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"  This  Hi stoet  is  spoken  of  in  the  highest  terms  by  men  of  the 
greatest  learning  and  the  soundest  judgment,  from  its  first  publication 
to  the  present  time. 

"The  fidelity,  the  veracity,  and  the  probity  of  Josephus,  are  univer- 
sally allowed :  and  Scaliger  in  particular  declares,  that  not  only  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Jews,  but  even  of  foreign  nations,  he  deserves  more  credit 
than  all  the  Greek  and  Roman  writers  put  together.  Certain  at  least  it 
is,  that  he  had  that  most  essential  qualification  of  an  historian, — a  perfect 
and  accurate  knowledge  of  all  the  transactions  which  he  relates;  that  he 
had  no  prejudices  to  mislead  hira  in  the  representation  of  them ;  and  that, 
above  all,  he  meant  no  favour  to  the  Christian  cause.  For  even  allow- 
ing the  so  much  controverted  passage,  in  which  he  is  supposed  to  bear 
testimony  to  Christ,  to  be  genuine,  it  does  not  appear  thai  he  ever  be- 
came a  convert  to  His  reJigion,  but  coutimied  probably  s  xcaJous  Jew 
to  the  end  of  his  life." 

VtJ^  :PisJ'.op  .Poi-teu?'i,  L^-ti.-e.\Vol.U.J    234. 
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LIFE  OF  FLAVIUS  JOSEPHUS. 


§  I.  The  family  from  which  I  am  derived  is 
not  an  ignoble  one,  but  hath  descended  all 
alon^  from  the  priests;  and  as  nobility  among 
several  people  is  of  a  different  origin,  so  with 
us  to  be  of  the  sacerdotal  dignity,  is  an  indi- 
cation of  the  splendour  of  a  family.  Now,  1 
am  not  only  !«prung  from  a  sacerdotal  family 
in  general,  but  from  the  first  of  the  twenty- 
four*  courses;  and  as  among  us  there  is  nut 
only  a  considerable  difference  between  one 
fiimily  of  each  course  and  another,  I  am  of 
the  chief  family  of  that  first  course  also;  nay, 
farther,  by  my  mother,  I  am  of  the  royal  blood ; 
for  the  children  of  Asamoneus,  from  whom 
that  family  was  derived,  had  both  the  olfice 
of  the  high  priesthood,  and  the  dignity  of  a 
kinjr,  for  a  long  time  together.  I  will  accord- 
ingly set  down  my  progenitors  in  order.  My 
gratulf^ither's  father  was  named  Simon,  with 
the  addition  of  Psellus:  be  lived  at  the  same 
time  with  that  son  of  Simon  the  high  priest, 
who  first  of  all  the  high  priests  was  named 
Hyrcanus.  This  Simon  Psellus  had  nine 
sons,  one  of  whom  was  Matthias,  called  Eph- 
llas:  he  married  the  daughter  of  Jonathan 
the  high  priest ;  which  Jonathan  was  the  first 
of  the  sons  of  Asamoneus,  who  was  high 
priest,  and  was  the  brother  of  Simon  the  high 
priest  also.     This  Matthias  bad  a  son  called 

•  We  may  hence  correct  th«  error  of  the  Latin  copy  of 
the  Bfcuni]  hmtk  Against  Apion,  iect,8  (for  the  Greek  ii 
there  lost),  which  says,  there  were  then  only  four  tribes 
or  courses  of  the  priests,  instead  of  twenty.rour.  Nor 
u  this  testimony  to  be  tlisrej^rded.  as  if  Josephus  there 
contradirted  what  he  had  affirmed  here:  because  even 
the  account  there  ^Ten  better  agrees  to  twenty-four 
than  to  four  courses,  while  be  says  that  each  of  thoM 
courses  cuntalnrd  abuTc  6.0CK)  men,  which,  multiplied  by 
only  four,  will  make  not  more  than  'JO.OUU  priests ;  where- 
as the  number  120,000,  at  multiplied  by  24,  seems  much 
the  most  probable,  tbey  being  about  one  tenth  of  the 
whole  people,  even  after  the  captivity.  8e«  Ezra  ii 
36  —  39:  Nehem.  vii  39  —  42:  I  Esd.  t.  2*.  %',:  with 
Ezra,  ii.  64:  iNehem.  vU.  66:  1  Eed.  v.  41.  Nor  with  this 
commoD  rending  or  Dotion  of  but  four  courses  of  priests, 
Bgree  with  Jo.scphus's  own  fiirther  assertion  elsewbero 
(Antiq.  b.  Tii.  ch.  xiv.  sect.  7 1.  that  David's  partition  of 
the  priests  into  twenty-four  courses,  had  continued  to 
Utat  day. 


Matthias  Ctirtus,  and  that  in  the  first  year  of 
the  governmtiit  of  Hyrcanus:  his  son's  name 
was  Joseph,  burn  in  the  ninth  year  of  the 
reign  of  Alexandra:  his  son  Matthias  was 
born  in  the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Arcbc- 
laus;  as  was  I  born  to  Matthias  in  the  first 
year  of  the  reign  of  Caius  C;esar.  I  have 
three  sons:  Hyrcanus,  the  eldest,  was  bom 
in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  Vespasian, 
as  was  Justus  born  in  the  seventh,  and  Agrippa 
in  the  ninth.  Thus  have  I  set  down  the 
genealogy  of  my  family  as  I  have  found  it  de- 
scribed \  in  the  public  records,  and  so  bid 
adieu  to  those  who  calumniate  me  [as  of  a 
lower  original]. 

2.  Now,  my  father  Matthias  was  not  only 
eminent  on  account  of  his  nobility,  but  had  a 
higher  commendiition  on  account  of  his  righte- 
ousness; and  was  in  great  reputation  in  Je- 
rusalem, the  greatest  city  we  have.  1  was 
myself  brought  up  with  my  brother,  whose 
name  was  Matthias,  for  he  was  my  own  bro- 
ther, by  both  father  and  mother;  and  I  made 
mighty  proficiency  in  the  improvements  of  my 
learning,  and  appeared  to  have  both  a  great 
memory  and  understanding.  Moreover,  when 
I  was  a  child,  and  about  fourteen  years  of 
age,  I  was  commended  by  all  for  the  love  I 
had  to  learning;  on  which  account  the  high 
priests  and  principal  men  of  the  city  came 
then  frequently  to  me  together,  in  order  to 
know  my  opinion  about  the  accurate  under- 
standing  of  points  of  the  law;  and  when  I 
was  about  sixteen  years  old,  I  had  a  mind  to 
make  trial  of  the  several  sects  that  were  among 
us.  These  sects  are  three:  —  The  first  is  that 
of  the  Pharisees,  the  second  that  of  the  Sad- 
ducees,  and  the  third  that  of  the  Essens,  as 
we  have  frequently  told  you;  for  I  thought 
that  bv  this  moans  1  might  choose  the  best,  if 
I   were  once  acquainted  with  them  all;  so  I 


t  An  eminent  example  of  the  care  of  the  .Tews  about 
their  genealoi^ies,  especially  as  to  thepricsts.  See  Agailnit 
Apion,  b.  i.  sect.  7. 
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contented  myself  with  hard  fare,  and  under- 
went great  ditlioulties,  and  went  through  them 
all.  Nor  did  I  content  myself  with  these 
trials  only;  but  when  I  was  informed  th;it 
one,  whose  name  was  Banns,  lived  in  the 
desert,  and  used  no  other  clothing  than  grew 
upon  trees,  and  had  no  other  food  than  what 
grew  of  its  own  accord,  and  bathed  himself 
in  cold  water  frequently,  both  by  night  and 
by  day,  in  order  to  preserve  his  chastity,  I 
imitated  him  in  those  things,  and  continued 
with  him  three  years."  So  when  I  had  ac- 
complished my  desires,  I  returned  back  to  the 
city,  being  now  nineteen  years  old,  and  began 
to  conduct  myself  according  to  the  rules  Of  the 
sect  of  the  Pharisees,  which  is  of  kin  to  the 
sect  of  the  Stoics,  as  the  Greeks  call  them. 

3.  But  when  I  was  in  the  twenty-sixth 
year  of  my  age,  it  happened  that  I  took  a 
voyage  to  Rome;  and  this  on  the  occasion 
which  I  shall  now  describe.  At  the  time 
when  Felix  was  procurator  of  Judea,  there 
were  certain  priests  of  my  acquaintance,  and 
very  excellent  persons  they  were,  whom  on  a 
smalt  and  trifling  occasion  he  had  put  into 
bonds,  and  sent  to  Rome  to  plead  their  cause 
before  Caesar.  These  I  was  desirous  to  pro- 
cure deliverance  for;  and  that  especially  be- 
cause I  was  informed  that  they  were  not  un- 
mindful of  piety  towards  God,  even  under 
their  afflictions;  but  supported  themselves 
with  figs  and  nuts.f  Accordingly  1  came  to 
Rome,  though  it  ivere  through  a  great  num- 
ber of  hazards,  by  sea;  for,  as  our  ship  was 
drowned  in  the  Adriatic  Sea,  we  that  were  in 
it,  being  about  six  hundred  in  number, J  swam 
for  our  lives  all  the  night;  when,  upon  the 
first  appearance  of  the  day,  and  upon  our  sight 
of  a  ship  of  Cyrcne,  1  and  some  others,  eighty 
in  all,  by  God's  providence,  prevented  the 
rest,  and  were  taken  up  into  the  other  ship: 
and  when  I  had  thus  escaped,  and  was  come 
to  Dicearchia,  which  the  Italians  call  Puteoli, 

•  WTien  Josepbus  here  says,  that  from  sixteen  to  nine- 
twn,  or  for  three  years,  he  made  trial  of  the  three  Jewish 
sects,  the  Pharisees,  tlie  Sadducees,  and  the  Essens. 
and  yet  says  presently,  in  all  our  copies,  that  he  stayi-d 
besides  with  one  particular  ascetic^  called  Haniis,  ruf' 
«vrai,  n-ilh  him,  and  this  still  before  he  was  nineteen, 
there  is  little  room  left  for  his  trial  of  the  three  other 
sects.  I  svippose,  therefore,  that  for  Tat;'  air^,  nith  htm, 
the  old  readini;  micht  he  »x;*  avntt,  nith  thtm ;  which  is 
a  i'ery  small  emendation,  and  takes  away  the  diiliculty 
before  us.  >'or  is  L>r.  Hudson's  conjecture,  hinted  at  by 
IMr.  Hall  in  his  preface  to  the  Poctor's  edi'.ion  of  Jose- 
phus,at  all  improbable,thal  this  Banus,  by  this  his  descrip- 
tion, might  well  be  a  follower  of  John  the  Baptist,  and 
that  from  him  Josephus  might  easily  imbibe  such  notions, 
as  afterwards  prepared  him  to  have  a  favourable  opinion 
of  Jesus  Christ  himself,  who  was  attested  to  by  Jolin  the 
^ptisL 

+  ^t'e  may  note  here,  that  reliijious  men  among  the 
Jews,  or  at  least  those  that  were  priests,  were  some- 
times ascetics  also,  and,  lii.e  Daniel  and  his  companions 
in  Babylon  (Dan.  i.  8 — 16),  ate  no  tlesh,  hul  jiffn  nnd 
nuts,  Sic  only.  This  was  like  the  f',)^4.5ae5-j«,  or  austere 
diet  of  the  Christian  ascetics  in  Passion  Week.  Coii- 
slituL  T.  la 

t  It  has  been  thought  the  number  of  Paul  and  his 
companions  on  ship-board  (Acts  xx^ii.  3S\,  which  are 
276  in  our  copies,  are  too  many ;  whereas  we  find  here, 
that  Josephus  and  his  companions,  a  very  few  years  after 
the  other,  were  about  tiOO. 


I  became  acquainted  with  Aliturius,  an  actor 
of  plays,  and  much  beloved  by  Nero,  but  a 
Jew  by  birth ;  and  through  his  interest  beciiine 
known  to  Poppea,  Caesar's  wife;  and  took 
care,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  entreat  her  to 
procure  that  the  priests  might  be  set  at  liber- 
ty; and  when,  besides  this  favour,  I  had  ob- 
tained many  presents  from  Poppea,  I  returned 
home  again. 

4.  And  now  I  perceived  innovations  were 
already  begun,  and  that  there  were  a  great 
many  very  much  elevated,  in  hopes  of  a  re- 
volt from  the  Romans.  I  therefore  endea- 
voured to  put  a  stop  to  these  tumultuous  per- 
sons, and  persuaded  them  to  change  their 
mintls;  and  laid  before  their  eyes  against 
whom  it  was  that  they  were  going  to  fight 
and  told  them  that  they  were  inferior  to  the 
Romans  not  only  in  martial  skill,  but  also  in 
good  fortune;  and  desired  them  not  rashly, 
and  after  the  most  foolish  manner,  to  bring 
on  the  dangers  of  the  most  terrible  mischiefs 
upon  their  country,  upon  their  families,  and 
upon  themselves.  And  this  I  said  with  vehe- 
ment exhortation,  because  I  foresaw  that  the 
end  of  such  a  war  would  be  most  unfortunate 
to  us.  But  I  could  not  persuade  them  ;  for 
the  madness  of  desperate  men  was  quite  too 
hard  for  me. 

5.  I  was  then  afraid,  lest,  by  inculcating 
these  things  so  often,  I  should  incur  their 
hatred  and  their  suspicions,  as  if  I  were  of 
our  enemies'  party,  and  should  run  into  the 
d.tnger  of  being  seized  by  them  and  slain, 
since  they  were  already  possessed  of  Antonia, 
which  was  the  citadel;  so  I  retired  into  the 
inner  court  of  the  temple;  yet  did  I  go  out 
of  the  temple  again,  after  Manahem  and  the 
principal  of  the  band  of  robbers  were  put  to 
death,  when  I  abode  among  the  high  priests 
and  the  chief  of  the  Pharisees;  but  no  small 
fear  seized  upon  us  when  we  saw  the  people 
in  arms,  while  we  ourselves  knew  not  what 
we  should  do,  and  were  not  able  to  restrain 
the  seditious.  However,  as  the  danger  was 
directly  upon  us,  we  pretended  that  we  were 
of  the  same  opinion  with  them;  but  only  ad- 
vised them  to  be  quiet  for  the  present,  and  to 
let  the  enemy  go  away,  still  hoping  that 
Gessius  [Florus]  would  not  be  long  ere  he 
came,  and  that  with  great  forces,  and  so  put 
an  end  to  these  seditious  proceedings. 

6.  But,  upon  his  coming  and  fighting,  he 
was  beaten,  and  a  great  many  of  those  that 
were  with  him  fell;  and  this  disgrace  which 
Gessius  [with  Cestius]  received,  became  the 
calamity  of  otii  whole  nation;  for  those  that 
were  fond  of  the  war  were  so  far  elevated  with 
this  success,  that  they  had  hopes  of  finally  con- 
quering the  Romans.  Of  which  war  another 
occasion  was  ministered;  which  was  this: — 
Those  that  dwelt  in  the  neighbouring  cities  of 
Syria  seized  upon  such  Jews  as  dwelt  among 
them,  with  their  wives  and  children,  and  slew 
them,  when  they  had  not  the  least  occasion  of 
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eompWnt  against  them;  for  tl.cy  .hd  neither 
attempt  any  innovation  or  revolt   tro.n    the 
Romans,  nor   had  they   given   any    marks  of 
hatred  or  treacherous  designs  towards  the  Sy- 
rians: but  what  was  done  by  the  inhabitants 
of  ScythopoUs  was  the  most  impious  and  most 
kighly  criminalofaU;'  for  when  the  Jews,  their 
..nemies,  came  upon  them  from  without,  they 
forced  the  Jews  that  were  among  them  to  bear 
arms  against  their  own  countrymen,  which  it 
is  unlawful  for  us  to  do;t   and  when,  by  their 
assistance,  thev  bad  joined  battle  with  those 
who  attacked  them,  and  had  beaten  them,  al- 
ter that  victory  they  forgot  the  assurances  they 
had  given  these  their  fellow-citizens  and  con- 
federates, and  slew  them  all;  being  in  number 
many  ten  thousands  [13,000].    The  like  mis- 
eries  were  undergone  by  those  Jews  thut  were 
the  inhabiUnts  of   Damascus;  but  we   have 
given  a  more  accurate  account  ol  these  things 
in  the  books  of  the  Jewish  war.     I  only  men- 
tioo  them  now,  because  I  would  demonstrate 
to  mv  readers  that  the  Jews'  war  with  the 
Uomins  was  not  voluntary,  but  that,  for  the 
main,  they  were  forced  by  necessity  to  enter 

7    So  when   Gessius  had  been  beaten,  as 
we  have   said  already,  the  principal  men  ol 
Jerusalem,  seeing  that  the  robbers  and  inno- 
vators bad  arms  in  great  plenty,  and  fearing  lest 
thev    while  they  were  unprovided  with  arras 
iho'uld  be  in  subjection  to  their  enemies,  which 
»lso  came  to  be  the  case  afterwards,  —  and,  be- 
iiig  informed  that  all  Galilee  had  not  yet  re- 
volted from  the  Romans,  but  that  some  part 
„f  it  svas  still  quiet,  they  sent  me  and  two 
others  of  the  priests,  who  were  men  ol  excel- 
lent characters,  Joaiar  and  Judas,  in  order  to 
persuade  the  Ul  men  there  to  lay  down  their 
arms,  and  to  teach  them  this  lesson,—  That  it 
were  better  to  have  those  arms  reserved  tor 
the  most  courageous  men  that  the  nation  had 
[than  to  be  kept  there;]  for  that  it  had  been 
resolved.   That  those  our  best  men  should  al- 
ways have  their  arms  ready  against  futurity; 
but  still  so,  that  they  should  wait  to  see  what 
the  Romans  would  do.  ,    .        •     i 

8  When  I  had  therefore  received  these  m- 
strucuons,  I  came  into  Galilee,  and  found  the 
people  of  Sepphoris  in  no  small  agony  about 
their  country,  by  reason  that  the  Galileajis  had 
resolved  to  plunder  it,  on  account  of  the  friend- 
ehip  they  had  with  the  Romans;  and  because 
thev  had  given  their  right  hand,  and  made  a 
league  with  Cestius  Gallus.  the  president  ol 
Syria:  but  I  delivered  them  all  out  of  the 
fear  they  were  in,  and  persuaded  the  multi- 
tude to  deal  kindly  with  them,  and  permitted 


•  See  Jewish  War.  b  ii.  cb.  xviii.  «eeL3. 

+  The  Jews  might  collect  this  unlawfulnes*  of  nRhting 
Main«  tlieir  brethren  lr..m  that  law  of  Mpse«  ( l/-Jit. 
^«  161  •■  Thou  shi.lt  not  stand  aia.n.t  the  blood  ol  tUj 
SbbJur-  and  that  (ver.  17)  "Thou .halt  notavenee 
oor  bear  any  erudite,  against  the  children  of  thy  people; 
S°t  thou  shall  lo.e  thy  neighbour  as  thyself;"  as  well  as 
fron,  m»ny  other  pla<-s  in  Hie  PeulBteach  and  Prophets. 
Tlie  Aiitiq.  b.  fiii.  ch.  vui.  sect  J 


them  to  send  to  those  that  were  their  own  hos- 
tages with  Gessius  to  Dora,  which  is  a  city  ot 
Phoenicia,  as  often  as  they  pleased;  though  I 
still  found  the  inhabiUnts  of  Tiberias  ready  to 
take  arms,  and  that  on  the  occasion  foUow- 

9.   There  were  three  faction"  in  this  city. 
The  first  was  composed  of  men  of  worth  and 
gravity ;  of  these  JuUus  Capellu.  was  the  head. 
Now  he   as  well  as  all  bis  companions,  HeroU 
the  son  of  Miarus,  and  Herod  the  son  of  Ca- 
rnal us,  and  Compsus  the  son  of  Compsus  (lor 
as  to  Compsuss  brother  Crispus,  who  hail  once 
been  governor  of  the  city  under  the  great  king 
r  Agrippa],  he  was  beyond  Jordan  in  his  own 
possessions);  all  these  persons  before  named 
gave  their  advice,  that  the  city  should  then 
continue  in  their  allegiance   to  the   Romans 
and  to  the  king;  but  Pistus,  who  was  guided 
by  his  son  Justus,  did  not  acquiesce  in  ttiat 
resolution,  otherwise  he  was  himself  naturally 
of  a  good  and  virtuous  character:  but  the  se- 
cond faction  was  composed  of  the  most  igno- 
ble persons,  and  was  determined  for  war.  But 
as  for  Justus,  the  son  of  Pistus,  who  xvas  the 
head  of  the  third  faction,  although  he  pre- 
tended  to  be  doubtful  about  going  to  war,  yet 
was  he  really  desirous  of  innovation,  as  sup- 
posing that  be  should  gain  power  to  himself 
bv  the  change  of  alTairs.     He  therefore  came 
into  the  midst  of  them,  and  endeavoured  to 
inform  the  multitude  that  "the  city  Tiberias 
had  ever  been  a  city  of  GalUee:  and  that  in 
the  days  of  Herod  the  tetrarch,  who  had  bii.lt 
it,  it  hLd  obtained  the  principal  place;  und  that 
he  had  ordered  that  the  city  Seppboris  should 
be  subordinate  to  the  city  Tiberias:  that  they 
h.-id  not  lost   this  pre-eminence   even    under 
Agrippa  the  father;  but  had  retained  it  until 
Feliv  was  procurator  of  Judea ;  but  he  told 
them   that  now  they  had  been  so  unfortunate 
as  to  be  made  a  present  by  Nero  to  Agrippa, 
junior;  and  that  upon  Sepphoris s  submission 
of  itself  to  the  Romans,  that  was  become  the 
capital  citv  of  Galilee,  and  that  the  royal  trea- 
sury and  the  archives  were  now  removed  from 
I  them."     When  he  had  spoken  these  things, 
and  a  great  many  more  against  king  Agrippa, 
in  order  to  provoke  the  people  to  a  revolt,  he 
added    That  "  this  was  the  time  for  them  to 
take   arms,  and  join   with  the  GaUleans   as 
their  confederates   (whom  they  might  com- 
mand, and   who   would  now   willingly  assist 
them,  out  of  the  hatred  they  bear  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Sepphoris;  because  they  preserved  their 
fidelity  to  the  Romans),  and  to  gather  a  great 
number  of  forces,  in  order  to  punish  them. 
And   as  he  said  this,  he  exhorted  the  multi- 
tude [to  go  to  war] ;  for  his  abihties  lay  in 
making  harangues  to  the  people,  and  in  being 
too  hard  in  his  speeches  for  such  as  opposed 
him,  though  they  advised  what  was  more  to 


.  That  this  Herod  A;rippa,  the  fi'ter,  was  of  oW 
called  the  Grtat  Km.  as  here,  appears  by  hi.  corns  itiU 
remaining:  to  which  Havereamp  refen  u». 
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their  adTantage,  and  this  by  his  craftiness  and 
his  fallacies,  for  he  was  not  unskilful  in  the 
learning  of  the  Greeks;  and  in  dependence 
on  that  skill  it  was  that  he  undertook  to  write 
a  history  of  these  affairs,  as  aiming,  by  this 
way  of  haranguing,  to  disguise  the  truth ;  but 
as  to  this  man,  and  how  ill  were  his  character 
and  conduct  of  Ufe,  and  how  he  and  his  bro< 
ther  were,  in  great  measure,  the  authors  cf 
our  destruction,  1  shall  give  the  reader  an  ac- 
count in  the  progress  of  my  narration.  So 
when  Justus  had,  by  his  persuasions,  prevailed 
with  the  citizens  of  Tiberias  to  take  arms, 
nay,  and  had  forced  a  great  many  so  to  do 
against  their  wills,  he  went  out,  and  set  the 
villages  that  belonged  to  Gadara  and  Hippos 
on  fire;  which  villages  were  situated  on  ihe 
borders  of  Tiberias,  and  of  the  region  of  Scy- 
thopolis. 

10.  And  this  was  the  state  Tiberias  was 
now  in;  but  as  for  Gischala,  its  atfairs  were 
thus: — When  John,  the  son  of  Levi,  saw 
some  of  the  citizens  much  elevated  upon  their 
revolt  from  the  Romans,  he  laboured  to  re- 
strain them,  and  entreated  them  that  they 
would  keep  their  allegiance  to  them ;  but  he 
could  not  gain  his  purpose,  although  he  did 
nis  endeavours  to  the  utmost;  for  the  neigh- 
bouring people  of  Gadara,  Gabara,  and  So- 
gana,  with  the  Tynans,  got  together  a  great 
army,  and  fell  upon  Gischala,  and  took  Gis- 
chala by  force,  and  set  it  on  fire ;  and  when 
they  bad  entirely  demolished  it,  they  returned 
home.  Upon  which  John  was  so  enraged, 
that  he  armed  all  his  men,  and  joined  battle 
with  the  people  forementioned ;  and  rebuilt 
Gischala  after  a  manner  better  than  before, 
and  foilified  it  with  walls  for  its  future  secu- 
rity. 

11.  But  Gamala  persevered  in  its  allegi- 
ance to  the  Romans  for  the  reason  foUowing: 
. — Philip,  the  son  of  Jacimns,  who  was  their 
governor  under  king  Agrippa,  had  been  un- 
expectedly preserved  when  the  royal  palace  at 
Jerusalem  had  been  besieged;  but,  as  be  fled 
away,  had  fallen  into  another  danger;  and 
that  was,  of  being  killed  by  Manabem,  and 
the  robbers  that  were  with  him ;  but  certain 
Bab\lonians,  who  were  of  his  kindred,  and 
were  then  in  Jerusalem,  hindered  the  robbers 
from  executing  their  design.  So  Philip  staid 
there  four  days,  and  fled  away  on  the  fifth, 
baring  disguised  himself  with  fictitious  hair, 
that  he  might  not  be  discovered  ;  and  when 
he  was  come  to  one  of  the  villages  to  him  be- 
longing, but  one  that  was  situated  at  the  bor- 
ders of  the  citadel  of  Gamala,  he  sent  to  some 
of  those  that  were  under  him,  and  command- 
ed them  to  come  to  him  ;  but  God  himself 
liindered  that  his  intention,  and  this  for  his 
own  advantage  also;  for  had  it  not  so  hap- 
pened, he  had  certainly  perished  ;  for  a  fever 
baring  seized  upon  him  immediately,  he  wrote 
to  Agrippa  and  Bernice,  and  gave  them  to 
one  of  his  freedmen  to  carry  them  to  Varus, 


who  at  this  time  was  procurator  of  the  king 
dom,  which  the  king  and  his  sister  had  in- 
trusted him  withal,  while  they  were  gone  to 
Berytus  with  an  intention  of  meeting  Gessius. 
When  Varus  had  received  these  letters  of  Phi- 
lip, and  had  learned  that  he  was  preserved,  he 
was  very  uneasy  at  it,  as  supposing  that  he 
should  appear  useless  to  the  king  and  his  sis- 
t(?r,  now  Philip  was  come.  He  therefore  pro- 
duced the  carrier  of  the  letters  before  the 
multitude,  and  accused  him  of  forging  the 
same ;  and  said,  that  he  spake  Ik'eei/  when  he 
related  that  Philip  was  at  JenisaleO),  fighting 
among  the  Jews  against  the  Romans.  So  he 
slew  him.  And  when  this  freedroan  of  Phi- 
lip  did  not  return  again,  Philip  was  doubtful 
what  should  be  the  occasion  of  his  stay,  and 
sent  a  second  messenger  with  letters,  that  he 
might,  upon  bis  return,  inform  him  what  had 
befallen  the  other  that  had  been  sent  before, 
and  why  he  tarried  so  long.  Varus  accused 
this  messenger  also,  when  he  came,  of  telling 
a  fiilsehood,  and  slew  him ;  for  he  was  puffed 
up  by  the  SyVians  that  were  at  Cxsarea,  and 
had  great  expectations ;  for  they  said  that 
Agrippa  would  be  slain  by  the  Romans  for  the 
crimes  which  the  Jews  had  committed,  and 
that  he  should  himself  take  the  government, 
as  derived  from  their  kings;  for  Varus  was, 
by  the  confession  of  all,  of  the  royal  family, 
as  being  a  descendant  of  Sohemus,  who  had 
enjoyed  a  tetrarchy  about  Libanus;  foi  which 
reason  it  was  that  he  was  puffed  np.  and  kept 
the  letters  to  himself  He  contrived  also  that 
the  king  should  not  meet  with  those  writings, 
by  guarding  all  the  passes,  lest  any  one  should 
escape,  and  inform  the  king  what  hud  l)een 
done.  He  moreover  slew  many  of  the  Jews, 
in  order  to  gratify  the  Syrians  of  Caesarea.  He 
had  a  mind  also  to  join  with  the  Trachonites 
in  Batanea,  and  to  take  up  arms  and  make  an 
assault  upon  the  Bab\  Ionian  Jews  that  were 
at  Ecbatana;  for  that  was  the  name  they  went 
by.  He  therefore  called  to  him  twelve  of  the 
Jews  of  Cesarea,  of  the  best  character,  and 
ordered  them  to  go  to  Ecbatana,  and  inform 
their  countrymen  who  dwelt  there.  That  Varus 
hath  heard  that  "  you  intend  to  march  against 
the  king;  but,  not  believing  that  report,  he 
hath  sent  us  to  persuade  you  to  lay  down  your 
arms;  and  that  this  compliance  will  be  a  sign 
that  he  did  well  not  to  give  credit  to  those  that 
raised  the  report  concerning  you."  He  also 
enjoined  tbera  to  send  seventy  of  their  prin- 
cipal men  to  make  a  defence  for  them  as  to 
the  accusation  laid  against  them.  So  when 
the  twelve  messengers  came  to  their  country- 
men at  Ecbatana,  and  found  that  they  had  no 
designs  of  innovation  at  all,  they  persuaded 
them  to  send  the  seventy  men  also ;  who,  not 
at  all  suspecting  what  would  come,  sent  them 
accordingly.  So  these  seventy  went  down 
to  Cffisarea,  together  with  the  twelve  ambas- 
sadors; where  Varus  met  them  with  the  kind's 
forces,  and  slew  them  all,  together  with  the 
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l^v^eWe]  atnbasffldors,  aiiil  made  a:i  expedi- 
tio.i  against  the  Jews  of  Kcbataua-  Uut  out 
there  was  of  the  seventy  who  esi-a(>efi,  and 
irnaie  ha^^te  to  inform  the  Jews  of  their  roiU' 
ing;  upon  which  they  to>ik  their  arms,  with 
their  wives  and  children^  anil  retiied  to  the 
t-itjulel  at  Garnala^  leaving  their  own  villages 
full  of  all  sorts  of  good  things,  and  having 
many  ten  thousand-  of  rattle  therein.  When 
Philip  was  informed  of  these  things,  he  also 
oime  to  the  citadel  of  Ganiala;  and  when  he 
H'as  cotiie,  the  multitude  cried  aloud,  and  de- 
sired  him  to  resume  the  governinent,  and  to 
make  an  expedition  against  Varus  and  the 
Syrians  of  Cajsarea;  for  it  was  reported  that 
thty  had  slam  the  king.  But  Philip  restrain- 
ed their  zeal,  and  put  them  in  mind  of  the 
lienetits  the  king  had  bestowed  upon  them; 
and  tolil  them  how  powerful  the  Romans 
Were,  and  said  it  was  not  for  their  ailvantage 
to  make  war  with  them;  and  at  length  he 
prevailed  with  theiiu  liiit  now,  when  the  king 
W'ls  aerjuainled  with  Varus's design,  which  was 
to  cut  od'  the  Je^vs  of  Casarea,  being  nnsuiy 
ten  thousands,  with  their  wives  and  ehiluiei., 
Hiid  all  ill  one  day,  he  called  to  him  Kquiculus 
.Modiiis,  and  sent  him  to  be  Varus's  siicces. 
for,  as  we  hive  elsewhere  related.  But  still 
I'hilip  ke|)t  possession  of  the  citadel  of  Ga- 
iiiai.i,  and  of  the  country  ailjoining  to  it,  which 
thereby  continued  in  their  allegiance  to  the 
Komaits. 

12.  .Now,  as  soon  as  I  was  come  into  Oal- 
/lee,  and  had  learned  this  state  of  things  by 
the  infuriiiMtioii  f>f  dueh  as  told  me  of  them, 
1  wrote  to  the  sanhedrim  at  Jerusaleni  about 
them,  ninl  reijuired  their  direction  what  1 
should  do  Tbeir  direction  was,  that  I  should 
eoulinue  there,  and  that,  if  in}'  fellow-legates 
were  willinu',  1  shouUI  join  with  theui  in  the 
care  of  Galilee.  But  those  my  fellow-legates 
having  gotten  great  riches  from  those  tithes 
whieli  as  priests  were  their  dues,  and  were 
given  tiitlierii,  determined  to  return  to  their 
own  country.  Vet  when  1  desired  them  to 
stay  so  long,  tliut  we  might  lirst  settle  the 
public  affairs,  they  complied  with  me.  So  1 
removed  together  with  tliem,  from  the  city  of 
Sepplioris,  and  came  to  aeerlain  village  called 
Betbniaus,  four  furlongs  distant  from  Tiberi- 
as; and  tlicnce  1  sent  luesse^gers  to  the  sen- 
ate of  Tiberias,  and  desired  that  the  princi- 
pal men  of  the  city  would  come  to  me;  and 
-  when  tbey  were  come,  Justus  himself  being 
also  with  iliciii,  I  told  them  that  I  was  sent  to 
tbeiii  by  the  people  of  Jerusalem  as  a  legale, 
togetlier  with  these  oMier  priests,  in  order  to 
persuade  them  to  demolish  that  house  which 
Herod  the  tetrarch  had  built  there,  and  which 
had  the  figures  of  living  creatures  iu  it,  al- 
though our  laws  have  forbidden  us  to  make 
any  such  figures;  and  1  desired  that  they 
would  give  us  leave  so  to  do  immediately. 
But  for  a  good  while  Capellus  and  the  prin- 
lipai  men  belungiug  to  the  citv  would  uot 


give  us  leave,  hut  were  at  length  entirely  over- 
eoiiie  by  us,  and  were  induced  to  be  of  o>ir 
opinion.  So  Jesus  the  son  of  Sapphias,  on3 
ot  those  whom  we  have  already  mentioned  as 
the  leader  of  a  seditious  tumult  of  mariners 
and  poor  people,  prevented  us,  and  took  with 
him  certain  Galileans,  ;uid  set  the  entire  pa. 
lace  on  fire,  and  thought  he  should  get  a  grea 
deal  of  money  thereby,  berause  he  sa\7  som 
ot  the  roofs  gilt  with  gold.  They  also  plun 
dered  a  great  deal  of  the  furniture,  which  was 
done  without  our  approbation;  for,  after  we 
had  discoursed  with  Capellus  and  the  princi- 
pal men  of  the  city,  we  depirteil  from  Beth- 
maus,  and  went  into  the  I'pper  Galilee.  But 
Jesus  and  his  party  slew  all  the  Greeks  that 
were  inhabitants  of  Tiberias,  and  as  many 
others  as  were  thei'-  enemies  before  the  war 
began. 

13.  When  I  understood  this  stale  of  things, 
I  was  greatly  provoked,  and  went  down  to 
Tiberias,  and  took  all  the  care  I  could  of  the 
royal  furniture,  to  recover  all  that  could  be 
recovered  from  such  as  had  plundered  it.  They 
consisted  of  candlesticks  made  of  Corinthian 
bra-s,  and  of  ro\al  tables,  and  of  a  great 
quantity  of  uncoined  silver;  and  I  resolved  to 
preserve  whatsoever  came  to  my  hand  for  the 
king.  So  1  sent  for  ten  of  the  principal  men 
of  the  senate,  and  for  Capellus  the  son  of 
Antyllus,  and  commilted  the  runiilure  to 
them,  with  this  charge.  That  they  should  part 
with  it  to  nobody  else  but  to  myself.  From 
thence  I  and  my  fellow-legatesVent  to  Gis- 
chala,  to  John,  as  desirous  to  know  his  inten- 
tions, and  soon  saw  that  he  was  for  innova- 
tions, and  had  a  mind  to  the  principality,  for 
he  desired  me  to  give  him  authority  to  carry 
off  that  corn  which  belonged  to  Cicsur,  and 
lay  iu  the  villages  of  Lpper  (Jalilee  ;  and  he 
pretended  that  he  would  expend  what  it  came 
to  in  building  the  walls  of  bis  owu  citv.  But 
when  I  perceived  what  he  eudeavoreil  at,  and 
what  he  lia.l  in  his  mind,  I  said  I  would  not 
permit  him  so  to  do;  for  that  1  thought  either 
to  keep  it  for  the  Komaiis  or  for  myself,  now 
1  wa.s  entrusted  with  the  jiublic  affairs  there 
by  tlie  people  of  Jerusalein ;  but,  when  he  was 
not  able  to  prevail  with  me,  he  betook  himself 
tomy  fellow-legates,  forthev  had  nosagocily 
iu  providing  for  futurityanci  were  very  ready 
to  take  bribes;  so  he  corrupted  tliein  with 
money  to  decree,  Thatallthatcorn  which  was 
within  his  [irovinee  should  be  delivered  to 
him ;  while  I,  who  was  but  one,  was  outvoted 
by  two,  and  held  my  tongue.  Then  did  John 
i  nil  oduce  another  cunning  contrivance  of  his; 
for  he  said  that  tIio.se  Jews  who  inhabited  t  '«>- 
s.ireal'liilippi,  and  were  shut  up  by  the  order 
ot'the  king's  deputy  there,  had  sent  to  him  to 
'lesire  him,  that,  since  they  had  no  oil  that 
was  pure  for  their  use,  he  would  provide  i» 
sufficient  cpiantity  of  such  oil  for  lliein,  lest 
tiiey  should  be  forced  to  make  ut.e  of  oil  that 
came  from  the  Greeks,aud  thereby  traasgresi* 
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their  own  laws.  Now  this  was  said  by  John, 
not  cut  of  his  regard  to  relipion,  but  out  of 
his  most  flagrant  desire  of  gain;  for  he  knew 
that  two  sextaries  were  sold  with  them  of  Cse- 
sarea  for  one  drachma;  but  that  at  Gischala 
fourscore  sextaries  were  sold  for  four  sextaries; 
so  he  gave  order  that  all  the  oil  which  was 
there  should  be  carried  away,  as  having  my 
permission  for  so  doing;  which  yet  1  did  not 
grant  him  voluntarily,  but  only  out  of  fear 
of  the  multitude,  since,  if  I  had  forbidden 
him,  I  should  have  been  stoned  by  them. — 
When  I  had  therefore  permitted  this  to  be 
done  by  John,  he  gained  vast  sums  of  money 
by  this  his  knavery. 

14.  But  when  I  had  dismissed  my  fellow- 
legates,  and  sent  them  back  to  Jerusalem,  I 
took  care  to  have  arms  provided,  and  the 
cities  fortified;  and  when  I  had  sent  for  the 
most  hardy  among  the  robbers,  I  saw  that  it 
was  not  in  my  power  to  take  their  arms  from 
them;  but  I  persuaded  the  multitude  to  allow 
them  money  as  pay,  and  told  them  it  W'as  better 
for  them  to  give  them  a  little  willingly  rather 
than  to  [be  forced  to]  overlook  them  when 
they  plundered  their  goods  from  them.  And 
when  I  had  obliged  them  to  take  an  oath  not 
to  come  into  that  country,  unless  they  were 
invited  to  come,  or  else  when  they  had  not 
their  pay  given  them,  1  dismissed  them,  and 
charged  them  neither  to  make  an  expedition 
against  the  Romans,  nor  against  tbosc  their 
neighbours  that  lay  round  about  them;  for 
my  first  care  was  to  keep  Galilee  in  peace. 
So  1  was  willing  to  have  the  principal  of  the 
Galileans,  in  all  seventy,  as  hostages  for  their 
fidelity,  but  still  under  the  notion  of  friend- 
ship. Accordingly,  I  made  them  my  friends 
and  companions  as  1  journeyed,  and  set  them 
to  judge  causes;  and  with  their  approliatiun 
it  was  that  I  gave  my  sentences,  while  I  en- 
deavoured not  to  mistake  what  justice  re- 
quired, and  to  keep  my  hands  clear  of  all 
bribery  in  those  determinations. 

15.  1  was  now  about  the  thirtieth  year  of 
my  age;  in  which  time  of  life  it  is  a  hard 
thing  for  any  one  to  escape  the  calumnies  of 
the  envious,  although  he  restrain  himself 
fri>m  fulSlling  any  unlawful  desires,  especially 
where  a  person  is  in  great  authority.     Yet  did 

il   preserve  every  woman  free  from  injuries; 

^:m(l  as  to  what  presents  were  offered  me,  I 
despised  them,  as  not  standing  in  need  of 
thrin;  nor  indeed  would  I  take  those  tithes, 
whiih  were  due  to  me  as  a  priest,  from  those 
th.it  brought  them.  Yet  do  I  confess,  that  I 
took  part  of  the  spoils  of  those  Syrians  which 
inhabited  the  cities  that  adjoined  to  us,  when 
I  had  conquered  them,  and  that  I  sent  them 
to  my  kindred  at  Jerusalem;  although,  when 
1  twice  took  Sepphoris  by  force,  and  Tiberias 
four  times,  and  Gadara  once,  and  when  I  had 
subdued  and  t.ikcn  John,  who  often  laid 
treacherous  snares  for  me,  I  did  not  punisb 
with  death]  either  Hfq  or  any  of  the  people 


fore-named,  as  the  progress  of  this  discoarM 
will  show.  And  on  this  account,  I  suppose, 
it  was  that  God,'  who  is  never  unacquainted 
with  those  that  do  as  they  ought  to  do,  deli- 
vered me  still  out  of  the  hands  of  these  my 
enemies,  and  afterwards  preserved  me  when  I 
fell  into  those  many  dangers  which  I  shall 
relate  hereafter. 

16.  Now  the  multitude  of  the  Galileans 
had  that  great  kindness  for  me,  and  fidelity 
to  me,  that  when  their  cities  were  taken  by 
force,  and  their  wives  and  children  carried 
into  slavery,  they  did  not  so  deeply  lament 
for  their  own  calamities,  as  they  were  solici- 
tous for  my  preservation.  But  when  John 
saw  this,  he  envied  me,  and  wrote  to  me,  de- 
siring that  1  would  give  him  leave  to  come 
dowTi,  and  make  use  of  the  hot  baths  of  Tibe- 
rias for  the  recovery  of  the  health  of  his  body. 
Accordingly,  1  did  not  hinder  him,  as  having 
no  suspicion  of  any  wicked  designs  of  his; 
and  I  wrote  to  those  to  whom  I  had  commit- 
ted the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  Tibe- 
rias by  name,  that  they  should  provide  a  lodg. 
'ng  for  John,  and  for  such  as  should  come 
with  him,  and  should  procure  him  what  ne- 
cessaries soever  he  should  stand  in  need  of. 
Now  at  this  time  my  abode  was  in  a  village  of 
Galilee,  which  is  named  Cana. 

17-  But  when  John  was  come  to  tht  city 
of  Tiberias,  he  persuaded  the  men  to  revolt 
from  their  fidelity  to  me,  and  to  adhere  to 
him;  and  many  of  them  gladly  received  that 
invitation  of  his,  as  ever  fond  of  innovations, 
and  by  nature  disposed  to  changes,  and  de- 
lighting in  seditions;  but  they  were  chiefly 
Justus  and  his  father  Pistus  that  were  earnest 
in  their  revolt  from  me,  and  their  adhcrenr<» 
to  John.  But  I  came  upon  them,  and  pre- 
vented them;  for  a  messenger  had  come  to 
me  from  Silas,  whom  I  had  made  governor 
of  Tiberias,  as  I  have  said  already,  and  had 
told  me  of  the  inclinations  of  the  people 
of  Tiberias,  and  advised  me  to  make  haste 
thither;  for  that,  if  I  made  any  delay,  the 
city  would  come  under  another's  jurisdiction. 
Upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter  of  Silas,  I  look 
two  hundred  men  along  with  me,  and  travel- 
led all  night,  having  sent  before  a  messenger 
to  let  the  people  of  Tiberias  know  that  I  was 
coming  to  them.  When  I  came  near  to  the 
city,  which  was  early  in  the  morning,  the 
multitude  came  out  to  meet  me,  and  John 
came  with  them,  and  saluted  me,  but  in  a 
most  disturbed  manner,  as  being  afraid  that 
tny  coming  was  to  call  him  to  an  account  for 
•.vhat  I  was  now  sensible  he  was  doing.  So 
lie,  in  great  haste,  went  to  his  lodging.  But 
.vhen   I  was  in  the  open  place  of  the  city, 

•  Our  Josephus  shows,  both  here  and  every  where,  that 
'<e  was  a  mo^t  reti^ous  person,  and  one  that  had  a  deep 
^ense  of  God  and  his  providence  upoo  his  mind:  and 
a^ribed  all  his  numeruus  and  wonderful  escapes  and 
preservations,  in  times  of  danicer,  to  God's  blessmi:  him, 
and  taking  care  ot  him ;  and  tltis  on  account  of  his  acts 
of  piety,  justice,  bunianily,  and  charity,  to  the  Jews  bit 
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lATing  dismissed  the  guards  I  bad  about  me, 
excepting  one,  and  ten  armed  men  that  were 
with  him,  I  attempted  to  make  a  speech  to 
the  multitude  of  the  people  of  Tiberias;  and 
standing  on  a  certain  ele  vated  place,  I  entreated 
them  not  to  be  so  hasty  in  their  revolt ;  for 
that  such  a  change  in  their  behaviour  would 
be  to  their  reproaci,  and  that  they  would  then 
justly  be  sus|iected  by  those  that  should  be 
their  governors  hereafter,  as  if  they  were  not 
likely  to  be  faithful  to  them  neither. 

18.  But  before  I  had  spoken  all  I  designed, 
I  heard  one  of  ray  own  domestics  bidding  me 
come  down;  for  that  it  was  not  a  proper  time 
to  take  care  of  retaining  the  good  will  of  the 
people  of  Tiberias,  but  to  provide  for  my  own 
safety,  and  escape  my  enemies  there;  for  John 
had  chosen  the  most  trusty  of  those  armed 
men  that  were  about  him  out  of  those  thou- 
sand that  he  had  with  hiui,  and  had  given 
them  orders  when  he  sent  them,  to  kill  me, 
having  learned  that  I  was  alone,  excepting 
some  of  my  domestics.  So  those  that  were 
.sent  came  as  they  were  ordered,  and  they  had 
executed  what  they  came  about,  had  I  not 
leaped  down  from  the  elevation  I  stood  on, 
and  with  one  of  my  guards,  whose  name  was 
James,  been  carried  [out  of  the  crowd]  upon 
the  back  of  one  Herod  of  Tiberias,  and  guided 
bv  him  down  to  the  lake,  where  I  seized  a 
ship,  and  got  into  it,  and  escaped  my  enemies 
unexpectedly,  and  came  to  Tariclieae. 

19.  Now,  as  soon  as  the  inhabitants  of  that 
city  understood  the  perfidiousness  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Tiberias,  they  were  greatly  provoked 
at  them.  So  tliey  snatrfied  up  their  arms, 
and  desired  me  to  be  their  leader  against 
them;  for  they  said  they  would  avenge  their 
commander's  cause  upon  them.  They  also 
carried  the  repurt  of  what  had  been  done  to 
nie  to  all  the  Galileans,  and  eagerly  endea- 
voured lo  irritate  them  against  the  people  of 
Tiberias,  and  desired  that  vast  numbers  of 
them  would  get  together,  and  come  to  them 
that  tbey  might  act  in  concert  wiih  their  com. 
mander,  what  should  be  determined  as  fit  to 
be  done.  Accordingly,  the  Galileans  came 
to  me  in  great  numbers,  from  all  parts,  wnth 
their  weapons,  and  besought  me  to  assault 
Tiberias,  to  take  it  by  force,  and  to  demolish 
it,  till  it  lay  even  with  the  ground,  and  then 
to  make  slaves  of  its  inhabitants,  with  their 
wives  and  children.  Those  that  were  Jose 
phns's  friends  also,  and  had  escaped  out  of 
Tiberias,  gave  him  the  same  advice.  But  I 
did  not  comply  with  them,  thinking  it  a  ter- 
rible thing  to  begin  a  civil  war  among  them; 
for  1  thought  that  this  contention  ought  not 
to  proceed  farther  than  words;  nay,  I  told 
them  that  it  was  not  for  their  o-.vn  advantage 
to  do  what  they  would  have  me  to  do,  while 
the  Romans  expected  no  other  than  that  we 
sht*uld  destroy  one  another  by  our  mutual 
seditions;  and  by  saying  this,  I  put  a  stop  to 
the  anger  of  the  Galileans. 


20.  But  now  John  was  afiaid  for  himself, 
since  his  treachery  had  proved  unsuccessful ; 
so  he  took  the  armed  men  that  were  about 
him,  and  removed  from  Tiberias  to  Giscbala, 
and  wrote  to  me  to  apologize  for  himself  con- 
cerning what  had  been  done,  as  if  it  had  been 
done  without  his  approbation  ;  and  desired 
me  to  have  no  suspicion  of  him  to  his  disad 
vantage.  He  also  added  oaths  and  certain 
horrible  curses  upon  himself,  and  supposed 
he  should  be  thereby  believed  in  the  points  he 
wrote  about  to  me. 

21.  But  now  another  great  number  of  the 
Galileans  came  together  again  with  their  wea- 
pons, as  knowing  the  man,  how  wicked  and 
how  sadly  perjured  he  was,  and  desired  me 
to  lead  them  against  him,  and  promised  me 
that  they  would  utterly  destroy  both  bim  and 
Gischalu.  Hereupon  I  professed  that  I  was 
obliged  to  them  for  their  readiness  to  serve 
me;  and  that  I  would  more  than  requite 
their  good-will  to  me.  However,  I  entreated 
them  to  restrain  themselves;  and  begged  of 
them  to  jgive  me  leave  to  do  what  I  intended, 
which  was,  to  put  an  end  to  these  troubles 
without  bloodshed ;  and  when  I  had  prevailed 
with  the  multitude  of  the  Galileans  to  let  me 
do  so,  I  cnme  to  Sepphoris. 

22.  But  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  having 
determined  to  continue  in  their  allegiance  to 
the  Romans,  were  afraid  of  my  coming  to 
them;  and  tried,  by  putting  me  upon  another 
action,  to  divert  n)e,  that  they  might  be  freed 
from  the  terror  they  were  in.  Accordingly 
they  sent  to  Jesus,  the  captain  of  those  rob- 
bers who  were  in  the  confines  of  Ptolemais, 
and  promised  to  give  hiin  a  great  deal  of 
money,  if  he  would  come  with  those  forces  bi- 
had  with  him,  which  were  in  number  eiglit 
hundred,  and  fight  with  us.  Accordingly  hi- 
complied  with  what  they  desired,  upon  the 
promises  they  had  made  him,  and  was  desi- 
rous to  fall  upon  us  when  we  were  unpre- 
pared for  bim,  and  knew  nothing  of  his  com- 
ing beforehand;  so  he  sent  lo  me,  and  desired 
that  I  would  give  him  leave  to  pome  and 
salute  me.  When  I  had  given  him  that  leave, 
which  I  did  without  the  least  knowledge  of 
his  treacherous  intentions  beforehand,  he  took 
his  band  of  robbers,  and  made  haste  to  come 
to  me.  Yet  did  not  this  his  knavery  succeed 
Hell  at  last;  for,  as  he  was  already  nearly  ap- 
proaching, one  of  those  with  him  deserted 
him,  and  came  to  me,  and  told  me  what  he 
had  undertaken  to  do.  When  I  was  informed 
of  this.  I  went  into  the  market-place,  and 
pretended  to  know  nothing  of  his  treacherous 
purpose.  I  took  with  me  many  Galileans 
that  were  armed,  as  also  some  of  those  of 
Tiberias;  and,  %vhen  I  had  given  orders  that 
all  the  roads  should  be  carefully  guarded,  I 
charged  the  keepers  of  the  gates  to  give  ad- 
mittance to  none  but  Jesus,  when  he  came, 
with  the  principal  of  b'S  men,  and  to  exclude 
the   rest;    and    in   case  they  aimed   to  force 
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themselves  in,  to  use  stripes  [in  order  to  repel 
'hem].  Accordingly,  those  that  had  received 
-uch  a  charge  did  as  they  were  bidden,  and 
Jesus  came  in  with  a  few  others;  and  when 
I  h^d  ordered  him  to  throw  down  his  arms 
imincdiately,  and  told  him,  that  if  he  refused 
so  to  do,  he  was  a  dead  man,  he  seeing  armed 
men  standing  all  round  about  him,  was  terri- 
cd,  and  complied;  and  as  for  those  of  his 
ollowers  that  were  excluded,  when  they  were 
iiiturmed  that  he  was  seized,  they  ran  away. 
I  then  called  Jesus  to  me  by  himself,  and 
told  him,  that  "  I  was  not  a  stranger  to  that 
treacherous  design  he  had  aguinst  me,  nor 
was  I  ignorant  by  whom  lie  was  sent  for; 
fliiit,  however,  I  would  forgive  him  what  he 
had  done  already,  if  he  would  repent  of  it, 
and  be  faithful  to  me  hereafter."  And  thus, 
ii|ioii  his  promise  to  do  all  that  I  de^red,  I 
let  him  go,  and  gave  him  leave  to  get  those 
whom  he  had  formerly  had  with  him  together 
again.  But  I  threatened  the  inhabitants  of 
Sepphoris,  that,  if  they  would  not  leave  off 
their  ungrateful  treatment  of  me,  I  would 
punish  them  sufficiently. 

'23.  At  this  time  it  \vas  that  two  great 
men,  who  were  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
king  [Agrippa],  came  to  me  out  of  the  region 
if  Trachonitis,  bringing  their  horses  and  their 
irms,  and  carrying  with  them  their  money 
ilso;  and  when  the  Jews  would  force  there 
TO  be  circumcised,  if  they  would  stay  among 
them,  I  wotild  not  permit  them  to  have  any 
fiTce  put  upon  them,"  but  said  to  them, 
"  Every  one  ought  to  worship  God  accord- 
ng  to  his  own  inclinations,  and  not  to  be 
'.-onstrained  by  force;  and  that  these  men, 
*ho  bad  fled  to  us  for  protection,  ought  not 
o  be  so  treated  as  to  repent  of  their  coming 
■ither."  And  when  I  had  pacified  the  mul- 
itude,  I  provided  for  the  men  that  were  come 
;o  U3  whatsoever  it  was  they  wanted,  accord- 
ng  to  their  usual  way  of  living,  and  that  in 
,ieat  plenty  also. 

24.  Novv^king  Agrippa  sent  an  armv  to 
make  theiJ^lves  masters  of  the  citadel  of 
Gauiala,  and  over  it  Equiciilus  Wodius;  but 
•  he  forces  that  were  sent  were  not  enow  to 
■ncompass  the  citadel  quite  round,  but  lay 
oefore  it  in  the  open  places,  and  besieged  it. 

It  when  Ebutius  the  decurion,  who  was  in- 
usted  with  the  government  of  the  great  plain, 
heaid  that  I  was  at  Simonias,  a  village  situ- 
ated in  the  confines  of  Galilee,  and  was  dis- 
tant from  him  sixty  furlongs,  he  took  a  hun- 
dred horsemen  that  were  with  him  by  night, 
and  a  certain  number  of  footmen,  about  two 
hundred,  and  brought  the  inhabitants  of  the 


•  Josephas's  opinion  is  her*  well  worth  notine. — 
that  every  one  is  to  he  permitted  lo  worship  GoO  ac- 
cordiiip  lo  his  own  conscieiire,  ami  is  not  lo  he  coni- 
l'elle<t  in  mailers  of  religion:  as  one  may  here  observe, 
on  the  contraiy.  thai  the  rest  of  the  Jews  wer"  slill  for 
.Dligiiis!  all  those  who  niiirrien  Jewes-vs  lo  he  circumeis- 
-•d.  atid  becjme  Jews,  and  were  readv  to  destroy  all  that 
.vould  not  submit  le  do  so.   See  seel.  J  I.  and  Lake  i^  &i. 


city  Gibea  along  with  him  as  auxiliaries,  and 
marched  in  the  night,  and  came  to  the  village 
where  I  abode.  Upon  this  1  pitched  my 
camp  over  against  him,  which  had  a  great 
number  of  forces  in  it;  but  Ebutius  tried  to 
draw  us  down  into  the  plain,  as  greatly  de- 
pending upon  his  horsemen;  but  we  would 
not  come  down ;  for  when  I  was  satisfied  ol 
the  advantage  that  his  horse  would  have  if  we 
came  down  into  the  plain,  while  we  were  all 
footmen,  I  resolved  to  join  battle  with  the  ene- 
my where  I  was.  Now  Ebutius  and  his  party 
made  a  courageous  opposition  for  some  time: 
but  when  he  saw  that  his  horse  were  useless 
to  him  in  that  place,  he  retired  back  to  the 
city  Gibea,  having  lost  three  of  his  men  in 
the  fight.  So  I  followed  him  directly  with 
two  thousand  armed  men ;  and  when  I  wae 
at  the  city  Besara,  that  lay  in  the  confines  ol 
Ptolemais,  but  twenty  furlongs  from  Giben, 
where  Ebutius  abode,  I  placed  my  armed 
men  on  the  outside  of  the  village,  and  gave 
orders  that  they  should  gtiard  the  passes  with 
great  care,  that  the  enemy  might  not  disturb 
us  until  we  should  have  carried  oflT  the  com, 
a  great  quantity  of  which  lay  there:  it  belong- 
ed to  Bernice  the  queen,  and  had  been  gathered 
together  out  of  the  neighbouring  villages  into 
Besara:  so  I  loaded  my  camels  and  asses,  a 
great  number  of  which  I  had  brought  along 
with  me,  and  sent  the  corn  into  Galilee. 
When  I  had  done  this,  I  offered  Ebutius 
battle;  but  when  he  would  not  accept  of  the 
offer,  for  he  was  terrified  at  our  readiness  and 
courage,  1  altered  my  route,  and  marched  to- 
wards Ncopolitanus,  because  I  had  heard  th:it 
the  country  about  Tiberias  was  laid  waste  by 
him.  This  Neopolitanus  was  captain  of  a 
troop  of  horse,  and  had  the  custody  of  Scytho- 
polis  intrusted  to  his  care  by  the  enemy;  and 
when  I  had  hindered  him  from  doing  any 
farther  mischief  to  Tiberias,  I  set  myself  to 
make  provision  for  the  affairs  of  Galilee. 

25.  But  when  Johti,  the  son  of  Levi,  who, 
as  we  before  told  you,  aliode  at  Gi.schiila.  was 
informed  how  all  things  had  sucveedeti  to  mv 
mind,  and  that  I  was  much  in  favour  with 
those  that  were  under  me,  as  also  that  ihe 
enemy  were  greatly  afraid  of  me,  he  was  iu>( 
pleased  with  it,  as  thinking  my  pnoperity 
tended  to  his  ruin.  So  he  took  up  a  bitter 
envy  and  enmity  against  me;  and  hoping, 
that  if  he  could  inflame  those  that  were  under 
me  to  hate  me,  he  should  put  an  end  to  the 
prosperity  1  \va«  in.  he  tried  to  persuade  the 
inhabitants  of  Tilierius,  and  of  Sepphoris  (and 
for  those  of  Gubara  he  supposeil  thev  would 
be  also  of  the  same  mind  with  the  othiTs,. 
which  were  the  greatest  cities  of  Galilee,  t'> 
re\"olt  from  their  sutijectioii  to  im*.  anil  lo  be 
of  his  party:  and  told  thein  that  lie  wmild 
command  them  betler  than  ]  did.  A»  for 
the  people  of  Sepphoris,  »liD  bi-loiiged  to 
neither  of  us,  because  they  had  cliosen  to  be 
in  subjection   to  the   Romans,  they  did  not 


THE  LIFE  OF  FLAVIUS  JOSEPHCJS. 


9 


comply  with  his  proposal;  and  tor  those  of 
Tiburias,  they  did  not  indeed  so  far  comply 
as  to  make  a  revolt  from  under  me,  but  they 
agreed  to  be  his  friends,  while  the  inhabitants 
of  Gubara  did  go  over  to  John;  and  it  was 
Simon  that  persuaded  them  so  to  do,  one  who 
was  both  the  prineipal  man  in  the  city  and  a 
particular  friend  and  companion  of  John.  It 
s  true,  these  did  not  openly  own  the  making 

revolt,  because  tbey  were  in  great  fear  of 
the  Galileans,  and  had  frequent  experience  of 
the  good- will  they  bore  to  me;  yet  did  they 
privately  watch  for  a  proper  opportunity  to 
lay  snares  for  me;  and  indeed  1  thereby  came 
into  the  greatest  danger  on  the  occasion  fol- 
lowing. 

'2ij.  There  were  some  bold  young  men  of 
the  village  of  Dalwritta,  who  observed  that 
the  wife  of  Ptolemy,  the  king's  procurator, 
was  to  make  a  progress  over  the  great  plain 
with  a  mtglity  attendance,  an<I  with  some 
horsemen  that  followed  as  a  guard  to  them, 
and  this  out  of  a  country  that  was  subject  to 
the  king  and  queen,  into  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Komnns;  and  fidl  upon  them  on  a  sud- 
den, and  obliged  the  wite  of  Ptolemy  to  tly 
away,  and  plundered  all  the  carriages.  They 
al:»o  came  to  me  tc»  Taricheie,  with  four  mules' 
loading  of  garments,  :uid  oilier  furniture;  and 
the  weight  of  tlie  silver  they  brought  was  not 
small;  and  there  were  five  humlred  pieces  of 
gohl  also.  Now  1  h.id  a  mind  to  preserve 
these  spoils  for  Ptolemy,  who  wa»*  my  coun- 
tryman; nnd  it  is  prohibited*  by  our  laws 
even  to  spoil  our  enemies;  so  I  said  to  those 
that  brouglit  these  spoils,  that  thev  ought  to 
Ik*  kept,  in  order  to  rebuild  the  walls  of , fern-  I 
salem  witli  iliem  when  Ihey  came  to  be  ?old;  ' 
but  the  \oung  men  took  it  very  ill  that  they 
did  not  receive  a  purt  ol  tho^e  sjuiils  for  ♦hem- 
selves,  a-i  ihey  expected  to  have  done;  so  thev 
went  among  the  village'*  in  the  ncighhour- 
hood  of  Tiberia-.  and  told  the  people  that  I 
wa-j  going  tii  betr;iy  their  rotintry  to  the  Ro- 
in.uis.  aiirl  that  I  used  deceilfnl  language  to 
tiiem,  when  I  siiid  that  what  h;id  been  thus 
gotlen  by  rapine  should  be  kept  for  the  re- 
budding  of  the  walU  of  the  city  of  ,Terus;ilem; 
allhotigh  I  had  restdvcd  To  restore  these  spoils 
again  to  tlieir  fnrnier  owm*r;  and  indeed  they 
were  herein  not  mistaketi  as  to  my  intentions; 
for  when  I  had  gotten  clear  of  them,  I  sent 

•  How  Jti«ppliu5rnulil  aajr  hire  tliat  the  Jen-ish  laws 
forhjide  tbriii  1o  "  »[kii1  tveii  llu-ir  rncinics**  nliile  \pl.  a 
i;!tlc  htfor.  hii  tiiuf.  niir  S.ivioiir  li.iil  im-nnimt-.i  it  as'lhrn 
t  ti  rrinl  iii;i\ini  wiUi  Uifiii.  "'I  )i<mi  >li:>lt  Uve  tliy  rn-i,'li- 
^.lUt,  4tid  ti.ili-  lltmc  rin-iuy  '*  iMaU  v.  4.t),  is  worlli  n-ir 
mquitv.  I  t.ikc  It  Ilial  .luMpliiis,  li.-iving  Item  now  lor 
many  years  :iii  Kiiiorutr  (.'hrislMn.  had  kAnicd  tliin  intcr- 
prciation  of  tin-  I^vv  nf  M(im'«U-'IT)  (.Mirisl.wtiom  lie  nwncil 
lor  llic  triie  .Mtssuih.  ;i*  it  follows  tn  tho  Hiirrcfdim; 
TiTSC^.  wliiiii.  llioii,li  lir  nnulil  tint  rr;».i  m  St  "VI.-iIIIh.hS 
po'ipfl.jr-I  mt:;tit  In-  tuvc  ri-a:I  nuirli  llir  saiiM- i*xpositi..n 
in  llir:r  own  I'.binmlL-  r.i  NaziirtMii-  k"»P'1  u^t-lf.  of  wliicli 
liii|ir«icnn-nt»  iii.oir  lt>  .l..-i.-|.liiis.  niter  Uf  w.t»  lii*r.>mf  -i 
I'lirintiaa.  »■«■  liavi'  alrc.oiv  li.u)  wvi-r;i!  rx;innil<-5  m  ihi- 
liis  l.ifr.  M-rt.  ;(.  l.f.  1  ,.  iM^il.  ii.  am'  sliail  Uav.-  mji.) 
nior*-  lluT»-iii  itilort-  lit  conrloxi.m.  an  well  as  «#>  bave 
Uiem  elsewhere  iu  all  Ins  later  wriliugs. 


for  two  of  the  principal  men,  Dassion,  and 
Janneus  the  son  of  Levi,  per^OMs  that  were 
among  the  chief  friends  of  the  king,  and  com- 
manded them  to  take  the  furniture  that  had 
been  plundered,  and  to  send  it  to  him;  and 
1  threatened  that  I  would  order  them  to  be 
put  to  death  by  way  of  punishment,  if  they 
discovered  this  il)y  command  to  any  othe^ 
person. 

27.  Now,  when  all  Galilee  was  filled  witl 
this  rumour,  that  their  country  was  about  to 
be  betrayed  by  me  to  the  Uomans,  and  when 
all  men  were  exaspetuited  iiguinst  me,  and 
ready  to  bring  me  to  punishment,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Tariclie*  did  al^u  themselves  suppose 
that  what  the  young  men  s^iid  was  true,  and 
persuaded  my  guards  and  armed  men  to  leave 
me  when  I  was  asleep,  and  to  come  presently 
to  the  hippodrome,  in  order  there  to  take 
counsel  against  me  their  commander;  and 
when  they  had  prevaih-d  with  them,  and  they 
were  gotten  together,  they  iound  there  agrea* 
company  assembled  alieiidy,  who  all  joined  in 
one  climonr,  to  bring  the  man  who  was  so 
wicked  to  them  as  to  betniy  them,  to  his  due 
punishment;  and  it  was  Jesus,  the  son  of 
Sapphias,  wlm  principally  set  them  on.  He 
was  rider  in  Tiberias,  a  wicked  man,  and  na- 
ttirally  disposed  to  make  distiirh-.inees  in  mat- 
ters of  consequence;  a  seditious  person  he 
was  indeed,  and  an  innovator  beyond  every 
body  else.  He  then  took  the  laws  of  Mose? 
into  hi<  hands,  and  came  into  the  midst  of  the 
people,  and  said,  •' ()  my  fellow-citizens!  if 
you  are  not  dispttsed  to  hale  Josephus  on 
your  own  account,  have  regard,  however,  to 
these  laws  of  \our  country,  which  your  coru 
n;indi'r-in-cliief  is  goitig  to  betray;  hate  hiiii 
therefore  on  both  these  accounts,  and  bring 
the  m^in  who  Icith  acted  thus  insolenllv  to  his 
deserved  punishment." 

*JS.  When  he  hnd  said  this,  and  the  multi- 
tude hiid  openly  iipplauded  him  for  what  he  * 
had  siiid,  he  took  some  of  the  armed  men,  and 
made  haste  away  to  the  house  in  which  I 
lodged,  as  if  he  would  kill  me  immediately, 
while  I  was  wholly  insensible  of  .'dl  till  this 
disturbance  hap|)eiit<i;  aiul  by  reason  of  til 
pains  1-  had  been  taking,  was  fallen  fa<t  asleep; 
but  Simon,  who  was  intrusted  with  the  care  oi 
my  body,  and  was  the  only  person  that  sUncd 
with  jne,  and  saw  the  violent  imrursion  ilie 
citizens  made  uiion  me,  awaked  me  and  told 
me  of  the  danger  I  was  in.  and  desired  me  to 
let  him  kill  me,  that  I  might  die  bravely,  and 
like  u  general,  bvl'ure  my  eui-mies  came  in, 
and  forced  me  [to  kill  myself]  or  killed  me 
tbemsehes.  Thus  did  he  discourse  to  me; 
but  I  committed  the  cure  of  my  life  to  God, 
and  made  haste  to  go  out  to  the  nmltitude. 
Accordingly,  I  put  on  a  black  garment,  and 
hung  my  sword  at  my  jieck,  and  went  by 
such  a  dilferent  wai.  to  the  hip[jodrome 
vviierein  I  thought  none  of  my  adversaries 
would  meet  me;  so  I  appeared  among  them 
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on  the  sudden,  and  fell  down  flat  on  tbe  earth, 
and  bedewed  the  ground  with  my  tears:  then 
I  seemed  to  them  all  an  object  of  compassion; 
and  when  I  perceived  the  change  that  was 
made  in  the  multitude,  I  tried  to  divide  their 
opinions  before  the  armed  men  should  return 
from  my  house;  so  I  granted  them  that  I 
had  been  as  wicked  as  they  supposed  me  to 
be;  but  still  I  entreated  them  to  let  me  first 
inform  them  for  what  use  I  had  kept  that 
money  which  arose  from  the  plunder;  and 
that  they  might  then  kill  me,  if  they  pleased: 
and,  upon  the  multitude's  ordering  me  to 
speak,  the  armed  men  came  upon  me,  and 
when  they  saw  me  they  ran  to  kill  me;  but 
when  the  multitude  bade  them  hold  their 
hands,  they  complied;  and  expected  that  as 
soon  as  I  should  own  to  them  that  1  kept  the 
money  for  the  king,  it  would  be  looked  on  as 
a  confession  of  n)y  treason,  and  they  should 
then  be  allowed  to  kill  me. 

"29.  When,  therefore,  silence  was  made  by 
the  whole  multitude,  1  spake  thus  to  them: 
—  •*  O  my  countrymenl  I  refuse  not  to  die, 
if  justice  so  require.  However,  I  am  desirous 
to  tell  you  the  truth  of  this  matter  before  I 
die  ;  for  as  I  know  that  this  city  of  yours 
[Ta-ichea;]  was  a  city  of  great  hospitality,  and 
filled  with  abundance  of  such  men  as  have 
left  their  own  countries,  and  are  come  hither 
to  be  partakers  of  your  fortune,  whatever  it 
be,  1  had  a  mind  to  build  walls  about  it,  out 
of  this  money,  for  which  you  are  so  angry 
with  me,  while  yet  it  was  to  be  expended  in 
building  your  own  walls."  Upon  my  saying 
this,  the  people  of  Taricheae  and  the  stranger? 
cried  out.  That  '*  they  gave  me  thanks;  and 
desired  me  to  be  of  good  courage,"  although 
the  Galileans  and  the  people  of  Tiberias  con- 
tinued in  their  wrath  against  me,  insomuch 
that  there  arose  a  tumult  among  them,  while 
some  threatened  to  kill  me,  and  some  bade  me 
•not  to  regard  them;  but  when  I  promised 
them  that  i  would  build  them  walls  at  Tibe- 
rias, and  at  other  cities  that  wanted  them, 
they  gave  credit  to  what  I  promised,  and  re- 
turned every  one  to  his  own  home.  So  I 
escaped  the  forementioned  danger,  beyond  all 
my  hopes;  and  returned  to  my  own  house, 
accompanied  with  my  friends,  and  twenty 
armed  men  also. 

30.  However,  these  robbers  and  other  au- 
thors of  this  tumult,  who  were  afraid  on  their 
own  account,  lest  I  should  punish  them  for 
what  they  had  done,  took  six  hundred  armed 
men,  and  came  to  the  house  where  1  abode, 
in  order  to  set  it  on  fire.  When  this  their  in- 
sidt  was  told  me.  I  thought  it  indecent  for 
me  to  run  away,  and  I  resolved  to  expose  nay- 
self  to  danger,  and  to  act  with  some  boldness; 
so  1  gave  order  to  shut  tlie  doors,  and  went 
up  into  an  upper  room,  and  desired  that  they 
would  send  in  some  of  their  men  to  receive 
the  money  [from  the  spoils];  for  I  told  them 
the}-  would  then  have  no  occasion  to  be  angr^ 


with  me;  and  when  they  had  sent  in  one  of 
the  boldest  of  them  all,  I  had  him  whipped 
severely;  and  I  commanded  that  one  of  his 
hands  should  be  cut  off,  and  hung  about  bis 
neck;  and  in  this  case  was  he  put  out  to  those 
that  sent  him.  At  which  procedure  of  mine 
they  were  greatly  affrighted,  and  in  no  small 
consternation ;  and  were  afraid  that  they  should 
themselves  be  served  in  like  manner,  if  they 
stayed  there;  for  they  supposed  that  I  had  in 
the  house  more  armed  men  than  they  had  them- 
selves; so  they  ran  away  immediately,  while 
I,  by  the  use  of  this  stratagem,  escaped  this 
their  second  treacherous  design  against  me. 

31.  But  there  were  still  some  that  irritated 
the  multitude  against  me,  ^"^1  said  that  those 
great  raen  that  belonged  to  the  king  ought 
not  to  be  suffered  to  live,  if  they  would  not 
change  their  religion  to  the  religion  of  those 
to  whom  they  fled  for  safety;  they  spake  re- 
proachfully of  them  also,  and  said,  that  they 
were  wizards,  and  such  as  called  in  the  Ro- 
mans upon  them.  So  the  multitude  was  soon 
deluded  by  such  plausible  pretences  as  were 
agre  able  to  their  own  inclinations,  and  were 
prevailed  on  by  them;  but  when  I  was'inform- 
ed  of  this,  I  instructed  tbe  multitude  again, 
that  those  who  fled  to  them  for  refuge  ought 
not  to  be  persecuted :  1  also  laughed  at  the 
allfgaiion  about  witchcraft;'  and  told  them 
that  the  Romans  would  not  maintain  so  many 
ten  thousand  soldiers,  if  they  could  overcome 
their  enemies  by  wizards.  Upon  my  savh»g 
this,  the  people  assented  for  a  while ;  but  ihey 
returned  again  afterwards,  as  irritated  by  some 
ill  people  against  the  great  men ;  nay,  they  once 
made  an  assault  upon  the  house  in  which  they 
dwelt  at  Taricheae,  in  order  to  kill  them; 
which  when  1  was  informed  of,  I  was  afraid 
lest  so  horrid  a  crime  should  take  eflect,  and 
nobody  else  would  make  that  city  their  refuge 
any  more.  I  therefore  c.ime  myself,  and  some 
otihers  with  me,  to  the  house  where  these  great 
men  lived,  and  locked  the  doors,  and  hud  a 
trench  drawn  from  their  house  leading  to  the 
lake,  and  sent  for  a  ship,  and  embarked  tliere- 
in  with  them,  and  sailed  to  the  confines  of 
Hippos:  I  also  paid  them  tbe  value  of  their 
horses;  nor  in  such  a  (light  could  I  have  their 
horses  brought  to  them.  I  then  dismissed 
them;  and  begged  of  them  cctrnestly  that  they 
would  courageously  bear  this  distress  which 
befel  them.  1  was  also  myself  greatly  dis- 
pleased that  I  was  compelled  to  expose  those 
that  bad  fled  to  me.  to  go  again  into  an  ene- 
my's country;  ytt  did  I  think  it  more  eligible 
that  they  should  perish  among  the  Romans, 
if  it  should  so  happen,  than  in  the  country 
that  was  under  my  jurisdiction.  However, 
they  escaped  at  length,  and  king  Agrippa  for- 
gave them  their  offences;  and  this  was  the 
conclusion  of  what  concerned  these  men, 

•  Here  we  may  observe  the  volgar  Jewish  nolioD  of 
wi'chcriilt;  l>ut  that  our  Josepbu5  was  too  wise  to  give 
any  couaten&Dce  to  it 
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32.  But  as  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of 
Tibenas,  they  wrote  to  the  king,  and  desired 
him  to  send  them  forces  sufficient  to  be  a  guard 
to  their  country;  for  that  they  were  desirous 
to  come  over  to  him.  This  was  what  they 
wrote  to  him ;  but  when  I  came  to  them,  they 
desired  me  to  build  their  walls»  as  I  had  pro- 
mised them  to  do;  for  they  had  heard  that  the 
Willis  of  Tariches  were  already  built.  I  agreed 
to  their  proposal  accordingly;  and  when  I  had 
made  preparation  for  the  entire  building,  I 
gave  order  to  the  architects  to  go  to  work ;  but 
on  the  third  day,  when  I  was  gone  to  Tari- 
che;e,  which  was  thirty  furlongs  di^^tant  from 
Tiberias,  it  so  fell  out,  that  some  Roman  horso- 
men  were  discoverrd  on  their  march,  not  far 
from  the  city,  which  made  it  to  be  supposed 
that  the  forces  were  come  from  the  king; 
upon  wliich  they  shouted,  and  lifted  up  their 
voices  in  commendations  of  the  king,  and  in 
reproaches  against  me.  Hereupon  one  came 
ruiuiing  to  me,  and  told  me  what  their  dispo- 
sitions were;  and  that  they  had  resolved  to 
revolt  from  me:  —  upon  hearing  which  news 
I  was  very  much  alarmed;  for  I  had  already 
sent  away  my  armed  mefi  from  Taricliea;  to 
their  own  homes,  because  the  next  day  was 
our  Sabbath;  for  I  would  not  have  the  people 
of  Tarichese  disturbed  [on  that  day]  by  ft  mul- 
titude of  soldiers ;  and  indeed,  whenever  I 
sojourned  at  that  city,  I  never  took  any  par- 
ticular rare  for  a  guard  about  my  own  body, 
because  I  had  had  frequent  instances  of  the 
fidelity  its  inhabitants  bore  to  me.  I  had  now 
about  me  no  more  than  seven  armed  men,  be- 
sides some  friends,  and  was  doubtful  what  to 
do;  for  to  send  to  recall  my  own  forces  I  did 
not  think  proper,  because  the  present  day  was 
almost  over;  and  had  those  forces  been  with 
me,  I  could  not  take  up  arms  on  the  next  day, 
because  our  laws  forbade  us  so  to  do,  even 
though  our  necessity  should  be  very  great;  and 
if  I  should  permit  the  people  of  TaricbeaB, 
and  the  strangers  with  them,  to  guard  the  city, 
I  saw  that  they  would  not  be  sufficient  for  that 
purpose,  and  I  perceived  that  1  should  be 
obliged  to  delay  my  assistance  a  great  while; 
for  I  thought  with  myself  that  the  forces  that 
came  from  the  king  would  prevent  me.  and 
that  I  should  be  driven  out  of  the  city.  I  con- 
sidered, therefore,  how  to  get  clear  of  these 
forces  by  a  stratagem ;  so  I  immediately  placed 
those  ray  friends  of  Taricheae,  on  whom  1 
could  best  confide,  at  the  gates,  to  watch  those 
very  carefully  who  went  out  at  those  gates;  I 
also  called  to  me  the  heads  of  families,  and 
bade  every  one  of  them  to  seize  upon  a  ship." 
to  go  on  board  it,  and  to  take  a  master  with 


•  In  this  section,  as  well  as  tn  sect  *.8  and  3:1,  those 
small  vessels  ih.it  sailed  on  the  sea  of  tJ^ililee.  are  r.-il!ed 
by  Joseplius  N*)';.  and  IIXm^c.  and  2xs^t;  ..£.  pliinly 
ihtpx;  so  (hat  we  need  not  wonder  at  our  F.Tancelist.s. 
who  still  call  them  shtns :  nnr  oiic;h(  we  to  rt-mler  lliem 
boati.  as  sume  do.  Their  nuniber  was  in  a"  "^'.tt.  as  we 
learn  from  our  aalhor  el»cwheie.  Jewish  War,  b.  ij  ch 
sxi.  •ect.  8. 


them,  and  follow  him  to  the  city  of  Tiberias. 
I  also  myself  went  on  board  one  of  those  ships, 
with  my  friends,  and  the  seven  armed  men  al- 
ready mentioned,  ami  sailed  for  Tiberias. 

33.  But  now,  when  the  people  of  Tiberias 
perceived  that  there  were  no  forces  come  from 
the  king,  and  yet  saw  the  whole  lake  full  of 
ships,  they  were  in  fear  what  would  become 
of  their  city,  and  were  greatly  terrified,  as 
supposing  that  the  ships  were  full  of  men  on 
board;  so  they  then  changed  their  minds,  and 
threw  down  their  weapons,  and  met  me  with 
their  wives  and  children,  and  made  acclama- 
tions to  me  with  great  commendations;  for 
they  imagined  that  I  did  not  know  their  for- 
mer inclinations  Tto  hive  been  against  me], 
so  they  persuaded  me  to  spare  tlie  city;  but 
when  I  was  come  near  enough,  1  gave  order 
to  the  masters  of  the  ships  to  rast  anchor  a 
ijood  way  oiftlie  land,  that  the  people  of  Ti- 
berias might  not  perceive  that  the  ships  bail 
no  men  on  board;  but  I  went  nearer  to  the 
people  in  one  of  the  ships,  and  rebuked  them 
for  their  folly,  and  that  they  were  so  lickle  ii-;, 
without  any  just  occasion  in  the  world,  to  re- 
volt from  their  fidelity  to  me.  However,  \ 
assured  them  that  I  would  entirely  forgive 
them  for  the  time  to  come,  if  tliey  would  send 
ten  of  the  ringleaders  of  the  nudtitude  to  me; 
and  when  they  complied  readily  with  this  pro- 
posal, and  sent  me  the  men  forementioned,  I 
put  them  on  board  a  ship,  and  sent  them  away 
to  Tarichcie,  and  ordered  them  to  be  kept  in 
prison. 

34.  And  by  this  stratagem  it  was  that  I 
gradually  got  all  the  senate  of  Tiberias  into 
my  power,  and  sent  them  to  the  city  foremen- 
tioned. with  many  of  the  principal  men  among 
the  populace;  and  those  not  fewer  in  itnniber 
than  the  other;  but.  when  the  multitude  saw 
into  what  great  miseries  they  had  hroui'ht 
themselves,  they  desired  me  to  punish  the  aii- 
thor  of  this  sedition:   his  name  was  Clitn-    .i 

I  young  man,  bold  and  rash  in  his  undertak- 
ings. Now,  since  I  thought  it  not  agreealile 
to  piety  to  put  one  of  my  own  people  to  death, 
and  yet  fotmd  it  necessary  to  punish  hitn,  I 
ordered  Levi,  one  of  my  own  guards,  to  go  to 
him,  and  cut  Olf  one  of  Clitus's  hands  ;  Sut 
as  he  that  was  ordered  to  do  this,  was  afraid 
to  go  out  of  the  ship  alone  among  so  great  a' 
multitude,  I  was  not  willing  that  the  tintor. 
ousncss  of  the  soldier  should  appear  to  the 
people  of  Tiberias; — so  I  called  to  Clitiis 
himself,  and  s;iid  to  him,  "  Since  thou  deserv- 
esr  to  lose  both  thine  hands  for  thy  ingrati- 
tude to  me,  be  thou  thine  own  executioner, 
lest,  if  thou  refusest  so  to  be,  thou  undergo  a 
worse  punishment."  And  when  he  earnestly 
begged  of  me  to  spare  him  one  of  his  hands, 
it  was  witli  difficulty  thit  I  granted  it.  So, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  loss  of  both  his  hands, 
he  «illini:Iy  took  his  sword  and  eut  olf  his 
own  left  hand;  and  this  put  an  end  to  the 
^editiou 
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35.  Now  the  men  of  Tiberias,  sftrr  I  was 
l^ue  to  Taricbtix,  peiceivei!  wbat  :^trata^t*ii)  1 
ha<l  used  a^aiii^l  lL«;ui,  aiici  tbey  adinirtrti  bow 
I  bad  put  811  end  to  their  luuli:<h  «etliiiuii, 
witbiMit  sbedfling  of  blood,  liut  now,  when 
I  bad  seat  for  some  of  those  multitudes  of 
tbe  people  of  Ti'rierias  out  of  prison,  among 
\vboni  v\ere  Justus  and  iiis  father  Pistus,  1 
made  them  to  sup  with  me;  and  during  our 
supper-time  1  said  to  tbem.  that  I  knew  tbe 
power  of  the  Romans  was  superior  to  all 
others;  but  did  not  say  so  [publicly]  because 
of  the  robbers.  So  1  adWsed  them  to  do  as 
I  did,  and  to  wait  fur  a  proper  opportunity, 
and  not  to  be  uneasy  at  my  beiiiR  tbeir  com- 
mander ;  for  that  they  could  not  expect  to  have' 
another  who  would  use  the  like  moderation 
that  I  bad  done.  1  also  put  Justus  in  mind 
bow  the  Galileans  had  cut  otT  bis  brother's 
bunds  before  ever  I  came  to  Jerusalem,  U|>on 
an  accusation  laid  against  bim,  as  if  be  had 
been  a  rogue,  and  bad  forged  some  letters;  as 
also  bow  the  people  of  Gamala,  in  a  sedition 
they  raised  against  tbe  Babylonians,  after  the 
departure  of  Philip,  slew  Chares,  who  was  a 
kinsman  of  Philip,  and  withal  how  tbey  had 
wisely  punished  Jesus,  his  l>ro(her  Justus's  sis- 
ter's husband  [with  death].  When  I  bad  said 
this  to  tbem  during  supper-time,  I  in  the  morn- 
ing ordered  Justus,  and  all  tbe  rest  that  were  in 
prison,  to  be  loosed  out  of  it,  and  sent  away. 

30.  But  before  this  it  happened  that  Philip, 
the  son  of  Jacimus,  went  out  of  tbe  cita- 
del of  Gamala  upon  tbe  foUmving  occasion- 
\>'hen  Philip  had  been  informed  tnat  Varus 
wa£  put  out  of  his  government  by  king  Agrip- 
pa  and  that  Kquieulus  Modius,  a  man  tliat 
was  of  old  bis  friend  and  companion,  was 
C4)me  to  succeed  bim,  he  vvrote  to  him,  and 
related  what  turns  of  fortune  be  bad  had,  and 
desired  him  to  forward  the  letters  be  sent  to 
tile  king  and  queen.  Now,  when  Modius  had 
received  these  letters  he  was  exceedingly  glad, 
and  sent  tbe  letters  to  the  king  and  (jueen,  who 
Were  then  about  Berytus.  But  when  king 
Agrippa  knew  that  tbe  story  about  Philip  was 
f»l.se  I  for  it  bad  been  given  out,  that  the  Jews 
hdd  begun  a  war  with  tbe  Romans,  and  that 
this  Philip  bad  been  their  commander  in  that 
war),  he  sent  some  horsemen  to  conduct  Philip 
to  him;  and  when  he  was  come,  he  saluted 
bim  very  obligingly,  and  showed  him  to  the 
Roniaa  couwuaiiders,  and  told  them  that  this 
was  the  man  of  whom  tbe  report  had  gone 
about  as  if  he  had  reviilted  from  the  Romans. 
He  also  bid  biin  to  take  some  horsemen  with 
bim,  and  to  go  quickly  to  tbe  citadel  of  Ga- 
mala,  and  to  bring  out  thence  all  his  domes- 
tics, and  to  restore  tbe  Uii)>y1onians  to  Batanea 
again.  He  also  gave  it  him  in  charge  to  take 
all  possible  care  thut  none  of  bis  subjects 
should  be  guilty  of  m>.kiiig  any  innovation. 
Accordmgiy,  upon  these  directions  from  t*"? 
king,  he  made  haste  to  do  what  he  was  com- 
manded. 


•S7.  Now  there  was  one  Joseph,  the  son  of 
a  female  phvsieian,  who  excited  a  great  manj 
young  men  to  jriin  with  him.  He  also  inso- 
lently addressed  himself  to  the  principal  per- 
sons at  Ganiala,  and  persuaded  them  to  revolt 
from  the  king,  and  take  np  arms,  and  gave 
tbem  ho|)ts  that  .bey  should,  by  his  means, 
recover  their  liberty:  and  some  they  forced 
into  the  service;  and  those  that  would  rot 
acquiesce  in  what  they  bad  resolved  on,  they 
slew.  Tbey  also  slew  Chares,  and  with  bim 
Jesus,  one  of  his  kinsmen,  and  a  brother  of 
Justus  of  Tiberias,  as  we  have  already  snid. 
Those  of  Gamala  also  wrote  to  ine,  desiring 
me  to  setid  them  an  armed  force,  and  work- 
men to  raise  up  the  walls  of  their  city;  nor 
did  I  reject  either  of  tbeir  requests.  The 
region  of  Gaulanitis  did  also  revolt  from  tbe 
king,  as  far  as  the  village  of  Solyma.  I  also 
built  a  wall  about  Seleucia  and  Soganni, 
which  are  villages  naturally  of  very  great 
strength.  Moreover,  I,  in  like  manner,  walled 
several  villages  of  I'pper  Galilee,  though  they 
were  \  ery  rocky  of  themselves.  Their  names 
are  Jamnia,  and  Meroth,  and  Achaliare.  1 
also  fortified,  in  the  Lower  Galilee,  the  cities 
Taricheae,  Tiberias.  Sepphoris.  and  the  vil- 
lages, the  cave  » f  Arl»ela,  Bersobe,  Selamir, 
JotapMa,  Capbarecho,  and  Sigo,  and  Japba, 
and  .Mount  Tabor.*  1  also  laid  np  a  great 
quantity  of  corn  in  these  places,  and  arms 
withal,  that  might  be  for  their  security  after- 
ward. 

38.  But  the  hatred  that  John,  the  son  ol 
Levi,  bore  to  me,  grew  now  more  vi<ilent, 
while  be  could  not  bear  my  prosjierily  with 
patience.  So  he  propifsed  to  himself,  by  all 
means  possible,  to  make  aw;iy  with  me;  and 
built  tbe  walls  of  Giscbala,  which  was  the  place 
of  his  nativity.  He  then  sent  bis  brothn 
SimoTi,  and  Jonathan,  tbe  son  of  Sisenna,  and 
about  a  hundred  armed  men,  to  Jerusalem,  tc 
Simon,  the  son  of  Gamaliel,  t  in  order  to  per- 
suade him  to  induce  the  commonalty  of  Jern.-' 
salem  to  lake  from  me  the  government  over  the 
(Galileans,  and  to  give  their  suffrages  for  con- 
ferring that  authority  upon  him.  This  Simon 
was  of  the  city  of  Jerusalem,  and  of  a  very 
noble  ftmily,  of  the  sect  of  th£  Pharisees, 
which  are  supposed  to  excel  others  in  tbe  ac- 
curate knowledge  of  the  laws  of  their  coun- 
try. He  was  a  man  of  great  wisdom  and 
reason,  and  capable  of  restoring  public  aflTairs 
by  his  prudence,  when  they  were  in  an  ill 
posture.  He  was  also  an  old  friend  and  com- 
panion of  John;  but  at  that  time  he  had  a 
difference  with  roe.     When  therefore  he  had 

•  Part  of  Ihrw  forlifiraliun^  on  Mi)Unt  Tabor  may 
h^  \h„f^  ^ttll  rpmiinine  a'  <)  whirti  were  s.-en  lately  by 
Mr.  \tjtnnrtrrl.     .*Srr  lii*  I  mvels.  p.  tl^ 

+  I  hi*  fiavi.aliel  may  br  the  Trry  tome  that  is  men- 
lionet  h>  the  rabbin»  in  Mit  \lishn;i.  in  Jucha^ili.  am)  in 
Porta  \l«8i»i.  as  is  oi».erxe<l  in  ttie  I  at^^  nnleji.  He 
ni:i!ht  *■*  i»lM»  that  Oamaliel  II.  who»e  rMO'lfattirr  waa 
Nam.Uie:  I.  who  ta  H^rntitur^  in  Arts  t.  :.4;  anil  a: 
wti...(-  l<:cl  M  Paul  N«a  frrobyA/  uy.  Ads  xxu.  ^  See 
Prid  at  Itie  )ear  449 
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Beeeived  such  an  exhortation,  he  persuaded 
the  high  priests,  Anaiius,  and  Jesus  the  son 
of  Gainala,  and  some  others  of  the  same  se- 
ditious faction,  to  cut  me  down,  now  1  was 
growing  so  great,   and  not   to  overlook    me 


ed  at  Jerusalem,  whose  name  was  Jesus,  who 
had  ahout  him  a  baud  of  six  hundred  armed 
men,  they  sent  for  him,  and  gave  him  three 
months'  pay,  and  gave  him  orders  to  fullow 
Jonathan  and  his  companions,  and   be  obedi- 


wh,  e  I  was  aggrandizing  myself  to  the  height  ent  to  them.  Thev  also  gave  money  to  three 
of  glory;  and  he  sa.d  that  it  would  be  for  the  |  hundred  men  that  were  citizens  of  Jerusalem, 
advantage  of  the  Galileans  if  I  were  deprived    to  maintain  them  all,  and  ordered  them  also 


ol  my  government  there.  Ananus  also,  and 
his  friends,  desired  them  to  make  no  delay 
about  the  matter,  lest  I  should  get  the  know 
ledge  of  what  was  doing  too  soon,  and  should 
come  and  make  an  assault  upon  the  city  with 
a  great  army.  This  was  the  counsel  of  Simon ; 
but  Ananus  the  higb  priest  demonstrated  to 
them  that  this  was  not  an  easy  thing  to  be 
done,  because  many  of  the  high  priests  and 
of  the  rulers  of  the  people,  bore  witness  that 
I  had  acted  like  an  excellent  general,  and  that 
it  was  the  work  of  ill  men  to  accuse  one 
against  whom  they  had  nothing  to  say. 

39.  When  Simon  heard  Ananus  say  this, 
he  desired  that  the  messengers  would  conceal 
the  thing,  and  not  let  it  come  among  many; 
for  that  he  would  take  care  to  have  Josephus 
removed  out  of  Galilee  very  .juickly.  So  he 
called  for  John's  brother  [Simon],  and  charg- 
ed him  that  they  should  send  presents  to  Ana- 
nus and  his  friends;  for,  as  he  said,  they  might 
probably,  by  that  means,  persuade  them  to 
cbaiige  their  minds.  And  indeed  Simon  did 
at  length  thus  compass  wh;it  he  aimed  at;  for 
Ananus,  and  those  with  him,  being  corrupted 
by  bribes,  agreed  to  expel  me  out  of  Galilee, 
without  making  the  rest  of  the  citizens  ac- 
quainted with  what  they  were  doing.  Ac- 
cordingly they  resolved  to  send  men  of  dis- 
tinction as  to  their  families,  and  of  di-tinetion 
as  to  their  learning  also.  Two  of  these  were 
of  the  popul.ice,  Jonathan*  and  Ananias,  by 
sect  Pharisees;  while  the  third,  Jozar,  was  of 
the  stock  of  the  priests,  and  a  Pharisee  also; 
Hiid  Simon,  the  last  of  them,  was  of  the  young- 
est of  the  high  priests.  Th'ise  had  it  given 
them  in  i-harge,  that,  when  they  were  come  to 
the  multitude  of  the  Galileans,  they  should 
ask  them  what  was  the  reason  of  their  love  to 
me?  and  if  they  sai<l  that  it  was  because  I  was 
born  at  Jerusalem,  that  they  should  reply,  that 
they  four  were  all  born  at  the  same  place;  and 
if  they  should  say,  it  was  because  I  was  well 
versed  in  their  law,  they  should  reply,  that 
neither  were  they  unacquainted  with  the  prac- 
tices of  their  country;  but  if,  besides  these, 
they  should  say  they  loved  me  because  I  was 
a  priest,  they  should  reply,  that  two  of  these 
were  priests  also. 

40.  Now,  when  they  had  given  Jonathan 
and  his  companions  these  instructions,  they 
gave  them  forty  thousand-  [drachma]  out  of 
the  public  money:  but  when  they  heard  that 
there  was  a  certain  Galilean  that  then  sojourn- 

•  Thig  Jonattian  n  also  taken  notice  of  in  Itie  Latin 
notes,  as  tlic  jamo  that  is  mentiuned  by  the  rabbins  in 
rorla  Moaia. 


to  fullow  the  ambassadors;  and  when  they  had 
complied,  and  were  gotten  ready  for  the  march, 
Jonathan  and  his  companions  went  out  with 
them,  having  along  with  them  John's  brother 
and  a  hundred  armed  men.  The  charge  that 
was  given  them  by  those  that  sent  them  was 
this:  That  if  I  would  voluntarily  lay  down 
my  arms,  they  should  send  me  alive  to  the 
city  of  Jerusalem;  but  that,  in  case  I  op- 
posed them,  they  should  kill  me,  and  fear 
nothing;  for  that  it  was  their  command  for 
them  so  to  do.  They  also  wrote  to  John 
to  make  all  ready  for  fighting  me,  and  gave 
orders  to  the  inhabitants  of  Sepphoria,  and 
Gabara,  and  Tiberias,  to  send  auxiliaries  to 
John. 

4 1 .  Now,  as  my  father  wrote  me  an  account 
of  this  (for  Jesus  the  son  of  Gamala,  who 
was  present  in  that  council,  a  friend  and  com- 
panion of  mine,  told  him  of  it),  I  was  very 
much  trontiled,  as  discovering  thereby  that  ray 
fellow-citizens  proved  so  ungrateful  to  me,  as, 
out  of  envy  to  give  order  that  I  should  be 
slain ;  my  father  earneslly  pressed  me  also  in 
his  letter  to  come  to  hiin,  for  that  he  loneed 
to  see  his  son  before  he  died.  I  infoimed 
my  friends  of  these  things,  and  that  in  three 
days'  time  I  should  leave  the  country  and  go 
home .  Upon  hearing  this,  they  were  all  very 
sorry,  and  desired  inc,  with  tears  in  their  eyes, 
not  to  leave  them  to  be  destroyed;  for  so  they 
thou;i;ht  they  should  be,  if  I  were  deprived  oi 
the  command  over  them:  but  as  1  did  not 
grant  their  request,  but  was  taking  care  of  my 
own  safety,  the  Galileans,  out  of  their  dread 
of  the  consequence  of  my  departure,  that  they 
should  then  be  at  the  inercy  of  the  robbers, 
sent  messengers  over  all  Galilee  to  inform  them 
of  iny  resolution  to  leave  them.  Whereupon, 
as  soon  as  they  heard  it,  they  got  together  in 
great  numbers,  from  all  parts,  with  their  wives 
and  children;  and  this  they  did,  as  it  appeared 
to  me,  not  more  out  of  their  affection  to  me, 
than  out  of  their  fear  on  their  own  accouni : 
tor,  while  I  staid  with  them,  they  supposed 
that  they  should  suifer  no  harm.  So  they  all 
came  into  the  great  plain,  wherein  I  lived,  the 
name  of  which  was  Asochis 

4J.  But  wonderful  it  was  what  a  dream  I 
saw  that  very  night;  for  when  I  had  betaken 
myself  to  my  bed,  as  grieved  and  disturbetl  at 
the  news  that  had  been  written  to  me,  it  seem- 
ed to  me,  that  a  certain  person  stood  by  n]e,f 

+  This  I  take  to  be  the  first  of  Josephtis's  remar)(able 
or  divine  dreams,  which  were  predictive  of  tile  great 
thincs  tliat  afterwards  came  to  pass;  of  winch  see  more 
in  tlie  note  nn  Antiq.  b  iii.  cliap.  viii.  sect  9,  Tb» 
other  is  in  tlie  Wax.  b.  lii.  ch.  viii.  sect.  3,  0. 
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and  soiii,  "  0  Josephus!  leave  ofif  to  afflict 
tliy  soul,  and  put  away  all  fear;  for  what  now 
prievcs  thee  will  render  thee  very  considera- 
We,  and  in  all  respects  most  happy  ;  for  thou 
shalt  get  over  not  only  these  dilficulties,  hut 
many  others,  with  preat  success.  However, 
be  not  cast  down,  but  remember  that  thou  art 
to  fight  with  the  Romans."  When  I  had  seen 
this  dream,  I  got  up  wiih  an  intention  of  go- 
ing down  to  the  plain.  Now,  when  the  whole 
multitude  of  the  Galileans,  among  whom  were 
tlie  women  and  children,  saw  me,  they  threw 
themselves  down  upon  their  faces,  and,  with 
tears  in  their  eyes,  besought  me  not  to  leave 
them  exposed  to  their  enemies,  nor  to  go  away 
and  permit  their  country  to  be  injured  by 
them;  but,  when  1  did  not  comply  with  their 
entreaties,  they  compelled  me  to  take  an  oath, 
that  t  would  stay  with  them:  they  also  cast 
abundance  of  reproaches  upon  the  people  of 
Jerusalem,  that  they  would  not  let  their  coun- 
try enjoy  peticc. 

43.  When  I  heard  this,  and  saw  what  sor- 
row the  people  were  in,  I  was  moved  with  com- 
passion to  them,  and  thought  it  became  me  to 
undergo  the  most  manifest  hazards  for  the  sake 
of  so  great  a  multitude;  so  1  let  them  know 
1  would  stay  with  them;  and  when  I  had 
given  order  that  five  thousand  of  them  should 
come  to  me  armed,  and  with  provisions  for 
their  maintenance,  I  sent  the  rest  away  to 
their  own  homes;  and,  when  those  five  thou- 
sand were  come,  I  took  them,  together  with 
three  thousand  of  the  soldiers  that  were  with 
me  before,  and  eighty  horsemen,  and  marched 
to  the  village  of  Chabolo,  situated  in  the  con- 
fines of  Ptolemais,  aiul  there  kept  my  forces 
together,  pretending  to  get  ready  to  fight  with 
Pla<ridu£,  who  was  come  with  two  cohorts  of 
footmen,  and  one  troop  of  horsemen;  and  was 
sent  thither  by  Cestius  Callus  to  burn  those 
villages  of  Galilee  that  were  near  Ptolemais. 
Upon  whose  casting  up  a  bank  before  the  city 
Ptolemais,  I  also  pitched  my  aimp  at  about 
the  distance  of  sixty  furlongs  from  that  vil- 
lage; and  now  we  frequently  brought  out  our 
forces  as  if  we  would  fight,  but  proceeded  no 
farther  than  skirmishes  at  a  distance ;  for  when 
Placidus  perceived  that  I  was  earnest  to  come 
to  battle,  he  was  afraid,  and  avoided  it ;  yet 
did  he  not  remove  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  Ptolemais. 

44.  .'Vbout  this  time  it  was  that  Jonathan 
and  his  fellow-legates  came.  They  were  sent, 
as  we  have  said  already,  by  Simon,  and  .4na- 
nus  the  high-priest;  and  Jonathan  contriveil 
how  he  might  catch  me  by  treachery;  for  he 
durst  not  make  any  attempt  upon  me  openly. 
So  he  wrote  me  the  following  epistle : — "Jona- 
than and  those  that  are  with  him. and  are  sent  by 
the  people  of  Jerusalem  to  Josephus,  send 
greeting.  We  are  sent  by  the  principal  men 
of  Jerusalem,  who  have  heard  that  John  of 
Gischala  hath  laid  many  snares  for  thee,  to 
rebuke  him,  and  to  e.\hurt  him  to  be  subject 


to  thee  hereafter.  We  are  also  desirous  to 
consult  with  thee  about  our  conmion  concerns, 
and  what  is  fit  to  be  done.  We,  therefore, 
desire  thee  to  come  to  us  quickly,  and  to 
bring  only  a  few  men  with  thee;  for  this  vil- 
lage will  not  contain  agreat  number  of  soldiers." 
Thus  it  was  that  they  wrote,  as  expecting  one 
of  these  two  things:  cither  that  I  should  come 
without  armed  men,  and  then  tbey  should  have 
me  wholly  in  their  power:  or,  if  I  came  with  a 
great  number,  tbey  should  judge  me  to  be  a 
pub'.ic  enemy.  Now  it  was  a  horseman  who 
brought  the  letter,  a  man  at  other  times  bold, 
and  one  that  had  served  in  the  army  undei 
the  king.  It  was  the  second  hour  of  the 
night  that  he  came,  when  I  was  feasting  witU 
my  friends  and  the  principal  ot  the  Galileans. 
This  man,  upon  my  servant's  telling  me  that 
a  certain  horseman  of  the  Jewish  nation  was 
come,  was  called  in  at  my  command,  but  did 
not  so  much  as  salute  me  at  all,  but  held  out 
a  letter,  and  said,  "  This  letter  is  sent  thee  by 
those  that  are  come  from  Jerusalem;  do  thou 
write  an  answer  to  it  quickly,  for  I  am  obliged 
to  return  to  them  very  soon."  Now  my  guests 
could  not  but  wonder  at  the  boldness  of  the 
soldier;  but  I  desired  him  to  sit  down  and 
sup  with  us;  but  when  be  refused  so  to  do, 
I  held  the  letter  in  my  bands  as  I  received  it, 
and  fell  a-talking  with  my  guests  about  other 
matters;  but,  a  few  hours  afterwards,  I  got 
up,  and,  when  I  had  dismissed  the  rest  to  go 
to  their  beds,  I  bid  oidy  four  of  my  intimate 
friends  to  stay ;  and  ordered  my  servant  to  get 
some  wine  ready.  I  also  opened  the  letter 
so  that  nobody  could  perceive  it;  and  under- 
standing thereby  presently  the  purport  of  the 
writing,  I  sealed  it  up  again,  and  appeared  as 
if  I  had  not  yet  read  it,  but  only  held  it 
in  my  bands.  I  ordered  twenty  dnichraae 
should  be  given  the  soldier  for  the  charges  of 
his  journey;  and  when  he  took  the  money, 
and  said  that  he  thanked  me  for  it,  I  perceived 
that  he  loved  money,  and  that  he  was  to  be 
caught  chiefly  by  that  means;  and  I  said  to 
him,  "  If  thou  wilt  but  drink  with  us,  thou 
shalt  have  a  drachma  for  every  glass  thou 
ilrinkest."  So  he  gladly  embraced  this  pro- 
posal, and  drank  a  great  deal  of  wine,  in  order 
to  get  the  more  money,  and  was  so  drunk, 
th:it  at  last  he  could  i^ot  keep  the  secrets  he 
was  intrusted  with,  but  discovered  them  with- 
out my  putting  questions  to  him,  \\z.  That  a 
treacherous  design  was  contrived  against  me; 
and  that  I  was  doomed  to  die  by  those  that 
sent  him.  When  I  heard  this,  I  wrote  back 
this  .answer:  — "Joseplius  to  Jonathan,  and 
those  tliat  are  with  him,  scndeth  greeting. 
Upon  the  information  that  you  are  come  in 
health  into  Galilee,  I  rejoice,  and  this  espe- 
cially because  I  can  now  resign  the  care  of 
public  affairs  here  into  your  hands,  and  return 
into  my  native  country,  —  which  is  what  I 
have  desired  to  do  a  great  while;  and  I  con- 
fess I  ought  not  only  to  come  to  you  as  £u 


THE  LCFE  OF  FLAVIUS  JOSEPHUS. 


1ft 


M  Xaloth,  but  (artber,  and  this  mtbout  your 
cooiinands:  but  I  desire  you  to  excuse  me, 
because  I  cannot  do  it  now,  since  I  watch  the 
motions  of  Placidus,  who  hath  a  mind  to  go 
up  into  Galilee;  and  this  I  do  here  at  Cha- 
bolo.  Do  you,  therefore,  on  the  receipt  of 
this  epistle,  come  hither  to  me.  Fare  you 
well. " 

45.  When  I  had  written  thus,  and  given 
the'  letter  to  be  carried  by  the  soldier,  I  sent 
along  with  him  thirty  of  the  Galileansofthc  best 
characters,  and  gave  them  instructions  to  salute 
those  ambassadors,  but  to  say  nothing  else  to 
them.  I  also  gave  orders  to  as  many  of  those 
armed  men,  whom  I  esteemed  most  faithful  to 
me,  to  go  along  with  the  others,  everyone  with 
him  whom  he  was  toguard,  lest  some  conversa- 
tion might  pass  between  those  whom  I  sent  and 
those  who  were  with  Joiiatbaii.  So  those  men 
went  [to  Jonathan].  But,  when  Jonathan  and 
his  partners  had  failed  in  this  their  first  at- 
tempt, they  sent  me ;inotherlctter,thc contents 
whereof  were  as  follows: — "Jonathan,  and 
those  with  him,  to  Josephus,  send  greeting. 
We  require  thee  to  come  to  us  to  the  village 
Gabarotb,  on  the  third  day,  without  any 
«rmed  men,  that  we  may  hear  what  thou  hast 
to  lay  to  the  charge  of  John  [of  Gischala]." 
When  they  had  written  this  letter  they  sa- 
luted the  Galileans  whom  I  sent;  and  came  to 
Japha,  which  was  the  largest  village  of  all 
Galilee,  and  encompassed  with  very  strong 
walls,  and  bad  a  great  number  of  inhabitants 
in  it.  There  the  multitude  of  men,  with  their 
wives  and  children,  met  them,  and  exclaimed 
loudly  against  them ;  and  desiied  them  to  be 
gone,  and  not  to  envy  them  the  advant4ige  of 
an  excellent  commander.  With  these  clamours 
Jonathan  and  his  partners  were  greatly  pro- 
voked, although  they  durst  not  show  their 
niiger  openly;  so  they  made  them  no  answer, 
but  went  to  other  villages.  But  still  the  same 
clamours  met  them  from  all  the  people,  who 
said,  "  Nobody  should  persuade  them  to  have 
any  other  commander  besides  Josephus."  So 
Jonathan  and  his  partners  went  away  from 
them  without  success,  and  came  to  Scppho- 
ris,  the  greatest  city  of  all  Galilee.  Now  the 
men  of  that  city,  who  inclined  to  the  Romans 
in  their  sentiments,  met  them  indeed,  but  nei- 
ther praised  nor  reproached  me;  and  when 
they  were  pone  down  from  Sepphoris  to 
Asocbis,  the  people  of  that  place  made  a  cla- 
mour agamst  them,  as  those  of  Japha  had 
done  ;  whereupon  they  were  able  to  contain 
themselves  no  longer,  but  ordered  the  armed 
men  that  were  with  them  to  beat  those  that 
made  the  clamour  with  their  clubs ;  and  w  hen 
they  came  to  Gabara,  Juhn  met  them  with 
three  thousand  armed  men;  but,  as  1  under- 
stood by  their  letter  that  they  hail  resolved  to 
fight  against  me,  I  arose  from  Chabolo,  with 
three  thousand  armed  men  also,  but  left  in  niv 
camp  one  of  my  fastest  friends,  and  came  to  J<i- 
tapata,  as  desirous  to  be  near  them,  the  disvance 


being  no  more  than  forty  furlongs.  Whence 
I  wrote  thus  to  them: — "  If  you  are  very  de- 
sirous that  I  should  come  to  you,  you  know 
there  are  two  hundred  and  forty  cities  and 
villages  in  Galilee:  I  will  come  to  any  of 
them  which  you  please,  excepting  Gabara  and 
Gischala, — the  one  of  which  is  John's  native 
city,  and  the  other  in  confederacy  and  friend- 
ship with  him." 

4fi.  ■\^^len  Jonathan  and  his  partners  had 
received  this  letter,  they  WTote  me  nq  more 
answers,  but  called  a  council  of  their  friends 
together ;  and  taking  John  into  their  consul- 
tation, they  took  counsel  together  by  what 
means  tbey  might  attack  me.  John's  opinion 
was,  that  tbey  should  write  to  all  the  cities 
and  villages  that  were  in  Galilee  ;  for  that 
there  must  be  certainly  one  or  two  persons  in 
every  one  of  them  that  were  at  variance  with 
me;  and  that  they  should  be  invited  to  come, 
to  oppose  me  as  lui  enemy.  He  would  also  have 
tnem  send  this  resolution  of  theirs  to  the  city 
of  Jerusalem,  thatits  citizens,  upon  the  know- 
ledge of  my  being  adjudged  to  be  an  enemy 
by  the  Galileans,  might  themselves  also  con- 
firm that  determination.  He  said  also,  that 
when  this  was  done,  even  those  Galileans  who 
were  well  affected  to  me,  would  desert  nie,  out 
of  fear.  When  John  had  given  them  thif  coun- 
sel, what  he  bad  said  was  very  agreeable  to 
the  rest  of  them.  I  was  also  made  acquainted 
with  these  affairs  about  the  third  hour  of  the 
night,  by  the  means  of  one  Sacchcus,  who  had 
belonged  to  them,  but  now  deserted  them  and 
came  over  to  me,  and  told  me  what  they  were 
about;  so  I  perceived  that  no  time  was  to  be 
lost.  Accordingly  I  gave  command  to  Jacob, 
an  armed  man  of  my  guard,  w  horn  I  esteemed 
faithful  to  me,  to  take  two  hundred  men,  and 
to  guard  the  passages  that  led  from  Gabara 
to  Galilee,  and  to  seize  upon  the  passengers, 
and  send  them  to  me,  especially  such  as  were 
caught  with  letters  about  them  :  I  also  sent 
Jcrcmias  himself,  one  of  my  friends,  with  six 
hundred  armed  men,  to  the  borders  of  Galilee, 
in  order  to  watch  the  roads  that  led  from  the 
country  to  the  city  of  Jerusalem ;  and  gave  him 
charge  to  lay  hold  of  such  as  travelled  with 
letters  about  them,  to  keep  the  men  in  bonds 
upon  the  place,  but  to  send  me  the  letters. 

47.  When  I  had  laid  these  commands  upon 
them,  I  gave  them  orders,  and  bid  them  take 
their  arms  and  bring  three  days'  prevision 
with  them,  and  be  with  me  the  next  day.  I 
also  parted  those  that  were  about  me  into 
four  parts,  and  ordained  those  of  them  that 
were  most  f.iithlul  to  me  to  be  a  guard  to  my 
body.  I  also  set  over  them  centurions  ;  and 
commanded  them  to  take  care  that  not  a  sol- 
dier which  they  did  not  tnow  should  mingle 
himself  among  them.  Now,  on  the  fifth  day 
following,  when  I  was  at  Gabaroth,  I  found 
the  entire  plain  that  was  before  the  village 
full  of  armed  men,  who  were  come  out  of 
Galilee    to   assist   me:    many  others  of  the 
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multitude  also  out  of  tbe  village,  ran  along 
^viih  me;  but  as  soon  as  1  bad  taken  my 
place,  and  began  to  speak  to  them,  tbey  all 
made  an  acclamation,  and  called  me  tbe  Be- 
nefactor and  Saviour  of  the  country ;  and 
when  I  had  made  them  my  acknowledge- 
ments, and  thanked  them  [for  their  affection 
to  me],  I  also  advised  them  to  fight  « ith  no- 
body,* nor  to  spoil  the  country,  but  to  pitch 
tbeir  tents  in  the  plain,  and  be  content  with 
the  sustenance  they  bad  brought  with  them; 
for  I  told  them  I  had  a  mind  to  compose 
these  troubles  without  shedding  any  blood. 
Now  it  came  to  pass,  that  on  the  very  same 
day  those  who  were  sent  by  John  with  letters, 
fell  among  the  guards  whom  I  bad  appointed  to 
wutch  the  roads;  so  the  men  were  themselves 
kept  upon  the  place,  as  my  orders  were;  but 
I  got  the  letters,  which  were  full  of  reproaches 
and  lies;  and  I  intended  to  fall  upon  ;bes€ 
men,  without  savings  word  of  these  matters 
to  any  body. 

48.  Now,  as  soon  as  Jonathan  and  his  com- 
panious  heard  of  my  coming,  they  took  all 
their  own  friends,  and  John  nitb  them,  and 
retired  to  the  house  of  Je^us,  which  indeed 
was  a  large  castle,  and  no  way  unlike  a  cita- 
del; so  they  privately  led  a  band  of  armed 
men  therein,  and  shut  all  tbe  other  doors  but 
one,  which  they  kept  open,  and  tbey  expected 
that  I  should  come  out  of  the  road  to  tbcm, 
to  salute  theui;  and  indeed  they  had  given 
orders  to  the  armed  men,  thai  when  I  came 
tbey  should  let  nobody  besides  me  come  in, 
but  should  exclude  others ;  as  supposing  that, 
by  this  means,  they  should  easily  get  me 
under  tbeir  power:  but  they  were  deceived 
in  tbeir  expectation,  for  1  perceived  what 
snares  tbey  had  laid  fur  me.  Now,  as  soon 
as  I  was  got  oiT  my  journey,  I  look  up  my 
lodgings  over  against  them,  and  pretended  to 
be  asleep ;  so  Jonathan  and  bis  party,  think- 
ing that  I  was  really  asleep  and  at  rest,  made 
baste  to  go  down  into  the  plain  to  persuade 
the  people  that  I  was  an  ill  governor:  but 
rhe  matter  proved  otherwise;  for,  upon  their 
appearance,  there  was  a  cry  made  by  the  Gali- 
leans immediately,  declaring  their  good  opi- 
nion of  me  as  their  governor;  and  they  made 
a  clamour  against  Jonathan  and  bis  partners 
for  coming  to  them  when  they  bad  suffered 
no  harm,  and  as  though  tbey  would  overturn 
their  happy  settlement;  and  desired  them  by 
all  means  to  go  back  again,  for  that  they 
would  never  be  persuaded  to  have  any  other 
to  rule  over  them  but  myself.  When  I  heard 
of  this,  I  did  not  fear  to  go  down  into  the 
midst  of  them ;  1  went  therefore  myself  down 
presently,    to  hear  what  Jonathan   and  his 

•  Josephus's  directions  to  his  soldiers  here  are  much 
the  same  that  John  tbe  Baptist  gave  (Luke  iii.  I4j;  — 
**  1>0  Tioleoce  to  no  man,  neither  accuse  any  false)),  and 
oe  content  wilti  your  wa^es."  Whence  Dr.  Hudson 
confirms  this  conjeclure,  that  Josepbus,  in  some  tilings, 
was,  even  now,  a  toHower  of  John  tbe  Baptist,  wbicb  is 
no  way  iuprobable.    See  'be  note  on  sect  t. 


companions  said.  As  soon  as  I  appeared, 
there  was  immediately  an  acclamation  made 
to  me  by  the  whole  multitude,  and  a  cry  in 
my  commendation  by  them,  who  confessed 
their  thanks  were  owing  to  me  for  my  (food 
government  of  them. 

4'J.  When  Jonathan  and  bis  companions 
heard  this  they  were  in  fear  of  tbeir  own 
lives,  and  in  danger  lest  they  should  b«  as- 
saulted by  tbe  Galileans  on  my  account;  so 
they  contrived  how  tbey  might  run  away;  but 
as  tbey  were  not  able  to  get  off,  for  I  desired 
them  to  stay,  they  looked  down  with  concern 
at  my  words  to  them.  1  ordered,  therefore, 
the  multitude  to  retrain  entirely  tbeir  accla- 
mations, and  placed  the  most  faithful  of  my 
armed  men  upon  the  avenues,  to  be  a  guard 
to  us,  lest  John  should  unexpectedly  fall 
upon  us;  and  I  encouraged  the  Galileans  to 
take  their  weapons,  lest  they  should  be  dis- 
turbed at  their  enemies,  if  any  sudden  insult 
should  be  made  upon  them;  and  then,  in  tbe 
first  place,  1  put  Jonathan  and  his  partners  in 
mind  of  their  [former]  letter,  and  after  what 
manner  they  had  « ritten  to  me,  and  declared 
they  were  sent  by  tbe  common  consent  of  the 
people  of  Jerusalem,  to  make  up  the  dill'er- 
ences  I  bad  with  John,  and  how  they  bad 
desired  me  to  come  to  them;  and  as  I  spake 
thus,  1  publicly  showed  that  letter  they  bad 
written,  till  tbey  could  not  at  all  deny  what 
tbey  bad  done,  tbe  letter  itself  convicting  thtm. 
1  tlien  said,  "  O  Jonathan,  and  you  that  are 
sent  with  him  as  bis  colleagues,  if  I  «ere  to 
be  judged  as  to  my  behaviour,  compared  nitb 
that  of  John's,  and  bad  brought  no  more  than 
two  or  three  witnesses,!  good  men  and  true, 
it  is  plain  you  had  been  forced,  upon  the  exa- 
mination of  tbeir  characters  beforehand,  to 
discharge  the  accusations;  that,  therefore,  you 
may  be  informed  that  1  have  acted  well  in  the 
affairs  of  Galilee,  I  think  three  witnesses  too 
few  to  be  brought  by  a  man  that  bath  dune 
as  he  ought  to  do;  so  I  give  you  all  these 
for  witnesses.  Inquire  of  tbemj  how  1  have 
lived,  and  whether  I  have  not  behaved  myself 
with  all  decency,  and  after  a  virtuous  manner 
among  them.  And  1  farther  conjure  you,  O 
Galileans!  to  hide  no  part  of  the  truth,  but 
to  speak  before  these  men  as  before  judges, 
whether  I  have  in  any  thing  acted  otherwise 
than  well." 

oO.  While  I  was  thus  speaking,  the  united 
voices  of  all  the  people  joined  together,  and 
called  me  their  Benefactor  and  Saviour,  and 
attested  to  my  former  behaviour,  and  exhorted 

■f  We  here  Icara  Ibe  practice  of  (he  Jews,  in  the  days 
of  .losephus,  to  inquire  into  Ibe  characters  of  witnesses 
hpf.  re  they  were  admilVd  ;  and  that  Iheir  number  ought 
to  be  Ibree.  or  two  at  the  least,  also  exactly  as  in  the  law 
of  Moses,  and  in  tbe  Apostolical  Constitutions,  h.  iL  ch. 
xwvii      See  Horeb  Covenant  Kevived,  page  97.  9i*. 

t  This  appeal  to  (he  whole  body  of  the  (ialileans  by 
Josepbus  and  tbt  testimony  they  ^.tvebim  of  integrity  iv 
hi>  conduct  as  their  governor,  is  virry  like  that  appeal  an* 
tesliinonv  in  the  rase  of  tbe  prophet  Samuei  (I  Sam.  aii 
1— d);  and  perhaps  was  done  by  Josepbus  io  imital'a. 
of  htm. 
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all  said,  upon  their  oaths,  that  the.r  w'ves  had  ^^[>J"^«^  j  al'o  sent  five  hundred  armed 
been  preserved  free  from  injunes,  and  t^" ^  "°  W^ '"^  ^\^  -them  [as  a  guard].  I  then  wrote 
one  had  ever  been  apgr.eved  by  u  c.  Atwr  "«"  ;"»?  J^'^  Samaria,  to  take  care  that 
this.  I  read  to  the  Galileans  two  of  those  ep  »-  °  "^^  f"^"**^^",  p™^  th  ough  the  country: 
ties  which  had  been  sent  by  Whau  and  h.»    they  n^^t^^^^  J  j^^^^,^ 

colleagues,  and  which  those  whom  I  had  ^P>^.'^~,;7o  ^teWne^^^^^  'hose  that 

pointTdtoguardtheroadhadtaken  and  sent   and.    wa^absolute^^^^^^^  y  ^^ 

io  me.     These  were  full  of  reproaches  ""J  of  go  ;i""^'^'>   ^to  Jerusaleraj         P  .^ 

lies,  as  if  I  had  acted  more  Uke  a  »> -f '^^  I  f,t7"^^^'„e'°;o  f>om  G^        to  Jer'jsa- 

3  governor  against  them;   with  many  other    three  aays  time,  b"        ,^  __, ^„.,,,„i  the 

..  t      -J,-  ..1 ;«  ^nnt-jlniiil    whu'h  were 


3  governor  at*"'""  ^"  7       ,  .•, 

things  besides  therein  contained,  which  were 
no  better  indeed  than  impudent  falsities.  1 
also  informed  the  multitude  how  I  came  hy 
these  letters,  and  that  those  who  carried  them 
delivered  them  up  voluntarily;  for  I  was  not 
willing  that  ray  enemies  should  know  any 
thing  of  the  guards  I  had  set,  lest  they  should 
be  afraid,  and  leave  off  writing  hereafter. 
51.  When  the  multitude  heard  these  things. 


lays  tiiue,  gw  uw."  "— -- 

lem.  I  also  went  myself,  and  conducted  the 
old  men  as  far  as  the  bounds  of  Galilee,  and 
set  guards  in  the  roads,  that  it  might  not  be 
easily  known  bv  any  one  that  these  men  were 
gone.  And  %vhen  I  had  thus  done,  I  went 
and  abode  at  Japha. 

53  Now  Jonathan  and  his  colleagues,  hay- 
ing failed  of  accoropUshing  what  they  wouM 
have   done   against   me,  sent  John   back   to 


51.  When  the  multitude  heard  these  things     "f"    "°"^    ?»»"';;  tKemselves  to  the  cilv  of 
they  were  greatly  provoked  at  Jonathan  and  |  Gisch^a,  but  went    ^  "^e'-^^,^^;^  .^^^^f  ^„ 

his  colleagues  that  were  with  h.m,  and  were    J'^^'^Jl^'l^^J (^^„i,i  on  a  letter  which 
going  to  attack  them,  and  kill  them;  and  this    'tern;  and  th.s  was  tounue  .^^^_^ 


they  had  certainly  done,  unless  I  had  restrained 
the  anger  of  the  Galileans,   and    said,   toat 
"  I  forgave  Jonathan  and  his  colleagues  what 
was  past,  if  they  would  repent,  and  go  to 
their  own  country,  and  tell  those  who  sent 
thein  the  truth,  as  to  my  conduct."     Mr  hen  1 
had  said  this,  I  let  them  go,  although  I  knew 
they  would  do  nothing  of  what  they  had  pro- 
mised.    But  the  multitude  were  very  much 
enraged  against  them,  and  entreated   iiie  to 
give  them  leave  to  punish  them  for  their  inso- 
lence; vet  did  I  try  all  methods  to  persuade 
them  to  spare  the  men;  for  1  knew  that  every 
instance  of  sedition  was  pernicious  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare.    But  the  multitude  was  too  angry 
with  them  to  be  dissuaded ;  and  all  of  thern 
went  immediately  to  the  house  in  which  Jona- 
than and   his   colleagues    abode.      However, 
when  I  perceived  tnat  their  rage  could  not  be 
restrained,  1  got  on  horseback,  and  ordered 
the  multitude  to  follow  me  to  the  village  So- 
gane,  which  was  twenty  furlongs  off  Gabara; 
and  by  using  this  stratagem.   I  so  managed 
myself,  as  not  to  appear  to  begin  a  civil  war 
amongst  them. 

5i  But  when  I  was  come  near  bogane,  1 
caused  the  multitude  to  make  a  halt,  and  ex- 
horted them  not  to  be  so  easily  provoked  to 
anger,  and  to  the  inflicting  such  punishments  as 
could  not  be  afterwards  recalled:  I  also  gave 
order,  that  a  hundred  men.  who  were  already 


Jesus,  their  then  governor,  had  written  then 
promising  that,  if  they  came,  the  multitude 
would  receive  them,  end  choose  to  be  under 
their  government;  so  they  went  their  wa>8 
with  this  expecUtion.     But  Sila^s  who,  as 
I  said,  had  been  left  curator  of  Tiberias  by 
me.  informed  me  of  this,  and  desired  me  to 
make  haste  thither.     Accordingly,  1  complied 
with  his  advice  immediately,  and  came  thither ; 
but  found  myself  in  danger  of  my  life,  U",a 
the  following  occasion:  Jonathan  and  his  col- 
leagues had  been  at  Tiberias,  and  had  per- 
suaded  a  great  many  of  such  as  had  a  quarre^ 
with  me  to  desert  me;  but  when  they  heard 
of  my  coming,  they  were  in  fear  for  them- 
selves, and  came  to  me  ;  and  when  they  had 
saluted  me,  they  said  that  I  was  a  happy  man 
in  having  behaved  myself  so  well  m  the  go- 
vernment of  Galilee;  and  they  congratulat^'d 
me  upon  the  honours  that  were  paid  me:   tor 
they  said  that  my  glory  was  a  credit  to  them, 
since  they  had  been  my  teachers  and  fellow- 
citizens  ;  and  they  said  farther,  that  it  was  but 
just  that  they  should  prefer  ray  friendship  to 
them  rather  than  John's,  and  that  they  would 
have  immediatelv  gone  home,  but  that  they 
staid  that  thev  might  deUver  up  John  into  ray 
power;   and  when  they  said  this,  they  took 
their  oaths  of  it,  and  those  such  as  are  most 
tremendous  amongst  us.  and  such  as  I  did  not 
think  fit  to  disbelieve.    However,  they  desired 


order,  that  a  hundred  men,  wbo  were  aireauy    iuiu.1.  ..v  w  ^.^^.■-   -  hpeause  the  next 

?n  years,  and  were  principal  men  among  them     rae  to  lodg'^/-"-^^,"^^  ihatit  was  not  f^ 
shouldgettheraselvesreadytogotothecity.of   '^^y-^.^^^^-^Z.^,  disturbed  [on 


Jerusalem,  and  should  make  a  complaint  before 
the  people,  of  such  as  raised  seditions  in  the 
country.  And  I  said  to  them,  that  "  in  case 
they  be  moved  with  what  you  si/,  you  shall  de- 
sire the  community  to  write  to  me,  and  to  enjoin 
me  to  continue  in  Galilee,  and  to  order  Jona- 
than and  his  colleagues  to  depart  out  of  it." 
When  I  had  suggested  these  instructions  to 
them,  and  while  they  were  getting  themselves 


day  was  ine  c^auuam,  »'•-  - — --       .     ,   _ 
the  city  of  Tiberias  should  be  disturbed  [on 

that  davl.  .  . 

54  So  t  suspected  nothing,  and  went  away 
to  Tarichea;  yet  did  I  withal  leave  some  to 
make  inquiry  in  the  city  how  matters  went 
and  whether  any  thing  was  said  about  me:  1 
also  set  many  persons  all  the  way  that  led 
from  Tarichea,  to  Tiberias,  that  they  might 
communicate   from  one  to  another,  it  they 
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learned  any  news  from  those  that  were  left  in 
the  city.  On  the  next  day,  therefore,  they 
iill  came  into  the  Proseucha;"  it  was  a  large 
edifice,  and  capable  of  receiving  a  great  num- 
ber of  people;  thither  Jonathan  went  in,  and 
though  he  durst  not  openly  speak  of  a  revolt, 
yet  did  he  say  that  their  city  stood  in  need  of 
a  better  governor  than  it  then  bad.  But  Jesus, 
who  was  the  ruler,  made  no  scruple  to  speak 
out,  and  said  openly,  "  O  fellow-citizens !  it 
is  better  for  you  to  be  in  subjection  to  four 
than  to  one ;  and  those  such  as  are  of  high 
birth,  and  not  without  reputation  for  their 
wisdom;"  and  pointed  to  Jonathan  and  his 
colleagues.  Upon  his  saying  this,  Justus  came 
in  and  commended  him  for  what  he  had  said, 
and  persuaded  some  of  the  people  to  be  of 
bis  mind  also.  But  the  multitude  were  not 
pleased  with  what  was  said,  and  bad  certainly 
gone  into  a  tumult,  unless  the  sixth  hour, 
which  was  now  come,  had  dissolved  the  as- 
sembly, at  which  hour  our  laws  require  us  to 
go  to  dinner  on  Sabbath-days;  so  Jonathan 
and  his  colleagues  put  off  their  council  till  the 
next  day,  and  went  off  without  success.  When 
I  was  informed  of  these  atfairs,  I  determined 
to  go  to  the  city  of  Tiberias  in  the  morning. 
Accordingly,  on  the  next  day,  about  the  first 
hour  of  the  day,  1  came  from  Taricheae,  and 
found  the  multitude  already  assembled  in  the 
Proseucha;  but  on  what  account  they  were 
gotten  together,  those  that  were  assembled  did 
not  know.  But  when  Jonathan  and  his  col- 
leagues saw  me  there  unexpectedly,  they 
were  in  disorder;  after  which  they  raised  a 
report  of  their  own  contrivance,  that  Roman 
horsemen  were  seen  at  a  place  called  Union, 
in  the  borders  of  Galilee,  thirty  furlongs  dis- 
tant from  the  city.  Upon  which  report  Jo- 
nathan and  bis  colleagues  cunningly  exhorted 
me  not  to  neglect  this  matter,  nor  to  suffer 
the  land  to  be  spoiled  by  the  enemy.  And 
this  they  said  »'ith  a  design  to  remove  me  out 
of  the  city,  under  the  pretence  of  the  want  of 
extraordinary  assistance,  while  they  might  dis- 
pose the  city  to  be  my  enemy. 

55.  As  for  myself,  although  I  knew  of 
their  design,  yet  did  I  comply  with  what  they 
proposed,  lest  the  people  of  Tiberias  should 
have  occasion  to  suppose  that  1  was  not  care- 
ful of  their  security.  I  therefore  went  out ; 
but,  when  I  was  at  the  place,  I  found  not  the 
least  footstep  of  any  enemy;  so  I  returned  as 
fast  as  ever  I  could,  and  found  the  whole 
council  assembled,  and  the  body  of  the  peo- 
ple gotten  together,  and  Jonathan  and  his  col- 
leagues bringing  rebement  accusations  against 
me,  as  one  who  had  no  concern  to  ease  them 

•  It  19  worth  noting  here,  that  there  was  now  a  §Teal 
Proseucha,  or  plaoe  of  prayer,  io  the  city  of  Tiberias 
itself,  though  such  Proseucha  used  to  be  out  of  cities,  as 
the  »ynagi^2Ues  were  within  tbeca.  tjf  them,  see  Le 
Moyue  on  Pulycarp's  Epistle,  page  Tf".  It  is  also  worth 
«ur  remark,  thiil  the  Jews,  io  the  days  of  Ju«ephQ«,  nsed 
tD  dine  at  the  sixth  hour,  or  noon :  aud  that,  io  obedieiMre 
Io  their  notions  of  the  law  of  Moses  also. 


of  the  burdens  of  war,  and  as  one  that  lived 
luxuriously.  And  as  they  were  discoursing 
thus,  they  produced  four  letters  as  WTitten  to 
them,  from  some  people  that  lived  at  the  bor- 
ders of  Galilee,  imploring  that  they  would 
come  to  their  assistance,  for  that  there  was  an 
army  of  Romans,  both  horsemen  and  foot- 
men, who  would  come  and  lay  waste  the  coun- 
try on  the  third  day;  they  desired  them  also 

to  make  haste,  and  not  to  overlook  them 

When  the  people  of  Tiberias  heard  this,  they 
thought  they  spake  truth,  and  made  a  clamour 
against  me,  and  said  I  ought  not  to  sit  still, 
but  to  go  away  to  the  assistance  of  their  coun- 
trymen. Hereupon  I  said  (for  I  understood 
the  meaning  of  Jonathan  and  his  colleagues) 
that  I  was  ready  to  comply  with  what  they 
proposed,  and  without  delay  to  march  to  the 
war  which  they  spake  of,  yet  did  I  advise 
them,  at  the  same  time,  that  since  these  let- 
ters declared  that  the  Romans  would  make 
their  assault  in  four  several  places,  they  should 
part  their  forces  into  five  bodies,  and  make 
Jonathan  and  his  colleagues  generals  of  each 
body  of  them,  because  it  was  fit  for  brave  men 
not  only  to  give  counsel,  but  to  take  the  place 
of  leaders,  and  assist  their  cotmtrvmen  when 
such  a  necessity  pressed  them  ;  for,  said  I,  it 
is  not  possible  for  me  to  lead  more  than  one 
party.  This  advice  ot  mine  greatly  pleased 
the  multitude;  so  they  compelled  them  to  go 
forth  to  the  war.  But  their  designs  were  put 
into  very  much  disorder,  because  they  had  not 
done  what  they  had  designed  to  do,  on  account 
of  my  stratagem,  which  was  opposite  to  theii 
undertakings. 

5fi.  Now  there  n"as  one  whose  name  wai 
Ananias  (a  wicked  man  he  was,  and  very  mis- 
chievous); he  proposed  that  a  general  religi- 
ous fastt  should  be  appointed  the  next  day 
for  all  the  people,  and  gave  order  that  at  the 
same  hour  they  should  come  to  the  same  place, 
without  any  weapons,  to  make  it  manifest  be- 
fore God,  that  while  tbey  obtained  his  assis- 
tance, they  thought  all  these  weapons  useless. 
This  be  said,  not  out  of  piety,  but  that  they 
might  catch  me  and  my  friends  unarmed. 
Now,  I  was  hereupon  forced  to  comply,  lest 
I  should  appear  to  despise  a  proposal  that 
tended  to  piety.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  we 
were  gone  home,  Jonathan  and  his  colleagues 
wrote  to  John  to  come  to  them  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  desiring  him  to  come  with  as  many 
soldiers  as  he  possibly  could,  for  that  they 
should  then  be  able  easily  to  get  me  into  their 
hands,  and  to  do  all  they  desired  to  do. — 
^^^len  John  had  received  this  letter,  be  resolv- 
ed to  comply  with  it.  As  for  mjself,  on  tie 
next  day,  I  ordered  two  of  the  guards  of  ray 
body,  whom  I  esteemed  the  most  courageous 
and  most  faithful,  to  hide  daggers  under  their 

+  One  may  observe  here,  that  this  lay-Pharisee.  Ana. 
Dias.  as  we  have  seen  he  was  (sect.  39).  took  upon  him  ta 
appoint  a  fast  at  1  ibenaa  and  was  obeyed;  though  iu 
deed  it  was  not  out  of  relifnon.  but  knavish  policy. 
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garments,  and  to  go  along  with  me,  that  we 
might  defend  ourselves,  if  any  attack  should 
be  made  upon  us  by  our  enemies.  I  also  my- 
self took  my  breast-plate,  and  girded  on  my 
sword,  so  that  it  might  be,  as  far  as  it  was  pos- 
sible, concealed,  and  came  into  the  Proseucha. 
67.  Now  Jesus,  who  was  the  ruler,  com- 
manded that  they  should  exclude  all  that  came 
with  me,  for  be  kept  the  door  himself,  and 
suffered  none  but  his  friends  to  go  in.  And 
while  we  were  engaged  in  the  duties  of  the 
day,  and  had  betaken  ourselves  to  our  pray- 
ers, Jesus  got  up,  and  inquired  of  me  what 
was  become  of  the  vessels  that  were  taken  out 
of  the  king's  palace  when  it  was  burnt  down, 
[and]  of  that  uncoined  silver:  and  in  whose 
possession  they  now  were  ?  This  he  said,  in 
order  to  drive  away  time  till  John  should  come. 
I  said  that  Capellus,  and  the  ten  principal  men 
of  Tiberias,  had  them  all;  and  I  told  him  that 
they  might  ask  them  whether  I  told  a  lie  or 
not.  And  when  they  said  they  had  them,  he 
asked  me.  What  is  become  of  those  twenty 
pieces  of  gold  wliit-h  thou  didst  receive  upon 
the  sale  of  a  certain  weight  of  uncoined  mo- 
ney? I  replied,  that  1  had  given  them  to 
those  ambassadors  of  theirs,  sis  a  maintenance 
for  them,  when  they  were  sent  by  them  to  Je- 
rusalem. So  Jonathan  and  his  colleagues  said 
that  I  had  not  done  well  to  pay  the  ambassa- 
dors out  of  the  public  money.  And  when 
the  multitude  were  very  angry  at  them  for 
this,  for  they  perceived  the  wickedness  of  the 
men,  I  understood  that  a  tumult  was  going  to 
arise;  and  being  desirous  to  provoke  the  peo- 
ple lo  a  greater  rage  against  the  men,  I  said, 
"  Hut  if  I  have  not  done  well  in  paying  our 
ambassadors  out  of  the  public  stock,  leave  off 
your  anger  at  me,  for  I  will  repay  the  twenty 
pieces  of  gold  myself" 

58.  When  I  had  said  this,  Jonathan  and 
his  colleagues  held  their  peace;  but  the  peo- 
ple were  still  more  irritated  against  them, 
upon  their  openly  showing  their  unjust  ill-will 
to  me.  When  Jesus  saw  this  change  in  the 
people,  he  ordered  them  to  depart,  but  desired 
the  senate  to  stay,  for  that  they  could  not 
examine  things  of  such  a  nature  in  a  tumult; 
and  as  the  people  were  crying  out  that  they 
would  not  leave  me  alone,  there  came  one 
and  told  Jesus  and  his  friends  privately,  that 
John  and  his  armed  men  were  at  hand :  where- 
upon Jonathan  and  his  colleagues,  being  able 
to  contain  themselves  no  longer  (and  perhaps 
the  providence  of  God  hereby  procuring  my 
deliverance,  for,  had  not  this  been  so,  I  hail 
certainly  been  destroyed  by  John),  said,  "  O 
you  people  of  Tiberias!  leave  off  this  inquiry 
about  the  twenty  pieces  of  gold;  for  Joscphu's 
hath  not  deserved  to  die  for  them ;  but  he 
hath  deserved  it  by  his  desire  of  tyrannizing, 
and  by  cheating  the  multitude  of  the  Gali- 
leans with  his  speeches,  in  order  to  gain  the 
dominion  over  them."  When  he  had  said 
this,  they  presently  laid  hands  upon  me,  and  | 


endeavoured  to  kill  me:  but  as  soon  as  those 
that  were  with  me  saw  what  they  did,  they 
drew  their  swords,  and  threatened  to  smite 
them,  if  they  offered  any  violence  to  me. 
The  people  also  took  up  stones,  and  were 
about  to  throw  them  at  Jonathan ;  and  so 
they  snatched  me  from  the  violence  of  my 
enemies. 

59.  But  as  I  was  gone  out  a  little  way,  I 
was  just  upon  meeting  John,  who  was  march- 
ing with  his  armed  men.  So  I  was  afraid  of 
him,  and  turned  aside,  and  escaped  by  a  nar- 
row passage  to  the  lake,  and  seized  on  a  ship, 
and  embarked  in  it,  and  sailed  over  to  Tari- 
che;c.  So,  beyond  my  expectation,  I  escaped 
this  danger.  Whereupon  I  presently  sent  for 
the  chief  of  the  Galileans,  and  told  them  after 
what  manner,  against  all  faith  given,  I  had 
been  very  near  to  destruction  from  Jonathan 
and  his  colleagues,  and  the  people  of  Tiberias. 
Upon  which  the  multitude  of  the  Galileans 
were  very  angry,  and  encouraged  me  to  delay 
no  longer  to  make  war  upon  them,  but  to 
permit  them  to  go  against  John,  and  utterly 
to  destroy  bini,  as  well  as  Jonathan  and  his 
collejigues.  However,  I  restrained  them, 
though  they  were  in  such  a  rage,  and  desired 
them  to  tarry  awhile,  till  we  should  be  in- 
formed what  orders  those  ambassadors  that 
were  sent  by  them  to  the  city  of  Jerusalem 
should  bring  thence;  for  I  told  them  that  it 
was  best  to  act  according  to  their  determina- 
tion; whereupon  they  were  prevailed  on.  At 
which  time  also  John,  when  the  snares  he 
had  laid  did  not  take  effect,  returned  back  to 
Gischala, 

(50.  Now,  in  a  few  days  those  ambassadors 
whom  we  had  sent,  came  back  again  and  in- 
formed us  that  the  people  were  greatly  pro- 
voked at  Ananus,  and  Simon  the  son  of  Ga- 
maliel, and  their  friends;  that,  without  any 
pulilic  determination,  they  had  sent  to  Gali- 
lee, and  had  done  their  endeavours  that  I 
might  be  turned  out  of  the  government.  The 
ambassadors  said  farther,  that  the  people  were 
ready  to  burn  their  houses.  They  also  brought 
letters,  whereby  the  chief  men  of  Jerusalem, 
at  the  earnest  petition  of  the  people,  confirmed 
me  in  the  government  of  Galilee,  and  en- 
joined Jonathan  and  his  colleagues  to  return 
home  quickly.  When  I  had  gotten  these 
letters,  I  came  to  the  village  Arbela,  where  I 
procured  an  assembly  of  the  Galileans  to  meet, 
and  bid  the  ambassadors  declare  to  them  the 
anger  of  the  people  of  Jerusalem  at  what  had 
been  done  by  Jonathan  and  his  colleagues, 
and  ho%v  much  they  hated  their  mcked  doings, 
and  how  they  had  confirmed  me  in  the  go- 
vernment of  their  country,  as  also  what  related 
to  the  order  they  had  in  writing  for  Jona- 
than and  his  colleagues  to  return  home.  So 
I  immediately  sent  them  the  letter,  and  bid 
him  that  carried  it  to  inquire,  as  well  as  he 
could,  how  they  intended  to  act  [on  this  occa- 
sion]. 
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61.  Now  when  they  nad  received  that  let- 
ter, and  were  thereby  greatly  disturbed,  they 
sent  for  John,  and  for  the  senators  of  Tibe- 
rias, and  for  the  principal  men  of  the  Gaba- 
rens,  and  proposed  to  hold  a-council,  and  de- 
sired them  to  consider  what  was  to  be  done 
by  them.  However,  the  governors  of  Tibe- 
rias were  greatly  disposed  to  keep  the  govern- 
ment to  themselves;  for  they  said  it  was  not 
tit  to  desert  their  city,  now  it  was  committed 
to  their  trust,  and  that  otherwise  I  should  not 
delay  to  fall  upon  them;  for  they  pretended 
falsely  that  so  I  had  threatened  to  do.  Now 
John  was  not  only  of  their  opinion,  but  ad- 
vised them,  that  two  of  them  should  go  to 
accuse  me  before  the  multitude  [at  Jerusa- 
lem], that  I  did  not  manage  the  aSairs  of 
Galilee  as  I  ought  to  do;  and  that  they  would 
easily  persuade  the  people,  because  of  their 
dignity,  and  because  the  whole  multitude  were 
very  mutable. — 'When,  therefore,  it  appeared 
that  John  had  suggested  the  wisest  advice  to 
them,  they  resolved  that  two  of  them,  Jona- 
than and  Ananias,  should  go  to  the  people  of  I 
Jerusalem,  and  the  other  two  [Simon  and  ] 
Joazar]  should  be  left  behind  to  tarry  at  Tibe- 
rias. They  also  took  along  with  them  a  hun- 
dred soldiers  for  their  guard. 

62.  However,  the  governors  of  Tiberias 
took  care  to  have  their  city  secured  with  walls, 
and  commanded  their  inhabitants  to  take  their 
arms.  They  also  sent  for  a  great  many  sol- 
diers from  John,  to  assist  them  against  me,  if 
there  should  he  occasion  for  them.  Now 
John  was  at  Gischala.  Jonathan,  therefore, 
and  those  that  were  with  him,  when  they  were 
departed  from  Tiberias,  and  as  soon  as  they 
were  come  to  Dabaritta,  a  village  that  lay  in 
the  utmost  parts  of  Galilee,  in  the  great  plain, 
they,  about  midnight,  fell  among  the  guards 
I  had  set,  who  both  commanded  them  to  lay 
aside  their  weapons,  and  kept  them  in  bonds 
upon  the  place,  es  I  had  charged  them  to  do. 
This  news  was  written  to  me  by  Levi,  who 
bad  the  command  of  that  guard  committed  to 
him  by  me.  Hereupon  I  said  nothing  of  it 
for  two  days;  and,  pretending  to  know  no- 
thing about  it,  I  sent  a  message  to  the  people 
of  Tiberias,  and  advised  them  to  lay  their 
arms  aside,  and  to  dismiss  their  men,  that  they 
might  go  home;  but  supposing  that  Jona- 
than, and  those  that  were  with  them,  were  al- 
ready arrived  at  Jerusalem,  they  made  re- 
proachful answers  to  me;  yet  was  I  not  terri- 
fied thereby,  but  contrived  another  stratagem 
against  them;  for  I  did  not  think  it  agreeable 
with  piety  to  kindle  the  fire  of  war  against  the 
citizens.  As  I  was  desirous  to  draw  those 
men  away  from  Tiberias,  I  chose  out  ten 
thousand  of  the  best  of  my  armed  men,  and 
divided  them  into  three  bodies,  and  ordered 
them  to  go  privately,  and  lie  still  as  an  am- 
bush, in  the  villages.  I  also  led  a  thousand 
into  another  village,  which  lay  indeed  in  the 
(Dountaint.  as  did  the  others,  but  only  four 


furlongs  distant  from  Tiberias;  and  gave 
orders,  that  when  they  saw  my  signal,  they 
should  come  down  immediately,  while  I  iny» 
self  lay  with  my  soldiers  in  the  sight  of  every 
body.  Hereupon  the  people  of  Tiberias,  at 
the  sight  of  me,  came  running  out  of  the  city 
perpetually,  and  abused  me  greatly.  Nay, 
their  madness  was  come  to  that  height,  that 
they  made  a  decent  bier  for  roe,  and,  standing 
about  it,  they  mourned  over  me  in  the  way  of 
jest  and  sport;  and  I  could  not  but  be  my- 
self in  a  pleasant  humour  upon  the  sight  of 
this  madness  of  theirs. 

63.  And  now  being  desirous  to  catch  Simon 
by  a  wile,  and  Joazar  with  him,  I  sent  a  mes- 
sage to  them,  and  desired  them  to  come  a 
little  way  out  of  the  city,  and  many  of  their 
friends  to  guard  them;  for  1  said  I  would 
come  down  to  them,  and  make  a  league  with 
them,  and  divide  the  government  of  Galilee 
with  them.  Accordingly  Simon  was  deluded, 
on  account  of  his  imprudence,  and  out  of  the 
hopes  of  gain,  and  did  not  delay  to  come; 
but  Joazar,  suspecting  snares  were  laid  for 
him,  staid  behind.  So  when  Simon  was  come 
out,  and  his  friends  with  him  for  his  guard, 
I  met  him,  and  saluted  him  with  great  civi- 
lity, and  professed  that  I  was  obliged  to  him 
for  his  coming  up  to  nie ;  but  a  little  while 
afterwards  I  walked  along  n  ith  him,  as  though 
I  would  say  something  to  him  by  himself; 
and  when  I  had  drawn  him  a  good  way  from 
his  friends,  I  took  him  about  the  middle,  and 
gave  him  to  my  friends  that  were  with  me, 
to  carry  him  into  a  village;  and  commanding 
my  armed  men  to  come  do\vn,  I  with  them 
made  an  assault  upon  Tiberias.  Now,  as  the 
fight  grew  hot  on  both  sides,  and  the  soldiers 
belonging  to  Tiberias  were  in  a  fair  way  to 
conquer  me  (for  my  armed  men  were  already 
fled  awayj,  I  saw  the  posture  of  my  affairs; 
and  encouraging  those  that  were  with  me,  I 
pursued  those  of  Tiberias,  even  when  they 
were  already  conquerors,  into  the  city.  I 
also  sent  another  band  of  soldiers  into  the 
city  by  the  lake,  and  gave  them  orders  to  set 
on  fire  the  first  house  they  could  seize  upon. 
When  this  was  done  the  people  of  Tiberias 
thought  that  their  city  was  taken  by  force, 
and  so  threw  dow*n  their  arms  for  fear ;  and 
implored,  they,  their  wives,  and  children,  that 
I  would  spare  their  city.  So  I  was  overper- 
suaded  by  their  entreaties,  and  restrained  the 
soldiers  from  the  vehemency  with  which  they 
pursued  them;  while  I  myself,  upon  the  com- 
ing on  of  the  evening,  returned  back  with  my 
soldiers,  and  went  to  refresh  myself.  I  also 
invited  Simon  to  sup  with  me,  and  comforted 
him  on  occasion  of  what  had  happened ;  and 
!  I  promised  that  I  would  send  him  safe  and 
j  secure  to  Jerusalem,  and  withal  would  give 
I  him  provisions  for  his  journey  thither. 
!  64.  But  on  the  next  day,  I  brought  ten 
I  thousand  armed  men  with  me,  and  came  to  Ti- 
berias.   I  then  sent  for  the  principal  men  of  the 
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irndtitiide  into  the  public  place,  and  enjoined 
them  to  tell  me  wlio  were  the  aiitliors  of  the 
revolt;  and  when  they  told  me  who  the  men 
were,  I  sent  them  bound  to  the  city  Jotapata; 
but  as  to  Jonathan  and  Ananias,  I  freed  thorn 
from  their  bonds,  and  gave  them  provisions 
for  their  journey,  together  with  Siinon  and 
Joazar,  and  live  hundred  armed  men  who 
should  guard  them;  and  so  I  sent  them  to 
Jerusalem.  'J"he  people  of  Tiberias  also  came 
to  me  a>^n,  and  desired  that  I  woulil  forfjive 
them  tor  what  they  had  done;  and  they  said 
they  would  amend  what  they  had  done  amiss 
with  regard  to  me,  by  their  fidelity  for  the 
time  to  come;  and  they  besought  nie  to  pre- 
serve what  spoils  remaitied  upon  the  plunder 
of  the  city,  for  those  that  had  lost  tlicm. 
Accordingly,  I  enjoined  ^lose  that  had  got 
them,  to  bring  them  all  before  us;  and  when 
tbeydid  not  comply  for  a  great  while,  and  Isaw 
one  of  the  soldiers  that  were  aliout  me  with  a 
^irment  on  that  was  more  splendid  than  ordi- 
nary, I  asked  him  whence  he  had  it ;  and  when 
be  replied  that  be  had  it  out  of  the  plunder 
of  the  city,  I  had  him  punished  with  stripes; 
and  I  threatened  all  the  rest  to  inflict  a  severer 
punishment  upon  them,  unless  they  produced 
before  us  whatsoever  thry  had  plundered;  and 
when  a  great  many  spoils  were  brought  to- 
g«ther.  1  restored  to  every  one  of  Tiberias 
what  they  claimed  to  be  their  own. 

65.  And  now  I  am  come  to  this  part  of 
my  narration,  I  have  a  mind  to  say  a  few 
things  to  Justus,  who  hath  himself  written  a 
history  concerning  these  adTairs;  as  also  to 
others  who  profess  to  write  history,  but  have 
little  regard  to  truth,  and  are  not  afraid,  either 
out  of  ill-will  or  good-will  to  some  persons, 
to  relate  falsehoods.  These  men  <lo  like  those 
who  compose  forged  deeds  and  conveyances; 
and  because  they  are  not  brought  to  the  like 
punishment  with  them,  they  have  no  regard 
to  truth.  When,  therefore,  Justus  undertook 
to  write  about  these  facts,  and  about  the 
Jewish  war,  that  he  might  appear  to  have 
been  an  industrious  man,  he  falsified  in  what 
he  related  about  me,  and  could  not  speak 
truth  even  about  bis  own  country:  whence  it 
is,  that,  being  belied  by  him,  I  am  under  a 
necessity  to  make  my  defence;  and  so  I  shall 
say  what  I  have  concealed  till  now;  and  let 
no  one  wonder  that  I  have  not  told  the  world 
these  things  a  great  while  ago;  for  although 
it  be  necessary  for  a  historian  to  write  the 
truth,  yet  is  such  a  one  not  bound  severely  to 
animadvert  on  the  wickedness  of  certain  men, 
—  not  out  of  any  favour  to  them,  but  out  of 
an  author's  own  moderation.  How  then 
comes  it  to  pass,  O  Justus  I  thou  most  saga- 
cious of  writers  (that  I  may  address  myself 
to  him  as  if  he  were  here  present^,  for  so  thou 
boastest  of  thyself,  that  I  and  the  Galileans 
have  been  the  authors  of  that  sedition  which 
thy  country  engaged  in.  both  against  the  Ro- 
mans and  agaiiBt  the  king  [Agrippa,  junior]? 


— for  before  ever  I  was  appointed  governor 
of  Galilee  by  the  community  of  Jerusalem, 
both  thou  and  all  the  people  of  Tiberias  had 
not  only  taken  up  arms,  but  had  made  wnr 
with  Decapolis  of  Syria.  Accordingly,  thou 
hadst  ordered  their  villages  to  be  burnt,  and  a 
domestic  servant  of  thine  fell  in  the  battle. 
Nor  is  it  I  only  who  say  this ;  but  so  it  is 
written  in  the  Commentaries  of  Vespasian, 
the  emperor;  as  also  bow  the  inhabitants  of 
rtccapolis  came  clamouring  to  Vespasian  nt 
Ptolemais,  and  desired  that  thou,  who  wast 
the  author  [of  that  war],  mightst  be  brought 
to  punishment;  and  thou  hadst  certainly  been 
punished  at  the  command  of  Vespasian,  had 
not  king  Agrippa,  who  had  power  given  him 
to  have  thee  put  to  death,  at  the  earnest  en- 
treaty of  his  sister  Bernice,  changed  the  pu- 
nishment from  death  into  a  long  imprisOii- 
nici:t.  Thy  political  administration  of  affairs 
afterward  doth  also  clearly  discover  both  thy 
other  behaviour  in  life,  and  that  thou  wast  the 
occasion  of  thy  country's  revolt  from  the  Ro- 
mans ;  plain  signs  of  which  I  shall  produce 
presently. '  I  have  also  a  mind  to  say  a  few 
things  to  the  rest  of  the  people  of  Tiberias  on 
thy  account;  and  to  demonstrate  to  those 
that  light  upon  this  history,  that  you  bear  no 
good-will,  neither  to  the  Romans  nor  to  the 
king.  To  be  sure,  the  greatest  cities  of  Gali- 
lee, O  Justus!  were  Scpphoris,  and  thy  coun- 
try Tiberias;  but  Scpphoris,  situated  in  the 
very  midst  of  (Jalilee,  and  having  many  vil- 
lages about  it,  and  able  with  case  to  have  been 
bobl  and  troublesome  to  the  Romans,  if  they 
had  so  pleased,  —  yet  did  it  resolve  to  con- 
tinue faithful  to  those  their  masters,  and  at 
the  same  time  excUnled  me  out  of  their  city, 
and  prohibited  all  their  citizens  from  joining 
with  the  Jews  in  the  war;  and,  that  they  might 
be  out  of  danger  from  me,  they,  by  a  wile, 
got  leave  of  nie  to  fortify  their  city  with  walls; 
they  also,  of  their  own  accord,  admitted  of  a 
garrison  of  Roman  legions,  sent  them  by  Ces- 
tins  Gallus,  who  was  then  president  of  Syria, 
and  so  had  me  in  contempt,  though  I  was  then 
very  powerful,  and  all  were  greatly  afraid  of 
me;  and  at  the  same  time  that  the  greatest  of 
our  cities,  Jerusalem  was  besieged,  and  that 
temple  of  ours,  which  belonged  to  us  all,  was 
in  danger  of  falling  under  the  enemy's  power; 
they  sent  no  assistance  thither,  as  not  willing 
to  have  it  thought  they  would  bear  arms 
against  the  Romans;  but  as  for  thy  country, 
O  Justus!  situated  upon  the  lake  of  Gene- 
sareth,  and  distant  from  Hippos  thirty  fur- 
longs, from  Gadara  sixty,  and  from  Scytho- 
polis,  which  was  under  the  king's  jurisdiction, 
a  hundred  and  twenty;  when  there  was  no 
Jewish  city  near,  it  might  easily  have  pre- 
served its  fidelity  [to  the  Romans]  if  it  had  so 
pleased  them  to  do ;  for  the  city  and  its  peo. 
pie  bad  plenty  of  weapons;  but,  as  thou  say- 
est.  I  was  tlieii  the  author  [of  their  revolt];' 
and  pray,  O  J'ustusI   who  was  thdt  author  a/1 
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leneards  f for  thou  knowest  that  I  was  in  the 

power  of  the  Romans  before  Jerusalem  was 
besieged,  and  before  the  same  time  Jotapata 
was  taken  by  force,  as  well  as  many  other  for- 
tresses, and  a  great  many  of  the  Galileans 
fell  in  the  war.     It  was  therefore  then  a  pro- 
per time,  when  you  were  certainly  freed  from 
any  fear  on  my  account,  to  throw  away  your 
weapons,  and  to  demonstrate  to  the  king  and 
to  the  Romans,  that  it  was  not  of  choice,  but 
as  forced  by  necessity,  that  you  fell  into  the 
war  against  them ;  but  you  staid  till  Vespasian 
came  himself  as  far  as  your  walls,  with  his 
whole  army ;    and  then   you  did  indeed  lay 
aside  your  weapons  out  of  fear,and  your  city 
had  for  certain  been  taken  by  force,  unless 
Vespasian  had  complied  with  the  king's  sup- 
plication for  you,  and  had  excused  your  mad- 
ness.     It  was  not  I,  therefore,  who  was  the 
author  of  this,  but  your  own  inclinations  to 
war.    Do  not  you  remember  how  often  I  got 
you  under  my  power,  and  yet  put  none  of  you 
to  death?     Nay,  you  once  fell  into  a  tumult 
one  against  another,  and  slew  one  hundred 
and  eighty-five  of  your  citizens,  not  on  ac- 
count of  your  good-will  to  the  king  and  to 
the  Romans,  but  on  account  of  your  own 
wickedness,  and  this  while  I  was  besieged  by 
the  Romans  in  Jotapata.     Nay,  indeed,  were 
there  not  reckoned  up  two  thousand  of  the 
people  of  Tiberias  during  the  siege  of  Jeru- 
salem, some  of  whom  were  slain,  and  the  rest 
caught  and  carried  captives?     But  thou  s\ilt 
pretend  that  thou  didst  not  engage  in  the  war, 
since  thou  didst  flee  to  the  king !    Yes,  indeed, 
thou  didst  flee  to  him ;  but  I  say  it  was  out  of 
fear  of  me.     Thou  sayest,  indeed,  that  it  is  I 
who  am  a  wicked  man.     But  then,  for  what 
reason  was  it  that  king  Agrippa,  who  procured 
thee  thy  life  when  thou  wast  condemned  to 
die  by  Vespasian,  and  who  bestowed  so  much 
riches  upon  thee,  did  twice  afterward  put  thee 
in  bonds,  and  as  often  obliged  thee  to  run 
away  from  thy  country,  and,  when  he  had  once 
ordered  thee  to  be  put  to  death,  he  granted 
thee  a  pardon  at  the  earnest  desire  of  Ber- 
nice?    And  when  (after  so  many  of  thy  wicked 
pranks)  he  had  made  thee  his  secretary,  he 
caught  thee  falsifying  his  epistles,  and  drove 
thee  away  from  his  sight.      But   I  shall  not 
inquire  accurately  into  these  matters  of  scan- 
diil  against  thee.     Yet  cannot  I  but  wonder 
at  thy  impudence,  when  thou  hast  the  assur- 
tt"ce  to  say,  that  thou  hast  better  related  these 
nTairs  [of  the  war]  than  have  all  the  others 
that  have  written  about  them,  whilst  thou  didst 
ot  know  what  was  done  in  Galilee;  for  thou 
»ast  then  at  Berytus  with  the  king;  nor  didst 
thou  know  how  ipuch  the  Romans  suflfered  at 
the  siege  of  Jotapata,  or  what  miseries  they 
brought  upon  us;  nor  couldst  thou  learn  by 
inquiry  what  I  did  during  that  siege  myself; 
for  all  those  that  might  atford  such  informa- 
tion were  quite  destroyed  in  that  siege.    But 
periiap;  thou  wilt  MS,  thpu  hast . writ,ten  of 


what  was  done  against  the  people  of  Jcnwa. 
lem  exactly.     But  how  should  that  be?  foi 
neither  wast  thou  concerned  in  that  war,  not 
hast  thou  read  the  commentaries  of  Csesar ; 
of  which  we  have  evident  proof,  because  thoB 
hast  contradicted  those  commentaries  of  Caesar 
in  thy  history.      But  if  thou  art  so  hardy  a* 
to  affirm  that  thou  hast  written  that  history  bet- 
ter than  all  the  rest,  why  didst  thou  not  pub- 
lish thy  history  while  the  emp«rors  Vespasian 
and  Titus,  the  generals  in  that  war,  as  well  as 
king  Agrippa  and  his  family,  who  were  men 
very  well  skilled  in  the  learning  of  the  Greeks, 
were  all  alive  ?   for  thou  hast  had  it  written 
these  twenty  years,  and  then  mightst  thou 
have  had  their  testimony  of  thy  accuracy.    But 
now  when  these  men  are  no  longer  with  us, 
and  thou  thinkest  thou  canst  not  be  eontm- 
dicted,  thou  ventarest  to  publish  it.  But  then 
I  was  not  in  like  manner  afraid  of  my  own 
writing,  but  I  offered  my  books  to  the  emper- 
ors themselves,  when  the  facts  were  almost 
under  men's  eyes;  for  I  was  conscious  to  my- 
self that  I  had  observed  the  truth  of  the  facts; 
and  OS  I  expected  to  have  their  attestation  to 
them,  so  I  was  not  deceived  in  such  expecta- 
tion.    Moreover,  I  immediately  presented  my 
history  to  many  other  persons,  some  of  whom 
were  concerned  in  the  war,  as  was  king  Agrip. 
pa  h7n\  some  of  his  kindred.      Now  the  em- 
peror Titus  was  sodesirous  that  the  knowledge 
of  these  affairs  should  be  taken  from  these 
books  alone,  that  he  subscribed  his  ouit  hand 
to  them,  and  ordered  that  they  should  be  pub- 
lished ;  and  for  king  Agrippa,  he  wrote  me  sixty- 
two  letters,  and  attested  to  the  truth  of  what 
I  had  therein  delivered;  two  of  which  letters 
1  have  here  subjoined,  and  thou  mayst  thereby 
know   their   contents; — "  King  Agrippa   to 
Josephus,  his  dear  friend,  sendeth  greeting.     I 
have  read  over  thy  book  with  great  pleasure, 
and  it  appears  to  me  that  thou  bast  done  it 
much  more  accurately,  and  with  greater  c»re, 
than  have  the  other  writers.   Send  me  the  rest  • 
of  these  books.      Farewell,  my  dear  friend.". 
"  King  Agrippa  to  Josephus,  his  dear  friend, 
sendeth  greeting.     It  seems  by  what  thou  bust 
written,  that  thou  standest  in  need  of  no  in- 
struction, in  order  to  our  information  from  the 
beginning.      However,  when  thou  comest  to 
me,  I  will  inform  thee  of  a  great  many  tilings 
which  thou  dost  not  know."     So  when  this 
history  was  perfected,  Agrippa,  neither  by  way 
of  fl.iltery,  which  was  not  agreeable  to  hijn, 
nor  by  way  of  irony,  as  thou  wilt  say  (for  he 
was  entirely  a  stranger  to  such  an  evil  dispo- 
sition of  mind),  but  he  wrote  this  by  way  o£ 
attestation  to  what  was  true,  as  all  that  read 
histories  may  do.     And  so  much  shall  be  said 
concerning  Justus,'   which  I  am  obliged  to 
add  by  way  of  digression. 


•  The  character  of  thii  history  ofjastut  of  Tiberiafii,, 
llif  rival  nf  our  Jo&ephus.  which  is  now  lost,  with   it4 - 
only  ifuiainin^  fra^nieiit.  art  ci^cn  us  by  a  very  altiv 
criU%  P)){»tiu^  who  lead  tbat  bislnrY.    It  U  id  tlia  33M 
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60.  Now,  when  I  had  settled  the  affairs  of 
Tiberias,  and  had  assembled  ray  friends  as  a 
sanhedrim,  I  consulted  what  I  should  do  as  to 
John:  whereupon  it  appeared  to  be  the  opin- 
ion of  all  the  Galileans  that  I  should  arm 
them  all,  and  march  against  John,  and  punish 
him  as  the  author  of  ull  the  disorders  that  bad 
happened.  Yet  was  not  I  pleased  with  their 
determination ;  as  purposing  to  rompose  these 
troubles  without  bloodshed.  Upon  this  I  ex- 
horted them  to  use  the  utmost  care  to  learn 
the  names  of  all  that  were  under  John ;  which 
when  they  had  done,  and  I  thereby  was  ap- 
prized who  the  men  were,  I  published  an  edict, 
wherein  1  offered  security  and  my  right  hand 
to-such  of  John's  party  as  had  a  mind  to  re- 
pent; and  I  allowed  twenty  days' time  to  such 
a§  wonld  take  this  most  advantageous  course 
for  themselves.  I  also  threatened,  that  unless 
they  threw  down  their  arms,  I  would  burn 
their  houses,  and  expose  their  goods  to  public 
sale.  When  the  men  heard  of  this,  they  were 
in  no  small  disorder,  and  deserted  John;  and 
to  the  number  of  four  thousaiul  threw  down 
their  arms,  and  came  to  me.  So  that  no  others 
suid  with  John  but  his  own  citizens,  and  about 
Hfteen  hundred  strangers  that  came  from  the 
metropolis  of  Tyre;  and  when  John  saw  that 
he  had  been  outwitted  by  my  stratagem,  he 
continued  afterward  in  his  own  country,  and 
was  in  great  fear  of  me. 

f)7.  But  about  this  timeit  was  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Sepphoris  grew  insolent,  and  took  np 
arms,  out  of  a  confidence  they  had  in  the 
strength  of  their  walls,  and  because  they  saw 
me  engaged  in  other  alfairs  also.  So  they 
sent  to  Oestius  Giillus,  who  was  president  of 
Syria,  and  desired  that  he  would  either  come 
quickly  to  thein,  and  take  their  city  under  his 
protection,  or  send  them  a  garrison.  Accord- 
ingly Gallus  promised  them  to  come,  but 
did  not  send  word  when  he  would  come:  and 
when  I  had  learned  so  much,  I  took  the  sol- 
diers that  were  with  me,  and  made  an  assault 

<*i<1e  of  hi*  BlMiolhera,  iind  runs  thut:—  •*  I  h.-n'f  rcjid 
(■>.iya  Ph^■ti^I^)  the  chronoloey  oC  Jiivliia  of  riWriii*, 
whose  tUlf  is  lilts,  iThe  Chmnotogtj  *.yj  the  Kiifis  of 
Judah.  nUtch  succrfilfd  one  anol/ier.  I'liis  [Jiistii^tJ  Ciinit- 
otit  of  t\w  city  of  Tiberias  in  (ialilee.  Me  htrijins  his 
lii?tiory  from  Mo>e8,  and  ends  it  not  till  the  dt-atti  uf 
Aijnppa.  tlie  seventh  [rult-r]  of  the  f.imily  of  ilerod.  ait<j 
the  last  kin^  of  the  Jews;  who  loiik  the  uovenimeni 
under  Claudius,  had  it  auijmeoted  nud-T  Nero,  an-i  ^hll 
oiore  augmented  by  Vespasian.  He  died  in  the  thir.l 
year  of  Trajan,  when  also  his  history  ends.  Ele  is  ver\ 
concise  in  his  lancuage,  and  slightly  passes  over  tho^r 
alfairs  that  were  most  necessary  to  be  insisted  oq;  and 
being  under  the  Jewish  prejudices,  as  indeed  he  wa.'  him- 
self also  a  Jew  by  birih.  lie  makes  not  the  leait  mentiofi 
of  the  appearance  of  Christ  of  what  things  happened  to 
him,  or  ol  the  wonderful  works  that  he  did.  He  was  tlie 
son  of  a  certain  Jew,  whose  name  was  l^iatuH.  He  w.i> 
a  man.  as  he  is  described  by  Josephus.  of  a  most  prMrh- 
Cute  character;  a  slave  both  to  money  and  to  pleasme. 
In  public  afiairn  he  was  opposite  tuJos^'phus;  and  il  i> 
n-lated,  tiiat  be  laid  many  plots  against  him;  but  th:it 
Jovphus,  though  he  had  his  enemy  frequcnilv  under  Ir- 
power,  did  only  reproach  him  in  words,  and  so  let  hm 
go  without  farther  punishnieut,  fle  says  also,  that  tlie 
history  which  this  man  wrote  is  for  the  main  fabulous, 
and  chiefly  a»  to  thuse  parts  wture  he  ilescrihes  th*-  Ito- 
man  war  with  the  Jews,  and  the  takini,'  ol  Jerusalem.*' 


upon  the  people  of  Sepphoris,  ana  took  the 
city  by  force.  The  Galileans  took  this  op- 
portunity, as  thinking  they  had  now  a  proper 
time  for  showing  their  hatred  to  them,  since 
they  bore  ill-will  to  that  city  also.  They  then 
exerted  themselves,  as  if  they  would  destroy 
them  all  utterly,  with  those  that  sojourned 
there  also.  So  they  ran  upon  them,  and  set 
their  houses  on  fire,  as  finding  them  without 
inhabitants;  for  the  men,  out  of  fear,  ran  to- 
gether to  the  citadel.  So  the  Galileans  car- 
ried off  every  thing,  and  omitted  no  kind  of 
desolation  which  they  could  bring  upon  their 
countrymen.  When  I  saw  this,  I  was  ex- 
ceedingly troubled  at  it,  and  commanded  them 
to  leave  off,  and  put  them  in  mind  that  it  was 
not  agreeable  to  piety  to  do  such  things  to 
their  countrymen:  hut  since  they  neither 
would  hearken  to  what  I  exhorted,  nor  to 
v,hat  I  commanded  them  to  do  (for  the  hatred 
they  bore  to  the  people  there  was  too  hard  for 
my  exhortations  to  them),  I  bade  those  my 
friends,  who  were  most  faithful  to  me,  and 
were  about  me,  to  give  out  reports,  as  if  the 
Romans  were  falling  upon  the  other  part  of 
the  city  with  a  great  army;  and  this  I  did, 
that,  by  such  a  report  being  spread  abroad,  1 
might  restrain  the  violence  of  the  Galileans, 
and  preserve  the  city  of  Sepphoris.  And  at 
length  this  stratagem  had  its  effect;  for,  upon 
hearing  this  report,  they  were  in  fear  for  them- 
selves, and  so  they  left  off  plundering,  and  ran 
away;  and  this  more  especially,  because  they 
saw  me,  their  general,  do  the  same  also;  for, 
that  I  might  cause  this  report  to  be  believed, 
I  pretended  to  be  in  fear  as  well  as  they. — 
Thus  were  the  inhabitants  of  Sepphoris  un- 
expectedly preserved  by  this  contrivance  of 
mine. 

08.  Nay,  indeed,  Tiberias  had  like  to  have 
been  plundered  by  the  Galileans  also  upon  the 
following  occasion:  —  The  chief  men  of  the 
senate  wrote  to  the  king,  and  desired  that  he 
would  come  to  them,  and  take  possession  of 
their  city.  The  king  promised  to  come,  and 
wrote  a  letter  in  answer  to  theirs,  and  gave  it 
to  one  of  his  bed-chamber,  whose  name  was 
Crispus,  and  who  was  by  birth  a  Jew,  to  carry 
it  to  Tiberias.  When  the  Galileans  knew  that 
this  man  carried  such  a  letter,  they  caught  him 
and  brought  him  to  me;  but  as  soon  as  the 
whole  multitude  heard  of  it,  they  were  en- 
raged, and  betook  themselves  to  their  arms. 
So  a  great  many  of  them  got  together  from 
all  quarters  the  next  day,  and  came  to  the  city 
Asochis.  where  I  then  lodged,  and  made  heavy 
clamours,  and  called  the  city  of  Tiberias  a 
traitor  to  them,  and  a  friend  to  the  king;  ana 
desired  leave  of  me  to  go  down  and  utterly  de- 
stroy it;  for  they  bore  the  like  ill-will  to  the 
people  of  Tiberias  as  they  did  to  those  of  Sep- 
phoris. 

69.  When  I  heard  this,  I  was  in  doubt  what 
to  do,  and  hesitated  by  what  means  I  might 
deliver   Tiberias  from  the  rage  of  the   Gali-. 
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teans;  for  I  could  not  deny  that  those  of  Ti- 
berias had  written  to  the  king,  and  invited  him 
to  come  to  them ;  for  his  letters  to  them,  in 
answer  thereto,  would  fuUj'  prove  the  truth  of 
that.     So  1  sat  a  long  time  musing  with  my- 
self, and  then  said  to  them,  "  I  know  well 
enough  that  the  people  of  Tiberias  have  of- 
fended; nor  shall  I  forbid  you  to  plunder  the 
city.    Ilowever,  such  things  ought  to  be  done 
with  discretion ;  for  they  of  Tiberias  have  not 
been  the  only  betrayers  of  our  liberty,  but 
many  of  the   most  eminent  patriots  of  the 
Galileans,  as  they  pretended  to  be,  have  done 
the  same.     Tarry  therefore  till  I  shall  thor- 
oughly find  out  those  authors  of  our  danger, 
and  then  you  shall  have  them  all  at  once  under 
your  power,  with  all  such  a*  you  shall  your- 
selves bring  in  also."      Upon  my  saying  this, 
1  paciSid  the  multitude,  and  they  left  olf  their 
anger,  and  went  their  ways;   and  1  gave  or- 
ders that  he  who  brought  the  king's  letters 
•  should  be  put  into  bonds;  but  in  a  few  days 
I  pretended  that  1  was  obliged,  by  a  necessary 
ntfair  of  my  own,  to  go  out  of  the  kingdom. 
I  then  called  Cri>pus  privately,  and  ordered 
him  to  make  the  soldier  that  kept  him  drunk, 
and  to  run  away  to  the  king.     So  wlien   Ti- 
berias was  in  danger  of  being  utterly  destroyed 
a  second  time,  it  escaped  the  danger  by  my 
skilful  management,  ajid  the  care  that  I  had 
for  its  preservation. 

70.  About  this  time  it  was  that  Justus,  the 
sou  of  Pistus,  without  my  knowledge,   ran 
away  to  the  king;    the  occasion  of  which   1 
will' here  relate.      Upon  the  beginning  of  the 
war  between  the  Jews  ami  the  Iloinans,  the 
people  of  Tiberias  resolved  to  submit  to  the 
king,   and  not  to  revolt  from  the  Romans; 
while  Justus  tried  to  persuade  them  to  beuike 
themselves  to  their  arms,  as  being  himself  de- 
sirous   of  innovations,  and   having  hopes  ot 
obtaining  the  government  of  Galilee,  as  well 
as  of  his  own  country  [Tiberias]  also.      Yet 
did  he  not  obtain  what  he  hoped  for,  because 
the  Galileans  bore  ill-will  to  those  of  Tiberia-s 
and  this  on  account  of  their  anger  at  what 
miseries  they  had  suffered  from  them  before 
the  war;  thence  it  was  that  tbcy  would  not 
endure  that  Justus  should  be  their  governor. 
1  myself  also,  who  had  been  nitrusted  by  the 
conununity   of  Jerusidem   with   the  govern- 
ment of  Galilee,  did  frequently  come  to  that 
degree  of  rage  at  Justus,  that  I  had  almost 
resolved  to  kill  him.  as  not  able  to  bear  his 
mischievous  disposition.      He   was   therefore 
much  afraid  of  me,  lest  at  length  my  passion 
should  come  to  extremity;  so  he  went  to  the 
king,  as  supposing  that  he  would  dwell  better 
and  more  safely  with  him. 

71.  Now  when  the  people  of  Sepphoris 
bad,  IP  BO  surprising  a  manner,  escaped  their 
first  dar.gcr,  they  sent  to  Cestius  Gallus,  and 
denred  him  to  come  to  them  immediately,  and 
take  possession  of  their  city,  or  else  to  send 
forces  sufficient  to  repress  all  their  enemies' 


incursions  upon  them  ;   and  at  the  lastrjtfic) 
did  prevail  with  Gallus  to  send  them  a  consi- 
derable army,  both  of  horse  and  foot,  whicb 
came  in  the  night-time,  and  which  they  ad- 
mitted into  the  city.     But  when  the  country 
round  about  it  was  harassed  by  the  Roman 
army,  I  took  those  soldiers  that  were  about 
me,  and  came  to  Garisme,  where  I  cast  up  a 
biink,  a  good  way  off  the  city  Sepphoris ;  and 
when  I  was  at  twenty  furlongs  distance,  I 
came  upon  it  by  night,  and  made  an  assault 
upon  its  walls  with  my  lorces:  and  when  I 
had  ordered  a  considerable  number  of  my  sol- 
diers to  scale  them  with  ladders,   I  became 
master  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  dty.     But 
soon   after,   our    unacquaintcdness    with  the 
places  forced  us  to  retire,  afier  we  bad  killed 
twelve  of  the  Roman  tootmen,  and  tW»bor>e- 
men,  and  a  few  of  the  people  of  Sepphoris, 
with  the  loss  of  only  a  single  man  of  our  o«  n. 
And  when  it  afterwards  came  to  a  battle  in 
the  plain  against  the  horsemen,  and  we  hud 
undergone  the  dangers  ol   it  courageonsly  lor 
a  long  time,  we  were  beaten;   for  upon  the 
Romans  encompassing  me  about,  my  soldiers 
were  afraid,  and  Bed  back.     There  fell  in  thai 
battle  one  of  those  that  bad  been  intrusted  to 
guard  my  body;   bis  name  was  Justus,  who 
at  this  time  hail  the  same  post  with  the  king. 
At  the  same  time  also  there  came  forces,  hotb 
bor-emcn  and  footmen,  from  the   king,  ami 
Sylla  their  commander,  who  was  the  rapt:nM 
of  his  guard  ;    this  S>  Ua  pit<-hed  his  camp  at 
five  furlongs  distance  from  Julias,  and   set  » 
guard  upon  the  roads,  both  that  which  led  to 
Cana,   and   that   which    led    to    the    fnrtr»:v< 
Gamala,   that  he  might  hinder  their  inhabi- 
tants from  getting  provisions  out  of  Galilee. 

72.  As  soon  as  I  hail  got  intelligence  of 
this,  I  sent  two  thousand  armed  men,  and  a 
captain  over  them,  whose  name  was  Jeremiah, 
who  raised  a  bank  a  furlong  off  Jidias,  near 
to  the  river  Jordan,  and  did  no  more  than 
skirmish  with  the  enemy  ;  till  I  took  three 
thousand  soldiers  myself,  and  came  to  them 
But  on  the  next  day,  when  I  had  laid  an  am- 
bush in  a  certain  valley,  not  far  from  the 
Iwnks,  I  provoked  those  that  belonged  to  the 
king  to  come  to  a  battle,  and  gave  orders  tc 
mv  own  soldiers  to  turn  their  backs  upon 
them,  until  they  should  have  drawn  the  ene- 
my away  from  their  omip,  and  brought  them 
oiit  into  the  field,  which  was  done  accord- 
ingly; for  Sylla,  supposing  that  our  party  did 
realiv  run  away,  was  ready  to  [lursue  them, 
when  our  soldiers  that  lay  in  ambush  took 
them  on  their  backs,  and  put  them  all  into 
great  disorder.  I  also  immediately  maile  a 
sudden  turn  with  my  own  forces,  and  met 
those  of  the  king's  party,  and  put  them  to 
Bight.  And  I  had  performed  great  things 
that  day,  if  a  certain  fate  had  not  been  my 
hinderance  ;  for  the  horse  on  which  I  rode, 
and  upon  whose  back  I  fought,  fell  into  a 
quagmire,  and  threw  me  on  the  grotfiid ;  and 
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I  was  bruised  on  my  wrist,  and  carried  into  h 
villatre  named  Cepharnome,  or  Capi-rnaiim. 
When  my  soldiers  beard  of  this,  they  were 
afraid  1  bad  been  worse  hurt  than  I  n'as; 
aiid  so  they  did  not  go  on  with  their  pursuit 
ajiy  farther,  but  returned  in  very  great  con- 
cern  for  me.  I  therefore  sent  for  the  phv- 
sicians,  and  while  I  was  under  their  hands,"  I 
coiilinued  feverish  that  day;  and  as  the  phy- 
sicians directed,  I  \ns  that  night  removed  to 
Xarichec. 

73.  When  Sylla  and  hi*  party  were  in- 
formed what  happened  to  me,  they  took  cou- 
rage ag-,iin;  and  understanding  that  the  watch 
was  neKlipently  kept  in  our  camp,  they  by 
nisht  placed  a  body  of  horsemen  in  anibiish 
beyond  Jordan,  and  when  it  was  diiy  thcv 
provoked  us  to  fight;  and  as  we  did  not  re- 
fuse it,  but  came  into  the  plain,  their  horse, 
men  appeared  out  of  that  auibiish  in  which 
they  had  lain,  and  put  our  men  into  disorder, 
and  made  them  run  away;  so  they  slew  si\ 
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have  accurately  related  tbem"in"iitc  books 
concerning  the  War  of  the  Jews,  However, 
it  will,  I  think,  be  fit  for  me  to  add  now  an 
account  of  those  actions  of  mv  life  which  I 
have  not  related  in  that  book  of  the  Jewish 
war. 

75.  For,  when  the  siege  of  Jotapata  was 
over,  and  I  was  among  the  Romans,  I  was 
kept  with  much  care,  by  means  of  the  great 
respect  that  Vespasian  showed  me.  More- 
over, at  hii!  command,  I  married  a  virgin,  who 
was  from  among  the  captives  of  that  country  ;* 
yet  did  she  not  live  with  me  long,  but  \ras 
divorced,  upon  my  being  freed  from  my  bonds, 
and  my  going  to  Alexandria.  However,  I 
married  another  wife  at  Alexandria,  and  was 
then  sent,  together  with  Titus,  to  the  siege 
of  Jerusalem,  and  w.is  frequently  in  danger 
of  being  put  to  death, —  while  both  the  Jews 
y/ere  very  desirousto  get  nie  under  their  power, 
in  order  to  have  me  punished ;  and  the  Romans 
also,  whenever  they  were  beaten,  supposed 
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\et  did  they  not  go  oiT   that  it  was  occasioned  by  my  treachery   and 
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with  the  victory  at  last;  for  when  they  heard 
that  some  armed  men  were   sailed  from   Ta- 
rieiie^  to  Julias,  they  were  afraid,  and  retired. 
i4.   It  was  not  now  long  before  Ves[)asinn 
came  to  Tyre,  and  king  Aerippa  irith   him ; 
but  the  T)riaiis  began  U)  speak  reproacbfuUv 
of  the  king,  and  called  him  an  enemy  to  the 
Romans;  for  they  said  that  Philip,  the  gene- 
ral  of  his  army,  had  betrayed  the  royal  palace 
and  the  Roman  fcrces  that  were  in  Jerusa- 
lem, and  tliat  it  was  done  by  his  command. 
When  Vespasian  heard  of  this  report,  he  re- 
buked the  Tyrians  for  abusing  a  man   who 
was  both  a  king  and  a  friend  to  the  Romans; 
liut  be  e»horu-d  the  king  to  send    Philip  to 
Rome,  to  answer  for  wh.it  be  had  done  before 
Nero.      But  when  Philip  was  sent  thither,  be 
md   not  come  into  the   sight  of  Nera,  for  he 
found  him  very  near  death,  on  account  of  the 
troubles  that  then  happened,  and  a  civil  war; 
and  so  he  returned  to  the  king.     But  wheii 
Vespasian  was  come  to  Ptolemais,  the  chief 
men  of  Decapolis  of  Stria  made  a  clamour 
against  Justus  of   Tiberias,  because  he  had 
set  their  \illages  on   fire:    so  Vespasian  de- 
livered him  to  the  king,  to  be  put  to  death  by 
those  under  the  kings  jurisdiction;   yet  dill 
the  king  [only]  put  him  into  bonds,  and  con- 
cealed what  he  had  done  from  Vespasian,  as  I 
ha^e  before  related.     But  the  people  of'sep- 
phoris  met  Vespasian,   and  saluted  him,  and 
had  forces  sent  him,  with  Placidus  their  com- 
mander:   he  also  went  up   with  them     as   I 
also  followed   them,  till  Vespasian  came  fi.to 
Oalilee.     As  to   which  coming  of  his,   and 
after  what   manner  it  was  ordered,  and"  how 
he  fought  his  first  battle  with  me  near  the 
village  Tancheae,  and  how  from  thence  they 
went  to  Jotapata,  and  how  I  was  taken  alive 
and  bound,  and  how  I  was  afterwards  loosed' 
wuh  all  that  was  done  bv  me  in  the  .Icwish 
war,  and  during  the  siege  of  Jerusalem    I 


made   continual  clamours  to    the  emperors, 
and  desired  that  thiy  would  bring  me  to  pun- 
ishment,  as  a  traitor   to   them :    but   Titus 
Cxsar  was  well  acquainted  with  the  uncer- 
tain fortune  of  war.  and  returned  no  answer 
to  the  soldiers'  vehement  solicitations  against 
me.    Moreover,  when  the  city  Jerusalem  was 
taken  by  force.    Titus   Csesar   persuaded  mc 
frequently  to  take  whatsoever  I  would  of  the 
ruins  of  my  country,  and  said  that  he  gave 
mc  leave  so  to  do;   but  when  my  country  was 
destroyed,  I  thought  nothing  else  to  be  of  anv 
\-alue  which  I  could  take  and  keep  as  a  com- 
fort under  my  calamities;   so  I  made  this  re- 
quest to  Titus,  that  my  familv  might   have 
their  liberty :    1  had  also' the  holy  books  f  by 
Titus's  concession ;    nor   was  it  long  after 
that   I  asked  of  him  the  life  of  my  brother] 
and  of  fifty  friends  with  him  ;    and  was   not 
denied.      When  1  also  went  once  to  the  tem- 
ple, by  the  permission  of  Titus,  where  there 
were  a  great  multitude  of  captive  women  and 
children,  I  got  all  those  that   I  remembered 
as  among  my  own  friends  and  acquaintances, 
to  be  set  free,  being  in  number  about  one 
hundred  and  ninety ;  and  so  I  delivered  thein, 
without  their  paying  any  price  of  redemption, 
and  restored   them  to  their   former  fortune  ■ 
and    when    I  was  sent   by  Titus  Casar   with 
Cercalius,  and  a  thousand  horsemen,  to  a  cer- 
tain village  called   Thecoa,  in  order  to  know 
whether  it  was  a   place  fit  for  a  camp,  as  I 
came   back,  I  saw   many  captives  crucified; 
+  Here  Jo«<-plm%a  priest,  lionenlly  conresses  thai  he  did 
that  al  ihe  amimand  .»f  Vespasian,  which  he  had  befora 
lolil  us  was  rml  lawful  for  a  priest  to  do   by  Ihe   law  of 
>l.>se8,   Anliq.  b    iii.  chap.  xii.  !<?ct  2.     I  mean,  the 
tatinc  a  capiive  wuraan  lo  wife.     See  also  Ai;ain«t  Ap. 
pion.  b   1    s.'ct.  7.     Bill  he  seems  to  have  been  quii-kl; 
■rnsihle  that  his  coiT.pliance  with  the  commands  of  an 
emperor  wotilil  ncil  excuse  him.  for  he  soon  put    her 
away,  as  lii-lanil  jiisdy  .,h-ierves  here. 

+  t  If  liji.s  mi.st  remarkable  clause,  and  its  most  impor. 
lani  cnnj.<iiieoces,  aee  Easay  on  Iht  Old  TeslamenI, 
pa?e  l<C)— 19a. 
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and  remembered  three  of  them  as  my  former 
acquaintance.  I  was  very  sorry  at  this  in  my 
mind,  and  went  with  tears  in  my  eyes  to 
Titus,  and  told  liim  of  them ;  so  he  imme- 
diately commanded  them  to  be  taken  down, 
and  to  have  the  greatest  care  taken  of  them, 
in  order  !■■>  tieir  recovery;  yet  two  of  them 
died  un,I«i-  tie  physician's  hands,  while  the 
third  recovered. 

76.  But  when  Titus  had  composed  the 
troubles  in  Judea,  und  conjectured  that  the 
lands  which  I  had  in  Judea  would  bring  me 
no  profit,  because  a  garrison  to  guard  the 
country  was  afterward  to  pitch  there,  be  gave 
me  another  country  in  the  plain ;  and,  when 
he  was  going  away  to  Rome,  he  made  choice 
of  me  to  sail  along  with  him,  and  paid  me 
great  respect ;  and  when  we  were  come  to 
Rome,  I  had  great  care  taken  of  me  by  Ves- 
pasian ;  for  he  gave  me  an  apartment  in  his 
own  house,  which  he  lived  in  before  he  came 
to  the  empire.  He  also  honoured  me  with 
the  privilege  of  a  Roman  citizen,  and  gave 
me  an  annual  pension;  and  continued  to 
respect  me  to  the  end  of  his  life,  without  any 
abatement  of  his  kindness  to  me ;  which  very 
thing  made  me  envied,  and  brought  me  into 
danger;  for  a  certain  Jew,  whose  name  was 
Jonathan,  who  had  raised  a  tumult  in  Cyrene, 
and  had  persuaded  two  thousand  men  of  that 
country  to  join  with  him,  was  the  occasion  of 
their  ruin;  but  when  he  was  bound  by  the 
governor  of  that  country,  and  sent  to  the  em- 
peror, he  told  him  that  I  had  sent  him  both 
weapons  and  money.  However,  he  could  not 
conceal  his  being  a  liar  from  Vespasian,  who 
condemned  him  to  die ;  according  to  which 
sentence  he  was  put  to  death.  Nay,  after 
that  when  those  that  envied  my  good  fortune 
did  frequently  bring  accusations  against  me, 
by  God's  providence  I  escaped  ibem  all.     I 


also  received  from  Vespasian  no  small  quan- 
tity of  land,  as  a  free  gift,  in  Judea ;  about 
which  time  I  divorced  my  wife  also,  as  not 
pleased  with  her  behaviour,  though  not  till 
she  had  been  the  mother  of  three  children ; 
two  of  whom  are  dead,  and  one,  whom  1 
named  Hyrcanus,  is  alive.  Aftp."  this  I  mar- 
ried a  wife  who  had  lived  at  Crrte,  j:it  a  Jew. 
ess  by  birth ;  a  woman  she  was  of  eminent 
parents,  and  such  as  were  the  most  illustrious 
in  all  the  country,  and  whose  character  was 
beyond  that  of  most  other  women,  as  ber  fu- 
ture life  did  demonstrate.  By  her  1  had  two 
sons ;  the  elder's  name  was  Justus,  and  the 
next  Simonides,  who  was  also  named  Agrippa: 
and  these  were  the  circumstances  of  my  do- 
mestic affairs.  However,  the  kindness  of  the 
emperor  to  me  continued  still  the  same ;  for 
when  Vespasian  was  dead,  Titus,  who  suc- 
ceeded him  in  the  government,  kept  up  the 
same  respect  for  me  which  1  bad  from  his 
father;  and  when  I  had  frequent  accusations 
laid  against  me,  he  would  not  believe  them : 
and  Domitian,  who  succeeded,  still  augmented 
his  respects  to  me;  for  he  punished  those 
Jews  that  were  my  accusers;  and  gave  com- 
mand that  a  servant  of  mine,  who  was  a 
eunuch,  and  my  accuser,  should  be  punished. 
He  also  made  that  country  I  had  in  Judea 
tax  free,  which  is  a  mark  of  the  greatest  ho- 
nour to  him  who  hath  it;  nay,  Domitia,  the 
wife  of  Caesar,  continued  to  do  me  kindnesses: 
And  this  is  the  account  of  tbe  actions  of  my 
whole  life ;  and  let  others  judge  of  my  cha- 
racter by  them  as  they  please;  but  to  thee,  O 
Epaphroilitus,*  thou  most  excellent  of  men ! 
do  1  dedicate  all  this  treatise  of  our  Antiqui- 
ties; and  so,  for  the  present,  I  here  conclude 
the  whole. 

•  or  tU>  Eiuphroditns,  te»  the  note  os  tb*  PltliM 
to  the  ADUqoitie*. 
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PREFACE* 


6  1   Those  who  nndertakc  to  >mtehistOTie9, 
do  rot,  I  perceive,  take  that  trouble  on  one 
,nd  the  same  account,  but  for  many  reasons, 
and  those  such  as  are  very  different  one  from 
another;  for  some  of  them  apply  themselves 
to  this  part  of  learning  to  show  thc.r  skill  in 
composition,  and  that  they  may  therein  acquire 
^reputation  for  speaking  finely;  othCTS  of  them 
there  are  who  write  histories,  in  order  to  gra- 
tify those  that  happened  to  be  concerned  in 
them    aid  on  that  account  have  spared  no 
pains,  but  rather  gone  beyond  their  own  abi- 
lities in  the  performance ;  but  others  there  are, 
who  of  necessity  and  by  force,  are  driven  to 
write  history,  because  they  were  concerned  m 
the  facts,  and  so  cannot  excuse  themselves 
from  committing  them  to  writing,  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  posterity,  nay,  there  are  not  a  few 
who  are  induced  to  draw  their  historical  facts 
out  of  darkness  into  light,  and  to  produce 
them  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  on  account 
of  the  great  importance  of  the  facts  them- 
selves with  which  they  have  been  concerned. 
Now  of  these  several  reasons  for  writing  his- 
tory I  must  profess  the  two  last  were  my  own 
reaions  also;  for  since  I  was  myself  interested 
in  that  war  which  we  Jews  had  mth  the  Ro- 
mans, and  knew  myself  its  particular  actions, 
and  what  conclusion  it  had,  I  w-s  forced  to 
(rive  the  history  of  it,   because  I  saw  that 
others  perverted  the  truth  of  those  actions  in 
their  writings. 

2.  Now  I  have  undertaken  the  present 
work,  as  thinking  it  \viU  appear  to  all  the 
Greekst  worthy  of  their  study;  for  it  will 
contain  all  our  antiquities,  and  the  constitu- 
tion of  our  government,  as  interpreted  out  of 
the  Hebrew  Scriptures;  and  indeed  I  did  for- 
tnerly  intend,  when  I  wroti  of  the  war.t  to 
explain  who  the  Jews  originally  were,— what 
fortunes  they  had  been  subject  to,— and  by 


•  This  pre&ce  of  Jo!epha«  i»  exccneol  in  il>  k\ncl, 
»nd  hichly  wortky  the  rcpea!<!<l  pjru^al  of  tht  resiier, 
before  lie  set  about  tke  perusal  of  the  work  itself 
■   *    Ihat  is.  all  the  rtentiles.  both  (JreelvS  anil  Romans. 

J   We  nMV  seasonably  note  here,  that  Josephus  wrote 
fits   Jievea   Books  of  the  .tewish   Wor.  long  before    he 
urote  these  his  Antiquities      Those  booVs  of  the  War 
•  ere  published  about  A.  I).  75:    and  these   AntuiuiU''.. 
4  l>.  ua,  about  eighteea  vears  later.  i 


what  legislator  they  had  been  instructed  in 
pieiy,  and  the  exercise  of  other  virtues,— 
what  wars  also  they  had  made  in  remote  ages, 
till  thev  were  unwillingly  engaged  in  this  last 
with   the   Romans;    but  because   this  work 
would  take  up  a  great  compass,  1  separated  it 
into  a  set  treatise  by  itself,  with  a  beginning 
of  its  own,  and  its  own  conclusion ;  but  in 
process  of  time,  as  usually  happens  to  such 
us  undertake  great  things.  I  grew  weary,  and 
went  on  slowlv,  it  being  a  large  subject,  and 
a  difficult  thing  to  translate  our  history  into 
a  foreign,  and  to  us  unaccustomed  language. 
However,  some  persons  there  were  who  de- 
sired to  know  our  history,  and  so  exhorted 
me  to  go  on  with  it;  and,  above  all  the  rest, 
Epaphroditus,§  a  man  who  is  a  loifSfof  »" 
kind  of  learning,  but  is  principaUy  delighted 
with  the  knowledge  of  history;  and  this  on 
account  of  his  having  been  himself  concerned 
in  great  affairs,  and  many  turns  of  fortune, 
and  having  shown  a  wonderful  vigour  of  an 
excellent  nature,  and  an  immoveable  virtuous 
resolution  in  them  all.    I  yielded  to  this  man  s 
persuasions,  who  always  excites  such  as  have 
abilities  in  what  is  useful  and  acceptable,  to 
join  their  endeavours  with  his.     1  was  also 
ashamed  myself  to  permit  any  laziness  of  dis- 
position to  have  a  greater  influence  upon  me 
than  the  delight  of  taking  pains  in  such  studies 
as  were  very  useful :   I  thereupon  stirred  up 
myself,  and' went  on   with   my  work   more 
cheerfully.     Besides  the  foregoing  motives,  I 
had  others  which  I  greatly  reflected  on;  and 
these  were,  that  our  forefathers  were  mlUng 
to  communicate  such  things  to  others ;  and 
that  some  of  the  Greeks  took  considerable 
pains  to  know  the  affairs  of  our  nation. 

3  I  found,  therefore,  that  the  second  of 
the  Ptolemies  was  a  king  who  was  extraor- 
dinarily diligent  in  what  concerned  learning 
and  the  collection  of  books;  that  he  was  also 


»  This  F.paphroditus  was  certainly  alive  Ul  the  third 
vear  of  I  rajan.  A.  D.  100.  See  the  note  on  the  first 
book  Altaiost  Apion.  seet.  1.  >Vl.o  he  vfas  we  do  not 
know  lor  a«  t..  Rpaphroditus.  the  freed-man  of  ^e^o, 
.,i.d  a/lerwards  Doo'llian's  seerelary,  who  was  put  to 
rteni'i  hv  D.iniiriao.  in  the  I  uh  ..r  I5lh  year  of  hn  rei^n. 
be  e^ild  out  Ik-  «live  In  ihe  third  of  1  rnjan. 
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peculiarly  ambitious  to  procure  a  translation 
of  our  law,  and  of  the  constitution  of  our 
government  therein  contained,  into  the  Greek 
tongue.  Now  Eleazar,  the  bi^ii  priest,  one 
not  inferior  to  any  other  of  that  dignity 
among  us,  did  not  envy  the  forenamed  king 
the  participation  of  that  advantage,  which 
otherwise  he  would  for  certain  have  denied 
him,  but  that  he  knew  the  custom  of  our 
nation  was,  to  hinder  nutliing  of  what  we 
esteemed  ourselves  from  being  cummuiiicated 
to  others.  Accordingly,  I  thought  it  became 
me  both  to  imitate  the  genero.'-ity  of  our  high 
priest,  and  to  suppose  there  might  even  now 
be  many  lovers  of  learning  like  the  king;  fur 
be  did  not  obtain  all  our  writings  at  that  time ; 
but  those  who  were  sent  to  Alexandria  ;is  in- 
terpreters, gave  him  only  the  books  of  the 
law,  while  there  were  a  \iist  number  of  other 
matters  in  our  sacred  books.  They  indeed 
contain  in  them  the  history  of  live  thousand 
years ;  in  which  time  hap|>ened  many  strange 
accidents,  many  chances  of  war,  and  great 
actions  of  the  commanders,  and  mutations  of 
the  form  of  our  government.  Upon  the 
whole,  a  man  that  will  peruse  this  history, 
may  principally  learn  from  it,  that  all  events 
succeed  well,  even  to  an  incredible  degree, 
and  the  reward  of  feliiity  is  proposed  by  Uod; 
but  then  it  is  to  those  that  follow  his  will,  aiul 
do  not  venture  to  break  his  excellent  laws; — 
and  that  so  far  as  men  any  way  apostatize 
from  the  accurate  observation  of  them,  what 
was  practicable  before,  becomes  impractica- 
ble;* and  whatsoever  they  set  about  as  a  good 
thing  is  converted  into  an  incurable  calamity: 
I  — and  now  I  exhort  all  those  that  peruse  these 
books  to  apply  their  minds  to  God;  ajid  to 
examine  the  mind  of  our  legislator,  whether 
he  hath  not  understood  his  nature  in  a  laan- 
ner  worthy  of  him;  and  hath  not  ever  ascril)- 
ed  to  him  such  operations  as  become  his 
power,  and  hath  not  preserved  his  writings 
from  those  indecent  fables  which  others  have 
framed,  although,  by  the  great  distance  of 
time  when  he  lived,  he  might  have  securely 
forged  such  lies;  for  he  lived  two  thousand 
years  ago ;  at  which  vast  distance  of  ages  the 
poets  themselves  have  not  been  so  hardy  as  to 
fix  even  the  generations  of  their  gods,  much 
iess  the  actions  of  their  men,  or  their  owti 
laws.  As  I  proceed,  therefore,  I  shall  accu- 
rately describe  what  is  contained  in  our  re- 
cords, in  the  order  of  time  that  belongs  to 
them;  for  I  have  already  promised  so  to  do 
throughout  this  undertaking,  and  this  without 
adding  any  thing  to  what  is  therein  contained, 
or  taking  away  any  thing  therefrom. 

4.  But  because  almost  all  our  constitution 
depends  on  the  wisdom  of  Moses,  our  legisla- 
tor, I  cannot  avoid  sa)ing  somewhat  concern- 
ing him  beforehand,  thoi  gh  I  shall  do  it  brief- 

•  Josephus  here  plainly  alludes  to  the  famoufl  Greek 

Eroverb;  ItUod  be  with  us,  «ver>  IbJog  tlMbt  u  uupds&i- 
le  becomes  possible.  ,  .  .      i   ^ 


ly ;  I  mean,  because  otherwise  tbose  tbat  read 
my  book  may  wonder  how  it  comes  to  pass 
that  my  discourse,  which  promises  an  account 
of  laws  and  historical  facts,  contains  so  much 
of  philosophy.  Thereaderis  therefore  to  know, 
that  Moses  deemed  it  exceeding  necessary, 
that  he  who  would  conduct  his  own  life  well, 
and  give  laws  to  others,  in  tie  first  place 
should  consider  the  divine  nature,  and,  upon 
the  contemplation  of  God's  operations,  should 
thereby  imitate  the  best  of  all  patterns,  so  fur 
as  it  is  possible  for  human  nature  to  do,  and 
to  endeavour  to  follow  after  it;  neither  could 
the  legislator  himself  have  a  right  mind  with- 
out such  a  contemplation;  nor  would  any 
thing  he  should  write  tend  to  the  promotior 
of  virtue  in  his  readers:  I  mean,  unless  they 
be  taught  first  of  all,  that  God  is  the  Father 
and  Lord  of  all  things,  and  sees  all  things, 
and  that  theuce  he  bestows  a  happy  life  upon 
those  that  follow  him;  but  pluuges  such  as 
do  not  walk  in  the  paths  of  virtue  into  inevit- 
able miseries,  ^ow  when  Moses  was  desirous- 
to  teach  this  lesson  to  his  countrymen,  he  did 
not  begin  the  establishment  of  bis  laws  after 
the  same  manner  that  other  legislators  did;  I 
mean,  upon  contracts  and  other  rites  between 
one  man  and  another,  but  by  raising  their 
minds  upwards  to  regard  God,  and  his  crea- 
tion of  the  world;  and  Ijy  persuading  them, 
that  we  men  arc  the  most  excellent  of  the 
creatures  of  God  upon  earth.  Now,  wheu 
once  he  had  brought  them  to  submit  to  reli- 
gion, be  easily  persiuded  them  to  submit  ill 
all  other  things ;  for,  as  to  other  legislators, 
they  followed  tables,  and,  by  their  discourses, 
transferred  the  most  reproachful  of  Inunau 
vices  unto  the  gods,  atxl  »o  alforded  wicked 
men  the  most  plausible  excuses  for  their 
crimes  ■  but,  as  for  onr  legislator,  when  he  had 
once  demonstrated  that  God  was  possessed  of 
perfect  virtue,  he  supposed  that  men  iilsu 
ought  to  strive  after  the  paitioi|>»tion  of  it; 
and  on  those  who  did  nut  so  think  and  s» 
believe,  he  inflicted  the  severest  punishments. 
I  exhort,  therefore,  my  readers  to  exauiin* 
this  whole  undertaking  in  that  view;  for 
thereby  it  will  appear  to  tbem  that  there  is 
nothing  therein  disagreeable  either  to  the  ma- 
jesty of  God,  or  to  his  love  to  mankind  ;  for 
all  tilings  have  here  a  reference  to  the  nature 
of  the  universe;  while  our  legislator  speaks 
some  things  H-Jsely,  but  enigmatioally,  and 
others  under  a  decent  allegory,  but  still  ex- 
plains such  things  as  required  a  direct  expli- 
cation plainly  and  expressly.  However,  those 
that  have  a  mind  to  know  the  reasons  of  every 
thing,  may  find  here  a  very  curious  philoso- 
phical theory,  which  I  now  indeedshall  waive 
the  explication  of;  but  if  God  adbrd  me  tinit 
for  it,  I  will  set  about  writing  it,t  after  I 

+  As  to  this  inten(J«t  worlt  of  Josephus.  eonepminij 
Ihe  ieu>ons  of  many  ol  the  ./ewish  laws,  siiri  what  phi- 
.■p>i.pi.iial  or  alleKoricat  lense  Ihcy  would  bear,  the  Jiwt 
.  {  uLiLh  wnrit  is  by  ■ome  of  the  Leametl  out  nucb  m 
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hare  finished  the  present  work.  I  shall  now 
lietake  mvself  to  the  history  liefire  me,  after 
1  have  firat  mentioned  what  Moses  says  of  the 


creation  of  the  world,  which  I  find  described 
in  the  sacred  books  after  the  manner  follow- 
ing. 


BOOK  I. 

eONTAIMIMO  THE  INTKHVAL  OP  TBRSB  TBOCIAND  KIOBT  nCNDKED  AND  THIRTY-THRBE  YBARS. 

FROM  THE  CREATION  TO  THE  DEATH  OF  ISAAC. 


CHAPTER  L 

TIIK  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  TCOKLD,  AND  THE 
DISl'USITION  OF  THE  ELEMENTS. 

§  1.  In  the  beginning  God  created  the  hea- 
ven and  the  earth;  but  when  the  earth  did 
not  come  into  sight,  but  was  covered  with 
thirk  darkness,  and  a  wind  moved  upon  its 
>.urfHre,  God  commanded  that  there  should  be 
light ;  and  when  that  was  made,  he  considered 
Ihf  tvholt'  niaS'i,  and  separated  the  light  and 
tlio  darkness;  and  tl^e  name  he  gave  to  one 
wiLS  Xij/lfl.  anil  the  other  he  called  Dai/;  and 
he  u.iuietl  tlie  Ifegiiming  of  light  and  the  time 
of  rest,  '/lie  Kvanini/  and  T/ie  Morning;  and 
this  was  indeed  the  first  day:  hut  Moses  said 
it  was  one  day,  —  the  cause  of  which  I  am 
able  to  give  even  now;  but  because  I  have 
promised  to  give  su*'h  reasons  for  all  things 
ill  a  trcati-c  by  itself,  I  shall  put  off  its  expo- 
sition till  that  time.  After  this,  on  the  second 
day,  he  placed  the  heaven  over  the  whole 
world,  and  separated  it  from  the  other  parts; 
Mild  he  determined  it  should  stand  hy  itself. 
tie  also  |>laced  a  crystalline  [tirmaineiit]  round 
it.  and  put  it  together  in  a  manner  agreeable 
to  the  earth,  and  fitted  it  for  giving  moisture 
and  rain,  and  for  atfording  the  advantage  of 
dews.  On  the  third  day  he  appointed  the 
dry  land  to  appear,  with  the  sea  itself  round 
ahout  it;  and  on  the  very  same  day  he  made 
the  plants  and  the  seeds  to  spring  out  of  the 
earth.  On  the  fourth  day  he  adorned  the 
heaven  with  the  sun,  the  moon,  and  the  other 
(.tars;  and  appointed  them  their  motions  and 
courses,  that  the  vicissitudes  of  the  seasons 
■night  be  clearly  signified.      And  on  the  fifth 

lirittpd.  1  am  ini-linable  in  part  to  Fabricius's  opinion, 
an  IlavercaiDp,  p.  tH.  l>4.  that  ''  we  nfird  not  duul>t  but. 
am  in^  somr  vain  and  frigid  conjectures  deri«f-<i  from 
Jewish  imacinatioiis.  Jus«pbus  would  have  taiigrit  us  a 
j:rr..lpr  number  of  eicellfnt  and  UM-Ail  tliin|;s.  which 
prrh.ips  iiohody,  n»*illirr  amnni:  Itic  Jtws  nor  .ainon^  the 
ClinNtian<.  can  imw  inform  us  of;  so  that  1  would  give 
great  deal  to  6od  it  atill  extaaL" 


day  be  produced  the  living  creatures,  both 
those  that  swim  and  those  that  Hy;  the  former 
in  the  sea,  the  Ujtter  in  the  air:  he  also  sorted 
them  as  to  society  and  mixture,  for  procrea- 
tion, and  that  their  kinds  might  increase  and 
multiply.  On  the  sixth  day  he  created  the 
four-footed  lieasts,  and  made  them  male  and 
female :  on  the  same  day  he  also  formed  man. 
Accordingly  .Moses  says.  That  in  just  six  days 
the  world  and  all  that  is  therein  was  made; 
and  that  the  seventh  day  was  a  rest,  and  a  re- 
lea.se  from  the  labour  of  such  operations;  — 
whence  it  is  that  we  celebrate  a  rest  from  our 
labours  on  that  day,  and  call  it  the  Sabbath ; 
wliich  word  denotes  rest  in  the  Hebrew  tongue. 
2.  Moreover,  .Moses,  after  the  seventh  day 
was  over,*  begins  to  ulk  philosophically;  and 
roncerning  the  formation  of  man.  says  thus: 
That  God  took  dust  from  the  ground,  and 
formed  man,  and  inserted  in  him  a  spirit  and 
a  soul.f  This  iiian  was  called  Adam,  which 
in  the  Hebrew  tongue  signifiei  one  thai  is  rid, 
because  he  was  formed  out  of  red  earth  com- 
pounded together;  for  of  that  kind  is  virgin 
and  true  earth.  God  also  presented  the  living 
creatures,  when  he  hail  made  them,  according 
to  their  kinds,  both  male  and  female,  to  Adam, 
who  gave  them  those  names  by  which  they  are 
still  called.    But  when  he  saw  that  Adam  had 

•  Since  Josephas.  in  his  Preface,  sect  4,  says  that 
Moses  wrote  some  thinns  enigmatically,  some  allegon- 
cally.  and  the  rejit  in  plain  words,  since  in  his  account 
of  the  lir«l  chapter  of  Genesis,  and  the  tirst  three  verses 
of  the  second,  he  eives  us  no  hiuts  of  any  mystery  at  ail; 
but  when  he  here  comes  to  ver.  1.  &r.  lie  says  that  Mo. 
.ses.  after  the  sr'venth  d.iv  was  over,  hejan  to  talk  pltili»- 
sophicallv.  it  is  nol  very  imppibahle  that  he  understood 
t'le  rest  of  the  second  ami  the  third  chapters  in  some  eme- 
'iiatical,  or  alleiToriral.  or  pliiloso|iliical  sense.  The 
elianee  of  the  name  of  Gnl.  ju.st  at  this  pl.ice.  from  l;io. 
Iiira  to.lehoiaii  Elo'iim.  from  (iod  to  l.ord  Goil.  in  the 
I  lebrew.  SamariUu.  aud  Septuaeint.does  also  not  a-little 
l.ivoursomesticbchannein  the  narration  or constnictioil. 

+  We  may  ob^rve  tiere.  that  .J.isephus  supposed  man 
to  be  compounded  of  spirit.  s<iul.  and  body,  with  <l.  Paul, 
1  Tbess  V.  23.  and  t'le  r.-<t  ..f 'he  ancients:  he  elsewhere 
says  also.  th.tl  the  hl-e'l  -i;  aiiim.i's  was  forhiddeii  to  be 
eaten,  as  bavlag  in  it  soul  and  spitiL  Aatiq.  b.  iiL  cbap. 
xL  sect  3. 
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DO  female  companion,  no  society,  for  there 
was  no  such  created,  and  that  he  wondered  at 
the  other  animals  which  were  male  and  female, 
he  laid  him  asleep,  and  took  away  one  of  his 
ribs,  and  out  of  it  formed  the  woman ;  where- 
upon Adam  knew  her  when  she  was  brought 
to  him,  and  acknowledged  that  she  was  made 
out  of  himself.  Now  a  woman  is  called  in 
the  Hebrew  tongue  Jssa;  but  the  name  of 
this  womin  was  Eve,  which  signifies  the  mo- 
ther of  all  living, 

3.  Moses  says  farther,  that  God  planted  a 
paradise  in  the  east,  flourishing  «ith  all  sorts 
of  trees;  and  that  among  them  was  the  tree 
of  life,  and  another  of  knowledge,  whereby 
was  to  be  known  what  was  good  and  eWl; 
and  that  when  he  brought  Adam  and  his  wife 
into  this  garden,  he  commanded  them  to  take 


then  lived  together  with  Adam  and  his  vnle, 
shewed  an  envious  disposition,  at  his  supposal 
of  their  living  happily,  and  in  obedience  to 
the  commands  of  God  ;  and  imagining,  that, 
when  they  disobeyed  them,  they  would  fall 
into  calamities,  he  persuaded  the  woman,  out 
of  a  malicious  intention,  to  taste  of  the  tree 
of  knowledge,  telling  them,  that  in  that  tree 
was  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil;  v\hich 
knowledge  when  they  should  obtain,  they 
would  lead  a  happy  life,  nay,  a  life  not  infe- 
rior to  that  of  a  god :  by  which  means  he 
overcame  the  woman,  and  persuaded  her  to 
despise  the  command  of  God.  Now  when 
she  had  tasted  of  that  tree,  and  was  pleased 
with  its  fruit,  she  persuaded  Adam  to  make 
use  of  it  also.  Upon  this  they  perceived  that 
they  were  become  naked  to  one  another;  and 


care  of  the  plants.     Now  the  garden  was  wa- 1  being  ashamed  thus  to  appear^abroad^  they 
tered  by  one  river,*  which  ran  round  about  '    '    '  "   ^-^"  "■- 

the  whole  earth,  and  was  p:irted  into  four 
parts.  And  Phison,  which  denotes  a  multi- 
tude, running  into  India,  makes  its  exit  into 
the  sea,  and  is  by  the  Greeks  called  Ganges. 
Euphrates  also,  as  well  as  Tigris,  goes  down 
into  the  Red  Sea.f     Now  the  name  Etiphra 


invented  somewhat  to  cover  them ;  for  the  tree 
sharpened  their  understanding:  and  they  co- 
vered themselves  with  fig-leaves;  and  tying 
these  before  them,  out  of  modesty,  they 
thought  they  were  happier  than  they  were 
before,  as  they  had  discovered  what  they  were 
want  of     But  when  God  came  into  the 


tes  or  Phrath,  denotes  either  a  dispersion,  or  I  garden,  Adam,  who  was  wont  before  to  come 
a  flower:  by  Tigris,  or  Diglath,  is  signified  I  and  converse  with  him,  bemg  conscious  ot  his 
wh.it  is  sw'ift,  with  narrowness:  and. Geon  i  wicked  behaviour,  went  out  of  the  way  This 
runs  through  Egypt,  and  denotes  what  arises  behavmur  surprised  God;  and  he  asked^what 
from  the  east,  which  the  Greeks  call  Nile.  "'"  '""""" 

4.  God  therefore  commanded  that  Adam  ' 
and  his  wife  should  eat  of  all  the  rest  of  the 
plants,  but  to  abstain  from  the  tree  of  know- 
ledge; and  foretold  to  them,  that,  if  they 
touched  it,  it  would  prove  their  destruction. 
But  while  all  the  living  creatures  had  one 
language,  t  at  that  time  the  serpent,  which 

•  Whence  this  strange  notion  cime.  which  yet  is  not 
peculiar  to  Josephus,  but,  as  Dr.  Hudson  says  here,  is 
derived  from  older  authors,  as  if  four  of  the  greatest 
rivers  in  the  world,  ruunin^  two  of  them  at  vast  dis- 
tances from  the  other  two.  by  some  means  or  other  wa- 
tered paradise,  is  hard  to  say.  t  >nly.  since  Josephus  lias 
already  appeared  to  alletjorize  this  history,  and  takes  no- 
tice that  these  four  names  had  a  particular  sicniDcation ; 
Phison  for  Ganges,  o  mu/fiti/dr  .■  Phrath  for  Euphrates, 
either  o  dii;i«T«on  or  a  ^oii-er  ;  lliirlath  for  Tigris,  n/iof 
IS  sn-i/t,  with  narronnfss ;  and  Geon  for  Nile,  n-hat 
crises  from  the  fast,—  we  perhaps  mistake  him  when 
we  suppose  he  literally  means  those  tor  rivers;  especially 
as  to  Geon  or  Nile,  which  arises  from  the  east,  white  he 
very  well  knew  the  literal  Nile  arisea  from  the  sooth: 
though  what  farther  alleKorical  sense  he  had  in  view,  is 
now,  I  fear,  impossible  to  be  determined. 

+  By  the  Ked  Sea  is  not  here  meant  the  Arabian  Golf, 
whicci  alone  we  now  call  hy  that  name,  hut  all  that  Sooth 

Sea,  which  included  the  Red  Sea  and  the   Persian  Gulf. 
AS  far  as  the  F.ast  Indies;  as  Ueland  and  Hudson  here 

truly  note,  from  the  old  Rcographers. 

;  Hence  it  appears  that  Josephus  thought  several,  at 

least,  of  the  brute  animals,  particularly  the  serpent,  could 

speak  before  the  Fall.   And  1  think  few  of  the  more  per- 
fect kinds  of  those  animals  want  the  organs  of  speech  at 

this  day.     Many  inducements  there  are  also  to  a  notion, 

that  the   present  stale   they  are  in    is  not  their  original 

state;  and   that   their  capacities  have  been   once   much 

greater  than  we  now  see  them,  and  aro  capable  of  being 

restored  to  their  former  condition.     But  as  lo  this  most 

ancient,  and  authentic,  and  prohahly  allegorical  account 

of  that  grand  affair  of  the  fall  of  our  first  parents.  I 

have  somewhat  more  I.,   say  in  way  of  conjecture,  but 

being  only  a  conje.-tiire,  I  omit  it;  only   thus  far,  that 

the  impatation  of  the  sin  of  our  flrst  parents  to  then 


was  the  cause  of  this  his  procedure;  and  why 
he,  that  before  delighted  in  that  conversation, 
did  now  fly  from  it,  and  avoid  it.  When  he 
made  no  reply,  as  cons«ious  to  himself  that 
be  had  transgressed  the  command  of  God, 
God  said,  "  I  had  before  determined  about 
you  both,  how  you  might  lead  a  happy  life, 
without  anv  affliction,  and  care,  and  vexation 
of  soul;  and  that  all  things  which  might  con- 
tribute  to  your  enjoyment  and  pleasure  should 
grow  up  by  my  providence,  of  their  own  ac- 
coril,  without  yotir  own  labour  and  pains, 
taking;  which  state  of  labour  and  pains-tak 
ing  would  soon  bring  on  old  age;  and  death 
would  not  be  at  any  remote  distance:  but 
now  thou  hast  abused  this  my  good-will,  anil 
hast  disobi-yed  my  commands ;  for  thy  silence 
is  not  the  sign  of  thy  virtue,  hut  of  thy  evil 
conscience."  However,  Adam  excused  his 
sin,  and  entre.ited  God  not  to  be  angry  at  him, 
and  laid  the  blame  of  what  was  done  upon 
his  wife ;  and  said  that  he  was  deceived  by 
her,  and  thence  became  an  offender;  while  she 
again  accused  the  serpent.  But  God  allotted 
him  punishment,  because  he  weakly  submitted 
to  the  counsel  of  his  wnfe ;  and  said,  the  ground 
should  not  henceforth  yield  its  fruits  of  its 
own  accord,  but  that  when  it  should  be  ha- 
rassed by  their  labour,  it  should  bring  forth 
some  of  its  fruits,  and  refuse  to  bring  forth 

posterity,  any  farther  than  as  some  way  the  cause  or  oc 
rasion  of  man's  mortality,  seems  almost  entirely  ground- 
less; and  that  both  man.'  and  the  other  subordinate  crea- 
tures, are  hereafier  to  he  delivered  from  the  curse  then 
bniught  upon  them,  and  at  last  tube  delivered  from  that 
bi'.ndasc  of  corruption,  Rom.  viii.  19 — 'ti~ 
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others.  He  aho  made  Eve  liable  to  the  in- 
conveiiiency  of  breedini;,  and  the  sharp  pains 
of  bringing  forth  children,  and  thjs  because 
6he  persuaded  Adam  \rith  the  same  arguments 
wherewith  the  serpent  had  persuaded  her,  and 
had  thereby  brought  him  into  a  calamitous 
condition.  He  also  deprived  the  serpent  of 
speech,  out  of  indignation  at  his  malicious 
disposition  towards  Adam.  Besides  this,  he 
inserted  poison  under  his  tongue,  and  made 
biui  an  enemy  to  men;  and  suggested  to  them 
that  they  should  direct  their  strokes  against 
his  head,  that  being  the  place  wherein  lay  his 
miscbievous  designs  towards  men,  and  it  being 
easiest  to  take  vengeance  on  him  that  way : 
and  when  be  had  deprived  him  of  the  use  of 
his  feet,  he  made  him  to  go  rolling  all  along, 
and  dragging  himself  upon  the  ground.  And 
when  God  had  appointed  these  penalties  for 
them,  he  removed  Adam  and  Eve  out  of  the 
garden  into  another  place. 


CHAPTER  IL 

CONCEROTNG  TUB  POSTEMTT  OF  ADAM,  AND 
THE  TEK  GEKEaATIOIfS  FaOM  HIM  TO  THE 
DELUGE. 

§  1.  Adam  and  Eve  had  t>vosons;  the  elder 
of  them  was  named  Cain;  which  name,  when 
it  is  interpreted,  signifies  a  possession.  The 
younger  was  Abel,  which  signifies  sorrow. 
They  had  also  daughters.  Now,  the  two 
brethren  were  pleased  with  different  courses 
of  life;  for  Abel,  the  younger,  was  a  lover  of 
righteousness,  and.  believing  that  God  was 
present  at  all  his  actions,  he  excelled  in  vir- 
tue; and  bis  employment  was  that  of  a  shep- 
herd. But  Cain  mis  not  only  very  n-icked 
in  other  respects,  but  was  wholly  intent  upon 
getting;  and  he  first  contrived  to  plough  the 
pround.  He  slew  his  brother  on  the  occasion 
follo«-ing: — They  had  resolved  to  sacrifice  to 
God.  Now  Cain  brought  the  frnits  of  the 
earth,  and  of  his  husbandry;  but  Abel  brought 
milk,  and  the  first-fruits  of  his  flocks ;  but  God 
was  more  delighted  with  the  latter  oblation,* 
when  he  was  honoured  with  what  grew  natur- 
ally of  its  own  accord,  than  ho  was  with  what 
was  the  invention  of  a  covetous  man,  and  got- 
ten bv  forcing  the  ground ;  whence  it  was  that 
Cain  was  verv  angrv  tbot  Abe!  was  preferred 
bv  God  before  him;'  and  he  slew  his  brother, 
and  hid  his  dead  liody,  thinking  to  escape  dis- 
covery. But  God,  knowing  what  had  been 
done,  came  to  Cain,  and  asked  him  what  was 
become  of  his  brother,  because  he  had  not  seen 

•  .«(  John's  «cconnt  of  the  rcMon  why  God  sccfpti-d 
(hf  Mcrificeof  Abel,  and  reJMled  that  of  Cain;  a5  also 
whv  Cain  slew  AM.  on  acconnt  of  that  his  acceptance 
with  Ood.— is  much  belter  than  this  of  Josephus:  I 
mean  becanse  -  Cain  was  of  the  evil  one,  and  slew  his 
hroin.r  And  wherefore  slew  he  him'  Beratise  his 
o«it  works  were  eWl.  and  liis  brother's  rirbleniis  "  1 
•ohu  iii.  12.  J'^sephus's  reason  seems  to  be  no  better 
Ifaan  a  pharisaicai  notion  or  tradiUon. 


him  of  many  days,  whereas  he  used  to  observe 
them  con»  ersing  together  at  other  times.  But 
Cain  was  in  doubt  with  himself,  and  knew  not 
what  answer  to  give  to  God.  At  first  he  said 
that  he  was  himself  at  a  loss  about  his  bro- 
ther's disappearing ;  but  when  he  was  pro- 
voked by  God,  who  pressed  him  vehemently, 
as  resolving  to  know  what  the  matter  was,  he 
replied,  be  was  not  his  brother's  guardian  or 
keeper,  nor  was  he  an  observer  of  what  he 
did.  But  in  return,  God  convicted  Cain,  as 
having  been  the  murderer  of  his  brother;  and 
said,  "  I  wonder  at  thee,  that  thou  knowest 
not  what  has  become  of  a  man  whom  thou  thy- 
self hast  destroyed."  God  therefore  did  not 
inflict  the  punishment  [of  death]  upon  him, 
on  account  of  his  offering  sacrifice,  and  there- 
by making  supplication  to  him  not  to  be  ex- 
treme in  his  wrath  to  him;  but  he  made  him 
accursed,  and  threatened  his  posterity  in  the 
seventh  generation.  He  also  east  him,  to- 
gether with  his  wife,  out  of  that  lantL  And 
when  he  was  afraid,  that  in  wandering  about 
he  should  fiiU  among  wild  beasts,  and  by  that 
means  perish,  God  bid  him  not  to  entertain 
such  a  melancholy  suspicion,  and  to  go  over 
all  the  earth  without  fear  of  what  mischief  he 
might  suffer  from  wild  beasts;  and  setting  a 
mark  upon  him  that  he  might  be  known,  he 
commanded  him  to  depart. 

2.  And  when  Cain  had  travelled  over  many 
countries,  he,  with  his  wife,  built  a  city,  name*" 
Nod,  which  is  a  place  so  called,  and  there  he 
settled  his  abode;  where  also  he  had  children. 
However,  he  did  not  accept  of  his  ptmish- 
ment  in  order  to  amendment,  but  to  mcrease 
his  wickedness;  for  he  only  aimed  to  procure 
every  thing  that  was  for  his  own  bodilv  ple:i. 
sure,  though  it  obliged  hint  to  be  injurious 
to  his  neighbours.  He  augmented  his  house- 
hold substance  w  ith  'Ouch  wealtb,  by  rapine 
and  violence;  he  cxeited  his  acquiuntance  to 
procure  pleasu-^^s  and  spoils  by  robbery,  anil 
became*  a  <r<eat  leader  of  men  into  wicked 
courses  He  also  introduced  a  change  in  that 
wav  jf  simplicity  wherein  men  lived  before; 
and  was  the  author  of  measures  and  weights 
And  whereas  they  lived  iimocently  and  gene- 
rously while  they  knew  nothing  of  such  arts, 
he  changed  the  world  into  cunning  craftiness. 
He  first  of  all  set  boundaries  about  lands;  he 
built  a  city,  and  fortified  it  with  walls,  and  he 
compelled  his  family  to  come  together  to  it; 
and  called  that  city  Enoch,  after  the  name  of 
his  eldest  son  Enoch.  Now  Jared  was  the 
son  of  Enoch ;  whose  son  was  Slalaliel;  whose 
son  was  Mathusela;  whose  son  was  Lamech; 
who  had  seventy-seven  children  by  two  wives, 
SUla  and  Ada.  Of  those  children  by  Ada, 
one  was  Jabel;  he  erected  tents,  and  loved 
the  life  of  a  shepherd.  But  Jubal,  who  was 
born  of  the  same  mother  with  him,  exercised 
himself  in  music  ;t  and  invented  the  psaltery 

+  From  this  Jubal,  not  improbably,  came  Johet.  the 
trumpet  of  jobel  or  jubilee,  that  Urje  and  loud  musical 
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and  the  barp.  But  Tubal,  one  of  his  chil- 
dren by  the  other  vnte,  exceeded  all  men  in 
strength,  and  was  very  expert  and  Vinous  in 
martial  performances.  He  procured  what 
tended  to  the  pleasures  of  the  body  by  that 
method;  and  first  of  all  inrented  the  art  of 
making  brass.  Lamech  was  also  the  father 
of  a  daughter,  whose  name  was  Naaroah; 
m\  because  he  was  so  skilful  in  matters  of 
divine  revelation,  that  he  knew  he  was  to  be 
punished  for  Cain's  murder  of  his  brother,  he 
mnde  that  knomi  to  his  wives.  Nay,  even 
» liile  Adam  was  alive,  it  came  to  pass  that 
the  posterity  of  Cain  became  exceeding  wiiked, 
every  one  successively  dying  one  afler  ano- 
tlier,  more  \vicked  than  the  former.  They 
were  intolerable  in  war,  and  vehement  in 
robberies;  and  if  any  one  were  slow  to  mur- 
diT  people,  yet  was  he  bold  in  his  proAigate 
behaviour,  in  acting  unjustly,  and  doing  in- 
juries for  gain. 

3.  Now  Adam,  who  was  the  first  man, 
and  made  out  of  the  earth  (for  our  discourse 
must   novi  be  about  him),  after  Abel  was 
slain,  and  Cain  fled  away  on  account  of  his 
murder,  was  solicitous  for  posterity,  and  had 
a  vehement  desire  of  children,  he  being  two 
hundred  and  thirty  years  old;   after  which 
time  he  lived  other  seven  hundred,  and  then 
died.     He  had  indeed  many  other  children,* 
l"it  Seth  in  particular.     As  for  the  rest,  it 
would  be  tedious  to  name  them;  I  will  there- 
fore  only  endeavour   to  give  an  account  of 
those  that  proceeded  from  Seth.     No  .v  this 
Seth,  when  he  was  brought  up,  and  came  to 
those  years  in  which  be  could  discern  what 
was  good,  became  a  virtuous  man;    and  as 
he  was  himself  of  an  excellent  character,  so 
did  he  leave  chilUion  behind  him  who  imita- 
ted his  virtues. t     AU  these  proved  to  be  of 
good  dispositions.     Thty  also  inhabited  the 
Kime  country  without  dissensions,  and  in  a  I 
happy    condition,    without    an_t    mirfortunes  j 
tailing  upon  them  till  they  died.     They  also 
rtcre  the  inventors  of  that  peculiar  *ort  of 
wisdom  which  is  concerned  with  the  heavanly 
bodies,  and  their  order.     And  that  their  in. 
veiitions  might  not  be  lost  before  they  were 
sulTiciently  known,  upon  Adam's  prediction 
that  the  world  was  to  be  destroyed  at  one 
time  by  tbe  force  of  fire,  and  at  another  time 
by  tbe  violence  and  quantity  of  water,  they 
made  two  pillars  ;t  the  one  of  brick,  the  other 

instruinent,  used  io  proclaiming  the  liberty  at  the  year 
of  jubilee. 

*  I'be  number  of  Adam's  children,  as  says  the  old  tra. 
diliuD.was  thirty-three  sons,  and  Iwenly'threeduugbters. 

+  What  is  here  said  of  >elb  and  his  po.-^trrity,  thai 
they  were  very  cood  and  virtuous,  and  at  the  same  time 
very  happy,  without  any  considerable  misfortunes,  for 
sevtn  generations  [see  cb.  ii.  sect.  1.  befoie;  and  ch.  iii. 
sect.  1,  hereafter]  is  exactly  agreeable  to  the  stale  of  the 
world  and  the  conduct  of  Providence  in  all  the  first  ages, 

t  Of  Josephus's  mistake  here,  when  he  took  Seth  the 
son  of  Adam  for  Seth  or  Sesostris  ting  of  Egypt,  the 
erecter  of  this  pillar  io  tbe  land  of  Siriad,  see  Es^ay  on 
the  IMd  TesUment,  Appendix,  p.  1.51),  li'iO.  Although 
the  main  of  this  relation  might  be  true,  and  Adam  might 


of  Stone :  they  inscribed  their  discoveries  on 
them  both,  that  in  case  the  pillar  of  brick 
should  be  destroyed  by  the  flood,  the  pillar  of 
stone  might  remain,  and  exhibit  those  disco- 
veries to  mankind;  and  also  inform  them  that 
there  was  another  pillar  of  brick  erected  by 
them.  Now  this  remains  in  the  land  of  Si- 
riad  to  this  day. 


CHAPTER  IIL 

CONCEBKING  THE  FLOOD;  AND  AFTER  WHAT 
MANNER  NOAH  WAS  SAVED  JN  AN  ARK,  WITH 
HIS  KINDRED,  AND  ArXERWAKDS  DWELT  IN 
THE  PLAIN  or  EHINAR. 

§  1.  Now  this  posterity  of  Seth  continued  to 
esteem  God  as  the  Lord  of  the  universe,  and 
to  have  an  entire  regard  to  virtue,  for  seven 
generations;  but  in  process  of  time  they  were 
perverted,  and  forsook  the  practices  of  theii 
forefathers,  and  did  neither  pay  those  honours 
to  God  which  were  appointed  them,  nor  hud 
they  any  concern  to  do  justice  towards  men. 
But  for  what  degree  of  zeal  they  had  formerly 
shown  for  virtue,  they  now  showed  by  their 
actions  a  double  degree  of  wickedness;  where- 
by they  made  God  to  be  their  enemy;  for 
many  angels§  of  God  accompanied  with  wo- 
men, anil  begat  sons  that  proved  unjust,  and 
despisers  of  all  that  was  good,  on  account  of 
the  confidence  they  bad  m  their  own  strength ; 
for  the  tradition  is.  That  these  men  did  what 
resembled  the  acts  of  those  w  bom  the  Grecians 
call  giants.  But  Noah  was  very  uneasy  at 
what  they  did;  and,  being  displeased  at  thcii 
conduct,  per^uaded  then\  to  change  their  dis. 
positions  and  their  acts  for  the  better; — but, 
seeing  that  they  did  not  yield  to  him,  but 
were  slaves  to  their  wicked  pleasures,  he  was 
afraid  they  would  kill  him,  together  with  his 
wife  and  children,  and  those  ihey  had  mar- 
ried; so  he  departed  out  of  that  land. 

2.  Now  God  loved  this  man  for  bis  rightc- 
lousness;  yet  he  not  only  condemned  those 
I  other  men  for  their  wickedness,  but  determi- 
ned to  destroy  the  whole  race  of  mankind,  and 
to  laake  another  race  that  should  be  pure  from 
wickedness;  and  cutting  short  their  lives,  and 
making  tVeir  years  not  so  m?ny  as  they  for- 
merly lived,  but  one  hundred  and  twenty 
only, I  he  turned  the  dry  land  into  sea;   anil 

foretell  a  conflagration  and  adehig»,wbich  all  an1ii;uily 
witnesses  to  be  an  ancient  tradition;  >iay,  Sethis  posle. 
rity  might  engiave  their  inveoiioiis  in  ustionomy  on  two 
such  pillars,  yet  it  is  no  way  cirdilile  Ihiil  they  could  sur. 
vive  the  deluge,  which  has  buried  all  such  pillars  ,ind 
edifices  lor  under  ground,  in  ti.e  sediment  of  tts  waters, 
especially  since  the  like  pillars  of  the  Egyptian  S*Ui  or 
Sesustris  were  extant  after  the  floo«^,  in  the  land  ul  .Si- 
riad.  and  perhaps  in  the  da  >s  of  Joseph  us  also,  us  is  shown 
in  the  place  here  referred  to 

i  'I  his  i'Otiun,  that  the  fallen  angels  were.  In  some 
sense,  tbe  lathers  of  the  old  |;iants,  was  the  constant 
opinion  of  antii)uit). 

Josephiis   lieie   supposes,  that    the    life    of   these 
giants,  tor  of  them  oul)  do  1  uadersljLud  bim,  was  now 


CHAP.  Ill, 


thus  were  all  tbete  men  destroyed:  but  Noah 
alone  was  saved;  for  God  suggested  to  him 
the  foUowinjf  contrirance  and  way  of  escape: 
—  That  he  should  make  an  ark  of  four  stories 
high,  three  hundred'  cubits  long,  fiftv  cubits 
broad,  and  thirty  cubits  high.  Accordingly 
he  entered  into  that  ark,  and  his  «-ife  and 
sons,  and  their  wives;  and  put  into  it  not 
only  other  provisions,  to  support  their  wants 
there,  but  also  sent  in  with  the  rest  all  sorts 
of  living  creatures,  the  male  and  his  female, 
for  the  preservation  of  their  kinds;  and  others 
of  them  by  sevens.  Now  this  ark  had  firm 
walls,  and  a  roof,  and  \vas  braced  with  cross 
beams,  so  that  it  could  not  be  any  way  drown- 
ed or  overborne  by  the  violence  of  the  water; 
and  thus  was  Noah,  with  bis  familv,  preserved. 
Now  be  was  the  tenth  from  Adam,  as  being 
the  son  of  Lamech,  whose  father  was  Mathu- 
sala.  Ho  was  the  son  of  Enoch,  the  son  of 
Jared;  and  Jared  was  the  son  of  Malaleol, 
who,  with  many  of  bis  sisters,  were  the  chill 
dren  of  Cainan,  the  son  of  Enos.  Now  Enos 
was  the  son  of  Seth,  the  son  of  Adam. 

3.  This  calamity  happened  in  the  six  hun- 
dredth year  of  Noah's  government  [age],  in 
the  second  month, f  called  by  the  .Macedonians 
Diu>,  but  by  the  Hebrews  Marchesuan ;  for  so 
did  they  order  their  year  in  Egvpt;  but  Mn. 
ses  appointed  that  JVisan,  which  is  the  same 
ivitli  Xanthicus,  should  be  the  first  month  for 
their  festivals,  because  he  brought  tliem  out 
of  Egypt  in  that  month:  so  that  this  month 
bej^'an  the  year  as  to  nil  the  solemnities  they 
observed  to  the  honour  of  God.  although  he 
preserved  the  original  order  of  the  months  as 
to  selling  and  buying,  and  other  ordinary  af- 
fairs. Now  he  says  that  this  flood  began  on 
the  twenty-seventh  [seventeenth]  day  of  the 
forementioned  month;  and  this  was  two  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  fifty-six  [one  thousand 
SIX  hundred  and  fifty-six]  years  from  Adam, 
the  nrst  man;  and  the  time  is  written  down 
in  our  sacred  books,  those  who  then  lived  hav- 
ing noted  down,t  with  great  accuracv,  both 
the  births  and  deaths  of  illustrious  men. 
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irducrd  to  120  yrars:  which  in  confir  iwd  by  the  fn.„ 
mrnl  ol  Eniic!,.  Sfcl.  10.  In  *Mth.-nt.  K.-r    I'ar    1   n  -Jfiii' 

F"ra»lothrrf.lotmj«ntin,I.Jo^,>l,n,|„„„elfrnn(i..s,-; 
.h.ir  hvr.  wrre  mucb  loncw  than  liO  yorv  for  man, 
genfrunoos  after  llic  Flood,  as  wc  .ball  m  pn-Kntlv  • 
and  he  »ay»  they  were  erndually  shoclened  lill  the  daii 
3r  lllojes.and  tlien  filed  [for  »ome  lime]  at  \jn,  chap  vl 
■ec  .5.  Nor  indeed  need  we  suppose  that  either  £ro.h' 
or  Josephus  meant  to  inletprel  these  liO  yea™  hr  the  I 

t.rlTaJ^''°V^'  •''r'^v'"  •"  ■''"■""•"""I  Ih^  l^' 
^mLi  ?i^  .K  ''JJlT""  Crfrhap,  while  the  arl  was  pre- 
TrS  wK  "":"«"«:"  "Wch  1  •»>■«  10  be  the  meaning 
ol  God,  when  he  threatened  this  wicked   world,  th.t  if 

»"rno';e'';sin''r^';;a?..'""'°"'"''  "■"■'  "">» '"-"' "' ' 

•  A  cubit  is  about  twentj-one  English  iochej.  I 

PI  .J".?'''  "'  ,'"■""  "?'»  determine,  thai  the  year  at  the 
Flood  bejtan  aho.it  the  autumnal  equinox.  A,  to  what 
day  of  the  n,onth  the  Flood  he?an,  Hur  Hehrew  a  °d  S."!  I 
Diantaii.  and  perhap,  Josephiis's  own  copy,  more  richtlv 
plared  „on  the  I7lh  day,  instead  of  the  aith  a,  here"! 
for  Josephus  agree,  with  thera  as  to  the  distance  of  l.vi 
tXvm  3'      "  "^^  "  ""  '"'  '"°"""  "'  fin  vii  uit 

»  .losephin  cere  lakes  not.ce.  that  these  ancient  jene 
ciogws  wenr  (i/.i  uA  down  h,  those  that  Iheo  lived,  and  I 


4.  For  indeed  Seth  was  born  when  Adam 
was  in  his  two  hundred  and  thirtieth  year 
who   lived   nine   hundred    and   thirty  years. 
Seth    begat    Enos    in   his   two    hundred  and 
fifth  year;   who,  when  he  had  lived  nine  him- 
dred  and  twelve  years,  delivered  the  govern- 
ment to  Cainan  his  son,  whom  he  hail  in  his 
hundred   and   ninetieth   year:    he  lived   nin 
hundred   and   five   years.      Cainan,   when   le 
had  lived  nine  hundred  and  ten  years,  had  hs 
son  Malaleel,  who  was  born  in  his  hundred 
and  seventieth  year.      This  Malaleel,  having 
lived  eight  hundred  and  niiiety-five  years,  died, 
leaving  his  son  .lared,  «honi  jie  begat  when  he 
was  in  his  hundred  and  sixty-lifth  year.     He 
lived  nine  hundred  and  sixty-two  years;    and 
then  his  son  Enoch  succeeded  him,  « lio  was 
born  when  his  father  was  one  hundred  and 
sixty-two  years  old.      Now  he,  when  he  hud 
lived  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  years,  de- 
parted, and  went  to  tiod;    whence  it  is  that 
they  have  not  nritten  down  his  death.     Now 
Miithusala,  the  son  of  Enoch,  who  was  born  to 
him  when  he  was  one  hundred  and  sixty-five 
years  old,  had  I.ainech  fi)r  his  son  when  he 
was  one  hundred  and  ciglity-seven   years  of 
age;  to  whom  he  delivereil  the  government, 
when    he  had  retained  it  nine  hundred  and 
sixty-nine  years.      Now  Lamecb,  when  he  had 
governed   seven   hundred  and  seventy-seven 
years,  appointed  Noah,  his  son.  to  he  ruler  of 
the  people,  who  was  born  to  I.,ainech  when  he 
was  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  years  old, 
and    rcuiined    the  govermnent  nine  hundred 
and  fifty  years.      These   years   collecteil   to- 
gether  make   up  the  sum   before  set  down; 
but  let  no  one  inquire  into  the  deaths  of  these 
men,  for  they  extended  their  lives  along  to- 
gether with  their  children  and  grandchildren; 
liut  let  him  have  regard  to  their  births  only. 

3.  When  God  g«ve  the  signal,  and  it  began 
to  rain,  the  water  poured  down  forty  entire 
days,  till  it  became  fifteen  cubits  higher  than 
the  earth;  which  was  the  reason  why  there 
was  no  greater  number  preserved,  since  they 
I  had  no  place  to  Hy  to.  When  the  rain  ceased, 
the  water  did  but  just  begin  to  abate,  after 
one  hundred  and  fifty  days  fthat  is,  on  the 
I  seventeenth  day  of  the  seventh  month),  it  then 
ceasing  to  subside  for  a  little  while.  After  this 
the  ark  rested  on  the  top  of  a  certain  moun- 
tain in  Armenia;  which,  when  Noah  under, 
stood,  he  opened  it;  and  seeing  a  small  piece 
of  laud  about  it,  he  continued  quiet,  and  con- 
ceived some  cheerful  hopes  of  deliverance; 
but  a  few  days  afterward,  when  the  water  was 
decreased  to  a  greater  degree,  he  sent  out  a 
raven,  as  desirous  to  learn  whether  any  other 
part  of  the  earth  were  left  dry  by  the  water, 

from  them  were  trammitled  down  to  posterityi  which 
I  suppose  to  be  the  tnie  account  of  thai  matter.  For 
there  is  no  reason  to  imagine  that  men  were  not  taught 
I"  read  and  write  soon  after  thev  were  taught  to  speak  • 
and  piThapj  nil  by  the  Messiah  himself,  who,  under  the 
1-alliBr,  was  the  Creator  or  fiovernur  of  mankind,  and 
who  frequently,  10  those  early  days,  appeared  to  thera. 

c 


34 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS. 


BOOK  1. 


Kni  whether  he  might  go  out  of  the  ark  with 

safety;    but  the  raven,  finding  a^  the  land 

ftill   overflowed,    returned    to    Noah   again. 

And  after  seven  days  he  sent  out  a  dove,  to 

know  the  state  of  tlie  ground;  which  came 

lack  to  him  covered  with  mud,  and  bringing 

an  olive  branch.     Hereby  Noah  learned  that 

the  earth  was  become  clear  of  the  flood.     So 

w  I.  tcr  he  had  staid  seven  more  days,  he  sent 

t  the  living  creatures  outof  the  ark;  and  both  he 

(.  and  his  family  went  out,  when  he  also  sacrificed 

1.  to  God,  and  feasted  with  his  companions. 

_  However,  the   Armenians  call  this  place 

»  (  Ato  Jar;jj/o»')  The  Place  of  Descent;  for  the 
ark  being  saved  in  that  place,  its  remains  are 
shown  there  by  the  inhabitants  to  this  day. 

6.  Now  all  the  writers  of  barbarian  histo- 
ries make  mention  of  this  flood  and  of  this 
ark;  among  whom  is  Berosus  the  Chaldean; 
for  when  be  is  describing  the  circumstances 
J. of  the  flood,  he  goes  on  thus:— "It  is  said 
^  there  is  still  some  part  of  this  ship  in  Arme- 
f -nia,  at  the  mountain  of  the  Cordyseans;   and 
that  some  people  carry  oflT  pieces  of  the  bitu- 
men, which  they  take'  away,  and  use  chiefly 
as   amulets   for  the  averting  of  mischiefs." 
Hieronvmus  the  Egyptian,  also,  who  wrote 
the     Phoenician    Antiquities,    and     Mnaseas, 
and  a  great  many  more,  mabe  mention  of  the 
same.     Nay,  Nicolaus  of  Damascus,  in  his 
rinety-sixth  book,  bath  a  particular  relation 
about  them,  where  he  speaks  thus: — "  There 
is  a  great  mountain  in  Armenia,  over  Minyas, 
called  Baris,  upon  which  it  is  reported  that 
many  who  fled  at  the  time  of  the  Deluge  were 
saved ;  and  that  one  who  was  carried  in  an 
ark  came  on  shore  upon  the  top  of  it ;    and 
that  the  remains  of  the  timber  were  a  great 
while  preserved.     This  might  be   the   man 
aliout  whom  Moses,  the  legislatorof  the  Jews, 
wrote." 

7.  Botas  for  Noah,  he  was  afraid,  since 
God  had  determined  to  destroy  mankind,  lest 
he  should  drown  the  earth  every  year;  so  he 
oflTcred  burnt-offerinirs.  and  besought  God 
that  nature  might  hereafter  go  on  in  its  for- 
mer ordcrlv  course,  and  that  be  would  not 
bring  on  so  great  a  judgment  any  more,  by 
which  the  whole  race  of  creatures  might  be 
in  danger  of  destruction;  but  that,  having 
now  punished  the  wicked,  he  would  of  his 


•  Tliis  .As^oJinTii".  or  P'""  "/  Dtscml,  u  the  pro- 
ppr  n-nrtering  of  the  Annrni;m  name  of  this  very  city. 
II  is  called  in  Plultray  Naiuana,  and  hy  Mows  Clioren- 
tnsis,  the  Armenian  hislorian.  Idshetian;  but  at  Ibe 
place  itself.  A'of  AiWjAeufln.  wbich  signifies  The  first 
plart  of  drsctnl ;  and  is  a  laslin;  monument  of  the  pre- 
servation of  Noah  in  the  arW,  upon  the  top  of  that 
mcuntain.  at  whose  foot  it  was  built,  as  the  first  city  or 
town  after  the  Flood.  See  Aniiq.  b.  ii.  ch.  iu  seel.  3: 
and  Itloses  Chorenensis,  who  also  says  elsewhere,  that 
anolber  town  was  related  by  tr:<dmon  10  ha«e  been 
called  Seron.  or  The  Place  o/  Ihsperswn,  on  account 
Of  the  dispersion  of  Xisulhnis's  or  Noah's  sons,  from 
thence  6rst  made.  Whether  any  remains  of  this  art  be 
still  piTsened,  as  the  people  of  the  country  suppose.  I 
cannot  certainly  tell.  >Ions.  Tonraefort  h.>d,  not  very 
lonK  since,  a  mind  to  see  the  place  himself,  but  met  with 
too^reat  dangers  and  difficulties  to  venture  Ihrougb  them 


goodness  spare  the  remainder,  and  such  as  he 
had  hitherto  judged  fit  to  be  delivered  from 
so  severe  a  calamity ;  for  that  otherwise  these 
last  must  be  more  miserable  than  the  first, 
and  that  thev  must  be  condemned  to  a  worse 
condition  than  the  others,  unless  they  be  suf- 
fered to  escape  entirely;  that  is,  if  they  be 
reserved  for  another  deluge,  while  they  must 
be  afflicted  with  the  terror  and  sight  of  the 
tirst  deluge,  and  must  also  be  destroyed  by  a 
second.  He  also  entreated  God  to  accept  of 
bis  sacrifice,  and  to  grant  that  the  earth  might 
never  again  undergo  the  like  effects  of  his 
«Tath :  that  men  might  be  permitted  to  go  on 
cheerfully  in  cultivating  the  same — to  build 
cities,  and  live  happily  in  them ;  and  that 
thev  might  not  be  deprived  of  any  of  those 
good  things  which  they  enjoyed  before  the 
Flood;  but  might  attain  to  the  like  length  of 
days  and  old  age  which  the  ancient  people 
hail  arrived  at  before. 

8.  When  Noah  had  made  these  supplica- 
tions, God,  who  loved  the  man  for  his  righte- 
ousness, granted  entire  success  to  his  prayers ; 
and  said,  that  it  was  not  he  who  brought  the 
destruction  on  a  polluted  world,  but  that  they 
underwent  that  vengeance  on  account  of  their 
own  wickedness;  and  that  he  had  not  brought 
men  into  the  worhi  if  he  had  himself  deter- 
mined to  destroy  them,  it  being  an  instance 
of  greater  msdoin  not  to  have  granted  them 
life  at  all,  than,  after  it  was  gnmted,  to  pro- 
cure their  destruction  ;  "  but  the  injuries," 
said  he,  "  they  otfered  to  my  holiness  and  vir- 
tue, forced  me  to  bring  this  punishment  upon 
them  ;  but  I  will  leave  off  for  the  time  to 
come  to  require  such  punishments,  the  effects 
of  so  great  wrath,  for  their  future  wicked  ac- 
tions, and  especially  on  account  of  thy  pray- 
ers ;  but  if  I  shall  at  any  time  send  tempests 
of  rain  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  be  not 
alfrighted  at  the  largeness  of  the  showers,  for 
the  waters  shall  no  more  overspread  the  earth. 
However,  I  require  you  to  abstain  from  shed, 
ding  the  blood  of  men,  and  to  keep  yourselves 
pure  from  murder;  and  to  punish  those  that 
commit  any  such  thing.  I  permit  you  to 
make  use  of  all  the  other  living  creatures  at 
your  pleasure,  and  as  your  appetites  lead  you; 
for  I  have  made  you  lords  of  them  all,  both 
of  those  that  walk  on  the  land,  and  those  that 
swim  in  the  waters,  and  of  those  that  fly  in 
the  regions  of  the  air  on  high  —  excepting 
their  blood,  for  therein  is  the  life  :  but  I  will 
give  you  a  sign  that  I  have  left  off  my  anger, 
by  mv  bow"  [whereby  is  meant  the  rainbow, 
for  they  determined  that  the  rainbow  was  the 
bow  of  God] ;  and  when  God  had  said  and 
promised  thus,  he  went  away. 

9.  Now  when  Noah  had  lived  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years  after  the  Flood,  and  that 
all  that  time  happily,  he  died,  having  lived 
the  number  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty  years: 
but  let  no  one,  upon  comparing  the  lives  of 
the  ancients  with  our  lives,  and  with  the  few 
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years  whii-ii  we  now  live,  think  that  what  we  I 
have  said  of  them  is  false;  or  make  the 
shortness  of  our  lives  at  present  an  argu- 
ment that  neither  did  they  attain  to  so  long 
a  duration  of  life;  for  those  ancients  were 
beloved  of  God,  and  [lately]  n>adc  by  God 
himself;  and  because  their  food  was  then 
titter  for  the  prolongation  of  life,  might  well 
live  so  great  a  number  of  years;  and  besides, 
God  atlorded  them  a  longer  time  of  life  on 
<'t<-i:ount  of  their  virtue,  and  the  good  use  they 
made  of  it  in  ajitronouiieal  and  geometrical 
discoveries,  which  would  not  have  afforded 
the  time  of  foretelling  [the  periods  of  the 
stars]  tinless  they  had  livetl  six  hundred  years; 
for  the  Great  Year  is  completed  in  that  inter- 
val. Now  I  have  for  witness  to  what  I 
have  said,  all  those  that  have  written  Antiqui- 
ties, both  among  the  Greeks  and  birbariuns; 
fur  even  Manetho,  who  wrote  the  Kgyptian 
History,  and  Kerosus,  who  collected  the  Clial- 
dean  Monuments,  and  Mochus,  and  Iles- 
ti^tis,  and  besides  these,  Hieronymus  the 
Egyptian,  and  those  who  composed  the  Plicc- 
niciun  History,  agree  to  what  1  hero  say: 
llesiod  also,  and  Hecataius,  Hellanicus,  anil 
Aciisilaus;  and  besides  these,  Ephorus  and 
Nicolatis  relate  that  the  ancients  lived  a  thou- 
sand years:  but  as  to  these  matters,  let  every  I 
sue  look  upon  theoi  as  he  thinks  lit. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

CONCERNISa  THE   TOWER   OF    BABYLON,   AND 
THE  CO.MUSION  Of  TONOLE8. 

§  1.  Now  the  sons  of  Noah  were  three, — 
Shcm,  Japhet,  and  llam,  born  one  hundred 
years  before  the  Deluge.  These  lirst  of  all 
descended  from  the  mountains  into  the  plains, 
and  fixed  their  habitation  there;  and  persuad- 
ed others,  who  were  greatly  afraid  of  the  lower 
grounds  on  account  of  the  tlood,  and  so  were 
very  lolli  to  come  down  from  the  higher  places, 
to  venture  to  follow  their  examples.  Now  the 
plain  in  which  they  first  dwelt  was  called  Shi- 
nar.  God  also  commanded  them  to  send  co- 
lonies abroad,  for  the  thorough  peO()ling  of  the 
earth,' — that  they  might  not  raise  seditions 
among  themselves,  but  might  cultivate  a  great 
part  of  the  earth,  and  enjoy  its  fruits  after  a 
plentiful  manner:  but  they  were  so  ill  in- 
structed, that  they  did  not  obey  God;  for 
which  reason  they  fell  into  calamities,  and 
ivere  made  sensible,  by  experience,  of  what 
sin  they  had  been  guilty;  for  when  they  flour- 
ished with  a  numerous  youth,  God  adrrioivish- 
ed  them  again  to  send  out  colonies;  but  thev, 
imagining  the  prosperity  they  enjoyed  was  not 
derived  from  the  favour  of  God,  but  suppos- 
ing that  their  own  power  was  the  proper  cause 
of  the  plentiful   condition   they  were  in,  did 


not  obey  him.  Nay,  they  added  to  this  their 
disobedience  to  the  divine  will,  the  suspicion 
that  they  were  therefore  ordered  to  send  out 
separate  colonies,  that,  being  divided  asunder, 
they  might  the  more  easily  be  oppressed. 

2.  Now  it  was  Nirorod  who  excited  tbeni 
to  such  an  affront  and  contempt  of  God.  He 
was  the  grandson  of  Ham,  the  son  of  Noah 
—  a  bold  man,  and  of  great  strength  of  hand 
He  persuaded  them  not  to  ascribe  it  to  God 
as  if  it  was  through  his  means  they  were 
happy,  but  to  believe  that  it  was  their  own 
courage  which  procured  that  happiness.  He 
also  gradually  changed  the  government  into 
tyranny, — seeing  no  other  way  of  turning  men 
from  I  lie  f^ar  of  (ioil.  but  to  bring  them  into 
a  constant  dependence  upon  his  power.  He 
also  said  he  would  be  revenged  on  God,  if  he 
should  have  a  mind  to  drown  the  world  again: 
for  that  he  would  build  a  tower  too  high  for 
the  waters  to  be  able  to  reach  !  and  that  he 
would  avenge  himself  on  God  for  destroying 
their  forefathers  I 

S.  Now  the  multitude  were  very  ready  to  fol- 
low the  determination  of  Nimroil, and  to  esteem 
it  a  piece  of  cowardice  to  submit  to  Godj  and 
they  built  a  tower,  neither  sparing  any  pains, 
nor  being  in  any  degree  negligent  about  the 
work;  and  by  reason  of  the  multitude  of 
hands  employed  in  it,  it  grew  very  high, 
sooner  than  any  one  could  expect;  but  the 
thickness  of  it  was  so  great,  and  it  was  so 
strongly  built,  that  thereby  its  great  height 
seemed,  upon  the  view,  to  be  less  than  it  real- 
ly was.  It  was  built  of  burnt  brick,  cement- 
ed together  \\'n\i  mortar,  made  of  bitumen, 
that  it  might  not  be  liable  to  admit  water. 
When  tiod  saw  that  they  acted  so  mailly,  he 
did  not  rc-olve  to  destroy  them  utterly,  sinco 
they  were  not  grown  wiser  by  the  destruction 
of  the  former  sinners;  but  he  caused  a  tu- 
mult among  them,  by  producing  in  them  di- 
vers languages;  and  causing  that,  through  the 
multitude  of  those  languages,  they  should  not 
be  able  to  understand  one  another.  The  place 
wherein  they  built  the  tower  is  now  called 
liahi/lun ;  because  cf  the  confusion  of  that 
langti.ige  which  they  readily  understood  be- 
fore; for  the  Hebrews  mean  by  the  word  Sa- 
Oel,  ConfusioiL  The  Sibj  1  also  makes  mention 
of  this  tower,  and  of  the  confusion  of  the 
language,  when  she  says  thus: —  "  When  all 
men  were  of  one  language,  some  of  them  built 
a  high  tower,  as  if  they  would  thereby  ascend 
up  to  heaven  ;  but  the  gods  sent  storms  of 
wind  and  overthrew  the  lower,  and  gave  every 
one  his  peculiar  language;  and  for  this  reason 
it  was  that  the  city  was  called  Babylon."  But 
as  to  the  plain  of  Shinar,  in  the  country  of 
Babylonia,  Hesti;eus  mentions  it,  when  he 
says  thus: — "  Such  of  the  priests  as  were  sav- 
ed, took  the  sacred  vessels  of  Jupiter  Enya- 
lius,  and  came  to  Shinar  of  Babylonia." 
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CHAPTER  V. 

ArTER  WHAT  MANNER  THE  POSTERITY  OT 
NOAH  SENT  OUT  COLONIES,  AND  INHA- 
BITED THE  WHOLE  EARTH. 

After  this  they  were  dispersed  abroad,  on 
aiTount  of  their  lanpiages,  and  went  out  by 
colonies  every  where;  and  each  colony  took 
possession  of  that  land  which  they  light  upon, 
and  unto  which  God  led  them;  so  that  the 
whole  continent  was  filled  with  them,  both 
the  inland  and  maritime  countries.  There 
were  some  also  who  passed  over  the  sea  in 
«hips,  and  inhabited  the  islands:  and  some  of 
those  nations  do  still  retain  the  denominations 
which  were  given  them  by  their  first  founders ; 
but  some  have  lost  them  also;  and  some  have 
only  admitted  certain  changes  in  them,  that 
they  might  be  the  more  intelligible  to  the  in* 
habitants;  and  they  were  the  (irecks  who  lie- 
eamc  the  authors  of  such  mutations ;  for  when, 
in  after-ages,  they  grew  potent,  they  claimed 
to  themselves  the  glory  of  antiquity, — giving 
names  to  the  nations  that  sounded  well  (in 
Greek)  that  they  might  be  Iwtter  understood 
among  themselves;  and  setting  agreeable 
forms  of  government  over  then,  as  if  they 
were  a  people  derived  from  themselves. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

HOW  EVERY  NATION  WAS  DENOMINATED  FRoW^ 
THEIR  FIRST  INHABITANTS. 

§  1.  Now  they  were  the  grand-children  of 
Noah,  in  honour  of  whom  names  were  im- 
posed on  the  nations  by  those  that  first  seized 
upon  them.  Japhet,  the  son  of  Noah,  had 
seven  sons:  they  inhabited  so,  that,  beginning 
at  the  mountains  Taurus  and  Amanus,  they 
proceeded  along  Asia,  as  far  as  the  river  Ta- 
nais,  and  along  Europe  to  Cadiz;  and  settling 
themselves  on  the  lands  which  they  light  upon, 
\\  hich  none  had  inhabited  before,  they  called 
the  nations  by  their  own  names;  for  Gomer 
founded  those  whom  the  Greeks  now  call  Ga- 
la! ians  [Galls],  but  were  then  c.'jUed  Gonier- 
ites.  Magog  founded  those  that  from  him 
were  named  Magogites,  but  who  are  by  the 
Greeks  called  Scythians.  Now  as  to  javan 
and  Madai,  the  sons  of  Japhet:  from  Madai 
came  the  Madeans,  who  are  called  Medes  by 
the  Greeks;  but  from  Javan,  Ionia  und  all 
tbe  Grecians  are  derived.  Thobel  founded 
the  Thobelites,  who  are  now  called  Ibcres; 
and  the  Mosocfaeni  were  founded  ify  Mosoch ; 
now  they  are  Cap[)adociaiib.  There  is  also  a 
mark  of  tlieir  ancient  denomination  still  to  be 
shown;  for  there  is  even  now  auiimg  them  a 
dty  called  Mazaca,  which  may  inform  ibose 


that  are  able  to  understand,  that  so  was  the 
entire  nation  once  called.  Thiras  alw)  called 
those  whom  he  ruled  over  Tnirasians;  but 
the  Greeks  changed  the  name  into  Thracians. 
And  scTmany  were  the  countries  that  had  the 
children  of  Japhet  for  their  inhabitants.  Of 
the  three  sons  of  Gomer,  Aschanax  founded 
the  Aschanaxians,  who  are  now  called  by  the 
Greeks  Rheginians.  So  did  Riphath  found 
the  Ripheans,  now  called  Paphlagonians ;  and 
Thrugramma  the  Thrugrammeans,  who,  as 
the  Greeks  resolved,  were  named  Phrygians. 
Of  the  three  sons  of  Javan  also,  the  son  of 
Japhet,  Elisa  gave  name  to  the  Eliseans,  who 
were  his  subjects;  they  are  now  the  jEoli;ui«. 
Tharsus  to  the  Tharsians ;  for  so  was  Cilicia 
of  old  called ;  the  sign  of  which  is  this,  that 
the  noblest  city  they  have,  and  a  metropolis 
also,  is  Tarsus,  the  tau  being  by  i  hange  put 
for  the  theta.  Cethimus  possessed  the  island 
Cethima;  it  is  now  called  Cyprus:  and  from 
that  it  is  that  all  islands,  and  the  greatest  part 
of  the  sea-coasts,  are  named  Cethim  by  the 
Hebrews:  and  one  city  there  is  in  Cyprus 
that  has  been  able  to  preserve  its  denomina- 
tion; it  is  called  Citius  by  those  who  use  the 
language  of  the  Greeks,  and  has  not,  by  the 
use  of  that  dialect,  escaped  the  name  of  Ce- 
thim. And  so  many  nations  have  the  children 
and  grand-children  of  Japhet  possessed.  Now 
when  I  have  premised  somewhat,  which  per- 
haps the  Greeks  do  not  know,  I  will  return 
and  explain  what  I  have  omitted;  for  such 
names  are  pronounced  here  after  the  manner 
of  the  Greeks,  to  please  my  readers;  for  our 
own  country  language  does  not  so  pronounce 
them:  but  the  names  in  all  cases  are  of  one 
and  the  same  ending;  for  the  name  wc  here 
pronounce  Noeas  is  there  Noah,  and  in  e>*ery 
case  retains  the  same  termination. 

2.  The  children  of  Ham  possessed  the  land 
from  Syria  and  Amanus,  and  the  mountains 
of  Libanus,  seizing  upon  all  that  was  on  its 
sea-coasts  and  as  far  as  the  ocean,  and  keep, 
ing  it  as  their  own.  Some  indeed  of  its  names 
are  utterly  vanished  away;  others  of  them 
being  changed,  and  another  sound  given  them, 
are  hardly  to  be  discovered ;  yet  a  few  there 
are  which  have  kept  thci  r  denominations  entire : 
for  of  the  four  sons  of  Ham,  time  has  not  at 
all  hurt  the  name  of  Chus;  for  the  Ethiopians, 
over  whom  he  reigned,  are  even  at  this  day, 
both  by  themselves  and  by  all  men  in  Asia, 
called  Chusites.  The  memory  also  of  the 
Mesraitcb  is  preserved  in  their  name:  for  all 
wc  who  inhabit  this  country  [of  Judea]  call 
Egypt  Mestre.  and  the  Egyptians  Mestreans. 
Phut  also  was  the  founder  of  Libya,  and 
called  the  inhabitants  Phntites,  from  himself: 
there  is  also  a  river  in  the  country  of  the 
Moors  which  bears  that  name;  whence  it  is 
that  we  may  see  the  greatest  part  of  the  Gre- 
cian historiographers  mention  that  river  and 
the  adjoining  country  by  tbe  appellation  of 
Phut:   but  the  name  it  has  now  haj}  been  by 
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chaii?c  triven  it  from  one  of  the  sons  of  Mes- 
raiin,  whu  was  called  Lybyos.  We  will  in- 
form you  i)resently  wbat  has  been  the  occaision 
why  il  hAs  been  called  Atrum  also.  Canaan, 
the  foiirth  son  of  Ham,  mh  ihitfrt  the  country 
now  called  Judea,  and  ciik-d  it  from  his  own 
name  Canaan.  The  Ctiildrcii  of  these  [four] 
were  these:  Sabas,  who  founded  the  ^ilabeans; 
Kvila,-*,  who  founded  t;ie  Evilcans,  who  are 
called  Getuli;  Sahatbe>  founded  the  Sabath- 
ena;  they  are  now  called  by  the  Greeks,  Asta- 
borans;  Sabactas  settled  the  Suburtcns;  and 
Kufjinus  the  Hai^ineans;  ami  he  had  two  sons, 
the  oue  of  whom,  Judada^,  settled  the  Juda- 
d'fans,  a  nation  of  the  western  Ethiopians, 
and  left  them  bis  name;  as  did  Sabas  to  the 
Habearii.  IJut  Nimrod,  the  son  of  t'hus,  staid 
and  tyiannizcd  at  Babylon,  as  we  have  already 
informed  you.  Now  all  the  children  of  Mes- 
raiin,  being  eight  in  nmnlper,  possessed  the 
country  from  G.iza  to  Ktrypt,  though  it  re- 
tained the  name  of  one  only,  the  Philislim; 
for  the  Greeks  call  part  of  that  country  Pa- 
lestine. As  for  the  rest,  Liidieim,  and  Ene- 
luim,  and  Labim,  who  alone  inhointed  in  Li- 
bya, and  called  the  country  from  himself, 
Nedim,  and  Phethrosiin,  and  Chesloim,  and 
Cephthoriin,  we  kno\v  nothing  of  them  be- 
sides their  names;  for  the  Ethiopic  war,* 
which  we  shall  describe  hereafter,  was  the 
cause  that  those  cities  were  overthrown.  The 
sons  of  Caiiaan  were  the>e:  Sidonius,  who 
also  built  a  city  of  the  same  name;  it  is  called 
by  the  Greeks,  Sidon;  Ainathus  inhabited  in 
Amatbine,  which  is  even  now  called  Amuthe 
by  the  inhabitants,  although  the  Macedonians 
named  it  Eptphania,  irum  one  of  his  poste- 
rity: Arudeus  posst's-*ed  the  island  Aradus; 
Aru.-as  postiessed  Arce,  which  is  in  Labanus; 
— but  for  the  seven  others,  [Eueus],  Chctteus, 
Jebuseus,  Amorreus,  Gergesus,  Eudeus,  Sin- 
cus,  Sainareus,  we  ha^e  nothing  in  the  sacred 
books  but  their  nuni^>,  fur  the  Hebrews  over- 
threw their  cities;  and  their  calamities  came 
upon  theiw  on  the  occasion  following: — 

3.  Nouh,  when,  after  the  Deluge,  the  earth 
^vas  re-settled  in  its  former  condition,  set 
about  its  cultivation;  and  when  he  had  plant- 
ed it  with  vines,  and  when  the  fruit  was  ripe, 
and  he  had  gathered  the  grapes  in  their  sea- 
son, and  the  wine  wa*  ready  for  use,  he  of- 
fered sacritice,  and  feasted,  and,  being  drunk, 
be  fell  asleep,  and  lay  naked  in  an  unseemly 
manner.  When  his  youngest  son  saw  this, 
h3  came  laughing,  and  showed  him  to  his  bre- 
thren; but  the>  covered  their  father's  naked- 
ness.     And  when  Noah  was  made  sensible  of 

•  Oiw  observation  ought  not  here  to  be  neglected, 
with  regard  to  ttiat  Ettiiu^jc  war.  which  Mosps,  as  ge- 
neral of  the  I'cyp'ians,  put  an  end  lo,  Aoliq  b.  ii.  cbap. 
X..  «nc)  al>out  which  uur  late  writers  seroi  very  much 
unconcerned,  viz.  Ihit  it  \vi9  a  war  ol  that  cnoscquence. 
as  li*  occasion  tlie  removal  or  df  struclion  -A  six  or  seven 
Dati'-tns  of  the  [losteniy  of  Miti:raim.  with  their  cities: 
which  Jostp^us  would  nut  liave  suid,  il  he  had  tiot  bud 
uQCiect  jecvrds  to  ju-ttify  tbuse  his  assertiuoi.  tbotu:h 
ttaoM  recorda  be  bow  all  lost. 


what  had  been  done,  he  prayed  for  prosperity 
to  his  other  sons;  but  for  Ham,  he  did  not 
curse  him,  by  reason  of  his  nearness  in  blood, 
but  cursed  his  posterity.  And  when  the  rest 
of  them  escaped  that  curse,  God  inflicted  it 
on  the  children  of  Canaan.  But  as  to  these 
matters,  we  shall  speak  more  hereafter. 

4.  Shem.  the  third  son  of  Noah,  had  five 
sons,  who  inliahited  the  land  that  began  at 
Euphrates,  and  reached  to  the  Indian  ocean; 
for  Elam  left  behind  him  the  Elamites,  the 
ancestors  of  the  Persians.  Ashur  lived  ot 
the  city  Nineve;  and  named  his  subjects  As- 
syrians, who  became  the  most  fortunate  na- 
tion, beyond  others.  Arphaxnd  named  the 
Arpha.xadites,  who  are  now  called  Chaldeans. 
Aram  had  the  Aramites,  which  the  Greek* 
call  Syrians;  as  Laud  founded  the  Laudites, 
which  are  now  called  Lydians.  Of  the  four 
sons  of  Ararn,  Uz  founded  Trachonitis  and 
Damascus,  this  country  hes  between  Pales- 
line  and  Celesyriii;  l;l  founded  Armenia: 
and  Gather  the  Bactrians;  and  Mesa  the 
Mesaneatis;  it  is  now  called  Charax  Spasini. 
Sala  w^s  the  son  of  Arpbuxad;  and  his  son 
was  Heber,  from  whom  they  originally  called 
the  Jews  Hebrews. t  Heber  begat  Joctan  and 
Pbaleg:  he  was  ciilled  Phaleg,  because  he 
was  born  at  the  dispersion  of  the  nations  to 
their  several  countries;  for  Phaleg,  araong 
the  Hebrews,  signifies  tlirision.  Now  Joctan, 
one  of  the  sons  of  Heber,  had  these  sons, 
Elmodad,  Saleph,  Asermoth,  Jcra,  Adoram, 
Aizel.  Deela,  Ebal,  Abimael,  Sabeus,  Ophir, 
Euilat,  and  Jobab.  These  inhabited  from 
Cophen,  an  Indian  river,  and  in  part  of  Asia 
udjoi[iing  to  it.  And  this  shall  sullicc  cun- 
ceraiiig  the  sons  of  Shorn. 

5.  I  will  now  treat  of  the  Hebrews.  The 
son  of  Phaleg.  whose  father  was  Heber,  was 
Ragau;  whose  son  was  Serug,  to  whom  was 
born  Nahor;  his  son  was  Terah,  who  was  the 
father  of  Abrain,  who  accordingly  ^vas  the 
tenth  from  Noah,  and  was  born  in  the  two 
hundred  and  ninety-second  year  after  the 
Deluge;  for  Terah  begat  Abram  in  his  se- 
ventieth year.  Nahor  begat  Haran  when  he 
was  one  hundred  and  twenty  years  old;  Na- 
hor was  born  to  Serug  in  bis  hundred  nnd 
thirty-second  year;  Ragitu  hud  Serug  at  one 
hundred  and  thirty;  at  the  same  age  also  Pha- 
leg had  liagMU;  Heber  begat  Phaleg  in  his 
hundred  and  thirty-fourth  year;  he  himself 
being  begotten  by  Sala  when  he  was  an  iiun- 
dred   and  thirty  years  old,  whom  Arphaxad 

■f-  That  the  Jews  were  called  Hebrews,  from  this  their 
protjeiulor  Heber.  our  author  Josephtis  Jiere  rit;lit1y  af- 
ririus;  and  not  front  Abram  the  Ilebrew,  or  p<issenger 
over  r.uphrates.  as  many  oi  the  modems  suppose.  ?ibein 
is  aUo  called  tbe  father  of  all  the  children  of  Heber,  or 
of  all  the  llehrfws.  in  a  liistory  loni;  before  Abiam  passed 
over  Kiiphrates  (Gen.  x.  21).  though  it  must  be  confessed 
that  (<ieri.  xiv  13).  where  the  original  says  they  tald 
Abr'im  tHr  Hrbrtn;  the  .Septuaj;int  renders  it  the  fiasaen- 
>jt'.  Ti  ar>e  Hut  this  is  spoken  only  of  Ahram  biruself, 
Willi  ti.id  heeit  late  >  passed  over  Euphrates:  and  is  ano- 
ih'-r  M^iulicitiuu  of  the  Hebrew  word,  taken  as  an  Ap- 
pellative, and  Dot  23  a  proper  a&ine. 
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had  for  bis  son  in  the  hundred  and  thirty- 
hfth  year  of  his  age.     Arphaxad  was  the  son 
of   Shem,   and  born  twelve   years   after  the 
Deluge.      Now    Abram   had   two   brethren, 
Nahor  and  Haran:  of  these  Haran  left  a  son, 
Lot;  as  also  Sarai  and  Milcha  his  daughters, 
and  died  among  the  Chaldeans,  in  a  city  of 
the  Chaldeans,  called  Ir;  and  his  monument 
is  shown  to  this  day.      These  married  their 
nieces,      Nahor   married   Milcha,  and   Abram 
iiiarried  Sarai.      Now  Terab  hating  Chaldea, 
on  account  of  his  mourning  for  Haran,  they 
all  removed  to  Haran  of  Mesopotamia,  where 
Terah  died,  and  was  buried,  when  he  had  lived 
to  be  two  hundred  and  five   years  old;  for 
the  life  of  man  was  already,  by  degrees,  di- 
minished, and  became  shorter  than  before,  till 
the  birth  of  Moses ;  after  whom  the  term  of 
human  life  was  one  hundred  and  twenty  years, 
God  determining  it  to  the  length  that  Moses 
happened  to  live.    Now  Nahor  had  eight  sons 
by   Milcha;  L'z  and  Buz,   Kemuel,  Chesed, 
Aiau,  Pheldas,  Jadelph,  and  liethuel.   These 
were  all  the  genuine  sons  of  Nahor;  for  Teba 
and   Gaam,   and    Tachas,   and    Maaca,    were 
born  of  Rcuma  his  concubine ;  but  Bethuel 
had  a  daughter,  Rebecca, — and  a  son,  Laban. 


CHAPTER  VIL 

HOW  ABRAM  OCR  FOREFATHER  WENT  OUT  OF 
THE  LA.ND  OF  THE  CHALDEANS,  AND  LIVED 
IN  THE  LAND  THEN  CALLED  CANAAN,  BUT 
NOW  JUD£A> 


plain,  that  so  far  as  they  co-operate  to  our 
odvantage,  they  do  it  not  of  their  own  abili- 
ties, but  as  they  are  subservient  to  Him  that 
commands  them;  to  whom  alone  we  ought 
justly  to  offer  our  honour  and  thanksgiving." 
For  which  doctrines,  when  the  Chaldeans  and 
other  people  of  Mesopotamia  raised  a  tumult 
against  him,  he  thought  fit  to  leave  that 
country;  and  at  the  command,  and  by  the 
assistance  of  God,  he  came  and  lived  in  the 
land  of  Canaan.  And  when  he  was  there 
settled,  he  built  an  altar,  and  performed  a 
sacrifice  to  God. 

2.  Berosus  mentions  our  father  Abram 
without  naming  him,  when  he  says  thus:  — 
"  In  the  tenth  generation  after  the  Flood, 
there  was  among  the  Chaldeans  a  man  righte- 
ous and  great,  and  skilful  in  the  celestial  sci- 
ence." But  Hecataeus  does  more  than  barely 
mention  him;  for  be  composed  and  left  be- 
hind him  a  book  concerning  him.  And  Ni- 
colaus  of  Damascus,  in  the  fourth  book  of 
his  history,  savs  thus: — "Abram  reigned  at 
Damascus,  being  a  foreigner,  who  came  with 
an  armv  out  of  the  land  above  Babylon, 
called  the  land  of  the  Chaldeans.  But  after  a 
long  time  be  got  him  up,  and  removed  from 
that  country  also  with  his  people,  and  went 
into  the  land  then  called  the  land  of  Canaan, 
but  now  the  land  of  Judea,  and  this  when 
his  posterity  were  become  a  multitude  ;  as  to 
which  posterity  of  his,  we  relate  their  history 
in  another  work.  Now  the  name  of  Abram 
is  even  still  famous  in  the  country  of  Da- 
mascus; and  there  is  shown  a  village  named 
from  him,  The  Habitation  oj  Abram." 


§  1.  Now  Abram  having  no  son  of  his  own, 
adopted  Lot,  his  brother  Haran's  son,  and  his 
wife  Sarai's  brother  ;  and  he  left  the  land  of 
Chaldea  when  he  was  seventy-five  years  old, 
and  at  the  command  of  God  went  into  Ca- 
naan, and  therein  he  dwelt  himself,  and  left 
it  to  his  posterity.  He  was  a  person  of  great 
sagacity,  both  for  understanding  all  things 
and  persuading  his  hearers,  and  not  mistaken 
in  his  opinions:  for  which  reason  he  began  to 
have  higher  notions  of  virtue  than  others  had, 
and  he  determined  to  renew  and  to  change 
the  opinion  all  men  happened  then  to  have 
concerning  God;  for  he  was  the  first  that 
ventured  to  publish  this  notion.  That  there 
was  but  one  God,  the  Creator  of  the  universe; 
and  that,  as  to  other  [gods],  if  they  contri- 
buted any  thing  to  the  happiness  of  men,  that 
each  of  them  afforded  it  only  according  to  his 
appointment,  and  not  by  their  own  power. 
This  his  opinion  was  derived  from  the  irrcgu- 
lar  phenomena  that  were  visible  both  at  land 
and  sea,  as  well  as  those  that  happen  to  the 
sun  and    moon,  and  all   the  heavenly  bodies, 

thus: •'  If  [said  he]  these  bodies  had  power 

of  their  own,  they  would  certainly  take  cnre 
of  ihcirown  regular  motions;  but  since  they 
do  not  preserve  such  regularitj ,.  t hej  "'."Hf  % 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

THAT  WHEN  THERE  WAS  A  FAMINE  IN  CANAAN 
ABRAU  WENT  THENCE  INTO  EGYPT;  AND 
AFTER  HE  HAD  CONTINUED  THERE  A 
WHILE,  BE  RETURNED  BACK  AGAIN. 

§  1.  Now,  after  this,  when  a  famine  had  in- 
vaded the  land  of  Canaan,  and  Abram  had 
discovered  that  the  Egyptians  were  in  a  flour- 
ishing condition,  be  was  disposed  to  go  down 
to  them,  both  to  partake  of  the  plenty  they 
enjoyed,  and  to  become  an  auditor  of  their 
priests,  and  to  know  what  they  said  concern- 
ing the  gods ;  designing  either  to  follow  them, 
if  they  had  better  notions  than  he,  or  to  con- 
vert them  into  a  better  way,  if  his  own  notions 
proved  the  truest.  Now,  seeing  he  was  to  take 
Sarai  with  him,  and  was  afraid  of  the  madness 
of  the  Egyptians  with  regard  to  women,  lost 
the  king  should  kill  him  on  account  of  his 
wife's  great  beauty,  he  contrived  this  device. 
he  pretended  to  be  her  brother,  and  di- 
rected her  in  a  dissen.bling  way  to  pretend  the 
same,  for  he  said  it  would  bi'  for  their  benefit. 
Now.  as  soon  as  he  cauic  into  Egypt,  it  hap- 
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pened  to  Abram  as  he  lupposed  it  would ;  for 
the  faine  of  his  wife's  beauty  was  greatly  talked 
of,  for  which  reason  Pharaoh  the  king  of 
Et-ypt  would  not  be  satisfied  with  what  was 
reported  of  her,  but  would  needs  see  her  hira- 
SL'lf,  and  was  preparing  to  enjoy  her;  but  God 
put  a  stop  to  his  unj  ust  inclinations,  by  send- 
ing upon  him  a  distemper,  and  a  sedition 
o^'ainst  his  government.  And  when  he  in- 
quired of  the  priests,  how  he  might  be  freed 
from  these  calamities,  they  told  him  that  this 
his  miserable  condition  was  derived  from  the 
wrath  of  God,  upon  account  of  his  inclina- 
tions  to  abuse  the  stranger's  wife.  He  then 
out  of  fear  asked  Sarai  who  she  was,  and  who 
it  was  that  she  brought  along  with  her.  And 
when  he  had  found  out  the  truth,  he  excused 
himself  to  Abram,  that  supposing  the  woman 
to  be  his  sister,  and  not  his  wife,  he  set  his 
alfections  on  her,  as  desiring  an  affinity  with 
him  by  marrying  her,  but  not  as  incited  by 
lust  to  abuse  her.  He  also  made  him  a  large 
present  in  money,  and  gave  him  leave  to  enter 
into  conversation  with  the  most  learned  among 
the  Egyptians;  from  which  conversation,  his 
virtue  and  his  reputation  became  more  con- 
Bpicuous  than  they  had  been  before. 

2.  For  whereas  the  Egyptians  were  formerly 
addicted  to  different  customs,  and  despised 
one  another's  sacred  and  accustomed  rites,  and 
were  very  angry  one  with  another  on  that  ac- 
count, Abram  conferred  with  each  of  them, 
and,  confuting  the  reasonings  they  made  use 
of,  every  one  for  their  own  practices,  demon- 
strated that  such  reasonings  were  v^n  and 
»oid  of  truth;  whereupon  he  was  admired  by 
them  in  those  conferences  as  a  very  wise  man, 
and  one  of  great  sagacity,  when  he  discoursed 
on  any  subject  he  undertook ;  and  this  not  only 
in  understanding  it,  but  in  persuading  other 
men  also  to  assent  to  him.  He  communicated 
to  them  arithmetic,  and  delivered  to  them 
the  science  of  astronomy;  for,  before  Abram 
came  into  Egypt,  they  were  unacquainted  with 
those  parts  of  learning;  for  that  science  came 
from  the  Chaldeans  into  Egypt,  and  from 
thence  to  the  Greeks  also. 

3.  As  soon  as  Abram  was  come  back  into 
Canaan,  he  parted  the  land  between  hini  and 
Lot,  upon  account  of  the  tumultuous  behavi- 
our of  their  shepherds,  concerning  the  pastures 
wherein  they  should  feed  their  flocks.  How- 
ever, he  gave  Lot  his  option,  or  leave,  to 
choose  which  lands  he  would  take  ;  and  he 
took  himself  what  the  other  left,  which  were 
the  lower  grounds  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains; and  he  himself  dwelt  in  Hebron,  which 
is  a  city  seven  years  more  ancient  than  Tanis 
of  Egypt.  But  Lot  possessed  the  land  of  the 
plain,  and  the  river  Jordan,  not  far  from  the 
city  of  Sodom,  which  was  then  a  fine  city ; 
but  is  now  destroyed  by  the  will  and  wrath  of 
God; — the  cause  of  which  1  shall  show  in  its 
pioper  place  hereafter. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

THE    OESTBUCTIOX    OF    THE    gODOUITES    BT 
THE  ASSYRIAN  WAR. 

At  this  time,  when  the  Assyrians  had  the 
dominion  over  Asia,  the  people  of  Sodom 
were  in  a  flourishing  condition,  both  as  to 
riches  and  the  number  of  their  youth.  There 
were  five  kings  that  managed  the  affairs  of 
this  country ;  Ballas,  Barsas,  Senabar,  and 
Sumobor,  with  the  king  of  Bela ;  and  each 
king  led  on  his  own  troops;  and  the  Assy- 
rians made  war  upon  them ;  and,  dividing 
their  army  into  four  parts,  fought  against 
them.  Now  every  part  of  the  army  had  its 
own  commander ;  and  when  the  battle  was 
joined,  the  Assyrians  were  conquerors ;  and 
imposed  a  tribute  on  the  kings  of  the  So<lom- 
ites,  who  submitted  to  this  slavery  twelve 
years ;  and  so  long  they  continued  to  pay 
their  tribute;  but  on  the  thirteenth  year  they 
rebelled,  and  then  the  army  of  the  Assyrians 
came  upon  them,  under  their  commanders 
Amraphel,  Arioeb,  Chodorlaomer,  and  Tidal. 
These  kings  had  laid  waste  all  Syria,  and 
overthrown  the  offspring  of  the  giants;  and 
when  they  were  come  over  against  Sodom, 
they  pitched  their  camp  at  the  vale  called  the 
Slime  Pits,  for  at  that  time  there  were  pits  in 
that  place;  but  now,  upon  the  destruction  of 
the  city  of  Sodom,  that  vale  became  the 
Lake  Asphaltitcs,  as  it  is  called.  However, 
concerning  this  lake  we  shall  speak  more 
presently.  Now  when  the  Sodomites  joined 
battle  with  the  Assyrians,  and  the  fight  was 
very  obstinate,  many  of  them  were  killed,  and 
the  rest  were  carried  captive ;  among  svbich 
capti\es  was  Lot,  who  had  come  to  assist  the 
Sodomites. 


CHAPTER  X. 

HOW  ABRAM  rOUGHT  WITH  THE  ASSYRIANS, 
AND  OVERCAME  THEM,  AND  SAVED  THE 
SODOMITE  I'RISONERS,  AND  TOOK  FRO.M  THE 
ASSYRIANS  THE  PREY  THEY   HAD  UOTTEN. 

§  1.  When  Abram  heard  of  their  calamity, 
he  was  at  once  afraid  for  Lot  his  kinsman, 
and  pitied  the  Sodomites,  his  iriends  and 
neighbours;  and  thinking  it  proper  to  afford 
them  assistance,  he  did  not  delay  it,  but 
marched  hastily,  and  the  fifth  night  fell  upon 
the  Assyrians,  near  Dan,  for  that  is  the  name 
of  the  other  spring  of  Jordan ;  and  before 
they  could  arm  themselves,  he  slew  some  as 
they  were  in  their  beds,  before  they  could 
suspect  any  harm;  and  others,  who  were  not 
yet  gone  to  sleep,  but  were  so  drunk  they 
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could  not  figtt,  ran  away.  Abratn  pursued 
ifter  them,  till  on  the  second  day  he  drove 
them  in  a  body  unto  Hoba.  a  place  belong- 
ing to  Damascus ;  and  thereby  demonstrated 
that  victory  does  not  depend  on  multitude 
«nd  the  number  of  hands,  but  the  alacrity  and 
courage  of  soldiers  overcome  the  most  nume- 
rous bodies  of  men,  while  he  got  the  victory 
over  so  great  an  army  with  no  more  than 
three  hundred  and  eighteen  of  his  servants, 
and  three  of  his  friends:  but  all  those  that 
(led  returned  home  ingloriously. 

2.  So  Abram,  when  he  had  saved  the  cap- 
tive Sodomites  who  had  been  taken  by  the 
Assyrians,  and  Lot  also,  his  kinsman,  return- 
ed home  in  peace.  Now  the  king  of  Sodom 
met  him  at  a  certain  place,  which  they  called 
The  King's  Dale,  where  Melchisedec,  king 
of  the  city  Salem,  received  him.  That  name 
signifies  thi-  rinhlioiifs  liing ;  and  such  he  was 
without  dispute,  insomuch  that,  on  this  ac- 
count, he  was  made  the  priest  of  God:  how- 
ever, they  afterward  called  Salem  Jerusalem. 
Now  this  Melchisedec  supplied  Abram 's  arnny 
in  a  hospitable  manner,  and  gave  them  provi- 
sions in  abundance ;  and  as  they  were  feasting, 
he  began  to  praise  him,  and  to  bless  God  for 
gubduing  his  enemies  imder  him.  And  when 
Abram  gave  him  the  tenth  part  of  his  prey, 
he  accepted  of  the  gift:  but  the  king  of  So- 
dom desired  .\hrani  to  take  the  prey,  but  en- 
treated that  he  might  have  those  men  restored 
to  him  whom  Abram  had  saved  from  the  As- 
syrians, because  they  belonged  to  him;  but 
Abram  would  not  do  so;  nor  would  make 
any  other  advantage  of  that  prey  than  what 
bis  servants  had  eaten;  but  still  insisted  that 
he  shoulil  afforil  a  part  to  bis  friends  that  had 
assisted  hiui  in  the  battle.  The  first  of  them 
was  c.illed  Eschol,  and  then  Eiuier,  and 
Mambre. 

3.  And  God  commended  his  virtue,  and 
said,  Thou  shalt  not,  however,  lose  the  rewards 
thou  hast  deserved  to  receive  by  such  thy  glo- 
rious actions.  He  answered.  And  what  ad- 
vantage will  it  be  to  me  to  have  such  rewards, 
when  I  have  none  to  enjoy  them  after  nie? — 
for  he  was  hitherto  childless.  And  God  pro- 
mised that  he  should  have  a  son,  and  that  his 
posterity  should  be  very  numerous,  insomuch 
that  their  number  should  be  like  the  stars. 
When  he  heard  that,  h.'  offered  a  sacrifice  to 
God,  as  he  commanded  him.  The  manner 
of  the  sacrifice  was  this:  —  He  took  an  heifer 
of  three  years  old,  and  a  she-goat  of  three 
years  old,  and  a  ram  in  like  manner  of  three 
years  old,  and  a  turtle  dove  and  a  pigeon;' 
and,  as  he  was  enjoined,  he  divided  the  three 
former;  but  the  birds  he  did  not  divide.  After 
which,  before  he  built  his  altar,   where  the 

•  It  is  worth  noting  here,  that  God  required  no  other 
sacrifices  untier  the  iiiw  of  Moses,  than  \v)iat  were  taken 
from  these  five  kinils  of  animals  which  he  here  required 
of  Abram.  Nor  did  the  Jews  feed  upon  any  oilier  do- 
mestic animals  thun  the  three  liele  named,  as  Reland 
•biervef  on  Anuq  b.  iv.  cb.  iv.  sect.  4. 


birds  of  prey  flew  about,  as  desirous  o'  blood, 
a  divine  voice  came  to  him,  declaring  that 
their  neighbours  would  be  grievous  to  his 
posterity  when  they  should  be  in  Egypt,  for 
four  hundred  years, f  during  which  time  they 
should  be  afflicted;  but  afterwards  should 
overcome  their  enemies,  should  C()nquer  the 
t_^anaanites  in  war,  and  possess  themselves  of 
their  land,  and  of  their  cities. 

4.  Now  Abram  dwelt  near  the  oak  called 
Ogyges,  —  the  place  belongs  to  Canaan,  not 
tar  from  the  city  of  Hebron;  but  being  un- 
easy at  his  wife's  barrenness,  he  entreated 
God  to  grant  that  he  might  have  male  issue; 
and  God  required  of  him  to  be  of  good  cou- 
rage; and  said,  that  he  would  add  to  all  the 
rest  of  the  benefits  that  he  had  bestowed  on 
him  ever  since  he  led  him  out  of  Mesopota- 
mia, the  gift  of  children.  Accordingly  Sarai, 
at  God's  command,  brought  to  his  bed  one  of 
her  handmaidens,  a  woman  of  Egyptian  de- 
scent, in  order  to  obtain  children  by  her;  and 
when  this  handmaid  was  with  child,  she  tri- 
umphed, and  ventured  to  affront  Sarai,  as  if 
the  dominion  were  to  come  to  a  son  to  be 
born  of  her:  but  when  Abram  resigned  her 
into  the  hand  of  Sarai,  to  punish  her,  she 
contrived  to  fly  away,  as  not  able  to  beat  the 
instances  of  Sarai's  severity  to  her;  and  she 
entreated  God  to  have  compassion  on  her. 
Now  a  divine  angel  met  her,  as  she  was  go- 
ing forward  in  the  wilderness,  and  bid  her  re- 
turn to  her  master  and  mistress;  for,  if  she 
would  submit  to  that  wise  advice,  she  would 
live  b?^ter  hereafter;  for  that  the  reason  of 
her  being  in  such  a  miserable  case  was  this, 
that  she  had  been  ungrateful  and  arrogant  to- 
wards her  mistress.  He  also  told  her,  that  if 
she  disobeyed  God,  and  went  on  still  in  her 
way,  she  should  perish ;  but  if  she  would 
return  back,  she  should  become  the  mother  of 
a  son  who  should  reign  over  that  country. 
These  admonitions  she  obeyed,  and  returned 
to  her  master  and  mistress,  and  obtained  for- 
giveness. A  little  while  afterwards,  she  bare 
Isinael,  which  may  be  interpreted  Heard  of 
God,  because  God  had  heard  his  mother's 
prayer. 

3.  The  forementioned  son  was  born  to 
Abram  when  be  was  eighty-six  years  old; 
but  when  he  was  ninety-nine  God  appeared 
to  him,  and  promised  him  that  he  should  have 
a  son  by  Sarai,  and  commanded  that  his  name 
should  be  Isaac;  and  showed  him.  that  from  this 
son  should  spring  great  nations  and  kings,  anil 
that  they  should  obtain  all  the  laud  of  Cana:in 
by  war,  from  Sidon  to  Egypt.  But  he  charged 
him,  in  order  to  keep  his  posterity  unmi.xed 
with  others,  that  they  should  be  circumcised 
in  the  flesh  of  their  foreskin,  and  that  this 
should  be  done  on  the  eighth  day  after  they 
were  born :  the  reason  of  which  circumcision 
I  will  expluiu  in  another  place.      And  Abram 

+  As  to  this  afllii-tion  of  Ahram's  posterity  for  404 
years,  see  Antiq.  b   ii.  clu  ix.  sect.  1. 
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inquiring^  also  concerning  Ismael,  whether  he 
should  live  or  not,  God  signitied  to  him  that 
he  should  live  to  be  very  old,  and  should  be 
the  father  of  great  nations.  Abram,  there- 
fore, g:ive  thanks  to  God  for  these  blessings ; 
a-id  then  he,  and  all  his  family,  and  his  son 
Isoiael,  were  circumcised  immediately,  the 
son  lieing  that  day  thirteen  years  of  age,  and 
be  ninetv-nine. 


<i  CHAPTER  XL 

HOW  COD  OVERTHREW  THE  NATION  OF  THE 
SODOMITES,  OUT  OF  HIS  WRATH  AGAINST 
THEM  FOR  THEIR  SINS. 

§  1.  Aboct  this  time  the  Sodomites  grew 
proud,  on  account  of  their  riches  and  great 
wealth:  they  became  unjust  towards  men, 
and  impious  towards  God,  in-ton»uch  that 
they  did  not  call  to  mind  the  advantages  they 
received  from  him  :  they  hated  strangers, 
and  abused  theiniselves  with  Sodomitical  prac- 
tices. God  was  therefore  much  displeased 
at  them,  and  determined  to  punish  them  for 
their  pride,  and  to  overthrow  their  citv,  and 
to  lay  waste  their  country,  until  there  should 
neither  plant  aor  fruit  grow  out  of  it. 

2.  When  God  had  thus  resolved  concern- 
ing the  Sodomites,  Abraham,  as  he  sat  by  the 
oak  of  Mmnbre,  at  the  door  of  his  tent,  saw 
three  angels;  and,  thinking  them  to  be  stran- 
gers, he  rose  up  and  saluted  them,  and  de- 
sired they  w(tuld  accept  of  an  entertainment, 
and  abide  with  him ;  to  which  when  they 
agreed,  he  ordered  cakes  of  meal  to  bi-  made 
presently:  and  when  he  had  slain  a  <alf.  he 
roasted  it,  and  brought  it  to  them,  as  they 
gat  inider  the  oak.  Now  they  made  a  show 
of  eating;  and  besides,  they  asked  him  about 
his  wife  Sarah,  where  she  was;  and  when  he 
Ktid  she  was  within,  they  said  they  would 
come  again  hereafter,  and  tind  her  Ijccome  a 
mother.  ITpon  which  the  woman  laughed, 
and  said  that  it  was  impossible  she  should 
bear  children,  since  she  was  ninety  years  of 
ace,  and  her  husband  was  an  hundred.  Then 
they  concealed  themselves  no  longer,  but  de- 
clared that  they  were  angels  of  God;  and  that 
one  of  them  was  sent  to  inform  them  about 
the  child,  and  two  of  the  overthrow  of  So- 
dom. 

:h  When  Abraham  heard  this,  he  was 
grieved  for  the  Sodomites ;  and  he  ro>e  up, 
and  besought  God  for  them,  and  entreated 
him  that  he  would  not  destroy  the  righteous 
with  the  wicked.  And  when  God  had  replied 
that  there  was  no  good  man  among  the  So- 
domites; for  if  there  were  but  ten  such  men 
among  them,  he  would  not  punish  any  of 
them  for  their  sins,  Abraham  held  his  peace. 
And  th;;  angels  came  to  the  city  of  the  So- 
domites, and  Lot  entreated  them  to  accept  of 


a  lodging  with  him ;  for  he  was  a  vet^-  gene- 
rous and  hospitable  man,  and  one  that  had 
learned  to  imitate  the  goodness  of  Abraham. 
Now  when  the  Sodomites  saw  the  young 
men  to  be  of  beautiful  countenances,  and 
this  to  an  extraordinary  degree,  and  that  they 
took  up  their  lodgings  with  Lot,  they  resolved 
themselves  to  enjoy  those  beautiful  Iwys  by 
force  and  violence ;  and  when  Lot  exhorted 
them  to  sobriety,  and  not  to  otfer  any  thing 
immodest  to  the  strangers,  but  to  have  re- 
gard to  their  lodging  in  his  house;  and  pro- 
mised, that  if  their  inclinations  could  not  be 
governed,  he  would  expose  his  daughters  to 
their  lust,  instead  of  these  strangers — neither 
thus  were  they  made  ashamed. 

4.  But  God  was  much  displeased  at  their 
impudent  behaviour,  so  that  he  both  smote 
those  men  with  blindness,  and  condemned  the 
Sodomites  to  universal  destruction.  But  Lot. 
upon  God's  informing  him  of  the  future  de- 
struction of  the  Sodomites,  went  away,  taking 
with  him  his  wife  and  daughters,  who  were 
two.  and  stil!  virgins;  for  those  thrit  were  be- 
trothed* to  them  were  above  the  thoughts  of 
going,  and  deemed  that  Lot's  words  were  tri- 
fling. God  then  cast  a  thunderbolt  upon  the 
city,  and  set  it  on  fire,  with  its  inhabitants; 
and  laid  waste  the  country  with  the  like  burn- 
ing, as  1  formerly  said  when  I  wrote  the  Jew- 
ish war.f  But  Lot's  wife  continually  turn- 
ing hack  to  view  the  city  as  she  went  from  it. 
and  being  too  nicely  inquisitive  what  would 
become  of  it,  although  God  had  forbidden  ber 
so  to  do.  was  changed  into  a  pillar  of  salt; J 
for  T  have  seen  it,  and  it  remains  at  this  day. 
Now  he  and  bis  daughters  fled  to  a  certain 
sm:ill  place,  encompassed  with  the  fire,  and 
settled  in  it.  It  is  to  this  day  called  Zoar, 
for  that  is  the  word  which  the  ReBrews  use 
for  a  small  thing.  There  it  wasthat  he  lived 
a  miserable  life,,  on  account  of  bis  having  no 
company,  and  his  want  of  pro\*isions. 

5.  But  his  daughters,  thinking  that  all 
mankind  were  destroyed,  approached  to  their 

•  Tliese  soRs-iD-law  to  Lot,  as  they  are  called  (Geo. 
xix.  I'J  —II).  mipht  be  so  styled  (K-caiise  they  wert  be- 
trothed to  Lot's  (laii^hterR.  thotivh  not  yet  married  to 
them.     See  the  note  on  Aniiq.  b.  xir.  ch.  xiii.  sect  i. 

+  Of  the  H'ar,  b.  Iv  ch.  viii.  sect  4. 

t  This  pillar  of  salt  wa*.  we  sre  here,  standing  in  the 
days  of  Josephus;  and  be  had  seen  it  Thai  it  was 
standing  then,  is  also  attested  by  Clement  of  Home,  cou- 
tt-mporarywith^owplius;  as  also  that  it  was  so  in  Ihc  next 
cenliirr.  is  aUe<^1ed  by  Ireiuens.  with  the  addition  of  an 
hypothesis,  bow  it  cime  lo  last  so  lon^.  with  all  its  mem- 
ber»  entire  — \\'hetber  the  account  ttial  some  raotlem  tra- 
vellers cive  I>e  true,  thai  it  is  still  st^niding,  I  do  not  Lnow. 
Its  remote  sitnation.  at  the  utmost  ^nuthem  point  of 
the  Sea  of  Sodom,  in  the  wild  nnd  dangerous  deserts  of 
Arabi.A.  makes  it  exceeding  difficult  Tor  inquisitive  tra- 
vellers to  examine  the  place;  and  for  commun  reports  of 
country  people,  at  a  distance,  they  are  not  very  satisfac- 
ti>ry.  In  the  mean  time,  I  have  no  opinion  of  I.«Clerc's 
dissertation  or  hypothesis  about  this  question,  which  can 
only  be  determined  by  eye-witnesses.  When  Christian 
princes,  so  called,  lay  aside  their  foolish  and  unchristian 
wars  and  quarrels,  and  send  a  body  of  fit  persons  to  tra- 
vel over  the  east,  and  brine  ns  faithful  accounts  of  all 
anrient  monuments,  and  prornre  us  copies  of  all  ancient 
rt-cordfi,  at  presen:  lost  xitnon^  us.  we  may  hope  for  foJI 
salisfactiOD  iu  such  inquiries,  but  hardly  btfora. 
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father,*  though  taking  care  not  to  be  perceived. 
This  they  did,  that  human  kind  might  not  ut- 
terly fail.  And  they  bare  sons:  the  son  of 
the  elder  was  named  Moab,  which  denotes  one 
derived  from  bis  father.  The  younger  bare 
Ammon,  which  name  denotes  one  derived 
from  a  kinsman.  The  former  of  whom  was 
the  father  of  the  Moabites,  which  is  even  still 
a  great  nation ;  the  latter  was  the  father  of  the 
Ammonites:  and  both  of  them  are  inhabitants 
of  Celesyria.  And  such  was  the  departure 
of  Lot  from  among  the  Sodomites^ 


CHAPTER  XII. 

CONCERNING  ABIMELECn;  AND  CONCERNING 
ISMAEL,  THE  SON  OF  ABRAHAM;  AND  CON- 
CERNING THE  ARABIANS,  WHO  WERE  HIS 
POSTERITY. 

§  1.  Abraham  now  removed  to  Gerar  of 
Palestine,  leading  Sarah  along  with  him,  un- 
der the  notion  of  his  sister,  using  the  like  dis- 
simulation that  he  had  used  before,  and  this 
out  of  fear;  for  he  was  afraid  of  Abimelech, 
the  king  of  that  country,  who  did  also  him- 
self fall  in  love  with  Sarah,  and  was  disposed 
to  corrupt  her;  but  he  was  restrained  from 
satisfying  his  lust  by  a  dangerous  distemper, 
which  befell  him  from  God.  Now  when  his 
physicians  despaired  of  curing  him,  he  fell 
asleep,  and  saw  a  dream,  warning  him  not  to 
abuse  the  stranger's  wife;  and  when  he  re- 
covered, he  told  his  friends  that  God  had  in- 
flicted that  disease  upon  him,  by  way  of  pu- 
nishment, for  his  injury  to  the  stranger,  and 
in  order  to  preserve  the  chastity  of  his  wife; 
for  that  she  did  not  accompany  him  as  his  sis- 
ter, but  as  his  legitimate  wife  ;  and  that  God 
had  promised  to  be  gracious  to  him  for  the 
time  to  come,  if  this  person  be  once  secure  of 
his  wife's  chastity.  When  he  had  said  this, 
by  the  advice  of  his  friends,  he  sent  for  Abra- 
ham, and  bid  him  not  be  concerned  about 
his  wife,  or  fear  the  corruption  of  her  chastity ; 
for  that  God  took  care  of  him,  and  that  it  was 
by  his  providence  that  he  received  his  wife 
again,  without  her  suffering  any  abuse ;  and  he 
appealed  to  God,  and  to  his  wife's  conscience, 
iiud  said  that  he  had  not  any  inclination 
at  first  to  enjoy  her,  if  he  had  known  she  was 
bis  wife;  but  since,  said  he,  thou  ledst  her 
about  as  thy  sister,  I  was  guilty  of  no  offence. 
He  also  entreated  him  to  be  at  peace  with 
him,  and  to  make  God   propitious  to   him; 

•  1  Bee  no  proper  wicked  intention  in  these  daughters 
of  1.01,  whi-n  in  a  case  which  appeared  to  them  of  nn- 
avoidable  neceasity,  they  procured  tberaselveB  to  be  with 
child  hy  their  father.  Without  such  an  unavoidable 
necessity,  incest  is  a  horrid  crime;  but  whether  in  such 
a  case  of  necessity  as  tliey  apprehended  this  to  be,  ac- 
cording to  Joseptius,  it  was  any  such  ciime,  I  am  not 
Batififled.  In  the  mean  Ume,  llieir  making  their  father 
drunk,  and  their  solicitous  concealment  ol  what  they  did 
from  bim,  shows  that  they  despaired  of  persuading  him 
to  an  action  wiiirh.  at  the  best,  could  not  but  be  very  sus- 
pici  >iis  and  shuclcing  to  so  good  a  man. 


and  that  if  he  thought  fit  to  continue  with  him, 
he  should  have  what  he  wanted  in  abundance ; 
but  that  if  he  designed  to  go  away,  he  should 
be  honourably  conducted,  and  have  whatso- 
ever supply  he  wanted  when  be  came  thither. 
Upon  his  saying  this,  Abraham  told  him  that 
his  pretence  of  kindred  to  his  wife  was  no  lie, 
because  she  was  his  brother's  daughter;  and 
that  he  did  not  think  himself  safe  in  his  tra- 
vels abroad,  without  this  sortof  dissimulation; 
and  that  he  was  not  the  cause  of  his  distem- 
per, but  was  only  solicitous  for  his  own  safety. 
He  said  also,  that  he  was  ready  to  stay  with 
him.  Whereupon  Abimelech  assigned  him 
land  and  money;  and  they  covenanted  to 
live  together  without  guile,  and  took  an 
oath  at  a  certain  well  called  Beersheba,  which 
may  be  interpreted  TheWellofthe  Oath.  And 
80  it  is  named  by  the  people  of  the  country 
unto  this  day. 

2.  Now  in  a  little  time  Abraham  had  a  son 
by  Sarah,  as  God  had  foretold  to  him,  whom 
he  named  Isaac,  which  signifies  Laughter; 
and  indeed  they  so  called  him,  because  Sarah 
laughed  when  God  f  said  that  she  should  bear 
a  son,  she  not  expecting  such  a  thing,  as  be- 
ing past  the  age  of  child-bearing,  for  she  was 
niticty  years  old,  and  Abraham  a  hundred; 
so  that  this  son  was  born  to  them  both  in  the 
last  year  of  each  of  those  decimal  numbers. 
And  they  circumcised  him  upon  the  eighth 
day.  Atid  from  that  time  the  Jews  continue 
the  custom  of  ciro.mcising  their  sons  within 
that  number  of  days.  But  as  for  the  Arab- 
ians, they  circumcise  after  the  thirteenth  year, 
because  Ismael,  the  founder  of  their  nation, 
who  was  horn  to  Abrahatn  of  the  concubine, 
was  circumcised  at  that  age;  concerning 
whom  I  will  presently  give  a  particular  ac- 
count with  great  exactness. 

3.  As  for  Sarah,  she  at  first  loved  Ismael, 
who  was  born  of  her  own  handinaiil  Hagar, 
with  an  affection  not  inferior  to  that  of  her  own 
son,  for  be  was  brought  up,  in  order  to  succeed 
in  the  government ;  but  when  she  herself  bad 
born  Isaac,  she  was  not  willing  that  Ismael 
should  be  brought  up  \\  ith  him,  as  being  too 
old  for  him,  antl  able  to  do  him  injuries  when 
their  father  should  be  dead;  she  therefore  per- 
suaded Abraham  to  send  hiin  and  his  mother 
to.  some  distant  country.  Now,  at  the  first  he 
(lid  not  agree  to  what  Sarah  was  so  zealous  for, 
and  thought  it  an  instance  of  the  greatest  bar- 
barity to  send  away  a  young  child  t  and  a  wo- 

+  It  is  well  worth  observation,  that  Josephna  here 
calls  that  principal  an^el,  who  api-rared  to  Al'i-ahani, 
and  foretold  the  birth  of  Isaac,  directly  Corf;  which 
language  of  Josephus  here,  prepares  us  to  believe  tlios* 
other  expressions  of  his,  that  Jcsui  nat  a  nise  oinn,  ij 
if  be  tanfut  to  call  him  a  mon,  Antiq  b.  xviii.  chap.  ii. 
secL  3;  iind  of  Godlht  Word,  in  hi*  bomily  concerning 
Hades,  may  be  both  genuine.  Nor  is  the  other  expres- 
sion of  divine  anuet,  used  presently,  and  before,  also  ol 
any  other  signilication. 

t  Josephus  herecalls  Ismael  a  young  child  or  infant, 
though  he  was  about  13  years  of  age ;  as  Judas  calls  him 
self  and  his  l-retbren  young  men.  when  he  was  4'*.  aud 
had  two  children,  Antiq.  b.  ii  chap.  vi.  sect.  8.  and  they 
were  of   much   the   sajne   tugci    as  u  a  dausel  of  1% 
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man  unprovided  of  necessaries ;  but  at  length  | 
he  agreed  to  it,  because  God  was  pleased  with 
what  Sarah  had  determined;  so  he  delivered 
Isiiiael  to  his  mother,  as  not  yet  able  to  go  by 
himself;  and  commanded  her  to  take  a  bottle 
of  water,  and  a  loaf  of  bread,  and  so  to  depart, 
and  to  take  Necessity  for  her  guide.  But  as 
soon  OS  her  necessary  provisions  failed,  she 
found  herself  in  an  evil  case;  and  when  the 
water  was  almost  spent,  she  laid  the  young 
child,  who  was  ready  to  expire,  under  a  fig-tree, 
and  went  on  farther,  that  so  he  might  die  while 
she  was  absent.  But  a  divine  angel  came  to 
her,  and  told  her  of  a  fountain  hard  by,  and 
bid  her  take  care  and  bring  up  the  child,  be- 
cause she  should  be  very  happy  by  the  preser- 
vation of  Ismael.  She  then  took  courage,  upon 
,the  prospect  of  what  was  promised  her,  and, 
meeting  with  some  shepherds,  by  their  care  she 
got  clear  of  the  distresses  she  had  been  in. 

4.  When  the  lad  was  grown  up,  he  married 
a  wife,  by  birth  an  Egyptian,  from  whence  the 
mother  was  herself  derived  originally.  Of  this 
wife  were  born  to  Ismael  t  wel .  e  sons:  Nabaioth, 
Kedar,  Alideel,  .Mali-am,  IduniHS,  Masmaos, 
Masaos,  Chodad,  'i'hemaii,  Jetur,  Naphesus, 
C'admas.  These  inliiiliited  all  the  country  from 
Euphrates  to  the  Reil  Sea,  ami  called  it  Na- 
batenc.  They  are  uii  Arabian  nation,  and  name 
their  tribes  from  these,  both  '.>i>Ciiuse  of  their 
own  virtue,  and  l>ecau-e  ol  the  dignity  of  Ab- 
raham their  father. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

CONCEBNING  ISAAC,  THE  LEGITIMATE  SON  OF 
ABUAHAM. 

§  1 .  Now  Abraham  greatly  loved  Isaac,  as  be- 
ing his  only  begotten,'  and  given  to  him  at  the 
borders  of  old  age,  by  the  favour  of  God.  The 
child  also  endeared  himself  to  his  parents  still 
more,  by  the  exercise  of  every  virtue,  and  ad- 
hering to  his  duty  to  his  parents,  and  being 
zealous  in  the  worship  of  God.  Abraham  also 
placed  his  own  happiness  in  this  prospect,  that, 
when  he  should  die,  he  should  leave  this  his  son 
ill  a  safe  and  secure  condition ;  which  accord- 
ingly he  obtained  by  the  will  of  God ;  who,  be- 
ing desirous  to  make  an  experiment  of  Abra- 
ham's religious  disposition  towards  himself,  ap- 
peared to  hiin,  and  enumerated  all  the  blessings 
lie  had  bestowed  on  him ;  how  he  had  made  him 

jearsold  calW  a  liltle  child,  Marl  t.  39-  42,  Hre  xve- 
rui  tioiea.  Herod  also  is  said  by  Josephus  to  be  a  very 
younc  m;io  at  25  See  the  note  on  Ant  b.  xiv.cb  ii.5.  2, 
Qod  Iff  the  War,  b.  i.  cb.  x.  And  Aristobulus  is  styled  a 
Tery  little  child  at  16  years  of  aRe,  Ant.  b.  xv.  ch.  ii  s.  6, 
7.  Oomitian  is  also  catted  by  him  a  very  yoiin^  child, 
when  he  went  on  his  German  expedition  at  about  18 
years  of  aRe,  of  the  War,  b.  vii.  ch.  iv.  x  2.  Samson's 
wife,  and  ttuth.  when  they  were  widows,  are  called  chil- 
dren. Ant  b.  v,  cti.  viii,  s.  fi,  and  ch.  ix.  sect.  2, 3. 

•  Note,  that  both  here  and  Heb.xi.  17,  Isaac  is  called 
Ahr;i!iam'8  only  begotten  son.  tholiEh  he  at  the  same 
time  had  another  son.  Ism.iel-  The  Septn.igint expresses 
Uje  true  tncnoing,  by  rendering  the  text  the  beloved  son. 


superior  to  his  enemies;  and  that  his  son  Isaac, 
who  was  the  principal  part  of  his  present  hap- 
piness, was  derived  from  him;  and  he  said 
that  he  required  this  son  of  his  as  a  sacrifice 
and  holy  oblation.  Accordingly  he  command- 
ed him  to  carry  him  to  the  mountain  Moriah, 
and  to  build  an  altar,  and  offer  him  for  a 
burnt-offering  upon  it;  for  that  this  would 
best  manifest  his  religious  disposition  towards 
him,  if  he  preferred  what  was  pleasing  to  God, 
before  the  preservation  of  his  own  son. 

2.  Now  Abraham  thought  that  it  was  not 
right  to  disobey  God  in  any  thing,  but  that  he 
was  obliged  to  serve  him  in  every  circumstance 
of  life,  since  all  creatures  that  live  enjoy  their 
life  by  his  prondence,  and  the  kindness  he  be- 
stows on  them.  Accordingly  he  concealed 
this  command  of  God,  and  his  own  intentions 
about  the  slaughter  of  his  son,  from  his  wife, 
a.s  also  from  every  one  of  his  servants,  other- 
wise he  should  have  been  hindered  from  his 
obedience  to  God;  and  he  took  Isaac,  together 
with  twoof  his  servimts,  and  laying  what  things 
were  necessary  for  a  sacrifice  upon  an  ass,  he 
went  away  to  the  mountain.  Now  the  two 
servants  went  along  with  him  two  days;  but 
on  the  third  day,  as  soon  as  he  saw  the  moun- 
tain, he  left  those  servants  that  were  with  him 
till  then  in  the  plain,  and,  having  his  son  alone 
with  him,  he  came  to  the  mountain.  It  was 
that  mountain  upon  which  king  David  after- 
wards built  the  teniple.t  Now  they  had 
brought  with  them  every  thing  necessary  for 
a  sacrifice  excepting  the  animal  that  was  to  be 
offered  only.  Now  Isaac  was  twenty-five  years 
old.  And  as  he  was  building  the  altar  he  asked 
hi.i!  father  what  he  was  about  to  offer,  since 
there  was  no  animal  there  for  an  oblation:^ 
to  which  it  was  answered,  "  That  God  would 
provide  himself  an  oblation,  he  being  able  to 
make  a  plentiful  provision  for  men  out  of  what 
they  have  not,  and  to  deprive  others  of  what 
they  already  have,  when  they  put  too  much  trust 
therein;  that  therefore,  if  God  pleased  to  be 
present  and  propitious  at  this  sacrifice,  he 
would  provide  himself  an  oblation." 

3.  As  soon  as  the  altar  was  prepared,  and 
Abraham  bad  laid  on  the  wood,  and  all  things 
were  entirely  ready,  he  said  to  his  son,  "  O 
sonl  I  poured  out  a  vast  number  of  prayers 
that  I  might  have  thee  for  my  son ;  when  thou 
wast  come  into  the  world,  there  was  nothing 
that  could  contribute  to  thy  support  for  which 
I  was  not  greatly  solicitous,  nor  any  thing 
wherein  I  thought  myself  happier  than  to  see 
thee  grown  up  to  man's  estate,  and  that  I  might 
leave  thee  at  my  death  the  successor  to  my 
dominion;  but  since  it  was  by  God's  will  that 
1  became  thy  father,  and  it  is  now  his  will  that 

+  Here  is  a  plain  error  in  the  copies,  which  say  that 
king  David  aflerwanls  built  the  temple  on  this  mount  Mo- 
riah, while  it  was  certainly  no  other  than  king  Solomon 
who  built  that  temple,  as  indeed  Procopius  cites  it  from 
Josephus.  For  it  was  for  ceruin  David,  and  not  Solo- 
mon, who  built  the  trst  allar  Ibere,  as  we  learn,  3  Sam. 
xiiv.li),  *e..l  Ch,xxi.2i,&c.and  Aol.h.vii.ch. lUl.».4. 
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I  relinquish  thee,  bear  this  consecration  to  God 
with  a  generous  mind;  for  I  resign  thee  up  to 
Goil.whohas  thought  fit  now  to  require  this  tes- 
timony of  honour  to  hiruself,  on  account  of  the 
favours  he  hath  conferred  on  me,  in  being  to 
me  a  supporter  and  defender.  Accordingly 
thou,  my  son,  wilt  now  die,  not  in  any  common 
way  of  going  out  of  the  world,  but  sent  to 
God,  the  Father  of  all  men,  beforehand,  by 
thy  own  father,  in  the  nature  of  a  sacrificj".  I 
suppose  he  thinks  thee  worthy  to  pet  clear  of 
this  world  neither  by  disease,  neither  by  war, 
rtor  by  any  other  severe  way,  by  which  death 
usually  comes  upon  men,  but  su  that  be  will 
receive  thy  soul  with  prayers  and  holy  offices 
of  religion,  and  \vill  place  thee  near  to  him- 
self, and  thou  wilt  there  be  to  me  a  suciourer 
and  supporter  in  my  old  age ;  on  which  ac- 
count I  principally  brought  thee  up,  and  thou 
wilt  thereby  procure  uie  God  for  my  Com- 
forter instead  of  thyself." 

4.  Now  Isaac  was  of  such  «  generous  dis- 
position as  became  the  son  of  such  a  father, 
anil  was  pleased  with  this  discourse:  and  said 
"  That  he  was  not  worthy  to  be  born  at  first, 
if  he  should  reject  the  determination  of  God 
and  of  bis  father,  and  shouhl  not  resign  him- 
self up  readily  to  both  their  pleasures;  since  it 
would  have  been  unjust  if  he  hud  not  obeyed, 
even  if  his  fatln-r  alone  had  so  resolved."  So 
he  went  immediately  to  the  altar  to  be  sacri- 
ficed.  And  the  deed  had  been  done  if  God 
hnd  not  op|ifisc-d  it ;  for  he  called  loudly  to 
Abraham  by  his  name,  and  forbade  him  to 
slay  his  son  ;  and  said.  "  it  was  not  out  of  a 
desire  of  human  blood  that  he  v\iis  commanded 
to  slay  his  son,  nor  was  he  willi:  g  that  he 
should  be  taken  away  from  liim  wbom  he  bad 
made  his  father,  but  .10  try  the  temper  of  his 
mind,  whether  be  would  be  obedient  to  such 
a  command.  Since,  therefore,  he  now  was 
satisfied  as  to  that  his  alacrity,  and  the  sur- 
prising readiness  he  showed  in  this  bis  piety, 
be  was  delighted  in  having  bestowed  such 
blessings  upon  him ;  and  that  he  would  not 
be  wanting  in  all  sorts  of  concern  about  him. 
and  in  bestowing  other  children  upon  him ; 
and  that  bis  son  should  live  to  a  very  great 
age;  that  he  should  bve  a  happy  life,  and 
bequeath  a  large  princip.ility  to  bis  children, 
who  should  be  good  and  legitimate."  He 
foretold  also,  that  his  family  should  iiuTease 
into  many  nations;*  and  that  those  patriarchs 

•  It  seems  botb  herr.  .inti  in  God's  pnratlel  litpssin^  to 
Jacob  (cbap.  \tx.  srcU  IJ.  Ibal  Juscpbus  h.id  yet  no  uo- 
tiuli  of  tbe  liid<3en  meaning  nt  that  most  itil|K)rtant  and 
must  nninent  promise.  "  In  thy  seed  stiali  all  ttie  fami. 
Ilea  ol  the  earlli  be  blessed  1  He  saitb  not.  And  to  seeds, 
aa  of  many,  but  as  of  oncj  and  to  tby  seed,  which  is 
Christ,"  GaL  iii.  Ilj.  Nor  is  it  any  wonder,  he  bein^.  I 
thinlt.  as  yet  not  a  Christian:  and  had  be  been  a  Chris- 
tian, yet  sioee  he  was,  to  be  sure.  Ull  the  latter  part  of  bis 
lile.  00  more  than  an  Ubionite  Christian,  w  bo,  above 
all  the  aposUes.  rejected  and  despised  St.  Paul,  it  wouid 
be  no  great  wonder  if  he  did  not  now  follow  bis  inter- 
relation. In  Ibe  mean  time,  we  have  m  efTecl  St. 
Paul's  exposition  in  the  TesianienI  of  Keuben,  sect.  6. 
in  Aothrnt.  Kcc.  I*;irt  i-  p.  .iOii.  who  cbari;es  his  sons 
**  to  worship  the  seed  ul  Judab,  who  should  die  tor 


should  leave  behind  them  an  everlasting  name, 
that  they  should  obtain  the  possession  of  the 
land  of  Canaan,  and  be  envied  by  all  men. 
When  God  had  said  this,  he  produced  to 
them  a  ram,  which  did  not  appear  before,  for 
the  sacrifice.  So  Abraham  and  Isaac  receiv- 
ing each  other  unexpectedly,  and  having  ob- 
tained the  promises  of  such  great  blessings, 
embraced  one  another;  and  when  they  bad 
sacrificed,  they  returned  to  Sarah,  and  lived 
happily  together,  God  affording  them  his  as- 
sistance in  all  things  they  desired. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

CONCEKNINQ  SARAH,  ABBAHAMS  WIFE;    AND 
HOW  SHE  ENDED  HER  DAYS. 

Now  Sarah  died  n  little  while  after,  having 
lived  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  years. 
They  buried  her  in  Hebron;  the  Canaanites 
publicly  allowing  them  a  burv ing- place :  — 
which  piece  of  ground  Abraham  bought,  for 
four  hundred  shekels,  of  K|ihion,  an  inhabi- 
tant of  Hebron  ;  and  both  Abraham  and  his 
descendants  built  themselves  sepulchres  in 
that  place. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

now  THE  NATION  OF  TllE  TROGLODYTES  WERE 
DERIVED  FROU  ABRAHAM  BT  KETCUAH. 

AoRAHAH  afterthis  married  Keturah,  by  whom 
six  sons  were  born  to  hii'n  ;  men  of  cour- 
age and  of  sagacious  minds:  —  Zambnm,  and 
Jazar.  and  Madan,  and  Madian,  and  Josabak, 
and  Sous.  Now  the  sons  of  Sous  were  Saba- 
than  and  Dadan; — the  sons  of  Dadan  were 
Latusim,  and  Assur,  and  Loom; — the  sons 
of  Madian  were  Ephas,  and  Ophren,  and 
Anoch,  and  Ebidas,  and  Eldas.  Now,  foV 
nil  these  sons  and  grandsons,  Abraham  con- 
trived to  settle  them  in  colonies;  and  they  took 
possession  of  Troglodytis.  and  the  country  61 
.\ral)ia  the  Happy,  as  far  as  it  reaches  to  tlie 
Reil  Sea.  It  is  related  of  this  Ophren,  that 
ho  made  war  apiinst  Llliva,  and  took  it;  and 
that  his  grandcbildrLii,  when  they  inhabitec! 
it,  called  it  (from  his  name)  Africa;  and  in- 
deed Alexander  Pol\histor  give?  his  attesta- 
tion to  wliat  I  here  sav;  who  speaks  thus: — 
"  Cleodemus  the  prophet,  who  was  also  called 

them  in  visible  and  invisible  .vara;  and  should  be  acnong 
them  an  eternal  king."  Nor  is  that  observation  of  a 
learned  foreicner  of  my  acquaintance  to  be  despised, 
who  takes  notice,  that,  as  ueds^  in  the  plural,  must 
signify  posterity !  so  strd.  in  the  sin^lar,  may  siia»ily 
either  poiUrity,  or  a  smtile  person;  and  that  iu  this 
promise  of  all  oaUons  beiOR  nappy  in  the  seed  of  Abra- 
ham, or  I&aa,-,  or  J;u-i<b.  ice.  it  is  always  used  in  the  sin- 
gular. To  wliicli  I  shall  add.  that  it  is  sometimes,  a» 
it  were,  paraphrased  by  the  son  olAlirahani.  the  son  oS 
liavid,  &ic  wlilcli  is  ct^pablc  ol  uu  such  aaibtguity. 
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lUlcliU*.  who  WTole  .history  of  the  Jews,   an  obliging  mmner;   ,nd  now  he   began   to 
in  agreement  wiUnbe  History  of  Moses,  their    hope  that  hi  "     ~'  e        >« 


legisUtor,  relates,  that  there  were  m^uiy  sons 
born  to  Abrahain  by  Keturah;  nay,  he  names 
three  of  them,  Apher,  and  Surim,  and  Japh- 
raii:  that  from  Surim  was  the  land  of  Assyria 
denominated;  and  that  from  the  other  two 
(Apher  and  Japhran;  the  country  of  Africa 
t<)ok  its  name;  because  these  nu-u  norc  auxi- 
liaries to  Hercules,  when  he  fought  agaiiist 
Libya  and  Ant«us;  and  that  ilereules  mar- 
lied  Aphra's  daughter,  and  of  her  he  hfgat  a 
•un,  Diodorus;  and  that  Sopbon  was  his  son 
from  whom  that  barbarous  people  called  So- 
pludaoa  were  deoominated." 


CHAPTEa  X.VI. 

HOW  ISAAC  TOOK  REBEKA  TO  WIFE. 

§  1.  Now  when  Abraham,  the  fathei  of  Isaac, 
hiid  resolved  to  take  Rebeka,  who  was  grand' 


hope  that  his  grand  affair  would  succeed;  but 
de-iring still  to  know  the  truth,  he  commended 
her  for  her  generosity  and  good  nature,  that 
she  did  not  scruple  to  afford  a  sufficiency 
of  water  to  those  that  wanted  it,  though  it 
cost  her  some  pains  to  draw  it;  and  asked 
who  were  her  parents,  and  wished  them  joy 
of  such  a  daughter.  "  And  uiaycst  thou  be 
espoused,"  said  he,  "  to  their  satisfaction,  in- 
to the  family  of  an  agreeable  husband,  and 
bfing  him  legitimate  diildren!"  Nor  did  she 
disdain  to  satisfy  his  inquirii^s,  but  told  him 
her  family.  "  They,"  says  she,  "  call  me  Re- 
beka; my  father  was  Bethuel,  but  he  is  dead; 
and  Laban  is  my  brother;  and,  together  with 
ray  mother,  takes  care  of  all  our  family  af- 
fairs, and  is  the  guardian  of  my  virginity." 
When  the  servant  heard  this,  he  was  very  glad 
at  what  had  happeni'd,  and  at  what  was  told 
him,  as  perceiving  that  God  bad  thus  plainly 
directed  his  journey;  and  producing  his  brace- 
lets, and  some  other  ornaments  which  it  was 
esteemed  decent  for  virgins  to  wear,  he  gave 


daughter  to  his  brother  Nahor,  for  a  wife  to'  them  to  the  damsel,  bv  way  of  ack'nowledg- 
bis  son  Isaai',  who  was  then  about  forty  years  "  .--...- 

old,  he  lent  the  ancientest  of  his  8«rvant« 
to  betroth  her,  after  he  had  obliged  them  to 
give  him  the  strongest  assurances  of  his  fide- 
lity;— which  assurances  were  given  after  the 
manner  following:  —  They  put  each  other's 
hands  under  each  other's  thij;hs;  then  they 
called  upon  God  as  the  witness  of  what  was 
to  be  done.  He  also  sent  suih  presents  to 
those  that  were  there,  as  were  in  esteem  on 
account  that  they  either  rarely  or  never  were 
seen  in  that  country.  The  servant  gut  thi- 
ther not  under  a  considerable  time  ;  for  it  re- 
quires much  time  to  pass  through  .Mesopota- 
mia, in  which  it  is  tedious  travelling,  both  in 
winter,  for  the  depth  of  the  clay  ^  and  in 
summer,  for  want  of  water;  and,  besides  this, 
for  the  robberies  thers  cotomitted,  which  are 
not  to  be  avoided  by  travellers  but  by  caution 
beforehand.      However,  the  servant  came  to 


ment,  and  as  a  reward  for  her  kindness  in 
giving  him  water  to  drink;  saying,  it  was  but 
just  that  she  should  have  them,  because  she 
was  so  much  more  obliging  than  any  of  the 
rest.  She  desired  also  that  he  would  come 
and  lodge  with  them,  since  the  approach  of 
the  night  gave  him  not  time  to  proceed  far- 
tller;  and  producing  his  precious  ointments 
for  women,  he  said  he  desired  to  trust  them 
to  none  more  safely  than  to  such  as  she  had 
shown  herself  to  be;  and  that  he  believed  he 
might  guess  at  the  liumanity  of  her  mother 
and  brother,  that  they  would  not  be  displea- 
sed, from  the  virtue  he  found  in  her;  for  he 
would  not  be  burdensome,  but  would  pay  the 
hire  for  his  entertainment,  and  spend  his  own 
money.  To  which  she  replied,  that  he  guess- 
ed right  as  to  the  humanity  of  her  parents; 
but  complained  that  he  should  think  them  so 
parsimonious  as  to  take  money,  for  that  he 


Haran;  and  when  he  was  in  the  suburbs,  he    should  have  all  on  free  cost:   but  she  said  she 
met  a  considerable  number  of  maidens  going  |  would  first  inform  her  brother  Laban,  and,  if 


to  the  water;  he  therefore  prayed  to  God  that 
Rebeka  might  be  found  among  them,  or  her 
whom  Abraham  sent  him  as  his  servant  to 
espouse  to  his  son,  in  case  his  will  were  that 


he  gave  her  leave,  she  would  conduct  him  in. 
3.    As  soon  then  as  this  was  over,  she  in- 
troduced  the  stranger;    and  for  the  camels, 
the  servants  of  I.aban  brought  them  in,  and 


this  marriage   should   be   consummited;  and    took  care  of  them;  and  he  was  himself  brought 


that  she  might  be  made  known  to  him  by  the 
sign.  That  while  others  denied  him  water  to 
drink,  she  might  give  it  him. 

•2.  M'ith  this  intention  he  went  to  the  well, 
and  desired  the  maidens  to  give  him  some 
water  to  drink:  but  while  the  others  refused, 
on  pretence  that  they  wanted  it  all  at  home, 
and  could  spare  none  for  him,  one  only  of  the 
company  rebuked  them  for  their  peevish  be- 
hariour  towards  the  stranger;  and  said.  What 
is  tbeic  that  you  will  ever  communicate  to anv 
body,  who  have  n<»t  so  iniirh  as  given  :be  man 
some  water?     She  then  offered  him  water  in 


in  to  supper  by  Laban.  And,  after  supper, 
he  says  to  him,  and  to  the  mother  of  the  dam- 
sel, addressing  himself  to  her,  "  Abraham  is 
the  son  of  Terah,  and  a  kinsman  of  yours;  for 
Nahor,  the  grandfather  of  these  children,  was 
the  brother  of  Abraham,  by  both  father  and 
mother;  upon  which  account  he  hath  sent  me 
to  you,  being  desiious  to  take  this  damsel  for 
his  son  to  wife.  He  is  his  legitimate  son, 
and  is  brought  up  as  his  only  heir.  He  coulo 
indeed  ha\e  had  the  must  happy  of  all  the 
women  in  that  country  for  him,  hut  he  would 
not  have  his  son  marty  any  of  them:   hut,  out 
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of  regard  to  his  own  relations,  he  desired  to 
luatch  him  here,  whose  afTection  and  inclina- 
tion I  would  not  have  yon  despise;  for  it 
was  by  the  good  pleasure  of  God  ihat  other 
accidents  fell  out  in  my  journey,  and  that 
thereby  I  lighted  upon  your  daughter  and  your 
bouse;  for  when  I  was  near  to  the  city,  I  saw 
a  great  many  maidens  comin?  to  a  well,  and  I 
prayed  that  I  might  meet  with  this  damsel, 
which  has  come  to  pass  accordingly.  Do 
you,  therefore,  confirm  that  marriaire,  whose 
espousals  have  been  already  made  by  a  divine 
appearance;  and  show  the  respect  you  have 
for  Abraham,  who  hath  sent  me  with  so  much 
solicitude,  in  giving  your  consent  to  the  mar- 
riage of  this  damsel."  Upon  this  they  un- 
derstood it  to  be  tbe  will  of  GckI,  and  greatly 
approved  of  the  offer,  and  sent  their  daugh- 
ter, as  was  desired.  Accordingly  Isaac  mar- 
ried her,  the  inheritance  being  now  come  to 
him;  for  the  children  by  Keturah  were  gone 
to  their  own  remote  habitations. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

CONCBRNING  TBE  DEATH  OF  ABnAHAM. 

A  LITTLE  while  after  this,  Abraham  died. 
He  was  a  man  of  incomparable  ^nrtue,  and 
honoured  by  God  in  a  manner  agreeable  to 
his  piety  towards  him.  The  nhole  time  of 
his  life  was  one  huTidrcd  seventy  and  five 
years;  and  he  was  buried  in  Hebron,  with 
his  wife  Sarah,  by  their  sons  Isaac  and  Is- 
mael. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

CONCERNING  THE  SONS  OF  ISAAC,  ESAU  AND 
JACOB.  OF  TIIE1&  NATIVITY  AND  EDUCA- 
TION. 

§  1.  Now  Isaac's  n-ife  proved  with  child, 
after  the  death  of  Abraham;"  and  when  her 
belly  was  greatly  burdened,  Isaac  was  very 
anxious,  and  inquired  of  God;  who  answer- 
ed, that  Rcheka  should  bear  twins;  and  that 
two  nations  should  take  the  names  of  those 
sons;  and  that  he  who  appeared  the  second 
should  excel  the  elder.  Accordingly  she,  in 
a  little  time,  as  God  had  foretold,  bare  twins; 
tl;e  elder  of  whom,  from  his  head  to  his  feet, 
WHS  very  rough  and  hairy;  but  the  younger 
'ook  hold  of  bis  heel  as  they  were  in  the  birth. 
iNow  the  father  loved  the  elder,  who  was 
called  Esau,  a  name  agreeable  to  his  rough- 


•  The  birth  of  Jacob  and  Esan  is  here  said  to  be  after 
Abraham's  death:  it  should  have  been  after  Sarah's 
death.  The  order  of  the  narration  in  Genesis,  not  al- 
•eavs  exactly  accordine  to  tbe  order  of  time,  seems  to 
hare  jot  Josepbus  inia  tbil  •rror,  as  Dr.  Bernard  ob- 
Borvea  here 


ness,  for  tbe  Hebrews  call  such  an  hairy 
roughness  [Esau,f  or]  Seir;  but  Jacob  the 
younger  was  best  beloved  by  his  mother. 

2.  When  there  was  a  famine  in  the  land, 
Isaac  resolved  to  go  into  Egypt,  the  land 
there  being  good ;  hut  be  went  to  Gerar,  as 
God  commanded  him.  Here  Abimelech  the 
king  received  him,  because  Abraham  had  for- 
merly lived  with  him,  and  had  been  bia 
friend;  and  as  in  the  beginning  he  treated 
him  exceeding  kindly,  so  he  was  hindered 
from  continuing  in  the  same  disposition  to 
the  end,  by  his  envy  at  him;  for  when  he 
saw  that  God  was  mlh  Isaac,  and  took  such 
great  care  of  him,  he  drove  him  away  from 
him.  But  Isaac,  when  he  saw  how  envy  had 
changed  the  temper  of  Abimelech,  retired  to 
a  place  called  the  Valley,  not  far  from  Gerar; 
and  as  be  was  digging  a  well,  tbe  shepherds 
fell  upon  him,  and  began  to  fight,  in  order  to 
hinder  the  work;  and  because  he  did  T>ot  de- 
sire to  contend,  the  shepherds  seemed  to  get 
the  better  of  him ;  so  he  still  retired,  and  dug 
another  well;  and  when  certain  other  shep- 
herds of  Abimelech's  began  to  offer  him  vio- 
lence, he  left  that  also,  and  still  retired ;  thus 
purchasing  security  to  himself  by  a  rational 
and  prudent  <X)nduct.  At  length  tbe  king 
gave  him  leave  to  dig  a  well  without  distiirtv 
ance.  He  named  this  well  Rehoboth,  which 
denotes  a  lanje  space ;  but  of  the  former  wells, 
one  was  called  Escon,  which  denotes  sfW'e; 
the  other  Sitenna,  which  name  signifies  en- 
mity. 

3.  It  was  now  that  Isaac's  alBiirs  increased, 
and  his  power  was  in  a  flourishing  condition ; 
and  this  from  his  great  riches.  But  Alii- 
melecb,  thinking  Isaac  throve  in  opposition 
to  him,  while  their  living  together  made  tbein 
suspicious  of  each  other,  and  Isaac's  retiring, 
showing  a  secret  enmity  also,  be  was  afraid 
that  bis  former  friendship  with  Isaac  would 
not  secure  bim,  if  Isaac  sliotild  endea\'our 
to  revenge  the  iniiiries  he  had  formerly  offer- 
ed him ;  he  therefore  renewed  his  friendship 
with  him.  and  brought  with  him  Philoc,  one 
of  his  generals.  And  when  he  bad  obtained 
every  thing  he  desired,  by  reason  of  Isnai.s 
good  nature,  w  ho  preferred  the  earlier  friend- 
ship Aliimelech  had  shown  to  himself  and  his 
father  to  his  later  wrath  against  him,  he  re- 
turned home. 

4.  Now  when  Esau,  one  of  the  sons  of 
Isaac,  wbotn  the  father  principally  loved,  was 
now  come  to  the  age  of  forty  years,  he  mar- 
ried Adah,  the  daughter  of  Helon,  and  Aho- 
libamah,  the  daughter  of  Esebeon;  which 
Helon  and  Esebeon  were  great  lords  anicti^ 
the  Canaanites,  thereby  taking  upon  himself 
the  authority,  and  pretending  to  have  dofni- 
nion  over  his  own  marriages,  without  so  mttih 
as  asking  the  advice  of  his  father;  for  had 
Isaac  been  the  arbitrator,  he  had  not  given 

+  For  >^eir  in  Josephns.  the  coherence  requires  thai  na 
read  Efau  or  .V*ir.  which  signify  the  same  thing 
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him  leave  to  marry  thus,  for  he  was  not 
pleased  w-ith  contracting  any  alliance  with  the 
people  of  that  country;  but  not  caring:  to  be 
uneasy  to  his  son,  by  commanding  him  to  put 
ttwray  these  wives,  he  resolved  to  be  silent. 

5.  But  when  he  was  old,  and  could  not 
«ee  at  all,  he  called  Esau  to  him,  and  told 
him,  that  besides  his  blindness,  and  the  dis- 
order of  his  eye^,  his  very  old  aee  hindered 
him  from  his  worship  of  God  [by  sacrifice]; 
he  hid  him  therefore  to  iro  out  a  hiintine. 
and  when  he  had  cautrht  as  much  venison  as 
be  could,  to  prepare  him  a  supper,*  that  after 
this  he  mij»ht  make  supplication  to  God,  to  be 
to  him  a  supporter  and  an  assi^iter  during  the 
whole  time  of  his  life;  saying-,  that  it  was  un- 
certain when  he  should  die,  and  that  he  was 
desirous,  by  his  prayers  for  him.  to  procure, 
beforehand,  God  to  be  merciful  to  him. 

6.  Accordingly  E-*au  went  out  a  hunting; 
but  Uebekaf  thinking  it  proper  to  hiive  the 
supplication  made  for  obtaining  the  favour  of 
God  lo  Jacob,  and  that  without  the  consent 
of  l»aac,  bid  him  kill  kids  of  the  goats,  and 
,..t'|('i.c  H  «.iipper.  So  Jacob  obeyed  his  mo- 
tiifr.  itcrording  to  all  her  instructions.  Now 
when  the  ^^upper  was  got  ready,  he  took  » 
pr»at's  bkl.i,  and  put  it  about  his  arm,  that  by 
reason  of  its  hiiiry  roughness,  he  might  by  his 
rather  be  believe;!  to  be  E?au;  for  they  being 
twin*,  and  in  al!  things  else  alike,  differed 
only  in  thi-;  thing.  This  was  done  out  of  his 
firor,  that  beiore  his  &ther  had  made  bis  sup- 

•  The  Mipprr  vf  »iv..iirT  rar-tt.  at  we  call  it  {Grn. 
XTfit  4),  tn  l.r  c.»n<(n  Sy  tMint  ti-:.  was  intrmlH  plainly 
for  a  fi-9tival  or  a  s;(crilr«';  aiM  upon  t\w  pvdj^n  ihiit 
wrre  frcqiimt  •!  vtcafir^^.  I^Aac  trxprcted.  ft»  was  (hen 
uiiial  in  jiiirhfriiinenl  ra*f«.  tti^.I  a  divine  irnpnts*  woall 
eomr  np.in  hiiii.  in  onlrr  tn  |!h-  Rolemn  li'^^in,-  of  hi» 
•on  t\wrv  pruMfou  an.l  his  forrtHlioE  his  diture  beli.ivi- 
oiiraorf  fi.rliinp.  \Vhr:icc  i(  must  b.-,  thit  wtim  Isaar 
h;t.|  tiitwiitiiicty  hVsM^  Jacoh.  ani  was  aftf  rw.ir-Is  marie 
vrnsible  of  his  mi8tai.«,  yrl  <lii1  he  not  altempt  Xo  altr-r 
lUhowparoeslly  soever  Ills  jtfTt-cUon  for  Kmu  nii-»'ht  in- 
rfine  him  l.>  wish  it  ini^hl  b^  altrrtrJ.  becaii'>e  Uv  knru- 
thai  Ihisblrssin-ramf  ii.it  from  hims''If,  hat  from  G.vi. 
am)  that  an  allrration  w.xt  oat  of  hi.1  power.  A  seoonil 
ndlattis  tli«-n  cjime  U|Kii)  him.  auil  cnalird  liim  to  foretell 
Ksaiis  fiuiirr  h«'havi..m  and  furtiine  ;tlw. 

+  Whether  Jac-<b  or  his  mother  Itebeka  wen»  most 
hlft-neable  in  Ihin  imposition  iipi>n  Isaac  in  his  old  a?e. 
I  can  Dot  determine.  Il.f-vever,  the  Messing,  hein;  de- 
lirered  a*  a  prt^irtion  of  future  events,  by  a  divine  im- 
pnls-.  and  futeleHine  thinca  to  b^-fal  to  the  po«terit>  of 
JiiCfth  and  t*a,u  in  tuture  ages,  was  for  certain  provi. 
dential:  anrt  according  to  what  R«'h«rka  knew  to  bt-  ihr 
purpose  of  Ood,  when  he  answered  her  inqnirv.  "  before 
the  children  were  born  "  (Gen  xi».  2i).  -  thai  one  pe<>- 
p'e  sbouhl  be  strnn?er  than  the  other  people;  and  the 
elder,  Esan,  should  serv*-  the  vounrer.  JacoVi."  Wherher 
Isjac  knew  orrememhered  this  old  oracle,  delivered  in 
our  .oj.i(»onIy  to  KrtK-ka;  or  wlwtlier,  if  he  knew  and 
rem»'rahered  it.  he  did  not  endeavour  lo  alter  the  divine 
drtermin^ttion.  out  of  his  fondness  for  hts  elder  and 
wor»e  son  Esau,  lo  the  damage  of  his  youn^r  and  bel- 
ter son  Jacob;  as  Joseplms  elsewhere  supposes,  Antlq. 
b.  ii  ch  vii.  se<-.t.  J,  I  cannot  certainty  say.  If  so.  this 
mi'hl  tempt  Keheka  to  contrive,  and  Jriroh  to  put  this 
imposition  upon  him.  However,  Josephus  s:\ys  here, 
(hat  it  was  Isaar^  and  not  Rt-heka.  who  inquired  of  God 
at  first,  jind  received  the  ror<*mentioned  oricle  (sect.  1); 
which,  if  it  be  the  true  reading,  renders  Isaac's  proce- 
dure more  inexcusable.  Nor  was  il  pruhably  any  thini; 
else  lb;lt  so  much  encouraneil  Fvau  Itinuerly  to  mairy 
two  Caniaailtsh  wires,  without  his  parents'  coDsent,  aa 
iwac'a  unhappy  rnndoau  for  tiim. 


plications,  he  should  be  caupht  in  his  evil 
practice;  and  lest  he  should,  on  the  contrary, 
provoke  his  father  to  curse  him.  So  he 
brought  in  the  supper  to  his  father.  Isaac 
perceiving,  by  the  peculiarity  of  his  voice,  who 
he  was,  called  his  son  to  him,  who  gave  him 
liis  hand,  which  was  covered  with  the  goat's 
skin.  When  Isaac  felt  that,  he  said,  "  Thy 
voice  is  like  the  voice  of  Jacob,  yet.  Iwcause 
of  the  thickness  of  thy  hair,  thou  seeinest  to 
be  Esau."  So  suspecting  no  deceit,  he  ate 
the  supper,  and  betook  himself  to  his  pravers 
and  intorres'iotis  with  (iod;  and  wiid,  "O 
liOrd  of  all  ajres  and  Creator  of  all  substance ; 
for  it  was  thou  that  didst  propose  to  my  fa- 
ther great  plenty  of  good  things,  and  hast 
vouciisafed  to  bestow  on  me  wliiit  I  have ; 
and  hast  promised  to  my  posterity  to  be  their 
kind  supporter.  »nd  to  bestow  on  them  still 
LTcater  bles-^ings. — do  thou,  thtrefore,  con. 
firm  these  thy  promises,  and  do  not  overlook 
me.  because  of  my  present  weak  condition, 
on  account  of  which  I  most  earnestly  prav  to 
thee.  Be  gracious  to  this  my  son;  and  pre- 
I  -^erve  him,  and  keep  him  from  every  tnitig 
that  is  e%'il.     Give  him  a  happy  life,  and  the 

■  possession  of  as  many  good  things  as  thy 
I  power  is  able  to  bestow.  Make  him  terrible 
I  to  his  enemies,  and  honourable  and  beloved 

■  among  his  friends!" 

7.  Thus  did  Isaac  pray  to  God.  thinking 
his  prayers  had  been  ni;ule  for  Es:tu.  He 
had  but  just  finished  them,  when  Esau  came 

1  in  from  hunting;  and  when  Isjuic  perceived 
I  his  mistake,  he  was  silent;  but  Esau  required 
that  he  might  be  made  partaker  of  the  like 
Messing  from  his  father  that  his  iirother  had 
partook  ef;  but  his  father  refused  it.  betrause 
all  his  prayers  had  been  spent  upoti  Jacob; 
so  Esau  lamented  the  mistuke.  However, 
his  fiither  being  grieved  at  his  weeping,  said, 
that  *'  he  should  excel  in  hunting  and  strength 
of  body,  in  amis,  and  all  such  s«)rts  of  work  ; 
and  sliould  obtain  elory  for  ever  on  those  ac- 
counts, he  and  his  posterity  after  him  ;  but 
still  should  serve  his  brother." 

8.  Now  the  mother  delivered  Jacob,  when 
she  was  afraid  that  his  brother  would  inflict 
some  punishment  upon  him,  because  of  the 
mistake  about  the  prayers  of  Isaac;  for  she 
persuaded  her  husband  to  take  a  wife  for 
Jacob  out  of  Mesopotamia,  of  her  own  kin- 
dred, Esau  having  married  already  Basem- 
math,  the  daughter  of  Ismael.  without  his 
father's  consent;  for  Isaac  did  not  like  the 
Canaanites.  so  that  he  disapproved  of  Esau's 
former  marriaijes,  which  made  him  take  Ba- 
semmatb  to  wife,  in  order  to  please  him;  and 
indeed  he  had  a  great  affection  for  her. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

CONCERNING  JACOB's  FLIGHT  IXTO  MESOPO- 
TAMIA, BY  REASON  OF  THE  FEAtt  UE  WAS 
IN  OF  HIS  BBOTUEK. 

§  1.  Now  Jacob  was  sent  by  his  mother  to 
Mesopotamia,  in  order  to  many  Laban  her 
brother's  daughter  (which  maniajrc  was  per- 
mitted by  Isaac,  on  account  of  his  obsequi- 
ousness to  the  desires  of  his  wife;;  and  he 
accordingly  journeyed  throuf^h  the  land  of 
Canaan;  and  becimse  he  hated  the  people  of 
that  country,  he  would  not  lodge  with  any  of 
them,  but  took  up  his  lodgini;  in  the  open 
air,  and  laid  his  head  on  a  heap  of  stones 
that  he  had  gathered  together.  At  which  time 
he  saw  in  his  sleep  such  a  virion  standing  by 
him: — he  seemed  to  see  a  ladder,  that  reached 
from  the  earth  unto  heaven,  and  persons  de- 
scending upon  the  ladder  that  seemed  more 
excellent  than  human;  and  at  last  God  him- 
self stood  above  it,  and  was  plainly  visible  to 
him;  who.  calling  him  by  his  name,  spake  to 
him  these  words:  — 

2.  "  O  Jacob,  it  is  not  fit  for  thee,  who 
art  the  son  of  a  good  father,  and  grandson  of 
one  who  had  obtained  a  great  reputation  for 
his  eminent  virtue,  to  l)e  dejected  at  thy  pre- 
sent circumstances,  but  to  hope  for  better 
times,  for  thou  shalt  have  great  abundance  of 
all  good  things  by  my  assistance;  for  I  brouglit 
Abrabam  hither,  out  of  Mesopotamia,  when 
he  was  driven  away  by  his  kinsmen,  and  I 
made  thy  father  a  happy  man;  nor  will  I  be- 
stow a  less  degree  ot  hap[tiness  on  thyself; 
be  of  good  courage,  therefore,  and  under  my 
conduct  proceed  on  this  thy  journey,  for  the 
marriage  thou  goest  so  zealously  about  shall 
be  consummated;  and  thou  shalt  have  chil- 
dren.of  gcod  characters,  but  their  multitude 
shall  be  innumerable;  and  they  shall  U-ave 
what  they  have  to  a  still  nh>rc  numerous  pos- 
terity, to  whom,  and  to  whose  posterity,  1 
give  the  dominion  of  hII  the  land,  and  their 
posterity  shall  fill  the  entire  f  arth  and  sea,  so 
far  as  the  sun  beholds  them;  but  do  not  thou 
fear  any  danger,  nor  be  afraid  of  the  nian\ 
labours  thou  must  undergo,  for  by  my  provi- 
dence i  will  direct  thee  what  thou  art  to  do 
in  the  time  present,  and  still  much  more  in 
the  time  to  come." 

3.  Such  were  the  predictions  which  God 
made  to  Jacob;  whereupon  he  became  verv  ! 
joyful  at  what  he  had  seen  a7id  heard;  and 
he  poured  oil  on  the  stones,  because  on  them 
the  prediction  of  such  great  benefits  was 
made.  He  also  vowed  a  vow,  that  he  would 
offer  sacrifices  upon  tliem,  if  ho  lived  and  re- 
turned safe;  and  if  he  came  again  in  such  a 
condition,  he  would  give  the  tithe  of  what  he 
had  gotten  to  God.  He  also  judgud  tlie 
place  to  be  honourable-,  and  gave  it  the  name 


of  Bethel,  which,  in  the  Greek,  ie  interpreted^ 
The  House  of  God, 

4.  So  he  proceeded  on  his  journey  to  Me- 
sopotamia, and  at  length  came  to  Harant 
and  meeting  with  shepherds  in  the  suburbs, 
with  boys  grown  up,  and  maidens  sitting 
about  a  certain  well,  he  staid  with  them,  as 
wanting  water  to  drink;  and  beginning  to 
discourse  with  them,  he  asked  them  whether 
they  knew  such  a  one  as  Laban,  and  whether 
he  was  still  alive.  Now  they  all  Siiid  they 
knew  him,  for  he  was  not  so  inconsiderable  a 
person  as  to  be  unknown  to  any  of  them; 
and  that  his  daughter  fed  her  father's  flock 
together  with  them;  and  that  indeed  they 
wondered  that  she  was  not  yet  come,  for  by 
her  means  thou  migbtest  learn  more  exactly 
whatever  thou  desirest  to  know  about  that 
family.  While  they  were  saying  this  tbe 
damsel  came,  and  the  other  shepherds  that 
came  down  along  with  her.  Then  they 
showed  her  Jacob,  and  told  her  that  he  was  a 
stranger,  who  came  to  inquire  about  her  fa- 
ther's affairs.  But  she,  as  pleased,  after  tbe 
custom  of  children,  with  Jacob's  coming, 
asked  him  who  he  was,  and  whence  he  came 
to  them,  and  what  it  was  he  lacked  that  he 
came  thither.  She  also  wished  it  might  be 
in  their  power  to  supply  the  wants  he  came 
about. 

5.  But  Jacob  was  quite  overcome,  not  so 
much  by  their  kindred,  nor  by  that  affection 
which  might  arise  thence,  as  by  his  love  to 
tlie  damsel,  and  liis  surprise  at  her  beauty, 
which  was  so  flourishing,  as  few  of  the  women 
ot  that  age  could  vie  with.  He  said  then, 
**  There  is  a  relation  between  thee  and  inc. 
elder  than  either  thy  or  n»y  birth,  if  thou  be 
the  daughter  of  Laban;  for  Abraham  was  the 
son  of  Terah.  as  well  as  Haran  and  Nahor. 
Of  the  last  of  whom  ( Nahor)  Bethuel  thy 
grandfather  was  the  son.  Isaac  my  father 
w;is  the  son  of  Abraham  and  of  Sarah,  who 
was  the  daughter  of  Haran.  But  there  is  a 
nciircr  and  liter  cement  of  mutual  kindred 
ubich  we  bear  to  one  another,  for  my  mother 
Rebeka  was  sister  to  Laban  thy  father,  both 
by  the  same  father  and  mother;  1  therefore 
ami  thou  are  cousins-german;  and  I  am  now 
ciMue  to  salute  you,  and  to  renew  that  aRinity 
which  is  proper  between  us."  Upon  this  the 
damsel,  at  the  mention  of  Rebeka,  as  usually 
happens  to  young  persons,  wept,  and  that  out 
of  the  kindness  she  had  for  her  father,  and 
embraced  Jacob,  she  having  learned  an  ac- 
count of  Rebeka  from  her  father,  and  knew 
that  her  parents  loved  to  hear  her  named;  and 
when  she  bad  Siiluted  him,  she  said  that  **he 
brought  the  most  desirable  and  greatest  plea- 
sures to  her  father,  with  all  their  family,  who 
was  always  mentioning  bis  mother,  and  always 
thinking  of  her,  a?id  her  alone;  and  that  this 
will  make  thee  ei^ual  in  his  eyes  to  any  advan- 
tageous circumstances  whatsoever."  Then 
she  bid  him  go  to  her  fiither,  and  follow  her 
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while  she  conducted  him  to  him;  and  not  to 
deprive  biiii  of  such  a  pleasure,  by  staying  any 
longer  away  from  him. 

6.  When  she  had  sdd  thus,  she  brought 
him  to  Lahan ;  and  being  owned  by  his  uncle, 
he  was  secure  himself,  as  being  among  his 
friend.-;  and  he  brought  a  great  deal  of  plea- 
sure to  them  by  his  unexpected  coming.  But 
a  little  «hile  afterward,  Laban  told  him  that 
he  could  not  express  in  words  the  joy  he  had 
at  his  coining;  but  still  he  inquired  of  him 
the  occasion  of  his  coming,  and  why  he  left 
his  aged  mother  and  father,  when  they  wanted 
to  be  taken  care  of  by  him;  and  that  he 
would  afford  him  all  the  assistance  he  wanted. 
Then  Jacob  gave  him  an  account  of  the 
whole  occasion  of  his  journey,  and  told  him, 
"that  Is;iac  had  two  sons  that  were  twins, 
himself  and  Es;iu;  who,  because  he  (ailed  of 
bis  father's  prayers,  which  by  his  mother's 
wisdom  were  put  up  for  him,  sought  to  kill 
him,  as  deprived  of  the  kingdom*  which  was 
to  be  given  him  of  God,  and  of  the  blessings 
for  which  their  father  prayed;  and  that  this 
was  the  occasion  of  his  coming  hither,  as  his 
mother  had  cumniauded  him  to  do:  for  we 
are  all  (says  he)  brethren  one  to  another;  but  | 
our  mother  esteems  an  alliance  with  your  fa- 
mily more  than  she  does  one  with  the  families 
of  the  country;  so  I  look  upon  yourself  and 
God  to  lie  the  supporters  of  my  travels,  and 
think  mjself  safe  in  my  present  circum- 
stances," 

7.  Now  Laban  promised  to  treat  him  « ith 
great  humanity,  both  on  account  of  liis  an 
cestors,  and  particularly  for  the  sake  of  his 
mother,  towards  whom,  he  said,  he  would  show 
his  kindness,  even  though  she  were  absent,  by 
taking  care  of  him;  for  he  assured  him  he 
would  make  him  the  head  shepherd  of  his 
flock;  and  give  him  authority  sulTicient  for 
that  purpo5e;  and  when  he  should  haTe  a 
mind  to  return  to  his  parents,  he  would  send 
him  back  with  presents,  and  this  in  as  honour- 
able a  manner  as  the  nearness  of  their  relation 
should  require.  This  Jacob  heard  gladly; 
and  said  he  would  willijigly,  and  «ith  plea- 
sure, undergo  any  sort  of  pains  while  he  tar- 
ried with  him,  out  desired  Rachel  to  wife,  as 
the  reward  of  those  pains,  who  was  not  only 
on  other  accounts  esteemed  by  him,  but  also 
because  she  was  the  means  of  his  coming  to 
him ;  for  he  said  he  was  forced  by  the  love  of 
the  damsel  to  make  this  proposal.  Laban 
was  well  pleased  with  this  agreement,  and 
consented  to  give  the  damsel  to  him,  as  not 
desirous  to  meet  with  any  better  son-in-law;  I 

•  By  this  "  deprivation  of  (lie  kia^om  that  was  to  hp 
civen  Esau  of  Gud."  as  the.  tirsl-boni,  it  appears  that  I 
Josephustliou^ht  tliat  a  "  kingdom  to  be  derived  from  I 
*i<»d  "  was  due  to  hira  whom  Isaac  should  bless  ;i3  tiis 
fllst-born;  which  1  lake  tn  be  that  kingdom  which  was 
txpecled  under  the  Messiah,  who  therefore  wa-.  t..  be! 
born  of  his  postrrilj  whom  Isaac  should  so  bless.  Ja-ob.  i 
therefore,  by  obtaining  this  blessing  of  the  6:sl-horn. 
b-^aaie  the  geouine  heir  of  that  kingdom,  ia  opposiuou 


and  said  he  would  do  this,  if  he  would  stay 
with  him  some  time,  for  he  was  not  Hilling  to 
send  his  daughter  to  be  among  the  Canaanites, 
for  he  repented  of  the  alliance  he  had  made 
already  by  marrying  his  sister  there.  And 
when  Jacob  had  given  his  consent  to  this,  he 
agreed  to  stay  seven  years;  for  so  many  years 
he  had  resolved  to  serve  his  father-in-law,  that, 
having  given  a  specimen  of  his  virtue,  it  might 
be  better  known  what  sort  of  a  man  he  was: 
and  Jacob  accepting  of  his  terms,  after  the 
time  was  over,  he  made  the  wedding  feast; 
and  when  it  was  night,  without  Jacob's  per- 
ceiving it,  he  put  his  other  daughter  into  bed 
to  him,  who  was  both  elder  than  Rachel,  and 
of  no  comely  countenance:  Jacob  lay  with  her 
that  night,  as  being  both  in  drink  and  in  the 
dark.  However,  when  it  was  day,  he  knew 
\vhat  had  been  done  to  him ;  and  he  reproached 
Libau  for  his  unfair  proceeding  with  bim; 
«ho  asked  pardon  for  that  necessity  which 
forced  him  to  do  what  he  did ;  for  he  did  not 
give  him  Lea  out  of  any  ill  design,  but  as 
overcome  by  another  greater  necessity  ;  that, 
notwithstanding. this,  nothing  should  hinder 
him  from  marrying  Rachel;  but  that  when 
he  had  served  another  seven  years,  he  would 
give  hiin  her  whom  he  loved.  Jacob  sub- 
mitted to  this  condition,  for  his  love  to  the 
damsel  did  not  permit  hira  to  do  otherwise ; 
and  when  another  seven  years  were  gone,  he 
took  Rachel  to  wife. 

8.  Now  each  of  these  had  handmaids,  by 
their  father's  donation.  Zilpba  was  hand- 
maid to  Lea,  and  Bilha  to  Rachel;  by  no 
means  slaves,*  but  however  subject  to  their 
mistresses.  Now  Lea  was  sorely  troubled  at 
her  husband's  love  to  her  sister;  and  she  ex- 
pected she  should  be  better  esteemed  if  she 
bare  him  children-  so  she  entreated  God  per- 
petually; and  when  she  had  born  a  son,  and 
her  husband  was  on  that  account  better  recon- 
ciled to  her,  she  named  her  son  Reubel,  be- 
cause Gvd  hail  had  mercy  upon  her,  in  qiiing 
her  a  son ;  for  that  is  the  signitication  of  this 
name.  After  some  time  she  bare  three  more 
sons;  Simeon,  which  name  signifies  that  God 
had  hearkened  to  hi:r  prayer.  Then  she  bare 
Levi,  the  confrmer  of  their  friendship.  After 
him  was  born  Juilah,  which  denotes  thanhsijiv- 
ini).  But  Rachel,  fearing  lest  the  fruitfuliicss 
of  her  sister  should  make  herself  enjoy  a  less 
share  of  Jacobs  affections,  put  to  bed  to  hira 
•  Here  we  have  the  ditTereoce  between  slaves  for  life 
and  servants,  such  as  we  now  hire  for  a  time  .-u^reed  upon 
on  both  sides,  and  dismiss  again  after  the  lime  contracled 
for  is  over,  whirli  are  no  slaves,  but  Iree  men  and  free 
woraen.  Acconlin-^Iy,  when  theapostolical  constitutions 
fi.rhid  a  i-leriryraan  to  marry  perpelu  jl  servants  or  sLives, 
b.  vi.  ch  xvii.  It  is  meant  only  of  the  former  sart;  as 
we  learn  elsewhere  from  the  same  constitutions,  ch.xlviL 
Can.  Ixxxii.  But  coDcernia[;  these  twelve  sousofjacob; 
the  rca-sons  of  tlieir  sevenil  names,  and  Ihe  times  of  ttieir 
several  birllis  in  the  intervals  here  assigned,— their  sever- 
al exc.-llent  characters,  their  several  faults  and  repent- 
ance, the  several  accidents  of  llieir  lives,  with  tlieir  se- 
veral prophecies  at  their  deatlis,  see  the  TestameiiLs  of 
lliese  twelve  pjitriarchs.  still  preserved  al  large  ia  the 
AuthenU  Itcc   part  i.  p.  Wl — I U. 
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her   handmaid   Bilha;   by  whom  Jacob  had 
Daii :   one  may  interpret  that  name  into  the 
Greek  tongue,  a  divine  judgment.     And  after 
him  JJepthalim,  as  it  were,  unconquerable  in 
stratagems,  since  Rachel  tried  to  conquer  the 
fruitfulness  of  her  sister  bj-  this  stratagem. 
Accordingly,  Lea  took  the  same  method,  and 
used  a  counter-stratagem  to  that  of  her  sister ; 
for  she  put  to  bed  to  him  her  own  handmaid. 
Jacob  therefore  bad  by  Zilpha  a  son,  whose 
name   was  Gad,   which   may   be   interpreted 
fortune;  and  after  him  Asher,  which  may  be 
called  a  fiapjjy  man,  because  he  added  glory 
to  Lea.    Now  Reubul,  the  eldest  son  of  Lea, 
brought  apples  of  mandrakes*  to  his  mother. 
When  Rachel  saw  them,  she  desired  that  she 
would  give  her  the  apples,  for  she  longed  to 
eat  them;  but  when  slie  refused,  and  bid  her 
be  content  that  she  had  deprived  ber  of  the 
benevolence  she  ou^bt  to  have  had  from  her 
husband,  Rachel,  in   order   to   mitigate  her 
sister's  anger,  said  she  would  yield  her  hus- 
band to  her ;  and  he  sliould  lie  w  ith  her  that 
evening.     She  accepted  of  the  favour;   and 
Jacob    slept   with    Lea,    by_   the    favour    of 
Rachel.     She  hare  then  these  sons;  Issacbar, 
denoting  one  born  by  hire;   and  Zabulon,  one 
born  as  a  pledge  of  hem  voknce  towards  her  ; 
and   a   daughter,   Dina.      After   some   time 
Rachel  had  a  son,  named  Joseph,  which  sig- 
nified there  should  be  another  added  to  him. 

9.  Now  Jacob  fed  the  flocks  of  Laban,  his 
fatlier-in-law,  all  this  time,  being t  wenty  years ; 
after  which  he  desired  leaveof  hisfather-in-!aw 
to  take  his  wives  and  go  home ;  but  when  his 
father-in-law  would  not  give  him  leave,  be  con- 
trived to  do  it  secretly.  He  made  trial,  there- 
fore, of  the  disposition  of  his  wives,  what  they 
thought  of  this  journey;— when  they  appeared 
glad,  and  approved  of  it.  Rachel  took  along 
with  her  the  image*  of  the  gods  wliich,  accord- 
ing to  their  laws,  they  used  to  worship  in  their 
own  country,  and  ran  away  together  with  her 
sister.  The  children  also  of  them  both,  and 
the  hand-maids,  and  what  possessions  they  had, 
went  along  with  them.  Jacob  also  drove 
away  half  the  cattle,  without  letting  Laban 
know  of  it  beforehand;  but  the  reason  why 
Rachel  took  the  images  of  the  gods,  although 
Jacob  had  taught  her  to  despise  such  worship 
of  those  gods,  was  this.  That  in  case  they  vyere 
pursued,  and  taken  by  her  father,  she  might 
have  recourse  to  these  images,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain his  pardon.  _ 

10.  But  Laban,  after  one  day's  time,  bemg 
acquainted  with  Jacob's  and  his  daughters' 
departure,  was  much  trouliled,  and  pursued 
after  them,  leading  a  band  of  men  with  him; 

»  I  formerly  explained  lliese  mandrakes,  as  we,  with 
the  Scplaagint,  and  Josephus,  render  the  Hebrew  wun) 
Xludoim,  of  the  Syrian  .Manx,  with  I.udolplius  Anllient. 
Rec  Part  i  p.  420,  but  have  sin«-e  seen  such  a  very  pro- 
bable account  in  MS  of  my  leameri  IrienU  Mr.  Samuel 
Barter,  of  what  we  still  call  .tlamlniKn,  and  their  de- 
scriptlan  by  ihe  ancient  naturalists  ami  physicians,  as 
roclines  me  to  th.nt  these  here  menUoned  were  really 
naiHlralies,  and  uo  other. 
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and  on  the  seventh  day  overtook  them,  ona 
found  them  resting  on  a  certain  hill:  and  then 
indeed  he  did  not  meddle  with  them,  for  it  was 
even-tide;  but  God  stood  by  him  in  a  dream, 
and  warned  him  to  receive  his  son-in-law  and 
his  daughters  in  a  peace;ible  manner;  and  not 
to  venture  upon  any  thing  rashly,  or  in  wrath 
to  them,  but  to  make  a  league  with  Jacob- 
and  he  told  him,  that  if  he  despised  their 
small  number,  and  attacked  them  in  a  hostile 
manner,  he  would  himself  assist  them.   'When 
Laban  had  been  thus  fLrewarned  by  God,  he 
called  Jacob  to  him  the  next  day,  in  order  to 
treat  with  him,  and  showed  him  what  dream 
he  had;   in  dependence  whereupon  he  came 
confidently  to  him,  and  began  to  accuse  him; 
alleging  that  he  had  entertained  him  v\hen  he 
was  poor,  and  in  want  of  all  things,  and  had 
given  him  plenty  of  all  things  which  he  had; 
"  For,"  said  he,   "  1  have  joined  my  daugh- 
ters to  thee  in  marriage,  and  supposed  that  thy 
kindness  to  me  would  be  greater  than  before; 
but  thou  hast  had  no  regard  to  cither  thy  mo- 
ther's relation  to  me,  nor  to  the  affinity  now 
newly  contracted  between  us;    nor  to  those 
wives  whom  thou  hast  married;  nor  to  those 
children,  of  whom  I  am  the  grandfiither.  Thou 
hast  treated  me  as  an  enemy,  by  driving  away 
my  cattle;  and  by  persuading  my  daughters 
to  run  away  from  their  father;  and  by  carry- 
ing home  those  sacred  paternal  images  which 
were  worshipped  by  my  forefathers,  and  have 
been  honoured  with  the  like  worship  which 
they  paid  them,  by  myself     In  short,  thou 
hast  done  this  whilst  thou  art  my  kinsman, 
and  ray  sister's  son,  and  the  husband  of  my 
daughters,  and  wast  hospitably  treated  by  me, 
and  didst  eat  at  my  table."     When  Laban 
had  said   this,  Jacob   made   his   defence:  — 
That  he  was  not  the  only  person  in  whom 
God  had  implanted  the  love  of  his  native 
country,  but  that  he  had  made  it  natural  to 
all  men;  and  that  therefore  it  was  but  reason- 
able that,  after  so  long  time,  he  should  go  back 
to  it.     "  But  as  to  the  prey,  of  whose  driving 
away  thou  accusest  me,  if  any  other  person 
were  the  arbitrator,  thou  wouldst  be  found  in 
the   wrong;    for,  instead  of  those  thanks  1 
ought  to  have  had  from  thee,  for  both  keeping 
thy  cattle  and  increasing  them,  how  is  it  that 
thou  art  unjustly  angry  at  me  because  I  have 
taken,  and  have  with  me  a  small  portion  ot 
them?     But  then,  as  to  thy  daughters,  take 
notice,  that  it  is  not  through  any  evil  practices 
of  mine  that  they  follow  me  in  my  re'.urn 
home,   but   from   that   just   affection   wiiich 
wives  naturally  have  to  their  husbands.    They 
foUow,  therefore,  not  so  properly  mysetf  as 
their   own  children."     And   thus  far  of  bis 
apology  was  made,  in  order  to  clear  himself 
of  having  acted  unjustly.    To  which  he  added 
his  own  complaint  and  accusation  of  Laban; 
sa-.inu'.  While  I  was  thy  sister's  son,  and  thou 
h-i'dst   given   me  thy  daughters  in  marriage, 
thou  hast  worn  me  out  with  tbv  harsh  cona- 
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oiands,  wid  detained  me  twenty  years  under 
tbern.  That,  indeed,  which  %vas  required  in 
order  to  my  marrying  thy  daughters,  hard  as 
it  was,  I  own  to  have  been  tolerable;  but  as 
to  those  that  were  put  upon  me  after  those 
marriages,  they  were  worse,  and  such  indeed 
as  an  enemy  would  have  avoided."  For  cer- 
tainly Laban  had  used  Jacob  very  ill ;  for 
when  he  saw  that  God  was  assisting  to  Jacob 
in  all  that  he  desired,  he  promised  bim,  that 
of  the  young  cattle  which  should  be  born,  he 
should  have  sometimes  what  was  of  a  white 
colour,  and  sometimes  what  should  be  of  a 
black  colour ;  but  when  those  that  came  to 
Jacob's  share  proved  numerous,  he  did  not 
keep  his  faith  with  him,  but  said  he  would 
give  them  to  him  the  next  year,  bei'ause  of 
his  envying  him  the  multitude  of  bis  pos- 
sessions. He  promised  him  as  before,  because 
he  thought  such  an  increase  \ras  not  to  be  ex- 
pected; but  when  it  appeared  to  be  fact,  he 
deceived  him. 

1 1 .  But  then,  as  to  the  sacred  images,  he 
bid  him  search  for  them ;  and  when  Laban  ac- 
cepted of  the  offer,  Rachel,  being  informed  of 
it,  put  those  images  into  that  camel's  saddle 
on  which  she  rode,  and  sat  upon  it;  and  said, 
that  her  natural  purgation  hindered  her  rising 
up :  so  Laban  left  off  searching  any  farther, 
not  supposing  that  his  daughter  in  su-h  cir- 
cumstances would  approai-h  to  those  images. 
So  he  made  a  league  with  Jacob,  and  bound 
it  by  oaths,  that  he  would  not  bear  him  any 
malice  on  account  of  what  had  happened;  and 
Jacob  made  the  lite  league,  and  promised  to 
love  Lallan's  daughters.  And  these  leagues 
they  confirmed  with  oaths  also,  which  they 
made  upon  certain  mounlaiiis,  whereon  they 
erected  a  pillar,  in  the  form  of  an  altar: 
whence  that  hill  is  called  Gilead ;  and  from 
thence  they  call  that  Ijnd  the  Land  of  Gilead 
at  this  dav.  Now  when  they  had  feasted, 
after  the  making  of  the  league,  Labaii  returned 
borne. 
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CONCERNING    THE    MEETING   OF   JACOB    AND 

ESAD. 


§  1.  Now  as  Jacob  was  proceeding  on  his 
journey  to  the  land  of  Cana.in,  an jeU  appeared 
to  hiiii',  and  suggested  to  him  good  hope  of 
his  future  condition;  and  that  pUce  he  named 
the  Camp  of  God.  And  being  desirous  of 
knowing  what  his  brother's  intentions  were  to 
faim.  he  sent  messengers,  to  give  him  an  exact 
account  of  every  thing,  as  being  afraid,  on 
account  of  the  enmities  between  them.  He 
chargeil  those  that  were  sent,  to  say  to  Esau, 
"  Jucob  had  thought  it  wrong  to  live  toge- 
ther with  him,  while  he  was  in  anger  against 
him,  and  so  had  gcine  out  of  the  country  ; 
«ul  that  he  now,  thiukiiig  the  length  of  time 


'  of  his  absence  must  have  made  up  their  dif- 
ferences, was  returning;  that  he  brought  with 
him  iis  wives,  and  his  children,  mth  what  pos- 
sessions he  had  gotten ;  and  delivered  himself, 
with  what  was  most  dearto  him,  into  his  hands; 
and  should  think  it  his  greatest  happiness  to 
partake  together  with  his  brother  of  what  God 
bad  bestowed  upon  him."     So  these  messen- 
gers told  him  this  message.      Upon   which 
Esau  was  very  glad,  and  met  his  brother  with 
four   hundred   men.      And  Jacob,  when   he 
heard  that  he  was  coming  to  meet  him  with 
such  a  number  of  men,  was  greatly  afraid: 
however,  he  committed  his  hope  of  deliver- 
ance to  God;  and  considered  how,  in  his  pre- 
sent circumstances,  he  might  preserve  himself 
and  those  that  were  with  him,  and  overcome 
his  enemies  if  they  attacked  him  injuriously. 
He   therefore   distributed  his  company  into 
parts;  some  he  sent  before  the  rest,  and  the 
others  he  ordered  to  come  close  behind,  that 
so  if  the  first  were  overpowered  when  his  bro- 
ther attacked  them,  they  might  have  those  that 
followed  as  a  refuge  to  fly  unto.     And  when 
he  had  put  his  company  in  this  order,  he  sent 
some  of  them  to  carry  presents  to  his  brother. 
The  presents  were  made  up  of  cattle,  and  a 
great  number  of  four-footed  beasts,  of  many 
kinds,  such  as  would  be  very  acceptable  to 
those  that  received  them,  on  account  of  their 
rarity.    Those  who  were  sent  went  at  certain 
intervals  of  space  asunder,  that,  by  following 
thick  one  after  another,  they  might  appear  to 
be  more  numerous;    that  Esau  might  remit 
of  his  anger  on  account  of  these  presents, 
if  he   were  still  in  a  passion.     Instructions 
were  also  given  to  those  that  were  sent  to 
speak  cently  to  him. 

2.  When  Jacob  had  made  these  appoint- 
ments all  the  dav,  and  night  came  on,  he  moved 
on  with  his  company;  and,  as  they  were  gone 
over  a  certain  river  called  Jabboc,  Jacob 
was  left  behind ;  and  meeting  with  an  angel 
he  wrestled  with  him,  the  angel  beginning  the 
struggle;  but  he  prevailed  over  the  angel, 
who  used  a  voice,  and  spake  to  bim  in  words, 
exhorting  him  to  be  pleased  with  what  had 
happened  to  him,  and  not  to  suppose  that  his 
victory  was  a  small  one.  but  that  he  had  over- 
come a  divine  angel,  and  to  esteem  the  vie- 
torv  as  a  sign  of  great  blessings  that  should 
come  to  him ;  and  that  his  offspring  should 
never  fail ;  and  that  no  man  should  he  too 
hard  for  his  power.  He  also  commanded  him 
to  be  called  Israel,  which  in  the_  Hebrew 
tongue  signifies  one  that  struggled  with  the  di- 
vine angel'  These  promises  were  made  at  the 
prayer  of  Jacob;  for  when  he  perceived  him 
to  be  the  angel  of  God,  he  desired  he  would 
signify  to  him  what  should  befal  him  hereafter. 


•  Perhaps  this  may  be  the  proper  meaning  of  the 
word  Israi-l.  by  ihe  present  and  the  old  Jerusalem  analogy 
of  the  Hebrew  toosue.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  renam 
that  the  Hellenijls  of  the  Brst  century,  in  Egypt  an* 
elsewhere,  inlerpreted  Israel  to  be  a  man  ueing  God,  as 
b  evident  from  the  argument  forecited. 
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And  when  the  angel  had  said  what  is  before 
related,  he  disappeared ;  but  Jacob  was  pleased 
with  these  things,  and  named  the  place 
Phanuel  which  signifies  the  face  of  God.  Now 
when  he  felt  pain,  by  this  struggling,  upon 
his  broad  sinew,  he  abstained  from  eating  that 
sinew  himself  afterward;  and  for  his  sake  it 
is  still  not  eaten  by  us. 

3.  When  Jacob  understood  that  his  bro- 
ther was  near,  he  ordered  his  wives  to  go  be- 
fore, each  by  herself,  wilh  the  baiulmaids,  that 
they  might  see  the  actions  of  the  men  as  they 
were  fighting,  if  Esau  were  so  disposed.  He 
then  went  up  to  his  brother  Esau,  and  bowed 
dottii  to  him,  who  had  no  evil  design  upon 
him,  but  saluted  him;  and  asked  him  about 
the  company  of  the  children  and  of  the  wo- 
men; and  desired,  when  be  had  understood  all 
he  wanted  to  know  about  them,  that  he  would 
go  along  with  him  to  their  father;  but  Jacob 
pretending  that  the  cattle  were  weary,  Esau 
returned  to  Seir,  for  there  was  his  place  of 
habitation;  he  having  named  the  place  Rough- 
ness, firom  his  own  hairy  roughness. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

CONCEKNING  THE  VIOLATION  OF  DINa's 
CHASTITY. 


§  1.  Heeeupon  Jacob  came  to  the  place,  till 
this  day  called  Tents  ( Succoth) ;  from  whence 
he  went  to  Sbechem,  which  is  a  city  of  tl>e 
Canaanites.  Now  as  the  Shechemites  were 
keeping  a  festival,  Dina,  who  was  the  only 
daughter  of  Jacob,  went  into  the  city  to  see 
the  finery  of  the  women  of  that  country.  But 
when  Shechem,  the  son  of  Hamor  the  king, 
saw  her,  he  defiled  her  by  violence;  and,  be- 
ing greatly  in  love  with  her,  desired  of  bis  la- 
ther that  he  would  procure  tlie  damsel  to  him 

for  a  wife: to  which  desire  be  condescended, 

and  came  to  Jacob,  desiring  him  to  give  leave 
that  his  son  Sheehem  might,  according  to  law, 
marry  Dina.  But  Jacob,  not  knowing  how 
to  deny  the  desire  of  one  of  such  great  dig- 
nity, and  yet  not  thinking  it  lawful  to  marry 
his  daughter  to  a  stranger,  entreated  him  to 
give  hiui  leave  to  have  a  consultation  about 
what  he  desired  him  to  do.  So  the  king  went 
away,  in  hopes  that  Jacob  would  grant  him 
this  marriage.  But  Jacob  informed  his  sons 
of  the  defilement  of  their  sister,  and  of  the 
address  of  Hamor;  and  desired  them  to  give 
their  advice  what  they  should  do.  Upon  this, 
the  greatest  part  said  nothing,  not  knowing 
what  advice  to  give.  But  Simeon  and  Levi, 
the  brethren  of  the  damsel  by  the  same  mo- 
ther, agreed  between  themselves  upon  the 
action  following:  It  being  now  the  time  of  a 
festival, when  the  Shechemites  were  emplojed 
in  ease  and  feasting,  they  fell  upon  the  watch 
when  they  were  asleep,  and,  coming  into  the 


BOOK   I 


city,  slew  all  the  males  ;*  as  also  the  king  an^ 
lis  son  with  them;  but  spared  the  women 
and  when  they  had  done  this  without  theil 
father's  consent,    they   brought   away   theil 
sister. 

2.  Now  while  Jacob  was  astonished  at  th» 
greatness  of  this  act,  and  was  severely  blamini; 
his  sons  for  it,  God  stood  by  him,  and  hid  him 
be  of  good  courage;  but  to  purify  his  tents, 
and  to  offer  those  >acrifices  w  hich  lie  had  vowed 
to  offer  when  he  went  first  into  Mesopotamia, 
and  saw  his  vision.  As  he  was  therefore 
purifi  ing  his  followers,  he  lighted  upon  the 
gods  of  L:iban  (for  he  did  not  before  know  they 
were  stolen  bv  Rachel);  and  he  hid  them  m 
the  earth,  under  an  oak,  in  Shechein ;  and  de- 
parting thence,  he  offered  sacrifice  at  Bethel, 
the  place  where  he  saw  his  dream,  when  h« 
went  first  into  Mesopotamia. 

3.  And  when  he  was  gone  thence,  and  was 
come  over-against  Ephriita,  he  there  buried 
Rachel,  who  died  in  child-bed ;  she  was  the 
only  one  of  Jacob's  kinilred  that  had  not  the 
honour  of  burial  at  Hebron ;  and  when  he  had 
mourned  for  her  a  great  while,  he  called  the 
son  that  was  born  of  her  Benjamin, f  because 
of  the  sorrow  the  mother  had  with  him.  The>-e 
are  all  the  children  of  Jacob,  twelve  males 
and  one  female;  — of  them  eight  were  legiti- 
mate, viz.  six  of  Lea,  and  two  of  Rachel ;  and 
four  w  ere  of  the  handmaids,  two  of  each ;  all 
whose  names  have  been  set  down  already. 


CHAPTER  XXIL 

HOW  ISAAC  DIED,  AND  WAS  BUEIED  INHEBBOS. 

Fbom  thence  Jacob  came  to  Hebron,  a  citj 
situate  among  the  Canaanites  ;  and  there  it 
was  that  ls.iac  lived:  and  so  they  lived  toge- 
ther for  a  little  while ;  for  as  to  Rebeka,  Ja- 
cob did  not  find  her  alive.  Isaac  also  died 
not  long  after  the  coming  of  his  son  ;  and 
was  buried  by  bis  sons,  with  his  wife,  in  He- 
bron, where  thev  had  a  monument  belonging 
to  them  from  their  forefathers.      Now  Isaac 

.  Of  Ihis  slauffhter  of  Ilie  ShechemitfJ  by  Simeon  and 
Levi,  see  Auth.  Rec  Pari  1.  p.  M.  418,  4:i2— 139-  Bui 
why  Joseplius  has  omitted  the  cirrumcision  of  these 
ShrchiMiiites.  as  the  oe.asioii  of  thoir  death;  and  of  Ja- 
cob's crcat  grief,  as  in  Ibe  Testament  ol  Levi,  i  5. 1  can. 

°°+  Since  Benoni  si^nilres  Ihr  son  of  my  torr.n.,  and 
Benjamin  U,e  son  ./■  rfoys.  or  one  b«rn  m  He  Jathfr  s  o(a 
o./e  (Gen.  xliv.  20.),  1  saspe<-t  Josephus's  present  copies 
ta  be  here  imperfect;  and  I  suppose  that,  ...  correspon- 
dence  to  other  copies,  he  wrote  that  Rachel  called  bel 
SOD'S  name  Benoni;  b..I  his  father  called  hunBeojamm. 
Oen.mv.  18.  Asfor  Uenjjmin.ascommonlyexplaineil, 
the  sm  "/■  the  riuhl  ha«d.  it  makes  no  sense  at  all,  an« 
»;cms  lobe  a  crires  modem  error  only.  The  >amantan 
always  writes  this  ..ame  tn.ly  Benjamun,  w()ich  P'»bably 
i«  here  of  the  same  siu-nification,  only  w.lh  the  Chaldee 
termination  ,n.  inslead  of  B«  in  the  Htbrcw,  as  we  pro. 
nounca  Chernb...  or  Cherubim  ind.Berenlly.  Accord- 
ini;ly.  both  the  lestament  of  Uenjam.n  (sccl.  2,  P-  •<"'). 
and  P/i./o  de  ,\om...um  Mulaluii'  (p-  IftaO).  wnte  A. 
name  Uen>amin :  bul  explain  it  noH*«  »«  o/  t*«  •»-»- 
hand,  but  1A«  son  o/dayu 
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was  a  man  \vho  was  beloved  of  God,  and  was  i  be  exceeding  old;  for  when  he  had  lived  vir- 
voiichsafed  great  instances  of  providence  by  tuouslv  one  hundred  and  eigbty-iive  years,  he 
God,  after  Abraham  his  father,  and  Uved  to  |  then  died. 
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CONTAINING  THE  INTERVAL  OP  TWO  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY  TBARS* 


FROM  THE  DEATH  OF  ISAAC  TO  THE  EXODUS  OUT  OF  EGYPT. 


CHAPTER  I. 

now  ESAU  AND  JACOB,  ISAAC's  SONS,  DIVIDED 
THEIR  habitations;  AKD  ESAU  POSSESSED 
IDUMEA,  AND  JACOB  CANAAN. 

§  1.  After  the  death  of  Isaac,  his  sons  di- 
vided their  habitations  respectively;  nor  did 
(hey  retain  what  they  had  before ;  but  Ksau 
departed  from  the  city  of  Hebron,  and  left  it 
to  his  brother,  and  dwelt  in  Seir,  and  ruled 
over  Iduniea.  He  called  the  country  by  that 
name  from  himself,  for  he  was  named  Adorn; 
which  appellation  he  got  on  the  following  oc- 
casion:—  One  day  returning  from  the  toil  of 
hunting  very  hutij^y  (it  was  when  he  was  a 
child  ill  ago),  he  lighted  on  his  brother  when 
he  wa<  ^ttingrcidy  lentile-pottage  forhisdin- 
ncr,  which  was  of  a  very  red  colour;  on  which 
arcount  he  the  more  earnestly  longed  for  it, 
and  desired  bim  to  give  him  some  of  it  to 
eat:  but  he  made  advantaj,'e  of  his  brother's 
hunger,  and  forced  bim  to  resign  up  to  him 
his  birthright;  and  he,  being  pinched  with 
famine,  resigned  it  up  to  him,  under  an  oath. 
Whence  it  came,  that,  on  account  of  the  red- 
ness of  this  pottage,  he  was,  in  way  of  jest, 
by  his  contemporaries,  called  Adorn,  for  the 
Hebrews  call  what  is  red  Adorn;  and  this 
was  the  name  given  to  this  country:  but  the 
Greeks  gare  it  a  more  agreeable  pronuncia- 
tion, and  named  it  Idumea. 

2.  He  became  the  father  of  five  sons;  of 
whom  Jaus,  and  Jalomus,  and  Coreus,  were 
by  one  wife,  whose  name  was  Alibama;  but 
of  the  rest,  Aliphaz  was  born  to  him  by  Ada, 
and  Raguel  by  Basemmath:  and  these  were 
the  sons  of  Esau.  Aliphaz  had  five  legiti- 
mate sons:  Tberaan,  Omer,  Saphus,  Go- 
tham, and  Kanaz;  for  Amalek  was  not  legi- 
timate, but  by  a  concubine,  whose  name  was 
Tbamna.  These  dwelt  in  that  part  of  Idu- 
mea which  is  ciUeil  Gebalitis,  and  that  deno- 
minated from  Amalek,  Amalfkitis;    for  Idu- 


1  raea  was  a  large  country,  and  did  then  pre- 
serve the  name  of  the  whole,  while  in  its  seve- 
ral parts  it  kept  the  names  of  its  peculiar 
inhabitants. 


CHAPTER  II. 

HOW  JOSEPH,  THE  YOUNGEST  OP  JACOB's 
SONS,  WAS  ENVIED  BY  HIS  BHETHKEN, 
WHEN  CERTAIN  DREAMS  HAD  FORESHOWN 
HIS  FUTURE  HAPPINESS. 

§  1.  It  happened  that  Jacob  came  to  so  great 
happiness  as  rarely  any  other  person  bad  ar- 
rived at.  He  was  richer  than  the  rest  of  the 
inhabitants  of  that  country;  and  was  at  once 
envied  and  admired  for  such  virtuous  sons, 
for  they  were  deficient  in  nothing,  but  were 
of  great  souls,  both  for  labouring  with  their 
hands  and  enduring  of  toil;  and  shrewd  also 
in  understanding;  and  God  exorcised  such  a 
providence  over  bim,  and  such  a  care  of  his 
happiness,  as  to  bring  him  the  greatest  bless- 
ings, even  out  of  what  appeared  to  be  the 
most  sorrowful  condition;  and  to  make  him 
the  cause  of  our  forefathers*  departure  out  ot 
Egypt,  him  and  his  posterity.  The  occasion 
was  this:  —  AVhen  Jacob  had  his  son  Joseph 
born  to  him  by  Rachel,  his  father  loved  him 
above  the  rest  of  his  sons,  both  because  of  the 
beauty  of  his  body,  and  the  virtues  of  his 
mind;  for  he  excelled  the  rest  in  prudence. 
This  affection  of  his  father  excited  the  envy 
and  the  hatred  of  his  brethren;  as  did  also 
his  dreams  which  he  saw,  and  related  to  his 
f -ther  and  to  them,  which  foretold  his  future 
Iiappiness,  it  being  usual  with  mankind  to 
envy  their  very  nearest  relations  such  their 
prosperity.  Now  the  visions  which  Joseph 
saw  in  his  sleep  were  these:  — 

2.    When  they  were  in  the  middle  of  har- 
vest, and  Joseph  was  sent  by  his  father,  wilh 
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hU  brethren,  to  gather  the  fruits  of  the  earth, 
be  saw  a  nsion  in  a  dream,  but  greatly  ex- 
ceeding the  accustomary  appearances  that 
come  when  we  are  asleep;  which,  when  be 
was  got  up,  he  told  his  brethren,  that  they 
might  judge  what  it  portended.  He  said,  he 
saw  the  last  night,  that  his  wheat-sheaf  stood 
still  in  the  place  where  be  set  it,  but  that  their 
sheaves  ran  to  bow  down  to  it,  as  servants 
bow  down  to  their  masters;  but  as  soon  as  they 
perceived  the  vision  foretold  that  he  should 
obtain  power  and  great  wealth,  and  that  his 
power  should  be  in  opposition  to  them,  they 
gave  no  interpretation  of  it  to  Joseph,  as  if 
the  dream  were  not  by  them  understood :  but 
they  prayed  that  no  part  of  what  they  sus- 
pected to  be  its  meaning  might  come  to  pass; 
and  they  bare  a  still  greater  hatred  to  him  on 
that  account. 

3.  Bnt  God,  in  opposition  to  their  envy, 
sent  a  second  vision  to  Joseph,  which  was 
much  more  wonderful  than  the  former;  for 
it  seemed  to  him  that  the  stm  took  with  him 
the  moon  and  the  rest  of  the  stars,  and  came 
down  to  the  earth,  and  bowed  down  to  him. 
He  told  this  vision  to  his  father,  and  that,  as 
suspecting  nothing  of  ill-will  from  his  breth- 
ren, when  they  were  there  also,  and  desired 
him  to  interpret  what  it  should  signify.  Kow 
Jacob  was  pleased  with  the  dream ;  for,  con- 
sidering the  prediction  in  bis  mind,  and 
shrewdly  and  wisely  guessing  at  its  meaning 
be  rejoiced  at  the  great  things  thereby  signi- 
fied, because  it  declared  the  future  happiness 
of  his  son;  and  that,  by  the  blessing  of  God 
the  time  would  come  when  he  should  be  ho- 
noured, and  thought  worthy  of  worship  by  his 
parents  and  brethren,  as  guessing  that  the 
moon  and  ?un  were  like  his  mother  and  fa- 
ther ;  the  former,  as  she  that  gave  increase 
and  nourishment  to  all  things,  and  the  latter, 
he  that  gave  form  and  other  powers  to  them; 
and  that  the  stars  were  like  his  brethren, 
since  they  were  eleven  in  number,  as  were 
the  stars  that  receive  their  power  from  the 
sun  and  moon. 

4.  And  thus  did  Jacob  make  a  judgment 
of  this  vision,  and  that  a  shrewd  one  also; 
bnt  these  interpretations  caused  very  great 
grief  to  Joseph's  brethren;  and  they  were 
atfected  to  him  hereupon  as  if  he  were  a  cer- 
tain stranger  that  was  to  have  those  good 
things  which  were  signified  by  the  dreams, 
and  not  as  one  that  was  a  brother,  with  whom 
it  was  probable  they  should  be  joint  partakers; 
and  as  they  had  been  pirtners  in  the  same 
parentage,  so  should  they  be  of  the  same 
happiness.  They  also  resolved  to  kill  the 
hid ;  and  having  fully  ratified  that  intention 
of  theirs,  as  soon  as  their  collection  of  the 
fruits  was  over,  they  went  to  Shechem,  which 
is  a  country  good  for  feeding  of  cattle,  and 
for  pasturatre;  there  they  fed  their  Hocks 
without  acquctiiitiiit:  their  father  with  their 
removal  thiiber;    whereupon  he  had  melan- 


choly suspicions  about  them,  as  being  igno- 
rant of  his  sons'  condition,  and  receiving  no 
messenger  from  the  flocks  that  could  inform 
him  of  the  true  state  they  were  iii;  so,  because 
he  was  in  great  fear  about  them,  he  sent  Jo- 
seph to  the  flocks,  to  learn  the  circumstances 
his  brethren  were  in,  and  to  bring  bim  word 
how  they  did. 


CH.4.PTER  III. 

BOW  JOSEPH  WAS  THUS  SOLD  BT  HIS  BBETH- 
BEJJ  INTO  EGYPT,  BY  REASON  OP  THEIB 
HATRED  TO  HIM;  AND  HOW  HE  THERE 
GREW  FAMOUS  AND  ILLLSTRIOUS,  AND  HAD 
HIS  BRETHREN  CNDEK  HIS  POWER, 

§  1.  Now  these  brethren  rejoiced  as  soon  as 
they  saw  their  brother  coming  to  them,  not 
indeed  as  at  the  presence  of  a  near  relation, 
or  as  at  the  presence  of  one  sent  by  their  fa- 
ther, hut  as  at  the  presence  of  an  enemy,  and 
one  that  by  divine  providence  was  delivered 
into  their  hands;  and  they  already  resolved 
to  kill  him,  and  not  let  shp  the  opportunity 
that  lay  before  them ;  but  when  Reubel,  the 
eldest  of  them,  saw  them  thus  disposed,  and 
that  they  had  agreed  together  to  execute  their 
purpose,  he  tried  to  restrain  them,  showing 
them  the  heinous  enterprise  they  were  going 
about,  and  the  horrid  nature  of  it ;  that  this 
action  would  appear  wicked  in  the  eight  of 
God,  and  impious  before  men,  even  though 
they  should  kill  one  not  related  to  them,  but 
much  more  flagitious  and  detestable  to  appear 
to  have  slain  their  own  brother ;  by  \i  hich 
act  the  father  must  be  treated  unjustly  in  the 
son's  slaughter,  and  the  mother'  also  be  in 
perplexity  while  she  laments  that  her  son  is 
taken  away  from  her,  and  this  not  in  a  na- 
tur.ll  way  neither.  So  he  entreated  them  to 
have  a  regard  to  their  own  consciences,  and 
wisely  to  consider  what  mischief  would  tietide 
them  upon  the  death  of  so  good  a  child,  and 
their  youngest  brother;  that  they  would  also 
fear  God,  who  was  already  both  a  spectator 
and  a  witness  of  the  designs  they  had  against 
their  brother ;  that  he  would  love  them,  if 
they  abstained  from  this  act,  and  j-ielded  to 
repentance  and  amendment ;  but  in  case  they 
proceeded  to  do  the  fact,  all  sorts  of  punish- 
ments would  overtake  them  from  God  for 
this  murder  of  their  brother,  since  they  pol- 
luted his  providence,  which  was  everywhere 
present,  and  which  did  not  overlook  what  was 
done,  either  in  deserts  or  in  cities;  for  where- 
soever a  man  is,  there  ought  he  to  suppose 

•  We  may  here  obserre,  tliat  in  correspondence  to 
Josepb^s  second  dream,  wbicfa  implied  that  his  mother, 
who  was  then  alive,  as  well  as  bis  father,  should  come 
and  bow  down  to  him,  Josephus  repiesents  her  here  aa 
still  alive  after  she  was  dead,  for  the  decorum  of  the 
dream  that  foretold  it;  as  the  interprelaiion  of  the  dream 
does  also  in  all  oar  copies.    Gen.  xxxrii  10. 
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that  God  is  also.     He  told  them  ferther,  that 
their  consciences  would  be  their  enemies,  it 
they  attempted  to  go  through  so  wicked  an 
enterprise,  which  they  can  never  avoid,  whether 
it  be  a  good  consdence,  or  whether  it  be  such  ] 
a  one  as  they  will  have  within   them   when 
once  they  have  killed  their  brother.      He  also 
ailded  this  besides  to  what  he  bad  before  said, 
that  it  was  not  a  righteous  thing  to  kiU  a 
brother,  though  be  had  injured  them;  that  it 
is  a  good  thing  to  forget  the  actions  of  such 
near   friends,    even    in   things   wherein    they 
might  seem  to  have  offended  ;    but  that  they 
were    going    to    kill  Joseph,  who   had   been 
guilty  of  nothing  that  was  ill  towards  them, 
in  whose  case  the  infirmity  of  his  small  age 
should  rather  procure  him  mercy,  and  move 
them  to  unite  together  in  the  care  of  his  pre- 
servation; that  the  cause  of  kiUing  hira  made 
the  act  itself  much  worse,  while  they  deter- 
mined to  take  him  off  out  of  envy  at  his  fu- 
ture prosijerity,  an  equal  share  of  which  they 
would  naturally  partake  while  he  enjoyed  it, 
since  they  were  to  him  not  strangers,  but  the 
nearest  relations,  for  they  might  reckon  upon 
wh»t   God    bestowed   upon  Joseph    as    their 
own;  and  that  it  was  tit  for  them  to  believe, 
that  the  anger  of  God  would  for  this  cause  be 
more  severe  upon  them,  if  they  slew  bim  who 
was  ii>dged  by  God  to  be  worthy  of  that  |,ros- 
pcrity  which  was  to  be  hoped  for;  and  while, 
by  murdering  him,  tl.uy  iiKule  it  impossible 
for  God  to  bestow  it  upon  bim. 

2     Ueul>cl   said    these,   and    many   other 
things,    and    used    entreaties    to    them,    and 
thereby  endeavoured  to  divert  them  from  the 
murder  of  their  brother;   but  when  he  saw 
that  his  discourse  had  not  moUilied  them  at 
all    and  that  thev  made  haste  to  do  the  fact, 
he  advised  them  to  alleviate  the  w.ckcducss 
tUey  were  going  about,  in  the  manner  of  tak- 
i,...  Joseph  off;  for  as  he  had  exhorted  them 
lir"st,  when  they  were  going  to  revenge  them- 
selves, to  be  dissuaded  from  doing  it,  so,  since 
the  sentence  fur  killing  their  brother  had  pre- 
vailed he  said  that  they  would  not,  however, 
be  so  grossly  guilty,  if  they   would  be  per- 
suaded  to   follow  his  present  advice,   which 
would  include  «hat  they  were  so  ea,^er  about, 
but  was  not  so  very  bad,  but,  in  the  distress 
thev  were  in,  of  a  lighter  nature      He  begged 
of  them,  therefore,  not  to  kill  their  brothe. 
with  their  own  hands,  but  to  cast  him  into 
the  pit  that  was  hard  by.  and  so  to  let  h.m 
die,  by  which  they  would  gain  so  much,  that 
they  would  not  defile  their  own  bands  with 
his   blood.      To  this  the  young  men/ead.ly 
a-recd ;  so  Reubel  took  the  lad  and  tied  him 
to  a  cord,  and  let  him  down  gently  into  the 
nit    f6r  it  had  no  water  at  all  in  it ;    who, 
when  he  had  done' this,  went  his  w-ay  to  seek 
for  such  pasturage  as  was  fit  for  feeding  his 

"3    But  Judas,  being  one  of  Jacob's   sons 
also',  seeing  some  .Arabians,  of  the  posterity 


of  Ismael,  carrying  spices  and  Syrian  wares 
out  of  the  land  of  Gilead  to  the  Egyptians, 
after  Reubel  was  gone,  advised  his  brethren 
to  draw  Joseph  out  of  the  pit,  and  sell  him 
to  the  Arabians;  for  if  be  should  die  among 
strangers  a  great   way   off,   they   should  be 
freed    from    this    barbarous    action.       This, 
therefore,  was  resolved  on;  60  they  drew  Jo- 
seph up  out  of  the  pit,  and  sold  him  to  the 
merchants  for  twenty  pounds."     He  was  now 
seventeen  years  old :   but  Reubel,  coming  in 
the  night-time   to  the  pit,  resolved  to  save 
Joseph,  without  the  privity  of  his  brethren; 
and  when,  upon  his  calling  to  him,  he  made 
no  answer,  he  was  afraid  that  they  had  de- 
stroyed him  after  he  was  gone;    of  which  he 
complained  to  his  brethren ;  but  when  they 
had  told  him   what  they  had  done,  Reubel 
left  off  his  mourning. 

4    When  Joseph's  brethren  had  done  thus 
to  him,  they  considered  what  they  should  do 
to  escape  the  suspicions  of  their  father.     Now 
they  had  taken  away  from  Joseph  the  coat 
which  he  had  on  when  be  came  to  them  at 
the  time  tbey  let  him  down  into  the  pit;    so 
they  thought  proper  to  tear  that  coat  to  pieces, 
and  to  dip  it  into  goafs  blood,  and  then  to 
carry  it  and  show  it  to  their  father,  that  be 
might    believe    he    was   destroyed    by    wild 
beasts;    and    when   they  had   so  done,  tbey 
Ciime  to  the  old  man,  but  this  not  till   what 
had  happened  to  "lis  son  had  already  come  to 
his    knowledge.      Then   they  said  t  lat  tbey 
had  not  seen  Joseph,  nor  knew  what  mishap 
had  befallen  him,  but   tluit    they  h^id  foun.l 
his  coat  bloody   and   torn  to  pieces,  whence 
they  had  a  suspicion  that  he  had  fallen  among 
wild  beasts,  and  so  perished,  if  that  was  the 
coat  he  had  ou  when  he  cuine  from   home. 
Now  Jacob  had  before  some  better  hopes  that 
his  son  was  only  made  a  captive;  but  now  he 
kid  aside  that  notion,  and  supposed  that  tins 
coat  was  an  evident  argument  that  he  was 
dead,  for  he  well  remembered  that  this  was 
the  coat  he  had  on  when  he  sent  him  to  his 
brethren;  so  he  hereafter  lamented  the  lad  as 
now  dead,  and  as  if  he  had  been  the  father  of 
no  more  than  one,  without  taking  any  com- 
fort in  the  rest ;  and  so  he  was  also  affected 
with  his  misfortune  before  he  met  with  Jo- 
seph's brethren,  when  he  also  conjectured  that 
Joseph   was   destroyed   by   wild  beasts.      He 
sat  down  also   clothed   in   sackcloth   and  in 
heavy  affliction,  insomuch  that  he  found  no 
ease  when  his  sons  comforted  him,  neither  did 
his  pains  remit  by  length  of  time 


las  the  true  nuaibM  »nd  true  .am,  cannot  therefore 
now  be  known. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


CONCIBNING  THE  SIGNAL  CHASTITY  OJ 
JOSEPH. 

§  1.  Now  Potiphar,  an  Egyptian,  who  was 
chief  cook  to  king  Pharaoh,  bought  Joseph 
of  the  merchants,  who  sold  him  to  him.  He 
had  him  in  the  greatest  honour,  and  taught 
him  the  learning  that  became  a  free  roan, 
iiiid  gave  him  leave  to  make  use  of  a  diet 
better  than  was  allotted  to  slaves.  He  in- 
busted  also  the  care  of  his  house  to  him.  So 
he  enjoyed  these  advantages,  yet  did  not  he 
h'ave  that  virtue  which  he  had  before,  upon 
such  a  change  of  his  condition;  but  he  de- 
monstrated that  wisdom  was  able  to  govern 
t!ie  uneasy  passions  of  life,  in  such  as  have  it 
in  reality,  and  do  not  only  put  it  on  for  a 
show,  under  a  present  state  of  prosperity. 

2.  For  when  his  master's  wife  was  fallen 
in  love  with  him,  both  on  account  of  his 
beauty  of  body  and  his  dexterous  management 
of  aBFairs;  and  supposed,  that  if  she  should 
make  it  known  to  him,  she  could  easily  per- 
suade him  to  come  and  lie  with  her,  and  that 
he  would  look  upon  it  as  a  piece  of  happy  for- 
ttme  that  his  mistress  should  entreat  him,  as 
regarding  that  state  of  slavery  he  was  in,  and 
not  his  moral  character,  which  continued  after 
his  condition  was  changed:  so  she  made 
known  her  naughty  inclinations,  and  spake 
to  him  about  lying  with  her.  However,  he 
rejected  her  entreaties,  not  thinking  it  agree- 
able to  religion  to  yield  so  far  to  her,  as  to 
do  what  would  tend  to  the  affront  and  injury 
of  him  that  purchased  him,  and  had  vouch- 
safed him  so  great  honours.  He,  on  the  con- 
triry,  exhorted  her  to  govern  that  pas.«ion; 
and  laid  before  her  the  Impos^^ibility  of  her 
obtaining  her  desires,  which  he  thought  might 
be  conquered,  if  she  had  no  liope  of  succeed- 
ing: and  he  said,  that  as  to  himself,  he  would 
endure  any  thing  whatever  before  he  would 
be  persuaded  to  it;  for  although  it  was  fit 
for  a  slave,  as  he  was,  to  do  nothing  contrary 
to  his  mistress,  he  might  well  be  excused  in  a 
case  where  the  contradiction  was  to  such  sort 
of  commands  only.  But  this  opposition  of 
Joseph,  when  she  did  not  expect  it,  made  her 
still  more  violent  in  her  love  to  him;  and  as 
she  was  sorely  beset  with  this  naughty  pas- 
sion, so  she  resolved  to  compass  her  'design 
by  a  second  attempt. 

3.  When,  therefore,  there  was  a  public  fes- 
tival coming  on,  in  which  it  was  the  custom 
for  women  to  come  to  the  public  solemnity, 
she  pretended  to  her  husband  that  she  was 
sick,  as  contriving  an  opportunity  for  solitude 
and  leisure,  th.it  she  might  entreat  Joseph 
ag;iin;  which  opportunity  being  obtained,  she 
nsed  more  kind  words  to  him  than  before  ; 
and  said  that  it  had  been  good  for  him  to 
have  yielded  to  ber  tirst  solicitiUion,  and  to 


have  given  her  no  repulse,  both  because  of  the 
reverence  he  ought  to  bear  to  her  dignity  who 
solicited  him,  and  because  of  the  vehemence 
of  her   passion,  by   which   she  was   forced, 
though  she  were  hjs  mistress,  to  condescend 
beneath  her  dignity;  but  that  he  may  now, 
by  taking  more  prudent  advice,  wipe  off  the 
imputation  of  his  former  folly ;   for,  whether 
it  were  that  he  expected  the  repetition  of 
her  solicitations  she  bad  now  made,  and  that 
with  greater  earnestness  than  before,  for  that 
she  had  pretended  sickness  on  this  very  ac- 
count, and  had  preferred  his  conversation  be- 
fore the  festival  and  its  solemnity;  or  whether 
he  opposed  her  former  discourses,  as  not  be- 
lieving she  could  be  in  earnest,  she  now  gave 
him  sufficient  security,  by  thus  repeating  her 
application,  that  she  meant  not  in  the  least 
by  fraud  to  impose  npon  him;    and  assured 
him,  that  if  he  complied  with  her  affections, 
he  might  expect  the  enjoyment  of  the  advan- 
tages he  already  had;  and  if  he  were  submis- 
sive to  her,  he  should  have  still  greater  ad- 
vantages; but  that  he  must  look  for  revenge 
and  hatred  from  her,  in  case  he  rejected  her 
desires,  and  preferred  the  reputation  of  chas- 
tity before  his  mistress;    for  that  he  would 
gain  nothing  by  such  procedure,  because  she 
would  then  become  his  accuser,  and  would 
falselv  pretend  to  her  husband  that  he  had 
attempted   her   chastity;    and  that  Potiphar 
would  hearken  to  her  words  rather  than  to 
his,  let  his  be  ever  so  agreeable  to  the  truth. 
4.   When  the   woman   had  said  thus,  and 
even  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  neither  did  pity 
dissuade  Joseph  from  his  chastity,  nor  did 
fear   compel   him  to  a  compliance  with  her; 
but  he  opposed  her  solicitations,  and  did  not 
yield  to  her  threatenings,  and  was  afraid  te 
do   an   ill   thing,  and   chose  to  undergo  the 
sharpest  punishment  rather  than  to  enjoy  his 
present  advantages,  by  doing  what  his  own 
conscience  knew  would  justly  deserve  that 
he    should   die   for  it.     He  also  put  her  in 
mind  that  she  was  a  married  woman,  and  that 
she  ought  to  cohabit  with  her  husband  only ; 
and  desired  her  to  suffer  these  ctmsiderations 
to  have  more  weight  with  her  than  the  short 
pleasure    of  lustful    dalliance,    which    would 
bring  her  to  repentance   afterwards,   would 
cause  trouble  to  her,  and  yet  would  not  amend 
what    had    been    done  amiss.      He  also  sug- 
gested to  her  the  fear  she  would  be  in  lest  they 
should  be  caught ;  and  that  the  advantage  o* 
concealment   was    uncertain,    and    that    only 
while  the  wickedness  was  not  known  [would 
there  be  any  quiet  for  them]:    but  that  she 
might  have  the  enjoyment  of  her  husband's 
company  without  any  danger:    and  he    told 
her,  that  in  the  company  of  her  husband  she 
might  have  great  boldness  from  a  good  con- 
science, both    before    God    and  before  men; 
nay,  that  she  would  act  better  like  his  mistress, 
and  make  use  of  her  authority  over  him  better 
'.  while  she  persisted  in  her  chastity,  than  when 
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tbey  were  both  ashamed  for  what  wickedness 
they  had  been  guilty  of;  and  that  it  is  much 
better  to  depend  on  a  good  life,  well  acted, 
'and  known  to  have  been  so,  than  upon  the 
hopes  of  the  concealment  of  evil  practices. 

5.  Joseph,  by  saving  this,  and  more,  tried 
to  restrain  the  violent  passion  of  the  woman, 
and  to  reduce  her  affections  wilhin  the  rules 
of  reason  ;  but  she  grew  more  ungovernable 
and  earnest  in  the  matters  and  since  she  des- 
paired of  persuading  him,  she  laid  her  hands 
upon  him,  ami  had  a  mind  to  force  him.  But 
as  soon  as  Joseph  bad  got  away  from  her  an- 
ger, leaving  also  bis  garment  with  her,  for  be 
left  that  to  her,  and  leaped  out  of  her  chamber, 
she  was  greatly  afraid  lest  he  should  discover 
her  lewdness  to  her  husband,  and  greatly  trou 
bled  at  the  affront  be  had  offered  her;  so  she 


was  a  modest  woman,  and  condemning  Joseph 
as  a  wicked  man,  he  threw  him  into  the  male- 
factors' prison;  and  had  a  still  higher  opinion 
of  bis  wnfe,  and  bare  her  witness  that  she  was 
a  woman  of  a  becoming  modesty  and  chastity. 


CHAPTER  V.  .  i 

WHAT  THINGS  BEFELL  JOSEPH  IN  PEIEOW. 

5  I.  Now  Joseph,  commending  all  his  affairs 
to  God,  did  not  betake  himself  10  make  his 
defence,  nor  to  give  an  account  of  the  exact 
circumstatices  of  the  fact,  but  silently  under- 
went the  bonds  and  the  distress  he  was  in, 
tirmlv    believing    that   CJud.   who   knew   the 


lolved  to  be  beforehand   with  him,  and  to    cause  of  hisaffliction  and  the  truth  of  the  fact, 


accuse  Joseph  falsely  to  Potiphar,  and  by  that 
means  to  revenge  herself  on  him  for  his  pride 
and  contempt  of  her;  and  she  thought  it  a 
wise  thing  in  herself,   and   also  becoming  a 
woman,  thus  to  prevent  his  accusation.      Ac- 
cordingly she  sat  sorrowful  and  in  confusion, 
framing  herself  so  hj  pocritically  and  angrily, 
that   the   sorrow,   which  w.as   really  for   her 
being  disappointed  of  her  Inst,  might  appear 
to  be  for  the  attempt  upon  her  chastity;  so 
that  when  her  husband  came  home,  and  was 
disturbed  at  the  sight  of  her,  and  inquired 
what  was  the  cause  of  the  disorder  she  was  in, 
she   began  to  accuse  Joseph:   and,   *' O  hus- 
band," said  she,  "  niay»t  thou  not  live  a  day 
longer    if  thou  dost  not  punish   the  wicked 
slave  who  has    desired  to  defile  thy  l>cd;  who 
has  neither  minded  who  he  was  when  he  came 
to  our  house,  so  as  to  behave    himself  with 
modesty;  nor  has  he  been   mindful  of  what 
favours  he  bad  received  from  thy  bounty  (ua 
he  must  be  an  ungrateful  man  indeed,  unless 
he.  in  every  respect,  carry  himself  in  a  man- 
ner agreeable  to  us):   this  man,  I  say,  laid  a 
private  design  to  abuse  thy  wife,  and  this  at 
the  time  of  a  festival,  observing  when  thou 
wouldst  be  absent.      So  tb:it  it  now  is  clear 
that  his  modesty,  as  it  appeared  to  be  formerly, 
was  only  because  of  the  restraint  be  was  in 
out  of  fear  of  thee,  but  that  he  was  not  really  of 
a  good  disposition.     This  has  been  occasioned 
by  his  being  advanced  to  honour  beyond  what 
he  deserved,  and  what  he  hoped  for;  insomuch 
that  he  concluded,  that  he  who  was  deemed 
fit  to  be  trusted  with  thy  estate  and  the  govern- 
ment of  thy  family,  and  was  preferred  above 
thy  eldest  servants,  might  be  allowed  to  touch 
thy  wife  also."     Thus  when   she   had  ended 
her  discourse,  she  showed  him    his  garment, 
as  if  he  then  left  it  with  her  when  he  attempted 
to  force  her.      But   Potiphar  not  being  able 
to  disbelieve  what  bis  wi  e's  te  irs  showed,  and 
what  bis  wife  said,  and  what  he  saw  hin.self. 
and  being  seduced  by  his  love  to  his  wife,  did 
not  set  himself  :4l>out  the  exam  n;»tion  of  the 
truth;  but.  taking  it  for  granted  that  his  wife 


would  be  more  powerful  than  those  that  in- 
flicted the  punishments  upon  him:  —  a  prooi 
ot  whose  providence  he  quickly  received  :  for 
the  keeper  of  the  prison  taking  notice  of  bis 
care  and  fidelity  in  the  affairs  he  had  set  him 
about,  and  the  dignity  of  bis  countenance, 
relaxed  his  bonds,  and  thereby  made  his  heavy 
cabimity  lighter,  and  more  supportable  to 
him  :  he  also  permitted  him  to  make  use  of 
a  diet  better  than  that  of  the  rest  of  the  pri- 
soners. Now,  as  his  fellow-prisoners,  when 
their  hard  labours  were  over,  fell  to  discours- 
ing one  among  another,  as  is  usual  in  such  as 
are  equal  sufferers,  and  to  inquire  one  of  ano- 
ther, what  were  the  occasions  of  their  being 
condemned  to  a  prison:  among  them  the 
king's  cup-bearer,  and  one  that  bad  been  res- 
pected by  him,  was  put  in  bonds,  on  the  king's 
anger  at  him.  This  man  was  under  the  same 
bonds  with  Joseph,  and  grew  more  familiiir 
with  him ;  and  upcm  his  observing  that  Joseph 
had  a  better  understanding  than  the  rest  had, 
he  told  him  of  n  dream  he  had,  and  desired  he 
would  interpret  its  meaning,  complaining  that, 
besides  the  atflictions  be  underwent  from  the 
king.  God  did  also  add  to  him  trouble  from 
bis  dreams. 

■2.  He  therefore  said,  that  in  his  sleep  he 
savv  three  clusters  of  grapes  hanging  upon 
three  branches  of  a  vine,  large  already,  and 
ripe  for  gathering ;  and  that  he  squeezed 
them  into  a  cup  which  the  king  held  in  his 
hand:  and  when  he  bad  strained  the  wine, 
he  gave  it  to  the  king  to  drink,  and  that  he 
received  it  from  him  with  a  pleasant  counte- 
nance. This,  he  said,  was  what  he  saw;  and 
he  desired  Joseph.  th;it  if  he  had  any  portion 
o  undrrstandiiig  in  such  matters,  he  would 
tell  him  what  this  vision  foretold:  —  who  bid 
him  be  of  good  cheer,  and  expect  to  be  loosed 
from  his  bonds  in  three  days'  time,  because 
the  king  desired  his  service,  and  was  about  to 
restore  him  to  it  ag:<in;  for  he  let  him  know 
that  God  bestows  the  fruit  of  the  vine  upon 
men  for  good;  which  wine  is  poured  out  to 
him.  and  is  the  pledge  of  fidelity  and  mutual 
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eonfidrince  among  men  ;  and  puts  an  end  rfo 
their  quarrels,  takes  away  passion  and  ^ef 
out  of  the  minds  of  them  that  use  it,  and  makes 
them  cheerful.  "  Thou  sayest  that  thou  didst 
squeeze  this  wine  from  three  clusters  of  grapes 
with  thine  hands,  and  that  the  king  received 
it :  know,  therefore,  that  this  vision  is  for  tliy 
good,  and  foretells  a  release  from  thy  present 
distress  within  the  same  number  of  days  as 
the  branches  had  whence  thou  gatheredst  thy 
grapes  in  thy  sleep.  However,  remember 
what  prosperity  I  have  foretold  thee  when 
thou  hast  found  it  true  by  experience  ;  and 
when  tbou  art  in  authority,  do  not  overlook  us 
in  this  prison,  wherein  thou  wilt  leave  us  when 
thou  art  pone  to  the  place  we  have  foretold; 
for  we  are  not  in  prison  for  any  crime ;  but 
for  the  sake  of  our  virtue  and  sobriety  are  we 
condemned  to  suffer  the  penalty  of  malefac- 
tors, and  because  we  are  not  w  illing  to  injure 
him  that  has  thus  distressed  us,  though  it  were 
for  our  own  pleasure."  The  cup-bearer,  there- 
fore, as  was  natural  to  do,  rejoiced  to  hear  such 
an  interpretation  of  his  dream,  and  waited  the 
completion  of  what  had  been  thus  shown  him 
beforehand. 

3.  But  another  servant  there  was  of  the 
king,  who  had  been  chief  baker,  and  was  now 
bound  in  prison  with  the  cup-bearer;  he  also 
was  in  good  hope,  upon  Joseph's  interpre- 
tation of  the  other's  vi.sion,  for  he  had  seen  a 
dream  also;  so  he  desired  that  Joseph  would 
tell  him  what  the  visions  he  bad  seen  the 
night  before  might  mean.  They  were  these 
that  follow: — "  Jlethought,"  says  be,  "  I 
carried  three  baskets  upon  my  head;  two  were 
full  of  loaves,  and  the  third  full  of  sweatmeats 
and  olher  eatables,  such  as  are  prepared  for 
kings;  but  that  the  fowls  caine  flying,  and 
cat  them  all  up,  and  had  no  regard  to  my  at- 
tempt to  drive  them  away ;  " — and  he  expected 
a  prediction  like  to  that  of  the  cup-bearer. 
But  Joseph,  considering  and  reasoning  about 
the  dream,  said  to  him,  that  he  would  willingly 
be  an  interpreter  of  good  events  to  him,  and  not 
of  such  as  his  dre.im  denounced  to  him ;  but  he 
told  him  that  he  had  only  three  days  in  all  to 
live,  for  that  the  [three]  baskets  signify, that  on 
the  third  day  he  should  be  crucified,  and  de- 
voured by  fowls,  while  he  was  not  able  to  help 
himself.  Now  both  these  dreams  had  the  same 
several  events  that  Joseph  foretold  they  should 
have,  and  this  to  both  the  parties;  for  on  the 
third  day  before  mentioned,  when  the  king  so- 
lemnized his  birth-day,  he  crucified  the  chief 
baker,  but  set  the  butler  free  from  his  bonds, 
and  restored  bim  to  his  former  ministration. 

4.  But  God  freed  Joseph  from  his  confine- 
ment, after  be  had  endured  his  bonds  two 
years,  and  had  received  no  assistance  from 
the  cup-bearer,  who  did  not  remember  what 
he  had  said  to  him  formerly;  and  God  con- 
trived this  method  of  deliverance  for  him. 
Pharaoh  the  king  had  seen  in  his  sleep  the 
eame  evening  two  visions;    and  after  them 


had  the  interpretations  of  them  both  given 
him.  He  had  forgotten  the  latter,  but  re- 
tained the  dreams  themselves.  Being  there- 
fore troubled  at  what  he  had  seen,  for  it 
seemed  to  him  to  be  all  of  a  melancholy  na- 
ture, the  next  day  he  called  together  the 
wisest  men  among  the  Egyptians,  desiring  to 
learn  from  them  the  interpretation  of  hij 
dreams.  But  when  they  hesitated  about  them, 
the  king  was  so  much  the  more  disturbed. 
And  now  it  was  that  the  memory  of  Joseph, 
and  his  skill  in  dreams,  came  into  the  mind 
of  the  king's  cup-bearer,  when  he  saw  the 
confusion  that  Pharaoh  was  in ;  so  he  came 
and  mentioned  Joseph  to  him,  as  also  the 
vision  he  had  seen  in  prison,  and  how  the 
event  proved  as  he  had  said ;  as  also  that  the 
chief  baker  was  crucified  on  the  very  same 
day ;  and  that  this  also  happened  to  him  ac- 
cording to  the  interpretation  of  Joseph.  That 
Joseph  himself  was  laid  in  bonds  by  Potipbar, 
who  was  his  head  cook,  as  a  slave ;  but,  he 
said,  he  was  one  of  the  noblest  of  the  stock 
of  the  Hebrews;  and  said  farther,  his  father 
lived  in  great  splendour.  "  If,  therefore, 
tbou  wilt  send  for  him,  and  not  despise  him 
on  the  score  of  his  misfortunes,  thou  wilt 
learn  what  thy  dreams  signify."  So  the 
king  commanded  that  they  should  bring  Jo- 
seph into  his  presence ;  and  those  who  received 
the  command  came  and  brought  him  with 
them,  having  t^ken  care  of  his  habit,  that  it 
might  be  decent,  as  the  king  bad  enjoined 
them  to  do. 

5.  But  the  king  took  him  by  the  hand; 
and,  '*  O  young  man,"  says  he,  "  for  my  ser» 
vant  bears  witness  that  thou  art  at  present  the 
best  and  most  skilful  person  I  can  consult 
with ;  vouchsafe  me  the  same  favours  which 
thou  bestowcdst  on  this  servant  of  mine,  and 
tell  me  what  events  they  are  which  the  visions 
of  my  dreams  foreshow;  and  I  desire  thee  to 
suppress  nothing  out  of  fear,  nor  to  flatter 
me  with  lying  words,  or  with  what  may  please 
nie,  although  the  truth  should  be  of  a  melan. 
choly  nature.  For  it  seemed  to  me  that,  as  I 
walked  by  the  river,  I  saw  kine  fat  and  very 
large,  seven  in  number,  going  from  the  river 
to  the  marshes;  and  other  kine  of  the  same 
number  like  them,  met  them  out  of  the 
marshes,  exceeding  lean  and  ill-favoured, 
which  ate  up  the  fat  and  the  large  kine,  and 
yet  were  no  better  than  before,  and  not  less 
miserably  pinched  with  famine.  After  I  had 
seen  this  vision,  I  awaked  out  of  my  sleep ; 
and  being  in  disorder,  and  considering  with 
myself  what  this  appearance  should  be,  I  fell 
asleep  again,  and  saw  another  dream,  much 
more  wonderful  than  the  foregoing,  which 
still  did  more  affright  and  disturb  me:  —  I 
saw  seven  ears  of  corn  growing  out  of  one 
root,  havmg  their  heads  borne  down  by  the 
weight  of  the  grains,  and  bending  down  with 
the  fruit,  which  was  now  ripe  and  fit  for  reap, 
ing;  and  near  these  I  saw  seven  other  earn 
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of  corn,  roea^e  and  weak,  for  want  of  rain, 
which  fell  to  eating  and  consuming  those  that 
were  tit  for  reaping,  and  put  me  into  great 
astonishment." 

6.  To  which  Joseph  replied:  "Thisdream,*' 
said  he,  **0  king,  although  seen  under  two 
forms,  signifies  one  and  the  same  event  of 
things;  for  when  thou  sawest  the  fat  kine, 
which  is  an  animal  made  for  the  plough  and 
for  labour,  devoured  by  the  worse  kine,  and 
the  ears  of  corn  eaten  up  by  the  smaller  cars, 
they  foretell  a  famine,  and  want  of  the  fruits 
of  the  earth  for  the  s^ime  number  oC-years, 
nnd  equal  with  thuse  uhen  Kt^^ypt  was  in  a 
happy  state;  and  tliis  fo  lar,  thiil  the  pltnty 
of  these  years  will  bo  spent  in  the  s;ime  num- 
ber of  years  of  scarcit.,  and  thtit  s<\ircjty  of 
necessary  provisions  will  be  very  ditTicult  to 
be  corrected;  as  a  sign  whereof,  the  ill-fa- 
voured kine,  when  I  hey  had  devoured  the 
better  sort,  could  not  be  satisfied.  13ut  still 
God  furcshows  what  is  to  come  upon  men, 
not  to  grieve  them,  but  that,  when  they  know 
it  beforehand,  they  may  by  prudence  make 
the  actual  ex[)erience  of  what  is  ioretold  the 
more  tolerable.  If  thou,  therefore,  carefully 
dispose  of  tlie  plentiful  crops  which  will  come 
in  the  former  years,  thou  wilt  procure  that 
ibe  future  calamity  will  not  be  felt  by  the 
Egyptians." 

7.  Hereupon  the  king  wondered  at  the 
discretion  and  wisdom  of  Joseph;  and  asked 
him  by  what  means  he  might  so  dispense  the 
foregoing  plentiful  crops,  in  llie  happy  years, 
us  to  make  the  miserable  crops  more  tolerable. 

^Joseph  then  added  this  his  udvicu:  To  spare 
the  good  crops,  and  not  permit  the  Egyptians 
to  spend  them  luxuriously;  but  to  reserve 
what  they  would  have  spent  in  luxury  beyond 
their  necessity,  against  the  time  of  want.  He 
also  exhorted  him  to  take  the  corn  of  the  hus- 
bandmen, and  give  them  only  so  nnuh  us  will 
be  sufficient  f^ir  their  food.  Accordingly 
Pharaoh  being  surprised  at  Joseph,  not  only 
for  his  interpretatio!!  of  the  dream,  but  for 
the  counsel  he  had  given  him,  entrusted  him 
with  dispensing  the  rorn;  with  power  to  do 
what  he  thought  would  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people  of  Egypt,  and  fur  the  benefit  of 
the  king,  as  believing  that  be  who  first  disco- 
vered this  method  of  aciing,  would  prove  the 
best  overseer  of  it.  But  Jo.-eph  having  this 
power  given  him  by  the  king,  with  leave  to 
make  use  of  his  seal,  and  to  wear  purple, 
drove  in  his  chariot  throuf^h  all  the  land  of 
Ei^ypt,  and  took  the  corn  of  the  husbandmen,* 
allotting  as  much  to  every  one  as  would  be 
sufficient  for  seed  and  for  food,  but  without 
discovering  to  any  one  the  reason  w  hy  he  did 

80. 
*  That  ia,  booght  it  for  Pharaoh  at  &  rery  low  pric«. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

HOW  JOSEPH,  WHEN'  HE  WAS  BECOME  PAMOn0 
IN  EGYPT,  HAD  HIS  BRETHREN  IN  80BJEC« 
TION. 

§  1.  Joseph  was  now  grown  up  to  thirty 
years  of  age,  and  enjoyed  great  honours  from 
the  king,  who  oilled  him  P^othom  Phanech, 
out  of  regard  to  bis  prodigious  degree  of 
wisdom;  for  that  name  denotes  the  reveaUr 
of  Kccrets.  He  also  married  a  wife  of  very 
high  quality;  for  he  married  the  daughter  of 
Pctephrcs.t  one  of  thi-  priests  of  Heliopolis: 
she  was  a  virgin,  and  her  name  was  Asenatb. 
By  her  he  had  children  before  the  scarcity 
came  on;  Manasseh,  the  elder,  which  signi- 
fies forgetful^  because  his  present  happiness 
made  him  forget  bis  former  misfortune^;  and 
Ephraim,  the  younger,  which  signifies  restored^ 
because  he  was  restoreii  to  the  freedom  of 
his  forefathers.  Now  after  Egypt  had  hap- 
pily passed  over  seven  years,  according  to  Jo- 
sepbs  interpretation  of  the  dreams,  the  famine 
came  upon  them  in  the  eighth  year;  and  be- 
cause this  misfortune  fell  upon  them  when 
they  had  no  sense  of  it  beforehand, J  they 
were  all  sorely  afflicted  by  it.  and  came  run- 
ning to  the  king's  gates;  and  he  called  upon 
Joseph,  who  sold  the  corn  to  them,  being  be- 
come confessedly  a  saviour  to  the  whole  mul- 
titude of  the  Egyptians.  Nor  did  he  open 
this  market  of  corn  for  the  people  of  that 
country  only,  but  strangers  bad  liberty  to 
buy  also;  Joseph  beh)g  willing  that  all  men, 
who  are  naturally  akin  t^  one  another,  should 
have  assistance  from  those  that  lived  in  happi- 
ness. 

2.  Now  Jacob  also,  when  he  understood 
that  foreigners  might  come,  sent  all  his  sons 
into  Egypt  to  buy  corn;  for  the  land  of  Ca- 
naan was  grievously  afflicted  with  the  famine, 
and  this  great  misery  touched  the  whole  con- 
tinent. He  only  retained  Benjamin,  who 
was  born  to  him  by  Rachel,  and  was  of  the 
same  mother  with  Joseph.  These  sons  of 
Jacob  then  came  into  Egypt,  and  applied 
themselves  to  Joseph,  wanting  to  buy  corn; 
for  nothing  of  this  kind  was  done  without  hi;* ' 
approbation,  since  even  then  otdy  was  thd 
honour  that  was  paid  the  king  himself  advan- 

+  This  Potiphar,  or.  as  Josfphos,  Petrphres,  who  was 
now  a  priest  uf  On,  or  Heliopulis,  is  tlie  sanxr  name  in 
Joftephus.  and  perhaps  in  Mo^rs  also,  wUh  him  who  is 
before  ralleil  head  cooV.  or  capfain  of  the  pinril,  and  to 
whom  Jovph  was  sold.  See  tien.  xxxvit  S.i,  xxxix.  1, 
wilh  xli.  JO.  They  are  also  aHJntied  to  he  one  and  tho  • 
same  person  in  the  TentanieiU  or' Jutepti  {».  IH),  for  he  is 
{  there  said  to  have  married  ibe  daughter  nf  his  masterand 
mistress.  Nor  is  this  a  notion  pecjliar  to  that  trtta- 
metit,  biit,  as  Dr.  Bernard  conl'esses  (note  on  Antiq  b  ii. 
ch  iv.  s.  1),  Common  to  Josephus.  to  the  Septuagiot  in 
t^rrpreters  aod  to  other  learned  Jews  of  uld  time. 

t     I  his  entire    ignorance   ol    the    Kcyplians  of  these 

years  of  bmine  belore  Ihey  camt-.  told  us  before,  as  vcell 

'  as  here  (rhap.  v.  sect  71,  hy  Josephus,  seems  to  be  aU 

I  most  iocredible.    It  is  in  do  other  copy  that  I  know  oL 
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tageoua  to  the  persons  ttat  paid  it,  when  they 
took  care  to  honour  Joseph  also.  Now  when 
he  well  knew  his  brethren, they  thought  nothing 
of  him;  for  he  was  but  a  youth  when  he  left 
them,  and  was  now  coroe  to  an  age  so  much 
greater,  that  the  lineaments  of  bis  face  were 
changed,  and  he  was  not  known  by  them  : 
besides  this,  the  greatness  of  the  dignity 
wherein  he  appeared,  suffered  them  not  so 
much  OS  to  suspect  it  was  he.  lie  now  made 
trial  what  sentiments  they  had  about  affairs  of 
the  greatest  consequence;  for  be  refused  to  sell 
them  corn,  and  said  they  were  come  as  spies 
of  the  king's  affairs;  and  that  they  came 
from  several  countries,  and  joined  themselves 
together,  and  pretended  that  they  were  of 
kin,  it  not  being  possible  that  a  private  man 
should  breed  up  so  many  sons,  and  those  of 
so  great  beauty  of  countenance  as  they  were, 
such  an  education  of  so  many  children  being 
not  easily  obtained  by  kings  themselves. 
Now  this  he  did  in  order  to  discover  what 
concerned  his  father,  and  what  happened  to 
him  after  his  own  departure  from  him,  and  as 
desiring  to  know  what  was  become  of  Benja- 
min his  brother;  for  he  was  afraid  that  they 
had  ventured  on  the  like  wicked  enterprise 
against  him  that  they  had  done  to  himself, 
and  had  taken  him  off  also. 

3,  Now  these  brethren  of  his  were  under 
distraction  and  terror,  and  thought  that  very 
great  danger  hung  over  them;  yet  not  at  all 
reflecting  upon  their  brother  Joseph,  and 
standing  firm  under  the  accusations  laid 
again!>t  them,  tbey  made  iheir  defence  by 
Reubel,  the  eldest  of  them,  who  now  became 
their  spokesman:  *' Wtf  come  not  hither," 
said  he,  "with  any  unjust  design,  nor  in 
order  to  bring  any  harm  to  the  king's  affairs; 
we  only  want  to  be  preserved,  as  supposing 
your  humanity  might  be  a  refuge  for  us  from 
the  miseries  which  our  country  labours  under, 
we  having  heard  that  you  proposed  to  sell 
corn,  not  only  to  your  own  countrymen,  but  to 
strangers  also,  and  that  you  determined  to 
allow  that  corn,  in  order  to  preserve  all  that 
want  it;  but  that  we  are  brethren,  and  of  the 
s^inie  common  blood,  the  peculiar  lineaments 
of  our  faces,  and  those  not  so  much  different 
from  one  another,  plainly  show.  Our  father's 
name  is  Jacob,  an  Hebrew  man,  who  had 
twelve  of  US  for  his  sons  by  four  wives;  which 
iwelvc  of  us,  while  we  were  all  alive,  were  a 
happy  family;  but  when  one  of  our  brethren, 
whose  name  was  Joseph,  died,  our  affairs 
changed  for  the  worse;  for  our  father  could 
not  forbear  to  make  a  long  lamentation  for 
'him ;  and  we  are  in  affliction,  both  by  the 
calamity  of  the  death  of  our  brother,  and  the 
miserable  state  of  our  aged  father.  W'e  are 
now,  then-fore,  come  to  buy  corn,  h  iving  in- 
trusted the  care  of  our  father,  and  t!io  provi- 
sion for  our  family,  lo  Benjamin,  our  yonng- 
est  brother;  and  if  thou  sendesC  to  our  bouse, , 


thou   roayest  learn  whether  we  are  guilty  •- 
the  least  falsehood  in  what  we  say.'" 

4.  And  thus  did  Reubel  endeavour  to  per* 
suade  Joseph  to  have  a  better  opinion  of  them. 
But  when  he  bad  learned  from  them  that  Ja. 
cob  was  alive,  and  that  his  brother  was  not 
destroyed  by  them,  he  for  the  present  put  them 
in  prison,  as  intending  to  examine  more  into 
their  affairs  when  he  should  be  at  leisure. 
But  on  the  third  day  he  brought  them  out, 
and  said  to  them,  "  Since  you  constantly 
affirm  that  you  are  not  come  to  do  any  harm 
to  the  king's  affairs;  that  you  are  brethren, 
and  the  sons  of  the  father  whom  you  named, 
you  will  satisfy  me  of  the  truth  of  what  you 
say,  if  you  leave  one  of  your  company  with 
me,  who  shall  suffer  no  injury  here;  and  if, 
when  ye  have  carried  corn  to  your  father,  you 
will  come  to  roe  again,  and  bring  your  bro- 
ther, whom  you  say  you  left  there,  along  with 
you,  for  this  shall  be  by  me  esteemed  an  as- 
surance of  the  truth  of  what  you  have  told 
me."  Hereupon  they  were  in  greater  grief 
than  before;  they  wept,  and  perpetually  de- 
plored one  among  another  the  calamity  of  Jo- 
seph; and  said,  "  They  were  fallen  into  this 
misery  as  a  punishment  inflicted  by  God  for 
what  evil  contrivances  they  ha<l  against  him." 
And  Reubel  was  large  in  his  reproaches  oi 
them  for  their  too  late  repentance,  whence  no 
profit  arose  to  Joseph;  and  earnestly  exhorted 
them  to  bear  with  patience  whatever  they  suf- 
fered, since  it  was  done  by  God  in  way  of  ptm- 
ishment,  on  his  account.  Thus  they  spake 
to  one  another,  not  imagining  that  Joseph  nn- 
derstood  their  language.  A  general  sadncs:9 
also  seized  on  them  at  Reubel's  words,  and  a 
repentance  for  what  they  had  done;  and  they 
condemned  the  wickedness  they  had  perpetra- 
ted, for  which  they  judged  they  were  justlv 
punished  by  God.  Now  when  Joseph  saw  that 
they  were  in  this  distress,  he  was  so  affected 
at  it  that  he  fell  into  tears,  and,  not  being 
willing  that  they  should  take  notice  of  him,  he 
retired;  and  after  a  while  came  to  them  again, 
and  taking  Symeon,*  in  order  to  his  being  a 
pledge  for  his  brethren's  return,  he  bid  them 
take  the  corn  they  had  bought,  and  go  their 
way.  He  also  commanded  his  steward  pri- 
vily to  put  the  money  which  they  had  brought 
with  them  for  the  purchase  of  corn  into  their 
sacks,  and  to  dismiss  them  there\vith;  who 
did  what  he  was  commanded  to  do. 

5.  Now  when  Jacob's  sons  were  come  into 
the  land  of  Canaan,  tbey  told  their  father  what 
bad  happened  to  them  in  Egypt,  and  that  they 
were  taken  to  have  come  thither  as  spies  upon 
the  king;  and  how  they  said  they  were  bre- 
thren, and  had  left  their  eleventh  brother  with 
their  father,  but  were  not  believed;  and  how 

•^1  he  reason  why  Symeon  mijjht  be  8elM:»ed  out  of 
the  rest  for  Joseph's  prijuner,  is  pt.iin  in  the  T*st:iuiet>t 
of  Synieun,  viz.  thai  he  w;!fl  one  of  the  biUerrsl  o(  ail 
Joseph's  brethren  a-:'ii>M  him,  "it.  2;  whirh  uppeara 
also  in  part  by  the  Test^oient  of  Zabulon,  sect  ;>- 
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they  bad  left  Symeon  «nth  the  governor,  un- 
til  Berijiimin  should  go  thither,  and  be  a  tes- 
timonial of  the  truth  of  what  they  had  said: 
und  they  begged  of  their  father  to  fear  nothing, 
but  to  send  "the  lad  along  with  them.      But 
Ja.-ob  waj  not  pleased  «ith  any  thing  his  sons 
had  done;  and  he  took  the  detention  of  Sy- 
meon heinously,  and  thence  thought  it  a  fool- 
ish thing  to  give  up  Benjamin  also.      Neither 
(lid  he  vield  to  llenbel's  persuasion,  though  he 
begged'it  of  him ;  and  gave  leave  that  thegrand- 
fathcr  might,  in  way  of  requital,  kill  his  own 
sons,  in  case  any  harm  came  to  Benjamin  m 
the  journey.  Sothey  were  distressed,  and  Knew 
not  what  to  do:  nay,  there  was  another  acci- 
dent that  still  disturbed  them  more,— the  mo- 
ney that  was  found  hidden  in  their  sacks  of  corn. 
Yet  when  the  corn  they  had  brought   failed 
them,  and  when  the  famine  still  afflicted  them, 
and  necessity  forced  them,  Jacob  did*  [not] 
still  resolve  to  send  Benjamin  with  his  breth- 
ren,  although   there    was   no   returning   into 
E-ypt   unless  they  came  with  what  they  had 
pi'cmiised.      Now  the    misery  growing  every 
day  worse,  and  his  sons  begging  it  of  him,  he 
hail  no  other  cour.^e  to  take  in  his  present  cir- 
cumstances.     And  Judas,  who  was  of  a  bold 
temper  on  other  occasions,  spake  his  mind  very 
freely  to  him:   "  That  it  did  not  become  hnii 
to  be  afraid  on  account  of  his  son,  nor  to  sus- 
pect the  worst,  as  he  did;   for  nothing  could 
be  done  to  his  son  but  by  the  appointment  of 
God,  which  must  also  for  certain  come  to  pass, 
though  he  were  at  home  with  him;    that  he 
ought  not  to  condemn  them  to  such  manifest 
destruction  ;  nor  deprive  them  of  that  plenty  of 
food  thev  might  b  ive  from  I'baraoh,  by  his  un- 
reasonable fe;tr  about  his  son    Beiij.imin,  but 
ought  to  take  care  of  the  preservation  of  Sy- 
meon. lest,  by  attempting  to  hinder  Benjamin's 
journey,  Symeon  should  perish.    He  exhorted 
him  to' trust  God  for  him;  and  said  he  would 
either  bring  his  son  hack  to  him  safe,  or  toge- 
ther with  his,  lose  his  own  life."   So  that  Jacob 
was  at  length  persuaied,  and  delivered  Benj  i- 
inin  to  them,  with  the  price  i,f  the  corn  dou- 
bled ;  he  also  sent  presents  to  Joseph  of  the 
fruits  of  the  land  of  Canaan  ;  balsam  and  ro-;n, 
asalsoturpcntineandhoney.t  Now tbeir father 
shed  many  tears  at  the  dep.irture  of  his  sons, 
as  well  as  themselves.    His  concern  was,  that  he 
might  receive  them  back  again  safe  after  their 
journey;    and   their   concern   was,  that  they 
might  find  their  father  well,  and  no  way  afflicted 
v.'ith  grief  for  them.  And  this  lamentation  last- 
ed a  >vhole  dav ;  so  that  the  old  man  was  at  last 
tired  with  grief,  and  staid  behind;    but  they 
went  on  their  was'  for  Egypt,  endeavouring  to 
mitigate  their  gri-f  for  their  present  misfor- 
tunes, with  the  hopes  of  better  success  herealter. 
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•  The  cohertnce  seems  lo  me  to  s''ow  thit  the  "'e*- 
tive  p.irtir,le  is  here  waiuins,  which  1  have  supuheil  iii 
biackels;  ao'l  I  i^onder  none  Ijave  hilherto  suspected 
lliAl  it  imshc  to  he  supplieil. 

+  or  the  precious  hulajm  of  J  odea,  and  the  turpentine, 
Ke  tht  nuleuu  .\ntiq.  h.viii.  cli.  sect.  6 


6.   As  soon  as  they  came  into  Egypt,  they 
were  brought  down  to  Joseph:    but  here  no 
small  fear  disturbed  them,  lest  they  should  be 
accused  about  the  price  of  the  corn,  as  if  they 
had  cheated  Joseph.     They  then  maile  a  long 
apologv  to  Joseph's  steward;    and  told  him, 
that  when  thev  came  home  they  tonnd  the  ra.i- 
nev  in    their  sacks,  and  that  they  had  now 
brmight  it  along  with  Ihein.      He  saul  he  did 
not  know  what  thev  meant:— so  they  W'crc 
delivered  from  that  R-ar.      And  when  he  had 
loosed  Symeon,  and  put  him  into  a  handsome 
habit,  be'sutfered  him  to  be  with  his  brethrcii ; 
at  which  time  Joseph  came  from  his  attend- 
ance on  the  king.      So  they  offered  him  their 
presents;  and  upon  his  putting  the  question 
to  them  about  their  father,  tbeyanswered,  that 
they  found  him  well.      He  also,  upon  his  dis- 
coverv  that  Benjamin  was  alive,  asked  whether 
this  was  their  vounger  brother?    for  he  bad 
seen  him.      Whereupon  they  said  he  was:  he 
replied    that  the  God  over  all  was  his  protec- 
tor.   But  when  his  affection  to  him  made  hun 
shed  fears,  he  retired,  desiring  he  might  not 
be  seen  in  that  i.light  by  his  brethren.    Then 
Joseph  took  them  to  supper,  and  they  were  set 
down  ill  the  same  order  as  they  used  to  sit  at 
their    father's    table.      And  although  Joseph 
treated   them   all  kindly,  yet  did  he  send  a 
mess  to  Benjamin  that  was  double  to  what 
the  rest  of  the  guests  had  for  their  shares. 

7.   Now  when  after  supper  they  h:id  com- 
i  posed  themselves  to  slo-p,  Joseph  commanded 
his  steward  both  to  give  them  their  measurcB 
1  of  corn,  and  to  bide   its  price  again  in  their 
I  <acks;  and  that  withiO  they  shoJd  put  mto 
Benjamins  sack  the  golden  cup,  out  of;  which 
he  loved  himself  to  drink:  — which  things  he 
did   in  order  to  make  trial  of  his  brethren, 
whether  thev  would  stand  by  Benjamin  when 
be  should  be'accused  of  having  stolen  the  cup, 
and  should  appear  to  be  in  danger;  or  wliethtjr 
they  would  leave  him,  and,  depending  on  their 
own  innocei.cy,  go   to   their  father  w'^ithout 
him.— Wheu  the  servant  had  done  as  he  \ya3 
l.iilden,  the  sons  of  Jacob,  knowing  nothing 
of  all  this,  went  their  way,  and  took  Symeon 
.along  with  them,  and  had  a  double  cause  of 
joy,  both  because  thev  had  received  him  again, 
and  because  they  took  back  Benjamin  to  their 
father,  lus  thev  had  promised.      But  presently 
a  troop  of  horsemen  encompassed  them,  and 
brought  with  them  Joseph's  servant,  who  bad 
put    the    cup    into   Benjamin's   sack.      Upon 
which  unexpected  attack  of  the  horsemen  they 
were  much  disturbed,  and  asked  what  the  rea- 
son was  that  thev  came  thus  upon  men,  who 
a  little  before  had  been  by  their  lord  thought 
worthy  of  an  honourable  and  hospitable  re- 
ception 1   They  replied,  by  calling  them  wick- 
e.l  wretches,  who  had  forgot  that  very  hospi- 
table and  kind  treatment  which  Joseph  had 
given  them,  and  did  not  scruple  to  be  injun- 
1  ous  to  him,  and  to  carry  off  that  cup  out  of 
which  he  had  in  so  friendly  a  manner,  drank 
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to  thcio,  andnot  regardingtheir  friendship  with 
Joseph,  no  more  thaa  the  danger  they  should 
be  in  if  they  were  taken,  in  comparison  of  the 
unjust  gain.     Hereupon   lie   threatened  that 
they  should  be  punished ;  for  though  they  bad 
escaped  the  knowledge  of  him  who  was  but 
a  servant,  yet  had  they  not  escaped  the  know- 
ledge <if  God,  nor  hailgone  off  with  what  they 
bul  stolen;  and  after  all,  asked  why  we  come 
upon  them  ?   as  if  they  knew  nothing  of  the 
matter:    and  he  told  them  that  tbey  should 
inmiediaU-U    know    it    by  their  punishment. 
This,  and  'more  of  the  same  nature,  did  the 
servant  say,  in  way  of  reproach  to  them:  but 
they  being  wholly  ignorant  of  any  thing  here 
that  concerned  them,  laughed  at  what  he  said ; 
and  wondered  at  the  abusive  language  which 
the  servant  gave  them,  when  he  was  so  hardy 
as  to  accuse  those  who  did  not  before  so  much 
as  retain  the  price  of  their  corn,  which  was 
found   ill  their  sacks,  but  brought  it  again, 
though  nobody  else  knew  of  any  such  thing, — 
so  far  were  tbey  from  offering  any  injury  to 
Joseph  voluntarily.     Hut  still,  supposing  that 
a  search  would  be  a  more  sure  justification  of 
themselves  than  their  own  denial  of  the  fact, 
they  bid  him  search  them,  and  that  if  any  of, 
them  had  been  guilty  of  the  theft,  to  punish 
them  all;  for  being  no  way  conscious  to  them- 
selves of  any  crime,  they  spake  with  assurance, 
and,  as  they  thought,  without  any  danger  to 
themseives  also.     The  servants  desired  there 
might  be  a  search  made;  but  they  said  the, 
punishment  should  extend  to  him  alone  who  I 
should  be  found  guilty  of  the  theft.     So  they 
made  the  search ;  and,  having  searched  all  the 
rest,  they  came  last  of  all  to  Benjamin,  as  ^ 
knowing  it  was  Benjamin's  sack  in  which  they  : 
had  hidden  the  cup,  they  laving  indeed  searched 
the   rest  only    for  a   show  of  accuracy:    so, 
the  rest  were  out  of  fear  for  themselves,  and  ' 
were  now  only  concerned  about  Benjamin,  but 
still  were  well  assured  that  he  would  also  be 
found  innocent ;    and  they  reproached  those  . 
that  came  after  thcin  for  thtir  hindering  them, 
while  they  might,  in  the  mean  «  bile,  have  got- 
ten a  good  way  on  their  journey.     But  as  soon  j 
as  they  had  searched  Benjamin's  sack,  they  i 
found  the  cup,  and  took  it  from  him ;  and  all  I 
was  changed  into  mourning  and  lamentation. 
They  rent  their  garments,  and   wept  for  the 
punishment  which  their  brother  was  to  under- 
go for  bis  theft,  and  for  the  delusion  they  bad 
put  on  their  father,  when  they  promised  they 
would  bring  Benjamin  safe  to   him.     What 
added  to  their  misery  was,  that  this  melan- 
choly accident  came  unfortunately  at  a  time 
when  thev  thought  they  bad  Been  gotten  off 
clear:  but  they  confessed  that  this  misfortune 
of  their  brother,  as  well  as  the  jrief  of  their  fa- 
ther for  him,  was  owing  to  themselves  since 
it  was  they  that  forced  their  father  to  send  him 
with  them,  when  lie  was  averse  to  it. 

8.    The  horsemen  then  took  Benjamin,  and 
brought   him    to  Jostglf  „^s,  ^'„'=''i^*"   '^"'^ 


foUon-ing  him  ;   who,  when  he  saw  him    in 
custody,  and  them  in  the  habit  of  mourners, 
said,  "Howcame  you,viIe  wretches  as  you  are, 
to  have  such  a  strange  notion  of  ray  kindness 
to  you,  and  of  God's  providence,  as  impudent- 
ly to  do  thus  to  your  benefactor,  who  in  such 
an  hospitable  manner  had  entertained  you?"' 
—Whereupon  they  gave  up  themselves  to  be 
punished,  in   order  to  save  Benjamin  ;    and 
cdled  to  mind  what  a  wicked  enterprize  they 
had   been   guilty  of  against  Joseph.     They 
also  pronounced'  him  more  happy  than  them- 
selves, if  he  were  dead,  in  being  freed  from 
the  miseries  of  this  life;  and  if  he  were  alive, 
that  be  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  seeing  God's 
vengeance  upon  them.    Tbey  said  farther,  that 
they  were  the  plague  of  their  father,  since  they 
should  now  add  to  his  former  affliction  for 
Joseph,  this   other   affliction    for   Benjamin. 
Reiibel  also  was  large  in  cutting  them  upon 
this  occasion.     But  Joseph  dismissed  them  ; 
for  he  said  they  had  been  guilty  of  no  offence, 
and  that  he  would  content  himself  with  the 
lad's  punishment;  for  he  said  it  was  not  a  fit 
thing  to  let  him  go  free,  for  the  sake  of  those 
'  who  had  not  offended ;  nor  was  it  a  fit  thing 
'  to  punish  them  together  withhimwhohad been 
guilty  of  stealing.    And  when  he  promised  to 
give  them  leave  to  go  away  in  safety,  the  rest 
of  them  were  under  great  consternation,  and 
ivcre  able  to  say  nothing  on  this  sad  occasion. 
But  Judas,  who'  had  persuaded  their  father  to 
send  the  lad  from  him,  being  otherwise  also  a 
very  bold  and  active  man,  determined  to  hazard 
himself  for  the  preservation  of  his  brother, 
"  *  It  is  true,"  said  be,  "  O  governor,  that  we 
have  been  very  wicked  with  regard  to  thee,  and 
on  that  account  deserve  punishment;  even  all 
of  us  mav  justly  be  punished,  although  the  theft 
were  not  committed  by  all,  but  only  by  one  of 
us,  and  be  the  youngest  also :   but  yet  there 
remains  some  hope  for  us,  who  otherwise  must 
be   under   desp-air  on  his  account,  and  this 
from  thy  goodness,  which  promises  us  a  de- 
liverance out  of  our  present  danger.       And 
now  I  beg  thou  wilt  not  look  at  us,  or  at  that 
great  crime  we  have  been  guilty  of.  but  at  thy 
own  excellent  nature,  and  take  advice  of  thine 
own  virtue,  instead  of  that   wrath  thou  hast 
against  us;    which  passion  those  that  other- 
wise are  of  lower  character  indulge,  as  they 
do  their  strength,  and  that  not  only  on  great, 
but  also  on  very  trifling  occasions.    Overcome, 
Sir,  that.passion,  and  be  not  subdued  by  it, 
nor  suffer  it  to  slay  those  that  do  not  other- 
wise presume  upon  their  own  safety,  but  are 
de-siroiis  to  accept  of  it  from  thee ;  for  this  is 
not  the  first  time  that  thou  wilt  bestow  it  on 
us,  but  before,  when  we  came  to  buy  corn. 


•  Tliis  onilion  Kfms  1o  me  tno  hn;t.  ami  tiK)  nn. 
osuM  .n  (lipnrssion,  to  h.ire  bc^n  romitowd  hy  Judas  on 
Uiis  iicrasiiin  !l  seems  lo  rat  a  sp«i  h  or  dtelamation 
r.imn,>!.CTl  l.ittnerlv.  in  Ihr  pirs'io  of  Jiid»«.  and  in  ihf 
wavo'oralon.  Thit  l.iv  !■>■  Mm.  and  »l.irh  lif  thoiicM 
;il  lo  insrrl  oi,'  ibis  o<-ca.<iji,.    Sff  !«..  more  such  IpcwJlM 
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thou  affordedst  us  great  plenty  of  food,  and 
^avcst  us  leave  to  carry  so  much  home  to  our 
taniily  as  has  preserved  them  from  perishing 
^  by  Umiiie.  ^or  is  there  any  difference  between 
not  overlooking  men  that  were  perishing  for 
want  of  necessaries,  and  not  punishing  those 
that  seem  to  be  otfenders,  and  have  been  so  un- 
fuituniite  as  to  lose  the  advautage  of  that  glori- 
ous beaetaction  which  they  received  from  thee. 
This  will  be  an  instance  of  equal  favour, 
though  bestowed  after  a  different  manner; 
lor  thou  wilt  save  those  this  way  whom  thou 
didst  feed  the  other;  and  thou  wilt  hereby 
preserve  alive,  by  thy  own  bounty,  those  souls 
which  thou  didst  not  suffer  to  be  distressed  by 
famine,  it  being  indeed  at  once  a  wonderful 
and  a  great  thing  to  sustain  our  lives  by  corn, 
and  to  bestow  on  us  that  pardon,  whereby, 
now  we  are  distressed,  we  may  continue  those 
lives.  And  I  am  ready  to  suppose,  that  God 
is  willing  to  afford  thee  this  opportunity  ol 
showing  thy  virtuous  disposition,  by  bringing 
us  into  this  calamity,  that  it  may  appear  thou 
canst  forgive  the  injuries  that  are  done  to  thy- 
self, and  mayst  be  esteemed  kind  to  others, 
besides  those  who,  on  other  accounts,  stand  in 
need  of  thy  assistance ;  since  it  is  indeed  a 
fight  thing  to  do  well  to  those  who  are  in 
distress  for  want  of  food,  but  still  a  more 
glorious  thing  to  save  those  who  deserve  to  be 
punished,  when  it  is  on  account  of  heinous 
oiiences  against  thyself;  for  if  it  be  a  thing 
deserving  commendation  to  forgive  such  as 
have  been  guilty  of  small  offences,  that  tend 
V]  a  person's  loss,  and  this  be  praiseworthy  in 
him  that  overlooks  such  offences,  to  restrain 
a  mans  passion  as  to  crimes  which  are  capi- 
tal to  the  guilty,  is  to  be  like  the  most  excel- 
lent nature  of  (jod  himself:  —  and  truly,  as 
for  myself,  had  it  not  been  that  we  had  a 
father,  who  had  discovered,  on  occasion  of 
the  death  of  Joseph,  how  miserably  he  is 
always  afflicted  at  the  loss  of  bis  sons,  I  had 
not  made  any  words  on  account  of  the  saving 
of  our  own  lives;  I  mean,  any  farther  than 
as  that  would  be  an  excellent  character  for 
thyself,  to  preserve  even  those  that  would 
have  nobody  to  lament  them  when  they  were 
dt^ad,  but  we  would  have  yielded  ourselves  up 
to  suffer  whatsoever  thou  pieasedst ;  but  now 
(lor  we  do  not  plead  for  mercy  to  ourselves, 
though  indeed,  if  we  die,  it  will  be  while  we 
are  young,  and  before  we  have  had  the  enjoy- 
ment of  life)  have  regard  to  our  father,  and 
take  pity  of  his  ohi  age,  on  whose  account  it 
is  that  we  make  these  supplications  to  thee. 
We  beg  thou  wilt  give  us  those  lives  which 
this  wickedness  of  ours  has  rendered  obnoxi- 
ous to  thy  punishment;  and  this  for  his  sake 
who  is  not  himself  wicked,  nor  does  his  bein^' 
our  father  make  us  wicked.  lie  is  a  good 
man,  and  not  worthy  to  have  such  trials  of 
his  patience;  and  now.  we  are  absent,  he  is 
alHicIed  with  care  for  us;  !jut  if  he  hear  of 
our  deaths,  and  what  was  the  cause  of  it,  he 


will  on  that  account  die  an  immature  death; 
and  the  reproachful  manner  of  our  ruin  will 
hasten  his  end,  and  will  directly  kill  him,  nay, 
will  bring  him  lo  a  miserable  death,  while  he 
will  make  haste  to  rid  himself  out  of  the  world, 
and  bring  himself  to  a  state  of  insensibility, 
before  the  sad  story  of  our  end  come  abroad 
into  the  rest  of  the  world.  Consider  these 
things  in  this  manner,  although  our  wicked- 
ness does  now  provoke  thee  with  a  just  desire 
of  punishing  that  wickedness,  and  forgive  it 
for  our  father's  sake ;  and  let  thy  commise- 
ration of  him  weigh  more  with  thee  than  our 
wickedness.  Have  regard  to  the  old  age  ot 
our  father,  who,  if  we  perish,  will  be  very 
lonely  while  he  lives,  and  will  soon  die  him- 
self also.  Grant  this  boon  to  the  name  of 
fathers,  for  thereby  thou  wilt  honour  him 
that  begat  thee,  and  wilt  grant  it  to  thyself 
also,  who  enjoycst  already  that  denomination; 
thou  wilt  then,  by  that  denomination,  be  pre- 
served of  God,  the  Father  of  all,  —  by  show- 
ing a  pious  regard  to  which,  in  the  case  of 
our  father,  thou  wilt  appear  to  honour  him 
who  is  styled  by  the  same  nan)e;  1  mean,  if 
thou  wilt  have  this  pity  on  our  father,  upon 
this  consideration,  how  miserable  he  will  be  if 
he  be  deprived  of  his  sonsl  It  it  thy  part 
therefore  to  bestow  on  us  what  God  has  given 
us,  when  it  is  in  thy  power  to  take  it  away, 
and  so  to  resemble  him  entirely  in  charity; 
for  it  is  good  to  use  that  power,  which  can 
either  give  or  take  away,  on  the  merciful  side; 
and  when  it  is  in  thy  power  to  destroy,  to  for- 
get that  thou  ever  hadst  that  power,  and  to 
look  on  thyself  as  only  allowed  power  for 
preservation ;  and  that  the  more  any  one  ex- 
tends this  power,  the  greater  reputation  does 
he  gain  to  himself.  Now,  by  forgiving  our 
brother  what  he  has  unhappily  committed, 
thou  wilt  preserve  us  all;  for  wc  cannot 
think  of  living  if  he  be  put  to  death,  since  we 
dare  not  show  ourselves  alive  to  our  father 
without  our  brother,  but  here  must  we  par- 
take of  one  and  'the  same  catastrophe  of  his 
life;  and  so  far  we  beg  of  thee,  O  governor, 
that  if  thou  condemnest  our  brother  to  die, 
thou  wilt  punish  us  together  with  bim,  as 
partners  of  his  crime, — for  we  shall  not  think 
it  reasonable  to  be  reserved  to  kill  ourselves 
for  grief  of  our  brother's  death,  but  so  to  <lie 
rather  as  equally  guilty  with  him  of  this 
crime  !  I  will  only  leave  with  thee  this  one 
consideration,  and  then  will  say  no  more,  viz. 
That  our  brother  committed  his  fault  when 
he  was  young,  and  not  yet  of  confirmed 
wisdom  in  his  conduct;  and  that  men  natu- 
rally forgive  such  young  persons.  I  end 
here,  without  adding  what  more  I  have  to 
say,  that  in  c;ise  thou  condemnest  us,  that 
omission  may  be  supposed  to  have  hurt  us, 
and  permitted  thee  to  take  the  severer  side; 
but  in  case  thou  settest  us  free,  that  this  may 
he  ascribed  to  thy  own  goodness,  of  which 
thou  art  inwardly  conscious,  that  tbou  freest 
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us  from  cordemnation ;  and  that  not  by  barely  I 
preserving  us,  but  by  gratitiiig  us  such  a  fa- 1 
vour  as  will  m;ike  us  appear  more  righteous 
than    we  really  are,  and  by  representing  to 
thyself  more  motives  for  our  deiiveranoe  than 
T/e  are  able  to  produce  ourselves.      If,  there- 
fore, thou  resolvest  to  slay  him,  I  desire  thou 
wilt  slay  me  in  his  stead,  and  send  him  back 
to  his  ftither;  or  if  thou  pleasest  to  retain  him 
with  thee  a«  a  slave,  I  am  fitter  to  labour  for 
thy  advaiitajre  in  that  capacity,  and,  as  tliou 
scest,  am  better  prepared  for  either  of  those 
sulferings."*      So  Judas,  being  very  willing 
to  undergo  any  thing  \\  hatever  for  the  deliver- 
ance of  his  brother,  cast  himself  down  at  Jo- 
seph's feet,  and  earnestly  laboured  to  assuage 
and  pacify  his  anger.      All  his  brethren  also 
fell  dowm  before  him,  weeping  and  delivering  i 
themselves  up  to  destruction  for  the  preserva-  1 
tion  of  the  life  of  Heiijamiii. 

10.  But  Joseph,  as  overcome  now  with  his  | 
affections,  and  no  longer  able  to  personate  an 
angry  man,  commanded  all  that  were  present 
to  depart,  that  he  might  make  himself  known 
to  his  brethren  when  they  were  alone;  and 
when  the  rest  were  gone  out,  he  made  him- 
self known  to  his  brethren;  and  said,  "  I 
commend  you  for  \our  virtue,  and  your  kind- 
ness to  our  brother:  I  find  you  better  men 
than  I  could  have  expected  from  what  you 
contrived  about  me.  Indeed,  I  did  all  this 
to  try  your  love  to  your  brother;  so  I  believe 
you  were  not  wicked  by  nature  in  what  you 
did  in  my  case,  but  that  all  has  happened  ac- 
cording to  Gods  will,  who  has  hereby  pro- 
cured our  enjovment  of  what  good  things  we 
have;  and,  if  he  continue  in  a  favourable 
disposition,  of  what  we  hope  for  hereafter. 
Since,  therefore,  I  know  that  our  father  is 
safe  and  well,  beyond  expectation,  and  I  see 
you  so  well  disposed  to  your  brother,  I  will 
no  longer  remember  what  guilt  you  seem  to 
have  had  about  rue,  but  will  leave  off  to  hate 
you  for  that  \our  wickedness;  and  do  rather 
return  you  my  thanks,  that  you  have  concur- 
red with  the  intentions  of  God  to  bring  things 
to  their  present  state.  1  would  have  you 
also  rather  to  forget  the  same,  since  that  im- 
prudence of  yours  is  come  to  such  a  happy 
conclusion,  than  to  be  uneasy  and  blush  at 
those  your  offences.  Do  not,  therefore,  let 
your  evil  intentions,  when  you  condemned 
me,  and  that  bitter  remorse  which  might  fol- 
low, be  a  grief  to  you  now,  because  those  in- 
tentions were  frustrated.  Go,  therefore,  vour 
wav,  rejoicing  in  what  has  happened  by  the 
Divine  Providence,  and  inform  your  father 
of  it,  lest  he  should  he  spent  with  cares  for 
you,  and  deprive  me  of  the  most  agreeable 
part  of  my  felicity;  I  mean,  lest  he  should 
die  before  he  comes  into  my  sight,  and  en- 

•  la  all  this  spprrb  of  Judas  we  may  obserre,  that 
Jo«ephu»  sttll  sup^uMfd  ttiat  dealh  was  Iht-  punistiinent 
of  theft  in  F.gypt  in  tlie  days  of  J'jseph,  though  it  never 
VMS  to  amoDg  the  Je^^s*b]r  the  l.tw  of  Aluses. 


jovs  the  good  things  that  we  now  have. 
Bring,  therefore,  with  you  our  father,  and 
your  wives  and  children,  and  all  ynur  kin- 
dred, and  remove  your  habitations  hither;  for. 
it  is  not  proper  that  the  persons  dearest  to  me 
should  live  remote  from  me,  now  my  affairs 
are  so  prosperous,  especially  when  they  must 
iMuiure  five  more  years  of  famine."  When 
Joseph  bad  said  this,  he  embraced  his  breth- 
ren, who  were  in  tears  and  sorrow ;  but  the 
generous  kindness  of  their  brother  seemed  to 
leave  among  them  no  room  for  fear,  lest  they 
should  be  punished  on  account  of  what  they 
had  consulted  and  acted  agamst  him ;  and 
they  were  then  feasting.  Now  the  king,  as 
soon  as  he  heard  that  Joseph's  brethren  were 
come  to  him,  was  exceeding  glad  of  it,  as  if 
it  had  been  a  part  of  his  own  good  fortune; 
and  gave  them  waggons  full  of  corn,  and  gold 
itnd  silver,  to  be  conveyed  to  his  father.  Now 
when  they  had  received  more  of  their  brother, 
part  to  be  carried  to  their  father,  and  part  as 
free  gifts  to  every  one  of  themselves,  Benja- 
min having  still  more  than  the  rest,  they  de- 
parted. 


CHAPTER  VII. 
THE  REMOVAL  OF  Joseph's  father, with  ah 

His  FAMILY,   TO  HIM,  ON   ACCOLNT  OF  THH 
FAMINE. 

§  I.  As  soon  as  Jacob  came  to  know,  by  hi? 
sons  returning  home,  in  what  state  Joseph 
was;  that  he  had  not  only  escaped  death,  for 
which  yet  he  lived  all  along  in  mourning,  but 
that  he  lived  in  splendour  and  happiness,  and 
ruled  over  Egypt,  jointly  with  the  king,  and 
had  intrusted  to  his  care  almost  all  his  affairs, 
he  did  not  think  any  thing  he  was  told  to  be 
incredible,  considering  the  greatness  of  the 
works  of  God,  and  his  kindness  to  him,  al- 
though that  kindness  had,  for  some  latt  times, 
been  intermitted ;  so  he  immediately  and 
zealously  set  out  upon  his  journey  to  him. 

2,  When  he  came  to  the  Well  of  the  Oath 
(Beersheba),  he  offered  sacrifice  to  Gad; 
and  being  afraid  that  the  happiness  there  was 
in  Egypt  might  tempt  his  posterity  to  full  in 
love  with  it  and  settle  in  it,  and  no  more 
think  of  removing  into  the  land  of  Canaan, 
and  possessing  it,  as  God  had  promised  them  ; 
as  also  being  afraid,  lest,  if  this  descent  into 
Egypt  were  made  without  the  will  of  God, 
his  family  might  be  destroyed  there;  out  of 
fear,  withal,  lest  he  should  depart  this  life 
brfore  he  came  to  the  siybt  of  Joseph,  he  fell 
asleep,  revolving  these  doubts  in  his  mind. 

li.  But  God  stood  by  him,  and  called  to 
him  twice  by  his  name;  and  when  he  asked 
who  he  was,  God  said,  "  No,  sure;  it  is  not 
just  that  thou,  Jacob,  shouldst  be  unac- 
quainted with  that  God  who  has  been  ever 
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A  protector  and  a  helper  to  thy  forefathers, 
and  after  them  to  thyself:  for  when  thy  fa- 
ther would  have  deprived  thee  of  the  domi- 
nion, I  gave  it  thee ;  and  by  my  kindnebs  it 
was  that,  when  thou-  wast  sent  into  Mesopo- 
tamia all  alone,  thou  ohtainedst  good  wives, 
and  returncdst  with  many  children,  and  much 
wealth.  Thy  whole  family  also  has  been 
preserved  by  my  providence;  and  it  was  I 
who  conducted  Joseph  thy  son,  whom  thou 
gavest  up  for  lost,  to  the  enjoyment  of  great 
prosperity.  I  also  made  him  lord  of  Egypt, 
so  that  he  difTcrs  but  Uttle  from  a  king.  Ac- 
cordingly, I  come  now  as  a  guide  to  thee  in 
this  journev  ;  and  foretell  to  thee,  that  thou 
Bhalt  die  iii  the  arms  of  Joseph:  and  I  in- 
form thee,  that  thy  posterity  shall  be  many 
ages  in  authority  and  glory,  and  that  I  will 
settle  them  in  the  land  w  hich  I  have  promised 
Ihcm."  ,.     , 

4.  Jacob,  encouraged  by  this  dream,  went 
on  more  checrfullv  for  Egv'pt  with  his  sons, 
and  all  belonging  to  them.     Now  they  were 
in    all    seventy.     I    once,  indeed,   thought    it 
best  not  to  set  down  the  names  of  this  family, 
e'ipecially  because  of  their  difficult  pronunci- 
ation [hv  the  Greeks];  but,  upon  the  whole, 
I  think  it  necessary  to  mention  those  names, 
that  I  may  disprove  such   as  believe  that  we 
came   not  originally    from    Mesopotamia,  but 
are  Egyptians.     Nowjacob  had  twelve  sons; 
of  these  Joseph  was  come  thither  before.    We 
will  therefore  set  down   the  names  of  Jacob's 
children    and    grandchildren.       Reubol    had 
four  sons— Anocb,  Pliillu,  Assaron,  Charmi ; 
Symcon   had  six — Jamuel,  Jamin,  .\vod,  Ja- 
cliin.  Soar,  Saul ;  Levi  had   three  sons— Ger- 
som,  Caath,  Merari ;  Judas  hud  three  sons— 
Sala,    Phares,    Zerah ;    and    by    Phares    two 
grandchildren— Esroin  and   Amar ;    Issachar 
had  four  sons— Thola,  Phua,  Jasob,  Saiaaron; 
Zabulon    had    with    him    three    sons — Sarad, 
Helon,  Jalel.     So  far  is  the  posterity  of  Lea  ; 
with  whom  went  her  daughter  Dina.     These 
are  thirty-three.     Rachel   had    two  sons,   the 
one   of  whom,    Joseph,    had    two    sons    also, 
Manasseh  and  Ephraim.     The   other,  Benja- 
min, had   ten   sons— Bolau,  Bacchar,  Asabel, 
Geras,   Naaman,  Jes,  Ros,  Momphis,  Opphis, 
AraJ.     These  fourteen    added  to   the  thirty- 
three  before  enumerated,  amount  to  the  num- 
ber forty-seven ;  and    this  was  the  legitimate 
posterity  of  Jacob.    He  had  besides,  by  Bilhah, 
the  handmaid  of  Rachel,  Dan  and  Nephthali; 
which  last  had  four  sons  that  followed  him — 
■  Jesel.  Guni,  Issari,  and  Sellira.     Dan  had  an 
only-begotten    son,   Usi.      If  these  be   added 
to  those  before   mentioned,  they  complete   the 
number  fiftv-four.     Gad  and  Aser   were  the 
sons  of  Zilpiia,  who  was  the  handmaid  of  Lea. 
These  had  with  them,  Gad  seven — Saphoniah, 
Augis,  Sunis,  Azabon,   Aerin,   Eroed,  Ariel ; 
Aser    had    a    daughter,  Sarah,  and  six  male 
children,    whose    names    were    Jomne,    Isus, 
Isoui,  Baris,  Abar,  and  Melchiel.     If  we  add 


these,  which  are  sixteen,  to  the  fifty-four,  the 
forementioned  number  [70]  is  c.mpleted.'  Ja 
cob  not  being  himself  included  in  that  jiumbe- 
5.  When  Joseph  understood  that  his  lather 
was  coming,  for  Judas  his  brother  was  come 
before  him,  and  informed  him  of  his  approach, 
he  went  out  to  meet  him ;  and  they  met  to- 
gether   at    Heroopolis.       But    Jacob    almost 
fainted    away  at  thii  unexpected    and   great 
joy  ;   however,  Joseph  revived  him,  being  yet 
not  himself  able  to  contain  from  being  atlcct- 
ed  in  the  same  manner,  at   the   pleasure   he 
now  had ;  yet   was  he   not  wholly  overcome 
with  his   passion,   as   his   father  was.     Alter 
this   he    desired    Jacob    to    travel  on  slowly; 
but  he  himself  took  five  of  his  brethren  with 
him,  and  made  haste  to  the  king,  to  tell  him 
that  Jacob  and  his  family  were  come;  which 
was  a  joyful  hearing  to   him.     He    also  bid 
Joseph  tell  him  what  sort  of  life  his  bretlircn 
loved  to  lead,  that  he  might  give   them  leave 
to  follow  the  same ;   who  told  him   they  were 
good  shepherds,  and  had   been  used  to  follow 
no  other  employment  but  this  alone.     Where- 
by he  provided    for    them,    that    they  should 
not  be  separated,  but  live  in  the   same  place, 
and   take  care  of  their  father;  as   also  hereby 
he  provided,  that  they  might  be  acceptable  to 
the  Egyptians,  bv  doing  nothing   that  would 
be  common   to  them  with   the  Egyptians;  for 
the  Egyptians  are  prohibited  to  meddle  with 
feeding  of  sheep.f 

6.  When  Jacob  was  come  to  the  king,  and 
saluted  him,  and  wished  all  prosperity  to  his 
government,  Pharaoh  asked  him  how  old  he 
now  was ;  upon  whose  answer,  that  he  was  a 
hundred  and  thirty  years  olil,  he  admired  Ja- 
cob on  account  of  the  length  of  his  life.  And 
when  he  had  added,  that  still  he  had  not  lived 
so  long  as  his  forefathers,  he  gave  him  leave 
to  live  with  his  children  in  Hehapohs ;  for 
in  that  city  the  king's  shepherds  had  their 
pasturage. 

7.  However,  the  famine  increased  among 
the  Egyptians;  and  this  heavy  judgment 
grew  more  oppressive  to  them,  because  nei- 
ther did  the  river  overflow  the  ground,  for  it 
did  not  rise  to  its  former  height,  nor  did  God 
send  rain  upon  it; J  nor  did  they  indeed  make 


*  All  the  Greek  copies  of  ,7o«ephus  bttve  the  nesntivo 
iMrticlo  bore,  that  .larob  him.«elf  was  not  reckoned  ono 
of  the  seventy  souls  that  came  into  Egjlit :  but  the  oia 
Latin  copies  want  it,  anj  directly  assure  us  he  was  ono 
of  them  It  is  therefore  hardly  certain  which  of  these 
was  Josephus's  true  reading,  since  the  number  seventy 
is  made  up  without  him,  if  we  reckon  Leah  for  one; 
but  if  she  be  not  reckoned,  Jacob  must  limiself  be  one, 
to  complete  the  number.  .    .   ,        , 

+  Josephus  thought  that  the  Ef;yptian8  hated  or  de- 
spised the  employment  of  a  shepherd  in  the  days  ofjo- 
seph ;  whereas  Bishop  Cumberland  has  shown  that  they 
rather  hated  such  Phoenician  or  Canaanite  shepherds 
that  had  Ions  enslaved  the  Kgyptians  of  old  time,  bee 
his  Sanchoniatho,  p.  y61,  362.  ,        -        .  .^ 

t  Reland  here  puts  the  question,  how  Josephus  could 
complain  of  its  not  raining  in  Et^-pt  during  this  famine, 
while  the  ancients  affirm  that  it  never  does  naturally 
rain  there.  His  answer  is.  that  when  the  ancients  deny 
that  it  rains  in  Eg>'pt,  they  only  mean  the  L  pper  l^uTpt 
above  the  Delta,  which  is  called  Egypt  m  the  strictest 
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the  least  pron'sionfor  themselves,  bo  ignorant 
were  they  what  was  to  be  done;  but  Joseph 
sold  them  corn  for  their  money.  But  when 
their  money  failed  them,  they  bought  com 
with  their  cattle  and  their  slaves;  and  if  any 
of  them  had  a  small  piece  of  land,  they  ^ve 
up  that  to  purchase  them  food,  by  which 
means  the  king  became  the  owner  of  all  their 
substance ;  and  they  were  removed,  some  to 
one  place  and  some  to  another,  that  so  the 
possession  of  their  country  might  be  firmly 
assured  to  the  king,  excepting  the  lands  of 
the  priests;  for  their  country  continued  still 
in  their  own  possession.  And  indeed  this 
sore  famine  made  their  minds  as  well  as  their 
bodies  slaves ;  and  at  length  compelled  them 
to  procure  a  sufficiency  of  food  by  such  dis- 
honourable means.  But  when  this  misery 
ceased,  and  the  river  overflowed  the  ground, 
and  the  ground  brought  forth  its  fruits  plen- 
tifully, Joseph  came  to  every  city,  and  ga- 
thered the  people  thereto  belonging  together, 
and  gave  them  back  entirely  the  land  which, 
by  their  own  consent,  the  king  might  have 
possessed  alone,  and  alone  enjoyed  the  fruits 
of  it.  He  also  exhorted  them  to  look  on  it  as 
every  one's  own  possession,  and  to  fall  to 
their  husbandry  with  cheerfulness;  and  to 
pay,  as  a  tribute  to  the  king,  the  fifth  part*  ot 
the  fruits  for  the  land  which  the  king,  when 
it  was  his  own,  restored  to  them.  Tliese  men 
rejoiced  upon  their  becoming  unexpectedly 
owners  of  their  lands,  and  diligently  observed 
what  was  enjoined  them;  and  by  this  means 
Joseph  procured  to  himself  a  greater  aiilho- 
lity  among  tho  Egyptians,  and  greater  love 
to  the  king  from  them.  Now  this  law,  that 
they  should  pay  the  tiflh  part  of  their  fruits 
as  tribute,  continued  until  their  latter  kings. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

or  THE  DEATH  OP  JACOB  AND  JOSEPH. 

§  1.  Now  when  Jacob  had  lived  seventeen 
\ears  in  Egypt,  he  fell  into  a  disease,  and 
ilied  in  the  presence  of  his  sons;  but  not  till 
he  made  his  pniyeis  for  their  enjojing  pros- 
perity, ami  till  be  had  foretold  to  them  pro- 
phetically how  every  one  of  them  was  to  dwell 
in  the  land  of  Canaan.  But  this  happened 
many  years  afterward.  He  also  enlarged 
upon  the  praises  of  Joseph  ;t  how  he  had  not 

seasc;  but  that  iu  Ihe  Dt-I'a  [and  by  consequence  in  the 
Lower  t--gj'pt  adjoining  to  it],  i(  did  of  old.  and  still 
does,  rain  sometimes.  See  the  Note  on  Aotiq.  b.  iii. 
cb.  i.  sect.  6. 

•  Josephos  supposes  that  Joseph  now  restored  the 
E^ptiaus  their  lands  a^in,  upon  the  paTmenl  of  a  fifth 
part  as  tribute.  It  seems  to  me  rather  that  the  land 
was  now  considered  as  Pharaoh's  land,  and  this  tilth 

fiart  as  its  rent,  to  he  paid  to  him.  as  lie  was  ttieir  land- 
oril.  and  they  his  tenants;  and  that  Ihe  lands  were  not 
properly  restoi-ed.  and  this  tilth  part  reserved  as  tribute 
only  till  the  days  ot  Sesoslris.  See  Essay  on  the  Old 
Testament,  Append.  148.  14'.*. 

*  As  to  this  encomium  upon  Joseph,  as  preparatory 
to  J.t.;oa's  adoptiog   Ephiaim  and   Manasieh   into  bfs 


remembered  the  evil  doings  of  his  brethren  to 
their  disadvantage;  nay,  on  the  contrary,  was 
kind  to  them,  bestowing  upon  them  so  many 
benefits,  as  seldom  are  bestov\ed  on  men's 
own  benefactors.  He  then  commanded  his 
ouTi  sons  that  they  should  admit  Joseph's 
sons,  Ephraim  and  Manasseh,  into  their  num- 
ber, and  divide  the  land  of  Canaan  in  com- 
mon with  them ;  concerning  whom  we  shall 
treat  hereafter.  However,  he  made  it  his  re- 
quest that  he  might  be  buried  at  Hebron.  So 
he  died,  when  he  had  lived  full  a  hundred 
and  fifty  years,  three  only  abated,  having  not 
been  behind  any  of  his  ancestors  in  piety  to- 
words  God,  and  having  such  a  recompense 
for  it,  as  it  was  fit  those  should  have  who  were 
so  good  as  these  were.  But  Joseph,  by  the 
king's  permission,  carried  his  father's  dead 
body  to  Hebron,  and  there  buried  it,  at  a 
great  expense.  Now  bis  brethren  were  at 
first  unwilling  to  return  back  with  him,  be- 
cause they  were  afraid  lest,  now  their  father 
was  dead,  he  should  punish  them  for  theii 
secret  practices  against  him;  since  he  was 
now  gone,  for  whose  sake  he  had  been  so 
gracious  to  them.  But  he  pensuaded  them  to 
fear  no  harm,  and  to  entertain  no  suspicions 
of  him:  so  be  brought  them  along  with  him, 
and  gave  them  great  possessions,  and  nevei 
left  oir  his  particular  concern  for  them. 

2.  Joseph  also  diet!  y\  hen  he  had  lived  a 
hundred  and  ten  years;  having  been  a  man 
of  admirable  virtue,  and  conducting  all  hit 
iiifairs  by  the  rules  of  reason  ;  and  used  his 
authority  with  moderation,  which  was  the 
cause  of  his  so  great  felicity  among  the  Eg>  p- 
tians,  even  when  he  came  from  another  coun- 
try, and  that  in  such  ill  circumstances  also, 
as  wv  have  already  described.  At  length  his 
brethren  died,  alter  they  bad  lived  happily  in 
Egypt,  Now  the  posterity  and  sons  of  these 
men,  after  some  time,  carried  their  bodies, 
and  buried  them  at  Hebron;  but  as  to  the 
bones  of  Jose()h  they  carried  them  into  the 
land  of  Canaan  afterward,  when  the  Hebrews 
went  out  of  Egypt,  tor  so  had  Joseph  niaile 
them  promise  him  upon  oath  ;  but  what  be- 
came of  every  one  of  these  men,  and  by  what 
toils  they  got  tlie  possession  of  the  land  of 
Canaan,  shall  be  shown  hereafter,  when  I 
have  first  explained  upon  what  account  it  was 
that  they  left  Egypt. 

own   family,  and  to  be  admitted  for  two  tribes,  which 
Joseplius  here  mentions,  all  our  copies  of  (;one..5-s  o'.>it^ 
it  (ch,  xlviii.);  nor  do  we  know  whence  De  toiiK  11,  r* 
whether  it  be  not  his  owo  cmhclii^bmeot  cu'y. 
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CONCERNING  TH.'.  AFFLICTIOSS  THAT  BEFELL 
THE  HEBllEWS  IS  EGYPT,  DORINa  FOCE 
HDNDBED  YEARS.* 

1.  Now  it  happened   that    the    Egyptians 
grew  delicate  and  lazy,  as  to   pains-taking; 
and  gave  themselves  up  to  other  pleasures, 
and  in  particular  to  the  love  of  gain.     They 
also  became  very  ill  affected  towards  the  He- 
bresvs,  as  touched  with  envy  at  their  prospe- 
rity;   for  when  they  saw  how  the  nation  of 
the    Israelites    flourished,   and  were  become 
eminent  already  in  plenty  of  wealth,  which 
they  had  acquired  by  their  virtue  and  natural 
love  of  labour,  they  thought  their  increase 
was  to  their  own  detriment;  and  having,  in 
length  of  time,  forgotten  the  benefits  they 
had    received    from  Joseph,  particularly  the 
crown  being  now  come  into  another  family, 
they  became  very  abusive  to  the  Israelites, 
and  contrived  many  ways  of  afflicting  tbcni; 
fur  they  enjoined  them  to  cut  a  yreat  number 
of  channels  for  the  river,  and  to  build  walls 
for  their  cities  and  ramparts,  that  they  might 
restrain  the  river,  and  hinder  its  waters  from 
stagnating,  upon  its   runniiig    over    its    own 
banks:  they  set  them  aUo  to  b  lild  pyraraids,t 
and  by  alf  this  wore  them  out;   and  forced 
them  to  learn  all  sorts  of  mecbanical   arts, 
and  to  Hciustoni  themselves  to  hard  labour. 
And  fjur  hundred  years  di.l  they  spend  under 
these  afflictions,  for  they  strove  one  against 
the  other  which  should  get  the  mastery,   the 
Egyptians  desiring  to  destroy  the   Israelites 
by'these  labour?,  and  the  Israelites  desiring 
to  hold  out  to  the  end  under  them. 

2  While  the  affairs  of  the  Hebrews  were 
m  thiscoudition,  there  was  this  occasion  offered 
itself  to  tlie  Egyptians,  which  made  them 
more  solicitous  for  the  extinction  of  our  na- 
tion.  One  of  those  sacred  scribes.J  who  are 
very  sagacious  in  foretelling  future  events  tru- 
ly, told  the  kini;.  that  aliout  this  time  there 
would  a  chilli  be  born  to  the  Israelites,  who, 
if  be  were  reared,  ■.^n■d^l  bring  the  Egyptian 
dominion  losv.  and  would  raise  the  Istaelites; 
that  he  would  excel  a'.l  men  in  virtue,  and  ob- 

•  Aa  to  the  affliction  of  Al.raham's  poMerily  for  400 
years,  see  Antiq.  Iwrik  i  cli»i>.  «  •e.-t.  :li  and  as  to  wliAt 
cities  tbey  liuilt  in  Keypl.  uiiil.r  I'lmmoli  >esostris,  and 
i.f  Pharaoh  S.-«ostris's  JmiviiMTS  •"  {\  <-■  HfJ  >f,-i,  sec 
F.May  on  theOIITMtament,  Al'pi-nl    P    l.W— Hii. 

+  111  tliis  binldiiiB  ot  the  pjramids  of  ligypt  uy  tlie 
Israelite^,  see  Perizonius  Ori^,  ^gyptiac.  chap-  xxi.  It 
Is  not  impossible  Itiey  inli-ht  build  one  or  more  of  tlir 
tmall  ones;  but  the  large  ones  seem  ranch  later,  tinly. 
if  liiey  be  all  built  of  stone,  this  doe.s  not  so  well  aeree 
with  the  Israelites"  l.ibouis.  which  are  said  to  have  been 
in  brick,  anil  not  in  stone,  as  Mr.  Sandys  observes  in  his 
Travels,  p.  1:17.  lii  .  ,      .         J     ,  .,,■ 

t  Or.  Bernard  inforias  us  here,  that  instead  ot  mis 
sinjle  priest  or  projihet  of  the  Egyptians,  without  a 
name  in  JosephiiN  the  I  ar^inra  of  Jonathan  names  the 
«wo  famonn  antaeonists  of  Moses,  Jannes  and  Jamhres 
Nor  is  it  al  all  unlikely  ll.al  it  might  be  one  of  these 
who  foreboded  so  muili  nuiery  to  the  Eiryplians,  and 
to  n.nch  bappinew  to  ""e  Israrliles,  from  the  leariag  ot 
Moses. 


tain  a  glorv  that  would  be  remembered  through 
all  ages.    'Which  thing  was  so  feared  by  the 
king,  that,  according  to  this  man's  opinion, 
he  commanded  that  tbev  should  cast  every 
male  child,  which  was  born  to  the  Israelites, 
into  the  river,  and  destroy  it ;  that  besides  this, 
the  Egyptian  midwive3§  should  watch  the  la- 
hours  of  the  Hebrew  women,    ai.d    observe 
what  is  born,  for  those  were  the  women  who 
were  enjoined  to  do  the  office  of  mid  wives  to 
them  ;  and  by  reason  of  their  relation  to  the 
king,  would  not  transgress  his  commaiid.s.     He 
enjoined  also.  That  if  any  parents  should  dis- 
obey him,  and  venture  to   save    their    male 
children  alive,;  they  and  their  families  shoidd 
be  destroyed.    This  was  a  severe  affliction  in- 
deed to  those  that  suffered  it,  not  only  as  they 
were  deprived  of  their  sons,  and,  while  they 
were  the  parents  themselves,  they  were  obliged 
to  be  subservient  to  the  destruction  of  their 
own  children,  but  as  it  was  to  be  supposed  to 
tend  to  the  extirpation  of  their  nation,  while 
upon  the  destruction  of  their  children,  and 
their  own  gradual  dissolution,  the  calamity 
would  become  very  bard  and  inconsolable  to 
Ihein:  and  this  was'  the  ill  state  they  were  in. 
But  no  one  can  be  too  hard  for  the  purpose 
of  God,    though  he    contrive    ten   thousand 
subtile  devices  for  that  end;  for  this  child, 
«hom  the  sacred  scribe  foretold,  was  brought 
up  and  concealed  from  the  observers  appointed 
by  the  king;    and  be  that  foretold  him  did 
not  mistake  in  the  consequences  of  his  preset, 
vation.  which  were  brought  to  pass  after  the 
manner  following:  — 

3  A  man,  whose  name  was  Amrara,  one 
nf  the  nobler  sort  of  the  Hebrews,  was  afraid 
for  his  whole  nation,  lest  it  should  fiul,  by  the 
want  of  young  men  to  be  brought  up  here- 
after and  was  very  uneasy  at  it,  his  wife  be- 
ing then  with  childv  and  be  knew  not  what  to 
do.  Hereupon  he  betook  himself  to  prayer 
to  God;  and- entreated  him  to  have  compas- 
sion on  those  men  who  had  nowise  transgressed 
the  laws  of  his  worship,  and  to  afford  them 
deliverance  from  the  miseries  they  at  that  time 
endured,  and  to  render  abortive  their  enemies 
hopes  of  the  destruction  of  their  nation.  Ac- 
cordingly God  had  mercy  on  him,  and  was 
moved  by  his  supplication.  He  stood  by  him 
in  his  sleep,  and  exhorted  him  not  to  despair 
of  his  future  favours.     He  s;ud  farther,  that 


(  loiephiis  is  clear  that  these  midwires  were  Egyp- 
tians, and  not  Israelites,  as  in  our  other  coplej;  which 
i»  very  iir.ibable,  it  beini;  not  easily  to  be  supposed  tlia 
PInraoh  conld  trust  the  Israelite  raidivives  to  execute 
so  barbarous  a  command  against  their  own  nation,  ton- 
suit,  therefbre.  and  correct  hence,  our  ordinary  copies, 
Exod.  i.  15,  22.  And,  indeed.  Josepbus  seems  to  have 
had  much  completer  copies  of  the  Pentateuch,  or  other 
authentic  records  now  lost,  about  the  birth  and  actions 
of  .Moses,  than  either  our  Hebrew.  Samaritan,  or  Greet 
Bibles  afford  us.  which  enabled  him  to  oe  so  large  and 
particular  about  him.  .t    /i      . 

II  Of  thispandfatherof  Sesostris,  Harnesses  the  Oreat. 
who  slew  the  Israelite  inlanls.  and  of  the  inscription  00 
his  obelisk,  contiinini!,  in  my  opinion,  one  of  the  oldest 
reconla  of  mankind,  see  Essay  on  the  OM  Test  AppemS. 
p.  U9.  145.  147,  217—220. 
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he  did  not  forget  their  piety  towards  him,  aind 
would  always  reward  them  for  it,  as  he  had 
formerlv  granted  his  favour  to  their  forefathers, 
and  made  them   increase  from  a  few,  to  so 
great  a  multitude.     He  put  him  in  mind,  that 
when  Abraham  was  come  alone  out  of  Meso- 
potamia into  Canaan,  he  had  been  made  hap- 
py, not  only  in  other  respects,  but  that  when 
his  wife  ^vas  at  first  barren,  she  was  afterwards 
by   him  enabled   to  conceive  seed,  and  bear 
him  sons.     That  he  leB  to  Ismacl  and  to  his 
posterity  the  country  of  Arabia;  as  also  to  his 
sons  by  Kctura,  Troglodytis:    and   to   Isaac, 
Canaan.     That  by  my  assistance,  said  he,  he 
did  great  exploits  in  war,  which,  unless  you 
be  yourselves  impious,  you  must  still  remem- 
ber.    As  for  Jacob,  he  became  well  known  to 
strangers  also,  by  the  greatness  of  that  pros- 
perity in  which  he  lived,  and  left  to  his  sons, 
who  came  intoEgvptwilh  no  more  than  seven- 
ty souls,  while  you  are  now  become  above  six 
hundred  thousand.     Know,  therefore,  that  1 
shaU  provide  for  you  all  in  common  what  is 
for   your   good,  and   particularly  for   thyself 
what  shall  make  thee  famous;  for  that  child, 
out  of  dread  of  whose  natinty  the  Egy-pfan^ 
have  doomed  the  Israelite  children  to  destruc- 
tion, shall  be  this  child  of  thine,  and  shall  be 
concealed   from   those  who  watch   to  destroy 
him ;  and  when  he  is  brought  up  m  a  surpris- 
ing way,  he  shall  deliver  the  Hebrew  nation 
from  the    distress   they  are    uniler    from    the 
Eg^•ptians.    His  memory  shall  he  lamous  while 
the  world  lasts;   and  this  not  only  among  the 
Hebrews,  but  foreigners  also  —all  which  stiail 
be  the  effect  of  mv  favour  to  thee,  and  to  thy 
posterity.     He  shall  also  have  such  a  broihcr, 
that  he  shall   himself  obtain  my   priesthood, 
and  his  posterity  shall  have  it  after  him   to 
the  end  of  the  world. 

4.  When  the  vision  had  informed  hinri  ot 
these   things.  Amram  awaked  and  told  it  to 
Jochebed.  who  was  his  wife.     And  now  the 
fear  increased  upon  them  on  account  of  the 
prediction  in  Amram's  dream;  for  they  were 
under  concern,  not  only  for  the  child,  but  on 
account  of  the  great  happiness  that  v^'as  come 
to  him  also.     However,  the   mother  s   labour 
was  such  as  afforded  a   confirmation  to  what 
was  foretold  by  God;  for  it  was  not  known 
to  those  that  watched  her,  by  the  easiness  of 
her  pains,  and  because  the  throes  of  her  deli- 
very did  not  fall  upon  her  with  violence.   And 
now  they  nourished  the  child  at  home  pnvate- 
ly  for  three  months:  but  after  that  time  -•Vin- 
ram,  fearing  he  should  be  discovered,  and  by 
faUing  under  the  king's  displeasure  both  he 
and  his  child  should  perish,  and  so  he  should 
make  the  promise  of  God  of  none  effect,  he 
determined  rather  to  intrust  the  safety  and  care 
of  the  child  to  God,  than   to   depend  on  his 
own  concealment  of  him,  which   he    looked 
upon  as  a  thing  uncertain,  and  whereby  both 
the  child,  so  privately  to  be   nourished,  and 
himself,  should  be  in  imminent  danger;  but 


he  beUeved  that  God  would  some  way   foi 
certain  procure  the  safety  of  the  child,  in  or 
der  to  secure  the  truth  of  his  own  predictions 
When  they  had  thus  determined,  they  made 
an  ark  of  bulrushes,  after   the   manner  of  a 
cradle,  and  of  a  bigness  sufficient  for  an  m 
fant  to  be  laid  in,  without  being  too  straitened 
they  then  daubed  it  over  with  slime,  which 
would  naturally  keep  out  the  water  from  en- 
tering between  the  bulrushes,  and  put  the  in- 
fant into  it,  and  setting  it  afloat  upon  the  ri- 
ver, they  left  its  preservation  to  God;  so  the 
river  received  the  child,  and  carried  him  along. 
But  Miriam,  the  child's  sister,  passed  along 
upon  the  bank  over  against  him,  as  her  mothei 
had  bid  her,  to  see  whither  the  ark  would  be 
carried:    where  God   demonstrated  that   hu- 
man wisdom  was  nothing,  but  that  the  Su- 
preme Being  is  able  to  do  whatsoever  he  plea- 
ses:  that  those   who,  in   order  to   their  own 
security,  condemn  others  to  destruction,  and 
use   great  endeavours  about  it,  fail  of  tbeij 
purpose ;  but  that  others  are  in  a  surprising 
manner   preserved,   and    obtain  a  prosperoui 
condition  almost  from  the  verj'  midst  of  theu 
calamities;    those.    I    mean,    whose    dangers 
arise  by  the  appointment  of  God.     And,  in- 
deed, such  a  providence  was  exercised  in  the 
case  of  this  child,  as  showed  the  power  of 

God.  ...       1.. 

5.  Thermuthis   was   the   kings   daughter. 
She  was  now  diverting  herself  by  the  banks  of 
the  river;  and  seeing  a  cradle  borne  along  by 
the  current,  she  sent  some  that  could   swim, 
and  bid  them  bring  the  cradle  to  her.      When 
those  that  were  sent  on  this  errand,  came  to 
her  with  the  cradle,  and  she  saw  the  little  child, 
she  was  greatly  in  love  with  it,  on  account  of 
its  largeness  and  beauty  ;  for  God  had  taken 
such  great  care  in   the  formation  of  Moses, 
that  he  caused  him  to  be  thought  worthy  of 
bringing  up,   and  providing  for,  by   all  those 
that  had  taken  the  most  fatal  resolutions,  on 
account  of  the  dread  of  his  nativity,  for  the 
destruction  of  the  rest  of  the  Hebrew  nation. 
Thermuthis  bid  them  bring  her  a  woman  that 
might  afford  her  breast  to  the  child  ;  yet  would 
not  the  child  admit  of  her  breast,  but  turned 
away  fi-«m  it,  and  did  the  like  to  many  other 
women.    Now  Miriam  was  by  when  this  hap- 
pened, not  to  appear  to  be  there   on   purpose, 
but  only  as  staving  to  see  the  child;  and  she 
said,  "  it  is  in  vain  that  thou,  0  queen,  call- 
est  for  these  women  for  the  nourishing  of  the 
child,  who  are  no  way  of  kin  to  it;  but  still, 
if  thou  wilt  order  one  of  the  Hebrew  women 
to  be  brought,  perhaps  it  may  admit  the  breast 
of  one  of  its  own   nation."     Now  since   she 
seemed  to  speak  well,  Thermutlus  bid  her  pro- 
cure such  a  one,  and  to  bring  one  ol  those 
Hebrew  women  that  gave  suck.    So  when  she 
had  such  authority  given  her,  she  came  back 
and  brought  the  mother,  who  was  known  to 
nobody  there.     And  now  the  child  gladly  ad- 
mitted the  breast,  and  seemed  to  sUck  close  to 
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it ;  and  so  it  was,  that,  at  the  queen's  desire, 
the  nursins:  of  the  child  was  entirely  intrusted 
to  the  mother. 

6.   Hereupon   it  was  that  Thermuthis  im- 
posed tliis  name  Mouses  upon  him,  from  what 
had  happened  when  he  was  put  into  the  river; 
for    the    Egyptians    call  water   liy  the  name 
of  Mo,  and  such  as  are  saved  out  of  it,  by  the 
name  of  Usfs  :  so  by  putting  these  two  words 
together,  they  imposed  this  name  upon  him  ; 
and  he  was,  by  the  confession  of  all,  according 
to  God's  prediction,  as  well  for   his  greatness 
of  mind  as  for  his  contempt  of  didiculties,  the 
best  of  all  the  Hebrews ;  for  Abraham  was  his 
ancestor,  of  the  seventh  generation.      For  Mo- 
ses was  the  son  of  Amram,  who  was   the  son 
of  Caath,  whose  father,  Levi,  was  the  son  of 
Jacob,  who  was  the  son  of  Isaac,  who  was  the 
eon  of  Abraham.     Now  Moses's  understand- 
ing  became  superior  to   his   age.  nay,  far  be- 
yond that  standard;  and  when  he  was  taught, 
he  discovered  greater  quickness  of  apprehension 
than  was  usual  at  his  age ;  and  his  actions  at 
that  time  promised   greater,  when   he   should 
come  to  the  age  of  a  man.     God  did  also  give 
him  that  tallness,  when  he  was  but  three  years 
old,  aa  was  wonderful ;  and  as  for  his  beauty, 
there  was  nobody  so   unpolite  as,  when  they 
saw  Moses,  they  were  not  greatly  surprised  at 
the  beauty  of  his  countenance  ;   nay,  it  hap- 
pened frequently,  that  those  that  met  him  as 
he  was  carric-vl  along  the  road,  were  obliged 
to  turn  again  upon  seeing  tlic  child;  that  Ihey 
left   what  they  were  about,  and   stood  still  a 
great  while  to  look  on  him ;  for  the  beauty  of 
the  child  was  so   remarkable   and   natural  to 
him  on  many  accounts,  that   it  detained   the 
spectators,  and  made  them  stay  longer  to  look 
upon  him.  I 

7.  Thermuthis,  tlierefore,  perceiving  him 
to  be  so  remarkable  a  child,  adopted  him  for 
her  son,  having  no  child  of  her  own.  And 
when  one  time  she  had  carried  Moses  to  her 
father,  she  showed  him  to  him,  and  said  she 
thought  to  make  him  her  father's  successor, 
if  it  should  please  God  she  should  have  no 
legitimate  child  of  her  own ;  and  said  to  him, 
"  I  have  brought  up  a  child  who  is  of  a  di- 
vine form,'  and  of  a  generous  mind;  and  as 
I  have  received  him  from  the  bounty  of  the 
river,  in  a  wonderful  manner,  I  thought  pro- 
per to  adopt  him  for  my  son,  and  the  heir  ol 
thy  kingdom."  And  when  she  had  siiid  this, 
she  put  the  infant  into  her  father's  hands:  so 
he  took  him,  and  hugged  hira  close  to  his 
breast;  and  on  his  daughter's  account,  in  a 
pleasant  way,  put  his  diadem  upon  his  head ; 
but  Moses  threw  it  down  to  the  ground,  and, 
in  a  puerile  mood,  he  wreathed  it  round,  and 
trod  upon  it  with  his  feet:  which  seemed  to 
bring  along  with  it  an  evil  presage  concern- 

•  TThat  Josephus  here  says  of  the  heauty  of  Moses, 
that  he  was  of  a  divine  form,  is  very  like  what  St. 
Stephen  gavgof  the  same  hcauty.  that  Mosea  wa«  beau- 
tlfol  in  the'  light  of  tiod.  Acta  TiL  20. 


ing  the  kingdom  oi  Egypt.  But  when  the 
sacred  scribe  saw  this  (he  was  the  same  per- 
.son  who  foretold  that  his  nativity  would  bring 
the  dominion  of  that  kingdom  low),  he  made 
a  violent  attempt  to  kill  him ;  and  crying  out 
in  a  frightful  manner,  he  said,  "This,  O 
king!  this  child  is  he  of  whom  God  foretold, 
that  if  we  kill  him  we  shall  be  in  no  danger; 
he  himself  affords  an  attestation  to  the  predic- 
tion of  the  same  thing^by  his  trampling  upon 
thy  government,  and  fading  upon  thy  dia- 
dem. Take  him,  therefore,  out  of  the  way, 
and  deliver  the  Egyptians  from  the  fear  they 
arc  in  about  him  ;  and  deprive  the  Hebrews 
of  the  hope  they  have  of  being  encouraged 
by  him."  But  Thermuthis  prevented  him, 
and  snatched  the  child  away.  And  the  king 
was  not  hasty  to  slay  him,  God  himself, 
whose  providence  protected  Moses,  inclining 
the  king  to  spare  him.  He  was,  therefore, 
educated  with  great  care.  So  the  Hebrews 
depended  on  him,  and  were  of  good  hopes 
that  great  things  would  be  done  by  him ;  hut 
the  Egyptians  were  suspicious  of  what  would 
follow  such  his  education.  Vet  because,  if 
Moses  had  been  slain,  there  was  no  one,  either 
akin  or  adopted,  that  had  any  oracle  on  his 
side  for  pretending  to  the  crown  of  Egvpt, 
and  likely  to  be  of  greater  advantage  to  them, 
they  abstained  from  killing  him 


CHAPTER  X. 

now  MOSES    MADE    WAR    WITH    THE    ETHIOPIANS. 

§  1.  Moses,  therefore,  when  he  was  bom, 
and  brought  up  in  the  foregoing  manner,  and 
came  to  the  age  of  maturity,  made  his  %irtu0 
manifest  to  the  Egyptians;  and  showed  that 
he  was  bom  for  the'  bringing  them  down,  and 
raising  the  Israelites;  and  the  occasion  he 
laid  hold  of  was  this :— The  Ethiopians,  who 
are  next  neighbours  to  the  Egyptians,  made 
an  inroad  into  their  country,  which  they  seized 
upon,  and  carried  olV  the  effects  of  the  Egyp- 
tians, who,  in  their  rage,  fought  against  them, 
and  revenged  the  affronts  they  had  received 
from  them;  but,  being  overcome  in  battle, 
some  of  them  were  slain,  and  the  rest  ran 
away  in  a  shameful  manner,  and  by  that 
means  saved  themselves;  whereupon  the 
Ethiopians  followed  after  them  in  the  pur- 
suit, and  thinking  that  it  would  be  a  mark  of 
cowardice  if  they  did  not  subdue  all  Egypt, 
they  went  on  to  subdue  the  rest  with  greater 
vehemence;  and  when  they  had  tasted  the 
sweets  of  the  country,  they  never  left  off  the 
prosecution  of  the  war;  and  as  the  nearest 
parts  had  not  courage  enough  at  first  to  fight 
with  them,  they  proceeded  as  for  as  Memphis, 
and  the  sea  itself;  while  not  one  of  the  cities 
was   able  to  oppose   them.     The   Egj-ptians, 
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under  this  sad  oppression,  betook  themselves 
to  their  oracles  and  propheaes;  and  when 
God  had  given  them  this  counsel,  to  make 
use  of  Moses  the  Hebrew,  and  take  his  assist- 
ance the  king  commanded  his  daughter  to 
produce  him,  that  he  might  be  the  general' 
of  their  army.  Upon  which,  when  she  had 
made  him  swear  be  would  do  him  no  harm, 
she  delivered  him  to  the  king,  and  supposed 
his  assistance  would  be  of  great  advantage  to 
them.  She  withal  reHoached  the  priest,  who, 
when  they  had  before  admonished  the  Egyp- 
tians to  kill  him,  was  not  ashamed  now  to  own 
their  want  of  his  help. 

2.    So   Moses,   at  the  persuasion  both  of 
Thermuthis  and  the  king, himself,  cheerfully 
undertook  the  business:  ami  the  sacred  scribes 
of  both  nations  were  glad;  those  of  the  Egyp- 
tians, that  they  should  at  once  overcome  their 
enemies  by  his  valour,  and  that  by  the  same 
piece  of  management  Moses  would  be  slain ; 
but  those  of  the  Hebrews  that  they  should 
escape  from  the   Egyptians,  because   Moses 
was  to  be  their  general;  but  Moses  prevented 
the  enemies,  and  took  and  led  his  army  before 
those  enemies  were  apprized  of  his  attacking 
them;  for  he  did  not  march  by  the  river,  but 
by  land,  where  he  gave  a  wonderful  demon- 
stration of  his  sagacity;  for  when  the  ground 
was  difficult  to  be  passed  over,  because  of  the 
multitude  of  serpents  (which  it  produces  in 
vast  numbers,  and  indeed  is  singular  in  some 
of  those  productions,  which  other  countries 
do  not  breed,  and  yet  such  as  are  worse  than 
others  in  power  and  mischief,  and  an  unusual 
fierceness  of  sight,  some  of  which  ascend  out 
of  the  ground  unseen,  and  also  fly  in  the  air, 
and  so  come  upon  men  at  unawares,  and  do 
them  a  mischief),  Moses  invented  a  wonder- 
ful stratagem  to  preserve  the  army  s<ife,  and 
without  hurt;  for  he  made  baskets,  like  unto 
arks,  of  sedge,   and  filled  them   with  ibes.t 
and   carried  them  along  with  them ;   which 
animal  is  the  greatest  enemy  to  serpents  ima- 
ginable, for   they  fly  from  them  when  they 
come  near  thirm ;   and  as  they  fly  they  are 
caught  and  devoured  by  them,  as  if  it  were 
(lone    by  the    harts;    but  the  ibes  are  tame 
creatures,  and  only  enemies  to  the  serpentine 
kind:   but  about  these  ibes  I  say  no  more  at 
present,  since  the  Greeks  themselves  are  not 
•  The  history  of  Moses,  as  general  of  the  Fgyptians 
ac;<inst  tho  Ethiopiiiis  >s  wholly  omitted  in  our  Bibles; 
bii'  is  thus  cited  by  Irensus.  from  Joseptuis.  and  that 
s.  p.n  after  bis  own  aee;  —  *•  Josephus  says,  that  when 
*  OSes  was  nourished  in  the  kind's  palace,  be  was  ap- 
pointed ijeneral  of  the  army  afjainst  the  iCthiopiai  s,  and 
conquered  tbem,  when   he  married  that  kiui,",  d-inph- 
ler;  beuause,  out  of  her  aflection  for  him,  she  delivered 
the' city  up  to  him."      See  the  I"ragntents  of  Irenxos. 
ap.  edit.  Grab.  p.  472.       Nor  perhaps  did  St.  ."itephen 
refer  to  any  thing  else  when  he  said  of  Mose.s,  before  he 
was  sent  by  God  to  the  Israelites,  that  he  was  not  onl; 


.earned  in  all  the  wisdom  of  the  t^yptians,  but  was 
also  mighty  in  words  and  in  deeds,     Ac's  vii.  :!2. 

+  Pliny  speaks  of  these  birds  called  thes.  and  says. 
"  The  Egyptians  invoked  them  against  Ilie  serpents." 
Hist.  >at.  hook  s.  chap.  28.  Strabo  spe,,ks  of  this 
^and  .Meroe,  and   the  rivers   Astapos   and  Astaboras, 

aook  m.  p.  771, 7e6i  wai  ^Mok.  xni.  p.  821. 


unacquainted  with  this  sort  of  Wrd.    A»  toon, 
therefore,  as  Moses  was  come  to  the  land 
which  was  the  breeder  of  these  serpents,  he 
let  loose  the  ibes,  and  by  their  means  repelled 
the  serpentine  kind,  and  used  them  for  bis 
assistants    before   the  army  came  upon  that 
ground.     'When  he  had  therefore  proceeded 
thus  on  his  journey,  be  came  upon  the  Ethii.- 
pians  before  they  expected  hioi;  and,  joining 
battle  with  them,  he  beat  them,  and  deprived 
them  of  the  hopes  they  had  of  success  against 
the  Egyptians,  and  went  on  in  overthrowing 
their  cities,  and  indeed  made  a  great  slaugh- 
ter  of  these   Ethiopians.      Now    when   the 
Egyptian  army  had  once  tasted  of  this  pros- 
perous success,  by  the  means  of  Moses,  they 
did  not  slacken  their  diligence,  insomuch  that 
the  Efhiopians  were  in  danger  of  being  re- 
duced to  slavery,  and  all  sorts  of  destruction ; 
and  at  length  they  retired  to  Saba,  which  was 
a  royal   city   of  Ethiopia,  which   Cambyses 
afterwards  named  Meroe,  after  the  name  of 
his  own  sister.     The  place  was  to  be  besieged 
with  very  great  dilficulty,  since  it  was  both 
encompassed   by  the  Nile  quite  round,  and 
the  other  rivers,  Astapus  and  Astaboras,  made 
it  a  very  difficult  thing  for  such  as  attempted 
to  pass  over  them;    for  the  city  was  situate 
in  a  retired  place,  and  was  inhabited  after  the 
manner  of  an  ishind,  being  encompassed  w  itU 
a  strong  wall,  and  having  the  rivers  to  guard 
them  from  their  enemies,  and  having  great 
ramparts  between  the  wall  and  the  rivers,  in- 
somuch, that  when  the  waters  come  with  the 
greatest   violence  it  can  never  be  drowned; 
yyliicli  ramparts  make  it  next  to  impossible 
lor  even  such  as  are  gotten  over  the  rivers  to 
take  the  city.  .  However,  while  Moses  was 
uneasy  at  the  army's  lying  idle  (for  the  enc. 
mies  durst  not  come  to  a  battle),  this  acci- 
dent happened: — Tharbis  %va3  the  daughter 
of  the  king  of  the  Ethiopians:  she  happened 
to  see  Moses  as   be  led  the  army  near  the 
walls,  and  luuaht  with  great  courage ;    and 
admiring    the  subtilty   of  his   undertakings, 
and   believing  biin  to  be  the  author  of   the 
Egyptians'  success,  when  they  bad  before  ric- 
spaired  of  recovering  their  liberty,  and  to  t>e 
the  occasion  of  the  great  danger  the  Ethio- 
pians were  in,  when  they  had  before  boasted 
of  their  great  achievements,  she  fell  deeply 
in  love  with  him;  and  upon  the  prevaleiicy 
of  that  passion,  sent  to  him  the  most  faithful 
of  all  her  servants  to  discourse  with  him  about 
their  marriage.     He  thereupon  accepted  the 
oifer,  on  condition  she  would  procure  the  de- 
livering up  of  the  city;  and  gave  her  the  assur- 
ance of  an  oath  to  take  her  to  his  wife;  and 
that  when  he  had  once  taken  possession  of 
the  citv,  he  would  not  break  his  oath  to  her. 
No  sooner  was  the  agreement  made,  but  it  took 
effect  immediately;   and  when  Moses  had  cut 
off  the  Ethiopians,  he  gave  thanks  to  God, 
and  consummated  his  marriage,  and   led   the 
Egyptians  back  to  their  own  lani 
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CHAPTER  XL 

BOW  MOSES  FLED  OCT  OF  EGYPT  INTO  MIDIAN. 

§  1.  Now  the  Egyptians,  after  they  had  been 
preserved  by  Moses,  eiilertained  a  hatred  to 
bill),  uud  were  very  eager  in  compassing  their 
designs  against  him,  as  suspecting  tliat  he 
would  take  occasion,  from  liis  good  success, 
to  raise  a  sedition,  and  bring  innovations  into 
Egypt;  and  told  the  king  he  ought  to  be 
slain.  The  king  had  also  some  intentions  of 
himself  to  the  same  purpose,  and  this  as  well 
out  of  envy  at  his  glorious  expedition  at  tlie 
head  of  his  arjny,  as  out  of  fear  of  bein« 
brought  low  by  him;  and  being  instigated  by 
the  sacred  scribes,  be  was  ready  to  undertake 
to  kill  Moses;  but  when  he  bad  learned  be- 
forehand  what  plots  there  were  against  him, 
he  went  away  privaiily;  and,  because  the 
public  roads  were  watched,  he  took  his  (light 
through  the  deserts,  and  where  bis  enemies 
could  not  suspect  he  would  travel ;  and, 
though  he  was  destitute  of  food,  he  went  on, 
and  despised  that  difficulty  courageously; 
and  when  be  caine  to  the  city  Midian,  which 
by  upon  the  Ued  Sea,  and  was  so  denomi- 
nated ftoni  one  of  Alirabain's  sons  by  Ketu- 
rali,  be  »at  upon  a  certain  well,  and  rested 
biniscif  there  after  his  laborious  journey,  and 
the  alflii-liou  he  had  been  in.  It  was  not  far 
from  the  city,  and  the  time  of  the  day  was 
noon,  where  he  had  an  occasion  otfered  him 
Ijy  the  ciistoui  of  the  country  of  doing  what 
recommended  his  virtue  and  afforded  him  an 
opportunity  of  bettering  his  circumstances. 

•2.  Fur  that  country  having  but  little  water, 
the  shepherds  used  to  seize  on  the  wells  be- 
fore others  came,  lest  their  llocks  should  want 
water,  and  lest  it  should  be  spent  by  others  be- 
fore ibev  came.    There  were  now  come,  there- 


and  told  him  how  they  had  been  affronted  by 
the  shepherds,  and  assisted  by  a  stranger,  and 
entreated  that  he  would  not  let  this  generous 
action  be  done  in  vain,  nor  go  without  a  re- 
ward. Now  the  father  took  it  well  from  bis 
daughters  that  they  were  so  desirous  to  re- 
ward their  benefactor;  and  bid  them  bring 
Moses  into  his  presence,  that  he  might  be 
rewarded  as  he  deserved;  and  when  Mosce 
came,  he  told  him  what  testimony  his  daugh- 
ters bare  to  him,  that  he  had  assisted  them  ; 
and  that,  as  he  admired  bim  for  his  virtue,  he 
said  that  Moses  had  bestowed  such  his  assist- 
ance on  persons  not  insensible  of  benefits, 
but  where  they  "ere  both  able  and  willing  to 
return  the  kindness,  and  even  to  exceed  the 
measure  of  bis  generosity.  So  he  made  bim 
his  son,  and  gave  him  one  of  bis  daughters  in 
inarri:<ge;  and  appointed  him  to  be  the 
guardian  and  superintendant  over  his  cattle; 
for  of  old,  all  the  wealth  of  the  barbarians 
was  io  those  cattle. 


CHAPTER  XIL 
co^•cEB^•I^•G  the  boenisg  bosh,  and  tuk 

BOO  OF  MOSES. 

§  1.  Now  Moses,  when  he  had  obtained  the 
favour  of  Jethro,  for  that  was  one  of  the 
names  of  Raguel,  staid  there  and  fed  his 
dock;  but  some  time  afterward,  taking  his 
station  at  the  mountain  called  Sinai,  he  drove 
his  flocks  thither  to  feed  them.  Now  this  is 
the  highest  of  all  the  mountains  therealiout, 
and  the  best  for  p:istunige,  the  herbage  being 
there  good  ;  and  it  had  not  been  before  fed 
upon,  because  of  the  opinion  men  had  that 
God  dwelt  there,  the  shepherds  not  daring  to 
ascend  up  to  it;  and  here  it  was  that  a  wori- 
deifnl  prodigy  happened  to  Moses;  for  a  tire 
fed  upon  a  thorn-bush,  yet  did  the  green 
leaves  and  the  flowers  continue  untouched, 
and  the  fire  did  not  at  all  consume  the  fruit- 


fore,  to  this  well  seven  sisters  that  were  virgins, 

the   daughters  of  Kaguel,  a  priest,  and  one 

thought  wortbv  by  the  people  of  the  country  of   branches,  although  the  flame  was  great  and 

great  honour.   These  virgins,  who  took  care  of   fierce.      Moses  was  aflfrighted  at  this  strange 


great 

their  father's  flocks,  which  son  ot  work  it  was 
customary  and  very  familiar  for  women  to  do 
in  the  country  of  the  Troglodites,  they  came 
first  of  all,  and  drew  water  out  of  the  well  in 
a  quantity  sulficient  for  their  flocks,  into 
troughs,  which  were  made  for  the  reception 
of  that  water;  but  when  the  she|iherds  came 
upon  the  maidens,  and  lirove  them  aivay,  that 
thev  might  have  the  command  of  the  water 
themselves,  Moses,  thinking  it  would  oe  a 
terrible  reproach  upon  him  if  he  overlooked 
the  young  women  under  unju>t  oppression, 
and  should  suffer  the  violence  of  the  men  to 
prevail  over  the  right  of  the  maidens,  he  drove 
away  the  men,  who  had  a  mind  to  more  thioi 
their  share,  and  afforded  a  proper  assistance 
to  the  women;  who.  when  the.  had  received 
»acU  u  bsnutit  from  him,  name  to  their  father. 


ight,  as  it  ^vas  to  him ,  but  he  was  still  more 
astonished  when  the  fire  uttered  a  voice,  and 
called  to  him  by  name,  and  spake  words  to 
him,  by  which  it  signified  how  bold  he  had 
been  in  venturing  to  come  into  a  place  whither 
no  man  had  ever  come  before,  because  the 
place  was  divine;  and  advised  biin  to  remove 
a  great  way  off  from  the  flame,  and  to  be  con- 
tented with  what  he  had  seen;  and  though 
he  were  himself  a  good  man,  and  the  ofT- 
spring  of  great  men,  yet  th.it  he  should  not 
prv  anv  farther:  and  be  foretold  to  him,  that 
be  should  ha.-e  glory  and  honour  among  men, 
by  the  blessing  of  God  upon  him.  He  also 
commanded  him  to  go  away  thence  with  con- 
fidence -o  Egypt,  in  order  to  his  being  the 
commander  and  conductor  of  the  body  of  the 
Hebrewf,  and  to  his  delivering  his  own  peo- 
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r»le  from  the  injuries  they  suffered  there; 
*For,"  said  God,  "they  shall  inhabit  this 
happy  land  which  your  forefather  Abraham 
inhabited,  and  shall  have  the  enjoyment  of  all 
sorts  of  good  things;  and  thou,  by  thy  pru- 
dence, shall  guide  them  to  those  good  things." 
But  still  he  enjoined  him,  when  he  had  brought 
the  Hebrews  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  to  come 
to  that  place,  and  to  offer  sacrifices  of  thanks- 
giving there.  Such  were  the  divine  oracles 
which  were  delivered  out  of  the  fire. 

2.  But  Moses  was  astonished  at  what  he 
saw,  and  much  more  at  what  he  heard ;  and 
he  said,  "I  think  it  would  be  an  instance  of 
too  great  madness,  O  Lord,  for  one  of  that 
regard  I  bear  to  thee,  to  distrust  thy  power, 
since  I  myself  adore  it,  and  know  that  it  has 
been  made  manifest  to  my  progenitors ;  but 
I  am  stU!  in  doubt  how  I,  who  am  a  private 
man,  and  one  of  no  abilities,  should  either 
persuade  my  own  countr}tnen  to  leave  the 
country  they  now  inhabit,  and  to  follow  me 
to  a  land  whither  I  lead  them  ;  or,  if  they 
should  be  persuaded,  how  can  I  force  Pha- 
raoh to  permit  them  to  depart,  since  they 
augment  their  own  wealth  and  prosperity  by 
the  labours  and  works  they  put  upon  them  I" 

3.  But  God  persuaded  him  to  be  cou- 
rageous on  all  occasions,  and  promised  to  be 
with  him,  and  to  assist  him  in  his  words, 
when  he  was  to  persuade  men;  and  in  his 
deeds,  when  he  was  to  perform  wonders.  He 
bid  him  also  to  take  a  signal  of  the  truth  of 
what  he  said,  by  throwing  his  rod  upon  the 
ground ;  which  when  he  had  done,  it  crept 
along,  and  was  become  a  serpent,  and  rolled 
itself  round  in  its  folds,  and  erected  its  head, 
as  ready  to  revenge  itself  on  such  as  should 
assault  it;  after  which  it  became  a  rod  again 
as  before.  After  this  God  bid  Moses  to  put 
his  right  hand  into  his  bosom:  he  obeyed, 
and  when  he  look  it  out  it  was  while,  and  in 
colour  like  to  chalk,  but  afterward  it  returned 
to  its  wonted  colour  again.  He  also,  upon 
God's  command,  took  some  of  the  water  that 
was  near  him,  and  poured  it  upon  the  ground, 
and  saw  the  colour  was  that  of  blood.  Upon 
the  wonder  that  Moses  showed  at  these  signs, 
God  exhorted  him  to  be  of  good  courage, 
and  to  be  assured  that  he  would  be  the  great- 
est support  to  him;  and  bid  him  make  use  of 
those  signs,  in  order  to  obtain  belief  among 
all  men,  that  "thou  art  sent  by  me,  and 
dost  all  things  according  to  my  commands. 
Accordingly,  I  enjoin  thee  to  make  no  more 
delays,  but  to  make  haste  to  Egypt,  and  to 
travel  night  and  day,  and  not  to  draw  out  the 
time,  and  so  make  the  slavery  of  the  Hebrews 
and  their  sufferings  to  last  the  longer." 

4.  Moses,  having  now  seen  and  heard  these 
wonders  that  assured  him  of  the  truth  of  these 
promises  of  God,  had  no  room  left  him  to  dis- 
believe them:  he  entreated  him  to  grant  him 
ihat  power  when  he  should  be  in  Egypt;  and 
besought  him  to  vouchuaife  him  tha  knowledge 


of  his  own  name;  and,  since  he  had  heard 
and  seen  him,  that  he  would  also  tell  him  his 
name,  that  when  he  offered  sacrifice  he  might 
invoke  him  by  such  his  name  in  his  oblations. 
Whereupon  God  declared  to  him  bis  holy 
name,  which  had  never  been  discovered  to 
men  before;  concerning  which  it  is  not  law- 
ful for  me  to  say  any  more.*  Now  these 
signs  accompanied  Moses,  not  then  only,  but 
always  wlien  he  prayed  for  them:  of  all 
which  signs  he  attributed  the  firmest  assent  to 
the  fire  in  the  bush ;  and  believing  that  God 
would  be  a  gracious  supporter  to  him,  he 
hoped  he  should  be  able  to  deliver  his  own 
nation,  and  bring  calamities  on  the  Egyptians. 


CHAPTER  Xni. 

HOW    MOSES   AND   AABOM    RETURNED    INTO 
EGYPT    TO    PHARAOH. 

§  1.  So  Moses,  when  he  understood  that  the 
Pharaoh,  in  whose  reign  he  fled  away,  was 
dead,  asked  leave  of  Kaguel  to  go  to  EgA'pt, 
for  the  benefit  of  his  own  people:  and  he 
took  with  him  Zipporah,  the  daughter  of  Ra- 
guel,  whom  he  had  married,  and  the  children 
he  had  by  her,  Gersom  and  Eleazar,  and 
made  haste  into  Egypt.  Now  the  former  of 
those  names,  Gersom,  in  the  Hebrew  tongue, 
signifies  that  he  was  ?«  a  afrani^e  land ,-  and 
Eleazar,  thaty  by  the  assts/ance  of  the  Gud  of 
his  fathers,  he  had  escaped  from  the  Egyptians 
Now  when  they  were  near  the  borders,  Aaror 
his  brother,  by  the  command  of  God,  mcl 
him,  to  whom  he  declared  what  had  bcfaHeii 
him  at  the  mountain,  and  the  commands  that 
God  had  given  him.  But  as  they  were  go- 
ing forward,  the  chief  men  among  the  He- 
brews, having  learned  that  they  were  coming, 
met  them ;  to  whom  Moses  declared  the  signs 
he  had  seen;  and  while  they  could  not  be- 
lieve them,  he  made  them  see  them.  So  they 
took  courage  at  these  surprising  and  unex- 
pected sights,  and  hoped  well  of  their  entire 
deliverance,  as  believing  now  that  God  took 
care  of  their  preser\'ation. 

2.  Since  then  Moses  found  that  the  He- 
brews would  be  obedient  to  whatsoever  he 
should  direct,  as  they  promised  lo  be,  and 
were  in  love  with  liberty,  he  came  to  the  king, 
who  had  indeed  but  lately  received  the  govern- 

*  TLis  superstitious  fear  ofdiscovering  the  name  with 
four  letters,  which  of  late  \Ye  have  been  usctl  fulsely  to 
prouounee  Jehovah,  but  peems  to  have  been  oriffinally 
primounced  Jehoh.  or  Jao,  \a  never.  I  think,  heanl  of  till 
this  passage  of  Josephus;  ao'l  this  superstition,  in  not 
pronouncing  th:it  name,  h.is  continued  among  the  Rub- 
binicalJews  to  thisday  (though  whether  the  t-'amnrilHns 
and  Caraite^  observed  it  so  early,  tines  not  iippenr). 
Jo,-ephus  also  durst  not  set  down  the  very  words  of  the 
ten  commandnieut-j,  as  we  shall  see  hereitfter.  Antiq. 
Ixtok  iii.  chap.  v.  Pert.  4;  which  supert-titious  silence,  I 
think,  has  yet  not  been  cnntinued  even  by  the  Itabbing. 
It  is  liDwever  no  doubt,  but  both  these  cautious  oonociU- 
nients  were  taught  Juiephus  by  the  i'harii)i.-e-< :  a  body 
of  man  at  e&ee  yvry  iri«ked  and  very  superstitious. 
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ment,  and  toIJ  him  how  much  he  had  done 
for  the  good  of  the  Egyptians,  when  they 
wore  despised  by  the  Ethiopians,  and  their 
country  laid  waste  by  them ;  and  how  he  had 
been  the  commander  of  their  forces,  and  had 
laboured  for  them,  as  if  they  had  been  his 
own  people;  and  he  informed  him  in  what 
danger  he  had  been  during  that  expedition, 
without  having  any  proper  returns  made  him 
es  he  had  desened.  He  also  informed  him 
distinctly  what  things  happened  to  him  at 
mount  Sinai;  and  what  God  said  to  him; 
and  the  signs  that  were  done  by  God,  in  order 
to  assure  him  of  the  authority  of  those  com- 
mands which  he  had  given  him.  He  also  ex 
horted  him  not  to  disbeHcvc  what  we  told  him, 
nor  to  oppose  the  will  of  God. 

3.  But  when  the  king  derided  Moses,  he 
made  him  in  earnest  sec  the  signs  that  were 
done  at  mount  Sinai.     Y'et  was  the  king  very 
angrv  with  him,  and  called  him  an  ill   man. 
who'had  formerly  run  away  from  his  Egyp- 
tian slaverv,  and  came  now  back  with  deceit- 
ful tricks,  and  wonders  and  magical  arts,  to 
astonish  him.     .And  when  he  had  said   this, 
he  commanded  the  priests  to  let  him  see  the 
same  wonderful  sights;  as  knowing  that  the 
Egyptians  were  skilful  in  this  kind  of  learn- 
ing, and  that  he  was  not  the  only  person  who 
knew  them,  and  pretended  them  to  be  divine; 
as  also  he   told   him,  that  when  he  brought 
such  wonderful  sights  before  him,  he  would 
only   be    believed    by    the    unlearned.      Now 
when  the  priests  threw  down  their  rods,  they 
became  serpents.    But  Moses  was  not  daunted 
at  it;   and   said,  "O    king,  I  do   not   myself 
despise    the  wisdom  of  the  Egyptians,  hut  I 
say  that  what  I  do  is  so  much   superior  to 
what  these  do  by  magic  arts  and   tricks,  as 
divine  power  exceeds  the  power  of  man :  but 
I  will  demonstrate  that  what  I  do  is  not  done 
by  craft,  or  counterfeiting  what  is  not  really 
true,  but  that  they  appear  by  the  providence 
and  power  of  God."     And  when  he  had  said 
this,  he  cast  his  rod  down  upon  tlie  ground, 
and  commanded  it  to  turn  itself  into  a  ser- 
pent.   It  obeyed  him,  and  went  all  around,  and 
devoured  the  rods  of  the   Egyptians,  which 
seemed  to  be  dragons,  until  it  had  consumed 
them  all.     It  then  returned  to  its  own  form, 
and  Moses  took  it  into  his  hand  again. 

4.  However,  the  king  was  no  more  moved 
when  this  was  done  than  before ;  and  being 
very  angry,  he  said  that  he  should  gain  no- 
thing by  this  his  cunning  andshrewdncss  against 
the  Egyptians; — and  he  commanded  him 
that  was  the  chief  task-master  over  the  He- 
brews, to  give  them  no  relaxation  from  their 
labours,  but  to  compel  them  to  submit  to 
greater  oppressions  than  before;  and  though 
he  allowed  them  chalf  before  for  making 
their  bricks,  he  would  allow  it  them  no  longer; 
but  he  made  them  to  work  hard  at  brick- 
making,  in  the  day-time,  and  to  gather  chaff 
in  the   night.     Now  when  their  labour  was 


thus  doubled  upon  them,  they  laid  the  blame 
upon  Moses,   because   their  labour  and  their 
misery  were  on  his  account  become  more  se- 
vere to  them.    But  Moses  did  not  let  his  cour- 
age sink  for  the  king's  thrcatenings;  nor  did 
he  abate  of  his  zeal  on   account  of  the  He- 
brews' complaints ;  but  he  supported  himself, 
and  set  his  soul  resolutely  against  them  both, 
and  used  his  own  utmost  diligence  to  procure 
liberty  to  his    countrymen.     So  he  went  to 
the  king,  and  persuaded  him  to  let  the  He- 
brews go  to  mount  Sinai,  and  there  to  sacri- 
fice to  God,  because  God  had  enjoined  them 
so    to   do.     He   persuaded   him   also   not   to 
counterwork  the  designs  of  God,  but  to  esteem 
his    favour    above    all    things,  and    to  permit 
them  to  depart,  lest,  before  he  be  aware,  he 
lay  an  obstruction  in  the  way   of  the  divine 
commands,  and  so  occasion  his  own  suffering 
such  punishments  as  it  was  probable  any  one 
that    counterworked    the    divine    commands 
should  undergo,  since  the  severest  afflictions 
arise  from  every  object  to  those  that  provoke 
the  divine  wrath  against  them;   for  such  as 
these  have  neither  the  earth  nor  the  air  for 
their  friends;   nor  are  the  fruits  of  the  womb 
according   to   nature,  but   every  thing  is  un- 
friendly and  adverse  towards  them.     He  said 
farther,  that  the  Egyptians  should  know  this 
by  sad  experience ;   and  that  besides,  the  He- 
brew people  should  go  out  of  their  country 
without  their  consent. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

COSCEBXC-O     THE     TEN     PLAGUES    WHICH    CAJJB 
CPOS    THE    EGYPTIAXS. 

§  1.  But  when  the  king  despised  the  words 
of  Moses,  and  had  no  regard  at  all  to  them, 
grievous  plagues  seized  the  Egyptians  ;  every 
one  of  which  I  will  describe,  both  because  no 
such  plagues  did  ever  happen  to  any  other 
nations  as  the  Egyptians  now  felt, — and  be- 
cause I  would  demonstrate  that  Moses  did  not 
fail  in  any  one  thing  that  he  foretold  them  ;  and 
because  it  is  for  the  good  of  mankind,  that  they 
may  learn  this  caution  : — Not  to  do  any  thing 
that  may  displease  God,  lest  he  be  provoked 
to  wratii,  and  avenge  their  iniquities  upon 
them.  For  the  Egyptian  river  ran  with  bloody 
water  at  the  command  of  God,  insomuch  that 
it  could  not  he  drunk,  and  they  had  no  other 
spring  of  water  neither;  for  the  water  was 
not  only  of  the  colour  of  blood,  but  it  brought 
upon  those  that  ventured  to  drink  of  it,  great 
pains  and  bitter  torment.  Such  was  the  river 
to  the  Egyptians ;  but  it  was  sweet  and  fit  for 
drinking  to  the  Hebrews,  and  no  way  different 
from  what  it  naturally  used  to  be.  As  the  king 
therefore  knew  not  what  to  do  in  these  sur- 
prising circumstances,  and  was  in  fear  for  the 
Egyptians,  he  gave  the  Hebrews  leave  to  go 
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cway:  but  when  the  plaeue  ceased,  he  changed '.was  destitute  of  husbandmen  for   its  cuiti. 


LU  mind  again,  and  would  not  suffer  them  logo 
2.  But  when  God  saw  that  he  was  un- 
grateful, and  upon  the  ceasing  of  this  calam- 
ity would  not  grow  wiser,  he  sent  another 
plague  upon  the  Egyptians :  —  An  innumer- 
able multitude  of  frogs  consumed  the  fruit  of 
the  ground ;  the  river  was  also  full  of  them, 
i;;somuch  that  those  who  drew  water  had  it 
spoiled  by  the  blood  of  these  animals,  as  they 
died  in,  and  were  destroyed  by,  the  water; 
and  the  country  was  full  of  filthy  slime,  as 
tbey  were  born  and  as  tliey  died :  they  also 
spoiled  their  vessels  in  their  houses,  which 
they  used,  and  were  found  among  what  they 
ate  and  what  they  drank,  and  came  in  great 
numbers  upon  their  beds.  There  was  also  an 
ungrateful  smell,  and  a  stink  arose  from  them, 
as  they  were  born,  and  as  thty  died  therein. 
Now,  when  the  Egyptians  were  under  the 
oppression  of  these  miseries,  the  king  ordered 
Moses  to  take  the  Hebrews  with  him.  and  be 
gone.  Upon  which  the  whole  m 
the  frogs  vanished  away  ;  and  both  the  land 
and  the  river  returned  to  their  former  natures. 
But  as  soon  as  Pharaoh  saw  the  land  freed 
from  this  plague,  he  forgot  the  cause  of  it, 
and  retained  the  Hebrews;  and,  as  though 
he  had  a  mind  to  try  the  nature  of  more  such 
judgments,  he  would  not  yet  sutfer  Moses 
and  his  people  to  depart,  having  granted  that 
liberty  rather  out  of  fear  than  out  of  any  good 
consideration.* 

3.  Accordingly  God  punished  his  falseness 
with  another  plague,  added  to  the  former ; 
for  there  arose  out  of  the  bodies  of  the  Egyp- 
tians an  innumerablequantityof  lice,  by  which, 
wicked  as  they  were,  they  miserably  perished, 
as  not  able  to  destroy  this  sort  of  vermin 
either  with  washes  or  with  ointments.  At 
which  terrible  judgment  the  king  of  Egypt 
was  in  disorder,  upon  the  fear  into  which  he 
reasoned  himself,  lest  his  people  should  be 
destroyed,  and  that  the  manner  of  this  death 
was  also  reproachful,  so  that  he  was  forced 
in  part  to  recover  himself  from  his  wicked 
temper  to  a  sounder  mind,  for  he  gave  leave  for 
the  Hebrews  themselves  to  depart.  But  when 
the  plague  thereupon  ceased,  he  thought  it 
proper  to  require  that  they  should  leave  their 
children  and  wives  behind  them,  as  pledges 
of  their  return ;  whereby  he  provoked  God 
to  be  more  vehemently  angry  at  him,  as  if  he 
thoughf  to  impose  on  his  providence,  and  as  if  it 
were  only  Moses,  and  not  God.  who  punished 
the  Egyptians  for  the  sake  of  the  Hebrews ; 
for  he  filled  that  country  full  of  various  sorts 
of  pestilential  creatures,  with  their  various 
properties,  such  indeed,  as  had  never  come 
into  the  sight  of  men  before,  by  whose  means 
the  men  perished  themselves,  and  the  land 


•  Of  this  judicial  hardeoinft  the  bearls.  and  blinding 
the  eyes  of  wicVed  niro.  or  iiiratiiatini;  Iliem.  as.  a  just 
poDishnient  for  tlieir  other  wUftil  sins,  to  their  own  dt-- 
•trucuuQ,  sec  the  cute  OQ  Anliq   b-  \u.  elk  ix.  sect.  6. 


vation ;  hut  if  any  thing  escaped  (Jestruction 
from  thera,  it  was  killed  by  a  distemper  which 
the  men  underwent  also. 

4.  But  when  Pharaoh  did  not  even  then 
yield  to  the  will  of  God,  but,  while  he  gave 
leave  to  the  husbands  to  take  their  wives  «ilb 
them,  yet  insisted  that  the  children  should  be 
left  behind,  God  presently  resolved  to  |hii!15ii 
his  wickedness  with  several  sorts  of  calamines, 
and  those  worse  tb;in  the  foregoing,  which  >et 
bad  so  generally  affiicted  them ;  for  their  bo- 
dies had  terrible  boils,  breaking  forth  with 
blaiiis,  while  they  were  already  inwardly  con- 
sumed; and  a  great  part  of  the  Egyptians  per- 
ished in  this  manner.  But  when  the  king 
was  not  brought  to  reason  by  this  plague,  hail 
was  sent  down  from  heaven;  and  such  hail  it 
was,  as  the  climate  of  Egypt  had  never  sulVered 
before,  nor  was  it  like  to  that  which  falls  in 
other  climates  in  winter  time,'  but  was  larger 
than  that  which  falls  in  the  middle  of  spring 
ultitude  of  i  to  those  that  dwell  in  the  northern  and  north- 
western regions.  This  hail  broke  down  tlieif 
boughs  laden  with  fruit.  After  this  a  tribe 
of  locusts  consumed  the  seed  which  was  not 
hurt  by  the  hail;  so  that  to  the  Egyptians  all 
hopes  of  the  future  fruits  of  the  ground  were 
entirely  lost. 

5.  One  would  think  the  forementioned  ca- 
lamities might  have  been  sufficient  for  one  that 
was  only  foolish,  without  wickedness,  to  make 
him  wise,  and  to  make  him  sensible  what  was 
for  his  advantage.  But  Pharaoh,  led  not  so 
much  by  his  folly  as  by  bis  wickedness,  even 
when  be  saw  the  cause  of  his  miseries,  he  still 
contested  with  God,  and  wilfully  deserted  the 
cause  of  virtue;  so  he  bid  Sloses  take  the  He- 
bre«-8  away,  with  their  wives  and  children,  but 
to  leave  their  cattle  behind,  since  their  own 
cattle  were  destroyed.  But  when  Moses  said 
that  what  he  desired  was  unjust,  since  the) 
were  obliged  to  offer  sacrifices  to  God  of  thost 
cattle ;  and  the  time  being  prolonged  on  thi? 
account,  a  thick  darkness,  without  the  least 
light,  spread  itself  over  the  Egyptians,  where, 
by  their  sight  being  obstructed,  and  theii 
breathing  hindered  by  the  thickness  of  the  air 
they  died  miserably,  and  under  a  terror  lest 
thev  should  be  swallowed  up  by  thedark  cloud. 
Besides  this,H  hen  the  darkness.after  three  days 
and  as  many  nights,  was  dissipated,  and  when 
Pharaoh  did  not  still  repent  and  let  the  Hebrews 
go,  Moses  came  to  him  and  said,  "  How  long 
wilt  thou  be  disobedient  to  the  command  of 
God  ?  for  he  enjoins  thee  to  let  the  Hebrews 
go;  nor  is  there  any  other  way  of  being  freed 
from  the  calamities  you  are  under,  unless  you 
do  so."  But  the  king  was  angry  at  what  he 
said,  and  threatened  to  cut  off  bis  head  if  he 
came  anv  more  to  trouble  him  about  these  mat- 
ters,     ilercupon   Moses  said  he   would   not' 


•  As  to  lhi.i  winter  or  spring  hail  near  Etrypt  and  Ju. 
dea.  see  the  lite  i.o  thunder  and  lightning  there,  in 
the  Bute  un  Aultq.  h.  s  i.  ch.  v.  sect  vi. 
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speaV  to  him  any  more  about  them,  for  that 
he  Uimself,  together  with  the  principal  men 
among  the  Egyptians,  should  desire  the  He- 
brews to  go  away.  So  when  Moses  had  said 
this,  he  went  his  way. 

6.  But  when  God  had  signified,  that  with  one 
more  plague  he  would  compel  the  Egyptians  to 
let  the  Hebrews  go,  he  commanded  Moses  to 
tell  the  people  that  they  should  have  a  sacrifice 
ready,  and  that  they  should  prepare  them- 
selves on  the  tenth  'day  of  the  month  Xan- 
thicus,  against  the  fourteenth  (which  month 
is  called  by  the   Egyptians   Phannutb,    and 
Nisan  by  the  Hebrews;  but  the  Macedonians 
call  it  Xanthicusj  and  that  he  should  carry 
away  the  Hebrews  with  all  they  had.   Accord- 
ingly, be  having  got  the  Hebrews  ready  for 
their  departure,  and  having  sorted  the  people 
into  tribes,  he    kept  thera  together  in  one 
place:  but  Avhen  the  fourteenth  day  was  come, 
and  all  were  ready  to  depart,  they  offered  the 
sacrifice,  and  purified  their  houses  with  the 
blood,  using  bunches  of  hyssop  lor  that  pur- 
pose; and  when  tbey  bad  supped,  they  burnt 
the  remainder  of  the  flesh,  as  just  ready  to  de- 
part.   Whence  it  is  that  we  do  still  offer  this 
sacrifice  in  like  manner  to  this  day,  and  call 
this  festival  Pascha,  which  signifies  the  feast  of 
the  passover;  because  on  that  day  God  passed 
us  over,  and  sent  the  plague  upon  the  Egyp- 
tians ;   for  the  destruction  of  the   first-born 
came  upon  the  Egyptians  that  night,  so  that 
raanv  of  the  Egyptians  who  lived  near  the 
Icing's  palace,  persuaded  Pharaoh  to  let  the 
Hebrews  go.     Accordingly  he  called  for  Mo- 
ses, and  bid  them  begone;  as  supposing,  that 
if  once  the  Hebrews  were  gone  out  of  the 
country,    Egypt    should    be    freed   from   its 
miseries.     They  also  honoured  the  Hebrews 
with  gifts;'  some,  in  order  to  get  them  to 
depart  quickly,  and  others  on  account  of  their 
neighbourhood,  and  the  friendship  they  had 
with  them. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

BOW  THE  HEBREWS,  UNDER  THE  CONDLCT  OF 
MOSES,  LEFT  EGYPT. 

K  1  So  the  Hebrews  went  out  of  Egypt, 
'while  the  Egyptians  wept,  and  repented  that 
they  bad  treated  them  so  hardly — ^ow  they 
•  TheM-  larse  prtMOts  mad.!  lo  the  Israelites,  of  res- 
«ls  of  silver,  and  vessels  of  cold,  and  raiment,  were,  as 
ro'epbustrni,  calls  them,  pfts  really  Riven  them;  no, 
U„,  them,  as  our  Enclish  falsely  renders  then..  They 
ven:  spoils  required,  not  borwwed  of  them,  Geo.  iv.  14, 
F.od  ,1..  i-2. \i.  2.  Psalm  cv.  37,  as  the  same  version 
falsely  ten.lers  tbe  Hebrew  word  here  used,  Llol.  xii. 
35.  3li  <:od  had  ordered  the  Je«s  to  demand  these  as 
tiu-ir  pay  and  reward,  durinj  their  long  and  hitler  slaver. 
in  Fcvpt.as  atonemeulsfur  tl.e  Lvesof  the  t-cyHlans. 
«„d  a,  the  condition  of  the  Jews'  'J'l'"'""'-."'''' "'  "'- 
l.-vplians'  deliverance  from  the>e  ter.ibie  judiment- 
uTii.b  hid  they  not  now  cease.l.  tbey  bad  suo.i  been  ai 
dead  men.  as  the«  themselves  coifess,  cb  «i..  J-t  .>." 
was  there  any  sense  in  borrowing  or  }<'"^"<- /}''""'' 
U-a,.liles  were  6lially  deparliog  out  pf  the  Und  for  ever. 


took  their  journey  by  Letopolis,  a  place  at  that 

time  deserted,  but  where  Babylon  was  built 

afterwards,  when  Cambyses  laid  Egypt  waste : 

but  as  they  went  away  hastily,  on  the  third 

day  they  came  to  a  place  called  Baalzephon, 

on  the  Red  Sea ;  and  when  they  had  no  food 

out  of  the  land,  because  it  was  a  desert,  they 

eat  of  loaves  kneaded  of  flour,  only  warmed  by 

a  gentle  heat ;  and  this  food  they  made  use  of 

for  thirty  days;  for  what  they  brought  with 

them  out  of  Egypt  would  not  suffice  them 

any  longer  time;   and  this  only  while  they 

dispensed  it  to  each  person,  to  use  so  much 

only  as  would  serve  for  necessity,  but  not  for 

satiety.    .Whence  it  is  that,  in  memory  of  the 

want  we  were  then  in,  we  keep  a  feast  for 

eight  days,  which  is  called  (Ae /cast  ofun- 

leavened  bread.     Now  the  entire  multitude  of 

those  that  went  out,  including  the  women  and 

children,  was  not  easy  to  be  numbered;  but 

those  that  were  of  an  age  fit  for  war,  were  six 

hundred  thousand. 

2  They  left  Egypt  in  the  month  Xanthi- 
cus,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  lunar  month; 
four  hundred  and  thirty  years  after  our  fore- 
father Abraham  came  info  Canaan,  but  two 
hundred  and  fifteen  years  only  after  Jacob  re- 
moved into  Egypt.t  It  was  the  eightieth 
year  of  the  age  of  Moses,  and  of  that  of  Aaron 
three  more.  They  also  carried  out  the  bones 
of  Joseph   with  them,  as  he  had  charged  his 

sons  to  do.  .  J  iu  » 

3.  But  the  Egyptians  soon  repented  that 
the  Hebrews  were  gone;  and  the  king  also 
was  mightily  concerned  that  this  had  been 
procured  by  the   magic  arts  of  Moses;    so 
they  resolved  to  go  after  them      Accordirigly 
thev  took  their  weapons,  and  other  yvarlike 
furniture,  and  pursued  after  them,  m  order 
to  bring  them  back,  if  once  they  overtook 
them   because  they  would  now  have  no  pre- 
tence to  pray  to  God  against  them,  since  they 
had  already  been  permitted  to  go  out ;  and 
they  thought   they  should   easily  overcome 
thera,  as  they  had  no  armour,  and  would  be 
weary  with  their  journey;  so  they  made  haste 
in  their  pursuit,  and  asked  of  every  one  tbey 
met  which  way  they  were  gone.    And  indeed 
that  Und  was  difficult  to  be  travelled  over, 
not  only  by  armies,  but  by  single  persons 
Notv  Moses  led  the  Hebrews  this  way,  that 
in  case  the  Egyptians  should  repent  and  he 
desirous  to  pursue   after   them,  they  might 
undergo  the  punishment  of  their  ™ckedness 
and  of  the  breach  of  those  promises  they  had 
made  to  them.     As  also  he  led  them  this  way 
on  account  of  the  PhiUstines,  who  had  quar- 


+  Why  our  Masorete  copy  so  groundlessj^  ^^"^^',1  ,hj 
account  in  Exod.  xii.  "O- ■"  «°.f  ".'"VtfnZXrit  i. 
sole  perezrination  of  the  Israelites  ■"  ^BM'^.  "™1';  "  " 
clear  even  by  that  Masorete  chronology  elscwbere,  aj 
win  iTom, be  express  text  itself,  in  >>■=  Sarnantan. 
>ep,i,ac.nt.  and  Jostphus.  Ihat.lhey  sojourned  "  E"Pj 
bufhalf  that  time,-and  that  by  "^^J'^n'SIf  Can^n, 
half  of  their  peretrmatiun  was  in  the  laud  "f  Canaan, 
before  they  came  int..  Esypt,-ts  hard  lo  saj.  See  twaj 
»n  tbc  Old  TcsUmenl,  p.  62,  63. 
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relied  with  Ihem,  and  hated  them  of  old,  that ;  their  freedom ;  and  this  so  far-  that  their  in 

by  aU   means  thev  might  not  know  of  their  ;  credulity  prompted  them   to  throw  stones  a» 

departure,  for  their  country  is  near  lo  that  of  ;  the  prophet,  wlUlc  he   encourged   ihem   am* 
Epr-'pt;   and    thence   it  was   that 


Moses  led 
them  not  along  the  road  that  tended  to  the 
land  of  the  Philistines,  but  he  was  desirous 
that  they  should  go  through  the  desert,  that 


promised  them  deliverance ;  and  they  resolved 
that  thev  would  deliver  themselves  up  to  the 
Egyptians.  So  there  was  sorrow  and  lamen- 
tation among  the  women   and  children,  who 


after  a  long  journey,  and  after  many  j  had  nothing  hut  destruction  before  their  eyes, 
afflictions,  they  might  enter  upon  the  land  of  j  while  they  were  encompassed  with  mountains, 
Canaan.  Another  reason  of  this  was,  that  \  the  sea,  and  their  enemies,  and  discerned  no 
God  commanded  him  to  bring  tlie  people  lo  t  way  ol  flying  from  them. 


mount  Sinai,  that  there  they  might  ofler  him 
sacri6ces.  Kow  when  the  Egyptians  had 
overtaken  the  Hebrews,  they  prepared  to 
light  them,  and  by  their  multitude  ihsy  drove 
tliem  into  a  narrow  place ;  for  the  number 
that  pursued  after  them  was  six  hundred  cha- 
riots, with  fifty  thousand  horecinen,  and  two 
hundred  thousand  footmen,  all  armed.  They 
also  seized  upon  the  passages  by  which  they 
imagined  the  Hebrews  might  lly,  shutting 
them  up*  between  inaccessible  precipices  and 
the  sea;  for  there  was  [on  each  side]  a  [ridge 
of]  mountains  that  terminated  at  the  sea, 
which  were  impassable  by  reason  of  their 
roughness,  and  obstructed  their  flight;  where- 
fore they  there  pressed  upon  the  Hebrews 
with  their  army,  where  [llie  ridges  of]  the 
mountains  were  closed  with  the  sea;  which 
army  they  placed  at  the  chops  of  the  moun- 
tains, that  so  they  might  deprive  them  of  any 
passage  into  the  plain. 

4.  When  Lhc  Hebrews,  therefore,  were 
neither  able  to  bear  up,  being  thus,  as  it  were, 
besieged,  because  they  wanted  provisions,  nor 
saw  any  possible  way  of  escaping ;  and  if 
they  should  have  thought  of  fighting,  they 
had  no  weapons;  they  expected  a  universal 
destruction,  unless  they  delivered  themselves 
up  to  the  Egyptians.  So  they  laid  the  blame 
on  Moses,  and  forgot  all  the  signs  that  had 
been  wrought   by  God    for   the  recovery   of 

*  Tafee  the  main  part  of  Relantt*s  excellent  note  here, 
which  greatly  illu?trates  JoscphuH,  olul  the  itcripture.  in 
this  biatory,  as  follows:— " '.\  Iravtllfr.  sajs  Keland, 
whoiNf  name  was]  Kiicman.  when  he  returned  out  of 
Ee\'pt,  told  me  that  he  went  the  same  way  from  Kgypt 
to  iiiount  Sinai,  which  he  supposed  the  Israelites  of  old 
travelled :  and  that  he  fi.iuid  several  mountainous 
tracks,  that  ran  down  towards  the  Red  Sea.  He  thought 
tlio  Israelites  had  proceetlcd  as  f.ir  as  the  desert  of 
Ktham  (Esod.  xiii.  20),  when  they  were  commanded  by 
God  to  return  back  (Kxod.  .\iv.  2),  and  to  pilch  their 
camp  between  Mii^ol  and  the  sea ;  and  that  when  they 
were  not  able  to  fly.  unless  by  sea,  they  were  shut  in  on 
each  side  by  mountains.  lie  also  thoufiht  we  might 
evidently  learn  hence,  bow  it  might  be  said  that  the  Is- 
raelites were  in  Ethnm  beft.re  they  went  over  the  sea. 
and  yet  might  be  said  to  have  come  into  Etham  after 
they  had  passed  over  tlie  sea  also.  Besides,  he  gave  me 
anaccount  howhe  passed  over  a  river  in  a  boat  near  the 
city  Suez,  which  he  says  must  needs  he  the  Heroopolis 
of  the  ancient.s,  since  that  city  cuuld  not  be  situate  any- 
where else  in  that  neighbourhocKl." 

As  to  the  famous  pa.-^sage  pro<iuie<i  here  by  Dr.  Ber- 
nard, out  of  Herotiotus,  as  the  most  ancient  heathen 
testimony  of  the  Israelites  comin;;  from  the  Ited  fea 
into  Palestine,  Bishop  I'umberland  has  shown  that  it 
belongs  to  the  old  Canaanite  or  Phcenician  shepherds, 
and  their  retiring  out  of  Egypt  into  Canaan  or  Phce- 
nicia,  long  before  the  days  of  Moses.  Sanchoniatho. 
p.  374*c. 


5.  But  Moses,  though  the  multitude  looked 
fiercely  at  him,  did  not,  however,  give  over 
the  care  of  them,  but  despised  all  dangers, 
out  of  his  trust  in  God,  who,  as  he  had 
aflbrded  them  the  several  steps  already  taken 
for  the  recovery  of  their  liberty,  which  he  had 
foretold  them,  would  not  now  sutler  them  to 
be  subdued  by  their  enemies,  to  be  either 
made  slaves  or  be  slain  by  ihem:  and,  stand- 
ing in  the  midst  of  them,  he  said,  "  It  is  no* 
just  of  us  to  distrust  even  men,  when  they 
have  hitherto  well  managed  our  afl'airs,  as  if 
they  would  not  be  the  same  men  hereafter;  but 
it  is  no  better  than  madness,  at  this  time,  to 
despair  of  the  providence  of  God,  by  whose 
power  all  those  things  have  been  performed 
which  he  promised  when  you  expected  no 
such  things:  I  mean  all  that  I  have  been 
concerned  in  for  your  deliverance  and  escape 
from  slavery.  Nay,  when  we  are  in  the  ut- 
most distress,  as  you  see  we  are,  we  ought 
rather  to  hope  tliat  God  will  succour  us,  by 
whose  operation  it  is  that  we  are  now  encom- 
passed within  this  narrow  place,  that  he  may 
deliver  us  out  of  such  difficulties  as  arc  other, 
wise  insurmountable,  and  out  of  which  nei- 
ther you  nor  your  enemies  expect  you  can  be 
delivered,  and  may  at  once  demonstrate  his 
own  power  and  his  providence  over  us.  Nor 
docs  God  use  to  give  his  help  in  small  difR- 
culties  lo  those  whom  he  favours,  but  in  such 
cases  where  no  one  can  see  how  any  hope  in 
man  can  better  their  condition.  Depend, 
therefore,  upon  such  a  protector  as  is  able  to 
make  small  things  great,  and  to  show  that 
this  mighty  force  against  you  is  nothing  but 
weakness,  and  be  not  affrighted  at  the  Egyp- 
tian army,  nor  do  you  despair  of  being  pre- 
served, because  the  sea  before,  and  the  moun- 
tains behind,  ailbrd  you  no  opportunity  for 
flying;  for  even  these  mountains,  if  God  so 
please,  may  be  made  plain  ground  for  you^ 
and  the  sea  become  dry  land." 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

HOW  THE  SEA  WAS  DIVIDED  ASUNDER  TOR  THB 
HEBREWS.  WHEN  THEY  WERE  PIRSIED  BT 
THE  EGYPTIAXS,  AXD  SO  GATE  THEM  AN 
OPPORTIXITT  OF  ESCAPING  FROM  THEM. 

§   1.  When  Moses  had  said  this,  he  led  thei» 
to  the  sea,  while  the  Egyptians  looked  on. 
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for  thev  were  within  sight  Now  these  were 
so  distressed  by  the  toil  of  their  pursuit,  that 
they  thought  proper  to  put  ofl"  fighting  till  the 
next  dav.  But  when  Moses  was  come  to  the 
sea-shore,  he  took  his  rod,  and  made  suppli- 
cation to  God,  and  called  upon  him  to  be 
tlieir  helper  and  assistant ;  and  said,  "  Thou 
art  not  ignorant,  O  Lord,  that  it  is  beyond 
human  strength  and  human  contrivance  to 
avoid  the  ditfieulties  we  are  now  under ;  but 
it  must  be  thy  work  altogether  to  procure  de- 
liverance to  this  army,  which  has  left  Egypt 
at  thy  apiwintment.  We  despair  of  any 
other  assistance  or  contrivance,  and  have  re- 
course only  to  that  hope  we  have  in  thee; 
and  if  there  be  any  method  that  can  promise 
us  an  escape  by  thy  providence,  we  look  up 
to  thee  for  it.  And  let  it  come  quickly,  and 
manifest  thy  power  t«  us ;  and  do  thou  raise 
up  this  people  unto  good  courage  and  hope 
of  deliverance  who  are  deeply  sunk  into  a 
disconsolate  state  of  mind.  We  are  in  a 
helpless  place,  but  still  it  is  a  place  that  thou 
p.jsscs6est;  still  the  sea  is  thine,  the  mountains 
also  that  enclose  us  are  thine  ;  so  that  these 
niountuns  will  open  themselves  if  thou  com- 
mandest  them,  and  the  sea  also,  if  thou  com- 
mandest  it,  will  become  dry  land.  Nay,  we 
might  escape  by  a  flight  through  the  air,  if 
lliou  shouldst  determine  we  should  have  that 
way  of  salvation." 

2.  When  Moses  had  thus  addressed  him- 
self to  God,  he  smote  the  sea  with  his  roil, 
which  parted  asunder  at  the  stroke,  and  re- 
ceiving those  waters  into  itself  left  the  ground 
drv,  as  a  road  ami  a  place  of  flight  for  the 
Hebrews.  Now  when  Moses  saw  this  ap- 
pearance of  God,  and  that  the  sea  went  out 
of  its  own  place,  and  left  drj-  land,  he  went 
first  of  all  into  it  and  bid  the  Hebrews  to 
follow  him  along  that  divine  road,  and  to  re- 
joice at  the  danger  their  enemies  that  followed 
them  were  in  ;  and  gave  thanks  to  God  for 
this  so  surprising  a  deliverance  which  appeared 
from  him. 

3.  Now,  while  these  Hebrews  made  no 
stay,  but  went  on  earnestly,  as  led  by  God's 
presence  with  them,  the  Egyptians  supposed 
at  6rst  that  they  were  distracted,  and  were 
going  rashly  upon  manifest  destruction.  But 
when  they  saw  that  they  were  gone  a  great 
way  without  any  harm,  and  that  no  obstacle 
or  difficulty  fell  in  their  journey,  they  made 
haste  to  pursue  them,  hoping  that  the  sea 
would  be  calm  for  them  also.  They  put  their 
horse  foremost,  and  went  down  themselves 
into  the  sea.  Now  the  Hebrews,  while  these 
were  putting  on  their  armour,  and  therein 
spending  their  time,  were  beforehand  with 
them,  and  escaped  them,  and  got  first  over  to 
the  land  on  the  other  side  without  any  hurt. 
Whence  the  others  were  encouraged,  and 
more  courageously  pursued  them,  as  hoping 
no  harm  would  come  to  them  neither:  but 
the  Egyptians  were  not  aware  that  they  went 


into  a  road  made  for  the  Hebrews,  and  not 
for  others;  that  this  road  was  made  for  the 
deliverance  of  those  in  danger,  but  not  for 
those  that  were  earnest  to  make  use  of  it  for 
the  others'  destruction.  As  soon,  therefore, 
as  ever  the  whole  Egyptian  army  was  nithin 
it,  the  sea  flowed  to  its  own  place,  and  came 
down  with  a  torrent  raised  by  storms  of  wind,' 
and  encompassed  the  Egi'ptians.  Shower 
of  rain  also  came  down  from  the  sky,  and 
dreadful  thunders  and  lightning,  with  flashes 
of  fire.  Thunder-bolts  also  were  darted  upon 
them ;  nor  was  there  any  thing  which  used  to 
be  sent  by  God  upon  men,  as  indications  of 
his  wrath,  which  did  not  happen  at  this  time; 
for  a  dark  and  dismal  night  oppressed  them. 
And  thus  did  all  these  men  perish,  so  that 
there  was  not  one  man  left  to  be  a  messenger 
of  this  calamity  to  the  rest  of  the  Egj-ptians. 

4.  But  the  Hebrews  were  not  able  to  con- 
tain themselves  for  joy  at  their  wonderful  deli- 
verance, and  destruction  of  their  enemies.  No"- 
indeed,  supposing  (hemsclves  firmly  delivered, 
when  those  that  would  have  forced  them 
into  slavery  were  destroyed,  and  when  they 
found  they  had  God  so  evidently  for  their 
protector;  and  now  these  Hebrews  having 
escaped  the  danger  they  were  in,  after  this 
manner,  and  besides  that,  seeing  their  ene- 
mies punished  in  such  a  way  as  is  never  re- 
corded of  any  other  men  whomsoever,  were 
all  the  night  employed  in  singing  of  hymns, 
and  in  mirlh.t     Moses  also  composed  a  song 

•  Of  these  Btormflof  wind,  thuntlfr  and  lifrhtning,  nt 
thifl  drowninjr  of  I'hamob's  nrmy.  almost  wnntin>:  In  our 
copies  nf  Exodus,  but  fully  extniit  in  tlint  of  David, 
I'salm  Ix.Tvii.  16,  17.  IS.  and  in  tlml  of  Josephus  here, 
see  Kssay  on  the  Old  Test.  Appeml.  p.  1.^4,  155. 

t  What  some  have  here  objected  against  this  pasjiage 
of  the  Israelites  over  the  K«l  Sea,  in  this  one  night, 
from  the  common  maps,  viz.  that  Ibis  tea  hcing  here 
about  thirty  miles  broad,  so  great  an  army  coidd  not 
pass  over  it  in  so  .'■hort  a  time,  is  a  great  niLstako.  Mens. 
Thevenot.  an  authnntie  t-ye-witness,  informs  us,  that 
this  sea,  for  about  five  days'  journey,  is  nowhere  more 
than  about  eight  or  niue  miles  over-cross,  and  in  one 
place  but  four  or  five  mili^.^.  according  to  De  Li^lp's  map, 
which  is  ma-ie  from  the  best  travellers  themselves,  and 
not  copied  from  others.  What  has  t«en  further  ob- 
jected against  this  paiisage  of  tlie  Israelites,  and  drown- 
ing of  the  Kgyptians,  being  miraculous  also,  viz.  that 
Moses  might  carry  the  Israelites  over  at  a  low  tide  with- 
out any  miracle,  while  yet  the  Eg>ptiau8,  not  knowing 
the  tide  so  well  as  he,  might  bo  drowned  upon  the  return 
of  the  tide,  is  a  strange  story  indeed!  That  Moses,  who 
never  had  lived  there,  should  know  the  quantity  and 
time  of  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  Red  Sea  better  than 
the  Egyptians  themselves  in  its  neighlx)urhood :  Yet 
does  .\rtapanus.  an  ancient  heathen  historian,  inform 
us.  that  this  was  what  the  more  ignorant  Memphites, 
who  lived  at  a  greater  distance,  pretended,  though  he 
confesses,  that  the  more  learned  lleliopolitans,  who 
lived  much  nearer,  owned  the  destruction  of  the  Kgyp- 
tians, and  the  deliverance  of  the  Israelites,  to  have  been 
miraculous ;  and  De  Castro,  a  matheniatii-ian,  who  sur- 
veyed this  sea  with  great  exactness,  informs  us,  that 
there  is  no  great  flux  or  reflux  in  this  part  of  the  Ited 
-ea,  to  give  a  colour  to  this  hypothesis;  nay.  that  at 
■  he  elevation  of  the  tide  there  is  little  above  half  the 
height  of  a  man.  See  Kssay  on  the  Old  Test.  Append. 
\..  239.  240.  So  vain  and  groundle,ss  are  these  and  the 
like  evasions  and  subterfuges  of  our  modem  sceptics 
and  unbelievers,  and  so  certainly  do  thorough  inquiries 
and  authentic  evidence  disprove  and  confute  such  eva- 
eions  and  subterfuges  upon  all  occasioaa ! 
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unto  God,  containing  his  praises,  and  a 
thanksgiving  for  bis  kindness,  in  hexameter 
verse.* 

5.  As  for  myself,  I  have  delivered  every 
part  of  this  history  as  I  found  it  in  the  sacred 
books;  nor  let  any  one  wonder  at  the  s+range-  ] 
ness  of  the  narration,  if  a  way  were  di£C9  rt  red  ! 
to  those  men  of  old  time,  who  were  free  from 
the  wickedness  of  the  modern  aj;es.  whether 
it  happened  by  the  will  oi  Ood,  or  whether  it 
happened  of  its  own  accord, — while,  for  the 
sake  of  thc^c  th&t  accomoanied  Alexander, 
king  of  jUiedoji.b,  ivho  yet  hved,  compara- 
tively, but  a  little  while  ago,  the  Paraphylian 
Sea  retired  and  afforded  them  a  passage  f 
through  itself,  when  they  had  no  other  way 
to  go;   I  mean,  when  it  was  the  will  of  God 

•  W'jal  that  hexameter  verse,  in  which  Moses's  tri- 
uinphanl  song  is  here  said  to  be  written,  distinctly 
means,  irnr  present  ignorance  of  the  old  Hebrew  metre 
or  measure  will  not  let  lis  determine.  Nor  does  it  ap- 
pear to  nie  certain  that  even  Josi-i>hus  hiro*'If  bad  a  dis- 
tinct notion  of  it,  though  be  speak*;  of  several  sorts  of 
that  metre  or  measure,  both  here  and  elsewhere.  Antiq. 
book  iv.  ch.  Tiii.  sect  4-1 ;  and  buok  vii.  ch.  xii.  sect.  3. 

+  Take  here  the  uriciual  passaees  of  the  lour  old  ^n- 
thors  that  still  remain,  as  to  Ibis  transit  of  Alexander 
the  Great  over  the  l*amphyJian  Sea:  I  mean,  of  Callis- 
thenes.  -Strabo,  Arrian,  and  Appian-  As  to  Callisthenes, 
who  himself  accompanied  Alexander  in  this  expedition, 
Eustathius,  in  his  Notes  on  the  third  Iliad  oi  H.imer, 
(as  I>r.  Uernard  hen-  informs  lis)  says, Thai  "this  Callis- 
thenes  wrote  how  the  I'amphylian  Sea  did  not  only  open 
a  passage  ftr  Alexander,  but,  by  risinR  and  elevating  its 
waters,  did  pay  him  homage  as  Its  kin?  "  Strabo's  account 
is  this  {Geog.'book  xiv.  p.  GtlG):  "Sow  about  I'haselis 
is  that  narrow  passage,  by  the  sea-side,  throm-h  which 
Alexander  led  his  aniiy  Tliere  is  a  mountajn  called 
Climax,  which  adjoins  to  the  Sea  of  HamphUia,  leavin,; 
a  narrow  passage  on  tlie  shore,  which,  in  calui  weather. 
Is  bare,  so  as  to  be  passable  by  travellers;  but  when  the 
sea  overflows,  it  is  covered  to  a  Rreat  degree  by  the 
waves.  Now  then,  the  ascent  by  the  mountains  being 
round  about  and  stoep,  in  still  weather  tbcy  make  use 
of  tlie  road  aloni;  the  co-ist;  hut  Alexander  fell  into  the 
winter  season,  and  commitlinj;  himself  cbiefiy  to  fortune 
be  marched  on  before  the  uaves  retired;  and  so  it  hap- 
pened that  they  were  a  whole  day  in  joumejinj;  over  it, 
and  were  under  water  up  to  the  navel."  Arrian*s  account 
is  this  (book,  i.  p.  "i,  73):  "  When  Atexaoder  removed 
from  Phaselis,  be  sent  some  part  of  his  army  over  the 
mountains  to  Perca;  which  ruad  the  Thracians  showed 
him.    A  difficult  way  it  was,  but  sbort    Howercr  be 


to   destroy  the   monarchy  of  the  Persians;  ' 
and  this  is  confessed  to  be  true  by  all  that 
have  writteii  about  the  actions  of  Alexander; 
but  as  to  these  events,  let  every  one  detenmne-t 
as  he  pleases.  ^  -* 

6.  On  the  next  day  Moses  gathered  to- 
gethv-'.'  the  weapons  of  the  Eerjr'ptians,  which 
were  brought  to  the  camp  of  the  Hebrews  by 
the  current  of  the  sea,  and  the  force  of  the 
winds  assisting  it;  and  he  conjectured  that 
this  also  happened  by  Di\'ine  Providence, 
that  so  they  might  not  be  destitute  o^  weapons. 
So  when  he  had  otderea  the  lit;t).  cs^s  to  arm 
themselves  with  them,  he  led  them  to  mount 
Sinai,  in  order  to  offer  sacrifice  to  God,  and 
to  render  oblations  for  the  salvation  of  the 
multitude,  as  he  wa.s  charged  to  do  beforehand. 

himself  cnnducted  those  that  were  with  him  by  the  sea- 
shore. This  road  is  impassable  at  any  other  time  than 
when  the  north  wind  blows;  but  if  the  south  wind  pre- 
T.iil.  there  is  no  passing  by  the  shore.  Now  at  this  time, 
after  Strom;  south  wind*,  a  north  wind  blew;  and  that 
not  without  tlie  Divine  Provideoce  (as  boih  he  and  ihry 
that  were  with  him  supposed)  and  afforded  hiin  an  easy 
and  quxk  passace."  Appian.  when  he  compares  C;c»ar 
and  Alexander  lo?ether  (De  Bel.  Civil,  book  ii.  p  bii) 
says,  *■'  Tbatlhey  both  depended  on  their  boldness  and 
fortune,  as  much  as  on  their  skill  in  war."  As  an  inalance 
of  wbicb,  Alexander  journeyed  over  a  country  wtiho'Jl 
water,  in  the  heat  of  summer,  to  the  oracle  of  [JunitcrJ 
Mammon,  and  quickly  pas^tfd  over  t^ie  Bay  of  Pam- 
phyiia,  when,  by  Divine  l*rt>videoce,  (he  sea  was  cut 
olf:  —  thus  Providence  restraining  the  sea  on  his  ac- 
count, as  it  had  sent  bim  rain  when  he  travelled  [over 
the  desert]." 

N.B. — Since,  in  the  days  of  Josephus,  as  he  assures  ns, 
all  the  more  numerous  orii^inal  liistonans  of  Alexander 
frave  the  account  he  has  here  set  down,  as  to  the  provi- 
dential Roini?  back  of  the  waters  of  the  Pamphvlian  Sea, 
when  he  was  poioe  with  his  army  to  destroy  the  Persian 
monarchy,  which  the  forenamed  authors  now  remainiTi^ 
fully  contirm,  it  is  without  all  just  foundatioQ  that  Jo- 
sephus is  here  blamed  hy  some  late  writers  for  quotinj; 
,  those  ancient  authors  upon  the  present  occasion;  nor 
'  can  the  reflections  of  Plutarch,  or  any  other  author  later 
I  than  Josophiis,  be  in  the  least  here  alleged  to  contradict 
him.  Josephus  went  by  all  the  evidence  he  then  had, 
and  that  evidence  of  the  most  authentic  sort  also  So 
thai  whatever  the  moderns  may  think  of  the  thine  it«»*If 
there  is  hence  not  the  least  colour  for  QodiDg  fault  with 
Josephus:  he  would  rather  have  beta  Bjch  to  blaoM 
had  be  omitted  these  qtutaltoat. 
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BOOK  ni. 

OOMTAIMIMQ  THE  INTKHVAL  OF  TWO  tEiM. 

FEOM  THE  EXODUS  OUT  OF  EGYPT,  TO  THE  EEJECTION 
OF  THAT  GENERATION. 


CHAPTER  I. 

iroW  MOSES,  WHEN  HE  HAD  BEODGHT  THE 
PEOPLE  ODTOP  EGYPT,  LED  THEM  TO  MOUNT 
81NAI ;  EOT  NOT  TILL  THEY  HAD  SDFFEEED 
MUCH  IN  THEIK  JOUHNEY. 

§  1.  When  the  Hebrews  had  obtained  such 
a  wonderful  deliverance,  the  country  was  a 
great  trouble  to  them,  for  it  was  entirely  a 
desert,  and  without  all  sustenance  for  them  ; 
and  also  had  exceeding  little  water,  so  that  it 
not  only  was  not  at  all  sufficient  for  the  men, 
but  not  enough  to  feed  any  of  the  cattle;  for 
it  was  parched  up,  and  hud  no  moisture  that 
might  alford  nutriment  to  the  vegetables;  so 
they  were  forced  to  travel  over  this  country, 
as  having  no  other  country  but  this  to  travel 
in.  They  had  indeed  carried  water  along 
with  them,  from  the  land  over  which  they 
bail  travelled  before,  as  their  conductor  had 
bidden  them:  hut  when  that  was  spent,  they 
were  obliged  to  draw  water  out  of  wells,  with 
pain,  by  reason  of  the  hardness  of  the  soil. 
Jloreover,  what  water  they  found  was  bitter. 


and  not  fit  for  men  to  drink;  and  not  only 
so,  but  it  was  intolerable  even  to  the  cattle 
themselves. 

2.  When  Moses  saw  how  much  the  people 
were  cast  down,  and  that  the  occasion  of  it 
could  not  be  contradicted,  for  the  people  were 
not  in  the  nature  of  a  complete  array  of  men, 
who  might  oppose  a  manly  fortitude  to  the 
necessity  that  distressed  them;  the  multitude 
of  the  children,  and  of  the  women  also,  being 
of  too  weak  capacities  to  be  persuaded  by  rea- 
son, blunted  the  courage  of  the  men  them- 
selves, —  he  was  therefore  in  great  diffi- 
culties, and  made  every  body's  calamity  his 
own;  for  they  ran  all  of  them  to  him,  and 
begged  of  him;  the  women  begged  for  their 
infants,  and  the  men  for  the  women,  that  he 
would  not  overlook  them,  but  procure  some 
way  or  other  for  their  deliverance.  He  there- 
fore betook  himself  to  prayer  to  God,  that  he 
would  change  the  water  from  its  present  bad- 
ness, and  make  it  fit  for  drinking.  And  when 
God  haffgranted  him  that  favour,  he  took  the 
top  of  a  stick  that  lay  down  at  his  feet,  and 
divided  it  in  the  middle,  and  made  the  section 


and  not  fit  for  drinking,  and  this  in  small  I  lengthways.  He  then  let  it  dom.  into  the 
quantities  also;  and  as  they  thus  travelled,  |  well,  and  persuaded  the  "'=''^e»l»/°*',  y"" 
ihey  came  late  in  the  evening  to  a  place  called 
Marah,*  which  had  that  name  from  the  bad- 
ress  of  its  water,  for  Afar  denotes  bitterness. 
Thither  they  came,  atflicted  both  by  the  te- 
diousness  of  their  journey,  and  by  their  want 
cf  food,  for  it  entirely  tailed  them  at  that 
time.  Now  here  was  a  well,  which  made 
them  choose  to  stay  in  the  place,  which,  al- 
though it  were  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  so 
great  an  army,  did  yet  afford  them  some  com- 
fort, as  found  in  such  desert  places;  for  they 
heard  from  those  who  had  been  to  search,  that 
there  was  nothing  to  be  found,  if  they  tra- 
velled on  farther.  Yet  was  this  water  bitter, 
•  Dr.  Bernaril  l»<M  notice  h«re,  that  this  place.  Mar, 
where  the  waters  w.  re  bitter,  is  called  hy  the  Synim 
and  Arabians  Mariri.  and  by  the  Syrians  sometimes  Mo- 
ral*, all  derived  fi^m  the  Hebrew  Mar.  He  also  takes 
notice,  that  it  is  called  The  Bitter  Pounlain  by  Pliny 
himself;  which  waters  remain  there  to  this  day.  and  are 
atiU  bitter,  as  The^enot  assures  us;  and  that  there  arc 
also  abundance  of  paJm-Uees.  See  his  Travels,  part  i. 
caap.  XTvi-  p.  166. 


had  hearkened  to  his  prayers,  and  bad  pro- 
mised to  render  the  water  such  as  they  desired 
it  to  be,  in  case  they  would  be  subservient  to 
him  in  what  he  should  enjoin  him  to  do,  and 
this  not  after  a  remiss  or  negligent  manner. 
And  when  they  asked  what  they  were  to  do 
in  order  to  have  the  water  changed  for  the  bet- 
ter, he  bid  the  strongest  men  among  them  that 
stood  there,  to  draw  up  water  f;  and  told  them, 

+  The  additions  here  to  Moses's  account  of  the  sweet- 
ening of  the  waters  at  Marah.  seem  derived  from  some 
ancient  profane  author,  and  be  such  an  author  also  a. 
looks  less  authentic  than  are  usually  followed  by  Jose- 
phus.  Pbilo  has  not  a  syllable  of  these  additions,  nor  any 
other  ancienter  writer  that  we  know  of.  Had  Josepliu. 
written  these  his  Antiquities  for  the  use  of  Jews,  h« 
would  hardly  have  eiven  them  these  very  improbabls 
circumstances;  but  writini;  to  Ontiles,  that  they  inigh- 
not  complain  of  his  omission  of  any  accounts  of  such 
miracles  derived  from  Gentiles,  he  did  not  tliink  proper 
to  conceal  what  he  had  met  with  there  about  this  mat- 
ter:  which  procedure  is  perfectly  acreeable  to  the  coa, 
acter  and  usace  of  Josephus  upon  many  occasions.  Thif 
note  Ls.  1  confess,  barely  conjectural,  and  since  Jowv 
phus  never  tells  us  when  his  own  copy,  uten  out  of  tlit 
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that  when  the  greatest  part  was  drawn  up,  the 
remainder  would  be  fit  to  drink :  so  they  la- 
boured at  it  till  the  water  was  so  agitated  and 
purged  as  to  be  fit  to  drink. 

3.  And  now  remoring  from   thence   they 
came  to  EUm ;  which  place  looked  well  at  a 
distance,  for  there  was  a  grove  of  palm-trees ; 
but  when  they  came  near  to  it,  it  appeared  to 
be  a  bad  place,  for  the  pahn-trees  were  no 
more  than  seventy ;  and  they  were  ill  grown 
and  creeping  trees,  by  the  want  of  water,  for 
the  country  about  was  all  parched,  and  no 
moisture  sufficient  to  water  them,  and  make 
them  hopeful  and  useful,  was  derived  to  them 
from   the  fountains,  which  were  in  number 
twelve :  they  were  rather  a  few  moist  places 
than  springs,  which  not  breaking  out  of  the 
ground,  nor   running  over,  could   not   suffi- 
ciently water  the  trees.     And  when  they  dug 
into  the  sand,  they  met  with  no  water ;  and 
if  they  took  a  few  drops  of  it  into  their  hands, 
they  found  it  to  be  useless,  on  account  of  its 
mud.     The  trees  also  were  too  weak  to  bear 
fruit,  for  want  of  being  sufficiently  cherished 
and  enlivened  by  the  water.    So  they  laid  the 
blame  on   their   conductor,  and  made  heavy 
complaints   against   him;  and  said   that  this 
their  miserable  state,  and  the  experience  they 
had  of  adversity,  were  owing  to  him ;  for  that 
they  had  then  journeyed  an  entire  thirty  days 
and   had   spent  all  the  provisions  they   had 
brought  with  them ;  and  meeting  with  no  re- 
lief, they  were  in  a  very  desponding  condition. 
And  by  fixing  their  attention  upon  nothing 
but  their  present  misfortunes,  they  were  hin- 
dered  from   remembering  what   deliverances 
they  had  received  from  God,  and  those  by  the 
virtue   and  wisdom  of   Moses  also ;  so  they 
were  very  angry  at  their  conductor,  and  were 
zealous  in  their  attempt  to  stone  him»as  the 
direct  occasion  of  their  present  miseries. 

4.  But  as  for  Moses  himself,  while  the 
multitude  were  irritated  and  bitterly  set 
against  him,  he  cheerfully  relied  upon  God, 
and  upon  his  consciousness  of  the  care  he  had 
taken  of  these  his  own  people :  and  he  came 
into  the  midst  of  them,  evpn  while  they  clam- 
oured against  him,  and  had  stones  in  their 
hands  in  order  to  dispatch  him.  Now  he  was 
of  an  agreeable  presence,  and  very  able  to  per- 
suade the  people  by  his  speeches ;  according- 
ly he  began  to  mit'igate  their  anger,  and  ex- 
horted them  not  to  be  over-mindful  of  their 
present  adversities,  lest  they  should  thereby 
suffer  the  benefits  that  had  formerly  been  be- 
stowed on  them  to  slip  out  of  their  memo- 
ries ;  and  he  desired  them  by  no  means,  on  ac- 


templc.  had  such  editions,  or  when  any  ancient  notes 
supplied  them;  or  indeed  when  they  are  derived  from 
Jewi*.  and  when  from  Gentile  antiquity.— we  can  SO 
no  farther  than  bare  conjectures  in  such  cafes;  only  the 
notions  of  Jews  were  generally  so  different  from  those 
of  Gentiles ;  that  we  may  sometimes  make  no  mproba- 
ble  conjectures  to  which  sort  such  additions  belong. 
See  also  somewhat  like  these  additiomi  in  Josephuss 
account  of  Elieha-3  makinj;  sweet  the  bitter  and  harron 
tpring  near  Jericho,  War,  b.  iv.  ch.  viii.  sect  o. 


count  of  their  present  uneasiness,  to  cast  those 
great  and  wonderful  favours  and  gifts,  which 
they  had  obtained  of  God,  out  of  their  minds, 
but  to  expect  deliverance   out  of  those   their 
present    troubles  which    they   could   not  free 
themselves  from,  and  this  by  the  means  of  that 
Divine  Providence  which  watched  over  them  ; 
seeing  it  is  probable  that  God  tries  their  vir- 
tue, and  exercises  their  patience  by  these  ad- 
versities, that  it  may  appear  what  fortitude 
they  have,  and  what  memory  they  retain  of 
his  former  wonderful  works  in  their  favour, 
and  whether  they  will  not  think  of  them  upon 
occasion  of  the  miseries  they  now  feel.     He 
told  them,  it   appeared  they  were  not  really 
good  men,  either  in  patience,  or  in  remember- 
ing what  had  been  successfully  done  for  them, 
sometimes  by  contemning  God  and  his  com- 
mands, when  by  those  commands  they  left  the 
land  of  Egypt;  and  sometimes  by  behaving 
themselves  ill  towards  him  who  was  the  ser- 
vant of  God,  and  this  wlien  he  had  never  de- 
ceived them,  either  in  what  he  said,  or  had  or- 
dered them  to   do   by  God's  command.     He 
abo  put  them  in  mind  of  all  that  had  passed  : 
how  the  Egyptians  were  destroyed  when  they 
attempted  to  detain  them,  contrary  to  the  com- 
mand of  God;    and  after  what  manner  the 
verv  same  river  was  to  the  others  bloody,  and 
not  fit  for  drinking,  but  was  to  them  sweet  and 
fit  for  drinking ;  and  how  they  went  a  new 
road  through  the  sea,  which  fled  a  long  way 
from  them,  by  which   very  means  they  were 
themselves  preserved,  but  saw  their  enemies 
destroyed ;  and  that  when  they  were  in  want 
of  weapons,  God  gave  them  plenty  of  them : 
— and  50  he  recounted  all   the   particular  in- 
stances, how  when  they  were,  in  appearance, 
just    going  to  be  destroyed,  God   had   saved 
them  in  a  surprising  manner;  that  he  had  still 
the  same  power ;  and  that  they  ought  not  even 
now  to  despair  of  his  providence  over  them ; 
and  accordingly  he  exhorted  them  to  continue 
quiet,  and  to  consider  that  help  would  not  come 
too  late,  though  it  come  not  immetliately,  if 
it  be  present  with  them  before  they  suffer  any 
great  misfortune ;  that  they  ought  to  re.ison 
thus :  that  God  delays  to  assist  them,  not  be- 
cause he  has  no  regard  to  them,  but  because 
he  will  first  try  their  fortitude,  and  the  plea- 
sure they  take  in  their  freedom,  that  he  may 
loam  whether  you  have  souls  great  enough  to 
bear  want  of  food,  and  scarcity  of  water,  on 
its  account ;  or  whether  you  rather  love  to  be 
slaves,  as  cattle  arc  slaves  to  such  as  own  them, 
and  feed  them  liberally,  but  only  in  order  to 
make  them  more  useful  in  their  service.  That 
as  for  himself,  he  shall  not  be  so  much  con- 
cerned for  his  own  preservation ;  for  if  he  die 
unjustly,  he  shall  not  reckon  it  any  affliction  ; 
but  that  he  is  concerned  for  them,   lest,  by 
casting  stones  at  him,  they  shoild  be  thought 
to  condemn  God  himself. 

5.  By  this  means  Moses  pacified  the  people, 
and  restrained  them  from  stoning  him,  and 
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brought  them  to  repent  of  what  they  were  go-  I 
ing  to  do;  and  because  he  thought  the  neces- 
sity they  were  under  made  their  passion  less 
unjustifiable,  he  thought  he  ought  to  apply 
himself  to  God  by  prayer  and  supplication ; 
and,  going  up  to  an  eminence,  he  requested  of 
God  for  some  succour  for  the  people,  and 
some  way  of  deliverance  from  the  want  they 
were  in,  because  in  him,  and  in  him  alone, 
was  their  hope  of  salvation :  and  he  desired 
that  he  would  forgive  what  necessity  had  forced 
the  people  to  do,  since  such  was  the  nature 
of  mankind,  hard  to  please,  and  very  complain- 
ing under  adversities.  Accordingly,  God  pro- 
mised he  would  take  care  of  them,  and  afford 
them  the  succour  they  were  desirous  of.  Now 
when  Moses  had  heard  this  from  God,  he 
came  down  to  the  multitude :  but  as  soon  as 
they  saw  him  joyful  at  the  promises  he  had 
received  from  God,  they  changed  their  sad 
countenances  into  gladness.  So  he  placed 
himself  in  the  midst  of  them,  and  told  them 
he  c.ime  to  bring  them  from  God  a  deliverance 
from  their  present  distresses.  Accordingly, 
a  little  after  came  a  vast  number  of  quails, 
which  is  a  bird  more  plentiful  in  this  Arabian 
gulf  than  anywhere  else,  flying  over  the  sea, 
and  hovered  over  them,  till,  wearied  with  their 
laborious  flight,  and,  indeed,  as  usual,  flying 
very  near  to  the  earth,  they  foil  down  upon 
the  Hebrews,  who  caught  them,  and  satisfied 
their  hunger  with  them,  and  supposed  that  thi.s 
was  the  method  whereby  God  meant  to  sup- 
ply them  with  food.  Upon  which  Moses  re- 
turned thanks  to  God  for  affording  them  his 
assistance  so  suddenly,  and  sooner  than  he 
had  promised  them. 

6.  But  presently  after  this  first  supply  of 
food,  ho  sent  them  a  second;  for  as  Moses 
was  lifting  up  his  hands  in  prayer,  a  dew  fell 
down  :  and  Moses,  when  he  found  it  stick  to 
his  hands,  supposed  this  was  also  come  for 
food  from  God  to  them :  he  tasted  it ;  and 
perceiving  that  the  people  k.'icw  not  what  it 
was,  and  thought  it  snowed,  and  that  it  was 
what  usually  fell  at  that  time  of  the  year,  he 
informed  them  that  this  dew  did  not  fall  from 
heaven  after  the  manner  they  imagined,  but 
came  for  their  preservation  and  sustenance. 
So  he  tasted  it,  and  gave  them  some  of  it, 
that  they  might  be  satisfied  about  what  he 
told  them.  They  also  imitated  their  con- 
ductor, and  were  pleased  with  the  food,  for  it 
was  like  honey  in  sweetness  and  pleasant 
taste,  but  like  in  its  body  to  bdellium,  one  of 
the  sweet  spices,  and  in  bigness  equal  to  cori- 
ander seed.  And  very  earnest  they  were  in 
gathering  it ;  but  they  were  enjoined  to  gather 
it  equally  ;"  the  measure  of  an  omer  for  each 
one  every  day,  because  this  food  should   not 

•  It  geems  to  me,  from  what  >rnse3  (Esod.  xvi.  18). 
St.  Paul  f2  Cor.  viji.  15?,  and  .lo?ephu9  berp.  pay,  com- 
pared together,  that  the  quantity  of  manna  that  fell 
daily,  and  did  not  putrefy,  was  just  eo  much  as  came 
to  an  omer  a-piece,  through  the  whole  host  of  Israel 
and  no  more. 


come  in  too  small  a  quantity,  lest  the  weaker 
might  not  be  able  to  get  their  share,  by  rea- 
son of  the  overbearing  of  the  strong  in  col- 
lecting it.  However,  these  strong  men,  when 
they  had  gathered  more  than  the  measure  ap- 
pointed for  them,  had  no  more  than  others, 
but  only  tired  themselves  more  in  gathering 
it,  for  they  found  no  more  than  an  omer 
a-picce  ;  and  the  advantage  they  goi  oy  wh.t 
was  surperfiuous  was  none  at  all,  it  corrupting, 
both  by  the  worms  breeding  in  it,  and  by  its 
bitterness.  So  divijie  and  wonderful  a  food 
was  this  !  It  also  supplied  the  want  of  other 
sorts  of  food  to  those  that  fed  on  it;  and  even 
now,  in  all  that  place,  this  manna  comes  down 
in  rain,t  according  to  what  Moacs  then  ob- 
tained of  God,  to  send  it  to  the  people  for  their 
sustenance.  Now  the  Hebrews  call  this  food 
manna  ;  for  the  particle  man,  in  our  language, 
is  the  asking  of  a  question,  lVAa<  is  litis? 
So  the  Hebrews  were  very  joyful  at  what  was 
sent  them  from  heaven.  Now  they  made  use 
of  this  food  for  forty  years,  or  as  long  as  they 
were  in  the  wilderness. 

7.  As  soon  as  they  were  removed  thence, 
they  came  to  Kcphidim,  being  distressed  to  the 
last  degree  by  thirst;  anil  while  in  the  fore- 
going davs  they  had  lit  on  a  few  small  foun- 
tains, but  now  found  the  earth  entirely  desti- 
tute of  water,  they  were  ill  an  evil  case. 
They  again  turned  their  anger  against  Moses ; 
but  he  at  first  avoided  the  fury  of  the  multi- 
tude, and  then  betook  himself  to  pr,ayer  to 
God,  beseeching  him,  that  as  he  had  given 
them  food  when  they  were  in  the  greatest 
want  of  it,  so  ho  would  give  them  drink,  since 
the  favour  of  giving  them  food  was  of  no  va- 
lue to  them  while  they  had  nothing  to  drink: 
and  God  did  not  long  delay  to  give  it  them, 
but  promised  Moses  that  he  would  procure 
them  a  fountain,  and  plenty  of  water  from  a 
place  they  did  not  expect  any  ;  so  he  com- 
manded him  to  smite  the  rock  w  hich  they  saw 
lying  tliere,J  with  his  rod,  and  out  of  it  to  re- 
ceive plenty  of  w  hat  they  w  anted ;  for  he  had 

t  Tbi.'!  suppofal.  that  the  frweet  honey  dew  or  manna, 
so  celeliralcd  in  ancient  and  modern  aulhora,  as  falling 
u.^ually  in  Ariitia.  way  of  the  very  same  tc>rt  with  this 
manna  pent  to  the  Tsrnelite.^,  pavour.«moreof  Oentili'm 
[ban  of  .ludaj.sm  or  thrivtianity.  It  is  not  improbahie 
that  some  ancient  tientile  author,  read  by  Jc^cf  hup.  50 
thoupht;  nor  would  he  hero  contradict  him  ;  though 
just  before,  and  Antiq.  b.  iv.  chap.  iii.  sect.  2.  he  Feems 
directly  to  allow  that  it  had  not  been  seen  tiefore.  How- 
ever, this  food  from  heaven  is  here  descril«d  to  he  lika 
snow ;  and  in  Artapanus.  a  heathen  writer,  it  is  com- 
pared to  meal.  •'  like  to  oatmeal,  in  colour  like  to  snow, 
rained  down  by  Cod*'  \  Essay  on  the  tdd  Test,  Append. 
p.  2.'!9c.  but  ns  to  the  derivation  of  the  word  mavna, 
whether  from  mitn.  which  Josephus  says  then  signitied 
It  lial  is  it  t  or  from  mavrtah,  to  divide,  i.  r.  a  dividtnd 
or  porlii'ii  allotted  to  every  one,  it  is  uncertain  :  I  in- 
cline to  the  latter  derivation.  This  manna  is  called 
a-ngets' fffid  (Psalm  Ixxviii.  2t>\  aud  by  our  Saviour 
(".Tohn  vi.  31,  Act,  as  well  as  by  Josephus  here  and  else*  ■ 
where  (Antiq.  b.  iit  ch.  v.  sect.  3),  said  to  be  sent  the  ' 
Jews  from  heaven. 

X  This  rock  is  there  at  this  day.  as  the  travellers 
agree,  and  must  be  the  same  that  was  there  in  the 
days  of  Moses,  a.-^  being  too  large  to  be  brought  thither 
by  ovir  modern  carriages.  I 
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taken  care  that  drink  should  come  to  them 
without  any  labour  or  pains-taking.     When 
Moses  bad  received  this  command  from  God, 
he  came  to  the  people,  who  waited  for  him, 
and  looked  upon  him;   for  they  saw  already 
that  be  was  coming  apace  from  bis  eminence. 
As  soon  as  be  was  come,  be  told  them  that 
God  would  deliver  them  from  their  present 
distress,  and  had  granted  them  an  unexpec- 
ted favour;  and  informed  them,  that  a  river 
should  run  for  their  sakes  out  of  the  rock  ; 
but  they  were  amazed  at  that  hearing,  sup- 
posing they  were  of  necessity  to  cut  the  rock 
in  pieces,  now  th^y  were  distressed  by  their 
thirst,  and  by  their  journey  —  while  Moses, 
only  smiting  the  rock  with  bis  rod,  opened  a 
passage,  and  out  of  it  burst  water,  and  that 
in  great  abundance,  and  very  clear;  but  tbey 
were  astonished  at  this  wonderful  effect,  and, 
as  it  were,  quenched  their  thirst  by  the  very 
sight  of  it.      So  they  drank  this  pleasant,  this 
sweet  water;  and  such  it  seemed  to  be,  as 
might  well  be  expected  where  God  was  the 
donor.      They   were  also  in   admiration  how 
Moses  was  honoured  by  God ;  and  tbey  made 
grateful   returns  of  sacrifice  to  God   for  bis 
providence  towards  them.      Now  that  Scrip- 
ture which  is  laid  up  in  the  temple,'  informs 
us,  how  God  foretold  to  Jloses,  that  water 
should  in  this  manner  be  derived  out  of  the 
rock. 


CHAPTER  II. 

HOW  THE  AMALEKITES,  AND  THE  NEIGHBOCK- 
ING  NATIONS,  MADE  WAR  WITH  THE  HE- 
BREWS, AND  WERE  BEATEN,  AND  LOST  A 
GREAT  PART  OF   THEIR  ARMY. 

§  1.  The  name  of  the  Hebrews  began  already 
to  be  everywhere  renowned,  and  rumours 
about  them  ran  abroad.  This  made  the  in- 
habitants of  those  countries  to  be  in  no  small 
fear.  Accordingly,  they  sent  ambassadors  to 
one  another,  and  exhorted  one  another  to  de- 
fend themselves,  and  to  endeavour  to  destroy 
these  men.  Those  that  induced  the  rest  to 
do  so,  were  such  as  inhabited  Gobolitis  and 
Petra.  They  were  called  Amalehites,  and 
were  the  most  warlike  of  the  nations  that 
lived  thereabout;  and  whose  kings  exhorted 
one  another  and  their  neighbours  to  go  to 
this  war  against  the  Hebrews;  telling  them 
that  an  army  of  strangers,  and  such  a  one  as 
had  run  away  from  slavery  under  the  Egyp- 
tians, lay  in  wait  to  ruin  them ;  which  army 
thev  were  not,  in  common  prudence  and  re- 
gard to  their  own  safety,  to  overlook,  but  to 
crush  them  before  they  gather  strength,  and 

•  Kole  hfiT,  that  Ihc  HnaU  book  .if  the  principal 
laws  of  .Most:r.s  ev.fr  said  to  be  laid  up  in  liie  holy  house 
itself;  but  the  Ur:;er  Pentateuch,  as  here,  somewhere 
within  the  limits  of  the  temple  and  its  courts  only.  See 
Aotiq.  b.  V.  cb.  i.  sect  17. 


come  to  be  in  prosperity;  and  perhaps  attack 
them  first  in  a  hostile  manner,  as  presuming 
upon  our  indolence  in  not  attacking  them 
before;  and  that  we  ought  to  avenge  our- 
selves of  them  for  what  they  have  done  in  the 
wilderness,  but  that  this  cannot  be  so  well 
done  when  they  have  once  laid  their  hands  on 
our  cities  and  our  goods :  that  those  who  en- 
deavour to  crush  a  power  in  its  first  rise,  are 
wiser  than  those  that  endeavour  to  put  a  stop 
to  its  progress  when  it  is  become  formidable; 
for  these  last  seem  to  be  angry  only  at  the 
flourishing  of  others,  but  the  former  do  not 
leave  any  room  for  their  enemies  to  become 
troublesome  to  them.  After  they  had  sent 
such  ambassages  to  the  neighbouring  nations, 
and  among  one  another,  they  resolved  to  at- 
tack the  Hebrews  in  battle. 

2.  These  proceedings  of  the  people  of 
those  countries  occa^ioned  perplexity  and 
trouble  to  Moses,  who  expected  no  such  war- 
like preparations;  and  when  these  nations 
were  ready  to  fight,  and  the  multitude  of  the 
Hebrews  were  obliged  to  trj  the  fortune  of 
war,  they  were  in  a  mighty  disorder,  and  in 
want  of  all  necessaries,  and  yet  were  to  make 
war  with  men  who  were  thoroughly  well  pre- 
pared for  it.  Then,  therefore,  it  was  that 
Moses  beg-an  to  encourage  them,  and  to  ex- 
hort them  to  have  a  good  heart,  and  rely  on 
God's  assistance,  by  which  they  had  been  ad- 
vanced into  a  state  of  freedom,  and  to  hope 
for  victory  over  those  who  were  ready  to  fight 
with  them,  in  order  to  deprive  them  of  that 
blessing:  that  tbey  were  to  suppose  their  own 
army  to  be  numerous,  wanting  nothing,  nei- 
ther weapons,  nor  money,  nor  provisions,  nor 
such  other  conveniences  as,  when  men  ae  in 
possession  of,  they  fi^'bt  undauntedly;  and 
that  they  are  to  judge  themselves  to  have  all 
these  advantages  in  the  divine  assistance. 
They  are  also  to  suppose  the  enemy's  army 
to  be  small,  unarmed,  weak,  and  such  as  want 
those  conveniences  which  thej  know  must  be 
wanted,  when  it  is  God's  will  that  they  shall 
be  beaten ;  and  how  valuable  God's  assistance 
is,  they  had  experienced  in  abundance  of 
trials ;  and  those  such  as  were  more  terrible 
than  war,  for  that  is  only  against  men ;  but 
these  were  against  famine  and  thirst,  things 
indeed  that  are  in  their  own  nature  insupe- 
rable; as  also  against  mountains,  and  that  sea 
which  afforded  them  no  way  of  escaping;  yet 
had  all  these  difficulties  been  conquered  by 
God's  gracious  kindness  to  them,  tio  he  ex- 
horted them  to  be  courageous  at  this  time, 
and  to  look  upon  their  entire  prosperity  to 
depend  on  the  present  conquest  of  their  ene- 
mies. 

a.  And  with  these  words  did  Moses  encou- 
rage the  multitude,  who  then  called  together 
the  princes  of  their  tribes  and  their  chief  men; 
both  separately  and  conjointly.  The  young 
men  he  charged  to  obey  their  elders,  and  the 
elders  to   hearken  to  their  leader.     So  the 
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people   were   elevated   in   their   minds,    and 
ready  to  try  their  fortune  in  battle,  and  hoped 
to  be   thereby  at  length  delivered   from  all 
thfiir  misci  ies :  nay,  they  desired  that  Moses 
would  immediately  lead  them  against    their 
enemies  without  the  least  delay,  that  no  back- 
wardness might  be  a  hinderanee  to  their  pre- 
sent resolution.      So    Moses   sorted   all   that 
were  fit  for  war  into  ditferent  troops,  and  set 
Joshua,  the  son  of  Nun,  of  the  tribe  of  Eph- 
raim,  over  them ;  one  that  was  of  great  cou- 
rage, and  patient  to  undergo  labours;  of  great 
abilities  to  understand,  and  to  speak  what  was 
proper  ;  and  very  serious  in  the   worship  of 
God  ;   and  indeed  made,  like  another  Moses, 
a  teacher  of  piety  t.iwards   God.     He   also 
appointed  a  small  "party  of  the  armed  men  to 
be  near  the  water,  and  to  take  care  of  the 
children,  and  the  women,  and  of  the  entire 
camp.      So   that,    whole  night  they  prepared 
themselves  for  the  battle;    they  took  their 
weapons,  if  any  of  them  had   such   as  were 
well  made,  and  attended  to  their  commanders 
as  readv  to  rush  forth  to  the  battle  as  soon  as 
Moses  should   give    the   word    of  command. 
Moses  al~o  kept  awake,  teaching  Joshua  after 
what  manner  he  should  order  his  camp.     But 
when  the  day  began,  Moses  called  for  Joshua 
again,  and  exhorted  him  to  approve  himself 
in  deeds  such  a  one  as  his  repuWtion  made 
men  expect  from  him ;  and  to  gain  glory  by 
the  present  expedition,  in  the  opinion  of  those 
under   him,  for   his  exploits   in  this   battle. 
He  also  gave  a  partiiular  exhortation  to  the 
principal  men  of  the  Hebrews,  and  encouraged 
the  whole  army  as  it  stood  armed  before  him. 
Ajid  when  he  had  thus  animated  the  army, 
both  by  his  words  and  works,  and  prepared 
every  thing,  he  retired  to  a  mnunlain,   and 
committed  the  army  to  God  and  to  Joshua, 

i.  So  the  armies  joined  battle,  and  it 
came  to  a  close  fight,  hand  to  hand,  both  si<les 
showing  greit  alacrity,  and  encouraging  one 
another.  And  indeed  while  Moses  stretched 
out  hi=  hands  towards  heaven,'  the  Hebrews 
were  too  hard  for  the  Amalekites:  but  Moses 
not  being  able  to  sustain  his  hands  thus 
stretched  out  (for  as  often  as  he  let  down  his 
hands,  so  often  were  his  own  people  worsted), 
he  had  his  brother  Aaron,  and  Hur  their 
sister    Miriam's   husband,   to  stand  on   each 

•  This  eminent  cirrnmsunce,  that  while  Moses's 
hands  were  lifted  np  towards  heaven,  the  Israelites  pre- 
vailed, and  whiletlieywere  letdown  towards  the  earth,  the 
Aniatekites  prevailed,  seems  to  me  the  earliest  intima- 


side  of  him,  and  take  hold  of  his  hands,  and 
not  permit  his  weariness  to  prevent  it,  bnt  to 
assist    him    in    the   extension   of  his    hands. 
When  this  was  done,  the  Hebrews  conqtiered 
the  Amalekites  by  main  force;    and  indeed 
they  had  all  perished,  unless  the  approach  of  the 
nigiit  had  obliged  the  Hebrews  to  desist  from 
killing  any  more.     So  our  forefathers  obtained 
a  most  signal  and  most   seasonable  victory 
for  they  not  only  overcame  those  that  fotigh 
against  them,  but  terrified  also  the  neighbour, 
ing  nations,  and  got  great  and  splendid  ad  van 
tages,  which  they  obtained  of  their  enemies  bj 
theirhard  painsin  this  battle:  for  when  they  had 
taken  the  enemy's  camp,  they  got  ready  booty 
for    the    piiblii-.   and    lor    their    own    privaf. 
families,  whereas  till  then  they  had  not  any 
sort  of  plenty,  of  even  necessary  food.     The 
forementioned  battle,  when  ibey  hail  once  got 
it,  was  also  the  occasion  of  their  prosperity, 
not  only  for  the  present,  but  for  the  future 
ages  also;   for  they  not  only  made  slaves  of 
the  bodies  of  their' enemies,  but  subdued  their 
minds    also,    and    after   this   battle,    became 
terrible  to  all  that  dwelt  round  about  them. 
Moreover,  they  acquired  a  vast  quantity  of 
riches;  for  a  great  deal  of  silver  and  gold  wa» 
left    in    the    enemy's    camp ;    as   also  brazeu 
\essel3,  which  they  made  common  use  of  in 
their  families;  many  utensils  also  that  wci^e 
embroidered,  there  were  of  both  sorts,  that  is 
of  what  were  weaved,  and  what  were  the  or- 
naments of  their  armour,  and  other  things  that 
served  for  use  in  the  family,  and  for  the  fur- 
I  niture  of  their  rooms;  they  got  also  the  prey 
I  of  their   cattle,  and  of  whatsoever   n<es  to 
follow  camps,   when  they   remove   from   one 
place  to  another.    So  the  Hebrews  now  valued 
themselves  upon  their  courage,  and  claimed 
great  merit  for  their  valour;  and  they  perpet- 
ually  inured   themselves    to    take    pains,    by 
which  they  deemed  every  dillicully  might  ba 
surmounted.      Such  were  the  consequences  of 
this  battle. 

3.  On  the  next  day,  Moses  stripped  the 
dead  bodies  of  their  enemies,  and  gathered 
together  the  armour  of  those  that  were  fled, 
and  gave  rewards  to  such  as  had  signalized 
themselves  in  the  action ;  and  highly  com- 
mended Joshua,  their  general,  who  was  at- 
tested to  by  all  the  army,  on  account  of  the 
great  actions  he  h.ad  done.  Nor  was  any  one 
of  the  Hebrews  slain  ;  but  the  slain  of  the 
enemy  s  army  were  too  many  to  be  enumera- 
ted.     So  Moses  offered  sacrifices  of  thanks- 

whieh  he 


ture  seems  to  have  continued  in  Ihe  Christian  church. 
t^U  the  c.Ierey.  instead  of  learning  their  prayers  by  heart, 
read  them  out  of  a  hook,  which  is  in  a  ureal  measure 
inconsistent  with  such  an  elevated  posture,  and  which 
teems  to  me  t-t  have  been  only  a  later  practice,  intro- 
duced under  Ihe  cnrrupt  state  of  the  church;  though 
the  constant  use  of  divine  forms  of  prayer,  praise,  and 
Ihanksgivins.  appears  to  me  to  have  ht-en  tlie  practice 
of  God's  people,  patriarchs,  Jews,  and  Christians,  in  all 
the  past  aces 


destroyed  ;  and  that  hereafter  none  of  them 
should  remain,  because  tbey  fought  against 
the  Hebrews,  and  this  when  thej  were  in  the 
wilderness,  and  in  their  distress  also.  More 
over,  he  refreshed  the  army  with  feasting. 
.And  thus  did  they  fight  this  first  battle  with 
those  that  ventured  to  oponse  them,  after  th«y 
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were  gone  out  of  Egypt.     But  when  Moses  ]  ward  he  took  him  to  himself,  and  wlicn  he' 

had  celebrated  this  festival  for  the  victory,  he .       .    i  ■-  u.. 

permitted  the  Hebrews  to  rest  for  a  few  days, 
and  then  he  brought  them  out  after  the  fight, 
in  order  of  battle;  for  they  had  now  many 
soldiers  in  light  armour.  And  going  gradually 
on,  he  came  to  mount  Sinai,  in  three  months' 
time  after  they  were  removed  out  of  Egypt; 
at  which  mountain,  as  we  have  before  related, 
the  vision  of  the  Bush,  and  the  other  wonder- 
ful appearances,  had  happened. 


CHAPTER  m. 

THAT  MOSKS  KISDLT  BKCEITED  HIS  rATHER-I>"- 
tAW,  JETHRO,  WHEN  HI  CAME  TO  HIM  TO 
MOUNT   SINAI. 

Now  when  Ragucl,  Moses's  father-in-law, 
xinderstood  in  what  a  prosperous  condition  his 
affairs  were,  he  willingly  came  to  meet  him. 
And  Moses  took  Zipphorah,  his  wife,  and  his 
children,  and  pleased  himself  with  his  com- 
ing. And  when  he  had  offered  sacrifice,  he 
made  a  feast  for  the  multitude,  near  the  Bush 
he  had  formerly  seen ;  which  multitude,  every 
one,  according  to  their  families,  partook  of 
the  feast.  But  .\aron  and  his  family  took 
Ragucl,  and  sung  hymns  to  God,  as  to  him 
who  had  been  the  author  and  procurer  of 
their  deliverance,  and  their  freedom.  They 
also  praised  their  conductor,  as  him  by  whose 
virtue  it  was  that  all  things  had  succeeded  so 
well  with  them.  Ragucl  also,  in  his  eucha- 
ristical  oration  to  Moses,  made  great  enco- 
miums upon  the  whole  multitude  :  and  he 
could  not  but  admire  Moses  for  his  fortitude, 
and  that  humanity  he  had  shown  in  the  deU- 
very  of  his  friends. 


CHAPTER  lA'. 

HOW  KAGCEL  SrGGESTED  TO  MOSES  TO  SET 
HIS  PEOPLE  IN  ORDER,  rXDEK  THEIR  RCLERS 
OF  TH01SAND9,  AND  RtXERS  OF  HUNDREDS, 
WHO  LIVED  WITHOCT  ORDER  BEFORE  ;  AND 
HOW  MOSES  COMPLIED  IX  ALL  THINGS  WITH 
HIS   FATBER-IS-LAW'S    ADMONITION. 

§  1.  The  next  day,  as  Raguel  saw  Moses  in 
the  midst  of  a  crowd  of  business  (for  he  deter- 
mined the  differences  of  those  that  referred  them 
to  him,  every  one  still  going  to  him,  and  sup- 
posing that  they  should  then  only  obtain  jus- 
tice, if  he  were  the  arbitrator ;  and  those  that 
lost  their  causes  thought  it  no  harm  while  they 
thought  they  lost  them  justly,  and  not  by  par- 
tiality); Kaguel,  however,  said  nothing  to 
him  at  that  time,  as  not  desirous  to  be  any 
hinderance  to  such  as  had  a  mind  to  make  use 
of  the  \'irtue  of  their  conductor.     But  after- 


had  him  alone,  he  instructed  him  in  what  he 
ought  to  do:  and   advised  him   to   leave  the 
trouble  of  lesser  causes  to  others,  but  himself 
to  take  care  of  the  greater,  and  of  the  people's 
safety ;  for  that  certain  others  of  the  Hebrews 
might    be   found  that  were   fit  to   determine 
causes,  but  that  nobody  but   a  Moses   could 
take  care  of  the  safety  of  so  many  ten  thou- 
sands.    "  Be  not,  therefore,"  says  he,  "  insen- 
sible of  thine  own  virtue,  and  what  thou  hast 
done  by  ministering  under  God  to  the  people  s 
preservation.      Permit,    therefore,    the    deter- 
mination  of  common   causes   to  be  done   by 
others,  but  do  thou  reserve  thyself  to  the  atten- 
dance on  God  only,  and  look  out  for  methods 
of   preserving  the  multitude    from   their  pre- 
sent   distress.      Make    use  of    the    method    I 
suggest  to  you,  as  to  human  aflairs ;  and  take 
a  review    of  the    army,  and    appoint   chosen 
rulers  over  tens  of  thousands,  and  then  over 
thousands;  then  divide  them  into  five    hun- 
dreds,  and    again   into   hundreds,   and    into, 
fillies ;  and  set  rulers  over  each  of  them,  who, 
may  distinguish  them  into  thirties,  and  keep 
them  in  order;   and  at  last  number  them  by,; 
twenties  and  by  tens:  and  let   there  be  one 
commander  over  each  number,  to  be  denomi- 
nated from   the  number  of  those  over  whom 
they  are  rulers,  but  such  as  the  whole  multi-, 
tude  have  tried,  and   do  approve  of,  as  being . 
good  and  righteous  men  :*  and  let  these  rulers 
decide   the  controversies  they  liave  one  with 
another.     But   if   any   great  cause  arise,  let 
them   bring  the  cognisance  of  it  before   the 
rulers  of  a  higher  dignity ;  but  if  any  great 
difficulty  arise  that  is  too  hard  for  even  theili 
determination,  let  them  send  it  to  thee.     By 
these  means  two  advantages  will  be  gained ; 
the   Hebrews   will   have  justice   done   them, 
and  thou  wilt  be   able   to   attend   constantly 
on  God,  and  procure  him  to  be  more  favour-^ 
able  to  the  people." 

2.  This  was  the  admonition  of  Raguel ; 
and  Moses  received  his  advice  very  kindly, 
and  acted  according  to  his  suggestion.  Nor 
did  he  conceal  the  invention  of  this  method, 
nor  pretend  to  it  himself,  but  informed  the 
multitude  who  it  was  that  invented  it:  nay, 
he  has  named  Raguel  in  the  books  he  wrote, 
as  the  person  who  invented  this  ordering  of 
the  people,  as  thinking  it  right  to  give  a  true 
testimony  to  worthy  persons,  although  he 
might  have  gotten  reputation  by  ascribing  to 
himself  the  inventions  of  other  men ;  whence 
we  may  learn  the  virtuous  disposition  of 
Moses:  but  of  such  his  disposition,  we  shall 
have  proper  occasion  to  speak  in  ott^^r  places 
of  these  books. 


*  Tbi?  manner  of  electing  the  jndpes  and  officers  of 
the  Ipmelites  bv  the  testimonies  nnd  suffrages  of  the 
people,  before  they  were  ontainecl  by  God.  or  by  Moses, 
deserves  to  be  corefully  noted,  beenuse  it  wes  the  pat- 
tern of  the  like  manner  of  the  choire  and  ordination 
of  Bifhops,  rresbyters,  and  Deneons,  in  the  Cbriatiaa 
church. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

HOW  M03ES  ASCENDED  CP  TO  MOrXT  SINAI, 
AND  RECEIVED  LAWS  FROM  GOD,  AND  DE- 
LIVERED   THEM    TO    THE    HEBREWS. 

§  1.  Now  Moses  caliej  the  multitude  to- 
gether, anJ  told  them  that  lie  was  going  from 
them  unto  mount  Sinai  to  converse  with  God  : 
to  receive  from  him,  and  to  bring  back  with 
him,  a  certain  oracle ;  but  he  enjoined  them 
to  pitch  their  tents  near  the  mountain,  and 
prefer  the  habitation  that  was  nearest  to  God, 
beforo  one  more  remote.  When  he  h.ad  said 
this,  he  ascended  up  to  mount  Sinai,  which  is 
the  highest  of  all  the  mountains  that  are  in 
lliat  country,*  and  is  not  only  very  dilTicult 
to  he  ascended  by  men,  on  account  of  its  vast 
altitU'le,  but  because  of  the  sharpness  of  its 
precipices  also ;  nay,  indeed,  it  caonot  be 
lnoke<d  at  without  pain  of  the  eyes:  and  be- 
sides this,  it  was  terrible  and  inaccessible,  on 
account  of  the  rumour  that  passed  about,  that 
God  dwelt  there.  But  the  Hebrews  removed 
their  tents  as  .AIoscs  had  bidden  them,  and 
took  possession  of  the  lowest  parts  of  the 
mountain;  and  were  elevated  in  their  minds, 
in  expectation  that  Moses  would  return  from 
God  with  promises  of  the  good  things  he  had 
proposed  to  them.  So  they  feasted  and  waited 
for  their  conductor,  and  kept  themselves  pure 
OS  in  other  respects,  and  not  accompanying 
with  their  wives  for  three  days,  as  he  had 
before  ordered  them  to  do.  And  they  prayed 
to  God  that  he  would  ffivourably  receive 
Moses  in  his  conversing  with  him,  and  be- 
stow some  such  gift  upon  them  by  which 
they  might  live  well.  They  also  lived  more 
plentifully  as  to  their  diet ;  and  put  on  their 
wives  and  children  more  ornamental  and  de- 
cent clothing  than  they  usually  wore. 

2.  So  they  passed  two  daj*s  in  this  way  of 
feasting;  but  on  the  third  day,  before  the 
sun  was  up,  a  cloud  spread  itself  over  the 
whole  camp  of  the  Hebrews,  such  a  one  as 
none  had  before  seen,  and  encompassed  the 
place  where  they  had  pitched  their  tents;  and 
while  all  the  rest  of  the  air  was  clear,  there 
came  strong  winds,  that  raised  up  large 
showers  of  rain,  which  became  a  mighty  tem- 
pest.    There  was  also  such  lightning,  as  was 

*  Slnc^  thi"  mo«ntnio.  Pinai.  is  here  5a!d  to  he  the 
blehe?t  of  a!l  the  mountains  thnt  are  in  that  country-, 
it  must  be  that  now  called  St.  Katherine's,  which  is  one- 
thirJ  hii'her  than  that  within  a  mile  of  it,  now  called 
J^iufti,  as  >Ions.  ThcTcnot  informs  us.  Travels,  part  i. 
chap,  ixiii.  p.  163.  The  other  nnnie  of  it,  Horeb.  is 
never  u=ed  by  Jnsophujj.  and  perhaps  was  lU  name 
among  the  Etjyptians  onlv,  whence  the  Israelite's  were 
lately  come,  as  iiuai  was  its  name  among  the  Arabians, 
("Rnaanites.  and  other  nations.  Arcordingly.  when  fl 
Kins^  ix.  8j  the  Scripture  pays  that  Elijah  came  to 
Iloreb,  the  mount  of  God.  Josephus  justly  says  ( Antiq. 
b,  V.  liL  chap.  xiii.  sect.  7 1,  th.^t  he  came  to  the  moun- 
tain called  :^inai :  and  Jerome,  here  cit«?d  by  Dr.  Hud- 
son. say«.  that  he  took  this  mountain  to  have  two 
names,  Sin&i  and  Clioreb.    De  Nomio.  Ueb.  p.  427. 


terrible  to  those  that  saw  it;  and  thunder, 
with  its  thunder-bolts,  was  sent  down,  and 
declared  God  to  be  there  present  in  a  gra- 
cious way  to  such  as  Moses  desired  he  should 
be  gracious.  Now,  as  to  those  matters,  every 
one  of  my  readers  may  think  as  he  pleases : 
but  I  am  under  a  necessity  of  relating  this 
history  as  it  is  described  in  the  sacred  books. 
This  sight,  and  the  amazing  sounds  that  came 
to  their  ears,  disturbed  the  Hebrews  to  a  pro- 
digious degree,  for  they  were  not  such  as 
they  were  accustomed  to ;  and  then  the  ru- 
mour tliat  was  spread  abroad,  how  God  fi-c- 
quentcd  that  mountain,  greatly  astonished 
their  minds,  so  thev  sorrowfully  contained 
themselves  within  their  tents,  as  both  suppos- 
ing Moses  to  be  destroyed  by  the  divine 
wrath,  and  expecting  tlie  like  destruction  for 
themselves, 

3.  When  they  were  under  these  apprehen- 
sions, Moses  appeared  as  joyful  and  greatly 
exalted.  When  they  saw  him,  thev  were 
freed  from  their  fear,  and  admitted  of  more 
comfortable  hopes  as  to  what  was  to  come. 
The  air  also  was  become  clear  and  pure  of  its 
former  disorders,  upon  the  appearance  of 
Moses;  whereupon  he  called  together  the 
people  to  a  congregation,  in  order  to  their 
hearing  what  God  w  ould  say  to  them ;  and 
when  Ihcy  were  gathered  together,  he  stood 
on  an  eminence  whence  they  might  all  hear 
him,  and  said,  "  God  has  received  me  gra- 
ciously, O  Hebrews,  as  he  has  formerly  done, 
and  has  suggested  a  happy  method  of  living 
for  you,  and  an  order  of  political  government, 
and  is  now  present, in  the  camp;  I  therefore 
charge  you,  for  his  sake  and  the  sake  of  his 
works,  and  what  we  have  done  by  his  means, 
that  you  do  not  put  a  low  value  on  what  I 
am  going  to  say,  because  the  commands  have 
been  given  by  me  that  now  dehver  them  to 
you,  nor  because  it  is  the  tongue  of  a  man 
that  delivers  them  to  you  ;  but  if  you  have  a 
due  regard  to  the  great  importance  of  the 
things  themselves,  you  will  understand  the 
greatness  of  him  whose  institutions  they  are, 
and  who  has  not  disdained  to  communicate 
them  to  me  for  our  common  advantage;  for 
it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  author  of 
these  institutions  is  barely  Moses,  the  son  of 
Araram  and  Jochcbcd,  but  he  who  obliged 
the  Nile  to  run  bloody  for  your  sakes,  and 
tamed  the  haughtiness  of  the  Egyptians  by 
various  sorts  of  judgments;  he  who  pro- 
vided a  way  through  the  sea  for  us ;  he  whc 
contrived  a  method  of  sending  us  food  from 
heaven,  when  we  were  distressed  for  want  of 
it ;  he  who  made  the  water  to  issue  out  of  a 
rock,  when  we  had  very  little  of  it  before; 
he  by  whose  means  Adam  was  made  to  par- 
take of  the  fruits  both  of  the  land  and  of  th« 
sea ;  he  by  whose  means  Noah  escaped  the 
deluge;  he  by  whose  means  our  forefather 
Abraham,  of  a  wandering  pilg^ra,  was  made 
the  heir  of  the  land  of  Canaan ;  he  by  whose 


m 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS. 


BOOK  III. 


means  Isaac  was  born  of  parents  that  were 
verv  old;  he  by  whose  mjans  Jnoob  was  adorn- 
ed with  twelve  virtuous  sons;  he  by  whose 
means  Joseph  became  a  potent  lord  over  the 
Egvptians:  he  it  is  who  conveys  these  instruc- 
tions to  yo.i  bv  me  as  his  interpreter.  And 
let  them  be  to  vou  venerable,  and  contended 
for  more  earnestly  by  you  than  your  own 
children  and  vour  own  wives;  ior  il  )ou  will 
fuUovv  thein.'vou  will  lead  a  ha|.py  lite;  yen 
will  enjoy  the  land  fruitful,  the  sea  calm,  and 
the  fruit  of  the  womb  born  complete,  as  na- 
ture requires;  you  will  be  also  terrible  to 
your  enemies:  for  I  have  been  admitted  into  ^ 
the  presence  of  God,  and  been  made  a  hearer 
of  his  incorruptible  voice;  so  great  is  his  con- 
cern for  your  nation,  and  its  duration. 

4  When  he  had  said  this,  he  brought  the 
people,  with  their  wives  and  children,  so  near 
the  mountain,  that  they  might  hear  God  him- 
self speaking  to  them  about  the  precepts  which 
thev  were  to  practise;  that  the  energy  of  what 
should  be  spoken  might  not  be  hurt  by  its 
utterance  bv  the  tongue  of  a  man  which 
could  but  imperfectly  deliver  it  to  their  un- 
derstandine.  And  they  all  heard  a  voice  that 
came  to  all  of  them  from  above,  insomuch 
that  no  one  of  these  words  escaped  them, 
which  Jloses  wrote  on  two  tables:  which  it  is 
not  lawful  for  us  to  set  down  directly,  but 
their  import  we  will  declare.' 

5    The  6rst  commandment  teaches  lis,  i  hat 

there  is  but  one  God,  and  that  we  ought  to 
nor-hip  him  only;  — the    second    commands 
us  not  to  make  the  image  of  any  living  crea- 
ture to  worship  it:-the  third.  That  we  must  . 
not  swear  by  God  in  a  false  matter:  — the 
fourth.  That  we  must  keep  the  seventh  day, 
t-v  resting  from  all  sorts  of  work:— the  filth.  | 
that    we   must    honour  our    parents ;  — the  ^ 
sixth    That  we  must  abstain  from  murder;— 
the  seventh.  That  we  must  not  commit  adul- 
tery-—the  eighth.  That  we  must  not  be  guil- 
ty of  theft ;— the  ninth.  That  we  must  not 
bear  false  witness;— the  tenth.  That  we  must 
not  admit  of  the  desire  of  any  thing  that  is 

""e  N  Jw  when  the  multitude  had  heard  God 
himself  giving  those  precepts  which  -Moses 
had  discoursed  of.  they  rejoiced  at  what  was 
said;  and  the  congregation  was  dissolved: 
but  on  the  follo«-ing  days  they  came  to  his 
tent  and  desired  him  to  bring  them,  besides, 
other  laws  from  God.  Accordingly  he  ap- 
pointed such  laws,  and  afterwards  informed 
-  them  in  what  manner  they  should  act  m  all 
ca^es-  «hich  laws!  shall  make  mention  of 
in  their  proper  time ;  but  I  shall  reserve  most 
of  those  laws  for  another  «ork,t  and  make 
there  a  distinct  explication  of  them. 

.  Of  this  and  anolh"  lilo  „>perstilio„»  notion  of  the 
Pharis«-s.<vl,KliJoM-pt."sc..n.pl.ed  ».lb.  .«  U.c  Dole 

°V';':.'^.t;-:^u",rts::ph«».  h,,,  re^r..^  .0.1 

.Jms  K.  i"-  lh»t  .iHch  do.-.  ..01  «:.l-:.r  '■<  ^uvf  l>ern 
„ef  i,..blishrf,  which  >rt  h,  WKUM  lu  publish,  »b.."l 


i      7   When  matters  were  brought  to  this  state, 
'  Moses  «ent  up  again  to  Mount  Sinai,  of  which 
i  he  had  told  them  beforehand.      He  made  his 
I  ascent  in  their  sight ;  and  while  be  staid  there 
so  long  a  time  {Sot  be  was  absent  from  them 
forty  davs),  fear  seized  upon  the  Hebrews, 
lest'  Mo-es  should  have  come  to  any  barm  ; 
nor  was  there  any  thing  else  so  sad,  and  that 
so  much  troubled  them,  as  this  supposai  that 
Moses  was  perished.     Now  there  was  a  va- 
riety in  their  sentiments  about  it;  some  say 
ing'that  he  was  fallen   among   wild   beasts; 
and    those    that   were   of  this  opinion   were 
.•bieflv  such  as  were  ill-disposed  to  him  ;   but 
1  others  saving  that  he  was  departed;  and  gone 
to  God ;  "but  the  wiser  sort  were  led  by  their 
reason  to  embrace  neither  of  those  opinions 
with  any  satisfaction,  thinking,  that  as  it  was 
a  thing  that  sometimes  happens  to   men  to 
fall  among  wild  beasts,  and  perish  that  way, 
50  it  was  probable  enough  that  he  might  de- 
part and  go  to  God,  on  account  of  his  virtue; 
they  therefore  were  quiet,  and  expected  the 
event:    yet  were  they  exceeding  sorry  upon 
the  supposai  that  they  were  deprived  of  a  go- 
vernor and  a  protector,  such  a  one  indeed  a.s 
they  could  never  recover  again;  nor  would 
this  suspicion  give  them  leave  to  expect  any 
comfortable  event  about  this  man,  nor  could 
they   prevent   their  trouble  and  melancholy 
upon    this   occasion.       However,    the    camp 
durst  not  remove  all  this  while,  because  Mo- 
ses had  bidden  them  afore  to  stay  there. 

8.   But  when  the  forty  days,  and  as  many 
ni-hts,  were  over,  -Moses  came  down,  having 
!  tasted'  nothing  of  food  usually  appointed  ior 
I  the    nourishm*^ent    of  men.      His    appearance 
I  filled  the  army  with  gladness,  and  he  declared 
I  to  them  what  care  God  had  of  them,  and  by 
I  what  manner  of  conduct  of  their  lives  they 
might  live  happily;  telling  them,  that  during 
'  these  davs  of  his  abseitfe  he  had  suggested  to 
him  also'that  he  would  have  a  taberuacle  built 
for  him   into  which  he  would  descend  when 
he  came  to  them ;  and  how  we  should  carry 
it  about  with  us  when  we  remove  from  this 
place;  and  that  there  would  be  no  longer  any 
occasion  for  going  up   to   mount    Sinai,    but 
that  he  would  himself  come  and  pitch  hi$  ta- 
bernacle amongst  us,  and  be  present  at  our 
prayers;  as  also,  that  the  tabernacle  should  be 
of  such  measures  and  construction  as  he  bad 
shown  him  ;  and  that  you  are  to  fall  to  the 
work,  and  prosecute  it  diligently.     When  he 
had  said  this,  he  showed  them  the  two  tables, 
with  the  ten  commandments  engraven  upon 
them,  five  upon  each  table;  and  the  writing 
was  by  the  hand  of  God. 


the  reasons  of  m.ny  of  tb»  l.wt  of  Mom:  of  wbUA  M 
the  Dole  on  Ihe  Preface,  sect.  4. 


'^  .\  A^'-rt 


CHAP.   VI. 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS. 


87 


CHAPTER  VI. 

CONCtKNING  THE  TABEKNACLE  WHICH  MOSES 
BUILT  IN  THE  WILDtRXESS  FOR  THE  HO- 
NOUR OF  GOD,  AND  WHICH  SEESIED  TO  BE 
K  TEMPLE. 

§  1.  Hekeopos  the  Israelites  rejoiced  at  what 
they  had  seen  and  heard  of  their  conductor, 
and  were  not  wanting  in  diligence  according 
to  their  ability;  for  they  brought  silver,  and 
gold,  and  brass,  and  of  the  best  sorts  of  wood, 
ond  such  as  would  not  at  all  decay  by  putre- 
faction ;  camels'  hair  also,  and  sheepskins, 
some  of  them  dyed  of  a  blue  colour,  and 
some  of  a  scarlet;  some  brought  the  flower 
for  the  purple  colour,  and  others  for  white, 
with  wool  dyed  by  the  flowers  aforemention- 
ed; and  fine  linen  and  precious  stones,  which 
those  that  use  costly  ornaments  set  in  oui-hes 
of  gold;  they  brought  also  a  great  quantity 
of  spices;  for  of  these  materials  did  Moses 
build  the  tabernacle,  which  did  not  at  all  dif- 
fer from  a  moveable  and  ambulatory  temple. 
Now  when  these  things  were  l)rought  together 
with  great  diligence,  (for  every  one  was  am- 
bitious to  further  the  work  even  beyond  their 
ability,)  he  set  architects  over  the  works,  and 
this  by  the  command  of  God ;  and  indeed  the 
very  same  which  the  people  themselves  would 
have  chosen,  had  the  election  been  allowed  to 
them.  Now  their  names  are  set  down  in 
writing  in  the  sacred  books;  and  they  were 
these:  Besaleel  the  son  of  Uri,  of  the  tribe 
of  Judah,  the  grandson  of  Miriam,  the  sister' 
of  their  conductor;  and  Aholiab,  the  son  of 
Ahisamach,  of  the  tribe  of  Dan.  Now  the 
people  went  on  with  what  they  had  under- 
taken with  so  great  alacrity,  that  Moses  was 
obliged  to  restrain  them,  by  making  procla- 
mntion,  that  what  had  been  brought  was  suf- 
ficient, as  the  artificers  had  informed  him;  so 
they  fell  to  work  upon  the  building  of  the 
tabernacle.  Moses  also  informed  them,  ac- 
cording to  the  direction  of  God,  both  what 
the  measures  were  to  be,  and  its  largeness; 
and  how  many  vessels  it  ought  to  contain  for 
the  use  k*'  the  sacritices.  The  women  also 
were  ambitious  to  do  their  parts,  about  the 
gai'ments  of  the  priests,  and  about  other 
things  that  would  be  wanted  in  this  work, 
both  for  ornament,  and  for  the  divine  service 
itself 

"2.  Now  when  all  things  were  prepared,  the 
gold,  and  the  silver,  and  the  brass,  and  wh-it 
was  woven,  Moses,  when  he  had  appointed 
beforehand  that  there  should  be  a  festival,  and 
that  sacrifices  should  be  offered  according  to 
everv  ones  a!)ility,  reared  n[)  the  tabernacle;' 
and   when  he  had  measured  the  open  court, 

•  *tf  ttut  tahcnind?  (if  Mnses,  witli  its  several  p'vMs 
aru'.  liiriitiure.  see  iriy  dt'«crjpti  ■(!  ul  l.irt;c,  chup.  vi.  vii 
Via.  i  ..  X.  xt.  XII.  heret'i  bi^lua^iDg. 


fifty  cubits  broad  and  a  hundred  long,  he  set 
up  brazen  pillars,  live  cubits  high,  twenty  on 
each  of  the  longer  sides,  and  ten  pillars  for 
the  breadth  behind;  everyone  of  the  pillars 
also  had  a  ring.  Their  chapiters  were  of  si!- 
ver,  but  their  bases  were  of  brass:  they  re- 
sembled the  sharp  ends  of  spears,  and  were 
of  brass,  fi.\ed  into  the  ground.  Cords  were 
also  put  through  the  rings,  and  were  tied  at 
their  fiirther  ends  to  brass  nails  of  a  cubit 
long,  which,  at  every  pillar,  were  driven  into 
the  floor,  and  would  keep'  the  tabernacle  IVoni 
being  shaken  by  the  violence  of  winils;  UuL 
a  curtain  of  tine  soft  linen  went  round  all  the 
pillars,  and  bung  down  in  a  flowing  and  loose 
manner  from  their  chapiters,  anil  enclosed  the 
whole  space,  and  seemed  not  at  all  unlike  to 
a  wall  about  it.  And  this  was  the  strijcture  of 
three  of  the  sides  of  this  enclosure ;  but  as  for 
the  fourth  side,  which  «as  fifty  cubits  in  ex- 
tent, and  was  the  front  of  the  whole,  twenty 
cubits  of  it  were  for  the  opening  of  ihe  gates, 
wherein  stood  two  pillars  on  each  side,  alter 
the  resemblance  of  open  gates.  These  were 
made  wholly  of  silver,  and  polished,  and  that 
all  over,  excepting  the  bases,  »hieh  weie  o( 
brass.  Now  on  each  side  of  the  Kates  there 
stood  three  pillars,  which  were  inserted  into 
the  concave  bases  of  the  gates,  and  were 
suited  to  them;  and  round  'hem  was  draivn  a 
curtain  of  fine  linen;  but  to  the  gates  them- 
selves, which  were  twenty  cubi-ts  in  extent, 
and  five  in  height,  the  curtain  was  composed 
of  purple,  and  scarlet,  and  blue,  and  fine 
linen,  and  embroidered  with  many  and  divers 
sorts  of  figures,  excepting  the  figures  of  ani- 
mals. 'Witliiu  these  gates  was  the  brazen 
laver  for  purification,  having  a  basin  beneath 
of  the  like  matter,  whence  the  priests  might 
wash  their  hands  and  sprinkle  their  feet;  and 
th's  was  the  ornamental  construction  of  the 
inc1o«'ire  about  the  court  of  the  tabernacle, 
which  was  exposed  to  the  open  air. 

3.   As  to  the  tabernacle  itself,  Moses  placed 
it  in  the  middle  of  that  court,  with  its  front 


to  the  east,  that,  when  the  sun  arose,  it  might 
send  its  first  rays  upon   t.      Its    ;ngth,  when 
lit   was  set   up,   was   t'jirty   cults,   and   its 
breadth  was  twelve  [ten]  cuoits.     The  one 
1  of  its  walls  was  on  the  south,  and  the  other 
[  was  exposed  to  the  north,  and  on  the  back 
j  part  of  it  remained  the  west.      It  was  neces- 
sary that  its   height  should  be   equal  to  its 
I  breadth  [ten  cubits].     There  were  also  pillars 
j  made  of  wood,  twenty  on   each   side;    they 
were  wrought  into  a  quadrangular  figure,  in 
breadth  a  cubit  and  a  half,  but   the  thickness 
I  was  four  fingers:  they  had  thin  plates  of  gold 
'  affixed  to  them  on  both  sides,  inwardly  and 
I  outwardly :  they  had  each  of  them  two  tenons 
belonging  to  them,  inserted  into  their  bases, 
I  and  these   were  of  silver,  in  each  of  which 
I  bases  there  was  a  socket  to  receive  the  tenon; 
but   the    pillars  on  the  we»t  wall  were  si.t. 
I  Now  all  thes>;  tenons  and  sockets  accurately 
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1      ■  •   .    iin»  tmir  nillars  and  to  which  none  were  ad 
fitted  one   r'''"'A'T'\^:I  loXlTS^nlZ^^^^^^  Tke  Hoi,  of  Mies.     TUs 

■were    invisible,   and    both    seemed  to   be  one     ^^   j^^   ^^^^  nvnamental.   and    emb: 
entire  and  united  wall.     It  was  also  covered 


enure  aim   uiiii--"  -■•— -      --  rpL_ 

with    gold,   both   within    and   without.     The 
number  of  pillars  was  equal  on  the  opposite 
sides,  and  there  were   on  each   part   twentj 
and  everj-  one  of  them  had  the  third  part  of 
a  span  in  thickness;  so  that   the  number  of 
thirty   cubits   were   fully   made   up   between 
them ;  but  as  to  the  wall  behind,  where  the 
six  pillars  made  up  together  only  "'n^^"; 
bits,  thev  made  two  other  pillars,  and  cut  them 
cut  of  one  cubit,  which  they  placed   in  the 
comers,  and  made  them  equally  fine  with  the 
other.   Now  every  one  of  the  pillars  had  rings 
of  gold  affixed  to  their  fronts  outward,  as  if 
they  had  taken  root  in  the  pillars,  and  stood 
one   row  over    against   another   round  about 
through  which   were  inserted   bars   gilt   over 
with  gold,  each  of  them  five  cubit.s  long,  and 
these  bound  together  the  pillars^  the   head  ol 
one  bar  running  into  another,  after  the  nature 
of  one  tenon  inserted   into   another;  but  tor 
the  wall  behind,  there  was   but  one   row  of 
bars  that  went  through   all   the  pillars,   into 
which  row  ran  the  ends  of  the  bars  on  each 
side  of  the   longer   walls ;  the  male  with   its 
female  being  so  fastened   in  ihe'r  joints,  iha 
thev  held  the  whole   firmly  together;  and  tor 
this  reason  was  all  this  joined  so  fast  together, 
that    the    tabernacle    might    not    be    shaken, 
either  by  the  winds,  or  by  any  other  means 
but  thai   it   might   preserve   itaelf  quiet  and 

immovable  continually.  

4    As  for  the  inside,  iMoses  parted  lU  length 
into  three  partitions.     At  the  distance  of  ten 
cubiu  from  the  most  secret  end,  Moses  placed 
four  pillars,  the  workmanship  of  '"hid    wa^ 
the  ver%-  same  with  that  of  the  rest;  and  they 
stood  ipon  the  like  basis  with  them,  each  a 
small   matter  distant  from  his   fellow.     ^o« 
the  room  within  those  pillars  was  the  roost 
holy  place;  but  the  rest  of  the  room  was  the 
Ubernacle,  which  was  open   for  the  pnests_ 
However,  this  proportion  of  the  measures  of 
the  tabernacle  proved  to  be  an  "n''^"'""  °/ 
he  system  of  the  world:  for  that  third  part 
thereof  which  was  withm  the  four  pillars,  fo 
which  the  priests  were  not  admitted,  is  as  it 
were,    a    Heaven    peculiar    to    God;  but    the 
soace  of  the  twenty  cubits,  is,  as  it  were,  sea 
Td  land,  on  which  men  live,  and  so  tins  part 
is  peculiar  to  the  pnesU   only;   ^ut   at     he 
front,    where    the    entrance    was   n^ade,  Uiej 
placed  pUlars  of  gold,  that  stood  on  bases  of 
kass  in  number  seven;  but  then  they  spread 
e«    the    tabernacle  veils  of  fine  Imen    and 
purple,  and  blue,  and  scarlet  colours  emW 
dered.     The  first  veil  was  ten  cubits  e  eiy 
t-,  and   this.they  spread_  over Jhe __piUars 


vciJ' was  very  ornamental,   and    embroidered 
with  all  sorts  of  flowers  which  the  earth  pro- 
duces; and  there  were  interwoven  into  it  aU 
sorts  of  variety  that  might  be  an  ornament, 
excepting   the   forms   of  animals.      Another 
veil  there  was  which  covered  the  five  pillars 
that  were   at  the  entrance.     It  was  like  the 
former  in   its   magnitude,   and   texture,  and 
colour ;  and  at  the  corner  of  everj-   pdlar  a 
rin»  retained  it  from  the  top  downwards  halt 
the  depth  of  the  pillars,  the  other  hall  aflord- 
mg  an  entrance  for  the  priests,  who  crept  un- 
der it.     Over  this   there  was  a  veil  o(  linen, 
of  the  same  largeness  with  the  former :  il  was 
to  be  drawn  this  way  or  that  way  by  cords, 
the  rings  of  which,  fixed  to  the  texture  of  the 
veil,  and  to  the  cords  also,  were  subservient 
to  the   drawing   and   undrawing  of  the  veU, 
and  to  the  fastening  it  at  the  corner,  that  then 
it  might  be  no  liinderance  to  the  view  of  the 
sanctuary,  especially  on  solemn  days  ;  but  that 
on  other  days,  and  especially  when   the  w<&- 
ther  was   inclined  to  snow,  it   might  be  ex- 
panded, and   afford   a  covering  to  the  veil  of 
divers  colours;  whence  that  custom  ol  ours 
is  derived,  of  having   a   fine   linen  veU,  alter 
the  temple  has  been  built,  to  be  drawn  over 
the  entrances ;  but  the  ten  other  curtains  were 
four  cubiUs  in   breadth,  and   twenty-eight  in 
length;  and   had   golden  clasps,  in  order   to 
join  the  one  curtain  to  the  other,  which  was 
done  so  exactly  that  they  seemed  to  be  one 
entire  curtain.     These  were  spread  over  the 
temple,  and  covered  aU  the  top  and  parts  ot 
the  walls,  on  the  sides  and  behind,  so  far  aa 
within  one  cubit  of  the  ground.     There  were 
other  curtains  of  the  same  hr-'aJth  «ith  these 
but  one  more  in  number,  and  longer,  for  they 
were  thirty  cubits  long;  hut  these  were  woven 
Tf  hair,  wUh  the  like  sublUty  as  those  of  wool 
were  iade,  and  were  extended  loose  y  down 
To    the    ground,  appearing   like    »    t"»"S"'« 
front  and  elevation  at  the  gates,  the  eleventh 
curtain    being     used    for   this    -^    P"^-- 
There  were  also  other  curtains  made  of  skin, 
above  these,  which  afforded  <=o^'<'""g  »"f  P.^"! 
tection  to  those  that  were  woven,  both  in  lot 
weather  and  when  it  rained;  and  great  wa. 
The  surprise  of  those  who  viewed  these  cu  - 
tains  at  a  distance,  for  they  seemed  not  at  all 
to  dffcr  from  the  colour  of  the  sky;  but  those 
hat  "vere  made  of  hair  and  of  skins  reached 
down  in  the  same  manner  as  did  the  veil  at 
fh    gates;  and  kept  oft'  the  heat  of  the  sun 
and  what  injury  the  rains  might  do;  and  alter 
this  manner  was  the  tabernacle  reared. 

5    There  was  also  an  ark  made  sacred  to 
God.  of  wood  that  was  naturanyst^ng  and 


way,  and  this  they  spreau  over  "-  t-—  'ould  not  be  corrupted.  This  was  called  fron. 
which  parted  the  temple,  and  kept  ">^  °;°^  ^""^^ir  own  language.  Its  coristruc.ion  was 
holy  place  concealed  withm;  and  '^"^  "'M  "  i„  length  was  five  spans,  but  its  breadth 
was  that  which  made  this  f^  "°  ^d Ve  and  h  gh  wa-  each  of  them  three  spans. 
^i,  Fra:X:\t:.  r^S wtlS:  1  U"was  covered  aU  over  with  gold,  both  with- 
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in  and  without,  so  that  the  wooden  part  was  ' 
not  seen.  It  had  also  a  cover  united  to  it,  by 
poidcn  hinges,  after  a  wonderful  manner; 
wliich  cover  was  every  way  evenly  fitted  to  it, 
and  had  no  eminences  to  hinder  its  exact  con- 
junction. There  were  also  two  golden  rings 
belonging  to  each  of  the  longer  boards,  and 
passing  through  the  entire  wood,  and  through 
ihera  gilt  bars  passed  along  each  board,  that 
it  might  thereby  be  moved  and  carried  about, 
as  occasion  should  require;  for  it  was  not 
drawn  in  a  cart  by  beasts  of  burden,  but  borne 
on  the  shoulders  of  the  priests.  Upon  this  its 
coTer  were  two  images,  which  the  Hebrews 
call  Chertthims ;  they  are  flying  creatures,  but 
their  form  is  not  like  to  that  of  any  of  the  crea- 
tures which  men  have  seen,  though  Moses 
said  he  had  seen  such  beings  near  the  throne 
of  God.  In  this  ark  he  put  the  two  tables 
whereon  the  ten  commandments  were  writ- 
ten, five  upon  each  table,  and  two  and  a  half 
upon  each  side  of  them ;  and  this  ark  he 
placed  in  the  most  holy  place. 

6.  But  in  the  holy  place  he  placed  a  table, 
hke*those  at  Delplii ;  its  length  was  two  cu- 
bits, and  its  breadth  one  cubit,  and  its  height 
three  spans.  It  had  feet  also,  the  lower  part 
of  which  were  complete  feet,  resembling  those 
(vhich  the  Dorians  put  lo  their  bedsteads;  but 
the  upper  parts  towards  the  table  were  WTOughl 
into  a  square  form.  The  table  had  a  hollow 
towards  every  side,  having  a  ledge  of  four 
fingers'  depth,  that  went  round  about  like  a 
spiral,  both  on  the  upper  and  lower  part  of  the 
body  of  the  work.  L'pon  c*ery  one  of  the 
feel  was  there  also  inserted  a  ring,  not  far 
from  the  cover,  through  which  went  bars  of 
wood  beneath,  but  gilded,  to  be  taken  out 
upon  occasion,  there  being  a  cavity  where  it 
was  joined  to  the  rings;  for  they  were  not  en- 
tii'e  rings;  but  before  they  came  quite  round 
they  ended  in  acute  points,  the  one  of  which 
was  inserted  into  the  prominent  part  of  the 
table,  and  the  other  into  the  foot ;  and  by  these 
it  was  carried  when  they  journeyed.  Upon 
this  table,  which  was  placed  on  the  north  side 
of  the  temple,  not  far  from  the  most  holy  place, 
were  laid  twelve  unleavened  loaves  of  bread, 
six  upon  each  heap,  one  above  another :  they 
were  made  of  two  tenth-deals  of  the  purest 
flour,  which  tenth-deal  [an  omer]  is  a  mea- 
sure of  the  Hebrews,  containing  seven  Athe- 
nian cotylas ;  and  above  those  loaves  were  put 
two  vials  full  of  frankincense.  Now  after 
seven  days  other  loaves  were  brought  in  their 
stead,  on  the  day  which  is  by  us  called  the 
Sabbath  ;  for  we  call  the  seventh  day  the 
Sabbath.  But  for  the  occasion  of  this  inven- 
tion of  placing  loaves  here,  we  will  speak  to 
it  in  another  place. 

7.  Ovtr  against  this  table,  near  the  south- 
ern wall,  was  set  a  candlestick  of  cast  gold, 
hollow  within,  being  of  the  weight  of  one 
hundred  pounds,  which  the  Hebrews  call 
Chincharts ;  if  it  be  turned  into  the  Greek  lan- 


guage, it  denotes  a  iahnt.  It  was  made  with 
its  knobs,  and  lilies,  and  pomegranates,  and 
bowls  (which  ornaments  amounted  to  seventy 
in  all);  by  which  means  the  shaft  elevated 
itself  on  high  from  a  single  base,  and  spread 
itself  into  as  many  branches  as  there  are  pla- 
nets, including  the  sun  among  them.  It  ter- 
minated in  seven  heads,  in  one  row.  all  stand- 
ing parallel  to  one  another;  and  these  branches 
carried  seven  lamps,  one  by  one,  in  imitation  of 
the  number  of  the  planets.  These  lamps  looked 
to  the  east  and  to  the  south,  the  candlestick 
being  situate  obliquely. 

8.  Now  lietween  this  candlestick  and  the 
table,  which,  as  we  said,  were  within  the  sanc- 
tuary, was  the  altar  of  incense,  made  of  wood 
indeed,  but  of  the  same  wood  of  which  the 
foregoing  vessels  were  made,  such  as  was  not 
liable  to  corruption ;  it  was  entirely  crusted 
over  with  a  golden  plate.  Its  breadth  on  each 
side  was  a  cubit,  but  the  altitude  double. 
Upon  it  was  a  grate  of  gold,  that  was  extant 
abo%'e  the  altar,  which  had  a  golden  crown  en- 
compassing it  round  about,  whereto  belonged 
rings  and  bars,  by  which  the  priests  carried  it 
when  they  journeyed.  Before  this  tabernacle 
there  was  reared  a  brazen  altar,  but  it  was 
within  made  of  wood,  five  cubits  by  measure 
on  each  side,  but  its  height  was  but  three,  in 
like  manner  adorned  with  brass  plates  as 
bright  as  gold.  It  had  also  a  braren  hearth 
of  net-work;  for  the  ground  underneath  re- 
ceived the  fire  from  the  hearth,  because  it  had 
no  basis  to  receive  it.  Hard  by  this  altar  lay 
the  basins,  and  the  vials,  and  the  censers,  and 
the  chaldrons,  made  of  gold  ;  but  the  other  ves- 
sels, made  for  the  use  of  the  sacrifices,  were 
all  of  brass.  And  such  was  the  construction 
of  the  tabernacle ;  and  these  were  the  vesseU 
thereto  belonging. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

CONCEHNIKG    THE     OAHMENTS     OF     THE     PRIESTS, 
AND    OF    THE    HIGH-PRIEST. 

§  1.  There  were  peculiar  garments  appoint- 
ed for  the  priests,  and  for  all  the  rest,  which 
they  call  Cahanseas  [priestly]  garments,  as  also 
for  the  high-priest,  which  they  call  Cahana^m 
Rabbse,  and  denote  the  high-priest's  garments. 
Such  was  therefore  the  habit  of  the  rest;  but 
when  the  priest  approaches  the  sacrifices,  he 
purifies  himself  with  the  purification  which 
the  law  prescribes;  and,  in  the  first  place,  he 
puts  on  that  which  is  called  Machanase,  v/hich 
means  somewhat  that  is  fast  tied.  It  is  a  girdle, 
composed  of  fine  twined  linen,  and  is  put 
about  the  privy  parts,  the  feet  being  to  be 
inserted  into  them,  in  the  nature  of  breeches; 
but  about  half  of  it  is  cut  off.  and  it  ends  at 
the  thighs,  and  is  there  tied  fast. 


90 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS. 


BOOK  III' 


2.   Over  this  he  wore  a  linen  vestment,  made  1 
of  fine  flax  doubled :  it  is  called  Chethone,  and 
denotes  linen,  for  we  call  linen  by  the  name 
of  Clictbone.     This  vestment  reaches  down  to 
the  feet,  and  sits  close  to  the  body;  and  has 
sleeves  that  are  tied  fast  to  the  arms:  it  is 
girded  to  the  breast  a  little  above  the  elbows, 
by   a  girdle  often   going  round,    four  fingers 
broad,  but  so  loosely  woven,  that  you  would 
think  it  were  the  skin  of  a  serptnt.    It  is  em- 
broidered with  flowers  of  scarlet,  a[id  purple, 
and  blue,  and  fine  twined  linen;  but  the  warp 
was  nothing  but  fine  linen.     The  beginning 
of  its  circumvolution  is  at  the  breast ;    and 
when  it  has  gone  often  round,  it  is  there  tied, 
and  hangs  looselv  there  down  to  the  ancles : 
I  mean  this,  all'  the  time  the  priest   is  not 
about  any  laborious  service,  for  in  this  position 
it  appears  in  the  most  agreeable  manner  to  the 
spectators;  but  when  he  is  obliged  to  assist 
8t  the  oflfering  sacrifices,  and  to  do  the  appomt- 
ed  service,  that  he  may  not  be  hindered  in  his 
operations  by  its  motion,  he  throws  it  to  the 
left,  and  bears  it  on  his  shoulder.     Moses  in- 
deed calls  this  belt  Abanelh;  but  we  have 
learned  from  the  Babylonians  to  call  it  Emia, 
for  so  it  is  by  them  called.     This  vestment 
has  no  loose  or  hollow  parts  any  where  in  it, 
but  only  a  narrow  aperture  about  the  neck; 
and   it  'is  tied  with   certain   strings  hanging 
down  from  the  edge  over  the  breast  and  back, 
and  is  fastened  above   each  shoulder:    it  is 
called  Massabnzancs. 

3.  Upon  his  head  be  wears  a  cap,  not 
brought  to  a  conic  form  nor  encircling  the 
whole  head,  but  still  covering  more  than  the 
half  of  it,  which  is  called  Mastiaemphthes :  and 
its  make  is  such  that  it  seems  to  be  a  crown, 
being  made  of  thick  swathes,  but  the  contex- 
ture is  of  linen ;  and  it  is  doubled  round  many 
times,  and  sewed  together :  besides  which,  a 
piece  of  fine  linen  covers  the  whole  cap  from 
the  upper  part,  ai'd  reaches  down  to  the  tore- 
head,  and  hides  the  seams  of  the  swathes.which 
would  otherwise  appear  indecently:  this  ad- 
heres closely  upon  the  solid  part  of  the  hea/t, 
and  is  thereto  so  firmly  fixed,  that  it  may 
not  tall  off  during  the  sacred  service  about 
the  sacrifices.  So  we  have  now  shown  you 
what  is  the  habit  of  the  generality  of  the 

priests.  .      •  > 

4.  The  high-priest  is  indeed  adorned  mth 
the  same  garments  that  we  have  described, 
without  abating  one:  only  over  these  he  puts 
on  a  vestment  of  a  blue  colour.  This  also  is 
a  long  robe,  reaching  to  his  feet  [in  our  lan- 
guage it  is  eaUed  il/etir].  and  is  tied  round 
with  a  girdle,  embroidered  with  the  same  co- 
lours and  flowers  as  the  former,  with  a  mixture 
of  gold  interwoven.  To  the  bottom  ot  which 
garment  are  hung  fringes,  in  colour  like 
pomegranates,  with  golden  bells,*  by  a  curi- 
ous and  beautiful  contrivance;    so  that  bc- 

•  The  nsf  of  Ihes^  i.iMeo  lx.lU  at  Ihe  bottom  of  the 
kigb-pr.esfa  long  (armenl.  5<-tn!!  to  roe  to  have  been  lUis : 


tween  two  bells  hangs  a  pomegranate,  and  be. 
tween  two  pomegranates  a  bell.  Now  ihii 
vesture  was  not  composed  of  two  pieces,  nor 
was  it  sewed  together  upon  the  shoulders  and 
the  sides,  but  it  was  one  long  %estment  so 
woven  as  to  have  an  aperture  for  the  neck ; 
not  an  oblique  one,  but  parted  all  along  the 
breast  and  the  back.  A  border  also  wa» 
sewed  to  it,  lest  the  aperture  should  look  too 
indecently:  it  was  also  parted  where  the 
hands  were  to  come  out. 

5.  Besides  these,  the  high-priest  put  on  a 
third  garment,   «hich   is  called   the   Ephod, 
I  which  resembled  the  Epomis  of  the  Greeks. 
'  Its  make  was  after  this  manner :   it  was  wo- 
ven to  the  depth  of  a  cubit,  of  several  colours, 
with  gold  intermixed,  and  embroidered,  but 
it  left  the  middle  of  the  breast  uncovered :  it 
>vas  made  with  sleeves  also;  nor  did  it  appear 
to  be  at  all  dilTerently  made  from  a  short  coat. 
But  in  the  void  place  of  this  garment  there 
was  inserted  a  piece  of  the  bigness  of  a  span, 
embroidered  with  gold,  and  the  other  colours 
of  the  ephod,  and  was  called  Esien  [the  breast- 
plate]   which  in  the  Greek  language  signifies 
the  Oracle.     This  piece  exactly  filled  up  the 
void  space  in  the  ephod.    It  was  united  to  it  by 
golden  rings  at  every  corner,  the  like  rings 
being  annexed  to  the  ephod  and  a  blue  riband 
was  made  use  of  to  tie  them  together  by  those 
rings:  and  that  the  space  between  the  riiH;s 
might  not  appear  empty,  they  contrived  to  fill 
it  up  with  stitches  of  blue  ribands.     There 
were  also  two  sardonyxes  upon  the  ephod,  at 
the  shoulders,  to  fasten  it  in  the  nature  ol  but- 
tons, having  each  end  running  to  the  sardo- 
nyxes of  gold,  that  they  might  be  buttoned  by 
them.      On  these  were  engraven  the  names  ot 
the  sons  of  Jacob,  in  our  own  country  letter*, 
and  in   our  own  tongue,  six  on  each  of  the 
stones,  on  either  side;    and   the   elder  sons 
names  were  on  the  right  shoulder.      Twelve 
stones  also  were  there  upon  the  breast-plate 
extraordinary   in   largeness   and   beauty;  and 
thev  were  an  ornament  not  to  be  purchased 
by   men,    because   of  their    immense    value. 
These  stones,  however,  stood  in  three  rows, 
bv  four  in  a  row,  and  were  inserted  into  the 
b'reast-plate  itself,  and  they  were  set  in  ouches 
of  gold,  that  were  themselves  inserted  in  the 
breast-plate,  and  were  so  made  that  they  might 
not  fall  out.   Now  the  first  three  stones  were  a 
sardonyx,  a  topaz,  and  an  emerald.  The  second 


That  by  shaking  his  gament  at  the  time  of  his  offenni; 
intense  in  tUe  temple,  on  the  great  day  of  eipiallon,  o» 
at  other  proper  periods  of  his  sacreU  minislralions  Il.err, 
on  the  great  festivals  the  people  mi«ht  have  notice  ot 
it,  and  might  fall  to  their  own  prayers  al  the  nme  of  in. 
r.eose  or  other  proper  periods;  and  so  the  whole  con- 
sregation  might  at  once  offer  those  common  prajerj 
jmntl,  with  the  high  priest  himself  to  the  Almighty. 
See  Lute  L  10.  Rev.  viii.  3,  4.  Nor  probably  ,s  the  son 
of  Sitach  to  be  otherwise  nnderstood  when  he  says^  o| 
Aaron  the  first  bigh-priest.  Ecclns  xlv.  •>■  "Jl^^?^ 
eocoii.passed  .taron  with  pomegranales.  and  with  many 
golden  hells  round  about,  that  as  he  went  there  ""'pht  b« 
a  sonnd,  and  a  noise  made  that  inigbl  he  heard  in  L-Mf 
temple,  for  a  memorial  to  lb.  children  of  his  p.opl..» 
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row  contained  a  carbuncle,  a  jasper,  and  a 
sapphire.  The  first  of  the  third  row  was  a 
ligurc,  then  an  amethyst,  and  the  third  ana^^ate, 
being  the  ninth  of"  the  whole  number.  The 
fir>t  of  the  fourth  row  was  a  chrysolite,  the 
next  was  an  on\x,  and  then  a  ber^l,  which 
was  the  last  of  all.  Now  the  names  of  all 
those  sons  of  Jacob  were  engraven  in  these 
stones.whom  we  esteem  the  heads  of  our  tribes, 
each  stone  ba\ing  the  honour  of  a  name,  in 
the  order  according  to  which  they  were  born. 
And  whereas  the  rings  were  too  weak  of  them- 
selves to  bear  the  weight  of  the  stones,  they 
made  two  other  rings  of  a  larger  size,  at  the 
edge  of  that  part  of  the  breast-plate  which 
reached  to  the  neck,  and  inserted  into  the 
very  texture  of  the  breast-plate,  to  receive 
chains  finely  wrought,  which  connected  them 
with  golden  bands  to  the  tops  of  the  shoul- 
ders, whose  extremity  turned  backwards,  and 
went  into  the  ring,  on  the  prominent  back 
part  of  the  ephod;  and  this  was  for  the  secu- 
rity of  the  breast-plate,  tliat  it  might  not  fall 
out  of  its  place.  There  was  also  a  girdle  sewed 
to  the  breast-pVite,  which  was  of  the  fore- 
mentioned  colours,  with  gold  intermixed, 
which,  when  it  h  id  gone  once  round,  was  tied 
agnin  upon  the  seam,  and  bung  down.  Thers 
ivere  also  goldt-n  loops  that  admitted  its 
fringes  at  e.ich  extremity  of  the  girdle,  and 
iniluded  them  entirel.. 

<!.  The  hi^rh-priest's  mitre  was  the  siime 
that  we  des(ril)ed  before,  and  was  wrou^'ht 
like  that  of  ull  the  other  priests;  above  which 
there  was  am>tht'r.  with  swathes  of  blue  em- 
broi<!eretl,  and  round  it  was  a  golden  crown 
polished,  of  three  rows,  one  above  another; 
out  of  which  aro^e  a  cup  of  gold,  which  re- 
sembled the  herb  which  we  call  S<icchnrus; 
bui  those  Greeks  that  are  skilful  in  botany 
call  it  Jii/o^c<iamus.  Now,  lest  any  one  that 
has  seen  this  htrb,  but  lias  not  been  taught  its 
name,  and  is  unacquainted  with  its  nature,  or, 
havirtg  knoun  its  name,  knows  not  the  herb 
when  he  sees  it,  I  shall  give  su.-h  as  these  are  a 
description  of  it.  This  herb  is  oftentimes  in  tall- 
ness  above  three  spans,  but  its  root  is  like  that 
of  a  turnip  (fur  he  that  should  compare  it  there- 
to would  not  be  mistaken);  but  its  leaves  are 
like  the  leaves  of  mint.  Out  of  its  branches 
it  sends  out  a  calyx,  cleaving  to  the  branch  ; 
and  a  coat  encompasses  it,  which  it  naturally 
puts  oir  when  it  is  changing,  in  order  to  pro- 
duce its  fruit.  This  calyx  is  of  the  bigness 
of  the  bone  of  the  little  fmger,  but  in  the  com- 
pass of  its  aperture  is  like  a  cup.  This  I  will 
farther  describe,  for  the  use  of  those  that  are 
unacquainted  with  it.  Suppose  a  sphere  be 
divided  into  two  parts^  round  at  the  bottom, 
but  having  another  segment  that  grows  up  to 
a  circumference  from  that  bottom;  suppose 
it  become  narrower  by  degrees,  and  that  the 
cavity  of  that  part  grow  decently  smaller,  and 
then  graduallv  grow  wider  again  at  the  brim, 
Buch  as  we  see  in  the  nuv&l  of  a  pomegi'anate, 


with  its  notches.  And  indeed  such  a  coat 
grows  over  this  plant  as  renders  it  an  hemi- 
sphere, and  that,  as  one  may  say,  turned  ac- 
curately in  a  lathe,  and  having  its  notches  ex- 
tant above  it,  which,  as  I  said,  grow  like  a 
pomegranate,  only  that  they  are  aharp,  and 
end  in  nothing  but  prickles.  Now  the  fruit  13 
preserveil  by  this  coat  of  the  calyx,  which  fruit 
is  like  the  seed  of  the  herb  Sideritis;  it  sends 
out  a  flower  that  may  seem  to  resemble  that 
of  poppy.  Of  this  was  a  crown  made,  as  far 
as  from  the  hinder  part  of  the  head  to  each  of 
the  temples;  but  this  EpkielU^  for  so  this 
calyx  may  be  called,  did  not  cover  the  fore- 
head, but  it  w;is  covered  with  a  golden  plate,* 
which  had  inscribed  upon  it  the  name  of  God 
in  sacred  characters.  And  su'-ii  were  the  or- 
naments of  the  high-priest. 

7.  Now  here  one  may  wonder  at  the  ill- 
will  which  men  bear  to  ms,  and  which  they 
profess  to  bear  on  account  of  our  despising 
that  Deity  which  they  pretend  to  honour; 
for  if  any  one  do  but  consider  the  fabric  of 
the  tabernacle,  and  take  a  view  of  the  gar- 
ments of  the  high-priest,  and  of  those  vessels 
which  we  make  use  of  in  our  sacred  minis- 
tration, he  will  find  that  our  legislator  was  a 
divine  man,  and  that  we  are  unjustly  re- 
proached by  others;  for  if  any  one  do  without 
prejudice,  and  with  judgment,  look  upon 
these  things,  he  will  find  they  were  every  one 
matle  in  way  of  imitution  and  representation 
of  the  universe.  When  Mo^es  distinguished 
the  tabernacle  into  three  parts,t  and  allowed 
two  of  them  to  the  priests,  as  a  place  accessi- 
ble and  common,  he^denoted  the  land  and 
the  sea,  these  being  of  general  access  to  all; 
but  he  set  apart  the  third  division  for  God, 
because  heaven  is  inaccessible  to  men.  And 
when  he  ordered  twelve  loaves  to  be  set  on  the 
table,  he  denoted  the  year,  as  distinguished 
into  so  many  months.  By  branching  out  the 
candlestick  into  seventy  parts,  he  secretly  in- 
timated the  Decani,  or  seventy  divisions  of 
the  planets ;  and  as  to  the  seven  lamps  upon 
the  candlesticks,  they  referred  to  the  course 
of  the  planets,  of  which  that  is  the  number. 
The  veils,  too,  which  were  composed  of  four 
things,  they  declared  the  four  elements ;  for 
the  fine  linen  was  proper  to  signify  the 
earth,  because  the  flax  grows  out  of  the  earth; 
the  purple  signified  the  sea,  because  that  co- 
lour is  dyed  by  the  blood  of  a  sea  shell-fish; 

•  The  renrfiT  oueht  to  take  notice  here,  that  the  very 
iMosaic  Pf  Uilon,  or  gulden  plate,  for  the  foreliead  of  the 
Jewish  iiigh-priesl,  was  itself  preserved,  not  only  till  the 
dijyiof  Joseplms.  but  of  Oriiien  ;  and  that  its  inscription, 
Holiness  to  the  Lord,  was  in  the  Samaritao  characters. 
—  See  Antiq.  b.  viii.  ch-  iii.  sect  8,  Essay  oo  the  Old 
Test.  p.  164,  and  Reland,  Oe  Spul.  Terapli,  p.  132. 

+  When  Josephus.  both  here  and  chap.  vi.  sect.  4, 
supposes  the  tabernacle  to  have  been  parted  into  three 
parts,  he  seems  to  esteem  the  bare  entrance  to  be  a  third 
division,  distinct  from  the  lioly  and  Uie  most  holy  places; 
and  tliis  the  rither.  because  in  the  temple  afterward  thert 
was  a  real  distinct  tliird  part,  which  wascalled  tlie  Porch 
otherwise  Josephus  would  contradict  his  own  descriptiua 
of  the  tabernacle,  which  gives  us  a  particular  account  of 
Du  more  than  two  partem 
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the  blue   is  fit  to  signify  the   air ;   and   the 
scarlet  will  naturally  be  an  indication  of  fire. 
Now  the    vestment  of  the  high-priest   being 
made  of  linen,  signified  the  earth;  the  blue 
denoted  the  sky,  being  like  lightning  in  its 
pomegranates,  and  in  the  noise  of  the  bells 
resembling  thunder.      And  for  the  ephod,  it 
showed  that  God  had  made  the  universe  of 
four  [elements] ;  and  as  for    the  gold   inter- 
woven, I  suppose   it  related  to  the  splendour 
by    which    all    things    are    enlightened.      He 
also  appointed    the    breast-plate  to  be  placed 
in  the  middle  of  the  ephod,  to  resemble  the 
earth,  for  that  has  the  very  middle  place  of 
the  world.  And  the  girdle  which  encompassed 
the    high-priest    round,    signified    the    ocean, 
for  that  goes   round  about  and  includes  the 
univeree.     Each  of  the  sardonyxes  declares 
to  us  the  sun  and  the  moon  ;  those,  I  mean, 
that  were  in    the  nature   of  buttons  on    the 
high-priest's  shoulders.     And   for  the   twelve 
stones,  whether  we  understand  by   them  the  | 
months,  or  whether  we  understand  the  like  > 
number  of  the  signs  of  that  circle  which  the  1 
Greeks  call  the  Zodiac,  we  shall  not  be  mis-  i 
taken  in  their  meaning.     And  for  the  mitre, 
which  was  of  a  blue  colour,  it  seems  to  me  ' 
to  mean  heaven :  for  how  otherwise  could  the  \ 
name  of  God  be  inscribed  upon  iti     That  it 
was  also  illustrated  with  a  crown,  and  that  of  j 
gold  also,  is  because  of  that  splendour  with 
which  God  is  pleased.     Let  this  explication* 
suffice  at  present,  since  the  course  of  my  nar-  I 
ration    will    often,    and    on    many    occasions,  j 
afford  me  the  opportunity  of  enlarging  upon 
the  virtue  of  our  legiclator. 


f 


CHAPTER  Vni. 

OF    THE     PRIESTHOOD    Or    AASOS 


§    1.  \Vhe>-    what    has    been    described    was 
broueht  to  a  conclusion,  gifts  not  being  yet . 
presented,  God   appeared   to   Moses,  and  en- 
joined him  to  bestow  the  high-priesthood  upon  ! 
Aaron  his  brother,  as  upon  him  that  best  of  ! 


•  This  explkatiOB  of  the  mVBtlcal  meaning  of  the 
Jewish  tabornacle  and  iu  resseis,  wilh  the  garmenl=  cf 
the  hi"h-priest.  is  taken  ou!  of  Philo,  and  fitt.-.l  to  l.en- 
tUe  philosopbical  notions.  This  may  po»«iMy  he  for- 
gi»en  in  Je^rs,  greatly  Tere.<i  in  heathen  learning  and 
phUosophv,  as  fhUo  haJ  ever  been,  and  as  Josephus 
had  Ion"  been  when  he  vrroti-  thfse  .tntnuuie^.  In  the 
mean  time,  it  is  not  to  V  doubted,  but  in  their  edo- 
cstion  they  must  hare  hith  learned  more  .lewish  inter- 
pretations, such  as  we  meet  with  in  the  Kpistle  of  Bar-  , 
nabas,  in  that  to  the  Hebrews,  and  el.se^hire  among  the  , 
old  Jews.  .^ccordinglT.  when  Joscphus  wrote  his  books 
of  the  Jewish  War.  for  the  use  of  the  Jews,  at  which 
time  he  was  comparatively  young,  and  less  used  to  (jcn- 
tUe  books,  we  find  one  specimen  cf  such  a  Jewish  in- 
terpretation :  for  there  ih.  vii.  ch.  v.  sect.  5.^  he  mates  ! 
the  seven  branches  of  the  templeK^ndlcstick.  with  their 
seven  lamps,  an  emblem  of  the  seven  days  of  creation 


them  all  deserve  to  obtain  that  honour,  on 
account   of  its   virtue.     And  when   he   had 
gathered    the    multitude    together,   he    gave 
them  an  account  of  Aaron's  virtue,  and  of 
his  good-will  to  them,  aad  of  the  dangers  he 
had  undergone  for  their  sakes.     Upon  which, 
when  they  had  given  testimony  to  him  in  all 
respects,  and  showed  their  readiness  to  receive 
him,  Moses  said  to  them,  "  O  you  Israelites, 
this  work  is  already  brought  to  a  conclusion,  in 
a  manner  most  acceptable  to  God,  and  accord. 
ing  to  our  abilities.     And  now  since  you  sec 
that  he    is  received  uito  this  tabernacle,  we 
shall  first  of  all  stand  in  need  of  one  that  may 
officiate  for  us,  and  may  minister  to  the  sacri- 
fices, and  to  the  prayers  that  are  to  be  put  up 
for  us ;  and  indeed  had  the  inqulr^■  after  such 
a    person    been    left    to    me,    I    should     have 
thought  myself  worthy   of  this  honour,  both 
because  all  men  are  naturally  fond  of  them- 
selves, and  because  I  am  conscious  to  myself 
that  I  have  taken  a   great  deal  of  pains  for 
vour  deliverance;  but  now  God  himself  has 
determined  that  .\aron  is  worthy  of  this  ho- 
nour, and  has  chosen  him   for  his  priest,  as 
knowing  him  to  be  the  most  righteous  person 
among  vou.     So  that  he  is  to  put  on  the  vest- 
ments which  are  consecrated  to  God ;  he  is 
to  have  the  care  of  the  altars,  and  to  make 
provision  for  the  sacrifices ;  and  he  it  is  that 
must  put  up  prayers  for  you  to  God,  who  will 
readily  hear    them,  not  only   because   he   is 
himself  solicitous  for  your  nation,  but   also 
because   he  wUl   receive  them  as  offered  by 
one    that   he    hath    himself    chosen   to    this 
office."t     The   Hebrews   were   pleased    with 
what  was  said,  and  they  gave  their  approba- 
tion   to    him    whom  God    had   ordained ;  for 
Aaron  was,  of  them  all,  the  most  deserving 
of  this  honour,  on  account  of  his  own  stock 
and  gift  of  prophecy,  and  his  brother's  virtue. 
He  had  at  that  time  four  sons,  Nadab,  Abihu, 
Eleazer.  and  Ithamar. 

2.  Now  Moses  commanded  them  to  make 
use  of  all  the  utensils  which  were  more  than 
were  nccessarv  to  the  structure  of  the  taber- 
nacle, for  covering  the  tabernacle  itself,  the 
candlestick,  and  altar  of  incense,  and  the  other 
vessels,  that  they  might  not  be  at  all  hurt 
when  thev  journeyed,  either  by  the  rain,  oi 
by  the  rising  of  the  dust.  And  when  he  had 
gathered  the  multitude  together  again,  he  or- 
dained that  they  should  offer  half  a  shekel 
for  every  man.  as  an  oblation  to  God ;  which 
shekel  is  a  piece  among  the  Hebrews,  and  is 
equal  to  four  .\lhenian   drachma?.|     Where- 


T  It  is  well  worth  our  observation,  that  the  two  prin- 
cipal qualifications  required  in  this  section,  for  the  con- 
sti-.ution  of  the  first  hish-ptiest.  ivii.  that  he  should 
have  an  excellent  character  for  virtuous  and^good  ic- 
tions-  OS  also  that  he  should  have  the  approbation  cf 
the  people.1  are  here  noted  by  Josephos.  even  where  the 
nominaUon  belonged  tolled  himself,  »  hich  arc  the  very 
seven  lamps-. an  '■'""-'"  ""  mJ  "^nhr^v^i  rlanets  '  samequalificaUoi.swhichthcl.hrL-lianrelision requires 
and  rest,  which  are  here  emWcms  of  the  f "°  P'?""»-  i  i„Twhoice  of  Christian  bishops.  priest=.  and  deacons ; 
Kor  certainly  ought  an-ieat  Jewish  emblems  to  be  «-  :  m  the  f  °'^^«^''J^„,u,„t^<,^/inf',rn,  us.  b.  ii.  chap.  UL 

"^t  This  weisrht  ai.d  value  of  the  Jewish  shekel,  in  tho 
d»vs  of  Joa^us,  equal  to  about  2s.  lOd.  surlmg,  la,  by 


Aor  ceriainiv  nugut  auvi^ti,.  .>r"i."  ^...w.. — -     .      ■  i.   i 
plained  anv  other  way  than  according  to  ancient  Jewish, 
and  not  Gentile,  nolions.    Se»  of  the  War,  b.  i.  ch. 
utxiii.  6«flt.  2. 
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upon  they  readily  obeyed  what  Moses  had 
oommanJetl ;  and  the  number  of  the  offerer* 
was  six  hundred  and  five  thousand  five  hun 
dred  and  fifty.  Now  this  money  that  was 
brought  by  the  men  that  were  free,  was  given 
by  such  as  were  above  twenty  years  old,  but 
under  fifty ;  and  wliat  was  coJlectcd  was  spent 
in  the  uses  of  the  tabernacle. 

3.  Mosos  now  puriliod  the  tabernacle  and 
the  priests ;  which  purification  was  performed 


5.  Now  God  showed  himself  pleased  with 
the  work  of  the  Hebrews,  and  did  not  permit 
tlieir  labours  to  be  in  vain;  nor  did  he  dis- 
dain to  make  use  of  what  they  had  made,  but 
he  came  and  sojourned  with  them,  and  pitched 
his  tabernacle  in  the  holy  house.  And  in 
the  following  manner  did  he  come  to  it  :— 
The  sky  was  clear,  but  there  was  a  mist  over 
the  tabernacle  only,  encompassing  it,  but  not 
with  such  a  very  deep  and  thick  cloud  as  is 


after  the  following  manner  : — He  commanded  seen  in  the  winter  season,  nor  yet  in  so  thin  a 
them  to  take  five  hundred  shekels  of  choice  one  as  men  might  be  able  to  discern  any  thing 
myrrh,  an  equal  qu.intity  of  cassia,  and  half  through  it;  but  from  it  there  drooped  a  sweet 
the  foregoing  weight  of  cinnamon  and  cala-  dew,  and  such  a  one  as  showed  the  presence 
mus  (this  last   is   a  sort  of  sweet  spice);  to  of  God  to  those  that  desired  and  believed  it. 


6.  Now  when  Moses  had  bestowed  such 
honorary  presents  on  the  workmen,  as  it  was 
lit  they  slioulJ  receive,  who  had  wrought  so 
well,  he  offered  sacrifices  in  the  open  court  of 
the    tabernacle,   as   God    commanded  him; 


beat  them  small,  and  wet  them  with  an  hin  of 
oil  of  olives  (an  hin  is  our  own  country  mea- 
sure, and  contains  two  Athenian  chuas,  or 
ctmgiuses);  then  mix  them  together,  and  boil 
them,  and  prepare  them   afrer  the  art  of  the 

afiothecary,  and  make  them  into  a  very  sweet '  bull,  a  ram,  and  a  kid  of  the  goats,  for  a 
ointment;  and  afterward  to  take  it  to  anoint  sin-offering.  Now  I  shall  speak  of  what  we 
and  to  purify  the  priests  themselves,  and  all  the  do  in  our  sacred  offices  in  my  discourse  about 
tabernacle,  as  also  the  sacrifices.  There  were  sacrifices;  and  therein  shall  inform  men  in 
also    many,  and    those  of  various    kinds,   of  what  cases  Moses  bid  us  offer  a  whole  burnt- 


sweet  spices,  that  belonged  to  the  tabernacle, 
and  such  as  were  of  very  great  price,  and  were 
brought  to  the  golden  altar  of  incense,  the  na- 
ture of  which  I  do  not  now  de.>,cribe,  lest  it 
should  be  troublesome  to  my  reatlers ;  but  in- 
cense* was  to  be  offered  twice  a-dav,  both  be- 


offering,  and  in  what  cases  the  law  permiU  us 
to  partake  of  them  as  of  food.  And  when 
Moses  had  sprinkled  Aaron's  vestments,  him- 
self, and  his  sons,  with  the  blood  of  the  beasts 
that  were  slain,  and  had  purified  them  with 
spring    waters    and    ointment,    they    became 


fore  sun-rising  and  at  sun-setting.  They  were  God's  priests.  After  this  manner  did  he  con- 
also  to  keep  oil  ready  purified  for  the  lamps ;  sccrate  them  and  their  garments  for  seven 
three  of  which  were  to  give  light  all  day  long.t  days  together.  The  same  he  did  to  the  taber- 
upon  the  sacred  candlestick,  before  God,  andlnacle,  and  the  vessels  thereto  belonging,  both 
the  rest  were  to  be  lighted  at  the  evening.  jwith  od  first  incensed,  as  I  said,  and  with  the 
4.  Now  all  was  finished.  Besaleel  and  j  blood  of  bulls  and  of  rams,  slain  day  by  day 
Aholiab  appeared  to  be  the  most  skilful  of  one,  according  to  its  kind.  But  on  the  eighth 
the  workmen;  for  they  invented  finer  works'day  he  appointed  a  feast  for  the  people,  and 
than  what  others  had  done  before  them,  and  j  commanded  them  to  offer  sacrifice  according 
were  of  great  abilities  to  gain  notions  of  what '  lo  their  ability.  Accordingly  they  contended 
they  were  formerly  ignorant  of;  and  of  these,  |  one  with  another,  and  were  ambitious  to  ex- 
Besaleel  was  judged  to  be  the  best.  Now'ceed  each  other  in  the  sacrifices  which  they 
the  whole  time  they  were  about  this  work  wasj  brought,  and  so  fulfilled  Moses's  injunctions, 
the  interval  of  seven   months;   and   after  this  But  as  the  sacrifices  lay  upon  the  altar,  a  sud- 


it  was  that  was  ended  the  first  year  since  their 
departure  out  of  Egypt.  But  at  the  beginning 
of  the  second  year,  on  the  month  Xunlhicus, 


den  fire  was  kindled  from  among  them  of  its 
own  accord,  and  appeared  to  the  sight  like 
fire  from  a  flash  of  lightning,  and  consumed 


as  the  Macedonians  call  it,  but  on  the  month  whatsoever  was  upon  the  altar. 
Nisan,  as  the  Hebrews  call  it,  on  the  new,  7.  Hereupon  an  aflliction  befell  Aaron,  con- 
moon,  they  consecrated  the  tabernacle,  and'sidered  as  a  man  and  a  father,  but  was  un- 
all  its  vessels,  which  I  have  already  described.  Jergone  by  him  with  true  fortitude;  for  he 
the  learned  Jews,  owned  tn  he  one-6flh  larger  than  ^  had  indeed  a  firmness  of  soul  in  such  acci- 
werc  their  old  shekelB  ;  which  determinalion  ^irrees  i  Jg„{g  g^d  he  thought  this  calamity  came  upon 
p«rfeclly  with  the  remai^aing  shekels  that  have  Sama-  according    to    God's    will;    for    whereas 

ritan  inscviptions,  coined  genernUy  hy  .Smion  the  Mae- 1  ""'•    ai-i"i"'"B  ^^  .,u-r._-   .!,_• 

cahee,  about  2:30  yt-ara  before  .Tosephus  published  his 
Antiquities,  which  never  weigh  more  than  2s.  4^.,  and 
conimonlv  but  2s.  4id.    See  Keland  De  Nummis  Sama- 


ritanorum,  p.  188. 

*  The  incense  was  here  offered,  according  to  Jose- 
phus's  opinion,  before  sun-rising,  and  at  sun-setting: 
but  in  the  days  of  Pompey.  according  to  the  same  Jo.se- 
phus.  the  sucrifice.s  were  offered  in  the  morning,  and 
at  the  ninth  hour.     Antiq.  b.  xiv.  ch.  iv.  sect.  3. 

+  Ileace  we  may  correct  the  opinion  of  the  modern 
Rabbins,  who  say  that  only  one  of  the  seven  lamps 
burnc-d  in  the  day-time :  whereas  our  Josephus,  a»  eye 
iritntus,  ujs  tilers  wei«  thres. 


he  had  four  sons,  as  I  have  said  before,  the  two 
elder  of  them,  Nadab  and  Abihu,  did  not 
bring  those  sacrifices  which  Moses  bade  them 
bring,  but  which  they  used  to  offer  formerly, 
and  were  burnt  to  death.  Now  when  the  firo 
rushed  upon  them,  and  began  to  burn  them, 
nobody  could  quench  it.  Accordingly  they 
died  in  this  manner.  And  Moses  bid  their 
father  and  their  brethren  to  take  up  their 
bodies,  to  carry  them  out  of  the  ca.mp,  and  to 
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bury  them  ma^ificently.  Now  the  multi- 
tude lamented  thera,  and  were  deeply  affected 
at  this  their  death,  which  so  unexpectedly  be- 
Icli  them.  But  Moses  entreated  their  breth- 
ren a;;d  their  father  not  to  be  troubled  for 
them,  and  to  prefer  the  honour  of  God  before 
thtir  grief  about  them;  for  Aaron  had  already 
put  on  his  sacred  garments. 

8-  But  Closes  refused  all  that  honour  w  hich 
he  saw  the  multitude  ready  to  bestow  upon 
him,  and  attended  to  nothing  else  but  the  ser- 
vice of  God.  He  went  no  more  up  to  mount 
Sinai;  but  he  went  into  the  tabernacle,  and 
brought  back  answers  from  God  for  what  he 
prayed  for.  His  habit  was  also  that  of  a  pri- 
vate man;  and  in  all  other  circumstances  be 
behaved  himself  like  one  of  the  common  peo- 
ple, and  was  desirous  to  appear  without  dis- 
tinguishing himself  from  the  multitude,  but 
would  have  it  known  that  he  did  nothing  else 
but  take  care  of  them.  He  also  set  down  in 
writing  the  formottheir  government,  and  those 
laws,  by  obedience  whereto  they  would  lead 
their  lives  so  as  to  please  God,  and  so  as  to  have 
no  quarrels  one  among  another.  However,  the 
laws  he  ordained  were  such  as  God  suggested 
to  them;  so  I  shall  now  discourse  concern- 
ing that  form  of  government,  and  those  laws. 

9.  I  will  now  treat  of  what  I  before  omit- 
ted, the  garment  of  the  hl^h-priest:  for  he 
[Moses]  left  no  room  for  the  evil  practices  of 
[false]  prophets;  but  if  some  of  that  sort 
should  attempt  to  abuse  the  divine  authority, 
he  left  it  to  God  to  be  present  at  his  sacrifices 
when  he  pleased,  and  when  he  pleased  to  be 
absent.*  And  he  was  willing  this  should  be 
known,  not  to  the  Hebrews  only,  but  to  those 
foreigners  also  who  were  there.  For  as  to 
those  stones, f  which  we  told  you  before  the 

♦  Of  this  »lran?e  expression,  that  Mo^fs  "left  it  to 
God  tu  lie  present  at  hi»  sacrilii.-es  wtien  lie  jileased,  aiiJ 
vhen  liP  pleased  to  be  al>s"nt,"  »ve  Ibe  iiotu  on  b.  ij. 
aminst  Apion.  sect.  16. 

t  I  hese  answers  by  the  onicte  of  I'rira  and  Thum- 
Riiiu,  which  words  sii;nify  Ifjht  and  ptrjrction,  or.  as 
tlie  Septunjrint  render  (hern,  rrvelatinn  and  tmlli,  and 
denote  nothing  further,  that  1  see,  hut  the  iihinin'z  »toues 
liieiiiselves,  wltifh  were  u-ed,  in  this  method  of  lilumii)- 
aiion.  m  revealing  the  will  of  God.  alter  a  perfect  and 
true  manner,  to  his  people  Israel:  I  »ay,  ihese  answers 
were  not  made  hy  the  shininij  of  the  prenous  stones. 
atfr  au  awlvwanl  luannrr,  ia  the  higli-priest's  brvast- 
platr-,  ;is  the  modern  Ifabbins  vainly  suppose;  for  cer- 
tiiinlv  the  shinini;  of  the  stones  niiehl  precede  or  ac- 
loinpiny  the  oracle,  without  itself  delivering  that  oracle 
(*e'  \otiq.  b  vi.  chap,  vi,  sect,  4),  hut  iatli*r  (i>  .\n 
aii'-tble  voice  troin  tlie  nierc>-seal  between  llir  Lnrui- 
l  inii.  See  Prideaux's  Connect  at  the  year  .xll  Tliis 
II.  r|e  liad  been  silent,  as  Josepbus  here  mluriua  us.  two 
!•  ii.dred  years  beiore  he  wrote  bis  Antiqiiil.t-s,  or  eier 
Mftcfc  the  days  of  the  last  i;ot>d  bi^h-priesl  of  ihe  fanul) 
t.i  (be  Maccabees,  John  Hjrcanus.  Sow  it  is  lien  very 
wfll  worth  our  observation,  that  the  oracle  bt  fore  us  wa^ 
ili^it  hy  which  Gud  appeared  to  be  present  with,  ao'l  nave 
dirct:tions  to.  his  people  Israel  as  their  kirn:,  all  the  wiiilr 
tliey  submitted  to  him  in  titat  capacity;  and  did  lun  sel 
over  them  such  independent  kini;s  as  uovernrd  accuni- 
liiEf  to  their  own  wills  and  political  nuxuus,  iofiit-ud  uf 
divine  directions.  Arcordint:U.  we  niee(  witti  Ui is  ora- 
cle (besides  uiiKelic  and  propliedc  adiiinjiiii'P'  ■<)  all  ai>tT< 
fr..ni  the  d;^suf  Mo^rs  aid  JosMia  to  t.ir  u.omttu  ot 
§huI.  t.ie  fiV-t  L,f  lutf  siu:ces.>  o  :  oi  li..-  ...lll;;^  ("^(iniii. 
V  "XVit.  al  :  Jo-.li.  vt  t>,&C  ;  MX  -jii;  Jii'itf'-s.  i  li  xvu..  .. 
bt  ^  3U,  dii  JUL.  Id,  ^J,  uQ,  «7,  U»,  KSi.  1,  ^*:.i   I  ^Ma.  L 


high-priest  bare  on  his  shoulders,  which  were 
sardonyxes  (and  I  think  it  needless  to  describe 
their  nature,theybclngknown  to  every  body), 
the  one  of  them  shiiied  out  when  God  waj 
present  at  their  sacrilices;  I  mean  that  which 
was  in  the  nature  of  a  button  on  his  righl 
shoulder,  bright  rays  darting  out  thence,  ard 

17,  18;  iii.  per  tot,  W,  per  tot.);  nay,  till  Saul's  rejec- 
tion of  the  divine  commands  in  the  war  with  Aiualek, 
when  he  took,  upon  him  to  act  as  he  thought  fit  (1  Sam. 
xiv.  3,  18,  ly,  -^  37),  then  this  oracle  Icll  Saul  enti/cty 
(wliicb  indeed  be  had  seldom  consoUed  before,  1  Sam. 
xiv.  3.5;  1  Chron.  x.  M;  siii.  3.  Aiitiq.  b.  vii.  chap.  it. 
sect.  a),  and  accompanied  i>avid,  wlw  was  anointed  to 
succeed  him.  and  who  consulted  God  hy  it  freqaenUy, 
and  complied  with  its  directions  constantly  {I  Sam.  xiv. 
37,41;  XV.  i;G;  xxii.  13,  1>;  xxiii.  9,10;  xxx  7.  K,  I**; 
2  Sam.  ii,  I,  v.  11*,  23;  xxL  1;  xxiii.  14;  1  C'hrun.  Xiv. 
10,11;  Antiq.  b.  vi.  chap,  sii-  sect.  6).  Saul,  mOeeil, 
lon^  after  his  rejection  by  God,  and  when  God  had  giveii 
bim  up  to  destruction  for  his  disobedience,  did  once  after- 
wards endeavour  to  consult  God  when  it  waa  Uw  Utr ; 
but  God  wonid  not  then  answer  him,  neither  by  dreain^i, 
nor  by  L'rlm.  nor  by  prophets  (  1  Sam.  xxviii.  tj)  iNjr 
did  any  of  David's  successors,  the  kinits  of  Juda,  that 
we  know  of,  consult  God  by  this  oracle,  till  ili«  very 
Uabylonish  captivity  itself,  when  those  kings  weic  at  ua 
end;  they  taking  upon  them,  I  suppose,  too  miirh  uf 
despotic  power  and  royalty,  and  too  little  owning  the 
God  of  Israel  for  the  supreme  King  of  Israel,  UioUfiU  a 
few  of  Ihera  consolled  the  prophets  soinelinu-s  and  weie 
answered  by  them.  At  the  return  of  Ibe  two  tribes.  \*-iTh- 
out  Ihe  return  of  the  kingly  i;overnn)enl,  tbc  resiorMliun 
of  this  oracle  was  expected  ^Neh.  vii.  Ui;  1  iisd.  \.  -JU; 
I  Mace.  iv.  46;  xiv.  41).  And  indeed  it  may  seciii  loha\c 
been  restored  lor  some  time  after  the  Kabylunish  npti- 
vily.  at  least  in  the  days  of  that  excellent  htgb-prte»l, 
John  Kyrcauus,  v\  horn  Josepbus  eslecmed  as  a  km,,  i* 
priest,  and  a  prophet;  and  who,  be  says,  foretold  ^p^e^.ll 
things  that  came  to  pass  accordingly  ;  hut  about  The 
lime  of  his  death,  he  here  implies,  that  this  oracW  qutlc 
ceased,  and  not  before.  The  lolloping  bik;b-prie»t»  uow 
l-ultinj:  diadems  on  their  heads,  and  ruling  according  to 
their  own  will,  and  by  their  own  authority,  like  Ilie  ither 
kin<<s  ol  Ihe  I'agan  countries  about  thein ;  so  that  uhila 
the  <.od  ol  Israel  was  allowed  to  be  the  supreme  King 
of  Israel,  and  his  directions  to  be  their  autlientic  Kiiides, 
C^d  gave  them  sur.h  directions  as  their  supreme  kini; 
and  governor;  and  Ihey  were  properly  under  a  theociacy, 
by  Ihis  oracle  of  Uriin,  but  no  k  nger  [see  Ur.  Ileinard's 
notes  here),  though  1  conf&ss  I  cannot  but  esteem  the 
biRb-priest  Jaddiis's  divlDc  dream  (Aniiq.  b.  xt.  rhap. 
viii.  ^evt.4),alld  the  hit;b-prie3t  Caiaplias'&most  rcuioi'L- 
ah'.e  prophecy  (John  xi  47— ii'),  as  two  .small  rema.n^or 
spec+ineiisof  this  nnrient  oracle,  which  properly  bel>>nvrd 
to  the  Jewbh  hiuH-prieBis:  nor  perhaps  ought  we  en- 
tirely to  (uri;et  tiiat  eroineiil  prophetic  dieam  ol  our 
Josephus  hini*flf  (one  next  to  a  hi^h-priest.  as  of  toe' 
family  of  the  As,tmoneans  or  Maccabees),  as  In  the  -..r- 
cession  ol  Vr-spasian  and  Titus  to  the  Uoman  t.m^ir*-, 
and  that  in  Ihe  dajsot  Nero,  and  before  either  L.aii>.t, 
( tth".  ur  Vilellius  were  thouybt  of  to  snceeed  him.  [  f 
The  War,  h.  iii.  cliap.  viii.  sect.  9.)  This,  1  think.  ii>iv 
vvell  be  luokeu  on  as  the  Very  last  jnatance  of  Mli>  I'.nv. 
like  the  prnplietic  L'rini  amon^  the  Jewish  uat.  ■■  .  ...  iJ 
just  preivfled  Iheir  fatal  desolation:  b\it  how  r  fry.  .\ 
possibly  •  oioe  to  pass  that  such  ereat  men  as  Sii  .'(.tin 
Marsitaiu  and  Ur.  S[^.euser,  suuuld  iinuc;iQe  i'i..t  i.<i:y_ 
oracle  i'f  L'ltmand  Thumniim.  with  other  pracii- e&,  ^n 
old  <tr  Older  than  the  law  i.f  Moses,  should  hnve  heeii 
nntiiitied  io  imitation  of  somewhat  like  Them  among  vtv 
l.,>ptia!is.  which  we  uever  hear  ol  till  Ihc  duya  ol  1»  o- 
1I..MIS  N'fultis,  iEiian.  and  Maimonidrs.  or  litth-  e.,i  ;■  r 
than  the  Christian  era  at  ti>e  hii.'h»*M  in  «lmo«'t  nrto-- 
CuUniablr';  while  tli^  main  buMne.iS  ot  the  law  oi  -Sii>a>  <t 
Uas  *-V(  It-iiTlj  h,  pre.s'-ivt;  tl-t  laiueli'.i-s  Iron;  tht  <o.  a- 
ItoMs  ami  'upi-rstitions  pr-rtice-'  of  the  iiei-MfHiiini; 
I'ai-aii  iiatioi  s.  and  whiie  il  is  so  un<1eiiiahte.  that  the 
ekl'.eiice  ioi  t>.ei;iL-a<  .iiUiiji'ilj  \tt  Aittacb'a  la^v  is  lo'jottt- 
pjr-.hly  brynd  Thai  f.'i  ilie  |i  :•..-■  _i;ieal.-r  «i  ii-[U.lj  o( 
such  customs  iu  Kt'Nptor  i-f.er  n.'»»'on«.  whic;>  irdeert - 
is  L"  ne>aiiv  Mi.ne  at  all.  r  is  ii-wM  Hb<^urd  10  <teri\f  oi)$ 
ol  Mi^scsN  Uaa  i.t,.ii,  tl>c  lit.  ..ittkrii  I.;  tii...tf-  .^L-a-i.bil 
pn>.  lij"  '  ■  m-r  t\p  ll'»  «.«■■  ^^'■  ....  !r-in-  '.  u^  '  »«  lar 
I'  i-liii  iT'-fit  r:«'i  urrv  III  'iv^r  rvxlviititr,  tii  rvni  Miliit  of 
IHC  most  traiiieU  pMri  oi  iij.iiuii>il. 
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been  seen  even  by  those  that  were  roost  re- 
mote; which  splendour  yet  was  not  before 
natural  to  the  stone.  This  his  appeared  a 
wotulerfwl  thing  to  such  as  have  not  so  far 
indulij'ed  thein?elves  in  philosophy,  as  to  de- 
spise Divine  Keveltitiori.  Yet  will  I  mention 
what  is  still  more  wonderful  than  this:  for  God 
declared  beforehand,  by  those  twelve  stones 
which  the  high-priest  hare  on  his  breast,  and 
which  were  inserted  into  his  breast-plate, 
when  they  should  he  victorious  in  battle;  fur 
80  great  a  splendour  shone  forth  from  tliL-ni 
before  the  aruiy  hegan  to  m  irch,  that  all  the 
people  were  sensible  of  Gods  beiii;,'  present 
for  their  .issistanee.  Whence  it  came  to  pa?s 
that  lho8.;  Greeks,  who  had  a  veneration  for 
our  l.tw»,  because  they  could  not  possibly 
contradict  this,  called  that  brea^t-pIate  the 
Oracle.  Now  this  breast-plate,  and  this  sar- 
donyx, left  off  shining  two  hundred  ye  irs  he- 
fore  1  composed  this  book,  God  liaving  ijeen 
displeased  at  the  trans;;ression  of  his  laws.  Of 
which  things  we  shall  further  di^cour^e  on  a 
fitter  opportunity;  but  I  uill  now  go  on  with 
my  proposed  narration. 

10.  Tiie  ta'jern.iele  being  noiV  consecrated, 
and  a  regular  order  being  settled  for  the 
priests,  the  iniiUitude  judged  that  God  now 
dvelt  autong  thL.'.n,  .md  betook  themselves  to 
Siicrifi.-es  and  praises  to  God,  as  being  now 
delivered  from  all  expectation  of  evils,  and 
as  enleriiiining  a  hopeful  prospect  of  better 
tnnes  hereafter.  They  otfered  also  gifts  to 
God,  >ome  as  common  to  the  whole  nation, 
and  others  as  peculiar  to  themselves,  and 
these  tribe  hy  trilie  ;  for  the  heads  of  the 
tribes  combined  together,  two  by  two,  and 
brought  a  waggon  and  a  yoke  of  o\en.  These 
amounted  to  six,  ami  they  carried  the  taber- 
nacle when  tiiey  journeyed.  Besides  which, 
each  head  of  a  tribe  brought  a  bowl,  and  a 
charger,  and  a  spoon,  of  ten  darirs,  full  of 
incense.  Now  the  <-harger  and  tlie  bowl  were 
of  silver,  and  together  they  weighed  two  hun- 
dred shekels  but  the  bi>wl  cost  no  more  than 
seventy  shekels;  and  these  were  full  of  fine 
nour  mingled  with  uU.  such  as  they  used  on 
the  altar  about  the  sacrttices.  They  brought 
also  a  young  bulliH'k,  ami  a  ra.n,  with  a  luiih 
of  a  year  old,  tor  a  whole  bnriit-ofFering;  as 
also  a  goat  tor  the  turgi venes's  uf  siiis,  Kverv" 
one  of  the  heads  of  thtr  tribes  i)rou;;ht  also 
Oilier  sacrifices,  called /;et/cc-o//t.T*H(/s for  every 
d,iy  two  hulls,  and  live  rams,  with  lambs  of 
a  year  old,  and  kids  of  the  goats.  These 
heads  of  tribes  were  tvvelve  days  in  sacrificing, 
one  s.ieririeing  every  day.  Now  Moses  went 
no  longer  up  lo  uiount  Suiai,  hut  went  into 
the  tabernacle,  atnl  le.irncd  ol  God  what  they 
were  to  do,  and  i\  hat  laws  should  be  made; 
which  laws  were  prefera!)le  to  what  have  been 
devised  by  human  tmdeistanding,  and  prove*] 
to  be  rtrnily  ubserved  for  all  liuie  to  couie,  as- 
being  believed  to  h  tlte  gift  uf  Owl,  inso- 
much th«tl  the    Heliicws  dio    uol    tiHith^^ie^s 


any  of  those  lavvs,  either  as  tempted  in  times 
of  peace  by  luxury,  or  in  times  of  war  by  dis- 
tress of  affairs.  But  I  say  no  more  here  con- 
cerning them,  because  I  have  resolved  to  com* 
pose  another  work  concerning  our  laws. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

THE  MANNER  OF  OUK  OFFEKI.VG    SACRIFICES. 

§  I.  I  WILL  now,  however,  make  m::iition  of 
a  few  of  our  laws  which  belong  to  purifica- 
tions, and  the  like  sacred  ollices,  sincj  1  am 
accidentally  come  to  this  matter  of  sacrifices. 
These  sacrifices  were  of  two  sorts;  of  those 
sorts  one  was  offered  for  private  persons,  and 
the  other  for  the  people  in  general;  ajid  they 
are  done  in  two  different  ways:  in  the  one 
case,  what  is  slain  is  burnt,  as  a  whole  burnC- 
offertng,  whence  that  name  is  given  to  it;  but 
the  other  is  a  tbank-olfering,  and  is  designed 
for  feasting  those  that  sacrifice.  1  will  speak 
of  the  former.  Suppose  a  [irivate  man  offer 
a  burnt-offering,  he  must  slay  either  a  bull,  a 
lamb,  or  a  kid  of  the  goats,  and  the  two  latter 
of  the  first  year,  though  of  bulls  lie  is  per- 
mitted to  sacrifice  those  of  a  greater  age;  but 
all  burnt-olferings  are  to  be  of  males.  When 
they  are  slain  the  priests  sprinkle  the  blood 
round  about  the  altar:  they  then  cleanse  the 
bodies,  and  divide  titem  into  [>arts,  and  salt 
I  them  with  salt,  and  lay  them  upon  the  altar, 
while  the  pieces  of  wood  are  piled  one  upon 
another,  and  the  fire  is  burning  ;  they  next 
cleanse  the  feet  of  the  sacrifices  and  the  in- 
wards in  an  aci-urate  manner,  and  so  lay  them 
to  the  rest  to  he  purged  by  the  lire,  while 
the  priests  receive  the  hides.  This  is  the  way 
of  offering  a  burnt-otjering. 

2.  But  those  that  offer  thank-olfernigs  do 
indeed  sacrifice  the  same  creatures,  but  such 
as  are  unblemished,  and  above  a  year  old; 
however,  they  may  take  either  males  or  fe- 
males. They  also  sprinkle  the  altar  with  their 
blood;  but  they  lay  upon  tlie  altar  the  kid- 
iicvs  and  the  caul,  ami  all  the  fat,  and  the 
lobe  of  the  liver,  together  with  the  rump  of 
the  lamb;  then,  giving  the  breast  and  the 
right  shoulder  to  the  priest,  the  offerers  feast 
upon  the  remainder  of  the  llesh  for  two  days; 
and  what  remains  they  burn. 

3.  The  sacrifices  for  ^ins  are  olfered  in  the 
same  mamier  as  is  the  tliank-oilciing.  Xiut 
those  who  are  unable  to  purchase  complete 
sacrifices,  otFer  two  pigeons,  or  turtle  doves; 
the  one  of  which  is  made  a  burnt-offering  to 
God.  the  (»ther  they  give  as  food  to  the  priests. 
But  we  shall  treat  more  accurately  about  the 
oblation  of  these  creatures  in  our  discourse 
coiieerning  sacrifices.  But  if  a  person  fall 
into  sin  by  ignorance,  he  offers  an  ewe  lamb,  gf 
a  feinale  kid  of  the  goals,  of  the  same  age; 
and  the  priests  sprinkle  the  blood  at  the  altar, 
not  iilier  the  former  m  inner,  but  at  the  corners 
<'i   \i.       fne^t  aUo  bring   the  kidaeyi*  and   ilit; 
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.est  of  the  fat,  together  with  the  lobe  of  the 
liver,  to  the  altar,  while  the  priests  bear  away 
the  hides  and  the  flesh,  and  spent  it  in  the 
holy  place,  on  the  same  day  ;*  for  the  law 
does  not  permit  them  to  leave  of  it  until  the 
morning.  But  if  any  one  sin,  and  is  conscious 
of  it  himself,  but  hath  nobody  that  can  prove 
it  upon  him,  he  otters  a  ram,  the  law  enjoin- 
ing him  so  to  do  ;  the  flesh  of  which  the  priests 
eat  as  before,  in  the  holy  place,  on  the  same 
day.  And  if  the  rulers  oiler  sacrifices  for 
their  sins,  they  bring  the  same  oblations  that 
private  men  do ;  only  they  so  far  difler,  that 
they  are  to  bring  for  sacrilice  a  bull  or  a  kid 
of  the  goats,  both  males. 

4.  ISow  the  law  requires,  both  in  private 
and  public  sacrifices,  that  the  finest  flour  be 
also  brought;  for  a  lamb  the  measure  of  one 
tenth-deal, — for  a  ram  two, — and  for  a  bull 
three.  This  they  consecrate  upon  the  altar, 
when  it  is  mingled  with  oil ;  for  oil  is  also 
brought  by  those  that  sacrifice  ;  for  a  bull  the 
half  of  an  bin,  and  for  a  ram  tlie  third  part  of 
the  same  measure,  and  one  quarter  of  it  for 
a  lamb.  This  hin  is  an  ancient  Hebrew  mea- 
sure, and  is  equivalent  to  two  .\lhenian  choas 
(or  congiuses).  They  bring  the  same  quantity 
of  oil  which  they  do  of  wine,  and  they  pour  the 
wiue  about  the  altar ;  but  if  any  one  does  not 
offer  a  complete  sacrifice  of  animals,  but  brings 
fine  flour  only  for  a  vow,  he  throws  a  handlul 
upon  the  altar  as  its  first  fruits,  while  the  priests 
take  the  rest  for  their  food,  either  boiled  or 
mingled  with  oil.  hut  made  into  cakes  of  bread. 
But  whatsoever  it  be  that  a  priest  himself  of- 
fers, it  must  of  necessity  be  all  burnt.  Now 
the  law  forbids  us  to  sacrifice  any  animal  at 
the  same  time  with  its  dam:  and,  in  other 
cases,  not  till  the  eighth  day  alter  its  birth. 
Other  sacrifices  there  arc  also  appointed  for 
escaping  distempers,  or  for  other  occasions,  in 
which    meat-oflcrings  are  consumed,  together 


of  the  day ;  but  on  the  seventh  day,  which  is 
called  the  Sabbath,  they  kill  two,  and  sacrifice 
them  in  the  same  manner.  .'\t  the  new  moon, 
they  both  perfonn  the  daily  sacrifices,  and  slay 
two  bulls,  with  seven  lambs  of  the  first  year, 
and  a  kid  of  the  goats  also,  for  the  expiation 
of  sins;  that  is,  if  they  have  sinned  through 
ignorance. 

2.  But  on  the  seventh  month,  which  the 
Macedonians  call  Hyperheretstus,  they  make 
an  addition  to  those  already  mentioned,  and 
sacrifice  a  bull,  a  ram,  and  seven  lambs,  and 
a  kid  of  the  goats,  for  sins. 

3.  On  the  tenth  day  of  the  same  lunar 
month,  they  fast  till  the  evening ;  and  this  day 
they  sacrifice  a  bull,  and  two  rams,  and  seven 
lambs,  and  a  kid  of  the  goats,  for  sins.  And, 
besides  these,  they  bring  two  kids  of  the  goats ; 
the  one  of  which  is  sent  alive  out  of  the  limits 
of  the  camp  into  the  wilderness  for  the  scape- 
goat, and  to  be  an  expiation  for  the  sins  of  the 
whole  multitude;  but  the  other  is  brought 
into  a  place  of  great  cleanness  within  the 
limits  of  the  camp,  and  is  there  burnt,  with  its 
skin,  without  any  sort  of  cleansing.  M'ith 
this  goat  was  burnt  a  bull,  not  brought  by  the 
people,  but  by  the  high-priest,  at  his  own 
charges;  which,  when  it  was  slain,  he  brought 
of  the  blood  into  the  holy  place,  together  with 
the  blood  of  the  kid  of  the  goats,  and  sprinkled 
the  ceiling  with  his  finger  seven  times,  as  also 
its  pavement,  and  again  as  often  toward  the 
most  holy  place,  and  about  the  golden  altar  : 
he  also  at  last  brings  it  into  the  open  court; 
and  sprinkles  it  about  the  great  altar.  Besides 
this,  they  set  the  extremities,  and  the  kidneys, 
and  the  fat,  with  the  lobe  of  the  liver,  upon 
the  altar.  The  high-priest  likewise  presenu 
a  ram  to  God  as  a  burnt-ofl'ering. 

4.  Upon  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  same 
month,  when  the  season  of  the  year  is  chang- 
ing  for  winter,   the  law  enjoins   us   to   pitch 


with  the  animals  that  are  sacrificed  ;  of  which    tabernacles  m  every  one  of  our  houses,  so  that 
it  is  not  lawful  to  leave  any  part  till  the  next  j  we  preserve  ourselves  from   the  rol.l  of  that 


day,  only  lite  priosts  arc   to  take  their   own 
share. 


CHAPTER  X. 

CO.S'CEBNIXG     THE    FESTIVALS  ;     AND    HOW   EACH 
DAY  OP  BCCH  FESTIVAL  IS  TO  BE  OBSEBVED. 

§  1.  The  law  requires,  that  out  of  the  pub- 
lic expenses  a  lamb  of  the  fi;st  year  lie  killed 
every  day,  at  the  beginning  and  at  the  ending 
•  What  Ilolaiid  well  observes  here,  out  cif  Jiijej  hus, 
OB  compared  "  illi  the  law  of  Moses,  Lev.  viii.  15  (Ib:a 
the  eatin.'  of  the  s:icriS'-c  tlic  siime  .lav  it  was  offered, 
seems  to  mean  only  before  the  morning  <:f  the  next,  al- 
th'iUi.'h  the  latter  part,  >. .-.  the  niglit,  Ic  iu  >trictue»s 


lime  of  the  year  ;  as  also  that  when  we  should 
arrive  at  our  own  country,  and  come  to  that 
city  which  we  should  have  then  for  our  metro- 
polis, because  of  tlic  temple  therein  to  be  built, 
and  keep  a  festival  for  eight  d;iys.  and  ofl'er 
burnt-oti'erings,  and  sacrifice  Ihank-ofl'crings, 
that  we  should  then  carry  in  our  hands  a 
branch  of  myrtle,  and  willow,  and  a  bough  of 
the  palm-tree,  with  the  addition  of  the  pome- 
cition.  That  the  burnt-ofl'ering  on  the  first 
of  those  days  was  to  be  a  sacrifice  of  thirlecn 
bulls,  and  fourteen  lambs,  and  fifteen  rams, 
with  the  addition  of  a  kid  of  the  goats,  as  an 
expiation  for  sins:  and  on  the  following  days 
the  same  number  of  lambs,  and  of  rams,  with 
the  kids  of  the  goats  ;  but  abating  one  of  the 


paitofthenexiday. acconliiigtoiheJewi-hreeUoniui;!  I  tiulls  every  day  till  thev  amounli-d  to  seven 
isgreatlytobeobservedupMiiotburorei.sionsalso.  The]  I  q^  the' eighth  day  all  Work  was  laid 
Jewishmnxim.insucbcases.itseems.  isthl3:Thattie  I         >  „     ,.,„   .,.,;,1    K„l,i„    ih^v  .;nr-ri. 

day  goes  before  the  niu'ht:  ami  this  appears  to  me  to  bo  !  aside,  and  then,  as  yve  said  belore,  thtv  sacri- 
the  language  both  c.f  the  Old  and  New  Te  lauierit.  tee  ^  d^Q^  to  God  a  bullock,  a  ram,  and  seven  lambs, 
alsothenoteon  Antiti  b.iy.ch.iv.sect.J,imdr.elaiidii,  .  a  kjd  of  the  goats,  ibi  aa  exuiattou  oi 
not«  on  b.  Iv.  thap  viU.  tKt.  28.  '  """  »  wu  w.  .a«  e     -,  r- 
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Bins.  And  this  «  the  actustoroed  Bolemnity 
of  the  Hebrews,  when  they  pitch  their  taber- 
nacles. 

5.  In  the  month  of  Xanthicus,  which  is  by 
us  called  AVsan,  and  is  the  beginning  of  our 
vL-ai,  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  lunar  month, 
when  the  sun  is  in  Aries  (for  in  this  month  it 
w.is  th:it  we  were  delivered  from  bondage  un- 
der the  Egvptians),  the  law  ordained  that  we 
should  fiery  year  slay  that  sacrifice  which  1 
before  Sold  yoii  we  slew  when  we  came  out  of 
Et^\  p' ,  and  which  was  called  toe  Passover; 
huii  s>j  we  do  celebrate  this  passover  in  com- 
p.iriie  ,  leaiinp  nothing  of  what  we  sa;  rilice 
till  t.ie  day  following.  The  feast  of  unlea- 
veiie*/  bread  succeeds  thet  of  the  passover,  and 
(Mi  m  the  tifieenth  day  of  the  month,  and 
conw/nues  seven  days,  wherein  they  feed  on  | 
un'  ;avened  bread ;  on  every  one  of  which  days  ; 
tv  J  bulls  are  killed,  and  one  ram.  and  seven  j 
li  nhs  "Now  these  lambs  are  entirely  burnt, 
I  .rsides  the  kid  of  the  goats  which  is  added  to  [ 
-.11  the  rest  for  sins;  for  it  is  intended  as  B| 
feast  for  the  priests  on  every  one  of  those  days. 
But  on  the  second  day  of  unleavened  bread, 
which  is  the  sixteenth  day  of  the  month,  they 
first  partake  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  for  be- 
fore that  day  they  do  not  touch  them.  Anil 
while  they  suppose  it  proper  to  bimour  God, 
fiom  whom  they  obtain  a  plentiful  provision, 
in  the  first  place,  they  oTer  the  fir«t-fruits  of 
their  barley,  and  that  in  the  manner  following: 
They  take  a  handful  of  the  ears,  and  dry  tbcin, 
then  beat  them  small,  and  purge  the  barley 
from  the  bran ;  they  then  bring  one  tenth  deal 
to  the  altar,  to  Uud;  and,  casting  one  handful 
of  it  upon  the  lire,  they  leave  the  rest  for  the 
u-e  of  the  priests;  and  after  this  it  is  that  they 
may  publicly  or  privately  reap  their  harvest. 
Theyalsoat  this  participation  of  the  first-fruits 
of  the  earth,  sacrifice  a  lamb,  a£  a  burnt-ofTer- 
ing  to  God. 

G.  When  a  week  of  weeks  has  passed  over 
after  this  sacrifice  ('which  weeks  contain  forty 
and  nine  days),  on  the  fiftieth  day,  which  is 
Pentecost,  but  is  called  by  the  Hebrews  Atar- 
thi  which  signifies  Pentecost,  they  bring  to 
God  a  loaf,  made  of  wheat  flour,  of  two  tenth 
deal-i,  with  leaven;  and  for  sacrifices  they  bring 
two  lambs;  and  when  they  have  only  present- 
ed them  to  Gnd,  they  are  made  ready  for  sup- 
per for  the  priests;  nor  is  it  pernr.itted  to  leave 
a;iy  thing  of  them  till  the  day  following.  They 
also  slay  three  bullocks  for  a  burnt-offering, 
and  two  rams;  and  fourteen  lambs,  with  two 
ki'^s  of  the  goats,  for  sins;  nor  is  there  any 
one  of  the  festivals  but  in  it  they  offer  burnt- 
otTerings;  they  also  allow  themselves  to  rest 
bo  every  one  of  tliem.  Accordingly,  the  law 
prescribes  in  them  all  what  kinds  they  arc  to 
sacrifice,  and  how  they  are  to  rest  entirely,  and 
must  slay  sacrifices,  in  order  to  feast  Upon 
them. 

7.  However,  out  of  the  common  rhar^-es, 
baked  bread  [wa»  »et  on  the  Hble  of  shew- 


brend],  without  leaven,  of  twenty-four  tenth 
deals  of  flour,  for  so  much  is  spent  upon  tb^s 
bread;  two  heaps  of  these  were  baked;  thty 
were  baked  the  day  before  the  S  ibbaib,  but 
were  brought  into  the  holy  place  on  the  morn- 
irg  of  the  Sabbath,  and  set  upon  the  noly  ta- 
ble, six  on  a  heap,  one  loaf  still  standing  over, 
against  another;  where  two  golden  cups  full  of 
r.-ankincense  were  also  set  upon  tlieni,  and 
there  they  remained  till  another  j^abbalh,  and 
then  other  loaves  weie  hrongbt  in  their  stead, 
while  the  loaves  were  given  to  the  priests  for 
their  food,  and  the  frankincense  was  burrLt  in 
that  sacred  fire  wherein  all  their  olferings  were 
burnt  also;  and  so  other  frankincense  was  set 
upon  the  biaves  instead  of  what  was  there 
before.  The  [high]  priest  also,  of  his  own 
charges,  olfercd  a  sacrifice,  and  that  twice 
every  day.  It  was  made  of  Hour  mingled 
with  oil,  and  gently  baked  by  the  fire;  the 
((uantity  was  orn-  tenth  deal  of  flour;  he 
brought  the  half  of  it  to  the  fice  in  the  moni- 
iiig,  and  the  otberhalf  at  night.  The  accouiit 
of  these  sacrifices  I  shall  give  more  accurately 
hereafter;  but  1  think  1  have  premised  what 
tor  the  piesent  may  be  suflicicnt  concerning 
them. 


CHAPTER  XL 

or  THE  PURIPICATI0X3. 

§  ;.  Mosrs  took  out  the  tribe  of  Levi  from 
cominutiicatifig  with  the  rest  of  the  people, 
and  set  them  apart  to  be  a  holy  tribe  ;  and 
piirifieil  them  b.  water  taken  from  perpetuid 
springs,  and  with  such  sacrifices  as  were  usu- 
ally offered  to  God  on  the  like  occasions.  He 
delivered  to  them  also  the  tabernacle,  and  the 
sacreil  vessels,  and  the  other  curtains,  which 
were  made  for  covering  the  tabernacle,  that 
they  might  minister  under  the  conduct  of  the 
priests,  who  had  been  already  consecrated  to 
God. 

2.  He  also  determined  concerning  animals; 
which  of  them  might  be  used  for  fond,  and 
which  they  were  obliged  to  abstain  from; 
which  matters,  when  this  work  shall  give  me 
occasion,  shall  be  farther  explained;  and  the 
causes  shall  be  added,  by  which  he  was  moved 
to  allot  some  of  them  to  be  our  food,  and  cn- 
joineri  us  to  abstain  from  others.  However, 
he  entirely  forbade  us  the  use  of  blood  for 
food,  and  esteemed  it  to  contain  the  soul  and 
spirit.  He  also  forbade  us  to  e.tt  the  flesh  of 
an  animal  that  died  of  itself,  as  also  the  caul, 
and  the  fat  of  goats,  and  sheep,  and  bulls. 

3.  He  also  ordered,  that  thijse  whose  bodies 
were  affiicted  with  leprosy,  and  who  had  a 
gonorrhora,  should  not  come  into  the  city  ;' 

•  We  may  bere  note,  that  Jowjili.is  fn-qufiiily  crtll* 
the  rjmp  the  riiy.  inj  t!>e  cimrl  itt  ihe  Mosaic  Ul>er:ia- 
cV  a  trmpit.  anil  the  labernarlc  itwlf  a  tioly  hbusi,  *C.1j 
allii^ii.n  to  the  l:Utorcry,  temple,  ana  holy  house,  wliicft 
lit  tuew  so  well  long  aTterwardi. 
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nay,  he  removed  the  women,  when  they  had 
their  natural  purgations,  till  the  seventh  day; 
after  «hich  he  looked  on  them  as  pure,  and 
permitted  them  to  come  in  again.  The  law 
permits  those  also  who  have  taken  care  of  fu- 
nerals to  come  in  after  the  same  manner,  when 
this  numtier  of  days  is  over;  but  if  any  con- 
•tinucd  longer  than  that  number  of  days  in  a 
state  of  pollulion,  the  law  appointed  the  of- 
fering tv\o  lauibs  fur  a  sacrifice;  the  one  of 
which  they  are  to  purge  by  fire,  and  for  the 
other,  the  priests  take  it  for  themselves.  In 
the  same  manner  do  those  sacrifice  who  have 
had  the  gonorrhoea.  But  he  that  sheds  his 
seed  in  his  sleep,  if  he  go  down  into  cold  wa- 
ter, has  the  same  privilege  with  those  that  have 
lawfully  accompanied  with  their  wives.  And 
for  the  lepers,  he  suffered  them  not  to  come 
icto  the  city  at  all,  nor  to  live  with  any  others, 
as  if  they  were  in  elTeot  dead  persons;  but  if 
any  one  had  obtained,  by  prayer  to  God,  the 
recovery  from  that  distemper,  and  had  gained 
a  healthful  complexion  again,  such  a  one  re- 
turned thanks  to  God,  with  several  sorts  of 
sacrifices ;  concerning  w  bich  we  will  speak 
hereafter. 

4.  Whence  one  cannot  but  smile  at  those 
who  sav  that  Moses  was  himself  afflicted  with 
the  leprosy  when  he  fled  out  of  Egypt,  and 
that  he  became  the  conductor  of  those  who 
on  that  account  left  that  country,  and  led  them 
into  the  land  of  Canaan;  for,  had  this  been 
true,  Moses  would  not  have  made  these  laws 
to  his  own  dishonour,  which  indeed  it  was 
more  likely  he  would  have  opposed,  if  others 
had  endeavoured  to  introduce  ♦hem;  and  this 
the  rather,  because  there  are  lepers  in  many 
nations,  who  yet  are  in  honour,  and  not  only 
free  from  reproach  and  avoidance,  but  who 
have  been  great  captains  of  armies,  and  been 
entrusted  with  high  offices  in  the  common 
wealth,  and  have  had  the  privilege  of  enter- 
ing into  holy  places  and  temples;  go  that  no- 
thing hindered,  but  if  either  Moses  himself, 
or  the  multitude  that  was  with  him,  bad  been 
liable  to  such  a  misfortune  in  the  colour  of 
his  skin,  he  might  have  made  laws  about  them 
for  their  credit  and  advantage,  and  have  laid 
no  manner  of  difficulty  upon  them.  Accord- 
ingly, it  is  a  plain  case,  that  it  is  out  of  vio- 
lent prejudice  onlyth.ittheyreportthese  things 
about  us;  but  Moses  was  pure  from  any  such 
distemper,  and  lived  with  countrymen  who 
were  pure  of  it  also,  and  thence  made  the 
laws  which  concerned  others  that  had  the  dis- 
temper. He  did  this  for  the  honour  of  God; 
but  as  to  these  matters,  let  every  one  consider 
them  after  what  manner  he  pleases. 

5.  As  to  the  women,  when  they  have  born 
a  child,  Moses  forbade  them  to  come  into  the 
temple,  or  touch  the  savritices,  before  forty 
days  were  over,  supposing'  it  To  be  a  boy;  but 
if  she  has  born  agi:l,  the  law  is  tliat  she  c.m- 
not  De  admitted  before  i«ice  thnt  number  of 
days  be  over:  and  when  aftir  \U>-  U'fo'e-men- 


lioned  time  appointed  for  them,  they  perform 
their  sacrifices,  the  priests  distribute  them  De- 
lore  God. 

6.  But  if  any  one  suspect  that  his  wite  hai 
been  guilty  of  adultery,  he  was  to  brine  a 
tenth  deal  ff  barley  flour;  they  ther  cast  one 
handful  to  God,  and  gave  the  rest  ot  it  to  thi 
priests  for  food.  One  of  the  priests  set  the 
woman  at  the  gates  that  are  turned  towards 
the  temple,  and  took  the  veil  from  her  head, 
and  wrote  the  name  of  GoD  on  parchment, 
and  enjoined  her  to  swear  that  she  had  not  at 
all  injured  her  husband;  and  to  wish  that,  if 
she  had  violated  her  chastity,  her  right  thigh 
might  be  put  out  of  joint;  that  her  belly  might 
swell,  and  that  she  might  die  thus:  but  that 
if  her  husband,  by  the  violence  of  bis  affec- 
tion, and  of  the  jealousy  which  arose  from  it, 
had  been  rashly  moved  to  this  suspicion,  that 
she  might  bear  a  male  child  in  the  tenth 
month.  Now  when  these  oa'.hs  were  over, 
the  priest  wiped  the  name  of  Ooo  out  ol  lh«- 
parchment,  and  wrung  the  water  into  a  viai. 
He  also  took  some  dust  out  of  the  temple  ,'il 
any  happened  to  be  there),  and  put  a  little  of 
it  into  the  vial,  and  gave  it  her  to  drink  ; 
whereupon  the  woman,  if  she  were  unjustly 
accused,  conceived  with  child,  and  brought  it 
to  perfection  in  her  womb ;  but  if  she  b«*l 
broken  her  faith  of  wedlock  to  her  husband, 
and  had  sworn  falsely  before  God,  she  died 
in  a  reproachful  manner :  her  thigh  fell  off 
from  her,  and  her  belly  swelled  with  a  dropsy 
And  these  are  the  ceremonies  about  sacrifices, 
and  about  the  purifications  thereto  belonging, 
which  Moses  provided  for  his  countrymen. 
He  also  prescribed  the  fellowing  laws  to 
them : — 


CHAPTER  XII. 

SETEHAL   LAWS. 

§    1.  As  for  adultery,  Moses  forbade   it   en 

j  tirely,  as  esteeming  it  a  happy  thing  that  men 

I  should  be  wise  in  the  affairs  of  wedlock  ;  and 

I  that  it  was  profitable  both  to  cities  and  fami 

I  lies  that  children  should  be  known  to  be  ge 

nuine.     He  also  abhorred   men's  lying  with 

,  their  mothers,  as  one  of  the  greatest  crimes 

and  the  like  lor  lying  with  the  father's  wife 

1  and  with  aunU*,  and  sisters,  and  son's  wives 

I  as   all   instances  of  abominable   wickedness 

He  also  forbade  a  man   to  lie  with  his  wif» 

when  she  was  defiled  by  her  natural  purga 

tion:  and  not  to  come  near  brute  beasts;  noi 

to  approve  of  the  lying  with  a  male,  wh'ch 

was  to  hunt  after  unlawful  pleasures  on  ac 

count  of  beauty.     To  those  who  were  guilty 

of  such  insolent  behaviour,  he  ordained  death 

for  their  punishment. 

2.  As  for  the  priests,  be  prescribed  to  then> 
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<i  (double  degree  of  purity:*  for  he  restraineil 
T.oeir.  in  the  instances  above,  anJ  moreover  for- 
oa(ie  theiu  to  marry  harlots.  He  also  forbade 
'  teni  to  marry  a  slave,  or  a  captive,  and  such 
iis  got  their  living  by  cheating  trades,  and  by 
keeping  inns:  as  also  a  woman  parted  from 
her  husband,  on  any  account  whatsoever. 
Nay,  he  did  not  think  it  proper  for  the  hi^h- 
priest  to  marry  even  the  widow  of  one  that 
was  dead,  though  he  allowed  that  to  the 
priests;  but  he  permitted  him  only  to  marry 
a  virgin,  and  to  retain  her.  Whence  it  is 
that  the  high-priest  is  not  to  come  near  to  one 
that  is  dead,  although  the  rest  arc  not  prohi- 
bited from  coming  near  to  their  brethren,  or 
parents,  or  children,  when  they  are  dead;  but 
they  arc  to  be  unblemished  in  all  respects. 
He  ordered  that  the  priest,  who  had  any  blem- 
i«b,  should  have  his  portion  indeed  among  the 
priests;  but  he  forbade  him  to  ascend  the  al- 
tar, or  to  enter  into  the  holy  house.  lie  also 
enjoined  them,  not  only  to  observe  purity  in 
their  sacred  ministrations,  but  in  their  daily 
conversation,  that  it  might  be  unblameablc 
also;  and  on  this  account  it  is  that  those  who 
wear  the  sacerdotal  garments  are  without  spot, 
and  eminent  for  their  puiity  and  sobriety :  nor 
are  they  permitted  to  drink  wine  so  long  as 
they  wear  those  g  irments.f  Moreover,  they 
oiTer  sacrifices  that  are  entire,  and  have  no 
defect  whatsoever. 

3.  And  truly  Moses  gave  them  all  these 
precepts,  being  such  as  were  observed  during 
bis  own  life-time;  but  though  he  lived  now 
ia  the  wilderness,  yet  did  be  make  pronsion 
bow  ihey  might  observe  the  same  laws  when 
they  should  have  taken  the  land  of  Canaan. 
He  gave  then  rest  to  the  land  from  plough- 
ing and  planting  every  seventh  year,  as  he  had 
prescribed  to  them  to  rest  from  working  every 
seventh  day;  and  ordered,  that  then  whatgrew 
of  its  oiTii  accord  out  of  the  earth,  should  in 
common  belong  to  all  that  ple^ised  to  use  it, 
making  no  distinction  in  that  respect  between 
their  own  countrymen  and  foreigners:  and  he 
oriUiued,  that  they  should  do  the  same  after 
seven  times  seven  years,  which  in  all  are  (ifty 
years;  and  that  fiftieth  year  is  called  by  the 
Hebrews  The  Jubilee,  wherein  debtors  are 
freed  from  their  debts,  and  slaves  are  set  at 
liberty;  which  slaves  became  such,  though 
they  were  of  the  same  stock,  by  transgressing 
some  of  those  laws  the  punishment  of  which 
was  uot  capital,  but  they  were  punished  by 

*  These  words  of  Josephiis  are  remarkable,  that  the 
lau-fiver  of  the  Jews  required  of  the  priests  a  double 
deijree  ol'  purity,  in  coiaparisoo  uf  that  required  of  the 
people,  oi  wliii:ti  he  gives  several  instances  unniediately. 
It  was  furr.eruin  the  case  also  amon?  the  first  Christians, 
of  the  cleryy.  in  comparison  of  the  laity,  as  the  Aposto- 
lical Constitutions  and  Canons  everywheie  inlorm  us. 

+  Weuiust  here  not;-,  with  ReUtui.  that  tlie  precept 
_^ven  to  the  priests  of  not  driiikiiii:  wine  v\  hile  they  wore 
the  sacred  garments,  is  equivalent  to  Iheir  ahstiueiice 
bum  it  all  tlie  while  they  uiiiusteieil  in  the  temple;  be- 
cause they  then  always,  and  then  o:ily,  wore  tiiose  s-icred 
nriuents,  whicn  were  laid  up  there  from  uae  time  ul 
iAiwii  to  •nolbtsr 


this  method  of  slavery.  This  year  also  re- 
stores  the  land  to  its  former  possessors  in  the 
manner  following: — When  the  Jubilee  is 
come,  which  name  denotes  lihertij,  he  that 
sold  the  land,  and  he  that  bought  it,  meet  to- 
gether, and  make  an  estimate,  on  one  hatid, 
of  the  fruits  gathered ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
of  the  expenses  laid  out  upon  it.  It  the  fruits 
gathered  come  to  more  than  the  expenses  laid 
out,  he  that  sold  it  takes  the  land  again;  but 
if  the  expenses  prove  more  than  tbe  fruits, 
the  present  possessor  receives  of  the  former 
owner  the  difference  that  was  wanting,  aad 
leaves  the  land  to  him  ;  and  if  the  fruits  re- 
ceived, and  the  expenses  laid  cut,  prove  equal 
to  one  another,  the  present  possessor  relin- 
quishes it  to  the  former  owners.  Moses  would 
have  the  same  law  obtain  as  to  those  houses 
also  which  were  sold  in  villages;  but  he  made 
a  ditferent  law  for  siicb  as  were  sold  in  a  city ; 
for  if  he  that  sold  it  temlered  the  purchaser 
his  money  again  wtlhtn  a  year,  lie  was  (orcwd 
to  restore  it;  but  in  case  a  wbole  year  had  in- 
tervened,  the  purchaser  was  to  enjoy  what  he 
had  bought.  This  was  the  constitution  of  the 
laws  which  Mcfcs  learned  of  Ood  when  the 
camp  lay  under  mount  Sinai;  and  this  he  de- 
livered in  writing  to  tbe  Ilebeew?. 

4.  Now  when  this  settlement  ot  laws  seemed 
to  be  well  over,  Moses  thought  fit  at  length 
to  take  a  review  of  the  host,  as  tbinltinp  it 
proper  to  settle  the  affairs  of  war  So  he 
charged  the  bends  oi  the  trites,  excepting  the 
tribe  of  Levi,  to  take  an  exact  aixount  ot  tni; 
number  t/f  those  that  were  able  to  go  to  war; 
for  as  to  the  I,cvites  they  were  doly,  and  tree 
from  all  such  burdens.  Now  when  lue  peo- 
ple had  been  numbered,  there  were  found  six 
hundred  thousand  that  were  able  to  go  to 
war,  from  twenty  to  fifty  years  ot  age,  besides 
three  thousand  six  hundred  and  tilly.  Instead 
of  Levi,  Moses  took  Manasseh,  the  son  of 
Joseph,  among  the  heads  of  tribes;  and  Eph- 
raim  instead  of  Joseph.  It  was  indeed  the  de- 
sire of  Jacob  himself  to  Joseph,  that  he  would 
give  him  his  sons  to  be  his  own  by  adoption, 
as  I  have  before  related. 

5.  When  they  set  up  the  tabernacle,  they 
received  it  into  the  midst  of  their  camp,  three 
of  the  tribes  pitching  their  tents  on  each  siile 
of  it ;  and  roads  were  cut  through  the  midst 
of  these  tents.  It  was  like  a  well-appointed 
market;  and  every  thing  was  there  ready  for 
sale  in  due  order;  and  all  sorts  of  artificer* 
were  in  the  shops;  and  it  resembled  nothing 
so  much  as  a  city  that  sometimes  was  move- 
able, and  sometimes  fixed.  The  priests  bad 
tbe  first  places  about  the  tabernacle;  then  the 
Levites,  who,  because  their  whole  midtitude 
was  reckoned  from  thirty  days  old,  were 
twentv-three  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty  niales;  and,  during  the  time  that  the 
cloud  stood  over  the  tabernacle,  they  thought 
proper  to   stay  in  the  same  place,  as  suppos- 

liiig   that  God  there  inhabited  among  them ; 
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but  when  that  removed  tbey  journeyed  also. 
6.  Moreover,  Moses  was  the  inventor  of 
the  form  of  their  trumpet,  which  was  nuiflf 
of  silver.  Its  description  is  this: — In  lejigth 
it  was  little  less  than  a  cubit.  It  was  com- 
posed of  a  narrow  tuhe,  somewhat  thicker 
than  a  flute,  but  with  so  much  breadth  as  was 
sijfTicient  for  admission  of  the  breath  of  a 
man's  mouth:  it  ended  in  the  torui  of  a  bell, 
like  common  trumpets.  Its  sound  was  called 
in  the  Hebrew  tongue  Asosra.  Two  of  these 
being  made,  one  of  them  was  sounded  when 
they  required  the  niuUiiude  to  come  together 
to  congreg^ations.  When  the  tirst  of  tbem 
gave  3  signal,  the  heads  of  the  tril»es  were  to 
assemble,  and  consult  about  the  a.^Tiirs  to 
tbem  properly  belonging;  but  when  tbey  gave 
the  signal  by  both  of  them,  they  called  the 
multitude  together.  Whenever  the  tabernacle 
was  removed,  it  was  done  in  this  solemn  or- 
der:—  At  the  first  aUirm  of  the  trumpet,  those 
whose  tents  were  on  the  east  quarter  prepared 
to  remove;  when  the  second  signal  was  given, 
those  that  weie  on  the  south  quarter  did  the 
like;  in  the  next  place,  the  tatiernacle  was 
taken  to  pieces,  and  was  carried  in  the  mi(lt»l 
of  six  tribes  tliat  went  before,  and  of  six  that 
followed,  all  (be  Levites  assisting  about  the 
tiihernacle;  when  the  third  signal  was  given, 
that  part  which  bnd  their  tents  towards  the 
west  put  themselves  in  motion;  and  at  the 
fourth  signal  those  on  the  north  did  so  like- 
wise. They  also  made  use  of  these  trumpets 
in  their  sacred  ministrations,  when  they  were 
bringing  their  sacrifices  to  the  altar,  as  well 
on  the  Sabbaths  as  on  the  rest  of  the  [festival] 
days;  and  now  it  was  that  Moses  otfered  that 
SHcritice  which  was  called  the  Pa^t.aver  in  the 
l^'iiderness,  as  the  lirst  he  had  otfered  after 
the  departure  out  of  Egypt. 


CHAPTER  Xni. 

HOW  MOSES  REMOVED  FltOM  MOCNT  SINAI, 
AND  CONDUCTED  THE  PKOl'LE  TO  THE 
BORDERS    OF    THE    CANAANITES. 

A  LITTLE  while  afterwards  he  ros:;  up,  and 
went  from  mount  Sinai;  and,  having  passed 
through  several  mansions,  of  which  we 
will  speak  anon,  he  came  to  a  place  called 
Hazeroih,  where  the  multitude  began  again  to 
be  mutinous,  and  to  blame  Moses  for  the  mis- 
fortunes they  had  sutfered  in  their  travels; 
ahd  that  when  he  had  persuaded  them  to  leave 
a  good  land,  tbey  at  once  hnd  lost  that  land, 
a;i(l  instead  of  that  happy  >>tate  he  bad  pro- 
mised them,  they  were  still  wandering  in  their 
present  miserable  condition,  being  already  in 
want  of  water;  and  if  the  nianua  should  hap- 
pen to  fail,  tbey  must  then  utterly  perish. 
Vet  while  they  generally  spake  many  and 
sore  things  against  the  uun,  there  was  one  of 


them  who  eithorted  them  not  to  be  uTimind- 
ful  of  Moses,  and  of  what  great  pains  he  hiif? 
been  at  about  their  common  safety;  and  not 
to  despair  of  a-^sistance  from  God.  The  mul- 
titude thereupon  became  still  more  unruly, 
and  more  mutinous  against  Moses  than  be- 
fore. Hereupon  Moses,  although  he  was  so 
basely  ab-ised  by  them,  encournged  Ibem  ii> 
their  despairing  condition,  and  promised  that 
he  would  procure  them  a  great  quantity  of 
tlesh-meat,  and  that  not  for  a  few  days  only, 
hut  for  many  days.  This  they  were  not  will- 
ing to  believe;  and  when  one  of  tbem  asked 
whence  he  could  obtain  such  vast  plenty  of 
what  he  promised,  he  replied,  **  Neither  God 
nor  I,  although  we  hear  such  oppr(>briou9  lan- 
guage from  you,  will  leave  oiT  our  labours 
for  >ou;  and  this  shall  soon  ap[»far  also." 
As  soon  as  ever  he  bad  said  this,  the  whole 
camp  was  filled  with  quails,  and  they  stood 
round  about  tbem,  and  gathered  them  in  great 
numbers.  However,  it  was  not  long  ere 
God  punished  the  Hebrews  for  their  inso- 
lence, and  thuse  reproaches  they  had  used  to- 
wards him,  for  no  small  number  of  them 
died;  and  still  to  this  day  the  place  retains 
the  memory  of  this  destruction,  and  is  named 
Kihroth-hattaavah,  which  is,  The  Graves  oj 
lust. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

HOW  MOSES  SENT  SOME  PERSONS  TO  SEARCH 
OUT  THE  LAND  (iF  TliE  CANAANITES,  AND 
THE  LARGENtSS  OF  THEIR  CITIES;  AND 
FARTHER,  THAT  WHEN  THOSE  WHO  M'S'iB 
SENT  WERE  RETURNED,  AFTER  FORTY  L>AV9» 
AND  REPORTED  THAT  THEY  SHOULD  NOT 
BE  A  MATCH  Ft>R  THEM,  AND  EXTOLLED 
THE  STRENGTH  OF  THE  CANAAMTKS,  THB 
MILTITLDE  WERE  DLSTUKbED,  AND  FELL 
INTO  DE-^rAlR  ;  AND  WERE  RESOLVED  TO 
STONE  MOSES,  AND  TO  RETUliN  BACK  AC-AIV 
INTO  EGYPT,   AND  SERVE  THE  EGYPTIANS. 

§   I.  When  Moses  had  led  the  Hebrews  away 
from  thence  to  a  place  ciilled  Parait,  which  was 
near  to  the  borders  of  the  Canajniites,  and  a 
place  difficult  to  be  continued  in,  he  gathered 
the   multitude    together   to  a  congregation; 
and  standing  in  the  mid&t  of  them,  be  said,' 
*'  Of  the  two  things  that  God  determined  to 
bestow  upon  us,  Liberty,  and  the  Possession 
of  a  H'ippy  Country,  the  one  of  them  ye  al- 
ready are   partakers  of,  by  the  gift  ot  God» 
and  the  other  you   will  quickly  obtain  ;    for 
we  now  have  our  al)ode  near  the  borders  of 
the  Canaanites,  and   nothing  can  hinder  the 
acquisition  of  it,   when  we  now  at  last  are 
f;ilien   upon  it:    1  s;ry,  tio?  only  no  king  nor 
city,  but  neither  the  whole  race  of  mankind,' 
if  they  were  all  gathered  together,  could  do"! 
it.      Let   us  therefore  prepare  our>elves  fox  ' 
the  work,  for  the  Canaanites  will  not  r««ijpl„ 
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\ip  their  1  ind  to  us  without  fighting,  but  it 
must  Iw  « ri-sied  from  tbein  by  great  struggles 
ill  war.  l.ut  us  the:i  scud  spies,  who  uiav 
tttke  a  view  of  the  goodness  of  the  Kind,  and 
whdl  strength  it  is  of;  but.  above  all  thin>;s, 
let  us  be  oi  one  mind,  and  let  us  honour  ^od, 
who  Hbiive  ull  is  our  helper  and  assister." 

2.  When  Moses  had  said  thus,  the  multi- 
tude requited  him  with  maiks  of  respect; 
Uiid  those  twelve  spies,  of  the  most  eminent 
inti).  one  out  of  each  tribe,  who,  passing  over 
idl  the  land  of  Canaan  from  the  borders  of 
Egypt,  cune  to  the  fit}-  Ilamath,  and  to 
mount  Lebanon;  and  havinj;  learned  the  na- 
ture of  the  land,  and  of  its  inhabitants,  they 
ciune  home,  having  spent  forty  days  in  the 
whole  wtnk.  They  also  brought  with  them 
of  the  fruits  which  the  land  bat*;  they  also 
tliovved  ihtio  the  excellency  of  those  fruits, 
iuid  yave  an  account  of  the  great  quantity  oi 
the  good  things  that  land  afforded,  w  hich  were 
motives  to  the  multitude  to  go  to  war.  But 
then  tbe>-  terrified  them  again  with  the  great 
(iilBculty  there  was  in  obtaining  it;  that  the 
rivtrs  were  so  Urge  and  deep  that  they  could 
nut  be  passed  over;  and  that  the  hills  were  so 
high  that  they  could  not  travel  along  for 
them;  that  the  cities  were  strong  with  walls. 
a^id  their  linn  fortiliciitioiis  round  about 
iiie/».  They  tohl  them  also,  that  they  found 
»(,,Hebron.  the  posterity  of  the  giants.  Ac- 
fprditigly  these  spies,  who  had  seen  the  htnd 
of  Gaiwan,  w  hen  they  pcrceiveil  that  all  these 
dilfii'idties  were  greater  there  than  they  had 
luet  with  since  they  rauie  out  of  Egypt,  they 
were  alFiightcd  at  them  themselves,  ami  en- 
deavoured to  aifright  the  multitude  al-o. 

3.  So  they  supposed,  from  what  they  had 
heard,  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  the  |h)s- 
ses^ion  of  the  country.  And  when  the  emigre 
g4tioii  was  dissolved,  they,  their  wives  ami 
chllilren,  i-ontinued  their  lamentation,  as  it 
(iod  would  not  indeed  assist  them,  but  only 
promised  them  fair.  They  also  again  l)lanie<l 
.Moses,  and  made  a  clamour  ag.iinst  him  and  his 
liiolher  Aaron,  the  high-priest.  Accordin;;!, 
they  passed  that  night  very  ill,  and  with 
I'oii'.umelious  language  ag-aiiist  them;  hut  in 
the  morning  they  ran  to  a  congregation,  in- 
tending to  stone  Moses  and  Aaron,  atui  so  to 
return  liack  into  Egypt. 

4.  But  of  the  spies,  there  were  Joshua,  the 
son  of  Nun,  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim,  and 
Caleb  of  the  tribe  of  Judab,  that  were  afraid 
Ki  I  lie  coiisei]uence,  and  caine  into  the  midst 
»f  them,  and  stilled  the  multitude,  and  de- 
sired thtin  to  be  of  good  courage;  and  nei- 
ther to  condemn  God  as  having  (old  them 
lies,  nor  to  heniken  to  those  who  had  affright- 
ed Ihein,  by  telling  them  what  was  not  true 
eoiireriiing  the  Canaaiiites,  but  to  those  that 
cMCOurnged  them  to  hope  for  good  success ; 
and  that  they  should  gain  po-s.s-ion  of  the 
hiiiipinrs-  promised  them,  because  r  .■irher  the 


could  binder  men  of  true  courage  from  at- 
tempting them,  especially  while  God  would 
t.tke  ('are  of  them  beforehand,  and  be  assis. 
taut  to  them.  "  Let  us  then  go,"  said,  they, 
"against  our  ene^iiies,  and  have  no  suspicion 
of  ill  success,  trusting  in  God  to  conduct  us, 
and  following  those  tliat  are  to  be  ou.-  le;:d- 
ers."  Thus  did  these  two  e.\hort  them,  and 
endeavour  to  p.icify  the  rage  they  were  in. 
But  Moses  a:id  .\aron  fell  on  the  ground,  and 
besought  God,  not  for  their  own  deliverance, 
hut  that  be  would  put  a  stop  to  what  the 
people  were  unwarily  doing,  and  would  bring 
their  minds  to  a  quiet  temper,  which  were 
now  disordered  by  their  present  passion.  The 
cloud  also  did  now  ap(>ear,  and'slood  over  the 
tabernacle,  and  declared  to  them  the  presence 
of  God  to  be  there. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

HOW  UO.SES  WAS  DISPLEASED  AT  THIS,  ANU 
FOIIETOLD  THAT  GOD  W  A3  ANORY,  A.^D 
THAT  THEY  SHOULD  CONHN  LE  l.N  THE  WIL- 
DLtt.NtSS  ioil  FOKTV  YLAUS,  AND  NOT, 
DUlilNG  TH.'lT  TIMi:,  tlTlltlt  l".ETi;RN  INTO 
EGVfT,  on  lAKL  fuS.sESSlO.N  OF  CANAAN. 

§  1.  Muses  came  now-  boldly  to  the  muUU,., 
tude,  and  informed  them  that  God  was  moved 
ut  their  abuse  of  him,  mid  would  intlict  puii- 
isboient  upon  them,  not  indeed  such  as  tliey 
deserved  for  their  sins,  but  such  as  iKireiits 
indict  on  their  children,  in  order  to  thtir  cor- 
rection: For,  be  said,  that  when  he  was  iu  the 
tabernacle,  and  was  bewailing  with  tears  tliat 
destruction  w  hich  was  coining  upon  them,  God 
put  him  in  mind  what  things  be  had  done  for 
them,  and  wh.it  beneiits  they  had  received 
fiom  him,  and  jet  how  ungrateful  they  had 
been  to  him;  that  just  now  they  had  been  in- 
duced, through  the  timorousness  of  the  spies, 
to  tbnik  that  their  uoriis  were  truer  than  his 
own  promise  to  them;  and  thrit  on  this  ac- 
count, though  he  would  not  indeed  destroy 
them  all,  nor  utterly  exterminate  their  nation, 
which  he  had  honoured  more  than  any  other 
part  of  mankind,  yet  he  would  not  perm  t 
them  to  take  possession  of  the  land  of  Caiuiaii, 
nor  enjoy  it*  happiness ;  but  wouhl  make 
them  wander  in  tiie  wilderness,  and  live  with- 
out a  fixed  habitation,  and  without  a  city,  fur 
forty  years  together,  ns  a  punishment  for  thi.^ 
their  trangression;  hut  that  he  hath  promised 
to  give  that  land  to  our  children,  and  that  he 
would  make  them  the  possessors  of  those 
u'ood  things  which,  by  jour  ungoverned  pas- 
-ions,  you  have  deprived  yourselves  of 

2.    When    Mo=es  had  discoursed   thus   to 
hem,  according  to  the  direction  of  God.  the  , 
multitude  grieved,  and  were  in  iitHiction;  aiit*.. 
eiitretited   Moses    o  [irocure  their  reconcilia- 


height  of  mountains  nor  lue  depth  of  rivers  |  tion  to  God.  ami  to  permit  them  no  longe- 
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n-STider  in  the  wilderness,  but  to  bestow  cities 
upon  tbeiii,  but  he  replied,  that  God  woiitr! 
not  admit  of  any  such  trial,  for  that  God  was 
not  moveii  to  ttiis  determination  from  any  hu- 
maa  levity  or  anger,  but  that  he  had  judici- 
ally confienined  them  to  that  punishment. 
^'o\v  we  are  not  to  disbelieve  that  Moses, 
who  was  but  a  single  person,  pacified  so  many 
ten  thousands  when  they  were  in  an^rer,  and 
converted  tnem  to  a  mildness  of  temper;  for 
God  was  wiin  him,  and  prepared  the  way  to 
his  per^^uasions  of  the  multitude;  and  as  they 
had  often  been  disobedient,  they  were  now 
sensible  that  such  disobedience  was  disadvati- 
tapeous  to  tnem,  and  that  they  had  still  there- 
by fallen  into  calamities. 

ti.  But  this  man  was  admirable  for  his  vir- 
tue, and  powerful  m  making  men  give  credit 
to  what  he  delivered,  not  only  during  the 
time  of  his  natural  lite,  but  even  there  is  still 
l:o  one  of  the  Hebrews  woo  does  not  act  even 
now  as  it  Moses  were  present,  and  ready  to 
punish  biin  if  be  snouid  do  any  thing  that  is 
indecent ;  nay,  there  is  no  one  but  is  obe- 
dient to  wnat  laws  he  ordained,  although  they 
might  be  conccalen  in  tneir  transgressions. 
There  are  also  many  other  demonstrations 
that  his  power  was  more  than  human,  for  still 
some  there  have  been,  who  have  come  from 
the  parts  beyond  Euphrates,  a  journey  of  four 
months,  through  many  dangers,  and  at  great 
expenses,  in  honour  of  our  temple;  and  yet, 
when  they  had  offered  their  oblations,  could 
not  partake  of  their  own  sacrifices,  because 
Moses  had  forbidden  it,  by  somewhat  in  the 
law  that  did  not  permit  them,  or  somewhat 
that  had  befallen  them,  which  our  ancient  cus- 


toms made  inconsistent  therewith  ;  some  ol 
these  did  not  sacrifice  at  all,  and  others  left 
their  sacrifices  in  an  imperfect  condition ;  nay, 
many  were  not  able,  even  at  first,  so  much  as 
to  enter  into  the  temple,  but  went  their  way* 
in  this  state,  as  preferring  a  submission  to  the 
laws  of  Moses  before  the  fulfilling  of  their  own 
inclinations,  even  when  they  had  no  fear  upon 
them  that  any  body  could  convict  thein,  but 
only  out  of  a  reverence  to  their  own  con- 
science. Thus  this  legislation,  which  appeared 
to  be  divine,  made  this  man  to  be  esteemed 
as  one  superior  to  bis  own  nature.  Nay,  far- 
ther, a  Uttle  before  the  beginning  of  this 
war,  when  Claudius  was  emperor  of  the  Ro- 
mans, and  Ismael  was  our  high-priest,  and 
when  so  great  a  famine*  was  come  upon  us, 
that  one  tenth  deal  [of  wheat]  was  sold  for  four 
drachmae,  and  when  no  less  than  seventy  cori 
of  flour  were  brought  into  the  temple,  at  the 
feast  of  unleavened  bread  (these  cori  are 
thirty-one  Sicilian,  but  forty-one  Athenian 
medimni),  not  one  of  the  priests  was  so  hardy 
as  to  L-at  one  crumb  of  it,  even  while  so  great 
a  distress  was  upon  the  land;  and  this  out  of 
a  dread  of  the  la\v,  and  of  that  wrath  which 
God  retains  against  acts  of  viickedness,  evei. 
when  no  one  can  accuse  the  actors.  "Whence 
we  are  not  to  wonder  at  what  was  the-n  done, 
while  to  this  verj*  day  the  writings  left  by  Mo- 
ses have  so  great  a  force,  that  even  those  that 
hate  us  do  confess,  that  he  who  established 
this  settlement  was  God,  and  that  it  was  by 
the  means  of  Moses,  and  of  his  virtue:  but 
as  to  these  matters,  let  every  one  take  them 
as  he  thinks  fit. 


BOOK  IV. 

COSTAIXISG   THE    IXTEEVAL   OF    THIBTy-EIQHT    YEAB3. 

FROM  THE   REJECTION  OF  THAT  GENERATION,  TO  THE 
DEATH   OF   MOSES. 


CHAPTER  I. 

THE  FIGHT  OP  THE  HEBREWS  WITH  THE  CA- 
XAAXITE3,  WITHOCT  THE  CONSENT  OF  MO- 
SES ;     AND    THEIR    DEFEAT. 

§  1.  Now  this  life  of  the  Hebrews  in  the 
wilderness  was  so  disagreeable  and  trouble- 
some to  them,  and  they  were  so  uneasy  at  it, 


that  although  God  had  forbidden  them  to 
meddle  with  the  Canaanites,  yet  could  they 
not  be  persuaded  to  be  obedient  to  the  words 
(if  Moses,  and  to  be  quiet ;  but  supposing 
I  hey  should  be  able  to  beat  their  enemies, 
even  without  his  approbation,  they   accused 

*  This  ^eat  femJBe  in  tbe  dnys  of  Claudius,  is  a^ain 
mentioned  in  Antiq.  b.  xx.  chap.  ii.  sect.  6  ;  and  Actt 
jd.  28. 
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fcto,  and  suspected  tbat  he  made  it  his  W 
B^8  to  keep  them  in  a  distressed  cond.twn 
rtit  thev  m^ht  always  stand  m  n«f  "f '"^ 
I'ssUt'nce.  Accordingly  they;  resovedo  fight 
wi.h  the  Canaanites.  and ja.d  that  God  ^  e 
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themselves  up  again  to  his  conduct  :/or  t^ey 
were  sensible  that,  without  h.s  care  for  them, 
their  affairs  could  not  be  in  a  good  co.uiu.on; 
and  he  caused  the  host  to  remove,  and  he  went 
.ssistance.  ^.^.-....^v--.  ,^,,  Qod  gave  farther  into  the  wilderness,  as  .ntendmg  there 
with  the  Canaanites,  and  sa.d  that  God  gave  ^^^  ^^^  ^„  ^^nmUhcm  to 

Them   his  assistance,-not  out  "f/^S^^^ta'e  ^  fight  the  Canaanites  before  ^ 
Moses's  intercessions,  but  because  he  ^"f^"^  j    °       ^  ^^^  favourable  opportunity. 
of  their  entire  nation,  on  account  ot   ineu 

?orer.thers.  whose  affairs  he  took  ""der  ^»  I  

own  conduct;  as  also,  that  ,t  was  on  account: 
of  their  own  virtue  that  he  had  formerly  pro- 
cured them  their  liberty,  and  would  be  assist- 
ing to  them,  now  they  were  wilh.^  to  UHe 
D  is  for  it.    They  also  said  U.at  they  were  pos- 
sc  "ed  of  abiUties  sufficient  for  the  cotjquest  of  1 
be     enemies,  although  Moses  ^ot|ld  have  a 
mind  to  alienate  God  from  them;   that,  how- 
ever, it  was  for  their  advantage  to  be     be  r 
own  masters,  and  not  so  far  to  rei^'ce  ■"  tl.e>r 
deliverance  fro.n  the  ind.gn.fes  they  endured 
under  the   Egyptians,  as  to  bear  t^^     >  «"J^ 
of  .Moses  over  them,  and  to  sulfer  them»elve« 


CHAPTER  IL 

THE  SEDtT.OK  OF  COKAH  AND  OF  THE  -OLTJ- 
TLDE  AliAlSST  MOSLS,  ASD  AGAINST  HIS 
BHOXHEB,  CONCERNING  THE  PKIESTUOOD. 

SI  Til  AT  which  is  usually  the  case  of  great 
iLmies,  and  especially  upon  iU  '"'^'^•^'l^ 
\  bard  to  be  pleased,  and  governed  with  dilti- 
cuUy.  did  now  befall  the  Jews  ;  for  they  be- 
iS  number  six  hundred  thousand  and  y 
'"*>  ,         __ ...in...-    not  reariilv 


:^M;s^    o:;^ii;;m,;nd  to  sutler  themseVvesn^num^^^ 

t  be  deluded,  -<».'- -"^"if^lt^    ':X^^o  their  ^vernors.  even  in  prosper.y 


^re  asthough  God  did  only  foreteU  what  con- 
cerns us  out  of  his  k.n.h,ess  to  h  n   as  .    t.^ 


were  not  all  me  poMer.L.  ^.  •- 

God  made  him  alone  the  »""""•  "*,f'*^^ 
„owled«e  we  have,  '^'^^^.^t^^^ilZ 


reason  oi  ineir  gi<=»'   •■•- -:  „„,;,„ 

suhiect  to  their  governors,  even  in  prosperity, 

thev  at  this  time  were  more  than  usually  ;U.- 

both   against    one    another  and   against 

.      .      X        ..!•  *i,„  j;.;tr<.c^  thi'v  were 


were  not  all  the  posterity  of  Abraham     that  ^  gr.^ ,   "  \^^.^^^^  „,•  ,he  .lis.ress  they  were 

*e.         ....   .,„...  .K.  anthor  ot  all   the      "'^;;^;,\^^  ;^,.,„,i,ies  they  then  endured.   Su.h 

*    ..  .  .  .  .1.  ai ,mo  »••(•  havp  not  tue 


''J:J::^  ::C;Z^<^  wemust  stiin^rn  s  -;---— -u^;:;;^,  as  we  have  not  the 
r^om  him;  t...t  it  wouh.  be  1^:!^:^^^^...,^^^  '^^^'" r^l^'l^-^tZ^ 


t  from  b  m;  that  it  woum  u^  -  , . 

denTto  oppose  his  arrogant  pretences,  and 
t:  p"  their.-onfidence  in  ^^o''' '""'•°  "^^^ 
to  Uke  possession  of  that  land  whu-h  he  had 
nrom^^ed  then,,  and  not  to  give  ear  to  h.m 
promi>eii     ^       . ^^  pretence 


H  seoition  overtouik  m^^i..,  •—  ---  --- 

Uke  example  either  among  the  Greeks  or  the 
Wrbarians.  by  which  they  were  '"  ^'-'e"^  "f 
being  all  destroyed,  but  were  notwithstand  ng 
saved  hv  Moses,  who  would  not  reme.nbe 


to  Ute  posscssiy-t  v..  _  ..         g-ved   bv   Moses,   wno   %%uu»"   ■•--  •  , -- , 

promised  ,ben,.  and  not  to  P-  !;;  J^^^  ^'^;     hi    he  had  been  almost  stoned  to  deat h  b^ 
tho,  on  this  -count  and  uiickrUiepr^;^    ^^^_^_     ^^^^  ^.  ,  ^^^  to  pre ven    tl^ 


who   on  this  accoum.  an..  ".."- "^  .      j„ 

^  .livine  authority,  forbade  them  so  to  do 
Considering,  therefore,  the  distressed  state 
«.,onsmt.ni<b.  „.,.!  .l„f  in  those  de- 


naa   oeeii  0.1.1"=.. . 

them.  Nor  did  God  neglect  to  prevent  their 
ruin;  but,  notwitbstandi,«  ,l,e  ini  .gn.t.es  the, 
'         •  _     '  .  ..    :_  1  . ..:.-!. ..«r  -jiid  till'   law, 


-tp.acesthey^ere.illtoexpe.^th.ngslt^d^^^^ 


fen  r  s  heV'^^.re  kill  to  expect  things  j  '^d  s"  th  n  by  M'ose;  he  delivered  then. 
wl'd  he  worsl.  with  them,  they  reso Ked  to  ^e  ^-d  .e  .t  the  ,^  J^^^^^^.^._^^_  ,^^^  ^^^^, 
e,ht  with_the  Canaanites    as  siibrnttn^ob    fn>  .^  ,,,  '^-^^-f  .^i"  •;; 


woulil  ne  wuim:  "..•-— -    ;,,;„„  nnlv  from  those  lerrinie  i;iii.i.u.i.i^»,  " . 

fi..ht  with  the  Canaanites,  as  »"^™"""«  °  '>  bis  providential  care,  had  been  brought  upon 

Z  God.  their  supreme  commander    and  not  his  pro^  .^.^^^      g_^  j  ^^.„  ^^^^         ^ 

:.■   ..r,,  ...Ut^iiire  from  their  legi^Ulor.  taem  uy  ,.;.,  „,ii,i„n  arose,  and  then 


ou.   LUC*,    ."f 1    ■    1     :  1  .t^r     thpin  bv  tins  seuiviu...     ^^  -  • 

waiting  fir  any  a-sistaiicefron.  their  I'-'S';!"  °  •  ,  '^^"J^^  ,,i,e„ee  this  sedition  arose,  and  then 

2.    When,  therefore,  they  had  come  to  th     ,  the  cau^e  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^j^^^^_^  ^      ,f     ^, 

resolu.ion..as  being  best   or  them       eyw    it  ,  wdl  gi.e^a^^  ^^^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  „^^^  ,^  ^„, 


St  for  them,  they  went  ,  wm  »^/«;"  ■^VtTemenU  Moses  made  for  their 
;4;j;.;i"tbeir  enemies;  but  th.«e  enemies  were    »>- "^  ,^^^,^  X,-  it  was  over. 
:fotdismayedeUherattheatack    uaf  or.t    go  ,,^^         „f      „ 


"he  Seat  -uUitude  that  made  it.  and  reeeiveu 
them  with  great  courage.  Many  of  tiie  lie- 
brews  were%lai.i;  and  the  remainder  of  the 
army 


iverninenv,  auei  1..  »»= . 

2  Corah,  a  Hebrew  of  principal  account 
both  bv  his  family  and  by  his  wealth,  one  ihat 
ra.;oable.os,.akweUando..tac     U 


orews  were  slain  ;  ami  the  '-'"■""'^"fj^;^    ".tilt  persuade  the  people  by  his  speeches,  saw 
army    upon  the  disorder  ot  their  troops,  wee    ^»"'>  P^  ;„  ^„  exceeding  great  dignity. 

^-•^O'  -^  ^«^l.^l!:.,:i.:Tr':!.»=  ;  r  ^l^^neasy  at  it,_aml  envied  1.,-,  on  Unit 


d:-;r,er  a  shamefol  — 'f  •  ! '^^:;:^r:t  k.^^ni  envj^d  him  on  that 
O  Ihei.  camp.      Whereupon  this  unexpec  en  ,  -d«-  uneasy^  ^^^,^  ^^^ 
misfortune   made   them  quite  despond,    and  1  account  v  ^  ^^^      _  „„M,.„hu-lv  cneved. 


^i:..:u;r';nade   them  ,,dte  -^^P-^  ^.^  I  ^ ^^Vin^^  M^):  -  particuh..y  g-^ved 
thev  hoped  for  nothing  that  was  g"'"' •  "J^'^;  ,  ^'"J       ^e  thought  he  better  deserved  that 
theringLm  it,  that  <- am.ction  cum     '--    |;:ruVable  post  on  account  of  h.s  great  nches 


the  wrath  of  God.  because  they  ra»hly  went  ^^_^.^^  ^^  ^.^  ^^  ^,^  ,,„.^h.      So  he 

u„t  t..  war  without  his  approbation.  ano                                 ^^^^  j^.^  ^^„„g  jbg  Le- 

3     Hut  when   Moses  saw  how  deeply    hey  ra  sed  «  ='ani       ^        ^^^^^  ^^.^^^  ,^^^ 

'■      _        ,     -.u  •!,:.- J..*-.,..*  aii.l   leinffatraid    Mtes.  wno  "eic  u.  ..  Th^t  it  was 


3  Hut  wnen  ihubc^  >»"  „„..  ---r  .  .. 
were  affected  «-ith  this  defoat,  and  being  atraid 
est  the  enemies  should  grow  insolent  upon 
this  victory,  and  should  be  desirous  of  g-aunng 
tnisviuiu.  ;.  J    l,„.,l,l  ..ttarW  them,  ht 


aised  a  c  amour  agai..=v  "■••■  -    -   = 
•tes:  who  were  of  the  same  tnbe    and  esp  - 
iallv  among  his  kindred,  sai  ing       1  hat  it  »  as 
L  sad\hing  that  they  should  overlook 
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given  the  priesthood  to  Aaron,  not  by  the 
cunuDon  suffrage  of  the  rauititude.  but  by 
bis  own  cote,  as  bestowiug  dignities  in  a 
tyrannical  way  on  whom  he  pleased."  He 
ail.'led, "  That  this  concealed  way  of  impos- 
ing on  them  was  harder  to  be  home  than  if 
it  dad  been  done  by  an  open  force  upon  them, 
because  he  did  now  not  only  take  away 
their  power  without  their  consent,  but  even 
wriile  they  were  unapprised  of  his  contri- 
vances against  them;  for  whosoever  is  con- 
scious to  himself  that  he  deserves  any  dig- 
nicy,  aims  to  get  it  by  persuasion,  and  not 
by  an  arrogant  method  of  violence ;  but 
those  that  believe  it  impossible  to  obtain 
those  honours  justly,  mane  a  show  of  good- 
ness, and  do  not  introduce  force,  but  by  cnn- 
uing  tricks  grow  wickedly  powerful:  that 
it  wag  proper  for  the  multitude  to  punish 
sui:h  men,  even  while  they  think  themselves 
c<jueealed  in  their  designs,  and  not  softer 
tliem  to  gain  strength  till  they  have  them 
fvr  their  open  enemies.  "For  what  account," 
added  he,  "  is  Moses  able  to  give,  why  he 
has  bestowed  the  priesthood  on  .\aron  and 
his  sons?  for  if  God  had  determined  to  be- 
stow that  honour  on  one  of  the  tribe  of  Levi, 
I  am  more  worthy  of  it  than  he  is;  I  myself 
being  equal  to  Aloscs  by  my  family,  and 
superior  to  him  both  in  riches  and  in  age: 
but  if  God  had  determined  to  bestow  it  on 
the  eldest  tribe,  that  of  Reuben  might 
bKvc  it  most  justly:  and  then  Dathan,  and 
Abiram,  and  [  Un,  the  son  of]  I'eleth, 
would  have  it;  for  these  are  the  oldest  men 
of  that  tribe,  and  potent  on  account  of  their 
great  wealth  also." 

^.  Now  Corah,  when  he  said  this,  had  a 
mind  to  appear  to  take  care  of  the  public 
welfare;  but  in  reality  he  was  endeavouring 
to  procure  to  have  that  dignity  transferred 
bv  the  multitude  to  himself,  ^husdid  he, 
I'Ut  of  a  malignant  design,  but  with  plausi- 
ble words,  discourse  to  those  of  his  own 
iribe;  and  when  these  words  did  gradually 
Kpread  to  more  of  ihe  people,  and  when  the 
beajere  still  added  to  what  tended  to  the 
sc^indals  that  were  cast  upon  Aaron,  the 
wi'oleanny  was  full  of  them.  Now  of  those 
that  conspired  with  Corah,  there  were  two 
hundred  and  fifty,  and  those  of  the  principal 
men  also,  who  were  eager  to  have  the 
priesthood  taken  away  from  Moses's  bro- 
V-'r.  and  to  bring  him  into  disgrace:  nay, 
ilie  multitude  themselves  were  provoked  to 
be  seditious,  and  attempted  to  stone  .Moses, 
and  gathered  themselves  together  after  an 
indecent  manner,  with  confusion  and  dis- 
ordiir.  And  now  they  all  were,  in  a  tumul- 
tuous manner,  raising  a  clamour  before  the 
tabernacle  of  God,  to  prosecute  the  tyrant, 
and  to  relieve  the  multitude  from  their 
slavery  under  hira  who,  under  colour  of  the 
divine  commands,  laid  violent  injunctions 
upon  them;  for  that  had  it  been  Gid  who 
chose  one  that  -was  to  perform  the  office  of 
a  priest,  he  would  have  raised  a  wurlhy 
serstn  te  ihKt  dignity,  and  would  not  have 


produced  such  a  one  as  was  inferior  to  maay 
others,  nor  have  given  him  that  office;  an3 
that  in  case  he  had  judged  it  tit  to  bestow 
it  on  Aaron,  he  wouid  have  permitted  it  to 
the  multitude  to  bestow  it,  and  not  have 
left  it  to  be  bestowed  by  his  own  brother. 

4.  Nowalthougb  Moses  had  a  great  while 
ago  foreseen  thu  calumny  of  Corah,  and 
had  seen  that  the  people  were  irritated,  yet 
was  he  not  afTrighted  at  it;  but  being"  of 
good  courage,  because  he  had  given  theiB 
right  advice  about  their  affairs,  and  know- 
ing that  his  brother  had  been  made  par- 
taker of  the  priesthood  at  the  command  of 
Gtid,  and  not  by  his  own  favour  to  him,  he 
came  to  the  assembly;  and,  as  for  the  mul- 
titude, he  said  not  a  word  to  them,  but  spake 
as  loud  to  Corah  as  he  could;  and  being 
very  skilful  in  making  speeches,  and  having 
this  natural  talent,  among  others,  that  he 
could  greatly  move  the  multitude  with  his 
discourses,  he  said,  "  O  Corah,  both  thou 
and  all  these  with  thee  (pointing  to  the 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men)  seem  to  be 
worthy  of  this  honour;  nor  do  1  pretend 
but  that  this  whole  company  may  be  worthy 
of  the  like  dignity,  although  they  may  not 
be  so  rich,  or  so  great  as  you  are ;  nor  have 
I  taken  and  given  this  ofiice  to  my  brother, 
because  he  excelled  others  in  riches,  for 
thou  exceedeth  us  both  in  the  greatness  of 
thy  wealth;*  nor  indeed  because  he  was  of 
an  eminent  family,  for  God.  by  giving  us 
the  same  common  ancestor,  lias  made  our 
families  equ:il ;  nay,  nor  was  it  out  of 
brotherly  afl'ection,  which  another  might 
yet  have  justly  done;  for  certainly,  unless 
I  had  bestowed  this  honour  out  of  regard 
to  God,  and  to  his  laws,  1  had  not  passed 
by  myself  and  given  it  to  another,  as  being 
nearer  of  kin  to  myself  than  to  my  brother, 
and  having  a  closer  intimacy  with  myself 
than  1  have  with  him;  for  surely  it  wuuld 
not  be  a  wise  thing  for  me  to  expose  mys«>lf 
to  the  dangers  of  offending,  and  to  bestow 
the  happy  employment  on  thisaccount  upon 
another.  But  1  am  above  such  base-  pi  ac- 
tices;  nor  would  God  have  overlooked  this 
matter,  and  seen  himself  thus  despised ;  nor 
would  he  have  sufl'ered  you  to  be  ignoriint 
of  what  you  were  to  do  in  order  to  pU'a>e 
him;  but  he  hath  himself  chosen  one  itiat 
is  to  perform  that  sacred  office  to  him,  and 
thereby  freed  us  from  that  care.  So  that 
it  was  not  a  thing  that  I  pretend  to  give, 
but  only  according  to  the  determination  ol 
God;  1  therefore  propose  it  still  to  be  e< in- 
tended for  by  such  as  please  to  put  in  l^r 
it,  only  desiring,  that  he  who  has  been  .il- 
ready  preferred,  and  has  already  obtained 
it,  may  be  allowed  now  also  to  otler  himseii 
for  a  camiidate.  He  prefers  your  peace, 
and  your  living  without  sedition,  t"^  I.'. is 
honourable  employment,  although  in  uutb 

•  Relan-t  here  ta  t-s  n  lice,  t'nt  a!lli<^'^>4''  our  tlihV^ 
?a\  liitleiip  niittiine  nt  Ihrs,.  rii-h--*  i-f  •  orati.  y^t  Ihal 
buitt  t;.r  Jrwsaml  MAboaiiiicilans,aA  well  ■»  Joavytak 
ftcc  toll  of  It. 
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it  was  with  your  approbation  ihat  he  obtained 
it;  for  though  Uod  were  the  donor,  jet  do  vve 
not  olTeiul  when  we  think  (it  to^icccpt  it  with 
}0ur  good- will;  yet  would  it  have  been  an 
insiance  of  impiety  not  to  ba%e  tiken  that  ho- 
nourabie  employment  when  he  otfered  it ;  nay, 
it  had  been  exceedingly   uiirciisonable,  when 
God  had  thought  fit  any  one  should  have  it 
for  all  time  to  come,  and  had  made  it  secure 
and  firm  to  hiin,  to  have  refused  it.      How- 
ever, he  himself  will  judge  again  who  it  shall 
lie  whom  he  would  have  to  olfer  sacrifices  to 
him,  and  to  have  the  direction  of  matters  of 
religion;  for  it  is  absurd  that  Corah,  who  is 
ambitious  of  this  honour,  should  deprive  Cod 
of  the  po  .ver  of  giving  it  to  u  bora  he  pleases. 
I'ut  an  end,  therefore,  to  your  sedition  and 
disturbance  on  this  account;  and  to-morrow 
morning  do  every  one  of  jou  that  desire  the 
priesthood  bring  a  censer  from  home,  and  come 
hither  with  incense  and  lire:  and  do  thou.  O 
Corah,  leave  the  judgment  to  God,  and  await 
to  see  on  which  side  he  will  give  his  determin- 
ation upon  this  occasion,  but  do  not  thou  make 
thyself  greater  than  God      Do  thou  also  come, 
that  this  contest  about  this  honourable  e.niploy- 
roent  may  receive  determination.     And  I  sup- 
pose we  may  admit  Aaron  without  olTence,  to 
olfer  himself  to  this  scrutiny,  since  he  is  of  the 
same  lineage  with  thyself,  and  has  done  nothing; 
in  his  priesthood  that  c-m  be  liable  to  exception. 
Come  ye  therefore   together,  and  olfer  your 
incense  in  public  before  all  the  people  ;  and 
when  you  offer  it,  be  whose  sacrifice  God  shall 
accept  shall  be  ordained  to  the  priesthood,  and 
shall  be  clear  of  the  present  calumny  on  A.iron, 
as  if  I  had  granted  him  that  favour  because 
he  was  my  brother." 
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CHAPTER  III. 


now  THOSE  THAT  STIBRED  LP  THIS  SEDITION 
WEllE  DESTUOYED,  ACCORDING  TO  THE  WILL 
OF  GOD;  AND  HOW  AAUUN,  MOSEs's  BKO- 
THEll,  BOTH  HE  AND  HIS  POSTEBIiy,  BE- 
TAINED  THE  PBIESTHOOD. 

§  1.  When  Moses  had  said  this,  the  multi- 
tude left  olf  the  turbulent  behaviour  they  had 
indulged,  and  the  suspicion  they  had  of  Mo- 
ses, and  commended  what  he  had  said;  for 
those  proposals  were  good,  and  were  so  es- 
teemed of  the  people.  At  that  time  therefore 
they  dissolved  the  assembli ;  but  on  the  next 
d.iy  they  came  to  the  conu'regatiun,  in  order 
to  he  present  at  the  sacrifice,  and  at  the  de- 
termination that  was  to  be  made  between 
the  candidates  for  the  priesthood.  Now  this 
congregation  proved  a  turbulent  one,  and 
the  niuitit'ide  were  in  great  suspense  in  ex- 
peciation  of  wliat  was  to  be  done;  for  some 
of  them  would  havu  been  [/leased  if  .Moses 
bad  been  convicted  of  evil  practices;   but  the 


wiser  sort  desired  that  they  n.ight  be  delivered 
from  the    present  disorder  and  disturbance: 
for  they  were  afraid,  that  if  this  sedition  went 
on,  the  good  order  of  their  settlement  would 
riither  be  de^troj  ed ;   but  the  whole  body  of 
the  people  do  naturally  delight  in  clau.ours 
against  their  governors,  and,  by  changing  their 
opinions  upon  ihe  harangues  of  every  speaker 
disturb  the  public  tranquillity.    And  now  Mo. 
ses  sent  messengers  for  Abitam  and  Dathan, 
and  ordered  them  to  come  to  the  assembly, 
and  wail  there  for  the  holy  odices  that   were 
to  be    perlornied.       But   they   answered   lh« 
messengers,  that  they  would  not  obey  his  s'lm- 
mons;   nay,  would  not  overlook  .Moses's  iie- 
haviour,  who  was  growing  too  great  for  thcijj 
bv  evil  practices.      Now  when  Moses  beard 
of  this  their  answer,  he  desired  the  heads  of 
the  people  to  follow  him,  and  be  went  to  the 
fiction  of  Dathan,  not  thinking  it  any  fright- 
ful thing  at  all  to  go  to  these  insolent  people; 
so  thev  made  no  opposition,  but  went  along 
with    iiim.      But  D.ithan  and  his  associates, 
when  they  understood   that    Moses  and  the 
I  piincipal  of  the  people  were  coming  to  them, 
I  came    out,    with   their    wives    and   ehiUlreii, 
and  stood  before  their  tents,  and  looked  to  see 
I  what  Moses  would  do.      They  had  also  their 
ser.ants  about  tbeni  to  defend  themselves,  in 
case  .Moses  should  use  force  against  them. 

•2.   But   he   came   near,    and   lifted   up  bi» 
hands  to  heaven,  and  cried  out  with  a  loud 
voice,  in  order  to  be  heard  by  ihe  whole  mul- 
titude, and  said,  "  0  Lord   of  the  creatures 
that  are  in  the  heaven,  in  the  earth,  and  in  the 
s.'a;   for  thou  art  the  most  authentic  witness 
to  what  I  have  done,  that  it  has  all  been  done 
b,  thy  appointment,  and  that  it  wus  thou  that 
alfordedst  us  assistance  when  we  attempted 
any  thing.and  showedst  mercy  to  the  Hebrews 
in  all  their  distresses,  do  thou  come  now,  ar.d 
hear  all  that  I  say,  for  no  action  nor  thought 
escapes  thy  knowledge;  so  that  thou  wilt  not 
disdain  to  s|)eak  what  is  true  for  my  vindica- 
tion, without  any  regard  to  the  ungralelul  im- 
putations of  these  men.      As   for   what  was 
done  before  1  wis  born,  thou  knowesl  best,  as 
not  learning  them  by  report,  but  seeing  them, 
and  being  present  with  them  when  they  were 
done;  but  for  what  has  been  done  of  late,  and 
which  these  men,  although  they  know  them 
well  enough,  unjustly  pretend  to  suspect,  be 
thou  ray   witness.      When   I  lived   a    pri.ate 
(piiet  life,   I  left  those  good  things,  which  by 
inv  own  lilligcni'e.  and  by  thy  counsel,  1  en- 
joyell   with    R.iguel   my  father-in-la.v;   and   I 
g.ive  myself  up  to  this  people,  and  underwent 
manv  miseries  on  their  account.      I  aUo  bore 
great  laboius  at  first,  in  order  to  obtain  liberty 
for  them,  and  now  in  order  to  their  [ireser- 
vation;  and  have  always  showed  mysell  ready 
to  assist  them  in  every'distressoi  theirs.  Now, 
therefore,  since  I  am  suspected  by  those  very 
men    whose  being   is   o  viiig  to    my  labours, 
come  thou,  as  it  is  reasonable  to  hope  thou 
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wilt:  thou,  I  soy,  wlio  showeilst  tue  t!i;ii  lirv 
nt  mount  Sinai;  and  ma(!e*t   me  to  hear  its 
voice,  and  to  see  the  several  wonders  whioh 
that  place  afforded  me;   thou  who  command- 
edstme  to  go  to  Ef.'ypt,  and  declare  thy  wH) 
totliispeople;  thou  whodisturbedst  the  happy 
estate  of  the  Egyptians,  and  gavcst  us  the  op- 
portunity of  flving  away  from  our  slavery  un- 
der them,  and  madest  the  dominion  of  Pha- 
raoh inferior  to  my  dominion;  thou  who  didst 
make  the  sea  dry  land  for  us,  when  we  knew 
not  whither  to  go,  and  didst  overwhelm  the 
Egyptians  with  those  destructive  waves  which 
had  been  divided  for  us;  thou  who  didst  be- 
stow upon  us  the  security  of  weapons   when 
we  were  naked ;    thou  who  didst  make  the 
fountains  that  were  corrupted  to  flow,  so  as 
to   be  fit  for  drinking,  and  didst  furnish  us 
with  water  that  came  out  of  the  rocks,  when 
we  were  in  the  greatest  want  of  it;  thou  who 
didst  preserve  our  lives  with  [quails,  which 
was]  food  from  the  sea,  when  the  fruits  of  the 
ground  failed   us ;    thou    who  didst    send   us 
such  food  from  heaven  as  had  never  been  seen 
before;    tbou  who  didst  suggest  to   us  the 
knowledge  of  thy  laws,  and  appoint  to  us  a 
form  of  government, —  come  thou,  I  say,  O 
Lord  of  the  whole  world,  and  that  as  such  a 
J.idge   and  a  Witness  to    me   as   cannot   be 
brilicd,  and  show  how  I  have  never  admitted 
of  any  gift  against  justice  from  any  of  the  He- 
brews, and  have  never  condemned  a  poor  man 
that  ought  to  have  been  acquitted,  on  account 
of  one  that  was  rich ;  and  have  never  attempted 
•o    hurt    this    commonwealth.       1    am    now 
here  present,  and  am  suspected  of  a  thing  the 
remotest  from  my  intentions,  as  if  I  had  given 
the  priesthood  to  .\aron,  not  at  thy  command, 
but  out  of  my  own  favour  to  him;  do  thou  at 
this  time  demonstrate  that  all  things  are  ad- 
ministered by  thy  providence,  and  that  no- 
thing happens  by  chance,  but  is  governed  by 
thy  will,  and  thereby  attains  its  end:  as  also 
demonstrate  th.it  thou  takest  care  of  those  that 
have  done  good  to  the  Hebrews;  demonstrate 
this,  I  sav,  by  the  punishment  of  Abiram  and 
D.ithan.  who  condemn  thee  as  an  insensible 
Being,  and  one  overcome  by  my  contrivances. 
This  H-ilt  thou  do  by  inflicting  such  an  open 
punishment  on  these  men   who  so  madly  fly 
in  the  face  of  thy  glory,  as  will  take  them  out 
of  the  world,  not  in  an  ordinary  manner,  but 
so  that  it  may  appear  they  do  not  die  after  the 
manner  of  other  men  ;  let  that  ground  which 
thev  tread  upon  open  about  them  and  con- 
sume  them,   with-  their  families  and   goods. 
This  will  be  a  demonstration  of  thy  power  to 
all  men  :   and  this  method  of  their  sufferings 
will  be  an  instruction  of  wisdom  for  those  that 
entertain    profane    s  ntiments   of   thee.      By 
this  means  I  shall  be  found  a  good  servant,  in 
the  precepts  thou  hast  given  by  me.      But  if 
the  calumnies  they  have  raised  against  me  be 
true,  mayst  thou  preserve  these   men   from 


eviTV  evil  accident,  and  'ir^gMl  th.it  deaf  mo- 
tion'on  me  which  I  have  >nipfpca*ed  "pon 
(hem.  And  when  thou  hast  int'.ic'ed  ou-^ish- 
inent  on  those  that  have  endeavour»d  to  H,al 
unjiistlv  with  this  people,  bestow  -ipo"  'hem 
concord  and  peace.  Save  this  multitude  that 
follow  thy  commandments,  and  presA-rve  them 
free  from  harm,  and  let  them  not  partake  of 
the  punishment  of  those  that  have  sinned;  for 
thou  knowest  thyself  it  is  not  just,  that  for  the 
wickedness  of  those  men  the  whole  body  of 
the  Israelites  should  suffer  pnnishment." 

3.  When  Moses  had  said  this,  with  tears  in 
bis  eyes,  the  ground  was  moved  on  a  sudden; 
and  the  agitation  that  set  it  in  motion  was  like 
that  which  the  wind  produces  in  waves  of  the 
sea.  The  people  were  all  affrighted;  and  the 
ground  that  was  about  their  tents  sunk  down 
at  the  great  noise,  with  a  terrible  sound,  and 
carried  whatsoever  was  dear  to  the  seditious 
into  itself,  who  so  entirely  perished,  that  there 
was  not  the  least  appearance  that  any  man  had 
ever  been  seen  there,  the  earth  that  had  opened 
itself  about  them,  closing  again,  and  be- 
coming entire  as  it  was  before,  insomuch  th.at 
such  as  saw  it  afterward,  did  not  perceive  that 
any  such  accident  had  happened  to  it.  Thus 
did  these  men  perish,  and  become  a  demon- 
stration of  the  power  of  God.  And  truly, 
any  ore  would  lament  them,  not  only  on  ac- 
count of  this  calamity  that  belfll  them,  which 
yet  deserves  our  commiseration,  but  also  oe- 
cause  their  kindred  were  nleasert  with  their 
sufferings;  for  they  forgot  the  relation  they 
bare  to  them,  and  at  the  s'ght  ol  this  sad  .ac- 
cident approved  of  the  judgment  given  against 
them :  and  because  they  looked  upon  the 
people  about  Uathan  as  pestilent  men.  they 
thought  they  perished  as  such,  and  did  not 
grieve  for  them. 

4.  And  now  Jloses  called  for  those  that 
contended  about  the  priesthood,  that  trial 
might  be  made  who  should  be  priest,  and  that 
he  whose  sacrifice  God  was  best  pleaseo  with 
might  be  ordained  to  that  function.  There 
attended  two  hundred  and  tilty  men,  who  in- 
deed were  honoured  by  the  oeople.  not  only 
on  account  of  the  po«  er  of  their  ancestors,  but 
also  on  account  of  their  own,  in  which  they 
excelled  the  others :  Aaron  also  and  Corah 
came  forth,  and  they  all  offered  incense,  in 
those  censers  of  theirs  which  they  brouqht 
with  them,  before  the  tabernacle.  Here- 
upon so  great  a  fire  shone  out  as  no  one  ever 
saw  in  any  that  is  made  by  the  hand  of  man, 
neither  iii  those  eruptions  out  ot  the  earth 
that  are  caused  by  subterraneous  hurmnps, 
nor  in  such  fires  as'  arise  of  their  own  accord 
in  the  woods,  when  the  asitation  is  caused  by 
the  trees  rubbing  one  against  anotner :  but 
this  fire  was  very  bright,  and  ban  a  ternJilu 
flame,  such  as  is  kindled  at  the  commana  of 
God;  by  whose  irruption  on  them,  ah  the 
company,  and  Corah  himself,  were  deslroj- 
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ed,"  and  this  so  entirely.  th;it  tbcir  very 
bodies  left  no  remains  beiiind  triem.  Amtoh 
alone  ^vas  preserved,  and  liot  at  all  hurt  hy  the 
fire,  because  it  was  God  that  sent  the  fire  to 
burn  those  only  who  ou(;ht  to  be  burned. 
Hereupon  Moses,  after  these  men  were  de- 
stroyed, wa<  desirous  that  the  memory  of  this 
i'liigment  might  be  delivered  down  to  poster- 
ity, and  that  future  ages  mi^lit  be  acquainted 
with  it ;  and  so  he  commanded  Eleazar,  the 
eon  of  Aaron,  to  put  their  censers  iiear  the 
brazen  altar,  that  they  might  be  a  memorial 
to  posterity  of  what  these  men  suffered,  for 
supposing  that  the  pouei"  of  God  nii^rht  be 
eluded.  And  thus  Aaron  was  now  no  loncTcr 
esteemed  to  have  the  priesihood  by  the  fa- 
vour of  Moses,  but  h:  the  public  iudcmenl 
of  God;  ami  thus  he  and  his  children  peace- 
ably enjoyed  the  honour  afterward. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

nUAT    HAPPENED    TO  THE  HEBREWS  DURING 
TUIBTY-KICHT  YEAUS  IN  THE  WILOEItNESS. 

§  I.  HowEVEii,  this  sedition  was  so  far  from 
ceasing  upon  this  destruction,  that  it  grew 
much  stronijer,  and  became  more  intolerable. 
And  the  occasion  of  its  growing  worse  w.is  of 
that  nature,  as  made  it  likely  the  calamity 
would  never  cease,  but  last  for  a  long  time  ; 
for  the  men,  believing  already  that  nothing  is 
done  without  the  providence  of  God,  would 
have  it  that  these  things  came  thus  to  pass, 
r.ot  without  God's  favour  to  Moses;  they 
therefore  laid  the  blame  upon  him,  that  God 
was  so  angry,  and  that  this  happened,  not  so 
much  because  of  the  wickediiess  of  those  that 
were  punished,  as  because  Moses  procured 
the  punishment;  and  that  these  men  bad  been 
destroyed  without  any  sin  of  theirs,  only  be- 
cause they  were  zealotis  about  the  divirie  wor- 
ship: as  also,  that  he  who  had  been  the  cause 
of  this  diminution  of  the  people,  by  destroy- 
i.ig  so  many  men,  and  those  the  most  excel- 
lent of  them  all,  besides  his  escaping  any  pun- 
ishment himself,  had  now  given  the  priest- 
hood to  his  brother  so  firmly,  that  nobody 
could  any  longer  dispute  it  with  him  ;  for  no 
one  else,  to  be  sure,  could  now  put  in  for  it,  I 
since  he  must  have  seen  those  that  first  did  j 
so  to  buve  miserably  perished.  Nay,  besides 
this,  the  kindred  of  those  that  were  destroyed 
made  great  entreaties  to  the  multitude  to 
abate  the  arrogance  ot"  Moses,  because  it  would 
be  safest  for  them  so  to  do. 

2.   Now    Closes,   upon    his    hearing    for   a 

•   tc  appears  titfre.  and  frnm  The  Samaritan  Pentateuch, 
and  in  etfert.  from  the  l*sdlmi>t,  an  als-'  from  the  Apo^-  i 
tulical  Consfilutionn.  from  t  leiiienl's  first  ej-istle  To  the  i 
Corinthians,  from  Isnatiiis*ii  epistle  to  tlie    MiiUnesiatis.  ] 
bdJ  from   Kimehlus.  that  (?inan  was  not  swallowe.)  up 
with  the  Keuhen'tes.  but  burneti  with  the  invites  of  bis 
nwn  tribe.     See  £a.«ay  on  the  04  Testameot,  p.  t>l,  6^ 


gtMy^  while  that  the  people  we.'c  *umnHuous, 
wa*  afraid  that  they  would  attempt  sonje 
otner  innovation,  and  that  some  preacand  sad 
eaiaii.ity  would  be  the  conseaiienee.  He 
ca'.led  the  multitude  to  a  ontTegation,  and 
pmently  heard  what  apoloiiy  tney  had  to 
make  for  thetnselves,  witDout  opposing  them, 
am.  this  lest  he  should  iinbittcr  the  multi- 
tude: he  only  desired  tje  heaas  oi  the  tribe 
to  bring  their  rods,!'  with  the  names  of  their 
tribes  inscribed  upon  them,  and  that  he  should 
receive  the  priestb.ood  in  wuose  rod  God  should 
give  a  sign.  'I'his  was  agreed  to.  So  the 
rest  brought  their  rods,  as  did  Aaron  also, 
who  had  written  the  tnbe  oi'  Levi  on  bis  rod. 
Tnese  lul.-  jlnse^  la''!  ui>  in  ttie  tabernacle  of 
God.  On  the  next  day  he  brought  out  the 
rods,  whiih  were  known  from  one  another  by 
those  who  brought  them,  they  having  dis- 
tinctly noti'd  them,  as  fc;id  the  multitude  also; 
ar.a  as  to  the  rest,  in  the  same  form  Moses 
had  received  them,  in  that  they  saw  them 
still ;  but  they  also  saw  buds  and  branches 
grown  out  of  Aaron's  rod,  with  ripe  fruits 
upon  thcni :  they  were  almonds,  the  rod  hav- 
ing been  cut  cut  of  th.it  tree,  'i'hc  people 
were  so  amazed  at  this  &tran..^'e  sicht,  that 
though  -Moses  anu  Aaron  were  beloie  tinder 
some  degree  or  nacred,  they  now  laid  that 
hatred  at.ide,  and  .legan  to  auiinre  tho  j.i'ig- 
ment  of  God  concerning  them  ;  so  tl.at  here- 
after they  applauded  <\  uav  Ood  h.id  decieed, 
and  pennitieii  Aaron  to  ei'.joy  ilie  priesthood 
peacea'.ily.  And  t'uus  God  oidaiiied  him 
priest  three  stverai  times,  u.id  ho  retained 
that  honour  without  fariiier  distuioance.  And 
hereby  this  scdif;oii  o(  the  lic'ni'ews,  which 
had  been  a  grc;it  one,  a.nd  h:»d  lasted  a  great 
while,  was  at  las*,  composetl. 

:i.  And  now  Mose:*,  because  t'ue  tribe  of 
LeiH  was  m.ide  free  from  w.ir  and  warlike 
expeditions,  and  was  set  apart  lor  the  divine 
worship,  lest  they  shoidii  want  aiiU  seek  after 
the  necessaries  of  life,  and  so  neglect  the 
temple,  commanded  lue  Hebrews,  acoordi.'.g 
to  the  will  of  God,  that  wnen  they  should 
gain  the  possession  of  the  iaiid  of  Canitai., 
they  should  assign  forty-eiglit  guod  and  fair 
cities  to  the  Levitcs;  and  pei'ini':  them  to  en- 
joy their  suburbs,  as  far  as  the  limit  of  tvvo 
tnousand  cubits  would  extend  iVoin  the  walls 
of  the  city.  .And  besid,'-  tliis,  he  appointed 
that  the  people  should  |mv  the  til  he  of  their 
annual  fruits  of  the  earth,  bota  to  the  Levites 
and  to  the  priests.  A.id  this  is  what  that 
tribe  receives  of  the  multituiit;  but  I  think 
it  necessary  to  set  domi  what  is  paid  by  all, 
peculiarly  to  the  priests. 

4.  Accordingly  he  commanded  ihi  Levites 
to  yield  up^o  the  priests  thirteen  of  their 
forty-eight  cities,  and  to  set  apart  lor  them 

+  Concernine  these  twelve  rods  of  the  twelve  trilin 
o.'  Isr:«el,  see  St.  Clement's  account,  cidch  iaitC-r  IkaQ 
that  in  our  Uibles.  t  Kpisl.  sect.  4.5;  as  is  Josepbua'a piv 
sent  account  in  some  nie£..ure  larger  alsn. 
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the  tentb  part  of  the  tithes  which  they  pver\ 
year  recei\  e  of  the  peo[ile ;  as  ul&o,  lliiit  it  w;i> 
but  just  to  otfer  to  Uod  the  tirst-truit-  ol  lli. 
entire  pioduct  of  the  {.'rouiid;  and  tlwt  ibij 
should  utfer  ihe  l^rst-born  of  those  four-foutcil 
be»sts  that  are  a|i|ioiiitud  for  sairiliies.  il  it  l;t 
a  male,  to  the  priests,  to  le  slain,  that  ihcj 
and  their  entire  families  may  cat  them  in  the 
holy  city;  bin  thsit  the  owners  of  those  first- 
burn  which  ,i  liut  appointed  for  sacrifices  in 
the  laws  of  ^-r  country,  should  bring  •'  sbckcl 
and  a  half  in  their  stead:  but  for  the  lirst- 
born  of  a  man,  live  shekels:  that  they  should 
also  have  the  tirst-fruits  out  of  the  shearing 
of  the  sheep;  and  that  when  any  baked 
bread-corn,  and  made  loaves  of  it,  they  should 
give  somewhat  of  what  they  had  baked  to 
them.  Moreover,  when  any  have  made  a  sa- 
cred vow,  1  mean  tho;e  that  are  eallcil  i\aza- 
rites,  that  suffer  their  hair  to  prow  long,  and 
use  no  wine,  when  they  consecrate  their  hair," 
and  offer  it  for  a  sacrifice,  they  are  to  allot 
that  hair  for  the  priests  [to  be  thrown  into  the 
fire].  Such  also  as  dedicate  themselves  to 
God,  as  a  corhan,  which  denotes  what  the 
Greeks  call  a  gift,  when  they  are  desirous  of 
being  freed  from  that  ministration,  are  to  lay 
down  money  for  the  priest";  thirty  shekels  if 
it  be  a  woman,  and  fifty  if  it  be  a  man  ;  but 
if  any  be  too  poor  to  pay  the  appointed  sum. 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  priests  to  determine 
that  sum  as  they  think  Jit.  And  if  any  slay 
beasts  at  home  for  a  private  festival,  but  not  for 
a  religious  one,  they  are  obliged  to  bring  the 
maw  and  the  cheek  [or  breast],  and  the  right 
shoulder  i.f  the  sacrifice, to  the  priests.  With 
these  Moses  contrived  that  the  priests  should 
be  plentifully  maintained,  besides  what  they 
bad  out  of  those  offerings  for  sins,  which  the 
people  gave  them,  as  I  have  set  it  down  in 
the  foregoing  book.  He  also  ordered,  that 
out  of  every  thing  allotted  for  the  priests, 
their  servants,  [their  sons,]  their  daughters, 
and  their  wives,  should  partake,  as  well  as 
themselves,  excepting  what  came  to  them  out 
of  the  sacrifices  that  were  offered  for  sins; 
for  of  those  none  but  the  males  of  the  family 
cf  the  priests  might  eat,  and  this  in  the  temple 
also,  and  that  the  same  day  they  were  offered. 
5.  When  -Moses  had  made  these  constitu- 
tions, after  the  sedition  was  over,  he  removed, 
together  with  the  whole  army,  and  came  to 
the  borders  of  Idumea.  He  then  sent  am- 
bassadors to  the  king  of  the  Idumeans,  and 
desired  him  to  give  him  a  passage  through  his 
country;  and  agreed  to  send  him  what  hos- 
t.igcs  lie  should  desire,  to  secure  him  from  an 
injury.  He  desired  him  also,  that  he  would 
allow  his  army  liiierty  to  buy  provisions;  and 
if  he  insisted  upon  it.  be  would  pay  rlown  a 
price  tor  the  very  water  they  ^(bnld  drink. 
Bet  the  king  was  not  pleased  with  this  auibas- 

•  Gron'ns.  on  Numti.  ri.  18.  tikM  notice  that  111** 
Offeks  ulso.  as  well  u^  the  Jr-\*.  SUDlftluM-s  coltseci.iteil 
tb«  hair  of  their  heatts  lu  the  guds. 


sage  from  Most;»:  nor  did  he  allow  a  passajf* 
lor  the  army,  but  broi.gbt  hi?  people  armed  to 
meet  .Moses,  auu  to  bmiJer  theiu,  hi  case  thev 
should  endeavour  to  lorce  their  passai,c.  Up. 
on  which  .Mo^es  consulted  GoU  by  t je  o.ad*, 
who  would  not  have  h:m  begin  the  war  first, 
ai:d  so  be  withdrew  bis  foices,  and  travelled 
round  about  through  the  wilderness. 

G.  Then  it  was  thai  ?.liria.n,  the  sister  of 
Moses,  came  to  her  end,  having  completed  her 
loriielh  ye.irf  since  she  lelt  Ejjypt,  on  iLe  first 
day  J  ot'lbe  lunar  month  Xauihicns.  They 
then  m;ide  a  public  luueral  for  her,  at  u  great 
e)»|)ense.  She  was  buried  upon  a  certain 
mountain,  which  they  call  Sin;  and  when  they 
b.ul  mourned  for  her  thirty  days,  Moses  puri- 
fied the  people  filter  this  manner:  lie  ur0Uj;ht 
a  heiter  that  had  never  been  used  to  the  plough 
or  to  husbandry,  that  was  complete  in  all  its 
parts,  and  entirely  of  a  red  colour,  at  a  little 
liistanie  from  the  camp,  into  a  place  perfectly 
clean.  This  heifer  was  slain  by  the  higb-priest, 
and  her  blood  sprinkled  with  his  finger  seven 
times  before  the  tabernacle  of  God;  atter  this, 
the  entire  heiter  was  burnt  in  that  state,  to- 
gether with  its  skin  and  entrails;  and  they 
threw  ccdar-wooil,  and  hyssop,  end  scarlet 
wool,  into  the  midst  of  the  fire;  then  a  clenv 
man  gathered  all  her  ashes  together,  and  laid 
them  in  a  place  perfectly  clean.  When  there- 
fore any  persons  were  defileil  by  a  dead  bmly, 
they  put  a  little  of  these  ashes  into  spiing 
water,  with  hyssop,  and,  (Ii|)piiig  part  of  these 
ashes  in  it,  they  sprinkled  their,  with  it,  both 
on  the  third  day,  and  on  the  seventh,  and  af- 
ter that  they  were  clean.  This  he  enjoined 
thiin  to  do  also  when  the  tribes  should  coine 
into  their  own  land. 

7.  Now  when  this  purification,  which  their 
leader  made  upon  the  morning  for  his  sister, 
as  it,  has  been  now  described,  was  over,  he 
caused  the  army  to  remove  and  to  march 
through  the  wilderness  and  through  Arabia; 
and  when  be  came  to  a  place  which  the  Ara- 
bians esteem  their  metropolis,  which  was  lor- 
merly  called  .^rct,  but  has  now  the  name  of 
J'elra,  at  this  place,  which  was  encompassed 
with  iiigh  mountains,  Aaron  went  up  one  of 
them  in  the  sight  of  the  whole  army,  Moses 
having  before  told  him  that  he  was  to  die,  for 
this  place  was  over  against  tbem.  He  put  off 
his  pontifical  garments,  and  delivered  them  to 
Eleazar  his  son,  to  whom  the  high-priesthood 
belonged,  because  he  was  the  elder  brother; 
and  died  while  the  multitude  looked  upon 
hira.     lie  died  in  the  same  year  wherein  he 


+  .lo^ephti^  here  uses  ihis  phrase  "when  the  fortieth  year 
wusrtmiiJh'leri,"  tor  when  u  w.ishecun;  as  does  St.  l.uke, 
■•  when  i;ie  day  ol  l*enleC4»st  was  coioptetcd.'"  Acts  ii    1. 

;  tVhetar  Miriaro  d  ed,  as  Jo^ephu^'s  Greeil  eopies 
imp  y,  t.n  the  liisl  da>  of  the  iiioiuli.  may  be  doohled, 
hrcailse  the  l-alin  ropies  say  il  was  on  the  leiuh.  and  so 
sa\  Ihe  .ftrwish  raleiid.ir.«  alM>.  as  Dr.  tjtrnard  .tssnres  us. 
1 1*1.1  .said  her  scpolehic  is  still  extant  ne.ir  Petia,  the  old 
i-api.a.  i-it.,  "I  AraSia  Tetraia,  a;  thi^  da)  ;  a>  also  tlittot 
Aaion,  nut  f^r  uS. 
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1.      1-      J     jin.,^-.   en  tlipv  rould  not  sustain  the  first  onset, 


twenty  and  three  years.  He  died  c.  tlie 
fir«t  <Uiv  of  that  lunar  month  whn-b  is  raUcd 
t>v  the'\il'enians  llcrnliimhieon,  by  the  INiaec- 
dwiians  /.o«s,  but  by  the  Hebrews  Abba. 


CHAPTER  V. 


nor  hear  up  atcainst  the  H.-hrexvs,  but  fied 
awav,  as  thinking  this  wouhl  atTord  tnein  a 
more  lil<elv  wav  lor  their  esc:ipe  that.  hb"-l>"»r: 
lor  thev  depended  upon  their  ntie?,  «hich 
were  sirong.  from  «hi.h  yc-t  they  reaped  no 
advantage  when  they  were  foree.i  to  fly  to 
them;  for  as  soon  a.  the  Hel.rew,  saw.them 
ci  vine  ground,  ibev  immediately  pursued  thein 
close;  and  «hen  thev  had  broken  their  ranks. 

OV  TME  AMOK.TES,  AND  .,ESTUOTi:0  T"MU     b      ke    ^![     ^'^-J  ^'^^/J^;;  .J  U.eulbri.kl,, 

>v,.oLE  AKMV,  AN..  T..KN   o.v.Dico  ■'''''''  1.^    I.elv  DC     -ve^^^^^  in  the  b.bours  they 

OF  THE  HEBiiEWS.  ,  .^^  ^,.,„^i„^,^  ^,„,  ..^rv  dexterous  in  throwing  of 

5    ,.   T„E  people  mourned  (.rAarorithirt.-    darts  ^ra,.^.^ 

davs,  and  when  this  mourtung  was  over.  Mo-    ^^^^   '»;'"'''    "'l.^  '^n  thev  overtook  their 

-rr^^ri^^Anir^wCi^'^i^.-:^^^^^ 


of   the    mountains    of    Arabia,    and    running 

throu-h  all  that  wilderness,  fnlls  into  the  lake 

A-phaliilis,  and  becomus  the  lunit  between  the 

land   of  the    Moabites   and    the   land   of  the 

A.noritcs.      This  land  is   fruitful,   and   sulTi- 

oicut  to  maintain  a  great    number    of   men, 

with    the   poorl   things   it    prodm-es.      Moses 

therefore  sent  messengers  to  Sibon,  lb.-  king 

of  this  countrv.  desiring  that  he  would  grant 

bis  army  a  passage,   upon   what    security  be 

should  please  to  require;  he  promised  that  he 

.hould  be  no  wav  injureil,  neither  as  to  that 

country  which  Sibon  governed,  nor  as  to  its 

iiih,.bitants;  and  that  he  would  buy  his  provi. 

tions  at  such  a  prhe  as  should  be  lo  then-  ad 

vantage,  even  though  he  sh.iuld  desire  to  sell 

the.n'their  very  water.    Stit  Sihon  refused  bis 

offer,  and  put  bis  arinv  into   battle  arrav,  and 

was  prep^iring  every  thing  in  order  to  -hinder 

their  passing  over  Anion. 

2.  When  Moses  saw  that  the  Ainonte  king 
.vas  disposed  to  enter  upon  hostiUties  wub 
theui,  he  thought  he  ought  not  to  beir  that 
insult;  air!,  determining  tn  wean  the  Hebre  .vs 
froii  their  indolent  teinp.-r,  and  prevent  the 
disorders  which  arose  tlience,  which  had  been 
the  occasion  of  their  former  sedition  (nor  i' 


enemies;  aim  iwi  mw^^  , -  ,     .    l 

ami  could  not  be  overtaken,  they  reached  them 
by  their  slings  and  their  bows,  so  that  many 
were  -lain;  and  tho«e  ;hit  escaped  the  slaugh- 
ter were  sorely  w.ninded,  and  these  were  more 
distressed  with  tbir,t  than  with  any  of  those 
that  fought  against  them,  for  it  was  the  sum- 
mer season;  and  when  the  gre.test  number  of 
them  w.  re  brought  down  to  the  river  out  of  a 
de-ire  to  drink,  as  also  when  others  Hed  away 
In  troops,  the  Helircws  came  round  theni,  and 
siiot  at  Ihem ;  so  that,  what  withdarts  and  what 
with  arrows,  they  marie  a  slaughter  of  them 
all      Sihon  their  king  was  also  sl.un.     So  the 
Hebrews  spoiled  the  dead  bodies,   nnd  took 
their  prey.      The  land  also  which  they  look 
was  full  of  abundance  of  fruits,  and  the  Mriny 
went  all  over  it  without  fear,  and  fed  their 
cattle  upon  it;  and  tl.ev  took  the  enemies  pri- 
soners, for  the*  could  no  way   put  a  stop  to 
them,  since  all  the  lighting  men  were  destroy, 
ed.    Such  Nvas  the  ilestrnctioii  which  overtoo,< 
the  Amorites.  who  were  neither  sagacious  in 
counsel,  nor  courageous  in  action.     Hereupon 
the   Hebrews  took   possession  of  their  land, 
which  is  a  countrv  situate  bet  ween  threen  vers, 
and  naturally  resembling  an  island;   the  river 
Arnou  being'its  southern  limit;   the  river  .lab- 
l)ok    determining    its    noithern    side,    which. 


deed  were  they  now  thoroughly  e.usj-  .„   their  |  '•"■;";';;;;  j„;,,,„--,.,,;,  it,  „w„  name,  and 


done  and  God  also  promised  hiin  the  victory 
lie  was  himself  vcrv  courageous,  and  ready  to 
proceed  to  lighting.      Accordingly   he  encou- 
rat-ed  the   soldiers;    and  he  desired  of  them 
that  they  would  take  the  pleasure  of  lighting, 
iioiv  God  gave  them  leave  so  to  do.     They 
then    upon    the    receipt  of   this    permission, 
which  thev  so  much  longed  for,  put  on  their 
whole  armour,  and  set  about  the  work  with- 
out delay.      But  the   Amorite  king  was  not 
now  like  to  himself  when  the  Hebrews  were 
ready  to  attack  him;   but  both  he  himself  was 
airnghted    at    the    Hebrews,   and    his    army, 
which  hclorc  hud  showed  themselves  to  be  of 
good  courage,  were  thtm  found  to  be  tiiu-  r 


by  it.  '  n  its  western  coast. 

3  When  matters  were  come  to  this  state, 
Og  the  king  of  Gilead  and  Gaulaiiitis.  fell 
upon  the  Israelites.  He  brought  an  army  with 
him,  and  came  in  basic  to  the  assistance  of  his 
friend  Sihon;  but  thougli  he  found  him  al- 
ready shun,  vet  did  he  resolve  still  to  come 
and  'light  the  Hebrews,  supposing  be  shoulil 
be  too  hard  for  them,  and  being  desirous  to 
try  their  valour;  but  failing  of  his  hope  he 
was  both  himself  slain  iu  the  battle,  and  all 
his  army  was  destroyed.  So  Moses  passed 
over  the  river  Jabbok,  and  overran  the  king- 
dom of  Og.  He  overthew  their  cities  and 
.  c.v  all  tiic.r  vab.ibitants.  who  j et  exeeedea u> 


no 
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riolies  all  the  men  in  that  part  of  the  conti- 
Hciiv,  oil  bcoount  of  the  goodness  of  the  soil. 
Mid  the  great  quantity  of  tbcir  wealth.  Now 
Og"  hrtil  very  few  equals,  either  in  the  large- 
ness of  ijis  body  or  hand  some  ne;?3  of  his 
nfipeat.iiice.  He  was  alsu  a  man  of  great 
uctivit\  in  the  use  of  h\>  liands,  so  that  bis 
ucliuus  were  not  unequal  to  the  vast  largeness 
iuid  haiidftuinc  appearance  of  hia  bo<iy;  and 
tjien  could  easily  guess  at  his  slrenj^th  and 
inagnituue  when  thev  took  bis  bed  at  Uabbath, 
the  royai  cityof  the  Annnonttes;  itsstructure 
\^s  of  irun,  its  breadth  four  cubits,  and  its 
length  a  cubit  more  than  double  thereto. 
However,  bis  lall  did  not  only  improve  the 
circumstances  of  the  iltbiewsfor  the  present, 
but  by  bis  death  he  was  the  occasion  of  fur- 
ther good  success  to  tbeni;  for  tuey  presently 
took  tho^u  sixty  riiies  v\hicb  were  encom- 
passed U'llb  excellent  walls,  and  bad  been 
i»uuject  to  mm;  and  ail  got  uotu  in  general 
Hm\  111  itarticular  a  great  prey. 


CdAi  l£.R   Vi. 

CONCERNING  bAi.AAM  lliK  rKOIMlLl',  AND 
\VH\T    KIND  OF  MAN   UK    \V4S. 

^  I.  wow  Xioses.  when  ne  had  brought  his 
annv  to  Jornan.  pitmed  nis  ramn  in  t)ie  great 
pjaii.  over  a^'ainsi  Jencno.  J  nis  city  is  a  very 
happy  situation,  anu  verv  fit  for  producing 
palm-tree!:<  ana  oaisam;  and  now  the  Israel- 
ites Degan  to  be  very  proud  of  themselves,  and 
were  very  eager  lor  h^'htuic.  Moses  then, 
atter  he  had  oil  :red  for  a  few  days  sacrifices 
of  tbanks;:iving  to  God,  and  feasted  the  peo- 
ple, sent  a  party  of  aimed  men  to  lay  waste 
the  countiy  ot  the  Alidianites.  and  to  take 
their  cities.  Now  the  occasion  which  butook 
fur  making  war  upon  toeni  woa  this  that  fol- 
lows; — 

2.  ^^  hen  Halak,  the  king  of  the  Moabites, 
who  had  trom  bis  ancestors  a  friendship  and 
lea^'ue  with  the  Mimanite>,  shvv  how  great 
the  l>raeiites  were  *rro;vn,  be  was  nuich  af- 
frighted on  arcounl  oi  his  own  and  his  king- 
dom s  dancer;  for  he  was  not  acquainted 
with  tiii<,  iiiai  the  Hebrews  would  not  meddle 
With  any  otner  country,  but  were  to  he  cwi- 
tcnred  witn  the  possession  of  the  land  of  Ca- 
naan. Uod  having  forbidden  them  to  go  aiiv 
farther.*  So  be,  with  more  haste  than  wis- 
dom, resolved  to  make  an  attempt  upon  tbein 

•  M'tiHi  Jobi-pltus  hire  remarks  is  wei!  wortli  nnr  re- 
m.irl  ill  tlii,  (il-^i'f  jUo,  \\z,  Tliat  thtr  Isr;u  Uv «  wirt- 
n^r»r  lo  rre<Hle  with  1h*  Monbites  or  Amniniiit»-s.  or 
•  ny  oUicr  pi^'o^le.  t>ut  tlioat-  brlDiicint;  lu  tlic  \\vt\  or 
('jii|;):iil-  unj  li:f  (.()Ulltiir>  ofSilion  anil  Ot:  beynntl  Jor- 
rt.ifi.  rs  f.ir  Q-  liif  lU-sftl  and  Eupiimlt-s;  and  tlial  ilierc 
ibre  no  ntlier  pcnj.lr  hi.tl  rfaMin  to  t"**ar  llip  c-ni)<)iifsi>  ni 
itit  (»iMt-li:«-s.  Uui  ihit!  rtoM-  coiiniri**s  z'^r-ti  them  l>\ 
Gn'i  f't.'r  Ui  II  jTni-t-r  mikI  ["inliar  inirtn  n  i.iunt:  i,.. 
DatH  r»;  in  t  iii:tl  a  1  ulinrinit-  -Mntr*-^  li.  »li%py.s4e!.s  Itu-j.: 
Dl£lit  viLT  '■(■  j'-i>ii\  iii:sU<iyi-d  li>  lUcia. 


by  words:  but  he  did  not  judge  it  prudei<t  to 
fight  against  them,  after  they  had  such  itos- 
perous  successes,  and  even  became  out  of  iU 
successes  more  happy  than  before;  but  he 
thought  to  binder  them,  if  he  could,  *rom 
growing  greater,  and  so  he  resolved  to  send 
aniba-^siidors  to  the  Midianitcs  aliout  fiein. 
Now  tliese  Midianitcs  ktiowing  there  was  one 
Balaam,  who  lived  by  Euphrates,  anil  was  the 
greatest  of  the  prophets  at  that  time,  and  one 
that  was  in  friendship  with  them,  sent  some 
of  their  honourable  princes  along  with  the 
ambassadors  of  lial.tk,  to  entreat  the  prophet 
to  come  to  them  that  he  might  imprecate 
curses  to  the  destruction  of  the  Israelites.  So 
Balaam  received  the  ambassadors,  and  treated 
them  very  kindl\  ;  and  when  he  had  supped, 
he  inquired  what  was  God's  will,  aiul  what 
this  matter  was  for  which  the  Midianites  en- 
treated him  to  come  to  them.  But  when  God 
opposed  his  going,  be  came  to  tiie  ambassa- 
dors, and  told  them  that  he  was  himself  very 
willing  and  desirous  to  comjily  with  their  re- 
quest, but  informed  them  that  God  was  oppo- 
site to  his  intentions,  even  that  God  who  had 
raised  him  to  great  reputation  on  account  of 
the  truth  of  his  predictions;  for  that  this  army, 
which  they  entreated  him  to  come  and  curse, 
I  was  in  the  favour  of  God;  on  which  account 
L  he  advised  them  to  go  home  again,  and  not 
to  persist  in  their  enmity  against  the  Israelites: 
I  and  when  he  had  given  them  that  answer,  he 
dismissed  the  ambassadors. 

•i.  Now  the  .Alidianites,  at  the  earnest  re- 
quest and  fervent  entreaties  of  Balak,  sent 
ottier  ambassadors  to  Balaam,  who,  desiring 
to  gratify  the  men,  inquired  again  of  God, 
but  he  was  displeased  at  this  [second]  trial, f 
and  bid  him  by  no  means  to  contradict  the 
ambassadors  Now  Balaam  did  not  imagine 
that  God  gave  this  injunction  in  order  to  de- 
ceive him,  so  he  went  along  with  the  ambas- 
sadors; but  when  the  divine  angel  met  him 
in  the  way,  when  he  was  in  a  narrow  passage, 
and  hedged  in  widi  a  wall  on  both  sides,  the 
ass  on  which  Bahiam  rode  understood  that  it 

+  Not'^,  th.-^l  Josephus  never  supposes  Balaam  to  he 
an  idolater. /juF  to  seek  idolatrous  em-hantmenis.  or  to 
prophesy  lalt««ly,  but  to  be  iiu  ullier  than  »d  ill-di:'posed 
proj.-hft  of  lilt-  *rue  Cioil;  ami  inliniatts  tliat  God's  an- 
swer the  81'rond  lime,  permitting  him  to  gn.  was  ironi- 
cal, and  on  dt-sign  that  he  ^llollId  be  deceive*!  {which 
sort  ol  dt-ceptiou,  by  way  ol  punishment  for  former 
r rimes,  Josfphus  nevir  scruples  to  itdmit.  ^s  ever 
esteeming  such  wicked  men  justly  and  prnvidentully 
deceiTodf.  But  peihaps  we  had  better  keep  heie  rlos« 
to  the  text,  which  says  (Numb,  xxiii.  20.  21,)  that  (iod 
only  permitted  Balaam  to  go  along  willi  ihe  arohassa- 
dora,  in  case  tliey  rame  and  Called  him,  or  positively 
insisted  on  his  goim;  along  with  them  on  any  terms; 
whereas  Bahiam  set-ins  nut  ol  iiupaiienre  to  have  nsen 
up  in  tlie  morning,  and  saddled  his  ass.  and  rather  to 
have  called  lliem.  ihan  ^tatd  for  their  calling  Ininj  so 
zealous  doi-s  be  seem  to  have  been  lor  his  reward  lor  di 
Tinaiion.  bis  wages  of  unrighteousness  {Nunih  xxii.  7, 
17,  is,  37:  'J  IVt.  li.  15;  Jilde  v.  11);  which  rewaid  of 
wag^R  ti'»*  triily  religious  prophets  ot  (iod  never  reqiiinrd 
nor  arn  pled,  as  our  Joseplius  jiislly  takes  notice  in 
Ihe  cases  .-f  SMiunel.  Antiq.  *>,  v  cU^p.  \v.  sett.  I,  and 
D.toiel.  Ahtir).  b  X  elinp.  %i.  -we'.  3.  See  also  Lett. 
XIV.  •£;.,  ZJ;  'i  K  ioCs  V.   to,  lij,  *U,  x7     Acls  7iu.   l<^— H 
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was  a  divine  «pi<it  that  met  him,  and  thrust 
biilaam  to  one  of  the  walls,  without  regard 
to   the   stripes  which  Balaam,  when  he  was 
hurt  by  tlie  wall,  gave  htr;  but  when  the  ass, 
upon  the  angel's  continuing  to  distress  her, 
and  upon  the  stripes  which  were  given  her, 
fell  down,  by  the  will  of  God  she  made  use 
of  the  voice  of  a  man,  and  complained  of  Ba- 
laam as  acting  unjustly  to  her;  that  whereas 
he  had  no  fault  to  fiiui  with  her  in  her  former 
service  to  him,  he  now  inflicted  stripes  upon 
her,  as  not  understanding  that  she  was  hin- 
dered from  serving  him  in  what  he   was  now 
going  about,  by  the  pfovidence  of  God.     And 
when  he  was  disturbed  by  reason  of  the  voice 
of  the  ass,  which  was  that  of  a  man,  the  an- 
gel plainly  appeared  to  him,  and  blamed  him 
for  the  stripes  he  had  given  his  ass;  and  in- 
formed him  that  the  brute  creature  was  not 
in  fault,  but  that  he  was  himself  come  to  ob- 
struct his  journey,  as  being  contrary  to  the 
will    of   God.       Upon    which    Baliiam     was 
afraid,    and    was    preparing    to    return    back 
again:   yet  did  God  excite  bim  to  go  on  his 
intended  journcv,  hut  added  this  injunction, 
thiit  he  should  declare  nothing  but  what  he 
himself  should  suggest  to  his  mind. 

4.   When  God  had  given  him  this  charge, 
he  came  to  Balak ;    and  when  the  king  had 
entertained  him  in  a  magnificent  manner,  he 
desired  him  to  go  to  one  of  the  mountains  to 
take  a  view  of  the  state  of  the  camp  of  the 
Hebrews.       Balak  himself  also  catne  to  the 
mountain,   and    brought    the    prophet    along 
with   him,   with   a    royal    attendance.      This 
mountain  lay  over  their  heads,  and  was  dis. 
tant   sixty   furiongs    from   the  cunp.       Now 
when  he  saw  them,  he  desired  the  king  to 
builil  him  seven  altars,  and  to  bring  him  as 
many  bulls  and  rams;    to  which   desire   the 
king  did   presently  conform.      He  then  slew 
the  sacrifices,  and  offered  them  as  burnt-oifer- 
ings,   that  he  might   observe   some  signal  of 
the  flight  of  the  Hebrews.      Then   said   he, 
"  Happy  is  this  people,  on   whom   God  be- 
stows  the    possession    of   innumerable  good 
things,  and  grants  them  his  own  providence 
to  be  their  assistant  and  their  guide;    so  that 
there  is  not  any  nation  among  mankind  but 
ynn  will  be  esteemed  superior  to  them  in  vir- 
tue, and   in  the   earnest   prosecution  of  the 
l>e-t  rules  of   life,   and  of  such  as  are  pure 
frocn  wickedness,  and   will  leave  those  rules 
to  your  excellent  children,  and  this  out  of  the 
regard  that  God  bears  to  you,  and  the  provi- 
kioii  of  such  things  for  you  as   may    render 
vou  happier  than  any  other  people  under  the 
sun.      You  shall  retain  that  land  to  which  he 
hath  sent  you.  and  it  shall  ever  be  under  the 
.■.iininand  of  your  children ;   and  both  all   the 
earth,  as  well  as  the  sea,  shall  be  filled  with 
your    glory  :    and    you    shall    be    sullicicntly 
nuniertnis  to  supply  the  worlil  in  general,  and 
every  region  of  it  in  partifviUir,  with  inh.ibi- 
tauti  out  of  your  sti>ck.     However.  O  ble»sed 


army  1  wonder  that  you  are  become  so  many 
from  one  father:  and  truly,  the  land  of  Ca- 
naan can  now  hold  you,  as  beine  vet  con.na- 
ratively  few;  hut  know  ye  that  the  whoie  w  orld 
is  proposed  to  be  your  place  of  nanitation  lor 
ever.  The  multitude  of  your  posterity  a.so 
shall  live  as  well  in  the  islands  as  on  the  con- 
tinent, and  that  more  in  number  than  arc  the 
stars  of  heaven.  And  when  you  are  Deeoir.e 
so  many,  God  will  not  relinquish  toe  care  o! 
you,  but  will  afford  you  an  abundance  ol  all 
good  things  in  times  of  peace,  with  victory 
and  dominion  in  times  of  war.  May  the  chil- 
dren of  your  enemies  have  an  inclination  to 
fight  ag;'iinst  you,  and  mav  they  be  so  hardy 
as  to  come  to  arms,  and  to  assault  you  in 
battle,  for  they  will  not  return  with  victory, 
nor  will  their  return  be  agreeable  to  their 
children  and  wives.  To  so  great  a  degree  of 
valour  will  you  be  raised  ny  the  providence  of 
God,  who  is  able  to  Oimimsh  the  alttuence  of 
some,  and  to  supplv  the  wants  of  others." 

5.  Thus  did  Balaam  speak  nv  inspiration,  as 
not  being  in  his  own  power,  but  moved  to  »ay 
what  he  did  bv  the  divine  Spirit.     But  then 
Balak  was  disp'.ea-sed,  and  said  he  had  broken 
the  contract  he  had  made,  wnereby  he  was  to 
come,  as  he  and  his  confederates  had  invited 
him.   bv  the  promise  of  ere-it  presents:    for 
whereas  he  came  to  curse  their  Knemiea.  he 
had  made  an  encomium  upon  them,  and   had 
declared  that  thev  were  the  happiest  of  men. 
To  which  Balaam  replied,  "  D  Balak,  it  toou 
rightly  considerest  this  whole  matter,   canst 
thou  suppose  llmt  it  is  in  our  power  to  be  si- 
lent, or  to  say  any  thing,  when  the  Spirit  of 
God  seizes  upon  us'?— for  he  puts  -such  words 
as  he  pleases  in  our  mouths,  and  such   dis- 
courses as  we  are  not  ourselves  conscious  of. 
I  well  remember  by  what  entreaties  both  you 
and   the    .Midianites  so  joyfully  brought  me 
hither,  and  on  that  account  I  took  this  jour- 
ney.    It  was  my  prayer,  that  I  might  not  put 
any  affront  upon  you,  as  to  what  you  desired 
of  me;  but  God  is  more  powerful  than  the 
purposes  I  had  made  to  serve  you  ;    for  those 
that  take  upon  them  to  foretell  the  affairs  of 
mankind,  as  from  their  own  abilities,  are  en- 
tirely unable  to  do  it,  or  to  forbear  to  utter 
what  God  suggests  to  them,  or  to  offer  vio- 
lence to  his  will ;  for  when  he  prevents  ns  and 


eiitos  into  us,  nothing  that  we  say  is  our  own, 
I  then  did  not  intend  to  praise  this  army,  nor 
to  go  over  the  several  good  things  whichGod 
intended  to  do  to  their  ru-e;  but  since  he  was 
so  favourable  to  them,  and  so  ready  to  bestow 
upon  them  a  happy  life  and  eternal  glory,  he 
suggested  the  declaration  of  those  things  to 
me  :  but  now,  because  it  is  my  desire  to 
oblige  thee  thyself,  as  will  as  the  Midianite.s, 
whose  entreaties  it  is  not  decent  for  me  to 
reieet,  go  to,  let  us  again  rear  other  a'fAr.",  and 
offer  the  like  sacrifices  th:it  we  did  l>efor»,  that 
I  may  see  whether  I  can  persuade  God  to 
permit  me  to  bind  these  men   withryrBes.'" 
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Which,  when  BaUk  bad  agreetJ  to,  God  would 
not  even  upon  st^coiid  sacntires,  consent  to 
hi?  riir^iMC  the  Israelite-,'  Then  t'el!  Ua- 
laam  upon  his  face,  and  toretold  what  cala- 
mities would  betall  the  sevtral  kuv*s  of  the 
nations,  and  the  most  eminent  cities,  some 
of  which  of  old  were  not  so  much  as  iiiha- 
hited;  which  events  have  come  to  pass  among 
the  several  people  concerned,  hoih  in  the  fore- 
piing  a;,'e3,  and  in  this,  tiU  my  own  nuMnury. 
l>oth  by  sea  and  by  land.  From  which  com- 
pletion of  all  these  predictions  that  he  made, 
one  may  easily  ijfuess  that  the  rest  vvill  have 
their  cumpletioii  in  time  to  come. 

6,  But  Balak  being  very  angry  that  the 
Israelites  were  not  cursed,  sent  away  Balaam 
without  thinking-  him  worthy  of  any  honour. 
Whereupon,  when  he  was  just  upon  bis  jour- 
ney, in  order  to  pass  the  Euphrates,  he  sent 
for  Balak,  and  for  the  princes  of  the  Midian. 
iles,  and  spake  thus  to  them:  —  O  Balak, 
and  you  Midianites  that  are  here  present  (for 
I  am  oldiged  even  without  the  will  of  God. 
to  gratify  yoii).  it  is  true  no  entire  destruction 
can  seize  upon  the  nation  of  the  Hebrews, 
neither  by  war,  nor  by  plague,  nor  by  scar- 
city of  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  nor  can  any 
other  unexpected  accident  be  their  entire 
ruin;  for  the  providence  of  Go<i  is  c^oncerned 
to  preserve  them  from  ^nch  a  misfortune;  nor 
will  it  permit  any  such  calamity  to  come  up- 
on them  wherebx  they  n  ay  all  perish;  but 
some  small  misfortunes,  and  those  for  a  short 
time,  whereby  they  may  appear  to  he  brought 
low,  may  still  befall  iheni;  but  after  that  they 
will  dourisb  a^ain.  to  the  terror  of  those  that 
bruuL;ht  those  mischiefs  upcn  them,  ^o  that 
if  \ou  have  a  mind  to  gain  a  victory  over 
them  for  a  short  spare  of  time,  you  will  ob- 
tain it  by  following  my  directions:  —  Do  you 
therefore  sec  out  the  hand>omest  of  su<'h  of 
your  daughters  &s  are  most  eminent  for  beau- 
ty,f  and  proper  to  force  and  conquer  the  mo- 
desty of  those  that  behold  theni,  and  these 
decked  and  trimmed  to  the  highest  degree  you 
are  able.  Then  do  you  send  them  to  he  near 
the  Israelites'  camp,  and  give  them  in  charge, 
that  when  the  young  men  of  the  Hebrews  de- 
sire their  company,  they  allow  it  them;  and 
when  they  see  that  they  are  enamoiired  of 
them,  let  them  take  their  leaves;  and  if  they 
entreat  them  to  stay,  let  them  not  gi\elheir 
consent  till  they  have  persuaded  them  to  leave 
od*  their  obedience  to  their  own  laws  and  the 

*  U'hether  Jnsrpbus  had  in  his  copy  but  two  sitempl^ 
of  Dala;Ain  id  all  (o  curve  Israel;  or  wti«  ther  by  ihis  his 
twice  offering  sacrifice,  he  meant  twice  besides  th-it  first 
time  already  ineDtioued,  wbich  \et  is  nut  ven  probable 
cannot  now  be  certainly  (lett-rmLoed.  In  li>f  li.ean  lime. 
ail  ulher  copies  have  three  such  attempts  t>f  Ualaam  to 
curse  ihein  in  the  present  history 

+  Soch  a  larpe  and  distinct  arcounl  of  Ibis  perrersion 
oi  the  Uraflttt:^  bv  lue  Midianite  wumen.  ol  whicli  our 
ether  copies  give  us  but  short  iniiin^itiods  (Numb  xsxi. 
16;  '■£  I'et.  li.  16;  Ju<Je  II:  Itev.  ii.  14).  is  pre^^rTrd. 
Ml  Reland  infonns  us,  in  the  Samaritan  Chr mu  le.  in 
Philu.  and  io  other  wr.tii^gs  of  Ihc  Jews,  as  wcU  as  Lrre 
bj  Josepbiu 


worsbipof  tb.it  Gad  who  established  them,  ar.J 
to  worship  the  gods  of  the  Mu.iatnte^  imd 
.Moubites;  for  by  tbi>  means  God  will  be 
angry  at  thein."1:  Acconiingiy,  wneti  lia- 
iaani  bad  suggested  this  coull^el  to  tbe^o,  be 
went  his  way. 

7.  So  when  the  Midianites  had  sent  thci* 
daughters,  as  Balaam  had  exhorted  them,  the 
Hebrew  young  men  were  allured  by  their 
beauty,  and  caine  to  discourse  with  them,  and 
besought  them  not  to  grudge  then,  theenjoy- 
ment  of  their  beauty,  nor  to  deny  item  their 
conversation,  'i'hese  daughters  of  the  Midi- 
anites received  their  words  gladiy,  and  con- 
senud  to  it.  and  staid  with  them;  but  when 
they  had  brongbttbem  to  be  enamoured  of  them, 
and  their  inrlindtions  to  them  were  grown  to 
ripeness,  they  began  to  think  of  departing 
from  them:  then  it  was  that  these  men  be-^ 
came  greatly  diseuiisolate  at  the  women's  de* 
parture,  and  they  were  urgent  with  thtin  n** 
to  leave  them,  bi.t  hegmd  they  would  ^m  - 
tiuue  tbere,  and  Ifccome  their  wives;  a:id  ii  y 
promi?ed  them  they  should  be  owned  as  i&  s 
tresses  of  all  tbe>  bad.  This  they  Siiid  will 
an  oath,  and  Called  God  for  the  arbitrator  o 
^viiat  they  promise)!;  aitd  this  with  tears  n 
their  eyes,  and  all  other  such  marks  of  concerii 
as  might  show  how  miserable  they  tbongb, 
themselves  without  them,  and  so  might  move 
their  compassion  tor  them.  So  the  women,  a# 
soon  as  they  perceived  they  had  made  the'*i 
tbeir  sla\es,  and  bad  caught  ibem  with  tb/ir 
conversation,  begun  to  speak  thus  to  thein:  — 

8>  **  O  >ou  illustrious  voung  menl  \^e  ha-  c 
houses  of  our  o^\n  at  bonte,  and  great  plei.ty 
of  good  tfatngs  there,  together  with  the  ne 
tural  alTectionate  love  of  our  parents  a' d 
friends ;  nor  is  it  out  of  our  want  of  any  S'.eb 
things  that  we  c-ime  to  discourse  with  yov . 
nor  did  we  admit  of  your  invitation  with  (f,;- 
sign  to  prostitute  the  beauty  of  our  bodies  fui 
gain;  but  taking  you  (of  brave  and  wortt/ 
men,  we  agreed  to  jour  request,  that  we  Uii(^ot 
treat  you  with  such  honours  as  hospitality  re 
quired:  and  now  seeing  }ou  say  that  yvu 
have  a  great  adection  for  us,  and  are  troubled 
when  vou  think  we  are  departing,  we  are  n  c 
averse  to  }uur  entreaties;  atid  it  we  may  re- 
ceive such  aasu ranee  of  your  good-will  as  \«  . 
tbir.k  can  be  alone  sufficient,  we  will  be  £;*.ad 
to  lead  our  lives  with  you  as  your  wi^es.  hut 
we  are  afraid  that  you  will  in  lime  br  tveary 
of  our  company,  and  will  then  abuiH*  us.  and 
send  us  back  to  our  parents,  nfter  an  ignomi- 
nious manner.  "  And  lhe>  desired  that  the** 
woidd  excuse  them  in  tbeir  guarding  against 
that  danger.  But  the  young  men  professed 
they  would  give  them  any  assurance  the^ 
should  desire ;  nor  did  they  at  all  contradict 

*  This  ^Tatid   maxim.   That   Und't  people   of  Isrfeo) 

could  iit^\er  tie  hurl  nor  desiro>eii,  but  by  drawing  tin  m 
Io  sin  acainst  God,  apjwars  ti>  be  trut*.  b\  the  entire  hi*- 
Inr^  i>f  that  peo|>te.  bcib  (n  tlie  Bible  a:id  io  Josepbus; 
and  i.sorteD  Uhen  ncticr  uf  in  Ir.t-ni  hollt      Nee  iii  paiU* 

cnlur  a.  Qiitst  rcinark,ible  AruQiQiiile  lea'.LiBOay  to  114* 
purtMM  Jrulitb  T.  A— :fl. 
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wliat  they  requested,  so  great  ww  the  pasjion 

thev  bat'  for  them.     "  If  then."  s.iii(  they. 

"tbi?  lie  your  resolution;  i'mr.M  you  make  use 

of  such  customs  and  comiui-t  of  life  as  arc  en-  i 

tirely  diiferecr-  from  all  other  men.'  insomuch] 

that  your  kinds  of  food  are  peculiar  to  your-  j 

selves,  and  your  Uiiuls  of  drink  not  common  , 

to  others,  it   will  be  absolutely  necessary,  if  I 

you  would  have  us  for  your  wives,   that  you 

do  withal  worship  our  i;ods;  nor  ran  there  be 

any  other  demonstration  of  the  kindness  which 

you  say  vou  already  have,  and  promise  to  have 

hereafter  to  us.  tiinn  this,  that  you  worship  the 

same  pods  that  we  do.    For  has  any  one  reason 

to  c-omplain,  that  now  you  are  come  into  this 

eountry,  you  should  worship  the  proper  gods 

of 'the   siune  country?    e.-pecially   while  our 

(jods  are  common  to  all  men,  and  yours  such 

as  heloni;  to  nobody  else  hut  yourselves."    So 

they  said  they  nuist  either  come  into   such 

meihods  of  divine  worship  as  all  others  came 

in-o.  or  else  thev  must  look  out  for  another 

world,  wherein  they  may  live  by  themstlves, 

acciirdini;  to  their  own  laws. 

9.  Now  the  vmiMfj  men  were  induced  by  the 
fjiidness  they  had  for  these  women,  to  think 
thev  spake   very    well  ;    so  they  Rave  them- 
selves up  to  what  they  persuaded  them,  and 
tr  ni-trressed  their  own'  laws;    and  supposing' 
there  Were  many  gods,  and  resoIviiiR  that  they 
would  sacrilice  to  them  ac'-ordin^-  to  the  laws 
of  that  country   which  ordained  them,  they 
both  were  d^li^hted  with  their  stran.v'e  f;)od, 
and    went    on    to    do    every    thin?   that    the, 
women  wotiM  have  thein  do,  though  i;;  contra- 1 
diction  to  their  own  laws;  so  fir,  indeed,  that  1 
this  transgression   was  already  gone  through  1 
the  whole  army  of  the  young  men,  and  they  1 
fell  into  a  sedition  that  was  much  worse  than  1 
the  former,  and  into  danger  of  the  entire  aho- 
liiioii  of  their    own    institutions ;    for   when  | 
once  the  vonth  had  tasted  of  these  strange  ens-  i 
toms.  they  went   with  ins  itialde  inclinations  | 
into  them;  and  even  whi-re  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal men  were  illustrious  on  account   of  the 
virtues  of  their  fathers,  they  also  were  cor- 
rupted together  with  the  rest. 

10.  Even  Ziinri,  the  head  of  the  tnhe  of 
Simeon,  acconipanie<i  with  Cozlii,  a  Midianit- 
ish  woman,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Snr,  a 
mim  of  authority  in  that  country;  and  being 
desired  bv  bis  wife  to  disregard  the  laws  of 
Moses,  and  to  follow  those  she  was  used  to,  he 
complied  with  her;  and  this  both  by  sacritieing 

.  \\h;it  i<.?ep^lis  here  puts  into  the  m<iulln  of  these 
Mi.ii;inte  w.tiiirii.  who  ca'i'e  to  entice  tlie  l.rn-liles  lo 
lew.ines<!i:iii  i(i..Uiry.  viz.  th..t  their  w,>r>hip  ..ruiei;™l 
of  l.niel,  in  ..pposition  lu  their  idol  z  ills,  itiiplleil  Uie  r 
li»iiii!  jccordiiii;  to  Ihe  holv  lawswhieh  the  true  <:<k1  h:.il 
(iveo  Ih.iu  liy  Mose!.  in  o|ip  silion  to  those  impure  la^-vs 
wticli  were  observed  under  tiieir  liilsr  ends,  well  de.erv.  5 
»lir  consideration ;  und  eives  nsa  suhsianiiil  remon  lor 
Ihe  jfreal  concern  thitt  was  ever  sliown.  under  llie  l.iw  of 
Hose.,  to  p.-e-erve  the  I.rneli  e.  troin  idolatry,  and  in 
llic  ivorship  of  ihe  true  Ood  r  it  o-l  Is'  of  n.i  les>  isois.-. 
ouence  than.  WhetlierC.idS  p.onl.- >b  ".Id  be  ...  .ve.  ned 
Jy  lh«  UoK  liws  ol  [ill-  line  Goil.  or  h>  the  i.ni.nre  laws 
4efiTRd  from  Demon  ,  under  ihe  P.»s->n  idolatry. 
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after  a  manner  different  from  Ills  own,  and  by 
taking  a  stranger  to  wife.     When  thmcs  were 
thus,  Moses  was  afraid  that  matters  should 
grow  worse,  and  called  the  people  to  a  con- 
gregation, but  then  accused  nobody  by  name, 
as  unwilling  to  drive  those  into  despair  who, 
by  lying  concealed,   might   come   to   repetit- 
ance';  hut  he  said  that  they  did  not  do   what 
was  either  worthy  of  themselves,  or  of  their 
fathers,  bv  preferring  pleasure  to  God,  and  to 
the  living  according  to  his  will;  that  it  wat 
ht   thev   should    change   their   courses  while 
their  air.iirs  were  still  in  a  good  state;  and 
think  that  to  be  true  fortitude  which  offers  not 
violence  to  their  laws,  but  that  which  resists 
their  lusts.      And  besides  that,  he  said  it  was 
not  a  reasonable  thing,  when  they  had  lived  so- 
berly in  the  wilderness,  to  act  madly  now  when 
they  were  in  prosperity;  and  that  they  ought 
not  to  lose,  now  they  hare  abundance,  what 
they  had  gained   when  they  had  little;  — and 
so  did  he  cmleavonr,  by  saying  lhi>,  to  correct 
the  young  men,  and  to  bring  them  to  repent- 
ance' for  wliat  thev  had  done. 

11.  But  Ziitiri  arose  up  after  him,  and  said, 
"  Yes,  indeed,  Moses,  thou  art  at  liberty  to 
make  use  of  such  laws  as  thou  art  so  fond  ot, 
and   bast,  by  accustoming   thyself   to   thein, 
made  them  tirm;  otherwise,  if  things  had  not 
been  thus,  thou  hadst  often  been  punished  be- 
fore now,  and  hadsl  known  that  the  Hebrews 
are  not  easily  put  upon  ,    but  thou  shalt  not 
have  me  one  of  thy  followers  in  thy  tyran- 
nical comniauds,  for  thou  do»t  nothing  el.--e 
hitherto  but,  under  pretence  of  laws,  anil  ol 
God.  wickedly  impose  on  us  slavery,  and  gain 
dominion  to  thyself,  while  thou  deprivest  us 
of  the  sweetness  of  life,  wliich  consists  in  act- 
ing  according  to  our  own   wills,  and   is  the 
right  of  free  men,  and  of  those  that  have  no 
lord  over  them.      Nay,  indeed,  this   man    is 
harder  upon  the  Hebrews  than  were  the  Kgyp- 
liaiis  themselves,  as  pretending  to  punish,  ac- 
cording to  his  laws,  every  one's  acting  what 
is  most  agreeable  to  himself;  liut  thou  thyself 
better  deservest  to   sulfer    punishment,   who 
presumest  to  abolish  what  every  one  acknow- 
ledges to  he  what  is  good  for  him,  and  aimea 
to  make  thv  single  opinion  to  ha\e  more  force 
than  tliat  of  all  the  rest:  and  what  1  now  do, 
and  think  to  be  right,  I  shall  not  hereafter 
deny  to  be  according  to  my  own  senliments. 
[   have    married,   as    thou    sayest    rightly,   a 
strange  woman,  and   thou  hearest   what    1  do 
from'  mvself   as   from   one  that  is  free;    for 
truly  I  (iid  not   intend  to  conceal  myself.      I 
also'  own  that   I  sacriticed  to  those  gods  to 
whom  vou  .io  not  think  it  fit  to  sacrifice;  and 
I  think  it  right  to  come  at  truth  by  intiuinng 
of  inanv  people,  and  not  like  one  that  livcs 
under  t'viMiinv,  to  suffer  the  whole  hope  of  my 
life  to  I'lepeiid  upon  one  man  ;    nor  shall  any 
one  tind  cause  to  rejoice  who  declares  himself 
to  h  ive  more  authority  over  my  actions  than 
myself."  * 
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12.  Now  when  Zimri  bad  said  these  things,  1 
about  what  be  and  some  others  bfid  wickedly 
done,  the  people  held  their  peace,  both  out  of 
fear  of  what  might  come  upon  them,  and  be- 
cause thf y  saw  that  their  lefiislator  was  not 
willing  to  bring  his  insolence  before  the  pub- 
lic any  farther,  or  openly  to  contend  with 
him ;  for  he  avoided  that,  lest  many  should 
imitate  the  impudence  of  bis  language,  and 
thereby  disturb  the  multitude.  I'pon  this  the 
assembly  was  dissolved.  However,  the  mis- 
chievous attempt  had  proceeded  farther,  if 
Zimri  had  not  been  first  slain,  which  came  to 
pass  on  the  following  occasion: — Pbineas,  a 
man  in  other  respects  better  than  the  rest  of 
the  young  men,  and  also  one  that  surpassed 
his  contemporaries  in  the  dignity  of  his  father 
(for  he  was  the  son  of  Eleazar  the  high-priest, 
and  the  grandson  of  [Aaron]  .Moses's  bro- 
iber),  who  was  greatly  troubled  at  what  was 
done  by  Zimri,  he  resolved  in  earnest  to  inflict 
punishment  on  him,  befoie  his  unworthy  be- 
liaviour  should  grow  stronger  by  impunity, 
and  in  order  to  prevent  this  tninsgression  from 
proceeding  farther,  which  would  happen  if  the 
ringleaders  were  not  punished.  He  was  of 
so  great  magnnniniit_\,  both  in  strength  of 
mind  and  body,  that  when  he  uiuicrtook  any 
very  dangerous  attempt,  he  did  not  leave  it 
off  till  he  overcame  it,  and  got  an  entire  vic- 
tory. So  he  came  to  Ziniri's  tent,  and  slew 
him  with  his  javelin,  and  with  it  he  slew 
Cozbi  alsn.  Upon  which  all  those  young 
men  that  had  a  regard  to  virtue,  and  aimed 
to  do  a  glorious  action,  imitated  Phincas's 
boldness,  and  slew  those  th.'it  were  found  to 
be  guilty  of  the  same  crime  with  Zimri.  Ac- 
•^ordingly,  many  of  those  that  had  tiansgressed 
perished  by  the  magnanimous  valour  of  these 
young  men,  and  the  rest  all  perished  by  a  plague, 
which  distemper  Ood  himself  infli<"ted  upon 
them.  So  that  all  those  their  kindred,  who, 
instead  of  hirtdering  them  from  such  wicKed 
uct!oiv>,  as  they  ought  to  have  done,  had  per- 
siiaded  them  to  go  on,  were  esteemed  by  God 
as  partners  in  their  wickedness,  and  died. 
.\ecOrdinglv.  there  perished  out  of  the  army 
no  fewer  than  fourteen*  [twe»ity-four]  thou- 
sand at  this  time. 

13.  This  was  the  cause  why  Moses  was 
provoked  to  send  an  army  to  destroy  the  Mi- 
dianites,  concerning  which  expedition  we  shall 
speak  preseHtly,  when  we  have  6rst  related 
what  we  have  omitted;  for  it  is  but  just  not 
to  pass  over  our  legislator's  due  enconnum, 
on  account  of  his  conduct  here,  because,  al- 
though this  Balaam,  who  was  sent  for  \)y  the 
Midianites  to  curse  the  Hebrews,  and  wnen 
he  was  hindered  from  doing  it  by  divine  i>ro- 
ridence,  did  still  suggest  that  advice  to  tneni, 

•  The  mistake  in  all  Josfphns's  riM>i<**.  Greolt  unit 
Lain,  whicti  have  here  loiirteen  thniismiH,  iii>Iri(t  ■•! 
tw,-nt%-f.iiir  llions.iiMl.  it  so  ri;,2r;ait.  lti:,t  tuir  verv  lejn.fi 
eJitor*.  IU)ii,i.t  ..n.t  n,ti1%t>n.  h;ivp  puf  Ui.-  tiillrr  ii?ii'- 
Iter  .lir.  I'lls   in:i.  I'le    tr\{.      I  i-iiutiM!    r>,lltrr    ti,   put    It    ■• 


by  making  use  of  which  oi.r  enemies  had  weP 
nigh  corrupted  the  whole  multitude  of  (be 
Hebrews  with  their  wiles,  till  some  of  them 
were  deeply  infected  with  their  opinions;  yet 
did  he  do  him  great  honour,  by  setting  down 
his  prophecies  in  writing.  And  while  it  was 
in  bis  power  to  claim  this  glory  to  himself, 
and  make  men  believe  they  were  his  own  pre- 
dictions, there  being  no  one  that  could  be  a 
witness  against  bim,  and  accuse  him  for  so 
doing,  be  still  gave  his  attestation  to  him, 
and  did  bim  the  honour  to  make  mention  of 
him  on  this  account.  But  let  every  one  think 
of  these  matters  as  he  pleases. 


CHAPTER  VIL 

BOW  THE   llEBKEWS   FOCCHT  WITH  THK 
HlDIASITtS,  AND  OVEIICAME  THEM. 

§  \.  Now  Moses  sent  an  army  against  the 
land  of  Midian,  for  the  causes  foremtntioned, 
in  all  twelve  thousand,  taking  an  e(|ual  num- 
ber out  of  every  tribe,  and  appointed  Pbineas 
for  their  commander;  of  which  Phineas  we 
made  mention  a  little  before,  as  be  that  had 
guarded  the  laws  of  the  Hebrews,  and  had 
inflicted  punishment  on  Zimri  when  he  hud 
transgressed  them.  Now  the  Midianites  per- 
ceived beforebai>d  how  the  Hebrcvvs  were 
coming,  and  would  suddenly  be  upon  them 
so  thev  assembled  their  army  together,  and 
fortified  the  entrances  into  their  country,  anil 
there  awaited  the  enemy's  coming.  When 
they  were  come,  and  they  bad  joined  battle 
with  tbem,  an  immense  multitude  of  the  Mi- 
dianites fell;  nor  could  they  lie  nuinbertd, 
thev  were  so  \ery  many:  and  among  theni 
fell  all  their  kings,  five  ill  number,  viz.  Evi, 
Zur,  Reba,  Hur,  and  Rekem,  who  was  of  the 
s;une  name  with  a  city,  the  chief  and  capital 
i>f  all  Arabia,  which  is  still  now  so  called  by 
the  whole  Arabian  nation,  Arectm,  from  the 
name  of  the  king  that  built  it;  but  is  by  the 
Greeks  called  I'elra.  Now  when  the  enemies 
were  discomfited,  the  Hebrews  spoiled  their 
country,  and  took  a  great  prey,  and  destroyed 
the  men  that  were  its  inhabitants,  together 
with  the  women;  only  they  let  the  virgins 
atone,  as  Moses  had  commanded  Pbineas  to 
do,  who  indeed  came  back,  bringing  with 
him  an  army  that  bad  received  no  harm,  and 
a  great  deal  of  prey;  fifty-tivo  tbiiiisaiid 
beeves,  seventv-five  thousand  six  hMiiilred 
sheep,  sixty  thousand  asses,  with  an  ilnnteIl^e 
quantity  of  gold  and  silver  furniture,  whi.h 
the  Midianites  made  use  of  in  their  hou>ts; 
for  they  were  .so  wealthy,  that  they  were  very 
luxurious.  There  were  also  led  captive  about 
tbirty-twothousand  virgins.f  So  Moses  parted 

f  The  slaoehter  of  all  the  Midianite  women  ttial  had 
proshlitted  llieiu^eWes  to  tlif  iew.l  Isrjeliirs.  antt  tha 
pre^erxuliuii  uf  those  thai  had  iiui  been  miilty  (herriaf 
Ibe  lost  ot  whiirh  were  nu  lewvi   U.an  Ihirty-lwo  tbA*. 
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the  prev  into  parts,  and  gave  one  fiftieth  part 
to  Elca'zar  and  the  t«o  priests,  and  another 
fiftieth  part  to  the  Levites;  and  distributed 
the  re>t  of  the  prey  among  the  people.     After 
which  they  lived  happily,  as  having  obUincd  an 
abunilance  of  good  things  by  their  valour,  and 
thc-r-;  titiiig  no  niislortune  that  attended  them, 
or  himlered  their  enjoyment  of  that  happinesi. 
•i.    liul    lluses   was    no«'  grown  oitl,  and 
appointed  Joshua  for  his  successor,  both  to 
receive   dirtctions   from  God   as   a    prophet, 
and  for  a  coniinaiider  of  the  army,    if  they 
should  at  any  time  stand   in  need  of  such  a 
one;   and  this  was  done  by  the  coiBmaiid  of  | 
God.    that    to    him    the    care    of   the  (uiblic  ; 
should  be  committed.     Now  Joshua  had  been  j 
ii.,trucled    in    all    those    kinds    of    le:irning  , 
which  concerned  the  laws;   and  God  himself,  \ 
and  Moses,  had  been  his  instructor. 

3.  At  this  time  it  was  that  the  two  tciues 
of  Gad  and  Reiibc'.,  and  the  half  Irije  of  Ma- 
nasseh,  abounded  in  a  multituile  of  c.ittk.  "» 
well  as  in  all  other  kinds  of  proiperily :  whence 
they  had  a  mectnig,  and  in  a  iiody  i-"ne  ami  j 
besought  Moses  to  give  tlie.u.  as  their  pecu- 
liar poilion.  tuat  land  of  the  Amontes  which 
they  hwl  taken  by  right  of  war,  beeause  it 
was  rVuitfid,  and  g.Mi.i  lor  lee'.ing  of  cattle; 
but  .Mose,,  supiiosi..;;  that  tiiey  were  ilraid  "f 
lighting  vvilli  .lie  C.naauites.  and  invented 
thi~  provision  lor  tlitir  caiile  as  a  tiandso.i'e 
excuse  lor  ii.oi.Hiig  ti'at  .var.  he  calleil  toein 
arrunt  cotruit-.  and  sini  the,  hid  oulv  .0"- 
trived  a  deee.it  excuse  lur  that  (..>va.-iiic« ; 
■ml  that  thev  had  a  niind  to  iwe  in  luxury 
and  ease,  wmlc  a. I  the  rest  were  lalwuriog 
with  great  pains  to  olpt.iiu  ine  lai.d  the.  were 
desirous  to  have;  and  Itiat  they  were  not 
willing  to  maich  uIoul'.  a,id  underEO  the  re- 
iiiaining  hard  servic,-,  ivbereby  they  were, 
under  the  iliMiie  pioinise,  lo  pass  over  Jordan, 
and  overcome  th.i^e  our  eiieiiiies  which  God 
uad  shown    ihein,  and  so  obuin  their  land. 

tanl,  Ijoth  hf  re  »n<l  Numb   xtxi   li.  IS.  17,  36.  40.  46, 
find  both  by  tb^  particular  .-071110.111.1  ,if  <;o<l:  ar..  in^btjr 
rFioarliJiblr.  Bn.l  »t...«-  lli«l.  cVfti   m  nnli.ins  otherwise 
for  toeir  wicke-tncss  dooiue.1  to  .IrslruclioD,  the  inno- 
eefit    were    sinnetimes    pi>rli.u!arly    ami    provilrnlially 
taken    c^are    of.   anti    .leltvere.!    froiD    tbal    deslnlction; 
wbieh  directly  implies.  tUat  il  was  the  wickednesi  of  the  j 
uatiooi  of  Cauaan.  and    oolbiuv;  else,  tint  oeca>ioned 
their  excision.      >ee   lien    XV.    10;     I  Sara.  xr.   13,  Jt 
.»p.>«L  Constit  b.  viii    cb.  xii    p.  40i      In  the  lint  of 
winch  places,  the  rea-son  of  the  delay  of  the  punishment 
of  the  Ainoriles  is  diveii.  because  "  ihcir  iniquity  was 
not  yet  full  "     111  the  second,  Saul  is  ordered  10  (jo  and 
••destroy  the  sinners,  the   Amalekites:"    plainly  l.r.ply- 
ilR  liiat    lliey    were  therefore    to    he    destroyed,    because 
they  were  sinners,  and  not  oUierwise.     In  the  third,  ihe 
reason  is  Riven  why  kin-^  Aiia^  was  not  to  l>e  spared. 
vix.  because  of  his  former  crneltv;    "  As  thy  sword  hath 
made  the  (Hebrew)  women  childless,  so  shall  thy  mother 
be  made  childless  anions  woni.n  by  the  Hebrews."  ^In 
the    last   place,  the  apostles,  or  their   anujnuriistt    Je- 
nient.  irave  this  reason  for  the  necessity  of  the  coming 
ol  Christ,  that   •■  men  liad   formerly  perverte.1  botn  llie 
po.sitive  law,  and    that  of  nature:   an.l  had  ciist  ont  of 
Ibeir  mind   Ibe    meroorv  of  the    KIo.vl.  the    hiirnin?  of 
>o.lulu.  the  plasties  ol  tl.r  fcg.p  ians.  aO'l  Ibe  slauKliter 
,.f    li.e    ■r.lUlb-.anls  of   I'a'cluie."    a-    -iij'  S   ..f   tile   m.rst 
Hin.^in.'  improiteii.-e  anl  in-en.iliill,.  -inder  the  piin- 
Miuwul  vl  b.tfrid  wuk«4lu«sv 
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iiut   these  tribes,  when  they  saw  that  Moses 
was  angry  with  thein,  and   when  they  could 
not  deny   but  he  had  a  just  cause  to  be  dis- 
pleased ill  their  petition,  made  an  apology  f-jr 
themselves;   and  said,  that  it  was  not  on  ac- 
count of  their  fear  of  dangers,  nor  on  account 
of  their  laziness,  that  they  made  this  request 
to  him,  but  that  they  might  leave  the   prey 
they  had  gotten  in  places  of  safety,  and  there- 
by inight  be  more  expedite,  and  ready  to  un- 
dergo  difficulties,  and  to  fight  b.ittles.      They 
added  this  also,    that    when    they   had   built 
cities,  wherein  they  might  preserve  their  chil- 
dren, and  wives,  and  possessions,  if  he  noulJ 
bestow  them  upiju  them,  they  would  go  along 
with  the  rest  of  the  army.      Hereupon  Moses 
was  pleased  with  what  they  said;  so  he  called 
for  Eleazar,  the  high-priest,  and  Joshua,  and 
the  chief  of  the  tribes,  and  permitted  these 
tribes  to  possess  the  hind  of  the  Amoritcs; 
but    upon    this   condition,   that   they   should 
join  with  their  kinsmen  in  the  war  until  all 
things  were  settled.      I'pon  which  condition 
they  took  possession  of  the  country,  and  built 
them  strong  cities,  and  put  into  them  their 
ehildien,  and  their  wives,  and  whatsoever  else 
they  had  that  might  be  an  iui|)cdiment  to  the 
labtjurs  of  their  future  marches. 

4.  Moses  also  now  built  those  ten  citici 
which  were  to  be  of  the  number  of  the  forty, 
eight  [for  the  Levites];  three  of  which  he  aU 
lotted  to  those  that  slew  any  persons  involunta- 
riU,  and  tied  to  them;  and  he  assigned  the 
■aiue  time  for  their  banishitient  with  that  of 
the  iil'e  of  that  high-priest  under  whom  the 
slaughter  and  flight  happened ;  after  which 
de.ith  of  Ihe  high  priest  he  permitted  the 
slaver  to  return  home.  During  the  time  of 
his  exile,  the  relations  of  him  that  wtis  slain 
mav,  liv  this  law.  kill  the  manslayer,  if  they 
caught  him  without  the  bounds  of  the  city  to 
which  he  fled,  though  this  permission  was  not 
'  granted  to  any  other  person.  Now  the  cities 
which  were  set  apart  for  this  flight  were  these: 
Dezer,  at  the  borders  of  Arabia ;  Ramoth,  of 
the  land  of  Gilead  ;  and  Golan,  in  the  land 
of  Uashan.  There  were  to  be  also,  by  .Moses'» 
command,  three  other  cities  allotteil  for  the 
!  habitation  of  these  fugitives  out  of  the  cities 
of  the  Levites,  but  not  till  after  they  should 
be  in  possession  of  the  land  of  Canaan. 

5.  At  this  tim..  the  chief  men  of  the  tribe 
of  Manasseh  came  to  Moses,  and  informed 
him  that  tl.cie  was  an  eminent  man  ot  their 
tribe  de.id,  whose  name  was  Zelophehad,  who 
left  no  male  children,  but  left  daughters;  and 
asked  him  whether  these  daughters  might  in- 
herit  his  land  or  not.  He  made  this  answer. 
That  if  they  shall  marry  in  their  own  tribe, 
they  shall  carrv  their  estate  along  with  them ; 
but  if  thev  dispose  of  themselves  in  marriage 
to  men  of 'another  tribe,  they  shall  leave  their 
inheritance  in  ihi-ir  father's  tribe.  And  then  it 
was  that  .M.ises  .jidained,  that  every  one's  in- 
heritai'ce  siioulil  eoutinue  in  his  own  tribe. 
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CHAPTER  VIIT. 

THE  PnMTT    SETTLED    HY  MOSES;    AND    HUV 
HfcS  DISAPPEARED   FltOM   AMONG   MANKIND. 

^  1.  When  fortv  years  were  completed,  wiih 
in  thirty  d;iys.  .Muses  gathered  the  coiiRrt'^a- 
tion  tog:ether  near  Jord^in.  vxhere  the  ci'.y 
AhiU  now  stands,  a  place  fuU  of  p.ilm-tiecs; 
and  ail  the  people  being  come  togetbei  he 
spake  th'.is  to  ihem  :  — 

2.  "O  you  Israelites  and  feUow-sol**iers» 
who  have  been  partners  with  me  in  this  long 
and  uneasy  journey;  since  it  is  now  the  will 
of  God,  and  the  course  of  old  age,  at  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty,  requires  it  that  I  should 
depart  out  of  thi^  lite;  and  since  God  has 
/orbidden  me  to  be  a  putroti  or  an  assistant  to 
you  in  what  remains  to  be  done  beyond  Jor- 
dan, 1  ihouf;ht  it  reasonable  not  to  leave  off 
my  endeavours  even  now  for  your  happiness, 
but  to  do  my  utmost  to  procure  for  you  tlie 
cternnl  enjoyment  of  goud  things,  and  a  me- 
inoridl  for  myself,  when  )ou  >han  he  in  the 
fruition  of  great  plenty  and  prti^perity;  come, 
therefore,  let  me  suggest  to  yon  by  what  means 
you  may  be  happy,  and  may  leave  an  etern.il 
prosperous  possession  thereof  to  yotir  children 
after  you,  and  then  let  ine  thus  go  out  of  the 
world;  and  I  cannot  but  deserve  to  be  be- 
lieved by  yon,  both  on  a. -count  of  the  great 
things!  have  already  done  for  you,  and  because, 
when  souls  arc  about  to  leave  the  l>o(ly,  they 
speak  with  iho  stncerest  freedom  O  chiliiren 
of  Israel!  there  is  but  one  source  of  tiappi- 
uess  for  all  mankind,  the  favour  of  God,* 
for  he  alone  is  able  to  give  good  things  to 
those  that  deserve  them,  and  to  deprive  those 
of  them  that  sin  againijt  him;  towards  whom, 
if  you  behave  you^sehc^  according  to  hi*  will, 
and  according  to  what  I,  who  weli  untlerstand 
bis  mind,  do  exhort  you  to,  j.uu  \\\\\  bulh  be 
esteemed  blessed,  and  will  be  admired  by  all 
men;  and  will  never  come  into  misfortunes, 
nor  cease  to  be  happy:  \ou  will  then  preserve 
the  possession  of  the  pood  things  you  already 
have,  and  will  quickly  obtain  tho>e  that  you 
nre  at  present  in  want  oi,  —  only  do  you  be 
obedient  to  those  whom  God  would  hnve  you 
to  toUow:  —  nor  do  you  prefer  any  other  con- 
stitution of  government  before  the  laws  now 
given  you;  neither  do  you  disregurtl  that  way 
of  divine  worship  which  _\ou  now  liave,  nor 
change  it  for  any  other  form  -  and  if  you  do 
this,  you  wiM  be  the  intist  cour^igeous  of  all 
men,  in  undergoing  the  fatigues  of  war,  and 
will  not  be  easily  conquered  by  any  of  your 

•  Josfphus  here,  ia  this  ore  sentence,  sums  up  lii-t 
notion  ul  .^Iu^^■s'9  vt^ry  loiii;  and  ver>  sciifUi  exliurl^nons 
ill  the  book  ol  Deuterunomy:  untl  lii>  words  aie  sn  true. 
mill  of  sucli  iniporlttitce,  ttiat  tUey  denfrve  to  lie  huil  m 
cuiistant  rT-mniiWraiice,  both  by  Jews  m\A  CliriMun>  ;  — 
"O  children  iir  Israel ;  ibr-re  is  but  unr  source  of  happi- 
De«»  for  all  maukiBd,  — l/te/atwur  a/  4>3d." 


enemies;  for  while  God  is  present  with  you 
to  assist  you,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  \ou  will 
be  able  to  despise  the  opposition  of  all  man- 
kind; and  great  rewards  of  virtue  arc  pro- 
posed for  you,  if  VGU  preserve  that  virtue 
through  your  whole  lives.  Virtue  itself  is 
indeed- the  principal  and  the  first  reward,  and 
iifter  that  it  bestows  abundance  of  others;  so 
that  \our  exercise  of  virtue  towards  other  men 
will  miike  your  owji  lives  happy,  and  render 
you  more  glorious  than  foreigners  can  be,  and 
procure  >ou  an  undisputed  icput;ition  with 
posterity.  These  blctsines  you  will  be  able 
to  obtain,  in  case  you  hearken  to  and  observe 
those  laws  which,  by  divine  revelation,  I  have 
ordained  for  you;  that  i»,  in  case  you  withal 
meditate  upon  the  wisdom  that  is  in  them.  I 
am  going  from  \ou  nisself,  rejoicing  in  the 
good  things  you  eiijo\  ;  and  1  rcconmiend 
\ou.(o  the  wise  coiditel  of  your  law,  to  the 
becoming  order  ot  your  polit) ,  and  to  the  vir- 
tues of  vour  coiiinninders,  who  will  take  care 
of  vvhat  is  for  your  advantage;  and  that  God, 
«ho  has  been  till  now  jiour  leader,  and  by 
whose  good-will  I  have  myself  been  useful  to 
you,  will  not  put  a  period  now  to  his  provi- 
dence over  you.  but,  as  long  as  you  desire  to 
have  him  your  Protector  in  \  our  pursuits  afccr 
virtue,  so  long  will  }ou  enjoy  his  care  over 
you.  Your  high-priest  aUo  Eleazar,  as  well 
iis  Joshua,  with  the  senate,  and  chief  of  \our 
tribes,  will  go  before  you.  and  suggest  the  best 
advices  to  you;  b>  following  which  advices 
}ou  will  continue  to  be  happy:  to  whom  do 
you  givti  ear  without  reluctance,  as  sensible 
that  all  such  as  know  well  how  to  be  govern- 
ed, will  also  know  hovv  to  govern,  if  the)  be 
promoted  to  that  authority  themselves;  and 
do  iiot  )OU  esteem  liberty  to  consist  in  op- 
posing such  directions  as  )  our  governors  think 
tit  to  give  you  for  your  practice,  —  as  at  pre- 
sent indeed  you  place  your  liberty  in  nothing 
eUe  but  abusing  \our  henefucti  is;  w bich 
error  if  \ou  can  jivoid  tor  the  time  to  come, 
^our  affairs  will  be  in  a  better  condition  than 
they  have  hithcrlo  been;  nor  do  you  ever  in- 
1  dulgc  such  a  degree  of  passion  in  these  mat- 
[  teis  as  you  have  oftentimes  done  when  \ou 
!  have  been  vcrv  angry  '»t  me;  for  you  know 
I  that  I  have  been  oftentr  in  danger  of  death 
from  yon  than  fiom  our  enemies.  What  I 
now  put  you  in  uiind  o(.  is  not  done  in  order 
to  reproach  u>u;  for  I  do  not  think  it  proper, 
now  1  am  ^oing  out  of  the  world,  to  bring 
I  this  to  your  remeinbr.mce,  in  order  to  leave 
I  you  offended  at  nic,  since,  at  the  time  when  1 
'  underwent  tbo>e  hardships  from  you,  1  waa 
not  angry  at  you ;  but  I  do  it  in  order  to  make 
you  uiser  hereiitter,  and  to  teach  you  that  ihi-i 
will  be  for  ;our  security:  I  mean,  that  )ou 
never  be  injurious  to  those  that  preside  over 
you,  even  when  you  are  become  rich,  as  you 
will  he  to  11  great  degree  when  you  have  pas- 
sed over  Jordan,  and  are  in  possesion  of  the 
l-iiui  oi  Caaauji.      Siiice,  wbeu  you  shall  bav« 
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otire  proceeded  so  far  hy  your  wealth,  as  to  a 
contempt  and  disregard  of  virtue,   you   will 
hlso  forfeit  the  favour  of  God;  and  when  yoii 
Lave    iiade   him    your   enemy,   you  will    be 
beaten  in  war,  and  will  have  the  land  which 
you  [lossess  taken  away  again  from  you  by 
your  enemies,  and  this  with  great  reproaches 
upon  your  conduct.     Von   will  be  scattered 
over  tiie  whole  world,  and  will,  as  slaves,  en- 
tirely fill  both  sea  and  l^id ;  and   when  once 
you  have  had  the  experience  of  what  I  now 
My,  vou  will  repent  and  remember  the  laws 
you  have  broken,  when  it  is  too  late.    Whence 
I  would  advise  you,  if  you  intend  to  preserve 
these  laws,  to  leave  none  of  your  enemies  alive 
when  you  have  conquered  them,  but  to  look 
upon  it  as  for  your  advantage  to  destroy  them 
all,  lest,  if  yoii  permit  them  to  live,  you  ta«te 
of'their  manners,  and  thereby  corrupt  your 
own    proper  institutions.      I  also  do  farther 
exhort    you,  to   overthrow  their  altars,  and 
their  groves,  and  whatsoever  templen  they  have 
among  them,  and  to  burn  all  such,  their  nation, 
•ml  their  very  memory  with  fire;   for  by  this 
means  alone  the  safety  of  your  own  happy 
constitution    can   be  firmly  secured    to  you. 
And  in  order  to  prevent  your  ignorance  of 
virtue,  and  the  degeneracy   of   your   nature 
into    vice,   I    have   also  ordained    you    laws, 
by  divine  suggestion,  and  a  form  of  govern- 
ment, which  are  so  good,  that,  if  you  regu- 
larly observe  them,  you  will  be  esteemed  of 
all  men  the  most  happy." 

3.  When  he  had  spoken  thus,  he  gave  them 
the  laws  and  the  constitution  of  government 
writ'en  in  a  book.      I'pon  which  the  people 
fell  into  tears,  and  appeared  already  touched 
with  the  sense  that  they  should  have  a  great 
want  of  their  conductor,  because  they  remem- 
bered what  a  number  of  dangers  he  had  pisseii 
through,    and    what    care    he    had    taken    of 
their  preservation:  they  desponded  about  what 
would  come  upon  them  after  he  was  (lead,  and 
thought  they  should  never  have  another  go- 
vernor like  him;  and  feared  that  God  would 
then  take  less  care  of  them  when  Moses  was 
gone,  who  used  to  intercede  for  them.     They 
also  repented  of  what  they  had  said  to  him  in 
•be  wilderness  when  they  were  anpry;   and 
were  in   grief  on    those   accounts,  insomuch 
that  the  whole  body  of  the  people  fell  into 
tears  with  such  bitterness,  that  it  was  past  the 
power  of  words  to  comfort  them  in  their  af- 
fliction.    However,   Moses  gave  them   some 
consolation ;    and    by    calling    them    off  the 
thought,  how  worthy  he  was  of  their  weeping 
for  him,  he  exhorted  them  to  keep  to  that 
form  of  government  he  had  given  them;  and 
then  the  congregationwasdissolvedat  thattime. 
4.    Accordingly,  I  shall  now  first  describe 
this  form  of  government  which  was  agreeable 
to  the  dignity  and  virtue  of  Moses;  and  shall 
therebv  inform  those  that  read  these  Antiqui- 
ties,  what  our  original  settlements  were,  and 
»tiall  then  proceed  t«  the  remaiuiug  bistories. 


Now  those  settlements  are  all  still  In  writing, 
as  be  left  them ;  and  we  shall  add  nothing  by 
way  of  ornament,  nor  any  thing  besides  what 
Moses  left  us:  oidy  we  shall  so  far  innovate, 
.IS  to  digest  the  seCeral  kinos  of  laws  into  a 
regular  system:  for  they  were  by  him  left  in 
writing  as  they  were  accidentally  scattered  in 
their  delivery!  and  as  be  upon  inquiry  had 
learned  them  of  God.  On  which  account  1 
have  thought  it  necessary  to  premise  this  ob- 
servation beforehand,  lest  any  of  my  own 
countrymen  should  bl.une  me.  as  having  been 
guilty  of  an  offence  herein.  Now  part  of  our 
constitution  will  include  the  laws  that  beloi.g 
to  our  political  state.  As  for  those  laws  which 
Moses  left  concerning  our  common  conversa- 
tion and  intercourse  one  with  another,  I  have 
reserved  that  for  a  discourse  concerning  our 
manner  of  life,  and  the  occasions  of  those 
laws;  which  I  propose  to  myself,  with  God's 
assistance,  to  write,  alter  I  have  finished  the 
work  I  am  now  upon. 

5.  When  you  have  possessed  yourselves  of 
the  land  of  Canaan,  and  have  leisure  to  en- 
joy  the  good  things  of  it,  and  when  you  ha%c 
aftersvard  determined  to  build  cities,  if  you 
will  do  what  is  pleasing  to  God,  you  will  have 
a  secure  state  of  happiness.  Let  there  be  then 
one  city  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  this  si- 
tuate in  the  most  agreeable  place  for  its  good- 
ness, and  very  eminent  in  itself,  and  let  it  be 
that  which  God  shall  choose  for  himself  by 
prophetic  revelation.  Let  there  also  be  one 
temple  therein,  and  one  altar,  not  reared  of 
hewn  stones,  but  of  such  as  you  gather  to- 
gether at  random ;  which  stones,  when  they 
are  whited  over  with  mortar,  will  have  a  hand- 
some appearance,  and  be  beautiful  to  the  sight. 
Let  the  ascent  to  it  he  not  by  steps,'  but  by 
an  acclivity  of  raised  earth.  And  let  there 
be  neither  an  altar  nor  a  temple  in  any  other 
city:  for  God  is  but  one,  and  the  nation  of 
the  Hebrews  is  but  one. 

6.  He  that  blaspbemeth  God,  let  him  be 
stoned,  and  let  him  hang  upon  a  tree  all  that 
day.  and  then  let  him  be  buried  in  an  igno- 
minious and  obscure  manner. 

7.  Let  those  that  live  as  remote  as  the 
bounds  of  the  land  which  the  Hebrews  shall 
possess,  come  to  that  city  where  the  temple 
shall  be,  and  this  three  times  in  ayear,  that  they 
may  give  thanks  to  God  for  bis  former  bene- 


.  This  law,  hoth  Wrp  and  Eiod.  XI.  25,  2S  of  not 
eoinc  lip  to  Go<1's  altir  bv  ladder-sleps.  hut  on  an  nccli. 
vily.  »«ms  not  to  have  belonged  to  thr  allw  of  Ibe  ta- 
heriiacle.whi.-h  wai  in  all  biillhree  cubiU  h.eh,  Kno-l. 
xxvii  1-  nor  1,1  that  of  Eiektel,  which  was  expeejuly  to 
be  Kone  up  to  by  steps,  jliii.  17:  hui  rather  to  occaaional 
a'.lars  of  any  considerable  altitude  and  h.rseness;  as  «i.»o 
pri.l.ah^y  lo  Solomim's  altar,  lo  which  it  is  here  apphja 
bv  Joseiihus,  as  wril  as  lo  that  in  Zorobabel's  ai.(l  Hu. 
rida  temple,  which  were,  I  think,  all  ten  cubilj  biitli. 
See  2  Chron.  iv  1,  and  Antiq.  b.  viu.  chap.  in.  sec:.  7 
The  reason  why  these  temples,  and  these  only,  were  10 
have  this  asrenton  an  acclivity,  a-.d  not  by  steps,  is  obvl. 
ou»  that  before  the  invention  of  slair«.  such  as  we  DOW 
IMC  deceni-y  d'uld  not  be  otherwise  provided  f.it  IQ  tl» 
lo.ile  ra-inents  w  hicli  the  priests  w.re.as  llie  law  rel^ultwL 
See  Lainy  of  Ibt  Tnkeruatle  and  Templei  f  ***■ 
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tits  and  may  entreat  him  for  those  they  shall 
want  hereafter;  and  let  them,  by  this  means, 
maintain  a  friendly  correspondence  with  one 
another l.y such  meetingsandfeastings  together 
—for  it  is  a  good  thing  for  those  that  are  of  the 
fame  stock,  and  under  the  same  in-^titution  of 
law-  not  to  be  unac  (iiaii.ted  with  each  othe'; 
which  acquaintance  « ill  be  msintained  by  thos 
conversing  together,  an:l  by  scc.ug  and  talk- 
ing with  one  another,  and  ^o  renewing  the  me- 
morials of  this  union;  for  it  'hey  do  iiM  thus 
converse  together  continUjUy,  they  wiU  ap- 
pear like  mere  strangers  to  one  ai.ither. 

8.  Let  there  be  taken  out  of  you:  fruits  a 
tenth,  besides  that  which  you  have  alloyted  to 
give  to  the  priests  and  Levites.  This  you 
may  indeed  sell  in  the  country,  liut  it  is  to  be 
u^ed  in  those  feasts  and  sacriiices  that  are  to 
be  celebrated  in  the  holy  city :  for  it  is  fit  that 
you  should  enjoy  those  fruits  of  the  earth 
H  hich  God  gives  you  to  possess,  so  as  may  be 
to  the  honour  of  the  donor.  i 

9.  You  are  not  to  offer  sacrifices  out  of  I 
the  hire  of  a  woman  who  is  a  harlot,'  for  the 
Deity  is  not  pleased  with  »ny  thing  that  arises 
from  such  abuses  of  nature;  of  which  sort 
none  can  be  worse  than  this  prostitution  of 
the  body.  In  like  manner  no  one  may  take 
the  price  of  the  covering  of  a  biich,  either  of 
one  that  is  used  in  hunting,  or  in  keeping  of 
sheep,  and  thence  sacrifice  to  God. 

10.  Let  no  one  blaspheme  those  pods  which 
other  cities  esteem  such ;  t  nor  may  any  one 
steal  what  belongs  to  strange  temples,  nortake 
away  the  gifts  that  are  dedic.ited  to  any  god. 

11.  Let  not  any  one  of  you  wear  a  gar- 
ment made  of  woollen  and  linen,  for  that  is 
appointed  to  be  for  the  priests  alone 

12.  When  the  multitude  arc  assembled  to- 
gether unto  the  holy  city  for  sarrifiiing  every 
seventh  vear,  at  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles,  let 
the  high-priest  stand  upon  a  liigh  desk,  whence 
he  mav  be  heard,  and  let  liim   read  the  laws 
to  all  the  people  ;t  and  let  neither  the  women 
nor  the  children  be  hindered   from  bearing, 
no,  nor  the  servants  neither  ;   for  it  is  a  good 
thing  that  those  laws  should  be  engraven  in 
their  souls,  and  preserved  in  their  memories, 
that  so  it  mav  not  be  possible  to  blot  them 
out ;  for  by  this  means  they  will  not  be  guilty 
of  sin,  when  they  cannot  plead  ignorance  of 
what  the  laws  have  enjoined  them.    The  lavs 
al-o  will  have  a  greater  authority  amon-  i  hem 
as   foretelling  what   they   will  suffer  if  they 
break  them :  and  imprinting  in  their  souls  by 

•  Thr  hire  of  public  or  secret  harlots  was  siiTB  lo 
Venus  in  Syria,  as  l.ucian  informs  us,  p.  878;  rniii  a(;a  r.st 
some  such  vile  practice  of  llie  old  idolaters,  this  law 
seems  to  haie  Keen  made 

+  The  Apostolical  Conslilnllons,  b.  ii.  chap.  il»i 
•ecL  31,  expound  this  law  of  Moses  (Exod.  uir  «.. 
"  Thou  Shalt  not  retile  or  blaspheme  the  sods,"  of  ma- 
gistratesi  which  is  a  much  more  probable  elpos!-on 
Uiin  Ihis  of  Jostphos,  of  heathen  ?ods.  as  here,  and 
atainst  \pion.  b.  ii.  sect.  34.  ,  ,    .  j 

J  n  hat  boek  of  Ihe  !««  was  thus  publicly  read,  see 
the  not»on  inu?.  b.  t.  chtf.  t.  lecl.  i>.  and  1  K.d  il. 
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this  bearing  what  tbey  command  them  to  do, 
that  so  there  mav  always  be  .vithin  their  minda 
that  intention  of  tbe  laws  which  they  have  , 
despised  and  broken,  and  have  thereby  been 
the  causes  of  their  own  mischief.  Let  the 
children  also  learn  the  laws,  as  the  first  thing 
they  are  taught,  which  will  be  tbe  best  thiD« 
they  can  be  Uught,  and  will  be  the  cause  ol 
their  future  felicity. 

13    Let   every   one    commemorate    before  , 
God  the   benefits  wb'-h  he   bestowed  upoi» 
them  at  their  deliverance  out  of  the  land  of 
E^ypt,  and  this  twice  every  day,  both  when 
vhe  day  begins,-and  when  the  hour  of  sleep  | 
eom?s  on,  gratitude  being  in  its  own  natur*  . 
a  just  •bing,  and  serving  not  only  by  way  of., 
return  foi  oast,  but  also  by  way  of  inviution  ^ 
of  future  favours.      They  are  also  to  inscrioe 
the  principal   blessings   tbey   bave    received 
from   God  upon  tbeir   doors,  and   show   the 
same  remembrance  of  them  upon  their  arms; 
as  also  thev  arc  to  bear  on  tbtir  forehead  and 
their  arm  those  wonders  which  declare  tbe 
power    of   God,   and  his  good-will   towards 
'  them,  that  Gods  readiness  to  bless  them  may 
appear  everywhere  conspicuous  about  them,  j 
14.   Let  there  be  seven  men  to  jmlge  in 
every  eitv.J  and  these  such  as  have  been  be- 
fore most  zealous  in  tbe  exercise  of  virtue  anU 
righteousness.      Let  every  judge  have  two 
olTicers  allotted  him  out  of  the  tribe  of  Levi. 
Let  those  that  are  chosen  to  judge  in  the  se-^^ 
vcral  cities  be  had  in  great  honour;  and  lek^ 
none  he  permitted  to  revile  any  others  when 
these  are  present,  nor  to  carry  themselves  m 
an  insolent  manner  lo  them;  it  being  natural 
that  reverence  towards  those  in  high  olhces 
among   men  should   procure  men's   fear  and 
reverence  towards  God.   Let  those  that  judge 
he  permitted  to  determine  according  as  they 
think  to  be  right,  unless  any  one  can  show 
that  tbey  have  taken  bribes,  to  the  perversion 
of  justice,  or  can  allege  any  other  accusation 
.gainst  them,  whereby  it  may  appear  that  they 
have  passed  an  unjust  sentence;  for  it  is  not 
fit  that  causes  should  be  openly  detennined 
out  of  regard  to  gain,  or  to  the  dignity  of  the 
suitors,  but  that  the  judges  should  esteem  what 


I  Wlieihrr  these  phylacteries,  and  other  Jewish  me. 

niorlals  of  the  law  here  mentioned  by  Josephus,  and  b} 

>lo5.»  (besides  Ihe  fiinses  on  Ihe  borders  of  their  »«. 

;  ii.enls.  ^  ...nb.  %r.  37),  were  literally  meant  by  God,  I 

,i,„rh  q„-slion.     Ti.a.  11  ey  have  been  lonK.ob:j-r.e..  l.y 

th,-  1-lia.i.ees  and  Rabbinical  Jews,  is  certain;  howeTet. 

11  ,•  Ii:.railes,  who  receive  not  the  unwnllen  tralitions  of 

.1,,  olders.  but  Veep  close  lo  Ihe  wnllen  hiw.  w«h  Je. 

romt  and  Grolius,  Ihink   they  were  not  literally  to  t« 

,uXr^tood;    as  Bernard  and  Reland  here  lake  nonce. 

Nor  indeed  do  I  remember  thai,  ei.her  in  the  ancienler 

booUs  of  Ihe  Old   Testament,  or  in  the  books  «e  call 

ApocrMiha,  there  are  any  sieos  of  such  l>'Xl  <*"  "^ 

lions  appearing  among  the  Jews,  <V"'f  "'l'''  k^'  ^ 

mvslical    sisnilicalion.  ■   e.  the   ""<fl''\['"""'^^ 

and  nhservalion  of  the  la-»»  of  God  by   Moses,  be  In- 

quenllv  inculcated  in  all  toe  sacred  »"»7»-  ,  ^ 

I       ;i   Hire,  as  well   as  elsewhere,  seel.   31.  ot   hll   Ltfc, 

1  sect.   U,  and  of  Ihe  War.  b.  li.  en   «.  sect.   5,  .re  bat 

1  ^i.    iidires  appointed  lor  small  cues,  instead  of '■■•e.:<y 

l!"^  iiillie   m!^ern    R.bbins;   which  modern    Rahbin. 

,  ,re  alw.ys  but  of  Tery  l.tUe  .utbocllj  lu  .«inp»ruio«  < 

1  our  JoMpbii*. 
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is  right  beforr  all  other  things,  otherwise  God 
will  by  ihat  means  be  despised,  and  esteemed 
interior  to  those  the  dread  of  whose  power 
has  occasioned  the  unjust  sentence;  for  jus- 
tiie  is  the  power  of  God.  He,  therefore,  that 
gratities  those  in  great  dignity,  supposes  them 
more  potent  thin  God  himself.  Uut  if  these 
judges  be  unable  to  (Ove  a  just  sentence  about 
the  cansics  that  come  Ijefore  them  (which  ca^e 
is  not  unfrequent  in  human  alTdirs),  let  them 
send  the  cause  undetermined  to  the  holy  city, 
and  there  let  the  hifh-priest,  the  prophet,  and 
the  sanhedrim,  determine  as  it  shall  seem 
good  to  iliem. 

15.  Uui  let  not  a  single  witness  be  credit- 
ed; hut  three,  or  two  at  the  least,  and  those 
such  whose  tesumony  is  conhrmed  by  their 
^ood  lives.  But  let  not  the  testimony  of  wo- 
men be  admitted,  on  account  of  the  levity 
ami  boldness  of  their  sex;*  nor  let  servants 
be  admitted  to  give  testimony,  on  account  of 
the  ignobilitv  of  their  soul;  since  it  is  p.-o- 
bable  that  they  may  not  speak  truth,  either  out 
ol  hope  of  gaiji,  or  fear  of  punishment.  Hut 
if  any  one  he  believed  to  have  borjie  false  wit- 
ness, let  him,  when  he  is  convicted,  sutrcr  all 
the  very  same  punishments  which  he  against 
whom  he  bore  witness  was  to  have  snin'red. 

lU.    If  a  murder  be  committed  in  any  place, 
and  he  that  did  it  be  not  found,  nor  \*  there 
any  suspicion  upon  one  as  if  he  had  hated  the 
man,  and  so  had  killed  him,  let  there  be  a 
very  diligent  inquiry  made  after  the  man,  and 
rewards  proposed  to  any  one  who  will  discover 
him;   but  if  still  no  information  can   be  pro- 
cured, let  the  magistrates  and  senate  of  those 
cities  that  lie  near    the  pla.-e  in   which  the 
murder    was   committed,    assemble   together, 
anil    measure    the    di^tance    from    the    place 
where   the  dead  body  lies;  then  let  the  ma- 
gistrates of  the  nearest  city  thereto  purchase 
a  heifjr,  and  bring  it  to  a  valley,  and  to  a 
place  therein  where  there  is  no  land  ploughed 
or  trees  planted,  and  let  them  cut  the  sinews 
of  the  heifer;  then   the   priests  and    Levites, 
and  the  senate  of  that  city,  shall  take  water 
and  wash   their  hands   over  the  head  of  the 
heifer;    and    they   shall    openly   declare    that 
their  hands  are  innocent  of  this  murder,  and 
that  they  have  neither  done  it  themselves,  nor 
been  assisting  to  any  that  did  it.     They  shall 
also  beseech  God  to  be  merciful  to  them  that 
no  such  horrid  act  may  any  more  be  done  in 
that  land. 

17.  Aristocracy,  and  the  way  of  living  un- 
der it,  is  the  best  constitution :  and  may  you 
never  have  any  inclination  to  any  other  form 
of  government;  and  may  you  always  love 
that  form,  and  have  the  laws  for  your  gover- 


•  I  have  never  observed  elsewhere,  that  in  the  Jewish 
Kovemment,  women  were  not  admitted  os  leKulwitness- 
M  in  courts  of  justiee.  None  of  our  copies  of  the  I  ento- 
teuri  Miy  a  word  of  it.  It  i.  very  protable.  however, 
that  this  WM  the  exposition  of  the  bcnhes  and  1  hara- 
wllkwd  th.  pMClta.  «ra..  Jew.  In  tile  daj-.  of  Jo«H?hus. 


nors  and  govern  aU  your  actions  according 
to  them;  for  you  need  no  supreme  governor 
but  God.  But  if  voii  shall  desiie  a  king,  let 
him  be  one  of  your  own  nation;  let  him  be 
alwavs  careful  of  justice  and  other  virtues 
perpetuallv;  let  him  submit  to  the  laws,  and 
esteem  Gbd  s  commands  to  be  his  h.ghesv 
wisdom;  but  let  him  do  nothing  without  the 
high-priest  and  the  votes  of  the  senators:  let 
him  not  have  a  great  number  ol  wives,  nor 
pursue  after  abundance  of  liches,  r.or  a  mul- 
titude  of  horses,  whereby  he  may  grow  too 
proud  to  submit  to  the  laws.  And  it  he  af- 
fect anv  such  things,  let  him  be  restrained, 
lest  he  become  so  potent  that  his  stale  be  in- 
consistent  with  your  welfare. 

18  Let  it  not  be  esteemed  lawful  to  re- 
move boundaries,  neither  our  own,  nor  of 
those  with  whom  we  are  at  peace.  Have  a 
care  you  do  not  take  those  land-inarks  away 
which  are,  as  it  were,  a  divine  and  un-haken 
limitation  of  rights  made  by  God  hi.nset,  to 
last  for  ever;  since  this  going  beyond  limits 
and  gaining  ground  upon  others,  is  the  occa- 
sion of  wars  and  seditions;  lor  those  that  re- 
move boundaries  are  not  tiir  off  an  attempt 
to  subvert  the  laws.  r   i      i      u 

I'J  He  that  plants  a  piece  of  land,  the 
trees  of  which  produce  fruits  before  the  tourth 
vear  is  not  to  bring  thence  any  hrst-truits  to 
God  nor  is  he  to  make  use  of  tb.a  l.uit  him- 
self  for  it  is  not  produced  in  its  |"oper  sea- 
son'; for  when  nature  has  a  force  put  upon 
her  at  an  unseasonable  time,  the  Iruit  is  not 
proper  for  God,  nor  for  the  master's  use;  but 
let  the  owner  gather  all  that  is  grown  on  the 
fourth  vear,  for  then  it  is  in  its  proper  season; 
and  let'  him  that  has  gathered  it  carry  it  to 
the  holv  citv,  and  spend  that,  together  with 
the  titiie  of  his  other  fruits,  in  feasting  with 
his  friends,  with  the  orphans,  and  the  widows. 
iBut  on  the  tilth  year  the  fruit  is  his  own, 
[  and  he  may  use  it  as  he  pleases. 

20.  You  are  not  to  sow  with  seed  a  piece 
of  land  which   is  planted  with  vines;   for  it 
is  enough  that  it  supply  nourishment  to  that 
plant,  and  be  not  harassed  by  ploughing  also. 
Vou  are  to  plough  your   land  with  oxen,  and 
not  to  oblige  other  animals  to  come  under  the 
same   vokc  with  them,  but   to  till  your  land 
with  those  beasts  that  are  of  the   same  kind 
with  each  other.     The   seeds  are  also   to  be 
pure,   and   without   mixture,   and    not    to   be 
compounded  of  two  or  three  sorts,  since  Na- 
ture docs  not  rejoice  in   the  union  ot  things 
that  are   not  in  their  own  nature  alike:  nor 
are  vou  to  permit  beasts  of  diflferent  kinds  to 
gender   together,  for  there  is   reason   to  fear 
that  this  unnatural    abuse  may   extend  from 
beasts   of  different   kinds   to   men,  though  it 
takes   its^rst  rise  from  evil   practices   about 
such  smaller  things.      Nor  is  any  thing  to  be 
allowed,  by  imitation  whereof  any  degree  ot 
subversion   may  creep   into   the   constitution; 
nor  do  the  laws   neglect  amaU   roatuis,  but 
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provide  that  evert  those  may  be  managed  after 
ail  unbbmealile  manner. 

21.   Let  not  those  that  reap  and  gather  in 
the  corn  that  is  reaped,  pnther  in  the  glean- 
i.-gs  also,    but  let   them  rather   leave   some 
haiidluls  for  those  th.it  are  in  want  of  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life,  that  it  may  be  a  support  and  a 
supplv  to  them,  in  order  to  their  subsistence. 
In  like  manner  when  they  pather  tbeir  griipes, 
et  them  leave  some  smaller  bunches  tur  the 
Door,  and  let  them  pass  bver  some  of  the  fruits 
of  the  olive  trees,  when  they  gather  them,  and 
leave  them  to  be  partaken  of  by  those  that 
have  none  of  their  own  ;    for  the  advantage 
arising  from  the  exact  collection  of  all,  will  not 
be  so  considerable  to  the  owners  as  will  arise 
from    the   gratitude  of  the   poor;    and   Gi>d 
will  provide  that  the  land  shall  more  willing- 
ly produce  what  shall  be  for  the  nourishment 
of  its  fruits,  in  case  vou  do  not  merely  take 
care  of  your  own  advanU^e,  but  have  regard 
to  the  support  of  others  aUo  :   nor  are  you  to 
muzzle  the  months  of  the  oxen    when  they 
tread  the  ears  of  corn  in  the  thrashing-floor; 
for  It  is  not  just  to  restrain  our  lellow-labour- 
iiig  animals,  and  those  that  work  in  order  to 
its  production,  of  this  fruit  of  their  labours: 
nor  are  you  to  prohibit  those  that  pass  by  at 
the  time'  when  vour  fruits  are  ripe  to  touch 
them,  but  to  give  them  leave  to  till  themselves 
full  of  what  you  have;  and  this  whether  they 
be  of  your  own  country  or  strangers, — as  be- 
ing glad  of  the  opportunity  "f  giving  them 
some  part  of  vOur  fruits  when  they  are  ripe  ; 
but  let  it  not  be  esteemed  lawful  for  them  to 
carry  any  away:  nor  let  those  thai  gather  the 
grapes,  and  carry  them  to  the  wine-presses 
restrain  those  whom  they  meet  from  eatin;;  of 
them;  for  it  is  unjust,  out  of  envy,  to  hinder 
those  that  desire  it.  to  partake  of  the  good 
things  that  come  into  the  world  according  to 
Gods  will,  and  this  while  the  .season  is  at  the 
height,  and  is  hastening  away  as  it   pleases 
God.      Nay,  if  some,  out  of  bashiulne-s,  are 
unwilling  to  touch  these  fruits,  lei  them  be 
encouraged  to  take  of  them  (1  mean,  those 
that  are  Israelites)  as  if  they  were  themselves 
the  owners  and  lords,  on  account  ot  the  kin- 
dred there  is  between  them:    nay.  let  them 
desire  men  that  come  from  other  countries,  to 
partake  of  these  tokens  of  friendship  which 
God  has  given   in   tbeir   proper   season;    lor 
that  is  not  to  be  deemed  as  idly  spent,  which 
any  one  out  of  kindness  communicates  to  an- 
other, since  God  bestows  plenty  of  good  things 
on  men,  not  only  for  themselves  to  reap  the  ad- 
cantage,  hut  also  to  give  to  others  in  a  way  ot 
generosity;  and  he  is  desirous,  by  this  means, 
to  make  known  to  others  his  peculiar  kind- 
.less  to  the  people  of  Israel,  and  liow  freely 
he  communicates  happiness  to   tlujm.   while 
they   abundantly   communicate   ouT  of   their 
great  supertluities  to   even    these    foreigners 
also.      But  for  him  that  act--  contran  to  this 
law  let  him  be  beaten  with  foriy  slripas,  save 


lone,'  by  the  public  executioner;  let  him  un- 
Idergo  this  punishment,  which  is  a  most  ig-io- 
I  minious  one  for  a  free  man,  and  this  because 
he  was  such  a  slave  to  gain  as  to  lay  a  blot 
upon  his  own  dignity;  for  it  is  proper  lor 
you  who  have  had  the  experience  oi  the  afflic- 
tions in  Egypt,  and  of  tho-e  in  the  wilder- 
nes8,  to  make  provision  for  those  that  are  in 
the  like  circumstances}  and  while  you  have 
now  obtained  plenty  yourselves,  throujih  the 
mercv  and  providence  of  God,  to  distribute 
of  the  same  plenty,  by  the  like  sympathy,  to 
such  as  stand  in  need  of  it. 

2-2.  Besides  those  two  tithes,  which  I  have 
already  said  you  are   to   pay   ever>  year,  the 
one  for  the  Levites.  the  other  fur  the  le.tivals, 
you  are  to  bring  every  third  year  a  tithe  to 
be   distributed   to  those  that  want  ;t   to  wo- 
men also  that  are  widows,  and  to  children  th.it 
are  orphans.    But  as  to  the  ripe  fruits, let  thcin 
carry  that  which  is  ripe  first  of  all  into  the 
temple;  and  when  the\  have  blessed  Ciod  t..r 
that  land  «hich  bare  them,  and  which  he  had 
given  them  for  a  possession,  "hen  they  have 
also  offered  those  sacrifices  which  the  law  has 
commanded  them  to  bring,  let  them  gi>e  thi, 
I  first-fruits  to  the  priests.     But  when  an)  one 
I  hath  done  this,  and  hath  brought  the  tube  of 
I  all  that  he  hath,  together  with  those  first-fruits 
!  ihat  are  for  the  Levites,  and  for  the  lesiivals, 
;  and   when  he  is  about  to  go  home,  let   him 
staid  before  the  holy  house,  and  return  thanks 
to  God,  that  he  hath  delivered  them  from  the 
injurious  treatment  they  had  in   Eg.ypt,  ai.d 
I  hath  given  them  a  good  land,  and  a  large,  and 
'  lets  them  enjoy  the  fruits  tbeieof;  and  «hen 
I  he  haih  opvniv  testified  that  he  hath  full)  paid 
1  the  tithes  [and  other  dues]  according  to  the 
'  laws  of  iloscs,  let  him  entreat  God  that  be 
1  will  be  ever  merciful  and  gracious  to  him  j 
jaiid  continue  so  to  be  to  all   the  Hebrews, 
!  iioth  by  preserving  the  good  things  which  he 
I  hath  already  given  them,  and  by  ailding  «hat 
it  is  still  in  his  power  to  bestow  upon  them. 

23.  Let  the  Hebrews  marry,  at  the  age  lit 
for  it,  virgins  that  are  free,  and  born  of  good 
parents.  And  he  that  does  not  marry  a  virgin, 
let  him  not  corrupt  another  man's  wife,  and 
marry  her,  nor  grieve  her  former  hii.-band: 
nor  let  free  men  marry  slaves,  ultbovigh  their 
aifections  should  strongly  bias  any  of  them  so 
to  do;  for  it  is  decent,  and  for  the  dignii)  of 
the  jiersons  themselves,  to  govern  those  ibtir 
alfLCtious.  And  farther,  no  one  ought  to  m;u-ry 
a  harlot,  whose  matrimonial  oblations,  aris- 
ing from  the  prostitution  of  her  body.  God 
will  not  receive;  for  by  these  means  the  dis- 


•  Tliis  penalty  of  ••  fnrtv  stripes,  save  one."  Kere  men- 
lioned.  and  s«-cl.  Zi.  W15  five  nmes  indicted  un  St.  1  iial 
l.im>rir  tv  th.-  .Ie«s.  -2  Cor.  li.  ii. 

+  Jusephns-s  plain  .ind  express  fnterprTlation  of  tins 
law  of  Moses.  Deul  xiv  aavj;  ixvi.  12,  Sir  that  The 
,lf«s  were  honrrt  e»erj  thirti  je,tr  lo  pav  ihre-  lilhes; 
Ihat  !.•  Ilie  Leti'es.  ihat  for  s.i.  riliees  al  Jeruvilem,  ai.<l 
ti,i<  lor  ihe  indiirenl.  Ilie  widow,  and  the  orphans.  « 
ii.lS  c  nliimed  bv  'he  practice  ul  eo>.J  old  Tobit.  'ven 
«hen  he  was  a  captive  in  Auyiia,  »gainlt  tiM  Oljmioni  oi 
tlir  RaWiilu.  Tobil,  i.  ^  7, 8. 
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positions  of  the  children  will  be  liberal  and 
virtuo:is;  I  maan,  when  they  are  not  born  ot 
ba-c  parents,  and  of  the  lustful  conjunction  of 
such  as  marry  women  that  are  not  tree.  It 
any  one  has  lieen  espoused  to  a  woman  as  to 
a  virgin,  and  does  not  afterward  find  her  so 
to  lie,  Kt  him  bring  his  action,  and  accuse 
her,  and  let  him  make  use  of  such  indications ' 
to  priive  his  accusation  as  he  is  furnished 
with  d;  and  let  the  father  or  the  brother  of  the 
damsel,  or  some  one  that  is  after  them  nearest 
of  kin  to  her,  defend  her.  If  the  damsel  oli- 
tuia  a  sentence  in  her  favour,  that  she  bad  not 
been  Ruiltv,  let  her  live  with  her  husband 
th  it  accused  her;  and  let  him  not  have  any 
farther  power  at  all  to  put  her  away,  unless 
she  pive  him  very  great  occasions  of  suspicion, 
and  such  as  can  be  no  way  contradicted ;  but 
for  him  that  brings  an  accusation  and  caluinny 
against  his  wife  in  an  impudent  and  rash  niau- 
ner,  let  him  be  punished  by  receiving  forty 
stripes  -iave  one,  and  let  him  pay  lifty  shekel> 
to  her  fither:  but  if  the  damsel  be  convicted, 
as  having  been  corrupted,  and  is  one  of  tlie 
common  people,  let  her  be  stoned,  because 
she  did  not  (ireserve  her  virginity  till  she  were 
lawfully  married;  but  if  she  were  the  daugh- 
ter of  a  priest,  let  her  be  burnt  alive.  If  any 
one  has  tivo  wives,  and  if  he  greatly  respect 
ami  be  kind  to  one  of  them,  either  out  of  bis 
atfectloii  to  her,  or  for  her  beauty,  or  for  some^ 
other  reason,  while  the  other  is  of  less  esteem 
with  blm;  and  if  the  son  uf  her  that  is  beloved 
be  the  younger  by  birth  than  another  born 
of  the  other  wife,  but  endeavours  to  obtain 
the  right  of  primogeniture  from  his  father's 
kindness  to  his  mother,  and  would  thereby 
obtain  a  double  portion  of  his  father's  sub- 
stance, f.-ir  thai  double  portion  is  what  I  have 
allotted  him  in  the  laws, — let  not  this  be  per- 
mitted; for  it  is  unjust  that  he  who  is  the  elder 
by  liirth  shoubl  be  deprived  of  what  is  due 
to  him,  on  the  father's  disposition  of  his  estate, 
because  his  mother  was  not  equally  regarded 
by  him.  He  that  hath  corrupted  a  damsel 
espoused  to  another  man,  in  case  he  had  her 
consent,  let  both  him  and  her  be  put  to  death, 
for  they  are  both  equally  guilty ;  the  man,  be- 
cause lie  persuaded  the  woman  willingly  to 
submit  to  a  most  impure  action,  and  to  preler 
it  to  lawful  wedlock;  the  woman,  because  she 
was  persuaded  to  yield  herself  to  be  corrupteil, 
cither  for  pleiisure  or  for  gain,  llriiiever, 
if  a  rn.m  light  on  a  woman  when  she  is  alone, 
and  forces  her,  where  nobody  was  present  to 

•  These  t.tisen3  of  virginily.  a*  the  Helirew  and  Sep- 
tuaijilit  sl>Ie  lliem,  Deiil  xxii.  15.  17.  M.  teem  to  me 
very  ililFeient  Irotn  what  our  Ijter  iiueriifters  ftoiu"^'"" 
T'lev  aiipeiir  rather  to  have  lieeii  such  close  liueii  ear- 
ineois  as  were  uever  put  oft  virgins,  after  a  cerium  ase, 
till  they  were  married.  l)lU  tief.Jre  witnesses,  .intl  whir.li, 
white  ihey  were  entire,  were  ce-taiti  evidenees  ul  suen 
Vir^iinity  See  these,  Antiq.  U. -.li.  chap.  viii.  sect.  1; 
2  ^jin.  xiii.  i;l;  Isa,  vi.  I.  Josephus  here  determines 
nothing  whcit  were  these  particuliir  loken  •  of  virpiui'y 
or  of  corruption  :  perhaps  be  thou^lu  he  could  not  eas;ly 
describe  tliein  to  liie  he«tliens.  wilhoul  sayin-^  ivliiit  tliey 
mi'.jlu  have  thought  a  hrearlt  of  modesty;  which  seem- 
ing bieacb  of  modesty  laws  cannot  always  wholly  avoid. 


come  to  her  assistance,  let  him  only  be  put 
to  death.  Let  him  that  bath  corrupted  a 
virgin  not  yet  espoused,  marry  her;  but  it  the 
father  of  the  damsel  be  not  willing  that  she 
should  be  his  wife,  let  hini  pay  txlty  shekels 
as  the  price  of  her  prostitution.  Ue  that  de- 
sires to  be  divorced  from  his  wife  for  any  eauset 
whatsoever  (and  many  such  causes  happen 
among  men),  let  him  in  writing  give  assurance 
that  be  will  never  use  her  as  his  wife  any  more; 
for  by  this  means  she  may  be  at  liberty  to 
marry  another  husband,  although  before  this 
bill  of  divorce  be  given,  she  is  not  to  be  per- 
mitted so  to  do;  but  if  she  be  misused  by  hiia 
also,  or  if,  when  he  is  dead,  her  lirst  husband 
would  marry  her  again,  it  shall  not  be  lawful 
for  her  to  return  to  liini.  If  a  wmnau's  hus- 
band die,  and  leave  her  without  cbildien,  let 
bis  brother  marry  her;  and  let  him  call  the 
son  that  is  born  to  him  by  bis  brother's  name, 
and  educate  biui  as  the  heir  of  his  inberitanee; 
fur  this  procedure  will  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public,  because  thereby  families  will  not 
fill,  and  the  estate  will  continue  among  the 
kindred;  and  this  will  be  for  the  solace  of 
wiies  under  their  alhictiun,  that  they  arc  to 
be  married  to  the  next  relations  of  their  for. 
mer  husbands;  but  if  the  brother  will  not 
marry  her,  let  the  woman  come  before  the  se- 
nate, and  protest  opeidy  that  this  brother  will 
not  adii  it  her  for  his  wife,  but  will  injure 
the  memory  of  his  deceased  brother,  «h:le  she 
is  willing  to  continue  in  the  family,  and  to 
bear  him  children;  and  when  the  senate  have 
inquired  of  Imn  for  what  reason  it  is  that  he 
is  averse  to  this  marriage,  whether  he  gives  tt 
Itaii  or  agood  reiLson,  the  matter  must  come  to 
this  issue.  That  the  woman  shall  loose  the  san- 
dals of  the  brother,  and  shall  spit  in  his  face, 
.Old  say,  Ue  deserves  this  reproachful  treat- 
ment from  her,  as  having  injured  the  mitmory 
uf  the  deceased;  —  and  then  let  him  go  away 
out  of  ibe  scn.ite,  and  bear  this  reproach  iqion 
him  all  his  life  long;  and  let  her  marry  to  whom 
slie  pleases,  of  such  as  seek  her  iii  marriage. 
But  now,  if  any  man  take  captive,  either  a  vir- 
gin, or  one  that  hath  been  married,  J  and  has  a 
mind  to  marry  her,  let  him  not  be  allowetl  to 
bring  her  to  bed  to  him,  nr  to  live  with  her 
as  his  wife,  before  she  hath  her  head  shaven, 
anil  hath  put  on  her  mourning  habit,  and 
lamented  her  relations  and  friemls  that  were 
slain  in  the  battle,  that  by  this  means  she  may 
give  vent  to  her  sorroa'  for  them,  and  after 
that  may  betake  herself  to  fe^istiiig  and  matri- 
mniiy;  for  it  is  good  for  hiin  that  takes  a 
woman,  in  order  to  have  children  by  her,  to  be 
complaisant  to  her  inclinations,  and  not  merely 
to    pursue  his  own  pleasure,    while  he  hath 

+  These  words  of  Josephus  are  very  like  those  of  the 
Pharisees  to  our  fsaviour  upon  this  very  subject.  Mall. 
\ix  3.  ■■  Is  il  lawful  for  a  man  to  put  away  his  wile  for 
every  cause  ?" 

t  llire  It  is  supposed  that  this  captive's  husband,  if 
<!ie  were  before  a  married  woman,  was  dead  bel.ire,  or 
TLitiier  waN  shun  in  ttiis  very  t^-.tttle;  otherwise  it  would 
have  been  adultery  in  hiiu  that  ruarried  her.    "  ■'  ■  .  -•■ 
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no  recianl  to  what  i'i  at-reeable  to  her ;  but 
when  Ihirtv  days  are  past,  as  the  time  of 
mouniinij,  for  so  many  are  sufficient  to  pru- 
dent persons  for  lamenting  the  dearest  friends, 
then  let  them  proceed  to  the  marriage;  but 
in  case,  wher.  he  hatii  satisfied  his  lust,  he  lie 
too  proud  to  retain  her  for  his  wife,  let  him 
not  have  it  in  his  power  to  make  her  a  slave, 
but  let  her  go  away  whither  she  pleases,  and 
have  that  privilege  of  a  free  woman. 

24.  As  to  those  young  men  that  despise 
their  parents,  and  do  not  pay  them  honour, 
hut  offer  them  affronts,  either  because  they 
are  ashamed  of  them,  or  think  themselves 
wiser  than  they, — in  the  first  place  let  their 


tvindemn  to  die,  upon  any  account  whatw- 
ever.  Let  our  enemies  that  fall  in  battle  he 
ilso  buried,  nor  let  any  one  dead  body  lie 
.ihove  the  ground,  or  suffer  a  punishment  b«- 
voiid  what  justice  requires. 

■25.  Let  no  one  lend  to  any  one  of  tbe  He- 
brews upon  usury,  neither  usury  of  what  is 
eaten  or  what  is  drunken;  for  it  is  not  just  to 
rn.ike  advantage  of  the  misfortunes  of  one  of 
thv  own  countrymen  :  but  when  thou  bast 
been  assistant  to  his  necessities,  tbink  it  thy 
irain,  if  thou  obtainest  their  g:ratitudc  to  thee; 
^nd  withal  that  reward  which  will  come  to 
ihrc  from  God,  for  thy  humanity  towards  him. 

20.   Those  who  have  borrowed  either  silver 


wiser  than  thev,— in  the  first  place  let  tneir  --o.  *  ""^%""".  "•"'%""',  "V;",-.,! 
parents  admonish  them  in  words  (for  they  are  or  any  sort  of  fru.  s,  whether  dr)^  or  «et  (I 
bv  nature  of  authoritv  sufficient  for  becoming  mean  this,  when  the  Jewish  affairs  shall,  by 
their  judges)  and  let' them  sav  thus  to  them:  ;  the  blessing  of  God,  be  to  their  own  mind)  let 
-That  thev  cohabited  together,  not  for  the  the  borrowers  bring  them  again,  and  restore 
sake  of  pleasure,  nor  for  the  augmentation  of  them  with  pleasure  to  those  who  lent  them; 
riefr  r  ches.  by  joining  both  their  stocks  to-  \  laying  them  up  a-s  it  were,  in  their  own  trea- 
get  e,  but  that  thev  might  have  children,  |  suries,  and  justly  expecti.ig  to  receive  them 
fo  ake  care  of  them  in  their  old  age,  and  ,  thence,  if  they  shall  want  them  again ;  hut  if 
might  bvthem  have  what  thev  then  should  I  they  he  without  shame  anddonot  restore  it,  let 
waft  ;-and  s«-  farther  to  him,'-  That  when    not  the  lender  go  to  the.borrowers  house,  and 


thou  H  ast  born',  we  took  thee  up  with  gladness, 
and  gave  God  the  greatest  thanks  for  thee, 
and   brought  thee   np  with   great   care,  and 


take  a  pledge  himself,  before  judgment  lie 
eivcn  concerning  it ;  but  let  him  require  the 
niedge,  and  let  the  debtor  bring  it  ot  himself. 


and  brought  thee  np  with  great  care,  ana  meuKc.  a.iii  .c.,  luc  ^^^.«.  „....e -- -•  -  - 
pared  fornothing  that  appeared  useful  for  ^^■'^^ouithe\e.sto,,o.n,ouJ.^^^^ 
thv  preservation,  and  for  thy  instruction  in  noon  b,m  under  the  protection  of  he  law  , 
what  was  most  ;xcellent ;  ami  now,  since  itL.nd  if  be  that  gave  the  pledge  bench,  let  the 
u'r^lrahrto  f"p^•e  th^  sins  of  those  t^nt  Creditor  retain  ,,  tUl  what  h^,^be  paid 
are  young,  let  it  suffice  thee  to  have  given  so  ;  again;  but  if  he  be  poor,  '"  '  ™  /'^f,  J''''" 
many  indications  of  thy  contempt  of  us;-  U  return  >»  b'-f'-^V^  ^hl "ferment  bat  he 
reform  thyself,  and  act  more  wiselv  for  the  especially  if  the  pledge  be  a  garment  tha  the 
fme™o  come  considering  that  Go'd  is  dis-  flebtor  may  have. t  tor  a  covering  m  his  sleep 
lime  lu  lu  B  .„„..,„!c    lind  h  mse  f  naturallv  showing  mercy  to  thi 


pleased  with  those  that  are  insolent  towards 
their  parents,  because  he  is  himself  the  Father 
of  the  whole  race  of  mankind,  and  seems  to 
bear  part  of  that  dishonour  which  falls  upon 


God  himself  naturally  showing  mercy  to  the 
noor.  It  is  also  not  lawful  to  take  a  miU-stone, 
nor  any  utensil  thereto  belonging,  for  a  pledge, 
tnat  the  debtors  may  not  be  deprived  of  instru- 


bear  part  of  that  dishonour  which  tails  upon  mav  lue  ueu.u.»  ...«,  ..^v  .,.^.  -,..-..  -•■•-■. 
those  that  have  the  same  name,  when  they  do  I  ments  to  get  their  tood  wuhal.  and  lest  they 
not  meet  with  due  returns  from  their  chil- 1  je  undone  by  their  necessity, 
dren-  and  on  such  the  law  inflicts  inexorable  27.  Let  death  be  the  punishment  for  steal- 
pinUhmentTof  which  punishment  mayst  thou  .ng  a  nnan  ;•  but  he  that  hath  P-lome  fro  f 
never  have  the  experience !"  Now  if  the  in-  or  silver,  let  him  pay  double.  If  an)  one  kill 
soTenceof  voung  m'Tbe  thus  cured,  let  them  a  man  that  is  stealing  something  out  of  his 
™the-re^oa™h  which  their  former  errors  ,  house,  let  him  be  esteemed  guiltless,  al  hough 
d«e?ved  for  bv  this  means  the  lawgiver  wiil  the  man  were  only  Dreaking  m  at  the  wall.  Le 
appear  to  be  good,  and  parents  happy,  while  !  Mm  that  hath  stolen  cattle  pay  ^""^0  d  -ha' 
they  never  behold  either  a  son  or  a  daughter  is  lost,  excepting  the  case  of  an  ox,  for  which 
brought  to  punishment ;  but  if  it  happen  that  let  the  thief  pay  fivefold.  Let  h.m  that  ■  o 
these'wordsand  instructions,  conveyed  by  them  poor  that  be  cannot  P^y;;-^2l}^ ^l^i 
in  order  to  reclaim  the  man,  appear  to  he  use-  upon  h.m,  be  his  servant  to  whom  he  wa.  ad- 
less  then  the  offender  renders  the  laws  impla-   judged  to  pay  It. 

cable  ene.nies  to  the  insolence  he  has  offered  28.  If  any  one  he  sold  to  one  of  his  o«n 
hU  parents;  let  him  therefore  be  brought  nation,  let  him  serve  h.m  s.x  >«=.-,  and  on 
forth-  by  these  very  parents,  out  of  the  city,  the  seventh  let  him  go  free.  But  .t  be  hav^e 
with  a  n  u  ti^ude  following  him,  and  there  let  ;  a  son  by  a  woman-servant  in  his  P-rcba.er  . 
bim  be  stoned;  and  when  he  has  continued  nonse,  and  .f,  on  account  of  h.s  pood-will  to 
thTreforone  wWdav,  that  all  the  people  '  ms  master,  and  his  natural  affection  to  n.  wile 
mav  see  hZ  let  him  be  buried  in  the  night;  and  children  he  will  be  his  servan  s.,11  .e 
may  see  uiiii,  .ct  .    _  .i._  i ,i,n  h.  spt  frpp  on  v  at  tbe  cominc  01  tbe  year 


luav    ate     uiii>,    ■•-  •■    —• —    —    -.-,-.-  , 

and  thus  it  "ui  that  we  bury  all  whom  the  laws 

•  Sre  Hfrod  the  Great  iasistini:  nn  the  eifCut^oTi  of 
this  law,  wilh  teU'.inn  lo  l»o  •fla"  own  sons.  lK:(jri:  11. c 
ludjcJ  at  Bcrjlui,  Antiq.  b.  Iti.  cU.  xi.  »r<-.I-  i 


.>im  he  set  free  only  at  tbe  coming  of  tbe  year 
of  jubilee,  which  is  the  fiftieth  year,  anil  ict 
mm  then  take  away  with  him  nis  cbildienand 
wife,  and  let  thera.be  free  also. 
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■.•9.  If  ail)  o.w  linrt  go'.<l  or  MUer  on  the 
roail,  let  hii'n  iii<iJirc  alti-r  hun  that  lost  it, 
and  make  prod-iiuitioii  ot  the  place  where  he 
found  it,  and  then  restore  it  to  hiiii  again,  ai 
not  thinking  it  right  to  make  his  own  proiit ; 
by  the  loss  ol  another.  And  the  same  rule 
U  to  be  observed  in  cattle  found  to  have 
wandered  away  into  a  lonely  place.  If  the 
owner  be  not  presently  discovered,  let  him 
that  is  the  tinder  keep  it  with  biuisell,  and 
appeal  to  God  that  he  has  not  purloined  what 
belongs  to  another. 

30.  It  is  not  lawful  to  pass  by  any  beast 
that  is  in  distress,  when  in  a  storm  tt  is  fallen 
down  in  the  mire,  but  to  endeavour  to  preserve 
it   as  having  a  sympathy  with  it  in  its  pain. 

31.  It  is  also  a  duty  to  show  the  ro.ids  to 
those  who  do  not  know  them,  and  not  to  esteem 
it  a  matter  for  sport,  when  we  hinder  others 
advantages,  by  setting  them  in  a  wrong  way. 

32.  In  like  manner,  let  no  one  revile  a 
person  blind  or  dumb. 

33     If  men  strive  together,  and  there  be  no 
ii.slrument  of  iron,  let  him  that  is  smitten  be 
avenged   immediately,   by  inflicting  the  same 
pumshment  on  hiin  that  smote  him  :  but  li 
tthen   he   is  ciirrie.l   home  be  lie  suk  many 
dais    and  then  die,  let  him  that  smote  him 
e-rape  punishment;  but  if  he  that  is  smitten 
e-e..pe  death,  and  yet  be  at  great  expense  lor 
bis  cure    the  smiter  shall  pay  for  all  that  has 
been  expended  during  the  time  of  his  sickness, 
and  for  all  that  he  ha*  paid  the  physician.   He 
that  kicks  a  woman  with  child,  so  that  the  wo- 
man miscarrv,  '  let  him   pay  a  tine  in  money, 
as  the  judges  shall  determine,  as  having  dimin- 
ished the  multitude  by  the  destruction  of  what 
was  in  her  womb;  and  let  money  also  lie  given 
the  woman's  husbmd  by  him  that  kicked  her; 
but  if  she  die  of  the  stroke,  let  him  also  be 
put  to  death,  the  law  judging  it  equitable  that 
life  should  go  for  life. 

34.  Let  no  one  of  the  Israelites  keep  any 
poisont  that  may  cause  death,  or  any  other 
barm;  but  if  he  be  caught  with  it,  let  him 
be  put  to  death,  and  sutfer  the  very  same  mis- 
chief that  he  would  have  brought  upon  them 
for  whom  the  poison  was  prepared. 

.35.   He  that  maimeth  any  one,  \et  him  un- 

•  dergo  the  like  himself,  and  be  deprived  of  the 

name  member  of  which  he  hath  deprived  the 

ether,  unless  he  that  is  muimed  will  accept  of 


.  Piiilo  »i>d  othtrs  apptir  to  have  nnJerttO'jH  this  law 
rr.^od  XXI.  ii.  -23)  betlcr  lliao  Josephus.  who  sftinj  lu 
allow,  Uuit  though  the  infant  in  thr  mothe.V  womb. 
e«t,i  after  Uie  mutliei  wre  quiet.  «nd  to  the  infant  had 
a  rational  joul.  «erf  k.llrf  by  Iht  slrolf  upon  th«  mo- 
ther vet  if  the  mother  f«cap«.l.  the  jHfoder  si.oulJ  only 
tie  trjti  onJ  not  put  to  death;  while  the  law  Jeems 
rather  to  mean,  thai  if  the  infant  in  tliat  ease  oe  ki.led, 
thoash  the  mother  eKape,  the  offender  must  be  put  to 
4e.th-  and  not  onlv  when  Ihe  mother  is  killed,  as  Jo- 
„pho.  unders<o..d  it.  It  iMin«  tbis  was  the  eipusition 
of  ,h„  Pti.iriwes  in  the  dais  ot  Jos.-vhut 

+  Wh.t  we  r.-ndir  a  wU:h.  acc..r,iins  to  out  modem 
notion,  of  w,let»-ralt.  I-I.rf  i»i..  1-.  Hh.lo  and  Jo«-phns 
ander«o.«l  of  a  p..i«>ner.  or  unewl,  .  altempled.  by  secret 
«.d  unlawful  drusi  or  philtra.  to  late  away  the  seilKS  or 
|h«  livef  of  Bva 


money  instead  of  it;t  for  the  law  makes  the 
sulferer  the  judge  ol  the  value  ot  what  he 
hath  suffered,  and  permits  him  to  estimate  it, 
unless  he  will  be  more  severe. 

3fi.   Let  hiin  that  is  the  owner  of  an  ox 
which  pusheth  with  his  horn,  kill  hun:  but  if 
he  pushes  and  gores  any  one  in  the  thrasbing- 
rioor,  let  him  be  put  to  death  by  stoning,  and 
let  him  not  be  thought  fit  for  food:   but  if 
his  owner  he  convicted  as  hanng  known  what 
his  nature  was.  and  hath  not  kept  him  up,  let 
him  also  be  put  to  death,  as  being  the  occa- 
sion  of  the  oxs  having  killed  a  man.     but  it 
the  ox  have  killed  a  man-servant,  or  a  maid- 
servant, let  him  be  stoned;  and  let  the  owner 
of  the  ox  pay  thirtv  shekels  §  to  the  mast«r 
of   him  that  was  slain:    but  if  it  he  an  ox 
that  is  thus  smitten  and  killed,  let  bolh  the 
oxen    that  which  smote  the  other  and  that 
which  was  killed,  be  sold,  and  let  the  owners 
of  them  divide  their  price  between  them. 

37.  Let  those  that  dig  a  well  or  a  pit,  be 
careful  to  lay  planks  over  them,  and  so  keep 
them  shut  «p,  not  in  order  to  hinder  ans  per- 
sons from  drawing  water,  but  that  there  may 
•je  no  danger  of  falling  into  them:  but  if  any 
one's  beast  fall  into  such  a  well  or  pit  thus 
digged  and  not  shut  up.  and  perish,  let  the 
owner  pav  its  price  to  the  owner  of  the  beast 
Let  theri  be  a  b.itt\cment  round  the  tops  ot 
vour  houses  instead  of  a  wall,  that  may  prevent 
kny  person?  from  rolling  down  and  perishing. 

38.    Let  him  that  has  received  any  thing  in 
trust  for  another,  take  care  to  keep  it  as  a  sa- 
cred and  divin#  thing;  and  let  no  one  invent 
anv  contrivance,  whereby  to  deprive  him  that 
hath  intrusted  it  with  him  of  the  same,  and 
this  whether  he  be  a  man  or  a  woman ;  no, 
I  not  although  he  or  she  were  to  gain  an  im- 
mense sum  of  gold,  and  this  where  he  cannot 
be  conricted  of  it  by  any  body ;  for  it  is  fit 
that  a  man's  own  conscience,  which  knows 
what  he  hath,  should,  in  all  cises,  oblige  hit* 
to  do  welL     Let  this  conscience  be  his  wit- 
ness, and  make  him  always  act  so  as  may  pro- 
cure him  commendation  from  others;  but  let 
him  chieflv  have  regard  to  God,  from  whom 
no  wicked'  man  can  lie  concealed:  but  if  he 
in  whom  the  trust  was  reposed,  without  any 
deceit  of  his  own,  lose  what  he  was  intrusted 
withal  let  him  come  before  the  seven  judges, 
and  swear  by  God  that  nothing  bath  been  lost 
willingly,   or  with  a  wicked  intention,   and 
that  he  oath  not  made  use  of  any  part  thereof, 
and  so  let  him  depart  without  blame  ;  but  it 
he  hath  made  use  of  the  least  part  of  what 
[  was  committed  to  him,  and  it  be  lost,  let  him 
oe  condemned  to  repay  all  that  he  had  re- 
ceived.     After  the  same  manner  as  in  these 


t  This  permission  ofrtJeemin?  this  penalty  with  mo- 
ney is  not  in  our  eopies,  Exod.  xxi.  24,  2o:  Lev.  xxiv. 

*"i  We"!;,ry''heti-no.e.  that  thirl,  shekels  t\»  P""""? 
Saviour  «ai  sold  for  by  J-..das  to  the  Jew^  M«'';>'»^ 
l*  and  xxTii.  3.  was  Ihe  old  value  of  a  bought  aetrallt 
or  aUTe  anion;  tlial  people.  -    _   .    - 
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trusts,  it  is  to  be,  if  any  one  defraud  thu^^e 
tnat  undergo  bodily  labour  for  bim.  And  let 
it  be  »l'.va)s  remembered,  tbat  we  are  not  to 
defraiwi  a  poor  man  of  bis  wages;  as  beine 
sensible  tbat  God  bas  allotted  these  wages  to 
bim  instead  of  land  and  other  possessions; 
ndV,  this  paymLTit  is  not  at  all  to  be  delayed, 
but  to  be  made  that  very  day,  since  God  is 
not  willing  to  deprive  the  labourer  of  the  im- 
mediate use  of  x^bat  he  bath  laboured  for. 

39.  You  are  not  to  punish  children  tor  the 
faults  of  their  parents,  but  on  account  of  their 
own  virtue  rather  to  vouchsafe  them  commise- 
ration, because  they  were  born  of  wicked  pa- 
rents, than  hatred,  because  they  were  bom  of 
bud  ones:  nor  indeed  ou^ht  we  to  impute  the 
sin  of  children  to  their  fathers,  while  young 
persons  inriul^re  themselves  in  many  practices 
different  from  what  they  have  been  instructed 
in,  and  thid  by  their  proud  refubal  of  such  in- 
struction. 

40.  Let  those  that  have  made  themselves 
eunuchs  be  bad  in  detestation;  and  do  you 
avoid  any  conversation  with  them  who  have 
deprived  themselves  of  their  manhood,  and  of 
tbat  fruit  of  generation  which  God  has  given 
to  men  for  the  increase  of  their  kind:  let  such 
be  driven  away,  as  if  they  had  killed  their 
children,  since  they  beforehahd  have  lost  what 
should  procure  them;  for  evident  it  is,  that 
ubile  their  soul  is  become  effeminate,  they 
h;ive  xWthal  transfused  that  cfTeminacy  to  their 
body  also.  In  like  manner  do  you  treat  all 
that  is  of  a  monstrous  nature  when  it  is  looked 
on;  nor  h  it  lawful  to  geld  n«n  or  any  other 
animals.* 

41.  Let  this  be  the  constitution  of  your 
political  laws  in  time  of  peace,  and  God  will 
bo  so  merciful  as  to  preserve  this  excellent  set- 
tlement free  from  disturbance:  and  may  that 
time  ne^  er  come  which  may  innovate  any 
thing,  and  change  it  for  the  contrary.  Cut 
since  it  must  needs  happen  tbat  mankind  fall 
into  troubles  and  dangers,  either  undesigned- 
ly or  intentionally,  come  let  us  make  a  few 
constitutions  concerning  them,  that  so  being 
apprized  beforehand  what  ought  to  be  done, 
you  may  have  salutary  counsels  ready  when 
you  want  them,  and  may  not  then  be  obliged 
to  go  to  seek  v.bat  is  to  be  done,  and  so  be 
unprovided,  and  fall  into  dangerous  circum- 
stances. May  you  be  a  laborious  people,  and 
exercise  your  souls  in  virtuous  actions,  and 
thereby  possess  and  inherit  the  land  without 
wars;  while  neither  any  foreigners  make  war 
upon  it,  and  so  afflict  yon,  nor  any  internal 
sedition  seize  upon  it.  whereby  you  may  do 
things  tbat  are  contrary  to  your  fulber*,  and 
so  lose  the  laws  whiih  they  have  established: 
and  way  you  continue  in  the  observation  of 

•  Thia  law  ai^ainst  (-aslrvlion.  fxrn  of  bnitifS,  n  said 
to  he  ko  h^'oroiis  els««hrrr.  as  to  inflicl  dcaih  on  him 
Ihatdorail;  whifh  >rffn' t'nU  a  I'h^n-aical  i Bterprirt;»- 
ticD  in  the  days  uf  Jovphiia  of  itijt  ).\\v,  l^v  sxi  iO 
ODd  sxii.  2*:  onI>  we  ma>  hrnre  ohsrrvc.  ttial  Ihe  Jews 
cuuld  ihen  havp  no  ox«eu  wbicU  are  gcll,  but  only  buiU 


those  laws  which  God  hath  approved  of,  and 
bath  delivered  to  you.  Let  all  sort  of  war- 
like operations,  whether  they  befall  yon  now 
in  your  own  time,  or  hereafter  in  the  times  of 
your  posterity,  \ie  done  out  of  your  own  bor- 
ders ;  but  when  you  are  about  to  go  to  war, 
>*nd  ambass^ges  and  heralds  to  those  who  are 
yonr  voluntary  enemies,  for  it  is  a  riebt  thing 
to  make  use  of  words  to  them  beiore  you 
rome  to  your  weapons  of  war ;  and  assure 
them  thereby,  that  although  you  have  a  nu^ 
merous  army,  with  horses  and  weapons,  and, 
above  these,  a  God  merciful  to  you,  and  ready 
to  assist  you,  you  do  however  desire  them  not 
to  compel  you  to  fight  against  them,  nor  to 
take  from  them  what  they  have,  which  will 
indeed  be  our  gain,  but  what  they  will  have 
no  reason  to  wish  we  should  t  ike  to  ourselves; 
and  if  they  hearken  to  \ou.  it  will  be  proper 
for  you  to  keep  peace  with  ibem;  but  if  they 
trust  in  their  own  strength  as  superior  to 
yours,  and  will  not  do  you  justice,  lead  your 
army  against  them,  making  use  of  God  as  your 
supreme  commander,  but  ordaining  for  a  lieu- 
tenant under  him,  one  that  is  of  the  greatest 
courage  aaiong  you  ;  for  these  ditferent  com- 
manders, besides  their  being  an  obstacle  to 
actions  that  are  to  be  done  on  the  sudden,  are 
a  di>advantag6  to  those  that  make  itse  of  them. 
Lead  Hn  army  pure,  and  of  chosen  men,  com- 
|/Osed  of  ail  such  as  have  extraordinary 
strentrtb  of  body  and  hardiness  of  soul;  but 
do  you  send  away  the  timorous  part,  lest  they 
run  away  in  the  time  of  aciion,  and  so  atiford 
an  advantage  to  your  enemies.  Do  you  also 
give  leave  to  those  that  have  lately  built  thent 
houses,  and  have  not  yet  lived  in  them  a  year's 
lime;  and  to  those  that  have  planted  them 
vineyards,  and  have  not  yet  been  partakers  of 
their  fruits, — to  continue  in  their  own  coun- 
try; as  well  as  those  also  who  have  betrothed, 
or  lately  married  them  wives,  lest  they  have 
such  an  atfeinion  for  these  things  that  they  be 

'too  sparing  of  their  lives,  and,  by  reserving 
themselves  for  these  enjoyments,  they  become 
voluntarv  cowards,  on  account  of  their  wives. 

I  42.  AVhen  you  have  pitched  your  camp, 
take  care  that  you  do  nothing  that  is  cruel; 
ami  when  \ou  are  engaged  in  a  siege,  and 
want  timber  for  the  making  of  warlike  en- 

j  gines,  do  not  you  render  the  land  naked  by 
cutting  down  trees  tbat  bear  fruit,  but  spare 

I  them,  as  considering  that  they  were  made  for 

I  the  benefit  of  men ;  and  that  if  they  could 
speak,  they  would  have  ajust  plea  against  you, 
because,  though  they  are  not  occasions  of  the 
war,  they  are  unjustly  treated,  and  suffer  in 
it ;  and  would,  if  they  were  able,  reraove  them- 
selves into  another  land.  AVhen  you  have 
l>eaten  your  enemies  in  battle,  slay  those  that 
have  fought  against  you;  but  preserve  the 
orhers  alive,  that  they  may  pay  you  tribute, 
excepting  the  naiioii  of  the  Canaanites;  for  aa 
to  tbat  people,  you  must  entirely  destroy  them 
43.   Take  care,  especially  is  your  battle% 
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that  no  woman  use  the  habit  of  a  man,  nor 
in.iM  the  u'ariMent  of  a  woman. 

44.  This  was  the  form  o*  political  ffovern- 
merit  which  wks  left  us  by  Moses.  .Moreover, 
be  had  ;i!reH(Iy  delivered  laws  in  wriiini;,'  in 
fre  fo  tieth  year  [after  they  rame  out  of  Ec^  pt  ]. 
{•on«rinii|E;  whicb  we  will  di-^t-ourse  iiiani.*tbcr 
hook.  But  now  on  ihe  followiiij?  d^ys  (for  he 
calWd  them  to  iissemlile  continUHlly)  he  deli- 
vere.'l  ble-i^in^^s  to  them,  and  curses  upon  those 
that  should  not  live  according  to  the  laws,  but 
should  tr msgress  the  duties  that  were  deter- 
mined fur  them  to  ob-erve.  After  this,  he 
reid  to  them  a  poetic  song,  which  was  com- 
posed in  hexameter  ver?.c;  «nd  left  it  to  them 
ill  tiie  holy  book:  it  cofitained  a  prediction  of 
wbrtt  was  to  come  to  pass  afterward;  a;^rcea- 
bl  V  whereto  all  tilings  have  happened  all  alonj;. 
and  ilo  still  hippen  to  ns;  and  wherein  he 
ha^  not  at  ail  deviated  from  the  truth.  Ac- 
pordititily.  he  rielivered  these  lK>oks  to  the 
prie-it3.t  with  the  ark;  into  which  be  also  put 
the  Ten  Commandments,  written  on  two  ta- 
bles. He  dilivered  to  them  the  tabernacle 
also;  and  exhorted  the  people,  that  when  they 
had  ronqiiereil  the  land,  «n<l  were  settled  in 
it,  they  shouM  not  for^'et  the  injuries  of  the 
Amulekites,  hut  make  war  apiinst  them,  and 
inrtict  punishmL-nt  upon  them  for  what  mis- 
chief they  did  them  when  they  were  in  the 
wiliierness;  and  that,  when  they  had  g"ot  pos- 
set^sion  of  the  land  of  the  Canaanites,  and 
when  they  had  destroyed  the  whole  multitude 
of  its  inhabitants,  as  they  oupht  to  do,  they 
should  erect  an  altar  that  should  face  the  ris- 
ini^  sun,  not  fir  from  the  city  of  Shecheni,  be- 
t'.veen  the  two  mountains,  that  of  Gerizzim, 
situate  on  the  ri^ht  hand,  and  that  called 
E  »al,  on  the  left;  and  thiit  the  army  shoulil 
be  so  divided,  that  six  tribes  should  stand 
upon  each  of  the  two  mountains,  and  with 
ihv.'m  the  Levites  and  the  priests.  And  that 
first,  those  that  were  upon  mount  Getizzini 
should  pray  for  the  best  blessinifs  upon  those 
who  vvcre  diligent  about  the  worship  of  God, 
and  the  observation  of  his  laws,  and  who  did 
not  reject  what  Moses  h-ul  said  to  them;  while 
the  other  wished  them  all  niarmer  of  happi- 
iicits  also;  and  when  these  last  put  up  the  like 
prayers,  the  former  praised  them.  After  this, 
curses  were  denounced  upon  those  that  should 
transgress  those  laws,  they  answering  one  ano- 
ther alternately,  by  way  of  confirmation  of 
what  had  been  said.  >Ioses  al»o  wrote  their 
blessings  and  their  curses,  that  they  might 
learn  them  so  thoroughly,  that  they  might 
never  be  forgotten  by  length  of  time.  And 
when  he  was  ready  to  die,  he  wrot«  these 
blessings  and  curses  upon  the  altar,  on  each 
&ide  of  it; I    where  be  says  also  the  peupU; 

•  Thesr  l^iwa  seem  to  be  those  ahuv«  iiientiun^d,  sect. 
4,  of  Itiis  rSapter. 

+  W'tiai  law*  Were  now  delivrred  lo  tlie  priesf%  gee 
tbe  note  on  -iriii<j.  u.  m.  rfiap.  i.    K'ti    7. 

t  OI  llif  .-VHi't  (lUcf  \slnTe  111  s  iilLir  was  tn  be  hiiiU. 
whrther  ue^R*r  mount  (rerizriui  or  uuuat  tbal.  acourd- 


stood,  and  then  sacrificed  and  offered  buriit- 
ofTerings;  though  atter  that  day  they  never 
Olfereii  upon  it  any  otlier  sacrifice,  for  it  was 
not  lawful  so  to  ilo.  These  are  the  con^^titu- 
tions  of  Moses;  and  the  Hebrewr  nation  stjil 
live  according  to  them. 

45.  Oil  the  next  day,  Moses  called  the  peo- 
ple together,  with  the  women  and  children,  to 
a  congregation,  so  as  the  very  slaves  were  pre 
sent  also,  that  they  might  engage  themselves 
to  the  observation  of  thes^e  laws  by  oath;  and 
that,  duly  con-iiiering  the  meaning  of  God  in 
them,  they  might  not,  cither  for  tavour  of 
their  kindred,  or  out  of  fear  of  any  one,  or 
indeed  for  any  niolive  whatsoever,  think  any 
thing  ought  to  h.-  preferred  to  these  laws,  and 
so  might  transgress  them;  that  in  case  any  one 
of  their  own  bluo<l,  or  any  city,  should  at- 
tempt to  confound  or  di^solve  their  constitu- 
tion of  governaR'nt,  they  should  take  venge- 
ance upon  them,  both  all  in  general,  and  each 
person  in  particular;  antl  when  they  liad  con- 
quered them,  should  overturn  their  city  to  the 
very  foundations,  and,  if  possible,  should  not 
leave  the  ie»st  footsteps  of  >ucb  madness:  but 
that  if  tliey  were  not  able  to  take  such  venge- 
ance, they  should  still  demonstrate  that  what 
was  done  was  contrary  to  their  wills.  So  the 
multitude  bound  themselves  by  oath  so  to  do. 

46.  Moses  taught  them  hUo  by  what  means 
their  sacrifices  might  be  the  most  acceptable 
to  God;  and  how  they  should  go  forth  to  war, 
making  use  of  the  stones  (in  the  high-priest's 
breast-plate)  for  their  direction,;?  as  I  have 
before  signified.  Joshua  also  prophesied  while 
Moses  was  present.  .\nd  when  Moses  had 
recapitulated  whatsoever  he  had  done  for  the 
preservation  of  the  pe»»ple,  both  in  their  wars 
and  in  peace,  and  had  composed  them  a  body 
of  laws,  and  procured  them  an  excellent  form 
of  government,  he  foretol.l,  as  God  had  de- 
clared to  him,  **  That  if  they  transgressed 
that  institution  for  the  worship  of  God,  tbey 
should  experience  tlie  following  miseries:  — 
Their  laijd  should  he  full  uf  weapons  i»f  war 
from  their  eneniies,  and  tlieir  cities  shoulil  be 
overthrown, and  their  temples  should  be  burnt; 
that  they  shouhl  he  sold  for  slaves,  to  such 
men  as  would  have  no  pity  on  them  in  their 
attiictions;  thai  they  woulil  then  repent,  when 
that  repentance  would  no  way  profit  them  un- 
der their  sutferings.  **  Yet,"  said  he,  "  will  that 
God  who  foun<Ied  your  nation,  restore  your 
cities  to  your  ciiizens,  with  their  temple  also 
and  you  shall  lose  these  advantages,  not  once 
only,  but  often." 

ing  ro  Josephus,  see  Essay  on  the  Old  Testament,  p.  168 
—  171 

i   Ur.    Bernard    well  observes  here,  how   iinfoitunate 
'lis  m-Rlecl  nt  ronMiltini;  llie  Uriin  w;is  to  Joshua  him- 

i-lf  in  ttie  case  i»l  Ihe  GibeonUes;  wliu  put  a  triclt  up'in 
Kim  and   eusnart^d    hirii.   toL^t-llirr   wiUt    lUe    rest   of  the 

I  ewish  rulers,  with  a  solemn  oaih  to  pn-serve  them,  e.m- 
:.ary  I  >  iiiw  Roiiltiiissioii  tu  exni*v>a|e  all  the  C  tUaaMtlcH, 
■iiol  .iiid  hrani^li;  wlin-h  iinUi  tiv  MOd  tt  r>  other  rul^t'fl 
•ii-Vf-r  dur«.l  Oreak.  -"er  "^rfittldrr-  Politics,  p.  a''J,.>»,  aid 
lln-.  sn^rr  liipy  weri"  tifoujht  iiit-i  linause  ibey  "did 
Dot  aJk  co*.i»m:I  t*  Om  luoutn  at  the  Lord  "    J(wb.  i&  l^ 
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47.  Now  when  Moses  bad  encouraged  Jo- 
shua to  lead  out  the  array  against  the  Ca- 
naaiiitns,    by    telling    him    that    God    would 
assist  him   in   all  his  undertakings,  and  haG 
blessed  the  whole  multitude,  he  said,  "  Since 
I  am  going  to  ray  forefathers,  and  God  has 
determined  that  this  should  be  the  day  of  my 
departure  to  them,  I  return  hira  thanks  while 
1  am  still  alive  and  present  with  you,  for  that 
providence  he  hath  exercised  over  you,  whiri 
haih  not  only  delivered  us  from  the  miseries 
we  lay  under,  but  hath  bestowed  a  state  of  i 
prosperity   upon   us;    as    also,  that    he    bath  ' 
Hssi-ted  me  in  the  pains  I  took,  and  in  all  the  : 
contrivances  I  had   in  my  cire  about  you,  in  ■ 
order  to  better  your  condition,  and  hath  on  all 
occasions  showed  himself  favourable  to  us;  or 
rather  be    it   was  -who  first    conducted    our 
arfairs,  and  brought  them  to  a  happy  conclu- 
sion,   by    making  use   of   me   as  a  vicarious 
general  under  him,  and  as  a  minister  in  those 
matters  wherein   he    was  willing  to  do  you 
f.oo*i :   on  which  account  1  think  it  proper  to 
ble.-'S  that  Divine  Power  which  will  take  care 
of  you  for  tLe  time  to  come,  and  this  in  order 
to  repav  that  deot  which  I  owe  him,  and  to  \ 
leave    behiud    me   a   memorial    that    we    are  i 
obliged  to  worship  and  honour   bim,  and  to  , 
keep  those  laws  wbicb  are  toe  most  excellent  j 
gift  ot  all   those  be  hath  already  bestowed 
upon  us,  or  which,  if  he  continue   favourable  j 
to  us,  he  will  bestow  noon  us  hereafter.    Cer-  | 
tainly  a  human  legislator  is  a  terrlftle  enemv  I 
when  his  laws  are  atfronled,  and  are  made  to 
no  purpose.      And  may  you  never  experience 
that  displeasure  of  Oori  which  will  be  the  con- 
sequence of  the  neglect  of  these  his  laws.whii-n  , 
be,  who  is  your  Creator,  hath  given  you  i"       I 
48.   When  Moses  had  spoken  thus  at  the  i 
end  of  his  lite,  and  had  foretold  what  wouin 
befall  to  every  one  of  their  tribes*  afterward, 
with  the  addition  of  a  blessing  to  them,  the 
multitude  fell  into  tears,  insomuch  that  even 
the   women,   by  beating  their  breasts,   macie 
manifest  the  deep  concern  they  had  when   he 
was  about    to  die.       The   children    also   la- 
mented still  more,  as  not  able  to  conuin  theii 
grief;    and    thereby    declared,    that    even   at 
their  age  they  were  sensible  of  his  virtue  and 
mighty  deeds ;    and  truly  there  seemed  to  be 
B  strife  betwixt  the  young  and  the  old.  who 
should  most  grieve  for  him.     The  old  grieved, 
because  they  knew  what  a  careful  protector 
they  were  to  be  deprived  of,  and  so  lamentec 
their  future  state  ;  but  the  young  grieved,  not 
only  fci  that,  but  also  because  it  so  happened 
that  tiiey  were  to  be  left  by  bim  before  they 
had  well  tasted  of  his  virtue.      Now  one  may 
make  a  guess  at  the  excess  of  this  sorrow  and 
lamentation  of  the  multitude,  from  what  hap- 

*  Siric«  JowphuB  aMorrs  lis  here,  as  is  most  .'^atorally 
to  b*  supposed,  aitd  as  Ihe  Septuaeiot  C'ves  'lie  t.-xt 
(tleiit.  xxiiji-  6).  ttial  Moses  bu-ss-.^  every  -ite  of  tiio 
trioes  nt  Israel,  il  is  evident  Ihal  >uueon  was  ..■!  nm-lled 
in  his  e^pv.  as  it  iinhappilv  now  is.  Uolil  in  'ii.  tleblew 
Aod  S«i&aritan  copies. 


pened  to  the  legislator  himself;  for  although 
he  was  alwavs  persuaded  that  he  ought  not  to 
be  cast  down  at  the  approach  of  death,  since 
the  undergoing  it  was  agreeable  to  the  will  ol 
God  and  the  law  of  nature,  yet  what  the  peo- 
ple did  so  overbore  him,  that  he  wept  him- 
self. Now  as  he  went  thence  to  the  place 
where  he  was  to  vanish  out  of  their  sight, 
they  all  followed  after  him  weeping;  but 
Moses  beckoned  with  his  hand  to  those  that 
were  remote  from  hiin.  and  bade  them  stay 
behind  in  quiet,  while  he  exhorted  those  that 
were  near  to  him  that  they  would  not  render 
his  departure  so  lamentable.  Whereupon  they 
thought  they  ought  to  grant  him  that  favour, 
to  let  bim  depart,  according  as  be  himself  de- 
sired; so  thev  restrained  themselves,  though 
weeping  still  towards  one  another.  All  those 
who  accompanied  him  were  the  senate,  and 
Ele.izar  the  bigh-priest,  and  Joshua  their  com- 
mander. Now  as  soon  as  they  were  come  to 
the  mountain  called  Abarim  (which  is  a  very 
high  mountain,  situate  over  against  Jericho, 
and  one  that  affords,  to  such  as  are  upon  it,  ,«^/ 
a  prospect  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  excellenti/  ^ 
land  of  Canaan),  be  dismissed  the  senate;*  *" 
and  as  be  was  going  to  embrace  Eleazar  and 
Joshua,  and  -.vas  still  discoursing  with  them, 
a  cloud  stood  over  him  on  the  sudden,  and  he 
disappeared  in  a  certain  valley,  although  he 
wrote  in  the  holy  books  that  he  died,  which 
was  done  out  of  fear,  lest  they  should  venture 
to  say  that,  because  of  his  extraordinary  vir- 
tue, be  went  to  God. 

49.  Now  Moses  lived  in  all  one  hundred 
and  twenty  years;  a  third  part  of  which  time, 
atiating  one  month,  he  was  the  people's  ruler; 
and  he  died  on  the  last  month  of  the  year, 
which  is  called  by  the  Slacedonians  Ih/stnts, 
but  by  us  Adar,  on  the  first  day  of  the  month. 
He  was  one  that  exceeded  all  men  that  ever 
were  in  understanding,  and  made  the  best  use 
of  what  that  understanding  suggested  to  him. 
He  had  a  very  graceful  way  of  speaking  and 
r-.ddressing  himself  to  the  multitude :  and  as 
to  his  other  qualifications,  he  had  such  a  full 
command  of  his  passions,  as  if  he  hardly  had 
any  such  in  his  soul,  and  only  knew  them  by 
their  names,  as  rather  perceiving  them  in  other 
men  than  in  himself.  He  was  also  such  a 
general  of  an  army  as  is  seldom  seen,  as  well 
as  such  a  prophet  as  was  never  known,  and 
this  to  such  a  degree,  that  whatsoever  he  pro- 
nounced, you  would  think  you  beard  the 
voice  of  God  himself.  So  the  people  mourn- 
ed for  him  thirty  days :  nor  did  ever  any 
ijrief  so  deeply  affect  the  Hebrews  as  did  this 
upon  tiie  death  of  Moses;  nor  were  those 
I  that  bad  experienced  his  conduct  the  only 
persons  that  desired  him.  hut  those  also  that 
perused  the  laws  he  left  behind  him  had  a 
strong  desire  after  him,  and  by  them  ga- 
thered the  extraordinary  virtue  he  was  master 
of.  And  this  shall  suffice  for  the  decSarition 
of  the  manner  of  the  death  of  Moses. 
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COlTTJLnJDrG  THE  CiTEBVAL  OF  FOUR  HtTHDHZO  AND  SEVENTT-SIX  TEAKS, 


FROM  THE  DEATH  OF  MOSES  TO  THE  DEATH  OF  ELL 


CHAPTER  L 

BOW  JOSHUA,  THE  COMMANDER  OF  THE  I!F.- 
BREWS,  MADE  WAR  WITH  THE  CANAANITES, 
AND  OVEHCAME  THEM,  AND  DESTUOYEL 
TilEM.  AM»  DIVIDED  THEia  LAND  BY  LOT 
TO  TKE  TrUOES  OF  ISUAEL. 

§  1.  When  Moses  was  taken  away  fronr. 
atnoncf  men,  in  the  manner  alreiidy  described, 

lid  when  ail  the  solemnities  belonpinp  to  tbe 
mourning'  ftir  ^iin  were  finished,  and  the  sor- 

ow  for  him  wus  over,  Joshua  commatidcd 
tile  multitude  to  pet  themselves  ready  for  a: 
expedition.  He  aUo  sent  spies  to  Jeneho, 
to  discover  what  forces  they  had,  and  what 
were  their  intetitions;  hut  he  put  his  camp  in 
or^ier.  as  intending^  soon  to  pass  over  Jordan 
et  a  proper  season.  And  calling  to  him  the 
rtilers  of  the  tribe  of  Reubei,  and  the  pover- 
nore  of  the  tribe  of  Gad.  and  [the  half  trit<e 
cf]  Manasseh,  for  half  of  this  tribe  had  been 
permitted  to  have  their  habitatioo  in  the  coun. 
try  of  the  Ainorites,  which  was  the  seventh 
part  of  the  hintl  of  Canaan,*  he  put  them  ir. 
mind  what  they  had  promised  Moses;  and  he 
exhorted  tl»em  that,  for  the  sake  of  the  care 
that  Moses  had  taken  of  them,  who  had  never 
been  we;iry  of  taking  pains  for  them,  no  not 
when  he  was  dying,  and  for  the  sake  of  the 
public  welfare,  they  would  prepare  themselves, 
and  readily  perform  what  they  had  prornised; 
60  he  took  fifty  thousand  of  tliem  who  followed 

•  Tile  AiO'jriles  were  nne  of  (he  seven  nations  of 
Cannan  Hritce  A«-land  is  witling  Xn  supiiosc  that  Jo- 
teplius  did  not  Ik«re  iiu'j.n  iKat  tliPir  l;»nd  lieyond  Jurdan 
wan  a  vvt-nlh  part  of  Ihr*  whule  laiwl  of  C^nain,  hiii 
me.int  \\\r  Anionics  as  a  sevrnlh  nation.  His  reason  ts. 
tliat  jQ«ephmi,  as  v^i-H  as  oiif  Bible,  generady  distingu'isti 
the  land  tjey')nd  Jurdai'  Irnm  ttie  land  of  Cana.m ;  nor 
can  it  be  di'nit-d.  that  in  strictness  they  were  different. 
yei  after  two  trihesand  a  half  of  the  twelve  trihes  came 
to  inherit  it,  it  mi^ht  in  a  fneral  «'ay  alli»i5ether  be  wri* 
included  under  the  land  of  Canaan,  or  Pale5!:ne.  or  Ju- 
dtu;  «jf  *liich  we  have  a  cIcjf  example  here  before  us. 
in  JijepSn3.  whose  words  evidently  imply,  that  takint; 
the  wlioic  IuihI  of  Cauaaa,  or  that  inhabited  by  all  thr 
twelve  tr.Les  togHlier.  and  partmyit  into  seven  parts, 
the  part  br-vond  iurd m  was  in  quantity  of  cronnd  one 
«eventh  pari  i.f  ihe  whole.  And  this  well  enonirh  agrecii 
to  Reiand's  own  ntap  of  that  country,  altbuuc^i  this 
land  hcyottd  Jordan  waR  so  peciiliaily  Iruitful.  and  pnod 
f'f  pi**.'jrace.  as  the  two  tribes  and  a  naif  to..k  noiin* 
(^liTnb.  xxxii  1.  4.  10).  that  it  maiotained  about  a  fitib 
part  of  tbe  whole  people. 


Lim,  and  he  marched  from  Abila  to  JoTdaji« 
sixty  furlongs. 

2.  Now  when  he  bad  pitched  his  camp,  the 
spies  came  to  him  immediately,  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  whole  state  of  the  Canaanites; 
for  at  first,  before  they  were  at  all  discovered, 
they  took  a  full  view  of  the  city  of  JerirJjo 
without  disturbance,  and  saw  which  parts  of  the 
walls  were  strong,  atid  «  hich  parts  were  other- 
wise, and  indeed  insecure,  and  which  of  the 
gates  were  so  weak  as  might  afford  an  entrance 
totheirartny.  Now  those  tbatmetlhein  took  wo 
notice  of  theni  when  they  saw  them,  and  sup- 
posed they  were  only  strangers,  who  used  lo 
be  very  curious  in  observing  every  thing  in 
the  city,  and  did  not  take  them  for  enemies; 
hut  at  even  they  retired  to  a  certain  inn  tliat 
was  near  to  the  wall,  whither  they  went  to 
eat  their  supper;  which  supper  when  they 
had  done,  and  were  considering  bow  to  get 
away,  information  was  given  to  the  king  u-v 
he  was  at  sup[ier,  that  there  were  some  per- 
sons come  from  the  Hebrews'  camp  to  view 
the  city  as  spies,  and  that  they  were  in  the  inn 
kept  by  Rahab,  and  were  \ery  solicitous  thit 
they  inigiit  not  l)e  discovered.  So  he  «ent 
immediatelv  some  to  them,  and  commanded 
to  catch  them,  and  bring  them  to  him,  that  he 
might  examine  them  by  torture,  and  iearn 
what  their  bu^itiess  was  there.  As  soon  as 
Rahab  imderstnod  that  these  messengers  were 
coming,  she  hid  tlie  spies  under  stalks  of 
flax,  which  were  hiid  to  dry  o"  the  top  of  he/- 
house;  and  said  to  the  messengers  tiiat  were 
sent  by  the  king,  that  certain  unknown  stran- 
gers had  Slipped  with  her  a  little  before  sun- 
setting,  and  were  gotte  away,  who  might  easily 
be  taken,  if  they  were  any  terror  to  the  cit>, 
or  likely  to  bring  any  danger  to  the  king.  So 
these  messengers  being  thus  deluded  by  the 
woman, t  and  suspecting  no  imposition,  went 
their  ways,  without  so  much  as  searching  the 
inn ;    but   they   immediately   pursued    them 


♦  It  p'ainly  appears  by  the  history  of  these  splct, 
and  the  inn-keepi-r  Ralirih's  dprcpiion  of  the  kintr  ^f 
.Iffirho's  ifiessent;*'rs.  hy  tellinc  them  what  was  false,  in 
.ird**r  to  «ave  th**  iivps  of  !h«-  <»pi^^.  ami  ypt  thi-  in'^'at 
en  "mendation  of  her  ta  th  anH  good  Mrorks  in  I'le  New 
■|>«ta-i-#-n'  (HeS  \i.  ai;  Utne*  ii.  -fci*.  as  w^ll  »«  by 
nian>  «thcr  pamliel  *"X.i'nple«-.  ^otb  m  tb*  old  Te^ta- 
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while  be  suspected,  (bat  if  he  should  atituipt 
to  inake  a  bridge,  ihat  their  eneunes  would 
not  afford  him  time  to  perfect  it,  and  lor  ftr- 
rj-boats  they  bad  none, —  God  promiseu  so  to 
lispose  of  the  river,  that  thev  uiigbl  piss  o»cr 
it,  and  that  by  taking  away  the  main  pan  of 
its  waters.   So  Joshua,  after  two  d:iys,  caused 
the  army  and  the  w  hole  multitude  to  pass  over 
in  the  manner  followir^: — The  priests  went 
tirst  of  all,  having  the  ark  with  them;    then 
went  the  Levites  bearmgthetaberiuicieaiiiltlie 
vessels  which  belonged  to  the  sacrifices;  alter 
which  the  entire  multitude  followed,  accord- 
ing to  their  tribes,  having  their  children  and 
their  wives  in  the  midst  of  them,  as  heing  a- 
tVaid  for  them,  lest  they  should  be  borne  away 
bv  the  stream.     But  as  soon  as  the  priests  had 
entered  the  river  lirst,  it  appeared  fordabl«, 
the  depth  of  the  water  being  restrained,  and 
the  sand  appearing  at  the  bottom,  because  the 
current  svas  neither  so  strong  nor  so  swift  as 
to  carry  it  away  by  its  force;  so  they  all  passed 
over  the  river  without  fear,  finrii:ig  it  to  be  in 
the  very  same  state  as  Gud  had  foretold  ha 
would  put  it  in;  but  the  priests  stood  still  in 
the  midst  of  the  river  till  the  multitude  should 
he  passed  over,  and  should  get  to  the  shore  io 
safety;    and  when  all  were  gone   over,  the 
priesU  came  out  also,  and  permitted  the  cur- 
rent   to  run  freely  as  it  used  to  do  before. 
Accordingly  the  river,  as  soon  as  the  Hebrews 
were  come  out  cf  it,  arose  again  presentl) ,  and 
came  to  its  own  proper  magnituiie  as  betore. 
4.   So  the   Hebrews  went  ou  farther  tifty 
furlongs,  and  pitched  their  camp  at  the  dis- 
tance of  ten  furlongs  from  Jcrirbo:    but  Jo- 
shua built  an  alur  of  those  stones  which  all 
the  heads  of  the  tribes,  at  the  command  of  the 
prophet,  had  taken  out  of  the  deep,  t«  be  after- 
wards a  memorial  of  the  division  of  the  stream 
of  this  river,  and  upon  it  offered  sacrifice  to 
God;  and  in  that  place  celebrated  the  pass- 
over,  and  had  great  plenty  ol'  all  the  thing* 
which  they  wanted  hitherto;  for  they  rcapc<* 
the  corn  of  the  Canaaniics,  which   was  now 
ripe,  and  took  other  things  as  prey;  fur  the» 
it  was  that  their  former  food,  which  was  maa- 
na,  and  of  which  they  had  eaten  forty  year* 
fear  about  their  jjassiug  over  Jordan,  for  the  |  fiileJ  them, 
viver  ran  wi  til »  strong  current  and  could  not ,    5.  J»ow  while  the  Israelitesdid  thi»andtJi» 
be  passed  over  with  bridgiis,  forthere  never  ICanaanites  did  not  attack  tbcra,  but  kept 
bad  been  bridges  laid  over  it  hitherto;  and  themselves  quiet  within  their  own  tv.iIIs,  Jo- 
shua resolved  to  besiege  them ;  so  on  the  first 
day  of  the  feast  [of  tbepassoverl  the  priests 
carried  the  ark  round  about,  witn  some  part 
of  the  armed  men  to  be  a  ijuard  to  it    These 
priests  went  forward  blowing  with  their  sev- 
en trumpets ;  and  c^iiorted  the  anny  to  be  of 
good  courage,  and  went  roundabout  the  city 
with  thesenate  following  then),andwheii  the 
priests  had  only  Mown  with  the  trumpeis.for 
ihev  did  nothing  more  at  all,  thev  rettirned 
to  the  camp;  aud  when  they  had  done  this 
I'or  sis  days,  on  the  seventh  Jiisluia  galh- 
cied  the  armed  men,  and  alt  the  people  to- 


Bior.g  those  roads  which  they  most  probably 
supposed  them  to  have  gone,  and  those  parti- 
cularly which  led  to  the  river,  but  could  hear 
no  tidings  of  them;  so  they  left  off  the  pains 
of  any  farther  pursuit.     But  when  the  tumult 
was  over,  Rahab  brought  the  men  dow  n,  and 
desired  them  as  soon  as  they  should  have  od- 
tained  possession  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  when 
it  would  be  in  their  power  to  make  her  amends 
for  her   preservation  of  them,  to  reiuember 
w'latdanger  she  had  undergone  <or  their  sakes; 
for   that  if  she  had  been  caught  concealing 
theio,  she  could  not  have  escaped  a  terrilde 
destruction,  'he  and  all  her  family  with   her, 
a;id  so  bill  them  go  home;   and  desired  them 
to  swear  to  ber  to  preserve  her  and  her  faini- 
Iv  when  they  should  take  the  city  and  destroy 
all  its  inhabitants,  as  they  had  decreed  to  do; 
for  so  far  she  said  she  had  been  assured  by 
those  divine  miracles  of  which  she  had  been 
informed.     So  these  spies  acknowledged  that 
th..'y  owed  her  thanks  for  what  she  had  done 
already,  and  withal  swore  to  rec|i.ite  her  kind- 
ness, not  only  in   words,  but  in  deeds;    but 
they  gave  her  this   advice.   That  when    she 
should  perceive  that  the  city  was  about  to  be 
taken,  she  should  put  her  goods,  and  all  her 
family,  by  way  of  security,  in  her  inn,  and  to 
hii;\g'out  scarlet  threads  before  her  doors  [or 
windows],  that   the  commander  of  the   He- 
brews might  know  ber  house,  and  take  care  to 
do  her  no  harm;    for,  said  they,  we  will  in- 
form him  of  this  njattcr,  because  of  the  con- 
cern Ihwi  hast  bad  to  preserve  us;  but  if  any 
one  of  tby  family  fall  in  the  battle,  do  not 
thou  blame  us;  and  we  beseech  that  God.  by 
vt  hom  we  have  sworn,  not  then  to  he  displeas- 
ed with  us,  as   though  we  bad  luokeu  our 
o.iths.     So  these  men,  when  they  had  made 
this  agreement,  went  away,  letting  them- 
selves down  by  a  rope  from  the  wall,  and 
escaped,  and  came  and  told  their  own  peo- 
ple whatsoever  they  had  done  in  llieji- jour- 
ney to  this  city.     Joshua  also  told  Eleazar, 
the  kigh-priest,  and   the  senate,  what  the 
spies  had  sworn  to  Rahab;  who  confirmed 


vliat  had  been  sworn. 
.  Sow  while  Joshua  the  commander  was  in 


meat  and  in  Josephn*.  that  thf  lie^t  men  d\A  not  tlii-n 
Jrruple  to  deceive  0>ose  public  enemiea  wbo  iriijiht  justly 
tie  destri>r(l;  as  alsoiniiihl  dcreive  ill  ojen  lu  i.rd,r  tu 
lave  life,  and  deiieer  ihemselves  fr.itn  Ibe  tyranny  of 
tiie:r  nnjus!  oppressors,  and  tliis  by  telling  direct  false- 
hoo-ls;  I  ine«o.  ail  this  vrberc  no  oath  was  demanded  of 
thera.  otherwise  they  never  durst  Tenture  on  such  a  pro- 
c*.^.ure.  Nor  was  Josephus  himself  of  any  other  opinion 
nr  praclire.  as  I  shall  remark  in  the  noleoo  Ant.  b.ix.rlj 
IT  s.  3.  And  observe,  that  I  still  call  tb's  woman  Hahab. 
an  »nn-*«eper,  not  a  fiartot ;  the  whole  history,  holh  in 
our  copies,  and  espee.iall>  io.losepituv  tmulviux  nomore. 
It  was  in-ierd  so  frequent  a  thmj.  that  women  who  were 
ion-kee  ers  were  also  harlots,  or  mainlainers  of  harlots, 
ttiat  t^e  word  cotDBlonly  used  for  real  harlots  wjs  usu- 
ally given  them-  ''re  \H.  Bernard's  note  here,  and 
Juiiga»  xi  It  ft«d  Aou^  b.  V  oh.  vu.  tect  & 
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gether,  and  told  them  these  good  tiiliugs.  That 
tie  city  should  iioiv  he  tnkeii,  sina-  God 
would  on  that  day  give  it  tbtMii,  bj  tb--  tWAuig 
down  of  the  walls,  and  this  oi'  thi  ir  ouii 
ai-cord,  itrid  without  tbeir  l.ibour.  However, 
he  rhargcd  them  to  kill  every  one  they  should 
take,  and  not  to  ab.it.iin  Iroui  the  slaughter 
of  their  enemies,  either  for  weariness  or  for 
pity,  and  nut  to  fall  on  the  spoil,  and  he  there- 
by diverted  from  pursuiiij;  tlieir  enemies  as 
they  ran  ai\a\ ;  but  to  destroy  all  the  animals, 
and  to  take  nothing  for  th;.ir  own  peeuliar  ad- 
V mtage.  He  connnanded  iheni  aUo  to  bring 
together  all  the  silver  and  gohi,  that  it  iiiit;lit 
be  set  apart  as  lirst-fruils  unto  God  out  oflhis 
exploit,  as  having  gotten  them  from 


if  any  should  desire  to  rebuild  it:  ho>v,  upon 

bis  laying  the  foundation  of  the  walls,  he 
sliould  be  deprived  of  his  eldest  son;  and  up- 
on finishing  it,  he  should  lose  his  youngest 
son.  But  what  happened  hereupon,  we  shall 
speak  of  hereafter. 

t).  Now  tliere  was  an  immense  quantity  of 
silver  and  gold,  and  besides  those  of  brass  al«o, 
that,  was  heaped  together  out  of  the  city  -a  he  i 
it  was  taken,  no  one  transgressing  the  decree, 
jior  purloining  for  tlieir  own  peculiar  advan- 
tage; which  spoils  Joshua  delivered  to  the 
priests,  to  be  laid  up  among  tlieir  treasures. 
And  thus  did  Jericho  perish. 

10.  Uiit  there  was  one  Acbar.T  the  so-i  [of 
Charmi,  the  son]  of  Zeiiedias,  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah,  who.  timiing  a  royal  garment   woven 


glorious  _--,    -     ,  .,  „ 

the  clt>  they  .list  took;  only  that  they  should    .  ..  m.i... 

save  llahab  and  her  kindred  ahve.  because  of ,  entirely    ol   gold,  and    a   puce^ot    b'^'d  th-Jt 


the  oath  which  the  spies  hail  sworn  to  her. 

G.  When  he  had  said  this,  and  had  set  his 
armv  in  order,  he  br.mght  it  against  the  city; 
so  they  went  round  the  city  ag.iiii,  the  ark 
going  before  them,  and  the  priests  encouraging 
tlie  people  to  be  zealous  in  the  work;  and 
when  they  had  gone  round  it  seven  times,  and 
had  stood  still  a  little,  the  wall  fell  down, 
while  no  instruments  of  war,  nor  any  other 
force,  was  applied  to  it  by  the  Hebrews. 

7.  So  the)  vntered  into  Jericho,  and  slew 
all  the  men  that  were  ■.herein,  while  they  were 
aifnghled  at  the  surprising  overthrow  of  the 
walls,  and  their  courage  was  become  useless, 
and  they  were  notable  to  defend  themselves; 
so  they  were  slain,  and  iheirthroaueut,  some  in 
the  ways,  and  other,  as  caught  in  their  houses, 
—  notli'ing  alToriled  lliem  assistance,  but  ibey 
all  perished,  even  to  the  women  and  the  chil- 
dren: and  the  city  was  tilled  with  dead 
bullies,  and  not  one  person  escaped.  They 
Iso  burnt  the  whole  city,  and  the  country 
.ibontit;  hut  they  saved  alive  Kahah,  with 
her  family,  who"had  lied  to  her  inn;  and 
when  she  Was  brought  to  him,  Joshua  owned 
to  her  that  they  owed  her  thanks  for  her  pre- 
servation of  the  spie,:  so  he  siiid  he  would 
no;  appear  t<i  be  behind  her  in  his  benefaction 
to  her;  whereupon  he  gave  her  certain  lands 
immciliatcl),  and  had  her  in  great  esteem  ever 
afterwards. 

8.  And  if  any  part  of  the  city  escaped  the 
fire,  ht  overthrew  it  from  the  foundation;  and 
be  denounced  a  curse'  against  its  inhabitants, 


•  Upon  ocrasion  of  this  deTolin?  of  .Ifnrho  to  de- 
■tnictio",  anil  tlieexempUry  punishment  ol  Ach»r.  who 
broke  lli»l  i/lfrem  or  oiiol/icioa.  and  of  the  puill^hmenl 
oftliefonue  hr,-.tkerol  it,  Ilirl  (I  Kings  x»i.  :i4). .»»  »l    " 


weighed  two  hundred  sliekels  ;1;  and  thinking 
it  <%very  hard  ca>.e,  thai  what  spoils  he,  by 
running  some  hazard,  had  found,  he  mu^t  give 
away,  and  otfer  it  to  God,  who  stood  in  no 
need  of  it,  while  be  that  wanted  it  must  go 
without  it.  —  made  a  deep  ditch  in  hi,  own 
tent,  and  l.ud  thein  lip  therein,  as  supposing 
he  should  not  only  be  concealed  from  his  fel- 
low-soldiers, but  ironi  Got!  him-clf  also. 

11.  Now  the  place  where  Joshua  pitched 
bis  camp  was  called  Gilgal,  which  denotes 
liiierlyiii  for  sin.e  now  they  had  passed  over 
Jo.'dan,  thev  looked  on  themselves  as  freed 
fiom  the  miseries  which  they  had  undeigpne 
from  the  Egiptians,  and  in  the  wilderness. 

12.  Now,  a  lew  da\ sailer  the  calamity  that 
befell  Jericho,  Jo,hua  sent  three  thousand 
armed  men  to  take  Ai,  a  city  situate  above 
Jericho;  but,  upon  the  sight  of  the  people  of 
Ai,  rtith  tbein  they  were  driven  back,  and  lost 
thirty-six  of  their  men.  When  this  was  told 
the  Israelites,  it  nude  them  very  sad,  and  ex- 
ceeding disconsolate,  not  so  much  bec.iuse  of 
the  relation  the  men  that  were  destrojed  b;ire 
to  them,  though  those  that  were  destrojed 
were  all  good  men,  and  deserved  their  esteem, 
as  by  the  de-pair  it  oec;isioned;  for  while  they 
believed  that  they  were  already,  in  elfect,  in 
possession  of  the  land,  and  shouhl  bring  ImcIc 
the  army  out  of  the  battles  without  loss,  as 
God  had'  promised  betorehand,  they  now  saw- 
unexpectedly  their  enemies  bold  with  success; 

+  That  the  name  of  this  cliief  wa»  nol  Arhiin,  ,.s  In 
thr   cmi.raon    copi'-,.  but    Achar,  as  liere   m  Jos^plios, 


i.t  ini*  puiii 


shment  of  Saul,  for  lireakini;  tin-  lii,--  ./ifr./H 
or  »«../liema,  a-.;aui>l  the  Amaleklles  (1  .S.in  XV).  we 
niav  observe  what  was  the  true  uieauin?  of  that  lavT 
(lj-v  xxvii  •»;■  •' None  devoted,  which  shall  be  Jevuleil 
of  men  shall  be  redeemed;  but  shall  sutvly  be  put  to 
death"  l.c  wlienever  any  of  llie  Jew.s-  pubhc  enemies 
had  h'een,  for  tlieir  wicl,edue-s,  suleniuly  devoted  to 
destrurtion.  accidiu,;  to  the  divine  command. 


...  b.  vii,  chiip.  ii.  and  i-lv;. 
Ilusion  to  lllat  name  in  Iha 


jenerall,    the  M-ven    wicl..-,!    nations  of    Canaan     and 
'  ■'       Amalekitrs   (I   S.im.    xv.   18),   It   was 

rrnit  tho,e  enemies  lo  be  re.]eemed;  J 


Ihi 


an. I  ih  Ihe  \p,>,stolial  t'o 
wliere.  IS  evident  by  the  ;.  . 

cni>e  of  .loihua.  •■  «  hv  bust  Ibon  troubled  us:-  — ttlo 
l.,,rd  shul  trouble  r.ee/'  wlie.e  the  Hebrew  words 
illn  te  only  M  Ibe  n  luie  Achar.  but  not  to  Arhau.  Af- 
crdin^lv.  this  Valley  of  Aehur,  or  Aehor,  was  and  Is  . 
known  place,  a  lltlle  nralh  of  Gilgal.  so  called  from  the 
days  of  .loshua  till  tliis  day  See  Josh  viu -ti; 
10':  Hns.  ii.  Ij;  and  Dr.  Bernard's  notes  here. 

t  Here  l)r  llernaid  very  justly  obsef 
word.s  are  dropped  out  of  Josephus's  copies,  on  account 
of  Ibe  lepetiliou  of  the  word  i/wMs ;  and  that  it  ought 
lo  be  read  thus:-"  A  piece  o(  Ijold  that  weiRhed  Pfly 
shekel.,  and  one  of   silver  th.M  weighed   two  bundred 


Isa,  IXT. 
that  a  few 


utterly  onLiwfuI  I,, 
bo:   titey    were    lo 

£S,iUi.   XML  'i,^ 


be  ail  utterly  destroyed.     See  also 


lel,.-! 
P    I  agree 


,  Jo^loia  vii,  21. 
■  with  1*1    Bernan!.  uid  approve  of  Jos«- 


rithtr,- 


1  jtia.-s  iflttrpretalion  ol  liil^ai  lur  il6er(y.   >M  Jo.h.».  9 
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so  they  put  sackcloth  over  their  garment?,  and 
continued  in  tears  and  lamentation  all  the  day, 
without  the  least  inquiry  after  food,  but  laid 
what  had  happened  greatly  to  heart. 

13.  When  Joshua  saw  the  army  so  much 
afflicted,  and  possessed  with  forebodings  of 
evil  as  to  their  whole  expedition,  he  used  free- 
dom with  God,  and  said.  "  We  are  not  come 
thus  far  out  of  any  rashness  of  our  own,  as 
though  we  thought  ourselves  able  to  subdue 
this  land  with  our  own  weapons,  but  at  the 
instigation  of  Moses  thy  servant  for  this  pur- 
pose, because  thou  hast  promised  us,  by  many 
signs,  that  thou  wouldst  give  us  this  land  for 
B  possession,  and  that  thou  wouldst  make  our 
armv  always  superior  in  war  to  our  enemies, 
and  accordingly  some  success  has  already  at- 
tended upon  us  agreeably  to  thy  promises; 
but  because  we  have  now  unexpectedly  been 
foiled,  and  have  lost  some  men  out  of  our 
array,  we  are  grieved  at  it,  as  fearing  what 
thou  hast  promised  us,  and  what  Sloses  fore- 
told us,  cannot  be  depended  on  by  us ;  and 
our  future  expectation  troubles  us  the  more, 
because  we  have  met  with  such  a  disaster  in 
this  our  first  attempt;  but  do  thou,  O  Lord, 
free  us  from  these  suspicions,  for  thou  art 
able  to  find  a  cure  for  these  disorders,  by  giv- 
ing us  victory,  which  will  both  take  away  the 
grief  we  are  in  at  present,  and  prevent  our 
distrust  as  to  what  is  to  come." 

14.  These  intercessions  Joshua  put  up  to 
God,  as  he  lay  prostrate  on  his  face:  where- 
upon God  answered  him.  That  he  should  rise 
up,  and  purify  his  host  from  the  pollution 
that  had  got  into  it;  that  "things  conse- 
crated to  me  have  been  impudently  stolen  from 
me,"  and  that  "  this  has  been  the  occasion 
why  this  defeat  had  happened  to  them;"  and 
that  when  ihey  should  search  out  and  punish 
the  offender,  he  would  ever  take  care  they 
should  have  the  victory  over  their  enemies. 
This  Joshua  told  the  people  :  and  calling  for 
Eleazar  the  high-priest  and  the  men  in  au- 
thority, he  cast  lots,  tribe  by  tribe;  and  when 
the  lot  showed  that  this  wicked  action  was 
done  by  one  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  he  then 
again  proposed  the  lot  to  the  several  families 
thereto  belonging;  so  the  truth  of  this  wicked 
action  was  found  to  belong  to  the  fimily 
of  Zachar ;  and  when  the  inquiry  was  n)ade, 
man  by  man  they  took  Achar,  who,  upon 
God's  reducing  him  to  a  terrible  extremity, 
could  not  deny  the  fact:  so  he  confessed  the 
theft,  and  produced  what  he  had  taken  in  the 
miilst  of  them,  whereupon  he  was  immediately 
put  to  death  ;  and  attained  no  more  than  to 
be  buried  in  the  night  in  a  disgraceful  man- 
ner, and  such  as  was  suitable  to  a  corcdemned 
malefactor. 

15.  When  Joshua  had  thus  purified  the 
host,  he  led  them  against  Ai :  and  ha\  ing  by 
night  laid  an  ambush  round  about  tbe  city, 
he  attacked  the  enemies  as  soon  as  it  was 
day;  but  as  they  advanced  boldly  against  the  i 


Israelites,  because  of  their  former  victory,^ 
made  them  believe  he  retired,  and    by   'iit 
means  drew  them  a  great  way  from  the  f  I^.y, 
they  still  supposing  that  they  were  pursi.ing 
their  enemies,  and  despised  them,  as  tbovjh 
the  case  had  been  the  same  with  that  in   tbe 
former  battle;  after  which  Joshua  ordercd_"iis 
forces  to  turn  about,  and  placed  Ihein  apaii:st 
their  front;  he  then  made  tbe  signals  agreed 
upon  to  those  that  lay  in  ambush,  and  so  ex- 
cited them  to  fight;  so  they  ran  suddenly  into 
the  citv,  the  inhabitants  being  upon  the  walls, 
nav,  others  of  them  being  in  perplexity,  and 
coming  to  see  those  that  were  without  the 
gates.     Accordingly,  these  men  took  the  city, 
and  slew  all  that  they  met  with ;  but  Joshua 
forced  those  that  came  against  him  to  come  to 
a  close  fight,  and  discomfited  them,  and  made 
them  run  away;  and  when  they  were  driven 
towards  the  city,  and  thought  it  had  not  been 
touched,  as  soon  as  they  saw  it  was  taken,  and 
perceived  it  was  burnt,  with  their  wives  and 
children,  they  wandered  about  in  the  fields  in 
a  scattered  condition,  and  were  no  way  able 
to  defend  themselves,  because  they  had  none 
to  support  them.   Now  when  this  calamity  was 
come  upon  the  men  of  Ai,  there  were  a  great 
number  of  children,  and  women,  and  servants, 
and  an  immense  quantity  of  otTier  furniture. 
The  Hebrews  also  took  herds  of  cattle,  and 
a  great  deal  of  money,  for  this  was   a   rich 
country.      So  when  Joshua  came  to   Gilgal, 
he  divided  all  these  spoils  among  the  soldiers. 
IG.  But  the  Gibeonites,  who  inhabited  very 
near  to  Jerusalem,  when  they  saw  what  mise- 
ries had  happened  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jeri- 
cho, and  to  those  of  Ai,  and  suspected  that 
the  like  sore  calamity  would  come  as  far  ai 
themselves,  they  did  not  think  fit  to  ask  for 
mercy   of  Joshua  ;    for  they   supposed    they 
should  find  little  mercy  from  him,  who  made 
war  that  he  might  entirely  destroy  the  nation 
of  the  Canaanites;  but  they  invited  the  peo- 
ple of  Cephirah  and  Kiriatbjearim,  who  were 
their  neighbours,  to  join  in  league  with  them; 
and  told  them,  that  neither  could  they  them- 
selves avoid  the  danger  they  were  all  in,  if 
the  Israelites  should  prevent  them,  and  seize 
upon    them;    so    when   they   had    persuaded 
them,  they  resolved  to  endeavour  to  escape 
the   forces   of  the   Israelites.       Accordingly, 
upon  their  agreement  to  wh;it  they  propos.'J, 
they  sent  ambassadors  to  Joshua  to  m.ike  a 
league  of  friend^hip  with  him,  and  those  such 
of  the  citizens  as  were  best  approved  of,  and 
most  capable  of  doing  w  hat  was  most  ajlvar;- 
tageous  to  the  multitude.     Now  these  a.i:bis- 
sadors  thought  it  dangerous  to  confess  them- 
selves  to   be  Canaanites,  but   thought  they 
might,  by  this  cont:' vince,  avoid  the  danger, 
namely,  by  saying  thai  they  bare  no  relation 
to  the  Canaanites  at  all,  but  dwelt  at  a  very 
great  distance  from  them  :  and  tbey  said  fiir- 
fher,  that  thej  came  a  long  way,  on  acccutlt 
of  the  reputation  he  had  gained  for  his  virtue: 
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»:)i1  as  a  mark  of  tbe  truth  of  what  they  said, 
'.Itey  showed  him  the  habit  they  were  in,  for 
thar  their  clothes  were  new  when  they  came 
out,  but  were  greatly  worn  by  the  length  of 
time  they  had  been  on  their  journey:  for  in- 
deed   they  took  torn  garments,  on   purpose 
that  they  mi|,'bt  make  him  believe  so.      So 
'hey  stood  in  the  midst  of  the  people,  and 
said    that   they  were   sent   by  the  people  of 
Gibeon,  and  of  the  circumjacent  cities,  which 
were  very  remote  from  the  land  where  they 
n  >w  were,  to  make  such  a  league  of  friend- 
ship with  them,  and  this  on  such  conditions 
as  were  customary  among  their  forefathers; 
for  when  they  understood  that,  b,  the  favour 
of  (iod,  and  his  gift   to  them,  they  were  to 
have   the  possession   of  the  land  of  Canaan 
bestowed  upon  them,  they  said  that  they  were 
vcr\  glad  to  hear  it,  and  desired  to  be  admitted 
into  the  number  of  their  citi/ens.      Thus  did 
tiiese  amlmssadors  speak ;  and  showing  them 
the  marks  of  tbeir  long  journey,  they  entreat- 
ed the  Hebrews  to  make  a  league  of  friend- 
ship   with    them.      Accordingly    Joshua,   be- 
lieving what  they  said,  that  they  were  not  of 
tile    nation   of  the   Canaaiiites,  entered  into 
friendship  with  them;  and  Eleazar  the  high- 
priest,  with  the  senate,  sware  to  them  that 
they  would  esteem  them  their  friends  and  as- 
sociates,   and    would    attempt    nothing    that 
should  be  unfair  against  them,  the  multitude  I 
also  assenting  to  the  oaths  that  were  made  to 
them.      So  these  men  having  obtained  what  I 
they  desired,  by  deceiving  the  Israelites,  went 
home:   hut  when  Joshua  led  his  armv  to  the 
country  at  the  bottom  of  the  mountains  of 
this  part  of  Canaan,  he  understood  that  the 
Uibeonites    dwelt    not    far    from    Jerusalem, 
and  that  they  were  of  the  stock  of  the  Ca- 
naanites;  so  he  sent  for  their  governors,  and 
reproached  them  with  the  cheat  they  bad  put 
upon    him;    but   they  alleged,  on  their  own 
behalf,  that  they  hati  no  other  way  to  save 
themselves  but  that,  and  were  therefore  forced 
to  have  recourse  to  it.      So  he  called  for  Ele- 
azar the  high-priest,  and  for  the  senate,  who 
thought  it  right  to  make  them  public  servants, 
that  they  might  not  break  the  oath  they  had 
made  to  them;  and  they  ordained  them  to  be 
so: — and  this  was  the  method  by  which  these 
men    found    safety    and    security    under    the 
:alu:nity  that  was  ready  to  overtake  them. 

17.  But  the  king  of  Jerusalem  took  it  to 
heart  that  the  Gibeonites  had  gone  over  to 
Joshua;  so  he  called  upon  the  kings  of  the 
n  ?.'ghhouring  nations  to  join  together,  and 
.Tiake  war  against  them.  Now  when  the  Gib- 
eonites saw  these  kings,  which  were  four,  be- 
sides the  king  of  Jerusalem,  and  perceived 
that  they  bad  pitched  their  camp  at  a  certain 
fountain  not  far  from  their  citv,  and  were 
getting  ready  for  the  siege  of  it,  they  called 
upon  Joshua  to  assist  them  ;  for  such  was  their 
ca^e,  as  to  expect  to  be  destroyed  bv  these 
Canaanites,  but   to  suppose  they  should   be 


saved  by  those  that  came  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Canaanites,  because  of  the  league 
of  friendship  that  was  between  them.  Ac- 
cordingly, Joshua  made  haste,  with  his  whole 
army  to  assist  them,  and  marching  day  and 
night,  in  the  morning  he  fell  upon  the  ene- 
mies as  they  were  going  up  to  the  siege;  and 
when  he  had  discomBted  them  he  followe-* 
them,  and  pursued  them  down  the  descen 
of  the  hills.  The  place  is  called  Beth-horon 
where  he  also  understood  that  God  assisted 
him,  which  he  declared  by  thunder  and  thun. 
der-bolts,  as  also  by  the  falling  of  hail  larger 
than  usual.  Moreover,  it  happened  that  the 
day  was  lengthened,'  that  the  night  might 
not  come  on  too  s()v\  and  be  an  obstruction 
to  the  zeal  of  the  Hebrews  in  pursuing  their 
enemies;  insomui-h,  that  Joshua  took  the 
kings,  who  were  hidden  in  a  certain  cave  at 
.Makkedah,  and  put  them  to  death.  Now, 
that  the  day  was  lengthened  at  this  time,  and 
was  longer  than  ordinary,  is  expressed  in  the 
books  laid  up  in  the  temple. f 

18.  These  kings  which  made  war  with,  and 
were  ready  to  fight  the  Gibeonites,  being 
thus  overthrown,  Joshua  returned  again  to 
the  mountainous  parts  of  Canaan;  and  when 
he  had  made  a  great  slaughter  of  the  people 
there,  and  took  their  prey,  he  came  to  the 
camp  at  Gilgal.  And  now  there  went  a  great 
fame  abroad  among  the  neighbouring  people, 
of  the  courage  of  the  Hebrews;  and  those  that 
heard  v. hat  a  number  of  men  were  destroyed, 
were  greatly  alfrigbted  at  it ;  so  the  kings  that 
lived  about  mount  Libaiuis,  who  were  Ca- 
naanites, and  those  Canaanites  that  dwelt  in 
the  plain  country,  with  auxiliaries  out  of  the 
land  of  the  Philistines,  pitched  their  camp  at 
Beroth,  a  city  of  the  I'pper  Galilee,  not  far 
from  Cadcsh,  which  is  itself  also  a  place  in 
Galilee.  Now  the  number  of  the  whole  ar- 
my was  three  hundred  thousand  armed  foot- 
men, and  ten  thousand  liorseinen,  and  twenty 
thousand  chariots;  so  that  the  multitude  of 
the  enemies  alfrigbted  both  Joshua  himself 
and  the  Israelites;  and  they,  instead  of  being 

•  Whether  this  lengthenioj;  of  the  day,  by  Ihr  ittand- 

ins  still  ot  ttie  sun  .ind  inoun,  were  physical  and  real,  liy 
the  miraculous  stnppnge  of  the  diurnal  motion  of  the 
earth  for  about  half  :i  revolution,  or  whelher  only  nppa-  t 
lent,  b>  aerial  p!ici>pli'.ri  imilalinc  the  sun  and  moon  as  " 
sritionarv  so  tint;,  white  clouds  and  the  ni,:lit  hid  the  real 
ones,  and  this  parhelion  or  mock  sun  afTnrdtnir  sufTicient 
lit;ht  for  Joshua's  pur-^iiit  and  complete  victory  (which 
aeriril  phosphoii  in  oilier  shapes  have  been  more  than 
ordinarily  common  of  late  years)  cannot  now  lie  deter- 
mined: philosophers  and  astronomers  will  naturally  in- 
cline to  this  latter  l.ypothesis.  lo  the  mean  time,  the 
fact  itself  was  nientiiuit  d  in  the  hnnk  of  .lasher,  now  lost. 
Josh.  X.  1:1.  and  is  confirmed  by  Isaiah  fxsriti  *.il).  Ha- 
bakkuk  (iii  II),  anil  hy  the  son  of  siracli  (Kccliis.  xl»u 
^J.  Ill  the  l.sfli  i*salm  of  Solomon,  ver  ii/t.  it  is  also  said 
of  the  luminaries,  with  relation,  no  doubt,  lo  this  and  the 
other  miraculous  st.indin^  slilt  and  com  back,  in  the 
days  of  Jo.sloia  and  Hezekiah.  "They  have  not  wan- 
dend,  ir.'m  the  day  thai  he  ciealed  them;  they  have  not 
lorsaken  Iheir  way  rroiii  ancient  ceneralions,  unless  it 
were  when  l.od  enjoined  them  [so  lo  do]  hy  the  c.7m- 
niauil  o' his  serv.inls."     See  AiiUient.  Rec    parlt.p.1.54 

*  Of  the  bo.iks  laid  up  in  llie  temple,  see  the  Dote  on 
Antiq  b.  iii.  chap.  1,  beet.  7. 
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full  of  fcopes  of  pood  success,  were  supir^Ii. 
tiouily  timorous,  with  the  great  terror  .viilj 
nbiefa  tliey  were  striiken.  Whereiipnii  G"<! 
upiiraiiied  them  wnth  the  fear  they  xvere  in, 
aiul  a5ked  them  whether  they  desired  a  greater 
help  than  he  could  affcrd  them;  and  pro- 
roiled  them  that  they  -should  overcome  their 
enemies:  and  withal  charfjed  them  to  make 
their  enemies'  horses  useless,  and  to  hurn  their 
chariots.  So  Joshua  became  full  of  cDuraee 
upon  these  promises  of  God,  and  went  out 
suddenly  aeainst  the  enemies;  and  after  five 
davs'  march  he  came  upon  them,  and  joined 
battle  with  tbem,  and  there  was  a  terrible  fight, 
and  such  a  number  were  slain  as  could  not 
be  believed  by  those  that  beard  it.  He  also 
went  on  in  the  pursuit  a  great  way,  and  de- 
stroved  the  entire  army  of  the  enemies,  few 
only  excepted,  and  all  the  kings  fell  in  the 
battle ;  insomuib,  that  when  there  wanted 
men  to  be  killtd,  Joshua  slew  their  horses, 
and  burnt  their  chariots,  and  passed  all  over 
their  country  without  opposition,  no  one  dar- 
ing to  meet  him  in  battle;  but  he  still  went 
on,  taking  their  cities  by  siege,  and  again  kill- 
ing wbatever  be  took. 

19.  The  fifth  year  was  now  past,  and  there 
was  not  one  of  the  Canaanites  remained  any 
longer,  excepting  some  that  had  retired  to 
places  of  great  strength.  So  Joshua  removed 
his  camp  to  the  mountainous  country,  and 
pidced  the  tabernacle  in  the  city  of  Shiloh.  fur 
that  seemed  a  fit  place  for  it.  becnuse  of  the 
beauty  of  its  situation,  until  such  time  as  their 
affairs  would  permit  them  to  build  a  temple; 
and  from  thence  he  went  to  Shechem,  together 
with  all  the  people,  and  raised  an  altar  «bere 
Moses  bad  betorehand  directed ;  then  did  he 
divide  the  army,  and  placed  one  half  of  them 
on  mount  Gerizzim,  and  the  other  half  on 
mount  Ebal,  on  which  mountain  the  altar 
wiis;'  he  also  placed  there  the  tribe  of  Levi, 
and  the  priests.  And  when  they  had  sacri- 
ficed, and  denounced  the  [blessings  and  the] 
.nirses,  and  had  left  them  engraven  upon  the 
altar,  they  returned  to  Shiloh. 

20.  And  now  Joshua  was  old,  and  saw  that 
the  cities  of  the  Canaanites  were  not  easily  to 
be  taken,  not  only  because  they  were  situate 
in  such  strong  places,  but  because  of  the 
strength  of  the  walls  themselves,  which  being 
built  round  about,  the  natural  strength  of  the 
places  on  which  the  cities  stood,  seemed  ca- 
pable of  repelling  their  enemies  from  beaeg- 
ing  them,  and  of  making  those  enemies  des- 
pair of  taking  them;  for  when  the  Canaan- 
ites had  learned  that  the  Israelites  came  out 
of  Egypt  in  order  to  destroy  them,  they  were 
busy  all  that  time  in  making  their  cities  strong. 
So  he  gathered  the  people  together  to  a  con- 
gregation at  Shiloh;  and  when  thev,  uith 
great  zeal  and  ha^te,  were  come  thither,  he 
observed  to  them   what  prosperous  successes 

•  Of  the  silnati  ■!!  'I  this  &]Ur,  KC  E»*i>  or-  Ibe  OW 
Trttimmt.  p    170,  171. 


tbey  bad  akeady  had,  and  what  glori-ju?  thingi 
had  bei  II  done,  anil  those  su<-h  as  were  wo.-thy 
of  that  God  who  enabled  them  to  do  those 
things,  and  worihy  of  the  virtue  of  those  laws 
which  they  followed.  He  took  notice  also, 
that  thirt\-ciiL'  iil  those  kings  ibat  venluicil 
to  i^ive  them  battle  were  overcome,  and  every 
artnv.  how  great  soever  it  were,  that  coi.fided 
in  their  own  power,  and  fought  with  them, 
was  utterly  destroyed;  so  that  not  so  much 
as  any  of  their  posterity  remained;  and  as  for 
the  cities,  since  some  of  them  were  taken,  but 
the  others  must  be  taken  in  length  of  time, 
bv  long  sieges,  both  on  account  of  the  strength 
of  their  walls,  and  of  the  confi.lence  the  in- 
habitants bad  in  them  thereby,  he  thought  it 
reasonable  that  those  tribes  that  came  along 
■*-ith  them  from  beyond  Jordan,  and  bad  par- 
taken of  the  dangers  they  had  undergone,  be- 
ing their  own  kindred,  should  now  be  di^- 
missed  and  sent  home,  and  should  have  thanks 
for  the  pains  they  had  taken  together  with 
ihem.  As  also,  he  thought  it  reasorahle  that 
they  should  send  one  man  oirt  of  every  tribe. 
and  he  such  as  had  the  testimony  of  extraor- 
dinary virtue,  who  should  measure  the  lar.ri 
faithtiillv,  and  without  any  fallacy  or  deceit 
should  inform  ihera  of  its  real  magnitude. 

•21.  Now  Joshua,  when  he  bad  thus  spoken 
te  them,  found  that  the  multitude  approved 
of  his  propo^^al.  So  he  sent  men  to  measure 
their  country,  and  sent  with  tbem  some  geo- 
metricians, who  could  not  easily  fail  of  know- 
ing the  truth,  on  account  of  their  skill  in  that 
art.  He  also  gave  them  a  charge  to  estimate 
the  measure  of  that  part  of  the  land  that  was 
most  fruitful,  and  what  was  not  so  good;  for 
such  is  the  nature  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  that 
one  may  see  large  plains,  and  such  as  are  ex- 
ceeding fit  to  produce  fruit,  which  yet,  if  they 
were  compared  to  other  parts  of  the  country, 
might  be  reckoned  exceedingly  fruitful;  yet  ii 
it  be  compared  xvith  the  fields  about  Jericho, 
and  to  those  that  belong  to  Jerusalem,  will 
appear  to  be  of  no  account  at  all ;  and  al- 
though it  so  falls  out  that  these  people  have 
but  a  very  little  of  this  sort  of  land,  and  that 
It  is,  fi>r  the  main,  mountainous  also,  yet  does 
it  not  come  behind  other  parts,  on  account 
of  its  exceeding  goodness  and  beauty ;  for 
which  reason  Joshua  thought  the  land  for  the 
tribes  should  be  divided  by  estimation  of  its 
goodness,  rather  than  the  largeness  of  its  mea- 
sure, it  often  happening,  that  one  acre  of  some 
sort  of  land  was  equivalent  to  a  thousaird 
other  acres.  >'ow  the  men  that  were  sent, 
which  were  in  number  ten,  travelled  all  about, 
and  made  an  estimation  of  the  land,  and  in 
the  seventh  month  came  to  him  to  the  city  of 
Shiloh,  where  tbey  had  set  up  the  tabernacle. 
•22.  So  Joshua  took  both  Eleazar  and  the 
senate,  and  w  irh  them  the  heads  of  the  tribes, 
and  distributed  the  land  to  the  nine  trilies, 
and  to  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh,  appointing 
the  dimensions  to  be  according  to  thii  larg«> 
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ne.-s  of  each  tribe.  So  when  he  had  Ciist  lots, 
Juduh  h;i(l  assigiied  hiin  by  lot  the  npptr  p.irt 
ot"  Jii(le>i,  re-ichiii^  as  t'jr  as  Jerusulein.  aad 
its  breadth  extetidcd  to  the  Luke  of  Sodom. 
N<uv  ill  the  lot  of  this  tribe  there  were  the 
cities  of  A»kciori  and  Gaza.  The  lot  of  Si- 
meon, which  u-as  the  second,  incUided  that 
part  of  Idumea  which  bordered  upon  Egypt 
nnd  An^biii.  A«  to  the  Beiijdiiiites,  their  tut 
tt'll  S'>,  tTuit  its  Idiii^th  reached  from  the  river 
Jordan  to  the  ^ea;  but  in  breadth  it  was 
hounded  by  Jeru>alem  and  Uethel;  and  this 
lot  was  the  narrowe't  of  all,  by  reason  of  the 
gooditess  of  the  land;  for  it  included  Jericlio 
and  the  city  of  JerusaK'in.  The  tribe  of 
Ephraiin  had  by  lot  the  land  that  extended  in 
letigth  from  the  ri^er  Jordan  to  Gezer;  but 
in  breidih  as  far  a-^  from  Bt'thel,  till  it  ended 
at  the  Great  Plain.  The  h.ilf-tribe  of  Man- 
a*SL*h  had  the  larid  from  Jordan  to  the  city 
Dora;  but  its  breadth  was  at  Belhshan,  which 
IS  now  called  Sylhopolis;  and  after  these 
was  I^sai-hur,  which  had  its  limits  in  length, 
Alount  Carnu'l  and  the  river,  but  its  limit  in 
breadth  was  Mount  Tabor.  The  tribe  of 
Zebulon's  lot  included  the  land  which  lay  as 
far  as  the  Lake  of  Gcncsareth,  and  that  which 
belonged  to  Carmel  and  the  sea.  The  tribe 
of  Aser  had  that  part  which  was  callett  the 
Vailcit,  for  such  it  was,  and  all  that  part  which 
lay  over>a^atnHt  Sidon.  The  city  Arce  be- 
longed to  thL-ir  share,  which  is  also  named 
Actipus.  The  Napbthalites  received  the  east- 
ern pirts,  as  far  as  the  city  ot  Damascus  and 
the  Upper  Galilee,  unto  Mount  Libanus,  and 
the  Fountains  of  Jordan,  which  rise  out  of 
that  mountain;  that  is.  out  of  that  part  of  it 
whoiie  liinits  belong  to  the  neighbouring  citv 
of  Arce.  Tiie  Daniies"  lot  included  all  that 
part  of  the  valley  which  respect.;  the  snn-set- 
ting,  and  were  bounded  by  Azotus  and  Dora; 
Hs  also  they  had  all  Jauinia  and  Gath,  irom 
Hki'on  to  tiiat  muui:tain  where  the  tribe  of 
Jud.ih  begins. 

23.  After  this  manner  did  Joshua  divide 
the  six  nations  (hat  bear  the  name  ot  the  Sons 
of  ('aiijan,  with  ihuir  land,  to  be  posses-ed 
by  the  eiine  tribes  and  a  half;  for  Moses  had 
[)re^ented  him,  aiu)  had  already  distributed 
the  land  of  the  Amorites,  wliich  itself  was  so 
called  aUo  from  one  of  the  sons  of  Canaan, 
to  the  two  tribes  and  a  halt,  as  we  have  shown 
already.  But  the  parts  about  Sidon,  as  also 
those  that  belonged  to  the  Arkites,  and  the 
Aniathites,  atui  the  Aradiuns,  were  not  yet 
regularly  disposed  of. 

'24.  But  now  was  Joshua  hindered  by  his 
age  from  executing  what  he  intended  to  do 
(as  did  those  that  succeeded  him  in  the  go- 
vernment, take  little  care  of  what  was  for  the 
advantage  of  the  public);  so  he  gave  it  in 
charge  to  every  trit)e  to  leave  no  remainder 
of  the  race  of  the  Canaanites  in  the  land  that  I 
bad  been  divided  to  them  by  lot;  that  Moses  J 
bad  assured  tbeai  beforehand,  ai'd  tbey  might  i 


rest  folly  satisfied  about  it,  that  their  own  se- 
curity and  their  observation  of  their  own  Uiws 
depended  wholly  upon  it-  Moreover,  be  en- 
joined them  to  give  thirty-eight  cities  to  the 
Levites,  f^r  they  bad  already  received  ten  in 
the  country  of  the  Amorites;  and  three  of 
these  be  assigned  to  those  that  (led  from  the 
man-slayers,  who  were  to  inhabit  there;  for 
he  was  very  solicitous  that  nothing  should  be 
neglected  which  Moses  had  ordained.  These 
cities  were  of  the  tnbe  of  Judah,  Hebron;  of 
that  of  Lphraim,  Shech^'m ;  and  of  that  of 
Naphthili,  Cadesh.  which  is  a  place  of  the 
Upper  Galilee,  lie  also  distributed  among 
them  the  rest  of  the  prey  not  yet  distributed, 
which  was  very  great;  whereby  they  had  an 
affluence  of  groat  riches,  b<>th  all  iu  genera!. 
and  every  one  iu  particular:  and  this  of  gold 
and  of  vestments,  and  of  other  furniture, 
besides  a  multitude  of  cattle,  whose  number 
could  not  be  told. 

25.  After  this  was  over,  he  gathered  the 
army  together  to  a  congregation,  and  spake 
thus  to  those  tribes  that  had  their  settlement 
in  the  land  of  the  .'Vmorites,  beyond  Jordan, 
—  for  tiftv  thousand  of  them  had  armed  them- 
selves, and  had  gime  to  the  war  along  with 
them:  —  '*  Since  that  God,  who  is  the  Father 
and  Lord  of  the  Hebrew  nation,  has  now 
given  us  thia  land  fur  a  possession,  and  pro- 
mised to  preserve  us  in  the  enjoyment  ot 
it  a-^  our  own  for  ever;  and  since  you  have 
with  alacrity  olfered  yourselves  to  assist  us 
when  we  wanted  that  assistance  on  all  occa- 
sions, according  to  bis  comuiHud,  it  is  but 
just,  now  all  our  dilficulties  are  over,  that  you 
should  be  permitted  to  enjoy  rest,  and  that  we 
should  trespass  on  your  alacrity  to  help  us  no 
longer;  that  so.  if  we  should  again  >tand  in 
need  of  it,  we  may  readily  ha.e  it  on  any 
fjture  emergency,  and  not  tire  you  out  so 
much  now  as  may  make  you  blower  tn  assist- 
ing us  another  time.  We,  therefore,  return 
you  our  thanks  fur  the  dangers  you  have  un- 
dergone with  us,  and  we  <!o  it  not  at  this  time 
only,  but  we  shall  always  be  thus  disposed; 
and  be  so  go'*d  as  to  rcmeiuher  our  triendi^, 
and  to  preserve  in  nnnd  u  hat  advantages  v\e 
have  had  from  them;  and  htiw  you  have  put 
olf  the  enjoyments  o:  ytuir  own  happiness  for 
our  sakes,  and  have  ialiou'ed  tor  what  v\e 
have  now,  by  the  good-will  ol  God,  obtained, 
and  resolved  not  to  enjoy  your  own  prosperity 
till  you  had  atforiled  us  that  assistance.  How- 
ever, you  have,  bv  joii.ing  your  labour  with 
ours,  gotten  great  plenty  of  riches,  and  will 
carry  home  with  you  much  prey,  with  gold 
and  silver,  and,  what  is  more  than  all  these, 
our  good- will  towards  you,  and  a  mind  will, 
ingly  disposed  to  make  a  requital  of  your  kind- 
ness  to  us,  in  what  case  soever  vou  shall  de- 
sire it,  for  you  have  not  omitted  any  thing 
which  .Mosfs  beforehand  rcfjuired  of  you.  nor 
have  _\ou  dc-i[>ised  hicn  because  he  was  dead 
and  gone  Irom  you.  ko  that  there  is  nothing 
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to  diminish  tbat  gratitude  which  we  owe  to 
you.  We  therefore  dismiss  }ou  joyful  to  your 
own  inheritances;  ami  we  entreat  you  to  sup- 
pose, that  there  is  no  limit  to  be  set  to  the  in- 
timate relation  that  is  between  us;  and  that 
you  will  not  imagine,  because  this  river  is  in- 
terposed between  us,  that  >ou  are  of  a  differ- 
ent race  from  us.  and  not  Hebrews;  for  we 
are  all  the  posterity  of  Abraham,  both  we  that 
inhabit  here,  and  you  that  inhabit  there;  and 
it  is  the  same  God  that  brought  our  forefathers 
and  yours  into  the  world,  whose  worship  and 
form  of  government  we  are  to  take  care  of, 
which  he  has  ordained,  and  are  most  carefully 
to  observe;  because,  while  you  continue  in 
those  laws,  God  will  also  show  himself  m»Tci- 
fiil  and  assisting  to  you;  but  ii  you  imitate 
the  other  nations,  and  forsake  those  laws,  He 
will  reject  your  nation."  When  Joshua  had 
spoken  thus,  and  saluted  them  all,  both  those 
in  authority  one  by  one,  and  the  whole  multi- 
tude in  common,  he  himself  staid  where  he 
was;  but  the  people  conducted  those  tribes 
on  their  journey,  and  that  not  without  tears  in 
their  eyes;  and  indeed  they  hurdly  knew  how 
to  part  one  from  the  other. 

2(5.  Now  when  the  tribe  of  Reuhel.and  that 
of  Gad,  and  as  many  of  the  Mana^Mtes  as 
followed  them,  were  passed  over  the  river,  they 
built  an  altar  on  the  banks  of  Jordan,  as  ii  mon> 
ument  to  posterity,  and  a  sign  of  their  relation 
to  those  that  should  inhabit  on  the  other  side. 
Uut  when  those  on  the  other  side  beard  that 
those  who  had  been  dismissed  Imd  built  nii 
altar,  but  did  not  hear  wirh  what  intention  ihey 
built  it,  but  supposed  it  to  be  by  wav  of  inno- 
vation, and  for  the  introduction  of  strange  gods, 
they  did  not  incline  to  dislH'lieve  it;  but  think- 
ing this  defamatory  report,  as  if  it  were  built 
fur  divine  worship,  was  credible,  they  appear- 
ed in  arms,  as  though  they  would  avenge  them- 
selves on  those  thiit  built  tbe  aitar;  and  they 
were  about  to  pass  over  tbe  river,  and  to  pun- 
ish them  for  their  subversion  of  the  laws  of 
tbeir  country;  for  they  did  not  thiiik  it  ht  to 
regard  them  on  account  of  their  kindred,  or 
the  dignity  of  those  that  had  given  tbe  occa- 
sion, but  to  regard  the  will  of  God,  and  tbe 
manner  wherein  he  desired  to  be  worshipped; 
so  these  men  put  themselves  in  array  for  war. 
liut  Jushua,  and  Eleazar  the  high-priest,  and 
the  senate,  restrained  them;  atid  persuaded 
them  lirst  to  make  trial  by  words  of  their  in- 
tention, and  afterwards,  if  they  found  that 
their  intention  was  evil,  then  ordy  to  proceed 
to  make  war  upon  them.  Accordingly,  they 
*ieiit  as  aml)assadors  to  them  Pbineas  tbe  son  of 
Eleazar.  and  ten  more  persons  that  were  in 
esteem  among  the  Hebrews,  to  learn  of  them 
what  tvas  in  tbeir  mind  when,  upon  passing 
over  the  river,  they  had  built  an  altar  upon 
its  banks;  and  iis  scon  as  these  p.ciihussadors 
Were  passed  over,  and  were  come  to  them,  and 
a  congrepttiofi  \v;i-^  as-cnililed,  Pbineas  stoud 
up  and  said.  Tb'it  ihe  olfeiice  tliey  Uati  been 


'  guilty  of  was  of  too  heinous  a  nature  to  be 
punished  by  words  alone,  or  by  them  only  tc 
be  amended  for  the  future,  jet  that  they  Jid 
not  so  look  at  the  heinousness  of  their  tra.;i- 
gression  as  to  have  recourse  to  arms,  and  to 
a  battle  for  their  punishment  immediat-i.y; 
but  that,  on  account  of  their  kindred,  and  -he 
probability  there  was  that  they  might  be  re- 
claimed, they  took  this  method  of  sending  an 
amb:issage  to  them:  *' That  when  we  have 
learned  the  true  reasons  by  which  you  have 
been  moved  to  build  this  altar,  we  may  nei- 
ther seem  to  have  been  too  rash  in  assauli-ng 
vou  by  our  weapons  of  war,  if  it  prove  ibal 
you  made  the  altar  for  justitiable  reasons,  and 
may  then  justly  punish  you  if  the  accusation 
prove  true;  for  we  can  hardly  suppose  that 
you,  who  have  been  acquainted  with  the  will 
of  God,  and  have  been  hearers  of  those  laws 


1  which  he  himself  hath  given  us,  now  you  are 
separated  from  us,  and  gone  to  that  patrimony 
of  yours,  which  you,  through  the  grace  ot 
God,  and  that  providence  which  he  exercises 
!  over  you,  have  obtained  by  lot,  can  forget  him, 
and  can  leave  tbat  ark  and  that  altar  which  is 
peculiar  to  us,  and  can  introduce  strange  gods 
j  and  imitate  the  wicked  practices  of  the  Ca- 
I  naanites.  Now  this  will  appear  to  have  been 
a  small  crime  if  you  repent  now,  and  proceed 
no  farther  in  your  niadness,  but  pay  a  due 
reverence  to,  and  keep  in  mind  the  laws  of 
your  country;  but  if  you  persist  in  your  sins, 
we  will  not  grudge  our  pains  to  preserve  our 
laws;  but  we  will  pass  over  Jordan  and  de- 
fend them,  and  defend  God  also,  and  shall 
esteem  of  you  as  of  men  no  way  ditTering  from 
the  Canaanitcs,  but  shall  destroy  you  in  the 
like  manner  as  we  destroyed  them;  for  do  not 
you  imagine  that,  because  you  are  got  over 
the  river,  you  are  got  out  of  the  reach  of 
God's  power;  you  are  everywhere  in  places 
that  belong  to  him,  and  impossible  it  is  to 
overrun  his  power,  and  the  punishment  he 
will  bring  on  men  thereby;  but  if  you  think 
that  your  settlement  here  will  be  any  obstruc- 
tion to  your  conversion  to  what  is  good,  no- 
thing need  binder  us  from  dividing  the  land 
anew,  and  leaving  this  old  land  to  be  for  tbe 
feeding  of  sheep;  but  you  will  do  well  to 
return  to  your  duty,  and  to  leave  off  these 
new  crimes;  and  we  beseech  you,  by  your 
children  and  wives,  not  to  force  us  to  punish 
vou.  Take  therefore  such  measures  in  this 
assembly,  as  supposing  that  your  own  safety, 
and  the  safety  of  those  that  are  dearest  to  you, 
is  therein  concerned,  and  believe  that  it  is 
better  for  you  to  be  conquered  by  words,  than 
to  continue  in  your  purpose,  and  to  experience 
deeds  and  war  therefore." 

27.  When  Phincas  had  discoursed  thus, 
the  governors  of  the  assembly,  and  the  whole 
multitude,  l)egan  to  make  an  apology  for 
themselves,  concerning  what  they  were  ac- 
cused of;  and  they  said,  That  they  neither 
would  depart  from  tlic  relation  they  bare  to 
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♦.li^m,  nor  had  Ibey  built  tbc  alUr  by  way  of 
i-iio\-Btion ;  that  they  owne<i  one  and  the 
inme  common  God  with  all  the  Hebrews, 
5Ti  that  brazen  altar  which  wa3  before  the 
ta'>ernacle,  on  which  they  would  offer  their 
sicriSi^s;  that  as  to  the  alUr  they  bad  raised, 
on  aci-ount  of  which  they  were  thus  suspect- 
-d,  it  was  not  built  for  worship.  "  but  that  it 
trisht  be  i  sign  and  a  monument  of  our  re- 
IV.ion  to  vou  for  ever,  and  a  necessary  caution 
»o  us  to'act  wisely,  and  to  continue  in  the 
liW5  of  our  country,  but  not  a  handle  for 
transgressing  them,  as  you  suspect :  and  let 
God  be  our  authentic  witness,  that  this  was 
the  occasion  of  our  building  this  altar; 
whence  we  beg  you  will  have  a  better  opinion 
of  us,  and  do  not  impute  such  a  thing  to  us 
as  would  render  any  of  the  posterity  of  Abra- 
ham  well  worthy  of  perdition,  in  case  they 
attempt  to  bring  in  new  rites,  and  such  as  are 
ditfereiit  from  our  usual  practices." 

28.   When  they  had  made  this  answer,  and 
Phineas  had  commended  them  for  it,  he  came 
to  Jo«hua  and  explained   before   the    people 
what  answer  tbey  had  received.    Now  Joshua 
was  glad  that  he  was  under  no  necessity  of 
setting  them  in  array  or  of  leading  them  to 
shed   blood,  and   make  war   against   men   of 
their  own  kindred;  and  accordingly  he  offered 
sacritjces   of  thankBgiving    to   Ged    for   the 
same.       So  Joshua  after  that  dissolved  this 
great  assembly  of  the  people,  and  sent  them 
to  their  own'  inheriunces,  while  be  himself 
lived  in  Shechem.    But  in  the  twentieth  year 
after  this,  when  be  was  very  old,  he  sent  for 
those  of  the  greatest  dignity  in  the  several 
cities,  with  those  in  authority,  and  the  senate, 
and  as  many  of  the  common  people  as  could 
be  present;  and  when  they  were  come  he  put 
ihi-m   in   mind  of  all  the  benefits  God   had 
bestowed  on  them,  which  could  not  but  be  a 
great  nianv,  since  from  alow  estate  they  were 
advanced  to  so  great  a  degree  of  glory  and 
plenty;  and  exhorted  them  to  take  notice  of 
the  intentions  of  God,    which   had   been   so 
gracious  towards  them ;   and  told  them  that 
the  Deity  would  continue  their  friend  by  no- 
thing else  but  their  piety;   and  that  it   was 
proper  for  him,  now  that  he  was  about  to  de- 
n  irt  out  of  this  life,  to  leave  such  an  admo- 
nition to  them;  and  he  desiretl  that  they  would 
keen  in  memory  this  his  exborWiion  to  them. 
•2&.   So    Joshua,    when   he    had    thus   dis- 
rn  irscd.  to  them,  died,  having  lived  a  hun- 
dr-d  a-id  ten   years;  forty  of  which   he  lived 
w-tb  Moses,  in  order  to  learn  what  might  be 
for  his  advantage  afterwards.      He  also  be- 
„,,r»  their    commander    after   his  death   for 
twenty-five  years.    He  was  a  man  that  wanted 
not  wisdom  nor  eloquence  to  declare  his  in- 
•>.'»ipni  to  the  people,  hut  very  eminent  on 
l-otb  .nrcounts.      He  w^is  of  great  courage  and 
magnanimity   in  action    and   in  dangers,  and 
vc-v  s.igaciou5  in   procuring  the  peace  of  the 
people,  and  of  great  virtue  at  all  proper  sea- 
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sons.  He  was  buried  in  the  city  of  Timnah, 
of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim.'  About  the  same 
time  died  Eleazar  the  high-priest,  leaving  the 
high-priesthood  to  his  son  Phineas.  His  mo- 
nument also,  and  sepulchre,  are  in  the  city  of 
Gabatha. 


CHAPTER  II. 


HOW,  AFTER  THE  DEATH  OF  JOSHUA  THEIR 
COMUANDER,  THE  ISRAELITES  TRANSGRESS- 
ED THE  LAWS  or  THEIR  COUNTRY,  AND  EX- 
PERIENCED GREAT  AFFLICTIONS ;  AND  WHEN 
THERE  WAS  A  SEDITION  ARISEN,  THE  TRIBE 
OF  BENJAMIN  WAS  DESTROYED,  EXCIFTINO 
ONLY  SIX  HUNDRED  MEN. 

§  1 .  After  the  death  of  Joshua  and  Eleazar, 
Phineas  prophesied, t  that  according  to  God's 
will  thev  should  commit  the  government  to 
the  tribe'  of  Judah,  and  that  this  tribe  should 
destrov  the  race  of  the  Canaanites;  for  then 
the  pe'ople  were  concerned  to  learn  what  was 
the  will  of  God.  They  also  took  to  their  as- 
sistance the  tribe  of  Simeon;  but  upon  this 
condition,  that  when  those  that  had  been  tribu- 
tary to  the  tribe  of  Juduh  should  be  slain,  they 
should  do  the  like  for  the  tribe  of  Simeon. 

2.   But  the  affairs  of  the  Canaanites  were 
at  this  time  in   a   aourishing  condition,  and 
they  expected  the  Israelites  with  a  great  army 
at  the  city  Bezck,  having  put  the  government 
into  the  hands  of  Adonibezek,  which  name 
denotes  the  Lord  of  Bezck,  for  Adoni  in  the 
Hebrew  tongue  signifies    Lord.     Now  they 
hoptd  to  have  been  too  hard  for  the  Israel- 
ites, because  Joshua  was  dead ;  but  when  the 
Isnilites  had  joined  battle  with  them,  I  mean 
thf  two  tribes  before  mentioned,  they  fought 
gloriously,  and  slew  above   ten  thousand  of 
Ibem,  an'd  put  the  rest  to  flight ;  and  in  the 
pursuit  they  took  Adonibezek,  who,  when  his 
•  Since  not  only  Procopius  »™l  Snidu,  but  «n  nrlicr 
anthor.  Mo.».  Lhurfnrn.i^  (p.  -yi.  53).  •nd  prrli.pi  from 
UinoriFin.l  aolhor  Maril..  l..lina.  one  as  old  »•  Alu- 
ander  the  lln-a"..  wU  down   llie  famon.   inscnpUon  at 
T.ineier  ronrernine   Ihe  old   CanaanUet  dnvrn   out  of 
Paleiline  by  Jo.l.na,  lake  il  here  ill  that  aiilhof.  own 
words-    ••  We  are  tho«e  e«ilr«  that  were   sovernor.    of 
Canaanites,  but  hate  been  driven  away  by  Joshua 
roblier,  and  are  come  to  inlial.it  here  •    See  the  not. 
th.-re      Not  i»  it  unworthy   of  our   notice   wliat    ,Mos«« 
Chorenenlis  add.  {p.  63),  and  Ihi.  upon  a  diliBenI  ex- 
amination. ri».  that    -one  of  those  einioeot  men  anions 
the  Caoainite.  came  at  the  same   Unie  ifilo    Arinenia, 
and  founded  the  Genthunian  family  or  tnhe ;  and   that 
Uiis  waa  confirmed  bv  the  manners  of  tlie  lame  family 
or  tribe,  aa  beiog  like  lho«  of  the  Canaanites. 

+  liy  pr«,^.mn<,.  when  spoken  of  a  hish-pnest.  JoM- 
phu^  b.;th  lierr  and  frequrnll,  el«e"bere.  ""»»«  ""  "!°™ 
rhancon.olt.i.«  Uod  h,  Unm.  which  •^^%'"'l'' '>'""'• 
bear  in  mind  upon  all  oci-J.sion..  And  if  M.  John,  who 
was  contemporary  with  Josephus.  and  of  the  «">'="""- 
irv.  made  usTof  this  style,  when  he  .a>»  that  "  t^iaphaa 
beinj  ..ish-priest  that  year,  propbe.ied  that  J""' "Ij"'''-" 
die  for  that  n.liun.  and  not  fur  Ihat  "»""""",''•''"  r 'i 
al„  he  should  ealher  to,e,her  in  one  the  children  of  God 
Ihal  were  scattered  abroad  ••  (...  41. -V^l.  »»  '"J' '"'"'^ 
me„i,  that  tin.  w»s  re.e.led  to  the  hieS-priest  by  an  ex- 
Iniunlin  irv  voice  Iron.  l«-tween  the  cberabims.  when  he 
na.l  hi.  breast-plate,  or  Urim  and  Th.....mim.  on  before: 
or  in  the  most  holy  place  ol  the  temple,  which  was  uo 
olher  ,lj.n  the  oracle  of  Unm  and  Thommim.  Of  wluch 
above,  iu  llie  note  on  Aolnl.  b.  ill.  chap.  viii.  sect  ». 
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fcigers  and  toes  were  cut  off  by  tliem.  said, 
"  liuy.  indeed,  I  was  noX  ahvajs  to  lie  con- 
cealed from  God,  as  1  find  by  wliiit  I  now 
ei.J:.r(;,  while  I  have  not  been  asUained  to  do 
tl.e  same  to  seventy-two  kinRS.""  So  they 
carried  him  alive  as  far  as  Jerusilenn ;  and 
wijen  he  was  dead,  they  buried  hiin  in  (he 
earth,  and  went  on  still  in  taking  the  cities: 
and  when  tliey  had  taken  the  greatest  part  of 
them,  they  besieged  Jerusalem ;  and  when  they 
had  taken  tne  lower  city,  which  was  not  un- 
der a  considerable  time,  they  slew  all  the  inha- 
biunts;  but  the  upper  city  was  not  to  be  taken 
without  great  difficulty,  through  the  strength 
of  its  >valls,  and  the  nature  of  the  place. 

3.  For  which  reason  they  removed  their 
camp  to  Hebron ;  and  when  they  had  taken  it, 
they  slew  all  the  inhabitants.  There  were 
tillthen  left  the  race  of  giants,  who  had  bo- 
dies so  large,  and  countenances  so  entirely 
different  from  other  men,  that  they  were  sur- 
prising to  the  sight,  and  terrible  to  the  hear- 
ing. The  bones  of  these  men  are  still  shown 
to  this  very  dav,  unlike  to  any  credible  rela- 
tions of  other  men.  Now  they  gave  this 
city  to  the  Levites  as  an  extraordinary  re- 
ward, with  the  suburbs  of  two  thousand 
cities;  but  the  land  thereto  belonging  they 
gave  as  a  free  gift  to  Caleb,  according  to  the 
injunctions  of  Moses.  This  Caleb  was  one  of 
the  spies  which  Moses  sent  into  the  land  ol 
Canaan.  They  alco  pave  land  for  habitation 
to  the  posterity  of  J?thro.  the  Midianite,  who 
was  the  father-in-Uw  to  Moses;  for  they  had 
left  their  own  counlr  j ,  nrd  follow  ed  them,  and 
acecmpanied  them  in  vh-;  wilderness. 

4.   Now  the  tribe?  of  Judah   and   Simeon 
took  the  cities  which  «e-e  in  toe  mountainous 

•  Tliis  crrat  tiuniber  of  st-Tcnlj  -two  result,  or  Bmall 
kiiur«.  I'ver  wtiofD  Adoniber?^  i.\o  ty.-^nnizt-d.  -tnd  f.T 


part  of  Oiiiaen,  as  also  Askelr-n  and  Asbdod, 
of  those  that  lay  near  the  sea;  hut  Gaza  and 
Ekron  escaped  ihem,  for  they,  lying  in  a  fiat 
country,  and  having  a  great  number  of  cha- 
riots, sorely  galled  those  that  attacked  tbem; 
so  these  tribes,  when  they  were  grown  very 
rich  by  this  war,  retired  to  tneir  own  cities, 
and  laid  aside  their  weapons  of  war. 

5.  But  the  Benjauiites,  to  whom  belonged 
Jerusalem,  permitted  its  inhabitants  to  pay 
tribute.  So  tbey  all  left  off,  the  one  to  kill, 
and  the  other  to  expose  themselves  to  danger 
and  had  time  to  cultivate  the  ground.  Th« 
rest  of  the  tribes  imitated  that  of  Benjamin, 
and  did  the  same;  and,  contenting  themselves 
with  the  tributes  that  were  paid  them,  per- 
mitted the  Canaanitcs  to  live  in  peace. 

6.  However,  the  tribe  of  Ephraim,  when 
they  besieged  Bethel,  made  no  advance,  nor 
performed  any  thing  worthy  of  the  time  they 
spent,  and  of' the  pains  tbey  took  about  that 
siege;  vet  did  they  persist  in  it,  still  sitting 
down  before  the  city,  thouah  they  endured  great 
trouble  thereby:  but.  after  some  tune,  tbey 
caught  one  of  the  citizens  that  came  to  tbem 
to  get  necessaries,  and  they  gave  him  some 
assurances,  that  if  he  would  deliver  up  the 
city  to  them,  they  would  preserve  him  and  bis 
kindred ;  so  he  sware  that,  upon  those  terms, 
he  would  put  the  city  into  their  hands.  Ac- 
cordingU,  he  that  thus  betrayed  the  city  was 
presiTved  with  bis  family;  and  the  Israelites 
slew  all  the  Inhabitants,  and  retained  the  city 
for  themselves. 

7.  After  this,  the  Israelites  grew  effeminate 
as  to  fighting  any  more  against  their  enemies, 
but  appUed  themselves  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  land,  which  producing  thein  great  plenty 
and  riches,  they  neglected  the  regular  dispo- 
sition of  their  settlement,  and  indulged  ihero- 


wiiioii  he  "a»  punishtd  arcoH'ns  to  ihe  Irx  (a'lmis.  •«  \  ^\^.^^  [„  luxury  and  pleasures;  nor  were  they 

Wfll  as  the  ihirt\-onc  kingfoi  Can.'ak  suSdaeft  l»y  Jo-  *  r  i    *      u .k^  U.«c  that  ht* 

rhul"  d  namrf  ,n  onr  rh-.pi«  (■o.s.  rn).  and  ii.iriv- ;  any  longer  careful  to  bear  the  laws  that  be- 
'K-rni-HiaJ  tine  of  I  long^  to  their  political  government ;  wbere- 
■"forc'o'  7o" ™i.'  I  upon  God  was  provoked  to  anger,  arid  put 
lit  monarc.ira  it-,  them  in  mind,  first,  how,  contrary  to  his  di- 
rn.  «Im  MS  i.->A  I  rations,  they  had  spared  the  Canaanites;  and, 
Z^luL  waL'^c   I  a.''er  that,  how  those  Canaanites.  as  opportu- 


ttitimalc  ._  -_         --  -. 

menl  amoti;  wvetal  nations  brfurp  llie  monarc.  ira  if- 
(Tin.  *ii.  thai  every  city  or  large  tow 
boiirioe  TilUije*,  was  a  dis'incc  guvrmi 
which   is   the  more  rrmariahle.  b«-auM 
tainly  the  f»rra  of  e«-clesiasliral    cnrernincnt  th:il   w-s  • 
Sfttled    by  the  apostles,  and    preserved  thn»ii;liout  tht 
Chri<it:an  chorrh  in  the  first  apes  ol  Chnslianity      Mr. 
Ad.iisMit  19  of  opinion,  (hat  ••  il  would  cenainlj  l>e  f.>r  I 
the  good  of  mankind  to  have  all    the   lui^nty   eropirr>  | 
and    monareliies  of  the  world  c.-\ntoned  out  into  pellj 
stales  an-l  piioclpulilies.  which,  lik'-  »u  many  laree  fami- 
lies, raiKht  lie   under  the  ub»erTalion    of    the:r   prope- 
Roveroors,  »n  that  Ihe  care  u(  the  prince  might  extend 
itself  U>  every    individual   person  under  his  protection^ 
tbntvi^h    he  despairs   of  such  a   srheme    beiuc   brought 
ahouL  and  thinks  that  if  it  were,  it  would  quickly  be  de- 
»tro>ed.**      Retnar-s   on   ItaW.  -ito,   p.    101..    Nor  is  it 
unfit  to  be  ohsened    here,  tiiat  the  Armenian  reeords, 
thnpqh  they  Bive  us  the  history  of  thiit>-nine  of  their 
ancientest  heroes  or  eovernors  after  ih^  Hood,  beiore 
tile  days  of  >ardan;.paliis.  had  no  proper  kin?  till  the 
fo'lif^lK.  Parwos      Si-e  .>lose.s  Chi»renensis.  p.  o&.     And 
that  Almighiy  G-id  does  not  approve  ol   such  absolute 
anJ    tyranniMl    monarches,  any    t*ne    may    learn     that 
irjds    Ueot    ivii.    1+— 20.  and    1  Sam    vui.    l—ii:   al- 
Ihouih.  if  .•m:h  kinas  are  set   up  ^«  own  him  tor  tbetr 
supreme  ktoe,  and  aim  to  govern  accordine  (o  his  laws. 


[iit>  "sepved.  used  them  very  barbarously  But 
iht  Isrrelitos,  though  they  wtre  in  heaviness 
at  rheje  s.'iuionilioi»s  from  God,  >el  were  they 
still  ver>  unv^illing  to  go  to  war;  and  since 
they  goi  la.-jre  tributes  from  the  Canaanites. 
and  were  i:id»rDO-cd  for  taking,'  pains  by  their 
luxury,  they  suirer.^ri  their  aristocrary  to  be 
corriipleii  aUo»  .iuC  di"'  not  ordain  themselves  a 
senate,  nor  any  other  siT'-l  magistrates  as  their 
laws  hatl  formerly  refjirroi.  but  they  were 
very  much  given  to  cultivi*in|!:  their  fields, 
in  order  to  ?et  wealth;  wIiirL  ^reat  indolence 
of  theirs  brought  a  t€^rib\^J  r-^dition  upon 
tbem,  and  they  proceeded  so  far  a\  *.o  fight  one 
against  another,  from  the  followTnt  occasion: 
8.    There    was  a   Levite/   a  mai.  ^   vuU 

t;;'hIira"dmi;.i^Vf"i'hem:aad  prolecud  U.em  and  their         *.  Josephus'.    eariy    date  otjh.s  hi^i.-ry.   ^'^J^ 
objects  ii.  all  generat«.n..  '  b^iaoiag  o4  Um  Judge.,  or  when  tbem  was  «•  .UDf  -« 
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gar  fimilv.  tbat  belonged  to  the  tribe  of  Eph- 
raim.  and  dwelt  therein:  this  man  niarru'd  a 
wite  from  liethlehem.  which  is  a  place  uelnng- 
ing  to  the  tribe  of  Judah.      Now  he  was  very 
fond  of  his  wife,  and  overcome  with  her  be.iiity ; 
but  he  w.ii  ui.hipiiy  in   ilns,  that    he  did   riot 
meet  with   the  bke  return  of  alfe.-tion   from 
her,  fnr  she  was  averse  to  him.  wliiclj  did  more 
inn'ime  bis  |las^iun  for  her,  so  that  they  quar- 
relled one  with  another  perpetually;    and  at 
Vast  the  woman  was  so  disgusted  at  these  fpiar- 
rels.  that  she  left  her  husband,  arid   went   to 
her  parents  in  the  fourth  month.      The  hus- 
haml  being  very  uneasy  at  this  her  departure, 
mid  tbat  out  of  his  fondness  for  her.  eame  to 
his  father   and  mother-in-law,  and   made  up 
their  quarrels,  and  was  reconeiled  to  her,  and 
lived   with    them    there   four  days,  as  being 
kindly  treated  hv  her  parents.      On  the  blth 
day  he  resolved  to  go  home,  and  went  away 
in  the  evening;   for  his  wife's  parents  were 
Uith  to  part  with  their  daughter,  and  delated 
the  time  till  the  day  was  gone.      Now  they 
had  one  servant  that  followed  them,  and  an 
ass  oil  whieh  the  woman  rode;  and  when  they 
were    near    Jerusalem,  having   gone    already 
thirty  furlongs,  the  servant  advised  them   to 
take'up  their  lodgings  somewhere,  lest  some 
misfortune  should  bef.dl  them  if  they  travelled 
in  the  ni-ht,  especially  siiiee  they  were  not 
far  off  enemies,  that  season  often  giving  re.i- 
son  for  suspicion  of  dangers  from  even  such 
as  «re  frleniU;   but  the  husband  was  not  pleas- 
eii  wiih  this  advi  e,  nor  was  he  willing  to  take 
up  his  lodging  among  strangers,  for  the  city 
belonged  to  the  Ci-naanites,  but  desired  ra- 
ther to  go  twenty  furlongs  firther,  and  so  to 
take    their    lodgings    in   some    Israeliie  city. 
Accordinglv,   he    obtained    his   purpose,   and 
eame  to  Gibeah,  a  city  of  the  tribe  of  Ben- 
jamin, when  it  was  just  dark;   and  while  no 
one  that  lived  in  the  market-place  invited  hiui 
to  lodge   with  him,  there  came  nn  old  man 
cut  of  the  field,  one  that  was  indeed  of  the 
tribe  of  Ephraim,  but  resided  in  Gibeah,  and 
met  him,  and  asked  him  who  he  was,  and  for 
what  reason  he  came  thither  so  late,  and  why 
he  was  looking  out  for  provisions  for  supper 
when  it  was  dark?    To  which  he  replii-d,  tlnit 
he  was  a  Levite,  and  was  bringing  his  wife 
from  her  parents,  and  was  going  home ;    but 
he  told  him  his  habitation  was  in  the  tribe  ot 
Kphraim;  so  the  old  man.  as  well  because   ol 
their  kindred  as  bec.iuse  they  lived  in  the  same 
tribe,  and  also  because  they  had  thus  acci- 
dentally met  together,  took  him  in  to  Indgc 
with   him.      Now  certain  young  men  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Gibeah,  having  seen  the  woman 
ill  the  market-place,  and  admiring  her  beauty, 

Isiwl  (JiiJsesi  xix  1).  ia  sironiily  confirme.!  '.n  Ihe  lari-c 
numUiT  of  Hri.iLiiuaeb.  bolli  ui  l>»-  !!■'>'•  "'  a»J  iind  .l<^- 
llo,l,apli;iI  (i  Cl.t..!..  xiv  «;  a<,.\  wi,  17).  wl„i  yrt  were 
hric  n-diicMl  lo  six  Itumlrrrt  nieii;  n,.|  ran  Ihi-sc  nu  ..- 
hen  be  al  a!l  siii>p.<>t;d  g.-iinine.  if  Ui«*>  «tie  i.-.lui:*.<i  su 
law  us  <::e  i-i.ij  ut  ibe  Judges,  wl.eie  our  oilier  copies 
pUa*  tttis  reduction. 
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when  they  understood  that  she  locked  w;tL 
the  old  man,  eame  to  ihe  doors,  as  coiilei.i.iuig 
the  weakness  and  feviness  of  the  old  ii.tn  f 
family;  and  when  the  old  man  desired  thcr.l 
to  go  awav.  and  not  to  offer  any  violence  oi 
abuse  there,  thev  desiicd  him  to  yield  thr.n 
up  the  strange   woman,  and  then  ho  should 
have  no  harm  done  to  hinti:  and  when  the  old 
man  alleged  that  the   Levite  was  ot  his  kin- 
dred, and  that  they  would  be  guilty  of  horrid 
wkk'ediiess  if  thev  sulfered  themselves  to  be 
ovTrcome   hv  their    pleasures,  and  so  offend 
against  their  laws,  thev  despised  his  righteous 
admonition,  and  l.iuKbed  him  to  scorn.     They 
also  threatened  to  kill  him  if  he  became  an 
obstacle    to    their    inclinations;    whereupon, 
«hen  he  found  himself  in  preat  distress,  and 
yet  was  not  willing  to  overlook   his  guests, 
and  see  them  abused,  he  produced  his  own 
daughter  to  thein;  and  told  them  that  it  was 
a  smaller  breach  of  the  law  to   satisty  their 
lust  upon  her,  than  to  abuse  his  guests,  sup- 
poking  that  he  himself  should  by  this  means 
prevent  any  injiirv  to  be  done  to  those  guests. 
When  thev  no  way  abated  of  their  earnestness 
for  the  strange  woman,  but  insisted  absolutely 
on  their  desires  to  have  her.  he  entreated  them 
not  to  perpetrate  any  such  act  of  injustice; 
but  thev  proceeded  to  take  her  away  by  force, 
and  indulging  si  ill  more  the  violence  ot  their 
inclinations,  thev  took  the  woman  »«••■>,»." 
thiir  house,  and  when  they  had  satisfied  their 
lust  upon  her  the  whole  night,  they  let  her  go 
about  dav -break.      So  she  eame  to  the  jdace 
where  she  had  been  entertained,  under  great 
affliction  at  »hat  had  happened;  and  ^v^y^'/ 
sorrowful  upon  occasion  of  what  she  had  sul- 
fered, and  durst  not  look  her  husband  in   t,.e 
face    for   sh  ime,    for    she  concluded  that  he 
would    never   forgive    her  for  what  she  had 
done-  so  she  fell  down,  and  gave  up  the  ghost: 
but  her  husband  supposed  tbat  his  wife  vvas 
only  fast   a,leep,  anil,  thinki  ig  nothing  ot  a 
more  melancholy  nature  had  happened,  endea- 
voiired  to  raise  her  up,  resolving  to  speak  com- 
fortably  to  her,  since  she  did  not  voluntonly 
expose  heroelf  to  these  men's  lust,  but   was 
forced  away  to  their  house;  hut  as  soon  as  he 
perceived  she  was  dead,  he  acted  as  prudently 
as  the  greatness  of  his  misfortunes  would  ad- 
niit,  and  laid  his  dead  wife   upon  the  brasl, 
and  carried  her  home;  and  cutting  her,  limb 
by  limb,  into  twelve  pieces,  he  sent  them  to 
every  tribe,  and  gave  it  in  charge  to  those  that 
cariied  them,  to  inform  the  tribes  of  thoso 
that  were  the  causes  of  his  wife  s  death,  and 
of  tiie  violence  thev  had  offered  to  her. 

9.  Upon  this  the  people  were  greatly  dis- 
turbed at  what  thev  saw,  and  at  what  they 
heard  as  never  having  had  the  experience  of 
such  a  thim;  before;  so  they  gathered  the.*;. 
selves  to  Sl.ibdi.  out  of  a  proibgious  and  a 
just  anger,  and  assembling  in  a  gre-.t  congra- 
gatinn  before  the  tabernacle,  they  immediate- 
ly resolved  to  take  arms,  and  to  treat  the  m- 


138 

babiUnts  of  Gibeah  M  enemies;  but  the  se- 
nate restrained  them  from  doing  so,  and  per- 
(uaded  them,   that  they  ought  not  so  hastily 
to  make  war  upon  people  of  the  same  nation 
with  them,  before  they  discoursed  them  by 
words  coiiierning  the  accusation  laid  against 
them;  it  being  part  ot  their  law,  that  they 
should  not  bring  an  army  against  foreigners 
themselves,  when  they  appear  to  have  been 
injurious,  without  sending  an  embassage  first, 
and  triing  thereby  whether  they  will  repent 
or  not:  and  accordingly  they  exhorted  them 
to  do  what   they  ought  to  do  in  obedience 
to  their  laws,  that  is  to  send  to  the  inha- 
bitants   of   Gibeah,   to  know   whether  they 
would  deliver  up  the  offenders  to  them,  and, 
if  they  deliver  them  up,  to  rest  satisfied  with 
the   punishment  of  those    otfcnders;    but  if 
they  despised  the  message  that  was  sent  them, 
to  punish  them,   by   taking   up  arms  against  i 
them.     Accordingly  they  sent  to  the  inhabi-  j 
tants  of  Gibeah,  and  accused  the  young  men 
of  the  crimes  committed  in  the  aiffair  of  the 
Levitc's    wife,   and  required   of  them   those 
that  had  done  what  was  contrary  to  the  law, 
that  they  might  be  punished,  as  having  justly 
deserved  to  die  for  what  they  had  done  ;  but 
the  inhabitants  of  Gibeah  would  not  deliver 
up  the  young  men,  and  thought  it  too  reproach- 
ful  to  them,  out  of  fear  of  war,  to  submit  to 
other  men's  demands  upon  them;   vaunting 
themselves  to  be  no  way  inferior  to  any  in  war, 
neither  in  number  nor  in  courage.     The  rest 
of  their  tribe  were  also  making  great   prepa- 
ration  for  war,  for  they  were  so  insolently 
mad  as  also  to  resolve  to  repel  force  by  force. 
10.    VThen  it  was  related  to  the  Israelites 
what  the  inhabitants  of  Gibeah  had  resolved 
upon,  they  took  their  oath  that  no  one  of  them 
would  give  his  daughter  in  marriage  to  a  Ben- 
janiite,  but  make  war  with  greater  fury  against 
them   than   we  have  learned  our  forefathers 
made  war  q^inst  the  dnaaniles;  and   sent 
out  presently  an  army  of  four  hundred  thou- 
sand against  them,  w  hile  the  Benjamites'  army 
was  taent>-tive  thousand  and  six  hundred; 
five"hnndred  of  whom  were  excellent  at  sling- 
ing stones  with  their  left  bands,  insomuch  that 
when  the  Ijattle  was  joined  at  Gibeah  the  Ben- 
jamites  beat  the  Israelite*,  and  of  them  there 
fell  two  thousand  men;   and  probably  more 
bad  been  destroyed  had  not  the  night  come  on 
and  prevented  it,  and  broken  otTthe  fight;  so 
the  Benjamites  returned  lothe  city  with  joy, 
and  the  Israelites  returned  to  their  camp  in  a 
great  fright  at  what  had  happened.      On  the 
next  day,  when  they  fought   again,  the  Ben- 
jamites beat  them;  and  eighteen  thousand  of 
the  Israelites  were  slain,  and  the  rest  deserted 
their  camp  out  of  fear  of  a  greater  slaughter. 
So  ihev  came  to  Bethel,*  a  city  that  was  near 
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their  camp,  and  fasted  on  the  next  dajr ;  ami 
besought  God,  by  Phineas  the  higb.pricst, 
that  his  wrath  against  them  might  cease,  m.-id 
that  he  would  be  satished  with  these  two 
defeats,  and  give  them  the  victory  and  power 
over  their  enemies.  Accordingly,  God  pro- 
mised them  so  to  do,  by  the  prophesying  ot 
Phineas. 

1 1.    SVhen  therefore  they  had  divided  the 
army  into  two  parts,  they  laid  the  one  half  of 
them  in  ambush  about  the  city  Gibeah,  by 
night,  while  the  other  half  attacked  the  Ben- 
jamites,  who  retiring  upon  the  assault,  the 
Benjamites  pursued  them,  while  the  Hebrews 
retired   by  slow  degrees,  as  very  desirous  to 
draw  them  entirely   from  the   city;  and  the 
other  followed  them  as  they  retired,  till  both 
the  old  men  and  the  young  men  that  were 
left  in  the  city,  as  too  weak  to  fight,  came 
running  out  together  with  them,  as  willing  to 
bring  their  enemies  under.      However,  when 
they  were  a  great  way  from  the  city,  the  He- 
brews ran   away  no   longer,  but  turned  back 
to  fight  them,  and  lifted   up  the  signal  they 
bad  agreed  on  to  those  that  lay  in  ambush, 
who  rose  up,  and  with  a  great  noise  fell  upou 
the  enemy.     Now,  as  soon  as  ever  they  per- 
ceived themselves  to  be  deceived,  they  knew 
not  what  to  do;  and  when  they  were  driven 
into  a  certain  hollow  place  which  was  in  a  val- 
ley, they  were  shot  at  by  those  that  encom- 
passed them,  till  they  were  all  destroyed,  ex- 
ceptiug  six  hundred,  which  formed  thcinselves 
into  a  close  body  of  men,  and   forced  their 
passage  through  the  midst  of  their  enemies, 
and  ded  to  the  neighbouring  mountains,  and, 
seizing  upon  them,  remained   there;   hut  the 
rest  of  them,  being  about  twenty-five  thou- 
sand,   were   slain.      Then   did   the   Israelites 
burn  Gibeah.  and  slew  the  women,  and  the 
males  that  were  under  age;  and  did  the  same 
also  to  the  other  cities  of  the  Benjamites; — 
and,    indeed,  they   were  enraged  to  that  de- 
gree, that  they  sent  twelve  thousand  men  out 
of  the  army,  and  gave  them  orders  to  destroy 
Jabesh  Gil'ead,  because  it  did  not  join  with 
theui  in  fighting  against  the  Benjamites.     Ac- 
cordingly, those  that  were  sent  slew  the  men 
of  war,  with  their  children  and  wives,  except- 
ing four  hundred  virgins.      To  such  a  degree 
had  they  proceeded   in  their  anger,   because 
they  not  only  had   the  suffering  of  the  Le- 
\iie's    wife  to  avenge,    but  the  slaughter  ol 
their  own  soldiers. 

12.  However,  they  afterward  were  sorry 
for  the  Cilaniitj  they  bad  brought  upon  the 
Benjamites,  and  appointed  a  fast  on  that  uj- 
count,  although  they  supposed  those  men  bad 
suffered  justly  for  their  offence  against  !he 
laws;  so  they  recalled  by  their  ambassadors 
those  six  hundred  which  had  escaped.  Tbeie 
had  seated  themselves  on  a  certain  rock  called 


•  Josrpbas  wTfns  herf  tc  h»Te  mmde  a  iroall  mistake, 
wh.u  Ue  to.  i  the  Hebrew  word  Dtlk-El.  uhich  denutra 
Ikt  Kt^te  "'  0"wi.  vr  /A'  t<l6#'nor/f.  Jud«.  XX.  l.-i  for 
Ml*  {•rop'l  ^uu  -4  •  l>l>o    B-^UxL  it  Do  w»]  •ppeknilf 
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true,  tt.ai  >hiloll,  Ibe  place  uf  ihe  labcmacl*  in  the  (Lijfa 
r/  Ihe  Ju^ce*.  wv  ne»  Ut  Irom  BelteL 
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Rimmon,  wUic'j  \n»  in  the  wilderness.   So  the 
«mbassadors  lamented  not  only  the  disaster 
•,hrit  had  befallen  the  Benjainitcs,  but  them- 
jelves  also,  by  this  destruction  of  their  kin- 
dred;  and  persuaded  tbem  to  Uke  it  patiently, 
and  io  come  and  unite  with  tbem,  and  not,  so 
far  as  in  them  lay.  to  Rive  their  suffrage  to  the 
utter  destruction  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin ;  and 
■aid  to  tbem,  "  We  give  you  leave  to  take  the 
whole  land  of  Benjamin  to  yourselves,  and  as 
m-jcb  prey  as  )ou  are  able  to  carry  away  with 
jju."     So  these  men  with  sorrow  confessed, 
♦hat  what  had  lieen  done  was  according  to  the 
decree  of  God,  and  had  happened   for   their 
own  wickedness;  and  assented  to  those  that 
invited  them,  and  came  down  to  their  own 
tribe.    The  Israelites  also  gave  them  the  four 
hundred  virgins  of  Jabesh  Uilead  lor  wives; 
but  as  to  the  remaining  two  hundred,  they 
deliberated  about  it  how  they  might  compass 
wives  enough  for  them,  a..d  that  they  might 
have  children  bv  tbem;  and  whereas  they  had, 
before  the  war 'began,  taken  an  oath,  that  no 
one  would  give  liis  d  nigbter  to  wile  to  a  Hen- 
jamite,  some  advised  then  to  have  no  rcgarO 
to  what  they  had  sworn,  because  the  oath  had 
not  been  taken  advi^dly  and  judicmusly,  but 
in  a  pa^sion,  and  thought  thai  they  should  do 
nothing  against  Cod,  if  tb.y  .vere  able  to  save 
a  whole  tribe  which  was  in  dinger  of  perish- 
ing ;    and  tluit    perjury  was   then   a  sad   and 
dangerous  thing,  not  when  it  is  done  out  of 
necessity,  but  when  it  is  done  with  a  wicked 
inlentioii.    But  when  the  senate  were  affright- 
ed at  the  very  name  of  perjury,  a  certain  per- 
son told  them  that  he  rould  »how  them  a  way 
whereby  thev  might  procure  the   Bunjamites 
wives  enough,  and,  yet  keep  their  oath.     They 
asked  him  what  bis  proposal  was.     He  said, 
"  That  three  times  in  a  year,  when  we  meet 
in  Shilob,  our  wives  and  our  daughters  ac- 
comiiany  us:   let  then  the  Benjamites  he  al- 
lowed to  steal  away,  and  marry  such   women 
as  they  can  catch,  while  we   will  neither  in- 
cite  them  nor  forbid  them;   and  when  their 
p.irents   take   it   ill,    and   desire  us  to  inflict 
punishment  upon  them,>ve  will  tell  them,  that 
they  were  themselves  the  cause  of  what  bad  ] 
happened,  bv  neglectinfl  to  guard  their  daugh- 
ters, and  that  they  ought  not  to  be  over- 
angry  at  the  Benjamites,  since  that  anger  was 
.•irn-.itted  to  rise  too  high  already."     So  the 
Israelites  were  persuailed  to  follow  this  ad- 
vice, and  decreed.  That  the  Benjamites  should 
■ju  allowed  thus  to  steal  themselves   wives, 
so  when  the  festival  was  coming  on,  these 
two  hundred  Benjamites  lay  in  ambush  be- 
fore the  city,  by  two  and  three  together,  and 
•^raited  for  the  coming  of  the  virgins,  in  the 
vineyards  and  other  places  where  they  could 
lie  concealed.      Accordingly  the  virgins  came 
ftl„ng  playing,  and  suspected  nothing  of  what 
was  coming  upon  them,  and  walked  after  an 
•i-.c:arded  manner,  «o  those  thnt  lay  scattered 
iii'the    rotid,    row    up,  and   caught    bold  of 
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them:  by  this  means  these  Benjamites  got 
them  wives,  and  fell  to  agriculture,  and  took 
good  care  to  recover  their  former  happy  state. 
And  thus  was  this  tribe  of  the  Benjamites, 
after  they  h.id  been  in  danger  of  entirely  pe- 
rishing, saved  in  the  manner  fore-mentioned, 
by  the  wisdom  of  the  Israelites:  and  accord- 
ingly it  presently  flourished,  and  soon  in- 
creased  tu  be  a  multitude,  and  came  to  enjoy 
all  other  degrees  of  happiness.  And  such  wa« 
the  conclusion  of  this  war. 


CHAPTER  III. 

HOW  THE  ISRAELITES  AETEB  THIS  MISFOIl- 
TCNE  GREW  WICKED,  AND  SERVED  THE 
ASSYRIANS;  AND  HOW  COD  DELIVEKED 
THEM  BY  OTilMt-L,  WHO  RULED  OVE« 
THEM    FORTY  YEARS. 

§  1.  Now  it  happened  that  the  tribe  of  Dan 
suffered  in  like  manner  with  the  tribe  of  Btn- 
jamin  ;  and  it  cmne  to  do  so  on  the  occasion 
following;— When  the  Israelite*  had  already 
left  off  the  exercise  of  their  arms  for  war,  and 
were  intent  upon  their  husbandry,    the  Ca- 
naanitea  despised  them,  and  brought  together 
an  armv,  not  because  they  expected  to  suffer 
hv  them,  but  because  they  had   a  mind   to 
b'avc  a  sure  prospect  of  treating  the  Hebrews 
ill  when  they  plea«ed.  and  might  thereby  for 
the  time  to  come  dwell  in  their  own  cities  the 
more  securely;  th.v  prepared  therefore  their 
chariots,  and  gathered  their  soldiafy  together, 
their  cities  also  combined  together,  and  drew 
over  to  them  Askelon  and  Ekron,  which  were 
within  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and  many  more  of 
those  that  lay  in  the  plain.     They  also  forced 
tbe  Daniles  to  flv  into  the  mounUinous  coun- 
try  and  left  them  not  the  least  portion  of  the 
plain  country  to  set  their  foot  on.     Since  then 
these  Danites  were  not  able  to  fight  them, 
and  had  not  land   enough   to  sustain    tbem 
thev  sent  five  of  their  men  into  the  midland 
country  to  see  for  a  land  to  which  they  might 
remove  their  habiution.     So  these  men  went 
I  as  far  as  the  neighbourhood  of  mount  Liba- 
iius   and  the  fountains  of  the  Lesser  Jordan, 
'  at  the  great  plain  of  Sidon,  a  day's  journey 
from  the  city ;    and  when  they  had  taken  a 
view  of  tbe  land,  and  found  it  to  be  good  and 
exceeding  fruitful,  they  acquainted  their  tribe 
with  it    whereupon  thev  made  an  expedition 
with  the  nrmy,  and  built  there  the  city  Dan. 
of  the  same  name  with  the  son  of  Jacob,  and 
o'f  the  same  name  with  their  own  tribe. 

2  Tbe  Israelites  grew  so  indolent,  and 
unready  of  taking  pains,  that  mislortunes 
came  heavier  upon  them,  which  also  proceed- 
ed m  part  from  their  contempt  of  the  divine 
worship  ;  for  when  they  had  once  fallen  otf 
from  tbe  regularity  of  their  political  govern, 
ment,  tbe^  indu.ged  themselves  farther  m  liv- 
ing according  to  ibeir  own  pleasure,  and  BO- 
cording  to  their  own  will,  till  thay.  were  fiiU 
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of  *.he  evil  doings  that  were  common  among 
the  Caraanites.  God  therefore  was  angry 
wlb  them,  and  they  lost  that  their  happy  state 
w^ch  they  had  obtained  by  innumerable  la- 
l>oiirs,  by  their  lusnry;  for  when  Chushan, 
kivg  of  the  Assyrians,  had  made  war  apain't 
tli-m,  they  lo5t  many  of  their  soldiers  in  the 
brittle,  and  when  they  were  besieiied,  they 
were  taken  by  force ;  nay,  there  were  some, 
who,  out  of  fcai ,  volimtarily  submitted  to  him, 
and  though  the  tribute  laid  upon  them  u-as 
more  than  they  could  bear,  yet  did  they  pay 
it,  and  underwent  all  sort  of  oppression  fur 
eight  years;  after  which  time  they  were  freed 
from  them  in  the  following  manner; — 

3.  There  was  one  whose  name  vva«  Othniel, 
the  son  of  Kenaz,  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  an 
active  man  and  of  prcat  courafre.  He  had 
an  a^lmonition  from  iiod,  not  to  overlook  the 
Israelites  in  such  a  distress  as  they  were  now 
in,  but  to  endeavour  boldly  to  gain  them  their 
lihorty;  so  when  he  hud  procured  some  to  as- 
sist him  in  this  dangerous  undertaking  (and 
few  they  were,  who,  either  out  of  shame  at 
their  present  circumstances,  or  out  of  a  desire 
of  changing  them,  could  l>e  prevailed  on  to 
ayMst  him),  be  ^rst  of  all  destroyefl  that  gar- 
rison which  Cbushan  had  set  over  them ;  but 
when  it  was  perceived  that  he  had  not  failed 
in  his  first  attempt,  more  of  the  people  came 
to  bis  assistance;  so  they  joined  battle  with 
the  Assyrians,  and  drove  them  entirely  before 
them,  and  compelled  them  to  pass  over  Eu- 
phrates. IJereupon  Othniel,  who  hail  given 
srch  proofs  of  his  valour,  received  from  the 
m'lltitude  authority  to  judge  the  people:  and 
when  he  bad  ruled  over  them  forty  years,  he 
died. 


CnAPTER  IV. 

HOWODRrEOrLESERVEDTHFMOABITESEIGR- 
TEFN  YEARS,  AND  WtBK  THEN  DrilVEBED 
FROM  SLAVERY  BY  ONE  EHID,  WHO  RETAIN- 
ED THE  DOMINION  EIGHTY   YEARS. 

§  1.  When  Othniel  was  dead,  the  affairs  of 
the  Israelites  fell  again  into  disorder:  and 
vvbile  they  neither  paid  to  God  the  honour 
due  to  him,  nor  were  obedient  to  the  laws, 
the'T  afflictions  increased,  till  Eglon,  king  of 
tb?  Moabites,  did  so  greatly  despise  them  on 
acMiunt  of  the  disorders  of  their  political  go- 
Vf'nment,  that  he  maile  war  upon  them,  and 
overcame  them  in  se»end  battles,  and  made 
the  most  courageous  to  submit,  and  entirely 
siibdned  their  army,  and  ordered  them  to  pay 
hiT  tribute.  -And  when  he  had  built  him  a 
ro}'al  palace  at  Jericho,*  be  omitted  no  me- 


•  Tl  ftrpea's  by  Ihp  «crH  bisttiry  fju<*.e.  I.  16:  iii 
n*.  that  talon's  p.>vili,tn  or  pdace  w  .s  at  th*  city  uf 
Palm- rrrei,  aj  ttie  placr  where  Jtricho  bail  atuod  i» 
oultti  s/tr"  't»  destrurtioB  by  Jusbaa,  tbal  ia,  «t  gr  n^MI 


thod  whereby  he  might  distress  tbem;  and  in- 
deed he  reduced  them  to  poverty  for  eighteen 
years.  But  when  God  had  once  taken  pity 
of  the  Israelites,  on  account  of  their  afflic- 
tions, and  was  moved  to  corapa.ssion  by  their 
supplications  put  up  to  him,  he  freed  them 
from  the  hard  usage  they  had  met  with  under 
the  Moabites.  This  liberty  he  procured  for 
them  in  the  following  manner: — 

'J.  'iherc  was  a  _\oung  nia:i  ol  the  tribe  <-f 
Benjamin,  whose  name  was  Ehud,  the  son  i*f 
Gem,  a  m;in  of  very  great  courage  in  hnl:? 
imdertakings,  and  of  a  very  strong  body,  fit 
for  hard  labour,  but  best  skilled  in  using  his 
left  hand,  in  which  was  his  whole  strength ; 
and  he  also  dwelt  at  Jericho.  Now  this 
man  became  famiUar  with  Eglon,  and  that  by 
means  of  presents,  with  which  be  obtained  his 
favour,  and  insinuated  himself  into  his  good 
opinion ;  whereby  he  was  also  beloved  of  those 
that  were  about  the  king.  Now,  when  on  a 
time  he  wns  bringing  presents  to  the  king, 
and  had  two  servants  with  him,  he  put  a  dag- 
ger on  his  right  thigh  secretly,  and  went  in  to 
him:  it  «-as  then  summer  time,  and  the  mid- 
ille  of  the  day,  when  the  guards  were  not 
strictly  on  their  watch,  both  because  of  the 
heat,  and  because  they  were  gone  to  dinner. 
So  the  young  man.  when  he  had  offered  his 
presents  to  the  king,  who  then  resided  in  a 
small  parlour  that  stood  conveniently  to  avoid 
the  heat,  fell  into  discourse  «-ith  him.  for  they 
were  now  alone,  the  king  ha\-ing  bid  his  ser- 
vants that  attended  him  to  go  their  »vays,  lie- 
cause  he  had  a  mind  to  talk  with  Ehud.  He  was 
now  sitting  on  bis  throne;  and  fear  seized  upon 
Ehud  lest  he  should  miss  his  stroke,  and  not 
give  him  a  deadly  wound;  so  he  raised  him- 
self up,  and  said  he  had  a  dream  to  impart  to 
bim  by  the  command  of  God;  upon  which 
the  king  leaped  out  of  his  throne  for  joy  of 
the  dream;  so  Ehud  smote  him  to  the  heart, 
and,  leaving  his  dajrger  in  his  body,  he  went 
out  and  shut  the  door  after  him.  Now  the 
king's  servants  were  very  still,  as  supposing 
that  the  king  had  composed  himself  to  sleep. 

.3.  Hereupon  Ehud  informed  the  people  of 
.Icricho  privately  of  what  he  had  done,  and 
exhorted  them  to  recover  their  liberty ,  who 
heard  him  gladly,  and  went  to  their  arms,  ai»d 
sent  messengers  over  the  country,  that  should 
sound  trumpets  of  rams'  horns;  for  it  was  our 
custom  to  call  the  people  together  by  them. 
Now  the  attendants  of  Eglon  were  ignorant  of 
what  misfortune  had  tiefallen  him  for  a  great 
while  ;  but,  towards  the  evening,  fearing  some 
uticommon  accident  had  happened,  they  en- 
tered into  his  parlour,  and  when  they  found 
him  dead,  they  were  in  great  disorder,  and 

the  rfcffloli^hH  city.  AceoH*n*U  Jtwt'phtit  «av«  it  was 
It  JericSo,  orr.ilhrrtn  tbat  fine  roonIr>   of  palm-trr^l, 

up'-ii.  jf  nt-af  to.  ttie  s-ime  *t>ot  nf  eo'iinil  on  which  Je- 
ricl'o  bad  r-rmerh  «io,vl.  atiil  on  whirh  :t  a-a*  febatU 
1'*  Hi*-].  1  K  tli?»  xvi  :t4.  I  tnr  ■ 'hiv'  roi-J,-)!  th^l  a\oid 
its  prvper  niAiiie  Jrncbti,  and  i*all  il  the  cit>   of  Palm- 

Trvaa  vply,  apeak  ben  m»r«  accurate.y  tUau  Joaepboft. 
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knew  not  what  to  do;  and  before  the  guards 
could  be  got  together,  the  multitude  of  the 
Israelites  came  upon  them,  so  that  some  of 
them  were  slain  immediately,  and  some  were 
put  to  flight,  and  ran  away  toward  the  coun- 
trv  of  Moab,  in  order  to  save  themselves. 
Their  number  was  above  ten  thousand.  The 
Israelites  seiied  upon_the  ford  of  Jordan,  and 
pursued  them,  and  slew  them,  and  many  of 
them  they  killed  at  the  ford,  nor  did  one  of 
them  escape  out  of  their  hands  ;  and  by  this 
means  it  was  that  the  Hebrews  freed  them- 
selves from  slavery,  under  the  Moabitcs. 
Ehud  also  was  on  this  account  dignified  with 
the  government  over  all  the  multitude,  and 
died  after  he  had  held  the  government  eighty 
years.'  He  was  a  man  worthy  of  commen- 
dation, even  besides  what  he  deserved  lor  the 
forementioned  act  of  his.  After  him  Sham- 
gar,  the  son  of  Anath,  was  elected  for  their 
governor,  but  died  in  the  first  year  of  bis 
government. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

HOW  THE  CANAASITES  BttOCGHT  THE  ISHAEI- 
ITtS  UNDER  SLAVERY  FORTWFNTV  YEARS; 
AlTtR  WHICH  THtY  WKllE  DELIVERED  BY 
BAKAK  and  DEBORAH,  WHO  Bl'LED«OVEE 
THEM  FOR  FORTY  YEARS. 

§  I.  And  now  it  was  that  the  Israelites,  tak- 
ing no  warning  by  their  former  misfortnries 
to  amend  their  manners,  and  neither  worship- 
ping God  nor  submitting  to  the  laws,  were 
brought  under  slavery  by  Jabin  the  king  of 
the  Canaanites,  and  that  before  they  had  a 
short  breathing  time  after  the  slavery  under 
the  Moabites;  for  this  Jabin  came  out  of 
Hazor,  a  city  that  was  situate  over  the  lake 
Semechonitis,  and  had  in  pay  three  hundred 
thousand  foot-men,  and  ten  thousand  horse- 
men, with  no  fewer  than  three  thousand  cha- 
riots. Sisera  was  the  commander  of  all  his 
army,  and  was  the  principal  person  in  the 
king's  favour.  He  so  sorely  beat  the  Israel- 
ites when  they  fought  with  him,  that  he  or- 
dered them  to  pay  tribut*. 

■2.  So  they  continued  to  undergo  that  hard- 
ship for  twenty  years,  as  not  good  enough  of 
themselves  to  grow  wise  by  their  misfortunes. 
God  was  willing  also  hereby  the  more  to  sub- 

•  Tone  fifhij  years  for  the  Rovfrnnitnt  of  F.hud 
mre  ntceswry  to  JoMiihin's  ujiiil  large  numberi between 
llie  exodu«  and  the  buUdinu  of  the  temple,  of  Bve  hun- 
dred and  ninety-two.  or  six  hundred  and  twelve  jears, 
but  nnt  to  the  jmallest  number  of  four  hundred  and 
elthtv  j-eara  (1  Kines  vi.  11;. which  lesser  number  Jo- 
•enhus  seems  sometimes  to  have  followed.  And  since 
iu  the  beeionine  of  the  nelt  chapter,  it  is  said  by  Jo. 
sephus.  that  there  was  hardly  a  breathini:  time  for  the 
Israelites  before  Jabin  came  and  enslaved  them,  it  is 
h  irhly  probable  ihat  some  of  the  copies  in  his  time  tiad 
heir  only  e.eht  vears  in.»lead  of  eighty;  as  had  thjt  of 
rbeopbilusof  Antioch,  Ad  Auiolyc.  1  iii,  aod  tluj  moat 
probably  frwn  hia  wpy  ol  Juaapbaa. 


due  their  obsRnacy  and  ingratitude  towE.*<l3 
himself:  so  when  at  length  they  were  become 
penitent,  and  were  so  wise  as  to  learn  that 
their  calamities  arose  from  their  contempt  of 
the  laws,  they  besought  Deborah,  a  certain 
prophetess  among  them  (which  name  in  the 
Hebrew  tongue  signifies  a  Bre),  to  pray  toGod 
to  take  pity  on  them,  and  not  to  overlook 
ihem,  now  they  were  ruined  by  the  Canaan- 
ites. '  So  God  granted  them  deliverance,  and 
chose  them  a  general,  Barak,  one  that  was  of 
the  tribe  of  Naphtali.  Now  Barak,  in  the 
Hebrew  tongue,  signifies  Liyhtning. 

3  So  Deborah  sent  for  Barak,  and  bade 
him  choose  out  ten  thousand  young  meii  to  go 
against  the  enemy,  because  God  had  said  that 
that  number  was  sufficient,  and  promised  them 
victory.  But  when  Barak  said  that  he  would 
not  be  the  general  unless  she  would  also  go 
ns  a  general  with  hiin,  she  had  indignation  at 
what  he  said,  and  replied,  "  Thou,  O  Barak, 
'  deliverest  up  meanly  that  authority  which 
God  hath  given  ihee  into  the  band  of  a  wo- 
man, and  1  do  not  reject  itl"  So  they  collected 
ten  thousand  men,  and  pitched  their  camp  at 
Mount  Tabor,  where,  at  the  king's  command, 
Sisera  met  them,  and  pitched  his  camp  not 
far  from  the  enemy ;  whereupon  the  Israelites, 
and  Barak  himself,  were  so  affrighted  at  the 
multitude  of  those  enemies,  that  they  were 
resolved  to  march  off,  had  not  Deborah  re- 
tained them,  and  commanded  them  to  fight 
the  enemy  that  very  day,  for  that  they  should 
conquer  them,  and  God  would  be  their  aasist- 

4.  So  the  battle  began ;  and  ivhen  they 
were  come  to  a  close  fight,  there  came  <own 
from  heaven  a  great  storm,  with  a  vast  qnan- 
titv  of  rain  and  hail,  and  the  wind  blew  the 
rain  in  the  face  of  the  Canaanites,  and  so 
darkened  their  eyes,  that  their  arrows  and 
slings  were  of  no  advantage  to  them,  nor 
would  the  coldness  of  the  air  permit  the  sol- 
diers to  make  use  of  their  swords;  while  this 
storm  did  not  so  much  incommode  the  Is- 
raelites, because  it  came  in  their  backs.  They 
also  took  such  courage,  upon  the  apprehension 
that  God  was  assisting  them,  that  they  fell 
upon  the  very  midst  of  their  enemies,  and 
slew  a  great  iiumber  of  them;  so  thai  some 
of  them  fell  by  the  Israelites,  some  fell  by 
their  own  horses,  which  were  put  into  disor- 
der, and  not  a  few  were  killed  by  their  own 
chariots.  At  last  Sisera,  as  soon  as  be  saw 
himself  beaten,  fled  away,  and  came  to  a  wo- 
man whose  name  was  Jael,  a  Kenite,  who  re- 
ceived him,  when  he  desired  to  be  concealed; 
and  when  he  asked  for  somewhat  to  drink, 
she  gave  him  sour  milk,  of  which  he  drank 
so  unmeasurablv  that  he  fell  asleep;  but 
when  he  was  asleep,  Jael  took  an  iron  nail, 
and  with  a  hammer  drove  it  through  his  tem- 
ples into  the  floor ;  and  when  Barak  came  a 
littleafterward,  she  showed  Siseru  nailed  tothe 
ground:  and  thus  was  this  victor>  gained  by 
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a  woman,  as  Deborah  had  foretold.  Barak 
also  fought  n-ith  Jabin  at  Hazor ;  and  when 
he  met  with  him,  he  slew  him:  and  when  the 
greneral  was  fallen,  Barak  overthrew  the  city 
to  the  foundation,  and  was  the  commander 
of  the  Israelites  for  forty  years. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

HOW  THE  MIDIAXITES  AND  OTHER  NATIONS 
FOUGHT  AGAINST  THE  ISRAELITES,  AND 
BEAT  THEM,  AND  AFFLICTED  THEIB  COUN- 
TRY FOR  SEVEN  YEARS.  HOW  THEY  WERE 
DELIVERED  BY  GIDEON,  WHO  RULED  OVER 
THE  MULTITUDE  FOE  FORTY  YEARS. 

§  1.  Now  when  Barak  and  Deborah  were 
dead,  whose  deaths  happened  about  the  siune 
time,  afterwards  the  jlidianites  called  the 
Amalekitcs  and  Arabians  to  their  as.«istance, 
and  made  war  a^nst  the  Israelites,  and  were 
too  hard  for  those  that  fought  against  them; 
and  when  they  had  burnt  the  fruits  of  the 
earth,  they  carried  off  the  prey.  Now  when 
they  had  done  this  for  three  years,  the  multi- 
tude of  the  Israelites  retired  to  the  mountains, 
and  forsook  the  pl;iin  country.  They  also 
made  themselves  hollo«-s  under  ground,  and 
caverns,  and  preserved  therein  whatsoever  had 
escaped  their  enemies;  for  the  Midianites 
made  expeditions  in  harvest-time,  but  permit- 
ted them  to  plough  the  land  in  winter,  that 
50,  when  the  others  had  taken  the  pains,  they 
might  have  fruits  for  them  to  carry  away. 
Indeed,  there  ensued  a  famine  and  a  scarcity 
of  food;  upon  which  they  betook  themselves 
to  their  supplications  to  God,  and  besought 
him  to  save  them. 

2.  Ciideon  also,  the  son  of  Joash,  one  of 
the  principal  persons  of  the  tribe  of  Manas- 
seh,  brought  his  sheaves  of  corn  privately, 
and  thrashed  them  at  the  wine-press;  for  he 
was  too  fearful  of  their  enemies  to  thrash  them 
openly  in  the  thrashing-floor.  At  this  time 
somewhat  appeared  to  him  i?i  the  shape  of  a 
young  man,  and  told  him  that  he  was  a  happy 
man,  and  beloved  of  God.  To  which  he  im- 
mediately replied,  *'  A  mighty  indication  of 
(Jod's  favour  to  mc,  that  I  am  forced  to  use 
thi-  wine-press  instead  of  a  thrashiiig-rtoor!" 
liitt  the  appearance  exhorted  him  to  be  of 
gfi.xl  courage,  and  to  make  an  attempt  for  the 
r  -covery  of  their  liberty.  He  answered,  that 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  recover  it,  be- 
i^use  the  tribe  to  which  he  belonged  was  by 
no  means  numerous;  and  because  he  was  but 
young  himself,  and  too  inconsiderable  to  think 
of  such  great  actions ;  but  the  other  promised 
him,  that  God  would  supply  what  he  u-as  de- 
fective in,  and  would  afford  the  Israelites  nc- 
tory  under  his  conduct. 

3.  Now,  therefore,  as  Gideon  was  relating 
this  to  torau  yoimg  men.  th«y  believed  him. 


and  immediately  there  was  an  army  of  ttn 
thousand  men  got  ready  for  fighting.  B'l* 
God  stood  by  Gideon  in  his  sleep,  and  told 
him,  that  mankind  were  too  fond  of  them- 
selves, and  were  enemies  to  such  as  excelled 
in  virtue.  Now  that  they  might  not  pass 
God  over,  but  ascribe  the  victory  to  him,  ai  d 
might  not  fancy  it  obtained  by  their  onn 
power,  because  they  were  a  great  army,  and 
able  of  themselves  to  fight  their  enemies,  but 
might  confess  that  it  was  owing  to  his  assist- 
ance, he  adWsed  him  to  bring  his  army  about 
noon,  in  the  violence  of  the  beat,  to  the  river, 
and  to  esteem  those  that  bent  down  on  their 
knees  and  so  drank,  to  be  men  of  couiage; 
but  for  all  those  that  drank  tumuhuously, 
that  be  should  esteem  them  to  do  it  out  of 
fear,  and  as  in  dread  of  their  enemies.  And 
when  Gideon  had  done  as  God  had  suggest- 
ed to  him,  there  were  found  three  hundred 
men  that  took  water  with  their  hands  tu- 
multuously;  so  God  bid  him  take  these  men, 
and  attack  the  enemy.  Accordingly  they 
pitched  their  camp  at  the  river  Jordan,  as 
ready  the  next  day  to  pass  over  it. 

4.  But  Gideon  was  in  great  fear,  for  God 
had  told  him  beforehand  that  he  should  set 
upon  his  enemies  in  the  night-time;  but  God, 
being  willing  to  free  him  from  bis  fear,  bid 
him  take  one  of  his  soldiers,  and  go  near  to 
the  Midianites'  tents,  for  that  he  should  from 
that  very  place  have  his  courage  raised,  and 
grow  bold.  So  he  obeyed,  and  went  and 
took  his  servant  Phurah  with  him;  and  as  he 
came  near  to  one  of  the  tents,  he  discoversd 
I  hat  those  that  were  in  it  were  awake,  and 
;hat  ojie  of  them  was  telling  to  his  fellow-sol- 
dier a  dream  of  his  own,  and  that  so  plainly, 
that  Gideon  could  hear  him.  The  dream  was 
this: — He  thought  he  saw  a  barley-cake, 
such  a  one  as  could  hardly  be  eaten  by  men, 
it  was  so  \-ile,  rolling  through  the  camp,  and 
overthrowing  ibe  royal  tent,  and  the  tents  ot 
all  the  sohiiers.  Now  the  other  soldier  ex- 
plained this  \*ision  to  mean  the  destruction  of 
the  army ;  and  told  him  what  his  reason  was 
which  made  him  so  conjecture,  Wz.  That  the 
seed  called  barley  was  all  of  it  allowed  to  be 
of  the  vilest  sort  of  seed,  and  that  the  Israel- 
ites were  kno«-n  to  be  the  vilest  of  all  the 
people  of  Asia,  agreeably  to  the  seed  of  bar- 
ley, anii  that  what  seemed  to  look  big  among 
the  Israelites  was  this  Gideon  and  the  arniv 
that  was  with  him;  *'aud  since  thou  sayest 
thou  didst  see  the  rake  overturning  our  tetts, 
I  am  afraid  lest  God  hath  granted  the  vic- 
tory over  us  to  Gideon." 

5.  \Vhen  Gideon  had  heard  this  oreim, 
good  hope  and  courage  came  upon  hini;  a.id 
he  commanded  his  soldiers  to  arm  themselves, 
and  told  them  of  this  vision  of  their  enemies. 
They  also  took  courage  at  what  was  told 
them,  and  were  ready  to  perform  what  be 
should  eiijoin  them;  so  Gideon  divided  bis 
army   into   three    part«,   and   brought  it  rut 
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»bout  the  fourth  \Tatch  of  the  night,  each 
pan  containing  a  hundred  men :  they  all 
bare  empty  pitchers  and  lighted  lamps  in 
their  bands,  that  their  onset  might  not  be 
discovered  by  their  enemies.  They  had  also 
each  of  them  a  ram's  horn  in  his  right  hand, 
which  he  used  instead  of  a  trumpet  The 
enemy's  camp  took  up  a  large  space  of 
ground,  for  it  happened  that  they  had  a  great 
many  camels;  and  as  they  were  divided  into 
different  nations,  so  they  were  all  contained 
in  one  circle.  Now  when  the  Hebrews  did 
as  they  were  ordered  beforehand,  upon  their 
approach  to  their  enemies,  and,  on  the  signal 
gi-cn,  sounded  with  their  ranis'  horns,  and 
brake  their  pitchers,  and  set  upon  their  ene- 
mies with  their  lamps,  and  a  great  shout,  and 
cried,  "  Victory  to  Gideon,  by  God's  assist. 
ance,"  a  disorder  and  a  fright  seized  upon 
the  other  men  while  they  were  half  asleep,  for 
it  was  night-time,  as  God  would  have  it ;  so 
that  a  few  of  them  were  slai;i  bv  their  ene- 
mies, but  the  greatest  p,irt  by  their  own  sol- 
diers, on  account  of  the  diversity  of  their  lan- 
guage; and  when  they  were  once  put  into 
disorder,  they  killed  all  that  they  met  with, 
us  thinking  them  to  be  enemies  also.  Thus 
there  was  a  great  sl.iughter  maile;  and  as  the 
repfirt  of  Gideon's  victory  came  to  the  Israel- 
ites, they  took  their  weapons  and  pursued 
tn<-ir  enemies,  and  overtook  them  in  a  certain 
valley  encompassed  with  torrents,  a  place 
winch  these  could  not  get  over;  so  they  en- ' 
compassed  them,  and  slew  them  all,  with  ; 
their  kings,  Oreb  and  Zeeb;  but  the  remain- 
ing captains  led  those  soldiers  that  were  left, 
which  were  about  eighteen  thousand,  and 
pitched  their  camp  a  great  way  olf  the  Israel- 
iti's.  However,  Giileoti  did  not  grudge  his 
pains,  but  pursued  them  ivith  all  his  armv, 
and  joining  battle  with  them,  cut  otT  the  whole 
-enemies'  army,  and  took  the  other  leaders, 
Zebah  and  Zalmuna.  and  made  them  cajjtives. 
Now  there  were  slain  in  this  battle  of  the 
Midianites,  ami  of  their  auxiliaries  the  Ara- 
bians, about  a  hutidred  and  twenty  thousand  ; 
and  the  Hebrews  took  a  great  prey,  gold,  and 
silver,  and  garments,  and  i-ainels,  and  asses; 
and  when  Gideon  was  come  to  his  o«'n  conn- 
try  of  Ophrah,  he  slew  the  kings  of  the  Mi- 
dianites. 

(i.  However,  the  tribe  of  Ephraim  was  so 
displeased  at  the  good  success  of  Gideon,  that 
tbey  resolved  to  make  war  against  him,  ac- 
cusing him  because  he  did  not  tell  them  of 
li.s  expedition  against  their  enemies;  but  Gi- 
deon, as  a  man  of  temper,  and  that  excelled 
i'.i  every  virtue,  pleaded,  that  it  was  not  the 
result  of  his  own  authority  or  reasoning,  that 
made  him  attack  the  enemy  without  them, 
bat  that  it  was  the  command  of  God,  and 
sell  the  victory  belonged  to  them  as  well  as 
those  in  the  army; — and  by  this  method  of 
cooling  their  passions,  he  brought  more  ad- 
vantage to  the  Hebrews,  than  by  the  success 


he  hau  against  these  enemies,  for  he  thereby 
delivered  them  from  a  sedition  which  was 
arising  among  them;  yet  did  this  tribe  after- 
wards suffer  the  punishment  of  this  their  in- 
jurious treatment  of  Gideon,  of  which  we  will 
give  an  account  in  due  time. 

7.  Hereupon  Gideon  woidd  have  laid  down 
the  government,  but  was  over-persuaded  to 
take  it,  which  he  enjoyed  forty  years,  and  dis- 
tributed justice  to  them,  as  the  people  came 
to  him  in  their  differences ;  and  what  he  de- 
termined was  esteemed  valid  by  all;  and  when 
he  died,  he  was  buried  in  his  own  cuuntrj^f 
Ophrah. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

THAT  THE  JUDGES  WHO  SUCCEKDED  GIDEON 
MADE  WAR  WITH  THE  ADJOI.NI.NO  .NATIONS 
roR  A   LO.NG  TIME. 

§  1.  Now  Gideon  had  seventy  sons  that  were 
legitimate,  for  he  had  many  wives,  but  he 
had  also  one  that  was  spurious,  by  his  concu- 
bine Drumah,  whose  name  was  Abimelech, 
who,  after  his  father's  death,  retired  to  She. 
chem  to  his  mother's  relations,  for  they  were 
of  that  place;  and  when  he  had  got  money  of 
such  ot'  them  as  were  eminent  tor  many  in- 
stances of  injustice,  he  came  with  them  to 
his  f.ither's  house,  and  slew  all  his  brethren, 
except  Jothani,  for  he  hud  the  good  tbrtune 
to  escape  and  be  preserved;  but  Abimelech 
made  the  government  tyrannical,  and  consti- 
tuted himself  a  lord,  to  do  what  he  pleased, 
instead  of  obeying  the  laws;  and  he  acted 
must  rigidly  against  those  that  were  the  pa- 
trons ot"  ju*tice. 

2.  Now  when,  on  a  certain  time,  there  was 
a  public  festival  at  Shechem,  and  all  the  nm.- 
titudc  was  there  gathered  together,  Jotham  his 
brother,  whose  escape  we  before  related,  went 
up  to  ]\Iount  Gerizzini,  which  hangs  over  the 
city  Shechem,  and  cried  out  so  as  to  be  heard 
by  the  multifnde,  who  were  attentive  to  him. 
He  desired  they  would  consider  what  he  was 
g.iing  to  say  to  them  ;  so  when  silence  was 
made,  he  said.  That  when  the  trees  had  a  hu- 
man voice,  and  there  was  an  assembly  of  them 
gathered  together,  they  desired  that  the  fig- 
tree  would  rule  over  them ;  but  when  that 
tree  refused  so  to  do,  because  it  was  contented 
to  ci.joy  that  honour  which  belonged  pe- 
culiarly to  the  fruit  it  bare,  arul  not  that 
which  should  be  derived  to  it  from  abroad, 
the  trees  did  not  leave  off  their  intentions  to 
have  a  ruler,  so  they  thought  proper  to  make 
the  offer  of  that  honour  to  the  vine;  but  when 
the  vine  was  chosen,  it  made  use  of  the  Srime 
words  which  the  lig-treo  had  used  before,  and 
excused  itself  from  accepting  the  governm  -nt ; 
and  when  the  olive-tree  h'ld  done  the  s  i  ne, 
the  brier,  whoui  the  trees  had  d«sired  to   .nie 


144 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS. 


BOOK  V. 


tie  Icngdom  (it  is  •  sort  cf  wood  good  for 
firing,,  it  promised  to  take  the  government, 
and  to  be  zealous  in  the  eierciie  of  it;  but 
t'-ii-t  then  they  must  sit  down  under  its  sha- 
dow, and  if  they  should  plot  against  it  to  de- 
st-ov  it,  the  principle  of  tire  that  was  in  it 
should  destroy  them.  He  told  them,  that 
wiat  he  had  said  was  no  laughing  matter;  for 
that  %%hen  thev  had  experienced  many  bless- 
irgs  from  Gideon,  they  overlooked  Abime- 
Itch,  when  be  over-ruled  all,  and  had  joined 
with  him  in  sUjing  his  brethren;  and  that  he 
was  no  better  than  a  fire  himself.  So  when 
he  had  said  this,  he  went  away,  and  lived  pri- 
vately in  the  mountains  for  three  years,  out 
of  fear  of  Abimelech. 

3.  A  little  while  after  this  festival,  the  She- 
chemites,  who  had  now  repented  themselves 
of  having  shiin  the  sons  of  Gideon,  drove  Abi- 
melech away  both  from  their  aty  and  their 
tribe-  whereupon  he  contrived  how  he  might 
distress  their  city.    Now  at  the  season  of  %in- 
tage,  the  people  were  afraid  to  go  out  and 
pither  their  fruits,  for  fear  Abimelech  should 
do   them   some   mischief.      Now  it  happened, 
that  there  ba<i  come  to  them  a  man  ol  autho- 
rity one  Gaal,  that  sojourned  with  them,  hav- 
i„.'  his  armed  men  and  hi.  kinsmen  with  him; 
»o  the  Shecbemites  desired  that  he  would  allow  , 
them  a  guard  during  their   vintage ;    wbere- 
upon  he  accepted  of  their  de»ire,.  and  so  the 
people  went  out,  and  Gaal  with  them  at  the 
bead  of  bis  soldiery;  so  they  gathered  their 
fruit  with   safety;    and   when   they   were  at 
supper  in  several  compunies,  they  then  ven- 
tured to  curse  Abimelech  openly;   and  the 
magistrates  laid  ambushes  in  places  about  the 
city,  and  caught  many  of  Abimelech's  follow- 
ers, and  destroyed  ihem. 

4.  Now  there  «-as  one  Zebul,  a  magistrate  j 
of  the  Shechemites,  that  had  eiiU.'rtaine<l  Abi- 
melech.    He  sent  messengers,  and  informed 
him  how  much  Gaal  had  irrilaUd  the  people 
against  him,  and  excited  him  to  lay  ambushes 
before  the  city,  for  that  he  would  persuade 
Gaal  to  go  out  against  him,  which  would  leave 
it  in  his  pow'er  to  be  revenged  on  linn ;    aiid 
when  that  was  once  done,  he  would  bnng  him 
to  be  reconciled  to  the  city.     So  Abimelech 
laid   ambushes,  and  himself  lay  with  them. 
Now  Gaal  abode  in  the  sitburbs,  taking  Uttle 
care   of  himself;   and   Zebul  was  with  him. 
Now  as  Gaal  saw  the  armed  men  coming  on, 
he  said  to  Zebul,  That  some  armed  men  were 
coming;  but  the  other  repHed,  They  were  only 
shadows  of  huge  stones:  and  when  they  were 
come  nearer,  Gaal  perceived   what  was  the 
reality,  and  said.  They  were  not  shadows  but 
men   lying   in   ambush.      Then    said    Zebul. 
"  Didst  not  thou  reproach  Abimelech  lor  cowar- 
dice? why  dost  thou  not  then  show  how  very 
cou-ageous  thou  art  thyself,  and  go  and  fight 
h^m?"     So    Gaal,  being   in   disorder,  joined 


fell;  whereupon  he  fled  into  the  dty.  and  took 
his  men  with  him.     But   Zebul  managt.l  bu 
matters  so  in  the  city,  that  he  procured  them 
to  expel  Gaal  out  of  the  city,  and  this  oy  ac- 
cusing him  of  cowardice  in  this  action  with 
the  soldiers  of  Abimelech.     But  Auimelech, 
when  he  had   learned  that  the   Shecheautes 
were  again  coining  out  to  gather  their  grapes, 
placed'  ambushes  before  the  dty,  and  when 
they  were  coming  out,  the  third  part  ot  his 
army  took  possession  of  the  gates,  to  h.nder 
the  citizens  from  returning  in  again,  while  the 
rest  pursued  those  that  were  scattered  abroad, 
and  so  there  was  slaughter  everywhere;    and 
when  he  had  overthrown  the  city  to  the  very 
foundations,  for  it  was  not  able  to  bear  a  siege, 
and  had  sown  its  ruins  with  salt,  he  proceeded 
on  with  his  armv  till  all  the  Shechemites  were 
slain.     As  for  those  that  were  scattered  about 
the  countrv,  and  so  escaped  the  danger,  they 
were  gathered  together  unto  a  certain  strong 
rock,  and  settled  themselves  upon  it,  and  pre- 
pared to  build  a  wall  about  it:  and  when  Abi- 
melech knew  their   intentions  he   prevented 
,  them,  and  came  upon  them  with  his  forces, 
and  laid  faggots  of  dry  wood  round  the  pUce, 
he  himsell  bringing  some  of  them, and  by  hi»  ex- 
ample encouraging  the  soldiers  to  do  Ibe  same.. 
\nd  when  the  rock  was  encompassed  rouud 
'  about  with  these  faggots,  they  set  them  on  bre, 
and  threw  in  whatsoever  by  nature  caught  hre 
the  most  easily:  so  a  mighty  Hainc  was  raised, 
and  nobody  could  fly  away  from  the  rock,  but 
everv    man    perished,    with    their   wives  and 
children,  in  aU  about  fifteen  hundred  men,  and 
the  rest  were  a  great  number  also.    And  ►ueh 
was  the  calamitv  which  fell  upon  the  Shechem- 
ites;   and  men's  grief  on  their  account    had 
been  greater  than  it  was,  had  they  not  brought 
so  much  misihief  on  a  person  who  had  so  weU 
de«erved  of  them,  and  Im.l  they  not  them.elves 
esteemed  this  as  a  punishment  for  the  ^le 

o.  Now  Abimelech,  when  he  had  affright- 
ed  the  Israelites  with  the  miseries  he  had 
brought  upon  the  Shechemites,  seemed  open- 
ly to  affect  greater  authority  than  he  now  had, 
and  appeared  to  set  no  bounds  to  his  violenre, 
unless -it  were  with  the  destruction  of  all. 
\ccordinglv  he  marched  to  Thebes,  and  took 
the  city  on  the  sudden;  and  there  being  a 
.'reat  tower  therein,  whcreunto  the  whole 
multitude  fled,  he  made  preparations  tobe<iege 
it.  Now  as  he  was  rushing  with  violence 
near  the  gates,  a  woman  threw  a  piece  of  a 
iniU-stone  upon  his  head,  upon  which  Abi- 
melech feU  down,  and  desired  his  armour- 
bearer  to  kill  him,  lest  his  death  should  be 
thoujsht  to  be  the  work  of  a  woman;  — who 
did  what  he  was  bid  to  do.  So  he  miderwent 
this  death  as  a  punishment  for  the  wickedness 
he  had  perpetrated  against  his  brethren,  and 
hi«  insolent  barbarity  to  the  Shechemites. 
Now  the  cJamitv  that  happened  to  those  She- 
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Jotham.  However,  the  army  that  was  wuh 
Abl.nelech,  upon  his  fall,  was  scattered 
abroad,  and  went  to  their  own  homes.       ^ 

G.  Now  it  was  that  Jair  the  Gileadite,  of 
the  tribe  of  Manasseh,  took  the  government. 
He  was  a  man  happy  in  other  respects  also, 
but  particularly  in  his  children  who  were  ot 
a  (rood  character.  They  were  thirty  in  num- 
ber, and  very  skilful  in  riding  on  horses,  and 
were  intrusted  wth  the  government  ot  the 
cities  of  Uilead.  He  kept  the  government 
twenty-two  years,  and  died  an  old  man ;  and 
he  .vas  buried  in  Camon,  a  city  of  Gilead. 

7  And  now  aU  the  affairs  of  the  Hebrews 
were  miuuiged  uncertainly,  and  tended  to  dis- 
order, and  to  the  contempt  of  God  and  of  the 
laws  So  the  Ammonites  and  Philistines  had 
them  in  contempt,  and  laid  waste  the  country 
with  a  great  armv;  and  when  they  had  taken 
all  Perea,  they  were  so  in-^olcnt  as  to  attempt 
to  gain  the  possession  of  all  the  rest;  but  the 
Hebrews,  being  now  amended  by  the  calami- 
ties they  had  undergone,  betook  themselves 
to  supplications  to  God;  and  brought  sacri- 
fices to  him,  beseeching  him  not  t"  be  too 
severe  upon  them,  but  to  be  moved  by  their 
priivers  to  leave  off  his  anger  agn.nst  them 
So 'God  became  more  merciful  to  them,  and 
was  ready  to  assist  them. 

8    When  the  Ammonites  had  made  an  ex- 
peiUtion  into  the  land  of  Gilead,  the  inhabi- 
touts  of  the  country  met  them  at  a  certain 
mountain,  but  wanted  a  commiin.lcr       Now 
there  was  one  whose  name  was  Jephtha,  who 
both  on  account  of  his  father's  virtue,  and  on  1 
account  of  that  army  w-hich  he  m.untai.iod  at 
his  own  expenses,  was  a  potent  m.-in:   the  Is- 
rneUtes  therefore  sent  to  him,  ,md  entreated 
him  to  come  to  their  assistance,  and  promised 
him  the  dominion  over  them  aU  his  Ute-time 
But  he  did  not  a.lmit  of  their  entreaty;  and 
accused  them,  that  they  did  not  come  to  his 
assistance  when  he  was  unjustly  treated,  and 
tliis  in  an  open  manner  by  his  brethren;  tor 
thev  cast  him  off,  as  not  having  the  same  mo- 
ther  with  the  rest,  but  born  of  a  strange  mo- 1 
ther,  that  wa»  Introduced  among  them  by  hi» 
father's  fondness;  and  this  they  did  out  of  a 
contempt  of  his  inability  [to  vindicate  him- 1 
selfl       So  he  dwelt  in  the  country  of  GUeaO. 
as  it  is  called  and  received   all  that  came  to 
him    let  them  come  from  what  place  soever, 
and  paid  them  wages.      However,  when  tl.e> 
pressed  him  to  accept  the  dominion,  and  swai, 
they  would  grant  him  the  government  over 
them  all  his  life,  he  led  them  to  the  war. 

9  And  when  Jephtha  had  taken  immediate 
care  of  their  affairs,  he  placed  his  army  at  th, 
city  Mispeth,  and  sent  a  message  to  the  A.n- 

.  Our  present  copies  ot  JoKphu.  all  omll  T"'"  "■"""« 
the  i...lRe»,  thou;),  the  olher  ropie.  ba»r  him  neU  al  er 
Ahim"  lech  and  allot  l«.ntv.lhr«  year,  to  l.i»  a.lra.n,,. 
tr  on  (l.d="X.  1.2),  ,etJoall  Jo«phu.-.  c<.n,...en 
S;!;"  cinclu.le..ha,  ,„  Jo.e,,hu,-.  »un,  or  tW  year,  oMl 
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monite  [king],  complaining  of  his  unjnst  pos- 
session  of  their  land.     But  that  k'-'K  sent  a 
contrary  message;  and  complained  ot  the  ex- 
odus of  the  Israelites  out  of  Egypt,  and  desi- 
red him  to  go  out  of  the  land  of  the  Amontcs, 
and  yield  it  up  to  him,  as  at  tirst  his  pater- 
nal inheritance.     But  Jephtha  returned  this 
answer:  That  he  did  not  justly  complain  ot 
his  ancestors  about  the  land  of  the  Araorites, 
and  ought  rather  to  thank  them  that  they  lett 
Ithe  land  of  the  Ammonites  to  them,  since 
Moses  could  have  taken  it  also;  and  that  nei- 
ther would  he  recede  from  that  Und  of  their 
'  ovvn,  which  God  had  obtained  for  them,  and 
they  had  now  inhabited  [above]  three  hun- 
dred years,  but  would  fight  wth  them  about  it. 
10    And  when  he  had  given  them  this  an- 
swer, be  sent  the  ambassadors  away.     And 
when  he  had  prayed  for  victory,  and  had  vowed 
to    perform   sacred   offices,   and  if  he  came 
home  in  safety,  to  offer  in  sacrifice  what  living 
creature  soever  should  first  meet  him;t  he 
joined  battle  with  the  enemy,  and  gained  a 
great  vi.tory,  and  in  his  pursmt  slew  the  ene- 
mies all  along  as  far  ils  the  city  Minnilh.     He 
then  passed  over  to  the  land  of  the  Ammomtes, 
and  overthrew  many  of  their  cities,  and  took 
their  prey,  and  freed  his  0%vn  people  from  that 
.la very  which  they  had  undergone  for  eighteen 
years.     But  as  he  came  biu:k,  he  fell  into  a 
calamity  no  way  correspondent  to  the  great 
actions  he  ha.1  done;  for  it  was  his  daughter 
that  came  to  meet  him;  she  "•as  also  an  on  y 
child  and  a  virgin:  upon  this  Jephtha  heavily 
lamented  the  greatness  of  his  artiiction.  and 
blamed  his  daughter  for  being  so  forward  in 
'  meeting  him,  lor  he  had  vowed  to  sacrifice  her 
to  God.      However,  this  action  that  »vas  to 
befall  her  was  not  ungrateful  to  her,  since  she 
should  die  upon  occasion  of  her  fathers  vie- 
tory,  and  the  liberty  of  her  fellow-citijiens:  she 
only  desired  her  father  to  give  her  leave,  tor 
two  months,  to  bewail  her  youth  with  her  tel- 
l low-citizens;  and  then  she  agreed,  that  at  the 
Iforementioned  time  he  might  do  with  her  ac- 
cording to  his  vow.      Accordingly,  when  that 
lime  was  over,  he  sacrificed  his  daughter  as  a 
'  burnt-offering,  offering  such  an  •blation  as  was 
I  neither  conformable  to  the  law  nor  acceptable 
to  God,  not  weighing  with  himself  what  opi- 
nion the  hearers  wculd  have  of  such  a  practice, 
n.     Now    the    triiie    of   Ephraim    fought 
against  him.   because  he  did  not  take  them 
along  with  bini  in  his  expedition  against  the 
Ammonites,   but  because    he  alone  had  the 
prey    anil  the  glory  of  what  was  done  to  him- 
self '  As  to  which  he  said,  first,  that  they  were 


+  Jojephiu  justly  condemns  Jephtha,  aa  do  the  Apos. 
lul.cl  Constilonons.  b.  »ii.  ch.xxxvn.  for  h.s  rash  vow 
ivl.ether  it  were  lor  .acrillcini:  his  Haui-hler.  as  J"sfphu» 
ihoueht,  or  lor  drdiran..,!  her,  who  was  his  onl  child, 
i„  ,»rpetual  vitginilv.  al  Ihe  tabernacle  or  elsewliere, 
AhiVh  1  rather  sirpnse.  If  he  ba.l  vowed  lier  for  a  sa. 
TMice  she  onab»  to  have  been  redeemed.  Lev.  xxvu.  I 
_s  bill  ul  ibe  »eii»ec,f  ver.  28.  29.  as  relatine  n  to 
imits  \.)w.-d  lo  i'-oii.  but  devoted  to  destruction,  sec  the 
note  on  Ant.q.  b.  ».  ch.i.  "eet.8. 
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nut  ignorant  bonr  bis  kindred  bad  foug-bt 
against  him,  and  that  when  they  were  invited, 
they  did  not  come  to  his  assistance,  whereas 
they  oiisrht  to  have  come  quickly,  even  before 
they  were  invited.  And  in  the  next  place,  that 
they  were  gtiing  to  act  unjustly;  for  while 
they  bad  not  courage  enough,  to  fight  their 
enemies,  they  came  hastily  against  their  own 
kindred:  and  he  threatened  them  that,  with 
God's  assistance,  he  would  indict  a  punish- 
ment upon  them,  unless  they  v,'ouUl  grow 
>viser.  But  when  be  could  not  persuade  them, 
be  fought  with  them  with  those  fones  which 
be  sent  for  out  of  Gilead,  and  be  made  a  great 
slaughter  among  them;  and  when  they  were 
beaten,  be  pursued  them,  and  seized  on  the 
p.issages  of  Jordan  by  a  part  of  his  army  which 
be  bad  sent  before,  and  slew  about  forty-two 
thousand  of  them. 

1'2.  So  when  Jepbtba  bad  ruled  six  years, 
be  died,  and  was  buried  in  bis  own  country, 
Sebee,  which  is  a  place  in  the  land  of  Gilead. 

13.  Now,  when  Jepbtba  was  dead,  Ibzao 
took  the  government,  being  of  the  tribe  of 
Judab,  and  of  the  city  of  Bethlehem.  He 
had  sixty  children,  thirty  of  them  sons,  and 
the  rest  daughters;  all  whom  be  left  alive 
behind  bim,  giving  the  daughters  in  marriage 
to  husbands,  and  taking  wives  for  bis  sons. 
He  did  nothing  in  the  seven  years  of  his  ad- 
ministration that  was  worth  recording,  or  de- 
served a  memorial.  So  be  died  an  old  man, 
and  was  buried  in  his  own  country. 

14.  When  Ibzan  was  dead  after  this  man- 
ner neither  did  Helon,  who  succeeded  him 
in  the  government,  and  kept  it  ten  years,  do 
any  thing  remarkable :  be  was  of  the  tribe  of 
Zebulon. 

15.  Abdon  also,  the  son  of  Hilel,  of  the 
tribe  of  Epbraim,  and  born  at  the  city  Py  ra- 
thon,  was  ordained  their  supreme  governor 
after  Helon.  He  is  only  recorded  to  have 
been  happy  in  bis  children ;  for  the  public 
affairs  were  then  so  peaceable,  and  in  such 
security,  that  neither  did  be  perform  any  glo- 
rious action.  He  bad  forty  sons,  and  by  them 
left  thirty  grand-children;  and  be  marched  in 
state  with  these  seventy,  who  were  all  very 
skilful  in  riding  horses ;  and  he  left  them  all 
alive  after  him.  He  died  an  old  man,  and 
obtained  a  magnificent  burial  in  Pyrathon. 

CHAPTER  VIII. 

CONCERNING  THE  FORTITfDE  OF  SAMSON, 
AND  WHAT  MISCHIEFS  HE  BROUGHT  UPON 
THE  PHILISTINES. 

§  I.  After  Abdon  was  dead,  the  Philistines 
overcame  the  Israelites,  and  received  tribute 
of  them  for  forty  years;  from  which  distress 
they  were  delivered  after  this  manner: — 

2.  There  was  one  Manoab,.a  person  of 
such  great  virtue,  that  he  had  few  men  his 
equals,  and  without  dispute  the  principal  per- 


son of  his  country.  He  bad  a  wife  celebrated 
for  her  beauty,  and  excelling  bet  contem- 
poraries. He  bad  no  children ;  and,  being 
uneasy  at  his  want  of  posterity,  be  entreated 
God  to  give  them  seed  of  their  own  bodies  to 
succeed  them  ;  and  with  that  intent  be  cPine 
constantly  into  the  suburbs,"  together  with 
his  wife ;  which  suburbs  were  in  the  Great 
Plain.  Now,  he  was  fond  of  his  wife  to  a 
degree  of  madness,  and  on  that  account  wad 
unmeasurably  jealous  of  her.  Now,  when  his 
wife  was  once  alone,  an  apparition  was  seen 
by  her:  it  was  an  angel  of  God,  and  resom. 
bled  a  young  man,  beautiful  and  tall,  and 
brought  her  the  good  news,  that  she  should 
have  a  son,  born  by  God's  providence,  that 
should  be  a  goodly  child,  of  great  strength ; 
by  whom,  when  be  was  grown  up  to  man's 
estate,  the  Philistines  should  be  afflicted.  He 
exhorted  ber  also  not  to  poll  his  hair,  and 
that  be  should  avoid  all  other  kinds  of  drink 
(for  so  had  God  commanded),  and  be  entirely 
contented  with  water.  So  the  angel,  when 
he  bad  delivered  that  message,  went  bis  way, 
bis  coming  having  been  by  the  will  of  God. 

3.  Now  the  wife  informed  her  husband 
when  he  came  borne  of  what  the  angel  had 
s.'ud,  who  showed  so  great  an  admiration  ol 
the  beauty  and  tallncss  of  the  young  man  that 
had  appeared  to  her,  that  her  husband  was 
astonished,  and  out  of  himself  for  jealousy, 
and  such  suspicions  as  are  excited  by  that 
passion;  but  she  was  desirous  of  having  her 
husband's  unreasonable  sorrow  taken  away; 
accordingly,  she  entreated  God  to  send  the 
angel  again,  that  be'  might  be  seen  by  ber 
husband.  So  the  angel  came  again  by  the  fa- 
vour of  God,  while  they  were  in  the  suburbs, 
and  appeared  to  her  when  she  was  alone  with- 
out her  husband.  She  desired  the  angel  to  stay 
so  long  till  she  might  bring  ber  husband;  and 
that  request  being  granted,  she  goes  to  call 
Manoah.  When  he  saw  the  angel  he  was  not 
yet  free  from  suspicion,  and  be  desired  him 
to  inform  him  of  all  that  he  had  told  his  wife; 
but  when  he  said  it  was  sufficient  that  she 
alone  knew  what  he  had  said,  be  then  re- 
quested of  bim  to  tell  who  he  was,  that  when 
the  child  was  born  they  might  return  bim 
thanks,  and  give  bim  a  present.  He  replied 
that  be  did  not  want  any  present,  for  that  he 
did  not  bring  them  the  good  news  of  the  birth 
of  a  son  out  of  the  want  of  any  thing;  and 
when  Manoah  bad  entreated  him  to  stay,  and 
partake  of  his  hospitality,  he  did  not  give  bis 
consent.  However,  be  was  persuaded,  at  the 
earnest  request  of  Manoah,  to  stay  so  long  as 
while  he  brought  him  one  mar'K  of  his  hospi- 
tality;— so  be  slew  a  kid  of  the  goats,  and  bid 
his  wife  boil  it.  When  all  was  ready,  the 
ai!f:tl  tniftint-f'  h'ni  to  stt  the  loa\e«  and  the 

*  I  ran  discover  no  reainn  why  Manoah  and  his  wife 
catne  ^o  constiinily  inin  these  siiburtis  to  pray  for  chiU 
•Irto.  bill  ti«-«rMuse  there  was  a  synagogue  or  ptice  uf 
><e«u(<oii  in  these  suburbs. 
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flesh,  but  without  the  vessels,  upon  the  rock: 
which  when  they  had  done,  be  toucbtd  tb.- 
flesh  with  the  rod  which  he  had  in  hn  hand, 
which,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  a  flame  was 
consumed,  together  with  the  loaves;  and  the 
an.'el  ascended  openly,  in  their  sight,  up  to 
heaven,  by  means  of  the  smoke,  as  by  a  ve- 
hicls.  Now  Manoah  was  afraid  that  some 
danger  would  come  to  them  from  this  sight 
of  God;  but  his  wife  bade  bim  be  of  good 
courage,  for  that  God  appeared  to  them  for 
their  benefit.  .  ...        , 

4  So  the  woman  proved  mth  child,  and 
was  careful  to  observe  the  injunctions  that 
l^•cre  given  her;  and  they  called  the  child, 
when  he  was  born,  Samson,  which  name  sig- 
nifies one  that  U  slro«g.  So  the  child  grew 
apace ;  and  it  appeared  endently  that  he  would 
be  a  prophet,*  both  by  the  moderaUon  ot  his 
diet,  and  the  permission  of  his  hair  to  grow. 

5.  Now  when  he  once  came  with  his  pa- 
rents to  Timnath.  a  city  of  the  I'W'.^t'"';:; 
when  there  was  a  great  festival,  he  fell  in  love 
«-ith  a  maid  of  that  country,  and  he  desired 
of  his  parents  that  they  would  procure  lum 
the  damsel  for  his  ^vi£c:  but  they  refused  so 
to  do,  because  she  was  not  of  the  stock  of 
Israel;  vet  because  this  marriage  was  ot  l^od, 
who  intended  to  convert  it  to  the  benefit  of 
the  Hebrews,  he  over-persuaded  thcra  to  pro- 
cure her  to  be  espoused  to  Inm;  and  as  he 
was  continually  coming  to  her  parents,  he  met 
a  lion,  and  though  he  w:vi  naked,  he  rece-.ved 
his  onset,  and  strangled  him  with  his  hands 
and  cast  the  mid  beast  into  a  woody  piece  ot 
ground  on  the  inside  of  the  road. 

6    And  when  he  was  going  another  time 
to  the  damsel,  he  lit  upon  a  swarm  of  bees 
making  their  combs  in  the  breast  of  that  lion ; 
and  taking  three  honey-combs  sway,  he  gave 
tbem,  together  Nvith  the  rest  of  his  Pr'=*«"'^' 
to  the  (Umsel.      Now  the  people  of  Tunnath. 
out  of  a  dread  of  the  young  man  s  strength, 
eave   bv>   <1"""S  i^'  »;■•"=  """   ",','=  wedding- 
feast  (for  he  then  feasted  them  all)  thirty  ot 
the  most  stout  of  their  youth,  in  pretence  to  be 
bis  companions,  but  in  reality  to  be  a  guard 
upon  him,  that  he  might  not  attempt  to  give 
them  any  disturbance.     Now  as  they  were 
drinking  merrily  and  playing,   Samson  said. 
as  was  usual  at  such  times.  "  Come,  if  Ip^e- 
nose  you  a  riddle,  and  you  can  expound  it  in 
these  seven  davs'  time,  I  wU  give  you  every 
one  a  linen  shirt  and  a  garment,  as  the  reward 
of  vour  msdom."     So  they  being  very  ambi- 
tio.-s  to  obtain  the  glory  of  msdom,  together 
with  the  gains,  desired  him  to  propose  his 
ri.ldle:  he  said.  "  That  a  devourer  produced 
eweet  food  out  of  itself,  though  itself  were 
very  disagreeable:"— and  when  they  were  not 
.  Hcrr.by  .  pni*,!,  .lo^-^plins  «fm,  only  to  mean 

Ood'  far   tht  judein,  and    av,n„ne  I-  t"-'}'l>=  l*^'' 
■ntJual  mj  proper  propLetu:  rtrelauons  at  all. 


able  in  three  davs"  time,  to  find  out  the  mean- 
ing of  the  riddle,  they  desired  the  damsel  to       ^ 
discover  it  by  the  means  of  her  husband,  and 
tell  it  them  ;  and  they  threatened  to  burn  her 
if  .he  did  not  tell  it  them.     So  when  the  dam- 
sel entreated  Samson  to  tell  it  her.  be  at  hrst 
refused  to  do  it;    but  when  she  lay  hard  at 
him.  and  feU  into  tears,  and  made  his  refu- 
sal to  tell  it  a  sign  of  his  unk.ndness  to  her, 
he  informed  her  of  his  slaughter  of  a  lion, 
and  how  he  found  bees  in  his  breast   and  c:.r- 
ried  away  three  honey  combs,  and  brought 
tbem  to  her.     Thus  he.  suspecting  nothing  of 
deceit,  informed  her  of  all,  and  she  revealed 
it  to  those  that  desired  to  know  it.    1  hen  on 
the  seventh  dav,  whereon  they  were  to  ex- 
pound  the  riddle  proposed  to  them,  they  met 
ogether  before  sun-setting    and  said        ISO- 
thing  is  more  disagreeable  than  a  bon  to  those 
that  Ught  on  it;  and  nothms  is  sweeter  than 
honey  to  those  that  make  use  of  it.        1  o 
which  Samson   made   this   rejomder:       No- 
thing is  more  deceitful  than  a  woman,  for  such 
was  the  person  that  discovered  my  >nt"preta. 
tion  to  you."     Accordingly  he  gave  them  the 
presents  he  had  promised  tbem.  '""king  su^ 
A.-kelonites  as  met  him   upon    be  road  his 
prev.  who  were  themselves  PmUstines  also 
But  he  divorced  this  his  wife;   and  the  prl 
despLsed  his  anger,  and  was  married  to  lus 
companion,  who  made  the  former  match  be- 
tween  them.  _ 

7    At  this  injurious  treatment  Samson  ^vas 
«o  provoked,  that  he  resolved  to  punish  all 
^e  Philistines,  as  w-eU  as  her:    so  it  being 
then  summer-time,  and  the  fruits  of  the  land 
being   almost    ripe   enough   for   reaping,    he 
caught  three  hundred  foxes,  and  joining  bght 
ed  torches  to  their  tails,  he  sent  them  into   he 
fields  of  the  PhiUstines,  by  which  means  the 
fruits  of  the  fields  peri-shed.     Now  when  the 
Philistines  knew  that  this  was  Samson  s  domg 
and  knew  al>o  for  what  cause  he  did  it,  the^ 
set  their  rulers  to  Timnath,  and  burnt  his 
I  former  wife,  and  her  relations,  who  had  been 
the  occasion  of  their  misfortunes. 
'      8    Now  when  Samson  had  slain  many  ot 
the  PhiUstines  in  the  plain  country,  he  dwelt 
at  Etain,  which  is  a  strong  rock  of  the  tribe 
of  Jmlab;    for  the   Philistines  at  that  time 
made  an   expedition  against  that  tnbe:    but 
the  people  of  Judah  said  that  they  did  not  act 
justly   with  them,   in  inflicting  punishments 
upon  them  while  they  paid  their  tnbute.  and 
this  only  on  accomit  of  Samsons  offences 
They  answered,  that  in  case  they  would  not 
be  blamed  themselves,  they  must  deliver  up 
Samson,  and  put  him  into  tbeir  power      So 
they  being  desirous  not  to  be  blamed  them- 
selves, came  to  the  rock  wth  three  thousand 
armed  men,  and  complained  to  Samson  of  the 
bold  insults  he  had  made  upon  the  PhJistines. 
who  were  men  able  to  bring  calamity  upon 
the  whole  nation  of  the  Hebrews;  and  they 
told  bim  they  were  come  to  take  him,  and  to 
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deliver  him  up  to  them,  and  put  him  into  their 
power ;  so  they  desired  him  to  bear  this  «nll- 
ingly.  Accordingly,  when  he  had  received 
assurance  from  them  upon  oath,  that  they 
would  do  him  no  other  harm  than  only  to 
deliver  him  into  his  enemies'  hands,  he  came 
do«-n  from  the  rock,  and  put  himself  into  the 
power  of  hi"  countrymen.  Then  did  they 
hind  him  nnth  two  cords,  and  led  him  on,  in 
order  to  deliver  him  to  the  Philistines;  and 
when  they  came  to  a  certain  place,  which  is 
now  called  the  Jaw-bone,  on  account  of  the 
great  action  there  performed  by  Samson, 
though  of  old  it  had  no  particular  name  at 
aH,  the  Philistines,  who  hacl  pitched  their  camp 
not  far  off,  came  to  meet  him  with  joy  and 
shouting,  as  having  done  a  great  thing,  and 
g:Lined  what  they  desired;  but  Samson  broke 
his  bonds  asunder,  and  catching  up  the  jaw- 
bone of  an  ass  that  lay  down  at  his  feet,  fell 
upon  his  enemies,  and  smiting  them  with  his 
jaw-bone,  slew  a  thousand  of  them,  and  put 
the  rest  to  flight  and  into  great  disorder. 

9.  Upon  this  slaughter  Samson  was  too 
proud  of  what  he  had  performed,  and  said 
that  this  did  not  come  to  pass  by  the  assist- 
ance of  God,  but  that  his  success  was  to  be 


the  law's  of  his  country,  and  altered  his  own 
regular  way  of  Uving,  and  imitated  the  strange 
customs  of  foreigners,  which  thing  was  the 
beginning  of  his  miseries ;  for  he  fell  in  love 
Hith  a  woman  that  was  a  harlot  among  the 
Philistines:  her  name  was  Delilah,  and  he 
lived  with  her.  So  those  that  administered 
the  public  affairs  of  the  Phihstines  came  to 
her,  and,  with  promises,  induced  her  to  get 
out  of  Samson  what  was  the  cause  of  that  his 
strength,  by  which  he  became  unconquerable 
to  his  enemies.  Accordingly,  when  they 
were  drinking,  and  had  the  like  conversation 
together,  she  pretended  to  admire  the  actions 
he  had  done,  and  contrived  to  get  out  of  him 
by  sublilty,  by  what  means  he  so  much  excell- 
ed others  in  strength.  Samson,  in  order  to  de- 
lude Delilah,  for  he  had  not  yet  lost  his  senses, 
replied,  that  if  he  were  bound  with  seven 
such  green  withs  of  a  nne  as  might  still  be 
wreathed,  he  should  be  weaker  than  any  other 
man.  The  woman  said  no  more  then,  but 
told  this  to  the  rulers  of  the  Phihstines,  and 
hid  certain  of  the  soldiers  in  ambush  within 
the  house;  and  when  he  was  disordered  in 
drink  and  asleep,  she  bound  him  as  fast  as 
possible  with  the  withs ;  and  then  upon  her 


scribed  to  his  own  courage;    and  vaunted    awakening  him,  she  told  him  some  of  the  peo. 


himself,  that  it  was  out  of  a  dread  of  him  that 
some  of  his  enemies  fell,  and  the  rest  ran 
away  upon  his  use  of  the  jaw-bone;  but  when 
a  great  thirst  came  upon  him,  he  considered 
that  human  courage  is  nothing,  and  bare  his 
testimony  that  all  is  to  be  ascribed  to  God, 
and  besought  him  that  he  would  not  be  angry 
at  any  thing  he  had  said,  nor  giv^  him  up  into 
the  hands  of  his  enemies,  but  afford  hira 
help  under  his  affliction,  and  deliver  hira  from 
the  misfortune  he  was  under.  Accordingly, 
God  was  moved  with  his  entreaties,  and  raised 
him  up  a  plentiful  fountain  of  sweet  water  at 
a  certain  rock;  whence  it  was  that  Samson 
called  the  place  the  Jaw-bone,'  and  so  it  is 
called  to  this  day. 

10.  After  this  fight  Samson  held  the  Phil- 
istines in  contempt,  and  came  to  Gaza,  and 
took  up  his  lodgings  in  a  certain  inn.  ^^^len 
the  rulers  of  Gaza  were  informed  of  his  com- 
ing thither,  they  seized  upon  the  gates,  and 
placed  men  in  ambush  about  them,  that  he 
might  not  escape  without  being  perceived: 
but  Samson,  who  was  acquainted  with  their 
contrivances  against  him,  arose  about  mid- 
night, and  ran  by  force  upon  the  gates,  with 
their  posts  and  beams,  and  the  rest  of  their 
wooden  furniture,  aiid  carried  them  away  on 
his  shoulders,  and  bare  them  to  the  mountain 
that  is  over  Hebron,  and  there  laid  them  down. 
11.  However,  he  at  length  t  transgressed 
•  Thi5  foDDtain,  called  Lehi.  or  the  Jan-bone,  is  still 
ID  being,  aa  traveller?  assur*-  ns,  ao-l  was  known  by  this 
Tery  name  in  the  days  of  Joaephas.  and  has  been  known 
by  the  lame  name  in  all  those  past  ages  See  Anliq.  b. 
yiu  chap.  xii.  secL  4.  .       ^        . 

+  See  thia  justly  ob^erred  in  the  Apostrtical  Consli. 
mtionsb.  yii.  chap.  iiiTii.  thai  >amsou's  prajer  wa» 
keard,  but  tb«t  it  waa  before  tbia  hii  trajtsgreaatoo. 


pie  were  upon  him;  but  he  broke  the  withs, 
aiui  endeavoured  to  defend  himself,  as  though 
some  of  the  people  were  upon  him.  Now 
this  woman,  in  the  constant  conversation  Sam- 
son ^ad  with  her,  preteraled  that  she  took  it 
very  ill  that  he  had  such  little  confidence  in 
her  affections  to  him,  that  be  would  not  tell 
her  what  she  desired,  as  if  she  would  not  con- 
ceal what  she  knew  it  was  for  his  interest  to 
have  concealed.  However,  he  deluded  her 
again,  and  told  her,  that  if  they  bound  him 
with  seven  cords,  he  should  lose  his  strength. 
.\nd  when  upon  doing  this,  she  gained  no. 
thing,  he  told  her  th«  third  time,  that  his  liair 
should  be  woven  into  a  web ;  but  when,  upon 
doing  this,  the  truth  was  not  yet  di^ovcrcd, 
at  length  Samson,  upon  Delihi's  prayer  (for 
he  was  doomed  to  fall  into  some  affliction), 
was  desirous  to  please  her,  and  told  her  that 
God  took  care  of  him,  and  that  he  was  born 
bv  his  pro>idcnce,  and  that  "  thence  it  is  that 
I 'suffer  my  hair  to  grow,  God  having  charged 
me  never  to  poll  my  head,  and  thence  my 
strength  is  according  to  the  mcrease  and  con- 
tinuance of  my  hair."  When  she  had  leanied 
thus  much,  and  had  deprived  him  of  his 
hair,  she  delivered  him  up  to  his  enemies, 
when  he  was  not  strong  enough  to  defend 
himself  fi^m  their  attempts  upon  him  ;  so 
thev  put  out  his  eyes,  and  bound  him,  and  had 
him  led  about  among  them. 

12.  But  in  process  of  time  Samson's  hair 
grew  again.  And  there  was  a  public  festival 
among  the  Philistines,  when  the  rulers  and 
those  of  the  most  eminent  character  were  feast- 
ing together  (now  the  room  wherein  they  weie 
had  its  roof  supported  by  two  pillars);  so  thej 
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eent  for  Samson,  and  he  was  brought  to  their 
feast,  th.t  thev  might  insult  him  in  their  cups 
Hereupon  he,  thinking  it  one  of  the  preatest 
misfortunes,  if  he  should  not  be  able  to  re- 
venge himself  when  he   was  thus  'nsuUed, 
persuaoed  the  boy  that  led  him  by  the  hand 
that  he  «  as  weary  and  wanted  to  rest  himself, 
and  desired  he  would  bring  him  near  the  pil- 
lars; and  as  soon  as  he  came  to  them,  he  rush- 
od  rtith  force  against  them,  and  overthrew  the 
Wouse,  by  overthrowing  its  pillars  with  three 
thousand  men  in  it,  who  were  all  slain,  and 
Samson  «ith  them.     And  such  was  the  end 
of  this  man.  when  he  had  ruled  over  the   Is- 
•aelites  twenty  years.     And  indeed  this  man 
deserves  to  be  admired  for  his  courage  and 
strength,  and  magnanimity  at  his  death,  and 
that  his  wrath  against  bis  enemies  went  so  tar 
„s  to  die  himself  vvith  them.     But  as  for  bis 
i,cing  ensnared  by  a  woman,  that  is  to   be 
ascribed  to  human  nature,  which  is  too  weak 
to  resist  the  tempUtions  to  that  sin;  but  we 
ought  to  bear  him  witness,  that  m  all  other 
respects  he  was  one  of  extraordinary  virtue. 
But  his  kindred  took   away  bis   body,   and 
buried  it  in  Sarasat.  hU  oivn  country,  with 
the  rest  of  bis  fcunily. 
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HOW  tJNOER  ELI'S  GOVEaNMENT  OF  THE  IS- 
RAELITF.S,  BDOZ  MARKIED  BOTH,  FBOM 
WHOM  CAME  OBED.  THE  CaANOrATHEa  OF 
DAVID. 

5  1    Now  after  the  death  of  Samson,  Eli  the 
hiffh.priest   was  governor   of  the    Israelites 
Under  him,  when  the  country  was  afflicted 
with    a    famine,    Elimelech    of    Cethlehera, 
«hicb  is  a  <ity  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  being 
,u,t  able  to  support  bis  family  under  so  sore 
a  distress,  took  with  him  Naomi  his  wife,  and 
the  children  that  were  born  to  him  by  her, 
Chilion  and   Mablon,  and  removed  his  habi- 
tation  into  the  land  of  Moah;  and  "pon  the 
happv  prosperity  of  bis  affairs  there    he  took 
for  his  sons  wives  of  the  Moabiles,  Orpah  for 
Chilion,  and  Ruth  for  Mablon.      But  m  the 
compass  of  ten  years  both   Elimelech    and  a 
little  while  after  him,   the   sons  died;    and 
Naomi  being  very  uneasy  at  these  accidents, 
and  not  being  able  to  bear  her  lonesome  con- 
dition, now  those  that  were  dearest  to  her  were 
.lead,  on  whose  account  it   was  that  she  had 
gone  awav  from  her  own  country,  she  returned 
to  it   again,    for   she   had    been    informed    it 
was  now  in  a  flourishing  condition.    However 
her  daughters-in-law  were  not  able  to  think  ot 
parting  with  her;  and  when  tbey  had  a  mind 
to  go  out  of  the  country  with  her.  she  could 
not  dissuade  them  from  it ;  but  when  they  in 
.isted  upon  it,  s'.e  wished  them  a  more  happy 
wedlock  than  they  had  with  her  sons,  and  that 


they  might  have  prosperity  in  other  respecU 
also-  and  seeing  her  own  affairs  were  fO  low 
she  exhorted  them  to  stay  where  they  were,  and 
not  to  think  of  leaving  their  own  country,  and 
partaking  with  her  of  that  uncertainty  iin.ler 
which  she  must  return.  Accordingly  Orpah 
staid  behind;  but  she  took  Ruth  along  with 
her  as  not  to  be  persuaded  to  stay  behind  her 
hut  would  take  her  fortune  with  her,  whatso- 
ever  it  should  prove. 

2    When  Ruth  was  come  with  her  mother- 
in-law  to  Bethlehem,  Booz.who  was  near  of  kin 
to  Elimelech,  entertained  her;  and  when  Na- 
omi was  so  called  by  her  fellow-citizens,  ac- 
cording to  her  true  name,  she  Siiid,  "  You  might 
more  truly  call  me  Mara."    Now  Naomi  signi- 
fies in  the  Hebrew  tongue  happiness,  and  .Ma- 
ra sorrow.   Itwas  nowreapingtime;  and  Uuth, 
bv  the  leave  of  her  mother-in-law,  went  out  to 
glean,  that  tbey  might  get  a  stock  of  corn  for 
their  food.     Now  it  happened  that  she  came 
into  Booz's  field;  and  after  some  tm,e  Bonz 
came  thither,  and  when  he  saw  the  damsel  he 
inquired  of  his  servant  that  was  set  over  the 
reapers,  concerning  the  girl.    The  servant  had 
a  Uttle  before  inquired  about  all  her  <■"•<•;""- 
sUnces,  and  told  them  to  his  master,  who  kiii-l- 
iy  embraced  her,  both  on  account  of  her  allec- 
tion  to  her  roothcr-in-lnw.  and  her   rj"iem- 
brance  of  that  son  of  hers  to  whom  she  had 
been  married,  and  wished  that  she  might  ex- 
perience a  prosperous  condition;  so  he  desired 
her  not  to  glean,  but  to  reap  what  she  was 
able,  and  gave  her  leave  to  carry  it  home.    He 
also  gave  it  in  charge  to  that  servant  who  was 
over  the  reapers,  not  to  hinder  her  when  she 
took  it  awav,  and  bade  him  give  her  her  din- 
ner and  make  her  drink  when  he  did  the  like 
to  the  reapers.    Now  what  corn  Ruth  received 
of   him,    she   kept    for    her    mother-in-law, 
and  came  to  het  in  the  evening,  and  brought 
the  ears  of  corn  with  her;   and  Naomi   had 
kept  for  her  a  part  of  such  food  as  her  neigh- 
bours   had    plentifully    bestowed    upon    her. 
Ruih  aUo  told  her  mother-in-law  what  Booi 
bad  said  to  her  ;  and  when  the  other  bad  in- 
formed her  that  he  was  near  of  km  to  them, 
and  perhaps  was  so  pious  a  man  as  to  make 
some  provision  for  them,  she  went  out  again 
on  the  days  following,  to  gather  the  gleanings 
with  Booz's  maid-servants. 

3.  It  was  not  many  days  before  Booz.  alter 
the  barley  was  winnowed,  slept  in  his  thra-^h- 
ing-floor.  When  Naomi  was  informed  ot  this 
circumstance,  she  contrived  it  so  that  Ruth 
should  lie  down  by  him,  for  she  tnought  it 
might  be  for  their  advantage  that  he  should 
.iiscourse  with  the  girl.  Accordingly  she  sent 
tlie  damsel  to  sleep  at  his  feet;  whe  went  as 
sl,e  bade  her,  fur  she  did  not  think  ii  consist- 
.nt  with  her  dutv  to  contradict  any  command 
of  her  motber-ii.'-law.  And  at  first  she  lay 
concealed  from  Unoz,  as  he  was  fast  asleep; 
l,ut  when  he  awak,..l  about  uudnight.  and  per- 
ceiveda  woman  bing  by  him.  he  asked  who 
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the  was;— and  when  she  told  him  her  name, 
and  desired  that  he  whom  she  owned  for  her 
lord  would  excuse  her,  he  then  said  no  more; 
but  in  the  morning,  before  the  servants  began 
to  set  about  their  work,  he  awaked  her,  and 
bid  her  take  as  much  barley  as  she  ^\-as  able 
to  carry,  and  go  to  her  mother-m-law  before 
any  body  there  should  see  that  she  had  Imn 
do'ra  bv  him,  because  it  was  but  prudent  to 
avoid  any  reproach  that  might  arise  on  that 
account,  especiaUy  when  there  had  been  no- 
thing done  that  was  ill.  But  as  to  the  main 
point  she  aimed  at,  the  matter  should  rest 
here,—"  He  that  is  nearer  of  kin  than  I  am, 
fhall  be  asked  whether  he  wants  to  take  thee 
to  mfe:  if  he  says  he  docs,  thou  shalt  follow 
him;  but  if  he  refuse  it,  1  will  marry  thee, 
according  to  the  law.' 

4.   When  she  had  informed  her  roother-in- 
Uw  of  this,  they  were  very  glad  of  it,  out  of 
the  hope  they  had  that  Booz  would  make  pro- 
vision for  them.    Now  about  noon  Booz  went 
down  into  the  city,  and  gathered  the  senate 
together,  and  when  he  had  sent  for  Ruth,  be 
caUed   for   her   kinsman  also;    and  when  he 
was  come,  he  said,  "  Dost  not  thou  retain  the 
inheritance  of  EUmelech  and  his  sons?       He 
confessed  that  he  did  retain  it,  and  that  he  dio 
as  he  was  permitted  to  do  by  the  la«%  be- 
cause he  was  their  nearest  kinsman.      Iben 
■aid  Booz,  "Thou  must  not  remember  the 
lau-s  by  halves,  but  do  every  thing  accoiding 
to  them;   for  the  vrife  of  Mahlon  is  come 
hither,  whom  thou  must  marry,  according  to 
the  law,  in  case  thou  wilt  retain  their  he  (Is. 
So  the  man  yielded  up  both  the  fields  and  the 
wife  to  Booz,  who  was  himself  of  kin  to  those 
that  were  dead,  as  alleging  that  he  had  a  mie 
alreadv,  and  children  also;    so  Booz  called 
the  se'nate  to  witness,  and  bid  the  womaii  to 
loose  his  shoe  and  spit  in  his  face,  according 
to  the  law;   and  when  this  was  done  Booz 
married  Ruth,  and  they  bad  a  son  wnthin  a 
year's  time.     Naomi  was  herself  a  nurse  to 
IhischUd;  and  by  the  advice  of  the  women, 
caUed  him  Obed,  as  being  to  be  brought  up 
in  order  to  be  subservient  to  her  in  her  old 
age  for  G',;ed  in  the  Hebrew  dialect  sigrofies 
^servant.     The  son  of  Obed  was  Jesse    and 
David  was  his  son,  who  was  king,  and  lelt 
his  dominions  to  his  sons  for  one-and-twenty 
generations.     I  was  therefore  obliged  to  re- 
late this  Hstorv  of  Ruth,  because  I  /ad  » 
mind  to  demonstrate  the  power  of  God,  who, 
without  difficultv,  can  raise  those  that  are 
of  ordinarv  parentage  to  dignity  and  splen- 
dour, to  which  he  advanced  David,  though  he 
«ire  bom  of  such  mean  parents. 


CHAPTER  X. 

CONCEKVING  THE  BIRTH  0»  6AMOKI.;  AND 
HOW  HE  FORETOLD  THE  CALAMITY  THAT 
BEFELL  THE  SDKS  OF  ELI. 

§  1    And  now  upon  the  ill  state  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Hebrews,  they  made  war  again 
upon  the  Philistines.     The  occasion  was  x^s: 
Eli    the  high-priest,  had   two   sons,  Hophm 
and  Phiiieas.     These  sons  of  Eli  were  guilty 
of  injustice  towards  men,  and  of  impiety  to- 
wards  God,  and   abstained   from  no  sort  of 
mckedness.     Some  of  their  gifts  they  earned 
off,  as  belonging  to  the  honourable  employ. 
Iment  they  had;   others  of  them  they  took 
away  bv  violence.     They  also  were  guilty  ot 
impurity  with  the  women  that  came  to  wor- 
ship God  [at  the  tabernacle],  obbging  some 
to  submit  to  their  lust  by  force,  and  enticing 
others   bv   bribes;    nay,    the    whole    course 
of  their  'lives  was  no  better  than  tyranny. 
Their  father  therefore  was   angry  at   them 
for  «uch  their  mckedness,  and  expected  that 
God  would  suddenly  inflict  his  purashments 
upon  them   for  what   they  had   done.     1  he 
multitude  took  it  heinously  also:  and  as  soon 
as  God  had  foretold  what  calamity  would  be- 
I  fall  EU's  sons,  which  he  did  both  to  Eh  hira- 
I  self  and  to  Samuel  the  prophet,  who  was  yet 
but  a  chUd,  he  openly  showed  his  sorrow  for 
his  sons'  destruction. 

2.  I  will  first  dispatch  what  I  have  to  say 
about  the  prophet  Samuel,  and  after  that  wiH. 
proceed  to  speak  of  the  sons  of  Eli,  and  the 
miseries  they  brought  on  the  whole  people  o. 
the  Hebrews.     Elcanah,  a  Levite,  one  of  a 
middle   condition   among  his  feUow-atizens. 
and  one  thai  dwelt  at  Ramathaim,  a  city  ot 
the   tribe  of  Ephraim,  married   two  wives, 
Hannah  and  Peninnah.     He  had  children  by 
the  latter;  but  he  loved  the  other  best,  al- 
though she  was  barren.     Now  Elcanah  came 
with  his  wives  to  the  dty  Shiloh  to  sacrifice, 
for  there  it  was  that  the  tabernacle  of  God 
vras  fixed,  as  we  have  formerly  said.      Now 
when,  after  be  had  sacrificed,  he  distributed 
at  that  festival  portions  of  the  flesh  to  his 
wives  and  children,  and  when   Hannah  saw 
the  other  mfe's  children  sitting  round  about 
their  mother,  she  fell  into  tears,  and  lamented 
herself  on  account  of  her  barrenness  and  loiie- 
somencss;  and  juffering  her  grief  to  prevail 
over  her  husband's  consolations  to  her,  sie 
went  to  the  tabernacle  to  beseech  God  to  give 
her  seed,  and  to  make  her  a  mother;   and  to 
1  vow  to  consecrate  the  first  son  sht  should  tear 
to  the  service  of  God,  and  this  in  .such  a  way. 
i  that  his  manner  of  living  should  not  be  like 
that  of  ordinarv  men.     And  as  she  continued 
I  at  her  prayers  u'loni;  time,  Eh,  the  high-pnest, 
for  he  sat  there  before  the  tabernacle,  bid  her 
,po  away,  thinking  she  had  been   disordered 
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with  mne;  but  when  she  said  she  had  drank 
water  but  «-as  in  sorrow  for  want  of  children, 
and  «as  beseeching  God  for  them,  he  b.d  her 
be  of  good  cheer,  and  told  her  that  God  would 
send  h-r  children.  ■     .      j  /•  ii   „f 

3  So  «he  came  to  her  husband  fuU  ot 
hope,  and  eat  her  meal  with  gladness.  And 
when  they  had  returned  to  their  own  country 
she  'omd  herself  with  child,  and  they  had  a 
8oa  bf^'n  to  them,  to  whom  they  gave  the 
na^-e  of  Samuel,  which  may  be  styled  one  that 
was  asked  of  God.  They  therelbre  came  to 
the  tabeniacle  to  offer  sacrifice  for  the  birth 
of  the  child,  and  brought  their  tithes  with 
them;  but  the  woman  remembered  the  vow 
ehe  had  made  concerning  her  son,  and  deU- 
vered  him  to  Eli,  dedicating  him  to  God  that 
be  mit'ht  become  a  prophet.  Accordingly,  bis 
heir  was  sutTered  to  grow  long,  and  his  drii.lc 
,1^  water.    So  Samuel  dwelt  and  was  brought 
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CHAPTER  XL 

HEBEIN  IS  DECLARED  WHAT  BEFELL  THE  S0N3 
or  ELI,  THE  ARK,  AND  THE  PEOPLE;  AND 
HOW   ELI  HIMSELF  DIED  UISEBABLV. 

S  1  About  this  time  it  was  that  the  Philis- 
tines made  war  against  the  Israelites,  fuid 
pitched  their  camp  at  the  city  Aphek.  Now 
when  the  Israelites  had  expected  them  a  httle 
whUe,  the  very  next  day  they  joined  battle, 
and  the  Philistines  were  conquerors,  and  slew 
above  four  thousand  of  the  Hebrews,  and 
pursued  the  rest  of  the  multitude  to   their 

'''"2''so  the  Hebrews  being  afraid  of  the 
worst,  sent  to  the  senate,  and  to  the  high- 
Driest,  and  desired  that  they  would  bring  the 


K-M  water     So  Samuel  dwelt  anil  was  uruuguL     ^es,,  „„„  uesireu  luai  >....   •■-■ o 

M^i     the  UMnple.     But   Elcanah  had    other  l,^  „,-  God,  that,  by  putting   themselves  in 
son    bv  Han,  ah,  and  three  daughters.  j,„ay,  when  it  wa3  present  with  them    they 

4.   Now  when  Samuel  «-as  twelve  yearsold,L,i,^t  to  too  hard   for  their  enemies,  as  not 


he  began  to  prophesy:  and  once  when  he  was 
asleep,  God  called  to  him  by  his  name;  a^id 
he  supposing  he  had  been  called  by  the  high- 
nricst,  came  to  him:  but  when  the  h.gh-prie.t 
^d  he  did  uot  call  him,  God  did  so  thrice 
EU  was  then  so  far  illuminated,  that  he  said 
to  him,  "  Indeed,  Samuel,  I  was  silent  now 
as  well  as  before:  it  is  God  that  caUs  thee; 


reflecting  that  he  who  had  condemned  them 
to  endure  these  caUmities  was  greater  than  the 
ark  and  for  «hose  sake  it  was  that  this  ark 
came  to  be  honoured.  So  the  aik  came,  and 
,he  sons  of  the  high-priest  with  it,  having  re- 
ceived a  charge  from  their  father,  that  it  they 

pretend   to  survive  the  taking   of  the  ark. 

thev  should  come  no  more  into  his  presence; 


a<  wfll  as  before:  it  w  uoa  laat  uiiu»  ww^,  they  snoui"  i:umc  -v^  •-"'-  •'•"  — "  .'  v  .  . 
^otbou  Therefore,  signify  it  to  him,  and  say  I  'for  Phineas  officiat«l  already  «^^.gh-prie  t. 
am  here  readv  ••  So  when  he  heard  God  kis  father  having  rcMgned  h.s  ^^<-''^"J'". 
t^eak  again  he  desired  him  to  speak,  and  to  ,j,  reason  of  his  great  age.  So  he  Hebre 
d'eutr  whai  oracles  he  pleased  to  him  for  he  j  ,^ere  full  of  ^^S^'  ^ ^^P.^'S,*''^  '  t '.o 
would  not  fail  to  perform  any  mimstration  the  coming  of  the  ark,  *;;>./"°""'.  "\,  „ 
wha  soever  he  should  make  use  of  him  in  ;_  bard  for  their  ene.n.es:  ^^^^  J^'J^^J^'^^ 
to.vhichGod  repUed."  Since  thou  art  here    ,,„e  greatly  <:0^^^f:^^^: ,^:tZ"f.  y.^.J 


fe.idv,  learn  wliat  miseries  are  coming  upon 
the  'Israelites,— such  indeed  as  words  caiinot 
declare,  nor  faith  believe;  for  the  sons  of  Ei 
shall  (lie  on  one  day,  and  the  priesthood  shall 
be  transferred  into  the  family  of  Eleazar;  for 
EU  hath  loved  his  sons  more  than  he  hath 
loved  my  worship,  and  to  such  a  degree,  as 
is  not  for  their  advantage."  Which  .ness:ige 
Eli  oldiged  the  prophet  by  oath  to  teU  him 
for  otheru-ise  he  had  no  incUnatjon  to  afflict 
him  by  telUng  it.  And  now  LI;  ha.1  a  far 
more  sure  expectation  of  the  perdition  of  hiB 
sons;  but  the  glory  of  Samuel  incre.ised 
more  and  more,  it  being  found  by  expenence 


were    ert^uiiv    ^,win...i..^",   

the  aik-s  coming  to  the  Israelites;  howeVer. 
the  upshot  did  not  prove  agreeable  to  the  ex- 
pectauo..  of  both  sides,  but  when  the  battle 
Wius  joined,  that  victory  wlii.-h  the  Hebre u"_ 
expected  was  gained  by  the  Ph.hstines  anu 
that  defeat  the  Philistines  were  afraid  ot,  loll 
to  the  lot  of  the  Israelites,  and  thereby  they 
found  that  they  had  put  their  trust  in  the  ark  in 
vain,  for  they  were  presently  beaten  as  soon  a, 
they  came  to  a  close  fight  «-ith  tbp.r  enemies, 
and  lost  about  thirty  thousand  men,  among 
whom  were  the  sons  of  the  high-priest ;  but 
the  ark  was  carried  away  by  the  enemies. 
3    When  the  news  of  this  defeat  came  to 


srr=.rs="i^;^.  ,.i  sics  sfitr.'^^^^^^^ 


accordingly.' 


(for  a  cert^n  young  man,  a  Benjamite.  who 
was  in  the  action,  came  as  a  messenger  thither;, 
the  whole  city  was  full  of  Umentotions.  And 
Eli  the  high-priest,  who  sat  upon  a  hign 
throne  at  one  of  the  gates,  heard  the.r  moiir*. 
ful  cries,  and  supposed  that  some  strange 
thing  had  befallen  h*  family.  So  he  sen  for 
the  voung  man;  and  when  he  unaerstood 
what  had  happened  in  the  battle,  he  was  not 
much  uneasy  as  to  his  sons,  or  what  ^vas  told 
him  withal  about  the  army,  as  haN-.ng  before- 
-band  known  by  (hvine  revelation  that  those 
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thing*  would  happen,  and  having  himself  de- 
clared them  beforehand, — for  what  sad  things 
come  unexpectedly  they  distress  nien  the  most ; 
but  as  soon  as  [he  heard]  the  ark  was  carried 
captive  by  their  enemies,  he  was  very  rnuch 
grieved  at  it,  because  it  fell  out  quite  differ- 
ently from  what  he  expected ;  so  he  fell  down 
from  his  throne  and  died,  having  in  all  lived 
ninety-eight  years,  and  of  them  retained  the 
government  forty.  ^ 

4.  On  the  same  day  his  son  Phineas  «  wife 
died  also,  as  not  able  to  surWve  the  misfor- 
tune of  her  husband;  for  they  told  her  of  her 
husband's  death  as  she  was  in  labour.  How- 
ever, she  bare  a  son  at  seven  months,  who 
lived,  and  to  whom  they  gave  the  name  of 


Icabod,  which  name  signifies  dist/race, — and 
this  because  the  army  receiired  a  disgrace  at 
this  time. 

5.  Now  Eli  was  the  first  of  the  family  ol 
Ithamar,  the  other  son  vf  Aaron,  that  bad  the 
government ;  for  the  family  of  Eleazar  offi- 
ciated as  high-priest  at  first,  the  son  still  re- 
ceiving that  honour  from  the  father  which 
Eleazar  bequeathed  to  his  son  Phineas ;  after 
whom  Abiezer  his  son  took  the  honour,  and 
delivered  it  to  his  son,  whose  name  was  Buk- 
ki,  from  whom  his  son  Ozi  received  it;  after 
whom  Eli,  of  whom  we  have  been  speaking, 
bad  the  priesthood,  and  so  he  and  his  posterity 
until  the  time  of  Solomon's  reign;  but  then 
the  posterity  of  Eleazar  reassumed  it 
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FROM  THE  DEATH  OF  ELI  TO  THE  DEATH  OF  SAUL. 


CHAPTER  I. 

THE  DESTBDCnOH  THAT  CAME  UPO!»  THE 
PHILISTINES,  AND  OPON  THEIR  LAND,  BY 
THE  WBATH  OP  GOD,  ON  ACCOUNT  OP  THEIR 
HAVING  CARRIED  THE  ABK  AWAY  CAPTIVE  ; 
AND  APTEB  WHAT  MANNER  THET  SENT  IT 
BACK  TO  THE  HEBREWS. 

§  1.  When  the  Philisfines  had  taken  the  ark 
of  the  Hebrews  captive,  as  I  said  a  little  be- 
fore, they  carried  it  to  the  city  of  Ashdod, 
and  put  it  by  their  own  god,  who  was  called 
D-igon,*  as  one  of  their  spoils;  but  when 
they  went  into  his  temple  the  next  morning 
to  worship  their  god,  they  found  him  paying 
the  same  worship  to  the  ark,  for  he  lay  along, 
as  having  fallen  down  from  the  basis  whereon 
he  had  stood:  so  they  took  him  up  and 
set  him  on  his  basis  again,  and  were  much 
troubled  at  what  had  happened ;  and  as  they 
frequently  came  to  Dagon  and  found  him  still 
lying  along,  in  a  posture  of  adoration  to  the 
ark,  they  were  in  very  great  distress  and  con- 
fusion. At  length  God  sent  a  very  destruc- 
tive disease  upon  the  city  and  country  of 
Xshdod,  for  they  died  of  the  dysentery  or 
flux,  a  sore  distemper^bat  brought  death 
upon  them  very  suddenly ;  for  before  the  soul 

•  DaroD.  »  ftuooiis  marilime  cod  or  idol,  is  generally 
tarcos«d  to  half  bMO  lite  «  man  »I>«t«  «i«  Ii^rtl,  and 
n*  a  btl  ImdmUi  i<. 


could,  as  usual  in  easy  deaths,  be  well  loosed 
from  the  body,  they  brought  up  their  entrails, 
and  vomited  up  what  they  had  eaten,  which 
was  entirely  corrupted  by  the  disease.  And 
as  to  the  fruits  of  their  country,  a  great  mul- 
titude of  mice  arose  out  of  the  earth  and  hurt 
them,  and  spared  i>«tber  the  plants  nor  the 
fruits.  Now  while  the  people  of  Ashdod 
were  under  these  misfortunes,  and  were  not 
able  to  support  themselves  under  their  cala- 
mities, they  perceived  that  they  suffered  thus 
because  of  the  ark,  and  that  the  victory  they 
had  gotten,  and  their  having  taken  the  ark 
captive,  had  not  happened  for  their  good;  they 
therefore  sent  to  the  people  of  Askelon,  and 
desired  that  they  would  receive  the  ark  among 
them.  This  desire  of  the  people  of  Ashdod 
was  not  disagreeable  to  those  of  Askelon,  so 
they  granted  them  that  favour.  But  when  they 
had  gotten  the  ark,  they  were  in  the  same 
miserable  condition ;  for  the  ark  carried  along 
with  it  the  disasters  that  the  people  of  Ashdod 
had  suffered,  to  those  who  received  it  from 
them.  Those  of  Askelon  also  sent  it  away 
from  themselves  to  others;  nor  did  it  staj 
among  those  others  neither;  for  since  they  were 
pursued  by  the  same  disasters,  they  still  sent 
it  to  the  neighbouring  cities;  so  that  the  ark 
went  round,  after  this  manner,  to  the  five 
cities  of  the  Philistines,  as  though  it  exacted 
these  disasters  as  a  tribute  to  be  paid  it  fop 
its  coming  among  them. 


CHAP.  t. 
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2.   When  those  that  had  experienced  these    the  dams  might  return  the  faster  out  of  a  de- 


miseries  were  tired  out  with  them,  and  when 
those  that  heard  of  them  were  taught  thereliy 
not  to  admit  the  ark  among  them,  since  they 
paid  so  dear  a  tribute  for  it,  at  length  they 
■ought  for  some  contrivance  and  method  how 
they  might  get  free  from  it:  so  the  governors 
of  the  five  cities,  Gath,  and  Ekron,  and  As- 
kelon,  as  also  of  Gaza,  and  Ashdod,  met  to- 
gof  her,  and  considered  what  was  fit  to  be  done ; 
and  at  first  they  thought  proper  to  send' the 
ark  back  to  its  o^vn  people,  as  allowing  that 
God  had  avenged  its  cause ;  that  the  miseries 
they  had  undergone  came  along  with  it,  and 
that  these  were  sent  on  their  cities  upon  its 
account,  and  together  with  it.  However,  there 
were  those  that  said,  they  should  not  do  so, 
nor  suffer  themselves  to  be  deluded,  as  ascri- 
bing the  cause  of  their  miseries  to  it,  because 
it  could  not  have  such  power  and  force  up- 
on them;  for,  had  God  had  such  a  regard  to 
it,  it  would  not  have  been  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  men:  so  they  exhorted  them  to  be 
quiet,  and  to  take  patiently  what  had  befallen 
them,  and  to  suppose  there  w;iS  no  other  cause 
of  it  but  nature,  which,  at  certain  revolutions 
of  time,  produces  such  niulations  in  the  bodies 
of  men,  in  the  earth,  in  plants,  and  in  all 
things  that  grow  out  of  the  earth.     But  the 
counsel  that  prevailed  over  those  already  de- 
scribed, was  that  of  certain   men,  who  were 
believed  to  have  distinguished   themselves  in 
former  times  for  their  understanding  and  pru- 
dence .wnd  who,  ill  their  present  cir(Mini>-taii- 
ces,  seemed  above  all  the  rest  to  speak  pro- 
perly.   These  men  said,  it  was  net  right  either 
to  send  the  ark  away,  or  to  retain  it,  but  to 
dedicate   five  golden  images,  one  for  every 
city,  as  a  thank-offering  to  Ood,  on  account  of 
his  having  taken  care  of  their  preservation, 
and  having  kept  them  alive  when  their  lives 
were  likely  to  be  taken  a\vay  by  such  distem- 
pers as  they  were  not  able  to  bear  up  ag.iinst. 
They  also  would  have  them  make  five  golden 
mice  like  to  those  that  devoured  and  destroyed 
their  counti7,*  to  put  them  in  a  bag,  and  lay 
them  upon  the  ark;  to  make  them  a  new  cart 
also  for  it,  and  to  yoke  milch  kine  to  it  ;t  but 
tn  shut  up  their  calves,  and  keep  them  froLn 
them,  lest,  by  folloiving  after  them,  they  should 
prove  a  hinderance  to  their  dams,  and  that 

•  Spanheim  tDforma  as  here,  that  upon  the  coins  of  To. 
D«dos.and  lho«^  of  other  cities,  a  tielil-mou«e  isenETOVen, 
together  with  Apollo  Smintheus,  or.  Apollo^  the  dnvrr 
OTT'fli/  nf  fifld-micty  on  acroont  of  liis  l)ein«  8uppoSP<I  to 
have  freed  certain  tmcls  of  ltoihiiI  from  tho*e  mice; 
which  coins  show  how  (»reat  a  jmlcnient  such  mice  have 
sometimes  tleen.  and  how  the  deliverance  from  them  was 
then  esteemed  the  etTect  of  a  divine  power;  which  obser- 
vations are  biRbly  soitable  to  this  history. 

+  This  device  of  the  Philistines,  of  having  a  yoke  of 
kine  to  draw  this  cart,  into  which  they  put  the  arlt  of  the 
Hebrews,  is  Rreatly  illustrated  by  Sanchonistho's  ac- 
count, under  his  ninth  ^neration,  that  A?rouerus.  or 
AKiotes,  the  Aii*6(imfmaii.  had  a  much  worstiipped  statue 
and  temple,  carrird  about  by  one  or  more  yoke  of  oxen, 
or  kine,  in  Phirmcia.  in  thi-  neighbourhood  ol  these  Phi. 
liitinaa-  See  (.'limherlan-l's  sanchoniatho.  pp.  V7  and 
S4T.  aad  Kssay  oo  the  t>ld  Tes'ameol,  App.  p.  ill. 


sire  of  those  calves ;  then  to  drive  these  milch 
kine  that  carried  the  ark,  and  leave  it  at  a 
place  where  three  ways  met,  and  to  leave  it 
to  the  kine  to  go  along  which  of  those  ways 
thev  pleased ;  that  in  case  they  went  the  way 
to  the  Hebrews,  and  ascended  to  their  coun- 
try, they  should  suppose  that  the  ark  was  the 
cause  of  their  misfortunes;  but  if  they  turned 
into  another  road,  they  said,  "  We  will  pursue 
after  it,  and  conclude  that  it  has  no  such  force 
in  it." 

3.  So  they  determined  that  these  men  spake 
well;  and  they  immediately  confirmed  their 
opinion  by  doing  accordingly.  And  when 
they  had  done  as  has  been  already  dcscribwl, 
they  brought  the  cart  to  a  place  where  three 
ways  met,  and  left  it  there,  and  went  their 
ways;  but  the  kine  went  the  right  way.  and 
as  if  some  persons  had  driven  them,  while  the 
rulers  of  the  Philistines  followed  after  them, 
as  desirous  to  know  where  they  would  stand 
still,  and  to  whom  they  would  go.  Now  there 
was  a  certain  village  of  the  tribe  of  Judah, 
the  name  of  which  was  Bethshemesh,  and  to 
that  village  did  the  kine  go;  and  though  there 
was  a  great  and  good  plain  before  them  to 
proceed  in,  they  went  no  farther,  but  stopped 
the  cart  there.  This  was  a  sight  to  those  of 
that  village,  and  they  were  very  gUd;  for  it 
being  then  summer-time,  and  all  the  iiibabi- 
titiits  being  then  in  the  fields  gathering  m 
their  fruits,  they  lelt  off  the  labours  ot  their 
bands  fnr  joy,  as  soon  as  they  saw  die  ark. 
and  ran  to  the  cart,  and  taking  the  ark  down, 
and  the  vessel  that  had  the  images  in  it.  and 
the  mice,  they  set  them  upon  a  certain  rock 
wliich  was  in  the  plain;  and  when  they  hiui 
otfcred  a  splendid  sacrifice  to  God,  and  least- 
I'd,  they  offered  the  cart  and  the  kine  as  a 
burnt-offering:  and  when  the  lords  of  the 
Philistines  saw  this,  they  returned  back. 

4.  But  now  it  was  that  the  wrath  of  God 
overtook  thein,  and  struck  seventy  personst 
of  the  \-illage  of  Bethshemesh  dead,  who,  not 
being  priests,  and  so  not  worthy  to  touch  the 
ark,  had  approached  to  it.  Those  of  that  vil- 
lage wept  for  these  that  had  thus  suffered, 
and  made  such  a  lamentation  as  was  naturallv 
to  be  expected  on  so  great  a  misfortune  thiit 
was  sent  from  God ;  and  everyone  mourned 
for  his  own  relation.  And  since  they  ai-kno>v- 
ledged  themselves  unworthy  of  the  ark's  aboiie 
with  them,  they  sent  to  the  public  senate  <if 
the  Israelites,  and  informed  their  tha»  th*"  a'k 
was  re>-tored  by  the  Philistines;  Khicli  when 
they  knew,  they  brought  it  away  to  Kirjath- 
jeaiim,  a  city  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Beth- 

• 
%  Th*s.r  sMcnly  men.  b^iitd  not  so  much  as  Invites, 
touctird  the  ark  in  a  raah  or  prolan?  niannrr,  and  were 
nlain  by  the  hand  of  Oon  i"»  s..»!h  th^ir  rashncM  and 
profanene9!».accordiiiK  to  ilie  divine  threaten ings.  Numb, 
iv  1>.20;  but  how  our  other  copies  corae  to  add  such  at 
incredilile  number  as  fifty  thousand  in  this  one  town  oi 
Hiuall  city,  I  know  noL  See  Dr.  Wall's  Critical  Notet 
•>a  1  Kam.  vL  19. 
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sbemesh.  In  this  city  lived  one  Abinadab 
by  birth  a  Le^-ite,  and  who  was  greatly  com- 
mended for  bis  righteous  and  religious  course 
of  life ;  so  they  brought  the  avk  to  his  house, 
as  to  a  place  fit  for  bod  himself  to  abide  in, 
since  therein  did  inhabit  a  righteous  man.  His 
sons  also  ministered  to  the  divine  service  at  the 
ark,  and  were  the  principal  curators  of  it  for 
twenty  years ;  for  so  many  years  it  continued 
in  Kirjathjearim,  baring  been  but  four  months 
with  the  Philistines. 


CHAPTER  II. 

THE  EXPEDITION  OFTHE  PHILISTINES  AGAIKST 
THE  HEBREWS,  AND  THE  HEBREWS*  VICTORY 
UNDER  THE  CONDUCT  OF  SAMUEL  THE  PBO- 
PUET,   WHO  WAS  THEin  GENERAL. 

§  1.  Now  while  the  city  of  Kirjathjearim  had 
the  ark  with  them,  the  whole  body  of  the  peo- 
ple betook  themselves  all  that  time  to  offer 
prayers  and  sacrifices  to  God,  and  appeared 
greatly  concerned  and  zealous  about  his  wor- 
ship. '  So  Samuel  the  prophet,  seeing  how 
reartv  thev  were  to  do  their  duty,  thought  this 
a  proper  time  to  speak  to  them,  while  they 
were  in  this  good  disposition,  about  the  leco- 
very  of  their  liberty,  and  of  the  blessings  that 
accompanied  the  same.      Accordingly  he  used 
such  words  to  them  as  he  thought  were  most 
likelv  to  excite  ibiit   inclination,  and  to  per. 
>u»<\e  them  to  attempt  it:  "  O  you  Israelites." 
kaid   he,   "  to  whom  the  Philistines  are  still 
grievous  enemies,  but  to  whom  God  begins  to 
be  gracious,  it  behoves  you  not  only  to  be  de- 
sirous of  liberty,  but  to  take  the  proper  me- 
thods to  obtain  it.      Nor  are  you  to  be  con- 
tented with  an  inclination  to  get  clear  of  your 
lords  and  masters,  while  you  still  do  what  will 
procure  your  continuance  under  them.      Be 
righteous  then,  and   cast  wickedness  out  of 
your  souls,  and  by  your  worship  supplicate 
the  Oivine  Majesty  with  all  your  hearts,  and 
persevere  in  the  honour  you  pay  to  him ;  for 
if  you  act  thus,   you  will   enjoy  prosperity; 
yoii  wilt  be  freed  from  your  slavery,  and  will 
get  the  i-ictorv  over  your  enemies;  which  bless- 
ings it  is  not  possible  you  should  attain,  either 
by  weapons  of  war,  or  by  the  strength  of  your 
bodies,  or  by  the  multitude  of  your  assistants; 
tor  God  has  not  promised  to  grant  these  bless- 
ings by  those  means,  but  by  being  good  and 
righteous  men;  and  if  you  will  be  such,  I  will 
be  security  to   you   for    the   performance   of 
God's   promises."     When   Samuel   had   said 
thus,  the  multitude  Uplauded  his  discourse, 
and  were  pleased  with  his  exhortation  to  them, 
and  gave  their  consent  to  resign  themselves  up 
to  do  what  was  pleasing  to  God.     So  Samuel 
gathered  them  together  to  a  certain  city  called 
Mizpeh,  which,  in  the  Hebrew  tongue,  signi- 
fies a  ica/rA-(ouier;  there  they  drew  water,  and 


'  poured  it  out  to  God,  and  fasltd  all  day,  and 
betook  themselves  to  their  prayers. 

2.   This  their  assembly  did  not  escape  the 
notice  of  the  Philistines :   so  when  they  had 
learned  that  so  large  a  company  had  met  to- 
gether, they  fell  upon  the  Hebrews  wit'a  a 
great  army  and  mighty  forces,  as  hoping  to 
assault  them  when  they  did  not  expect  it,  nor 
were  prepared  for  it.     This  thing  affrighted 
the  Hebrews,  and  put  them  into  disorder  and 
terror;  so  they  came  running  to  Samuel,  and 
said  that  their  souls  were  sunk  by  their  fears, 
and  by  the  former  defeat  they  had  received, 
and  "  that  thence  it  was  that  we  lay  still,  lest 
we  should  excite  the  power  of  our  enemies 
against  us.     Now  while  thou  hast  brought  us 
hither  to  offer  up  our  prayers  and  sacrifices, 
and  take  oaths  [to  be  obedient],  our  enemies 
are  making  an  expedition  against   us,  while 
we  are  naked  and   unarmed  ;    wherefore  we 
have  no  other  hope  of  dehverance  but  that  by 
thy  means,  and  by  the  assistance  God  shall  af- 
ford us  upon  thy  prayers  to  him,  we  shall  obtain 
deliverance  from  the  Philistines."    Hereupon 
Samuel  bade  them  be  of  good  cheer,  and  pro- 
mised them  that  God  would  assist  them;  and 
taking  a  sucking  lamb,  he  sacrificed  it  for  the 
multitude,  and  besought  God  to  hold  his  pro- 
tecting hand  over  them  when  they  should  fight 
with  the  Philistines,  and  not  to  overlook  them, 
!  nor  suffer  them  to  come  under  a  second  mis- 
j  fortune.     Accordingly  God  hearkened  to  his 
prayers,  and  accepting  their  sacrifice  with  a 
gracious  intention,  and  such  as  was  disposed 
to  assist   them,  he  granted  them  victory  and 
power  over  their  enemies.     Now  while  ll;e 
alur  had  the  sacrifice  of  God  upon  it,  and  Imd 
not  yet  consumed  it  wholly  oy  its  sacred  fire, 
the  enemy's  army  marched  out  of  their  camp, 
and  was  put  in  order  of  battle,  and  this  in 
hope  that  they  should  be  conquerors,  since  the 
Jews*  were  caught  in  distressed  circumstan- 
ces,  as  neither  ha  ving  their  weapons  with  them, 
nor  being  assembled  there  in  order  to  fight. 
But  things  so  fell  out,  that  they  would  hardly 
have  been  credited  though  they  had  been  fore- 
told by  any  body ;  for,  in  the  first  place,  God 
disturbed  their  enemies  with  an  earthquake, 
and  moved  the  ground  under  then;  to  siicb  a 
degree,  that  he  caused  it  to  tremble,  and  made 
them  to  shake,  insomuch  that  by  its  trem'uling, 
he  made  some  unable  to  keep  their  feet,  and 
made   them   fall  down,   and,  by  opening  its 
chasms,  he  caused  that  others  shouid  be  hur- 
ried down  into  them;  after  which  he  caused 
such  a  noise  of  thunder  to  come  among  them, 
and   made   fiery   lightning    shine    so   terriiily 
round  about  them,  that  it  was  ready  to  bum 
their  faces;   and  he  so  suddenly  shook  their 
weapons  out  of  their  hands,  t'nat   be  mn''e 
them  iiy  and  return  home  naked.    So  Samuel 


•  Thi?  is  the  first  plare,  so  far  as  I  rtmf  mb^r.  n  Ih^ae 
\ntiquilies.  where  Josephus  beg  n»  to  rail  nis  oanon 
Jews,  he  havinc  hitherto  usuaMv.  if  not  coTii'-an*.i,,ra\UV 
them  either  Hebrews  or  Israeitfes.  The  second  fla.re 
soon  follows,  see  also  chao  ui  fce*-.'.  .v 


CHAP.  iir. 


A}?T1QMTIE.S     OF  THE  JEWS. 


155 


i 


with  the  multitude  pvirsued  them  to  Beth.ar. 
a  place  so  called  ;  and  there  he  set  up  a  stone 
ns  a  houndarv  of  their  victory  and  their  ene- 
mies' flight,  a'nd  called  it  the  Store  oj  I'otcer, 
ao  a  sipisl  of  that  power  God  had  given  them 
a^iinst  their  enemies, 

X  So  the  Philistines,  after  this  stroke,  made 
no  more  expeditions  ag-.iin^t  the  Israelites,  but 
lav  sfill  out  of  fear,  and  out  Of  remembrance 
of  what  hid  befallen  them:  and  what  courage 
the  Philis'ines  had  formerly  against  the  He- 
brcvys,  that,  after  this  victory,  was  transferred 
to  the  Hebrews.  Samuel  also  made  an  expe- 
dition agains-t  the  Philistines,  and  slew  many 
of  them,  and  entlr/ly  humbled  their  proud 
hearts,  and  took  from  them  that  country, 
which,  when  thev  were  formerly  conquerors 
in  battle,  they  had  c-.it  off  from  the  Jews, 
which  was  the  country  that  extended  from  the 
borders  of  Gath  to  the  city  of  Ekron :  but  the 
remains  of  the  Canaiinites  were  at  this  time 
in  friendship  with  the  Israelites. 


CHAPTER  III. 

HOW  8AM0EL,  WHEN  HE  WAS  SO  INTTnM  WtTH 
OLD  AOE  THAT  HE  COULD  NOT  TAKE  CAKE 
OP  THE  PUBLIC  AFKAIllS,  INTKUSTED  THEM 
TO  HIS  sons;  and  how,  upon  THE  EVIL 
ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  GOVtRNM  EXT  BY 
THEM,  THE  MULTITUDE  WERE  SO  ANGRY, 
THAT  THEV  REQUIKI.D  TO  HAVE  A  KING  TO 
GOVERN  THEM,  ALTHOUGH  SAMtTEL  WAS 
MOCH  DISPLEASED  TUEttEAT. 


§  1.  But  Samuel  the  prophet,  when  he  had 
ordered  the  aff.iirs  of  the  people  after  a  con- 
venient manner,  and  had  appointed  a  city  lor 
evcrv  district  of  them,  he  commanded  them  to 
come  to  such  cities,  to  have  the  controversies 
tliat  thcv  had  one  with  another  determined  in 
them,  he  himself  going  over  those  cities  twice 
in  a  year,  and  doing  them  justice;  and  by 
hat  means  he  kept  them  in  very  good  order 
for  a  long  time. 

2.  15ut  afterwards  he  found  himself  op- 
pressed with  old  age,  and  not  able  to  do  what 
he  used  to  do,  so  he  committed  the  govern- 
ment and  the  care  of  the  multitude  to  his  sons, 

the  elder  of  whom  was  called  Joel,  and  the 

name  of  the  younger  was  .Abi;ih.  He  also 
Bn;oined  them  to  reside  and  judge  the  people, 
the  one  at  the  city  of  B;;thel,  and  the  ot<*er  at 
bp?rsheba,  and  divided  the  people  into  dis- 
tricts that  should  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
each  of  them.  Now  these  men  afford  us  an 
cndent  example  and  demonstration  how  some 
children  are  not  of  the  like  dispositions  with 
their  parents;  but  sometimes  perhaps  good 
and  moderate,  though  born  of  wicked  parents; 
and  sometimes  showing  themselves  to  be  wick, 
ed,  though  born  of  good  parents;  for  these 
men  turning  aside   from  their  father's    good 


courses,  and  taking  a  course  that  wsa  contrary 
to  them,  perverted  justice  for  the  filthy  lucre 
of  gifts  and  bribes,  and  made  their  determi- 
nations not  according  to  truth,  but  according 
to  bribery,  and  turned  aside  to  luxury,  and  a 
costly  way  of  living;  so  that  as,  in  the  first 
place,  they  practised  what  was  contrary  to  the 
will  of  God,  so  did  they,  in  the  second  place, 
what  was  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  prophet 
their  father,  who  had  taken  a  great  deal  ot 
care,  and  made  a  very  carclul  provision  that 
the  multitude  should  be  righteous.       _  _    _ 

,"?.  But   the    people,    upon    these    injuries 
offered  to  their  former  constitution  and  go- 
vernment bv  the  prophet's  son--,  were  very  un- 
easy  at  thei'r  s»tioi;s,  i  .,'.  came  running  to  the 
prophet  who  then  lived  at  the  city  Ramah, 
and  informed  him  of  the  transgressions  of  his 
sons;  and  said.  That,  as  he  was  himself  old 
already,  and  too  infirm  by  that  nge  of  his  to 
oversee  their  affairs  in  the  manner  he  useil  to 
do,  so  they  begged  of  him,  and  entreated  him, 
fo'appoint  some  person  to  be  king  over  them, 
who  might  rule  over  the  nation,  and  avenge 
tbcm  of  the  Philistines,  who  ought  to  be  punish- 
ed  for  their  former  oppressions.    These  words 
greatly  afflicted  Samuel,  on  account  of  his  in- 
nate love  of  justice,  and  his  hatred  to  kingly 
government,  for  he  was  very  fond  of  an  aris- 
tocracy, as  what  made  tlic  men  that  used  it  of 
a  dirii'ie  and  happy  disposition;  nor  could  he 
cither  think  of  eating  or  sleeping,  out  of  his 
concern  and  torment  of  mind  at  what  they  had 
said,  but  all  the  night  long  did  he  continue 
awake,  and  revolved  these  notions  in  his  mind. 
4.    While  he  was  thus  disposed,  God   ap- 
peared  to  him,  and  comforted  him,  saying. 
That  he  ought  not  to  be  uneasy  at  what  the 
multitude  desired,  because  it  was  not  he,  but 
Himself  whom  they  so  insolently  despised,  and 
would  not  have  to  be  alone  their  king:  that 
they  had  been  contriving  these  things  from 
the   very  day  that  they  came  out  of  Egypt; 
that  however  in  no  long  time  they  would  sorely 
repent  of  what  they  did,  which  repentance  yet 
could  not  undo  what  w;is  thus  done  for  futu-  , 
rity:   that  they  would  be  sufficiently  rebuked 
for  their  contempt,  and  the  ungrateful  con-  , 
duct  they  have  used  towards  me,  and  towards  , 
tiiy  prophetic  office.     "  So  I  command  thee  ^ 
to  ordain  them  such  a  one  as  I  shall  name  be- 
forehand to  be  their  king,  when  thou  hast  first 
described  what  mischiefs  kingly  gorenuucul  , 
will    bring   upon   them,  and  opeidy  testified^ 
before  them  into  what  a  great  change  of  affairs., 
liey  arc  hasting."  i 

5.  Wlu;n  Samuel  had  heard  this,  he  called 
the  Jews  early  in  the  morning,  aiul  confessed 
to  them  that  he  was  to  ordain  them  a  king; 
but  he  said  that  he  was  first  to  describe  to 
them  what  would  follow,  what  treatment  they 
wouhl  receive  from  their  kings,  and  with  how 
many  mischiefs  they  must  struggle.  "For 
know  ye,"  saiil  he,  "that,  in  the  first  place, 
tliey  will  take  yoiu-  sons  away  from  you,  and 
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they  vrill  command  some  of  them  to  be  dri- 1 
vers  of  their  chariots,  and  some  to  be  their  ] 
horsemen,  and  the  guards  ol  their  body,  and 
others  of  them  to  be  runners  before  thtm,  and 
captains  of  thousands,  and  captains  of  hun- 
dreds; they  will  also  make  them  their  artiti- 
ccrs,  makers  of  armour,  and  of  chariots,  and  of 
instruments;  they  will  make  them  their  hus- 
bandmen also  and  the  curators  of  their  own 
fields,  and  the  diggers  of  their  own  vineyards; 
nor  will  there  be  any  thing  which  they  will 
not  do  at  their  commands,  as  if  they  were 
slaves  bought  with  money.  They  will  also 
appoint  your  daughters  to  be  confectioners, 
and  cooks,  and  baker? ;  and  these  will  be  ob- 
liged to  all  sorts  of  work  which  women 
slaves  that  are  in  fear  of  stripes  and  torments 
submit  to.  They  will,  besides  this,  take 
away  your  possessions,  and  bestow  them  upon 
their  eunuchs,  and  the  guards  of  their  bodies, 
and  will  give  the  herds  of  your  cattle  to  their 
own  servants:  and  to  say  briefly  all  at  once, 
you,  and  all  that  is  yours,  will  be  servants  to 
your  king,  and  will  become  no  way  superior 
to  his  slaves;  and  when  you  suffer  thus,  you 
will  thereby  be  put  in  mind  of  what  I  now 
say;  and  when  you  repent  of  what  you  have 
done,  you  will  beseech  God  to  have  mercy 
upon  you,  and  to  grant  you  a  quick  deliver- 
ance firom  your  kings;  but  he  will  not  accept 
your  prayers,  but  will  neglect  you,  and  permit 
ynu  to  suffer  the  punishment  your  evil  con- 
duct has  deserved." 

6.  But  the  multitude  was  still  to  foolish  as 
to  he  deaf  to  these  predictions  of  what  would 
befall  them ;  and  too  peevish  to  suffer  a  de- 
termination which  they  had  injudiciously  once 
made,  to  be  Uken  out  of  their  mind;  for  they 
could  not  be  turned  from  their  purpose,  nor 
did  they  regard  the  words  of  Sainuel,  but  per- 
emptorily insisted  on  their  resolution,  and  de- 
sired him  to  ordain  them  a  king  immediately, 
and  not  to  trouble  himself  with  fears  of  what 
would  happen  hereafter,  for  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary they  should  have  with  them  one  to 
fight  their  battles,  and  to  avenge  them  of  their 
enemies,  and  that  it  was  no  way  absurd,  when 
their  neighbours  were  under  kingly  govern, 
ment,  that  they  should  have  the  same  form  of 
government  also.  So  when  Samuel  saw  that 
what  he  had  said  had  not  diverted  them  from 
their  purpose,  but  that  they  continued  reso- 
lute, he  said,  "  Go  you  every  one  home  for 
the  present:  when  it  is  fit  I  will  send  for 
yuu,  as  soon  as  1  shall  have  learned  from 
God  who  it  is  that  he  wia  give  you  for  your 
king." 


CHAPTER  IV. 

THE  APPOINTMENT  OF  A  KING  OVEK  THE 
ISRALLITES,  WHOSE  NAME  WAS  8A0L;  AND 
THIS  BY  THE  COMMAND  OF  GOD. 

§  1.  There  was  one  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin, 
a  man  of  a  good  family,  and  of  a  virtuous 
disposition:   his  name  was  Kish.     He  had  a 
son,  a  young  man  of  a  comely  countenance, 
and  of  a  tall  body,  but  his  understanding  and 
his  mind  were  preferable  to  what  was  \isible 
in   him:    they  called   him    Saul.     Now  this 
Kish  bad  some  fine  she-asscs  that  were  wan- 
dered out  of  the  pasture  wherein  they  fed,  for 
he  was  more  deUghted  with  these  than  with 
any  other  cattle  he  had,  so  he  sent  out  his 
son,  and  one  servant  with  him,  to  search  for 
the  beasts;  but  when  he  had  gone  over  his 
own  tribe  in  search  after  the  asses,  he  went 
to  other  tribes;  and  when  he  found  them  not 
there  neither,  he  determined  to  go  his  way 
home,  lest  he  should  occasion  any  concern  to 
his  father  about  himself;  but  when  his  ser- 
vant that  followed  him  told  him  as  they  were 
near  the  city  of  Ramah,  that  there  was  a  true 
prophet  in  that  city,  and  advised  him  to  go  to 
him,  for  that  by  him  they  would  know  the 
upshot  of  the  affair  of  their  asses,  he  repUed, 
That  if  they  should  go  to  him,  they  had  no- 
thing to  give  him  as  a  reward  for   his  pro- 
phecy, for  iheir  subsistence-money  was  spent. 
I  The  servant  answered,  that  he  bad  still  the 
fourth  part  of  a  shekel,  and  he  would  present 
him  with  that ;  for  they  were  mistaken  out  of 
ignorance,  as  not  knowing  that  the  prophet 
received  no  such  reward.'     So  they  went  to 
him;  and  when  they  were  before  the  gates, 
they  lit  upon  certain  maidens  that  were  go- 
ing to  fetch   water;    and    they   asked    them 
which  xvas  the  prophet's  house.    They  showed 
them  which  it  was;  and  bid  them  make  haste 
before  he  sat  do\vn  to  supper,   for  be   had 
invited   many  guests  to  a  feast,  and  that  he 
used  to  sit  down  before  those  that  were  in- 
vited.    Now  Samuel  had  then  gathered  many 
together  to  feast  with  him  on  this  very  ac- 
count; for  while  he  every  day  prayed  to  God 
to  tell  him  beforehand  whom  he  would  make 
king,  he  had  informed  him  of  this  man  the 
day  before,  for  that  he  would  send  him  a  cer- 
tain young  man  out  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin 
about  this  hour  of  the  day :  and  he  sat  on  the 
top  of  the  house  in  expectation  of  that  time's  ( 
being  come.      And  when  the  time  was  com- 
pleted, he  came  down  and   went  to  supper; 
so  he  met  with  Saul,  and  God  discovered  to 
him  that  this  was  he  who  should  rule  over 
them.     Then  Saul  went  up  to  Samuel  and 

•  Of  this  great  mistake  of  Saul  and  bis  5f  nant,  as  if 
a  Inie  prophet  oj  God  would  Accept  of  a  gift  or  prrseol 
(■  r  foretellioi;  what  was  desirtd  of  hid  Me  tbc  Dote  on 
b.  n.  ch.  vi.  sect  2  ( 
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Kilutcd  hira,  and  desired  him  to  inform  him 
wliii-h  wa"  tlie  prophet's  house;  for  he  Siiid 
he  was  a  stranger  and  did  not  know  it.    AVhen 
Samuel  had  told  him  that  he  himself  was  the 
pL-rson,  he  led  him  in  to  supper,  and  assured 
him  that  the  asses  were  found  which  he  had  been 
fo  seek,  and  that  the  greatest  of  good  things 
were  assured  to  him:  he  repKed,  "  I  am  too 
inconsiderable  to  hope  for  any  sueh  thing,  ami 
of  a  tribe  too  small  to  have  kings  made  out  of 
it,  and  of  a  family  smaller  than  several  other 
families;  but  thou  tellest  me  this  in  jest,  and 
makest  me  an  object  of  laughter,  when  thou 
discoursest  with  me  of  greater  matters  than 
what  I  stand  in   need  of"      However,  the 
prophet  led  him  in  to  the  feast,  and  made  hnn 
sit  down,  him  and  his  servant  that  followed 
hicn,  above  the  other  guests  that  were  invited, 
which  were  seventy  in  number;'  and  he  gave 
ordets  to  the  servants  to  set  the  royal  portion 
before  Saul.     And  when  the  time  of  going  to 
bed  w.as  come,  the  rest  rose  up,  and  every  one 
of  them  went  home;  but  Saul  staid  with  the 
prophet,  he  and  his  servant,  and  slept  with  him. 
■2.    Now  as  soon  as  it  was  day,  Samuel  raised 
iip'saul  out  of  his  bed,  and  conducted  him 
homeward;  and  when  he  was  out  of  the  city, 
he  desired  him  to  cause  his  servant  to  go  be- 
fore, but  to  stay  behind  himself,  for  that  he 
had  somewhat  to  say  to  him.  when  nobody  else 
was  present.     Accordingly,  Saul  sent   away 
his  servant  that  followed  him;  then  did  the 
prophet  take  a   vessel  of  oil,  and  poured  it 
upon  the  head  of  the  young  man,  and  kissed 
him,  and  said,  "  Be  thou  a  king,  by  the  ordi- 
nation of  God,  against  the  Philistines,  and  for 
avenging  the    Hebrews  for  what    they  have 
sufTercd  bv  them ;  of  this  thou  shall  have  a 
sign,  which  I  would  have  thee  tike  notice  of: 
_^.\s  soon  as  thou  art  departed    hence,  thou 
wilt  find  three  men  upon  the  road,  going  to 
worship  God  at  Bethel;   the  first  of   whom 
<hou  wilt  see  carrying  three  loaves  of  bread, 
the  second  carrying  a  kid  of  the  goats,  and  the 
tliird   will   follow   them  carrying  a  bottle  ot 
wine.      These  three  men  will  salute  thee,  and 
speak  kindly  to  thee,  mid  will  give  thee  two  ot 
tiieir  loaves,  which  thou  shalt  accept  of      .\nd 
thence  thou  shalt  come  to  a  place  called  Rti- 
ihel's  Monument,  where  thou  shalt  meet  with 
those  that  will  tell  thee  thy  asses  are  found ; 
after  this,  when  thou  comest  to  Gabatha,  thou 
shalt  overtake  a  company  of  prophets,  and  thou 
shalt  be  seized  with  the  divine  spirit,t  and 
prophesy  along  with  vaem,  till  every  one  that 

•  It  wrms  to  mc  lint  improliable  lliat  theM  w»enty 
FUPSt.  of  Samui-I,  as  here,  with  himself  »l  the  hra.l  o 
Ihem  were  a  Jewish  s^.nhedrim.and  Ihat  hereby  Samuel 
ioliiuated  10  Saul  that  these  seventy-one  were  to  be  his 
constaot  counsellors,  and  thai  he  was  to  .-ict  not  like 
a  sole  monarch,  but  with  the  a^lvice  and  directum  ot 
these  seventy-one  meinbeis  of  the  Jewish  snnhedriin 
■nion  all  occasions,  which  yet  we  never  read  that  be 
consulted  aUerwird. 

♦  An  instance  of  this  divine  fury  we  have  nfter  this  in 
Saul.  ch«p,  V  sect  2,  a;  1  S^m.  %<  6  See  the  hte, 
Uign  ill.  10,  vi-  *i-  »'•  ».  ''"•  "•'■^  """'  ""■  "■ 
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sees  thee  shall  be  astonished,  and  wonder,  and 
say.  Whence  is  it  that  the  son  of  Kish  has 
arrived  at  this  degree  of  happiness?  And 
vihen  these  signs  have  happened  to  thee,  know 
that  God  is  with  thee ;  then  do  thou  salute  thy 
father  and  thy  kindred.  Thou  shalt  also  eomc 
when  1  send  for  thee  to  Gilgal,  that  we  may 
olfcr  thank-olferings  to  God  for  these  ble.ss. 
ings  "  When  S  imiud  had  said  this,  and  forc- 
t<dd  these  things,  he  sent  the  young  man  away. 
Now  all  things  fell  out  to  Saul  according  to 
the  prophecy  of  Samuel. 

.3.  But  as  soon  as  Saul  came  into  the  house 
of  his  kinsman  .\bner,  whom  indeed  he  loved 
:tetter  th:in  the  rest  of  his  relations,  he  was 
asked  by  him  concerning  his  journey,  and  what 
accidents  happened  to  him  therein;  and  he 
concealed  none  of  the  other  things  from  him, 
no,  not  hi?  coming  to  Samtiid  the  prophet,  nor 
how  he  told  him  the  asses  were  found ;  but  he 
s.aid  nothing  to  him  about  the  kingdom,  and 
wh.it  belonged  thereto,  which  bethought  would 
procure  him  envy,  and  when  such  things  are 
heard,  they  are  not  easily  licliered ;  nor  did  he 
think  it  prudent  to  tell  those  things  to  him, 
although  he  appeared  very  friendly  to  him, 
and  one  whom  he  loved  above  the  rest  of  his 
relations,  considering,  I  suppose,  what  human 
nature  really  is,  that  no  one  is  a  firm  friend, 
neither  among  our  intimates  nor  of  our  kin- 
dred; nor  do  they  preserve  that  kind  disposi- 
tion when  God  advances  men  to  great  pros- 
perity, but  they  are  still  ill-natured  and  en- 
vious at  those  that  are  in  eminent  stations. 

4.   Then  Samuel  called  the  people  together 
to  the  city  Mizpch,  and  spake  to  them  in  the 
words  following,  which  he  said  he  \vas  to  speak 
bv  the  command  of  God:  — That  when  he  had 
granted  them  a  state  of  liberty,  and  brought 
their  enemies  into  subiection.  they  were  he- 
come  unmindful  of  his  benefit^  and  rejected 
God  that   he  should  not  be  tlioir  king,  as  not 
considering  that  it  would  be  most  for  their  ad- 
vantage to  he  preiiided  over  by  the  best  of  be- 
ings, for  God  is  the  best  of  beings,  and  they 
r-ho<e  to  have  a  man  for  their  king,  while  kings 
will  use  their  subjects  as  beasU,  according  to 
the  violence  oftbeir  own  wills  and  inclination*, 
and  other  passions,  as  wholly  carried  away  with 
the  lust  of  power,  but  wnll  not  endeavour  so  to 
preserve  the  race  of  mankind  as  his  own  work- 
in:inship  and  creation,   which,  for   that   very 
reason,  Goil  would  take  care  of     "But  sint-e 
you  have  come  to  a  fixed  resolution,  and  this 
I  injurious  treatment  of  God  has  quite  prevailed 
over  you,  dispose  yourselves  by  your  tribes  and 
sceptres,  and  rast  lots." 

.5.  When  the  Hebrews  had  so  done,  the  lot 
fell  upon  the  tribe  of  Benjamin;  and  when 
the  lot  was  cast  for  the  families  of  this  tribe, 
that  which  was  called  ^fa^^i  was  taken;  and 
when  the  lot  was  cast  for  the  single  persons  of 
that  familv.  Saul,  the  son  of  Kish,  was  taken 
for  their  king.  NVlien  the  young  man  knew 
this,  he  prevented  [their  sending  for  him], 
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and  immediately  went  away  and  hid  himself. 
I  suppose  that  it  was  because  he  would  not 
have  it  thought  that  he  wUlingly  took  the  go- 
vernment upon  him;  nay,  he  showed  such  a 
degree  of  command  over  himself,  and  of  mo- 
desty   that  while  the  greatest  part  are   not 
able"  to  contain  their  joy,  even  in  the  gaining 
of  smaU  advantasres,  but  presently  show  them- 
selves publicly  to  all  men,  this  man  did  not 
only  show  nothing  of  that  nature,  when  he 
was  appointed  to  be  the  lord  of  so  many  and 
so  great  tribes,  but  crept  away  and  concealed 
himself  out  of  the  sight  of  those  he  was  to 
reign  over,  and  made  them  seek  him,  and  that 
with  a  good  deal  of  trouble.     So  when  the 
people  were  at  a  loss,  and  solicitous,  because 
Saul  disappeared,  the  prophet  besought  God 
to  show  where  the  young  man  was,  and  to 
produce  him  before  them.     So  when  they  had 
learned  of  God  the   place   where   Siiul   was 
hidden,   they  sent  men   to  bring  him;    and 
when  he  was  come,  they  set  him  in  the  midst 
of  the  multitude.      Now  he  was  taller  than 
any  of  them,  and  his  stature  was  very  ma- 
jestic . 

6.  Then  said  the  prophet,  "  God  gives  you 
this  man  to  be  your  king:  see  how  be  is 
higher  than  any  of  the  people,  and  worthj  of 
thiii  dominion."  So  as  soon  as  the  people 
had  made  acclamation,  God  save  (he  Kiny,  the 
prophet  wrote  down  what  would  come  to  pass 
in  a  book,  and  read  it  in  the  hearing  of  the 
king,  and  laid  up  the  book  in  the  tabernacle 
of  God,  to  be  a  witness  to  future  generations 
of  what  he  had  foretold.  So  when  Samuel 
bad  finished  this  matter,  be  dismis-sed  the  mul- 
titude, and  came  himself  to  the  city  Ramah, 
for  it  was  his  own  country.  Saul  also  went 
away  to  Gibeah,  where  be  was  born;  and 
many  good  men  there  were  who  paid  him  the 
respect  that  was  due  to  him :  but  the  greater 
part  were  ill  men.  who  despised  him  and  de- 
rided the  others,  who  neither  did  bring  him 
presents,  nor  did  they  in  affection,  or  even  in 
words,  regard  to  please  him. 


CHAPTER  V. 

SADLS  EXPEDITION  AGAINST  THE  NATION  OF 
THE  AMORITES,  AND  VICTORY  OVER  THEM, 
AND  THE  SPOILS   HE  TOOK  FROM  THEM. 


§  1.  After  one  month,  the  war  which  Saul 
had  with  Nahash.  the  king  of  the  Ammonites, 
obtained  him  respect  from  all  the  people;  for 
this  Nabash  had  done  a  great  deal  of  mischief 
to  the  Jews  that  lived  beyond  Jordan  by  the 
expedition  he  bad  made  against  them  with  a 
great  and  warlike  army.  He  also  reduced 
their  cities  into  slavery,  and  that  not  only  by 
tubduing  them  for  the  present,  which  he  did 
by  force  and  violence,  but  by  weakeninfT  them 
by  subtilty  and  cunuiug,  that  they  uiight  not 


be  able  afterward  to  gTt  clenr  of  the  slaver} 
they  were  under  to  him:  for  he  put  out  the 
right    eves*    of  those   that   either   deUveed 
themselves  to  him  upon  terms,  or  were  taken 
by  him  in  war;   and  this  he  did,  that  waen 
their  left  eyes  were  covered  by  their  shields, 
they  might  be  wholly  useless  in  war.     Now 
when  the  king  of  the  Ammonites  had  served 
those  beyond  Jordan  in  this  manner,  he  led 
his  armv  against  those  that  were  called  Gi'tead- 
ites;  and  having  pitched  his  camp  at  the  rr.e 
tropdlis  of  his  enemies,  which  was  the  city  of 
Jabesh,  he  sent  ambassadors  to  them,  com- 
manding them  either  to  deliver  themselves  up 
on  condition  to  hav«  their  right  eyes  plucked 
out,  or  to  undergo  a  siege,  and  to  have  their 
cities  overthrown.  He  gave  them  their  choice. 
Whether  they  would  cut  off  a  small  member 
of  their  body,  or  universally  perish.     How- 
ever, the  Gileadites  were  so  affrighted  at  these 
offers,  that  thev  had  not  courage  to  saj  any 
thing  to  either'  of  them,  neither   that   they 
would  deliver  themselves  up,  nor  that  they 
would  fight  him;    but  they  desired  that  he 
would  give  them  seven  days  respite,  that  they 
might  send  ambassadors  to  their  countrymen, 
and  entreat  their  assistance;  and  if  they  came 
to  assist  them  they  would  fight ;   but  if  that 
assistance    were   impossible    to   be    obtained 
from    the.-n,    they    said   tbey    would    deliver 
themselves  up  to'  suffer  whatever  be  pleased 
to  inflict  upon  them. 

2.  So  Nahash,  contemning  the  multitude  of 
the  Gileadites  and  the  answer  they  gave,  al- 
lowed them  a  respite,  and  gave  them  leave  to 
send  to  whomsoever  they  pleased  for  assist- 
ance. So  they  immediately  sent  to  the  Is- 
raelites, city  by  city,  and  informed  them  what 
Nahash'  bad  threatened  to  do  to  them,  and 
what  great  distress  they  were  in.  Now  the 
people  fell  into  tears  and  grief  at  the  hearing 
of  what  the  ambassadors  from  Jabesh  said  ; 
and  the  terror  they  were  in  permitted  them  to 
do  nothing  more ;  but  when  the  messengers 
were  come  to  the  city  of  king  Saul,  and  de- 
clared the  dangers  in  which  the  inhabitants  of 
Jabesh  were,  the  people  were  in  the  same  af- 
Miction  as  those  in  the  other  cities,  for  they  la- 
mented the  calamity  of  those  related  to  them; 
and  when  Saul  was  returned  fiom  his  hus- 
bandry into  the  city,  he  found  his  fellow-citi- 
zens weeping;  and  when,  upon  inquiry,  be 
had  learned  the  cause  of  the  confusion  ajd 
sadness  they  were  in,  he  was  seized  witb  a 
divine  furv,  and  sent  away  the  aaibassaJars 
from  the  i'r.habitants  of  Jabesh,  and  promijed 
them  to  come  to  their  assistance  on  the  third 
day,  and  to  beat  their  enemies  before  sun-ris- 
ing,  that  the  sun  upon  its  rising  mifrht  see 
that  thev  bad  already  conquered,  and  were 


.  Take  herf  Tli»oJortr»  nnlf.  r\\ti  by  Dr.  Hudaoii: 
_-  tic  ibil  «?»"'«  b"  shieM  '■>  >'i«  iTieriy  »,i.  J<a 
If  It  haDil.  therrlv  hidr'l  hi»  left  r\>:  and  Ixji'  i*  '■^ 
enun,  >ri:h  hi.  riiM  <•)<•.  !«■  il.'-"-iore  thit  plncU  fa 
I'.iat  <:>•  make*  m»:n  UKleM  .n  war.^ 
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JVfcd  from  the  fears  they  were  under;  but  he 
ij-.d  some  of  them  stay  to  conduct  them  the 
right  way  to  Jabesh. 

3.   So  being  desirous  to  turn  the  people  to 
this  war  against  the  Ammonites  by  fear  of  the 
losses  thev  should   otherwise    undergo,   and 
that  they  riiight  the  more  suddenly  be  gathered 
together,  he  cut  the  sinews  of  his  oxen,  and 
threatened  to  do  the  same  to  all  such  as  did 
not  come  with  their  armour  to  Jordan  the  next 
day,  and  follow  him  and  Samuel  the  prophet 
whithersoever  they  should  lead  them.   SiTthey 
came  together,  out  of  fear  of  the  losses  they 
were  threatened  with,  at  the  appointed  time; 
and  the  multitude  were  numbered  at  the  city 
Bezek;    and  he  found  the  number  of  those 
that  were  gathered  together,  besides  that  of 
the  tribe  of  Judab,  to  be  seven  hundred  thou- 
sand, while  those  of  that  tribe  were  seventy 
thousand.     So  he  passed  over  Jordan  and  pro- 
ceeded in  marching  all  that  night,  thirty  fur- 
longs, and  came  to  Jabesh  before  sun-rising. 
So  he  divided  the  army  into  three  companies; 
and  fell  upon  their  enemies  on  every  side  on 
the  sudden,  and  when  they  expected  no  such 
thing;  and  joining  battle  with  them,  they  slew 
a  great  many  of  the  Ammonites,  as  also  their 
king  Nahash.     This  glorious  action  was  done 
by  Saul,  and  was  related  with  great  commen- 
dation of  him  to  all  the  Hebrews:    and  he 
thence  gained  a  wonderful  reputation  for  his 
valour;  for  although  there  were  some  of  them 
that  contemned  him  before,  they  now  changed 
their  minds,  and  honoured  him,  and  esteemed 
him  as  the  best  of  men  :   for  be  did  not  con- 
tent himself  with  having  saved  the  ii\habitants 
of  Jabesh  only,  but  he  made  an  expedition 
into  the  country  of  the  Ammonites,  and  laid  it 
all  waste,  and  took  a  large  prey,  and  so  re- 
turned to  his  own  country  most  gloriously  ■. 
so  the  people  were  greatly  pleased  at  these  ex- 
cellent performances  of  Saul,  and  rejoiced  that 
they  had  constituted  him  their  king.     They 
also  made  a  clamour  against  those  that  pre- 
tended he  would  be  of  no  advantage  to  their 
alfairs;  and  they  said,  'Where  now  are  these 

men? let  them  be  brought  to  punishment. 

with  all  the  like  things  that  multitudes  usually 
say  when  they  are  elevated  with  prosperity 
against  those  that  lately  had  despised  the  au- 
thors of  it ;  but  Saul,  although  he  took  tlie 
good-will  and  the  affection  of  these  men  very 
kindly,  yet  did  he  swear  that  he  wnuld  not 
soe  any  of  his  countrymen  slain  that  day, 
since  it  was  absurd  to  mix  this  victory,  which 
Old  had  given  them,  with  the  blood  and 
sla  ighter  of  those  that  were  of  the  same  lineage 
ivi'h  themselves;  and  that  it  was  more  agree- 
able to  be  men  of  a  friendly  disposition,  and 
so  to  betake  themselves  to  feasting. 

4.  And  when  Samuel  li.id  told  them  that 
he  O'Jght  to  i-onfirm  the  kiiigilom  to  Saul  by 
»  ■x-ar.d  nidination  of  him.  they  all  rarne  to- 
geliicr  to  the  city  of  Gilgal,  for  ll.itlicr  did 
he  ccmmand  thein  to  come.     So  the  prophet 


anointed  Saul  with  the  holy  oil  in  the  sight  of 
the  multitude,  and  declared  him  to  be  king 
the  second  time;  and  so  the  government  of 
the  Hebrews  was  changed  into  a  regal  govern- 
ment ;  for  in  the  days  of  Moses  and  his  dJH- 
ciple  Joshua,  who  was  their  general,  they 
continued  under  an  aristocracy;  but  after  the 
death  of  Joshua,  for  eighteen  years  in  all,  the 
multitude  had  no  settled  form  of  government, 
but  were  in  an  anarchy;  after  which  they  re- 
turned to  their  former  government,  they  then 
permitting  themselves  to  be  judged  by  him 
who  appeared  to  be  the  best  warrior  and  most 
courageous,  whence  it  was  that  they  called 
this  interval  of  their  government  the  Judges. 
5.  Then  did  Samuel  the  prophet  call  ano- 
ther assembly  also,  and  said  to  them,  "  I  so- 
lemnly adjure  you  by  God  Almighty,  who 
brought  those  excellent  brethren,  I  mean  Mo- 
ses and  Aaron,  into  the  world,  and  delivered 
our  fathers  from  the  Egyptians,  and  from  the 
slavery  they  endured  under  them,  that  you 
will  not  speak  what  you  say  to  gratify  me, 
nor  suppress  any  thing  out  of  fear  of  me,  nor 
be  overborne  by  any  other  passion,  but  say. 
What  have  I  ever  done  that  was  cruel  or  un- 
just? or  what  have  1  done  out  of  lucre  or 
covetousness,  or  to  gratify  others?  Bear  wit- 
ness against  me,  if  I  have  taken  an  ox  or  a 
sheep,  or  any  such  thing,  which  yet  when  they 
are  taken  to  support  men,  it  is  esteemed  blame- 
less; or  have  I  taken  an  ass  for  mine  own  use 
of  any  one  to  his  grief?  — lay  some  one  such 
crime  to  my  charge,  now  we  are  in  your 
king's  presence."  Hut  they  cried  out,  that 
no  such  thing  had  been  done  by  him,  but 
that  he  had  presided  over  the  nation  after  a 
holy  and  righteous  manner. 

G.  Hereupon  Samuel,  when  such  a  testi- 
mony had  been  given  him  by  them  all,  said, 
"  Since  you  grant  that  you  are  not  able  to  lay 
any  ill  thing  to  my  charge  hitherto,  come  on 
now,  and  do  you  hearken  while  1  speak  with 
great  freedom  to  you.  You  have  been  guilty 
of  great  impiety  against  God,  in  asking  you 
a  king.  It  behoves  you  to  remember,  that 
our  grandfather  Jacob  came  down  into  Egypt, 
by  reason  of  a  famine,  with  seventy  souls  only 
oi"  our  family,  and  that  their  posterity  multi- 
plied there  to  many  ten  thousands,  whom  the 
Egyptians  brought'into  slavery  and  hard  op- 
pression; that  God  himself,  upon  the  prayers 
of  our  fathers,  sent  .Moses  and  Aaron,  who 
were  brethren,  and  gave  them  power  to  de- 
liver the  multitude  out  of  their  distress,  and 
this  without  a  king.  These  brought  us  into 
this  verv  land  which  you  now  possess ;  and 
when  you  enjoyed  these  advantages  from  God, 
you  betrayed  his  worship  and  religion ;  ray, 
moreover,  when  you  were  brought  under  the 
hands  of  your  enemies,  he  delivered  you,  first 
by  rendering  vou  superior  to  the  Assyrians 
and  their  forces,  he  then  made  you  to  over- 
come the  Ammonites  and  the  Moabites,  and 
last  of  all  the  Philistines ;  and  these  things 
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have  been  achieved  nnder  the  conduct  of 
Jepbtba  and  Gideon.  What  raadness  there- 
fore possessed  you  to  fly  from  God,  and  to 
desire  to  be  under  a  king' — yet  have  I  or- 
dained him  for  king  whom  be  chose  for  you. 
However,  that  I  may  make  it  plain  to  you 
that  God  is  antrry  and  displeased  at  your 
choice  of  kingly  government,  I  will  so  dispose 
him  that  he  sball  declare  this  very  plainly  to 
you  by  strange  signals;  for  what  none  of  you 
ever  saw  here  before,  I  mean  a  winter  storm 
in  the  midst  of  harvest,*  I  will  entreat  of  God, 
and  will  make  it  visible  to  you."  Now,  as 
soon  as  he  had  said  this,  God  gave  such  great 
signals  by  thunder  and  lightning,  and  the 
descent  of  hail,  as  attested  the  truth  of  all 
that  the  prophet  had  said,  insomuch  that  they 
were  amazed  and  terrified,  and  confessed  they 
bad  sinned,  and  had  fallen  into  that  sin  through 
ignorance ;  and  besought  the  prophet,  as  one 
that  was  a  tender  and  gentle  father  to  them, 
to  render  God  so  merciful  as  to  forgive  this 
their  sin,  which  they  had  added  to  those  other 
offences  whereby  they  had  affronted  him  and 
transgressed  against  him.  So  he  promised 
them  that  he  would  beseech  God,  and  per- 
suade him  to  forgive  them  these  theirsins.  How- 
ever, he  advised  them  to  be  righteous,  and  to 
be  good,  and  ever  to  remember  the  miseries 
that  had  befallen  them  on  account  of  their 
departure  from  virtue:  as  also  to  remember 
the  strange  signs  God  had  shown  them,  and 
the  body  of  laws  that  Moses  had  given  them, 
if  they  had  any  desire  of  being  preserved  and 
made  happy  with  their  king:  but  he  said,  that 
if  they  should  grow  careless  of  these  things, 
great  judgments  would  come  from  God  upon 
them,  and  upon  their  king:  and  when  Sam- 
uel had  thus  prophesied  to  the  Hebrews,  he 
dismissed  them  to  their  own  homes,  having 
confirmed  the  kingdom  to  Saul  the  second 
time. 

CHAPTER  VI. 

HOW  THE  PHILISTINES  MADE  ANOTHER  EX- 
PEDITION AGAINST  THE  HEBREWS,  AND 
WERE  BEATEN. 

§  \.  Now  Saul  chose  out  of  the  multitude 
about  three  thousand  men,  and  he  took  two 
thousand  of  them  to  be  the  guards  of  his  own 
body,  and  abode  in  the  city  Bethel,  but  he 
gave  the  rest  of  them  to  Jonathan  his  son,  to 
be  the  guards  of  his  uody;  and  sent  him  to 
Gibeah,  where  he  besieired  and  took  a  certain 
garrison  of  the  Philistines,  not  far  from  Gil- 
gal;  for  the  Philistines  of  Gibeah  had  beaten 
the  Jews,  and  taken  their  weapons  away,  and 
had  put  garrisons  into  the  strongest  places  of 

•  Mr.  Retand  observes  here,  and  proves  pisfwhere  in 
his  note  ou  Antiq  b.  Hi.  ch.  i.  seer.  6,  that  althoui:h 
thnnrliT  and  Iightoioe  with  us  usually  buppen  in  sum- 
mer. )et  in  Palestiue  and  Syria  Ihey  are  cliit- fly  confined 
to  winter.  Juvpbua  takes  Dotice  of  the  same  thing 
Cifun,  War,  b.  iv.  cli.  ir.  «cr,L  5. 


the  country,  and  had  forbidden  them  to  carry 
any  instrument  ot  iron,  or  at  all  to  make  use 
of  afjy  iron  in  any  case  whatsoever;  and  on 
account  of  this  prohibition  it  was  that  the  hus- 
bandmen, if  they  had  occasion  to  sharpen  any 
of  their  tools,  whether  it  were  the  coulter  or 
the  spade,  or  any  instrument  of  husbandry, 
they  came  to  the  Philistines  to  do  it.  Now 
as  soon  as  the  Philistines  heard  of  this  slaugh- 
ter of  their  garrison,  they  were  in  a  rage  about 
it,  and,  looking  on  this  contempt  as  a  terrible 
affrdht  offered  them,  they  made  war  against 
the  Jews,  with  three  hundred  thousand  foot- 
men, and  thirty  thousand  chariots,  and  six 
thousand  horses;  and  they  pitched  their  carrp 
at  the  city  Michmash.  When  Saul,  tha  king 
of  the  Hebrews,  was  infoinicd  of  iLia^  he  went 
down  to  the  city  Gilgal,  and  made  proclama- 
tion over  all  the  country,  that  they  should  try 
to  regain  their  liberty ;  and  called  them  to 
the  war  against  the  Philistines,  diminishing 
their  forces,  and  despising  them  as  not  very 
considerable,  and  as  not  so  great  but  they 
might  hazard  a  battle  with  them.  But  when 
the  people  about  Saul  observed  how  numerous 
the  Philistines  were,  they  were  under  a  great 
consternation;  and  some  of  them  hid  them- 
selves in  caves,  and  in  dens  under  ground; 
but  the  greater  part  fied  into  the  land  beyond 
Jordan,  which  belonged  to  Gad  and  Reuben. 
2.  But  Saul  sent  to  the  prophet,  and  called 
him  to  consult  with  him  about  the  war  and 
the  public  affairs;  so  he  commanded  him  to 
stay  there  for  him,  and  to  prepare  sacrifices, 
for  he  would  come  to  him  within  seven  days, 
that  they  might  offer  sacrifices  on  the  seventh 
day,  and  might  then  join  battle  with  their 
enemies.     So  he  waited,t  as  the  prophet  sent 

+  Saul  seems  to  hate  staid  till  near  the  time  of  the 
evening  Bacrifice.  on  the  st-veolh  day,  which  Samnel  the 
prophet  of  God  had  appointed  him,  but  not  till  tbe  end 
or  that  day,  as  be  ouehl  to  have  dune;  and  iSamiiel  ap- 
pears, by  delaying  to  come  till  the  full  time  of  the  even- 
ui?  sacrifice  on  ttiat  seventh  day.  to  have  tried  hira  {who 
seems  to  have  been  already  for  §omt  lime  det-linine 
from  his  strict  and  bounden  subordinalton  to  (iod  and 
his  prophet;  to  have  taken  life-guards  for  himself  and 
his  son.  which  wa^  entirely  a  oew  thing  in  Israel,  and 
savoured  of  a  distrust  of  God's  providence;  and  tn  have 
affected  more  than  he  ought,  thai  indtpfmlrnt  autho- 
rity which  the  pai^an  kinits  took  to  themselves);  Sa- 
muel. I  say.  seems  to  have  here  tried  Saul,  whether  he 
would  stay  till  the  priest  came,  who  alone  could  law- 
full>  ofler  the  sacrifices,  nor  would  boldly  and  profanely 
usurp  the  priest's  otlice.  which  he  Tenluring  upnu.  was 
justly  rejected  for  his  profanencss.  See  Apost  Conslit. 
b  ii,  cb.  xsvii.  And,  indeed;  since  Saul  hitd  acceptetl 
kingly  power,  which  naturally  becomes  uni;overnahle 
and  tyranniral.  as  God  foretold,  and  the  experience  of 
all  ages  has  shown,  the  divine  settlement  by  Moses  bad 
soon  been  laid  aside  under  the  I^iugs,  had  not  God,  by 
keeping  strictly  10  bis  laws,  and  severely  executing  ihe 
threatenings  therein  contained,  restrained  Saul  and  other 
kings  in  some  defiree  of  obedience  to  himsell;  nor  was 
evt-n  this  severity  sufTicienI  to  restrain  most  of  the  future 
kind's  I'f  Israel  and  Judah  from  the  LTossest  idolaliy  and 
iiupiety.  '  >l  the  advantage  ol  which  strictness,  tn  the  ob- 
serving divine  Iaw5.  and  inflicting  their  threatened  pensU 
titfS.  see  Antiq  h.  \i.  ch.  xii.  sect.  7;  and  Against  Apinn, 
b-  ii.  sect.  30.  where  Josephus  speaks  of  that  matter; 
though  it  must  be  noted  that  it  seems,  at  least  iu  three 
insiinc4-s,  tlial  good  men  di<l  not  aiways  immediately  ap> 
piOie  of  such  divine  severity.  There  seems  to  be  oixt 
instance.  1  Sam.  vi.  19,  iO;  another,  1  !sam.  XT.  11;  lUUl 
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to  liim  to  do ;  yet  did  not  he,  however,  observe 
the  rominHiul  that  was  given  hi.n,  but   whe.i 
he  saw  Ibat  the  prophet  tarneJ  longer  than  he 
expected,  an.l  that  he  was  deserted  by  the  sol- 
diers, he  took  the  sacrilices  and  offered  them ; 
and  when  he  heard  that  Samuel  was  come,  he 
went  out  to  meet  him.     But  the  prophet  said 
he  had  not  done  well  in  disobeying  the  injunc- 
tions he  had  sent  to  him,  and  had  not  staid 
till  his  coming,  which  bc-ing  appointed  accord- 
ing to  the  %vill  of  God,  he  had  prevented-  Inm 
m  offering  up  those  prayers  and  those  sacrih- 
ccs  that  he  should  have  made  for  the  multi- 
tude, and  that  he   therefore   had    pcrtormed 
divine  offices  in  an  ill  manner,  and  had  been 
ru=,h   in   performing    them.       Hereupon    Saul 
made  an  apology  for  himself,  and  Siu/i  ">^t  h*  | 
had  waited  as  many  days  as  Samuel  had  ap-  , 
pointed   him;  that  he  had  been   so  quick  m 
offering  his  sacrifices,  upon  account  ot  the  ne- 
cessitv  he  was  in,  and  because  his  soldiers  were 
departing  from  liiin,  out  of  their  tear  ot  the 
enemy's  camp  at  Michmash,  the  report  being 
gone  abroad  that  they  were  coming  down  up- 
on him  to  Gilgal.      To  which  Samuel  rephed, 
'•  Nay,  certainly,  if  thou  hadst  been  a  righ- 
teous man,"  and  hadst  not  disobeyed  me,  nor 
5li.'lite<l  the  commands  which  God  suggested 
to^ine  concerning  the  present  state  of  affairs, 
and  hadst  not  acteil  more  hastily  than  the  pre- 
sent circumstances  re(|uired,  thou  wouldst  have 
been  permitted  to  reign  a  long  time,  and  tliy 
posterity   after   thee."      So    Samuel,    being 
grieved  at  what  happened,  returned  home;  but 
Saul  came  to  the  city  Gibeah,  with  his  son 
Jonathan,  having  only  six  hundred  men  with 
him;  and  of  these  the  greater   part  had  no 
weapons,  because  of  the  scarcity   of  iron  m 
that  country,  as  well  as  of  those  that  could 
make  such  weapons:  for  as  we  showed  a  little 
before,  the  Philistines  had  not  siiliered  them 
to  have  such  iron  or  such  workmen.      Now 
the  Philistines  divided  their  army  into  three 
companies,  and  took  as  many  roads,  and  laid 
waste  the  country  of  the  Hebrews,  whi.e  king 
Saul  and  his  son  Jonathan  saw  what  was  done, 
but  were  not  able  to  defend  the  land,  having 

a  thint.  2  S.im.  v\.  R.  9.  Antiq.  b.  vi.  chap.  »ii.  «i-t.  2| 
Ihoiicl.  they  all  at  last  acquiesced  in  the  divine  conduct, 
as  tuo«rmiitliatGodi»»l«rtliao  men.  , 

•   Uv  thi.  answer  ..f  Samuel,   and  that  from  a  divine 
commission,  which  is  fuller  in  1  Sam.  xi.i.  M.;  and  by 

Lu*  Ju.ted,  concerning  the  «reat  ,v,ct.ed,ies.  of  Saul  n 
ventni-ioi;,  even  under  a  seeminj  necessily  of  aff..^rs,  to 
o"p  he  priest's  ofnre.  and  offer  sacnfice  w.lhmil  the 
pneX  we  are  in  some  degree  able  lo  answer  that  qiies- 
lioQ  wl.icli  1  have  ever  thought  a  very  hard  one,  vz. 
\VU.lher.if  there  were  a  cty  ..r  '•""""■y  "Vj!;^!^';";: 
tians  without  auy  clergyman,  .1  were  lawfu  for  the  la  t, 
alone  lo  baptfie.  t.,  celebrate  the  «""=  "''  ^  ^c  ..  o- 
deed  whether  they  alone  cMild  .uxiarn  ihfiiiseHes  e.llicr 
biThoos  oriests.  or  deacons,  for  tile  due  perlormanr^  of 
^"chsa'cerrtai administrations,  or  whether  they  ou,hl 
not  rather,  Ull  tl«y  procure  clergymen  to  erne  ..u.on.< 
°hem  to  eonfine  themselves  within  those  bounds  of 
Si"  and  Christianity  which  b-lon.  aloue  o  the  la  y^ 
Jlich  parlirularl,  as  are  recommended  lo  the  hr-t  b„ok 
of  -he  Apostolical  C.ostitutions.  wliic!,  p.culiarl,  c-^n- 
„rn  the  laity,  and  are  iulimaled  n  Clemeo  's  undoubted 
^irtle  «l.  40.    To  which  latter  opinion  1  iBcUue. 
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no  more  than  six  hundred  men  with  thein; 
but  as  he,  and  his  son,  and  Ahiah  the  liigh- 
priest,  who  was  of  the  posterity  of  Eh  the 
high-priest,  were  sitting  upon  a  pretty  high 
hill,  and  seeing  the  land  laid  wa.ste,  they  wer 
mightily    disturbed   at    it.      Now    J^aul  s   son 
agreed  with  his  armour-bearer,  that  they  would 
go  privately  to  the  enemy's  camp,  and  make 
a  tumult  and  a  disturbance  among  them;  and 
when  the  armour-bearer  had  readily  promised 
to  follow  him  whithersoever  he  should  lead 
hini.  though  he  should  be  obUged  to  die  in 
the  attempt,  Jonathan  made  use  of  the  young 
man's  assistance,  and  descended  Irom  the  hdl, 
and  went  to  their  enemies.    Now  the  eneiny  8 
camp  was  upon  a  precipice  which  had  three 
tops,  that  ended  in  a  small  but  sharp  and  long 
extremity,  while  there  was  a  rock  that  sur- 
rounded  them,  like  lines  made  to  prevent  the 
attacks  of  an  enemy.      There  it  so  happened, 
that  the  out-guards  of  the  camp  were  neglect- 
ed, because  of  the  security  that  here  arose 
from  the  situation  of  the  place,  and  because 
they  thought    it    altogether    impossible,   not 
only  to  ascend  up  to  the  camp  on  that  quarter, 
but  so  much  as  to  come  near  it.     As  soon, 
therefore,  as  they  came  to  the  camp,  Jonathan 
eiicouraceil   his    armour-bearer,    and    said    to 
him     ••  Let  us    atUck  our  enemies;    and  it, 
when  they  see   us,  they  bid  us  come  up  to 
them,  t^ikc  that  for  a  signal  of  victory;  but  if 
they  say  nothing,  as  not  intending  to  invite 
us  to  come  up,  let  us  return  back  again.       So 
when  they  were  approaching  to  the  enemy  a 
camp,  just  after  break  of  day,  and  the  Phihs- 
tines  saw   them,   they   said   one   to  another 
"  The  Hebrews  come  out  of  their  dens  ami 
caves;"  and  they  said  to  Jonathan  and  to  hi8 
armour-bearer,  "  Come  on,  ascend  up  to  us, 
that  we  may  inflict  a  just  pmushment  upon 
you    for  your  rash    attempt    upon    us.        bo 
Satil-s  son  accepted  of  that  invitation,  as  what 
signified  to  him  victory,  and  he  immediately 
came  out  of  the  place  whence  they  were  seen 
by   their  enemies:    so  he  changed  his  place, 
and  came  to  the  rock  which  had  none  to  guard 
it,  because  of  its  o\yn  strength;  from  thence 
thev  crept  up  with  great  labour  and  difficulty, 
and  so   tar  overcame  by  force  the  nature  of 
the  nhtce  till  they  %yere  able  to  fight  with  their 
enemies.     So  they  fell  upon  them  as  they  were 
asleep,  and  slew  about  twenty  of  them,  and 
thereby  filled  them  with  disorder  and  surprise. 
insomuch  that  some  of  them  threw  away  tlieir 
entire  armour  and  tied;  but  the  greatest  part, 
not  knowing  one  another,  because  they  were 
of  different  nations,  suspected  one  another  to 
be  enemies  (for  they  did  not  imagine  ther« 
were  onlv  two  of  the  Hebrews  that  came  ur\ 
and  so  they  fought  one  agiiinst  another;  and 
some  of  them  died  in  the  battle,  and  some,  as 
thev  were  Hying  away,   were    thro^m  down 
fro.u  the  rock  headlong.  , ,    ,     ,  .       ... 

3     Now  Sauls  watchmen  told  the  king  that 
the  camp  of  the  PhiUstines  was  in  confusion; 
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then  he  Inquired  whether  any  body  «as  gone 
Bway  from  the  army ;  and  when  he  heard  that 
his  son,  and  with  him  his  armour-bearer,  were 
absent,  he  bade  the  high-priest  take  the  gar- 
ments of  his  high-priesthood,  and  prophesy  to 
him  what  success  they  should  have;  who  said 
that  they  should  get  the  victory,  and  prevail 
•gainst  their  enemies.  So  he  went  out  after 
the  Philistines,  and  set  upon  them  as  they 
were  slaying  one  another.  Those  also  who 
had  ded  to  dens  and  caves,  upon  hearing  that 
Saul  was  gaining  a  victory,  came  running  to 
him.  When,  therefore,  the  number  of  the 
Hebrews   that   came   to    Saul    amounted  to 


stone  should  be  rolled  into  the  midst  of  them, 
and  he  made  proclamation  that  they  should  kiU 
their  sacrifices  upon  it,  and  not  feed  upon  the 
flesh  with  the  blood,  for  that  was  not  accepta- 
ble to  God.  And  when  all  the  people  did  as  the 
king  commanded  them,  Saul  erected  an  altar 
there,  and  offered  burnt-offerings  upon  it  to 
God-t  This  was  the  first  altar  that  Saul  built. 
5.  So  when  Saul  was  desirous  of  leading 
his  men  to  the  enemy's  camp  before  it  waa 
day,  in  order  to  plunder  it,  and  when  the  sol- 
diers were  not  unwilling  to  follow  him,  but 
indeed  showed  great  readiness  to  do  as  he 
commanded  them,  the  king  called  Ahitub  the 


about  ten  thousand,  he  pursued  the  enemy,  j  high-priest,  and  enjoined  him  to  know  of  God 
who  were  scattered  all  over  the  country;  but  whether  he  would  grant  them  the  favour  and 
then  he  fell  into  an  action,  which  was  a  very  |  permission  to  go  against  the  enemy's  camp,  in 
unhappy   one,   and  liable  to   be   very  much  I  order  to  destroy  those  that  were  in  it ;  and 


blamed;  for,  whether  out  of  ignorance,  or 
whether  out  of  joy  for  a  rictory  gained  so 
strangely  ffor  it  frequently  happens  that  per- 
sons io  fortunate  are  not  then  able  to  use  their 
eason  consistently),  as  he  was  desirous  to 
avenge  himself,  and  to  exact  a  due  punish- 
ment of  the  Philistines,  he  denounced  a  curse"  i 
upon  the  Hebrews:  That  if  any  one  put  a 
stop  to  his  slaughter  of  the  enemy,  and  fell 
on  eating,  and  left  off  the  slaughter  or  the 
pursuit  before  the  night  came  on,  and  obliged 
them  so  to  do,  he  should  be  accursed.  Now 
after  Saul  had  denounced  this  curse,  since  they 
were  now  in  a  wood  belonging  to  the  tribe  of 
Ephraim,  which  «-a5  thick  and  full  of  bees, 
Saul's  son,  who  di  not  hear  his  father  de- 
nounce that  curse,  nor  hear  of  the  approbation 
the  multitude  gave  to  it,  broke  off  a  piece  of 
a  honey-corab,  and  ate  part  of  it.  But,  in  the 
mean  time,  he  was  informed  H-ith  what  a  curse 
his  father  had  forbidden  them  to  taste  any 
thing  before  sun-setting:  so  he  left  off  eating, 
and  said  his  father  had  not  done  well  in  this 
prohibition,  because,  had  they  taken  some  food, 
they  had    pursued   the  enemy    «ith 


vigour  and  alacrity,  and  had  both  taken  and 
slain  many  more  of  their  enemies. 

4.  When,  therefore,  they  had  slain  many 
ten  thousands  of  the  Philistines,  they  fell 
upon  spoiline  the  camp  of  the  PhiUstines,  but 
not  till  late  in  the  evening.  They  also  took 
a  great  deal  of  prey  atid  cattle,  and  killed 
them,  and  ate  them  with  their  blood.  This 
>vas  told  to  the  king  by  the  scribes,  that  the 
multitude  were  sinning  against  God  as  they 
sacrificed,  and  were  eating  before  the  blood 
was  well  washed  a«-ay,  and  the  flesh  was  made 
clean.     Then  did  Saul  give  order  that  a  great 

•  This  nsh  Toworcoref  of  Saul,  which  Jostphos  sap 
was  confinntd  by  the  peoplf.  and  )<-l  oo:  eiwulea,  I 
•nppost  priocipall;  because  Jonalban  did  not  know  o( 
It,  is  ven-  rtmirtablf ;  it  Wing  ol  the  essence  of  the 
obliriuon  of  all  laws,  Ibat  ihey  be  si.fficientlv  tnown 
aoA  promulRated.  ctlieroise  lUe  cooduci  of  Protidenre. 
as  to  the  saeredness  of  snlemo  oatUs  and  rows,  in  God  i 
refnlici!  to  answer  bv  trim  till  Ihis  breach  of  Saul  J 
VOW  or  rorse  «as  understood  and  «el  '.^^br.  and  G<<i 
propitiated  bj  publ.c  ^rajer.  is  here  Tety  remartab.e, 
bindxd  It  u  every  wlitte  else  io  the  Old  Tetlaoiert 


when  the  priest  said  that  God  did  not  give 
any  answer,  Saul  replied,  "  And  not  without 
some  cause  does  God  reftise  to  answer  what 
we  inquire  of  him,  while  yet  a  httle  while  ago 
he  declared  to  us  all  that  we  desired  before, 
hand,  and  even  prevented  us  in  his  answer. 
To  be  sure,  there  is  some  sin  against  him  that 
is  concealed  from  us,  which  is  the  occasion  ol 
his  silence.  Now  I  swear  by  him  himselfi 
that  though  he  that  hath  committed  this  sia 
should  prove  to  be  my  omi  son  Jonathan,  I 
«-ill  slay  him,  and  by  that  means  wiU  appesse 
the  anger  of  God  against  us,  and  that  in  the 
very  same  manner  as  if  I  were  to  pimish  a 
stranger,  and  one  not  at  all  related  to  me,  for 
the  same  offence."  So  when  the  multitude 
cried  out  to  him  so  to  do,  he  presently  set  all 
the  rest  on  one  side,  and  he  a.  d  his  son  stood 
on  the  other  side,  and  he  sought  to  discover 
the  offender  by  lot.  Now  the  lot  appeared  to 
fall  upon  Jonathan  himself.  So  when  he  was 
asked  by  his  father  what  sin  he  had  been  guilty 
of,  and  what  he  was  conscious  of  in  the  course 
of  his  life  that  might  be  esteemed  instances  of 
greater  ;  guilt    or    profaneness,  his   answer   >%-as   this 


O  father,  1  have  done  nothing  more  than 
that  yesterday,  H-ithout  kjiowing  of  the  curse 
and  oath  thou  hadst  denounced,  while  I  was 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  I  tasted  of  a  honey- 
comb." But  Saul  sware  that  he  would  slay 
him,  and  prefer  the  observation  of  his  oath 
before  all  the  ties  of  birth  and  of  nature;  and 
Jonathan  was  not  dismayed  at  this  threatening 
of  death,  but,  offering  himself  to  it  generously, 
and  undatmtedly,  he  said,  "  Nor  do  I  desire 
vou,  father,  to  spare  me :  death  will  be  to 
me  very  acceptable,  when  it  proceeds  from  thy 
piety,  and  after  a  glorious  >'ictory;  for  it  is  the 
greatest  consolation  to  me  that  I  leave  the 
Hebrews  rictorious  over  the  Philistines." — 
Hereupon  all  the  people  were  very  sorry,  and 

+  Here  we  have  still  more  indications  of  Saul's  affee 
utioo  of  despotic  power,  and  of  his  entrenchinj  upon 
the  priesthood,  and  roakio;  and  endeaToarin;  to  exe- 
cote  a  rash  vow  or  corse,  wirhoot  consni'ing  Samoel  oi 
the  sanhedrim.  In  this  view  it  is  also  thai  1  look  opo« 
This  erection  of  a  new  altar  bv  "^aol.  and  h-s  oflirmK  ol 
hiiml-offerints  himself  upon  it,  and  not  as  auv  p-oper  in. 
sujce  rf  devotioo  or  reltgiou,  wttl  ot*ier  roinm«nfalOT» 
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2  So  Saul  promised  to  do  what  he  wa» 
commanded;  and  supposinj;  that  his  obedience 
to  God  would  be  shown,  not  only  m  mnkiiif; 
war  against  the  Amalekites,  but  more  tully  m 
the  readiness  and  quickness  of  his  proceedings, 
he  made  no  delay,  but  immediately  gathered 
together  all  his  forces;  and  when  he  had  num- 
bered them  in  Gil^-al,  he  found  them  to  be 
about  four  hundred  thousand  of  the  Israelites, 
besides  the  tribe  of  Judah,  for  that  tribe  con- 
tained  by  itself  thirty  thousand.  Accordingly 
Saul  made  an  irruption  into  the  country  of  the 
Amalekites,  and  set  many  men  in  several 
parties  in  ambush  at  the  river,  that  so  he  might 
not  only  do  them  a  mischief,  by  open  fighting, 
1  but  might  fall  upon  them  unexpectedly  in  the 

•,..•..,    u-     A       V,  ..       He    h-,(l  1  ways,  and  might  thereby  compass  them  rouna 

Merab  and  Michal    his  daughters.      He    hart  ,  »•  X  .  S  ^_^^  ^^^^_,  ^^  ^^^  joined 

also  Ahnor.  his  uncle's  son.  for  'he  captam  of  -bout  -^^^  „„,,  pur- 

hi,  host :  that  uncle's  name  was  Ner.      No»  j  '^"'f  ^      „ '.j   ,,e  Jestrovcd  them  all. 

Ner.  and   Kish  the  father  of  Saul,  were  h™"    ^^^^^^^^  »^ 
thers.   Saul  had  also  a  great  many  chariots  and    And     h      ,  ^^  ^^^  ^^^ 


CHAP.  Vll. 

ereatly  afflicted  for  Jonathan;  and  they  sware 
toat  they  would  not  overlook  Jo-ithan,  and 
,ea  him  die,  who  was  the  author  of  their  vie- 
torv.  By  which  means  they  snatched  him  out 
of 'the  danger  he  was  in  from  his  fathers 
curse,  while  they  made  their  prayers  to  God 
also  for  the  young  man,  that  be  would  remit 
his  sin.  . 

f(  So  Saul,  having  slain  about  sixty  thou- 
sai  d  of  the  enemy,  returned  home  to  his  osvn 
city  and  reigned  happily:  and  he  also  fought 
against  the  neighbouring  nations,  and  subdued 
the  Ammonites,  and  Moabites,  and  Philistines, 
and  Edomites,  and  Amalekites,  as  also  the 
king  of  Zobah.  He  had  three  male  children 
Jonathan,  and  Isui,  and  Melchishua :  with 
Merab  and  Michal    his  daughters.      He    hart 


horsemen,  and  against  whomsoever  he  made 
war  he  returned  conqueror,  and  advanced  the 
alTairs  of  the  Hebrews  to  a  great  degree  of 
success  and  prosperity,  and  made  them  siipe- 
rior  to  other  iwtions  ;  and  he  made  such  ot 
the  young  men  as  were  remarkable  for  tall- 
uess  and  comeliness  the  guards  of  his  body. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


AND 


sadl's    war   with  the  amalekites, 
CONQUEST  or  them. 

§  1.  Now  Samuel  came  unto  Saul,  and  said 
to  him.  that  he  was  sent  by  God  to  put  him  m 
mind  that  God  had  preferred  him  before  all 
others,  and  ordained  him  king;  that  he  there- 
fore ought  to  be  obe<lient  to  him.  and  to  sub- 
mit to  his  authority,  as  considering,  that 
though  he  had  the  dominion  over  the  other 
tribes,  yet  that  God  had  the  dominion  over 
him,  and  over  all  things;  that  accordingly 
God  said  to  him,  that  "  because  the  Amalek- 
ites did  the  Hebrews  a  great  deal  of  mischief 
while  they. were  iu  the  wilderness,  and  when, 
upon  their  coming  o«t  of  Egypt,  they  were 
making  their  way  to  that  country  which  is  now 
their  own,  I  enjoin  thee  to  punish  the  Ama- 
lekites, by  making  war  upon  them;  and, 
when  thou  hast  subdued  them,  to  leave  none 
of  tbem  alive,  but  to  pursue  them  through 
every  age,  and  to  slay  them,  beginning  with 
the  women  and  the  infants,  and  to  require 
this  as  a  punishment  to  be  inflicted  upon  them 
for  the  mischief  they  did  to  our  forefathers : 
to   spare   nothing,    neither   asses   nor   other 


cording  as  God  ha.l  foretold,  he  set  upon  the 
cities  of  the  Amalekites;  he  besieged  them,  and 
took  them  bv  force,  partly  by  warlike  machines, 
partlv  bv  mines  dug  under  ground,  and  partly 
by  building  walls  on  the  outsides.    Some  they 
starved  out  with  famine,  and  some  they  gained 
bv  other  methods ;  and  after  all,  he  betook 
himself  to  Slav  the  women  and  the  children,and 
thought  he  did  not  act  therein  either  barbar- 
1  ously  or  inhumanlv;  first,  because  they  were 
1  enemies  whom  he  thus  treated,  and,  in  the  next 
place,  because  it  was  done  by  the  command  ol 
I  God.  whom  it  was  dangerous  not  to  obey.    He 
lalso'took  Agag,  the  enemies'  king,  captive; 
—  the  beauty  and  tallness  of  whose  body  he 
admired  so  much,  that  he  thought  him  worthy 
of  preservation  ;  yet  was  not  this  done  how- 
ever   according  to  the  will  of  God,  but  by 
giving  wav  to  human  passions,  and  suffering 
himself  to'be  moved  witli  an  unseasonable  com- 
miseration, in  a  point  where  it  was  not  safe 
for  him  to  indulge  it;  for  God  hated  the  nation 
of  the  Amalekites  to  such  a  degree,  that  he 
commanded  Saul  to  have  no  pity  on  even  those 
infants  which  we  by  nature  chiefly  compassion- 
ate ;  but  Saul  preserved  their  king  and  gover- 
nor  from  the   miseries   which  the   Hebrews 
brought  on  the  people,  as  if  he  preferred  the 
fine  appearance  of  the  enemy  to  the  memory 
of  what  God  had  sent  him  about.     The  mul- 
titude were  also  guilty,  together  with   Saul; 
for  they  spared  th.;  herds  and  the  flocks,  and 
took  them  for  a  prey,  when  God  had  command- 
ed thev  should  not  spare  them.     They  a  so 
carried  off  with  them  the  rest  of  their  wealth 
and  riches ;  but  if  there  were  any  thing  that 
was  not  worthy  of  regard,  that  they  destroyed. 


10    spare    iiuiuiu^,    n^-i^uv.     ^^—~^    ■  i,  ,h 

beasts-   nor  to  reserve  any  of  them  for  \our    , he  Amalekites:"  nor  indw-d  do  weevermeet  wimtnet. 
Dea>IS,    nor  lo  .<:« j  j  •  „,„  1  .,„„i,vi,„,  hnt  as  very  cmel  and  bloodj  people,  aid 


own  advantage  and  possession,  but  to  devote 
them  iriiiversally  to  God,  and,  in  obedience 
to  the  commands  of  Moses,  to  blot  out  the 
Dame  of  Amalek  entirely."' 

.   Tbe   reason    of  Ihi'.  severity   is  Hislinclly    pven 
'1  Sam.  «».  W)!  ■•  Uo.  and  utterly  josirnj  tbo  «.DD«r«. 


trie  araaieKnes:-  Dor  IIIUCT7U  ..«"---,      j  ,.    ^.,, 

Amalekites  but  as  very  cmel  and  bloodj  people,  an* 
particularly  scekiue  to  injure  »"'»  "'fi''^"-^"!'"^  i^! 
oatiou  of  Is'rael.  See  Exod.  •."'  »r'«;  S""-  V.  i^ 
Dent.  XXV.  17—19;  Judg.  vl  3,  6;  1  Sam.  x».  33 
Psal  Ixxxii.  7-  i.lld..il>.Ae  all.  Ihe  inosl  l,arbi.r..us  ot 
all  cruellies,  tl.at  ol  Hau.an  ll.e  ABattile,  or  one  ol  ihe 
po«teritvnl  Agag,  the  ..Ul  king  of  tbe  Amal.kites.  I-,.tl.. 
iii.  1-14. 
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3.  But  when  Saul  had  conquered  all  these 
Amalekites  that  reached  from  Pelusium  of 
Ef  _i-pt  to  the  Red  Sea,  he  laid  waste  all  the  rest 
of  the  enemy's  country:  but  for  the  nation  of 
the  Sbechemites,  he  did  not  touch  them, 
although  they  dwelt  in  the  very  middle  of  the 
country  of  ^lidian ;  for  before  the  battle,  Saul 
had  sent  to  them,  and  charged  them  to  depart 
thence,  lest  they  should  be  partakers  of  the 
miseries  of  the  Amalekites;  for  he  had  a  just 
occasion  for  saving  them,  since  they  were  of 
the  kindred  of  Raguel,  Moses's  father-in-law. 

4.  Hereupon  Saul  cetumed  home  with  joy, 
for  the  glorious  things  he  had  done,  and  for 
the  conquest  of  his  enemies,  as  though  he  had 
not  neglected  any  thing  which  the  prophet  had 
enjoined  him  to  do  when  he  was  going  to 
make  war  with  the  Amalekites,  and  as  though 
he  bad  exactly  observed  all  that  he  ought  to 
have  done.  But  God  was  grieved  that  the 
king  of  the  Amalekites  was  preserved  alive, 
and  that  the  multitude  bad  seized  on  the  cattle 
for  a  prey,  because  these  things  were  done 
tvithout  his  permission;  for  hi*  thought  it  an 
intolerable  thing  that  they  should  conquer  and 
overcome  their  enemies  by  that  power  which  I 
he  gave  them,  and  then  that  he  himself  should  ] 
be  so  grossly  despised  and  disobeyed  by  them, 
that  a  mere  man  that  was  a  king  would  not 
bear  it.  He  therefore  told  Samuel  the  prophet,  i 
that  he  repented  that  he  bad  made  Saul  king, 
while  he  did  nothing  that  he  had  cunimaiided 
him,  but  indulged  his  own  inclinations.  When 
Samuel  heard  that,  he  was  in  confusion;  and 
hegan  to  beseech  God  all  that  night  to  be  re- 
conciled to  Saul,  and  not  to  be  angry  with 
him  ;  but  he  did  not  grant  *.hat  forgiveness  to 
Saul  which  the  prophet  tsked  for,  as  not 
deeming  it  a  tit  thing  to  g  ant  forgiveness  of 
[such]  sins  at  his  entreaties,  since  injuries  do 
not  otherwise  grow  so  grea#  as  by  the  easy 
tempers  of  those  that  are  iiviured;  for  while 
they  hunt  after  the  glory  of  Wing  thought 
gentle  and  good-natured,  bifois  they  are 
aware,  they  produce  other  siiis.  As  soon 
therefore  as  God  had  rejected  the  jntertvssion 
of  the  prophet,  and  it  plainly  spi-^areft  he 
would  not  change  his  mind,  at  break  oi  day 
Samuel  came  to  Saul  at  Gilgal.  When  the> ' 
king  saw  him,  he  ran  to  iiim,  and  embraced  ' 
him,  and  said,  "  I  return  thanks  to  God,  who  ' 
hath  given  me  the  victory,  for  I  have  performed 
every  thing  that  he  bath  commanded  me." 
To  which  Samuel  replied,  •'  How  is  it  then  that 

I  hear  the  bleeting  of  the  sheep  and  the  low- 
ing of  the  greater  cattle  in  the  camp?"  Saul 
made  answer.  That  the  people  had  reserved 
them  for  sacrifices;  but  that,  as  to  the  nation 
of  the  Amalekites,  it  was  entirely  destroyed, 
as  he  had  received  it  in  command  to  see  done, 
and  .that  no  one  man  \\'as  left ;  but  that  he  had 
saved  alive  the  king  alone,  and  brought  him  to  I 
him,  concerning  whom,  he  said,  they  would 
Bd\-ise  together  what  should  be  done  with  him. 
But  the  prophet  said,  "  God  u  not  deligbt«d  | 


with  sacrifices,  but  with  good  and  with  righ.. 
teous  men,  who  are  such  as  follow  his  utII  and 
his  laws,  and  never  think  that  any  thing 
is  well  done  by  them  but  when  they  do  it  as 
God  had  commanded  them:  that  he  then 
looks  upon  himself  as  afi^'ronted,  not  when  any 
one  does  not  sacrifice,  but  when  any  one  ap- 
pears to  be  disobedient  to  him.  But  that 
from  those  who  do  not  obey  him,  nor  pay  him 
that  duty  which  is  the  alone  true  and  accep- 
table worship,  he  will  not  kindly  accept  their 
oblations,  be  those  they  offer  ever  so  many  and 
so  fat,  and  be  the  presents  they  make  him  ever 
so  ornamental,  nay,  though  they  were  made  of 
gold  and  silver  themselves,  but  he  will  reject 
them,  and  esteem  them  instances  of  wicked- 
ness, and  not  of  piety.  And  that  he  is  delighted 
\v\lh.  those  that  still  bear  in  mind  this  one 
thing,  and  this  only,  how  to  do  that,  whatso- 
ever it  be,  which  God  pronounces  or  comuiands 
for  them  to  do,  and  to  choose  rather  to  die  than 
to  transgress  any  of  those  commands;  no.~  does 
he  require  so  much  as  a  sacrifice  from  them. 
And  when  these  do  sacrifice,  though  it  be  a 
mean  oblation,  be  better  accepts  of  it  as  the 
honour  of  poverty,  than  such  oblations  as 
come  from  the  richest  men  that  offer  them  to 
him.  Wherefore  take  notice,  that  thou  art 
under  the  wrath  of  God,  for  thou  hast  de- 
spised and  neglected  what  he  commanded 
thee.  How  dost  thou  then  suppose  that  he 
Hill  respect  a  sacrifice  out  of  such  things  as 
be  hath  doomed  to  destruction?  unless  per- 
haps thou  dost  imagine  that  it  is  almost  all 
one  to  offer  it  in  sacrifice  to  God  as  to  destroy 
it.  Do  thou  therefore  expect  that  thy  king- 
dom v.ill  be  taken  from  thee,  and  that  autho- 
rity which  thou  hast  abused  by  such  insolent 
behaviour,  as  to  neglect  that  God  who  be- 
stowed it  upon  thee."  Then  did  Saul  on- 
fess  that  he  had  acted  unjustly,  and  did  not 
deny  that  be  had  sinned,  because  he  had  trans- 
gressed the  injunctions  of  the  prophet;  but 
be  said  that  it  was  out  of  a  dread  and  fear  of 
the  soldiers,  that  he  did  not  prohibit  and  re- 
strain them  when  they  seized  on  the  prey. 
"But  forgive  me,  "  said  he,  "and.be  merciful 
♦o  me,  for  I  «-ill  be  Autious  how  I  offend 
for  the  time  to  come."  He  also  entreated 
the  prophet  to  go  back  with  him,  that  he 
might  offer  nis  thank-offerings  to  God ;  but 
Samuel  weni  home,  because  he  saw  that  God 
woidd  not  be  reconciled  to  him 

3.  But  then  Saul  was  so  desirous  to  re- 
tain Samuel,  that  he  took  hold  of  his  cloak, 
and  because  the  vehemence  of  Samuel's  de- 
parture made  the  motion  to  be  violent,  the 
cloak  n-as  rent.  Upon  which  the  prophet 
said,  that  after  the  same  manner  should  the 
kingdom  be  rent  from  him,  and  that  a  good 
and  a  just  man  should  take  it;  that  God  per- 
severed in  what  he  had  decreed  about  him; 
that  to  be  mutable  and  changeable  in  what  is 
determined,  is  agreeable  to  human  passions 
oidy,  but  is  not  agreeable  to  the  Divine  Power. 
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Hereupon  Saul  saM  that  he  hart  been  vvicked; 
but  tli.it  \vh:it  wai  done  rould  not  be  un- 
done: he  therefore  desired  him  to  honour  him 
60  fir.  tfi3t  the  multitude  micht  see  that  he 
would  areompany  him  in  worshipping  God. 
So  Siimiiel  pranted  him  thatf.ivour,  and  went 
with  hiiH  and  worshipped  God.  \i:a(;  also, 
the  kir.ir  of  the  Am,alekites.  was  liroucht  to 
him;  and  when  the  kinp  asked,  How  bitter 
death  was?  Samncl  said  ••  As  thou  hast 
made  many  of  the  Hebrew  mothers  to  lament 
■ltd  bewail  the  loss  of  their  children,  to  shalt 
thon  by  thv  death,  cause  thy  mother  to  la- 
raent  ihee  also."  Accordingly  he  pave  order 
to  slay  him  immediately  at  Gilgal,  and  then 
went  iwav  to  the  city  Ramah. 


CHAPTER  VIIL 
now,  UPON  saol's  transgkessiom  or  thk 

prophet's  commands,  SAMUEL  ORDAISED 
ANOTHER  PERSON  TO  BE  KING  PHIVATtLY, 
WHOSE  NAME  WAS  DAVID,  AS  COD  COM- 
MANDED HIH. 


(  1.  Now  Saul,  beinp  sensible  of  the  miser- 
able condition  he  had  brought  himself  into, 
and  that  he  had  made  God  to  he  his  enemy, 
went    «p    to    his    royal    palace    at    Gib,Mh, 
which  name  denotes  a  hill,  and  afler  that  day 
he  came  no  more  into  the  presence  of  the  pro- 
phet      And  when  Samuel  mourned  for  liim, 
God  hid  him  leave  olf  his  concern  for  h,m, 
and  to  take  the  holy  oil,  and  p;o  to  Ikthlehem 
to  Jesse  the  son  of  Obed,  an.l  to  anoint  such 
of  his  sons  as  he  should  show  him  for  tluir 
future  king.     But  Samuel  said,  he  was  afraid 
lest  Saul,  when  he  came  to  know  of  it,  should 
kill  him,  either  by  some  private  method  or 
everftipenly.      But  upon  God's  supgesting  to 
him  a  safe  way  of  goinp  thither,  he  came  to 
the  forementioncd   city ;    and   when  they  all 
Minted  him.  and  asked  what  was  the  occasion 
of  his  coming,  he  told  them,  he  came  to  sucri- 
fice  to  God.     When,  therefore,  he  had  gotten 
the  sacrifice  readv,  he"  called  Jesse   and   his 
sons  to  partake  of  those  sacrifices;  and  when 
he  saw  his  eldest  son  to  be  a  tall  and  hand- 
some man.  he  guessed  by  his  comeliness  that 
he  was  the  person  who  was  to  lie  their  future 
kinR.     But  he  was  mistaken  in  jiuitiinfj  about 
God's  providence;  for  when  Samuel  inquired 
of  God  whether  he  should  anoint  this  youth, 
whom  he  so  admired,  and  esteemed   worthy 
of  the  kingdom,  God  said,  "  Men  do  not  see 
a?  God  sceth.      Thou  indeed  hast  respect  to 
the  fine  apuearance  of  this  youth,  and  thence 
esleemest  him  worthy  of  the  kingdom;  while 
I  propose  thckingdom  as  a  reward,  not  of  the 
beauty  of  bod,cs,  but  of  the   virtue  of  souls, 
and  linquire  after  one  that  is  perfectly  comely 
in  that  respect ;    I  mean  one   who  is  beauti- 
ful in  piety,  and  righteousiuss,  and  fortitude. 


I  and  obedience :  for  in  them  consul*  the  come. 
I  iiness  of  the  soul."     When  God  had  said  thii, 
Samuel  bade  Jesse  to  thow  him  all  his  sons. 
So  he  made  five  otBers  of  his  sons  to  come  to 
him :  of  all  of  whom  Eliab  was  the  eldest, 
Aminadab   the  second,   Shammah   the   third 
Nathaniel    the    fourth,    Rael    the    filth,   and 
Asjim  the  sixth.     And  when  the  prophet  saw 
that  these  were  no  way  inferior  to  the  eldest 
in    their    countenances,   he   inquired   of  God 
which  of  them  it  was  whom  he  chose  lor  their 
king;  and  when  God  said  it  was  none  of  them, 
he  asked  Jesse  whether  he  had  not  some  other 
sons  besides  these;  and  when  he  said  that  be 
had  one  more,  named  David,  but  that  he  was 
a  sheidierd,  and  took  care  of  the  docks,  b«- 
muel   bade   them   cull   him    immediately,  tor 
that  till  he  was  come  they  could  not  possibly 
sit  down  to  the  feast.     Now,  as  soon  as  hu 
father  had  sent  for  David,  and  he  was  come. 
I  he  appeared  to  be  of  a  yellow  complexion   of 
a  sharp  sight,  and  8  comely  person  in  other 
respects  also.      This  is  he,  said  Samuel  pri- 
vately  to   himself,   whom  it  pleases  God  to 
make  our  king.    So  he  sat  down  to  the  feast, 
and  placed  the  vouth  under  him.  and  Jesse 
also,  with  his  other  sons;  after  which  he  took 
oil  in  the  presence  of  David,   and   anointed 
him,  and    whispered  him  in  the  car,  and  ac- 
quainted him  that  God  chose  him  to  he  their 
king;  and  exhorted  him  to  be  righteous,  and 
obedient  to  his  commands,  for  that  by  this 
means  his  kingdom  would  continue  for  a  long 
tinv,  and  that  his  house  should  be  of  great 
splendour,  and  celebrated  in  the  world  ;  that 
he  should  overthrow  the  Philistines;  and  that 
against  what  nations  soever  he  should  make 
war   he  should  he  the  conqueror,  and  survive 
the  fight;  and  that  while  he  lived  he  should 
enjoy  a  glorious  name,  and  leave  such  a  name 
to  his  posterity  also. 

2.  So  Samuel,  when  he  had  given  him 
these  admonitions,  went  away.  But  the  Di- 
vine Power  dcpnrted  from  Saul,  and  removed 
'  to  David,  who,  upon  this  removal  of  the  Di- 
vine Spirit  to  him,  began  to  prophesy;  but 
as  for  Saul,  some  strange  and  demoniacal  dis- 
orders  came  upon  him,  and  brought  upon 
hi.n  such  suffocations  as  were  ready  to  choke 
him  :  for  which  the  physicians  could  find  no 
other  remedy  hut  this.  That  if  any  person 
could  charm  tho^e  passions  by  singing,  and 
playing  upon  the  harp,  they  advised  them  to 
inquire  for  such  a  one,  and  to  observe  when 
these  demons  came  upon  him  and  disturbed 
him,  and  to  take  care  that  such  a  person 
might  stand  over  him,  and  play  upon  the 
harp,  and  recite  hvnms  to  him.'  According, 
ly  Saul  did  not  delay,  but  commanded  them 
to  seek  out  such  a  man ;  and  when  a  certain 


.  Spanhcim  takes  nolirf  htre  th.t  the  Greek,  tiad 
•ueh  sineers  of  hytnns:  and  thai  i.vially  th, Wren  or 
ym,th!,  uere  picked  uMt  f„r  Il.nl  .erv.ce,  as  uho.  that 
il.ose  .alle  1  «in./e.s  lo  llit  harp,  did  Ihe  Siine  that  Da/td 
did  here.  i.e.  join  Ibeir  owe  TO^  gOli  Ul«^ru"0«''««  »«:„ 
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stander-by  said  tbat  be  had  seen  in  the  dty  of 
Bethlehem  a  son  of  Jesse,  who  was  yet  no 
more  than  a  child  in  age,  but  comely  and 
beautiful,  and  in  other  respects  one  that  was 
deserving  of  great  regard,  who  was  skilful  in 
plij-ing  on  the  harp,  and  in  singing  of  hymns 
[and  an  excellent  soldier  in  war],  he  sent  to 
Jesse,  and  desired  him  to  take  David  away 
from  the  flocks,  and  send  him  to  him,  for  he 
had  a  mind  to  see  him,  as  having  beard  an 
advantageous  character  of  his  comeliness  and 
his  valour.  So  Jesse  sent  his  son,  and  gave 
him  presents  to  carry  to  Saul ;  and  when  he 
.was  come,  Saul  was  pleased  with  him,  and 
made  bim  his  armour-bearer,  and  had  him  in 
very  great  esteem;  for  he  charmed  his  pas- 
sion, and  was  the  only  physician  against  the 
trouble  he  had  from  the  demons,  whensoever 
it  was  tbat  it  came  upon  bim,  and  this  by  re- 
citing of  hymns,  and  playing  upon  the  harp, 
and  bringing  Saul  to  his  right  mind  again. 
However,  he  sent  to  Jesse,  the  father  of  the 
child,  and  desired  him  to  permit  DaWd  to 
stay  with  bim,  for  that  he  was  delighted  with 
his  sight  and  company,  which  stay,  that  he 
might  not  contradict  Saul,  he  granted. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

IIOW  THE  PHILISTINES  MADE  ANOTHER  EXPE- 
DITION AGAINST  THE  HEBREWS,  UNDER  THE 
HEIGN  or  SAfL;  AND  HOW  THEY  WERE 
OVERCOME  BY  DAVID's  SLAYING  GOLIATH 
IN  SINGLE  COMBAT. 

§  1.  Now  the  Philistines  gathered  themselves 
together  ag:iin,  no  very  long  time  afterward; 
and  having  gotten  together  a  great  army,  they 
made  war  against  the  Israelites;  and  having 
seized  a  place  l>etween  Shochoh  and  Azekah, 
they  there  pitched  their  lamp.  Saul  also 
drew  out  bis  army  to  oppose  them;  and  by 
pitching  his  own  camp  upon  a  certain  hill,  he 
forced  the  PhiUstiiics  t«  leave  their  former 
camp,  and  to  encamp  themselves  upon  such 
another  hill,  over-against  that  on  which  Saul's 
army  lay.  so  tnat  a  vaiiey,  which  was  between 
the  two  hills  on  which  they  lay,  divided  their 
pani|is  asunder.  Now  there  came  down  a 
in»'i  out  of  the  camp  of  the  Philistines,  whose 
MHiiie  \vas  Goliath,  of  the  city  of  Gath,  a  man 
o'  vast  bulk,  for  he  was  of  four  cubits  and  a 
sjian  in  tallness,  and  bad  about  him  weapons 
Miitable  to  the  largeness  of  bis  body,  tor  he 
had  a  breast-plate  on  that  weighed  five  thou- 
s;ind  shekels:  he  had  also  a  helmet  aiid  greaves 
of  brass,  as  large  as  you  would  naturally  sup- 
pose might  cover  the  limbs  of  so  vast  a  body. 
His  spear  was  also  such  as  was  not  carried  bke 
a  hght  thing  in  his  right  hand,  but  he  carried 
it  as  Ij-iag  on  bis  shoulders.  He  bad  also  a 
lance  of  six  hundred  shekels;  and  many  fol- 
lowed him  t»  eerry  his  armour.     Wherefore 


this  Goliath  stood  between  the  two  armies,  «• 
tbey  were  in  battle-array,  and  sent  out  a  loud 
voice,  and  said  to  Saul  and  the  Hebrews,  "  I 
will  free  you  from  fighting  and  from  dan- 
gei-s;  for  what  necessity  is  there  tbat  your 
army  should  fall  and  be  afflicted?  Give  me 
a  man  of  you  that  will  fight  uilh  me,  and  he 
tbat  conquers  shall  have  the  reward  of  the 
conqueror,  and  determine  the  war;  for  these 
shall  serve  those  others  to  whom  the  con(|ue. 
ror  shall  belong;  and  certainly  it  19  much 
better  and  more  prudent  to  gain  what  you 
desire  by  the  hazard  of  one  man  than  of  all.". 
When  he  had  said  this,  he  retired  to  his  own , 
camp;  but  the  next  day  oe  eame  again,  ajid> 
used  the  same  words,  and  did  not  leave  off, 
for  forty  days  together,  to  challenge  the  ene- 
my in  the  same  words,  till  Saul  and  his  army 
were  therewith  terrified,  while  tbey  put  them- 
selves in  array  as  if  they  would  fight,  but  did 
not  come  to  a  close  batt)e. 

2.  Now  while  this  war  between  the  He-^ 
brews  and  the  Phibstines  was  going  on,  Saul 
sent  away  David  to  his  father  Jesse,  and  con- 
tented himself  with  those  three  sons  of  bis 
whom  he  hail  sent  to  his  assistance,  and  to  be 
partners  in  the  dangers  of  the  war:  and  at 
first  David  returned  to  feed  his  sheep  and  hist 
flocks;  but  after  no  long  time  he  came  to  the 
camp  of  the  Hebrews,  as  sent  by  his  father, 
to  carry  provisions  to  his  brethren,  and  to 
know  what  they  were  doine;  while  Golixtb 
came  again,  and  challenged  them  and  le- 
proacbed  them,  tbat  they  had  no  man  of  va- 
lour among  them  that  durst  come  down  to 
fight  him;  and  as  David  was  talking  v;-ith  bia 
brethren  about  the  business  for  which  his  fa- 
ther hiul  sent  him,  he  heard  the  Philistine 
reproaching  and  abusing  the  army,  and  had 
indignation  at  it,  an<l  said  to  his  brethren,  "  I 
am  ready  to  fight  a  single  combat  with  this 
adversary."  Whereupon  Eliab,  his  eflKist 
brother,  reproved  him,  and  said  that  be  spake 
too  rashly  and  improperly  for  one  of  bis  age, 
and  bid  him  go  to  his  flocks,  and  to  his  fa. 
ther.  So  he  was  abashed  at  his  brother's 
words,  and  went  away,  but  still  he  spake  to 
some  of  the  soldiers  that  he  was  willing  to 
fight  with  liim  that  challenged  them.  And 
when  they  had  informed  Saul  what  was  the 
resolution  of  the  young  man,  the  king  sent 
for  liini  to  conic  to  him:  and  when  the  king 
asked  what  he  bad  to  say,  be  replied,  "  O 
king,  be  not  cast  down,  nor  afraid,  for  I  will 
depress  the  insolence  of  this  adversary,  and 
will  go  down  and  fight  with  him,  and  will 
bring  him  under  me,  as  tall  and  as  great  as 
he  is,  till  he  shall  be  sufficiently  laughed  at, 
and  thy  army  shall  get  great  glory  when  he 
shall  be-slain  by  one  tbat  is  not  yet  of  man's 
estate,  neither  fit  for  fighting,  no^  capable  of 
bi'ing  intrusted  with  the  marshallmg  an  army, 
or  ordering  a  battle,  but  by  one  tbat  looks  Uke 
a  child,  and  is  really  no  elder  in  age  than  * 
thUd.' 
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3.  Now  Saul  wondered  at  the  boldness  and 
»lacrity  of  David,  but  durst  not  presume  on 
his  ability,  by  reason  of  his  age;  but  said,  he 
must  on  that  account  be  too  weak  to  fight 
with  one  that  was  skilled  in  the  art  of  war. 
'•  I  undertake  this  enterprise,"  said  David, 
•'  in  dependence  on  God's  being  with  me,  for 
I  have  had  experience  already  of  his  assist- 
a!*fe ;  for  I  once  pursued  after  and  caupht  a 
lion  that  assaulted  my  flocks,  and  took  away 
a  tantb  from  them,  and  I  snatched  the  lamb 
out  of  the  wild  beast's  mouth,  and  when  ho 
leaped  upon  me  with  violence,  I  took  hira  by 
thf  tail,  and  dashed  him  against  the  ground. 
Ill  the  same  manner  did  I  avenji^e  myself  on 
a  bear  also;  and  let  this  adversary  of  ours  be 
esteemed  like  one  of  these  wild  beasts,  since 
htf  has  a  long  while  reproached  our  army  and 
blasphemed  our  God,  who  yet  will  reduce  him 
umler  my  power." 

4.  However,  Saul  prayed  that  the  end 
■night  be,  by  God's  assistance,  not  disagree- 
able to  the  alacrity  and  boldne^  of  the  child; 
mid  said,  *'  Go  thy  way  to  the  fight."  So  he 
put  about  hint  his  breast-plate,  and  girded  on 
Kiit  sword,  and  fitted  the  helmet  to  his  head, 

•  8nd  sent  him  away.    But  David  was  burdened 
with  his  armour,  for  he  had  not  been  exer- 
cised to  it,  nor  had  he  learned  to  walk  with 
ir  :  so  he  said,  *'  Let  this  armour  be  thine,  O 
kiui:,  who  art  able  to  bear  it;    but  give  me 
leave  tn  fight  as  thy  servant,  and  as  I  myself 
dfi^ire."      Accordingly  he  laid  by  the  armour, 
and  taking  his  staff  with  him.  and  putting  five 
stunes  out  of  the  brook  into  a  shepherd's  bag, 
and  having  a  ruling  in  his  right  hand,  he  went 
towards  (jolialb.   But  the  adversary  seeing  him 
come  in  such  a  manner,  disdained  him,  and 
'esttid  upon  him,  as  if  he  had  not  such  wea- 
pons  with  him  as  are  usual  when  one  man 
fii;hts  against  another,  but  such  as  are  us(>d/ 
i«i»driving  away  and  avoiding  of  dogs;    and 
said,  "  Dost  thou  take  me  not  for  a  man  but 
a  dog?"     To  which  he  replied,  "  No,  not  for 
a  dog,  but  for  a  creature  worse  than  a  doi:." 
This  provoked  Goliath  to  anger,  who  there- 
upon cursed  him  by  the  name  of  God,  and  | 
threatened  to  give  bis  desh  to  the  beasts  of 
the  earth,  and  to  the  fowls  of  the  air,  to  be  , 
torn  in  pieces  by  them.      To  whom  David  an- 
swered, **Tliou  comest  to  me  with  a  sword, 
and  with  a  spear,  and  with  a  breastplate;  but; 
I  have  God  lor  my  armour  in  coming  against 
thee,  who  will  destroy  thee  and  all  thy  army  ' 
by  my  hands;   for  I  will  this  day  cut  off  thy] 
htud.  and  cast  the  other  part-*  of  thy  bodv  to' 
the  dogs;  and  all   men  shall   leorn  that  God  j 
i«  the  protector  ot  the  llebre  's.  and  that  our 
armour  and  our  strength  is  in  his  providence; 
aiul  thai   without  God's  assistance,  all  other 
warlike  preparations  atid  power  are  uselesg."  ; 
So  the  rhiltfttine  heinp  retarded  by  the  weight  j 
of  liis  armour,  when   he   attempted  to  meet' 
r*a\id   in   iiaste,  c>inie   on   hut  slowly,  as  dp- 
tpising  him.  and  depending  upon  it  that  he 


should  slay  him  who  was  both  unarmed  and 
a  child  also,  without  any  trouble  at  all. 

5.  But  the  youth  met  bis  antag<mist,  being 
accompanied  with  an  invisible  assistant,  who 
was  no  other  than  God  himself.  And  taking 
one  of  the  stones  that  he  had  out  of  the  brook, 
and  had  put  into  his  shepherd's  bag,  and 
fitting  it  to  his  sling,  he  slang  it  against  the 
Philistine.  This  stone  fell  upon  his  forehead, 
and  sank  into  his  brain,  insomuch  that  Go. 
liath  was  stunned,  and  fell  upon  his  fare. 
So  David  ran,  and  stood  upon  his  adversary 
as  he  lay  down,  and  cut  off  his  head  with  his 
own  sword  ;  for  he  had  no  sword  himself. 
And  upon  the  fall  of  Goliath,  the  Philistines 
were  beaten,  and  fled;  for  when  they  saw 
their  champion  prostrate  on  the  ground,  they 
were  afraid  of  the  entire  issue  of  their  affairs, 
and  resolved  not  to  stay  any  longer,  but  com- 
mitted themselves  to  an  ignominious  and  in- 
decent  flight,  and  thereby  endeavoure<l  to  save 
themselves  from  the  dangers  they  were  in. 
But  Saul  and  the  entire  army  of  the  Hebrews 
made  a  shout  and  rushed  upon  them,  and 
slew  a  great  number  of  them,  and  pursued  the 
rest  to  the  borders  of  Gatb,  and  to  the  gates 
of  Ekron;  so  that  there  were  slain  of  the  Phi- 
listines thirty  thousand,  and  twice  as  manv 
wounded.  But  Saul  returned  to  their  camp, 
and  pulled  their  furtifirations  to  pieces,  and 
nurnt  it ;  but  David  carried  the  head  of  Go- 
liath ii?to  his  own  tent,  but  dedicated  his 
sword  to  God  [at  the  tabernacle]. 


CHAPTER  X. 

SAUL  ENVIES  DAVID  FOR  HIS  GLORIOUS  St-'C- 
CESS,  AND  TAKES  AN  OCCASION  Of  ENTRAP- 
PING HIM,  FROM  THE  PROMISE  HE  MADB 
HIM  OF  GIVING  HIM  HIS  DAUGHTER  IN 
MARRIAGE;  BUT  THIS  UI'ON  CONDITION  OP 
HIS  BRINGING  HIM  SIX  HUNDRED  HEADS 
OF  THE  PHILISTINES. 

§  1.  Now  the  women  were  an  occasion  of 
Saul's  envy  and  hatred  to  David;  for  they 
came  to  meet  their  victorious  army  with  cym- 
bals and  drums,  and  ali  demonstrations  of 
joy,  and  san^  thus;  the  wives  said,  that  "Saul 
has  slain  Ins  many  thousands  of  the  Philis- 
tines:" tile  viri^ins  replied,  that  "David  has 
slain  his  ten  thousaniU."  Now,  when  the 
kiti(^  heard  them  sing-ing  thus,  and  that  he 
had  hiniseif  the  smallest  share  in  their  com- 
mendfttioiis,  an<1  the  greater  number,  the  ten 
tiiousands.  were  ascribed  to  the  young  man  : 
ami  when  he  considered  with  himseif  thai 
there  was  nothitig  more  wanting  to  Dav.d, 
ader  such  a  mighty  applause,  but  the  king- 
dom, he  began  to  he  afraid  and  suspic;ou3 
of  David.  Accordingly  lie  removed  biio 
from  the  station  be  was  in  before,  for  he 
wts   bi|^armour-bearer,    which,  out  o^  fear* 
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seenied  to  him  much  too  near  a  station  tor 
him;  and  so  be  made  him  captain  over  a  thou- 
saiidf  and  bestowed  on  him  a  post  better 
indeed  in  itself,  but,  as  he  thoucbt,  more  for 
his  own  security;  for  he  had  a  mind  to  send 
h 'n  a^rainst  the  enemy,  and  into  battles,  as 
bopiiic  he  would  be  slain  in  such  dangerous 
coridiris.  j 

2.   But  David   had  God  going  alon^  n-ith 
biro,  whithersoever  he  went,  and  accordinffiy  i 
be  greatly  prospered   in  his  undertakings,  and 
it  wai  visible  that  be  bad  mighty  success,  in-  j 
soniuch  that  Saul's  daughter,  who  was  still  a 
»"irgin,  fell  in  love  with  him;  and  her  aifei-- 
tion  so  far  prevailed  over  her,  that  it  could 
no<  be  concealed,  and  her  father  became  ac- 
quainted with  it.    Kow  Saul  beard  this  gladly,  , 
as  intending  to  make  use  of  it  for  a  snare  ; 
airainst   DaWd,  and  he  hoped  that  it  would 
prove  the  cause  o(  destruction  and  of  hazard 
to  him ;  so  he  told  those  that  imorioed  him 
of  his  daufrhter's  affection,  that  he  would  will- 
inglr  give  Dai'id  the  Wrgin  in  marriage,  and 
said,  *'  I  engage  myself  to  marry  my  daughter 
tu  him  if  he  will  bring  me  six  hundred  heads 
of  my  enemies,*  supposing  that  when  a  re- ' 
ward  90  ample  was    proposed   to  him,  and 
wiien  be  should  aim  to  get  him  great  glory, 
by  undertaking  a  thing  so  dangerous  and  in- 
eredibje,  he  would  immediately  set  about  it, 
and  ^o  perish  by  the  Fhiliftines;  and  my  de- 
signs about   him  will  succeed  6nely  to  my 
mind,  for  I  shall  be  freed  from  him,  and  get 
hiiD    slain,   not    by.  myself,   but    by    another  1 
man."     So  be  gave  order  to  his  servants  to 
try  how  Da^nd  would  reli>h  this  proposal  of  j 
marrnng    the    damsel.       .\ccordingly,     they 
iH'iran  to  speak  thus  to  him  :   That  king  Saul  i 
loved   bim,  as    well  as    did  all    the    people, 
and  that  he  was  desirous  of  his  afEnity  by  the  ' 
marriage  of  this  damsel.     To  which  he  gave  ; 
this  answer  :  — "  Seemetb  it  to  you  a  light  | 
thing  to  be  made  the  king's  son-in-law?     It 
doe<  not  seem  so  to  me,  especially  when  1  am  i 
one  of  a  family  that  is  low,  and  without  any  ! 
glory  or  honour."     Now  when  Saul  was  in- 
formed by  his  servants  what    answer  David  | 
bad  made,  he  said, — "  Tell  him,  that  I  do  not  ' 
want  any  money  nor  dowry  from  him,  which 
would  be  rather  to  set  my  daughter  to  sale 
than  to  give  her  in  marriage;    but  1   desire 
only  such  a  son-in-law  as   hath  in  him  for. 
titude,  and  all  other  kinds  of  virtue,"  of  which 
he  saw  Datid  was  possessed,  and  that  his  de- 
sire was  to  receive  of  him,  on  account  of  his 
marrving  bis  daughter,  neither  gold  nor  siU-er, 
nor  that  he  should   bring   such  wealth   out 

*  Josepbns  sa^  tbrir«  io  this  chaptrr.  and  twice  aft^- 
MKrAi.  cliap.  XI.  arcL  2.  and  b.  xiL  ch.  L  iwL  4.  i.  r.  Dtr 
tjmrs  in  all.  that  Saul  rpt^tMivd  not  a  bary  hnntlrrtj  or 
lije  tor^tins  of  the  Pbilisnno.  but  six  bunHred  of  Utc-T 
kead^  Tbe  »rptua£iDt  bale  1  Olorealins,  tnji  Ibe  >}na 
and  Arabiac  :5W.  .Now  tbat  these  were  ntt  Jamlttit, 
»ilb  oar  otSer  cop'et.  but  Ae;^t.  with  Jo«epl,o^'9  c.j" 
ieems  comewbal  prubaht-.  fr.iui  I  >aiii.  Kara.  4.  •(•,-. 
all  copies  S3T  ttial  11  wa5  UltL  (lie  br^isui  9i)CI  Piiiiul;.  • 
Aat  i>avid  lai^bl  reevnci^  IMMiivHf  to  Li»  luaiSi.  -a!i!- 


of  his  father's  house,  but  only  so  tie  re\-eoge 
on  the  PhiUstines,  and  indeed  six  hundred  of 
their  heads,  titan  which  a  more  desirable  or  a 
more  glorious  present  could  not  be  brought 
him;  and  that  be  had  much  rather  obtain  thi» 
than  any  of  the  accustomed  dowries  fur  his 
daughter,  >'iz.  that  she  should  be  married  to 
a  man  of  that  character,  and  to  one  «  ho  had 
a  testimony  as  having  conquered  his  enemies. 
3.  When  these  words  of  Saul  were  brought 
to  David,  he  n-as  pleased  with  them,  and  sup- 
posed that  Saul  was  really  desirous  of  this 
atfinity  with  him;  so  that  without  bearii^  to 
dehberate  any  longer,  or  casting  about  in  bis 
mind  whether  what  was  proposed  was  pos- 
sible, or  was  diHicult  or  not,  he  and  his  com- 
panions immediately  set  upon  the  enemy,  ai:d 
went  about  doing  what  was  proposed  as  the 
condition  of  tiie  marriage.  Accordingly,  be- 
cause it  was  God  who  made  all  things  ea^v 
and  possible  to  David,  be  slew  many  [of  il.e 
Philistines  j,  and  cut  oS  the  heads  of  six  hun- 
dred of  them,  and  came  to  the  king,  and  bv 
showing  him  these  heads  of  the  Phihstiiies, 
required  that  he  might  have  his  daughter  in 
marriage.  Accordingly.  Saul,  having  no  war 
of  getting  off  his  eagagements,  as  thinking  it 
a  base  thing  either  to  seem  a  bar  when  he 
promised  him  this  marriage,  or  to  appear  to 
have  acted  treacherously  by  him,  in  putting 
him  upon  what  \%'as  in  a  manner  impossible, 
in  order  to  have  him  slain,  he  gave  him  hi* 
daughter  in  marriage:  her  name  was  Micbal. 


CHAPTER  XI. 
HOW  D.\viD,  rpoN  s.^cl's  l.\tino  s>  hres  roR 

HIM,  DID  TET  ESCAPE  Tn£  DANCEE3  HE 
WAS  IN,  BT  THE  AFFECTIOS  AVD  CARE  OT 
JOSATHAN,  AND  THE  CONTRIVANCES  VT 
HIS  WIFE  MICHaL;  AND  HOW  BE  CAME  TO 
SAMLEL  THE   PROPHET. 

§  1 .  However,  Saul  was  not  disposed  to  per- 
severe long  in  the  ^tate  wherein  he  was;  fot 
when  he  saw  that  I>a\-id  \"~ :  in  great  esteen 
Iwth  with  God  and  with  the  multitude,  hf 
was  afraid;  and  being  not  able  to  coneeal  his 
fear  as  concerning  great  things,  his  kingdom 
and  bis  life,  to  l*  deprived  of  either  of  which 
was  a  very  great  calamity,  he  resolved  to  have 
Dand  slain;  and  commande<l  hi?  son  .Tona- 
than  and  his  most  faithful  servant  to  kili  him: 
but  Jonathan  wondered  at  his  father's  change 
with  relation  to  David,  that  it  .cbculd  be  made 
to  so  great  a  deeree.  from  showine  him  no 
small  good- will,  to  contrive  bow  to  have  him 
killed.  Now,  because  he  loved  the  young 
man,  and  reverenced  bim  for  his  virtue,  be 
ir.fomied  him  of  the  secret  charge  fcis  fether 
had  given,  and  what  his  intentions  were  con- 
cerning him.  However,  he  advised  lijm  to 
tak*  care  and  be  absent  the  next  day,  ior  that 
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h.  wouM  alate  Ws  fetler.  and.  if  *e  met  with 
afevouruble  opportunity,  be  would  discourse 
with  him  about  him.  »nd  lesrn  the  «uie  of 
hh  disRurt.  and  show  how  Uttle  pound  there 
«-as  for  it,  and  that  for  it  he  oupht  not  to  kill 
a  man  that  had  done  so  m»ny  good  things  to 
the  inulutude.  and  had  been  a  benefactor  to 
himself,  on  account  of  which  he  ought  in  rea- 
son to  obtain  pardon,  had  he  been  guilty  of 
the  greatest  crimes:  and  •'  I  will  then  inform 
thee  of  rov  fiUier's  resolution.  Accordingly 
David  complied  with  such  an  advantageous 
advice,  and  kept  himself  then  out  of  the 
king's  sight.  _     , 

2.  On  the  next  dav  Jonathan  came  to  Saul. 
K  soon  as  he  saw  him  in  a  cheerful  and  joy- 
ful di.»position.  and  began  to  introduce  a  dii- 
course^ibout  David:    -  'What  unj.^t  action. 
O  fctber.  either    little  or  great,  hast   thou 
found  so  exceptionable  in  David,  as  to  induce 
thee  to  order  us  to  slay  a  man  who  hath  been 
of  great  a-Kantage  to  thy  o«-n  preservation. 
a.nd  of  still  greater  to  the  punishment  oT  the 
Philistines?      A  man  who  bath  d..Uvered  the 
Deonle  of  the  Hebrews  from  reproach  and  de- 
rision, which  thev  underwent  for  forty  days 
tocether.  when  he  alone  had  courage  enou-h 
t7sustain  the  challenge  of  the  adversary,  and 
after  that  brought  as  many  heads  of  our  ene- 
mies as  he  was  appointeil  to  bniig.  and  bad. 
as  a  reward  for  the  same,  my  sister  m  mar- 
riace;  insomuch  that  his  death  would  be  very 
K>rro«-fu!  to  us.  not  only  on  account  of  his 
virtue   but  on  account  of  the  nearness  of  our 
reUtion;  for  thv  daushter  most  be  injured  at 
the  sirae  time  that  he  is  slan.  and  must  be 
obliged  to  experience  widowhood  before  she 
can  come  to  enjov  any  adv-anUge  from  their 
mutual  conversation.     Consider  these  thiiig^. 
and  change  vour  mind  to  a   more    merciful 
temjer.  and  do  no  mischief  to  a  man  who.  in 
the    fir^t    phice,  hath    done   us   the  greatest 
kindness  of  preserving  thee ;    for   when    an 
evil  spirit  and  demons  had  seized  upon  thee, 
he  east  them  out.  and  procured  rest  to  thy 
soul  from  their  incursions:    and.  in  the  se- 
cond  place,  hath  avenged  us  of  our  eneniies^ 
for  it  is  a  base  thing  to  forget  such  benefits. 
So  Saul  was  pacified  «-ith  these  words  .and 
svvare  to  his  son  that  he  would  do  Da%Td  no 
harm:    for  a  riehteous  discourse  proved  too 
bird  for  the  king's  anger  and  fear.      So  Jo- 
n.ithan  sent  for  David,  and  brought  him  good 
news  fi-om  his  fiuher.  that  he  was  to  be  pre- 
served.    Tie  also  brought  him  to  his  father; 
and  David  continued  \vith  the  king  as  for- 

merly.  ,  ., 

3  About  this  time  it  was  that,  upon  the 
Philistines  making  a  new  expedition  against 
the  HebrevTS.  Saul  sent  David  with  an  army 
to  fiehf  with  them  ;  and  joining  battle  »nth 
them  he  slew  many  of  them,  and  after  his  nr. 
tory  he  returned  to  the  king.  But  his  rtcep- 
t-pn  bv  Saul  was  not  as  he  expected  upon 
CBcfa  success,  for  he  was  grieved  at  his  ptos- 


peritv.  because  he  thonght  he  would  be  mor- 
dangiroue  to  him  bv  bann?  acted  so  plonoos- 
Iv-  but  when  the  demoniac-al  sp-.m  came 
upon  him.  and  put  him  into  disorder,  and 
disturbed  him,  he  called  f^r  Di.vid  into  his 
bed-chamber  wherein  he  lay  and  hanng  . 
spear  in  his  hand,  he  ordered  him  to  ch^ 
him  «-ith  playing  on  his  harp,  and  with  sing- 
ing hvmns;  which  when  Dand  did  at  his 
'command,  he  with  great  force  threw  the  siy»r 
at  him  ;  but  Dand  was  aware  of  it  before  it 
came,  and  avoided  it.  and  fled  to  his  own 
bfiuse.  and  abode  there  all  that  day 

4.    But  at  night  the  king  sent  offi^-t- »™ 
commanded  that  he  should  be  watched  tHl  the 
mornin-.  lest  he  should  get  quite  a«rv.  that 
:  he  m^irht  come  into  the  judgt.ent-ball,  and  so 
I  might"  be  delivered  up.  and  condemned   and 
slain.     But  when  M.chal.  I>>"'1  ^"^f«- ,'>! 
I  kine's  daughter,  understood  wh:.t  her  father 
I  designed,  she  c:ime  to  her  husband,  as  having 
small  hopes  cf  his  deliverance    and  as  greatly 
I  conrerneid  about  her  own  life  also,  for    she 
I  could  not  bear  lo  live  in  ease  she  were  deprived 
!  of  him  ;    and  she  sai.l.--  Let  not  the   sun 
'  find  thee  here  when  it  rises,  for  if  it  do.  that 
will  be  the  Ust  time  it  "ill  see  thee:  «y  away 
then  while  the  ni^ht  may  afford  the  opportum- 
,v.  and  may  God  lengthen  it  for  thy   sakel 
for  know  this,  that  if  my  father  find  thee,  thoa 
art  a  dead  man."     So  she  let  him  do«T.  by  » 
rord  out  of  the  window,  and  saved  him:  awl 
after  she  bad  done  so.  she  fitted  up  a  bed  for 
him  as  if  he  were  sick,   and  put  under  the 
bed-clothes  a  goat's  Uver;*   and  when   her 
father,  as  soon  as  it  was  day.  sent  to  seiM 
'  DaWd.  she  said  lo  those  that  were  there  Thrt 
he  had  not  been  well  that  night,  and  showed 
them  the  bed  covered,  and  made  them  believe, 
bv  the  leaping  of  the  liver   «^hich  caused  ib« 
h^d-clothes  to  move  also,  that  Da%nd  breathed 
like  one  that  ^vas  asthmatic    So  when  those 
that  were  sent  told  Saul  that  David  had  not 
been  well  in  the  night,  he  ordered  him  to  be 
brought  in  that  condirion.  for  he  intended  to 
kill    him       Now   when   they   came,  and  un- 
covered the  bed.  and  found  out  the  woman  s 
contrivance,  they  told  it  to  the   king;   and 
when  her  father  complained  of  her  that-she 
had  saved  hLs  enemy,  and  had  put  »  'fK-k  "P*"" 
himself,  she  invented  this  plausible  defenve 
tor  herself,  and  said.  That  when  he  threatened 
to  kill  her.  she  lent  him  her  ^=ast^ce  for 
h-3  preserv.ition.  out  of  fear;   for  which  ber 
assistance  she  ought  to  be  forgiven,  because 
i,  «-,s  not  done  of  her  own  free  choice,  hut 
outofneeessity:    "  For,  "  said  she,  •   I  do  not 
suppose  that  thou  wast  so  lealous  to  kill  thy 


iTX-.    !■.  W<  M  J,— pha«.  n-nd^nl  11»  \m:!  ft Itx  fat: 
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enemy,  as  thou  wast  that  I  should  be  saved." 
Acco'rdiiitly,  Saul  forgave  the  daqjsel;  hut 
David,  when  he  had  escaped  this  danger,  came 
to  the  prophet  Samuel  to  Ramah,  and  told 
him  what  snares  the  king  had  laid  for  him, 
and  how  he  was  very  near  to  death  by  Saul's 
throwing  a  spear  at  him,  although  he  had 
been  no  w-ay  guilty  with  relation  to  him,  nor 
had  he  been  cowardly  in  his  battles  with  bis 
enemies,  but  had  succeeded  well  in  them  all, 
by  God's  assistance;  which  thing  was  indeed 
the  cause  of  Saul's  hatred  to  David. 

5.  When  the  prophet  was  made  acquainted 
with  the  unjust  proceedings  of  the  king,  he 
left  the  city  Ramah,  and  took  Da\-id  with  him, 
to  a  certain  place  called  Naioth,  and  there  he 
abode  with  him.  But  when  it  was  told  Saul 
that  David  was  with  the  prophet,  he  sent  sol- 
diers to  him,  and  ordered  them  to  take  him, 
and  bring  him  to  him ;  and  when  they  came 
to  Samuel,  and  found  there  a  congregation  of 
prophets,  they  became  partakers  of  the  Di\-inc 
Spirit,  and  began  to  prophesy;  which  when 
Saul  heard  of,  he  sent  others  to  David,  who 
prophesying  in  like  manner  as  did  the  first,  he 
again  sent  others;  which  third  sort  prophesy- 
ing also,  at  hist  he  was  angry,  and  went  thither 
in  great  haste  himself;  and  when  he  was 
just  by  the  place,  Siunuel,  before  he  saw  him, 
made  him  prophesy  also.  And  when  ^Saul 
came  to  him,  he  was  disordered  in  mind,'  and 
under  the  vehement  agitation  of  a  spirit ;  and, 
putting  off  his  garments,!  he  fell  do\yn,  and 
lay  on  the  ground  all  that  day  and  night,  in 
the  presence  of  Samuel  and  David. 

6.  And  David  went  thence,  and  came  to 
Jonathan,  the  son  of  Saul,  and  lamented  to 
him  what  snares  were  laid  for  him  by  his 
father;  and  said,  that  though  he  had  been 
guilty  of  no  evil,  nor  had  offended  against 
him,  yet  he  was  very  zealous  to  get  him  killed. 
Hereupon  Jonathan  exhorted  him  not  to  give 
credit  to  such  liis  own  suspicions,  nor  to  the 
calumnies  of  those  that  raised  those  reports, 
if  there  were  any  that  did  so,  but  to  depend 

•  ThMt  Tioltnl  and  wUd  aptalioni  of  S«al  f«m  to 
DC  to  ha»e  been  no  other  than  rfemonucal;  and  Ihjl 
the  same  demon  which  used  to  seize  him,  since  lie  wm 
forsaken  of  God,  and  which  the  dmnc  hjmns  and 
psalms  which  were  sung  to  the  harp  by  David  used  to 
expel,  was  now  in  a  judicial  way  brought  upon  him,  m.t 
only  in  order  to  disappoint  his  intentions  against  inno- 
cent David,  but  to  expose  him  to  the  lauehter  and  con- 
tempt of  all  that  saw  lum,  or  heard  of  those  ajUali.nSi 
such  Tiolent  and  wild  afiutions  beini:  never  observed  in 
tnie  prophets  when  thev  were  under  the  inspiralion  of 
the  Spirit  of  God.  Our  other  copies,  which  say  the 
Spirit  of  God  came  upon  hitu,  seem  not  so  ruht  here  as 
Josephus's  copy,  which  mentions  nothinf  nf  God  al  all 
^o^  does  Josephus  seem  to  ascribe  thi»  impulse  and 
ecsiacy  of  Saul  to  any  other  than  to  his  old  demoniaral 
spirit,  which  on  all  accounts  appears  the  most  probiiblr. 
Nor  does  the  former  description  of  Saul's  real  inspiration 
by  the  Divine  SpiriU  1  Sam,  I,  9— la.-  AnUq,  b.  vi, 
cbap.  ir,  sect,  i,  which  was  before  he  w.ts  become 
wicted.  well  aeree  with  the  description   before  us. 

+  What  IS  meant  hy  Saul's  lyinB  down  naked  .,11  that 
dav.  and  all  that  nigbu  I  Sara  III  24.  and  whether  any 
more  than  lavini!  aside  nis  ro);il  apparel,  or  ulil-et  Kar- 
ments.  as  J  osephus  seems  to  understand  it,  is  by  no  means 
certain.     See  tbe  note  on  Antiq.  b.  viiu  co   l-S.  secL  2. 


on  him,  and  take  courage ;  for  that  his  fa. 
ther  had  no  such  intentions,  since  he  woiilti 
have  acquainted  him  with  that  matter,  i:iid 
have  taken  his  advice,  had  it  been  so,  as  ho 
used  to  consult  with  him  in  common  when  he 
acted  in  other  affairs.  Cut  David  sware  to 
him  that  so  it  was ;  and  he  desired  him  rathet 
to  believe  him,  and  to  provide  for  his  safety, 
than  to  despise  what  he,  with  great  sincerity, 
told  him:  that  he  would  believe  yvhitt  he  said, 
when  he  should  either  sec  him  killed  himself, 
or  learn  it  upon  inquiry  from  others:  and  that 
the  reason  why  his  father  did  tint  tell  him  of 
these  things,  was  this,  that  he  knew  of  the 
friendship  and  affection  that  he  bore  towards 
him. 

7,  Hereupon,  when  Jonathan  found  tha< 
this  intention  of  Saul  was  so  well  attested,  he 
asked  him  what  he  would  have  him  do  for 
him?  To  which  David  replied,  "  I  am  sen- 
sible that  thou  art  willing  to  gratify  me  in 
every  thing,  and  procure  me  what  I  desire. 
Now,  to-morrow  is  the  new  moon,  and  I  was 
accustomed  to  sit  down  then  with  the  king  at 
supper:  now,  if  it  seem  good  to  thee,  I  \viC 
go  out  of  the  city,  and  conceal  myself  pri. 
vately  there;  and'if  Saul  inquire  why  I  am 
absent,  tell  him  that  I  am  gone  to  my  own  city 
Bethlehem,  to  keep  a  festival  with  my  own 
tribe;  and  add  this  also,  that  thou  gavest  me 
leave  so  to  do.  And  if  he  say,  as  is  usually 
said  in  the  case  of  friends  that  are  gone  abroad, 
It  is  wcU  that  he  went,  then  assure  thyself  that 
no  latent  mischief  or  enmity  may  be  feared  at 


his  hand;  but  if  he  answer  otherwise,  that  will 
be  a  sure  sign  that  he  hath  some  designs  against 
me.  Accordingly  thou  sh'alt  inform  me  of  thy 
father's  inclinations;  and  that,  out  of  pity  to 
my  case  and  out  of  thy  friendship  for  me,  an 
instances  of  which  friendship  thou  hast  vouch- 
safed  to  accept  of  the  assurances  of  my  love 
to  thee,  and  to  give  the  like  assurances  to  me, 
that  is,  those  of  a  m-aster  to  his  servant;  but 
if  thou  discoverest  any  wickedness  in  me,  do 
thou  prevent  thy  father,  and  kill  me  thyself." 
8.  But  Jonathan  heard  these  last  words 
with  indignation,  and  promised  to  do  what  he 
desired  of  him,  and  to  inform  him  if  his  fa- 
ther's answer  implied  any  thing  of  a  melan- 
choly nature,  and  anyenmity  against  him.  And 
that  he  might  the  more  firmly  depend  upon 
him,  he  took  him  out  into  the  open  field,  into 
the  pure  air,  and  sware  that  he  would  neglect 
nothing  that  might  tend  to  the  preservation  of 
David;  and  he  said,  "  I  appeal  to  that  God, 
who,  as  thou  seest,  is  diffused  everywhere,  and 
knowcth  this  intention  of  mine,  before  I  ex- 
plain it  in  words,  as  the  witness  of  this  my 
covena;it  with  thee,  that  I  will  not  leave  off 
to  make  frequent  trials  of  the  purpose  of  my 
fatlier  till  1  learn  whether  there  he  any-lurkiiig 
distemper  in  the  most  secret  parts  of  his  soul; 
and  'ivlien  I  have  leanit  it,  I  will  not  conceal 
it  from  thee,  but  will  discover  it  to  thee, 
1  whether  he  be^geutly  orjpeevi'ihly  disgosed_;  t^ 
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thU  God  himself  knows,  that  I  pray  he  may 
.l«-avs  he  with  thee,  for  he  is  wth  thee  now, 
and  will  not  forsake  thee,  and  will  make  thee 
superior  to  thine  enemies,  whether  my  father 
be  one  of  them,  or  whether  I  myself  be  such. 
Do  thou  onlv  remember  what  we  now  rio; 
and  if  it  fall  6ut  that  I  die,  preserve  my  cbil- 
dren  alive,  and  requite  what  kindness  thou 
hast  now  received,  to  them."  ,^\ken  he  had 
thus  sworn,  be  dismissed  Dav.d,  biddmg  h>m 
KO  to  a  certain  place  of  that  phuii  wherein  he 
used  to  perform  his  exercises ;  for  that,  as 
soon  as  he  knew  the  mind  of  his  father,  he 
would  come  thither  to  him,  with  one  servant 
onlv:  •'  and  if,"  savs  be,  "  I  shoot  three  darts 
•t  the  mark,  and  then  hid  my  servant  to  carry 
these  three  darts  away,  for  they  arc  before  him 
_know  thou  that  there  is  no  iiiiBchiet  to  b 
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leaped  upon  him,  and  was  desirous  to  kill  hun. 
He  did  not  indeed  do  what  he  mtended  be- 
cause be  was  hindered  by  his  friends;  but  it 
appeared  plainly  to  his  son  that  he  hated  Da- 
vTand  ^eatlv  desired  to  dispatch  h.m  inso- 
Z'ch  that  he  had  almost  slain  bis  son  with  his 
own  hands  on  his  account.  . 

10  And  then  it  was  that  the  king  s  son 
ro.e  hastily  from  supper;  and  beinR  unable  to 
admit  any  thing  into  his  mouth  f°r  g"ef.  t« 
wept  all  night,  both  because  be  had  bimself 
been  near  destruction,  and  because  the  death 
of  David  was  determined;  but  as  soon  as  it 
was  dav.  he  went  out  into  the  plain  that  was 
before  ihe  city,  as  going  to  perform  h.s  exer- 
cises, but  in  reality  to  inform  bis  f"end  what 
disposition  his  father  was  in  towards  him,  as 
r,^;ow;j.ou  that  there  is  no.mi.hief  to  be  Jbe  W  agre^^ 

'"^    -  .'  J  .l,„lt  .T,;,.  co<-iiritv     turn  to 
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the  ki'iig.  However,  thou  shalt  gam  securitj 
by  mv  means,  and  shalt  by  no  means  suffer 
snv  harm;  but  see  thou  dost  not  forget  what 
I  have  desired  of  thee  in  the  time  of  thy  pros- 
perity, and  be  serviceable  to  my  children. 
Now  David,  when  he  had  received  tliese  as- 
surances from  Jonathan,  went  h.s  way  to  the 

olace  appointed. 

9.   But  on  the  next  day,  which  was  the  new 

moon,  the  king,  when  he  had  purified  himselt, 
as  the  custom  was.  came  to  supper;  and  when 
there  «at  bv  him  bis  son  Jonathan  on  his  right 
band,  and  Abncr,  the  captain  of  his  host,  on 
the  other  band,  he  saw  Davids  seatwasempty 
but  said  nothing,  supposing  that  be  bad  iwt 
purified    himself  since    he    had  accompanied 
with  his  wife,  and  so  could  not  be  present ; 
but  when  he  saw  tbat  be  was  not  there  the 
second  day  of  the  month  neither,  he  inquired 
of  his  son  Jonathan  why  the  son  of  Jesse  did 
not  come  to  the  supper  and  the  feast    neither 
the  dav  before  nor  that  day.      So  Jonathan 
said  tbit  he  was  gone,  according  to  the  agree- 
ment between  them,  to  his  own  city,  where 
his  tribe  kept  a  festival,  and  that  by  his  per- , 
mission  :  that  be  also  invited  him  to  come  to 
their  sacrifice ;  •'  »i>d,"  says  Jonathan. "  it  thou 
wilt  give  me  leave,  I  will  go  thither,  for  thou 
knowest  the  good- will  that  I  bear  him;     and 
then  it  was  that  Jonathan  understood  his  la- 
tber's  hatred  to  David,  and  plainly  saw  his 
entire  disposition  ;  for  Saul  could  not  restrain 
his  anger,  but  reproached  Jonathan,  and  called 
bim  the  son  of  a  runagate,  and  an   enemy  ; 
and  said  he  was  a  partner  with  David,  and  his 
assistant,  and  that  by  his  behaviour  he  showed 
he  had  no  regard  to  himself,  or  to  his  mother, 
and   would  not  be  persuaded  of  this,— tbat 
while  David  is  alive,  their  kingdom   was  not 
secure  to  them  ;   vet  did  he  hi.l  him  send  for 
bim.  that  be  might  be  punished :  and  when 
Jonathan    said    in  answer,    "  \V  hat  hath  he 
done  that  thou  wilt  punish  him?"     Saul  no 
longer  contented  himself  to  express  his  anger 
IB  hate  words,  but  snatched  up  his  spear,  and 


turn  to  the  citv ;  but  he  himself  went  into  the 
.lesert,  and  came  into  his  presence,  and  com- 
muned with  him.     So  David  appeared  and  fel 
at  Jonathan's  feet,  and  bowed  down  to  bim,  and 
called  him  the  preserver  of  his  soul;   but  Ue 
lifted  him  up  from  the  earth,  and  they  mutu- 
ally embraced  one  another,  and  made  a  long 
greeti.ig,  and  thit  not  without  tears.      They 
also  lamented  their  oge,  and  that  familiarity 
which  envy  would  deprive  them  of,  and  that 
separation  which  must  now  be  expected,  which 
seemed  to  them  no  better  than  death  itself. 
So  recollecting  themselves  at  length  from  their 
lamentation,  and  exhorting  one  another  to  be 
mindful  of  the  oaths  they  had  sworn  to  each 
other,  they  parted  asunder. 


CHAPTER  XIL 

HOW  DAVID  FLED  TO  AHIMELECH.  AND  AFTER- 
WASDS  TO  THE  KINGS  OF  THE  PHILISTISES. 
AND  OF  THE  MOABtTES ;  AND  HOW  SAUL 
SLEW  AHIMELECH  AND  HIS  FAMILY. 

S  1    BoT  David  fled  from  the  king,  and  that 
deaih  he  was  in  danger  of  by  him,  and  came 
to  the   citv   Nob,  to    Ahiraelech   the   priest, 
who    when  he  saw  bim  coming  all  alone,  ant 
neither  a  friend  nor  a  servant  with  him    h. 
wondered,  at  it,  and  desired  to  learn  of  hm 
the  cause  why  there  was  nobody  with  bim. 
To  which   David  answered,  Tbat  the  king 
had  commanded    him   to  do  »  ""-t^l"    '^J 
that  was  to  be  kept  secret,  to  which,  if  he  bad 
a  mind  to  know  so  much,  be  had  no  occasion 
for  any  one  to  accompany  him ;       however, 
1  have  ordered  mv  servants  to  meet  me  at 
such  and  such  a  place."    So  be  desired  him  to 
let  him  have  somewhat  to  eat ;  «"/ t^^t  m 
case  be  would  supply  him,  he  would  act  the 
part  of  a  friend,  and  be  assisting  to  the  busi- 
ness he  was  now  about:    and  when  he  had 
obtained  what  he  desired,  he  also  asked  him 
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wliether  he  fcad  aTiv  weapons  with  him.  either 
sword  or  spear.  Now  there  ^ntis  at  Nolt  a 
servant  of  Saul,  by  birth  a  Syrian,  whose  name 
was  I)oeg,  one  that  kept  the  king's  nitiles. 
The  high-priest  said  that  he  had  no  such 
weapons;  but.  he  added,  "  Here  is  the  sword 
of  Goliath,  which,  when  thou  hadst  slain  the 
Philistine,  thou  didst  dedicate  to  God." 

2.  When  Da\id  had  received  the  sword, 
he  fled  out  o(  the  country  of  the  Hebrews 
into  that  of  the  Philistines,  over  whirli  .\chish 
reigned;  and  when  the  king's  servants  knew 
him,  and  he  was  made  known  to  the  king 
himself,  the  servants  informing  him  that  he 
was  that  David  who  had  killed  many  ten 
thousands  of  the  Philistines,  Dand  was  afiaid 
lest  the  king  should  put  him  to  death,  and 
that  he  should  experience  that  danger  from 
him  which  he  had  escaped  from  Saul;  so  he 
pretended  to  be  distracted  and  mad,  so  that 
his  spittle  ran  out  of  his  month  ;  and  be  did 
other  the  like  actions  before  the  king  of  Gath, 
which  might  make  him  believe  that  they  pro- 
ceeded from  such  a  distemper.  Accordingly, 
the  king  was  very  angry  at  his  servants  that 
they  had  brought  him  a  madman,  and  he  gave 
orders  that  they  should  eject  David  imme- 
diately [out  of  the  city]. 

3.  So  when  David  had  escaped  in  this 
iranncr  out  of  Gath,  he  came  to  the  tribe  of 
Jiidah,  and  abode  in  a  cave  by  the  city  of 
Adullam.     Then  it  was  that  he  seirt  to  his 

.  brethren,  and  informed  them  where  he  was, 
n'ho  then  came  to  him  with  all  their  kindred, 
and  as  many  others  as  were  either  in  want  or 
in  fear  of  king  Saul,  came  and  made  a  body 
together,  and  told  him  they  were  ready  to 
obey  bis  orders;  they  were  in  all  about  four 
hundred.  Whereupon  he  took  courage,  now 
such  a  force  and  assistance  was  come  to  him; 
so  he  removed  thence,  and  came  to  the  king 
of  the  Moabites,  and  desired  him  to  entertain 
his  parents  in  his  country  while  the  issue  of 
his  affairs  were  in  such  an  uncertain  condition. 
The  king  granted  him  this  favour,  and  paid 
great  respect  to  David's  parents  all  the  time 
they  were  with  bini. 

4.  As  tbr  himself,  npon  the  prophet's  com- 
manding hi.a  to  leave  the  desert,  and  to  go 
into  the  portion  of  the  fribe  of  v^udah,  and 
abide  there,  he  complied  ther-mih ;  acd  com- 
ing to  the  city  K.'jreth,  whicii  w-JS  in  that 
tribe,  he  remained  there.  Now  when  Saul 
beard  that  David  had  been  seen  with  a  multi- 
tude about  him,  he  fell  into  no  smai".  disti^-- 
bance  and  trouble;  but  as  he  knew  that  David 
was  a  bold  and  courageous  man,  he  suspected 
that  somewhat  e.vtraotdinary  would  appear 
from  him,  and  that  openly  zho,  which  would 
make  him  weep  and  put  him  hito  distress; 
so  he  called  together  to  him  liis  friends,  and 
his  commanders,  and  the  tribe  from  which  he 
was  himself  derived,  to  the  hill  where  his  pa- 
lace was;  and  sitting  upon  a  place  called 
A^ou^^  his  courtiers  that  were  in  dignities, 


and  the  guards  of  his  body,  being  with  him', 
be  spake  thus  to  them:  —  "You  that  are  me- 
of  mv  own  tribe,  1  conclude  that  you  remem- 
ber the  benefits  that  I  have  bestowed  upon 
you,  and  that  1  have  made  some  of  you 
owners  of  land,  and  made  yoi  commanders, 
and  bestowed  posts  of  honour  upon  you,  and 
set  some  of  you  over  the  connnoa  people,  and 
others  over  the  soldiers;  1  ask  you,  thercfoie. 
Whether  you  e.xpect  greater  and  more  ilona- 
tions  from  the  son  of  Jesse?  fur  1  know  that 
you  are  all  inclinable  to  him  (even  my  own 
son  Jonathan  himself  is  of  that  opinion,  and 
persuades  you  to  be  of  the  same);  for  1  am 
not  unacquainted  with  the  oatlis  and  the  cove- 
nants that  arc  between  him  and  Da«d,  and 
that  Jonathan  is  a  counsellor,  aiul  an  assistant 
to  those  that  i-onspire  against  me,  ami  none  of 
you  are  <oni*emed  about  these  things,  but  you 
keep  silence  and  wat^h,  to  see  what  will  be 
the  upshot  of  these  things."  When  the  king 
had  ma<le  this  speech,  not  one  of  the  rest  of 
those  that  were  present  made  any  answer; 
Imt  Doeg  the  Syrian,  who  fed  his  mules,  said, 
that  he  saw  David  when  he  came  to  the  city 
Nob  to  Ahimelech  the  high-priest,  and  that 
be  learned  future  events  by  his  prophesying; 
that  he  received  food  from  him,  and  the 
sword  of  G<»hath,  and  was  conducted  by  him 
with  security  to  such  as  be  desired  to  go  to. 

5.  Saul,  therefore,  sent  for  the  high-priest, 
and  for  all  his  kin<ired,  and  said  to  them, 
"  What  terrible  or  ungrateful  thing  bast  thou 
suffered  from  me,  that  thou  hast  received  the 
son  of  Jesse,  ancl  hast  bestowed  on  him  both 
food  and  weapons,  when  he  was  contri\-ing 
to  get  the  kingdom! — and  farther.  Why  didst 
thou  deliver  oracles  to  him  concerning  futu- 
rities?  for  thou  couldst  not  be  unacquainted 
that  he  was  fled  away  from  me,  and  that  he 
hated  my  family."  15ut  the  high-priest  did 
not  betake  himself  to  deny  what  he  had  done, 
but  confessed  boldly  that  he  had  supplied  him 
with  these  things,  not  to  gratify  David,  but 
Saul  himself:  and  he  said,  "  I  did  not  know 
that  he  was  thy  adversary,  but  a  servant  of 
thine,  who  was  very  taithful  to  thee,  and  a 
captain  over  a  thousand  of  thy  soWiers,  and, 
what  is  more  than  these,  thy  son-in-law  and 
kinsman.  Men  do  not  choose  to  confer  such 
favours  on  their  adversaries,  but  on  those  who 
are  esteemed  to  bear  the  highest  good-will 
and  respect  to  them.  Nor  is  this  the  first 
time  that  I  prophesied  for  him,  but  I  have 
done  it  often,  and  at  other  times,  as  well  as 
row.  And  when  he  told  me  that  he  ^^-as 
sent  t^  thee  in  great  haste  to  do  somewhat,  il 
I  hsd  furnished  him  with  nothing  that  be  de- 
sired, 1  should  have  tbougbt  that  it  was  rather 
in  conxradicticn  to  thee  thar  to  him;  where- 
fore do  not  thoit  elite,  tain  trrj  it"  opinion  of 
me,  nor  do  thou  have  a  suspicio"'  c*"  what  I 
then  thought  an  act  of  humanity,  iVoir  what 
is  now  told  thee  of  Darid's  attempts  aK-«ii,s» 
thee,  for   I  did  then  to  him  ils  to  tty  {rv4 
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and   son-in-law,  and  captain  of  a   thousand, 
nnJ  not  aa  to  thine  adversary." 

C.  When  the  hig:h-priest  had  spoken  thus, 
he  did  not  persuade  Saul,  bis  fear  was  go 
premlent,  that  he  could  not  pive  credit  to  an 
apolofry  that  wag  very  just.  So  be  commanded 
hi8  armed  men  that  stood  about  him  to  kill 
him,  and  all  bis  kindred  ;  but  as  they  durst 
not  touch  the  hig'b-priest,  hut  were  more 
afraid  of  disobeying  God  than  the  king,  be 
ordered  Doeg  the  Syrian  to  kill  them.  Ac- 
cordingly, be  took  to  bis  assistance  such 
wicked  men  as  were  like  himself,  and  slew 
Ahimelech  and  all  his  family,  who  were  in  all 
three  hundred  and  eighty-five.  Saul  also 
sent  to  Noh,*  the  city  of  the  priests,  and  slew 
all  that  were  there,  without  sparing  either 
women  or  children,  or  any  other  age.  and 
b'trnt  it ;  only  there  was  one  son  of  Ahime- 
lech, whose  name  wasAhiatbar,  who  escaped. 
However,  these  things  came  to  pass  as  God 
had  foretold  to  Eli  the  high-priest,  when  be 
said  that  his  posterity  should  be  destroyed,  on 
account  of  the  tran$gressiun  of  bis  two  sons. 

7.  t  ^ow  this  king  Saul,  by  perpetrating' 
60  barbarous  a  crime,  and  murdering  the 
whole  f.tmily  of  the  high-priestly  dignity,  by 
having  no  pity  of  the  infants,  nor  reverence 
for  the  aged,  and  by  overthrowing  the  city 
which  God  bad  chosen  for  the  property,  and 
for  the  support  of  the  priests  and  prophets 
which  were  there,  and  had  ordained  as  the 
only  city  allotted  for  th«  education  of  such 
men,  gives  all  to  understand  and  consider  the 
disposition  of  men,  that  while  they  are  private 
persons,  and  in  a  low  condition,  because  it 
is  not  in  their  power  to  indulge  nature,  nor 
to  venture  upon  what  they  wish  for,  they  are 
equitable  and  moderate,  and  pursue  nothing 
but  what  is  just,  and  bend  their  whole  minds 
and  labours  that  way  :  then  it  is  that  they 
have  this  belief  about  God,  that  he  is  present  to 

•  Thii  f  ily  Noh  was  not  a  city  allotted  to  tlvt  priMts. 
nor  haH  Ihr  pniptipts.  that  we  know  of,  any  particular 
citiPB  ail'tl'fd  thpiii.  It  Rixms  the  tahernaclc  »a»  now 
at  Ni)h.  ar.fl  prohnhly  a  whoot  of  the  propheti  was  here 
■  Ifto.  It  van  riill  two  davs*  journey  on  foot  from  Jern- 
■alrm.  I  ""am.  xxi  .^  The  ouraUt-r  of  priests  here  slain 
in  Jo^iephiis.  is  three  hiiiidred  and  eight>-five,  and  Init 
eif;hty-five  \n  our  Hehrew  copies;  vet  are  they  three 
hundred  and  five  in  the  septuusmt,  \  prefer  Josepliuit's 
niiDiher,  the  Ilt-brew  h-ivinCi  I  suppose,  only  limpped 
the  hundreds,  thi*  other  the  tens.  This  ciiy  Nob  seems 
lo  have  been  the  chii-f,  or  perhaps  the  only  seat  of  the 
ramily  of  llhamar,  wliicli  here  pcrUhed.  according  to 
fJiirl'B  former  terrible  thrpateninfis  to  Eli.  I  >i?im.  ii.  27 
— 5t>;  iii.  II  — 18      See  chap.  x'w.  sect   9.  her^aftrr. 

t  Tbis  SfClion  contains  an  adDiirable  reflection  of  Jo- 
s'-phtts  concern: Oi!  the  iceoeral  wickednef9of  mt-n  in  i^n^at 
authurtly.  and  the  danirer  they  are  in  of  rejeclin?  th;it  re- 
gard to  jnMice  and  humanity,  to  I  livine  Providence  atid 
the  fear  of  God.  which  they  either  really  had,  or  pre- 
trnded  lo  have,  while  they  wt-re  in  a  lower  condition, 
(t  '".in  never  be  too  often  penised  by  kinps  and  freat  men. 
nor  hy  it)09e  who  eTpect  to  oblaio  siirh  elevated  dii;nilies 
itnong  roankiiid.  See  the  like  reflections  of  our  Josr- 
ph'is.  Antiq.  h.  vii  ch  i.  sect  5.  at  the  end;  and  b.  viii. 
rh,  X.  sect  2.  nf  the  beginning.  They  are  to  the  'ike 
pG'port  with  one  branch  ot  Acpir's  prayer;  '-  One  thin' 
)ia»e  I  rriprred  of  tbee.dfnv  it  tiie  uol  i<ff.tre  1  die.  <iive 
n^e  not  rifhes,  lest  I  be  fiili.  and  deny  thee,  and  lay, 
•to  U  the  Lord  ?*•     ProT.  xxx.  7,  8, 9. 


all  iht'  actions  of  their  lives,  and  that  he  doe& 
not  only  see  the  actions  that  are  done,  but 
clearly  knows  those  their  thoughts  also, 
whence  those  actions  do  arise:  but  when  once 
they  are  advanced  into  power  and  authority, 
then  they  put  off  all  such  notions,  and,  as  if 
they  were  no  others  than  actors  upon  a 
theatre,  their  disguised  parts  and  manners 
and  take  up  boldness,  insolence,  and  a  con- 
tempt of  both  human  and  divine  laws,  and 
this  at  a  time  when  they  especially  stand  in 
need  of  piety  and  rightcousnuss,  because  they 
are  then  most  of  all  exposed  to  envv,  and  all 
they  think  and  all  they  say  are  in  the  view  of 
all  men ;  then  it  is  that  they  become  ii^o  inso- 
lent in  their  actions,  as  though  God  saw  them 
no  longer,  or  were  afraid  of  them  because  of 
their  power:  and  whatsoever  it  is  thai  they 
either  are  afraid  of  by  the  rumours  they  hear, 
or  they  hate  by  inclination,  or  they  love  with- 
out reason,  thet$e  seem  to  them  to  be  authen- 
tic, and  firm,  and  true,  and  pleasing  both  to 
men  and  to  God;  but  as  to  what  will  come 
hereafter,  they  have  not  the  least  regard  to  it. 
They  raise  those  to  honour  indeed  who  have 
been  at  a  great  deal  of  pains  for  them,  and 
after  that  honour  they  envy  them;  and  when 
they  have  brought  them  into  high  dignity, 
they  do  not  only  deprive  them  of  what  they 
bad  obtained,  but  also  on  that  very  account 
of  their  lives  also,  and  that  on  wicked  accu- 
sations, and  such  as  on  account  of  their  ex-  . 
travagant  nature  are  incredible.  They  also 
punish  men  for  their  actions,  not  such  as  de- 
serve condemnation,  but  from  calumnies  and 
accusations  without  examination;  and  this 
extends  not  only  to  such  as  deserve  to  be  pun- 
ished, but  to  as  many  as  they  are  able  to 
kill.  Tbis  reflection  is  openly  confirmed  to 
us  from  the  example  of  Saul,  the  son  of 
Kisb,  who  was  the  tirst  king  who  reigned  af- 
ter our  aristocracy  and  government  under  the 
judges  were  over;  and  th^it  by  his  slaughter 
of  three  hundred  priests  and  prophets,  on  oc- 
casion of  his  suspicion  about  Ahimelech,  and 
by  the  additional  wickedness  of  the  overthrow 
of  their  city,  Hiid  this  as  if  he  were  endeavour- 
ing in  some  sort  to  render  the  temple  [taber- 
nacle] destitute  both  ot  priests  and  prophets; 
which  endeavour  he  showed  by  slaving  so 
many  of  them,  and  not  suffering  the  very  city 
belonging  to  them  to  remi?in,  that  no  others 
might  succeed  them. 

8.  But  Abiath.ir.  the  son  of  Ahimelech, 
who  alone  could  i)c  s;i*ed  out  of  the  family 
of  priests  slain  by  Siuil,  fled  to  David,  and 
informed  him  of  the  calamity  that  had  befallen 
Their  family,  and  of  the  slaughter  of  bis  fa- 
iher:  who  hereupon  said.  He  was  not  un- 
iipprizf'd  of  what  would  follow  with  relation 
to  them  when  he  saw  Doeg  there;  for  he 
had  then  a  su-picion  that  the  high-priest 
wotild  be  falselv  iicnised  itv  him  to  the  king; 
and  he  blamed  hiiiisi*lf  as  having  been  the 
cause  of  this  misfortune.     But  he  desired  bina 
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to  f*ay  ttere,  and  al>ide  with  him,  as  in  a 
p'jirp  where  he  might  be  better  concealed  than 
Bnvwhere  iueo. 


CHAPTER  XIIL 

now    I>\VID,  ■WHEV   HE  HAD  TWICE  THE    OP- 
'        POB.TUSITY  OF  KILLING  S.\fL,  DID  NOT  KILL 
HIM.       ALSO,  CONCERNING    THE    DEATH   OF 
SAMUEL  AND  NABAL. 

§  1 .  Abott  this  time  it  \vas  that  David  heard 
how  the  Philistines  had  made  an  inroad  into 
the  country  of  Keilab,  and  robbed  it;  so  he 
offered  himself  to  tight  against  them,  if  God, 
when  he  should  be  consulted  by  the  prophet, 
would  grant  him  the  Nictory.  And  when  the 
prophet  said  that  God  gave  a  signal  of  victory, 
he  made  a  sudden  onset  upon  the  PhiUstines 
with  his  companions,  and  he  shed  a  great  deal 
of  their  blood,  and  carried  off  their  prey,  and 
staid  with  the  inhabitants  of  Keilah  till  they  bail 
5erurely  gathered  in  their  corn  and  their  fruits. 
However,  it  was  told  Saul  the  king  that  David 
was  nith  the  men  of  Keilah;  for  what  had 
been  done,  and  the  great  success  that  had 
attended  him^were  not  confined  among  the 
people  where  the  things  were  done,  but  the 
fame  of  it  went  all  abroad,  and  came  to  the 
bearing  of  others,  and  both  the  fact  as  it  stood 
and  the  author  of  the  fact,  were  carried  to  the 
king's  ears.  Then  was  Saul  glad  when  he 
beard  David  was  in  Keilah :  and  he  said,  "God 
hath  now  put  him  into  my  bands,  since  he  hath 
obliged  hiin  to  come  into  a  city  that  hath  walls, 
and  gates,  and  bars ;"  so  he  commanded  all 
the  people  to  set  upon  Keilah  suddenly,  and, 
when  they  had  besieged  and  taken  it,  to  kill 
Djvid.  Rut  when  David  perceived  this,  and 
learned  of  God  that  if  he  staid  there  the  men 
of  Keilah  would  deliver  him  up  to  Saul,  he 
took  bis  four  hundred  men  and  retired  into  a 
desert  that  was  over  against  a  city  called  Eii- 
gedi.  So  that  when  the  king  beard  he  was 
Hed  away  from  the  men  of  Keilab,  be  left  oil 
bis  expedition  acainst  hira. 

2.  Then  Dand  removed  thence,  and  came 
to  a  certain  place  railed  the  New  Place,  be- 
longing to  Ziph  ;  where  Jonathan,  the  son  of 
Saul,  came  to  him.  and  saluted  him,  and  ex- 
horted him  to  be  of  good  courage,  and  to  hope 
well  as  to  his  condition  hereafter,  and  not  to 
despond  at  his  present  circumstances,  for  that 
he  should  be  king,  and  have  all  the  forces  of 
the  Hebrews  under  him:  he  told  bim  that 
such  happiness  uses  to  come  with  great  labour 
and  pains:  they  also  took  oaths,  that  they 
would,  all  their  lives  long,  continue  in  good- 
will and  fidelity  one  to  another;  and  he  called 
God  to  witness  as  to  what  execrations  he  had 
made  upon  himself  if  he  should  transgress  his 
covenant,  and  should  change  to  a  contrary  be- 
haWour.  So  Jonpthan  left  him  there,  haWng 
rendei  ed  'us  cares  and  fears  somewhat  lighter. 


and  returned  home.  Now  the  mfn  of  Zipb, 
to  gratify  Saul,  informed  him  that  Da  rid  abode 
with  them,  and  [assured  him]  that  if  he  would 
come  to  them,  they  would  deliver  him  up,  for 
that  if  the  king  would  seize  on  the  straits  of 
Ziph,  Da\nd  would  not  escape  to  any  other 
people.  So  the  king  commended  them,  and 
confessed  that  he  had  reason  to  thank  thorn, 
because  they  had  given  him  information  of 
his  enemy;  and  he  promised  them,  that  it 
should  not  be  long  ere  he  would  requite  their 
kindness.  He  also  sent  men  to  seek  for  David, 
and  to  search  the  wilderness  wherein  he  was; 
and  he  promised  that  he  himself  would  follow 
them.  Accordingly  they  went  before  the  king, 
to  hunt  for  and  to  catch  David,  and  used  en- 
deavours not  only  to  show  their  good- will  to 
Saul,  by  informing  him  where  his  enemy  was, 
but  to  eridence  the  same  more  plainly  by  de- 
livering him  up  into  bis  power.  But  these 
men  failed  of  those  their  unjust  and  wicked 
desires,  who,  while  they  underwent  no  hazard 
by  not  discovering  such  an  ambition  of  reveal- 
ing this  to  Saul,  yet  did  they  falsely  accuse 
and  promise  to  deliver  up  a  man  beloved  of 
God,  and  one  that  was  unjustly  sought  after 
to  be  put  to  death,  and  one  that  might  other- 
wise have  lain  concealed,  and  this  out  of  flat- 
tery, and  expectation  of  gain  from  the  king; 
for  when  David  was  apprised  of  the  maUgnant 
intentions  of  the  men  of  Ziph,  and  the  approach 
of  Saul,  he  left  the  Straits  of  that  country,  and 
fled  to  the  great  rock  that  was  in  the  wilder- 
ness of  Maon. 

3.  Hereupon  Saul  made  haste  to  pursue 
him  thither;  for,  as  he  was  marching,  he 
learned  that  David  was  gone  away  from  the 
Straits  of  Ziph,  and  Saul  removed  to  the  other 
side  of  the  rock.  But  the  report  that  the 
Philistines  had  again  made  an  incursion  into 
the  country  of  the  Hebrews,  called  Saul  ano- 
ther  way  from  the  pursuit  of  David,  when 
be  was  ready  to  be  caught ;  for  he  returned 
back  again  to  oppose  those  Philistines,  who 
were  naturally  their  enemies,  as  judging  it 
more  necessary  to  avenge  himself  of  them 
than  to  take  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  catch  an 
enemy  of  his  own,  and  to  overlook  the  ra^-uge 
that  was  made  in  the  land. 

4.  And  by  this  means  David  unexpectedly 
escaped  out  of  the  danger  he  was  in,  and  came 
to  the  Straits  of  Engedi ;  and  when  Saul  had 
driven  the  Philistines  out  of  the  land,  there 
came  some  messengers,  who  told  him  that 
David  abode  within  the  bounds  of  Engedi; 
-0  he  took  three  thousand  chosen  men  that 

vere  armed,  and  made  haste  to  him;  and 
ihen  he  was  not  far  from  those  places,  he 
^aw  a  deep  and  hollow  cave  by  the  way-side; 
•  t  was  open  to  a  great  length  and  breadth,  and 
here  it  was  that  David  «ith  his  four  hundred 
men  were  concealed.  AVben  therefore  he  had 
occasion  to  ease  nature,  he  entered  into  it  by 
Lunself  aJone;  and  being  seen  by  one  of  Da- 
vid's companions,  and  he  that  saw  him  saying 
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to  bim  that  he  had  now,  by  God's  providence, 
an  opportumtv  of  nvenpin^  himself  of  his  ad- 
versarv:  and  advisinc  him  to  cut  off  his  head, 
and  so'de1n-er  himself  out  of  that  tedious  wan- 
dering condition,  and  the  distress  he  was  in, 
he  rose  up  and  only  cut  off  the  skirt  of  that 
garment  which  Saul  had  on;  hut  he  soon  re- 
pented of  what  he  had  done  ;  and  said  it  was 
Jiot  ripht  to  kill  him  that  was  his  master,  and 
o-e  whom  God  had  thoURht  worthy  of  the 
kingdom:  "for  that  although  he  were  wickedly 
disposed  towards  us,  yet  docs  it  not  l.eliove 
mc  to  he  so  disposed  to«-ards  him."    But  when 
Saul  had  left  the  cave,  David  came  near  and 
cried  out  aloud,  and  desired  Saul  to  hear  him ; 
whereupon  the  king  tu-ned  his  face  hack,  and 
David,  according  to  custom,  fell  down  on  his 
face  hefore  the  king,  and  howed  to  him;  and 
said    ••  O  king,  thou  oughtest  not  to  hearken 
to  wcked  men,  nor  to  such  as  forge  calum- 
nies, nor  to  gratilV  them  so  far  as  to  believe 
v.-h«t  tUcy  say,  nor  to  entertain  suspicions  of 
such  as  are  your  best  friends,  hut  to  judge  of 
the  dispositions  of  all  men  by  their  actions  ; 
for  calumny  deludes  men,  but  men  s  own  .ac- 
tions are  a  clear  demonstration  of  their  kind- 
ness.    Words  indeed,  in   their  own   nature, 
may  be  cither  true  or  false,  hut  men's  actions 
expose  their  intentions  nakedly  to  our  view. 
By  these,  therefore,  it  will  he  well  fur  thee  to 
believe  me,  as  to  mv  regard  to  thee  and  to  thy 
bouse,  and  not  to  believe  those  that  frame  such 
Bc-usations  against  me  as  never  came  into  my 
mind,  nor  are  possible  to  be  executed,  and  do 
this  farther   by   pursuing  after  my  life,  and 
have  no  concern  either  day  or  night,  but  how 
to  compass  mv  life  and  to  murder  me,  which 
thing  I  think  Ihou  dost  unjustly  prosecute; 
for  howcomes  it  about  that  thou  hast  embraced 
this   false  opinion   about   me,   as  if  I   had  a 
desire  to  kill  thee?— or  bow  canst  thou  escape 
the  crime  of  impietv  towards  God.  when  thou 
wishest  thou  couldst  kill,  and  dccmcst  thine 
adversary  a  man  wlio  had  it  in  his  power  this 
day  to  avenge  himself,  and  to   punish  thee 
but  would  not  do  it?  — nor  make  use  of  sucb 
an  opportunity,  \vhich,  if  it  had  fallen  out  to 
thee  against  me.  thou  hadst  not  let  it  slip,  for 
*hen   I  cut  off  the  skirt  of  thy  garment    I 
could  have  done  the  same  to  thy  bead."     So 
be  showed  him  the  piece  of  hie  garment,  and 
thereby   made    him    agree    to   what    he   said 
to  he  true;  and  added,  "  I,  for  certain,  have 
abstained   from   taking  a  just  revenge   upon 
thue    yet  art  thou  not  ashamed  to  prosecute 
me  with  unjust  hatred.'      May  God  do  jus- 
tise  and  determine  about  each  of  our  disposi- 
tions!"—But  Saul  was  amazed  at  the  strange 
delivery  he  had  received;  and,  being  greatly 
affected  with  the  moderation  and  the  disposi- 

•  TtM  phniM  in  DaTia-i  »peMh  to  Siul,  IS  Mt  down 
In  JoMphus.  th.t  he  li«d  mh»t»ine'l  from  just  rtverBf, 
p"  ,.T°  in  min-t  of  Ihe  like  ..onl,  m  Ihp  Apo..ol,r-.l 
^."..Timlon..  b.  Tii.  ch.  ii.  ••  TK.;  revenee  ..not  ev.l, 
but  tbAl  pati«  irore  hoDoural'.e 


tion  of  the  young  man,  he  groaned;  and  w'oen 
David  had  done  the  same,  the  king  answereu 
that   he    had   the  justest  occasion  to  groar., 
'•  for  thou  hast  been  the  author  of  good  to 
me,  as  I  have  been  the  author  of  calamity  to 
thee ;    and  thou  hast  demonstrated  this  day, 
that  thou  possessest  the  righteousness  of  the 
ancients,  who  determined  that  men  ought  to 
save  their  enemies,  though  they  caught  them 
in  a  desert  place.     I  am  now  persuaded  that 
God  reserves  the  kingdom  for  thee,  and  that 
thou  wilt  obtain  the  dominion  over  all  the 
Hebrews.     Give   me   then   assurances   upon 
oath.  That  thou  wilt  not  root  out  my  family, 
nor,  out  of  remembrance  of  what  evil  1  have 
done  thee,  destroy  my  posterity,  but  save  arid 
preserve  my  house."     So  David  sware  as  ha 
desired,  and  sent  back  Saul  to  his  own  king, 
dom :  but  he,  and  those  that  were  with  him, 
went  up  the  Straits  of  Mnstheroth. 

5.  About  this  time  Samuel  the  prophet 
died.  He  was  a  man  whom  the  Hebrews  ho- 
noured  in  an  extraordinary  degree;  for  that 
lamentation  which  the  people  made  for  him. 
and  this  during  a  long  time,  manifested  his 
virtue  and  the  alTection  which  the  people  bore 
f,.r  bini;  as  also  did  the  solemnity  and  concern 
1  that  appeared  about  his  funeral,  and  about  the 
I  complete  observation  of  all  his  funeral  rites. 
They  buried  him  in  his  own  city  of  Rainab ; 
and  wept  f.)r  him  a  very  great  number  of  days 
not  looking  on  it  as  a  sorrow  for  the  death  ot 
another  man,  but  as  that  in  which  they  were 
everv  one  themselves  concerned.  He  was  a 
righteous  man,  and  gentle  in  his  nature ;  and 
on  that  account  he  was  very  dear  to  God. 
Now  he  governed  and  presided  over  the  peo- 
ple alone,  after  the  death  of  Eli  the  h.gh- 
nriest  twelve  vears,  and  eighteen  years  toge- 
ther with  Saul' the  king.  Aid  thus  we  have 
finished  the  history  of  Samuel. 

6.  There  was  a  man  that  was  a  Ziphite,  of 
the  city  of  Maon,  who  was  rich,  and  haii  u 
vast  number  of  cattle  ;  for  he  fed  a  flock  of 
three  thousand  sheep,  and  another  flock  of  a 
thousand  goats.  Now  David  had  chargf  d  hi- 
associates  to  keep  these  flocks  without  hurt 
and  without  damage,  and  to  do  them  no  mis- 
chief, neither  out  of  covetousness.  nor  because 


Ihcy  were  in  waAnor  because  they  were 
the' wilderness,  aiidso  could  not  easily  he  dis- 
covered, but  to  esteem  freedom  from  injustice 
above  all  other  motives,  and  to  look  upon  the 
touching  of  what  belonged  to  another  man  as 
a  horrible  crime,  and  contrary  to  the  will  of 
God  These  were  the  instructions  he  gave, 
thinking  that  the  favours  he  granted  this  man 
were  granted  to  a  good  man,  and  one  that  de- 
served to  have  sucb  care  taken  of  his  atfairs. 
This  man  was  Nabal,  for  that  was  his  name 
—  a  harsh  man,  and  of  a  very  wicked  life; 
being  like  a  cvnic  in  the  course  of  his  beha- 
viour, but  still  had  obtained  for  his  wife  a  wo- 
man  of  a  good  character,  wise  and  handsome. 
To  this  Nabal,  therefore,  David  sent  tan  meo 
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U  his  attendants  at  the  time  when  he  sheared  1  thee  from  shedding  human  blood;  for  so  long 


nis  sheep,  and  by  them  saluted  him ;  and  also 
w-ii-Ued  he  might  do  what  he  now  did  for  niany 
years  to  come,  but  desired  him  to  make  him  a 
present  of  what  he  was  able  to  give  him,  since 
he  had,  to  be  sure,  learned  from  his  shepherds 
tiiut  we  had  done  them  no  injury,  but  had  been 
tbtir  guardians  a  long  time  together,  while  we 
continued  in  the  wilderness;  and  he  assured 
him  he  should  never  repent  of  giving  any 
thing  to  David.  When  the  messengers  had 
carried  this  message  to  Nabal,  he  accosted 
them  after  an  inhuman  and  rough  manner; 
for  he  asked  them  who  Darid  was?  and  when 
hi-  heard  that  he  %Tas  the  son  of  Jesse,  he  said, 
"  Now  is  the  time  that  fugitives  grow  inso- 
lent, and  make  a  figure,  and  leave  their  mas- 
ters." When  they  told  David  this,  he  was 
wroth,  and  commanded  four  hundred  armed 
nn.n  to  follow  him,  and  left  two  hundred  to 
take  care  of  the  stuff  (for  he  had  already  six 
hundred'),  and  went  against  Nabal:  he  also 
swore  that  he  would  that  night  utterly  destroy 
the  whole  house  and  possessions  of  Nabal ; 
for  that  he  was  grieved,  not  only  that  he  had 
proved  ungrateful  to  them,  without  making 
any  retuni  for  the  humanity  they  had  shown 
him,  but  that  be  bad  also  reproached  them, 
and  used  ill  language  to  them,  when  he  hod 
receired  no  cause  of  disgust  from  them. 

7.  Hereupon  one  of  those  that  kept  the 
flocks  of  Nabal,  said  to  his  mistress,  Nabal's 
wife,  tbat  when  David  sent  to  her  husband  he 
had  received  no  civil  answer  at  all  from  him., 
but  that  her  husband  bad  moreover  added  very 
reproachful  language,  while  yet  David  had 
taken  extraordinary  care  to  keep  his  flocks 
from  harm,  and  that  what  bad  passed  would 
prove  very  pernicious  to  his  master.  When 
the  servant  had  said  this,  Abigail,  for  that  was 
his  wife's  name,  saddled  her  asses,  and  loaded 
them  with  all  sorts  of  presents;  and,  without 
telling  her  husband  any  thing  of  what  she  was 
about  (for  be  was  not  sensible  on  account  of 
his  drunkenness),  she  went  to  Darid.  She 
was  then  met  by  David  as  she  was  descending 
a  hill,  who  was  coming  against  Nabal  with 


as  thou  keepest  thyself  innocent,he  will  8'en(ii 
thee  of  wicked  men,t  for  what  miseries  awnit 
Nabal,  they  will  fall  upon  the  heads  of  thine 
enemies.  Be  thou  gracious  to  me,  and  think 
me  so  far  worthy  as  to  accept  of  these  presents 
from  me;  and,  out  of  regard  to  me,  remit  tbat 
wrath  and  that  anger  which  thou  hast  against 
my  husband  and  his  house,  for  mildness  and 
humanity  become  thee,  especially  as  thou  art 
to  be  our  king."  Accordingly  David  accepted 
her  presents,  and  said,  "  Nay,  but,  O  woman, 
it  was  no  other  than  God's  mercy  which 
brought  thee  to  us  to-day ;  for,  otherwise,  thou 
hadst  never  seen  another  day,  1  having  sworn 
to  destroy  Nabal's  house  this  very  night,  J  an^ 
to  leave  ahve  not  one  of  you  who  belonged  t» 
a  man  that  was  nncked  and  ungrateful  to  me 
and  my  companions;  but  now  hast  thou  pre- 
vented me,  and  seasonably  molified  my  an- 
ger, as  being  thyself  under  the  care  of  God's 
prondence:  but  as  for  Nabal,  although  for  thy 
sake  he  now  escape  punishment,  he  will  not 
always  avoid  justice;  for  his  evil  conduct,  on 
some  other  occasion,  will  be  his  ruin." 

8.  When  David  had  sjiid  this,  he  disniisse4 
the  woman.  But  when  she  came  home  and 
found  her  husband  feasting  with  a  great  com- 
pany, and  oppressed  with  wine,  she  said  no- 
thing to  him  then  about  what  had  happened; 
but  on  the  next  day,  when  he  was  sober,  she 
told  him  all  the  particulars,  and  made  his 
whole  body  to  appear  like  that  of  a  dead  jnan 
by  her  words,  and  by  that  grief  which  arose 
from  them;  so  Nabal  survived  ten  days,  and 
no  more,  and  then  died.  .\nd  when  David 
heard  of  his  death,  he  said  that  God  had  justly 
avenged  him  of  this  man,  for  that  Nabal  had 
died  by  his  own  wickedness,  and  bad  suffered 
punishment  on  his  account,  while  he  had  kept 
his  ONvn  hands  clean.  At  which  time  he  un- 
derstood that  the  wicked  are  prosecuted  by 
God;  that  he  does  not  overlook  any  roan, 
llut  bestows  on  the  good  what  is  suitable  to 
them,  and  inflicts  a  deserved  pu.iishinent  on 
the  wicked.  So  he  sent  to  Nabal's  wife,  and 
inrited  her  to  come  to  him,  to  live  with  him. 


four  hundred  men.     ^Vhen  the  woman  saw  ,  and  to  be  his  wife.     Whereupon  she  replied 
David,  she  leaped  down  from  her  ass,  and  fell  j  to  those  that  came,  that  she  was  not  worthy 
on  her  face,  and  bowed  d^rn  to  the  ground;  | 
a;id  entreated  him  not  t^ear  in  mind  the 


words  of  Nabal,  since  he  knew  that  he  re- 
sembled his  name.  Now  Nabal,  in  the  He- 
brew tongue,  signifies /o/ty.    So  she  made  her 


+  In  thi^  and  (he  Iwo  next  wctions,  we  may  per-eive 
how  Josepbus,  nay,  how  Abieail  herself,  w.mlii  uD<ler- 
stand  Ibe  ■*  not  aveninn^  ourwiTes.  bul  heapinc  c<-*i» 
of  fire  on  the  bear!  of  Ibe  injurious''  (PfiiT  xt*.  'ti; 
Rom.  sii.  S0>:  not  a^  we  romnionlv  d«  now.  of  melting 
_     _  ^       .      _  .        ,  Ihem  into  kiodnesa.  bot  of  leaving  them  to  the  j,idq 

aiijloev   that  she  did  not  see  the  messengers    ment  of  God,  ■•  tu  » bora  leneeance  b<-ionseih"    lirui 

V  I       ,„„.  ••Pnrmvo    mo     thprofnrp  "     "lii.  Si-    P"    ^•'i''-   ':   "'I'.   ^   av.  and   *»«,  will  take 

whom   he   sent.  Forg)\e  me    weretore,    ,    ^__^_.^_^^^^,^^^.^^^    And  .inre  .ii  GJ'a  judirmenu 

■aid  she,  "and  thank  God,  who  bath  hindered   are  just,  and  aii  fit  tube  eieemed.  ud  all  at  lenntii  tor 

the  eood  of  the  peraons  piioisSed.  1  iuciine  to  thin*,  thai 
!  (o  be  the  mt-anine  of  this  phrije  of  -  hcapia;;  coals  of 
•  Tbe  BombeT  of  men  that  came  Bret  to  Darid.  are  6re  on  their  heads." 
di.itinctiT  in  JoerpSus  and  io  our  common  copies,  bnt  S  Ws  may  note  here,  that  how  sacred  a«eTef  an  oxtb 
(buc  buiidred  Wh-n  he  was  at  Keilah  ■iiill  bul  four  wis  e^lremed  amonj  the  peopl-  ot  tio.1  in  old  tunes, 
hundred  both  in  Jo->ephus  and  in  the  laliir  bul  six  thrj  did  not  think  it  ..bhaatorj  where  the  anmn  »aa 
buudred.  in  oor  Hebrew  copies  (I  .«am  iiiii.  13:  -ee  plwnlj  onlawfiil.  Io:  so  we  see  it  was  in  «>  »  case  ol 
xax  9.  lOJ-  Now  the  six  hundred  there  mentioned  ate  David,  who.  althouiib  he  had  swom  lodrst:oy  >ab;,l  ano 
bf*  estimated  by  .Vephos  to  have  t>een  so  man\.  orlv  bis  family,  yet  d-w-s  he  here,  and  I  <A'>t.  txv  3:!  -  J4. 
bj  an  aaimentalion  o!  tw..  hundred  afleward,  wh  cb  1  bless  liod  for  preventine  his  keepms  his  oalh,  ud  IruB 
•Df^ow  t<  Ilia  Inia  aoinlNa  at  Utia  icsciuig  dua^reemcat    aheddint  of  blood,  u  he  had  awoca  ta  io. 
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to  touch  his  feet ;  however,  she  came,  with 
all  her  servants,  and  became  liis  wite,  having 
received  that  honour  on  account  of  her  wise 
Hnd  righteous  course  of  life.  She  also  ob- 
tained the  same  honour  partly  on  account  of 
her  beauty.  Now  David  had  a  wife  before, 
whom  he  married  from  the  city  Abesar  ;  fur 
as  to  Michal,  the  daughter  of  king  Saul,  who 
had  been  David's  wife,  her  father  had  givin 
ber  in  marriage  to  Pbalti,  the  son  ol  Laish, 
who  was  of  the  city  of  Galliin. 

9.    After  this  came  certain  of  the  Ziphites, 
.  and  told  Saul  that  David  rtas  come  again  into 
their  country,  and,  if  he  would  afford  them 
his  assistance,  they  could  catch  him.      So  he 
came    to   them   with   three   thousand    armed 
men;    and  upon  the   approach   of   night,    he 
pitched  his  camp  at  a  Cl  rtain  place  called  lla. 
chilah.    But  when  David  heard  that  Saul  was 
coming  against  him,  he  sent  spies,  and    bid 
then)  let  him  know  to  what  place  of  the  coun- 
try Saul  was  already  come  ;  and  when  they 
told  him  that  he  was  at  Hachilali,  he  concealed 
bis   going   away   from    his    companions,    and 
came  to  Saul's  camp,  having  taken  with  lum 
Abishai,  his  sister  Zeruiah's  son,  and  Ahinie- 
lech  the  Hittite.      Now  Saul  was  asleep,  and 
the  armed  men.  with  Abner  their  commander, 
lay  round  about  him  in  a  circle.      Hereupon 
David  entered  into  the  king's  tent;  but  he 
did  neither  kill  Saul.  thoui;h  he  knew  where 
be  lay,  by  the  spear  that  was  stuck  down  by 
him,   nor' did  be  give  leave  to  Al)i»hai,  who 
would    have    killed   hiin,  and   was    earnestly 
bent  upon  it  so  to  do ;    for  he  said  it  was  a 
horrid    crime   to  kill  one  that  was  ordained 
king  by  God,  although  he  was  a  wicked  man  ; 
for  that  he  who  gave  him  the  dominion  would 
in  time  inflict  punishment  upon  him.      So  he 
restrained  his  eagerness  :    hut  that  it  might 
apiear  to  have  been   in   his    power   to  have 
killed    him    when    he    refrained    from    it,    he 
look  his  spear,  and  the  cruse  of  water  which 
stood  by  Saul  as  he  lay  asleep,  without  being 
perceived  by  any  in  the  camp,  who   were  all 
asleep,  and  went  securely  away,  having  per- 
formed every  thing  among  the  king's  atten- 
dants that  the  opportunity  afforded,  and  his 
boldness  encouraged   him   to  do.     So  when 
he  had  passed  over  a  brook,  and  was  gotten 
up  to  the  top  of  a  hill,  whence  he  might  be 
sulTicientlv  heard,  he  cried   aloud   to    Sauls 
soldiers,  and  to  .\hner  their  commander,  and 
awaked  them  out  of  their  sleep,  and  called 
hoth  to  him  and   to  the  people.      Hereupon 
the  commander  heard  him,  and  asked  who  it 
was  that   called  him.      To  whom  David  re- 
plied,—" It  is  I,  the  son  of  Jesse,  whom  you 
make  a  vagabond.      But  what  is  the  matter? 
Dost  thou,  that  art  a  man  of  so  great  dignit> . 
and  of  the  first  rank  in  the  king's  court,  take 
so  little   care  of  thy  master's  body  ?   and  is 
sleep  of  more  consequence  to  thee  than  bis 
preservation  and  thy  care  of  him  '      Tins  ne- 
gligence of  jours  deserves  death,  and  puiiisb- 
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ment  to  be  inflicted  on  you,  who  never  per. 
ceived  when,  a  little  while  ago,  some  of  us 
entered  into  your  camp,  nay,  as  far  as  to  th» 
king  himself,  and  to  all  the  rest  of  you.  If 
thou  look  for  the  king's  spear  and  his  cruse 
of  water,  thou  wilt  learn  what  a  mighty  mis- 
fortune was  ready  t»  overtake  you  in  your  very 
camp  without  your  knowing  it."  Now  when 
Saul  knew  David's  voice,  and  understand  ili  C 
when  he  had  him  in  his  power  while  he  was 
asleep,  and  his  guards  took  no  rare  ot  hiin, 
yet  did  not  be  kill  liiin,  but  spared  him,  when 
be  might  justly  have  cut  him  off,  be  said  that 
he  owed  hiin  thanks  for  his  preservation;  and 
exhorted  him  to  lie  of  good  courage,  and  not 
be  afraid  of  suffering  any  mischief  f.um  hiui 
any  more,  and  to  return  to  his  own  home,  for 
he  was  now  persuaded  that  he  did  not  love 
himself  so  well  as  he  was  loved  by  him:  that 
he  had  driven  away  him  that  could  guard 
him,  and  had  given  many  demonstrations  of 
his  good- will  to  him:  that  he  had  forced  him 
to  live  so  long  in  a  state  of  banishment,  and 
in  great  fears  of  his  life,  destitute  of  his  friends 
and  his  kindred,  while  slill  he  was  often  saved 
by  him,  and  frequently  received  his  life  again 
when  it  whs  evidently  in  danger  of  perishing. 
So  David  bade  them  send  for  the  spear  and 
the  eru.se  of  water,  and  take  them  hack ;  add- 
ing this  withal,  That  God  woulil  he  the  judge 
of  both  their  dispositions,  and  of  the  actions 
that  flowed  from  the  same,  "  who  knows  that 
when  it  was  this  day  in  roy  power  to  have 
killed  thee,  I  abstained  from  it." 

10.   Thus  Saul  having  escaped  the  hands 
of  David  t"ice,  he  went  bis  way  to  his  ro\fll 
palace,  and    his    own   city:    but   David    was 
afraid,   that  if  be   staid    there   he  shouhl  be 
cangh'l  by   Saul;   so  he  thought  it  better  to. 
go  up  into  the  land   of  the    Philistines  and 
abide  there.      .Vccorriingly  he  came  with  the 
six  hundred  men  that  were  with  him  to  Ach- 
I  ish,  the  king  of  Gath,  which  was  one  of  their 
'  live  cities.      Now  the  king  received  hoth  him 
and  his  men,  and  gave  them  a  place  to  inhabit 
in.      He  had   with  him  also   his   two    wives, 
Ahinoain  and  Abig-.iil;  and  he  dwelt  in  Gath. 
But  when  Saul  heard  this,  he  took  no  farther 
care  about  sending  to  him,  or  going  after  him, 
because  he  had  been  twice  in  a  manner  caught 
by  him.  while  he  was  himself  endeavouring  to 
catih  him.      However,  David  had  no  mind  to 
continue  in  the  city  of  Gath,  hut  desired  the 
king,  that   since   he   had   received   him  with 
s.ich  humanity,  that  he  would  grant  him  ano- 
ther tsvour,  and  bestow  upon  him  some  place 
of  that  count rv  for  his  habitation,  for  he  was 
ashamed,  by  living  in  the  city,  to  be  grievous 
and    burdensome   to   him.      So    Achish    gave 
him  a  lertain   village   called   Ziklag;    which 
place  David  and  his  sons  were  fond  of  when 
be  was  king,  and  reckoned  it  to  be  their  pe- 
culiar inheritance.      Hut  about  those  matters 
we  shall  give  the  reader  farther  information 
elsewhere.     Now  the  time  that  David  dwelt 
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In  Ziklag.  in  tba  land  of  the  Philistines,  w'as 
fc:ir  months  and  twenty  days.  And  now  he 
privately  attacked  those  Geshurites  and  Ama- 
lekites  that  were  neighbours  to  the  Philistines, 
and  laid  waste  their  country,  and  took  much 
prev  of  their  beasts  and  camels,  and  then  re- 
turned home;  but  David  abstained  from  the 
men,  as  fearing  they  should  discover  bim  to 
king  Achish;  yet  did  be  send  part  of  the 
prey  to  him  as  a  free  gift.  And  when  the 
king  inquired  whom  they  had  attacked  when 
they  brought  away  the  prey,  he  said,  those 
that  lay  to  the  south  of  the  Jews,  and  inha- 
bited in  the  plain;  whereby  he  persuaded 
.\chi5h  to  approve  of  what  he  had  done,  for 
be  hoped  that  David  had  fought  against  his 
own  nation,  and  that  now  he  should  have 
him  for  his  servant  all  his  life  long,  and  that 
he  would  stay  in  his  country. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

HOW  SADL,  DPON  god's  NOT  ANSWERING  HIM 
COSCEBMNG  THE  FIGHT  WITH  THE  PHILIS- 
TINES, DESIRED  A  NECROMANTIC  WOMAN  TO 
RAISE  fP  THE  SOUL  OF  SAMUEL  TO  HIM; 
AND  HOW  HE  DIED,  WITH  HIS  SONS,  UPON 
THE  OVERTHROW  OF  THE  HEBREWS  IN 
BATTLE. 

§  I.  About  the  same  time  the  Philistines  re- 
solved to  make  war  against  the  IsraeUtes,  and 
«ent  to  all  their  confederates  that  they  would 
go  along  with  them  to  the  war  to  Reggaii, 
[near  the  city  Sbunem],  whence  they  might 
gather  themselves  together  and  suddenly  at- 
tack the  Hebrews.  Then  did  Achish,  the  king 
of  (Jath,  desire  David  to  assist  them  with  his 
armed  men  against  the  Hebrews.  This  he 
reiulily  promised ;  and  said  that  the  time  was 
now  come  wherein  he  might  requite  him  for 
his  kindness  and  hospitaUty;  so  the  king  pro- 
mised to  make  bim  the  keeper  of  his  body  alter 
the  victory,  supposing  that  the  battle  with  the 
enemy  succeeded  to  their  mind;  which  pro- 
mise of  lionour  and  confidence  he  made  on 
purpose  to  increase  his  zeal  for  his  service. 

2.  Now  Saul,  the  king  of  the  Hebrews,  had 
ca't  out  of  the  country  the  fortmie-tellers,  and 
the  necromancers,  and  all  such  as  exercised 
the  Hke  arts,  excepting  the  prophets;  but 
when  he  beard  that  the  Philistines  were  al- 
ready come,  and  had  pitched  their  camp  near 
the  citv  Shnnem,  situate  in  the  phiin,  he  made 
haste  to  oppose  them  with  his  forces;  and 
when  he  was  come  to  a  certain  mountiiin  called 
Gilboa,  he  pitched  his  camp  over-against  the 
enemy;  but  when  he  saw  the  enemy's  army 
he  was  greatly  troubled,  because  it  appeared 
to  bim  to  be  numerous,  and  superior  to  his 
own;  and  he  impdred  of  God  by  the  prophets 
concerning  the  battle,  that  he  might  know  be- 
forehand what  would  be  the  event  of  it;  and 


when  God  did  not  answer  him,  Saul  via  un- 
der a  still  greater  dread,  and  his  courage  fell, 
foreseeing,  as  was  but  reasonable  to  suppose, 
that  mischief  would  befall  him,  now  God  was 
not  there  to  assist  him;  yet  did  be  bid  his  ser- 
vants to  inquire  out  for  him  some  woman  that 
was  a  necromancer,  and  called  up  the  souls 
of  the  dead,  that  so  he  might  know  whether 
his  affairs  would  succeed  to  his  mind;  for  this 
sort  of  necromantic  women  that  bring  up  the 
souls  of  the  dead,  do  by  them  foretell  future 
events  to  such  as  desire  them.  And  one  of 
his  servants  told  him  that  there  was  such  a  ■ 
woman  in  the  city  Endor,  but  was  known  to 
nobody  in  the  camp ;  hereupon  Saul  put  off 
his  royal  apparel,  and  took  two  of  those  his 
servants  «-ith  him.  whom  he  knew  to  be  most 
faithful  to  him,  and  came  to  Endor  to  the 
woman,  and  entreated  her  to  act  the  part  of  a 
fortune-teller,  and  to  bring  up  such  a  soul  to 
him  as  he  should  name  to  her.  Hut  when 
the  woman  opposed  his  motion,  and  said.  She 
did  not  despise  the  king,  who  had  banished 
this  sort  of  fortune-tellers,  and  that  he  did  not 
do  well  himself,  when  she  had  done  him  no 
harm,  to  endeavour  to  lay  a  snare  for  her,  and 
to  discover  that  she  exercised  a  forbidden  art, 
in  order  to  procure  her  to  be  punished, — he 
sware  that  nobody  should  know  what  she  did; 
and  that  he  would  not  tell  any  one  else  what 
she  foretold,  but  that  she  should  incur  no 
danger.  As  soon  as  he  had  induced  her  by 
this  oath  to  fear  no  harm,  he  bade  her  bring 
up  to  him  the  soul  of  Samuel.  She  not  know- 
ing who  Samuel  was,  called  liim  out  of  Hades. 
When  he  appeared,  and  the  woman  saw  one 
that  was  venerable,  and  of  a  divine  form, 
she  was  in  disorder,  and,  being  astonished 
at  the  sight,  she  said,  —  "Art  not  thou  king 


Saul?"  for  Samuel  had  informed  her  who 
he  was.  Whun  he  had  owned  that  to  be 
true,  and  had  asked  her  whence  her  disorder 
arose,  she  said,  that  she  saw  a  certain  person 
ascend,  who  in  his  form  was  like  to  a  gud. 
And  when  he  bid  her  tell  him  what  he  re- 
sembled, in  what  habit  he  appeared,  and  of 
what  age  he  was,  she  told  him  he  was  an  old 
man  already,  and  of  a  glorious  personage,  and 
had  on  a  sacerdotal  mantle.  So  the  king  dis- 
covered by  these  signs  that  he  was  Samuel ; 
and  he  fell  down  upon  the  ground  and  saluted 
and  worshipped  him.  And  when  the  soul  of 
Samuel  asked  him  why  he  had  disturbed  him, 
and  caused  him  to  be  brought  up,  he  lamented 
the  necessity  he  was  under ;  for  he  said,  that 
his  enemies  pressed  heavily  upon  him;  that 
he  was  in  distress  what  to  do  in  his  present 
circumstances  ;  that  he  was  forsaken  of  God, 
and  could  obtain  no  prediction  of  what  was 
coming,  neither  by  prophets  nor  by  dreams; 
and  that  "  these  were  the  reasons  why  I  have 
recourse  to  thee,  who  always  tookcst  care  of 
me."     But"   Samuel,  seeing  that  the  end  nt 

•  T  his  historv  of  Sani'sconwiltalion,  not  witli  a  witch, 
lu  wc  render  the  Hebrew  wo:-d  here,  but  »itb  a  nectK^ 
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Saul's  life  was  come,  said,—"  It  is  in  vain  for 
ttiee  to  desire  to  learn  of  me  any  thing  farther, 
when  God  hath  forsaken  thee:  however,  hear 
what  I  sav,  that  DaWd  is  to  be  king,  and  to 
finish  this  war  mth  good  success ;  and  thou 
art  to  lose  thy  dominion  and  thy  life;  because 
thou  didst  not  obey  God  in  the  war  with  the 
Amalekites,  and  hast  not  kept  his  command- 
ments, a^  I  foretold  thee  while  I  was  alive. 
Know,  therefore,  that  the  people  shall  be  made 
subject  to  their  enemies,  and  that  thou,  with 
thy  sons,  shall  fall,  in  the  battle  to-morrow, 
and  thou  shalt  then  be  with  me  [in  Hades]." 
3.    When   Saul    heard    this,    he    coiibl    not 
speak  for  grief,  and  fell   down   on   th.-  Iluor, 
whether  it  were  from  the  sorrow  that  arose 
upon  what  Samuel  had  said,  or  from  his  emp- 
tiness, for  he  had  taken  -no  food  the  foregoing 
day    nor   night,    he   easily   foil    quite    down : 
and   when   with  difficulty  he   had    recovered 
himself,  the  woman  would  force  him  to  eat, 
begging  this  of  him  as  a  favour  on  account  of 
her  concern  in  that  dangerous  instance  of  for- 
tune-telling, which  it  was  not  lawful  for  her  to 
have  done,  because  of  the  fear  she  was  under  of 
the  king,  wliile  she  knew  not  who  he  was,  yet 
did  she  undertake  it,  and  go  through  with  it; 
on  which  account  she  entreated  him  to  admit 
that  a  table  and  food  might  be  set  before  him, 
that  he  might  recover  his  strengtli,  and  so  get 
safe  to  his*o>vn  camp.      And  when  he  opposed 
her  motion,  and  entirely  rejected  it,  by  rea- 
son of  his  au-acty,  she  forced  him,  and  at  la*t 
persuaded  him  to  it.     Now  she  had  one  c;df 
that  she  was  very  fond  of,  and  one  that  she 
took  a  great  deal  of  care  of,  and  fed  it  herself, 
for  she  was  a  woman  that  got  her  living,  by 
the  bbour  of  her  own  hands,  and  had  no  other 
possession  but  that  one  calf;    this  she  killed, 
and  made  ready  its  Hesh,  and  set  it  before  his 
servants  and  himself.      So  Saul  came  to  the 
cjmp  while  it  was  yet  night. 

4.  Now  it  is  but  just  to  recommend  the  ge- 
nerosity of  this  woman,'  because  when  tlie 
king  had  forbidden  her  to  use  that  art  whence 
her  circumstances  were  bettered  an<l  improved, 
and  when  she  had  never  seen  the  king  before, 
she  still  did  not  remember  to  his  disadvantage 
that  he  had  condemned  her  sort  of  learning, 
and  did  not  refuse  him  as  a  stranger,  and  one 

in anctr.  tu  tkf  whcilc  histiry  shows  if  rasily  iiniter<to»l. 
MpfOally  if  w<*  consult  Uie  Keroeoitions  01  Clemc nl.  b 
i.  c'lap.  V.  at  larse.  aoti  more  brifflv.  and  nrafrr  the 
davj  of  Samuel,  F.cclus.  xlvi.  20.  -  Samuel  prophesied 
after  hisrieath.  and  showed  the  kinir  his  end.  and  lift  up 
his  voice  from  the  earth  in  prophecy.'.*  to  blot  out  "  the 
wickedness  of  the  people."  Nor  does  the  exactness  of 
the  accomplishment  of  this  prediction,  the  veri  ne^t  day. 
permit  ua  to  suppose  any  imposition  upon  Saul  in  the  pre- 
sent history, for  as  to  allmotlern  hypotheses  against  the 
natural  sense  of  such  ancient  ttnd  authentic  hi.iories.  1 
take  them  to  be  of  very  small  value  or  consider.ition. 

•  These  e»*at  commendations  of  this  necromantic 
woman  of  F.ndor.  and  of  Sauls  martial  couraee.  when 
yet  he  knew  he  should  die  in  the  battle,  are  somewhat 
tinusiial  dicresstons  in  Josephos.  They  seem  to  me  ex- 
tractetl  from  some  speeches  or  declamations  of  his  com- 
posed formerly,  in  the  w.iy  of  oratory,  thai  lay  by  him 
ODd  which  he  thought  fit  to  insert  upon  this  orcas'ior 
Ste  before  on  Aotiq.  b   i.  ch.  vi.  tect  8. 
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that  she  had  had  no  acqtiaintantw  with ;   biit 
she  had  compassion  upon  hiin,  and  comforteJ 
him,  and  exhorted  him  to  do  what  be  was 
greatly  averse  to,  and  offered  him  the  only 
creature  she  had,  as  a  poor  woman,  and  that 
earnestly,  ai\d  n-ith  great  humanity,  while  she 
had  no  requital  made  her  for  her  kindness, 
nor  hunted  after  any  future  favour  from  him, 
for  she  knew  he  was  to  die;  whereas  men  ate 
naturally  cither  ambitious  to  please  those  that 
bestow  benefits  upon  them,  or  are  very  restdy 
to  serve  those  from  whom  they  may  receive 
some  advantage.     It  would  be  well  therefore 
to  imitate  the  ex.ample  of  this  woman,  and  to 
do  kindnesses  to  all  such  as  are  in  want;  and 
to  think  th.ii  nnth-ne  i-  better,  nor  more  be- 
coming mankind,  tliaii  such  a  general  benefi- 
cence, nor  what  will  sooner  rentier  God  fa- 
vourable, and   ready  to   bestow  good   things 
upon    us.      And    so    fur  may  suffice  to  have 
spoken  concerning  this  woman.     But  I  shall 
speak    farther   upon   another  subject,    which 
will  afford  me  an  opportunity  of  discotirsing 
on  what  is  for  the  advant;ige  of  cities,  and 
people,  and  nations,  and  suited  to  the  taste  0< 
good  men,  and  «-ill  encourage  them  all  in  the 
prosecution  of  virtue,  and  is  capable  of  show- 
ing them  the  method  of  acquiring  glory,  aiid 
an    everlasting    fame;    and   of  imprinting   in 
the  kings  of  nations,  and  the  rulers  of  cities, 
great  inclination  and  diligence  of  doing  well ; 
as  also  of  encouraging  them  to  undergo  dan- 
gers, and  to  die  for  their  countries,  and  of  in- 
structing them  how  to  despise  all  the  most 
terrible  adversities;    and  I  liave  a  fair  occa- 
sion offered  me  to  enter  on  such  a  discourse 
by   Saul  the  king  of  the   Hebrews;    for  al- 
though he  knew  what  was  coming  upon  him, 
anil  that  he  was  to  die  immediately  by  the 
prediction  of  the  prophet,  he  did  not  resolve 
to  fly  from  iletith,  nor  so  far  to  indulge  the 
love  of  life  as  to  betray  his  own  people  to  the 
enemy,  or   to   bring  a  disgrace  on  his  royal 
dignity;  but,  exposing  himself,  as  well  as  all 
his  familv  and  children  to  dangers,  he  thought 
it  a  brave  thing  to  fall  together  with  them,  as 
he  was  fighting  for  his  sulijects.  and  that  it 
was  bettor  his  sons  should  die  tlius,  showing 
their  courage,  than  to  leave  them  to  their  un- 
certain conduct  afterward,   while,  instead  of 
succcs?-on    and    posterity,  they   gained  com- 
mendation and  a  lasting  name.     Such  a  one 
alone  seems  to  me  to  he  a  just,  a  courageous, 
and  a  prudent  man;    and  when  anyone  has 
arrived  at  these  dispositions,  or  shall  hereaf- 
ter arrive  at  thom,  he  is  the  man  that  ought 
to  be  by  all  honoured  with  the  testimony  of  a 
virtuous  or  courageous  man;  for  astothosethat 
go  out  to  war  with  hopes  of  success,  and  that 
they  shall  return  safe,  supposing  they  should 
have  performed  some  glorious  action,  I  think 
those  do  not  do  well  who  call  those  valian 
men,  as  so  many  historians,  and  other  writers 
who  treat  of  them  are  wont  to  do,  although  I 
confess  those  do  justly  deserve  some  i-ocmen-J 
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dation  also;  but  those  only  may  be  ?tyled 
courageous  and  bold  in  great  undertakings, 
and  despisers  of  adversities,  who  imitate  Saul; 
for  as  for  those  who  do  not  know  what  the  event 
of  war  will  be  as  to  themselves,  and  though 
they  do  not  faint  in  it,  but  deliver  themselves 
lip  to  uncertain  futurity,  and  are  tossed  this 
way  an'J  that  way,  this  is  rot  so  very  eminent 
an  instance  of  a  penerous  mind,  although 
they  happen  to  perform  many  great  exploits: 
but  \\hen  men's  minds  expect  no  good  event, 
but  they  know  beforehand  they  must  die  and 
that  they  must  undergo  that  death  in  the 
battle  also,  after  this,  neither  to  be  affrighted 
nor  to  be  astonished  at  the  terrible  fate  that  is 
coming,  but  to  go  directly  upon  it  when  they 
know  it  beforehand, — this  it  is  that  I  esteem 
the  character  of  a  man  truly  courageous.  Ac-  j 
cordingly  this  Saul  did,  and  thereby  demon-  ! 
strated,  that  all  men  who  desire  fame  after 
they  are  dead,  are  so  to  act  as  they  may  ob- 
tain the  same:  this  especially  concerns  kings, 
who  ought  not  to  think  it  enough  in  their; 
high  stations  that  they  are  not  wicked  in  the 
government  of  their  subjects,  hut  to  be  no  more 
than  moderately  good  to  them.  I  could  sav 
more  than  this  about  Saul  and  his  courage, 
the  subject  affording  matter  sutlicient;  but 
that  I  may  not  appear  to  run  out  improperly] 
in  his  commend;aion,  I  return  again  to  that 
history  from  \\hich  I  made  this  digression.  , 
5.  Now  when  the  Philistines,  as  I  said  be-' 
fore,  had  pitched  their  camp,  and  had  taken 
an  account  of  their  forces,  according  t(»  their 
nations,  and  kingdoms,  and  governments, ', 
king  Achish  came  last  of  all  with  his  own 
army;  after  whom  came  David  with  his  six 
hundred  armed  men.  And  when  the  com- 
manders of  the  Philistine-^  s;tw  him,  they  asked 
the  king  whence  these  Hebrews  came,  and  at 
whose  invitation.  He  answered.  That  it  was 
David,  who  was  6ed  away  from  his  master 
Saul,  and  that  he  had  entertained  him  when 
be  came  to  him,  and  that  now  he  was  » illing  to 
make  him  this  requital  for  his  Itivours,  and  to 
avenge  himself  upon  Saul,  and  so  was  becoiLC 
bi**  confederate.  The  commanders  complained 
of  this,  that  be  had  taken  biui  for  a  confe- 
derate who  was  an  enemy  ;  and  gave  him 
counsel  to  send  him  away,  lest  he  should  un- 
awares do  his  friends  a  great  deal  of  mischief 
by  entertaining  him,  for  that  he  afforded  him 
an  opportunity  of  being  reconciled  to  his 
master,  by  doing  a  mischief  to  our  army. 
They  thereupon  desired  him,  out  of  a  prudent 
foresight  of  this,  to  send  him  away  with  his 
six  hundred  armed  men,  to  the  place  he  bad 
given  him  for  his  habitation  ;  for  that  this  was 
that  David  whom  the  virgins  celebrated  in 
their  hymns,  as  having  destroyed  many  ten 
thousands  of  the  Philistines.  AVhen  the  king 
of  Gath  heard  this  he  thought  tht-y  spake 
well :  so  he  called  David,  and  said  to  him. 
"As  for  mv!^elf,  1  can  benr  witne-s  that  thnu 
hsmt  shown  great  diligence  and  kiudne^  about 


me,  and  on  that  account  it  was  that  I  took 
thee  for  my  confederate ;  however,  what  \ 
have  done  does  not  please  the  commanders  of 
the  Philistines;  go  therefore  within  a  day's 
time  to  the  place  I  have  given  thee,  without 
suspecting  any  harm,  and  there  keep  my 
country,  lest  any  of  our  enemies  should  make 
an  incursion  upon  it,  which  will  be  one  part 
of  that  assistance  which  I  expect  from  thee." 
So  David  came  to  Ziklag,  as  the  king  of  Gath 
bade  him  ;  but  it  happened  that  while  he  was 
gone  to  the  assistance  of  the  Philistines,  the 
Amalekites  had  made  an  incursion,  and  taken 
Ziklag  before,  and  had  burnt  it;  and  when 
they  had  taken  a  great  deal  of  other  prey  out 
of  that  place,  and  out  of  the  other  parts  of  the 
Philistines'  country,  they  departed. 

G.  Now  when  David  found  that  Ziklag 
was  laid  waste,  and  that  it  was  all  spoiled, 
and  that  as  well  his  own  wivt  who  were  two, 
;is  the  wives  of  his  companions,  with  their 
children,  were  made  captives,  he  presently 
rent  bis  clothes,  weeping  and  la.nienting,  to- 
gether with  his  friends;  and  indeed  be  was 
so  cast  down  with  these  misfortunes,  that  at 
length  tears  themselves  failed  biro.  He  was 
also  in  danger  of  being  stoned  to  death  by  h\% 
companions,  who  were  greatly  afflicted  at  the 
cHptivity  of  their  wives  and  children,  for  they 
laid  the  blame  upon  him  of  what  had  happened; 
but  when  he  had  recovered  himself  out  of 
his  grief,  and  bad  raised  up  his  mind  to 
God,  he  desired  the  high-priest  Ahiathar  to 
put  on  his  sacerdotal  garments,  and  to  en- 
(piire  of  God,  and  to  prophecy  to  him,  M'he- 
iher  God  would  grant,  that  if  he  pursued  aftei 
the  Amalekites,  he  should  overtake  them,  and 
-ave  their  wives  and  their  children,  and  avenge 
iiintseU  on  the  enemies? — and  when  the  higb- 
[-rie^t  bade  biro  to  pursue  after  them,  be 
marched  apace,  Aith  his  four  hundred  men,  af. 
ttT  the  enemy;  and  when  he  was  come  to  a  ccr 
lain  brook  called  Besor,  and  had  lighted  upon 
4me  that  was  wandering  about,  an  Egyptian 
by  birth,  who  was  almost  dead  with  want  and 
fitmine  ('for  he  had  continued  wandering  about 
without  food  in  the  wilderness  three  days),  he 
first  of  all  gave  him  sustenance,  both  meat 
and  drink,  and  thereby  refreshed  him.  He 
then  asked  him  to  whom  he  belonged,  and 
whence  he  came.  Whereupon  the  man  told 
him  he  was  an  Egyptian  by  birth,  and  was 
left  behind  by  his  master,  because  he  was  so 
sick  and  weak  that  he  could  not  follow  him. 
He  also  informed  him  that  he  was  one  of  those 
who  had  burnt  and  plundered,  not  only  o'ter 
parts  of  Judea,  but  Ziklag  itself  also.  So 
David  made  use  of  him  as  a  guide  to  find 
out  the  Amalekites;  and  «hcn  he  had  over- 
taken them,  as  they  lay  scattered  about  on 
the  ground,  some  at  dinner,  some  disordered, 
and  entirely  drunk  with  wine,  and  in  the  frui- 
tion of  their  spoils  and  their  prey,  he  fell  upon 
them  on  the  sudden,  and  made  a  great  slaugh- 
ter aujong   thum,  for  they  were  naked,  and 
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expei-ted  no  such  thinp,  but  had  betaken  them-  j 
wK.-s  t.)  (Iniikiiig   and    tVastiiig,  and  so  tliey 
were  all  easily  dc-tro>e(i       Now  some  of  the»>- 
th.it  were  overtaken  as  they  lay  at  the  talile. 
were  slain  in  that  pos-ure;    and  their  blood 
brought  up  with  it  their  meat  and  their  drink. 
Thev  slew  others  of  them  as  they  were  drink- 
ing to  one  another  in  their  cups;    and  some 
of  them  when  their  full  bellies  had  made  theni 
fall   asleep;    anil  for  so  many  as  had  time  to 
put  on  their  armour,  they  slew  them  with  the 
sword,  with  no  less  ease  than  they  did  those 
that    were   naked:   and   for   the   partisans  ol 
David,  thev  continued  also  the  slaughter  from 
the  fi^^t  hour  of  the  day  to  the  evening,  so 
that  there  were  not  aliove  four  hundred  ot  the 
Ainalekites  left;    and  they  only  es.aped  by 
getting   upon   their  dromedaries  and   camels. 
Accordingly  Divid  recovered  not  only  all  the 
other   spoils    which   the   enemy   had    earned 
away,  hut  his  wives  also,  and  the  wives  of  his 
companions;  but  "hen  they  were  come  to  the 
place  where  thev  had  left    the   two   hundred 
men,  which  wijre  not  able  to  follow  them,  but 
were  left  to  take  care  of  the  stutf.  the  four 
hundred  men  did  not  think  lit  to  divide  among 
them  any  other  parts  of  what  they  had  got- 
ten, or  of  the  prey,  since  they  did  not  accoin- 
pany  them,  but  p'retemled  to  be  feeble,  and 
did  not  follow  them  in  the  pursuit  of  the  ene- 
my, hut  said  they  should  be  contented  to  have 
safely  recovered  their  wives;    yet  David  did 
pronounce  that  this  opinion  of  theirs  w.isevil 
and  unjust,  and  that  when  God  had  t:raMeA 
them   such  a  favour,   that  they  had  avenged 
themselves  on  thyir  enemies,  and  had  recovered 
all  that  belonged  to  themselves,  they  should 
make  an  equal  distribution  of  what  they  had 
gotlen  to  all,  because  the  rest  had  tamed  be- 
hind to  guard  their  slulT;  and  from  that  time 
this  law  obtained  among  them  that  those  who 
guarded    the    stuff   should   receive   an   equal 
share  with  those  that  had  fought  in  the  battle. 
Now    when   David    was  come  to  Ziklag,    he 
sent  portions  of  the  spoils  to  all  that  had  been 
familiar  with  him,  and  to  bis  friends  in  the 
trilie  of  Judah;  and  thus  ended  the  affairs  of 
the  plundering  of  Ziklag,  and  of  the  slaughter 
of  the  Ainalekites. 

7.  Now  upon  the  Philistines  joining  battle, 
there  followed  a  sharp  engagement,  and  the 
Philistines  became  the  conquerors,  and  slew  , 
a  great  number  of  their  enemies ;  but  Saul  j 
the  king  of  l!.rael,  and  his  sons,  fought  cou- 
rageously, and  with  the  utmost  alacrity,  as 
knowing  that  their  entire  glory  lay  in  nothing 
else  but  dying  honourably,  and  exposing 
themselves  to  the  utmost  danger  from  the 
enemy  (lor  they  had  nothing  else  to  hope  for); 
so  they  brought  upon  themselves  the  whole 
powerof  the  enemy,  till  they  were  encompassed 
round  and  slain,  b'lit  not  before  they  bad  kill- 
fld  many  of  the  Philistin.-.  Now  the  sons  of 
Saul  were  Jonathan,  and  .Vbinadab,  and  Mal- 
cbisu*;  and  when  these  were  slain,  the  mul- 


titude of  the  Hebrews  were  put  to  flight,  and 
all   was  disorder,  and  confusion,  and  slauch- 
ter     upon   the    Philistines   pressing   in    up-.n 
them.     But  Saul  himself  fled,  having  a  si  rone 
bodv   of  soldiers  about   him:    and  up.m  the 
Philistines  sending  after  him  those  that  threw 
javelins  and  shot  arrows,  he  lost  all  his  com- 
pany except  a  few.     As  for  himsell  he  lougbt 
with. great  braverv:  and  v>hen  he  had  received 
so  many  wounds  ihat  he  was  not  able  to  hear 
up    nof  to  oppose  any  longer,  and  yet  was 
not  able  to  kill  himself,  he  bid  bis  armour- 
bearer  to  draw  his  sword  and  run  him  through, 
before  the  enemv  should  take  him  alive.   But 
his  armour-bearer  not  daring  to  kill  his  mas- 
ter   he  drew  his  own  sword,  and  placing  him- 
self  over  against  its  point,  he  threw   himself 
upon  it;  and   when  he  could  neither  run  it 
through  him,  nor,  by  leaning  against  it,  make 
the  sword    pass  through  him,  he  turned   him 
round,  and  asked  a  certain    young  man  that 
stood  by  who  he  was;    and   when  he  under- 
«tood  that  he  was  an  Amalekite,  he  desired 
him  to  force  the  sword  through  him,  because 
he  was  rot  able  to  do  it  with  bis  own  hands, 
and  thereby  to   procure   him   such  a  death  as 
he  de-ired.'    This  the  young  man  did  accord- 
ingly;  and  he  took  the  golden  bracelet  that 
was  on  Saul's  arm,  and  his  royal  crown  that 
was  on  his  head,  and  ran  away.      And   when 
S.iul's  arinonr-bearcr  saw  that  he  was  slaiii, 
he  killed  himself;   nor  did  any  of  the  king's 
euards  escape,  but  thev  all  fell  upon  the  moun- 
tain etlled  Gilboa.     But  when  those  Hebrews 
ihat  dwelt  in  the  valley  beyond  Jordan,  and 
those  who  had  their  cities  in  the  plain,  heard 
that  Saul  and  his  sons  were  fallen,  and  that 
the  multitude  about    them   were   destroyed, 
they  left  their  own  cities,  and  fled  to  S"ch  as 
were  the  best  fortified  and  fenced;  and  the 
Philistines  finding  those  cities  deserted,  came 
and  dwelt  in  them.  . 

8.   On  the  next  day,  when  the  Philistines 
came  to  strip  their  enemies  that  were  slain, 
they  got  the  bodies  of   Saul  and  of  his  sons 
and'  stripped  them,  and  cut  off  their  heads. 
And    they  sent    messengers   all   about    their 
country,  to  acquaint  them  that  their  enemies 
were  fallen:  and  they  dedicated  their  armour 
in  the  temple  of  Astarte,  but  hung  their  bo- 
dies on  crosses  at  the  walls  of  the  city  Beth- 
shan    which  is  now  called   Scythopolis.      But 
when  the  inhabitants  of  Jabesh-Gilead  heard 
that  they  had  dismembered  the  dead  bodies 
of  Saul  and  of  his  sons,  they  deemed  it  so 
horrid  a  thing  to  overlook  this  barbarity,  and 
to  suffer  them  to  be  without  funeral  rites,  that 
the  most  courageous  and  hardy  among  them 
I  (and  indeed  that  city  bad  in  it  men  that  were 
very  stout  both  in  bcdy  and  mind)  journeyed 
I  all    nfght,  and    came   to  Bethshan,    and  ap. 
I  proached    to    the    enemy's  wall,  and    taking 
riov  n  the  bodies  of  Saul  and  of  his  sons,  they 
carried  ihcm  to  Jahesh,  while  the  enemy  were 
1  fol  able  ciiou|.h.  nor  bold  enough,  to  binder 
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tbeio,  because  of  their  great  courage;  so  the 
peufue  of  Jabesh  wept  all  in  general,  and 
buried  their  bodies  in  the  best  place  of  their 
cour.try,  which  was  called  Aroura;  and  they 
observed  a  public  mourning  for  them  seven 
dhvs,  with  their  «-ives  and  children,  beating 
their  breasts,  and  lamenting  the  king  and  his 
sor.s,  ivithout  tasting  either  meat  or  drink* 
[till  the  evening]. 

&.   To  this  his  sad  end  did  Saul  come,  ac- 


cording to  the  prophecy  of  Samuel,  because  ha 
disobeyed  the  commands  of  God  about  the 
Anialekites,  and  on  the  account  of  bis  destroy, 
ing  the  family  of  Ahimelech,  the  high-priest, 
with  Ahimelech  himself,  and  the  city  of  the 
high-priests.  Kow  Saul,  when  he  had  reigned 
eighteen  years  while  Samuel  was  alive,  and 
after  his  death  two  [atid  twenty],  ended  bit 
life  in  this  manner. 
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FBOM  THE  DEATH  OF  SAUL  TO  THE  DEATH  OF  DAVID. 


CHAPTER  I. 

H.)W  liAVID  REIGNED  OVER  ONE  TRIB"^  AT  HE- 
BRON, WHILE  THE  SON  OF  SAUL  REIGNED 
OVER  THE  REST  OF  THE  MLLTITLDE;  AND 
HOW,  IN  THE  CIVIL  WAR  WHICH  THEN 
AROSE,  ASAHEL  AND  ABNER  WERE  SLAIN. 

§  1.  This  fight  proved  to  be  on  the  same  day 
whereon  David  was  come  back  to  Ziklag, 
after  he  had  overcome  tlie  Amalekites.  Now 
when  he  had  been  already  two  days  at  Zik- 
lag, there  came  to  him  the  man  who  slew 
Saul,  which  was  the  third  day  after  the  fight. 
He  had  escaped  out  of  the  battle  which  the 
Israelites  had  with  the  Philistines,  and  had 
his  clothes  rent,  and  ashes  upon  his  head. 
And  when  he  made  his  obeisance  to  David, 
he  inquired  of  him  whence  he  came.  He 
repUetl,  from  the  battle  of  the  Israelites :  and 
he  infisrmed  him  that  the  end  of  it  was  unfor- 
tunate, many  ten  thousands  of  the  Israehtes 
having  been  cut  off,  and  Saul,  together  with 

•  This  way  of  speaking  in  Josephus.  of  "  faslin-i 
KCTrn  J.tys  without  niral  or  dnnk.^*  is  almost  like  that 
of  Si.  l*aiil,  Acl3  xwii.  33;  " Tliis  day  is  tlie  foiir- 
trenth  day  Ihat  %e  have  tarri.-d  and  continued  fasting, 
bavinf;  taken  notiiing."  and  as  Ilie  nature  of  (he  thine 
and  the  impossibililv  of  stnctl>  fasting  so  long,  require 
us  here  to  understand  both  Joseplius  and  the  s.-icred  au- 
thor of  this  history.  1  Sam.  xx\.  13.  from  whence  he 
look  It.  of  only  fasting  till  the  evening;  so  toitst  we 
understand  M.  i*aul.  either  tnal  ihttt  v-as  rvajly  the 
fonrleerth  day  of  their  terapcsuious  weather  in  the 
Adriatic  Sea,  as  ver.  27.  anl  that  on  this  louneenth 
day  alone  they  had  continued  l.Lslint!.  and  had  taken 
DOthini:  before  liie  evenn'C,  The  nientmn  nf  ilieir  long 
ahstiltenre,  ver  -Jl.  inclines  me  to  Itelieve  the  lorrntT 
explication  to  he  lur  truth,  and  that  tlir  rase  was  then 
for  a  fiTlnighl  wtial  it  w.is  here  lor  a  wecis.  that  lliey 
kept  all  those  da>s  mtire'j  as  lajits  til:  ihr  er^-nini;.  hot 
no:  longer.  ^ce  Judges  X5C.  Si;  xli.S.  1  *».im.  liv.  24; 
S  Smmuel  L  l^;  Anuq.  t>.  Til   chap.  \ii.  sccL  4. 


bis  son,  slain.  He  also  said  that  he  could 
well  give  him  this  information,  because  he 
«-as  present  at  the  victory  gained  over  the 
Hebrews,  and  was  with  the  king  when  be 
tied.  Nor  did  he  deny  that  he  had  himself 
slain  the  king,  when  he  was  ready  to  be  taken 
by  the  enemy,  and  he  himself  exhorted  him 
to  do  it,  because,  when  he  was  fallen  on  his 
sword,  bis  great  wounds  bad  made  him  so 
weak  that  he  was  not  able  to  kill  himself.  He 
also  produced  demonstrations  that  the  king 
was  slain,  which  were  the  golden  bracelets 
that  had  been  on  the  king's  arras,  and  his 
crotni,  which  be  had  taken  away  from  Saul's 
dead  body,  and  had  brought  them  to  him.  So 
David  having  no  longer  room  to  call  in  ques- 
tion the  truth  of  what  he  said,  birt  seeing  roost 
evident  marks  that  Saul  was  dead,  he  rent  his 
garments,  and  continued  all  that  day,  wth  his 
companions,  in  weeping  and  lamentation.  This 
grief  was  augmented  by  the  consideration  of 
Jonathan,  the  son  of  Saul,  who  had  been  bis 
most  faithful  friend,  and  the  occasion  of  bis 
own  deUverance.  He  also  demonstrated  him- 
self to  have  such  great  virtue,  and  such  great 
kindness  for  Saul,  as  not  only  to  take  his  death 
to  heart,  though  he  had  been  frequently  in 
danger  of  losing  his  Ufe  by  his  means,  but  to 
puiush  him  that  slewbim:  for  when  David 
had  said  to  him,  that  be  was  become  bis  own 
accuser,  as  the  very  man  who  had  slain  the 
king,  and  when  he  understood  that  he  was  the 
son  of  an  Amalekite,  he  commanded  bim  to 
be  slain.  He  also  committed  to  writii.g  some 
lamentations  and  funeral  commendations  of 
Saul  and  Jonathan,  which  have  continued  to 
my  own  age. 

2.   Now  when  Da  rid   had   paid   these   ho* 
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iiours  to  the  king,  he  left  off  his  mourning, 
and  inquired  of  God,  by  the  prophet,  which 
of  the  cities  of  the  tribe  of  Judaii  he  would 
bestow  upon  him  to  dwell  in;  who  answered 
that  he  bestowed  upon  him  Hebron.  So  he 
left  Ziklafi  and  came  to  Hebron,  and  took 
with  hira  fcis  wives,  who  were  in  number  two, 
and  his  armed  men;  whereupon  all  the  people 
of  the  forementioned  tribe  came  to  him,  and 
ordained  him  their  king.  But  when  he  heard 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Jabesh-Gilead  had  bu- 
ried Saul  and  his  sons  [honourably],  he  sent 
to  thein  and  commended  them,  and  took  what 
they  had  done  kindly,  and  promised  to  make 
them  amends  for  their  care  of  those  that  were 
dead ;  and  at  the  same  time  he  informed  them 
that  the  tribe  of  Judah  had  chosen  him  for 
their  king. 

.3.  But  as  soon  as  Abner,  the  son  of  Ner, 
who  \vas  general  of  Saul's  army,  and  a  very 
active  man,  and  good-natured,  knew  that  the 
king  and  Jonathan,  and  his  two  other  sons, 
were  fallen  in  the  battle,  he  made  haste  into 
the  camp;  and,  taking  a\vay  \nth  him  the  re- 
maining son  of  Saul,  whose  name  was  Ish- 
bosheth,  he  passed  over  to  the  land  beyond 
Jordan,  and  ordained  him  the  king  of  the 
whole  multitude,  excepting  the  tribe  of  Ju- 
duh ;  and  made  his  royal  seat  in  a  place  called 
in  our  language  Makfinaim,  but  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Grecians,  The  Camps;  from 
whence  Abner  made  haste  with  a  select  body 
of  soldiers,  to  fight  with  such  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah  as  were  disposed  to  it.  for  he  was  angry 
that  this  tribe  had  set  up  David  for  their  king; 
but  Joab,  whose  father  \vas  Suri,  and  his  mo- 
ther Zeruiah,  David's  sister,  who  was  general 
of  David's  army,  met  him,  according  to  Da- 
vid's appointment.  He  had  with  him  his  bre- 
thren, Abisbai  and  Asahel,  as  also  all  David's 
armed  men.  Now  when  he  met  Abner  at  a  cer- 
tain fountain,  in  the  city  of  Gibeon,  he  prepar- 
ed to  fight;  and  when  Abner  said  to  him  that 
be  had  a  mind  to  know  which  of  them  had  the 
more  valiant  soldiers,  it  was  agreed  between 
them  that  twelve  soldiers  of  each  side  should 
fight  together.  So  those  that  were  chosen  out 
by  both  the  generals  for  this  fight,  came  be- 
tween the  two  armies,  and  thro\ving  their 
lances  one  against  the  other,  they  drew  their 
swords,  and  catching  one  another  bvthe  head, 
they  held  one  another  fast,  and  ran  each  other's 
swords  into  their  sides  and  groins,  until  they 
all,  as  it  were  by  mutual  agreement,  perished 
together.  When  these  were  fallen  down  dead, 
the  rest  of  the  army  came  to  a  sore  battle,  and 
Abner's  men  were  beaten;  and  when  they 
were  beaten,  Joab  did  not  leave  off  pursuing 
them,  but  he  pressed  upon  them,  and  excited 
tlie  soldiers  to  follow  them  close,  and  not  to 
ifro\v  woary  of  killing  them.  His  brethren 
also  pursued  them  \vith  great  alacrity,  especi- 
ally the  younger  Asahel,  who  was  the  most 
eminent  of  them.  He  was  very  famous  for 
nit  Siriftness  of  foot,  for  he  could  not  only  be 


too  hard  for  men,  but  is  reported  to  have  over- 
run a  horse,  when  they  had  a  race  together. 
This  Asahel  ran  violently  after  Abner,  and 
would  not  turn  in  the  least  out  of  the  stra'ght 
way,  either  to  the  one  side  or  to  the  other. 
Hereupon  Abner  turned  back,  and  attempted 
artfully  to  avoid  his  violence.  Sometimes  he 
bade  him  leave  off  the  pursuit,  and  t?.ke  the 
armour  of  one  of  his  soldiers ;  and  sometine? 
when  he  could  not  persuade  him  so  to  do,  ii 
exhorted  him  to  restrain  himself,  and  not  to 
pursue  him  any  longer,  lest  he  should  force 
him  to  kill  him,  and  he  should  then  not  be 
able  to  look  his  brother  in  the  face ;  but  when 
Asahel  would  not  admit  of  any  persuasions, 
but  still  continued  to  pursue  him,  Abner  smote 
him  with  his  spear,  as  he  held  it  in  his  flight, 
and  that  by  a  back-stroke,  and  gave  him  a 
deadly  wound,  so  that  he  died  immediately, 
but  those  that  were  with  him  pursuing  Abner, 
when  they  came  to  the  place  where  Asahel  lay, 
they  stood  round  about  the  dead  body,  and 
left  off  the  pursuit  of  the  eiieirv.  .Hawever, 
both  Joab'  himself,  and  his  brother  Abishai, 
I  ran  past  the  dead  corpse,  and  making  their 
anger  at  the  death  of  Asahel  an  occasion  of 
greater  zeal  against  .\bner,  they  went  on  with 
incredible  ha-ste  and  alacrity,  and  pursued 
Abner  to  a  certain  place  called  Ammah ;  it 
w;is  about  sun-set.  Then  did  Joab  n.«''eT'  t 
certain  hill,  as  he  stood  at  that  place,  havi-ig 
the  tribe  of  Benjamin  n-itb  him,  whence  he 
took  a  \new  of  them,  and  of  Abner  also. 
Hereupon  Abner  cried  aloiiil,  and  said  that  it 
was  not  fit  that  they  shouhl  irritate  men  of  the 
same  nation  to  fight  so  bitterly  one  against 
another;  that  as  for  Asahel  his  brother,  he  was 
himself  in  the  WTong,  when  he  would  not  be 
advised  by  him  not  to  pursue  him  any  farther, 
which  was  the  occasion  of  his  wounding  and 
death.  So  Joab  consented  to  what  he  sjiiri, 
and  accepted  these  words  as  an  excuse  [about 
.4.sahel],  and  called  the  soldiers  back  with  the 
sound  of  the  trumpet,  as  a  signal  for  their 
retreat,  and  thereby  put  a  stop  to  any  farther 
pursuit.  After  which  Joab  pitched  his  camp 
there  that  night;  but  Abner  marched  all  that 
night,  and  passed  over  the  river  Jordan,  and 
came  to  Ishboshelh,  Saul's  son,  to  Mahanaim. 
On  the  next  day  Joab  counted  the  dead  men, 
and  took  care  of  all  their  funerals.  Now  there 
were  slain  of  Abner's  soldiers  about  three 
hundred  and  sixty;  but  of  those  of  David 
nineteen,  and  Asahel,  whose  body  Joab  and 
.\^bishai  carried  to  Bethlehem;  and  when  they 
had  buried  him  in  the  sepulchre  of  their  fa- 
thers, they  came  to  Dand  to  Hebron.  From 
this  time,  therefore,  there  began  an  intestine 
war,  which  lasted  a  gre;it  while,  in  which  the 
followers  of  David  grew  stronger  in  the  dan. 
gers  they  underwent;  and  the  servants  and  sub- 

•  It  011-^'tit  to  he  h-re  noted,  that  Joab.  Ahishai,  and 
A*aht-).  «fre  ;t!l  llirte  IJarirt's  nephews,  tlic  suns  of  hi« 
si*ler  7<-iuia'i.  a-i  1  Chron.  ii.  10;  and  that  Amasawas 
alw)  hiii  ne^liew  bj  bis  other  sister  Abigail,  ver.  17. 
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J€cts  of  Saul's  son  did    almost  every  day  1  e- 
co,T:e  weaker. 

4.  Al>uut  this  time  Da\nd  was  become  tht* 
fatlier  ot"  six  sons,  honi  of  as  many  mothers. 
Tfcc  eldest  was  by  Ahiiioam,  aiul  he  was  called 
Ammoii;  the  second  was  Daniel,  by  his  wife 
Abigail  ;  the  name  of  the  third  was  Absa- 
lom, by  Maacah,  the  daughter  of  Talmai, 
kiner  of  Geshiir;  the  fourth  he  named  Aclo- 
nijah,  by  his  wife  Haggith;  the  fifth  was 
Shephatiah.  by  Abitail ;  the  s-ixth  he  called 
Ithream,  by  Eglah.  Now  wiiile  this  intes- 
tine war  went  on,  and  the  subjects  of  the  two 
kings  came  frequently  to  action  and  to  fight- 
ing, it  was  Abner,  the  general  of  the  host  of 
Saul's  son,  who,  by  his  prudence,  and  the 
great  interest  be  had  among  the  multitude, 
inafle  them  all  continue  with  Ishtio^heth;  and 
indeed  it  was  a  considemble  time  tliat  they 
continued  of  his  party;  but  afterwards  Abner 
was  blamed,  and  an  accusation  was  laid  against 
him,  that  he  went  in  unto  Saul's  concubme: 
her  name  was  Uispah.  the  daughter  of  Aiah. 
So  when  he  wa-^  complained  of  by  Ishbosheth, 
he  WHS  very  uneasy  and  angry  at  it,  because  he 
bad  not  justice  done  him  by  Ishbosheth,  to 
whom  he  had  shown  the  greatest  kindness  ; 
whereupon  he  threatened  to  transfer  the  king- 
dom to  Dand,  and  demonstrate  that  he  did 
not  rule  over  the  people  beyond  Jordan  by 
bis  own  abilities  and  wisdom,  but  by  his  war- 
bke  conduct  and  fidelity  in  leading  his  army. 
So  he  sent  ambassadors  to  Hebron  to  David, 
and  desired  that  he  would  give  him  security 
upon  oath  that  he  would  esteem  him  bis  com- 
panion and  his  friend,  upon  condition  that  be 
should  persuaile  the  people  to  leave  Saul's 
son,  and  choose  him  king  of  the  whole  coun- 
try; and  when  David  had  made  that  league 
with  Abner,  for  he  was  pleased  with  his  mes- 
sage to  him,  he  desired  that  he  would  give 
this  as  the  first  mark  of  performance  of  the 
present  league,  that  he  might  have  bis  wife 
Michal  restored  to  him,  as  her  whom  he  had 
purchased  with  great  hazards,  and  with  those 
six  hundred  heads  of  the  Philistines  whicii  he 
bad  brought  to  Saul  her  father.  So  Abner 
took  Michal  from  Pbaltiel,  who  was  then  her 
husband,  and  sent  her  to  Da\-id,  Ishbosheth 
himself  affording  him  his  assistance;  for  David 
had  written  to  him  that  of  right  he  ought 
to  have  this  his  wife  restored  to  him.  Abner 
also  called  together  the  elders  of  the  multi- 
tude, the  commanders  and  captains  of  thou- 
sands, and  spake  thus  to  them:  That  he  had 
formerly  dissuaded  thera  from  their  own  re- 
solution, when  they  were  ready  to  forsake 
Ishbosheth,  and  to  join  themselves  to  David: 
that,  howe/er,  be  now  gave  them  leave  so  to 
do,  if  they  had  a  mind  to  it,  for  they  knew 
that  God  had  appointed  David  to  be  king  of 
all  the  Hebrews, by  Samuel  the  prophet;  and 
Had  foretold  that  be  should  punish  the  Phi- 
listines, and  overcome  them,  and  bring  them 
uuder.    Now  when  the  elders  and  rulers  heard 


this,  and  understood  that  Abner  wae  roirt 
over  to  those  sentiments  abrut  the  public  af- 
fairs whii-b  they  were  of  befcre,  tbey  chwi-ceii 
their  measures,  and  came  in  to  David.  Wbeo 
these  men  had  agreed  to  Abner's  proposal,  be 
called  together  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  for  all 
of  that  tribe  were  the  guards  of  Uhbosheth's 
body,  and  he  spake  to  tlieni  to  the  snwe  pur- 
pose; and  when  he  saw  that  they  did  not  in 
the  least  oppose  what  he  said,  but  resigned 
themselves  up  to  his  opiiuon,  he  took  about 
twenty  of  his  friends  and  came  to  Da\'id,  in 
order  to  receive  himself  security  upon  oath 
from  him;  for  we  may  justly  esteem  those 
things  to  be  firmer  which  every  one  of  us  do 
by  ourselves,  than  those  which  wt  do  by  an- 
other. He  also  gave  him  an  account  of  what 
he  had  said  to  the  rulers,  and  to  the  wbolo 
tribe  of  Benjamin;  and  when  DaWd  had  re- 
ceived him  in  a  courteous  manner,  and  had 
treated  him  with  great  hospitaUty  for  many 
davs,  Abner,  when  he  was  dismissed,  desired 
him  to  permit  him  to  bring  the  multitude 
w  ith  him,  that  he  might  deUver  up  the  govern- 
ment to  him  when  David  hinisidf  was  present, 
and  a  spectator  of  w  hat  was  done. 

5.  When  Da\id  had  sent  Abner  away,  Joab, 
the  general  of  his  army,  came  immediately 
to  Hebron;  and  when  he  had  unden^tood 
that  Abner  had  been  with  David,  and  had 
parted  with  him  a  little  before  under  leagues 
and  agreements  that  the  government  should 
be  delivered  up  to  David,  he  feared  lest  David 
should  place  Abner,  who  had  assisted  him  to 
gain  the  kingdom,  in  the  first  rank  of  dignity, 
especially  since  he  was  a  shrewd  man  in 
other  respects,  in  understanding  affairs,  and 
in  managing  them  artfully,  as  proper  seasons 
should  require,  and  that  he  should  himself  be 
put  lower,  and  deprived  of  the  command  of 
the  armv;  so  he  took  a  knavish  and  a  wicked 
course.  In  the  first  place,  he  endeavoured  to 
calumniate  Abner  to  the  king,  exhorting  him 
to  have  a  care  of  him,  and  not  to  give  atten- 
tion to  what  he  had  engaged  to  do  for  him, 
because  all  he  did  tended  to  confirm  the  go- 
vernment to  Saul's  son:  that  he  came  to  him 
deceitfully,  and  with  guile,  and  was  gone 
away  in  hopes  of  gaining  his  purpose  by  this 
management;  but  when  he  could  not  thus 
persuade  David,  nor  saw  him  at  all  exaspe- 
rated, he  betook  himself  to  a  project  bolder 
than  the  former:  —  he  determined  to  kill  Ab- 
ner ;  and,  in  order  thereto,  he  sent  some  mes- 
sengers after  him,  to  whom  he  gave  in  charge, 
that  when  they  should  overtake  him,  they 
should  recall  him  in  David's  name,  and  teil 
him  that  he  had  somew  hat  to  say  to  him  about 
his  aflairs,  \Vhich  he  had  not  remembered  to 
speak  of  when  he  was  with  him.  Now  when 
Abner  heard  what  the  messengers  said  (for 
they  overtook  him  in  a  certain  place  called 
liesira^  w  hich  was  distant  from  Hebron  twenty 
hjrlongs),  he  suspected  none  of  the  mischief 
which   was  befalling    bim,    and   c&inc    back. 
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Rereupon  Joab  met  him  in  the  gate,  and  re- 
ceived him  in  the  kindest  manner,  a»  it"  he 
were  Abner's  most  benevolent  acquaintance 
and  friend;  for  such  as  undertake  the  vilest 
actions,  in  order  to  prevent  the  suspicion  of 
any  private  mischief  intended,  do  frequently 
make  the  greatest  pretences  to  what  really 
^ood  men  sincerely  do.  So  he  took  him  aside 
from  his  own  followers,  as  if  he  would  speak 
with  him  in  private,  and  brought  him  into  a 
void  place  of  the  gate,  having  himself  nobody 
with  him  but  his  brother  Abishai;  then  he 
drew  bis  sword,  and  smote  him  in  the  groin; 
upon  which  Abner  died  by  this  treachery  of 
Joab,  which,  as  he  said  himself,  was  iji  the 
way  of  punishment  for  his  brother  A.sahel, 
whom  Abner  smote  and  slew  as  he  was  pur- 
suing after  hira  in  the  battle  of  Hebron,  but 
as  the  truth  was,  out  of  his  fear  of  losing  his 
command  of  the  army,  and  bis  dignity  with 
tlic  king,  and  lest  he  should  be  deprived  of 
those  advantages,  and  Abner  should  obtain 
the  first  rank  in  David's  court.  By  these  ex- 
amples any  one  may  learn  how  many  and  how 
great  instances  of  wickedness  men  will  ven- 
ture upon  for  the  sake  of  getting  money  and 
Qiitliority,  and  that  they  may  not  fail  of  either 
of  them;  for  as  when  they  arc  desirous  of 
obtaining  the  same,  they  acquire  them  by  ten 
tliousar.d  evil  practices;  so  when  they  are 
aiVaid  of  losing  them,  they  get  them  confirm- 
ed to  them  by  practices  nnich  worse  than  the 
funner.  as  if  [no]  other  calamity  so  terrible 
co'jld  befall  them  as  the  failure  of  acquiring 
so  exaUf'd  an  authority;  and  when  they  have 
acquired  it,  and  by  long  custom  found  the 
sweetness  of  it,  the  losing  it  again:  and  since 
this  last  would  be  the  heaviest  of  all  afflictions, 
they  all  of  them  contrive  and  venture  upon 
the  most  difficult  actions,  out  of  the  fear  of 
losing  the  same.  But  let  it  suffice,  that  1 
have  made  these  short  reflections  upon  that 
subject. 

0.  When  Da^nd  heard  that  Abner  was  slain, 
it  grieved  his  soul:  and  he  called  all  men  to 
witness,  with  stretching  out  his  hands  to  God, 
and  crying  out  that  he  was  not  a  partaker  in 
the  murder  of  Abner,  and  that  his  death  was 
not  procured  by  his  command  or  approbation. 
He  also  wished  the  heaviest  curses  might  light 
upon  iiim  that  slew  him,  and  upon  his  whole 
house;  and  he  devoted  those  that  had  assisted 
him  in  this  murder  to  the  same  penalties  on 
Its  account;  for  he  took  care  not  to  appear  to 
have  had  any  hand  in  this  murder,  contrary 
to  the  assurances  he  had  given,  and  the  oaths 
he  had  taken  to  Abner.  However,  he  com- 
manded all  the  people  to  weep  and  lament 
this  man,  and  to  honour  his  dead  body  with 
the  usual  solemnities;  that  is,  by  rending  their 
gnrmrnts,  and  putting  on  sackcloth,  and  that 
tlu's  should  be  the  habit  in  whic-h  they  should 
go  h"*"ore  the  bier;  after  which  he  followed 
it  hiii!s.^lf,  with  the  elders  anti  those  that  were 
rulers,  lamenting  Abner,  and  by  his  tears  de- 


monstrating his  good-will  toward*  him,  while 
he  was  alive,  and  his  sorrow  for  him  now  he 
was  dead,  and  that  he  was  not  taken  o(T  with 
his  consent.  So  he  buried  him  at  Hebron  in 
a  magnihcent  manner,  and  indited  funeral 
elegies  for  him;  he  aUo  stood  first  over  the 
monument  weeping,  and  caused  others  to  do 
the  same;  nay,  so  deeply  did  the  death  of 
Abner  disorder  him,  that  his  companions  could 
Ly  no  means  force  him  to  take  any  food,  for 
he  aHirmed  with  an  oath  that  he  would  taste 
nothing  till  the  sun  was  set.  This  procedure 
gained  him  the  good-will  of  the  multitude; 
for  such  as  had  an  atfection  for  Abner  were 
mightily  satisfied  with  the  respect  he  paid  him 
when  he  was  dead,  and  the  observation  of  that 
faith  he  had  plighted  to  him,  which  was  shown 
in  his  vouchsating  him  a?ll  the  usual  ceremo- 
nies, as  if  he  had  been  his  kinsman  and  his 
friend,  and  not  suifering  him  to  be  neglected 
and  injured  with  a  dishonourable  buritil,  as  if 
he  had  been  his  enemy;  insomuch  that  the 
entire  nation  rejoiced  at  the  king's  gentleness 
and  mildness  of  disposition,  every  one  being 
ready  to  suppose  that  the  king  would  have 
taken  the  same  care  of  them  in  the  Uke  cir- 
cumstances, which  they  saw  he  showed  in  the 
burial  of  the  dead  body  of  Abner.  And  in- 
deed David  principally  intended  to  gain  a  good 
reputation,  and  therefore  he  took  care  to  do 
what  was  proper  in  this  case,  whence  none 
had  any  suspicion  thut  he  was  the  author  of 
Abner's  death.  He  also  said  this  to  the  mul- 
titude. That  he  was  greatly  troubled  at  the 
death  of  so  good  a  man;  and  that  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Hebrews  had  suffered  great  detri- 
ment by  being  deprived  of  him,  who  was  of 
so  great  abilities  to  preserve  them  by  his  ex- 
cellent advice,  and  by  the  strength  of  his  hands 
III  war.  But  he  added,  that  **  God,  who 
hath  a  regard  to  all  men's  actions,  will  not 
sutler  this  man  [Joab]  to  go  o(T  unrevenged ; 
but  know  ye,  that  I  am  not  able  to  do  any 
thing  to  these  sons  of  Zeruiah,  Joab,  and  Abi- 
shai,  who  have  more  power  than  1  have;  but 
God  will  requite  their  insolent  attempts  upon 
their  own  heads."  And  this  was  the  fatal 
conclusion  of  the  life  of  Abner. 


CHAPTER  IL 

THAT  UPON  THE  SLAUGHTER  OF  ISHBOSHETH, 
BY  THE  TIlEACHr.RY  OF  HIS  FRILNl>S,  DA- 
VID RECEIVED  THE  WHOLE   KINGDOM. 

§  1.  When  Ishbosheth,  the  son  of  Saul,  hrt-d 
heard  of  the  death  of  Abner,  he  took  it  ta 
heart  to  be  deprived  of  a  man  that  was  of  his 
kindred,  and  had  indeed  given  him  the  king- 
dom, but  was  greatly  alfUcted,  and  Abner's 
death   very  much  trouMed  him;    nor  did  ho 
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himself  outlive  any  long  time,  but  was  treach- 
erously set  upon  by  the  sons  of  Rimmon 
(Baanab  and  Rechab  were  their  names),  and 
was  slain  by  them;  for  these  being  of  a  family 
of  the  Benjamites,  and  of  the  first  rank  among 
them,  thought  that  if  they  should  slay  Ish- 
bosheth,  they  should  obtain  large  presents  from 
David,  and  be  made  commanders  by  him,  or,  ] 
however,  should  have  some  other  trust  com- 
mitted to  them.  So  when  they  once  found 
him  alone,  and  asleep  at  noon,  in  an  upper 
room,  when  none  of  his  guards  were  there,  ajid 
when  the  woman  that  kept  the  door  was  not 
watching,  but  was  fallen  asleep  also,  partly  on 
account  of  the  labour  she  had  undergone,  and 
partly  on  account  of  the  heat  of  the  day,  these 
mtn  went  into  the  room  in  which  Ishbosheth, 
Saul's  son,  lay  asleep,  and  slew  him ;  they 
also  cut  off  his  head,  and  took  their  journey 
all  that  night,  and  the  next  day,  as  supposiiig 
themselves  ftying  a«-ay  from  those  they  had 
injured,  to  one  that  would  accept  of  this  action 
as  a  favour,  and  would  afford  them  security. 
So  they  came  to  Hebron  and  showed  DaAnd 
the  head  of  Ishbosheth,  and  presented  them- 
selves to  him  as  his  well-\Wshcrs,  and  such  as 
had  killed  one  that  w-as  his  enemy  and  anta- 
gonist. Yet  David  did  not  relish  what  they 
had  done  as  they  expected,  but  said  to  them, 
"  You  vile  wretches,  you  shall  immediately 
receive  the  punishment  you  deserve.  Did 
not  you  know  what  vengeance  I  executed  on 
him  that  murdered  Saul,  and  brought  me  his 
crown  of  gold,  and  this  while  he  who  made 
this  slaughter  did  it  as  a  favour  to  him,  that 
he  might  not  be  caught  by  his  enemies?  Or 
do  you  imagine  that  I  am  altered  in  my  dis- 
position, and  suppose  that  1  am  not  the  same 
in&ii  1  then  was,  but  am  pleased  with  men  that 
are  wicked  doers,  and  esteem  your  vile  ac- 
tions, when  you  are  become  murderers  of  your 
master,  as  grateful  to  me,  when  you  have  slain 
a  righteous  man  upoji  his  bed,  who  never  did 
evil  to  any  body,  and  treated  you  with  great 
good-will  and  respect?  Wherefore  you  shall 
suffer  the  punishment  due  on  his  account,  and 
the  vengeance  I  ought  to  indict  upon  you  for 
kilUng  l^hbosheth,  and  for  supposing  that  1 
should  take  his  death  kindly  at  your  hands; 
for  you  could  not  lay  a  greater  blot  on  my 
honour  than  by  makin*^  such  a  supposal." 
When  David  had  said  this,  he  tormented  them 
with  all  sorts  of  torments,  and  then  put  them 
to  death ;  and  he  bestowed  all  accustomed  rites 
on  the  burial  of  the  head  of  Ishbosheth,  and 
laid  it  in  the  grave  of  Abner. 

'2.  When  these  tilings  were  brought  to  this 
conclusion,  all  the  principal  men  of  the  He- 
brew people  came  to  David  to  Hebron,  with 
the  heads  of  thousands,  and  other  rulers,  and 
delivered  themselves  up  to  him,  putting  him 
in  mind  of  the  good-will  they  had  borne  to 
him  in  Saul's  lifetime,  and  the  respect  they 
then  had  not  ceased  to  pay  him  when  he  was 
taptain  of  a  thousand,  as  also  that  he  was  cho- 


sen of  God  by  Samuel  the  prophet,  he  and  hii 
sons:*  and  declaring  besides,  how  God  had 
given  him  power  to  save  the  land  of  the  He- 
brews, and  overcome  the  Philistines.  Where- 
upon he  received  kindly  this  their  alacrity  o?i  his 
account;  and  exhorted  them  to  continue  in  it, 
for  that  they  should  have  no  reason  to  repent 
of  being  thus  disposed  to  him.  So  when  he 
had  feasted  them,  and  treated  them  kindly,  he 
sent  them  out  to  bring  all  the  people  to  him; 
upon  which  there  came  to  him  about  six  thou- 
sand and  eight  hundred  armed  men  of  the  tribe 
of  Judah,  who  bare  shields  and  spears  for  their 
weapons,  for  these  had  [till  now]  continued 
with  Saul's  son,  when  the  rest  of  the  tribe  ol 
Judah  had  ordained  Dand  for  their  king. 
There  came  also  seven  thousand  and  one  hun- 
dred out  of  the  tribe  of  Simeon.  Out  of  the 
tribe  of  Levi  came  four  thousand  and  seven 
hundred,  having  Jehoiada  for  their  leader. 
After  these  came  Zadok  the  high-priest,  with 
twenty-two  captains  of  his  kindred.  Out  of 
the  tribe  of  Benjamin  the  armed  men  were 
four  thousand  ;  but  the  rest  of  the  tribe  con- 
tinued, still  expecting  that  some  one  of  the 
house  of  Saul  should  reign  over  ihcm.  Those 
of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim  were  twenty  thousand 
and  eight  hundred;  and  these  migh>.-  men  of 
valour,  and  eminent  for  their  strength.  Out 
of  the  Half-tribe  of  Manasseh  came  eighteen 
thousand  of  the  most  potent  men.  Out  of  the 
tribe  of  Issachar  came  two  hundred,  who  fore- 
knew what  was  to  come  hereafter, f  but  of 
armed  men  twenty  thousand.  Of  the^tribe  ol 
Zebulon  fifty  thousand  chosen  men.  Thia 
was  the  only  tribe  that  came  universally  in  to 
David;  and  all  these  had  the  same  weapons 
n-itn  the  tribe  of  Gad.  Out  of  the  tribe  ot 
Naphthali  the  eminent  men  and  rulers  were 
one  thousand,  whose  weapons  were  shields 
and  spears;  and  the  tribe  itself  followed  after, 
being  (in  a  maimer)  innumerable  [thirty-seven 
thousand].  Out  of  the  tribe  of  Dan  there 
were  of  chosen  men  twenty-seven  thousand 
and  six  hundred.  Out  of  the  tribe  of  Asher 
were  forty  thousand.  Out  of  the  two  tribes 
that  were  beyond  Jordan,  and  the  rest  of  the 
tribe  of  Majiasseh,  such  as  used  shields,  ami 
spears,  and  bead-pieces,  and  swords,  were  au 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand.  The  rest  of 
the  tribes  also  made  use  of  swords.  This 
multitude  came  together  to  Hebron  to  David, 
with  a  great  quantity  of  corn  and  wine,  and 

«  This  Day  lie  a  tnie  observation  of  Josephns.  that 

Samuel,  bj  command  from  fiod,  entailed  t^ii-  rrnwn  on 
David  and  bi?  piotcrit)  ;  fur  no  further  did  tlial  entail 
ever  reach,  —  Solomon  liimself  having  never  had  any 
promise  made  him  that  his  postenly  should  alwass  bava 
the  ri^ht  to  it. 

+  These  words  of  Josrphns,  concerning  the  tribe  of 
Issachar,  "  who  foreltnew  what  was  to  come  berealter,** 
are  best  jiaraplirased  by  the  parallel  te&t  [1  Citron,  xii. 
32);  "Who  tiad  understanding  of  the  times,  to  knnw 
what  Israel  ouk^lit  to  do;"  thul  is.  Who  tiad  so  much 
Lao>\lrd.:e  in  astronomy  as  to  make  ralendars  for  the 
Israelites,  that  lliey  might  krep  their  U  stivals.  and  plou>!il 
and  sow,  and  gatber  in  Ibrir  barreata  and  vintaca  i9  dtia 
nasoo. 
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all  other  «orU  of  food,  and  established  David 
in  his  kinRdom  with  one  consent ;  and  when 
the  people  had  rejoiced  for  three  days  in 
Hebron,  David  and  all  the  people  removed 
and  came  to  Jerusalem- 
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HOW  DAVID  LAID  SEIGE  TO  JERC3ALEM;  AND 
WHEN  HE  HAD  TAKEN  THE  CITY,  HE  CAST 
THE  CANAANITES  OUT  OF  IT,  AND  BROUGHT 
IN  THE  JEWS  TO  INHABIT  THEHEIN. 

§  1.   Now  the  Jehusites,  who  were  the  inha- 
bitants of  Jerusalem,  and  were  by  extraction 
Canaanites,  shut  their  gates,  and  placed  the 
blind,  and  the  lame,  and  all  their  maimed  per- 
sons, upon  the  wall,  in  way  of  derision  of  I  he 
king;  and  said  that  the  very  lame  themsclve* 
would  hinder  his  entrance  into  it.      This  they 
did  out  of  contempt  of  his  power,  and  as  de- 
pcMding  on  the  strength  of  their  walls.      Da- 
vid was  herehy  enraged,  and  began  the  siege 
of  Jerusalem,  and  employed  his  utmost  dili- 
gence and  alacrity  therein,  as  intending,   by 
the  taking  of  this  place,  to  demonstrate  his  , 
power,  and  to  intimidate  all  others  that  might 
be  of  the  like  [evil]  disposition  towards  him: 
io  he  took  the  hnver  city  by  forct,  but  the  ci- 
tadel held  out  SI  ill;'   whence  it  was  that  the 
king,  knowing  that  the   proposal  of  dignities 
and  rewards  would  curaurage  the  soldiers  to 
greater  actions,  promised  that  he  who  should 
first  go  over  the  ditches  that  were  beneath  the 
citadel,  and  should  ascend  to  the  citadel  itself 
and  take  it,  should  have  the  command  of  {he 
entire  people  conferred  upon  him.      So  tbey 
all  were  ambitious  to  ascend,  and  thought  no 
pains  too  great  in  order  to  ascend  thither,  out 
of  their  desire  of  the  chief  command.      How- 
ever, Joab,  the  son  of  Zeruiah,  prevented  the 
rest;  and  as  soon  as  he  was  got  up  to  the  ci- 
tadel, cried  out  to  the  king,  and  claimed  the 
chief  command. 

•  What  our  other  copies  My  of  Mount  Sion,  u  alone 
properly  railed  the  City  of  David  (2  Sam.  v.  0--9),  and 
„l  tUiiit..-,e!e  and  conquest  n,m  by  David,  Josephus 
aoDlies  to  Hie  wl.ole  city  Jenisalero,  ttiougli  iniludinn 
the  citad,:!  aUo  i  by  what  anthorily  we  do  not  now  know 
-perhaps,  after  David  had  united  them  toRelher,   or 
iQ.ned  thecit;idel  lo  the  lower  c.ty,  as  sect,  S.Josephus 
Kleemed  Ihcni  as  one  city.      However,  this  notion  seems 
to  he  conlinned   by  what  the  same  Josephiis  says  con-  , 
urfi.ini!  David's,  and  many  other  kings  of  Judah  v  se.  . 
ni.lchres  which,  as  the  authors  of  the  booliS  of  kings  and  I 
Chronicles  say,  were  in  the  city  of   David,  so  Joes  Jose-  | 
phus  still  say  they  were  in  Jerusalem.    The  sepulchre  i 
of  David  seems  to  have  been  also  a  known  place  in  the 
several  days  of  Ilyrcanus,  of  Herod,  and  of  St.  1  eler 
—  \nliq  b  xiii.  ch-  viii.  sect.  4  ;  b.  xvi.  ch.  vii.  sect.  1  ,■  | 
Acts  ii.  2 '.     Now  no  such  royal  sepulchres  have  been  | 
louud   about  Mount  Sion,  but  are  found  close  by  the 
north  wall  of  Jerusalem,  which  I  suspect,  therefore,  to 
be  these  very  sepulchres.     See  the  note  on  chap  iv.  sect 
S       in  the  mean  time,  Josepbus's  eiplicaUon  of  the 
lame,  and  the  blind,  and  the  maimed,  as  set  to  keep  this 
cilv  or  ciiadel,  seims  to  be  the  truth,  and  gives  the  best 
lieht  to  that  liislorv  in  our  Bible.      Air.  (Itlius  truly  ob- 
icrve.   (  al).    Haverramp.  p    M'l).  that  Joseplius  nev,?r 
menlion.    Mi.uot  >iii.n  h\  thai   name,  as  taking  it  for  an 


2.    When   David  had  cast  the  Jebusites 
out  of  the  citadel,  he  also  rebuilt  Jerusalem, 
and   named  it  Tlie  Cil<i  of  David,  and  abode 
there  all  the  time  of  his  reign :   but  for  the 
time  that  he  reigned  over  the  tribe  of  Judah 
oidy  in  Hebron,  it   was  seven    >ear3  and  six 
months.      Now  when  he  bad  chosen   Jerusa- 
lem to  be  his  royal  city,  his  affairs  did  more 
and  more  prosper,  by  the  Providence  of  Ciod, 
who  took  care  that  they  should  improve  and 
be  augmented.      Hiram  also,  the  king  of  the 
Tyrians,  sent  amb.issadors  to  him,  and  made 
a  league  of  mutual  friendship  and  assisUnce 
with  him.      He  also  sent  him  presents,  cedar- 
trees,  and  mechanics,  and  men  skilful  in  build- 
ing and  architecture,  that   they  might   build 
him  a  royal  palace  at  Jerusalem.      Now  Da- 
vid made  buildings  round  about  the  lower 
city:    he  also  joined   the   citadel  to  it,  and 
made  it  one  body ;  and  when  he  had  encom- 
passed all  with   walls,  be  appointr-d   Joab  to 
take  care  of  them.      It  was  David,  therefore, 
who  6rst  cast  the  Jebusites  out  of  Jerusalem, 
and    called  it  by  his  own  name,  Tlie  City  of 
David;  for  under  our  forefather  Abraham  it 
was  called   (Salem   orj   Sulyma;f   but  after 
that  time,  some  say  that  Homer  mentions  it 
by  that  name  of  Solyma,  [for  he  named  the 
temple  Solyma,  accoriliiig  to  the  Hebrew  lan- 
guage,   which   denotes  securitij.^     Now   the 
whole  time  from  the  warfare  under  Joshua 
our  general  against  the  Canaanites,  and  from 
that   war   in    which  he   overcame  them,  and 
distributed  the  land  among  the  Hebrews  (nor 
could  the  Israelites  ever  cast  the  Canaanites 
out  of  Jerusalem  until  this  time,  when  David 
took  it  by  siege),  this  whole  time  was  five 
hundred  and  fifteen  years. 

3.  I  shall  now  make  mention  of  Araunah, 
who  was  a  wealthy  man  among  the  Jebusites, 
but  was  not  slain  by  David  in  the  siege  of  Je- 
rusalem, because  of  the  good-will  he  bore  to 
the  Hebrews,  and  a  particular  benignity  and 
alTectiou  which  he  had  to  the  king  himself; 
which  I  shall  take  a  more  seasonable  opportu- 
nity to  speak  of  a  little  afterwards.  Now 
David  married  other  wives  over  and  above 
those  which  he  had  before :  he  had  also  con- 


meii.ii'"^     mi. 11111      -11.1 .■-         •  — -       ■  - 

apveilat've.  OS  1  svppose.  find   n"l   for  aprnpir  name 
basi  II  either  styles  it  7«e  Citadtl,  or  7/ie  U^"  f^'" 


'  Cil»( 


nor  do  I  seo  any  reason  for  Mr.  Otlius's  evil  sospidolU 

about  this  procedure  of  Josephus 

+  ISome  copies  of  Josephus  have  here  Solyma,  or  Sa- 
lem ;  and  others  Hiernsolyina,  or  Jerusalem.  The  lat- 
ter best  agree  to  what  Josephus  says  elsewhere  (of  tbo 
War.  b.  vi.  c.  I  ),  that  this  city  was  called  Solyma  or  !<a. 
lem,  before  ihe  days  of  Melchisedec  :  hut  was  by  him 
called  H  ictosolyma,  or  Jerusalem.  1  rather  suppose  it  to 
have  hiirn  so  railed  after  Abraham  had  received  that  ora- 
cle Jcltmah  Jtnrh  :  "  the  Lord  will  see.  or  provide-  (Gen. 
ixii.  141.  The  latter  word  Jireh,  with  a  little  alteration, 
preBied  to  the  old  name  Salem,  Praet,  will  be  Jenisa- 
fem  :  and  since  that  expression.  "  God  will  see,"  or  ni. 
ther  "  God  will  provide  himself  a  lamb  for  a  Uuml- 
offtring"  (ver.  H,  H),  is  there  said  to  have  been  prover. 
bial  till  the  days  of  Moses,  this  seems  to  me  the  most 
probable  derivation  of  that  name,  which  W'lll  then  de- 
note, ••Ihat  God  would  provide  peace  by  that  '-amb  ol 
«„d  which  was  to  take  away  the  sins  of  the  world.  • 
However,  that  which  is  put  into  brackets,  can  barjlv  h. 
supposed  the  genuine  words  of  Josephus,  as  Dr.  CadsoB 
well  ji'.*ges. 
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number  eleven,  whose  names  were  Amrion, 
Emiios,  Eban,  Nathan,  ^olomon,  Jeban,  Elien, 
Phalna,  Ennaphen,  Jenae,  Elipbale;  and  a 
dauphter,  Taniar.  Nine  of  these  were  born 
of  legitimate  wives,  but  the  two  last-named 
of  concubines;  and  Tamar  had  the  same  mo- 
ther with  Absalom. 


cubines.     The  sons   whom  he  had  were  in  ]  as    numerous   as   before,   and   pitched   their 

camp  on  the  same  spot  of  ground  as  belore. 
The  king  of  Israel  therefore  inquired  of  God 
again  concerning  the  event  of  the  battle;  and 
the  high-priest  prophesied  to  him,  that  be 
should  keep  his  army  in  the  groves,  called  the 
(;rnie%  rf  Weeping,  which  were  not  far  from 
the  enemy's  camp,  and  that  he  should  not 
move,  nor  begin  to  fight,  till  the  trees  of  the 
grove  should  be  in  motion  without  the  wind's 
blowing;  but  as  soon  as  these  trees  movcil, 
aiid  the  time  foretold  to  him  by  God  w.l^ 
come,  he  should,  without  delay,  go  out  to 
gain  what  was  an  alreb.dy  prepared  and  eri- 
dent  victory;  for  the  st- eral  ranks  of  the 
enemy's  array  did  not  sustain  him,  but  re- 
treated at  the  first  onset,  whom  he  closely 
followed,  and  slew  them  as  he  went  along, 
and  pursued  them  to  the  city  of  Gaza  (which 
is  the  limit  of  their  coujitry):  after  this  he 
spoiled  their  camp,  in  which  he  found  great 
riches;  and  he  destroyed  their  gods. 

■2.  When  this  had  proved  theevent  of  the 
battle,  David  thought  it  proper,  upon  a  consul- 
tation u-ith  the  elders  and  rulers,  and  captains 


CUAPTER  IV. 

THAT    WHEN     D.\VID     HAD    CON«LKRED     THE 

PHILISTINKS,     WHO      HADE     WAR     AGAINST 

HIM   AT  JEllLSALEJl,  HE  UEUOVEU  THE  ARK 

TO     JERUSALEM,     AND     HAD     A      MIND     TO 

".BCILD  A  TEMPLE. 

§  1.  'When  the  Philistines  understood  that 
David  was  made  king  of  the  Hebrews,  they 
made  war  against  him  ai  Jerusalem;  and 
when  they  had  seized  upon  that  valley  which 
is  called  7"Ae  Fo/Vr v  nf  the  (iianis,  and  is  a 
place  not  far  from  the  city,  they  pitched  their 


camp  therein:  but  the  kiiig  of  the  Jews,  who  of  thousands,  to  send  lor  those  that  were  m 
never  permitted  himself  to  do  any  thing  with-  the  flower  of  their  age  out  of  all  his  country- 
out  r.rophecv,'  and  the  command  of  God,  and  ,  men,  and  out  of  the  whole  land,  and  withal 


«-ithout  depending  on  him  as  a  security  tor 
tlie  time  to  come,  bade  the  high-priest  to  fore- 
tell to  him  what  was  the  will  of  God,  and 
what  would  be  the  event  of  this  battle.  And 
when  be  foretold  that  he  should  gain  the  vic- 
tory and  the  dominion,  he  led  out  his  army 
against  the  Philistines;  and  when  the  battle 
was  joined,  he  came  himself  behind,  and  tell 
upon  the  enemy  on  the  sudden,  and  slew 
some  of  them,  and  put  the  rest  to  flight.  .\nd 
let  no  one  suppose  that  it  was  a  small  army 
of  the  Philistines  that  came  against  the  Hi 


for  the  priests  and  the  Levites,  in  order  to 
their  going  to  Kirjathjearim,  to  bring  up  the 
ark  of  God  out  of  that  city,  and  to  carry  it  to 
Jerusalem,  and  Ihere  to  keep  it,  and  offer  be- 
fore it  those  sacrifices  and  those  other  honours 
with  which  God  used  to  be  well  pleased;  for 
had  they  done  thus  in  the  reign  of  Saul,  they 
had  not  undergone  any  great  misfortunes  at 
all.  So  when  the  whole  body  of  the  people 
were  come  together,  as  they  had  resolved  to 
do,  the  king  came  to  the  ark,  which  the  priesta 
brought  out  of  the  house  of  Aminadab,  am' 


brews   as  guessing  so  from  the  suddenness  of  I  laid  it  upon  a  new  cart,  and  permitted  then 


their  defeat,  and  from  their  ha\ing  performed 
no  great  action,  or  that  was  worth  recording 


brethren  and  their  children  to  draw  it,  toge- 
ther with  the  oxen.     Before  it  went  the  kin^ 


from  the  slowmess  of  their  march  and  want  of)  and  the  whole  multitude  of  the  people  witi 
couiage;  but  let  him  know  that  ail  Svria  and  ]  him,  singing  hymns  to  Go<l,  and  making  use 
nations  '  besides  j  of  all  sorts  of  songs  usual  among  them,  mtC 
variety  of  the  sounds  of  musical  instruments, 
and  «ith  dancing  and  singing  of  psalins,  as 
also  with  the  sounds  of  trumpets  ami  of  cym- 
bals, and  so  brought  the  ark  to  Jerusalem 
But  as  they  were  lome  to  the  threshing-flooi 
of  Chidon,  a  (dace  so  called,  I'zzah  was  slain 
by  the  anger  of  God ;  for  as  the  oxen  shook 
the  ark,  he  stretched  out  his  h,and,  and  would 
needs  take  hold  of  it.  Now  because  he  was 
not  a  priest,'  ami  yet  touched  the  ark,  God 


Phtpiucia,   with  many  other 

them,  and  those  warhke  nations  also,  came 

to  their  assistance,  and  had  a  share  in    this 

war: which  thing  was  the  only  cause  why, 

when  they  had  been  so  often  comiucred,  and 
had  lo,-t  so  many  ten  thousiinds  of  their  men, 
thev  still  came  upon  tlie  Hebrews  with  greater 
armies ;  nay,  indeed,  when  they  had  so  often 
failed  of  their  purpose  in  these  battles,  they 
came  upon  David  with  an  army  three  times 

*  It  vieserves  here  to  b(>   reniarked,  thnt  Saul  verv 
rarelv.  aii«l  Davirt  very  rreqiiently,  cmsaUetl  G"d  bVj      •  Josephus  spems  lo  he  partly  in  the  riehl.  when  lie 


Urim;  anil  that  David'  aimed  atw.nys  to  depend  not  on 
M-s  own  prudvnce  or  aldtitifp.  but  on  ihe  divine  direc- 
tion, contrary  to  Sanl's  practice.  See  scot  2,  and  the 
note  on  Antiq.  b  iii.  chap.  viii.  sett  9 ;  and  wli-n  Saul  s 
(lai'ith'.T  (hut  David's  wife)  Miclial  Inushed  at  David  s 
itaiciSL'  Ixfore  the  ark.  S  Sam.  vi.  IS,  Ac;  and  here, 
eect  l.'*2.  ;^  it  i.s  proiiahlo  slie  did  so.  because  her  fa- 
tlier  Saul  rli.l  not  u.-^e  to  pay  sneh  a  reirard  to  the  ark, 
lo  the  friin  lUereinqi.itvd  by.  or  to  Cods  wcrship  lie- 
fore  i; :  and  t  eeailte  sli-  tliuuifbt  it  beoeatli  the  dignity 
vf  II  kiiiK  lo  Ue  su  reli(;iouiB, 


obwrves  heie  thai  L'z'iah  was  nu  priest  (thouih  perhaps 
he  ini^ht  he  a  I.ev:te).  and  was  therefoie  slruek  dead  for 
touehing  Ihe  ark,  contrarj  to  the  law.  and  for  which  pro- 
lane  rashness  death  was  Ihe  penalty  by  that  law.  Numb, 
iv  lo. -jO.  s-ee  the  like  before.  A  ntiq.h.  VI.  ch  i  sect  4. 
II  is  not  inipr..hal)le  Ili«1  the  ptillinf;  this  ark  in  a  cart, 
when  it  oui;hl  to  have  heen  rarra-d  by  the  priests  or  1/:- 
\ues.  as  it  was  piesenll\  here  in  Jnseptms  so  cained 
l(om  Ohededuni's  l.oii-e  I..  Daviii's.  ii.i2!it  be  jl.so  an  OC' 
e.isinn  of  the  anser  OI  '-od  on  thai  brcaeh  o^  his  i*W 
See  Numb.  iv.  16;  I  Ch'oo.  xv    U 
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struck  him  dead.     Hereupon  both  the  king 
»nd  ibe  people  were  displeased  at  the  death 
of  Uziah ;  and  the  place  where  he  died  is  still 
called  the  Breach  of  Vziah  unto  this  day.    So 
Uavid  was  afraid;   and  supposing  that  if  he 
re.-eived  the  ark  to  Uiinself  into  the  dty,  he 
mipbt  suffer  in  the  like  maniar  as  Uzzah  hail 
Wtfered,  who,  upon  his  hare  putting  out  his 
hwd  to  the  ark,  died  in  the  iiiaii.ier  already 
mentioned,  he  did  not  receive  it  to  hi.nseU 
into  the  eitv,  but  he  took  it  aside  unto  a  cer- 
tain    place '  belonging    to  a  righteous    man, 
whose  name  was  Obededom,  who  was  by  his 
foiiulv  a  Levite.  and  deposited  the  ark  with 
him;'   and   it    remained   there    three    ei.tir. 
months.     This  augmented  the  house  of  Obed- 
edom, and  conferred  many  blessings  upon  it ; 
and  when  the  king  had  heard  what  had  befal- 
len Obededom,  how  he  was  become  of «  poor 
man  in  a  low  estate,  exceedingly  happy,  and 
the  object  of  envy  to  all  those  that  «aw  or  in- 
quired after  bis  house,  he  took  courage,  and 
hoping  that  he  should  meet  with  no  misfor- 
tune  thereby,  be  transferred  the  ark  to  his 
ewn  house,  the  priests  carrying  it,  while  seven 
companies  of  singers,   who  were  set  in  that 
order  by  the  king,  went  before  it,  and  while  , 
he  himself  plaved  upon  the  harp,  and  joined 
in  the   music,  insomuch  that  when  his  wite 
Michal,  the  daughter  of  Saul,  wlio  was  our 
first  king,  saw  him  so  doing,  she  laughed  at 
him;  but  when  they  had  brought  in  the  ark 
thev  placed   it   under   the   tabernacle   which 
David  had  pitched  for  it,  and  he  offered  cost- 
Iv  sacri6ces  and  peace-offerings,  and  treated 
the  whole   multitude,  and  dealt   both  to  the 
women,  and  the  men,  and  the  int.iiits,  a   oat 
of  bread  and  a  cake,  and  another  cake  baked 
in  a  pan,  with  a  portion  of  the  sacrifice,      bo 
when  he  had  thus  feasted  the  people,  he  sent 
them  away,  and  he  himself  returned  to  lus 

own  house.  .-      ,      :,       t.^ 

3.  But  when  Michal  his  wife,  the  daughter 
of  Saul,  came  and  stood  by  him,  she  wished 
him  all  other  happiness;  and  entreated  that 
whatsoever  he  should  farther  desire,  to  the  ut- 
most possibiUty,  might  be  given  hini  by  God, 
and  that  he  might  be  favourable  to  him  ;  yet 
did  she  blame  him,  that  so  great  a  king  as  he 
was  should  dance  after  an  unseemly  manner, 
and  in  his  dancing  uncover  hiinselt  among  the 
servants  and  the  hand-maidens;  but  he  re- 
plied, that  he  was  not  ashamed  to  do  what 
was  acceptable  to  God,  who  had  preferred 
him  before  her  father,  and  before  all  others; 
that  he  would  play  frequently,  and  dance, 
without  any  regard  to  what  the  hand-maidens 
and  she  herself  thought  of  it.  So  this  Michal 
cad  no  children;  however,  when  she  was 
afterwards  married  to  him  to  whom  Saul  her 
father  had  given  her  (for  at  this  time  David 
had  taken  her  away  from  him,  and  had  her 
btoifelf),  she  bare  five  children.  But  con- 
cerning those  matters  I  shall  discourse  in  a 
proper  place. 


4.  Now  when  the  king  saw  that  his  afEurs 
grew  better  almost  every  day,  by  the  will  ot 
God    he  thougut  he  should  offend  him,  li, 
while  he  himself  continued  in  houses  made  of 
cedar,  such  as  were  of  a  great  height,  and  had 
the   most   curious   works  of  architecture   m 
them,  heshoHld  overlook  the  ark  while  it  was 
laid  in  a  tabernacle,  and  was  desirous  to  buUd 
a  temple  txi  God,  as  Moses  had  predicted  such 
a  temple   should  be  built.*     And   when  be 
had  discoursed  with  Nathan  the  prophet  about 
'  these   vhiiigs,  and  had  been   encouraged  by 
him  to  do  whatsoever  he  had  a  mind  to  do, 
as  having  God  with  him  and  bis  helper  in  all 
ihings,  he  was  thereupon  the  more  ready  to 
set  about  that  building.     But  God  appeared 
to  Nathan  that  very  night,  and  commanded 
him  to  sav  to  David,t  that  he  took  his  pur- 
pose  and  his  desires  kindly,  since  nobody  had 
before  now  taken  it  ir.to  their  head  to  build 
him  a  temple,  although  upon  his  having  such 
a  notion  he  would  i.ot  permit  him  to  build  him 
that  temple,  because  he  had  made  many  wars, 
and  was  defiled  with  the  slaughter  of  his  ene- 
!  mies;  that,  however,  after  his  death,  in  his  old 
j  age.  and  when  he  had  lived  a  long  life,  there 
'  should  be  a  temple  built  by  a  son  of  his,  who 
should   take   the   kingdom    after    him,    and 
'  should  be  called  Solomon,  whom  he  promised 
to  provide  for,  as  a  father  provi'des  for  his 
son  by  preserving  the  kingdom  for  his  son's 
posterity,  and  delivering  it  to  them;  but  that 
be  would  still  punish  him  if  he  sinned,  w^th 
diseases  and  barrenness  of  land.     "When  Da- 
vid understood  this  from  the  prophet,  and 
was  overjovful  at  this  knowledge  of  the  sure 
continuance  of  the  dominion  to  his  posterity, 
and  that  his  house   should  be  splendid    and 
very  famous,  he  came  to  the  ark,  and  feU 
down  on  his  face,  and  began  to  adore  God, 
and  to  return  thanks  to  him  for  all  his  bene- 
fits  as  well  for  those  that  he  had  already  be- 
stowed upon  him  in  raising  him   from  a  low 
state,  and  from  the  employment  of  a  shep- 
herd    to  so  great  dignity   of  dominion  and 
glory   as  for   those   also  which  he  had   pro- 
mised   to   bis   posterity;    and,    besides,    for 
that   providence  which  he  had  exercised  ovef 
the  Hebrews,  in  procuring  them  the  liberty 


.  J<„M.Sas  Vn-  informs  «,  Itirit,  aceorf.nif  to  hlj 

under»l»idiri!  of  the  sen^e  of  his  cpy  of  he  Pent.- 
leucb.  Mo^.  h.d  himstlf  forelold  tb=  bu.lJin?  of  to 
lemDle  which  yel  is  nowhere,  that  1  Wnow  of,  in  our 
D  "seni  M6i".  And  that  this  i.  not  a  mistakejet  down 
S^Wm  "uwW^Pf-"  by  what  he  -J,«""^,  ^f  "ff- 
on  /tmiq  b.  iv.  eh.  Tiii.  sect.  46,  how  Moses  foretold, 
that  opo'n  the  Je«s-  future  disobedience,  their  temple 
Sould'be  burnt  and  rebuilt,  and  that  "»' ""^  ""''-^"^ 
several  t.nies  aner<vard.  S«»I»°-'°''I'''"' '!?""! 
of  God-8  former  commands  to  bui^d  such  a  temple  pre- 
sentlv  (h.  liv.  sect.  5).  contrary  to  our  other  copies,  or 
Tt  least  to  our  translation  of  the  Hebrew,  »  Sam.  Tu.  6, 

'  V' Wns"L'j.%  this  place,  with  our  modern  in- 
terorelers  to  confound  the  two  disunct  predictions 
wtoh  1^  maStoUavid  and  to  ^a.han  con="n,ng 
U,e  buildini;  h,m  a  temple  b>  one  ot  David  s  P"tenty  : 
ihe  one  b^lf.nje'h  to  Solomon.  Ibe  olher  to  the  Messiah  i 
lie  Sr.l,nc.>ou  between  whx:.  is  of  the  peafst  con,.- 
<jaence  to  she  Chri.lian  '  lifioa. 
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they  enjoyed.  And  when  he  had  said  thus, 
and  had  sung  a  hymn  of  praise  to  God,  he 
went  his  way. 

CHAPTER  V. 

HOW  DATtD  BROUGHT  UNDER  THE  PHILIS- 
TINES, AND  THE  MOABITES,  AND  THE  KINGS 
or  SOPHENE,  AND  OF  DAMASCUS,  AND  OP 
THE  SYRIANS,  AS  ALSO  THE  IDUMEANS,  IS 
war;  AND  HOW  HE  MADE  A  LEAGUE  \nTH 
THE  KING  OP  HAMATH;  AND  WAS  MIND- 
PUL  OP  THE  FRIENDSHIP  THAT  JONATHAN, 
THE  sen  OP  SAUL,  BAD  BORNE  TO  HIM. 


§  1.  A  LITTLE  while  after  this,  he  considered 
that  he  ought  to  make  war  against  the  Philis- 
tines, and  not  to  see  any  idleness  or  laziness 
permitted  in  his  management,  that  so  it  might  |  thus 


of  his  purpose,  and  lost  in  the  battle  a  great 
number  of  his  soldiers;   for  there  were  st^in 
of  the  army  of  Hadad  twenty  thousand,  and 
all  the  rest  fled.   Nicolaus  [of  Damascus]  also 
makes  mention  of  this  king  in  the  fourth  book 
of  his  histories;  where  he  speaks  thus:    "  A 
great  while  after  these  things  had  happened, 
there  was  one  of  that  countrj-  whose  nam* 
w^s  Hadad,  who  was  become  very  potent:  h« 
reigned  over   Damascus  and  the  other  parts 
of  Syria,  excepting  Phoenicia.     He  made  war 
against  David,  the  king  of  Judea,  and  tried 
his  fortune  in  many  battles,  and  particularly 
in  the  last  battle  at  Euphrates,  wherein  be  n-ap 
beaten.     He  seemed  to  have  been  the  most 
excellent  of  all  their  tings  in  strength  and 
manhood."     Nay,  besides  this,  he  says  of  his 
posterity,  that  "  they  succeeded  one  another 
I  in  his  kingdom,  and  in  his  name ;"  where  he 
peaks:    "When  Hadad  \vas  dead,  his 


prove  as  God  had  foretold  to  him,  that,  when    posterity  reigned  for  ten  generations,  each  of 
he   hit   overthrown   his  enemies,  he  should  |  his  successors  receiving  from  his  father  that 


leave  his  posterity  to  reign  in  peace  afterward 
so  he  called  together  his  army  again,  and  when 
he  had  charged  them  to  be  ready  and  prepar- 


his  dominion,  and  this  his  name;  as  did  the 
Ptolemies  in  Egypt.  But  the  third  was  the 
most  powerful  of  them  all,  and  was  willing  t* 


ed  for  war,  and  when  he  thought  that  all  things  ;  avenge  the  defeat  his  forefather  had  receive.) : 
in  his  armv  were  ^n  a  good  state,  he  removed  !  so  he  made  an  expedition  against  the  Jew-s, 
from  JeruLdera,  ann  came  against  the  Philis-  !  and  laid  \vaste  the  aty  which  is  now  caUed 
tines-  and  when  he  had  overcome  them  in  bat-  j  Samaria."  Nor  did  he  err  from  the  truth;  for 
tie  and  had  cut  off  a  great  part  of  their  coun- !  this  is  that  Hadad  who  made  the  expedition 
trv  and  adjoined  it  to  the  countrv  of  the  He-  j  against  Samaria,  in  the  reign  of  Ahab,  king 
brews,  he  transferred  the  war  to  the  Moabites;  I  of  Israel;  concerning  whom  we  shall  speak 
and  when  he  had  overcome  two  parts  of  their   in  due  place  hereafter. 

armv  in  battle,  he  took  the  remaining  part  cap-  3.  Now  when  David  had  made  an  expedi- 
tive'  and  imposed  tribute  upon  them,  to  be  tion  against  Damascus  and  the  other  parts  of 
paid  annuaUv.  He  then  made  war  against !  Syria,  and  had  brought  it  all  into  subjection 
Hadadezer,  the  son  of  Rehob,  king  of  So-  t  and  had  placed  garrisons  in  the  country,  and 
ohene-  and  when  he  had  joined  battle  with  ,  appointed  that  they  should  pay  tnbute.  he  re. 


hiin  at  the  river  Euphrates,  he  destroyed 
twentv  thousand  of  liis  footmen,  and  about 
seven  thousand  of  his  horsemen;  he  also 
took  a  thousand  of  his  chariots,  and  destroyed 
the  greatest  part  of  them,  and  ordered  that 
no  more  than  one  hundred  should  be  kept." 

■2.  Now  when  Hadad.t  king  of  Damascus 
and  of  Syria,  heard  that  David  fought  against 
Hadadezer,  who  was  his  friend,  h^  came  to 
his  assistance  with  a  powerful  army,  in  hopes 
to  rescue  him ;  and  when  he  had  joined  battle 
with  David  at  the  river  Euphrates,  he  failed 

•  navid's  rfsfrrint;  only  one  hnndred  cbariols  for 
hir  ,elf,  out  of  one  tbuHsalid  he  had  lakfn  from  Hada- 
('•ii^r.  was  most  probablv  done  in  compliance  with  the 
I..  .  of  Moses,  which  forbude  a  kinp  of  Israel  "  to  mul- 
t  ly  horses  to  himself,'*  Pent.  xvii.  16,  one  of  the 
Vrincipal  uses  of  horses  in  Judea  at  that  time  being;  for 
iirarting  their  chariots.  See  Josh.  sii.  6;  and  Antiq.  b. 
V.  chap.  i.  sect  IS. 

+  It  deserves  here  to  be  remarVed,  that  this  Hadad, 
bein^  a  very  great  king,  was  ronqueivd  by  David.  wbos« 
posterity  yet  for  several  generations  werv  called  Benha- 
dad,  or  the  son  of  Had:id.  till  the  days  of  HaKael,  whose 


turned  home.  He  also  dedicated  to  God  at 
Jerusalem  the  golden  quivers,  the  entire  ar- 
mour which  the  guards  of  Hadad  used  to 
wear;  which  Shifluik,  the  king  of  Egypt, 
took  away  when  he  fought  mth  David's 
grandson,  Rehoboam,  with  a  great  deal  of 
other  wealth  which  he  carried  out  of  Jerusa. 
lem.  llijwevcr.  these  things  will  come  (o  be 
explained  in  their  proper  places  hereafter. 
Now  as  for  the  king  of  the  Hebrews,  he  was 
assisted  by  God,  who  gave  him  great  success 
ill  his  wars;  and  he  made  an  expedition  Hgjins* 
the  best  cities  of  Hadadezer,  Betah  anrt  JJa." 
chon ;  -o  he  look  them  by  force,  and  laid  them 
Ha-tc.  Therein  was  found  a  very  great  rjuan- 
titv  of  gold  and  silver,  besides  that  sort  of 
lir:t-s  which  is  said  to  be  more  valuable  than 
fold ;  of  which  brass  Solomon  made  that  large 
•  rssel  which  was  called  The  [BroiexT  Seo,  and 
those  most  curious  lavers,  when  he  built  the 
trinple  for  God. 

4.   But  when  the  king  of  Hamath  was  in- 


son  Adaror  Ader  isalso  in  our  Hebrew  copy  (2  Kings,  formed  of  the  ill  success  of  Hadadezer,  and 

xiii-  21),  written  Benhiidad;  but  in  .losephus.  Adad  ::r  ,      ,    ,  ,      r  ,u  -         r  l,:- ™  .     \,^  »—:> 

Adar,     And  strange  it  iMhat  the  =on  of  Ha2,.el,  said  to  l'"!    heard   of  the   rum   of  hi,   army,    he  Was 

be  such  in  the  same  text,  and  in  Josephus  [Antiq.  h  is,  f  ;iri    '^ii    his    own    account,  and   resolved    fo 

cbap  Tiii.  sect,  7)  should  still  be  called   the  !<>n  of  Ha-  „  j.^  .,   \^„^„f  (,f   tTiend>hip  and  fidelitV  »!.•'■ 

dad,  Tould  therefore  here  correct  our  Hebrew  copy  ,.      .  .     ,    ^         ,        ,_       ,j  »  u'_     ^- 

torn  Joseuhuj*.  whidh  Hems  lo  have  the  true  reading.    ,  Divid,  before  be  should  couiC  against  hun;  so 
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he  sent  to  him  his  son  Joram,  and  professed 
that  he  owed  him  thanks  for  fighting  against 
Haiiiuiezer,  wbo  was  his  enemy,  and  made  a 

k';if(ue  with  liim  of  mutual  assistance  and 
friendship.  He  also  sent  him  presents,  ves- 
sels of  ancient  workmanship,  both  of  gohl,  of 
silver,  and  of  brass.  So  when  David  had 
made  this  league  of  mutual  assistance  with 
Toi  (for  that  was  the  name  of  the  king  of 
Hainath),  and  had  received  the  presents  he 
sent  him,  he  dismissed  his  son  with  th;tt  re- 
spect which  was  due  on  both  sides;  but  then 
David  brnug^ht  those  presents  that  were  sent 
by  him.  as  also  the  rest  of  the  gold  and  silver 
whii'h  he  had  taken  of  the  cities  whom  be  had 
conquered,  and  dedicated  them  to  God.  Nor 
did  CJod  give  victory  and  success  to  him  only 
when  he  went  to  the  battle  himself,  and  led 
bis  own  army,  but  he  gave  v-ictory  to  Abisluti, 
the  brother  of  Joab,  general  of  his  forces, 
over  the  Idnmeaiis,*  and  by  him  to  David, 
when  he  sent  him  with  an  artny  into  Idumea; 
for  Abishai  destroyed  eighteen  thousand  of 
them  in  the  battle;  whereupon  the  king  [of 
Israel]  placed  garrisons  throu^'h  all  Idumea, 
and  received  tlie  tribute  of  the  country,  and 
of  everv  head  auion;,'  tlieni.  Now  David  was 
in  his  nature  ju^t,  and  made  his  determination 
with  regard  to  truth.  He  had  for  the  g..'neral 
of  his  whole  army  Joab;  and  lie  made  Je- 
hoshaphat,  the  son  of  Ahilud,  recorder:  he 
also  appointed  Zadok,  of  the  family  of  Phi- 
neas,  to  be  high-priest,  together  with  Abiathar, 
for  he  Wiis  his  friend:  he  also  made  Seisan  the 
scribe;  and  committed  the  command  over  the 
guards  of  his  body  to  Benaiah,  the  son  of  Jc- 
hoiada.  His  ehler  sons  were  near  his  body, 
and  had  the  care  of  it  also. 

5.  He  also  called  to  mind  the  covenants 
and  the  oaths  he  had  made  with  Jonathan, 
the  son  of  Saul,  and  the  friendship  and  affec- 
tion Jonathan  had  for  him;  for  besides  all  the 
rest  of  his  excellent  qualities  with  which  he 
was  endowed,  he  was  also  exceetling  mindful 
ot  such  as  had  at  other  times  bestowed  bene- 
fits iipon  him.  He  therefore  gave  order  that 
inquiry  should  be  made,  whether  any  of  Jo- 
nathan's lineage  were  living,  to  whom  he 
mii,'ht  make  return  of  that  familiar  acquaui- 
taiice  which  Jonathan  had  had  with  him,  and 
for  which  he  was  still  debtor.  And  when  one 
of"  Saul's  freed  men  was  brought  to  him,  who 
was  acquainted  with  those  of  bis  fmuily  tliat 
were  still  living,  he  asked  him  whether  be 
could  tell  him  of  any  one  belonging  to  Jona- 
than that  was  now  alive,  and  capable  of  a  re- 
quital of  the  benefits  which  be  had   received 

•  By  (his  p-cat  victory  over  the  Mumeans  or  Ednm- 
it'-s.  llie  posterity  ot"  F.sm.  and  by  tiie  consr()iient  tri- 
bute paid  by  that  n.itinn  tj  the  .lews,  were  the  prophecies 
delivered  tn  llcbeera  bwlore  Jacob  and  Ksau  were  born, 
and  by  nifl  Isaac  before  bis  death,  tbut  tbe  eider,  F.sau 
(or  the  Edomites),  shoul't  serve  tbe  voimijer,  Jacob  {.ir 
tb«!  Israelites);  arjd  Jaoyb  (..r  thv  Isnit-hles)  sbt.nid  be 
Eiao'B  (or  the  Rdurniie>»')  lord,  remarkably  fi:lfil|pd.  S>-e 
.Antiq.  i\.  viii.  ciiap.  vii,  in-ct6,  Heu.  xxv.  iti;  and  the 
DOtei  on  Antiq.  h    i.  rbap.  xviii.  sect  O.  & 


from  Jonathan.  And  when  he  said  that  a  son 
of  his  was  remaining,  whose  name  was  Mt- 
phibosheth,  but  that  he  was  lame  of  his  feet; 
for  that  when  his  nurse  heard  that  the  fatlier 
and  grandfather  of  the  child  were  fallen  in 
the  battle,  she  snatched  him  up,  and  flta  away, 
and  let  him  fall  from  her  slioulders,  and  his 
feet  were  lamed.  So  when  he  had  learned 
where,  and  by  whom  he  w<is  brought  up,  lie 
sent  messengers  to  iMachir,  to  the  city  of  Lu- 
dubar,  for  with  him  was  the  ^on  of  Jonathan 
brought  up,  and  sent  for  him  to  couie  to  hiiu. 
So  when  Alephibosheth  came  to  the  king,  he 
fell  on  his  face  and  worshipped  him;  but  Da- 
vid encouraged  him,  and  bade  liim  be  ^f  good 
cheer,  ami  expect  better  times.  So  he  gave 
him  his  father's  house,  and  all  the  estate  which 
his  grandfather  Saul  was  in  possession  of,  and 
bade  him  come  and  diet  with  him  at  his  own 
talde,  and  never  to  be  absent  one  day  from 
that  table.  And  when  the  youth  had  wor- 
shipped him,  OTi  account  of  his  words  and 
gifts  given  to  him,  he  called  for  Ziha,  and  told 
him  that  be  had  given  the  youth  his  father's 
house,  and  all  Saul's  estate.  Jle  also  ordered 
that  /ilta  should  cultivate  his  laiul,  ami  take 
care  of  it,  and  bring  him  the  profits  of  all  to 
Jerusalem.  Aceoidint^lv  David  brotiijiit  I'.im 
to  his  table  every  day;  and  bestowed  upon  the 
youth,  Ziba  and  his  sons,  who  were  in  num- 
ber fifteen,  and  his  servants,  who  were  in  num- 
ber twenty.  When  the  king  had  made  tliese 
appointments,  and  Ziba  had  worshipped  him, 
ami  proniise{l  to  do  all  that  he  bad  bidden 
him,  he  went  bis  way;  so  that  tliis  son  of 
Jonathan  dwelt  at  Jerusalem,  and  dieted  at  the 
king'-i  table,  and  had  the  same  care  that  a  scm 
could  claim  taken  of  him.  He  also  had  him- 
self a  son,  whom  be  named  Micha. 


CHAPTER  VL 

HOW    THE    WAR    WAS     WAGED    AGAINST    THE 
AMMONITES,   AND    HAPriLV  CONCLUDED. 

§  1.  These  were  the  honours  that  such  as 
were  left  of  Saul's  and  Jonathan's  lineage  re- 
ceived from  David.  Altjut  this  time  died 
Nahash,  the  king  of  the  Auunonities,  who  was 
a  friend  of  David's;  and  when  his  son  had  suc- 
ceeded his  father  in  the  kingdom.  David  sent 
ambassadors  to  him  to  comfi)rt  him;  and  ex- 
horted him  to  take  his  father's  death  patiently, 
and  to  expect  that  he  wouhl  continue  the  same 
kindness  to  liim^^eU"  winch  he  had  shown  to  his 
fatlier.  lUit  the  princes  of  the  Amir.onitcs 
t(j')k  this  message  in  ev^l  part,  and  not  as 
David's  kind  dispositions,  gave  reason  to  take 
it;  and  they  excited  the  king  to  resent  it; 
find  said  that  David  had  sent  men  to  spy  out 
the  country,  and  what  strength  it  had,  under 
the  pr^'tenee  of  humanity  and  kindness.  They 
farther  advised  him  to  have  a  care,  and  not  to 
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prve  heed  to  David's  words,  lest  he  should  be 
deluded  by  bini,  and  so  fA\  into  an  inconsol- 
able calamity.  Accordingly  Nabash's  [son], 
the  king  of  the  Ammonites,  thought  chese 
I'rinces  spake  what  was  more  probable  than 
the  truth  would  admit,  and  so  abused  the  am- 
bu^sadors  after  a  very  harsh  manner;  for  be 
jihuved  the  one  half  of  their  beards,  and  cut  off 
one  half  of  their  garments,  and  sent  his  an- 
swer not  in  words  but  in  deeds.  \Yhen  the 
king  of  Israel  saw  this,  he  had  indignation  at 
it,  and  showed  openly  that  he  would  not  over- 
look this  injurious  and  contumelious  treat- 
ment, but  would  make  war  with  the  Ammon- 
ites, and  would  avenge  this  wicked  treatment 
of  his  ambassadors  on  their  king.  So  t  hat  the 
king's  intimate  friends  and  commanders,  un- 
derstanding that  they  hadTiolated  ibeir  league, 
and  were  liable  to  be  punished  fcr  the  same, 
made  preparations  for  war;  they  also  sent  a 
tho  sand  talents  to  the  Syrian  king  of  Meso- 
potamia, and  endeavoured  to  prevail  with  him 
to  assist  them  for  that  pay.  and  Shobach.  Now 
these  kings  bad  twenty  thousand  footmeii. 
They  also  hired  the  king  of  the  country  called 
Maarah.  and  a  fourth  king,  by  name  Ishtob ; 
which  i;ist  had  twelve  thousand  armed  men. 

2.  But  David  was  under  no  consternation 
at  this  confederacy,  nor  at  the  forces  of  the 
Ammonites;  and,  putting  his  trust  in  God. 
because  he  was  going  to  war  in  a  just  rause, 
on  acrnunt  of  the  injurious  treatment  he  had 
met  with,  he  immediately  sent  Joab,  the  cap- 
tain of  his  host,  against  them,  and  gave  him 
the  flower  of  bis  army,  who  pitched  his  camp 
by  Habbatb,  the  metropolis  of  ihe  Ammonites; 
whereupon  the  enemy  came  out,  :md  set  them- 
selves in  array,  not  all  of  them  together,  but 
in  two  bodies;  for  the  auxiliaries  were  set  in 
array  in  the  plain  by  themselves,  but  the  army 
vi'  the  Ammonites  at  the  gates  over  against  the 
Hebrews.  When  Joab  saw  this  he  opposed 
one  stratagem  against  another,  and  chose  out 
the  most  hardy  part  of  his  men.  and  set  tbem 
in  opposition  to  the  king  of  Syria,  and  the 
kiiif^  that  were  with  him,  and  gave  the  other 
part  to  his  brother  Abishai.  and   bid   him  set 

■  tbein  in  opposition  to  the  Aiinnonities ;  and 
said  to  him.  That  in  ease  he  should  see  that 
the  Syrians  distressed  him  and  were  too  hard 
for  him,  he  should  order  his  troops  to  turn 
about  and  assist  him  :    and  he  said.  That  he 

:  himself  would  do  the  same  to  him,  if  he  saw 
bim  in  the  like  distress  from  the  Ammonites. 
So  be  sent  his  brother  before,  and  encouraged 
him  to  do  every  thing  courageously  and  with 
alacrity,  which  would  teach  them  to  be  afraid 
of  disgrace,  and  to  fight  manfully;  and  so  he 
dismis<^ed  him  to  fight  with  the  Ammotiitcs, 
while  he  fell  upon  the  Syrians.  And  though 
they  made  a  strong  opposition  for  a  while, 
Joab  slew  many  of  them,  but  compelled  (ho 
rest  to  betake  themselves  to  Highi ;  which, 
when  the  A^ntnoiiites  saw,  and  were  wiihal 
afraiu  of  Abi-uai  and  his  army,  they  staid  no 


lonsrer,  but  imitated  their  auxiliaries,  and  fled 
to  the  city.  So  Joab,  when  he  had  thus  over- 
come the  enemy,  returned  with  great  joy  to 
Jerusalem  to  the  king. 

3.  This  defeat  did  not  still  induce  the  Am- 
monites to  be  quiet,  nor  to  own  tho^e  that 
were  superior  to  them  to  be  so,  and  be  still. 
but  they  sent  to  Cbalaman,  the  king  of  the 
Syrians,  bevonc:  Euphrates,  ami  hired  him  tor 
an  auxiliary.  He  had  Shobach  for  the  capUiin 
of  his  host,  with  eighty  thou-^and  footmen, 
and  ten  thousand  horsemen.  Now  when  the 
king  of  the  Hebrews  understood  that  the  Am- 
monites had  again  gathered  so  great  an  army 
together,  he  determined  to  make  war  with 
them  no  longer  by  his  generals,  but  he  passed 
over  the  river  Jordan  himself  with  all  his  army; 
and  when  he  met  them  he  joined  battle  with 
them  and  overcame  them,  and  slew  ft-rty 
thousand  of  their  footmen,  and  seven  thou- 
sand of  their  horsemen.  He  aUo  wounded 
Shobach,  the  general  of  Cbalaman's  force*, 
who  died  of  that  stroke;  hut  the  people  «>( 
^Mesopotamia,  upon  such  a  conclusion  of  the 
battle,  delivered  themselves  up  to  David,  and 
sent  him  presents,  who  at  winter-time  return- 
ed to  Jerusalem.  But  ut  the  beginning  of  tie 
spring  he  sent  Joab,  the  captain  of  his  host,  to 
figbt  against  the  Ammonites,  who  overran  all 
their  country,  and  laid  it  waste,  and  shut  them 
up  in  their  metropolis  Rabbab,  and  besieged 
them  therein. 


CHAPTER  VIL 

How  DAVID  FELL  JN  LOVE  WITH  BATHSHEBA, 
AND  SLEW  HER  HLiSBAND  UltlAH,  FOR 
WHICH  HE  IS  REPROVED  BY  NATHAN. 

§  1.  But  David  fell  now  into  a  very  griev- 
ous sin,  though  he  were  otherwise  natundly 
&  righteous  and  a  religious  man,  and  one  that 
firmly  observed  the  laws  of  our  fathers;  for 
when  late  in  an  evening  he  look  a  view  round 
bim  frjm  the  roof  of  his  royal  palace,  where 
he  used  to  walk  at  that  hour,  he  saw  a  woman 
washing  herself  in  her  own  house:  she  was 
one  of  extraordinary  beauty,  and  therein  sur- 
passed all  other  women;  her  name  was  Barb- 
vhcba.  So  he  was  overcome  by  that  woman's 
bi^auly,  and  was  not  able  to  restrain  his  desires, 
but  »jnt  for  her  and  lay  with  her.  Hereupon 
she  conceived  with  child,  and  sent  to  the  kinf 
that  he  should  contrive  some  way  lorcopceal- 
iMg  her  sin  (for.  according  to  the  laws  of  their 
fathers,  she  who  had  been  guilty  of  adultery 
outrht  to  be  put  to  rleath).  So  the  king-  sent 
fir  Joab's  a nni>ur- bearer  from  the  siege,  who 
was  the  woman's  husband;  and  his  name  was 
Uriah:  and  when  he  was  come,  the  kiu<  in- 
fjuired  of  bim  about  the  army,  and  abo'it  the 
siet:e;  and  when  he  had  made  answer,  that 
all  ibeir  a^fai^a  went  according  to  their  wishetk. 


CHAP.  VII. 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS. 


193 


the  king  took  some  portions  of  meat  from 
his  supper,  and  gave  them  to  him,  and  liaiic 
him  go  home  to  bis  mfe,  and  tuke  his  rest 
with  her.  Uriah  did  not  do  so,  but  slept 
near  the  king  with  the  rest  of  his  armour- 
liearers.  When  tbe  king  was  informed  of 
this,  he  asked  him  why  he  did  not  go  home 
to  his  house,  and  to  bis  wife,  after  so  long  an 
absence;  which  is  the  natural  custom  of  all 
men,  wiien  they  come  from  a  long  journey. 
He  replied,  tli;it  it  was  not  right,  while  bis 
fellow-soldiers,  and  the  general  of  the  army, 
slept  upon  the  ground,  in  the  camp,  and  in 
an  enemy's  country,  that  he  should  go  and 
take  his  rest,  and  solace  himself  with  his  wife. 
So  when  lie  bad  thus  repbed,  tbe  king  order- 
ed bim  to  stay  there  that  night,  that  be  might 
dismiss  him  tbe  next  day  to  the  general.  So 
the  king  in\-ited  Uriah  to  supper,  and  after 
a  cunning  and  dexterous  manner  plied  him 
with  drink  at  supper  till  he  was  thereby 
disordered ;  yet  did  he  nevertheless  sleep  at 
the  king's  gates,  without  any  inchnation  to  go 
to  liis  wife.  Upon  this  the  king  vvas  very 
»n;rvuthiui;  and  wrote  to  Joal>,  and  com- 
manded bim  to  punish  Uriah,  for  be  tobl  him 
that  be  had  olfended  liiin;  and  be  suggested 
to  him  tile  manner  in  which  be  would  have 
him  pniiisbed,  tliat  it  miglit  not  be  discovered 
that  he  was  himself  tbe  author  of  this  his  pun- 
ishment; for  he  charged  him  to  set  him 
over-against  that  part  of  the  enemy's  army 
where  the  attack  would  be  most  hazardous, 
and  where  he  might  be  deserted,  and  be  in  the 
[greatest  jeopardy;  for  be  baile  him  order  his 
fellow-soldiers  to  retire  out  of  tbe  fight. 
When  he  had  written  thus  to  him,  and  sealed 
the  letter  with  his  own  seal,  he  gave  it  to 
Uriah  to  carry  to  Joab.  W^hen  Joab  had  re- 
ceived it,  and  upon  reathng  it  understood  the 
king's  purpose,  he  set  Uriah  in  that  place 
where  he  knew  the  enemy  would  he  most 
troublesome  to  them;  and  gave  him  for  his 
partners  some  of  the  best  soldiers  in  the  army; 
and  said  that  he  would  also  come  to  their  assist- 
ance OTth  the  whole  army,  that  if  possible  they 
might  break  down  some  part  of  tbe  wall,  and 
enter  tbe  city.  And  he  desired  him  to  be 
glad  of  the  opportunity  of  exposing  himself 
to  such  great  pains,  and  not  to  be  displeased 
at  it,  since  he  was  a  valiant  soldier,  and  bad  a 
great  reputation  for  his  valour,  both  with  the 
icing  and  with  his  countrymen.  .\nd  when 
Uriah  undertook  the  work  he  was  set  upon 
with  alacrity,  he  g:tve  private  orders  to  those 
who  were  to  be  bis  companions,  that  when 
tbev  saw  the  enemy  make  a  sally,  they  should 
leave  bim.  WHien,  therefore,  tbe  Hebrews 
made  an  attack  upon  the  city,  the  .\mmoMites 
were  afraid  that  tbe  enemy  might  prevent 
them,  and  get  up  into  the  city,  an<l  this  at  the 
ver>  (.iace-whither  Uriah  was  ordered;  so  tbey 
exjioied  iheir  be^t  soldiers  to  be  in  Ibe  lore- 
front,  and  opened  tbcir  gates  suddenly,  a.nf\ 
t<iU  upon  the  cneaiy  with  great;  vebemence,  and 


ran  violently  upon  them.  When  those  that  were 
wi  t  b  Uriah  saw  tli  is.  tbey  all  retreated  back  ward, 
as  Joab  had  direcled  them  beforehand;  bnt 
Uriah,  as  a-hained  to  run  away  and  leave  his 
post,  sustained  the  enemy,  and  receiving  tbe 
violence  of  their  onset,  he  slew  many  of  them ; 
but  being  encompassed  round,  and  cangbt  in 
the  mid^t  of  them,  be  was  slain,  and  some 
other  of  bis  coinpanions  were  slain  with  iiiin. 

■>.  When  this  was  done,  Joab  sent  messen- 
gers to  tbe  king,  and  ordered  tbeni  to  tell  him 
that  be  did  what  he  could  to  take  the  city  soon ; 
but  that  as  they  made  an  assault  on  tbe  wall, 
tbey  had  been  forced  to  retire  with  great  loss; 
and  bade  them,  if  tbey  t;iw  the  king  was 
angry  at  it,  to  add  this,  that  Uriah  was  slain 
also.  When  tbe  king  bad  beard  this  of  the 
messengers,  he  took  it  heinously,  and  said 
that  they  did  wrong  when  they  assaulted  the 
wall,  whereas  tbey  ought,  by  undermining 
and  other  stratiigems  of  war,  to  endeavour 
the  taking  of  the  city,  especially  when  tbej 
had  before  their  eyes  the  example  of  Abime- 
lech,  tbe  son  of  Gideon,  who  would  needs 
take  the  tower  in  Thebes  by  force,  and  was 
killed  by  a  large  stone  thrown  at  him  by  an 
old  woman;  and,  although  be  was  a  miui  o< 
great  prowess,  he  (Ued  ignominiously  by  tbe 
dangerous  manner  of  his  assault.  That  they 
should  remember  this  accident,  and  not  come 
near  tbe  enemy's  wall,  for  that  the  best  me- 
thod of  making  war  with  success  was  to  ciiU 
to  mind  tbe  accidents  of  former  wars,  and 
what  good  or  bad  success  had  attended  them 
in  the  like  dangerous  cases,  that  so  they  might 
imit;ite  tbe  one,  and  avoid  the  other.  liut 
when  the  king  was  in  this  disposition,  the 
messenger  told  him  that  Uriah  was  slain  also; 
whereupon  he  Wiis  pacifie(L  So  be  bade  the 
messenger  go  back  to  Joab,  and  tell  him  that 
this  misfortune  is  no  other  than  what  is  com- 
mon among  m^uikind;  and  that  such  is  tbe 
nature,  and  such  the  accidents  of  war,  uiso- 
mucb  that  sometimes  the  enemy  will  have 
success  therein,  and  sometimes  others;  but 
that  he  ordered  him  to  go  on  still  in  his  care 
about  the  siege,  that  no  ill  accident  might  be- 
fall bim  in  it  hereafter:  that  they  should 
raise  bulwarks  and  use  machines  in  besieging 
the  city;  and  when  they  have  gotten  it,  to 
overturn  its  very  foundations,  and  to  destroy 
all  those  that  are  in  it.  Accordingly  the  mes- 
senger carried  tbe  king's  message  with  which 
be  was  charged,  and  made  haste  to  Jo;ib. 
But  ISathJieba,  the  wife  of  Uriah,  when  she 
w.is  iiitbrmed  of  the  death  of  her  husband, 
mourned  for  his  death  many  days;  and  when 
her  mourning  was  over,  and  the  tears  which 
she  shed  for  Uriah  were  dried  up,  the  king 
took  her  to  wife  presently;  and  a  son  was. 
born  to  him  by  her. 

;3.    With  tills  marriage  God  was  not  well 

pleased,  but  was  thereupon  angry  at  David; 

and   he  appoared   to  Nathan  tlie   prophet  ill 

his  sleep,  and  complained  of  the  king.     Now 
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Nathnr.  was  n  fair  and  prudent  man ;  and  con- 
sidering that  kings,  when  they  fall  into  a  pas- 
sion, are  guided  more  by  that  passion  than 
they  are  by  justice,  he  resolved  to  conceal  the 
threatenings  that  proceeded  from  God,  and 
made  a  good-natured  discourse  to  him,  ami 
t!us  after  the  manner  following:  —  He  desired 
that  the  king  would  give  him  his  opinion  in 
tho  following  case:  —  "  There  were,"  said  he, 
**  two  men  inhabiting  the  same  city,  the  one 
of  them  was  rich  and  [the  other  poor].  The 
rich  man  had  a  great  many  docks  of  cattle, 
of  sheep,  and  of  kine ;  but  the  poor  raan  had 
but  one  ewe-lamb.  This  he  brought  up  with 
bis  cliildren,  and  let  her  eat  her  foo<l  with 
them;  and  he  bad  the  Siune  natur:U  affection 
for  her  which  any  one  might  have  for  a  daugh- 
ter. Now  upon  the  coming  ol  a  sttanger  to 
the  rich  man,  he  would  not  vouchsafe  to  kill 
any  of  his  own  docks,  and  thence  feast  his 
friend;  but  he  sent  for  the  poor  man's  lamb, 
and  took  her  away  from  him,  and  made  her 
ready  tor  food,  and  thence  feasted  the  stran- 
ger." This  discourse  troubled  the  king  ex- 
ceedingly ;  and  he  denounced  to  Kathan,  that 
*'  this  man  was  a  wicked  man,  who  could 
dare  to  Ao  such  a  thing;  and  that  it  was  but 
just  that  he  should  restore  the  lamb  fourfold, 
and  be  punished  wth  death  for  it  also." 
Upon  this,  Nathan  immediately  said,  that  he 
wag  himself  the  man  who  ought  to  suffer 
those  punishments,  and  that  by  his  own  sen- 
tence ;  and  that  it  was  he  who  had  perpe- 
trated this  great  and  horrid  crime.  He  also 
revealed  to  him,  and  laid  before  him,  the 
anger  of  God  against  him,  who  bad  made  him 
king  over  the  army  of  the  Hebrews,  and  lord 
of  all  the  nations,  and  those  many  and  great 
nations  round  about  him;  who  had  formerly 
delivered  him  out  of  the  bands  of  Saul,  and 
had  given  him  such  nnves  as  he  had  justly  and 
legally  married ;  and  now  this  God  was  des- 
pised by  him,  and  affronted  by  his  impiety, 
when  he  had  married,  and  now  had  another 
man's  wife;  and  by  exposing  her  husband  to 
the  enemy,  had  really  slain  him ;  that  God 
would  inflict  punishments  upon  him  on  ac- 
count of  those  instances  of  wickedness;  that 
his  own  wives  should  be  forced  by  one  of  his 
sons;  and  that  he  should  be  treacherously 
supplanted  by  the  same  son;  and  that  al- 
though he  had  perpetrated  his  wickedness 
secretly,  yet  shoidd  that  punishment  which 
he  was  to  undergo  be  inflicted  publicly  upon 
hira;  **that,  moreover,"  said  he,  "the  child 
who  was  born  to  thee  of  her,  shall  soon  die." 
"When  the  king  w<is  troubled  at  these  mes- 
sag-es,  and  sutticiently  coidbiuided,  and  s:ud, 
with  tears  and  sorrow,  that  he  had  sinned  (for 
he  was  without  controversy  a  pious  man,  and 
guilty  of  no  sin  at  all  in  his  whole  life,  cx- 
ceptinfr  those  iii  the  matter  of  L'riah),  God 
hod  compassion  on  him,  and  was  reconciled 
to  ium,  aim  promised  that  he  would  preserve 
to  him  both  his  life  and  bis  kingdom;  for  he 


said,  that  sceJng  he  repented  of  the  things  he 
had  done,  he  was  no  longer  displeased  \nt!i 
him.  So  Nathan,  when  he  had  deUvered  tUia 
prophecy  to  the  king,  returned  home. 

4.  However,  God  sent  a  dangerous  dis- 
temper upon  the  child  that  was  born  to  David 
of  the  wife  of  Uriah ;  at  which  the  king  was 
troubled,  and  did  not  take  any  food  for  seven 
days,  although  his  servants  ahnost  forced 
him  to  take  it ;  but  he  clothed  himself  in  a 
black  garment,  and  fell  domi,  and  lay  upon 
the  ground  in  sackcloth,  entreating  God  for 
the  recovery  of  the  child,  for  he  vehemently 
loved  the  child's  mother;  but  when,  on  the 
seventh  day,  the  child  was  dead,  the  king's 
servants  durst  not  tell  him  of  it,  as  supposing 
that  when  he  knew  it,  he  would  still  less  ad- 
mit of  food  and  other  care  of  himself,  by  rea- 
son of  his  grief  at  the  death  of  his  son,  since 
when  the  child  was  only  sick,  be  so  greatly 
ai^icted  himself,  and  grieved  for  him;  but 
when  the  king  perceived  that  his  servants 
were  in  disorder,  and  seemed  to  be  affected  aa 
those  are  who  are  very  desirous  to  conceal 
something,  he  understood  that  the  child  was 
dead ;  and  when  he  had  called  one  of  his  ser- 
vants to  him,  and  discovered  that  so  it  was, 
he  arose  up  and  washed  himself,  and  took  a 
white  garment,  and  came  into  the  tabernacle 
of  God.  He  also  commanded  them  to  set 
supper  before  him,  and  thereby  greatly  sur- 
prised his  kindred  and  servants,  while  he  did 
nothing  of  this  when  the  child  was  sick,  but 
did  it  all  when  he  was  dead.  Whereupon,  hav- 
ing first  begged  leave  to  ask  him  a  question, 
thay  besought  him  to  tell  them  the  reason  of 
this  bis  conduct ;  he  then  called  them  miskil- 
ful  people,  and  instructed  them  how  he  had 
hopes  of  the  recovery  of  the  child  while  it  was 
alive,  and  accordingly  did  all  that  was  proper 
for  him  to  do,  as  thinking  by  such  means  to 
render  God  propitious  to  him;  but  that  when 
the  child  was  dead,  there  was  no  longer  anj 
occasion  for  grief,  which  ivas  then  to  no  pur- 
pose. AMien  be  bad  said  this,  they  com- 
mended the  king's  wisdom  and  understanding. 
He  then  went  in  unto  Bathshcba  his  «ife, 
and  she  conceived  and  bare  a  son;  and  by 
the  command  of  Nathan  the  prophet,  called 
his  name  Solomon. 

5.  But  Joab  sorely  distressed  the  Ammon- 
ites in  the  siege,  by  cutting  off  their  waters, 
and  depriving  them  of  other  means  of  sub- 
sistence, till  they  were  in  the  greatest  want  of 
meat  and  drink,  for  they  depended  only  on 
one  small  well  of  water,  and  this  they  duist 
not  drink  of  too  freely,  lest  Ihe  fountain 
should  entirely  fiiil  them.  So  he  ■HTote  to  the 
king,  and  informed  him  thereof;  and  per- 
suiided  him  to  come  himself  to  take  the  city, 
that  he  might  have  the  honour  of  the  victory. 
Vpon  tiiis  letter  of  .loab's,  the  king  accepted 
111  hi-  gxiod-will  and  fidelity,  and  took  »-ith 
him  ins  arniv,  and  came  to  the  destruction  of 
Kabbah;  and  »lien  he  had  taken  it  by  force. 
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he <Tive it  to  his  Boldiers  to  plunder  it;  but] 
lieHmseil  took  the  king  of  the  Ammonites 
crown,  the  weight  of  which  was  a  talent  of 
gnld-*  and  it  had  in  its  middle  a  precious 
stoue  called  a  sardonyx;  which  crown  David 
ever  alter  wore  on  his  own  head.  He  also 
found  many  other  vessels  ip  the  city,  and  those 
boih  splendid  and  of  great  price;  but  as  for 
the  nieii,  he  tormented  thcm.t  and  then  de- 
stroyed them:  and  when  he  had  taken  the 
other  cities  of  the  Ammonites  by  force,  he 
treated  them  after  the  same  manner. 

CHAPTER  VIII. 

HOW  ABSALOM  Ml'RDFREU  AMNOV,  WHO  HAD 
FORCED  HIS  OWN  sister;  and  H»W  UK  was 
BANISHED,  AND  APTEEWARDS  RECALLED  BV 
DAVID. 

§   1.   When  the  king  was  returned  to  Jerusa- 
lem, a  sad  misfortune  befell  his  house,  on  the 
occasion  following:   He  had  a  daughter,  who 
was  yet  a  virgin,  and  very  handsome,  inso- 
much that  she  surpassed  all  the  most  beauti- 
ful women;    her  name  was  Tamar;    she  had 
the  same  mother  with  Absalom.     Now  Am- 
non,  David's  eldest  son,  fell  in  love  with  her, 
and  being  not  able  to  obtain  bis  desires,  on  ac- 
count of  her  virginity,  and  the  custody  she 
was  under,  was  so  much  out  of  order,  nay, 
his  grief  so  eat  up  his  body,  that  he  grew  leam 
and  his  colour  was  changed.     Now  there  was 
one  Jonadab,  a  kinsman   and    friend    of  his, 
who  discovered  this  his  passion,  lor  he  was  an 
extraordinary  wise  man,  and  of  great  sagacity 
of  mind.    When,  therefore,  he  saw  that  every 
morning  Amiion  was  not  in  body  as  he  ouKht 
to  be,  he  came  to  him,  and  desired  him  to  tell 
Lim  what  was  the  cause  of  it:    however,  he 
s;ud  that  he  guessed  that  it  arose  from  the  pas- 
sion of  love.     Amnon  confessed  his  passion, 
that  be  was  in  love  with  a  sister  of  his,  who 
had.  the  same  father  with  himself.     So  Jona- 
dab suggested  to  him  by  what  method  and 
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.  That  a  tilt  nt  of  gold  wis  aSoat  «Teo  pounds  weisht. 
6,e  Ihc  description  of  the  tenip.es  chap.  xi.i.  ^or 
Tould  Joseplms  well  estimate  it  h.jher,  ..n«  he  here 
uvs  that  Uav.d  wor«  it  oo  his  bead  perpetually- 

+  Wl«lher  Josephus  saw  the  words  •!  our  copies.  2 
Sam  xii.31,  and  1  Chron,  xx  3.  that  Oavul  put  Ihe  ,n. 
hX  antVoi  at  least  ih,  carrison  of  HablMh.  and  of  he 
otbe  Ammonite  c,t,«  wh.cn  he  bc.ieged  and  tu„k,  under 
or  cut  them  with  saws,  and  under,  or  w..U  h  >rruws  of 
"on,  and  under,  or  w,th  axes  of  iron,  and  m..de  them 
MS.  throorh  the  brick  kiln,  is  not  here  d.rec  ly  ex- 
™s,d      If  he  saw  the,»,  as  it  is  most  probable  Ue  did. 

rcertaiolv  expounded  them  of  tormenting  these  Ara- 
oonto  to  death,  who  were  none  of  tho^  se.-en  naUoo. 
S  Casein,  who«  wickedness  had  rendered  them  inca- 
Mble  of^ercy;  otherwise  1  should  be  i.ctinable  to  think 
pabieoi  men,,.  words  at»  in  Samuel, 

,hatthem«n,05..t  leat  as  the  ^^^  ^^^^^^ 

7£X°olo'l  i'„":awTns  ..mbe\  or  s.ooe.  in  harrowin, 
thT  «elds.  1.  bewin-  timb«.  in  makioK  and  burniOK 
Jirlu  VTid  the  like  li.rd  «!rviees.  but  without  tak.nj 
n^^al  their  live..     «>  oeeer  el.e«l«re,  that  I  remem-  | 

S^ath^^all  the  Wide,  or  in  any  other  ancient  history 
Ihatsoever:  nor  do  the  word,  in  Samuel  ^m  naturally  | 
^Ttbir  lo  AD?  uicU  'liift/ 


s: 


contrivance  he  might  obtMn  his  desires;   for 
he  persuaded  him  to   pretend  sickness,  and 
bade  him,  when  his  father  should  come  to  him, 
to  heir  of  Uiia  that  his  sister  might  come  and 
minister  to  him;    for,  if  that  were  done,  he 
should  be  better,  and  should  quickly  recover 
from  his  distemper.     So  Amnon  lay  tlowii  on 
his  bed,  and  pretended  to  be  sick,  as  Jonadab 
had  suggested.      When  his  father  came,  aiit^ 
inquired  how  be  did,  he  begged  of  him  to  send 
his  sister  to  him.     Accordingly,  he  presently 
ordered  her  to  be  brought  to  him;   and  when 
slie  was  come,  Amnon  bade  her  make  cakes 
for  him,  and  fry  them  in  a  pan,  and  do  it  aU 
«ith  her  own  hands,  because  he  should  take 
them  better  from  her  hand  [than  from  any 
one-s  else].     So  slie  kneaded  the  flour  in  the 
si"ht  of  her  brother,  and  made  him  cakes,  and 
baked  them  in  a  pan,  and  brought  them  to 
liim;  but  at  that  time  he  would  not  taste  them, 
but  gave  order  to  his  servants  to  send  all  tliat 
were  there  out  of  his  chamber,  because  he  bad 
a  mind  to  repose  himself,  free  from  tunuil 
and  .listuibance.      As  soon  as  what  he  had 
commanded  was  done,  be  desired  his  sister  to 
bring  his  supper  to  him  into  the  inner  parlour; 
which,   when  the  damsel  had  done,  he  took 
hold  of  her,  and  endeavoured  to  persuade  her 
to  lie  with  him.    Whereupon  the  damsel  cried 
out,  and  said,  "Nay,  brother,  do  not  force 
me  nor  be  so  wicked  as  to  transgress  the  la«9. 
and  bring  upon  thyself  the  utmost  confusion. 
Curb  this  thy  unrighteous  and  impure  li^st. 
from  which  our  house  will  get  n";l>.'"g  »'"* 
reproach  and  disgrace."    She  also  ad>Msed  h.m 
to  speak  to  his  father  about  this^  affair     for 
he  wotdd  permit  him  ['<>  .'"f  ^ ''"J"   .    „?'' 
she  saiil,  as  desirous  to  avoid  her  brother  s  vio- 
lent pa  sion  at  present.     But  he  would  not 
yield'to   her;    but,  inflamed  with   love    and 
'  blinded  with  the  vehemency  "f  ^.s  passion  he 
forced  his  sister:  but  as  stjon  as  Amnon  had 
satisfied  his  lust,  he  hatet^  her  ■■n"]'<^f  ^'y; 
and  giving  her  reproachful  words,  bade  her 
rife  up  and  be   gone,  .  And  when   she  ^d 
that  this  was  a  more  injurious  treatment  than 
the  former,  if,  now  he  had  forced  her,  he  would 
not  let  her  stay  with  him  tiU  the  evening  bt^t 
bid  her  go  away  in  the  day-time,  and  while   t 
was  Ught,  that  she  might  meet  with  people 
that  would  be  witness  of  her  shame,-he  com- 
manded  his  servant  to  turn  her  out  of  Ins 
house.     Whereupon  she  was   sorely  grieved 
at  the  injury  and  violence  that  had  been  ofler- 
ed  to  her,  and  rent  her  loose  coat  (for  the  vir- 
gins of  old  time  wore  such  loose  co^ts  tied  at 
the  hands,  and  let  down  to  the  ankles,  that 
the    inner   coats   might   not  be    ^/e").   »"° 
sprinkled  ashes  on  her  head;   and  went  up 
the  middle  of  the  city,  crying  out  and  lament- 
ing for  the  violence  that  had  been  offered  her 
Now  Absalom,  her  brother,  happened  to  meet 
'  her,  and  asked  her  what  sad  thing  had  be- 
fallen her,  that  she  was  in  that  phght;   a^ 
when  she  had  told  tim  what  mjury  had  been 
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oflTered  bet,  he  comfoTted  her,  and  desired  her 
to  be  quiet,  and  take  all  patiently,  and  not  to 
esteem  her  being  corrupted  by  her  brother  as 
an  injury.  So  she  yielded  to  his  advice,  and 
left  off  her  crying  out,  and  discovering  the 
force  offered  her  to  the  multitude:  and  she 
continued  as  a  widow  with  her  brother  Absa- 
lom a  long  time. 

2  When  David  his  fether  knew  this,  he 
was  grieved  at  the  actions  of  Amnon;  but 
because  he  had  an  extraordinary  affection  for 
him,  for  he  was  his  eldest  son.  he  was  com- 
pelled not  to  afflict  him ;  but  .\bsaloni  watch- 
ed for  a  fit  opportunity  of  revenging  this  crime 


he  expected  to  see  those  his  sons  again,  whom 
he  had  a  little  before  heard  to  have  perished. 
However,  there  were  tears  on  both  sides;  they 
lamenting  their  brother  who  was  killed,  ai  d 
the  king  lamenting  his  son  who  was  killed 
also;  but  Absalom  fled  to  Geshur,  to  his 
grandfather  by  his  mother's  side,  who  was  king 
of  that  country,  and  he  remained  «ith  him 
three  whole  years. 

4.   Now  David  had  a  design  to  send  to  Ab- 
salom, not  that  he  should  come  to  be  punished,^ 
but  that  he  might  be  with  him,  for  the  effects' 
of  his  anger  were  abated  by  length  of  time. 
It  was  Joab,  the  captain  of  his  host,  that  chief- 


upon  him,  for  he  thoroughlv  hated  him.     Mow  |  ly  persuaded  him  so  to  do;    for  he  suborned 

■    ■   ■■     •     ~-      •         'an  ordinary  woman,  that  was  stricken  111  age,- 

to  go  to  the  king  in  mourning   apparel,  who 

said  thus  to  biro That  two  of  her  sons,  in  a 

coarse  way,  had  some  difference  between  tDenj, 
and  that  in  the  progress  of  that  difference  they 
came  to  an  open  quarrel,  and  that  one  wa». 
smitten  by  the  other,  and  was  dead;  and  she' 
desired  him  to  interpose  in  this  case,  and  ta' 
do  her  the  favour  to  save  this  her  son  from  her 
kindred,  who  were  very  zealous  to  have  him' 
that  had  siain  his  brother  put  to  death,  that  so 
she  might  no*  be  farther  deprired  of  the  hopes 
she  had  of  being  taken  care  of  in  her  old  age 
by  hira ;  and  that  if  he  would  hinder  thir 
slaughter  of  her  son  by  those  that  wished  for^ 
it,  he  would  do  her  a  great  favour,  because 
the  kindred  would  not  be  restrained  from  their 
purpose  by  any  thing  else  than  by  the  fear  of 
him ; — and  when  the  king  had  given  his  con-' 
sent  to  what  the  woman  had  begged  of  him, 
she  made  this  reply  to  him; — "1  owe  thee 


the  second  year  after  this  wicked  affair  about 
his  sister  was  over,  and  Absalom  was  about  to 
go  to  shear  bis  own  sheep  at  Baalhazor,  whicn 
is  a  dty  in  the  portion  of  F.phraira,  he  be- 
sought his  father,  as  well  as  his  brethren,  to 
come  and  feast  with  him ;  but  when  David 
excused  himself,  as  not  being  willing  to  be 
burdensome  to  him,  Absalom  desired  he  would 
however  send  his  brethren;  whom  he  did  send 
accordingly.  Then  Absalom  charged  his  own 
servants,  that  when  they  should  see  Amnon 
disordered  and  drowsy  with  svine,  and  he 
sliould  give  them  a  signal,  they  should  fear 
nobody,  but  kill  him. 

3.  When  they  had  done  as  they  were  coro- 
itianded,  the  rest  of  his  brethren  were  aston- 
ished and  disturbed,  and  were  afraid  for  them- 
sblves.'so  they  immediately  got  on  horseback, 
and  rode  away  to  their  father;  but  somebody 
there  was  who  prevented  them,  and  told  their 
fitherthey  were  all  slain  by  Absalom;  where- 


uDon  be  was  overcome  with  sorrow,  as  for  so    thanks  for  thy  benignity  to  me  in  pitying  my 


n:aiiy  of  his  sons  that  were  destroyed  at  once, 
and  that  by  their  brother  also:  and  by  this  con 


old  age,  and  prevcnthig  the  loss  of  my  only 
remaining  child;  but  in  order  to  assure  me  of 


siaeratiou  that  it  was  their  brother  that  ap- 1  this  thy  kindness,  be  first  reconciled  to  thine 


peared  to  have  shiin  them,  he  aggra\-ated  his 
sorrow  for  them.  So  he  neither  inquired  what 
\yns  the  cause  of  this  slaughter,  nor  staid  tohear 
any  thing  else,  w  hich  yet  it  «  as  but  reasonable 
to  have  done,  when  so  very  great,  and  by  that 
greatness  so  incredible  a  misfortune  was  rclat-  j  i 
ed  to  hiio,  he  rent  his  clothes,  and  threw  him- 
self  upon  the  ground,  and  there  lay  lamenting 
^he  loss  of  all  his  sons,  both  those  who,  as  he 
was  informed,  were  slain,  and  of  him  who  slew 
them.  But  Jonad.ab,  the  son  of  his  brother 
Shemeah,  entreated  him  not  to  indulge  his 
oorrow  so  far,  for  as  to  the  rest  of  his  sons  he 
did  not  believe  that  they  were  slain,  for  he 
found  no  cause  for  such  a  suspicion ;  but  he 
said  it  might  deserve  inquiry  as  to  Amnon, 
for  it  was  not  unlikely  that  Absalom  might 
venture  to  kill  him  on  account  of  the  injury 
he  had  offered  to  Tamar.  In  the  mean  time, 
a  great  noise  of  horses,  and  a  tumult  of  some 
people  that  were  coming,  turned  their  attention 
to  them;  they  were  the  king's  sons,  who  were 
fled  away  from  the  feast.  So  their  father  met 
t'neip  as  they  were  in  their  grief,  and  he  him- 
teirgrievei  with  them;  but  it  was  more  than 


own  son,  and  cease  to  be  angry  with  hira;  for 
how  shall  I  persuade  myself  that  thou  hast 
really  bestowed  this  favour  upon  me,  while 
thou  th.\sflf  continuest  after  the  like  mamier 
in  thy  wrath  to  thine  own  son?  for  it  is  a  fool- 
.sh  thing  to  add  wilfully  another  to  thy  dead 
son,  while  the  death  of  the  other  was  brought 
about  without  thy  consent;" — and  now  the 
k'ng  perceived  that  this  pretended  story  was* 
subornation  derived  from  Joab,  and  was  of 
bis  contrivance;  and  when,  u|ion  inquiry  of 
the  old  woman,  he  understood  it  to  be  so  in 
reality,  he  called  for  Joab,  and  told  him  he 
had  obtained  what  he  requested  according  to 
his  own  mind;  and  he  bid  him  bring  Absalom 
back,  for  he  »  as  uot  now  displeased,  but  bad 
alreadv  ceased  to  be  angry  with  bim.  So  Joab 
bowed'  himself  down  to  the  king,  and  took  his 
words  kindly,  and  went  immediately  to  Ge- 
shur,  and  took  Absalom  Nvith  him,  and  came 
to  Jerusalem. 

5.  However,  the  king  sent  a  message  to  his 
son  beforehand,  as  he  %vas  coming,  and  com- 
manded bim  to  retire  to  his  own  house,  for 
he   tt-as  uot  yet  in  such  a  dispositioa  as  tu 
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think  fit  at  present  to  see  him.     Acrordinsjlj , 
upon  the  father's  command,  he  avoided  com- 
ing Into   his   presenre,   and   contented    him- 
%Af  with  the  respects  paid  him  by  his  own 
family  onlv.     Now  bis  beauty   was  not  im- 
paired,  either   by   the    grief   he    had    been 
under,  or  bv  the  w-ant  of  such  care  as  was 
proper  to  be  Uken  of  a  king's  son,  for  he 
st=ll  surpassed    and  exceUed  all  men  in  the 
tallness  of  his  body,  and    was  more  eminent 
[in  a  fine  appearance]  than  those  that  dieted 
the  most  liwuriouslv;  and,  indeed,  such  was 
tl«?  thickne-s  of  the  hair  of  his  head,  that  it 
mis  with  dilTiculty  he  was  polled  every  eighth 
day;  and  his  hair  weighed  two  hundred  she- 
kels," which  are  five  pounds.     However,  he 
dwelt  in   Jeru'^alem  two    >ears,  and   became 
llie  father  of  three  sons,  and  one  daughter; 
which   dau-hter    «-as   of   very   great   beauty, 
and   which   llehoboain,  the  son   of  Solomon, 
took  to  wife  afterward,  and  had  by  her  a  son 
mined    Abljah ;    but   Absalom  sent  to  Joab, 
B,id  desired  hiin  to  pacify  his  father  entiivly 
t..^vards  him;  and  to  beseech  him  to  give  him 
h.ave  to  come  to  him  to  see  him,  and  speak 
H-th  hiin ;  but  when  Joab  neglected  so  to  do,  he 
sent  some  of  his  own  servants,  and  set  hrc  to 
ihefiehl  arljoining  to  him;   which,  when  Joab 
understood,  he  came  to  Absalom,  aii<l  accused 
hiin  of  what  he  had  done;  and  asked  hun  the 
reason  why  he  did  so?     To  which  Absalom 
replied    that  "  I  have  found  out  this  strata- 
gem that  might  bring  thee  to  us,  while  thou 
hast  taken  no  care  to  perform  the  injunction 
1  laid  upon  thee,  which  was  this,  to  reconcile 
iny  father  to  me;  and  I  really  beg  it  of  thee, 
now  thou  art  here,  to  pacify  my  father  as  to 
me,  since  I  estt-em  my  coming  hither  to  be 
more  grievous  than  my  banishment,  while  my  , 
f.ther's  wrath  against  me  continues."     Here- 
by Joab  was  persuaded,  and  pitied  the  distress 
tiiat  Absalom  was  in,  and  became  an  interces- 
sor with  the  king  for  him;  and  when  he  had 
discoursed    with  his   father,  he  soon  brought 
Imii  to  that  amicable  disposition  towards  Ab- 
salom, that  he  presently  sent  for  huu  to  come 
to  him  ;  and  when  he  had  cast  himsell  down 
upon   the  ground,   and    had    begged   for    the 
forgiveness  of  his  oifeiices,  the    king   riuscd 
him  up,  and  promised  him  to  forget  what  he 
had  formerly  done. 
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COSCtRNING  THE  INSURKECTION  or  \BSALOM 
AGAINST  nAVID;  ASD  CONCERNING  AHl- 
THOPHEL  AND  HfSHAI;  AND  CONCERNING 
ZIBA  AND  SHlMEI;  AND  HOW  AHITHOPHEL 
HANGED  HIMSELF. 

§  1     Now  Absalom,  upon  this  his  success  with 
the  king,  procured  to  himself  a  great  many 

.  Ill   .1,1,  «e  JM  ul   *l»-l..n,-.  (.i..r,  l.o»-  ".  '""■"»    °' 

tbin»  year,  .t  raiBht  well  .mouDl  lo  l«o  hundred  thtkeU 


horses,  and  many  chariots,  and  that  in  a  little 
time  also.      He'  had  moreover  til^y  armour- 
bearers  that  were  about   him,  and  he  came 
early  every  dav  to   the   king's   palace,   and 
spake  what  was' agreeable  to  such  as  ciime  'or 
justice  and  lost  their  causes,  as  if  that  hap- 
pened for  want  of  good  counsellors  about  the 
king,  or  perhaps  because  the  judges  mistook 
in  that  unjust  sentence  they  gave;  whereby 
he  gained  the  good-will    of  Ihein  all.     He 
told    thein,  that  had  he    bi:t  such  authority 
committed  to  him,  he  would  distribute  justice 
to  them  ill  a  most  ecpiiUble  nr.arjier.      When 
he  had  made  himself  so  pcp-.ar  among  t he 
multitude,  he   thouulit   he   had   s-ready   the 
good-«-ill  of  the  peoi.le  secured  to  h.in;   but 
when  lour  years  f   had  passed   since    uis  la- 
ther's reconciliation  to  him,  he  came  to  him, 
and  besought  him  to  give  him  leave  to  go  to 
Hebron,  and  pav  a  sacrifice  to  Ood,  because 
he  vowed  it  to  him  when  he  fled  out  ot  the 
country.       So  when  David    had  granted   his 
reipiest,  he  went  thither,  and  great  multitudes 
came  running   together   to    him,  for   he    had 
sent  to  a  great  number  so  to  do. 

2.  Among  Ihem  came  .Vhithophel  the  Gt- 
lonitc,  a  counsellor  of  David's,  and  two   hun- 
dred men  out  of  Jerusalem  itself,  who  knew 
not  his  intentions,  but  were  sent  for  as  to  a 
sacrifice.     So   he  was  appointed  king   by  all 
of  them,  which  he  obtained  by  that  straUigem. 
As  soon  as  this  news  was  brought  to  David, 
and  he  was  informed  of  what  he  did  not  ex- 
pect from  his  son,  he  was  affrighted  at  this  his 
impious  anil  bold  undertaking,  and  wonden-d 
that  he  was  so  far  from  remembering  how  his 
offence  had  been  so  lately  forgiven  him,  that 
he  undertook  much  worse  and  more  wicked 
1  enterprises ;     first,    to    deprive    him    of    that 
kingdom  wliich  was  given  him  of  God :  and, 
secondly,  to  take  away  his  own  father's  life. 
He   therefore  resolved  to  fly  to  the  parte  be- 
yond Jordan ;  so  he  called  his  most  intimate 
friends  together,  and  communicated  to  them 
all  that  he  had  heard  of  his  son's  madness. 
He  committed  himself  to  God,  to  judge  be- 
tween them  about  all  their  actions;  and  left 
the  care  of  his  royal  palace  to  his  ten  concu- 
bines, and  went  away  from  Jerusalem,  being 
willingly  accompanied  by  the  rest  of  the  inul- 
cr  to  mmcwliat  above  six  pounds  avoirdupois,  mo  the 
Uleml   AcTOmpli^hment  of  ITopheiicJ.   p»ge  17,  78. 
But  a  late  Terj- judiiuous  author  think.s  that  the  Ixxu. 
meant  not  its  wciglit,  but  il.i  vnloe  was  twenty  shekela. 
Dr  Wall's  Critical  Notes  on  the  Uld  Testament,  upon 
2  Samuel  xlv.  2i.    It  doe.s  not  appear  what  was  Jcne- 
phu.-.s  opinion:  ho  sets  the  text  down  bone,«llj- as  ha 
i;)unJ  it  111  his  ropie.s.  rnlv  he  lliought.  that  "at  the 
end  ol  daj  .s."  when  Absalom  polled  or  weighed  his  hair, 
was  once  a  week.  ,    .  ,        .      . 

t  lliis  is  one  of  the  iK-st  correeOons  that  JosephuB  a 
1  .pT  affords  us  of  a  text  that,  in  our  orrtiniiri-  copies,  is 
1  roislT  corruplc<l.  Thev  say  that  this  rebellion  of -Ab- 
'  lorn  was  forty  vears  atXtr  what  went  bef.ire  (of  his  re- 
<■  .nciliiitinn  to  his  father  ,  whereas  the  series  of  the 
1  istori-  shows  it  eould  not  be  more  than  four  years  after 
ir,  as  here  in  Josephus.  whose  number  is  dlreetly  con- 
firmed bv  that  copy  of  the  ;eptuagiut  version  whence 
the  Armenian  tmiislntiou  was  made,  which  gives  ua 
the  small  number  of  four  years. 
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titude,  who  went  hastily  away  with  him,  and 
particularly  by  those  six  hundred  armed  men, 
who  had  been  with  him  from  his  first  flight  in 
the  days  of  Saul.  But  he  persuaded  Abia- 
thar  and  Zadok,  the  high-priests,  who  had  de- 
termined to  go  away  with  him,  as  also  all  the 
Levites,  who  were  n-ith  the  ark,  to  stay  be- 
hind, as  hoping  that  God  would  deUver  him 
without  its  removal;  but  he  charged  them  to 
let  him  know  privately  how  all  things  went 
on;  and  be  bad  their  sons,  Ahimaaz  the  son 
of  Zadok,  and  Jonathan  the  son  of  Abiathar, 
for  faithful  ministers  in  all  things;  but  Ittai 
the  Gittite  went  out  with  him  whether  Da^-id 
would  let  him  or  not,  for  he  would  have  per- 
suaded him  to  stay,  and  on  that  account  he 
appeared  the  more  friendly  to  him;  but  as  he 
was  ascending  the  mount  of  Olives  barefoot- 
ed, and  all  his  company  were  in  tears,  it  was 
told  him  that  Ahithophel  was  with  Absalom, 
and  was  of  his  side.  This  hearing  augment- 
ed his  grief;  and  he  besought  God  earnestly 
to  alienate  the  mind  of  Absalom  from  Ahitho- 
phel, for  he  was  afraid  that  he  should  persuade 
him  to  follow  his  pernicious  counsel,  for  he 
was  a  prudent  man,  and  very  sharp  in  seeing 
what  was  advantageous.  When  David  was 
gotten  upon  the  top  of  the  mountain,  he  took 
a  view  of  the  city;  and  prayed  to  God  with 
abundance  of  tears,  as  having  already  lost  his 
kingdom:  and  here  it  ^vas  that  a  faithful 
friend  of  his,  whose  name  was  Hushai,  met 
him.  When  David  saw  him  «ith  his  clothes 
rent,  and  hanng  aj^hcs  all  over  his  head,  and 
in  lamentation  for  the  great  change  of  affairs, 
he  comforted  him,  and  exhorted  him  to  leave 
off  grieving;  nay,  at  length  he  besought  him 
to  ^o  back  to  Absalom,  and  appear  as  one  of 
his  party,  and  to  fish  out  the  secretest  coun- 
sels of  his  mind,  and  to  contradict  the  coun- 
sels of  Ahithophel,  for  that  he  could  not  do 
him  so  much  good  by  being  with  him  as 
he  might  by  being  with  Absalom.  So  he 
was  prevailed  on  by  David,  and  left  him,  and 
came  to  Jerusalem,  whither  Absalom  himself 
came  also  a  Uttle  while  afterward. 

3.  When  David  was  gone  a  Uttle  farther, 
there  met  him  Ziba,  the  servant  of  Mephi- 
bosheth  (whom  he  had  sent  to  take  care  of 
the  possessions  which  had  been  given  him,  as 
the  son  of  Jonathan,  the  son  of  Saul),  with  a 
couple  of  asses,  loaden  with  proxisions,  and 
desired  him  to  take  as  much  of  them  as  he 
and   his   followers   stood   in   need  of.     And 
when  the  king  asked  him  where  he  had  left 
Mephibosheth,   he   said   he   had   left    him    in 
Jerusalem,  expecting  to  be  chosen  king  in  the 
present   confusions,   in   remembrance    of  the  | 
benefits  Saul  had  conferred  upon  them.     At  i 
this  the  king  had  great  indignation,  and  gave  i 
to  Ziba  all  that  he  had  formerly  bestowed  on  I 
Mephtbosbeth,  for  he  deternuned  that  it  was  I 
much  litter  that  he  should  have  them  than  the 
other;  at  which  Ziba  greatly  rejoiced.  ! 

4.  When   David  was  at  Bahurim,  a  place  j 


so  called,  there  came  out  a  kinsman  of  Saul's 
whose  name  was  Shimei,  and  threw  stones  at 
him,  and  gave  him  reproachful  words ;  and 
as  his  friends  stood  about  the  king  and  pro- 
tected him,  he  persevered  still  more  in  his  re- 
proaches, and  called  him  a  bloody  man,  and 
the  author  of  all  sorts  of  mbchief.  He  bade 
him  also  go  out  of  the  land  as  an  impure  and 
accursed  wretch;  and  he  thanked  God  for 
depriving  him  of  his  kingdom,  and  causing 
him  to  be  punished  for  what  injuries  he  had 
done  to  his  master  [Saul],  and  this  by  the 
means  of  his  own  son.  Now  when  they  were 
all  provoked  against  him,  and  angry  at  him, 
and  particularly  Abisbai,  who  had  a  mind  to 
kill  Shimei,  David  restrained  his  anger.  "  Let 
us  not,"  said  he,  "  bring  upon  ourselves  an- 
otherfreshmisfortune  to  those  we  have  already, 
for  truly  I  have  not  the  least  regard  nor  con- 
cern for  this  dog  that  raves  at  me:  I  submit 
myself  to  God,  by  whose  permission  this  man 
treats  mc  in  such  a  \rild  msumer;  nor  is  it 
any  wonder  that  I  am  obhged  to  undergo  these 
abuses  from  him,  while  I  experience  the  like 
from  an  impious  son  of  my  o\\'n;  but  perhaps 
God  wUl  have  some  commiseration  upon  us; 
if  it  be  his  will  we  shall  overcome  them."  So 
he  went  on  his  way  without  troubling  himself 
with  Shimei.  who  ran  along  the  other  side  of 
the  mountain,  and  threw  out  his  abusive  lan- 
guage plentifully.  But  when  David  was  come 
to  Jordan,  he  allowed  those  that  were  with 
him  to  refresh  themselves;  for  they  were 
weary. 

5.  But  when  Absalom,  and  Ahithophel  his 
comisellor,  were  come  *«  Jerusalem,  «ith  nil 
the  people,  David's  friend,  Hushai,  came  to 
them;  and  when  he  had  worshipped  Absalom, 
he  withal  wished  that  his  kingdom  might  last 
a  long  time,  and  continue  for  all  ages.  But 
when  Absalom  said  to  him,  "  How  comes 
this,  that  he  who  was  so  intimate  a  friend  of 
my  f.itber's,  and  appeared  faithful  to  him  in  all 
things,  is  not  with  him  now,  but  hath  left  him, 
and  IS  come  over  to  me?"  Hushai's  answer 
was  very  pertinent  and  prudent:  for  he  said, 
"  We  ought  to  follow  God  and  the  multitude 
of  the  people ;  while  these,  therefore,  my  lord 
and  master,  are  with  thee,  it  is  fit  that  I  should 
follow  them,  for  thou  hast  received  the  king- 
dom from  God.  I  will,  therefore,  if  thou  he- 
lievest  me  to  be  thy  friend,  show  the  same 
fidelity  and  kindness  to  thee,  which  thou 
knowest  I  have  shown  to  thy  father:  nor  is 
there  any  reason  to  be  in  the  least  dissatisfied 
with  the  present  state  of  affairs,  for  the  king- 
dom is  not  transferred  into  another,  hut  re- 
'oains  still  in  the  same  family,  by  the  son's 
eceiving  it  after  his  father."  This  speech 
lersuaded  Absalom,  who  before  suspected 
Ifushai.  And  now  he  called  Ahithophel, 
■ind  consulted  with  him  what  he  ought  to  do; 
he  persuaded  him  to  go  in  unto  his  father's 
■■ont'iitiines ;  for  he  said,  that  "  by  this  ac- 
tion tJie  people  would  beli'tve  that  tby  differ- 
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enoe  with  thy  father  is  irreconcjlcaUe,  and 
wUl  thei.ce  fight  ^ith  great  alacnty  against 
thy  father,  for  hitherto  they  are  atraid  ot  ta- 
king up  open  enmity  against  him  out  of  an 
expectation  that  you  will  be  reconciled  again 
Accordingly  Absalom  was  prevailed  on  b) 
this  advice,  and  commanded  his  f^^nts  to 
pitch  him  a  tent  upon  the  top  of  the  ro>al 
™lace,  in  the  sight  of  the  multitude;  and  he 
went  in  aiKl  lay  with  his  fathers  concubines. 
Now  this  came  to  pass  according  to  the  pre- 
diction of  Nathan,  when  he  projrfiesied  and 
signified  to  hi.n  that  his  son  would  rise  up  m 
rebellion  against  him.  .    x  •,„ 

6  And  when  Absalom  bad  done  what  he 
was  advised  to  by  Ahithopbel,  he  desired  his 
advice,  in  the  second  place,  about  the  war, 
mjalnst  bis  father.  Now  Ahithopbel  only  ask- 
ed him  to  let  him  have  ten  thousand  chosen 
men.  and  he  promised  he  would  slay  bis  fa- 
ther «.d  bring  the  soldiers  back  again  .n 
saf"v;  and  be  said,  that  then  tbe  k.ngdon 
wouUl  be  firm  to  him  when  Uav.d  was  dead 
[hut  n<.t  otherwise].  Absalom  was  p  eased 
with  this  advice,  and  called  or  Husbai,  1>.  - 
vid's  friend  (for  so  did  he  style  h.m).  and  in- 
formed bim  of  the  opinion  ot  Ahithopbel:  be 


ing  that  mntt<>r.  Now  he  "■f,/''"^'!.''^^'' 
if  Ahitbophers  counsel  were  followed,  Da>id 
would  be  in  -langcr  of  being  seized  on  and 
rfiin  ;  so  !«•  attcmpte.I  to  introduce  a  contrary 
ooinion.  and  said,  "  Thou  art  not  nnacqua.nt- 

of 'those  that  are  now  with  him;  that  he  hath 
made  many  wars,  a.«i  bath  always  come  off 
"  th  victory,  though  F'-hablv  be  now  abides 
in  tbe  camp,  for  he  is  very  skil  ul     n  strata- 
gems, and  in  foreseeing  the  deceitful  tncks  of 
his  enemies;  yet  will  he  leave  bis  own  soldiers 
in  the  evening,  and  will  either  bide  h'"-'''/ '" 
some  valley,  or  will  place  an  ambush  at  some 
rock :    so  that,   when  our  army  joins  ba     e 
with  him,  his  soldiers  will  retire  for  a  little  | 
while,  Imt  will  come  upon  us  ag^iin,  as  en- 
couraged bv  the  king's  being  near  d^-™  =  »"<' 
in  the  meantime  your  father  will  show  h.in- 
Ulf  snddenlv  in  the  time  of  tbe  battle,  and 
will  infuse  courage  into  his  own  people  when 
tlhev  ar«  in  danger,  hut  bring  consternation  to 
thine.     Consider,  therefore,  my  advice,  and 
reason  upon  it,  and  if  thou  canst  not  bufnc- 
knowledge  it  to  be  the  best,  reject  the  opinion 
of  Ahithopbel.     Send  to  tbe  entire  country  of 
the   Hebrews,  and  order  them  to  come  and 
fisht  with  thy  father;    and  do  thou  thysett 
tJke  tbe  armv.  and  be  thine  own  general  in 
this  war,  and  do  not  trust  its  management  to 
another;   then  expect   to  conquer  him   with 
,a.e    when  thou  overtakest  h.m  openly  with 
his  few  parli/ans,  but  hast  thyself  many  ten 
thousands,   who   will  he  desiions  to  demon- 
strate to  thee  their  diligence  and  alacrity.    And 
if  tbv  father  shall  shut  himself  up  in  some 
dty  ai«3  bear  a  siege,  we  wiU  overthrow  that 


city  with  machines  of  war.  and  by  undermi- 
ning it."  When  Hushu  had  said  this,  he  ob- 
tained his  point  against  Ahithopbel,  for  his 
opinion  was  preferred  by  Absalom  before  the 
other's:  however,  it  was  no  other  than  God 
who  made  the  counsel  of  Hushai  appear  best 
to  the  mind  of  Absalom.  ,    , .  .       .    . 

7    So  Hushai  made  haste  to  the  high- priests, 
Zadok  ajid  Abiathar,  and  told  them  the  opi- 
nion  of  Ahithopbel,  and  his  own,  and  that  the 
resolution  was  taken  to  follow  this  latter  ad- 
vice   He  therefore  bade  them  send  to  IJavid, 
and  tell  him  of  it,  and  to  inform  hira  of  the 
counsels  that  had  been  taken;  and  to  desire 
him  farther  to  pass  quickly  over  Jordan,  lest 
bis  son  should  change  his  mmd,  and  make 
haste  to  pursue  him,  and  so  prevent  him,  and 
seise  upon  him  before  he  be  in  safety      Now 
the  higb-priests  had  their  sons  concealed  in  a 
1  proper  place  out  of  the  city,  that  they  might 
carry  news  to  David  of  what  was  transacted. 
Accordinglv,  they  sent  a  maid-servant,  whom 
they  could'trust,  to  them,  to  carry  the  news 
of  Absalom's  counsels,  and  ordered  then,  to 
signify  the  same  to  David  with  all  speed,    bo 
they  made  no  excuse  nor   delay,  b.it,  taking 
along  with   them   their   fathers    injunctions. 


uecaurc  ,,'""=  -"l  t»'thf'>I  nunisters;  and 
judging  that  quickness  and  suddenness  wa* 
the  best  mark  of  faithful  service,  they  made 
haste  to  meet  with  David.  But  certain  horse- 
men saw  them  when  tbey  were  two  furlongs 
from  the  citv,  and  informed  Absalom  of  .h.  m 
who  immediatelv  sent  some  to  take  them  ;  bu« 
when thesonsoftbehigh-priestsperceiiretl  this, 

thev  went  out  of  tbe  road,  and  betook  then., 
selves  to  a  certain  village  (that  village  wa- 
called  Bah.irim):  there  they  desired  a  certau. 
woman  to  hide  them,  and  afford  them  seen- 
ritv.  Accordingly  she  let  the  yoiing  men 
down  by  a  rope  into  a  well,  and  laid  fteece- 
of  wool  over  them;  and  when  those  that  pur- 
sued them  came  to  her,  and  asked  her  whether 
she  saw  them,  she  did  not  deny  that  she  had 
Iseen  them,  for  that  they  staid  with  her  som- 
time  but  she  said  they  then  went  their  way^ : 
and  she  foretold,  that,  however  if  they  wend-. 
follow  them  directly,  they  would  catch  them  , 


.  Tliis  rtdwlion  of  Josephu.'s,  that  God  broiieht  L. 

?e°  ,1  '  nl^ualed'wicked  Absalom  to  reject  ,t  (which  '..- 
fat ual  on  .8  what  the  Scripture  styles  the  jHdical  *iarder  - 
In  -rte  hearts,  and  blinding  the  e,es  "1.  n","-  I"^'- .^> 

^^t  f  rvid'^d^rihe^^y  s^  i^i^t^u^i;:;;! 

L  v^V ioToie   and  in  Wm  no.  unfrequeot     Nor  does 

^L:rnr;:^rJ:ra^^he™ea„soc..e|^;ls 

of  m  such  cases,  is  often  '">I>'"«''»^  "/', ,  ,y,„^  Mag, 

things  belon,  to  the    Urd  ™'  G°'>,-„  "^^^  "Sre,,  L 

that  are  revealed  l^clone  '"^'^^XotMs  law,"   IJeut 

<■•"•  ■.^^'  "J=„",^\.e  aS   he  suUmL  of  the  moderns.  ^ 
XXIX.  -.'9.     Nor  liaieao  '"e  >  ^.      ^^^ 

f..r  a.  I   see.j;..en  »"y„"°''^™ul^''^HLiioi.  either  t) 
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but  when,  after  a  long  pursuit,  they  could  not 
catch  them,  they  canie  back  again ;  and  when 
the  woman  saw  those  men  were  returned,  and 
that  there  ^Tas  no  longer  any  fear  of  the  young 
men's  being  caught  by  them,  she  drew  them 
up  by  the  rope,  and  bade  them  go  on  their 
,oamey.  Accordingly  they  used  great  dili- 
gence in  the  prosecution  of  that  journey,  and 
came  to  David  and  informed  him  accurately 
of  all  the  counsels  of  Absalom.  So  he  com- 
".anded  those  that  were  with  him  to  pass  over 
Jord&n  while  it  M-as  night,  and  not  to  delay  at 
:ill  on  that  account. 

8.  But  Ahithophel,  on  rejection  of  his  ad- 
rice,  got  upon  his  ass  and  rode  away  to  his 
own  country,  Gilon ;  and,  calling  his  family 
together,  he  told  them  distinctly  what  advice 
he  bad  given  Absalom;  and  since  he  had  not 
hfen  persuaded  by  it,  he  raid  he  would  evi- 
dciitly  perish,  and  this  in  no  long  time,  and 
that  David  would  overcome  him,  and  return 
to  his  kingdom  again ;  so  he  said  it  was  better 
that  he  should  take  bis  own  life  away  with 
freedom  and  magnanimity,  than  expose  him- 
self to  be  punished  by  David,  in  opposition 
ti  whom  he  had  acted  entirely  for  Absalom. 
When  he  had  discoursed  thus  to  them,  he 
w,>nt  iito  the  inmost  room  of  his  house,  and 
banged  h-Eself  i  and  thus  was  the  death  of 
Ahit>oohel,  who  was  self-condemned;  and 
When  his  relations  had  taken  him  down  from 
tuehaber  tiey  took  care  of  his  funeral.  Now, 
as  for  DaWd,  he  passed  over  Jordan,  as  we 
have  said  already,  and  came  to  Mahanaim,  a 
very  fine  and  very  strong  city;  and  all  the 
chief  men  of  the  country  received  him  with 
LTeat  pleasure,  both  out  of  the  shame  they 
h;ul  that  he  should  be  forced  to  dee  away 
[from  Jerusalem],  and  out  of  the  respect  they 
bare  him  while  he  was  in  his  former  prospe- 
rity. These  were  BarziUai  the  Gileaditc,  and 
Siphar  the  ruler  among  the  Ammonites,  and 
Machir  the  principal  man  of  Gilead;  aud 
these  furnished  him  with  plentiful,  provisions 
i>>r  himself  and  bis  followers,  insomuch  that 
(liey  wanted  no  beds  nor  blankets  for  them, 
iiiir  loaves  of  bread,  nor  wine;  nay,  they 
brought  them  a  great  many  cattle  for  slaugh- 
ter, and  adbrded  them  what  furniture  they 
wanted  for  their  refreshment  when  they  were 
weary,  and  lor  food,  with  plenty  of  other  ne- 

••AiiSalltS. 


CHAPTER  X. 

HOW  WnE!f  ABSALOM  WAS  BEATEN,  HE  WAS 
CAUGHT  IS  A  TREE  BT  HIS  HAIR,  AND  WAS 
SLAIN. 

§  1 .  And  this  was  the  state  of  David  and  his 
followers:  but  Absalom  got  together  a  va^t 
army  of  the  Hebrews  to  oppose  his  father,  and 
passed  therewith  over  the  river  Jordau,  and 


sat  down  not  far  off  Mahanaim,  in  the  country 
of  Gilead.  He  appointed  Amasa  to  be  cap- 
tain of  all  his  host,  instead  of  Joab  his  kins- 
man: his  fether  was  Ithra,  and  his  mother 
Abigail:  now  she  and  Zcruiah,  the  mother  o^ 
Joab,  were  David's  sisters;  but  when  David 
had  numbered  his  followers,  and  found  them 
to  be  about  four  thousand,  he  resolved  not  to 
tarry  till  Absalom  attacked  him,  but  set  over 
his  men  captains  of  thousands,  and  captains  of 
hundreds,  and  divided  his  army  into  three 
parts ;  the  one  part  he  committed  to  Joab,  the 
next  to  Abishai,  Joab's  brother,  and  the  third 
to  Ittai,  Darid's  companion  and  friend,  bu* 
one  that  came  from  the  city  Gath;  and  when 
he  was  desirous  of  fighting  himself  among 
them,  his  friends  would  not  let  him:  and  this 
refusal  of  theirs  was  founded  upon  very  wise 
reasons: — "For,"  said  they,  "if  we  be  con- 
rpiered  when  he  is  with  us,  we  have  lost  al) 
good  hopes  of  recovering  ourselves;  but  if  we 
should  be  beaten  in  one  part  of  our  army, 
the  other  parts  may  retire  to  him,  and  may 
thereby  prepare  a  greater  force,  while  the  ene- 
my will  naturally  suppose  that  he  bath  another 
amr.y  with  him."  So  David  was  pleased  with 
this  their  advice,  and  resolved  himself  to  tarry 
At  Mahanaim ;  and  as  be  sent  bis  friends  and 
commanders  to  the  battle,  he  desired  them  to 
show  all  possible  alacrity  and  fidelity,  anil  ta 
bear  in  mind  what  advantages  they  had  received 
from  him,  which,  though  they  had  not  been 
very  great,  yet  had  they  not  been  quite  incon- 
siderable; and  he  begged  of  them  to  spare  the 
young  man  Absalom,  lest  some  mischief  should 
befall  himself,  if  he  should  be  killed ;  and  thus 
did  he  send  out  his  army  to  the  battle,  and 
wished  them  >*ictory  therein. 

2.  Then  did  Joab  put  his  army  in  battle 
array  over-against  the  enemy  in  the  Great 
Plain,  where  he  had  a  M^ood  behind  him.  Ab- 
salom also  brought  his  army  into  the  field  to  op- 
pose him.  Vpon  the  joining  of  the  battle,  both 
sides  showed  great  actions  with  their  hands 
and  their  boldness;  the  one  side  exposing 
themselves  to  the  greatest  hazards,  and  u?ing 
their  utmost  alacrity,  that  David  might  recover 
his  kingdom;  and  the  other  being  no  way  de- 
ficient, either  in  doing  or  suffering,  that  Ab- 
salom might  not  be  deprived  of  that  kingdom, 
and  be  brought  to  punishment  by  his  father, 
for  his  impudent  attempt  against  him.  Those 
also  that  were  the  most  numerous  were  solici- 
tous that  they  might  not  be  conquered  by  those 
few  that  were  with  Joab,and  with  the  other  com- 
manders, because  that  would  be  the  greatest 
disgrace  to  them;  while  David's  soldiers 
strove  greatly  to  overcome  so  many  ten  thou- 
sands as  the  enemy  had  with  them.  Jiow 
David's  men  were  conquerors,  as  superior  in 
strength  and  skill  in  war;  so  they  foUo"  ed  the 
others  as  they  fled  away  through  the  forests 
and  valleys;  some  they  took  prisoiici.-,  and 
many  they  slew,  and  more  in  the  (light  than 
in  the  battle,  for  there  fell  about  tueuty  tboo- 
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■and  that  day.     But  all  David's  men  ran  vio- 
lently upon  Absalom,  for  he  was  easily  knonn 
hy  his  beautv  and  tallness.     He  was  himself 
also  afraid  leit  his  enemies  should  seize  on  him, 
so  he  got  upon  the  king's  mule  and  fled;   but 
as  he  was  car-ried  «itb  violence,  and  noise,  and 
a  great  motion,  as  being  himself  light,  be  en- 
tangled bis  hair  greatly  in  the  large  boughs  of 
a  knotty  tree  that  spread  a  great  way,  and 
there  he  hung,  after  a  surprising  manner;  and 
as  for  the  beast  it  went  on  farther,  and  that 
swiftly,  as  if  his  master  had  been  still  upon 
his  back;  but  he  banging  in  the  air  upon  the 
boughs,  was  taken  bv  his  enemies.    Now  when 
one  of  David's  soldiers  saw  this,  he  iiifnrmed 
Joab  of  it ;  and  when  the  general  said.  That  if 
he  had  shot  at  and  killed  Absalom,  he  would 
have  given  him  fifty  .-hekels,  he  replied,—"  I 
would  not    have    killed    my  masters    son  it 
thou    wouldst    have    given    me    a    thousand 
shekels;  esperiallv  when  he  desired  that  the 
xoung  man  might  be  spared,  in  the  hearing 
of    us   all."     iJut  Joab  bnde  him  show  him  , 
where  it    was  that    he    saw  Absalom  hang; 
whereupon  he  shot  him  to  the  heart,  and  slew  ] 
him    and  Jcib's  armour-bearers  stood  round 
the  tree,  and  pulled  down  his  dead  body,  and 
cast  it  into  a  great  rhasm  that  was  out  of 
sight,  and  laid  a  heap  of  stones  upon  him,  till 
the   cavity   was  filled  up,  and  bad  both  the 
appearance  and  the  bigness  of  a  grave.      Then 
Joab  sounded  a  retreat,  and  recalled  Ins  ovvn 
soldiers  from  pursuing  the  enemy  e  army,  in 
order  to  spare  their  countrymen. 

3  Now  Ahsaluin  had  erec-ted  for  himself 
a  marble  pillar  in  the  king's  dale,  two  fur- 
longs distant  from  Jerusalem,  whicli  he  named 
Absalom's  Hand,  saying,  that  if  his  children 
were  killed,  bis  name  would  remain  by  that 
pillar;  for  he  had  three  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, named  Tamar,  as  we  said  before,  who, 
when  she  was  married  to  David's  grandson, 
Heboboain,  bare  a  son,  Ahijah  by  name,  who 
succeeded  his  father  in  the  kingdom;  but  of 
these  we  shall  speak  in  a  part  of  our  history 
which  will  be  more  proper.  After  the  death 
of  Absalom,  they  returned  every  one  to  'heir 
own  liQmes  respectively.  „  „    ,  i     u 

4.  Hut  now  Ahimaaz,  the  son  of  Zadok  the 
high-priest,  went  to  Joab.  and  desired  he  would 
permit  him  to  go  and  U\\  David  of  this  vic- 
torv,  and  to  bring  him  the  good  news  that 
God  had  afforded  his  assistance  and  his  pro- 
vidence to  him.  However,  he  did  not  frant 
his  request,  but  said  to  him,  "  Wilt  thou, 
who  hast  always  been  the  messenger  of  good 
news,  now  go  and  acquaint  the  king  that  his 
son  is  dead?"  So  he  desired  bim  to  desist. 
He  then  called  Cushi,  and  committed  the 
business  to  him,  that  he  should  tell  the  king 
what  he  had  ^ec]l.  Uut  when  Ahimaaz  again 
desireil  hnii  to  let  him  go  as  a  messenger,  and 
;.»su:ed  him  that  he  would  oidy  relate  what 
concerned  the  victor,-,  but  not  coMcernmg  the 
death  of  Aioalcni.  he  (fave  hiin  leave  to  go  to 


David  Now  he  took  a  nearer  rosd  than  the 
former  did,  for  nobodv  knew  it  but  himself, 
and  he  c-ime  before  Cushi.  Now  as  David 
was  sitting  between  the  gates,*  and  waiting 
to  <ee  when  somebodv  would  come  to  him 
trom  the  battle,  and  tell  him  how  it  went,  one 
of  the  watchmen  saw  Ahimaaz  running,  and 
before  he  could  discern  who  be  was,  he  fold 
David  that  be  saw  somebody  coming  to  him, 
who  said,  be  was  a  good  messenger.  A  little 
while  after,  he  inlorn.ed  him,  that  another 
messenger  followed  him;  whereupon  the  king 
said  that  he  also  was  a  good  messenger:  but 
when  the  watchman  saw  Ahimaaz,  and  that 
he  was  alreadv  vcrv  near,  he  gave  the  king 
notice,  that  it  was  the  son  ot  Zauok  the 
high-priest,  who  came  running.  So  David 
was  very  gla.l,  and  said  he  was  a  messenger 
of  good' tidings,  and  brought  him  some  such 
news  from  the  battle  as  he  desired  to  '»■■■"■• 

3     While  the  king  was  saying  thus,  Ahi- 
maaz   appeared,    and    worshipped    the    king. 
And  when  the  king  inquired  of  him    .abmit 
the  battle,  he  said  he  brought  hiin  the  goo<l 
news  of   victorv  and  dominion.      And  when 
he  imiuired  what  lie  ha.1  to    say  concenimg 
liis  son,  he  said  that  he  came  away  on  the 
sudden  as  soon  as  the  enemy  was  defeated, 
'  but  that  be  heard  a  great  noise  of  those  that 
pursued  Absalom,  and  that  he  could  .earn  no 
more,  because  of  the  ba.stc  he  made  when 
1  Joab  sent  hiin  to  inform  hiin  of  the  victory. 
Uut  when  Ciishi  was  come,  and  hsd  worship- 
ped him,  and  informed  him  of  the  victory,  he 
asked  bun  about  his  son,  who  replied,  -  .May 
the    like    misfortune  befall  thine  eiienues  as 
hath  belallen  Absalo.n."     That  word  did  not 
permit  cither  himself  or  his  soldiers  to  rejoice 
at  the  victorv,  though  it  was  a  very  great  one; 
but  David  went  up  to  the  nighesi  part  ot  the 
citv  t   and   wept   fiir   his   son,   and    beat    his 
brJast,  tearing  f'.'.ie  luiir  ofl  his  head,  torment- 
ing himself  all"  manner  of   ways,  and  crying 
out,  "Dh,  my  son!    1   wi,h  that   1  bad  died 
myself,  and  eniled  my  days  with  thcel"    for 
he  WMS  of  a  tender  natural  affection,  and  had 
cvtraordinarv  compassion  for  this  son  "'  P*''- 
ticular.      But  when  the  army  and  Joab  heard 
that  the  king  mourned  for  bis  son,  they  were 
ashamed  to  enter  the  city  in  the  habit  of  con- 
querors, but  they  all  came  in  as  cast  down, 

•  riie  reader  urni  n"t  Ix;  surprised  at  this  account  "I 
flav.a->llir'"»-.  I>"<1>  ^"'  ••""'  ^  *»"••  ""'"•  ■•"•in-'l  '• 
WIS  het«-.-pn  iwo  Kiilf*.  or  portals;  (rates  bum;  in  c.nes. 
.^  well  as  al  the  tempi-,  laree  open  places,  wilh  a  portal 
al  the  enlcnce,  ami  another  al  the  exit,  between  which 
i,„lici.il  caiisrs  vvrre  lie..rii,  ana  pulilic  conaultatioiu  la- 
ken  .-,.  is  w-ll  kn""-"  <"><"  "■"r^'  I''-""  "f  ^"ipture. 
■J  c'hrun  sxii.  a;  P>al-  '»  »•  <:»»<"-5i  Hrov.i.21: 
vlu   3.  IHi  xlXL^li  and  ollen  elsewhere. 

+  Since  David  was  ii.iw  in  vlalianuim,  and  in  the 
open  place  of  that  cily-pilc  "hich  seems  st.ll  to  l.ave 
been  built  ihe  hiahest  of  any  part  of  Ihe  «al. :  and  since 
our  oil.er  cop:es  saj  he  went  up  to  the  chaaiber  over  llw 
eale  (i  Sain,  iviii.  ;i3).  I  think  we  ouphl  to  correct  our 
nreseni  leudin.-  in  J,.>ephus,  and  '"/,'•"!'»'"!"''',  ."■'^ 
Li..  I.e.  inMcd  of  the  buhest  part  of  I  .e  .l.-y  .bonld  My 
Ihr  hiihes;  pari  of  Ihe  .;"'«•  Accordingly  we  6nd  DavJ 
l.rc.  nllv.  in  J..s.-phus;  as  well  as  in  our  other  copKS, 
■i  Sam.  ill  h,  iimng  a5  before,  in  Uie  aa/<  ot  the  cllj. 
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and  in  tears,  as  if  they  had  been  beaten. 
Now  while  the  king  covered  himself,  and 
gnevously  lamented  bis  son,  Joab  went  in  to 
Lira,  and  said,  "  O  my  lord  the  king,  thou 
art  not  aware  that  thou  layest  a  blot  on  thy- 
self by  what  thou  now  doest;  for  thou  now 
seemest  to  bate  those  that  love  thee,  and  un- 
dergo dangers  for  thee;  nay  to  hate  thyself 
and  thy  family,  and  to  love  those  that  are  thy 
bitter  enemies,  and  to  desire  the  company  of 
those  that  are  no  more,  and  who  have  been 
Justly  slain;  for  had  Absalom  gotten  the  vic- 
tory, and  tirmly  settled  himself  in  the  kingdom, 
there  had  been  none  of  us  left  alive,  but  all  of 
lis,  beginning  with  thyself  and  thy  children, 
had  miserably  perished,  while  our  enemies 
bad  not  w  ept  for  us,  but  rejoiced  over  us, 
and  punished  even  those  that  pitied  us  in  our 
misfortunes;  and  thou  art  not  nshamed  to  do 
this  in  the  case  of  one  that  has  been  thy  bit- 
ter enemy,  who,  while  he  was  thine  own  son, 
hath  proved  so  wicked  to  thee.  Leave  off, 
therefore,  thy  unreasonable  grief,  and  come 
abroad  and  be  seen  by  thy  soldiers,  and  return 
Iheiu  thanks  for  the  alacrity  they  showed  in 
the  fight;  for  I  myself  will  this  day  per- 
suade the  people  to  leave  thee,  and  to  give 
the  kingdom  to  another,  if  thou  continuest 
to  do  thus;  and  then  I  shall  make  thee  to 
grieve  bitterly  and  in  earnest."  Upon  Joab's 
speaking  thus  to  him,  he  made  the  king  leave 
off  his  sorrow,  and  brought  him  to  the  consi- 
di'iation  of  his  affairs.  So  David  changed 
his  habit,  and  exposed  himself  in  a  manner 
tit  to  be  seen  by  the  multitude,  and  sat  in  the 
gates;  whereupon  all  the  people  heard  of  it, 
and  ran  together  to  him,  and  saluted  him. 
And  this  was  the  present  state  of  David's 
aifuirs. 


CHAPTER  XL 

mow  david,  when  he  had  becovehed  his 
kingdom,  washeconciled  to  shimei.  axd 
to  ziba  ;  akd  showed  agkeat  affec- 
tion to  barzii.lai:  and  how,  cpcn  the 
rise  of  a  sedition,  he  made  amasa  cap-i 
tain  of  his  host,  in  oudes  to  pursde 
sueea;  which  ahasa  was  slain  by  joab. 

g  1.  Now  those  Flebrews  that  had  been  with 
Absalom,  and  had  retired  out  of  the  battle, 
when  they  were  all  returned  home,  sent  mes- 
sengers to  every  city  to  put  them  in  mind  of 
what  beiielits  David  fad  bestowed  upon  them.  1 
and  of  that  liberty  which  he  had  procured 
them,  by  delivering  them  from  many  and  great 
wars.  But  they  complained,  that  whereas 
they  had  ejected  liiin  out  of  his  kingdom,  and 
committed  it  to  another  governor,  whicli 
o'her  governor,  whom  they  bad  set  up,  wn- 
already  dead;  they  did  not  now  beseech  D.ivu 


to  leave  off  bis  anger  at  them,  and  to  become 
friends  with  them,  and,  as  be  used  to  do,  to 
resume  the  care  of  their  affairs,  and  take  the 
kingdom  again.  This  was  often  told  to  Da- 
vid. And,  this  notwithstanding,  David  sent 
to  Zadok  and  Abiathar  the  high-priests,  that 
they  should  speak  to  the  rulers  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah  after  the  manner  following:  That  it 
would  be  a  reproach  upon  them  to  permit  the 
other  tribes  to  choose  David  for  their  king, 
before  their  tribe,  and  this,  said  he,  while  yon 
are  akin  to  him,  and  of  the  same  common 
blood.  He  commanded  thein  also  to  say  the 
same  to  Ainasa  the  captain  of  their  forces. 
That  whereas  he  was  his  sister's  son,  he  had 
not  persuaded  the  multitude  to  restore  the 
kingdom  of  Da^•id :  that  he  might  expect  from 
him  not  only  a  reconciliation,  for  that  was  al- 
ready granted,  but  that  supreme  command  of 
the  army  also  which  Absalom  bad  bestowed 
upon  him.  Accordingly  the  high-priests, 
when  they  bad  discoursed  with  the  rulers  of 
the  tribe,  and  s.iid  what  the  king  had  ordered 
them,  persuaded  Amasa  to  undertake  the  rare 
of  liis  affairs.  So  he  persuaded  that  tribe  to 
send  immediately  ambassadors  to  him,  to  be- 
seech him  to  return  to  his  own  kingdom.  The 
same  did  all  the  Israelites,  at  the  bke  ptrsua- 
sion  of  Amasa. 

2.  When  the  ambassadors  came  to  him,  he 
came  to  Jerusalem;  and  the  tribe  of  Judah 
was  the  first  that  came  to  meet  the  king  at  the 
river  Jordan;  and  Shimei,  the  son  of  Gera, 
came  with  a  thousand  men,  which  he  brought 
with  him  out  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin ;  and 
Ziba,  the  freedman  of  Saul,  with  his  sons, 
fifteen  in  number,  and  with  his  twenty  ser- 
\'ants.  All  these,  as  well  as  the  tribe  nf  Ju- 
dah, laid  a  bridge  [of  boats]  over  the  river, 
that  the  king,  and  those  that  were  with  him, 
might  with  ease  pass  over  it.  Now  as  soon 
as  he  was  come  to  Jordan,  the  tribe  of  Judah 
saluted  him.  Shimei  also  came  upon  the 
bridge,  took  hold  of  his  feet,  and  prayed  him 
to  forgive  him  what  he  had  offended,  and  not 
to  be  too  bitter  against  him,  nor  to  think  fit 
to  make  him  the  first  example  of  severity  un- 
der bis  new  authority;  but  to  consider  that 
he  had  repented  of  his  failure  of  duty,  imd 
had  taken  care  to  come  first  of  all  to  him. 
While  he  was  thus  entreating  the  king,  and 
moving  him  to  compassion,  Ahishai,  Joab*s 
brother,  said.  And  shall  not  this  man  die  for 
this,  that  he  hath  cursed  that  king  whom  God 
hath  appointed  to  reign  over  us?  But  Da- 
vid turned  himself  to  him,  and  s.iid,  *'  Will 
you  never  leave  off,  ye  sons  of  Zeruiah  ?  Do 
not  you,  I  pray,  raise  new  troubles  and  sedi- 
tions among  us,  now  the  former  are  over;  for 
I  would  not  have  you  ignorant,  that  I  this  dnjr 
begin  my  reign,  and  therefore  swear  to  remit  to 
all  offenders  their  punishments,  and  not  to 
animadvert  on  any  one  that  has  sinned.  Be 
thou,  therefore,"  said  he,  *'  O  Siiiniei,  of  g.*>od 
courage,  and  do  not  at  all  fear  bring  put  to 
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death."     So  he  worshipped  him,  and  went  on 
before  him. 

3.  Mephibosheth  also,  Saul's  grandson, 
met  David,  clothed  in  a  sordid  g-arnient,  and 
bavinp  his  hair  thick  and  neglected;  for  after 
David  was  fled  away,  he  was  in  such  grief 
that  be  had  not  polled  bis  head,  nor  had  he 
washed  his  clotlies.  as  dooming  himself  to  un- 
derpo  such  hardships  upon  occiision  of  the 
change  of  the  king's  alfairs.  Now  he  had 
been  unjustly  calumniate<l  to  the  king  by 
Ziba,  his  steward.  AVheii  he  had  saluted  the 
king,  and  worshipped  him,  the  king  began  to 
ask  him  why  he  did  nuT  go  out  of  Jerusalem 
with  him.  and  accompany  him  during  his 
flight?  He  replied,  that  this  piece  of  inju«- 
tice  was  owing  to  Ziba;  because,  when  he 
Mas  ordered  to  got  Ihitips  ready  for  his  gciing 
out  with  hi[n,  he  took  no  care  of  it,  but  re- 
giirded  him  no  more  than  if  he  had  been  a 
slave;  "and,  indeed,  hiid  I  had  my  feet  sound 
and  strong,  I  had  not  deserted  thee,  for  I 
could  then  have  made  »ise  of  them  in  my 
flight;  but  this  is  not  all  the  injury  that  Ziba 
has  done  me,  as  fo  my  duty  to  thee,  my  lord 
and  master,  but  he  hath  cahimniated  me  be- 
sides, and  told  lies  about  me  of  his  own  in- 
vention; but  I  know  thy  mind  will  not  ad- 
mit of  such  calumnies,  but  is  ritzbteously  dis- 
posed, a!id  a  lover  of  truth,  which  it  is  also 
the  will  of  God  should  prevail.  For  when 
thou  wast  in  the  greatest  danger  of  suffering 
by  my  grandfather,  and  when,  on  that  ac- 
count, our  whole  family  might  ju«tly  have 
been  destroyed,  thou  wast  moderate  and  mer- 
ciful, and  didst  then  esiieciallv  forget  all  those 
injuries,  when,  if  thou  hadst  remembered 
them,  thou  hadst  the  power  of  punishing  us 
for  them;  but  thou  hast  judged  me  to  be  thy 
friend,  and  hast  set  me  every  day  at  thine 
own  table;  nor  have  I  wanted  any  thing 
which  one  of  thine  own  kinsmen,  of  great- 
est esteem  with  thee,  could  have  expected." 
When  he  had  said  this,  I)a\id  resolved  nei- 
ther to  punish  Mephibosheth,  nor  to  con- 
demn Ziba,  as  having  belied  bis  master;  but 
said  to  him,  that  as  he  had  [before]  granted 
all  his  estate  to  Ziba,  because  he  did  not  come 
along  with  him,  so  be  [now]  promised  to  for- 
give him,  and  ordered  that  the  one  half  of  his 
estate  should  be  restored  to  him."  Where- 
upon Mephibosheth  said,  '*  Nav,  let  Ziba  take 
nil;  it  suffices  me  that  thou  hast  recovered 
thy  kingdom." 

4.  But  David  desired  Barzillai  the  Gilead- 

•  Dy  David's  disposal  of  half  MfpliihoslieUi's  fslaie  to 
Ziba,  one  would  imagine  tliat  lie  was  a  i.'<'<iH  rteal  'lissa- 
(ibtied.  ai.d  doubtful  whetlrer  IMephihoshtth's  slory  wtie 
entirely  truf  or  not:  nor  dne5  D-ivid  now  invile  fiim  tu 
d'et  with  him.  as  lie  did  bi-fon-,  but  only  '^nrgives  him, 
if  he  had  been  at  all  eiiiliy.  ^o^  is  tliis  odd  wa>  of 
mounting  that  Meplnhoslielh  made  use  of  lure,  atid  'i 
^al^.xix.  24,  wliollj  (rre  from  suspicion  of  hypocrisy. 
If  Z'ha  netfleftcd  or  refused  tu  hrini;  Me[)hibo«lieth  i>n 
ass  nf  his  own.  on'whifh  he  mipht  ride  to  Havid.  it  is 
liaid  to  suppose  that  so  great  a  n<an  a^^  he  \Mi>  should 
nol  be  able  to  procure  some  other  beast  for  the  same 
)/urpose. 


ite,  that  great  and  good  man,  and  one  that 
had  made  a  plentiful  provision  for  him  at 
Mahanaim,  and  had  conducted  him  as  far  as 
Jordan,  to  accompany  him  to  Jerusalem.,  for 
he  promised  to  treat  him  in  his  old  age  with 
all  manner  of  respect — to  take  care  of  him, 
and  provide  for  him.  But  Barzillai  was  so 
desirous  to  live  at  home,  that  he  entreated 
him  to  e^^use  him  from  attendance  on  him; 
and  SJiid,  that  bis  age  was  too  great  to  enjoy 
the  pleasures  [of  a  court],  *^ince  he  was  four- 
score years  old,  and  was  therefore  making 
provision  for  his  death  ard  burial ;  so  he  de- 
sired him  to  gratify  h.m  in  this  request,  and 
dismis«  him;  tor  he  had  no  relish  of  his  meat 
or  his  diiiik,  by  reacon  of  his  age;  and  that 
his  ears  were  too  much  shut  up  to  hear  the 
sound  of  pipes,  or  the  meloilv  of  other  musr- 
chI  iiistnniient*!,  such  as  all  those  that  live 
with  kings  delight  in.  When  he  entreated 
for  this  so  earnestly,  the  king  said,  "  I  dis- 
miss thee;  but  thou  shalt  grant  me  thy  son 
Chimham,  and  upon  him  I  will  bestow  all 
sorts  of  good  things."  So  Barzillai  left  his 
son  with  him,  and  worshipped  the  king,  and 
wished  him  a  prosperous  couclusion  of  all  his 
affairs  according  to  bis  own  mind,  and  then 
returned  home:  hut  David  came  to  Gilgal, 
having  about  him  half  the  people  [of  Israel] 
and  the  [whole]  tribe  of  Judab. 

5.  Now  the  principal  men  of  the  country 
came  to  Gilgal  to  him  with  a  great  multitude, 
and  complained  of  the  tribe  of  Judab,  that 
they  had  come  to  him  in  a  private  manner, 
wherens  they  ought  all  conjointly,  and  with 
one  and  the  same  intention,  to  have  given 
him  Ibe  meeting.  But  the  rulers  of  the  tribe 
of  Judah  desired  them  not  to  be  displeased  if 
they  had  been  prevented  by  them:  fur,  said 
they,  '*  We  are  David's  kinsmen,  and  on  that 
account  we  the  rather  took  care  of  him,  and 
loxed  him,  and  so  came  first  to  him;"  yet 
bad  they  not,  by  their  early  coming,  received 
any  gifts  from  him,  which  might  give  them 
who  came  last  any  uneasiness.  When  the 
rulers  of  the  tribe  of  Judah  had  said  this,  the 
rulers  of  the  other  tribe  were  not  quiet,  but 
said  farther,  **  O  brethren,  we  cannot  but 
wonder  at  you  when  jou  call  the  king  your 
kinsman  alone,  whereas  he  that  hath  received 
from  God  the  power  over  all  of  us  in  com- 
mon, ought  to  be  esteemed  a  kinsman  to  us 
all;  for  which  reason  the  whole  people  have 
eleven  parts  in  him,  and  you  but  one  part: f 
we  are  also  elder  than  you;  wherefore  you 
have  not  d<me  justly  in  coming  to  the  king  ir 
this  private  and  concealed  maimer." 

6.  While  these  rulers  were  thus  disputing 

*  I  clearly  prefer  Josephus's  reading  here,  when  it  sup- 
poses eleven  trihes,  including  Berjainili.  lo  be  on  Iheoiie 
siiie,  and  (he  tribe  of  Judah  alone  on  llie  other,  since 
Henjaniin.  in  general,  had  been  still  loiHuler  of  the  houae 
of  Saul,  and  less  firm  to  David  hitherto,  ihjn  any  of  the 
rt'St.  and  «o  rannnt  he  snpcosed  To  be  joined  with  Judah 
A\  this  lime,  to  make  it  d-iuliie.  ^-syciaily  when  the  fnU 
lowine  rebellion  was  headed  by  ■»  llenjamite.  Sec  sect 
ti-  and  '1  Sam.  xx.'J,  4. 
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one  with  another,  a  cjertahi  wicked  man,  wbo 
took  a  pleasure  in  seditious  practices  (his 
name  was  Sbeba,  the  ton  of  Bicliri,  of  ihe 
tribe  of  Benjamin),  stood  up  in  the  midst  ot 
the  multitude,  and  cried  aloud,  and  spake  tLti-^ 
to  tbem: — '*  Vt'e  have  no  part  in  David,  nor 
inheritance  in  the  son  of  Jesse."  And  wbeu 
he  had  used  tbt»5e  words,  he  blew  with  a 
trumpet,  and  declared  war  against  the  king; 
ana  they  all  left  David,  and  followed  him; 
the  tribe  of  Judab  alone  staid  with  him,  and 
settled  him  at  bis  royal  palace  at  Jerusalem. 
But  as  for  his  concubines,  with  whom  Absa- 
lom his  son  bad  accompanied^  truly  lie  re- 
moved them  to  another  house;  and  ordered 
those  that  had  the  care  of  them  to  make  n 
plentiful  provision  for  them;  hut  he  came 
not  near  them  any  more.  He  also  appointed 
Aniasa  for  the  oiptain  of  his  forces,  and  pa\e 
him  the  i-ame  high  office  which  Joab  before  hud; 
and  he  commanded  him  to  gather  together, 
out  of  the  tril>e  of  Jtidah,  as  great  an  army  as 
he  could,  and  come  to  him  within  three  days, 
that  he  might  deliver  to  him  hi-;  entire  army, 
and  might  send  him  to  fight  against  [Sheba] 
the  son  of  Bichri.  Mow  while  Anmsa  was  gone 
out,  and  made  some  delay  in  gathering  the 
army  together,  and  s-o  was  not  yet  returned, 
on  the  third  day  the  king  said  to  Joab, — 
•*  It  is  not  fit  we  should  make  any  delay  in 
this  aOair  of  Sbeba,  lest  be  get  a  numerous 
army  about  biin,  and  be  the  occasion  of  great- 
er mischief  and  hurt  our  affairs  more  than 
did  Absalom  himself;  do  not  thou  therefore 
uait  any  longer,  but  take  such  forces  as  thou 
hast  at  liand,  and  that  [old]  body  of  six  hun- 
dred men  and  thy  brother  Abishai  with  tliee, 
and  pursue  after  our  enemy,  and  endeavour 
to  fight  him  wheresoever  thou  canst  overtake 
him.  Make  baste  to  prevent  him,  lest  he 
seize  upon  some  fenced  cities,  and  cause  us 
great  labour  and  pains  before  we  take  him," 

7*  So  Joab  resolved  to  make  no  delay,  but 
taking  with  him  his  brother,  aiul  those  six 
hundred  men,  and  giving  orders  that  the  rest 
of  the  army  which  was  at  Jerusalem  fehould 
follow  him,  he  marched  with  great  speed 
against  Shcha ;  and  when  he  was  come  to 
Gibeon,  which  is  a  village  forty  furlongs  dis- 
tant from  Jerusalem,  Amasa  brought  a  great 
army  with  him.  and  met  Joab.  Now  Joab 
was  girded  with  a  sword,  and  his  breast-plate 
on;  and  when  Amasa  came  near  him  to  sa- 
lute him,  be  took  particular  care  that  his 
sword  should  fall  out,  as  it  were,  of  its  own 
accord;  so  he  took  it  up  from  the  ground. 
and  while  he  approached  Amasa,  who  was 
then  near  him,  us  though  he  would  kiss  him, 
he  took  hold  of  Amas^i's  beard  with  his  other 
hand,  and  he  smote  hini  in  his  belly  when  be 
did  not  foresee  it,  and  «lcw  him.  This  im- 
pious and  altogetlicr  profinie  iirtion,  Juab  did 
to  a  good  young  man  and  his  kinsman,  and  one 
thut  had  done  him  no  injury,  and  this  out 
oJ  jtuluu5\    il.ai    Lt    v\t'ti...    0U1-.U1    ihf    chief 


(wmmand  of  the  arm;,  and  be  in  equal  digf- 
nity  with  liiniselt  about  the  king;  and  for 
liie  same  c;ius.e  it  v\as  that  he  killed  Abner; 
but  as  to  that  former  wicktd  action,  the  death 
of  bis  biotlier  Asahel.  which  he  seemed  to 
revenge,  aflorded  him  a  decent  pretence,  and 
made  that  crime  a  pardonable  one;  but  in 
this  nnnder  of  Amasa  there  was  no  such 
covering  for  it.  Now  when  Joab  had  killed 
this  general,  he  pursued  after  Sheba,  having 
left  a  man  with  the  dead  body,  who  was  or- 
dered to  proclaim  aloud  to  the  army  that  Ama- 
sa was  justly  slain,  and  deservetily  puiii<>hed. 
"But,"  said  he,  "  if  you  be  for  the  king,  fol- 
low Joai)  his  general,  and  Abishai.  Joab's  bro- 
ther;" but  bec;ui>e  the  body  lay  on  the  road, 
and  all  the  nuihitude  came  running  to  it,  and, 
as  is  usual  with  the  multitude,  stood  wonder- 
ing a  great  while  at  it,  he  that  guarded  it 
removed  it  thence,  and  carried  it  to  a  certain 
place  that  was  very  remote  from  the  road, 
and  there  laid  it,  and  covered  it  with  his  gar- 
ment. When  this  was  done,  all  the  people 
followed  Joab.  Now  as  he  pursued  Sheba 
through  all  the  country  of  Israel,  one  told 
him  that  he  was  in  a  strong  city  called  Abtd- 
beth-maacbah.  Hereupon  Juab  went  thither, 
and  set  about  it  uith  his  army,  and  cast  up  a 
bank  round  it,  and  ordered  bis  soldiers  tu 
undermine  the  walls,  and  to  overthrow  them; 
and  since  the  people  in  the  city  did  not  adn.it 
him,  he  was  greatly  displeased  at  them. 

8.  Now  there  was  a  woman  of  small  ac- 
count, and  yet  both  wise  and  intelligent,  who 
seeing  her  native  city  lying  at  the  last  extre- 
mity, ascended  upon  the  wall,  and,  by  means 
of  the  armed  men,  called  fur  Joab;  and  when 
he  came  to  her,  she  began  to  say,  '*  That  God 
ordained  kings  and  generals  of  armies,  that 
they  might  cut  off  the  enemies  of  the  He- 
brews, and  introduce  a  universal  peace  among 
them;  but  thou  art  endeavouring  to  over- 
throw and  depopulate  a  metropolis  of  the 
Israelites,  which  bath  been  guilty  of  no  of- 
fence." But  he  replied,  •'  God  continue  to 
be  merciful  unto  me:  I  am  disposed  to  avoid 
killing  any  one  of  the  people,  much  less  would 
1  destroy  such  a  city  as  this;  and  if  they  will 
deliver  me  up  Sheba.  the  son  of  Bichri,  wbo 
hath  rebelled  against  the  king,  I  will  leave  off 
the  siege,  and  withdraw  the  army  from  the 
place."  Now  as  soon  as  the  woman  heard 
what  Joab  said,  she  desired  him  to  intermit 
the  siege  for  a  little  while,  for  that  be  should 
have  the  head  of  his  enemy  thrown  out  to 
him  presently.  So  she  went  down  to  the  ci- 
tizens and  said  to  them,  "  Will  you  be  so 
wicked  as  to  perish  miserably,  with  your  chil- 
dren and  wives,  for  the  sake  of  a  vile  fellow, 
and  one  w  h*im  ntihodv  knows  who  he  is? 
And  will  )ou  have  him  for  your  king  instead 
of  David,  who  hath  been  so  great  a  benefactor 
to  yt.u.  and  oppose  \nur  city  rtloiie  to  such  a 
niighty  ai-d  strong  army?"  So  she  prevailed 
with  them,  and  thev  cut  otf  the  head  of  She- 
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ba,  «nd  threw  it  into  JoaV.  army.  When 
this  was  done,  the  kings  general  sounded  a 
retreat,  and  raised  the  siege.  And  when  he 
was  come  to  Jerusalem,  he  «-as  agam  appomt- 
ed  to  be  general  of  all  the  people.  The  king 
al.o  ronstiti.tcd  Benaiah  captain  of  the  guards, 
..nd  of  the  six  hundred  men.  He  also  set 
Adoram  over  the  tribute,  and  Sabathes  and 
Achilaus  over  the  records.  He  made  Sheva 
the  scribe:  and  appointed  Zadok  and  Abia- 
thar  the  high-priests. 
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HOW  THE  HEBREWS  WERE  DELIVERED  EBOM 
A  FAMINE  WHEN  THE  CIBEOMTES  HAD 
CAPSED  PlISISHMEST  TO  BE  INFLICTED  FOR 
THOSE  OF  THEM  THAT  HAD  BEES  SLAIN: 
AS  ALSO,  WHAT  CHEAT  ACTIONS  WERE  PER- 
FORMED AGAINST  THE  PHILISTINES  BY  DA- 
VID, AND  THE  MEN  OF  VALOCR  ABOUT  HIM. 

S  1    After  this,  when  the  country  was  great- 
iv  afflicted   with   a    famine,  David  besought 
God  to  have  mercy  on  the  people,  and  to  dis- 
cover  to  him  what  was  the  cause  of  it,  and 
how  a  remeriv   might  be  found  for  that  dn- 
temper.      And  when  the  prophets  answered, 
that  Cod  would  h^ve  the  Cibconites  avenged, 
whom  Saul  I  he  king  was  so  wicked  as  to  be- 
trav  to  ^lausrhter,  and  had   not  observed  the 
oath  which  Joshua  the  general  and  the  senate 
had  sworn  to  them.      If.  therefore,  said  God, 
the  king  would  permit  such  vengeance  to  be 
taken  for  those  that  were  slain  as  the  Gibeon- 
ites  should  desire,  he  promised  that  he  would 
be  reconciled  to  them,  and  free  the  multitude 
from  their  miseries.      As  soon  therefore  as  the 
king  understood  that   this  it  was  which  God 
wught    he  sent  for  the  Gibeonites,  and  asked 
them    what    it    was  they   would  have;— and 
when  th°v  desired  to  have  seven  sons  ot  Sail 
delivereo  to  them  to  be  punished,  he  delivered 
them  up,  but  spared  Mephil.o-heth  the  son  of 
Jonathan,      ^o  when  the  Giheonites  had  re- 
reived  the  men,  thcv  punished  them  as  the) 
pleased;   upon  which  God  began  to  send  rain, 
and  to  recover  the  earth  to  bring  forth  its  fruua  . 
as    usual,  and  to  free  it  from  the  foregmng  ] 
drought;  so  that  the  country  of  the  Hebrews 
flourished  again.      A  little  afterward  the  king 
ma.ie  war  against  the  Philistines:  and  when 
he  had    joined    battle  with    them,  and    p<'t 
them  to  riight,  he  was  left  alone,  as  he  was  in 
pursuit  of  them:  and  when  he  was  quite  tired 
down,   he    was    seen  by  one  of   the  enemy, 
his  name  was  Achmon.  the  son  of  Araph ;  he 
was  one  of  the  sons  of  the  giants.      He  had  a 
spear,  the  handle  of  which  weighed  three  hun- 
dred shekels,  and  a  breast-plate  ot  chain-work, 
and  a  sword.      He  turned   back,  and  ran  vio- 
lently to  Slav  [David]  their  enemy's  king,  for 
he  wa»  quite  tired  out  with  labour:  but  Abi- 


shai.  Joab-s  brother,  appeared  on  the  sudden, 
and  protected  the  king  with  his  shield,  as  he 
lav  down,  and  slew  the  enemy.  Now  the 
multitude  were  very  uneasy  at  these  dangers 
of  the  kimr,  and  that  he  was  very  near  to  he 
slain:  and  the  rulers  made  him  swear  that  be 
would  no  more  go  out  with  them  to  battle, 
lest  he  should  come  to  some  great  misfortune 
bv  his  counige  and  boldness,  and  thereby  de- 
prive the  people  of  the  benefits  they  now  en- 
oved  bv  his  means,  and  of  those  that  they 
might  hereafter  enjoy  by  his  living  along  time 

among  them.  t.i..v 

2    When  the  king  heard  that  the  Philis- 
tines were  gathered  together  at  the  city  Ga- 
zara,  he  sent  aii  army  against  them,  when  Sib- 
bechai  the  Hittite,  one  of  David's  most  cou- 
rageous men,  behaved  himself  so  as  to  deserve 
great  commendation,  for  he  slew  many  of  those 
that  bragged  thev  were  the  posterity  of  the 
giants,   and    vaunted    themselves    highly    on 
that  account,  and  thereby  was  the  occasion  of 
victorv  to  the  Hebrews.^  After  which  defeat, 
the    Philistines  made  war  again;    and  when 
David  had  sent  an  army  against  them,  Ncphan 
his  kinsman  fought  in  a  single  combat  with 
the  stoutest  of  all  the  Philistines,  and  slew 
him,  and  put  the  rest  to  digbt.     Many  of  them 
also  were  slain  in    the    light.     Now  a  little 
while  after  this,  the  Pliilistiiics  pitched  their 
camp  at  a  cit  v  which  lay  not  far  olf  the  bounds 
of  the  countrv  of  the  Hebrews.     They  had  a 
man  who  was  six  cubits  tall,  and  lad  "n«l 
of  his  feet  and  hands  one  more  toe  and  fin- 
per  than  men  naturally  have.      Now  the  per- 
son who  was  sent  against  them  by  David  out 
of  his  armv  was  Jonathan,  the  son  of  Shimea. 
who  fought  this  man  in  a  single  combat,  and 
sk-w  him;  and  as  he  was  the  person  who  gave 
the  turn  to  the  battle,  he  gained  the  greatest 
reputation  for  cour.ge  therein.       This  man 
also  vaunted  himself  to  be  of  the  sons  of  the 
giants.      But  after  this  fight,  the   PhUistines 
made  war  no  more  against  the  Israelites. 

3  And  now  David  being  freed  from  wars 
and  dangers,  a.id  enjoying  tor  the  future  a 
profound  peace,'  composed  songs  and  hymns 


.  Tl.iJ  stclion  is  a  vfry  rrmarkablt  ont.  •ml  shows 
ihat,  Ml  th?  >').in-on  of  Josrph.is,  KavM  cnmposert  Ihf 
B,...k  of  I'Mlins.  not  al  sfvrral  t.mM  Lrfore.  •»  """ 
presfill  inscriptions  f«K,uentlv  iml'ly.  km  Bcnerally  al 
The  lalleri-nd  of  his  life,  or  alter  his  war,  wer.  ovr,. 
Nor  ,loe,  .losephus.  nor  ihe  authors  of  the  Lnown  boots 
of  The  Old  an.1  Ne"  Tes.amenl,  nor  'h'  Jl""'"'''^! 
C.,o.linilion,.  seem  lo  have  ascrihed  any  of  tbem  to  any 
olhera..ihorlhanlol)av,Jh.m»e^.  See  F^say  on  lie 
iZ  Testament,  pi.ee,  171,  IJi  Of  these  melres  of  the 
Psalms,  see  the  note  on  Anli;.  b  li.  rb.  I»i.  sect,  i 
l?w"v;r.  .e  masl  ob«Tve  here,  that  as  J '"<-pl>>l«/»'5 
Anliq  b.  ii.  eh.  ivi.  wcL  4,  that  .he  son c  at  the  Bed 
*e.  Kjod.  TV  \-n.  »as  composed  by  Moses  in  Ihe 
Aex^meler  l»»e  or  melre:  a,  also,  '»"';<1  ,"■  "'vf '^ 
Till.  seel.  14.  Ihal  Ihe  sone  of  Mo-es.  D.ot  XTIII.  - 
13.  was  an  A.Tomefer  ,-'"'  •■  '"  ''""}"  '"?  *""  J^! 
I'^almt  o/"  Oonil  were  of  ruinous  hnrfs  of  "''".  '"" 
rarticulailv.  Ihnt  they  conlaiocd  (rimelers  and  pesifii. 
Z^:^  -^X-  b.  ii.  ch  xii.  sec.  3;  all  which  implied 
ihat  he  ihoLshl  Ihci^  Hebrew  poems  might  be  best  de. 
srrihHl  lo  Ihe  Greeks  .ind  Romans  nnder  those  names 
and  ehjrscers  «(  rtrr«meler.  rnmelers,  and  RnUa- 
oulert     Now  ll  arpear.  thai  lh«  mstraraer-ts  of  m-sw 
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to  God,  of  several  sorts  of  metre ;  some 
of  Ihoie  which  he  made  were  trimrtcrfi  ai.d 
some  were  pentameters.  He  also  mnde  instru- 
ments of  imisir,  and  taught  the  Le^ites  to 
sing  hymns  to  God,  both  on  that  railed  the 
Sabbath-Day.  and  on  other  festivals.  Now 
the  construction  of  the  instruments  was  thus: 
The  viol  «ns  an  instrument  of  ten  strings, 
it  was  played  upon  with  a  hnw;  the  psaltery 
hnd  twelve  niusiral  rote?,  and  was  played 
upon  by  the  fingers;  the  cyinbdls  were  broad 
and  large  instruments,  and  were  made  of 
brass.  And  so  much  shall  suffice  to  be  spoken 
by  us  about  these  instruments,  that  the  rea- 
ders may  not  be  wholly  unacquainted  with 
their  nature. 

4.  Now  all  the  men  that  were  about  David, 
were  men  of  courage.  Those  that  were 
most  illustrious  and  famous  of  them  for  their 
actions  were  thirty-eieht;  of  five  of  whom  1 
will  only  relate  the  performances,  for  these 
will  suffice  to  make  maniftst  the  virtues  of 
tlie  others  also;  for  these  were  powerful 
enough  to  subdue  count rie:;,  and  conquer 
great  nations.  First,  therefore,  was  Jessai, 
the  son  of  Achimaas,  who  frequently  leaped 
upon  the  troops  of  the  enemy,  and  did 
not  leave  otf  fighting  till  be  overthrew  nine 
hundred  of  them.  After  him  was  Eleazar, 
the  son  of  Dodo,  who  was  with  the  king  at 
Arasam.  This  man,  when  once  the  Israelites 
were  under  a  consternation  at  the  multitude 
of  the  Philistines,  and  were  running  away, 
stood  alone,  ajid  fell  upon  the  enemy,  and 
slew  many  of  them,  till  his  sword  clung  to 
bis  hand  by  the  blood  he  had  shed,  and  till 
the  Israelites,  seeing  the  Philistines  retire  by 
his  means,  came  down  from  the  mountains 
and  pursued  them,  and  at  that  time  won  a 
surprising  and  a  fiimous  victory,  uhile  Eleazar 
slew  the  men.  and  the  multitude  followed 
and  spoiled  their  dead  bodies.  The  third  was 
Sbeba,  the  son  of  Ilus.  Now  this  man, 
when,  in  the  wars  against  the  Philistines,  they 


tbal  w#rp  orii^inalW  used,  hy  the  command  of  ktnp  David 
and    Sakinion,   and    were    carrird    to    Bah>lon    at    the 

Citptiritv  ot  (lie  two  tribfs.  wer^  brought  hack  after  that 
Ciipdvily:  aa  alsu,  that  ihe  v^ingerf)  and  musiciiins.  nhu 
«tit>liveil  Ihat  capliTits,  came  hack  with  those  instru- 
Dient»,  I»ra  ii.  41;  viL  24;  Neh.  vii  44^  Antiq.  b.  xi. 
ch  lu  fccct.  8;  and  cli.  iv  sfct.  'J;  and  that  this  mu.sic 
and  ihrw  inMruments  at  the  femplf.  cmild  not  but  be 
wril  kiutwo  to  Jou-phiis  »  firicKt  belongini:  (o  that  teoi- 
I.le;  wlio  accoriliiiply  cives  us  a  shurt  description  of 
thref  of  th*-  iiistrument>,  Anliq.  b.  vii.  ch.  xii.  RecL  3; 
and  ^i\es  us  a  distinrt  atxount,  iImI  such  psalms  and 
hymns  were  sung  in  hin  davs  nt  that  tt-mple.  Antiq.  b. 
XX.  cb.  IX.  sect  6;  so  that  JoM-phun'^i  aiuhunl>  is  beyuod 
rxcetitit'n  in  these  matttrs.  Nor  cart  any  h>p>ithrsis  of 
the  modt-nis  that  dues  not  at^rt-e  with  .lose^hus's  cha- 
racters, be  justly  Ritpposed  the  true  metre  of  the  aocient 
Hehiews;  nor  indeed  is  ttitre,  1  tliink..  any  other  oiigi- 
nal  :ii)lh(irity  now  extan!.  hereto  rrlaiuit;.  to  he  opposed 
tu  l\xeie  testimonies  betnie  os.  That  the  ani*ient  music 
of  the  llelirews  wus  ver>  o^mplett.-  al'^u.  am)  had  in  it 
greut  variety  of  tunes,  isevidi-nt  bv  ih--  numlier  of  their 
musical  instruments,  and  hy  the  tf^ttmntiy  o(  another 
most  rinlhentic  witnesSs  Jesus.  t)ie  sou  ul  Sirat^h.  Lccliift. 
L  ISj  wtin  «i\s  lliat.at  the  temple,  in  his  d.yn.  "'Ihe 
til  rs  sane  praises  w-th  their  Vnire;  wiDi  i;re;il  variety 
fit  MHjndi  WaJ  Ibere  made  sweel  melody.  " 


pitched  their  camp  at  a  place  called  Lebi,' 
and  when  the  Hebrev\s  were  again  afraid 
of  their  army,  and  did  not  stay,  he  stood  still 
alone,  as  an  army  and  a  body  of  men;  ajid 
some  of  them  he  overthrew,  and  some  who 
were  not  able  to  abide  his  strength  and  force, 
he  pursued.  These  are  the  works  of  the 
hands,  and  of  fighting,  which  these  three  per- 
formed. Kow  at  the  time  when  the  kin;; 
was  once  at  Jerusalem,  and  the  armv  of  the 
Philistines  came  upon  him  to  fight  him.  Da- 
vid went  up  to  the  top  of  the  citadel,  as  we 
have  alreadv  said,  to  enquire  of  God  concern- 
ing the  battle,  while  the  enemy's  camp  lay  in 
the  valley  that  extends  to  the  city  Bethlehem, 
which  is  twenty  furlongs  distant  from  Jeru- 
salem. Now  David  said  to  his  companions, 
— '*  We  have  excellent  water  in  my  own  city, 
esftecially  that  which  is  in  the  pit  near  the 
gate,"  wondering  if  any  one  would  bring  him 
some  of  it  to  drink ;  but  he  said  that  he  would 
rather  have  it  than  a  great  deal  of  money. 
When  these  three  men  heard  what  he  said,  thcv 
ran  away  immediately,  and  burst  throuiirh  the 
midst  of  theirenemy's  camp,  and  came  to  Beth- 
lehem; and  when  tbey  had  drawn  the  water, 
they  returned  again  through  the  enemy's  camp 
to  the  king,  insomuch  that  the  Philistines  were 
so  surprised  at  their  boldness  and  alacrity,  that 
they  were  quiet,  and  did  nothing  against  them, 
as  if  they  despised  their  small  number.  But 
when  the  water  was  brought  to  the  king,  he 
would  not  drink  it,  saving,  that  it  was  brought 
hy  the  danger  and  the  blood  of  men,  and  that 
it  was  not  proper  on  that  account  to  drink  it. 
Hut  he  poured  it  out  to  God,  and  gave  him 
thanks  for  the  salvation  of  the  men.  Next  to 
these  was  Abishai,  Joab's  brother;  for  be  ia 
one  day  slew  s-ix  hundred.  The  tifth  of  these 
was  Ueiiaiab,  by  lineage  a  priest;  for  being 
challenged  by  [two]  eminent  men  in  the  coun- 
try of  Moab,  he  overcame  them  by  his  valour. 
Moreover,  there  was  a  man,  by  nation  an 
Egyptian,  who  was  of  a  vast  bulk,  and  chal- 
lenged him,  yet  did  he,  when  he  was  unarmed, 
kill  him  with  his  own  spear,  which  he  threw 
at  him,  for  he  caught  him  by  force,  and  took 
away  bis  weapons  while  he  was  alive  and  fight- 
ing, and  slew  him  with  his  own  weapons. 
One  may  also  add  this  to  the  forementioiied 
actions  of  the  same  man,  either  as  the  princi- 
!  pal  of  them  in  alacrity,  or  as  resembling  the 
[  rest*  When  God  sent  a  snow,  there  was  a 
;  lion  who  slipped  and  fell  into  a  certain  pit, 
'  aiid  because  the  pit's  mouth  was  narrow,  it 
was  evident  he  would  perish,  being  enclosed 
with  the  snow;  so  when  he  saw  no  way  to 
get  out  and  save  himself,  he  roared.  When 
Benaiah  beard  the  wild  beast,  he  went  to- 
wards him.  and  coming  at  the  noi^e  he  made, 
he  went  down  into  the  mouth  of  the  pit,  anti 
smote  hitn,  as  he  struggle^!,  with  a  slake  thfit 
lay  there,  and  immediately  slew  him.  The 
other  thirty-three  were  hke  tbe«e  in  raluuT 
also.  . „  ,„ 
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CHAPTER  XHL 

THAT  WHEN  DAVID  HAD  NCMBEBED  THE 
TKOVLE,  THEY  WERE  PUNISHED;  AND  HOW 
THE  DIVINE  COMPASSION  KESTttAINED 
THAT  PUNISHMENT. 

§  I.  Now  king  David  was  desirous  to  know 
hnw  mnny  ten  thousands  there  were  of  the 
people,  but  forgot  the  commands  of  Moses,' 
Avho  tohi  thera  beforehand,  that  if  the  multi- 
tude were  numbered,  they  should  pay  half  a 
shekel  to  God  for  every  head.  Accordingly, 
the  king  commanded  Joab,  the  captain  of  his 
host,  to  go  and  number  the  whole  multitude ; 
but  when  he  said  there  was  no  necessity  for 
sui'h  a  numeration,  he  was  not  persuaded  [to 
countermand  it],  but  he  enjoined  him  to  make 
no  delay,  but  to  go  about  the  numbering  of 
the  Hebrews  immediately.  So  Joab  took  ivith 
hi  in  the  heads  of  the  tribes,  and  the  scribes, 
and  went  over  the  country  of  the  IsraeUtes, 
and  took  notice  how  numerous  the  multitude 
were,  and  returned  to  Jerusalem  to  the  king, 
after  nine  months  and  twenty  days ;  and  he 
gave  in  to  the  king  the  number  of  the  people, 
without  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  for  he  had  not 
yet  numbered  that  tribe,  no  more  than  the 
tribe  of  Levi,  for  the  king  repented  of  his  hav- 
ing sinned  against  God.  Now  the  number 
of  the  rest  of  the  IsraeUtes  was  nine  hundred 
thousand  men,  who  were  able  to  bear  arms 
and  go  to  war;  but  the  tribe  of  Judah,  by 
itself,  was  four  hundred  thousand  men. 

2.  Now  when  the  prophets  had  signified  to 

•  The  words  of  God  by  Moses  (I-'xod.  xxx.  li},  sufli- 
cienlly  justify  the  reason  here  Riven  hy  Josephus  lor  the 
Creat  plague  mentioned  io  this  chapter:  —  "When  thou 
taiiest  the  sum  of  the  children  of  Israel,  after  their  num- 
ber, then  shall  they  ^vc  every  man  a  ransora  for  his 
soul  unto  the  Lord,  when  thou  numberest  them,  tliat 
thire  be  no  plague  amimgst  them  when  thou  numberest 
them,"  Nor  indeed  could  David's  or  the  Sanhedrim's 
netilect  at  executing  this  law  at  this  numeration,  exrtise 
!h?  jienple,  who  ought  still  to  have  brotiglit  their  hoiinden 
oblation  of  half  a  shekel  a- piece  with  them,  when  they 
came  ta  be  numbered.  The  great  reason  why  nations 
are  BO  constantly  punished  hy  and  with  their  wicked 
kings  and  governors  is  this,  that  they  almost  con- 
statitli' comply  with  thera  in  their  neglect  of.  or  disobe- 
dience to.  the  divine  laws,  and  suffer  those  divine  laws 
to  go  into  disuse  or  contempt,  in  order  to  please  those 
wiclied  kings  and  governors;  and  that  they  submit  to 
severul  wicked  political  laws  and  commands  of  those 
kings  and  governors,  instead  of  the  righteous  laws  of 
God.  which  all  mankind  ought  ever  to  obey,  let  their 
kings  and  governors  say  what  they  please  to  tile  con- 
trary; this  preference  of  human  before  divine  laws  seem- 
ing to  me  the  principal  character  of  idolatrous  or  anti- 
christian  nations.  Accordingly.  Josephus  well  observes 
(Antiq.  b  iv.  cb  viii.  sect.  I"),  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  people  of  Israel  to  take  care  that  their  kings,  when 
they  should  have  them,  did  not  exceed  their  proper 
limits  of  power,  and  prove  uni;ovemable  by  the  laws  of 
(imi.  wtiich  would  cirt.iinly  be  a  most  pernicious  thing 
to  their  divine  settlement.  Nor  do  I  think  that  neglt. 
g-nce  peculiar  to  the  Jews:  those  nations  wliich  are 
c.ille<I  Cltnutiaiis  are  sometimes  indeed  very  snlintons 
to  restrain  their  kings  and  covernors  from  brea:.ing  the 
horn.iii  laws  of  their  several  kingdoms,  but  without  the 
like  e^re  (or  resiraining  lileni  from  breaking  the  laws 
of  <:..!.  •■  \V')i-ther  it  he  right  in  the  s!::lit  of  find,  to 
Itt-arken  unto  ntrn  more  lh-*n  to'iod. judge  ye,"'  Acts  v. 
Uf;  **  We  ought  to  obey  God  rtther  than  men."  v.  2il. 


David  that  God  was  angry  at  him,  he  began 
to  entreat  him,  and  to  desire  he  would  be 
merciful  to  him,  and  forgive  him  his  sia. 
But  God  sent  Nathan  the  prophet  to  him,  to 
propose  to  him  the  election  of  three  things, 
that  he  might  choose  which  be  liked  best: 
Whether  he  would  have  a  famine  come  upon 
the  country  for  seven  years,  or  would  have  a 
war,  and  be  subdued  three  months  by  his 
enemies?  or,  whether  God  should  send  a  pes- 
tilence and  a  distemper  upon  the  Hebrews  for 
three  days?  But  as  he  was  fallen  to  a  fatal 
choice  of  great  miseries,  he  was  in  trouble, 
and  sorely  confounded;  and  when  the  pro- 
phet had  said  that  he  must  of  necessity  make 
his  choice,  and  had  ordered  him  to  answer 
quickly,  that  he  might  declare  what  he  had 
chosen  to  God,  the  king  reasoned  with  him- 
self, that  in  case  he  should  ask  for  famine,  he 
would  appear  to  do  it  for  others,  and  mthout 
danger  to  himself,  since  he  had  a  great  deal 
of  corn  hoarded  up,  but  to  the  harm  of  others; 
that  in  case  he  should  clioose  to  be  overcome 
[by  his  enemies]  for  three  months,  he  would 
appear  to  have  chosen  war,  because  he  had  va- 
liant men  about  him,  and  strong  holds,  and  that 
therefore  he  feared  nothing  therefrom:  so  he 
chose  that  affliction  which  is  common  to  kings 
and  to  their  subjects,  and  in  which  the  fear  was 
equal  on  all  sides;  and  said  this  beforehaiul, 
that  it  was  much  better  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  God  than  into  those  of  his  enemies. 

3.  When  the  prophet  had  heard  this,  he  de- 
clared it  to  God ;  who  thereupon  sent  a  pes- 
tilence and  a  mortality  upon  the  Hebrews; 
nor  did  they  die  after  one  and  the  same  man- 
ner, nor  so  that  it  was  ea.sy  to  know  what  the 
distemper  was.  Now,  the  miserable  disease 
was  one  in  deed,  but  it  carried  them  off  by  ten 
thousand  causes  and  occasions,  which  those 
that  were  atBicted  could  not  understand;  for 
one  died  upon  the  neck  of  another,  and  the 
terrible  malady  seized  them  before  they  were 
aware,  and  brought  them  to  their  end  sutldenly, 
some  giving  up  the  ghost  immediately  with 
very  great  pains  and  bitter  grief;  and  some 
were  worn  away  by  their  distetnpers,  and  had 
nothing  remaining  to  be  buried,  but  as  soon 
as  ever  they  fell,  were  entirely  macerated; 
some  were  choked,  and  greatly  lamented  their 
case,  as  being  aUo  stricken  with  a  sudden 
darkness ;  some  there  were  who,  as  they  were 
burying  a  relation,  fell  down  dead,t  without 
.linishing  the  rites  of  the  funeral.  Now  there 
perished  of  this  disease,  which  began  with  the 
morning,  and  listed  till  the  hour  of  dinner, 
seventy  thousand.  Nay,  the  angel  stretched 
out  his  hand  over  Jerusalem,  as  sending  this 
terrible  juil;;ment  upon  it;  but  David  had 
put  on  sackcloth,  and  lay  upon  the  ground,  en- 


+  Whence  Josephus  took  these  his  distinct  and  me- 
lancholy accr»ints  of  the  particular  symptoms,  and  most 
miserable  raetbolsof  dying,  in  this  terrible  pestilence, 
we  cannot  now  tell,  our  other  <:opie9  allording  lis  n» 
such  accounts. 
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treating  God,  and  begging  that  the  distemper 
might  now  cease,  ami  that  he  would  be  satis- 
fied mlh  those  that  had  already  perished;  and 
when  the  king  looked  up  into  the  air,  and  saw 
the  angel  carried  along  thereby  into  Jerusalem, 
with  his  sword  drawn,  he  said  to  God,  that  he 
might  justly  be  punished,  who  was  their  shep- 
herd ;  but  that  the  sheep  ought  to  be  preserved, 
as  not  having  sinned  at  all;  and  he  implored 
God  that  he  would  send  his  wrath  upon  him, 
and  upon  all  his  iamily,  but  spare  the  people. 
4.  AVhen  God  heard  his  supplication,  he 
caused  the  pestilence  to  cease;  and  sent  Gad 
the  prophet  to  him,  and  commanded  him  to 
go  up  immediately  to  the  thrashing-floor  of 
Araunah  the  Jobusite,  and  build  an  altar  there 
to  God,  and  offer  sacritices.  When  David 
heard  that,  he  did  not  neglect  bis  duty,  but 
made  haste  to  the  place  appointed  him.  Now 
Araunah  was  thrashing  wheat;  and  when  he 
saw  the  king  and  all  his  servants  coming  to 
him,  he  ran  before,  and  came  to  him,  and 
worshipped  him:  he  ivas  by  his  lineage  a  Jebu- 
site,  but  a  particular  friend  of  David's;  and  ibr 
that  cause  it  w;is  that,  when  he  overthrew  the 
city,  he  did  him  no  harm,  as  we  informed  the 
reader  a  little  before.  Now  Aratmah  inquired, 
wherefore  is  my  lord  come  to  his  servant  y 
He  answered,  to  buy  of  him  the  thrashing- 
floor,  that  he  might  therein  build  an  altar  to 
God,  and  offer  a  saerilice.  He  repbed,  that 
he  freely  gave  him  both  the  thrashing-Hoor. 
and  the  ploughs  and  the  oxen  for  a  burnt- 
offering;  and  he  besought  God  graciously  to 
accept  hii  sacrifice.  ]3ut  the  king  made  an- 
swer, that  he  took  his  generosity  and  magnani- 
mity kindly,  and  accepted  his  good-will;  but 
he  desired  him  to  take  the  price  of  them  all, 
for  that  it  v/as  not  just  to  offer  a  sacjiiiee  that 
cost  nothing.  And  when  Araunah  saifl  he 
would  do  as  he  pleaded,  he  bought  the  thrash- 
ing-fioor  of  him  for  fifty  shekels;  and  when 
he  had  built  an  altar,  be  performed  divine 
service,  and  brought  a  burnt-offeruig,  and 
offered  peace-otiei  ings  also.  With  these  God 
was  padticd,  aiul  became  gracious  to  them 
again.  Now  it  happened  that  Abraham  *  came 
and  offered  his  son  Isaac  for  a  burnt-offering 
ot  that  very  place;  and  when  the  youth  was 
ready  to  have  bis  throat  cut,  a  ram  appeared 
on  a  sudden,  standing  by  the  altar,  which 
Abraham  sacrificed  in  the  stead  of  his  son,  as 
we  have  before  related.  Now  when  king 
David  saw  that  God  had  heard  his  prayer,  an(L 
had  graciously  accepted  of  his  saerilice,  he  re- 
solveid  to  call  that  entire  place  The  Altar  of  all 
the  Peoplt,  and  to  build  a  temple  to  God  tiiere ; 
which  words  he  uttered  very  appositely  to 
what  was  to  be  done  afterward;  for  God  sent 

•  Wbat  Jo5«pt)US  adds  here  is  very  remarkable,  tliat 
this  mount  .^fonali  was  cot  only  the  veij  plact-  uhi-re 
Abraham  olfered  up  Isaac  loug  ai^o,  but  that  (jud  liii  i 
foretold  to  David  by  a  prt>pliel,  that  here  his  son  sliouM 
buiid  him  a  temple;  which  is  not  direj:t  y  in  any  of  uur 
other  copies,  though  very  agreeable  to  what  is  in  them, 
particularly  in  1  Chrora.  Xli.  20,  2b;  aiid  xxii.  1;  to 
which  plares  1  refer  the  reader. 


the  prophet  to  him.  and  told  him  that  there 
should  his  son  build  him  an  altar,  —  that  son 
who  was  to  take  the  kingdom  after  him. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

THAT  DAVID  MADE  GREAT  PREPARATIONS  FOR 
THE  HOUSE  or  GOD;  AND  THAT  UPON 
ADOMJAh's  ATTEMPT  TO  GAIN  THE  KING< 
DOM,  HE  APPOINTED  SOLOMON  TO  REIGN. 

§  1.  After  the  delivery  of  this  prophecy,  the 
king  commanded  the  stningers  to  be  numbered, 
and  they  were  found  to  ije  one  hundred  and 
eighty  thousand;  of  these  he  appointed  four- 
score thousand  to  be  hewers  of  stone,  and  the 
rest  of  the  intdtitude  to  carry  the  stones,  and  of 
them  he  set  over  the  workmen  three  thousand 
and  five  hundred.      He  also  prepared  a  great 
ipianlity  of  iron  and  brass  for  the  work,  with 
I  many  vand  those  exceeding  large)  cedar-trees, 
I  the  T\ rians  and   Sidoiuans  seiithng  them   to 
I  him,  for  he  had  sent  to  them  for  a  supply  of 
those  trees;  and  be  told  his  friends  that  these 
I  things  were  now  preiuired,  that  he  might  leave 
t  materials  ready  tor  the  building  of  the  temple 
to  his  son,  who  was  to  reign  after  him,  and 
that  he  might  not  have  them  to  seek  then,  when 
he  was  very  young,  and,  by  reason  of  his  age, 
unskilfidin  such  matters,  but  might  have  them 
lying  by  him,  and  so  might  the  more  readily 
complete  the  work, 

•2.  So  Da«d  called  his  son  Solomon,  and 
charged  him,  when  he  had  received  the  king- 
dom, to  buJd  a  temple  to  God;  and  said,  "  I 
was  wilUng  to  build  God  a  temple  myself,  but 
he  prohibited  me,  because  I  was  polluted  with 
blood  and  wars;  but  he  hath  foretold  that 
8oloinon,  my  youngest  son,  should  build  him 
a  temple,  and  should  be  called  by  that  name; 
over  whom  he  hath  promised  to  take  the  like 
care  as  a  father  takes  over  his  son;  and  that  he 
\votild  make  the  country  of  the  Hebrews  happy 
under  him,  and  that  not  only  in  other  respects, 
but  t)y  giving  it  peace,  and  freedom  from  wars, 
and  from  internal  seditions,  which  are  the 
greatest  of  all  tjlessings.  Since,  therefore," 
says  he,  "  thou  wast  ordained  king  by  God 
himself  before  thou  wast  born,  endeavour  to 
render  thyself  worthy  of  this  his  providence, 
as  in  other  instances,  so  particularly  in  being 
religious,  and  righteous,  and  courageous. 
Keep  thou  also  his  commands,  and  his  laws, 
which  he  hath  given  us  by  Moses,  and  do  not 
permit  others  to  break  them.  He  zealous  also 
to  (leiiicate  to  God  a  temple,  which  he  hath 
chosen  to  be  built  under  thy  reign ;  nor  be 
thou  affrighted  by  the  vastness  of  the  work, 
nor  set  about  it  timorously,  for  I  will  make  all 
things  ready  before  I  die:  and  take  notice, 
that  there  are  already  ten  thousand  talents  of 
gold,  and  a  hundred  thousand  talents  of  silver,t 

+  Of  the  quantity  of  gold  and  silver  expended  in  tb« 
hiitldtiig  of  >t>Iunion's  temple,  and  whence  it  arOH,  Ml 
the  descripUuo  of  the  temple,  chap.  xiii.  '  "  -    *-.§ 
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collected  together.     I  have  also  laid  together 
brass  ami  iron  »-ithout  number,  and  an  im- 
mense qiiantitv  of  timber,  and  of  stones.  More- 
over, thou   hiUt  many   ten    thousand    stone- 
■cutters,  and  carpenters;  and  if  thou  shalt  want 
Crtnv  thing  farther,  do  thou  add  somewhat  of 
thine  own.    Wherefore,  if  thou  perfurmest  tlus 
work,  thou  wilt  be  acceptable  to  Uod,and  have 
bim  forthv  patron."  Uavid  aUo farther  exliort- 
ed  the  nd'ers  of  the  [leople  to  as^i.^t  his  son  in 
tKis  building,  and  to  attend  to  the  divine  ser- 
vice   when  they  should  be  free  from  all  then- 
misfortunes  for  that  they  by  this  means  should 
eijiov.  instead  of  them,  peace  and  a   happy 
oeMlem-nt;  with  which  blessings  God  rewards 
such  men  as  are  religious  and  righteous.      He 
also  gave  orders,  that  when  the  temple  shoulQ 
be  once  built,  they  should  put  the  ark  therein, 
with  the  holv  vessels;  and  he  assured  them, 
tliat  thev  ought  to  have  had  a  temple  long  ago, 
if   their'  fathers    had    not   been   negligent  ot 
Gods  commands,  who  had  given  it  in  charge, 
that  when  thev  had  got  the  possession  of  this 
land  thev  should  build  him  a  temphj.      Ihus 
did  Uavid  discourse  to  the  governors,  and  to 

his  son.  ,,11 

3.   David  was  now  in  years,  and  his  body, 
by  length  of  time,  was  become  col.l  Mild  be- 
numbed, insomuch  that  he  could  get  no  heat 
bv  covering  himself  with  n:iUiy  clothes;   and 
when  the  phvsicians  came  together,  theyagreed 
to  this  advice,  that  a  beautiful  virgin,  chosen 
«Out  of  the  whole  country,  should  sleep  by  the 
.king's  side,  and  that  this  damsel  would  com-  , 
'  niunicate  heat  to  him,  and  be  a  remedy  against  1 
his  numbness.      Now  there  was  lound  in  the 
city  one  woman,  of  a  superior  beauty  to  all 
Other  women  (her  name  was  .Vbislmg),  who, 
sleeping  with  the  king,  did  no  more  than  com- 
municate warmth  to  him,  for  he  was  so  olil 
that  he  could  not  know   her   as  a  husband 
knows  his  >vife;  but  of  this  woman  we  shall 
speak  more  presently. 

4     Now  the   fourth   son   of   David  was  a 
beautiful  voung  man,  and  tall,  born  to  hiin  of 
Haggitli  his  wife.      lie  was  named  Adonijah, 
ami  was  in  his  disposition  like  to  Absalom; 
and   exalted   himself  as   hoping  to   he   king, 
and  told  his  friends  that  he  ought  to  take  the 
government    upon    him.       lie   also    prepared 
niiiiy  chariots,  and  horses,  and  tifty  men  to 
-run 'before  him.      When  his  talher  saw  this, 
.he  did  n<it  reprove  him,  nor  restrain  him  trom 
his  purpose,  nor  did  he  go  so  far  as  to  a.sk 
wherefore  he  did  so.      Now  ,\donijah  had  tor 
his  assistants  Joab,  the  captain  of  the  army, 
and   Abiathar  the  high-priest;    and  the  only 
persons  that  opposed  him  were  Zadok  the  high- 
priest,  and  the  prophet  Nathan,  and  Benaiah, 
who  was  captain  of  the  guards,  and   Shimei, 
David's  friend,  with  all  the  other  most  mighty 
men.     Now  Adonijah  had  p.epa.  ?d  a  supper 
out  of  the  citv,  near  the  fmmtain  that  was  m 
the  kind's  paradise,  and    had  invited  all  his 
brethren  except  Solomon,  and  had  taken  wth 
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him  Joab,  the  captain  of  tlie  army,  and  Abia- 
thar, and  the  rulers  of  the  tribe  of  Judah; 
but  had  not  invited  to  this  feast  either  Zadok 
the   high-priest,   or    Nathan   the   prophet,  or 
Benaiah  the  captain  of  the  guards,  nor  any  of 
those  of  the  contrary  party.     This  matter  was 
told  bv  Nathan  the  prophet  to  Uathsheba,  b>o. 
lomon''s  mother,  that  Adonijali  was  king,  and 
that  David  knew  nothing  of  it;  and  he  advised 
her   to  save   hcrseU    and  her    son    Solomon, 
and  to  go  by  herself  to   David,  and  say  to 
hiin,  that  he  had  indeed  sworn  that  Solomon 
should  reign  after  him:  but  that,  in  the  mean 
time.  Adoniiah  had  already  taken  the  king- 
dom.    He  said  that  be.  the  prophet  himsell, 
would  come    after    her,  and  whei-    she   bed 
spoken  thus  to  the  king,  would  coiifau!  wimt 
she  had  said.      Accor.Ungly  Ualhslcba  agreed 
witn   Nathan,  ami  went  in  to  the  kuig,  and 
worshipped  liini;    and  when  she  had  desired 
leave  to  speak  with  him,  she  told  hvui  all  things 
in  the  manner  that  Nathan  had  suggested  to 
her;  and  related  what  a  supper  Adonvah  bud 
made,  and  who  they  were  whom  he  had  iiivi- 
'ted;    Abiathar  the  high-priest,  and  Joab  »^e 
general,   and    Darid's    sons,   excepting    Solo- 
mon and  his  intimate  friends.     She  also  said. 
that  all  the  people  had  their  eyes  upon  Uim. 
to  know  whom  he  would  choose  for  their  King. 
She  desired  him  also  to  consider,  bow,  "Iter 
his    de|.arture,    Adonijah,    if  he   were    king, 
would  slay  her  and  her  son  Solomon. 

j    Now,  as  Uathsheba  was  speaking,  the 
keeper  of  the  king's  chambers  told  him  that 
1  Nathan    desired    to  see  him;    and  when  the 
I  king  had  commanded  that  he  should  be  ad- 
mitted, he  (^ame  in,  and  asked  him  whether 
he  had  ordained  Adonijah  to  be  king,  and  dc- 
hvered  the  government  to  him,  or  not;    for 
that  he  had  made  a  splendid  supper  and  invi- 
ted all  his  sons,  except  Solomon;  as  a.so  that 
he  had  invited  Joab,  the  capt.iin  ol  his  host 
[and  Abiathar  the  high-i.riest],  who  are  feast- 
ing with  applauses,  and  many  joyful  sounus 
uf   instruments,  and  wish  that  his    kingdom 
may  last  for  ever;    but  he  hath  not  invited 
me,  nor  Zadok  the  high-priest,  nor  Hemuah 
the  captain  of  the  guards;   and  it  is  but  fit 
that  all  should  know  whether  this  be  done  by 
thy  approbation  or  not.      When  Nathan  had 
said    thus,   the    king    commanded    that    they 
should  call  Uathsheba  to  him,  for  s'ne  had  gone 
out  of  the  room  when  the  prophet  came;  and 
when  Bathsheha  was  come,   David  saia,   "  I 
swear  by  Almighty  God,  that  thy  son  Solo- 
mon shall   certainly  he    king,  as  I   formerly 
swore,  and  that  he  shall  sit  upon  iny  throne, 
and  that  this  very  day  also."  So  Bathsneha  wor- 
shipped him,  and  wished  him  a  long  hie;  and 
the  king  sent  for  Zailok  the  high-priest,  and 
Benaiah  the  captain  of  the  guards;  and  when 
they  were  come,  he  ordered  them  to  take  with 
I  them  Nathan  the  prnpht-t,  and  all  the  armed 
men  aVioul  the  palace,  ali'l  to  set  his  son  SoK.- 
I  mon  upo-i  the  king's  mule   and  to  carry  bim 
() 
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out  of  the  city  to  the  fountain  called  Gihon, 
und  to  anoint  him  there  with  the  holy  oil,  and 
to  make  him  king.  This  he  charged  Zadok 
the  higb-priest,  and  Nathan  the  prophet,  to 
do ;  and  commanded  them  to  follow  Solomon 
through  the  midst  of  the  city,  and  to  sound 
the  trumpets,  and  to  vnsh  aloud  that  Solomon 
the  king  may  sit  upon  the  royal  throne  for 
ever,  that  so  all  the  people  may  knovi-  that  he 
is  ordained  king  by  his  father.  He  also  gave 
Solomon  a  charge  concerning  his  povemment, 
to  rule  the  whole  nation  of  the  Hebrews,  and 
particularly  the  tribe  of  Judah,  religiously  and 
righteously.  And  when  Benaiuh  had  prayed 
to  God  to  be  favourable  to  Solomon, — with- 
out any  delay,  they  set  Solomon  upon  the 
mule,  and  brought  him  out  of  the  city  to  the 
fountain,  and  anointed  him  with  oil,  and 
brought  him  into  the  city  again,  with  accla- 
mations and  wishes  that  bis  kingdom  might 
continue  a  long  time ;  and  when  they  had  in- 
troduced him  into  the  king's  bouse,  they  set 
him  upon  the  throne  ; — whereupon  all  the 
people  betook  themselves  to  make  merry,  and 
to  celebrate  a  festival,  dancing  and  delighting 
themselves  with  musical  pipes,  till  both  the 
earth  and  the  air  echoed  with  the  multitude 
of  the  instruments  of  music 

6.  Now  when  Adonijab  and  bis  guests  per- 
ceived this  noise,  they  were  in  disorder;  and 
Joab  the  captain  of  the  host  said  he  was  not 
pleased  with  these  echoes,  and  the  sound  of 
those  trumpets.  And  when  supper  was  set 
before  them,  nobody  tasted  of  it,  but  they  were 
all  very  thoughtful  what  could  be  the  matter. 
Then  Jonathan,  the  son  of  Abiathar  the  high- 
priest,  c^ime  running  to  them ;  and  when 
Adonijah  saw  the  young  man  gladly,  and  said 
to  him  that  he  was  a  good  messenger,  he  de- 
ctarc'd  to  them  the  whole  matter  about  Solo- 
men,  and  the  determination  of  king  David; 
hereupon  both  Adonijah  and  all  his  guests  rose 
hastily  from  the  feast  and  every  one  Sed  to 
their  own  homes.  Adonijah  also,  as  afraid 
of  the  king  for  what  he  had  done,  became  a 
supplicant  to  God,  and  took  hold  of  the  horns 
of  the  altar,  which  were  prominent.  It  was 
also  told  Solomon  that  he  had  so  done;  and 
that  he  desired  to  rective  assurances  from  bin) 
that  he  uould  not  remember  the  injury  he  had 
done,  and  not  inflict  any  severe  punishment 
for  it.  Solomon  answered  very  mildly  and 
prudently,  that  he  for^'ave  him  this  his  of- 
fence ,  but  said  withal,  that  if  he  were  found 
out  in  any  attempt  for  new  innovations,  that 
be  would  be  the  author  of  bis  own  punish- 
ment. So  he  sent  to  him.  and  raised  him  up 
from  the  place  of  his  supplication.  And  when 
lie  was  come  to  the  kin;:,  and  hud  worshipped 
him,  the  king  bid  him  go  away  to  his  own 
bouse,  and  have  no  suspicion  of  any  harm ; 
and  desired  him  to  show  himself  a  worthy 
man,  as  what  would  tend  to  his  own  advan- 
tage. 

7.  But  DaWd  being  desirous  of  ordaining 


his  son  king  of  all  the  people,  called  together 
their  rulers  to  Jerusalem,  with  the  priests  and 
the  Levites  ;  and  taving  first  nuuibered  the 
Levites,  he  found  them  to  be  thirt\-eight  thou- 
sand, from  thirty  )ears  old  to  titty  ;  out  of 
which  he  appointed  twenty-three  thousand  to 
take  care  of  the  building  of  the  temple,  and 
out  of  the  same  six  thousand  to  be  judges  iff 
the  people  and  scribes ;  four  thousand  fur 
porters  to  the  bouse  of  God,  and  as  many  tor 
singers,  to  sing  to  the  instruments  which  I,)a- 
vid  bad  prepared,  as  we  have  said  already. 
He  divided  them  also  into  courses;  and  when 
he  had  separated  the  priests  from  them,  be 
found  of  these  priests  twenty-fonr  courses, 
sixteen  of  the  house  of  Eleazar,  and  eight  of 
that  of  Ithamar  ;  and  he  ordained  that  one 
course  should  minister  to  God  eight  days, 
from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath.  And  thus  were 
the  courses  distributed  by  lot,  in  the  presence 
jof  David,  and  Zadok  and  Abiathar  the  bi^h- 
priests,  and  of  all  the  rulers;  and  that  course 
which  came  up  first  was  written  down  as  the 
first,  and  accordingly  tbe  second,  and  so  on  to 
the  twenty-fourth  ;  and  this  partition  hatb 
remained  to  this  day.  He  also  made  twenty- 
four  parts  of  the  tribe  of  Levi;  and  when  they 
cast  \oH  they  came  up  in  tbe  same  manner  for 
their  courses  of  eight  days;  he  also  honoured 
tbe  posterity  of  Moses,  ajid  made  them  tbe 
keepers  of  the  treasures  of  God,  and  of  the 
donations  which  the  kine*  dedicated;  he  also 
ordained  that  all  the  tribe  of  Levi,  as  well  as 
the  priests,  i>hould  serve  God  night  and  day, 
as  Moses  had  enjoined  them. 

S.  After  this  he  parted  the  ml  ire  army  into 
twelve  parts,  with  their  lealers  [and  captains 
of  hundreds],  and  commamit-rs.  Now  every 
part  had  twenty-four  thou-and,  which  were 
ordered  to  wait  on  Solomon.  In  thirty  days 
at  a  time,  from  the  first  day  to  the  last  with 
the  captains  of  thousands  and  captains  of  hun- 
dreds ;  he  also  !>et  rulers  over  every  part,  such 
u>  be  kneu'  to  be  good  and  righteous  men;  he 
set  others  also  to  take  charge  of  the  treasures, 
and  of  the  villages,  and  of  the  fields,  and  of 
tbe  beasts,  whose  names  1  do  not  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  mention.  'When  Da\id  had  or- 
dered all  these  oflices  after  the  manner  before 
mentioned,  he  called  the  rulers  of  the  Hebrews, 
and  their  heads  of  tribes,  and  the  officers  over 
the  several  dixisions,  and  tho:»e  that  were  ap- 
pointed over  every  work  and  every  possession; 
and  standing  upon  a  high  pulpit,  he  said  to 
the  multitude  as  follows: — "My  brethren 
and  my  people,  I  \iould  have  you  know  that 
I  intended  to  build  a  hou>e  for  God,  and  pre- 
pared a  large  quantity  of  gold,  and  a  hundred 
thousand  talents  of  silver;  but  God  prohibited 
me  by  the  prophet  Nathan,  because  of  the  wars 
I  had  on  your  account,  and  because  my  right 
hand  was  polluted  with  the  slaughter  of  our 
enemies;  but  he  commanded  that  my  sun, 
who  was  to  succeed  me  in  the  kingdom,  should 
build  a  temple  for  him       Now  therefore,  since 
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you  know  that  of  the  twelve  sons  whom  Jacob 
our  fori-fatlier  had,  Judah  was  appointed  to  be 
kme  and  that  I  was  preferred  before  my  six 
brelhrep,  and  received  the  government  iron. 
God  a.id  that  none  of  them  were  uneasy  at  it, 
so  do  I  also  desire  that  my  sons  be  not  sediUous 
one  ajiaiiist  another,  now  Solomon  has  received 
the  kingdom,  but  to  bear  him  cheerfully  for 
their  lord,  as  knowing  that  God  hath  chosen 
him;  for  it  i»  not  a  grievous  thing  to  obey 
even  a  foreigner  as  a  ruler  if  it  be  God's  will, 
but  it  is  tit  to  rejoice  when  a  brother  hath  oh- 
taine-l  that  dignity,  since  the  rest  partake  of  it 
with  him.  And  I  pray  that  the  promises  of 
God  may  be  fullilled;  and  that  this  happiness 
which  he  hath  promised  to  bestow  upon  king 
Solomon,  over  all  the  country,  may  continue 
therein  for  all  time  to  eoine.  And  these 
promises,  O  son,  >vill  be  firm,  and  come  to  a 
happy  end,  if  thou  showest  thyself  to  be  a  re- 
ligious and  a  righteous  man,  and  an  observer 
of  the  laws  of  tliy  country;  but  if  not,  expect 
adversity  upon  tliy  (iisoi.eclience  to  them." 

9.  Now  when  the  king  had  said  this,  he 
left  off;  but  gave  the  description  and  pattern 
of  the  building  of  the  temi-le  in  the  sight  of 
them  all,  to  Solo;non;  of  the  foundatious  and 
of  the  chambers,  inferior  anil  superior;  how 
many  there  were  10  be,  and  how  large  in  height 
and  in  breadth  ;  us  also  he  devvrniined  the 
weight  of  the-  golden  and  silver  vessels;  more- 
over, he  earnesilv  exi-ited  them  with  his  words, 
to  use  the  utiuo.-t  alacrity  about  the  work:  he 
exhorted  the  rulers  also,' and  particularly  the 
tribe  of  Levi,  to  assist  hini,  both  ..ecaiise  of  his 
youth,  and  because  God  had  cliosen  him  to 
tiike  care  of  the  building  of  the  temple,  and  of 
the  govcrimient  of  the  kingdom.  He  also  de- 
clared to  them  that  the  work  woulil  be  easy, 
and  not  very  laborious  to  them,  because  he 
,.,111  pu-parcU  lor  it  many  talents  of  gold,  am. 
more  of  silver,  with  lin.bcr,  and  a  great  mam 
carj.enteis  and  stoiic-cutters,  and  a  large  quaii- 
tily    of  emiralds,  and  all  sorts   of   precious 

stores: and  he  said,  that  even  now  he  would 

give  of  the  proper  goods  of  his  own  dominion 
two  hundred  talents,  and  three  hundred  other 
taleflts  of  pure  gold,  for  the  most  holy  place; 
and  (or  the  chariot  of  God,  the  cherubim,  which 
are  to  stand  over  and  cover  the  ark.  Now, 
when  David  had  done  speaking,  there  ap- 
peared great  idacrity  among  the  rulers,  and  the 
priests,  and  the  Levites.  who  now  contributed 
and  made  great  and  splendid  promises  for  a 
future  contribution;  for  they  undertook  to 
bring  of  gold  five  thousand  talents,  and  ten 
thousand  drachms,  and  of  silver  ten  thousand 
talents,  and  many  ten  thousand  talents  of  iron: 
and  if  any  one  had  a  precious  stone  he  brought 
it,  and  bequeathed  it  to  he  put  among  the  trea- 
sures; of  which  Jachiel,  one  of  the  posterity 
of  Moses,  had  the  care. 

10.  Upon  this  occasion  all  the  people  re 
joicid,  as  in  parliciilar  did  David,  when  he 
«an  the  zeal  and  forward  ambition  of  the  rulers, 


and  the  priests,  and  of  all  the  rest ;  and  he  be- 
ir.in  to"bless  God  with  n  loud  voice,  calling  hiin 
the  Father  and  Parent  of  the  univei^e,  and  the 
.\uthor    of  human   and   diWne    things,    vnth 
which  he  had  adorned  Solomon,  the  patron  and 
"uardian  of  the  Hebrew  nation,  and  of  its  hap- 
piness,   and  of  that  kingdom  which  he  hath 
given  his  son.      Besides  this,  he  prayed  for 
happiness  to  all  the  people;  and  to  Solomon 
his  son,  a  sound  and  a  righteous  mind,  and 
confirmed  in  all  sorts  of  virtue;  and  then  he 
commanded  the  multitude  to  bless  God.   Upon 
which  they  all  fell  domi  upon  the  ground  and 
worshipped  him.     They  aiso  gave  thanks  to 
David,  on  account  of  all  the  blessings  which 
they  had  received  ever  since  he  had  taken  the 
kingdom.      On  the  next  day  he  presented  sa- 
crifices to  God,  a  thousand  bullocks,  and  as 
many  lambs,  which   they    offered  for  burnU 
offerings.     They  also  offered  peace-offering»; 
and  slew  many  ten  thousand  sacrifices;  and 
the  king  feasted  all  day,  together  with  all  the 
people;  and  they  anointed  Solomon  a  second 
time  with  the  oil,  and   appointed  him   to  be 
king;  and  Ziidok  to  be  the  high-priest  of  the 
whole  multitude.   And  when  they  had  brought 
Solomon  to  the  royal  palace,  and  had  set  him 
uiion  his  father's  throne,  they  were  obedient 
to  him  from  that  day. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

WHAT  CH.\UGE  DAVID  CAVE  TO  HIS  SON  SOLO- 
MON AT  THE  APPROACH  OP  HIS  DEATH; 
AND  now  MANY  THINGS  HE  LEFT  HIM  FOB 
THE  BLILUING  OF  THE  TEMPLE. 

!)  1.  A  LITTLE  afterward,  David  also  fell  into 
a  distemper,  by  reason  of  his  age;  and  per- 
ceiving that  he  was  near  to  death,  he  called 
his  son  Solomon,  and  discoursed  to  him  thus : 

"  I  am  now,  O  my  son,  going  to  my  grave, 

and  to  my  fathers,  which  is  the  common  way 
which  all  men  that  now  are,  or  shall  be  here- 
after,  must  go;  from  which  way  it  is  no  longer 
possible  to  return,  and  to  know  any  thing  that 
IS  done  in  this  world.  On  which  account  I 
exhort  thee,  while  I  am  still  alive,  though  al- 
ready very  near  to  death,  in  the  same  manner 
as  I  have  formerly  s;iid  in  my  advice  to  thee, 
to  be  righteous  towards  thy  subjects,  and  re- 
ligious towards  God,  that  hath  given  thee  thy 
kingdom  ;  to  observe  his  commands,  and  Us 
laws,  which  he  hath  sent  us  by  Moses;  and 
neither  do  thou,  out  of  favour  nor  flattery,  al- 
low  any  lust  or  other  passion  to  weigh  with 
thee  to  disregard  them ;  for  if  thou  transgress- 
est  his  laws,  thou  wilt  lose  the  favour  of  God, 
and  thou  wilt  turn  away  his  providence  from 
thee  in  all  things;  hut  if  thou  behave  thyself  so 
as  it  behoves  thee,  and  as  I  exhort  thee,  thou 
wilt  preserve  our  kingdom  to  our  family,  find 
no  other  house  will   hear  rule  ove-  the   Ha. 
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brew3,  but  we  ourselves  for  all  ages.  Be  thou 
also  mindful  of  the  transgressions  of  Joab,'  the 
captain  of  the  host,  who  bath  slain  two  ge- 
nerals out  of  envy,  and  those  righteous  and 
good  men,  Abner  the  son  of  Ner,  and  Amasa 
the  son  of  Jether;  whose  death  do  thou  avenge 
as  shall  seem  good  to  thee,  since  Joab  hath 
been  too  hard  for  me,  and  more  potent  than 
myself,  and  so  hath  escaped  punishment  hither- 
to. I  also  commit  to  tbee  the  son  of  IJarzil- 
lai,  the  Gileadite,  whom,  in  oidcr  to  gratify 
me,  thou  shalt  have  in  great  honour,  and  take 
great  care  of;  for  we  have  not  done  good  to 
him  first,  but  we  only  repay  that  debt  which 
we  owe  to  his  father,  for  what  he  did  to  me  in 
my  flight.  There  is  also  Shimei,  the  son  ot 
Gera,  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  who,  after  lie 
had  cast  many  reproaches  up(»n  me,  when,  iji 
my  flight,  I  was  going  to  Jlalianaini,  met  me 
at  Jordan,  and  received  assurances  that  he 
filiould  then  suffer  nothing.  Do  thou  now 
seek  out  for  some  just  occa^on,  and  punish 
him." 

2.  AVben  David  had  given  these  adraoni- 
tions  to  his  son  about  public  affairs,  and  about 
tis  friends,  and  about  those  whom  he  knew 
to  deserve  punishment,  he  died,  having  lived 
seventy  years,  and  reigned  seven  years  and 
six  months  in  Hebron,  over  the  tribe  of  Ju- 
dah,  and  thirty-three  years  in  Jerusalem,  over 

•  David  in  here  greatly  blamed  by  sorne  fur  recom- 
inending  Joa)>  ami  Slitmei  t»  b*^  puni^ihed  by  Solumoo.  il 
be  could  find  a  pioi>er  occa,5iiHi,  afler  he  had  borne  witti 
the  first  a  long  while,  and  »»-«iot^  lo  have  parduned  \U*r 
other  entirel>,  which  Solomun  rxe^uitJ  accord iiKly:  yet 
1  caoDot  di^ern  niiy  fault  irillicr  in  I  'avid  or  Solomon  in 
these  Cises.  Joab's  murdrr  or  Abnr-r  an>l  Aniasa  were 
very  barbarouft,  aod  could  nut  properly  be  forgiven  eilht-r 
by  DaTid  or  Solomon;  for  a  Ji^|teii»itig  pi>wt-r  in  i-itigs 
(or  tb«  fcrinje  of  wilful  murder  is  warranted  by  no  law  of 
God,  nay,  is  directly  agaiost  it  every  whert*;  oor  is  lu  lur 
certain,  in  the  power  uf  men  lu  grant  such  a  preru^aiive 
to  any  of  their  kings,  though  J.iab  vv.is  so  nt-arly  icati-d 
to  David,  and  »o  potent  in  the  .iimy  iin'^er  a  w;l^li^e  ad- 
ministration, that  David  durst  not  himself  put  hito  to 
death,  2  Sam.  iii- ^iO,  and  xii.  7,  Shimt-i's  cursing  tlie 
Lord's  anointed,  and  this  without  any  just  causr,  was  the 
highest  act  of  treason  aeainst  (>«td  and  bin  anointed  king, 
and  justly  deserved  de;ith;  aud  though  David  could  fur- 
give  treason  against  himself,  vrt  hail  lie  done  uo  more  in 
the  case  of  Sbimei  than  promised  him  that  he  woiihl  nut 
then,  on  the  day  ot  his  retorn  and  re-inaugurnlioa.  or 
upon  tbal  occasion,  himself  put  him  to  death,  2>um.xiK. 
22;  and  he  swore  to  him  no  farther,  ver.  23,  as  the  words 
ore  in  Josephns,  than  that  be  would  not  then  put  hiii  to 
death,  which  be  performed:  nor  was  ^o]oIIloa  under  xiy 
obli^tioQ  to  spare  aucb  a  traitor. 


all  the  country.  This  man  was  of  an  excellent 
character,  and  was  endowed  with  all  the  vir- 
tues that  were  desirable  in  a  king,  and  in  one 
that  had  the  preservation  of  so  many  tribes 
committed  to  him  ;  for  he  was  a  man  of  va- 
lour in  a  very  extraordinary  degree,  and  went 
readily  and  first  of  all  into  dangers,  when  he 
was  to  tight  for  his  subjects,  as  exciting  the 
soldiers  to  action  by  hts  own  labours,  and  tight- 
ing  for  them,  and  not  by  commanding  them 
in  a  despotic  way.      He  was  also  of  very  great 

labilities  in  understanding  and  apprehension  of 
present  and   future   circumstances,   when   he 

;was  to  manage  any  affuirA.  He  was  prudent 
and  moderate,  and  kind  to  such  as  were  under 
any  calamities  ;  he  was  righteous  and  humane, 
whicb  are  good  qualities  peculiarly  fit  for 
kings;  nor  was  he  guilty  of  any  offence  in 
the  exercise  of  so  great  an  authority,  but  in 
the  business  of  the  wife  of  Uriah.  Ue  also 
left  behind  him  greater  wealth  than  any  other 
king,  either  of  the  Hebrews  or  of  other  na- 
tions, ever  did. 

3.  He  was  buried  by  his  son  Solomon,  in 
Jerusalem,  with  great  mugnificence,  and  with 
all  the  other  funeral  pomp  which  kings  use 
to  be  buried  with;  moreover,  he  had  great 
and  immense  wealth  buried  with  him,  the  rash- 
ness of  which  may  be  easily  conjectured  at  by 
what  I  shall  now  say;  for  a  thousand  and 
three  hundred  years  al'tcrwards,  Hyrcanustbe 
high-priest,  when  he  was  besieged  by  Anti- 
ochus,  that  was  called  the  Pious,  the  son  of 
Demetrius,  and  "was.  lesirous  of  giving  bini 
money  to  get  him  to  raise  the  siege,  and  draw 
off  his  army;  and  having  no  other  method  of 
compassing  the  money,  opened  one  room  of 
David's  sepulchre,  and  took  out  three  thou- 
sand talents,  and  gave  part  of  that  sum  to 
Antiocbus,  and  by  tliis  means  caused  the  siegt; 
to  be  raised,  as  we  have  informed  the  reader 
elsewhere.  Nay,  after  him,  and  that  many 
years,  Herod  the  king  opened  another  room, 
and  took  away  a  great  deal  of  money,  and 
yet  neither  of  them  came  at  the  coffins  of  the 
kiiiffs  themselves,  for  their  bodies  were  buried 
luif.ef  tiie  earth  so  artfully,  that  they  did  not 
appear  even  to  those  that  enferpd  m*o  ♦b**'r 
mouuments: — but  so  much  shaUsuffi<««  usto 
have  said  conc^rnmg  the^  matters. 
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OOHTAIMXa  THI  ISTBRVAL  Or  OSK  HUXDRED  iSD  gmT-rnBIE*  TEAVI. 

FROM  THE  DEATH  OF  DAVID  TO  THE  DEATH  OF  AHAB. 


CHAPTER  I.  j 

mow  SOLOMON,  WHEN  HE  HAD  RECIITED  THE  1 
CINGDOM,  TOOK  OFF  HIS  ENEMIES.  i 

I 

§  1.  We  have  already  treated  of  David  and 
tis  virtue,  and  of  the  benefits  he  u-as  the  au- 
thor of  to  his  countrymen ;  of  his  wars  also 
u>d  battles,  which  he  managed  with  success, 
and  then  died  an  old  man,  in  the  foregoing 
fx)ok.  And  when  Solomon  his  son.  who  was 
but  a  youth  in  age,  had  taken  the  kingdom, 
and  whom  David  had  declared,  while  he  was 
alive,  the  lord  of  that  people,  according  to 
God's  will;  when  he  sat  upon  the  throne,  the 
whole  body  of  the  people  made  joyful  accla- 
mations to  him,  as  is  usual  at  the  beginning 
of  a  reiga;  and  wished  that  all  his  affairs 
might  coine  to  a  blessed  conclusion ;  and  that 
he  might  arrive  at  a  great  age,  and  at  the 
most  happy  state  of  affairs  possible. 

2  But  Adonijah,  who,  while  his  father 
was  living,  attempted  to  gain  possession  of 
the  government  came  to  the  king's  mother 
Bathsheba,  and  saluted  her  with  great  civi- 
lity; and  when  she  asked  him,  whether  he  came 
to  her  as  desiring  her  as>istani-c  in  any  thing 
or  not;  and  bade  him  tell  her  if  that  were  the 
case,  for  that  she  would  cheerfully  afford  it 
liim;  he  began  to  say,  that  she  knew  herself 
that  the  kingdom  was  his,  both  on  account  of 
his  elder  age,  and  of  the  disposition  of  the 
multitude;  and  tliat  yet  it  was  transferred  to 
Solomon  her  son,  according  to  the  will  of  God. 
He  also  said  that  he  was  contented  to  be  a 
servant  uuder  him,  and  was  pleased  with  the 
present  settlement;  but  he  desired  her  to  be 
a  means  of  obtaining  a  favour  from  his  bro- 
ther to  him,  and  to  persuade  him  to  bestow 
OD  him  in  marriage  Abisbag,  who  had  indeed 
slept  by  his  father,  but,  because  his  father  was 
toft  old,  he  did  not  lie  «ith  her.  and  she  was 
still  a  virgin.  So  Bathsheba  promised  him 
to  afford  him  her  assistance  very  earnestly, 
and  to  bring  this  marriage  about,  because  the 
king  would  be  willing  to  gratify  him  in  sni-h 
■  tUag,  and  because  she  would  press  it  to  him 


very  earnestly.     AccorJingiy,  lie  we-i:  away, 

in  Lopes  of  succeeu.ug  in  tais  niatcn.  So  So- 
lomon's mother  went  presei.tif  to  ner  son,  to 
speak  to  him  about  wnat  she  had  promised, 
upon  Adonijah's  supp.ication  to  her.  And 
when  her  son  came  torwaro  tc  n.ett  bet,  and 
embraced  her,  and  when  he  had  brtught  her 
into  the  house  where  his  royal  thror.e  was  set, 
he  sat  thereon,  and  bid  them  set  another  throne 
on  the  right  hand  for  his  motcier.  When 
Bathsheba  was  set  down,  she  said,  "0  my  son, 
grant  me  one  request  that  I  make  of  thee,  and 
do  not  any  thing  to  me  that  is  disagreeable 
or  ungrateful,  which  thou  wilt  do  U  thou  de- 
niest  me."  And  when  Solomon  bid  her  to 
lay  her  commands  upon  him,  because  it  was 
ag'reeable  to  his  duty  to  grant  her  every  thing 
she  should  ask,  and  complained  that  she  did 
not  begin  her  discourse  with  a  firm  expectation 
of  obtaining  what  she  desired,  but  had  some 
suspicion  of  a  denial, — she  entreated  him  to 
grant,  that  his  brother  Adonijah  might  marry 
Abishag. 

3.  But  the  king  was  greatly  offended  at 
these  words,  and  sent  away  his  mother,  and 
said  that  Adonijah  aimed  at  great  things;  and 
that  he  wondered  that  she  did  not  desire  him 
to  yield  up  the  kingdom  to  him,  as  to  his  elder 
brother,  since  she  desired  that  he  might  marry 
j  Abishag;  and  that  he  had  potent  friends,  Joab 
i  the  captainof  the  host,  and  Abiatbar  the  priest. 
i  So  he  called  for  Benaiah,  the  captain  of  the 
I  guards,  and  ordered  him  to  slay  his  brother 
I  Adoilijah;    he   also  called  for   Abiatbar,  the 
1  priest,  and  said  to  him,  "  I  will  not  put  thee 
to  death,  because   of  those    other   hardships 
which  thou  hast  endured  with  my  father,  and 
because  of  the  ark  which  thou  hast  borue  along 
with  him ;  but  I  iiiBict  the  following  punish- 
ment upon  thee,   because   thou  wast  among 
Adonijah's  followers,  and  wast  of  his  party.   Do 
not  thou  continue  here,  nor  come  any  more  into 
my  sight,  but  go  to  thine  own  touii,  and  live 
on  thy  own  fields,  and  there  abide  all  thy  life  ; 
for  thou  bast  offended  so  greatly,  that  it  i«  not 
just  that  thou  shouldest  retain  thy  dignity  any 
longer."    For  the  forementiooed  cause,  there- 
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fore,  it  vras  that  the  house  of  Ithamar  was  de- 
prived of  the  sacerdoUl  dignity,  as  God  had 
foretold  to  Eli  the  grandfather  of  Abmthar. 
So  it  was  transferred  to  the  family  of  Phineas, 
to  Zidok.  Now  those  that  were  of  the  family 
of  Phineas,  but  lived  privately  during  the  tune 
that  the  high-priesthood  was  transferred  to  the 
hou«e  of  Ithamar  (of  which  family  Eli  was  the 
fir^t  that  received  it),  were  these  that  follow: 
Bukki,  the  son  of  Abishua  the  high-pnest; 
his  son  was  Joatham  ;  Joat  ham's  son  was  Me- 
raioth  ;  Meraioth's  son  was  Arophaus  ;  Aro- 
phsus's  son  was  Ahitub;  and  Ahitub's  son 
was  Zadok,  who  was  first  made  high-pnest  in 
the  reign  of  David.  -    .     i     . 

4.  Now  when  Joab  the  captain  of  the  host 
heard  of  the   slaughter   of  Adonijah,  he  was 
greatly  afraid,  for  he  was  a  greater  friend  to 
him   than  to  Solomon;    and   suspecting,   not 
without-reason,  thnt  he  was  in  danger,  on  ac- 
count of  his  favour  to  Adonijah,  he  fied  to  the 
altar,  and   supposed  he  might  procure  safety 
Iherebv  to  himself,  because  of  the  king's  piety 
towards  God.     But  when  some  told  the  king 
what  Joab's  supposal  was,  he  sent  Benaiah, 
and  commanded  him  to  raise  him  up  from  the 
altar    and  bring  to  the  judgment-seat,  in  or- 
der   to   make   hh   defence.      However,  Joab 
said  he  would  not  leave  the  altar,  but  would 
die  there  rather  than  in  another  place.      And 
when  Benaiah  had  reported  his  answer  to  the 
king,  Solomon  commanded  him  to  cut  off  his 
head'  there,*  and  let  him  take  that  as  a  punish, 
ment  for  those  two  captains  of  the  host  whom 
he  had  wickedly  slain,  and  to  bury  his  body, 
that  his  sins  might  never  leave  his  family,  but 
that  himself  and  his  father,  by  Joab's  death, 
might  be  guiltless;    and   when   Benaiah  bud 
done  what  he  was  commanded  to  do,  he  «-as 
himself  appointed  to  be  captain  of  the  whole 
army.      The  king  also  made  Z  ^dok  to  be  ah.re 
the  hijh-priest,  in  the  room  of  Abiathar,  whom 
be  had  removed. 

5.  But  as  to  Shimei,  Solomon  commanded 
that  he  shoul.l  IhuM  him  a  house,  and  stay  at 
Jerusalem,  ard  attend  upon  bim,  and  should 
not  haveautboritv  to  go  over  the  brook  Codroii : 
and  that  if  he  disobeved  that  command,  death 
should  be  his  punishment.  He  also  threatened 
bim  soterriblv.  that  he  compelled  him  to  take 
an  oath  that' he  would  ol«y.  Accordingly 
Sli-.iiei  said  that  he  had  reason  to  tbai.k  So- 
lo i.m  for  giving  him  such  an  injnuction;  and 
^..'.led  an  oath,  that  he  would  do  as  he  bade 
b^ui;  and  leaving  his  own  country,  he  made 
JLis  abode  in  Jerusalem  ;  but  three  years  after- 
wards, when  he  heard  that  two  of  his  servants 
%vere  run  awav  from  him,  and  were  in  Gath. 
he  went  for  bis  servants  in  haste;  and  when 
he  vvas  come  back  n-ith  them,  the  king  per- 
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ceived  it,  and  was  much  displeased  that  he  had 
contemned  his  commands,  and  what  was  more, 
had  no  regard  to  the  oaths  he  had  sworn  to 
God ;  so  he  called  him,  and  said  to  him, 
"  Didst  not  thou  swear  never  to  leave  me,  nor 
to  go  out  of  this  rity  to  another?  Thou  shalt 
not  therefore  escape  punishment  for  thy  per- 
jury; but  I  will  punish  thee,  thou  wicked 
wretch,  both  for  this  crime,  and  for  those 
wherewith  thou  didst  abuse  mv  father  when  he 
was  in  his  flight,  that  thou  mayest  know  that 
wicked  men  gain  nothing  at  last  although  they 
be  not  punished  immediately  upon  their  unjust 
practices ;  but  that  in  all  the  time  wnereir.  they 
think  themselves  secure.because  they  have  yet 
suffered  nothing,  their  punishment  increases, 
and  is  heavier  upon  them,  and  that  to  a  greater 
degree  than  if  they  had  been  punished  immedi- 
ately upon  the  commission  of  their  crimes.'  So 
1  Benaiah,  on  the  king's  command,  slew  Shiooei^ 
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.  /i 

COSCFRNIXG  THE  WIFE  OF  SOLOMON  ;  COW^' 
CERNING  HIS  WISDOM  AND  RICHES;  AS1» 
COSCEBSISG  WHAT  HE  OBTAINED  OF  HIRAM 
FOR  THE  BOILDISG  OF  THE  TEMPLE. 

§  1.  Solomon  having  already  settled  himself 
firmly  in   his  kingdom,    and  having  brought 
his  enemies  to  punishment,  he  married  the 
(hughter    of  Phpraoh,   king   of   Egypt,   and 
built  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  much  larger  and- 
stronger  than  those  that  had  been  before,*  and  ' 
thenceforward  he  managed  public  .affairs  very' 
peaceably:  nor  was  his  \outh  any  hmderance' 
in  the  exorcise  of  justice,  or  in  the  observation-' 
uf  the  laws,  or  in  the  remerobraiKie  of  what 
charges  his  father  had  given  him  at  his  death?' 
but  he  dh^charg.'d  cverv  duty  with  great  ac-_ 
curacv,  that  might  have  been  eipeeted  from- 
such  ks  are  aged,  andof  the  greatest  prudence.- 
He  now  resolved  to  go  to  Hebron,  and  sacri-' 
fice  to  t;<>d  upon  the  brazen  altar  that  was 
built  by  Moses.      Accordingly  he  offered  there 
Iniml  offerings,  in  number  a  thousand;  an*' 
when  he  hid  done  this,  he  thought  he  b»<V 
paid    great  honour  to  God  ;    for,  as   he   wa»l 
asleep  that  very  night,  God  appeared  to  liimi|J 
mid  cominamled  him  to  ask  of  bim  some  giltjj 
which   he  was  ready  to  give  him  as  a  reward' 
for   his  pietv.       So   Solomon   asked  of  God" 
what  was  most  excellent,  and  of  the  greatest 
worth  in  itself,  what  God  would  bestow  with  , 
the  greatest  jov,  and  what  it  was  most  profit-' 
able  for  man  to  receive  ;  for  he  did  not  ilesir*" 
to  have   bestowed    upon   him   either  l?ol<'  ?'' 
silver,   or  any  other   riches,  as  a  man  anna' 


•  Thi«  ciwulion  upon  JojH,  a»  »  nuirflc-nr.  by  sl.iy- 
ini[  hira.tven  when  h.  bad  Uikrn  5anrtu3n  al  God's 
all.r,  13  perlojlly  a<reMble  to  li.e  law  of  ^l.>ses.  wb.rh 
tnjoins.  Uiat.  "  if  a  man  com.  pretumplnnnsly  iinon  U.J 
nei'bbour  to  tlav  him  «ir!i  i'M'--  H"'"  'i""  •^'■■^  f"™ 
l>«oi  mim  »lt«r,lluit  he  die. "     F.xo<l.  xii.  14. 


.  This  bnildinir  of  the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  soon  aXteJ, 
n,vid'5  dealh.  illustrates  the  i-.>nrlu«i.  n  of  the  ^1>1 
psaln,.  «-l.ere  Pavid  prays.  "  B.i  Id  Ihoii  the  «.lls  oi" 
l..rus..lrrn  ■'— Ihev  beius.  it  seems.  ooUnisOed  or  i»»-4 
■perfect  «l  I'hjl  ime.  See  chap.  «i.  ««>:l.  li  and  cb.  Tlfc^ 
iecl.  7;  «Uo  I  Kingsix.  ti 
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youth  might  naturally  have  done,  for  these 
Bre  the  things  that  generally  are  esteemed  by 
most  men,  as  alone  of  the  greatest  worth,  and 
the  best  gifts  of  God;  but,  said  he,  "Give 
me,  O  Lord,  a  sound  mind  and  a  pood  under- 
standing, whereby  I  may  speak  and  judge  the 
people  according  to  truth  and  righteousness." 
With  these  petitions  God  was  well  pleased; 
ajid  promised  to  give  him  all  those  things  that 
he  had  not  mentioned  in  his  option,  riches, 
glory,  victory  over  his  enemies;  and,  in  tlie 
first  place,  understanding  and  wisdom,  and 
this  in  such  a  degree,  as  no  other  mortal  man, 
neither  kings  nor  ordinary  persons,  ever  had. 
He  also  promised  to  preserve  the  kingdom  to 
his  iiosterity  for  r.  very  long  time,  if  tie  con- 
tiimed  righteous  and  obedient  to  him,  and 
imitated  his  father  in  those  things  wherein 
he  e.ticllcd.  When  Solomon  heard  this  from 
God,  he  presently  leaped  out  of  his  bed :  and 
when  he  had  worshipped  him,  lie  returned  to 
.lerusalem;  and  after  lie  had  offered  great  sa- 
crifices U-fore  the  tabernacle,  he  feasted  all  his 
own  faiiiilv. 

•i.    In  tliese  days  a  hard  cause  raine  before 
hiin  in  judgment,  which  it  «;is  very  dilliciilt 
to  find  any  end  of;   and  I  think  it  necessary 
to  explain  t!ie  f.ict  about  which  the  contest 
was.  that  such  as  light  upon  my  writing;  may 
know  what  a  dillicult  cause  Solomon  was  to  de- 
teriniiic;  and  those  that  are  concerned  in  such 
matters  mav  take  this  sapicity  of  the  king  for 
a  patlern.  that  they  may  the  more  easily  give 
sentence  about  such  questions.      There  were 
two  women,  who  were  harlots  in  the  course  of 
their  lives,  that  came  to  him,  of  whom  she 
that  seemed  to  be  injured  began  to  speak  first, 
and  said,  "  O  king,  1  and  this  other  woman 
dwell  together  in  one  room.      Now  it  came  to 
p:iss  that  we  both  bore  a  son  at  the  same  hour 
of  the  same  day ;  and  on  the  third  day  this  wo- 
man overlaid  her  son,  and  killed  it,  and  then 
took  mv  son  out  of  my  bosom,  and  removed 
him  to  herself;  and  as'l  was  asleep  she  laid 
licr  dead  son  in  my  arms.      Now,  when  in  the 
morning  I  was  desirous  to  give  the  breast  to 
the  child,  I  did  not  find  my  own,  but  saw  the 
woman's  dead  child  lying  by  me;    for   1  con- 
sidered it   ejactlv,    and  found    it    so   to    be. 
Hence  it  wils  that   1  demanded  my  son,  and 
when  I  could  not  obtain  him,  I  have  recourse, 
my  lord,  to  thy  assistance;  for  since  we  were 
alone,  and  there  was  nobody  there  that  could 
convict  her,  she  cares  for  nothing,  but  perse- 
veres in  the  stout  deiii.il  of  the  fact."     When 
t)iis  woman  had  told  this  her  story,  the  king 
asked  the  other  woman  what  she  had  to  say  in 
contradiction  to  that  story.      But  when  she 
denied  that  she  had  Ajne  what  was  charged 
upon    her,   and    said    that    it    was    her    child 
that  was  Uvirig,  and  that  it  was  her  antago- 
nist's child  that  was  dead,  and  when  no  one 
could  devise  what  judgment  could  be  given, 
aji.l  the  whole  court  were  bliml   in  their  un- 
deistunding.  and  lajuld  n.H   tell  bow  t^)   find 


ont  this  riddle,  the  king  alone  inreiited  the 
following  way  how  to  discover  it :  He  bade 
them  bring  in  both  the  dead  child  and  the 
living  child;  and  sent  one  of  his  guards,  and 
commanded  him  to  fetch  a  sword,  and  draw 
it,  and  to  cut  both  the  children  into  t  wo  pieces, 
that  each  of  the  women  might  have  lialf  the 
living  and  half  the  dead  child.  Hereupon  all 
the  people  privately  laughed  at  the  king,  as 
no  more  than  a  youth.  But  in  the  mean 
time,  she  that  was  the  real  mother  of  the  liv- 
ing child  cried  out,  that  he  should  not  do  so, 
but  deliver  that  child  to  the  other  woman  as 
her  own,  for  she  would  he  satisfied  with  the 
life  of  the  child,  and  with  the  sieht  cif  it.  at- 
though  it  were  esteemed  the  other's  child; 
hut  the  other  woman  was  ready  to  see  the 
diild  divided,  and  was  desirous,  moreover, 
that  the  first  woman  should  be  tomiented. 
When  the  king  understood  that  both  their 
words  proceeded  from  the  truth  of  their  pas- 
sions, he  adjudged  tlie  child  to  her  that  cried 
out  to  save  it,  for  that  she  was  the  real  mother 
of  it;  and  he  condemned  the  other  as  a  ivick- 
ed  woman,  who  had  not  only  killed  her  own 
child,  but  was  endeavouring  to^ee  her  friend's 
child  destroyed  also.  Now  the  nniltitufle 
looked  on  this  determination  Rs  a  great  sign 
and  demonstration  of  the  king's  sagacity  and 
wisdom;  and,  after  that  day.  attended  to  hiui 
as  to  one  that  had  a  divine  mind. 

3.   Now  the   capt.ains   of  his   armies,  and 
cllieers   appointed    over   the  whole  country, 
were  these:  — Over  the  lot  of  Kphraim  was 
I'res;   over  the  toparchy  of  Bethlehem  was 
Dioclerus;    .'Vbinadab,  who  married  Solomon's 
daughter,  had  the   region   of    Dora    and    the 
sca-co;ist    under    him;    the   Great   Plain  was 
under  Benaiah,  the  son  of  Achilus;    he  alsO 
governed    all    the  country  as  far  as  .lordan; 
Gaharis    ruled    over    Gilead    and    Gaulantis, 
and  had  under  him  the  si.xty  great  and  fenced 
cities  [of  Og];    .\chinadab  managed  the  af- 
fairs of  all  Galilee,  as  far  as  Sidon,  and  had 
himself  also  married  a  daughter  of  Solomon's, 
whose  name  was  Basima;   Banacates  had  the 
sea-coast  about  Arce;  as  had  Shaphot  Mount 
Tabor,  and  Carmel,  and   [the  lower]  Galilee 
as  far  as  the  river  Jo'rdan;    one  man  was  ap- 
pointed over  all  this  country;   Shimei  was  in- 
trusted with  the  lot  of  Benjamin;    and  Ga- 
bares  had  the   country  beyond  Jordan,  over 
whom  there  was  again  one  governor  appoint- 
ed.     Now  the  people    of  the  Hebrews,  and 
particularly   the   tribe   of  Judah,    received   a 
wonderful  increase  when  they  betook  them- 
s'dves   to   husbandry   and   the   cultivation   of 
their  grounds;  for  a's  they  enjoyed  peace,  and 
were  not  distracted  with   wars  and  troubles, 
and  having  besides  an  abundant    fruition    of 
the  most  desirable  liberty,  every  one  was  busy 
in  augmenting  the  product  of  their  own  knds, 
and  making  them  «orth  more  than  they  had 
formerly  been. 

4.    The   king   had   also  other   rulers,   who 
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were  over  the  land  of  Syria  ajid  the  Philis- 
tines,  which  reached  from  the  river  Euphrates 
to  Egypt,  aiid  these  collected  hi=  tributes  of 
the  niitions.  Now  these  contributed  to  the 
king's  table,  and  to  his  supper  every  day,* 
thirty  cori  of  iine  flour,  and  sixty  of  meal; 
as  also  ten  fat  oxen,  and  twenty  oxen  out  of 
the  pastures,  and  a  hundred  fat  lambs  j  all 
these  were  besides  what  were  taken  by  hunt- 
ing harts  and  bulTaloes,  and  birds  and  fishes, 
which  were  brought  to  the  king  by  foreigners 
day  by  day.  Solomon  had  also  so  great  a  num- 
ber of  chariots,  that  the  stalls  of  his  horses 
for  those  chariots  were  forty  thousand;  and 
besides  these,  he  had  twelve  thousand  horse- 
men, the  one  half  of  whom  waited  upon  the 
king  in  Jerusalem,  and  the  rest  were  dis- 
persed abroad,  and  dwelt  in  the  royal  vil- 
lages; but  the  same  officer  who  provided  for 
the  king's  expenses,  supplieil  also  the  fodder 
for  the  horses,  and  still  cirried  it  to  the  phice 
where  the  king  abode  at  tliat  time. 

5.   Now   the  sagacity  and   wisdom    which 
God   had    bestowed    upon    Solomon    was   so 
great,  that  he  exceeded  the   ancients,   inso- 
much that   he   was   no   way   inferior  to  the 
Egyptians,  who  are  said  to  have  been  beyond 
all  men  in  understanding;  nay,  indeed,   it  is 
evident  that  their  sagacity  was  very  much  in- 
ferior to  that  of  the  king's.      He  also  excelled 
and   distinguished    himself  in  wisdom   above 
those  who  were  most  eminent  among  the  He- 
brews at  that  time  for  shrewdness:  those  I 
mean  were  Ethan,  and  Heman,  and  Chalcol. 
and    Darda,   the   sons    of    Mahol.      He   also 
composed  books  of  odes  and  songs,  a   thou- 
sand and    live;    of  parables  and    similituUes, 
three  thousand;  for  he  spake  a  parable  upon 
every  sort   of  tree,   from  the  hyssop  to  the 
cedar;  and  in  like  miinner  also  about  beasts, 
about  all   sorts  of  living   creatures,   whether 
upon  the  earth,  or  in  the  seas,  or  in  the  air; 
for  he  was  not  unacquainted  \\  ilh  any  ot  their 
natures,   nor   omitted   iiniuiries   about  them, 
but    described    tliem   all    hke   a  philosopher. 
.and  deniUJistrated  his  exquisite  knowledge  ol 
their   several  properties.     God  also  enabled 


him  to  learn  that  skill  which  expells  demona,t 

which    is  a   science  useful    and    sanative    to 

He   composed  such  incantations  also 


by  which  distempers  are  alleviated.      And  he 
left   behind  him   the   manner  of  using  exor- 
cisms, by  which  they  drive  away  demons,  so 
that  they  never  return,  and  this  method  of 
cure  is  of  great  force   unto  this  day;    for   1 
have  seen  a  certain  man  of  my  own  co\mtry, 
whose   name   was   Eleazar,    releasing    people 
that  were  demoniacal  m  the  presence  of  \'es- 
pasiim,  and  his  sons,  and  his  captains,  and  the 
whole  multitude  of  his  soldiers.      The  man- 
ner of  the  cure  was  this:  —  He   put  a   nng 
that  had  a  root  of  one  of  those  sorts  men- 
tioned by  Solomoii  to  the  nostrils  of  the  de- 
monaic,  after  whch  be  drew  out  the  demon 
through  his  nostrils;  and  when  the  man  (ell 
do'wn  immediately,  he  abjured  him  to  reluui 
into  him  no   more,  making  still  mention   ol 
Solomon,  and  reciting  the  incantations  which 
be  composed.      And  when  Eleazar  would  per- 
suade and  demonstrate  to  the  spectators  that 
he  had  such  a  power,  he  set  a  little  way  oil'  a 
cup  or  bason  full  of- water,  and  comuKoidtd 
the  demon,  as  he  went  out  of  the  muu,  to 
overturn  it,  and  thereby  to  let  the  spectators 
know  that  he  had  left  the  man;  and  wli.,n 
this  was  done,  the  skill  and  wisdom  of  Solo- 
mon was  shown   very  miuilfestly:   tor   whi..-h 
reason  it  is  that  idl  men  may  know  the  vast- 
ness  of  Solomon's  abilities,  and  how  he  was 
beloved  of  God,  and  that  the  extraoriliuiu-y 
virtues  of  every   kind  with  which  this  king 
was  endowed,  may  not  be  unknown  to  aiiy 
people  under  the  sun;  for  this  reason,  1  say, 
it  is  that  we  have  proceeded  to  speak  so'.argeiy 
of  these  matters. 

6.  Moreover   Hiram,  kin,{  of  Tyre,  when 
j  he  had  heard  that  Soloir.on  succeeded  vo  bis 
father's  kingdom,  was  very  glad  of  U,  for  he 
I  was  a  friend  of  David's.     So  he  sent  aii.baa- 
I  sadors  to  liim,  and  saluted  Jim,  a:id  congratu- 
lated him  on  the  present  happy  scale   of  ai3 
all'airs.      Upon    «bich  So'-omuii  sent  am;  an 
epistle,  the  conttnis  oi  wiuch  Jere  lo'ilow  :  — 


.  It  may  not  be  axiss  to  compare  the  dally  fnmilnre 
if  kins  Sjiomon'a  lublc.  Iii-ic  set  duivii,  anii  I  Kiiip  iv 
20  ti3  .\il.i  -111  like  il;iily  f'jrn;tiire  .jf  .N-fc-.'ii.  l^  :■.-■ 
i;..v<Tnofs  table,  al'rr  llie  Jrws  were  come  »HCk  trom 
l(.ii>iloii:  auJ  lo  remember  willial,  thai  Nehemiah  »a> 
now  l.uildiui!  tlie  walls  of  Jerusalem,  all.l  maiiitaineil. 
more  lli.n  usi-..'..  il-ive  150  eois:d--.-lhle  men  ev,-.  y 
day  and  that,  uecause  the  nation  was  then  tery  poor, 
at  his  own  charRes also,  without  Uyinc  any  burden  upon 
llie  people  at  all.  "  Now  that  which  was  |.tepared 
for  nie  dally  was  an  ox,  and  six  choice  Blieep:  also  lowls 
■were  prepared  for  me;  and  once  in  ten  .lays,  store  ol 
Ell  sorts  of  wine;  and  yet  lor  all  this  I  required  not  the 
bread  of  the  governor,  because  the  bon.iace  ivas  heaty 
upon  tbis  people,"  Neb.  v.  IH.  See  the  whole  coiitelt, 
ver  14— I'J.  Nor  did  the  unveroor's  usual  allowance 
of  40  shekels  of  silvera.la),ver.  1.5,  anioui.t  to  i'o  a  day. 
nor  to  i;  1800  a  year  Nor  does  it  indeed  ;.ppe:ir,  that, 
under  the  jurtees.  or  undir  Samuel  the  prophet,  there 
was  an5  such  pi.b'ic  allowance  to  those  Boveruors  at  all: 
those  (frrat  charges  inn  the  public  Ijr  in.iintainiog 
coorts,  came  in  witu  l,ir,vs.  — as  God  foretold  they 
^ould,  1  buu  viii  11.— itl 


SOLOMON  TO  KING  H1U.\M, 

"  i  Know  thou  that  my  father  would  have 

+  Some  p'f'lended  frngrren*?  ^'  •*"t-^  i->-i  ,  rj  con- 
jjnition  ol  s.iloniAi.  are  sr.'.l  «\^ii:  ..\  .  A,.:.*..is*«  Cwl. 
I'seudepur.  Vet.  Test.  p.ii;e  MM.  thoucb  I  entire.y 
dirter  liom  J.-seplius  in  this  his  stipposoi.  that  such 
hooks  and  arts  ol  Sjiomcn  were  =ai".s  "f  that  «-..dom 
wiuch  was  impaileo  ,o  n.oi  "j  ^-o  in  his  youncer 
daysi  they  must  rather  have  belonged  to  such  prolaue 
bill  curious  arl«  iis  we  find  mentioned.  Acts  xix  I-l — 30, 
and  had  h,-en  derived  Irom  the  idolatry  and  superstition 
of  his  heathen  wives  and  concubines  in  his  t>ld  aue. 
when  he  Had  forsaken  lion,  and  (iod  had  loisakeu  liui, 
and  eivrn  bim  up  to  demoniacal  delusions.  Nor  does 
Josephus  s  straoEte  account  of  the   root    Itaara  (of  the 

War,  h.  viii.  ch.  vi  sect.  3)  seem  to  be  oliier  thou  that 
of  ils  inauic;il  use  in  such  conjurations.  .As  lor  the 
f.illowini!  history,  it  coclirms  what  Christ  say!  (Matt, 
xii.  :i7).  ■•If  I  by  Iteelaebub  cast  out  demons,  by  whom 
do  vour  sons  cast  them  nut'" 

t    I'hese  epi-tles  of -•^oloinoii  and  Hin'mnre  those  to 

1  Kiosa  V.  ;i— 9.  and.  as  enlarced.  in  -2  Chron.  it  3 — Id; 

but  here  yivcn  us  bj  Josrpbus  in  bi«  own  wor^      ■  ■»- 
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built  a  temple  to  God.  but  ,vas  hindered  by 
war.,  and  continual  expeditions:  for  he  dwl 
„ot  leave  off  to  overthro^v  t-  ene.mes  t.U  he 
tnuie  them  all  subject  to  tribute  »"'  ^  ^v^ 
thanks  to  God  for  the  peace  I  a  present  en 
jnv,  and  on  that  account  I^™/*  '^'^"JVore. 
de's  11  to  build  a  house  to  God,  for  God  tore- 
toM  to  my  father  that  such  a  house  should  be 
b^  bv  me;  wherefore  I  desire  thee  to  send 
some  of  thy  subjects  with  mine  *<)  "ount 
Lebanon,  to  cut  down  timber;  for  the  Sulo- 
nians  are  more  slcilful  than  our  people  in  cut- 
?il  of  wood.  As  for  ^vages  to  the  he«^r 
of  wood.  I  will  pay  whatsoever  price  thou 

''f^5irH^;Im  had  read  this  epistle,  he 
was  pleased  wth  it.  and  wrote  back  this  an- 
swer to  Solomon:  — 

HIRAM  TO  KING  SOLOMOS. 

■•  It  i«  fit  to  bless  God,  that  he  hath  commit- 

tpd  tbv  father's  rovernment  to  thee,  who  art 

,w^^i^  man    and  endowed  with    all   virtues. 

As  for  mv^e  f.  I  rejoice  at  the  condition  thou 

art  in   and  will  be  subservient  to  thee  in  all 

?h,t  thou  sendcst  to  me  about;   for  when  by 

nyVubjccts  1  have  cut  down  many  and  lar,e 

trfes  0    cedar  and  cypress  wood,  I  w^ll  send 

them  to  <-ea,  and  «ill  order  my  subjects  to 

m'ke  no-its  of  them,  and  to  sail  to  what  place 

"ever  of  thv  country  thou  shalt  desire,  am 

eave  them  'there,  after  which  thy  subjec, 

mavcarrv  them  to  .lerusalo.n:   hut  do  thou 

Take  care"  to  procure  us  corn  for  this  timber, 

which^4  stand  i^n  need  of,  because  we  mha- 

bit  in  an  island."' 

.  WhatJo^phus  her.  puto  into  hi.  f". '>'";";'"'' 

olhlr  co%,  "ii"".:.t  or  the  Kio«.,  Chrou.clr,,  or  I- 1^- 
Cu,    norTsiIroyolher,!  M.PPOse,lh.™  h„  "wn  con- 


bins-  nor  IS  It  any  omer,  I  5uijh"="^» '^'- ': •  ,i 

„^  The   »"»  "wiereupoo  it  .too*,  to  l.»je  beei  very  d,f. 

»inL".laoistho>:-Th^t  the  best  leslimoniei  hereto 
"  at^'s   l^P-y.  t^^'  P^'"='>r- ''[.e'r"fo"or\^{v-Tre  "t 

JunroVera'ainst  Solomon',  ci.leruv  »UU  .o  called; 

i,  s°J„  „r  »ome  a^e,.  that  it  «a.  at.a<-k<-.l  ho'h  hy  ea 
Tad  S  by  Salmana3Kr,a.  Jo»-phu,  ,nl..rm.  n,  ( \o..q. 
r,  ix  CU  "  IV  .ecL  it,  and  alterWArd.  came  to  be  the  nje- 
;,  mU.  of  P'  «"icu  aod  «a,  afterwards  taken  and  de- 
«r^b,  Ne",ehadne«ar,acconiin?,o  the  nnmeroo, 
"npiure  prophecies  Iherelo  relaun?,  I «.  XI"! ;  Jer."'^ 

f  :;entV  ^ar5  after  thit  de.miction  by  'Sehucbudn-rzat^ 
Jh"c  i.U,  in  ,ome  ...easore  rev„ed  and  rebu.l      ha. 

roS^.-'ii"  f;  la's  ir:  etfloLd.  „o.  ■■;:^^«-^ 

of  land,  bot  the  main  ..land  or  pentn.n  a  •'j"-  »™'  ';'; 
.iroved  that  old  aod  famuu.  city  for  ever  that,  h■•»e>e^ 
ton.  MUl  renuijed  to  aajoim.is  .tnaller  ..land,  onee 


8    The  copies  of  these  epistles  remain  n 
this  day,  and  are  preserved  not  otily  in  our 
books,    but  among   the    Tyrians  also;  inso- 
.nuch  that  if  any  one  "oud  know  the  cer- 
taintv  about  them,  he  may  desire  of  the  keep- 
ers  of  the  public  records  of  Tyre  to  show 
him  them,  and  he  will  find  what  is  there  se 
down  to  agree  with  what  we  have  said.     1 
h^ve  said  so  much  out  of  a  desire  that  my 
readers  may  know  that  we  speak  nothing  bu 
the  truth,  and  do  not  compose  a  h'*«7>  ?"' 
of  some    plausible    relations,    which    docene 
™en  and  ple:u>e  them  at  the  same  time,  tior 
attempt  to  avoid  examination,  nor  desire  ...en 
,0   believe   us   immediately:    nor   are  we  at 
tberty  to  depart  from  speaking  truth,  which 
is   the  proper  commendation  of  a  historian, 
and  yet  to  be  blameless.     But  we  insist  upon 
no  admission  of  what  we  say,  unless  we  be 
able  to  manifest  its  truth  by  demonstration 
anil  the  strongest  vouchers. 

9.    Now   king   Solomon,  as   soon   as   this 
epistle  of  the  king  of  Tyre  was  »>ro..ght  bun 
commended   the   rea.hnessa.id  good-"     ^e 
declared  therein,  and  repaid  him  .:.  what  he 
desired,  and  sent  him  yearly  twenty  thousand 
cori  of  wheat,  and  as  many  baths  ol  oil:  now 
the  bath  is  able  to  contain  seventy-two  sexta- 
ries      He  also  sent  him  the  satr.e  measote  of 
.vine       So  the  friendship  between  Hinim  and 
•Solomon   hereby  increased   more   and   more; 
and  thev  swore  to  continue  it  for  ever       And 
the  kin?  appointed  a  tribute  to  be  laid  on  alP 
the  people,  of  thirty  thousand  labourers,  who>e 
work  he  rendered  easy  to  them,  by  prudently 
dividing  it  among  them;   for  he   >"»'le  to . 
thousand  cut  timber  in  ■"<»'"'  !'«'>»"       '"^ 
one  month,  and  then  to  come  home;  and  to 
rest    two     nonths,  until   the  time  when  the 

other  twenty  thousan.l  had  fi-h«'l^';- ^^ft 
at  the  appointed  time;   and  so  alt«rward  it 
came  to  IL.  that  the  first  ten  thousand  re- 
tunied   to  tieir   work  every  fourth   month: 
an  It  was  Adoram  who  was  over  this  tribute 
There  were  also  of  the  strangers  who  were 
left  by  Dand,  who  were  to  carry  the  stones 
and  o'ther  materials,  seventy  thousand;    and 
of  those  that  cut  the  stones,  eighty  tbous.and^ 
Of  these  three  thousand  and  three  hundred 
were  rulers  over  the  rest.     He  -'-  -y--' 
them  to  cut  out  large  stones  for  the  fou  ida- 
tions  of  the  temple,  and  that  they  should  fit 
hem  and  unite  them  together  in  the  .no. m 
tain,  and  so  bring  them  to  the  city.      This 


.  A  ..  nta  Tvrt  itself  by  Hiram,  which  was  aflel^ 
connected  to  Old  I  yrc  itseii  "'  ,  '  ,,      ^reM,  wUh 

ua.ti.  inhabited;  to  wl.xh  A":""""  '' „s„vay:  and 
incred.ble  p..in..  "'-">.  i''\7^;„"J^,t  a  m-^'  ""'"entie 
that  it  plainly  appeare  from  ^'^"""r""  "  „,  ^iij,  on  Ihe 
.,.^-«uoe8,.  that  the  "I''. '",'^'/,"„'' '^'rra  ,y  ..nder  «-.- 
o'r^inal  large  >sUnd.  '1"°",  ;;';  ^'.^^e^s  of  it,  or  rather  of 
...r  that  scarce  '""'^^^  ."^^'V  ^>  °„"t  Ihi.  day:  so  that, 
that  adjoinine  small  •-•;  "  ;;5^,'""  ^l  of  the  ttrst  island 
p.,rhap.s.  not  above  a  bund  eJtl^pa  ^^^^^^^^  .^  ,^^ 

and  c.ty  ..  r;'!,^„'}  "z^Ue  and.  accordine  to  Item,  a? 
\'irM''.:„"t;d:HTdi1i'clIy"o\«rve,.  these  poor  re=«^^^^ 
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was  done,  not  only  by  our  owti  country 
Aorkmeu,  but  by  those  workmen  whom  Hiram 
sent  also. 

CHAPTER  III. 

OF  THE   BUILDING  OF  THE  TEMPLE. 

§  1.  Solomon  began  to  build  the  temple  in 
the  fourth  year  of  bis  reign,  on  the  second 
month,  which  the  Maceduniuns  call  Artemi'  I 
sius^  and  the  Hebrews  Jur ;  live  hundred  and 
ninety-two  years  after  the  exodus  out  of 
Egypt,  but  one  thousand  and  twenty  years 
from  Abraliam's  coming  out  of  Mesupotainla 
into  Canaan;  and  atter  the  Deluge  one  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  furty  years;  and  from 
Adam,  the  &rst  man  who  wa^  created,  until 
Solomon  built  the  temple,  there  had  passed 
in  all  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  two 
years.  Now  that  year  on  wliich  the  temple 
began  to  be  built,  was  already  the  eleventh 
year  of  the  reign  of  Hiram;  but  from  the 
building  of  Tyre  to  the  buiUiing  of  the  temple, 
there  had  passed  two  hundred  and  torty  years. 
2.  Now,  therefore,  the  king  laid  the  foun- 
dations of  the  temple  very  deep  in  the 
ground,*  and  the  materials  were  strong  stones, 
and  such  as  would  resist  the  force  of  time: 
tbe^  were  to  unite  themselves  with  the  earth, 
4nd  become  a  basis  and  a  sure  foundation  iov 
that  superstructure  which  was  to  be  erected 
over  it:  they  were  to  be  so  strong,  in  order 
to  sustain  with  ease  those  v^ist  superiitructurcs, 
and  precious  ornaments,  whose  own  weight 
WB3  to  be  not  less  than  the  weight  of  those 
other  high  and  heavy  buildings  which  the 
king  designed  to  be  very  ornamental  and 
magniUeent.  They  erected  its  entire  body, 
quite  up  to  the  roof,  of  white  stone:  its 
height  was  sixty  cubits,  and  its  length  was 
the  same,  and  its  breadth  twenty.  There 
was  another  building  erected  over  it,  equal 
to  it  in  its  measures;  so  that  the  entire  alti- 
tude of  the  temple  was  a  hundred  and  twenty 
cubits.  Its  front  was  to  the  east.  As  to  the 
porch,  they  built  it  before  the  temple:  its 
length  was  twenty  CLibits.  and  it  was  so  order- 
ed that  it  might  agree  with  the  breadth  of 
the  house;  and  it  had  twelve  cubits  in  lati- 
tude, and  its  height  was  raised  as  high  as  a 
hundred  and  twenty  cubits.  He  also  built 
round  about  the  temple  thirty  small  rooms, 
which  might  include  the  whole  temple,  by 
their  closeness  one  to  another,  and  by  theil 
number,  and  outward  position  round  it.  He 
also  made  passages  through  them,  that  they 
might  come  into  one  through  another.  Every 
one  of  these  rooms  had  Hve  cubits  in  breadth, f 

•  Uf  the  temple  of  SoInnn'O  here  (iescrih»-d  by  .lose- 
phus,  in  lliis  and  the  foliowini:  seeiiuns  <if  ihis  chapter. 
Bee  my  drs<Tiptioa  of  tl>e  temples  belonging  to  Uiis 
wort,  ch,  xiii 

f  Vbc^  small  rooms,  or  side  chambers,  seem  to  have 


and  the  same  in  length,  but  in  height  twenty. 
Above  these  were  other  rooms,  and  other? 
above  them,  equal,  both  in  their  measures 
and  number;  so  that  these  reached  to  a  height 
equal  to  the  lower  part  of  the  house;  for  the 
upper  part  hud  no  buildings  about  it.  The 
roof  that  was  over  the  house  was  of  cedar; 
and  truly  every  one  of  these  rooms  had  a  roof 
of  their  own,  that  was  not  connected  with  the 
other  rooms  J  but  for  the  other  parts,  there 
was  a  covered  roof  common  to  them  all,  and 
built  with  very  long  beams,  that  passed 
through  the  rest,  and  through  the  whole 
building,  that  so  the  middle  walls,  being 
strengthened  by  the  same  beams  of  timber, 
might  be  thereby  made  firmer;  but  as  for 
that  part  of  the  roof  that  was  under  the  beams, 
it  was  made  of  the  same  materials,  and  was 
all  made  smooth,  and  bad  ornaments  proper 
for  roofs,  and  plates  of  gold  nailed  upon 
them;  and  as  he  enclosed  the  walls  with 
boards  of  cedar,  so  he  fixed  on  them  plates 
of  gold,  which  had  sculptures  upon  them;  so 
that  the  whole  temple  shined,  and  dazzled  the 
eyes  of  such  as  entered,  by  the  splendour  of 
the  gold  that  was  on  every  side  of  them. 
Now  the  whole  structure  ot  the  temple  was 
made,  with  great  skill,  of  polished  stones, 
and  those  laid  together  so  very  harmoniously 
and  smoothly,  that  there  appeared  to  the  spec- 
tators no  sign  of  any  hammer,  or  other  in- 
strument of  architecture,  but  as  if,  without 
any  use  of  them,  the  entire  materials  had  na- 
lurally  united  themselves  together,  that  the 
itgreeuient  of  one  part  with  another  seemed 
rather  to  have  been  natural,  than  to  have 
arisjn  from  the  force  of  tools  upon  them. 
The  king  also  had  a  fine  contrivance  for  an 
lucent  to  the  upper  room  over  the  temple, 
and  that  was  by  steps  in  the  thickness  of  its 
wall;  for  it  had  no  large  door  on  the  east 
end,  as  the  lower  bouse  had,  but  the  entrances 
were  by  the  sides,  through  very  small  doors. 
He  also  overlaid  the  temple,  both  within  and 
w*ithout,  with  boards  of  cedar,  that  were  kept 
close  together  by  thick  chains,  so  that  this 
contrivance  was  in  the  nature  of  a  support 
and  a  strength  to  the  building. 

3.  Now  when  the  king  had  divided  the  tem- 
ple into  two  parts,  he  maile  the  inner  house  of 
twenty  cubits  [every  way],  to  be  the  most  se- 
cret chamber,  but  he  appointed  that  of  forty 
cubits  to  be  the  sanctuary;  and  when  be  bad 
■'ut  a  door-phiceout  of  the  wall,  he  put  therein 
doors  of  cedar,  and  overlaid  them  with  a  great 
deal  of  i:oId,  that  had  sculptures  upon  it.  lis 
also  had  veils  of  blue,  and  purple,  and  scarlet, 
and  the  bri^'htest  ami  softest  of  linen,  with  the 
innst  curious  flowers  WTOUght  upon  them, 
which  were  to  be  drawn  before  those  doors. 
He  al-o  dedicated  for  the  most  secret  place, 

been  by  Jo»epl>iis''s  de^ription,  no  less  than  twenty 
oiibiu  hi^n  .*  piec,  ollierwise  there  must  have  been  a 
larse  intf-rval  helween  one  and  tlie  other  that  wa*  oxer 
it.  and  thi>  wilt)  diiuble  floors,  the  one  ot  six  cubitj  «U»* 
lance  (ruui  tUc  Sour  beneath  it,  as  1  Kings  vC  «k 
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vhose  breadth  n^  twenty  cubits,  and  the 
)eni»th  the  same,  two  cberubims  of  solid  gold^ 
the  hpiffht  of  each  of  them  «-as  five  cubits: 
thev  had  each  of  them  two  wings  stretched 
out' as  far  M  five  cubits;  wherefore  Solomon 
fCt  them  up  not  far  from  each  other,  that  with 
one  wins  they  might  touch  the  southern  wall 
of  the  secret  place,  and  with  another  the  north- 
ern; their  other  wings,  which  joined  to  each 
other,  were  a  covering  to  the  ark,  which  was 

.1  t  --1. t._J..     ainn     toll       nr 


I 


set  between  them:  but  nobody  can  tell,  or 
even  conjecture,  what  was  the  shape  of  these 
cberubims.  He  also  laid  the  floor  of  the 
temple  with  plates  of  gold;  and  he  added 
doors  to  the  gate  of  the  temple  agreeable  to 
the  mca-vire  of  the  height  of  the  wall  but  in 
breadth  twenty  cubits,  and  on  them  he  gUied 
Kold  plates;  and,  to  say  all  in  one  word,  tie 
left  no  part  of  the  temple,  neither  niternal  nor 
external,  but  what  was  covered  wth  gold.  He 
niso  had  curtains  dra«-n  over  these  doors,  in 
like  manner  as  they  were  drawn  over  the  inner 
doors  of  the  most  holy  place;  but  the  porch 
of  the  temple  had  nothiitg  of  that  sort. 

4  Now  Solomon  sent  for  an  artifacer  out 
of  Tyre,  whose  name  was  Hiram:  he  was  by 
birth  of  the  tribe  of  Naphtali,  o:i  the  mother  s 
side  (for  she  was  of  that  tribe);  but  his  father 
was  Ur,  of  the  stock  of  the  Israelites.  1  his 
roan  was  skUful  in  aU  sorts  of  work;  but  his 
chief  skill  lay  iji  working  in  gold  in  silver, 
anil  brass ;  by  whom  were  made  all  the  me- 
chanical works  about  the  temple,  according  to 
the  will  of  Solomon.  Moreover,  this  Hiram 
made  two  [hollow]  pillars,  whose  out  sides  were 
of  brass;  and  the  thickness  of  the  brass  was 
four  fingers'  breadth,  and  the  height  of  the 
pillars  was  eighteen  cubits,t  and  their  circum- 
ference twelve  cubits ;  but  there  was  cast  with 
csch  of  their  chapiters  lily-work,  that  stood 


ubits  in  .liameter.    There  stood  round  about 
,  twelve  oxen  that  looked  to  the  tour  wmds 
of  heaven,  three  to  each  mnd,  having  their 
hinder  parts  depressed,  that  so  the  hemisphe- 
rical vessel  might  rest  upon  them,  which  it»ell 
•as   also   depressed   roand   about    in«;ardly. 
Now  this  sea  contained  three  thousand  baths 
6    He  also  made  ten  brazen  bases  for  so 
„,any  quadrangular  lavers:  the  length  of  every 
"ne  of  these  bases  was  five  cubits,  and  the 
breadth  four  cubits,  and  the  height  six  cubits 
This  vessel  was  partly  turned,  and  \ras  t.us 
cont-ived:   There   were  four  small  quadran- 
gular pillars,  that  stood  one  at  each  corner; 
these  had  the  sides  of  the  base  fitted  to  them 
on  each  quarter;  they  were  parted  '"to  three 
parts;  every  interval  had  a  border  fitted  to 
support  [the  laver] ;  upon  which  was  engraven 
in  one  place  a  Uon,  and  m  another  place  a 
bull,  and  an  eagle.     The  small  piUars  had  the 
same  animals  engraven  that  were  engraven  on 
the  sides.    The  whole  work  was  elevated,  and 
stood  upon  four  wheels,  which  were  also  cast, 
I  which  hud  aUo  naves  and  felloes,  and   were  a 
foot  and  a  half  in  diameter.      Any  one  who 
saw  the  spokes  of  the  wheels,  how  exactly 
thev  were  turned,  and  imited  to  the  sides  of 
the'bases,  and  «-ith  what  harmony  they  agreed 
to  the  felloes,  would  wonder  at  them.     How- 
ever  Uieir  structure  was  this:  Certain  shoul- 
ders of  hands  stretched  out  held  the  corners 
above,  upon  which  rested  a  short  spiral  pillar, 
that  lay  under  the  hollow  part  of  the  laver 
resting  upon  the  fore  part  of  tUe  eagle  and 
the  lion,  which  were  adapted  to  them,  mso- 
much  that  those   who   %'iewed   them   would 
think  they  were  of  one  piece:  between  these 
were  engravings  of  palm  trees.     This  was 
the  construction  of  the  ten  bases:    he  aUo 
made  ten  large   round   brass  vessels.^  which 


c-,chof  their  chapiters  lilj^work   that  stood    "^"«^*",'.'^«'^,^',"^:,;,eet  of  which  con 

upon  the  pillar,  and  it  was  elevated  five  cubits,     '^^■^%*'>,^  ^^"^ T Vor  It  had  its  height  four 

riuud  about  which  there  was  net-work  mter-    tained  forty  ^'^th'^t  f  ;;^°  °    „,uch  distant 

woven  with  small   palms,  made  of  brass,  and    chits.  and   its  edges 

rovered  with  lUy-work.  To  this  also  werehung 

two  hundred  pomegranates  in  two  rows.    The 

one  of  these  pillars  he  set  at  the  entrance  of 

the  porch  on  the  right  hand,  and  called  it  J./- 

chin;  and   the  otht;r  at  the  leR  hand,  and 

called  it  Boz. 

5.   Solomon    also    cast   a  brazen    sea,   the 
<i;.ure  of  which  was  that  of  an  hemisphere. 

This  brazen  ves-^^el  was   CiJleri  a  sco  for  its  j 

larireness,  for  the  Uver  was  ten  feet  in  diame- 

t.cr,  and  east  of  the  thickness  of  a  P*!™:  »'' 

n.iddle  part  rested  on  a  short  pillar,  that  had 

ten  spirals  round  it.  and  that  pillar  was  ten 

•  JiMfDhu^  «j.  tiere  (hat  ««  <*"iibims  wnt  of 
^llA-Xl  »nd  only  five  rubUshi^h;  »l„lem,r  Hfb-ew 
*"''*  «7|  K,";.,  vi  il  28)  say  ilioy  «■<■-«  of  Ih.-  oliv€- 
U«  »/.  ^  "ii.  of  ihi  e„'«s>.lee.  and  ool,  ovar- 
ii"'w"gol.li  and  both  .jrec-  Ihey  »ere  ten  cu  ..1  h,=h 
\  ...r,.'!;^  .t.^  ti"ml,er  hor,  I.  fnl^ly  trao»enbeJ,  and 

ral^j  i.l  «cbilecuire  in  the  warliL      _^       ^^^       .  ^  _  , 


cubits,  and   its  edges  were  as   much  distant 
from  each  other:  he  also  placed    tese  lavers 
upon  the  ten  bases  that  were  called  Mecho- 
noth :  and  he  set  five  of  the  lavers  on  the  leit 
.ide  of  the  templo,§  which  was  that  side  to- 
wards the  north  «-iiid,  and  as  many  on  the 
t  The  round  or  cylindrical   laver.  ot  four  cubit,  in 
,i;!met"r     and    four    in    heisM.    both    in    our    copie., 
k"n.<.  vii   k  .■»,  and  here  in  Josephu,    mn.t  bay. 
contaiMd  a   ereit  deal   more  than  theK  forty  b,.  bs, 
STre  a".".  a«„ned   Ihem.     Where  teer^o^  I.e. 
i.  bird  lo  say:  perhap.  Jowphu.  honestly  f»'l°«''V  hi 
opii,  l,er.,\hSnjh  the,  bad    ^"^".^^''^f^^^J^ 
,.°,notablelo  re.tore  the  ''"=  ">'''"?•    ,'"  "'^  ^ITt? 
liine    the  forty  bath,  are    probably  the   t™e  quanuij 
"oTttiined  in  each  laver,  since  they  went  npon  «h«l'.  •"* 
;;,l   o  be  d,»wn  by  the  Uri...  about  the  c°"rj.  of  th. 
or,es..,  lor  the  washing,  the,  were  des«ned  f^.  .ad 
harl  they  held  much  more,  thev  would  have  been  too 

'"r;,:r.'';o"  p3  itllZ.  te,  .o  M,  own  Uo^e, 
.,',i"h  andlefl  hand  in  the  ^^»^^l'.''liJZ''^l[ 
II,  U  l,y  the  right  band  he  mean,  what  ''  »fj">»>  ""' 
ef<  wnen  we  .,ippo.e  oi,r«-lve.  going  up  from  the  east 
;.  .^  the  courw  toward,  the  tabernacle  or  temple 
nemselve.  a"  .0  rice  ^rsa  ;  whence  it  follow.,  that 
I  „:rp,nar  Jachin.  on  the  ri,h.  hand  »[  •'- '™1-';;X 
on  the  .oath,  again.t  onr  left  band;  and  Doo«  on  llm 
1  north,  agiinM  our  ngbt  baoa 
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rigW  side,  towards  tbe  south,  but  looking  to- 
wards the  east;  the  same  [eastern]  way  he  al;0 
set  the  sea.  Now,  he  ap|>ointeii  the  sea  to  be 
for  washing  the  hands  and  the  feet  of  the 
priests  when  they  entered  into  the  temple  and 
were  to  ascend  the  altar;   but  the  lavers  to 


thousand  trumpets,  according  to  the  command 
of  Moses;  also  two  hundred  thousand  gar. 
ments  of  fine  linen  for  the  singers  that  were 
Levites;  and  he  made  musical  instruments, 
and  si.ch  as  were  invented  for  singing  of 
hymns,  called  Ifabla  and  Cinyrt  [psaUcries 


the  entrails  of  the  beasts  that  were  to  \  ;:nd  harps],  which  were  made  of  electruni  [the 


be  bumt-oRerings,  with  their  feet  also. 

1.  He  also  made  a  brazen  altar,  whose 
Icr^gth  was  twenty  cubits,  ajid  its  breadth  the 
same,  and  its  height  ten,  for  the  burnt-ofler- 
ivgs:  he  also  made  all  its  vessels  of  brass; 
the  pots,  and  the  shovels,  and  the  basons,  and 
besides  these,  the  snuffers  and  the  tongs,  and 
all  its  other  vessels  he  made  of  brass,  and  sucli 
brass  as  was  in  splendour  and  beauty  like  gold. 
The  king  also  dedicated  a  great  number  of 
tables,  but  one  that  was  large  and  made  of 
gold,  upon  which  they  set  the  loaves  of  God; 
and  he  made  ten  thousand  more  that  resem- 
bled them,  but  were  done  after  another  mau- 
rer,  upon  which  lay  the  vials  and  th.-  cups; 
those  of  gold  were  twenty  thousand,  those  of 
silver  were  forty  thousand.  lie  also  made 
ten  thousand  candlesticks,  according  to  the 
command  of  Moses,  one  of  which  he  dedica- 
ted for  the  temple,  that  it  might  burn  in  the 


finest  brass],  forty  thousand. 

9.  Solomon  made  all  these  things  for  the 
honour  of  God,  with  great  variety  r.nd  mag- 
nificence, sparing  no  cost,  but  using  all  posi- 
sible  liberality  in  adorning  the  temple;  and 
these  things  he  dedicated  to  the  treasures  at 
God.  He  also  placed  a  partition  round  about 
tbe  temple,  which,  in  our  tongue,  «e  ralJ 
Gison,  but  it  is  called  Tlirigcos  by  the  Greeks, 
and  he  raised  it  up  to  the  height  of  three  di- 
bits; and  it  was  for  the  exclusion  of  the  multi- 
tude from  coming  into  the  temple,  and  show- 
ing th.it  it  was  a  place  that  was  free  and  open 
only  for  the  priests.  He  also  built  beyond 
this  court  a  temple,  the  figure  of  which  was 
that  of  a  quadrangle,  and  erected  for  it  greai 
and  broad  cloisters;  this  was  entered  into  by 
very  high  gates,  each  of  which  had  its  frimt 
exposed  to  one  of  the  [four]  winds,  and  were 
shut  by  golden  doors.     Into  this  temple  all 


day-time,  according  to  the  law;  and  one  table  i  the  people  entered  that  were  distingmshed 
wi'h  loaves  upon  it,  on  the  north  side  of  the  !  from  the  rest  by  being  pure,  and  observant  of 
temple,  over  against  the  c-.mdlestick ;  for  this  1  the  laws;  but  he  made  that  temple  which  was 


he  set  on  the  south  side,  but  the  golden  altar 
Stood  between  them.  All  these  vessels  were 
contained  in  that  part  of  the  holy  house,  which 
was  forty  cubits  long,  and  were  before  the 
vail  of  that  most  secret  place  wherein  the  ark 
was  to  be  set. 

8.  The  king  also  made  pouring  vessels,  in 
ni^r.ber  eighty  thousand,  and  a  hundred  thou- 
sand golden  vials,  and  t«nce  as  many  silver 
vials:  of  golden  dishes,  in  order  therein  to  of- 
fer kneaded  fine  Hour  at  the  altar,  there  were 
eighty  thousand,  and  twice  as  many  of  silver. 
Of  large  basons  also,  wherein  they  mixed  fine 
flour  with  oil,  sixty  thousand  of  gold,  and 
twice  as  many  of  silver.  Of  the  measures 
like  those  which  Moses  called  the  Ilin,  and 
the  Assaron  (a  tenth  deal),  there  were  twenty 
thousand  of  gold,  and  twice  as  many  of  silver. 
The  golden  censers,  in  which  they  carried  the 
incense  to  the  altar,  were  twenty  thousand: 
the  other  censers,  in  which  they  carried  fire 
from  the  great  altar  to  the  little  altar,  within 
Ivhe  temple,  were  fifty  thous-and.  The  sacer- 
dotal garments  which  belong  to  the  high- 
priest,  with  the  long  robes,  and  the  oracle, 
and  the  precious  stones  were  a  thousand;  but 
the  cTown  upon  which  Moses  wrote  [the  name 
of  God],'  w~as  only  one,  and  hath  remaineO 
to  this  very  day.  He  also  made  ten  thousand 
sacerdotal  garments  of  fine  linen,  with  purple 
girdles,  for   every  priest;   and  two  hundred 

•  Of  Iht  polden  plale  on  tlio  high-prifsl'i  forehead 
tba'was  i»  bfing  in  tlie  d*>5  of  Josephus,  and  a  « nlury 
or  two  at  Jr»sl  I»trr,  »«  the  cote  on  Ant£)  b.  ui.  cli.  lii. 
sect.  fi. 


beyond  this  a  wonderful  one  indeed,  and  suco 
a:i  exceeds  all  description  iu  words;  nay,  if  I 
may  so  say,  is  hardly  believed  upon  sight;  for 
when  he  had  fiUed  up  great  valleys  with  earth, 
which,  on  account  of  their  immense  depth, 
could  not  be  looked  on  when  you  bended 
down  to  see  them,  without  pain,  and  had  ele- 
vated the  ground  four  hundred  cubits,  he 
made  it  to  be  on  a  level  with  the  top  of  the 
mountain  on  which  the  temple  was  built,  and 
by  this  means  the  outmost  temple,  which  was 
exposed  to  the  air,  was  even  with  the  temple 
itself.t  He  encompassed  this  also  with  a 
building  of  a  double  row  of  cloisters,  which 
stood  on  high  upon  pillars  of  native  stone, 
while  the  roofs  were  of  cedar,  and  were  polish- 
ed in  a  manner  proper  for  such  high  roofs;  but 
he  made  all  the  doors  of  this  temple  of  silver. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

bow  solomon  removed  the  abk  into  thb 
temple;  how  he  made  si-pplication  to 
god,  and  offered  pliuc  sacrifices  to 

HIU. 

§  1.   When  king  Solomon  had  finished  thes* 
works,  these  large   and   beautiful   buildings, 

+  Vl  h«rn  Jowphus  here  wys  that  the  fitter  of  (he  oot- 
tni')>t  Icii  pie  or  cnurt  of  the  Gentiles  was  with  ra«t 
Utmur  raised  to  be  even,  or  of  eqtial  hei-.;bt,  with  tha 
door  of  the  inner,  or  court  of  the  priests,  he  isnst  rot^aa 
this  id  a  cross  t^stimation  only ;  loi  be  and  all  othen 
a^ree  tUat  tb<  inner  terapU,  or  c«urt  of  tUe  prieacs,  was 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS. 


OllAP.  IV. 

m<\  hftd  laid  up  his  donations  in  tbe  temple, 
and  all  tlii<  in  the  interval  of  seven  years," 
and  had  (riven  a  demonstration  of  his  riches 
and  alacrity  therein;  insomuch,  that  any  one 
who  saw  it  woulil  have  thought  it  must  have 
been  an  immense  time  ere  it  could  have  been 
fiiiish"ed,  and    [would   be   surprised]   that    so 
much  should  be  finished  in  so  short  a  time; 
short,  I  mean,  if  compared  with  the  great- 
ness of  the  work:  he  also  wrote  to  the  rulers 
and  elders  of  the  Hebrews,  and  ordered  all  the 
people  to  gather  themselves  together  to  Jeru- 
>.alsm,  both  to  see  the  temple  which  he  had 
built,  and  to  remove  the  ark  of  God  into  it; 
and  when  this  imitation  of  the  whole  body  of 
rhe  |«ople  to  corae  to  Jerusalem  was  every 
\rhere  carried  abroad,  it  was  the  seventh  month 
\ store  they  came  together;    which  month  is, 
ny  our  countrymen,  called  Tliisri ;  but  by  the 
Micedonians, '////pcr»ere«r«s.      The  Feast  of 
Tabernacles  happened  to  fall  at  the  same  time, 
which  was  kept  by  the  Hebrews  as  a  most  holy 
;uid  mo-t  eminent  feast.     So  they  carried  the 
hric  and  the  tabernacle  which  Moses  had  pitch- 
ed, and  all  the  vessels  that  were  for  ministra- 
tiiMi  tu  tlie  sacrifices  of  God,  and  removed  them 
to  tbe  tcmple.t    The  king  himself,  and  all  the 
pi-ople  and  the  Levites,  went  before,  rendering 
I  he  ground  moist  with  sacrifices,  and  dnnk- 
.nferings,  and  the  blood  of  a  great  number  ot 
otilatiuns,  and  burning  an  immense  quantity 
of  Incense:    and  this  till  the  very  air  itself 
every  where  round  about  was  so  full  of  these 
odours,  that  it  met.  in  a  most  agreeable  man- 
iH-r,  persons  at  a  great  distance,  and  was  an 
indication   of   Gods  presence,  and,  as  men's 
o;iinion  was,  of  his  haliitation  with  them  in 
this  newly-built  and  consecrated  place,  for  they 
<!irt  not  grow  weary,  either  of  singing  hymns, 
or  of  dancing,  until  they  came  to  the  temple; 
and  in  this  manner  did  they  carry  the  ark: 
l>iit  wlien  thev  should  transfer  it  into  the  most 
secret  places,' the  rest  of  the  multitude  went 
aivay,  and  only  those  priests  that  carried  it  set 
it  between  the  two  cherubims,  which  embra- 
cing it   with   their  wings  (for  so  they  were 
framed  by  the  artificer),  they  covered  it,  as  un- 
der a  teii't  or  a  cupola.    Now  the  ark  contained 

a  fc«  ciibin  more  flrviitwi  than  the  middle  court,  the 
court  ol  I.riel.  and  ihat  much  more  wn  the  court  of  the 
i.ueMselev^lr^  several  cuWu  above  the  outmo-t  court. 
Jince  the  curt  of  Israel  was  lower  than  tl«  one,  and 
hi;her  than  the  other,  ,        . 

.  The  Sept.iajint  saj.  that  "  thej  prepare.1  timh.  r  ann 
Moaes  •."  huild  the  trmple  l.ir  three  years."  I  K.n;>e.  1-; 
end  althousU  neither  our  pre«ent  Hebrew  copy,  nor  Jo- 
aechus.  directly  name  that  number  uC  years,  yet  do  th.'y 
r.jli  s,y  Ilie  bu.ilii.i;  ilM:1t  did  nulbecin  nil  >o:umon'> 
f^urtli  year:  and  both  speik  of  the  iireparation  of  mate- 
ciau  beforehand.  I  Kinp-s  i.  IS;  Antiq.  b.viii.ch  4,  sect 
I  I'bere  i>  no  reason,  tnerefore.  to  alter  the  Stplua^inl's 
n'u  nher  hut  we  are  to  suppi.se  three  years  to  have  been 
the  just  time  of  Ihe  preparation,  as  1  h.ive  don.-  in  my 
c/„npul;.iiun  o(  the  expense  in  huildins  the  temple. 

+  This  s.ilemn  removal  of  llie  ;irk  from  mount  Sinn 
t  .  oiount  Mori.h.  at  the  d.atince  of  al.n..st  three  uoar. 
t.T.  of  a  mile,  c  .ufutet  that  n.ition  of  the  m.)dern  Jews, 
aiul  followed  by  many  Chrisluins  also,  as  )'  those  tw" 
Were,  alter  a  sort,  oiu-  an.l  the  s..me  luountain:  lor  wh.ch 
Uieie  i>,  I  think,  very  little  foundattoo. 
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nothing  else  but  those  ttvo  tables  of  stone  that 
preserved  the  ten  commandments,  which  God 
spake  to  Moses  in  mount  Sinai,  and  which  • 
were  engraved  upon  tbeni;  but  they  set  the 
candlestick,  and  the  table,  and  the  golden  altar 
in  the  temple,  before  the  most  secret  place,  in 
the  very  same  places  wherein  they  stood  till 
that  time  in  the  tabernacle.  So  they  offered 
up  the  dailv  sacrifices;  but  for  the  brazen 
ultar,  Solomon  set  it  before  the  temple,  over 
against  the  door,  that  when  the  door  was  open- 
ed, it  might  be  exposed  to  right,  and  the 
sacred  solemnities,  and  the  richness  of  the 
sacrifices,  niigVt  be  thence  seen;  and  all  the 
rest  of  the  vessels  they  gathered  together,  and 
put  them  within  the  temple. 

•2.  Now,  as  soon  as  the  priests  had  put  all 
things  in  ordcp  about  the  ark,  and  were  gone 
out,  there  came  down  a  thick  cloud,  and  stood 
there;  and  spread  itself  after  a  gentle  man- 
ner, into  the  temple:  such  a  clotiil  it  was  as 
was    difTused   and    temperate,  — not    such    a 
rough  one  as  we  see  full  of  rain  in  the  win- 
ter season.   This  cloud  so  darkened  the  place, 
that    one    priest   could   not  discern  ancther; 
but  it  afforded  to  the  minds  of  all  a  visible 
image  and  glorious  appeareiice  of  God's  hav- 
ing  descended   into  this  temple,  and  of  his 
having  gladly  pitched  bis  tabernacle  therein. 
So  these  men  were  intent  upon  this  thought; 
but  Solomon  rose  up  (.for  he  was  sitting  be- 
fore), and   used   such  words   to  God  as   he 
thought  agreeable  to  the  divine  nature  to  re- 
ceive, and  fit  for  him  to  give;  — for  he  said. 
"  Thou  hast  an  eternal  house,  O   Lord,  and 
such  a  one  as  thou  hast  createil  for  thyself 
out  of  thine  own  works;  — we  know  it  to  be 
tlie  heaven,  and  the  air,  and  the  earth,  and 
the  sea,  which  thou  pcrvadest,  nor  art  tliou 
contained  within  their  limits.      I  have  indeed 
luiilt  this  temple  to  thee,  and  thy  name,  that 
from  thence,  when  we  sacrifice,  and  perform 
sacred  operations,  we  may  send  our  prayers 
up  into  the  air,  and  may  constantly  believe 
that  thou  art  present,  and  art  not  remote  from 
what  is  thine  own;    for  neither  when    thou 
seest  all  things,  and  hearest  all  things,  nor  now, 
\vheu  it  pleases  thee  to  dwell  here,  dost  thou 
leave  off  the  care  of  all  men,  but  rather  thou 
art  very  near  to  them  all,  but  especially  thou 
art  present  to  those  that  address  themselves 
to  thee,  whether  by  night  or  by  day."    \\'hcn 
1  he   had   thus  solemnly  addressed  himself    to 
God,  he  converteil  his  tliscourse  to  the  mul- 
titude, and   strongly   represented   the   pow-er 
and-  providence  of   God  to  them;  — hew  he 
hail  sho«ni  all  things  that  were  come  to  pa.ss 
to  David  his  father,  as  many  of  those  thing? 
li,id  already  come  to  pass,  and  the  rest  would 
c-rtainlv  come    to   pass  hereafter;    and  how 
lie  hati  given  him  iiis  name,  and  told  to  David 
,vhat  he  should  be  called  before  he  was  born; 
,ind  foretold,  that  when  he  shoiilil  be  king  af- 
rer  his  father's  death,  he  should  buihl  him  a 
temple,  which  since  they  saw  accoiupUshed, 


222 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS. 


BOOK  VIII. 


according  to  his  prediction;  he  required  them 
to  bless  God,  and  by  believing  him,  from  the 
fright  ol'  what  they  had  seen  accomplished,  ne- 
ver to  despair  of  any  thing  that  he  had  pro- 
njised  for  the  future,  in  order  to  their  happi- 
ness, or  suspect  that  it  would  not  come  to  pass 
J.  ^^'hen  the  king  had  thus  discoursed  to 
the  multitude,  he  looked  again  towards  the 
temple,  and  lifting  up  his  right  hand  to  the 
multitude,  he  said,  "  It  is  not  possible  by  what 
men  can  do  to  return  sutlicient  thanks  to  God 
for  his  benefits  bestowed  upon  them,  for  the 
Deity  stands  in  need  of  nothing,  and  is  above 
any  such  requital ;  but  so  far  as  we  have  been 
made  superior,  O  Lord,  to  other  animals  by 
thee,  it  becomes  us  to  bless  thy  Majesty,  and 
it  is  necessary  for  us  to  return  thee  thanks 
for  what  thou  hast  bestowed  upon  our  house, 
and  on  the  Hebrew  people;  for  with  what 
other  instrument  can  we  better  appease  thee, 
when  thou  art  angry  at  us,  or  more  properly 
preserve  thy  favour,  than  with  our  voice; 
which,  as  we  have  it  from  the  air,  so  do  we 
know  that  by  that  air  it  ascends  upwards  [to- 
wards thee].  I  therefore  ought  myself  to 
return  thee  thanks  thereby,  in  the  first  place, 
concerning  my  father,  whom  thou  hast  raised 
from  obscurity  unto  so  great  joy;  and,  in 
the  next  place,  concerning  myself,  since  thou 
hast  performed  all  that  thou  hast  promised 
unto  this  very  day;  and  I  beseech  thee,  for 
the  time  to  come,  to  afford  us  whatsoever 
tliou,  O  God,  hast  power  to  bestow  on  such 
as  thou  dost  esteem;  and  to  augment  our 
house  for  all  ages,  as  thou  hast  promised  to 
iJavid  my  father  to  do,  both  in  his  lifetime 
and  at  his  death,  that  our  kingdom  shall  con- 
tinue, and  that  his  posterity  should  successive- 
ly receive  it  to  ten  thousand  generations.  Do 
not  thou  therefore  fail  to  give  us  these  bless- 
uigs,  and  to  bestow  on  my  children  that  rir- 
tue  in  which  thou  delightest!  and  besides  all 
this,  I  humbly  beseech  thee,  that  thou  wilt 
let  some  portion  of  thy  Spirit  come  down  and 
inhabit  in  this  temple,  that  thou  mayest  ap- 
pear to  be  with  us  upon  earth.  As  to  thy- 
self, the  entire  heavens,  and  the  immensity 
of  the  things  that  are  therein,  are  but  a  small 
habitation  for  thee,  much  more  is  this  poor 
temple  so ;  but  I  entreat  thee  to  keep  it  as  thine 
own  house,  from  being  destroyed  by  our  ene- 
mies for  ever,  and  to  take  care  of  it  as  thine 
owTi  possession;  but  if  this  people  be  found 
tu  have  sinned,  and  be  thereupon  afflicted 
by  thee  with  any  plague,  because  of  their 
sin,  as  with  dearth,  or  pestilence,  or  any  other 
alhiction  which  thou  usest  to  indict  on  those 
that  transgress  any  of  thy  holy  laws,  and  if 
they  8y  all  of  them  to  this  temple,  beseech- 
ing thee,  and  begging  of  thee  to  deliver  them, 
then  do  thou  hear  their  prayers,  as  being 
within  thine  house,  and  have  mercy  upon 
ttiem,  and  deliver  them  from  their  afflictions! 
nay,  moreover,  this  help  is  what  I  implore  of 
thee,  not  for  the  Hebrews  only,  when  they 


are  in  distress,  but  when  any  shall  come 
hither  from  any  ends  of  the  world  whatso- 
ever, and  shall  return  from  their  sins  and  im* 
plore  thy  pardon,  do  thou  then  pardon  them, 
and  hear  their  prayer!  for  hereby  all  shall 
lear.i  that  thou  thyself  wast  pleased  with  the 
building  of  this  bouse  for  thee;  and  thalt  we 
are  not  ourselves  of  an  unsociable  nature,  nor 
behave  ourselves  like  enemies  to  such  as  are 
not  of  our  own  people,  but  are  wUling  that 
thy  assistance  should  be  communicated  by 
thee  to  all  men  in  common,  and  that  they 
may  have  the  enjoyment  of  thy  benefits  be- 
stowed upon  them." 

4.  When  Solomon  had  said  this,  and  had 
cast  himself  upon  the  ground,  and  worshipped 
a  long  time,  he  rose  up  and  brought  sacri- 
fices to  the  altar;  and  when  he  had  filled  it 
with  unblemished  victims,  he  most  evidently 
discovered  that  God  had  with  pleasure  ac- 
cepted of  all  that  he  had  sacrificed  to  him,  for 
there  came  a  fire  running  out  of  the  air,  and 
rushed  with  violence  upon  the  altar,  in  the 
sight  of  all,  and  caught  hold  of  and  consumed 
the  sacrifices.  Now,  when  this  divine  appear- 
ance was  seen,  the  people  supposed  it  to  be  a 
demonstration  of  God's  abode  in  the  temple, 
and  were  pleased  with  it,  and  fell  down  upon 
the  ground,  and  worshipped.  Upon  which 
the  king  began  to  bless  God,  and  exhorted 
the  multitude  to  do  the  same,  as  now  having 
sufficient  indications  of  God's  favourable  dis- 
position to  them;  and  to  pray  that  they  might 
always  have  the  like  ijidications  from  him, 
and  that  he  would  preserve  in  them  a  mind 
pure  from  all  wickedness,  in  righteousness 
and  religious  worship,  and  that  they  might 
continue  in  the  observation  of  those  precepts 
which  God  had  given  them  by  Moses,  because 
by  that  means  the  Hebrew  nation  would  be 
happy,  and  indeed  the  most  blessed  of  all  na- 
tions among  all  mankind.  He  exhorted  them 
also  to  be  mindful,  that  by  what  methods  they 
had  attained  their  present  good  things,  by  the 
same  they  must  preserve  them  sure  to  them- 
selves, and  make  them  greater,  and  more  than 
they  were  at  present;  for  that  it  was  not  suf- 
ficient for  them  to  suppose  they  had  received 
them  on  account  of  their  piety  and  righteous- 
ness, but  that  they  had  no  other  way  of  pre- 
serving them  for  the  time  to  come;  for  that 
it  Is  not  so  great  a  thing  for  men  to  acquire 
somewhat  which  they  want,  as  to  preserve 
what  they  have  acquired,  and  to  be  guilty  of 
no  sin,  whereby  it  may  be  hurt. 

5.  So  when  the  king  had  spoken  thus  to 
*he  multitude,  he  dissolved  the  cong'-egation, 
lut  not  till  he  had  completed  his  ohktions, 
)oth  for  himself  and  for  the  Hebrews,  inso- 
;nuch  that  he  sacrificed  twenty  and  two  thou- 
sand oxen,  and  a  hundred  and  twenty  thon- 
>and  sheep;  for  then  it  was  that  the  temple 
did  first  of  all  taste  of  the  victims;  anil  all  the 
Hebrews,  with  their  wives  and  children,  feint- 
ed therein:    nay.  besides  this,  the  Ian*  tbtu 
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observed  splendidly  Mid  magniftcently  the 
feast  which  IS  caUed  the  Feast  oj  Tahernacl.s 
belore  the  temple,  tor  twice  seven  days  and 
he  then  feasted  together  ^.-.th  all  the  people. 

6    When  all  these  solemmUes  were  abun- 
dantly  satisfied,  and  nothing  was  omitted  that 
eonJmed  the  divine  worship,  the  lang  dis- 
missed them;   and  every  one  went  to  the^r 
own  homes,  giving  thanks  to  the  king  for  the 
oare  he  had  taken  of  them,  and  the  works  he 
bad  done  for  them;  and  prajing  to  God  to 
preserve  Solomon  to  be  their  king  for  a  long 
time      They  also  took  their  journey  home 
with  rt^oicing,  and  making  merry,  and  sing- 
ing hymns  to  God:    and  indeed  the  pleasure 
they  enjoyed,  took  away  the  sense  of  the  pains 
they  all   underwent  in  their  journey  home. 
So  when  they  had  brought  the  ark  "'to  the 
temple,  and  had  seen  its  greatness,  and  how 
tine  it  was,  and  bad  been  partakers   of  the 
,nany  sacrifices  that  had  been  offered,  and  of 
the  fesUvals  that  had  been  soleraniLed,  they 
every  one  returned  to  their  own  ciUes.     But 
.  dream  that  appeare.l  to  the  kmg  in  his  sleep, 
i„f„rm.d  him,  that  God  had  heard  his  pray- 
ers: and  that  he  would  not  only  preserve  the 
temple,  but  would  always  abide  in  it;  that  is, 
in  cLe  bis  posterity  and  the  whole  multitude 
would  be  righteous.     And  for  himself,  it  said, 
that  if  he  continued  according  to  the  admo- 
uitions  of  his  tather,  he  would  advance  him 
to  an  immense  degree  of  dignity  and  happi- 
oe.,.  and  that  then  his  posterity  should  be 
kiairs  i.f  that  country,  of  the  tribe  of  Judah, 
fo^Tver;  bBt  that  still,  if  he  should  be  found 
.betrayer  of  the  ordinances  of  th«  law,  ami 
forget  them,  and  turn  away  to  .he  «_o^^l"P  "f 
strange  gods,  he  would  cut  him  off  by  the 
^       Tootst  an^l  wiuld  neither  suffer  any  remamder 
of  bis  f.tmily  to  continue,  nor  would  overlook 
the   people   of   brael,  or  preserve  them  any 
longe,  from  ^.mictions,  but  woulu  utterly  de- 
stroy them  wHh  ten  thousand  wars  and  mis- 
fortunes;    would  cast  them  out  of   the  land 
which  he  had  given  their  fathers,  and  make 
them  soiourners  in  strange  lands;  and  debver 
that  temple  which  was  now  built,  to  be  burnt 
and  spoihMl  by  their  enemies;    and  that  city 
to  be  utU-rly  overthrown  by  the  bands  ol  their 
enemies,  and  make  their  miseries  deserve  to 
be  a  proverb,  and  such  as  should  very  hare  ly 
be  credited  f-.r  their  stupendous  magnitude, 
till  their  neighbours,  when  they  should  hear 
of  them,  should  wonder  at  their  calamities, 
and   verv  earnestly  inquire  for  the  occasion, 
why  the'  Hebrews,  who  had  been  so  far  ad- 
vanced by  God    to  such   glory   and   wealthy 
should  be  then  so  hated  by  him?     And  that 
the  answer  that  should  be  made  by  the  re- 
mainder of  the  people  should  be.  by  confess. 
ine  their  s-ins,  and  their  transgression  ot  the 
latvs  of  their  country.      Accordingly,  we  h:.ve 
it  transmitted  to  us  in  writing,  that  thus  did 
God  speak  to  Solomon  m  his  sleep. 
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HOW  BOLOMOS  BUILT  HIMSELF  A.  BOY.*L  PA- 
LACE  VERV  COSTLY  AND  SPLENOnj;  AND 
how'  HE  SOLVED  THE  RIDDLES  WHICF 
WEaE  SENT  HIM  BY  UIHAM. 

S    1     Aftee   the   buUding   of   the   teinplc. 
which,  as  we  have  before  said,  was  finished 
in  seven  years,  the  king  laid  the  foundation 
of  his  palace,  which  he  did  not  finish  under 
thirteen  years;  for  he  «-as  not  equally  zeidous 
in  the  budding  of  this  palace  as  he  had  been 
about  the  temple:    for  as  to  that.  tiou£  it 
was  a  great  work,   and  required   wonderful 
and  surprising  a,.pUcation,  yet  God  for  ^■hom 
it  was  made,  so  far  co-operated  therewit^ 
that    it    was    finished   in    the    torement.oned 
number  of  years;  but  the  palace,  which  was 
a  building  much   inferior   in   dignity  to   the 
temple,  both  on  account  that  its  materials  had 
,„,t   been    so    long  beforehand  gotten  ready, 
„or  had  been  so  zealously  prepared,  and  on 
account  that  this  was  only  a  habitation   lor 
kings,  and   not   for   God,  it   was   longer   in 
finishing.     However,  this  building  was  rmsed 
so  magnificently,  as  suited  the  happy  .late  of 
the  Hebrews,  and  of  the  king  thereof:   but 
it  is  necessary  that  I  describe  the  entire  struc 
ture  and  disposition  of  the  parts,  that  so  those 
that  light  upon  this  book  may  thereby  make 
a  conjecture,  and,  as  it  were,  liave  a  prospect 
of  its  magnituile. 

2  This  house  was  a  large  and  curious 
buihling,  and  was  supported  by  many  pillar^ 
which  Solomon  built  to  contain  a  niultituile 
fur  bearing  causes,  and  taking  cogniz:incc  ol 
suits.  It  was  sulTiciently  capacious  to  con- 
tain  a  great  body  of  men,  who  would  conic 
together  to  have  their  c:iuses  determined.  I'. 
was  a  hundred  cubits  long,  and  filty  broail. 
and  thirty  high,  supported  by  quadrangular 
pillars,  which  were  all  of  cedar;  but  its  roul 
was  according  to  the  Corinthian  order,  with 
folding  doors,  and  their  adjoinmg  pillars  ol 
equal  magmtude,  each  Buted  with  three  cavi- 

•  Thi«  mention  of  the  Corinthian  ornaments  of  ar<-hi- 
teclnt*  in  Solomon's  palare  bj  Josephus, jiecina  o  .« 
fere  "t  do,vn  l,y  »»y  of  prolep,!.:  for  '"ho"?"  ;•  -P", 
neirs  to  me  tliat  the  (ireclan  anil  Roman  mo^  ancie.il 
^MerVofTrc  i.tecnire  were  taken  from  Solomon',  temple 

^;';::^'i;^3r^a=':^rvrc^n:.r 
Sir;r^"!:^:i^;^?^f-9S 

»,"tbout  depute,  much  older  than  <f","'"!"  °'  ""°^ 
However"  upon  .orae  trial,  1  conle.s  I  have  "«  h"^"^ 
hl^n  ab'e  fullv  to  under.land  the  struclure  o  this  palace 
Srsolomon  either  a,  de«r,hed  in  '>'^,  f'»le',  or  even 
with  the  additional  help  ol  this  descnpnon  here  by  Jok 

rmea;^Je^^-S^-^^^--SS 

brhfc::?r:/rt^'rniiL'r^":  riir;:^^ 

half  lOi  £|iypUall  aroura,  M  acre  .«J  JJ«a  »••  «• 
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ties:   which  building  ^va3   at  once  firm  and 
very  omamcntal.     There   was   also  another 
house  so  ordered,  that  its  entire  breadth  was 
placed  in  the  middle;    it  was   quadrangular, 
and  its  breadth  was  thirty  cubits,  having  a 
.emple  over  against  it,  raised  upon  massy  pil- 
lars; in  which  temple  there  was  a  large  and 
very  glorious  room,  wherein  the  king  sat  in 
Vadgment.   To  this  was  joined  another  house, 
tliat  was   built  for  his  queen.     There  were 
nther  smaller  edifices  for  diet,  and  for  sleep, 
nfter   public   matters  were   over;    and  these 
w  ere  all  floored  with  boards  of  cedar.     Some 
of  these   Solomon  built  with  stones  of  ten 
cubits,  and  wainscoted  the  walls  with  other 
stones  that  were  sawed,  and  were  of  great 
vulue,  such  as  are  dug  out  of  the  earth  for 
the  ornaments  of  temples,  and  to  make  fine 
prospects  in  royal  palaces,  and  which  make 
the    mines    whence    they    are    dug    famous. 
Now  the  contexture  of  the  curious  workman- 
ship of  these  stones  was  in  three  rows,  but 
the  fourth  row  would  make  one  admire  its 
sculptures,  whereby  were  represented  trees, 
and  alj  sorts  of  plants,  with  the  shades  that 
arose   from   their   branches,  and  leaves  that 
hung   dowTi   from   them.     Those   trees    and 
pla/its   covered   the  stone  that  was  beneath 
them,  and  their  leaves  were  wrought  so  pro- 
dlgioos    thin    and   subtile,    that   you   would 
thitik   they  were   in  motion;    but  the  other 
part,  up  to  the  roof,  was  plastered  over,  aiid, 
as  it  were,  embroidered  with  colours  and  pic- 
tures.     He,   moreover,   built   other   edifices 
for  pleasure ;  as  also  \-ery  long  cloisters,  and 
those  situate  in  an  agreeable  place  of  the  pa- 
lace;  and  among  them  a  most   glorious   di 
ning-room,  for  feastings  and  compotations,  and 
full  of  gold,  and  such  other  furniture  as  so 
fine  a  room  ought  to  have  for  the  convenieocj- 
of  the  guests,  and  where  all  the  vessels  were 
made  of  gold.     Now  it  is  ver)'  hard  to  reck- 
on up  the  magnitude  and  the  variety  of  the 
royal   apartments;    how   many   rooms   there 
were  of  the  largest  sort,  how  many  of  a  big- 
ness  inferior  to  those,  and  how  many  that 
were  subterraneous   and  invisible;    the  curi- 
osity of  those  that  enjoyed  the  fresh  air;  and 
the  groves  for  the  most  delightful  prospect, 
for   the   avoiding   the  heat,  and  covering  of 
their  bodies.     And  to  say  all  in  brief,  Solo- 
mon  made   the   whole   building   entirely   of 
white  stone,  and  cedar-wood,  and  gold,  and 
silver.      He  also  adorned  the  roofs  and  walk 
with  stones  set  in  gold,  and  beautified  them 
therehy  in  the  same  manner  as  he  had  beau- 
tified the  temple  of  God  with  the  like  stones. 
He  also  made  himself  a  throne  of  prodigious 
bigT,ess,  of  ivory,  constructed  as  a  seat  of  jus- 
tice, and  ha«ng  six  steps  to  it ;  on  every  one 
ol  which  stood,  on  each  end  of  the  step,  two 
lioiis,  two    other    lions  standing  above  also; 
but  a1  the  sitting  place  of  the  throne,  hands 
c&ine  out,  and  received  the  king;  and  when 
he  sat  backward,  he  rekled  <m  half  s  bullock, 
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that  looked  towards  his  back ;  but  still  aff 
was  fastened  together  with  gold. 

3.  AVhen  Solomon  bad  completed  «1!  this 
in  twenty  years'  time,  because  Hiram  king  of 
Tvre  had  contributed  a  great  deal  of  golil, 
and  more  silver  to  these  buildings,  as  alsw 
cedar-wood  and  pine-wood,  he  also  renardcrt 
Hiram  with  rich  presents;  corn  he  sent  him 
also  year  by'year,  and  wine  and  oil,  which 
were  the  principal  things  that  he  stood  in 
need  of,  because  he  inhabited  an  island,  as 
we  have  already  said.  And  besides  these, 
he  granted  him  certain  cities  of  Galilee,  twen- 
ty in  number,  that  lay  not  far  from  Tyre; 
which,  when  Hiram  went  to,  and  viewed,  and 
did  not  like  the  gift,  he  sent  word  to  Solo- 
mon that  he  did  not  want  such  cities  as  they 
were;  and  after  that  time  those  cities  were 
called  the  land  of  Cabul;  which  name,  if  it 
be  interpreted  according  to  the  language  of 
the  Phoenicians,  denotes  what  dots  not  please. 
Moreover,  the  king  of  Tyre  sent  sophisms 
and  enigmatical  sayings  to  Solomon,  and  de- 
sired  he  would  soh-e  them,  and  free  then* 
from  the  amhignity  that  was  in  them.  Now 
of  so  sagacious  an  understanding  was  Solo- 
mon, that  none  of  these  problems  were  too 
hard  for  him ;  but  be  conquered  them  all  by 
his  reasonings,  and  discovered  their  hidden 
meaning,  and  brought  it  to  light.  Menan- 
der  also,  one  who  translated  the  Tjrrian  ar- 
chives out  of  the  dialect  of  the  Phoenicians 
into  the  Greek  language,  makes  mention  ot 
thc«e  tw  0  kings,  where  he  says  thus:—"  When 
Abibalus  was  dead,  his  son  Hiram  received 
the  kingdtwn  from  him,  who,  when  he  had 
lived  fifty-thrc*  years,  reigned  thirty-four. 
He  raised  a  bank  m  the  large  place,  and  de- 
dicated the  golden  pilVr  which  is  in  Jupitcr'j 
temple.  He  also  went  and  cut  down  mate- 
rials of  timber  out  of  the  mountain  railed  Li- 
banus,  for  the  roof  of  temples;  and  when  he 
had  pulled  down  the  ancient  temples,  he- 
both  built  the  tentple  of  Hercules  and  that  oJ 
.\starte;  and  he  first  set  up  the  temple  of 
Hercules  in  the  month  Peritius;  he  also  made 
an  expedition  against  the  Euchh  [or  Titii],' 
who  did  not  pay  their  tribute;  and  when  he 
had  subdued  them  to  himself  he  returned. 
Under  this  king  there  Avas  Abdemon,  a  very 
youth  in  age,  who  always  conquered  the  dit- 
ficuH  problems  which  Solomon,  king  of  Je- 
rusalem, commanded  Irim  to  explain."  Pius 
also  makes  mention  of  him,  where  he  sajs 
thus:  —  **  "When  Abibalus  was  dead,  his  son 
Hiram  reigned.  He  raised  the  eastern  parts 
of  the  city  higher,  and  made  the  city  itsclt 
larger.  He  also  joined  the  temple  of  .Jupi- 
ter, which  before  stood  by  itself,  to  the  city, 
by  raising  a  bank  in  the  middle  between  them ; 
and  he  adorned  it  with  donations  of  gold, 
Moreover,  he  went  up  to  Mount  Libanus 
and  cut  down  materials  of  wood  for  the  build 
ing  of  the  ten.ples."  He  says  also,  that 
"  Solomon,  who  was  theu  kirig  of  Jerusalem. 
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»»nt  riddles  to  Hiram,  and  desired  to  receive 
the  like  from  hioi;  but  that  he  who  could 
not  solve  them  should  pay  money  to  them 
that  did  solve  them;  «ud  that  Hiram  ac- 
cepted the  conditions;  and  when  he  was  not 
able  to  solve  the  riddles  [proposed  by  So- 
lomon], be  paid  a  great  deal  of  money  for 
bis  fine  ;  but  that  he  afterwards  did  solve  the 
proposed  riddles  by  means  of  Abdemon,  a 
man  of  Tvre;  aiid  that  Uirsm  proposed 
other  riddles,  which,  when  Solomon  could 
not  solve,  he  paid  back  a  great  deal  of 
money  to  Hiram."  This  it  is  which  Dius 
UTOte. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


BOW  SOLOMON  FORTIFIED  TllK  CITY  OF  JEKU- 
PALtM,  AND  BUILT  GBIAT  CITIKS:  AND 
HOW  HK  BKO'JGHT  SOME  OF  THE  CANAAS- 
ITi;s  INTO  SUBJI-XTIOS,  AND  ENTERTAINED 
THE  QUEEN  OF  EGVET  AND  OF  ETHIOPIA. 


§   1.    Now  when  the  kin?  saw  that  the  walls  of 
Jerusalem  stood  in  need  of  being  better  se- 
cured,  and  made  stronger  (for  he  thought  the 
walls  that  encompassed  Jerusalem  ought  to 
correspond  to  the  dignity  of  the  city;  he  lioth 
repaired  them  and   made   them    highir,  with 
great  towers  upon  them  ;    he  also  built  cities 
which  might  he  counted  among  the  strongest, 
ILizor    and    .Megiddo,   and   the   third   Gezer, 
which  had  indeed  belonged  to  the  Philistines; 
hut  Pharaoh,  the  king  of  Egypt,   had   made 
an  expedition  against  it,  and  besieged^t,  and 
taken  it  by  force;  and   wlien  he  had  slain  all 
its  inhabitants,  he  utterly  overthrew  it,  and 
gave  it  as  a  present  to  his  daughter,  who  had 
been   married  to  Solomon :    for  which  reason 
the  king  rebuilt  it,  as  a  city  that  was  natu- 
rally strong,  and  might  be  useful  in  wars,  and 
theniutatioiis  of  affairs  that  sometimes  hap- 
pen.     Moreover,  he  built  two  other  cities  not  , 
far  from  it;   Ueth-horon  was  the  name  of  one  I 
of    them,  and  Balaath    of    the    other.       He 
also  built  otlier  cities  that  lay  conveniently 
for  these,  in  order  to  the  enjoyment  of  plea- 
sures and   delicacies  in  them,   such  as  were 
naturally  of  a  good  temperature  of  the  air, 
and  agreeable  for   fruit*  ripe  in  their  proper 
seasons,  and  well  watered  with  springs.    Nay, 
Solomon  went  as  far  as  the  desert  above  Sy- 
ria,   and    possessed   himself  of  it,    nnd  built 
tiiere  a  verv  great  city,  which  was  distant  two 
days'  journey  from  the  Upper  Syria,  and  one 
day's  journey  from   Euphrates,  and  six  long 
davs'  iournev  from  Babylon  the  Great.    Now 
the  reason  why  this  city  lay  so  remote  from 
the  parts  of  Syria  that  are  inhabited,  is  this: 
1  h!it  below  there  is  no  water  to  be  had,  and 
mat  it  is  in  that   place  only  that   there  are 
springs  and   |iits  of    water.       When    he    had 
therefore  buih  lb'*  -Jty,  »nd  encompassed  it 


with  verv  strong  walls,  he  gave  it  the  naine 
.if  Tadm'or;  and  that  is  the  name  it  is  still 
railed  bv  at  this  day  among  the  Syrians;  but 
the  Greeks  name  it  Palnnra. 

•>     Now  Solomon  the  king  was  at  this  time 
en'aged  in  building  these  cities.     But  if  any 
inquire    why   all    the    kings  'of  Egypt    from 
Menes    whb  built  Memphis,  and  was  mmr 
years  earlier   than   our  forefather    Abraham 
'until  Solomon,  where  the  interval  was  more 
than  one  thousand  three  hundred  years,  were 
Killed   Pharaohs,  and  took  it  from  ..ne    Pha- 
raoh that  lived  after  the  kings  of  that  inter- 
val, I  think  it  necessary  to  inform  them  of  it, 
and  this  in  order  to  cure  theii"  ignomnce,  and 
to  make  the  occasion  of  that  name  manifest. 
Pharaoh,  in  the   Egyptian  tongue,  signifies  a 
Ain/7.*  but  I  suppose   they  made  use  ot  other 
names  from  their  childbowl;   but  when  they 
were  made  kings,  thev  changed  them  into  the 
name  which,   in  their   o«ii  tongue,   denoted 
their  aulhoritv  ;   for  thus  it  was  also  that  the 
kings  of  Alevaiidria,  who  were  c.illed  tormerly 
by   other   names   when  they  took   the  king- 
dom, were  named  Ptolemies,  from  their  first 
king.      The  Koman  emperors  also  were,  from 
their  nativity,  called  by  other  names,  but  iirc 
styled  C'lESiirs,  their  empire  and  their  dignity 
imposing  that  name  upon  them,  nnd  not  suffer- 
ing them  to  continue  in  those  names  which  their 
fathers  gave  Ihein.  T  suppose  also  that  Herodo- 
tus of  llalicarnassus.  when  he  said  there  w_erc 
three  hundre.1  and  thirty  kings  of  Egypt  after 
Menes,  who  built  Memphis,  did  therefore  not 
tell  us  their  names,  because  they  were  in  com- 
moncalleil  Pharaohs;  lorwhennftertheir  death 
there  was  a  qtieeu  reigned,  he  calls  her  by  her 
name  Sicaule,  as  thereby  rlcclaring.  that  while 
the  kings  were  of  the  male  line,  and  so  ad. 
initted  of  the  same  name,  while  a  woman  did 
not  admit  the  same,  he  did  therefore  set  dorni 
that  her  name,  which  she  could  not  naturally 
have.      As  for  mvself,  1  have  discovered  trora 
our  own  books  that  after  Pharaoh,  the  lalher- 
in-law  of  Solomon,  no  other  king  of  Egypt 
.lid  any  longer  use  that  name;  and  that  it  was 
I  after  that  time  when  the  forenamed  queen  o' 
'  Egypt   and    Ethiopia   came  to  Solomon,  con- 
cerning whom  we  shall  inform  the  reader  pre- 
sently ;    but    1   have   now   made   mentnm   of 
these  things,  that  I  may  prove  that  our  books 


•  This  5i<>nilloal  on  of  the  ramf  I'haraoh  ajiprars  to 
he  truf.  nut  whal  Jowphns  •«»  prrwnlly.  thai  no 
kma  ..(  Ej>pl  wascallrd  I'haraoh  aftiT  .Solomon  sfallwr- 
in-law.  ilo.:»  hardly  aijrfe  to  our  ropifJ.  "huh  haTe 
l,.n-  »ftfr>v..rH.  Ihf  nr„nrs  of  Pharioli  NKh..h  and 
Pharaoh  llophrah  (J  K.nti.  xii.i.  'JBi  Jer.  xhv.  .V): 
h.s,  Irs  the  fre.p.e..t  n.pnii.i.i  "f  >hal  n..ro.-  in  Ihe  pro- 
phet.  H..«eve,,  J..,rphu,  himself,  in  his  own  speech 
to  the  Jews  (Of  the  War.  b.  v.  chap.  1^.  sect.  4),  speaks  of 
Nechao,  who  was  also  called  I'haraob,  as  the  name  of 
that  linl!  of  E»vpt  wilh  whom  Abraham  was  concern, 
ed  of  which  nime  Nechao  yet  we  have  elsewhere  no 
menlion  till  the  days  of  J..siah,  bnt  only  of  Pli"^°h. 
(nJ  indeed  it  must  be  confessed  that  h'"^- »"'' ,"^?-  * 
we  have  more  mistakes  made  by  Josephus,  and  those 
relat  ns  to  the  kin^s  of  I  Hpt.  and  to  the  q"""  °' 
^x^pt  and  Ethiopia,  whom  he  snppose.  to  >»>«  f""' 
,o  see  Solomon,  than  slm-etanj  where  else  in  ill  hl» 
'  .^Dtiquities. 
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and  those  of  the  Egyptians  agree  together  in 
many  things. 

3  But  king  Solomon  subdued  to  himself 
the  remnant  of  the  Canaanites  that  had  not 
btfore  submitted  to  him;  —  those  I  mean  that 
dwelt  in  mount  Lebanon,  and  as  far  as  the 
city  Hainath;  and  ordered  them  to  pay  tri- 
bute. He  also  chose  out  of  them  every  year 
siL'h  as  were  to  serve  him  in  the  meanest 
p.lices,  and  to  do  his  domestic  works,  and  to 
follow  husbandry;  for  none  of  the  Hebrews 
were  servants  [in  such  low  employments]; 
nor  was  it  reasonable  that,  when  God  Lad 
brought  so  many  nations  under  their  power, 
tliey  should  de^^ress  their  own  people  to  such 
mean  offices  of  Ufe,  rather  than  those  nations; 
but  all  the  Israelites  were  concerned  in  war- 
like atfjiirs,  and  were  in  armour,  and  were  set 
over  the  ch;iriots  and  the  horses  rather  than 
letuling  the  life  of  slaves.  Ue  appointed  also 
five  hundred  and  fifty  rulers  over  those  Ca- 
naanites who  were  reduced  to  such  domestic 
slavery,  who  received  the  entire  care  of  them 
from  the  king,  and  instructed  them  in  those 
labours  and  operations  wherein  he  wanted 
their  assistance. 

4.  Moreover,  the  king  built  many  ships  in 
ll»e  Effvptian  Bay  of  the  Red  Sea,  in  a  cer- 
tain pbice  called  Ezion-geber:  it  is  now  called 
Lt*;reiiice,  and  is  not  far  from  the  city  Eioth. 
This  country  belonged  formerly  to  the  Jews, 
luid  became  useful  tor  shipping,  from  the  do- 
ujtiuns  of  Hiram,  king  of  Tyre;  for  he  sent  a 
suiUcient  number  of  men  thither  for  pilots, 
a.id  such  as  were  skiUul  in  navigation;  to 
whom  Solomon  gave  this  command:  That 
they  should  go  along  with  his  own  stewards  I 
to  the  land  that  was  of  old  called  Ophir,  but 
now  the  Aurea  Chersonesus,  which  belongs 
to  India,  to  fetch  him  gold.  And  when  they 
had  gathered  four  hundred  talents  together, 
they  returned  to  tbe  king  again. 

o.  There  was  then  a  woman,  queen  of 
Egypt  and  iCthiopia;'  she  was  inquisitive  into 
philosophy,  and  one  that  on  other  accounts 
:Uso  was  to  be  admired.  When  this  queen 
heard  of  the  virtue  and  prudence  of  Solo- 
mon, she  had  a  great  mind  to  see  him ;  and 
the  reports  that  went  every  day  abroad  in- 
duced her  to  come  to  him,  she  being  desirous 
to  be  satisfied  by  her  own  experience,  and  not 
iiy  a  bare  hearing  (for  reports  thus  heard  are 
likely  enough  to  comply  with  a  false  opinion, 
while  tliey  wholly  depend  on  the  credit  of  the 
relaters);  so  she  resolved  to  come  to  him,  and 
that  especially,  in  order  to  have  a  trial  of  his 

•  That  this  qne^n  of  Shf^ba  was  a  queen  of  Sabiea  in 
South  Arabia,  and  not  of  E^,'ypl.  and  Elhinpia.  as  .losp- 
phus  here  asst-rts.  is,  I  suppose,  now  generaliy  ai-reed; 
and  since  Sabaea  is  welt  kno»-n  to  be  a  country  near  the 
sea  in  the  sonih  of  Arabia  Felix,  which  1;iy  soittti  from 
Judea  also;  and  since  our  Saviour  calls  tiiis  queen 
"the  queen  of  the  south,"  and  says,  "she  Ciime  from 
the  utmost  parts  of  the  earlh  "  {  Malt  xii.  42;  l.iike  xi. 
31),  which  descriptions  a^ree  better  to  this  Arabia  than 
to  Esvpt  an-l  Ethiopia,  there  is  little  accaflion  for 
doubting  in  thij  matter. 


wisdom,  while  she  proposed  questions  of  very 
great  difficulty,  and  entreated  that  he  would 
solve  their  hidden  meaning.  Accordingly 
she  came  to  Jerusalem  \\'ith  great  splendour 
and  rich  furniture;  for  she  brought  with  her 
camels  laden  wnth  gold,  with  several  sorts  of 
sweet  spices,  and  with  precious  stones.  Now, 
upon  the  king's  kind  reception  of  her,  he  both 
showed  a  great  desire  to  ple;xse  her,  and  easily 
comprehending  in  his  mind  the  meaning  of 
the  curious  questions  she  propounded  to  him, 
he  resolved  them  sooner  than  any  body  could 
have  expected.  So  she  wai:  amazed  at  the 
wisdom  of  Solomon,  and  discovered  that  it 
was  more  excellent  upon  trial  than  what  she 
had  heard  by  report  beforehand;  and  espe- 
cially she  was  surprised  at  the  fineness  and 
largeness  of  his  royal  palace,  and  not  less  so  at 
the  good  order  of  the  apartments,  for  she  ob- 
served that  the  king  had  therein  shown  great 
wisdom;  but  she  was  beyond  measure  asto- 
nished at  the  house  which  was  called  the  /o* 
rei^t  of  Lebanon  ^  as  also  at  the  magnificence  of 
his  daily  table,  and  the  circumstances  of  its 
preparation  and  ministration,  with  the  apparel 
of  his  servants  that  waited,  and  the  skilful 
and  decent  management  of  their  att^ndanre: 
nor  was  she  less  affected  with  those  daily 
sacrifices  which  were  oflfered  to  God,  and  the 
careful  management  which  the  priests  and 
Levites  used  about  them.  When  she  saw 
this  done  every  day,  she  was  in  the  greate?tt 
admiration  imjiginable,  insomuch  that  she  was 
not  able  to  contain  the  surprise  she  was  in, 
but  openly  confessed  how  wonderfully  she 
was  affected;  for  she  proceeded  to  discourse 
with  tlie  king,  and  thereby  owned  that  she 
\\-as  overcome  with  admiration  at  the  things 
before  related ;  and  said,  '*  All  things,  in- 
deed, O  kijig,  that  came  to  our  knowledge 
by  report,  came  with  uncertainty  as  to  our 
belief  of  them;  but  as  to  those  good  things 
that  to  thee  appertain,  both  such  as  thou  thy- 
self possessest,  I  mean  wisdom  and  prudence, 
and  the  happiness  thou  hast  from  thy  king- 
dom, certaiidy  the  same  that  came  to  us  was 
no  falsity;  it  was  not  only  a  true  report,  but 
it  related  thy  happiness  after  a  much  lowe. 
manner  than  1  now  see  it  to  be  before  my 
eyes.  For  as  for  the  report,  it  only  attempted 
to  persuade  our  hearing,  but  did  not  so 
make  known  the  dignity  of  the  things  them- 
selves as  does  the  sight  of  theoi,  and  being 
present  among  them.  I,  indeed,  who  did 
not  believe  what  was  reported,  by  reason  of 
the  multitude  an<l  grandeur  of  the  things  I 
inquired  about,  do  see  them  to  be  much  more 
numerous  than  they  were  reported  to  be. 
Accordingly,  I  esteem  the  Hebrew  people, 
as  well  as  thy  servants  and  friends,  to  be 
happy,  who  enjoy  thy  presence,  and  hear  th; 
wisdom  every  day  continually.  One  would 
therefore  bless  God,  who  hath  so  loved  this 
I'ountry,  and  those  that  inhabit  therein,  as  to 
make  thee  king  over  them." 
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G.  Now  when  the  queen  ha<ltliu3(lemi>n-  ■/ timse  that  purchase  them;  for  those  we 
Btnited  in  words  how  deeply  the  kins  l^id  •P'"--'l«  "•'  «'<?'"e  to  the  sight  like  the  wood  of 
affected  her,  her  disposition  was  known  hy  din  fiiir-tree,  but  were  whiter  and  more 
certain  presents,  for  she  gave  him  iwouty  sliiniii;;.  Now  we  have  said  thus  much, 
talents  of  sold,  and  an  immense  quantity  liiat  Loi>ody  may  be  ignorant  of  the  ditfer- 
of  spices  and  precious  stones.  (They  say  cnce  between  tliese  sorts  of  wood,  nor  unac- 
also  that  wo  possess  the  root  of  that  bal-  |quaintt  <1  with  the  nature  of  the  genuine 
sam  which  our  country  still  bears  by  this  pine-tree;  and  we  thought  it  both  a  season- 
woman's  gift).*  Solomon  also  repaid  her  j  able  and  humane  thing  when  we  nieutionci 
with  many  good  things,  and  principally  by  \  it,  and  the  uses  the  king  made  of  it,  to  ex 
bestowing' upon  her  what  she  chose  of  her 
own  inclination,  for  there  was  nothing  that 
ehe  desired  which  he  denied  her;  and  as 
he  was  very  generous  and  liberal  in  his 
own  temper,  so  did  he  show  the  greatness 
of  his  soul  in  bestowing  on  her  w  hat  she 


herself  desired  of  him.  So  when  this 
queen  of  Ethopia  had  obtaiiied  what  we 
iilreadv  given  an  account  of,  and  had  again 
C'laiinunicated  totlie  king  what  she  brought 
\i  itli  her,  she  returned  to  her  own  kingdom. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


plain  this  diflerence  so  far  as  we  have  done 
2.  Now  the  weight  of  gold  that  waa 
brought  him  was  si.x  huudied  and  si.Kly- 
bix  talents,  not  including  in  that  sum  what 
was  brought  by  the  merchants,  nor  what 
the  t'iparchs  and  kings  of  Arabia  gave  him 
in  preoeiils.  lie  .r'.-^o  cast  two  hundred 
targets  of  gold,  each  of  them  weighing  six 
hundred  shekels:  he  also  made  three  hun- 
dred shields,  every  one  weighing  three 
pounds  of  gold,  and  he  had  them  carried 
and  put  into  that  house  which  was  calkil 
The  Forest  of  Lebnnon.  He  also  madi> 
cups  of  gold,  and  of  [precious]  stones,  fiT 
the  entertainment  of  his  guests,  and  h.id 
them  adorned  in  the  most  artificial  manm-r; 
itiid  he  contrived  that  all  his  other  furnituro 


GOD,  DEI.VG  INCKXStD  AT  IT,  AALSED  VT 
ADI'.K  AND  JEROBOAM  AGAINST  IIIM.  COX- 
OEIIXINO  THK  DEATH  OF  SOLOMON. 


H0WS9L0M0NGREWUiCH,AXDFKLLDESPE-|of  vessels  should  bt?  of  gold,  for  there  was 
HATKLY  IN  LOVE  WITH  WOMEN,  AXD  HOW   nothing  then  to  be  sold  or  bought  for  silver; 

f  ir  the  king  had  many  ships  which  lay  upon 
'he  Sea  of  Tarsus,  these  he  commanded  to 
'.■arry  out  all  sorts  of  merchandise  iuU»  the 
remotest  nations,  by  the  sale  of  which  silver 
and  golil  were  brought  to  the  king,  and  a 
tj  1.  Abovt  the  same  time  there  were  great  quantity  of  ivory,  and  Iilthiopians, 
brought  to  the  king  from  the  Aurea  Cher-  and  apes;  ami  ihey  liuished  their  voyage, 
sonesus,  a  country  so  called,  precious  stones  j  going  and  returning,  in  three  years'  time, 
and  pine-trees,  and  these  trees  he  made  use  |  3.  Accordingly  there  went  a  great  fame  all 
of  for  supporting  the  temple  and  the  palace,  around  the  neighbouring  countries,  which 
as  also  fnr  the  materials  of  musical  instru-  j  proclaimed  the  virtue  and  wiadoin  of  Solo- 
nients,  the  harps,  and  the  psalteries,  that  inou,  insomuch  that  all  the  kings  every- 
the  Levites  might  make  use  of  them  in  I  whereweredesirousto»eehim,asuotgiving 
their  hvmns  to  God.    Tlie  wood  which  wn- '  credit  to  what  was  reported,  on  account  of 


brought  to  him  at  this  time  was  larger  i.nd 
finer  than  any  that  had  ever  been  brought 
betbre;  but  let  no  one  imagine  that  these 
pine-trees  were  like  those  which  are  now  so 
named,  and  which  take  that  their  denomina- 
tion from  the  merchants,  who  S'l  call  them. 


ts  being  almost  incredible:  they  also  de- 
monstrated the  regard  they  had  fur  him 
by  the  presents  they  made  him;  for  they 
sent  him  vessels  of  gold  and  silver,  and 
purple  garments,  and  many  sorts  of  spices, 
and  horses,  and  chariots,  and  as  many  mules 


that  they  may  procure  them  to  be  admired  lor  his  carriages  as  they  could  find  proper 

to  please  the  king's  eyes,  by  their  strength 

•  SomeWampJo«T'i'"f<"'»>'rro«'i'Eili»"Iw'>:>'Mm-  iind  beauty.     This  addition  that  he  made 

irt-e  nii«iit  be  Brsi  iirr,ii.,-ht  oui  oi  Arjbi:.,  „r  Kcypr.  or  [(,  ,iiose  chariots  and  horses  which  ho  had 

EllroDia.  into  Jiidra,  bv  ll'ia  uuecii  ol  SliftKt   9;iirc  Nevr.    ,     i-  ..  ^l  ^l     ^  .    i  . „ 

Ji  1  h° ve\r,.i.iha<  of  old  nucomur,  h..r.  ii,i«  pr  .-m.,,  before  Iroiii  those  that  were  sent  him  aug- 

Dnl^ambiitJmira;  yet  it  is  not. ml)  false  iiiai  itiis  haUam  lueiited  the  number  ot  his  chariots  by  ahovo 

wai  pri'liliariuJudea.  bill  both  iciptand  Anbia.aii'i  four  hundred,  tor  he  had  a  thousand  before, 

parlirul;.rlsSab«a,lMd,l;»h:clilaM*asthalTerycun-  .^,^j  augmented  the  number  of  his  horses 


try  vvltPticc  JoM-pl)i)s,  it  understiMxl  i)»t  ol  Ktltiopia  buluf 
Afaliin,inlima(es  this  queiM)  nii^ht  hrtnc;  i(  first  into  J n- 
li-a.  Nur  aie  we  to  aupi'ose  thai  llie  uuoen  of  Sahfl;a 
:Mn;ld  wAl  omit  such  a  prtrsMit,  as  tlusbaUiim-tn-e  woull 
DP  f!*teinip*l  l»y  i^'  lomon.  in  case  il  were  (hen  almost  yv- 
ritliar  to  oerown  '■oniitry:  nor  is  the  menlion  of  halui  or 
ba  i;im,as  carried  by  nierrhant^,  and  ^ent  as  a  presetti 
out  of  Jude^l  by  Jjcob.  to  the  govern-ir  ol  Ekvi*!  (*ien. 
XXXvii  25.  and  xliii  U).  to  he  aUegeil  to  Ine  contniry, 
sinr-e  wb.Tt  we  there  renie'  fta/m  or  fco/sam  denotes  r-ittier 
that  tnrpentinR  which  we  now  c.\\\  Tnrpentinrnf  I'him^r 
Cvprtw.  thejiiireol  the  turpentiiie-lr*-e.thao  thi;«l-rei-i.'us 
balstm.  I  tiis  last  is  also  the  s.iine  word  th;tt  w  else- 
where render,  by  the  same  inisliil^e  B.im  of  Giltuil:  ii 
«boutd  be  rend  -.n^d  the  TttrpeiiUnetif' Oiieatl.Jvr MUl.'ii. 


by  tM'o  thousand,  for  he  had  twenty  thou- 
sand  before.     These  horses  aUo  were  so 
much  exercised,  in  order  to  their  making  a 
fine  appearance,  and  running  swiltly,  that 
11(1  others  could,  upon  the  comparison,  appear  , 
"either  fiuer*)r  swifter;  hutlhey  were  at  once  ■ 
the  most  beautiful  of  all  others,  and  their  ' 
swiftness  was  incomparable.     Their  riders 
also  were  a  furtheroruament  tolhem,beingf,  - 
in   the  first  place,  yount;  men  in   the  most 
delightful  tlower  of  their  age,  and  being  emi- 
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nent  for  their  largeness,  and  far  taller  than 
other  men.  They  had  also  very  long  h/ads  of 
hair  hanging  down,  and  were  clothed  in  g:ir- 
ments  ot"  Tyrian  purple.  They  had  al.~o  dust 
oi  gold  every  day  sprinkled  on  their  hair,  so 
that  their  heads  sparkled  with  the  reflection 
of  the  sun-heams  from  the  gold.  The  king 
himself  rode  upon  a  chariot  in  the  midst  of 
these  men,  who  were  still  in  armour,  and  had 
their  bows  titled  to  them.  He  had  on  a  white 
garment,  and  used  to  take  his  progress  out  of 
the  city  in  the  morning.  There  was  a  certain 
place,  about  lifty  furlongs  distant  from  Jeru- 
salem, which  is  called  Etham,  very  pleasant 
it  is  in  tine  gardens,  and  abounding  in  rivu- 
lets of  water;*  thither  did  he  use  to  go  out  in 
the  morning,  sitting  on  high  [in  his  chariot]. 

4.  Now  Solomon  had  a  divine  sagacity  in 
all  things,  and  was  very  diligent  and  studious 
to  have  things  done  after  an  elegant  manner; 
so  he  did  not  neglect  the  care  of  the  ways, 
but  he  laid  a  cau-^eway  of  black  stone  along 
the  roads  that  led  t«  Jerusalem,  which  was  the 
royal  city,  both  to  render  them  easy  for  tra- 
vellers, and  to  manifest  the  grandeur  of  his 
riches  and  government.  He  also  parted  his 
chariots,  and  set  them  in  a  regular  order,  that 
a  certain  number  of  them  should  be  in  every 
citv,  still  keeping  a  few  about  him;  and  those 
cities  he  called  the  cities  of  hi-i  chariots;  and 
the  king  made  silver  as  plentiful  in  Jerusa- 
lem as  the  stones  in  the  street;  and  so  multi- 
plied cedar-trees  in  the  plains  of  Judea,  which 
did  not  grow  there  before,  that  they  were  hke 
to  the  multitude  of  common  sycainore-trees. 
He  also  ordained  the  Egyptian  merchants 
that  brought  him  their  merchandise,  to  sell 
him  a  chariot,  with  a  pair  of  horses,  for  six 
hundred  drachm;e  of  silver,  and  he  sent  them 
to  the  kings  of  Syria,  and  to  those  kings  that 
were  beyond  Euphrates. 

5.  But  although  Solomon  was  become  the 
most  glorious  of  kings,  and  the  best  belo%*ed 
by  God,  and  had  exceeded  in  wisdom  and 
riches  those  that  had  been  rulers  of  the  He- 
brews before  him,  yet  did  not  he  persevere  in 
this  happy  state  till  he  died.  Nay,  he  for- 
sook the  observation  of  the  laws  of  his  father, 
and  came  to  an  end  no  way  suitable  to  our 
foregoing  history  of  him.  He  grew  mad  in 
his  love  of  women,  and  laid  no  restraint  on 
himself  in  his  lusts;  nor  was  he  satistied  with 
the  womeo  of  bis  country  alone,  but  he  mar- 

•  Wb*(l>eT  thew  fine  paHens  and  riviilpts  of  Etham, 
ahoat  »ix  miles  from  Jerusalem,  whilher  Solomon  rode  so 
oUfQ  ID  slate,  W  not  Ihnse  alluJeJ  to,  Lccles.  ii.  6,  6; 
w'lfre  he  says  "  "*  made  him  i;ar<lf ns  and  urcliard*,  and 
planted  treei  in  tbera  ot  all  kinds  of  friiil^;  he  made  him 
pools  of  water,  to  water  ihe  wood  that  bring;eth  forth 
trees;"  and  to  the  fioest  part  whereof  be  seems  lo  allude, 
when,  in  the  Canticles,  he  compares  his  spouse  to  a  ■•  gar- 
den enclosed,*'  to  a  *•  sprint  shut  up."  to  a  •'fountain 
sealed,"  ch.  iv.  V'i  (part  ot  which  fountains  are  still  extant, 
as  Mr.  Mauodiell  in-oroi*  us.  pp  P7,  mi),  cannot  now  be 
certainly  detrrmined,  but  may  ver^-  prohably  be  conjec- 
tured. Hilt,  whether  this  F.lham  basafi>  relation  to  th'ise 
riTem  of  Etham,  which  I'rovidence  once  dried  itpinami- 
raculous  manner.  P»  Ixxiv.  ih.  in  the  Septua^int,  I  can- 
oot  say. 


ried  many  wives  out  of  foreign  nations:  iri- 
donians.  and  Tynans,  and  Ammonites,  nnd 
Edomites;  and  he  transgressed  the  laws  of 
Moses,  which  forbade  Jews  to  marry  any  but 
those  that  were  of  their  oivn  people.  He 
also  began  to  worship  their  gods,  \\hich  he 
did  in  order  to  the  gratification  of  his  wives, 
and  out  of  his  atfection  for  them.  This  very 
thing  our  legislator  suspected,  and  so  admo- 
nished us  beforehand,  that  we  should  not 
marry  women  of  other  countries,  lest  we 
should  be  entangled  with  foreign  customs, 
and  apostatize  from  our  own;  lest  we  should 
leave  off  to  honour  our  own  God,  and  should 
worship  their  gods.  But  Solomon  was  fallen 
headlong  into  unreasonable  pleasures,  and 
regarded  not  those  admonitions ;  for  when 
he  had  married  seven  hundred  wives, f  the 
daughters  of  princes,  and  of  eminent  persons, 
and  three  hundred  concubines,  and  these  be- 
sides the  king  of  Egypt's  daughter,  he  soon 
was  governed  by  them,  till  he  came  to  imitate 
their  practices.  He  was  forced  to  give  them 
this  demonstration  of  his  kindness  and  affec- 
tion to  them,  to  live  according  to  the  laws  of 
their  countries.  And  as  he  grew  into  years, 
and  his  reason  became  weaker  by  length  of 
time,  it  was  not  sufficient  to  recall  to  his 
mind  the  institutions  of  his  own  country;  so 
he  still  more  and  more  contemned  his  own 
God,  and  continued  to  regard  the  gods  that 
his  marriages  hud  introduced:  nay,  befare 
this  happened,  he  sinned,  and  fell  into  an 
error  about  the  observation  of  the  laws,  when 
he  made  the  images  of  brazen  oxen  that  sup- 
ported the  brazen  sea,J  and  the  images  of 
lions  about  his  own  throne;  for  these  he 
made,  although  it  was  not  agreeable  to  piety 
so  to  do;  and  this  he  did,  notwithstanding 
that  he  had  his  father  as  a  most  excellent  and 
domestic  pattern  of  nrtue,  and  knew  what  a 
glorious  character  he  had  left  behind  him, 
because  cf  his  piety  towards  God;  nor  did 
he  imitate  David,  although  God  had  twiccTip- 
peared  to  him  in  his  sleep,  and  exhorted  him 
to  imitate  his  father:  so  he  died  ingloriously. 
There  came  therefore  a  prophet  to  him,  who 
was  sent  by  God,  and  told  him  that  his  wicked 

+  These  "00  wives,  or  the  daughters  of  prcat  men,  and 
the  300  concubines,  llie  dEunhters  of  the  ignoble,  mate 
1000  in  all :  and  are.  1  suppose,  those  very  1000  wom<-n 
intimated  elsewhere  by  Solunion  himself,  when  bespeaks 
of  his  not  having  found  one  [good]  woman  amonj;  that 
very  number,  Eccles.  vii.  U^ 

i  Josephus  is  here  certainly  too  severe  upon  Solomon, 
who,  in  maVin^  the  cberubims  and  these  tweWe  brazen 
oxen,  seems  to  have  done  no  mot*  than  imitate  the  pal- 
terns  left  him  by  Uavid :  which  were  all  given  Pavid  by 
divine  inspiration.  See  ruy  desciipiion  of  the  temi^lcs, 
ch.  X  ;  and  although  tiod  gave  no  direction  for  the  liorM 
that  adorned  his  ihri»ne,  jet  does  not  Solomon  seent 
Iheiein  to  have  broken  any  law  of  Moses;  for  although 
the  I'barisi-es  antl  latter  Kabbins  have  extended  the  se- 
cond commandment,  to  forbid  the  very  making  of  any 
ima,ie.iboui;h  \vilhout»»r.jt  intention  to  have  it  worshipped, 
yet  do  not  I  supp.ise  that  Solomon  so  understood  it.  nor 
that  it  ought  til  be  so  understood.  The  making  any  other 
altar  fur  worship  but  that  at  the  tabernaclt,  was  equally 
forbidden  liy  Muses.  Ant.  b-  iv.  cb.  viii  s.  5;  yet  did  not 
Itir-  ivMi  tnltci  nod  a  half  utTend  when  Ihey  made  an  altar 
for  a  meiuurial  ualy.  Juib.  xxiL;  Ant.  b.v.cU.L  s.36,:t7* 
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scUons  were  not  concealed   from    God;   and  i 
threatened  him  that  he  should  not  long  rc- 
ioice  in  what  he  had  done:  that  indeed  the 
kingdom  shoiJd  not  be  taken  from  him  while 
he  was  aUve,  because  God  had  promised  to 
his  father  Da\-id  that  he  would  make  him  his 
successor,  but  that  he  would  take  care  that 
this  should  befall  his  son  when  he  was  dead ; 
not  that  he  would  withdraw  all  the  people 
from  him,  but  that  he  would  pive  ten  tnbes 
to  a  servant  of  his,  and  leave  only  two  tribes 
to  David's  grandson  for  his  sake,  because  he 
loved  God,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  city  of 
Jerusalem,  wherein  he  should  have  a  tempur. 
6.  When  Solomon  heard  this  he  was  prieve.l, 
and  greatly  confounded,  upon  this  change  of 
almost   all   that  happiness   which   had    made 
him  to  le  admired,  into  so  bad  a  state ;  nor 
had  there  much  time  passed  alter  the  prophet 
had  foretold  what  was   coming,  before   God 
raised  up  an  enemy  against  him,  whose  name 
WIS  Ader,  who  took  the  foUovring  occasion 
of  his  enmity  to  him:  — He  was  a  eliiUl  of  the 
stock  of  the  Edomites,  and  of  the  blood  roy:il ; 
and  when  Joab,  the  ciptain  of  David's  host, 
liid  waste  the  land  of  Edom,  and  destroyed 
all  tliat   were  men  grown,  and  able  to  bear 
arms,  for  six  months'  time,  this  Uadad  fled 
awav,   and   came   to   Pharaoh,   the   king   of 
Egypt,  who  received  him  kindly,  and  assigned 
him  a  house  to  dwell  in,  and  a  country  to  , 
supply  him  «-ith  food;  and  when  he  was  grown  1 
up,  he  loved  him  exceedingly,  insomuch  that  ; 
he  gave  him  his  wife's  sister,  whose  iiiune  was  . 
Tahpenes,  to  wir'e,  by  whom  he  had  a  son,  i 
who  was  brought  up  with  the  king's  children. 
When  Hulad  heard  in  Egypt  that  both  David  j 
and  Joab  were  dead,  he  c;une  to  Pharaoh,  and  , 
desired  tlnit  he  would  permit  him  to  go  to  his  1 
own   country:    upon  which   the   king  asked 
what  it  was  that  ho  wanted,  and  what  hardship 
he  had  met  with,  that  he  was  so  desirous  to 
leave  him;  and  when  he  was  often  trouble- 
some to  him,   and   entreated  him  to  dismiss 
him,  he  did  not  then  do  it.     But  at  the  time 
when  Solomon's  affairs  began  to  grow  worse, 
on   account   of  his  foreineiitioncd   transgres- 
sions,' and  God's  anger  against  him  for  the 
same,  Hadad,  by  Pharaoh's  permission,  came 
to  Edom  ;  and  when  he  was  not  able  to  make 
the  people  forsake  Solomon,  for  it  was  kept 
under   by  many  garrisons,  and  an  innovation 
was  not'to  be  made  with  safety,  he  removed 
theuce,  and  came  into  Syria;  there  he  lighted 
upon  one  Rezon,  who  had  run  away  from  Ha- 
Jadezer,  king  of  Zobah,  his  master,  and  %vas 
become  a  robber  in  that  country,  and  joined 
friendship  with  hiin,  who  had  already  a  band 


of  robbers  about  him.  So  he  went  up.  and 
seized  upon  that  part  of  Syria,  and  was  made 
king  thereof.  He  also  made  incursions  into 
the  land  of  Isnul,  and  did  it  no  small  mis- 
chief, and  spoiled  it.  and  that  in  the  life-time 
of  Solomon.  Ami  this  was  the  calamity  which 
the  Hebrews  suffered  by  Hadad. 

7    There  was  also  one  of  Solomon's  own 
nation   that    made    an   attempt    against   him, 
Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  who  had  an  ex- 
pectation of  rising,  from  a  prophecy  that  had 
been  made  to  him  long  before.     He  was  lett 
a  child  bv  his  father,  and  brought  up  by  his 
mother ;  and  when  Solomon  saw  that  he  was 
of  an  active  and  bold  disposition,  he  made  him 
the  curator  of  the  walls  which  he  built  round 
about  Jerusalem;  and  he  took  such  care  of 
those  works,  that  the  king  approved  of  his 
behaviour,  and  gave  him,  as  a  reward  for  the 
same,  the  charge  of  the  tribe  of  Joseph.    And 
when  about    that  time    Jeroboam  was    once 
going  out  of  Jerusafem,  a  prophet  of  the  city 
Shilo,  whose  name  was  Ahijah,  met  him,  and 
saluted  him;  and  when  he  had  taken  him  a 
little  aside,  to  a  place  out  of  the  way,  where 
there  was  not  one  other  person  present,  he 
rent  the  garment  he  had  on  into  twelve  pieces, 
and  bid  Jeroboiim  t.-ike  ten  of  them;  and  told 
[Lim   beforehand,   that   "this   is  the   will  of 
I  God:  he  will  part  the  dominion  of  Solomon, 
I  and  give  one  tribe,  with  that  which  is  next  it, 
I  to  his  son,  because  of  the  promise  made  to 
':  David  for  his  succession,  and  will  give   ten 
!  tribes  to  thee,  because  Solomon  hath  sinned 
!  against  him,  and  dehvcred  uphimself  to  women, 
and   to   their   gods.     Seeing   therefore   thou 
i  knowest  the  cause  for  which  God  hath  changed 
;  his  mind,  and   is  alienated  from  Solomon,  be 
i  thou  righteous  and  keep  the  laws,  because  he 
I  hath  proposed  to  thee  the  greatest  of  all  re- 
wards for   thy  piety,   and  the  honour  thou 
shjlt   pay    to  God,  namely,  to  be  as  greatly 
exalted  as  thou  knowest  David  to  have  been.  " 
8.     So    Jeroboam    was  elevated    by   these 
words  of  the   prophet ;    and  being  a  young 
mari.t  of  a  warm  temper,  and  ambitious   of 
greatness,  he  could  not  be  quiet;  and  when 
he  had  so  great  a  charge  in  the  government, 
and  called  to  mind  what  had  been  revealed  to 
him  by  Ahijah,  he  endeavoured  to  persuade 
the  people  to  forsake  Solomon,  to  make  a  di»- 
turbance,  and  to  bring  the  government  over 
to   himself;   but    when    Solomon   understood 
his  intention  and  treachery,  he  sought  to  catch 
him  and  kill  him;  but  Jeroboam  was  informed 
of  it  beforehand,  and  fled  to  Shishak,  the  king 
of  Egypt,  and  there  abode  till  the  death  of 


•  Since  thf  twjinnine  of  Solomon's  f  lil  life  and  ad- 
Trrsity  WM  Ihe  lime  »  lirn  lla4.icl  or  Ader.  who  v»»s  born 
«t  Irasl-iOor  30  years  before  ■'Solomon  came  lo  the  crown, 
in  Ite  dav<  of  llAvid,  becan  lo  (-ive  Uira  distorbawe. 
llii*  implies  Ihjt  Solomon's  evil  life  beiian  early,  and 
continae'l  very  l.>ni!,  ivbich  llie  miillitule  of  liia  wives 
and  concubines  does  imply  alao:  1  suppose  Klien  he  waa 
But  fifty  years  of  age. 


+  This  yoo'h  of  Jeroboam,  when  Solomon  built  the 
walls  or  Jerusalem,  nut  very  Ions  after  he  had  anuhed 
his  twenty  years  liuil.lini;  of  the  temple  and  hn  own 
palace,  or  not  very  lone  after  the  twenty-fourlh  of  hu 
rriau  (I  Kings  is.  i-1.  2Cbron.».n.  U),  and  hu  joulli 
tiere  Mill  meolioued.  when  Solomon's  wickedness  was 
herome  intolerable,  fully  confirm  ray  former  observation, 
that  such  hi.  wic:.«iness  be.;an  early,  and  conbntiM  Kij 
long.     See  Eccirs.  xUii.  !■»- 
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Solcmoii;  by  which  means  he  gained  these 
two  advantages,  —  to  suifer  no  barm  from  So- 
lomon, and  to  be  preserved  for  the  kingdom. 
So  Solomon  died  when  he  was  already  an  old 
man,  haviiig  reigned  eighty  years,  and  lived 
r\inety-four.  He  was  burieil  iu  Jerusalem, 
having  been  superior  to  all  otlier  kings  in 
happiness,  and  riches,  and  wisdom,  excepting 
lliat  when  he  was  growing  into  years  he  was 
deluded  by  women,  and  transgressed  the  law; 
concerning  which  transgressions,  and  the 
miseries  which  befell  the  Hebrews  thereby,  I 
think  proper  to  discourse  at  another  oppor- 
tu:iity. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

HOW,  CPOS  THE  DEATH  OF  SOLOMON,  Till: 
PEOPLE  FOUSOOK  HIS  SON  RF.HOBOAM,  ANU 
OKUAIXED  JEEOBOAM  KING  OVEU  THE  TEN 
TRIBES, 

§  1.  Now  when  Solomon  was  dead,  and  his 
son  Rchoboam  (who  was  born  of  an  Ammon- 
ite wife,  whose  name  was  Nsoinah)  had  suc- 
ceeded him  in  the  kingdom,  the  rulers  of  the 
multitude  sent  imme<liately  into  Egypt,  and 
called  back  Jeroboam;  and  when  he  was 
come  to  them,  to  the  city  Shecheni,  Reho- 
boani  came  to  it  also,  for  he  had  resolved 
to  declare  himself  king  to  the  Israelites,  while 
they  were  there  gathered  together.  So  the 
rulers  ot  the  people,  as  well  as  Jeroboam, 
came  to  him,  and  besought  him,  and  said  that 
be  ought  to  relax,  and  to  be  gentler  than  bis 
father,  in  the  servitude  he  had  imposed  on 
them,  because  they  had  borne  a  heavj  yoke, 
ami  that  then  they  should  be  twtter  atfected 
to  hiiu,  and  be  well  contented  to  serve  him 
under  bis  moderate  government,  and  should  do 
it  more  out  of  love  than  fear;  but  Rehoboam 
told  them  they  should  come  to  him  again  in 
three  days'  time,  when  he  would  give  an  answer 
to  their  request.  This  delay  gave  occa.«ion  to  a 
present  suspicion,  since  he  had  not  given  them 
a  favourable  answer  to  their  mind  immediately, 
for  they  thought  that  he  should  have  given 
them  a  human;  answer  offhand,  especially 
since  he  was  but  yocng.  However,  they 
thought  that  this  consultation  about  it,  and 
that  he  did  not  presently  give  them  a  denial, 
afforded  them  some  good  hope  of  success. 

2.  Rehcl>oam  now  called  his  father's  friends, 
and  advised  with  them  what  sort  of  aiLswer 
he  oui;ht  to  give  to  the  multitude:  upon 
which  thoy  gave  him  the  advice  which  became 
friends,  and  tliose  that  knew  the  temper  of 
such  a  multitude.  Th^y  advised  him  to  speak 
in  a  way  more  popular  than  suited  the  grandeur 
of  a  king,  because  he  would  ihereby  obbge 
them  to  submit  to  him  « itb  pood-will,  it  be- 
i:ig  nio't  agreeable  to  subjects  th^it  their  kings 
^UMild  be  liliQOttt  upon   ibe.  level  uith  tb-ui; 


but  Rehoboam  rejected  this  so  good,  and 

hi  general  so  profitable  advice  (it  was  such  at 
least,  at  that  time  when  he  was  to  be  made 
khig),  God  himself,  I  suppose,  causing  whot 
was  most  advantageous  to  be  condemned  by 
him.  So  he  called  for  the  young  men  who 
were  brought  up  with  him,  and  told  them 
nhat  advice  the  elders  had  given  him,  anj 
bade  them  speak  what  they  thought  he  ought 
to  do.  They  advised  him  to  give  the  follow- 
ing answer  to  ihe  people  (for  neither  their 
youth  nor  God  himself  suffered  them  to  dis- 
cern what  WiLs  best) :  —  That  his  htlle  finger 
should  be  thicker  than  his  father's  loins ;  and 
if  they  had  met  with  hard  usage  from  his  fa- 
ther, they  should  experience  much  rougher 
treatment  from  him;  and  if  his  father  had 
chastised  them  with  whips,  they  must  expect 
that  he  would  do  it  with  scorpions.*  Tlie 
king  was  pleased  with  this  advice,  and  thought 
it  agreeable  to  the  dignity  of  his  government 
to  give  them  such  an  answer-  Accordingly, 
when  the  multitude  was  come  together  to  hear 
his  answer  on  the  third  day,  all  the  people 
were  in  great  expectation,  and  very  intent  to 
hear  what  the  king  would  say  to  them,  and 
supposed  they  should  hear  somewhat  of  a  kind 
nature;  but  he  passed  by  his  friends,  and  aa- 
swered  as  the  young  men  had  given  him 
counseL  Now  this  was  done  according  to 
the  will  of  God,  that  what  Ahijah  had  fore- 
told might  come  to  pass. 

3.  By  these  w  ords  the  people  were  struck, 
as  it  were,  by  an  iron  hammer,  and  were  so 
grieved  at  the  words,  as  if  they  had  already 
felt  the  effects  of  them;  and  they  had  great 
indignation  at  the  king;  and  all  critd  out 
aloud,  and  said,  "  We  will  have  no  longer  any 
relation  to  David  or  his  posterity  after  this 
day;"  and  they  said  farther,  "  We  only  leave 
to'  Rehoboam  the  temple  which  his  father 
built;"  and  they  threatened  to  forsake  him. 
Nay,  they  were  so  bitter,  and  retained  their 
wrath  so  long,  that  when  he  sent  Adoram, 
w  ho  was  over  the  tribute,  that  he  might  pacify 
them,  and  render  them  milder,  and  persuade 
them  to  forgive  hiin,  if  he  had  said  any 
thing  that  was  rash  or  grievous  to  them  in  his 
youth,  they  would  not  hear  it,  but  threw 
stones  at  him  and  killed  him.  \\"hen  Rehoboam 
saw  this,  he  thought  himself  aimed  at  by  those 
stones  with  which  they  had  killed  his  servant, 
and  feared  lest  he  should  undergo  the  last  of 
punishments  in  earnest;  so  he  got  immedi- 
ately into  his  chariot,  and  fled  to  Jerusalem, 
where  the  tribe  of  Judah  and  that  of  Benja- 
min ordained  him  king;  but  the  re^t  of  the 
multitude  forsook  the  sons  of  David  from  th^iC 
day,  and  appointed  Jeroboam  to  be  the  ru'er 
ot  their  puldic  atturs.      Upon  this  Rehoboam, 

•  That  hT  senrmeini  is  not  herr  mpant  that  srttall  »nV 
m:il  i!o  <^llttl,  whirh  wa«  npT«»rii«Ml  in  corrKliuns:  bat 
piilirr  It  s^iriib  with  «hsrp  prirtlrs  li^e  the  stinK9  ol 
witrpion*.  5nrh  as  our  fn^z'--h»»^h,  or  pisp  s*>me  temWe 
^  rt  "f  wliip  or  the  iitr  oamrr.  S«f  Hudsun'sand  SpAo- 
h"  in»*a  not**  h*"^ 
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Solomon's  son,  assembled  a  great  congrega- 
tion of  those  two  tribes  that  submitted  to  him, 
and  was  ready  to  take  a  hundred  and  eighty 
thojsaiid  chosen  men  out  of  the  army,  to 
make  an  expedition  against  Jeroboam  and  his 
people,  that  he  might  force  them  by  war  to 
be  his  servants;  but  he  was  forbidden  of  God 
by  the  prophet  [Shem:iiah]  to  go  to  war;  for 
that  it  was  not  just  that  brethren  of  the  same 
country  should  fi^'ht  one  against  another. 
He  also  said  that  this  defection  of  the  multi- 
tude was  according  to  the  purpose  of  God. 
So  he  did  not  proceed  in  this  expedition:  — 
and  now  I  will  relate  first  the  actions  of  Je- 
rohoun  the  king  of  Israel,  after  which  we 
will  relate  what  are  therewith  connected,  the 
actions  of  Rehoboam,  the  king  of  the  two 
tribes;  by  this  means  we  shall  preserve  the 
good  order  of  the  history  entire. 

4.  When  therefore  Jcroboatn  had  built  a 
palace  in  the  city  Sherhem,  he  dwelt  there. 
He  also  built  him  another  at  Peiiuel,  a  city 
so  called;  and  now  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles 
was  approaching  in  a  tittle  time,  J6ro))oam 
considered  if  he  should  permit  the  multitude 
to  go  to  worship  God  at  Jerusalem,  and  there 
to  celebrate  the  festival,  they  would  probably 
repent  of  what  they  had  done,  and  be  enticed 
by  the  temple,  and  by  the  worship  of  God 
there  performed,  and  would  leave  him,  and 
rL'turn  to  their  first  king;  and  if  so  he  should 
run  the  risk  of  losing  his  own  life:  so  he  in- 
vented this  contrivance:  He  made  two  golden 
heifers,  and  built  two  little  temples  for  them, 
the  one  in  the  city  Betliel,  and  the  other  in 
D.in,  which  last  was  at  the  fountains  of  the 
Lesser  Jordan,*  and  he  put  the  heifers  into 
both  the  little -temples,  in  the  forementioned 
cities.  And  when  he  had  called  those  ten 
tribes  together,  over  whom  he  ruled,  he  made 
a  speech  to  the  people  in  these  words:  "  I 
suppose,  my  countrymen,  that  you  kn{)w  this, 
that  every  place  h;ith  God  in  it;  nor  is  there 
a?iy  one  determinate  place  in  which  he  is,  but 
he  every  where  hears  and  sees  those  that  wor- 
ship hiin;  on  which  account  I  do  not  think 
it  right  for  you  to  go  so  long  a  journey  to 
Jfru>j;dem,  which  is  an  enemy's  ritv,  to  wor- 
ship him.  It  was  a  man  that  built  the  temple: 
I  have  also  made  two  golden  heifers,  deJi- 
r.ited  to  the  same  God;  and  one  of  them  I 
ha^-fc  consecrated  in  the  city  Bethel,  and  the 
other  in  Dan,  to  the  end  that  those  of  you 
that  dwell  nearest  those  cities  may  go  to  them, 
and  worship  God  there:  and  1  will  ordain  for 

•  Whether  the«  "  fountain;*  of  the  lesser  Jordan"  wpre 
near  a  phce  called  Dan,  ami  ihe  r»untdin(i  of  the  Greater 
nenra  phice  called  Jor,  liefare  Ih^ir  conjunclion  ;  or  whe- 
fljer  ihci-e  was  only  one  fmntiin,  mi^in?  Rt  the  lake 
Phisb,  at  :\f>.t  sinl-iiiLj  under  ground,  and  then  arising 
nfar  the  mxtintaiii  Paneiini  and  Ihenre  ninnint;  through 
Ihe  lake  Sfm..chcinilis  |o  the  "^^-a  of  (iahlee.  and  no  Tar 
Calle*!  the  Lfsser  Jurdin,  is  hH'dl\  t-prtain.  even  m  .(use- 
phM!«  hiiiiseir,  thioiifli  llie  latter  at^ron'U  he  the  most  pro. 
buhl'-.  However,  the  n.TtlierM  idol.tlroii*  rilf.  sei  up  hy 
Jer 'lio^m,  wa*  w'lere  litl'e  .Ionian  t^ll  inlo  Great  Jor<lun. 
'-•  ■urn  \)lACf  called  Htplinur.  aa  Jo-^ejihim  elsrwheie  m- 
*^a»  us  C'  >r  "he  Wai,  I>.  iv.  i:.  i.  3.  1 1.  See  tb«  Dute  ltier«. 


you,  certain  priests  and  Levites  from  amonj 
yourselves,  that  you  may  have  no  want  of  the 
tribe  of  Levi,  or  of  the  sons  of  Aaron;  but 
let  him  that  is  desirous  among  you  of  being  a 
priest,  bring  to  God  a  bullock  and  a  ram, 
which  they  say  Aaron  the  first  priest  brought 
also."  When  Jeroboam  had  said  this,  he  de- 
luded the  peoplC;  and  made  them  to  revolt 
from  the  worship  of  their  forefathers,  and  to 
transgress  their  laws.  This  was  the  begin?iing 
of  miseries  to  the  Hebrews,  and  the  cause 
why  they  were  overcome  in  war  by  foreigners, 
and  so  fell  into  captivity.  But  we  shall  relate 
those  things  ii:  tliL'ir  propt-r  places  hereafter. 
5.  When  the  feast  [of  Tabernacles]  was 
just  approaching,  Jeroboam  was  desirous  to 
celebrate  it  himself  in  Bethel,  as  did  the  two 
tribes  celebrate  it  in  Jtfusalem.  Accordingly 
he  built  an  uhar  before  the  heifer,  and  umler- 
took  to  be  high-prie'-t  himself.  So  he  went 
up  to  the  altar,  with  his  own  priests  about  him; 
but  when  he  was  going  to  olfer  the  sacrifices, 
and  the  burnt-olfcrings  in  the  sight  of  all  the 
people,  a  prophet,  whose  name  was  Jadon,  was 
sent  by  God,  and  came  to  him  from  Jerusa- 
lem, who  stood  in  the  midst  of  tlie  multitude, 
4nd  in  the  hearing  of  the  king,  and  directing 
ais  discourse  to  the  altar,  said  thus: — '*  Goil 
foretells  that  there  shall  be  a  certain  man  of 
the  family  of  David,  Josiah  by  name,  who 
shall  slay  upon  thee  those  false  priests  that 
shall  live  at  that  time,  and  upon  thee  shall 
burn  the  bones  of  those  deceivers  of  the  peo- 
ple, those  icnpostors  and  wicked  wretches. 
However,  that  tins  people  njay  believe  that 
these  things  shall  so  co[ne  to  p/iss,  I  foretell 
a  sign  to  them  that  shall  also  come  to  pass: 
This  altar  shall  be  broken  to  pieces  immedi- 
ately, and  all  the  fat  (»f  the  sacrifices  th;it  is 
upon  it,  shall  be  poured  up m  the  ground.'* 
When  the  prophet  had  said  this,  Jerol:oam 
fell  into  a  passion,  and  stretched  out  his  hand, 
anil  bid  them  lay  hold  of  him:  but  the  hand 
which  he  stretched  out  was  enfeebled,  and  he 
was  not  able  to  pull  it  in  again  to  him,  for  it 
was  become  withered,  and  hung  down  as  if 
it  were  a  dead  hand.  The  altar  also  was 
broken  to  pieces,  and  all  that  was  upon  it  was 
poured  out,  as  the  prophet  had  foretold  should 
come  to  pass.  So  the  king  understood  that 
he  was  a  man  of  veracity,  and  had  a  divine 
foreknowledge;  and  entreated  him  to  pray 
to  God  that  he  would  restore  his  right  hand. 
Accordingly  the  prophet  did  pray  to  God  to 
grant  him  that  request.  So  the  king  having 
his  hand  recovered  to  its  natural  state,  rejoiced 
at  it,  and  invited  the  prophet  to  sup  with 
him;  but  Jadon  said,  that  he  could  not  en- 
dure to  come  into  his  house,  nor  to  taste  of 
bread  or  water  in  this  city,  for  that  was  a 
thing  God  had  forbidden  him  to  do;  as  xHao 
to  go  back  by  the  same  way  which  he  came; 
but  he  said  he  wa<  to  return  hy  another  way. 
So  the  king  wondered  at  the  abstinence  of  the 
man;   but  was  himself  in  fear,  as  suspecting 
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■  cbange  of  his  affairs  for  the  worse,  fioni 
what  had  been  said  to  him. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

howjadontbe  prophet  was  pebsuadedby 
another  lyin'g  prophet,  and  retcrned 
[to  bethel],  and  was  afterwards  slain 
by  a  lion.  as  also  what  words  the 
wicked  prophet  made  use  of  to  per- 
scade  the  king,  and  thereby  alien- 
ated his  mind  fbom  god. 

§   1 .   Now  there  was  a  certain  wicked  man  in 
that  city  who  was  a  false  prophet,  whom  Je- 
roboam had  in  great  esteem,  but  was  deceived 
by  him  and  his  flattexing  words.      This  man 
was   bedrid   by   reason  of  the  infirmities  of 
old  age;   however,   he  was  informed   by  his 
sons  concerning  the  prophet  that  was  come 
from   Jerusitlem,    and   concerning    the   signs 
(lone    by   him:    and    how,    whnn   Jeroboam's 
right  hand   h:id   been  enfeebled,  at  the  pro- 
phet's prayer,  he  bad  it  revived  a^ain.     Where- 
upon   be  WIS  afraid   that   this   stranger  and  I 
prophet  should  be  in  l)etter  esteem  with  the  ' 
king  than  himself,  and  obtain  greater  honour ' 
from  him;  and  he  gave  order  to  his  sons  to 
saddle  his  ass  presently,  and  make  all  ready 
that    he    might    go    out.      Accordingly    they 
made  haste  to  do  what  they  were  commanded, 
and   he  got  upon   the  ass  and   followed  af- 
ter the  prophet;  and  when  he  had  overtaken  1 
him,  as  be  was  resting  himself  under  a  very  i 
large  oak-tree  that  was  thick  and  shady,  he  I 
at  lirst  saluted  him,  but  presently  he  com- 
plained of  him,  liecause  be  bad  not  come  in- 
to his  house,  and  partaken  of  his  hospitality. 
And  when  the  other  said,  that  Gud  had  for- 
bidden him  to  taste  of  any  one's  provision  in 
that  city,  he  replied,     that   '"  for  i-ertain  God 
had  not  forbidden  that  I  should  set  food  be- 
fore thee,  for  I  am  a  prophet  as   thou  art,  I 
and   worship  God   in  the  same  manner  that  j 
thou  dost;  and   1  am  now  come  as  sent  by! 
biin,  in  order  to  bring  thee  into  my  house, 
and  make  thee  my  guest,"     Noiv  Jadon  gave  , 
credit   to   this  lying  prophet,   and    returned ; 
back  \vith  him.     But  when  they  were  at  din- 
ner,  and   merry   together,    God  appeared   to 
Jadon,  and  said,  that   he  should  sulfer  pun- 
ishment   for   transgressing  his   commands, — 
and  he  told  him  what  that  punishment  should 
be    for  be  said  that  he  should  meet  with  a 
lion  as  he  was  going  on  his  way,   by  which 
lion  he  should  be  torn  in  pieces,  and  be  de- 
prived of  burial  in  the  sepulchres  of  his  fa- 
thers;— which  things  came  to  pass,  as  1  sup- 
pose, according  to  the  will  of  God,  that  so 
Jeroboam  might  not  give  heed  to  the  words 
of  Jadon,  as  of  one  that  bad  been  convicted 
of  lying.     Hov\ever,  as  Jadon  was  again  go- 
ing to  Jerusalem,  a  lion  assaulted  him,  and 
pulled  tim  off  the  beast  he  rode  on.  and  sleiv 


him:  yet  did  he  not  at  all  bwrt  the  ass,  but  ut 
by  bim,  and  kept  H.:.,  a»  also  ;he  prophet's 
body.  This  continued  till  some  travellers 
that  saw  it  came  and  told  it  in  tie  city  to  the 
false  prophet,  who  sent  his  sons  and  brought 
the  IkxIv  into  the  city,  and  made  a  finieral  for 
him  at  great  expense.  He  also  charged  bis 
sons  to  bury  himself  with  him;  and  said,  that 
all  which  he  had  foretold  against  that  city, 
and  the  altar,  and  priests,  and  false  prophets, 
would  prove  true;  and  that  if  he  were  buried 
with  him,  he  should  receive  no  injurious 
treatment  after  his  death,  the  bones  not  being 
then  to  be  distinguished  asunder.  But  now 
when  he  had  performed  those  funeral  rites  to 
the  prophet,  and  had  given  that  charge  to  hia 
sons,  as  he  was  a  wicked  and  impious  man, 
he  goes  to  Jeroboam,  and  says  to  him,  '*  And 
wherefore  is  it  now  that  thou  art  disturbed  at 
the  words  of  this  silly  fellow?"  And  when 
the  king  had  related  to  him  what  had  hap. 
pened  about  the  altar,  and  about  his  o\vn 
band,  and  gave  him  the  names  of  rfiriie  man, 
and  an  ercelUnt  prophet,  he  endeavoured  by  a 
wicked  trick,  to  weaken  that  his  opinion;  and 
by  using  plausible  words  concerning  whjit 
bad  happened,  be  aimed  to  injure  the  truth 
that  was  in  tbem;  for  he  attempted  to  per- 
suade him  that  bis  hand  was  enfeebled  by 
the  labour  it  had  undergone  in  supporting 
the  sacrifices,  and  that  upon  its  resting  a 
while  it  returned  to  its  former  nature  again; 
and  that  as  to  the  altar,  it  was  but  new,  and 
h:id  borne  abundance  of  sacrifices,  and  those 
large  ones  too,  and  was  accordingly  broken 
to  pieces,  and  fallen  down  by  the  weight  of 
what  had  been  laid  upon  it.  He  also  inform- 
ed bim  of  the  death  of  him  that  had  foretold 
those  things,  and  bow  he  perished;  [whence 
he  concluded  that]  he  had  not  any  thing  in 
him  of  a  prophet,  nor  spake  any  thing  like 
one.  When  he  had  thus  spoken,  he  persuadeil 
the  kini:,  and  entirely  alienated  bis  uiiihI 
from  God,  and  from  doing  works  that  were 
righteous  and  holy,  and  encouraged  him  to 
go  on  in  bis  impious  practices;*  and  accord- 
ingly, he  was  to  that  degree  injurious  to 
Gud,  and  so  great  a  transgressor,  that  be 
sought  for  nothing  else  every  da.-  but  how 
he  might  be  guilty  of  some  new  instances  of 
wickedness,  and  such  as  should  be  more  de- 
testable than  what  he  bad  been  so  insolent  as  ' 

•  How  ranch  a  larger  and  better  copy  Jn?epha»  had  in 
lSi5  remarkahlr  history  at  the  true  profthet  of  Jiidra,  and 
his  concern  wilh  Jerotioaa),  aail  with  tl;e  talse  |)roplie( 
of  B^^rhel.  than  our  other  copips  have,  is  eviitent  at  first 
sicht.  The  prophet's  very  naniv,  Jadon,  or.  as  the  C«»n- 
stitiitions  call  hlni,  .Adunais.  is  sranUn^  in  our  other 
copies;  and  it  is  there,  with  no  little  a'jsunlitjr.  s&id 
tlial  (id  revealed  J  adoo  the  tnie  prophet's  death,  not  to 
liimselt.  as  here,  but  to  the  false  propheL  W  hether  the 
particular  account  of  the  ar^uinrnts,  made  ose  ot,  after 
all,  by  the  false  prophet  against  bis  own  belief,  and  his 
ovru  conscience,  in  I'rder  to  persoa'-e  Jorul>oam  to  per- 
severe in  his  idulalry  and  wii-l.etlaes5,  than  which 
more  plansillie  c<yiV\  not  be  invenled.  was  intim&ted 
in  Josepbus's  copy,  or  in  snnie  other  ancient  book,  'Saa- 
iLX  now  be  detenaiaed;  uiir  otuer  copies  saj  Dot  on* 
word  of  it..  :  -  .- 
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And  so  much  shall  at  P^'-'^^M  ^'^fn^d  follow  their  svickedness  as  if  it 


CHAPTER  X. 

jCONC.aKlNC.    Rr.HO.OAM.  AND    HOW  GOD    IN 
IMntTV.  BY  SHISHAK  [KING  OF  UOMtJ 


6   1.   Now  Rehoboam,  the  son  "f   S"^ "  ™ 
t.,o,  as  we  said  l^efore.  was  k.ng  "    f-^    ^^"_ 
tnbeV   built   stronj,'   and  large  ""•'  •   l^^  "^ 
"hem.  and   Etam,  an,l   Tekoa    and   lie  hz  .r. 
and  Shoco.  and  Adulla.n   and  Ipan    a.nl   Ma- 
resha  and  Ziph,  and   Adonam,  and   Lachi»n 

a    1    A^eUah^and    Z"-''; -"    ;^'J'' "'>   ^t 
HMiron-    these  he  built  lirst    of  all    in    tui 
ut    ofiu-Uh.     He    also  built  other  Urge 
cities  in  the  tribe  ..f  Benjannn    and  walled 
riboiit,  and  pu,  garrisons  int. em    0^^ 
and  captain.,  and  a  great  dea    of  •-'>'■  •J'"" 
wine,  and  oil;  and  he  lurn.shed  every  one  o 
hem    plentifully  witli    other  provisions  that 
le  e  necessary  for  sustenance:   moreover    he 
nut  therein  si  ieUU  and  spears  for  many  ten 
^Ltdmen.      The   prie»ts  also  that  were 
in   all    lsrae-1.  and  the   Levites,  am.  it   there 
were  any  of  the  multitude  that   were  good 
aiK   righLons  men,  they  gathered  themselves 
together  to  him.  having  left  their  own  cities 
that  thev  might  worOnp  tjod  in  J^'"-^';"  • 
lor  they  were  not  willing  to  be  forced  to  «or. 
ship  the  heifers  whicli  Jeroboam  had  made, 
Ind  they  augmented  the  kingdom  of   Heho- 
boam    for    three    years.      And    a  ter    he    had 
niairied  a  woman  of  his    own    kin.lr ed,  and 
had    bv  her    three  children  born  to  h.m.  he 
married  also  another  of  his  own  kmdred,  who 
was  daughter  of  Absalom  by   'laniar,  whose 


a   reprooi    ox    i"«»    ^^..w..™.-    -         . 
eourfes,  and  follow  their  f '=>=«'l"^f  .^  '^w 
were  virtue;   for  it  is  not  possible  to  show 
hat  meu  approve  of  the  actions  of  their  k.i^s, 
unless  they  do  the  same  actions  «>  ''    "^l^ 
Agreeable  whereto  it  now-  happened  to   tie 
subjects   of   Behoboam;    for    when   he    was 
crown    impious,  and   a  transgress^or  himselt. 
fbev  endeavoured  not  to  offend  h.m    by  le- 
lolving  still  to  be  righteous;    but  God  sent 
Shishak,  king  of  Egypt,  to  punish  them    or 
their  unjust  behaviour  towards  h.m;  concern- 
ing whom  Herodotus  was  mistaken   and  ap- 
,,ltd  his  actions  to  Sesostris;    tor  this  Shi- 
'hak,-  in  the  lifth  year  of  the  reifn  of  Reho- 
boam,  made  an  expedition  [into  J^'lH  "^^^ 
nianv    ten    thousand    men;    for    he    had    one 
thousand   two    hundred    chariots    ■">'""'»•«' 
that  followed  him.  and  threescore  thousanfl 
horsemen,  and    four   hundred  thousand  foot, 
men      These  he  brought  with  him,  and  they 
were  the  greatest  part  of  tliem   Libyans  and 
Ethiopians.      Now,   therefore,    when    he    lell 
upon  the  country  of  the  Hebrews,  he  took 
the  strongest  cities  of  Kehoboam  s  kingdo:n 
without  lighting;  and  when  he  had  put  gar- 
risons in  them,  he  came  last  ol  all  to  Jerusa- 

.1  Now  when  Rehoboam.  and  the  mulli. 
tude  with  him.  were  shut  up  in  Jerusalem  by 
the  means  of  the  army  of  Shishak,  and  when 
they  besought  God  to  give  them  victory  and 
deliverance,  they  could  not  persuade  God  to 
l,e  on  their  side;  but  Shemaiah  the  prophet 
told  them,  that  God  threatened  to  lor^ake 
them,  as  they  had  forsaken  his  worship. 
When  they  heard  this,  they  were  immediately 
in  a  consternation  of  mind,  and  seeing  no  way 
of  deliverance,  they  all  earnestly  set  them- 
sulves  to  confess  that  God  might  justly  over- 
look them,  since  they  had  been  guilty  ol  im- 


daughter  of  Absalon;  by    laniar,  whose    looKtne  ,^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^.^ 

^   was    Maachah;    aud  by  t-";    '  ,>^^^  |  i:l„rusion.      So  when   God    saw_  them    in 


iiuim;   was    i^ioin  nun »    ■ •'     ,,     ,     i_ 

son    whom  he  named  Abijah.      He  ha,l»nore 


,  ■•  "•=  •-*"•;:!;  IhaH^^^n.'^iid  that  they  acknowledged 
over  many  other  children  by  other  «^V->^'*  ^;  ."i.^,,  he  told  tlie  prophet  that  he  w^uld 
he  loved  Miuu'luih  above  them  all.      ^ow  ue    uicn  ^       ,      ^^ ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^_   would,  how- 


he  loven  ;»iiuii  u."'  «."«'-    

Ld  eighteen  legitimate  wives,  and  thirty  con- 
e,  1,1,.;^,  and  he  had  born  to  hiin  twentv-eight 

ons    and    threescore   daughters;    but  he  ap- 
pointed  Abijah.  whom  he  had  by   Maa^ah. 

o  be  his  successor  in  the  kingdom,  and  in- 
trusted  him  already  with  the  treasures  and  the 

''r'^ow'r:Lnot  but  think  that  the  great- 
ne^J  of  a  kimruom.  and  its  diange  into  pro- 
snerllv.  often  become  the  occasion  of  m.schiel 
Ind  of  transgression  to  men;  tor  when  1  eho- 
hoani  saw  tbat  ms  kingdom  wa^  so  much  in- 
creased, he  went  out  of  the  right  way.  unto 
unrighteous  and  irrehgious  practices,  and  he 
despised  the  worship  of  God    till  the  peopk 
tiienselves  imitated  his   wickeji  actions;    for 
1„   „    usually  happens,  that   the   manners   o 
ni.iects  are  corrupted  at  the  same  time  wit 
tno'e  o.  uieir  governors;   wh.eh  subjects  then 
Uv  aside  their  own  sober  way  ol  living,  as 


tneir  sins,  uc  n^."  "■-  e--i- — -  ,  ,    v      . 

not  destroy  them,  but  that  he  would,  how 
ever,  make  them  servants  to  the  Egyptians, 
that  thev  may  learn  whether  they  will  suffer 
less  by  serving  men  or  God.  So  when  Shi- 
shak  had  taken  the  city  without  fighting,  be- 
cause Rehoboam  was  atraid,  and  received 
him  into  it,  vet  did  not  Shishak  stand  to  the 
eovenants  he  had  ma.le,  but  he  spoiled  the 
temple,  and  emptied  the  treasures  ol  God  and 
those  of  the  king,  and  carried  off  innumerable 
ten  thousands  of  gold  and  silver,  and  lelt  no- 
thing  at  all  behind  him.  He  also  took  away 
the  bucklers  of  gold,  and  the  shields,  which 
Solomon  the  king  ha,l  made;  nay,  he  did 
not   leave   the  golden   quivers   which   David 

.  That  .v.i.  s.,i.,„w  -»;-v!"  r,x,r?;co";''dt 

famous  Srsnsln.",  as  sorof  lu'''  "'V'!  ,,   l„„r.l.us  did 
Authent,  BecotJj,  ran  i>.  r'*'  '"*»•.    ,      ,.    ,•,••» 
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had  taVen  from  the  king  of  Zobah,  and  had 
dedicated  to  God ;  and  when  he  had  thus 
done,  he  returned  to  his  own  kingdom.  Now 
Herodotus  of  Halicarnassus  mentions  this  ex- 
pedition, having  only  mistaken  the  king's 
name;  and  [in  saying  that]  he  made  war  upon 
minv  other  nations  also,  and  hrought  Syria 
of  Palestine  into  subjection,  and  took  the 
men  that  were  therein  prisoners  without  iigbt- 
ing.  Now  it  is  manifest  that  he  intended  to 
declare  that  our  nation  vras  subdued  by  him  ; 
for  he  saith,  that  he  left  behind  him  pillars  in 
the  land  of  those  that  delivered  themselves  up 
to  him  without  fighting,  and  engraved  upon 
them  the  secret  parts  of  women.  Now  our 
king  Rehoboam  delivered  up  our  city  with- 
out fighting.  He  says  withal,"  that  the 
Ethiopians  learned  to  circumcise  their  privy 
parts  from  the  Egyptians;  with  this  addition, 
that  the  Phoenicians  and  Syrians  that  live  in 
Palestine  confess  that  they  learned  it  of  the 
Egyptians;  yet  it  is  evident  that  no  other  of 
the  Syrians  that  live  in  Palestine,  besides  us 
alone,  are  circumcised.  But  as  to  such  mat- 
ters, let  every  one  speak  what  is  agreeable  to 
his  own  opinion. 

4.  When  Shishak  was  gone  away,  king  Re- 
hoboam made  bucklers  and  shields  of  brass.  ' 
instead  of  those  of  gold,  and  delivered  the 
same  number  of  them  to  the  keepers  of  the 
king's  palace:  so,  instead  of  warlike  expedi- 1 
tions,  and  that  glury  which  results  from  those  i 
public  actions,  he  reigned  in  great  quietness, 
though  not  without  fear,  as  being  always  an 
enemy  to  Jeroboam ;  ami  he  died  when  he  had 
lived  fifty-seven  years  and  reigned  seventeen. 
He  was  in  his  disposition  a  proud  and  a  fool- 
ish man,  and  lost  [part  of  his]  dominions  by 
not  hearkening  to  his  father's  friends.  He 
was  buried  in  Jerusalem,  in  the  sepulchres  of 
the  kings;  and  his  son  Abijah  succeeded  him 
in  the  kingdom,  and  this  in  the  eighteenth 
year  of  Jerolioam's  reign  over  the  ten  tribes; 
and  this  was  the  conclusion  of  these  alf.urs. 
It  must  be  now  our  busine-s  to  relate  the  af- 
fliirs  of  Jeroboam,  and  how  he  ended  his  life; 
for  he  ceased  not,  nor  rested  to  lie  injurious 
to  God,  hut  every  day  raised  up  altars  upon 

•  Herodittus.  as  here  qiioteil  by  JosepTius.  an<!  .is  ttiis 
pH1|^ii^*•  sdll  stnn-tn  in  his  present  rdp-es.  1).  il.chap.  riv. 
allirms  lluit  "Ihe  I'h<rnicians  and  >yrians  in  I'alesline 
;vvhirli  Ust  are  ijenerally  siippnsed  to  denote  the  .lews] 
owned  their  rereivini;  circnnirision  from  ttie  l',i:ypti:ins;" 
wlierens  it  is  abunilantly  evident  that  the  .lews  received 
their  circumcision  from  the  patriarch  Abraham,  den.  xvii. 
n— U,  John  vii.  22,  2i.  as  1  conclnde  llie  K.;yptian 
priests  did  also.  It  is  not  theref.n-e  very  itnlikely,  that 
Herodotus,  because  the  Jews  h.ad  lived  Ions  in  Ksypt. 
and  came  out  of  it  circntncised,  did  thereupon  thinli 
tliey  had  learned  that  circumrision  in  F-itypt,  and 
had  it  not  before  Manetho.  the  fainons  F.ijyplian  chro. 
noloserand  historian,  who  knrw  the  liislory  of  his  own 
ciiunlrv  ranch  belter  than  Hero-lotiis.  complains  fre- 
quently of  his  mistakes  about  their  alTairs;  as  does  .lose- 
^lius  more  than  once  in  lliis  chapter.  Nor,  indeed,  .toes 
lerodotus  seem  at  all  acqu.iinied  with  Ihe  affairs  of  Ihe 
Jews;  for  as  he  never  n.mes  them,  5  J  Utile  or  nothing 
of  what  he  savs  about  then,  their  country,  or  mariume 
,  ...  Iwo  of'which  'm-  alone  nien'ions.  Cadytis  and 
■enisus.  proves  truef  nor,  indeed,  do  there  appear  to 
taftVR  ever  bevQ  any  'siich  clticit  oQ  their  coast. 


high  mountains,  and  went  on  ma'sing  priiistB 
out  of  the  multitude. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

CONCERNING  THE  DE.\TH  OP  A  SON  OF  JERO- 
B0.1M.  HOW  JEROBOAM  WAS  B£ATEN  BY 
ABIJAH,  WHO  DIED  A  LITTLE  AFTEKWAllOS, 
AND  WAS  SUCCEEDED  IN  HIS  KINGDuM  Bt 
ASA.  AND  ALSO  HOW,  AFTER  THE  DEATH 
OF  JEROBOAM,  EAASHA  DESTROYED  HIS  ?ON 
NADAB,  AND  ALL  THE  HOUSE  UF  JEROBOAM. 

§  1.  However,  God  was  in  no  long  time 
ready  to  return  Jeroboam's  wicked  actions, 
and  the  punishment  they  deserved,  upon  his 
own  head,  and  upon  the  heads  of  all  his  house : 
and  whereas  a  son  of  his  lay  sick  at  that  time 
who  was  called  Aliijah,  he  enjoined  his  wifo 
to  lay  aside  her  robes,  and  to  take  the  gar- 
ments belonging  to  a  private  person,  and  to 
go  to  Ahijah  the  prophet,  for  that  he  was  a 
wonderful  man  in  foretelling  futurities,  it 
having  been  he  who  told  me  that  I  should  be 
king.  He  also  enjoined  her,  when  she  came 
to  him,  to  inquire  concerning  the  child,  as  if  she 
were  a  stranger,  whether  he  should  escape  this 
distemper.  So  she  did  as  her  husband  hada 
her,  and  changed  her  habit,  and  came  to  the 
citv  Shiloh,  for  there  did  Aliijah  live:  and  as 
she  was  going  into  his  house,  his  eyes  bei;ig 
then  dim  with  age,  tJod  appeared  to  him,  and 
informed  him  of  two  things;  that  the  wife  ol 
Jeroboam  was  come  to  him,  and  what  aiiswei 
he  should  make  to  her  inqun-y.  Accordingly, 
as  the  woman  was  coming  into  the  house  like 
a  private  person  and  a  stranger,  he  cried  nut, 
"Come  in,  O  thou  wife  of  Jeroboam!  Why 
concealest  thou  thyself?  Thou  art  not  con- 
cealed  from  (^od,  who  hath  appeared  to  me, 
and  ilWonned  uie  that  thou  wast  coming,  and 
hath  given  me  in  command  what  I  shall  say 
to  thee."  So  he  said  that  she  should  go  aw.'iy 
to  her  husband,  and  speak  to  him  thus:— 
'•  Since  I  made  thee  a  gre;it  man  when  thou 
wast  little,  or  rather  wast  nothing,  and  rent 
the  kingdom  from  the  house  of  David,  and 
gave  it  to  thee,  and  thou  hast  been  uninindftil 
of  these  benefits,  hast  left  off  my  worship, 
hast  made  thee  multcn  gods,  and  honoured 
them,  I  will  in  like  manner  cast  thee  down 
again,  and  destroy  all  thy  house,  and  make 
them  food  for  the  dogs  and  the  fowls;  for  a 
certain  king  is  rising  up,  by  appointment,  over 
all  this  people,  who  shall  leave  none  of  tho 
family  of  Jeroboam  remaining.  The  niuhi- 
tude  also  shall  themselves  part.ake  of  the  sar-s 
punishment,  and  shall  he  cast  out  of  this  good 
land,  and  shall  be  scattered  into  the  p.aces  be- 
yond Euphrates,  because  they  have  followed 
the  wicked  practices  of  their  king,  and  hav? 
worshipped  the  gmis  that  lie  made,  and  for. 
saksn  mv  sacnfiees.      But  do  thou.  O  woman. 
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ipake  histe  back  to  thy  husband,  and  tell  him 
this  message  J  but  thou  shalt  then  find  thy 
son  dead,  for  as  thou  enterest  the  city  be  shall 
depart  this  life;  yet  shall  he  be  buried  with 
tlie  lamentation  of  all  the  multitude,  and  ho- 
noured with  a  general  raouniing,  for  he  is 
the  only  person  of  goodness  of  Jeroboam's 
famil"  "  When  the  prophet  had  foretold  these 
pvHiirs.  th**  woTian  went  hastily  away  with  a 
disordered  mind,  and  greatly  grieved  at  the 
dentb  of  the  forenanied  child:  so  she  was  in 
lamentation  as  she  went  along  the  road,  and 
mourned  for  the  death  of  her  son,  that  Wiis 
)ust  at  haud.  She  was  indeed  in  a  miserable 
condition,  at  the  unavoidhble  misery  of  his 
death,  and  went  apace,  but  in  circumstances 
very  unfortunate,  because  cf  her  son ;  for  the 
greater  haste  she  made,  she  would  the  »iOoner 
aee  her  son  deail,  yet  was  she  forced  to  make 
such  h:iste,  on  account  of  her  husbaud.  Ac- 
cordingly, when  she  was  come  back,  she  found 
that  the  cliild  had  given  up  the  ghost,  as  the 
prophet  had  said;  and  she  related  all  the  cir- 
cumstances to  tho  king. 

•2.  Yet  dill  not  .lerolioam  lay  any  of  these 
th'ngs  to  heart,  but  he  bnmght  together  a  very 
iiuiiieruus  army,  and  made  u  warlike  expedi- 
tion against  Abjah.  the  son  of  Uehoboum, 
who  huU  succeeded  liis  father  in  the  kingdom 
of  ihe  two  tribes;  lor  lie  despised  him  because 
of  his  age.  lint  when  he  heard  of  the  ex- 
|>edition  of  JeruboHui,  he  was  not  aDVigbted 
at  it,  but  provcil  <if  a  courageous  tenipi;r  of 
mind,  superior  both  to  his  youth  and  to  the 
hopes  of  his  enemy  ;  so  he  rliose  him  an  army 
out  of  the  two  tribes,  and  met  Jeroboam  at  a 
place  called  Mount  Zeniaraiin,  and  pitched 
his  camp  near  the  other,  and  prepared  every 
thing  necessary  for  the  tight.  His  army  con- 
sisted of  four  hiu>dred  thousand,  but  the  army 
of  .leroboaui  was  double  to  it.  Now,  as  the 
urruies  stood  in  array,  ready  Cor  action  and 
dangers,  and  were  just  going  to  fight,  Abijali 
stood  ujtoii  an  elevated  place,  and,  beckoning 
with  his  hand,  he  ilesired  the  multitude  and 
Jeroboam  himself  to  hear  first  with  silence 
what  he  had  to  say.  And  when  silence  was 
made,  he  began  to  speak,  and  told  them, — 
"  God  had  consented  that  David  and  his  pos- 
terity should  be  their  rulers  for  all  time  to 
come,  and  this  you  yourselves  are  not  unac- 
qu^iinted  with ;  but  1  cannot  but  wonder  how 
you  should  forsake  my  father,  and  join  your- 
selves to  his  servant  Jeroboam,  and  are  now 
here  with  him  to  fight  against  those  who,  by 
God's  own  determination,  are  to  reign,  and  to 
depi-ive  them  of  that  dominion  which  they 
nave  still  retained;  for  as  to  the  greater  part 
of  it.  Jeroboam  is  unjustly  in  possession  of  it. 
However  1  do  not  suppose  he  will  enjoy  it 
anv  longer;  but  when  he  hath  suffered  that 
punisnment  which  God  thinks  due  to  him  for 
>vnat  is  past,  he  u-ill  leave  off  the  transgressions 
he  'latri  been  guilty  of.  and  the  injuries  he  hath 
oliered  to  bim.  and    nhirh  he  hath  still  eon- 


tinued  to  offer,  and  hath  persuaded  you  to  do 
the  same;  yet  when  you  were  not  any  farther 
unjustly  treated  by  my  father,  than  that  he  did 
not  speak  to  you  so  as  to  please  yon,  and  this 
only  in  compliance  with  the  advice  of  wicked 
men,  you  in  anger  forsook  him,  as  you  pre- 
tended, but,  in  reality,  you  withdrew  your- 
selves from  God.  and  from  his  laws,  although 
it  had  been  right  for  you  to  have  forgive'i  a 
man  that  was  young  in  age,  and  not  used  to 
govern  people,  not  only  some  disagreeable 
words,  but  if  his  youth  and  his  unskilfulness 
in  affairs  had  led  him  into  some  unfortunate 
actions,  and  that  for  the  sake  of  his  father  S'> 
lomon,  and  the  benefits  you  received  from 
him ;  for  men  ought  to  excuse  the  sins  of  pos- 
terity on  account  of  the  benefactions  of  pa- 
rents: but  you  considered  nothing  of  all  tbi? 
then,  neither  do  you  consider  it  now,  but  come 
with  so  great  an  army  against  us.  And  what 
is  it  you  depend  upon  for  ^■ictory?  Is  it  upon 
these  golden  heifers,  and  the  altars  that  you 
have  on  high  places,  which  are  demonstrations 
of  your  impiety,  and  not  of  reUgious  worship? 
Or  is  it  the  exceeding  multitude  of  your  army 
which  gives  you  such  good  hopes?  Yet  cer- 
tainly there  is  no  strength  at  all  in  an  army  of 
many  ten  thousands,  when  the  war  is  unjust; 
for  we  ought  to  place  our  surest  hope  of  suc- 
cess against  our  enemies  in  righteousness  alone, 
and  in  piety  towards  God;  which  hope  we 
justly  have,  since  we  have  kept  the  laws  from 
the  beginning,  and  have  worshipped  our  own 
God,  who  was  rot  made  by  bauds  out  of  cor- 
ruptible matter;  nor  was  he  formed  by  a 
wicked  king,  in  order  to  deceive  the  multitude; 
but  who  is  his  own  workmanship,*  and  the 
beginnitig  and  end  of  all  things.  I  therefore 
give  you  counsel  even  now  to  repent,  and  to 
take  better  advice,  and  to  leave  off  the  prose- 
cution of  the  war;  to  call  to  mind  the  laws  of 
your  country^  and  to  reflect  what  it  hath  been 
that  hath  advanced  you  to  so  happy  a  state  as 
you  are  now  in." 

3.  This  was  the  speech  which  Abijah  made 
to  the  multitude.  But,  while  he  was  still 
speaking,  Jeroboam  sent  some  of  his  sol- 
diers privately  to  encompass  Abijah  round 
about,  on  certain  parts  of  the  camp  that  were 
not  taken  notice  of;  ar.d  when  he  was  thus 
Mnthin  the  compass  of  the  enemy,  his  army 
was  aiTrighted,  and  their  courage  failed  them. 
But  Abijah  encouraged  them,  and  exhorted 
them  to  (ilace  their  hopes  on  God,  for  that  he 
was  not  Liicompussed  by  the  enemy.  So  they 
all  at  oiii'e  implored  the  divine  assistance, 
while  the  priests  sounded  with  the  trumpet, 
and  they  made  a  shout,  and  fell  upon  their 
enemies,  and  God  brake  the  courage,  and  cast 
down  the  force  of  their  enemies,  and  made 
Abijah's    army   superior    to    them,    for    God 

•  This  is  a  stranee  expression  in  Josephus.  that  <^od 
is  his  uwn  workm^iiiship.  or  Iti:>I  tit-  inaile  himself,  con- 
trary to  common  sense  and  lo  catholic  Chrislianitji  per- 
haps lie  only  means  llat  he  was  not  made  by  out,  i.tit 
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rouchsafed  to  grant  them  a  wonderful  and 
very  famous  victory :  and  such  a  slaughter 
was  now  made  of  Jeroboam's  army  *  as  is 
never  recorded  to  have  happened  in  any  other 
war,  whether  it  were  of  the  Greeks  or  of  the 
iiarliarians,  lor  they  overthrew  [and  slew]  five  ' 
hundred  thousand  of  their  enemies,  and  they  ' 
took  their  strongest  cities  by  force,  and  spoiled 
ibeiD;  and  besides  those,  they  did  the  same  ' 
to  Bethel  and  her  towns,  and  Jeshanah  and 
her  towns.  And  :ifier  this  defeat,  Jeroboam 
never  recovered  himself  during  the  life  of! 
Abljab,  who  yet  did  not  long  survive,  for  he 
reigned  aiiout  three  years,  and  was  buried  in 
Jerusalem  in  the  sepulchres  of  his  forefathers. 
He  left  behind  him  tucnty-rwo  sons  and  six- 
teen daughters,  and  he  bad  also  tho~e  children 
by  fourteen  wives;  and  Ash  his  son  succeeded 
in  the  kiiigdom;  and  the  \oung  man's  mother 
was  Micbaiah.  Under  bis  reign  the  country 
of  the  Israelites  enjoyed  peace  for  ten  years. 
4.  And  so  far  concerning  Abijah,  the  son 
of  Ueboboam,  the  son  of  Solomon,  as  his  his- 
tory hath  come  down  to  us;  but  Jeroboam, 
the  king  of  the  ten  tribes,  died  when  he  had 
governed  them  tuo  and  twenty  xears;  whose 
son  Nadab  succeeded  him,  in  the  second  ^ear' 
of  the  reign  of  Asa.  Now  Jeroboam's  son  [ 
governed  two  years,  and  resembled  his  father 
in  impiety  and  wickedness.  In  these  two 
years  be  made  an  expedition  agamst  Gibbe- 
thon,  a  city  of  the  Philistines,  and  continued 
the  siege  in  order  to  take  it;  but  he  was  con- 
spired against  while  be  was  there,  by  a  friend 
of  bis,  whose  name  was  ]t:tu>ba,  the  son  of 
Ahijah,  and  was  slain;  which  Haasha  took  the 
kingdom  after  the  other's  death,  and  destroy- 
ed the  whole  house  of  Jeroboam.  *  It  also 
came  to  pass,  according  as  Goii  bad  foretold, 
that  some  of  Jeroboam's  kindred  that  died  in 
the  city  were  torn  to  pieces  and  devoured  by 
dogs;  and  that  others  of  tlieni  that  died  in 
the  fields,  were  torn  and  de\r>urid  by  the 
fowls.  So  the  bouse  of  Jeroboam  suffered 
the  just  punishment  of  bis  impiety  and  of  his 
wicked  actions. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

How   ZEHAH,   IING  OF  THE   ETHIOPIANS.  WAS 
BLATEN     BV    ASA;       A.VD      HOW     ASA,     I'POS 

baasha's  making  war  against  him,  in- 
vited THE  KING  OF  THE  DAMASCENS  TO  i 
ASSIST  HIM:  AND  HOW,  ON  THE  DESTRUC- 
TION OF  THE  HOISE  OF  BAASHA,  ZIMRI  GOT 
THE  KINGDOM.  AS  DID  HIS  SON  AHAB  AFTEB 
HIM.  I 

§   1.   Now  Asa,   the  king  of  Jerusalem,  was  I 
af  all  excellent  character,  and  had  a  regard  I 

'  6_.  tuis  terrible  uD<i  pitrfrclK  imparaHrlleil  slmighler 
of  ^iCO.OOO  men  of  Ih.-  nt  vvK    i.l,.Ii.trou>   and    r<  brli:ou« 

tett   tribeff,  Ood'i   lii^i,   tji*)/Icatu«   Mud    fndiguuuoD 


to  God,  and  neither  iid  no  designed  any 
thing  but  what  had  relation  to  the  observation 
of  the  laws.  He  made  a  reformation  of  hi3 
kingaom,  and  cut  off  whatsoever  was  wicked 
therein,  and  purified  it  from  every  impurity. 
How  be  had  an  army  of  chosen  men,  I  bat 
were  armed  with  targets  and  spears;  out  of 
the  tribe  of  Judah  three  hundred  thousand; 
and  out  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  that  bore 
shields  and  drew  bows,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand;  but  when  he  had  already  reigi:ed 
ten  years,  Zerab,  king  of  Ethiopia, ■!■  made  an 
expedition  against  him,  with  a  great  army  of 
nine  hundred  thousand  footmen,  and  one 
hundred  thousand  horsemen,  and  three  hun- 
dred chariots,  and  came  as  far  as  Mareshah, 
a  city  that  belonged  to  the  tribe  of  Judah. 
Now  when  Zerah  bad  passed  so  far  with  his 
own  army,  Asa  met  him,  and  put  his  army  in 
array  over-against  him,  in  a  valley  called 
Zep'bathah,  not  far  from  the  city;  and  when 
he  saw  the  multitude  of  the  Ethiopians,  he 
cried  out,  and  besought  God  to  give  him  the 
victory,  and  that  he  might  kill  many  ten  thou- 
sands of  the  enemy:  "  For,"  said  he,  *'  1 
depend  on  nothing  else  but  that  assistance 
which  I  expect  from  thee,  which  is  able  to 
make  the  fewer  superior  to  the  more  nume- 
rous, and  the  weaker  to  the  stronger;  and 
thence  it  is  alone  that  I  venture  to  meet  Ze- 
rab and  fight  bim." 

2,  While  Asa  was  saying  this,  God  gave 
him  a  signal  of  victory,  and  joining  battle 
cheerfully  on  account  of  what  God  had  fore- 
told about  it,  he  slew  a  great  many  of  the 
Ethiopians;  and  when  he  bad  put  them  to 
flight,  he  pursued  them  to  the  country  of 
Gerar;  and  when  they  left  off  killing  their 
enemies,  they  betook  themselves  to  spoiling 
them  (for  the  city  Gerar  was  already  taken), 
and  to  spoiling  their  camp,  so  that  they  car- 
ried off  much  gold,  and  mu<-h  silver,  and  a 
great  deal  of  [other]  prey,  and  camels,  and 
great  cattle,  and  flocks  of  sheep.  Accord- 
ingly, when  Asa  and  his  army  had  obtained 
such  a  victory,  and  such  wealth  from  God, 
they  returiied  to  Jerusalem.  Now,  as  they 
were  coining,  a  prophet,  whose  name  wns 
Azariah,  met  them  on  the  road,  and  hjide 
them  stop  their  journey  a  little,  and  began  to 
say  to  them  thus: — That  the  reason  why  they 
had  obtained  this  victory  from  God  was  this, 
that  they  bad  showed  themselves  righteous  and 
religious  men,  and  had  done  every  thing  ac- 
cording to  the  will  of  God;  that  therefore,  he 
said,  if  they  persevered  therein,   God  would 

against  that  idolatry  and  rebellion  fullj  appeared^  the 
reroaioder  were  thereby  seriously  cautioned  not  to  per- 
sist io  Ihera,  and  a  i.ind  if  balance  or  equilibrium  was 
made  between  tbe  ten  and  the  two  tribes  for  tl>«  time  to 
come:  wQile  otherwise  tbe  lerpetlullj  idolatrous  and 
rebell;ous  ten  tribes  wonid  naturally  have  been  loo 
nowerfnl  lor  the  two  tribes,  which  were  fretty  Irvquenlly 
free  holh  Irom  such  iduJatiy  and  rebellion;  nor  is  there 
any  reason  to  duuhi  ,jf  llie  Irutli  of  !he  prodii^tous  num- 
t>er  slain  upon  »o  siKna!  an  ucvasion. 

+  'i  be  reader  is  tu  remeiober.  Ihat  Cutk  is  not  £tba^ 
pia.  but  Arabia.     Sec  iiocbart,  h.  iv.  cti.  iL 
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rnnt  that  they  should  always  OTercome  their 
enemies,  and  live  happily;  but  »hat  it  they 
left  off  his  wor.Uip,  all  things  shall  taU  out 
on  the  contrary;  and  a  time  should  come, 
wherein  no  true  prophet  shall  be  left  m  your 
whole  multitude,  nor  a  priest  who  shall  UeU- 
vct  you  a  true  answer  from  the  oracle;  but 
your  cities  shall  he  overthrown,  and  your  na- 
tion scattered  over  the  wh.jle  earth,  and  Uve 
the  life  of  strangers  and  wanderers.  So  he 
ailvised  them,  while  they  had  time,  to  be  good, 
an<l  not  to  deprive  themselves  of  the  favour 
of  God.  When  the  king  and  the  people  heard 
this  they  rejoiced;  and  all  in  common,  and 
evorv  one  in  particular,  took  great  care  to 
behave  themselves  righteously.  The  king 
also  sent  sotne  to  take  care  that  those  lu  the 
countrv  should  observe  the  laws  also. 

3.   And  this  was  the  state  of  Asii,  king  of 
the    two  tribes.      I   now  return   to   Kaasha, 
the  king  of  the   multitude  of  the   Israelites 
who  slew  Nadab,  the  son  of  Jeroboam,  and 
retained  the  government.      He  dwelt  in  the 
city  Tirzah,  having  made  that  his  habitation, 
and  reigned  twenty-four  years.      He  became 
more  wicked  and  impious  than  Jeroboam  or 
his  son.     He  did  a  great  deal  of  mischief  to 
the  multitude,  and  was  injurious  to  God,  who 
sent  the  prophet  Jehu,  and  told  him  betore- 
haiid    that  his  whole  family  should   be  de- 
stroyed, and  that  he  would  bring  the  sawie 
miseries  on  his  house  which  had  brought  that 
of  Jeroboam  to   ruin;  because  when   he  had 
been  made  king  by  him,  he  had  not  re<iuited 
his    kindness,    by   governing   the    multitude 
righteously  and  reUgiously ;  which  thiiiK-S  in 
the  first   place,    tended  to   their  own  happi- 
ness; and,  in  the  next  place,  were  pleasing  to 
God:  that  he  had  imitated  this  very  wncked 
king    Jeroboam ;    and    although    that    man  s 
soul  had  perished,  yet  did  he  express  to  the 
life    his    wickedness;    and  he    said    that   he 
should   therefore   justly  experience  the  like 
calamity  with  him,  since  he  had  been  guilty 
of  the  like  wickedness.     But  Baasha,  though 
he  heard  beforehand  what  miseries  would  be- 
faU  him  and  his  whole  family  for  their  inj.o. 
lent  behaviour,  yet  did  not  he  leave  otf  his 
wicked   practices  for  the  time  to  come,  nor| 
did  he  care  to  appear  to  be  other  tl.an  worse  j 
and  worse  tiU  he  died;  nor  did  ho  then  re- 
pent of  his  past  actions,  nor  endeavour  to  ob- 
tain pardon  of  God  for  thmn,  but  di.l  as  those 
do  who  have  rewards  proposed  to  them,  when 
they  have  once  in  earnest  set  about  their  work, 
thev  do  not  lea.t  off  their  labours;   for  thus 
did'Baasha,  when  the  prophet  foretold  to  him 
what  would  come  to  pass,  grow  worse   as  it 
what  were  threatened,  the  perdition  ot  his  fa- 
mily  and  the  destruction  of  bis  house  (which 
are  really  among  the  greatest  of  evils),  were 

.  Here  is  »  "rv  great  error  iu  our  Hebrew  copy  in 
lhi>  plac-  (2  Cliron.  vi.  3-6),  a»  applj.";;  what  f.llovv. 
lo  time,  puat,  and  not  to  times  futnre;  wh.nc*  tlial  text 
i>  qui,*  iui»»ppli«il  bj  Sit  l«aac  Ntwtoa. 


good  things;  and,  as  if  he  were  s  (Xtmbatant 
for  wckedness,  he  every  day  took  more  and 
more  pains  for  it ;  and  at  last  he  took  his 
army,    and*  assaulted  a   certain   con-'derable 
city  called  Ramah,  which  was  forty  '"■•lo"Fj 
distant  from   Jerusalem;  and  when  he   had 
taken  it    he   fortified   it,  having  determined 
beforehand  to  leave  a  garrison  in  it,  Mat  they 
might  thence  make  excursions,  and  do  mis- 
chief to  the  kingdom  of  Asa.  ^   . ,     .  ^.        . 
4    Whereupon  Asa  was  afraid  ot   the  at- 
tempts  the  enemy  might   make  upoii  him  ; 
and  considering  with  himself  what  mischiefs 
this  army  that  was  left  in  Ramah  might  do 
to  the  country  over  which  he  reigned,  he  sent 
ambassadors  to  the  king  of  the  Damascena, 
with  gold  and  silver,  desiring  his  assistance, 
and  putting  him  in  mind  that  we  have  had  a 
friendship   together   from   the  tunes   of  our 
forefathers.      So  he  gladly  received  that  sum 
of  money,  and  made  a  league  with  him,  and 
broke  the  friendship  he  had  mth  Baasha,  and 
sent  the  commanders  of  his  own  forces  unto 
the  cities  that  were  under  Baashas  '[omimon, 
and  ordered  them  to   do  them  mischief,      bo 
thev  went  and  burnt  some  of  them,  ami  spoiled 
others;     Ijon.    and     Dan,    and     Abel  mam,  t 
and  manv  others.      Now  when  the  king  of 
Israel   heard   this,  he  left  off   budding    and 
fortifving  Ramah,  and  returned  presently  to 
assist  his  own  people  uniicr  the  distresses  they 
were  in;  but  Asa  made  use  of  the  materials 
that  were  prepared  for  building  that  city,  lor 
building  in  the  same  place  two  strong  cities 
the  one  of  which  was  called  Geba,  and  the 
other  Miipah  ;  so  that  after  this,  B«^^a  had 
no  leisure  to  make  expeditions  against  Asa, 
for  he  was  prevented  by  death,  and  was  bu- 
rLd  in  the  city   Tiizah;  and  E'^h,  his  son 
ook  the  kingtlom,  who,  when  he  had  reigned 
two  years,  died,  being  treacherously  slain  by 
zTmri,  the  eapt;in  of  half  his  army;  for  when 
he  was  at  Arza,  his  steward's  house,  he  per- 
suaded  some  of  the  horsemen  that  w-ere  uti- 
derhim  to  assault  Elah.  and  by  that  means 
he  slew  him  when  he  was  mthout  his  armed 
men,  and  his  captains,  for  they  were  all  busied 
in  the  siege  of  Gibbethon,  a  city  of  the  Phi- 
listines.  . 

5  When  Zimri,  the  captain  of  the  army, 
had  killed  Elah,  he  took  the  kingdom  him- 
self and,  accorthng  to  Jehu's  prophecy,  slew 
all  the  house  of  Baasha;  for  it  came  to  pass 
that  Baasha's  house  utterly  perished,  on  ac- 


+  This  At>elmain,  or,  in  Josepbas's  copy,  At"^"'"'' 
tbit  belonged  to  the  land  of  Urael,  and  bo^Jere'l  ""^a^ 

country  of  Uamascus,  i>  ^"PP"'!',"""',''^!  il^The'^ 
Soanheim,  to  be  tbe  same  wltb  Abel,  or  Ablla,  ""e"™ 
came  AbUene.  Tbis  may  be  Ib.t  city  so  denominated 
ftom  AblTtbe  nshteons,  tbert  buried,  "ncermng  the 
shJddms  of  »bo,e  blood  witbin  (he  compass  ""he  '^"^ 
of  Israd.  I  understand  our  Saviour's  words,  about  the 
(IxJ  »a;  and  overtbrow  of  JuJe^  b,  TIWS  "d  ^i    Bo. 

SLVS  ;J;n",beTn7fr■:m^i^b.:""f  ;:r^.p»' 

Abel  to  'b'  blSod  of  Zacbur,as.  son  »'  B'-^^--,  "'\7, 
ye  .lew  between  the  te.nple  and  tbe  altar.  V"''*"  ^"^ 
unto  you.  all  these  th,nii~  shall  come  upon  tbi,  ,«^r». 
tj»n."     MUt  Miu.  34,  ati  l.uk«  M-  01- 
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count  of  his  impiety,  in  the  eame  manner  &■ 
we  have  already  describad  the  destruction  of 
the  house  of  Jeroboam;  but  the  army  that 
was  besieging  Gibbethon,  when  they  beard 
what  had  befallen  the  king,  and  that  when 
Zimri  bad  killed  him  he  had  gained  the  king- 
dom, they  made  Omri  their  general  king, 
who  drew  off  his  army  from  Gibbethon,  and 
came  to  Tirzah,  wbere  the  royal  palace  was, 
and  assaulted  the  city,  and  took  it  by  force. 
Hut  when  Zimri  saw  that  the  city  had  none 
to  defend  it,  he  fled  into  the  inmost  [lai  t  of 
the  palace,  and  set  it  on  tire,  and  burnt  him- 
self with  it,  when  he  bad  reigned  only  seven 
da)S.  Upon  which  the  people  of  Israel  were 
presently  divided,  and  part  of  them  would 
have  Tibiu  to  be  king,  and  part  Omri ;  but 
when  those  that  were  for  Ocnri's  ruling  had 
beaten  Tibni,  Omri  reigned  over  all  the  mul- 
titude. Now  it  was  in  the  thirtieth  year  of 
the  reign  of  Asa  that  Omri  reigned  lor  twelve 
years ;  six  of  these  years  he  reigned  in  the 
city  of  Tirzab,  and  the  rest  in  the  city  called 
Semareon,  but  named  by  the  Greeks  Sama- 
ria ;  but  he  himself  called  it  Semareon,  from 
Semer,  who  sold  him  the  mountain  whereon 
he  built  it.  Mow  Omri  was  no  way  different 
from  those  kings  that  reigned  before  him, 
but  that  he  grew  worse  than  they,  for  they 
all  sought  bovv  tbey  might  turn  the  people 
away  from  God,  by  their  daily  wicked  prac- 
tices ;  and  on  that  account  it  was  that  God 
made  one  of  them  to  be  slain  by  another,  and 
that  no  one  person  of  their  families  should 
remain.  This  Omri  also  died  at  Samaria, 
and  Ahab  his  son  succeeded  him. 

ti.  Now  by  these  events  we  may  learn  what 
concern  God  hath  for  the  atfairs  of  mankind, 
and  how  be  loves  good  men,  and  hates  the 
wicked,  and  destroys  th>?m  root  and  l)rancb; 
for  many  of  these  kings  of  Israel,  they  and 
their  families,  were  niiaeraOly  destroyed,  and 
taken  away  one  by  another,  in  a  short  time, 
for  their  transgression  and  wickedness ;  but 
Asa,  who  was  king  of  Jerusalem,  and  olt  the 
two  tribes,  attained,  by  God's  blessing,  a  long 
and  a  blessed  old  age,  for  bis  piety  and  righ- 
teousness, and  died  happily,  when  be  had 
reigned  forty  and  one  years;  and  when  he 
was  dead,  bis  son  Jehoshaphat  succeeded  him 
in  the  government.  He  was  born  of  Asa's 
\mK'  Azubab.  And  all  men  allowed  that  he 
luii.jtved  the  works  of  David  his  forefather, 
ai.i  this  both  in  courage  and  piety;  but  we 
a  c  not  obliged  now  to  speak  any  more  of  the 
aUain  of  this  king. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

HOW  AHAB,  WHES  IIE  HAD  TAKES  JEZEBEL  T9 
VnFE,  BECAME  SIORE  >71CKED  TIIAS  ALL  Till 
KCGS  THAT  HAD  BEES  BEFORE  HIM.  OF  THB 
ACTION3  OF  THE  rKOPIIET  ELUAlt ;  AST)  WHAT 
BEFEL  NABOTH. 

§  1.  Now  Ahab.  the  king  of  Israel,  dwelt  ii» 
Samaria,  and  held  the  government  for  twenty- 
two  years;  and  made  no  alteration  in  the 
conduct  of  the  kings  that  were  bis  predeces- 
sors, but  only  in  such  things  as  were  of  his 
own  invention  for  the  worse,  and  in  his  most 
gross  wickedness.  He  imitated  them  in  their 
wicked  courses,  and  in  their  injurious  beha- 
viour towards  God ;  and  more  especially  he 
imitated  the  trangression  of  <eroboam;  for 
he  worshipped  the  heifers  that  he  had  made; 
and  he  contrived  other  absurd  objects  of  wor- 
ship besides  those  heifers;  he  also  took  to 
wife  the  daughter  of  Ethbaal,  king  of  the 
Tyrians  and  Sidonians,  whose  name  was  Jeze- 
bel, of  whom  he  learned  to  worship  her  owi> 
gods.  This  woman  was  active  and  bold,  anrt 
fell  into  so  great  a  degree  of  impurity  and 
wickedness,  that  she  built  a  temple  to  the  go<f 
of  the  Tyrians,  which  they  called  Belus,  and 
planted  a  grove  of  all  sorts  of  trees;  she  also 
appointed  priests  and  false  prophets  to  this" 
god.  The  king  also  himself  ha<l  many  such 
about  him;  and  so  exceeded  in  madness  and 
wickedness  all  [the  kings]  that  went  before 
him. 

2.  There  was  now  a  prophet  of  God  Al- 
mighty, of  Thesbor,  a  country  in  Gilead,  that 
came  to  Ahal),  and  said  to  him  that  God 
foretold  he  would  not  send  ruin  nor  dew  in 
those  years  upon  the  country  but  when  he 
should  appear.  And  when  he  had  confirmed 
this  by  an  oath,  he  departed  into  the  southern 
parts,  and  made  his  abode  by  a  brook,  out  ot 
which  he  had  water  to  drink;  for  as  for  his  food, 
ravens  brought  it  to  him  every  day;  but  when 
llivtt  river  was  dried  up  for  want  of  rain,  he  came 
til  Ziirephath,  a  city  not  far  from  Siiion  and 
Tyre,  tor  it  lay  between  them,  and  this  at  the 
coniniaiid  ol'  God,  for  [God  told  him]  that  be 
should  1  liere  find  r.  woman,  who  was  a  widow, 
that  sliuiild  give  him  sustenance:  so  when  he 
was  not  far  olf  the  city,  he  saw  a  woman  that 
laboured  with  her  own  hands,  gathering  of 
sticks ;  so  God  informed  biin  that  this  was 
the  wumaii  who  was  to  give  him  sustenance; 
so  be  came  and  saluted  her,  and  desired  her 
to  biing  him  some  water  to  drink;  but  as  she 
was  going  so  to  do,  he  called  to  her,  and 
would  have  her  to  bring  him  a  loaf  of  bread 
also;  whereupon  she  affirmed  upon  oath, 
that  she  had  at  home  nothing  more  than  on© 
handful  of  meal  and  a  little  oil,  and  that  she 
was  going  to  gather  some  sticks,  that  she 
might  kuead  it,  aiid  make  bread  for  henelf 
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«nd  her  son;  after  which,  she  said,  they  must 
perish,  and  be  .consumed  by  the  famine,  for 
they  bad  nothing  for  themselves  any  longer. 
Hereupon  he   said,  "Go  on  with  good   cou- 
rage, and  hope  for  better  things;    and  hrst 
of  all  make  me  a  little  cake,  and  bring  it  to 
uie,  tor  1  toretel  to  thee  that  this  vessel  of  meal 
and  this  cruite  of  oil  shall  not  f;iil  until  God 
send  rain."   When  the  prophet  had  said  this,  she 
came  to  him,  and  made  him  the  before-named 
cake:  of  which  she  had  part  for  herself,  and  | 
gave  the  rest  to  her  son,  and  to  the  prophet  also ;  : 
nor  did  anv  thing  of  this  fail  until  the  drought 
ceased.    Now  Menander  mentions  this  drought 
in   his   account  of  the  act  of   Ethbaiil,  king 
of  the  Tyrians;   where  he  says  thus: — "  Un- 
der him,  there  was  a  want  of  rain  from  the 
inoiilh   HyperhcretKus  till  the  month  Hyper- 
beretwus  of  the  year  following;  but  when  be 
made  supplications,  there   came  great  thun- 
ders.     This  Etbbaal  built  the  city  Hotrys,  in 
Phoenicia,  and  the  city  Auza,  in  Libya."      Uy 
these  words  he  designed  the  want  of  rain  that 
was  in  the  days  of  Ahab;  for  at  that  time  it 
was  that   Etbbaal  also  reigned  over  the  Ty- 
rians, as  Menander  informs  us. 

3.    Now  this  woman,  of  whom  we  spake 
before,  that  sustained  the  prophet,  when  her 
son  was  fallen  into  a  distemper  till   he  gave 
up  the  ghost,  and  appeared  to  be  dead,  came 
to    the    prophet    weeping,    and    beating    her 
brea>ts  with  her  hands,  and  sending  out  such 
expressions  as  her  passions  dictated  to  her, 
and  complained  to  him  that  he  had  come  to 
her  to  reproach  her  for  her  sins,  and  that  on 
(his  account  it   was  that  her  son  was  dead. 
Hut  he  bid  her  be  of  good  cheer,  anil  deliver 
her  son  to  him,  for  that  he  would  deliver  him 
again  to  her  alive.     So  when  she  had  delivered 
her  son  up  to  him,  he  carried  liim  into  an  up- 
per room,  where  he  himself  lodged,  and  laid 
him  down  upon  the  bed,  and  cried  unto  God, 
and  said,  that  God  had  not  done  well  in  re- 
warding the  woman  who  had  entertained  him 
Bnd  sust;dneil  him.  by  taking  aivay  her  son; 
anil  he  prayed  that  he  would  send  again  the 
soul  of  the  child  into  him,  and  bring  him  to 
life  again.      Accordingly  God  took  pity  on  the 
mother,  and  was  willing  to  gratify  the  pro- 
phet, that  he  might  not  seem  to  have  come 
to  do  her  a  mischief;  and  the  child,  beyond  all 
expectation,  came  to  life  again.      So  the  mo- 
ther returned  the  prophet   thanks,  and  said 
she  was  then   clearly  satisfied   that  God  did 
converse  with  him. 

4.  After  a  little  while  Elijah  came  to  king 
Ahab,  according  to  God's  will,  to  inform  him 
that    rain    was    coming.*     Now    the    famine 

•  Joscphus.  in  hU  present  copies,  says.  Tliat  a  little 
while  alter  the  recovery  of  the  widow's  son  of  Sarepta. 
Goil  sent  nin  upon  the  earth:  whereas,  in  our  nlher 
copies,  it  is  alter  many  ilays,  I  Kinns  xviii.  I.  Seicrat 
years  are  also  inlimated  there,  ant  in  Jo>ephns  (sect-  -.il. 
fc.  helitns;ing  to  this  dronirht  an'l  famine:  nay,  we  liare 
ihe  express  mention  of  the  tliird  year,  whieli.  1  aoppnse,  ( 
wai  recltoned  from  the  r«cover>'  of  liie  widow's  son  and  I 
the  ceasing  of  tbis  ilrotiubt  in  PItwnina.  (wljicb.  as  Al«.  | 


had  seized  upon  the  whole  country,  and  there 
was  a  great  want  of  what   was  necessary  for 
sustenance,  insomuch   that  it  was   not   only 
men  that  wanted  it,  but  the  earth  itself  also, 
which  did  not  produce  enough  for  the  horses 
and  the  other  beasts,  of  what  was  useful  tor 
them  to  feed  on,  by  reason  of  the  drought. 
So   the   king   called    for    Obadiah,    who   was 
steward  over  his  cattle,  and  said  to  him,  that 
he   would  have  him   go  to  the   fountains  ot 
w.iter,  and  to  the  brooks,   that   if  any  herbs 
could  be  found  for  them,  they  might  mow  it 
down,  and  reserve  it  for  the  beasts.       And 
when  he  had  sent  persons  all  over  the  habi- 
talile  earth, t  to  discover  the  prophet  Elijah, 
and  they  could  not  find  him,  he  bade  Ohadiali 
accompiiMV    him:    so    it    was    resolved    they 
should  make  a  progress,  and  divide  the  ways 
between  them;  and  Obadiah  took  one  road, 
and  the  king  another.      Now  it  happened,  that 
the  same  time  when  queen  Jezebel  slew  tha 
prophets,    this   Obadiah    had    hidden   a   luin- 
dred    prophets,  and    had  fed    them   with  no- 
thing but  bread  and  water.      But  when  Oba- 
diah  was  alone,  and   absent  from  the    king, 
the   prophet    Elijah    met   him;  and    Obadiah 
asked  him   who  he   was ;    and   when  he   had 
learned    it    from    him,    he    worshipped    him. 
Klijah  then  hid  him  go  to  the  king,  and  tell 
him  that  I  am  here  ready  to   wait  on   hini. 
But   Obadiah    replied,    •'  What    evil   have    I 
done  to  thee,   that  thou   sendest  nie  to  one 
who  seekelli  to  kill  thee,  and  hath  sought  over 
all   the  earth  for  thee?      Or  was  he  so  igno- 
rant as  not  to  know  tliat  the  king  h  id  left  no 
place  untiiiiihed  unto  which  he  had   not  sent 
persons  to  b'ing  him  back,  in  order,  if  they 
could   take  him,  to  have  him  put  to  death;" 
For  he  told  him  he  was  afraid  lest  Giid  should 
appear  to  him  again,  and  he  should  go  away 
into  another  place;  anil   that  when  the  king 
should  send   him  for    Elijah,  and    be  should 
miss  of  him.  and  not  be  aide  to  tind  him  any- 
where upon  earth,  he  should  he  put  to  death. 
He  desired  him  therefore  to  take  care  of  his 
preservation;  and  told  him  how  diligently  he 
had  provided  for  those  of  his  own  profession, 
and    had    saved   a    hundred    prophets,    when 
Jezebel  slew  the  rest  of  thein,  and  had  kept 
them  concealed,  and  that  they  had  been  sus- 
tained  bv  him.       But   Elijah   bade   him  fear 
nothing,  but  go  to  the  king;  ami  he  assured 
him  upon  oatli  that  he  would  certainly  show 
himself  to  Ahab  that  very  day. 

5.  So  when  Obadiah  had  informed  the  king 
that  Elijah  was  there,  Ahih  iiiot  him,  and 
asked  hiin  in  anger,  if  he  were  the  man  that 
noniier  infonns  us  here,  lasted  one  whole  year):  and 
bolh  our  Saviour  and  St.  James  aflirm.  ihat  this  drousht 
lasted  lliree  (ears  and  six  mnnllis.  as  their  copies  iif  lh« 
I  lid  Testament  then  informed  them,  Luke  i».  25;  Jamel 


V.   17, 

'  +  Josephus  here  srems  to  mean,  that  this  droiiffht 
alT.cted  all  li.e  habilahle  eaitli,  and  presentiv  all  tile 
pirlh.  as  our  Saviour  savs  it  was  upon  all  the  earth, 
l.ulie  IV.  24.  Thev  who  restrain  these  expressions  to 
the  laiio  of  .liidea  alone,  go  without  iullicieal  anthormr 
*rf  rxomples.  ■' 
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alflicted  the  people  of  the  Hebrews,  and  was 
the  occasion  of  the  drought  they  lay  under? 
but  Elijah,  without  any  liattery,  said  that  he 
ivas  himself  ihe  man;  he  and  his  house,  which 
brought  such  atflictions  upon  them ;  and  that 
by  introducing  strange  gods  into  their  country, 
and  worshipping  them,  and  by  leaving  their 
own,  who  waB  the  only  true  God,  and  having 
no  manner  of  regard  to  him.  However,  he 
bade  him  go  his  way,  and  gather  together  all 
the  people  to  hiin,  to  mount  Carmel,  with  his 
own  prophets,  and  those  of  his  wife,  teUing 
him  how  many  there  were  of  them,  as  also  the 
prophets  of  the  groves,  aliout  four  hundred 
in  number.  And  as  all  the  men  whom  Ahab 
sent  for  ran  away  to  the  forenamed  mountain, 
the  prophet  Elijah  stood  in  the  midst  of  them, 
and  said,  "How  long  will  you  live  thus  in  un- 
certainty of  mind  and  opinion?"  He  also  ex- 
horted them,  that  in  case  they  esteemed  their 
own  country  God  to  be  the  true  and  only  God, 
they  woidd  follow  him  and  his  connnandments; 
but  in  case  they  esteemed  him  to  be  nothing, 
but  had  an  opinion  of  the  strange  gods,  and 
that  they  ought  to  worship  them,  his  counsel 
was.  that  they  should  follow  them.  And 
when  the  multitude  made  no  answer  to  what 
he  said,  Elijah  desired,  that,  for  a  trial  of  the 
power  of  the  strange  gods  and  of  their  own 
God,  he,  who  was  his  only  proi)het,  \vhile  they 
had  four  hundred,  might  take  a  heifer  and  kill 
it  as  a  sacrifice,  and  lay  it  upon  pieces  of  wood, 
ajui  not  kindle  any  tire,  and  that  they  should  do 
the  same  things,  and  call  upon  their  own  gods 
to  set  the  wood  on  lire,  for  if  that  were  done. 


the  water  poured  into  it.  When  he  had  done 
this,  he  began  to  pray  to  God,  and  to  invoeale 
him  to  make  manifest  his  power  to  a  people 
that  had  already  been  in  an  error  a  long  time; 
upon  which  words  a  tire  came  on  a  sudden 
from  heaven,  in  the  sight  of  the  multitude, 
and  fell  upon  the  altar,  and  consumed  the 
sacrifice,  till  the  very  water  was  set  on  fire, 
and  the  place  w-as  become  dry. 

6.  Now  when  the  Israehtes  saw  this,  they 
fell  down  upon  the  ground,  and  worshipped 
one  God,  and  called  him  The  i;reai  and  the 
onii  true  God;  but  they  called  the  otliera 
mere  names,  framed  by  the  evil  and  wild 
opinions  of  men.  So  they  caught  their  pro- 
phets, and,  at  the  command  of  Elijah,  tlew 
them.  Elijah  also  said  to  the  king,  that  he 
should  go  to  dinner  «ithout  any  farther  coii- 
ceiu;  for  that  in  a  Uttle  time  be  would  see 
God  send  them  rain.  Accordingly,  Ahab 
went  his  way;  but  Elijah  went  up  to  the 
highest  top  of  Mount  Carmel,  and  sat  down 
upon  the  ground,  and  leaned  his  head  upo:i 
his  knees,  and  baile  his  servant  go  up  to  a 
certain  elevated  place,  and  look  towards  the 
sea,  and  when  he  should  see  a  cloud  risiiif; 
anywhere,  he  should  give  him  notice  of  it,  liir 
till  that  time  the  air  had  been  clear.  When 
the  servant  had  gone  up,  and  had  said  many 
times  that  he  saw  nothing,  at  the  seventh 
time  of  his  going  up,  he  said  that  lie  saw  a 
small  black  thing  in  the  sky,  not  larger  than 
a  man's  foot.  When  Elijah  heard  that,  he 
sent  to  Ahab,  and  desired  him  to  go  away  to 
the  city  before  the  raui  came  down.     So  he 


tJiHv  would  thence  learn  the  nature  of  the  true  •  i-aine  to  the  city  Jezreel;  and  m  a  httic  time 


God.  This  proposal  pleased  the  people.  So 
Elijah  bade  the  prophets  to  choose  out  a  heifer 
first,  and  kill  it,  and  to  call  on  their  gixis; 
but  when  there  appeared  nocll'ect  of  the  prayer 
or  invocation  of  the  prophets  upon  their  sa- 
crifice, Elijah  derided  them,  and  bade  them 
Cidl  upon  their  gods  with  a  loud  voice,  for  they 
might  either  be  on  a  journey  or  asleep ;  and 
when  these  prophets  bad  ilone  so  from  morn- 
ing till  noon,  Mid  cut  themselves  with  swords 
and  lances,"  uccording  to  the  customs  ot  their 
country,  and  he  was  about  to  otfer  his  sacri- 
fice, he  bid  [the  prophets]  go  away;  but  bade 
[the  people]  come  m-ar  and  observe  what  he 
did,  lest  he  should  privately  hide  tire  among 
the  pieces  of  wood.  So,  upon  the  approacb 
of  the  multitude,  he  took  twelve  stones,  one 
for  each  tribe  ot  the  people  of  the  Hebrews, 
and  built  an  altar  with  them,  and  dug  a  very 
ieep  trench;  and  when  he  had  luiil  the  pieces 
of  wood  upon  the  altar,  and  uiion  them  liad 
laid  the  pieces  of  the  sacrifices,  he  ordered 
them  to  fill  four  barrels  with  the  water  of  the 
fountain,  and  to  pour  it  upon  the  altar,  till  it 
tan  over  it,  and  till  the  trench  was  filled  with 

•  Mr.  Spanhfim  ekes  notice  here,  thai  in  ilie  Morshin 
l>f  Mi^lira  (ihe  t.«i  ol  tilt  FerMai.,1  ilie  ^r.r!.ls  .iil  liiem- 
let%e»  lu  tliesatne  manner  a>  *lfi  Uit!,e  pnt-iis  in  lUe.r 
iDvoc.tioli  uf  Baal  (tbe  gud  iif  Uie  I'uieni.  i.iui). 


the  air  was  idi  obscured,  and  covered  with 
clouds,  and  a  vehement  storm  of  wind  ciiuti 
upon  the  earth,  and  with  it  a  great  deal  o^ 
rain  ;  and  the  prophet  was  under  ir  divine 
fury,  and  ran  along  with  the  king's  chariot 
unto  .lezreel,  a  city  of  Uarf  [Isachar]. 

7.  When  Jezebel,  the  tvife  of  Ahab,  under- 
stood what  signs  EUjah  had  wrought,  and  how 
he  had  slain  her  prophets,  she  was  angry,  and 
sent  messengers  to  him,  imd  by  them  threa- 
tened to  kill  him,  as  he  had  destroyed  her  pro- 
phets. At  this  Elijah  was  alfrighted,  and  Ued 
to  the  citv  called  Beersheba,  which  is  situate  at 
the  utmost  Uinits  of  the  country  belonging  to 
tlie  tribe  of  Judah,  towards  the  land  of  Edomj 
and  there  be  lelt  his  servant,  and  went  away, 
into  the  desert.  He  prayed  also  that  he 
might  die,  for  that  he  was  no  better  than  bis 
fathers,  nor  need  he  be  very  desirous  to  live, 
«hen  they  were  dead;  and  he  lay  and  slept 
under  a  certain  tree;  and  when  somebody 
au.ikened  him,  and  he  was  risen  up.  he  Ibund 
food  set  bv  him  and  water;  so  when  he  had 
eaten,  and'recovered  his  strength  by  that  hi» 

•  I  or  Izar  we  may  here  re»<i  (with  HuiJson  anil  Coc- 
.-.  ii.sl  hfcliar  i  e  of  Ihe  trihe  of  IsAchar.  f  .r  lo  Uiat 
inue  dirt  Jej-rrI  belon;.  and  presenll?.  at  f'<-  hemn- 
,11.  t  HI  seel  f.  as  also  ell.  Xt.  seCI.  4,  we  IT.aJ  r'.'J  IM 
liar  mill  one  .M>  nearly,  and  tiie  vcnrture,  ^eirerO 
M  il.al  «•«•  the  c.iv  meMI  ia  th»h«t»r»  of  Nafc»th. 
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{o-A  he  came  to  tbat  '»°''='*'^J,''i^^„ j', 
culled  Sinai,  where  it  is  related  that  Moses 
^Tved  hi;  laws  from  God:  and  finding 
■  bere  a  certain  hollow  cave,  he  entered  in  o 
it.  and  continued  to  make  his  abode  in  it 
B,it  when  a  certain  voice  came  to  '>"".''"* 
from  whence  he  knew  not.  and  asked  him 
why  he  was  come  thither,  and  had  eft  the 
city?  he  said,  that  because  he  had  slain  the 
prophets  of  the  foreign  gods,  and  had  per- 
lualled  the  people  that  he  alone  whom  thej 
had  worshipped  from  the  beginmng  ^va^  God 
Uewas  sought  for  by  the  kings  w.leo^be 
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or  supper,  he  related  to  her  the  P/^er  ene^s 
of  Naboth;  and  bow  when  he  hud  made  use 
„f  gentle  words  to  him,  and  such  as  were  bo- 
nefth  the  royal  authority,  he  h,id  been  a  iroiit- 
e.l    and  had  not  obtained  what    he  desired 
However,  she  persuaded  h.m  not  to  be  ca.t 
Twn  at  this  accident,  but  to  leave  ohs 
grief,  and  return  to  the  usual  care  of  bi»  body 
for  that  .he  would  take  care  to  b-"   Nabotb 
nunished:  and  she  immediately   sent  letters 
?o  the  rulers  of  the  Israelites  [Jezreelites]  :n 
Ahab's  name,  and  commanded  them  to  fas  . 

-•i "--'!''-' T?:5!*rir'H?wafo; 


ue  »« r-       \^"'^\  "he  hid   both  at  the  head  of  them,  because  he  was  ot 

punished  for  so  doing.      And  when  ^e  h»d  ^oth  at  _^_^^  ^^  three  bold 

beard    another    voice,    telhng    him    '^"^    ^^l^,^^„  ,,,j,  to  bear  witness  that  he  nad  bias- 
should  come  out  the  next  day  into  the  ope..    "^^^^^^^^      X  ^^^^    king,    and    then    to 

tr^r't^t^f^e-:::/" --^^°i'-^ '-  "■"'  ^•"^>""  '"■?^"  -^"-^-- 

uo,  u«-  >.  i,„„ril  an  earth- 


do    be  came  out  oi  luc  ^..■-    ---  ■ 

ac^ordiiiKly.  when  he  both  beard  an  earth- 
quake,  a^d  saw  the  bright  splendour  of  a  tire 
and  alter  a  silence  made,  a  divine  voice  ex- 
h^ted  him  not  to  be  disturbed  with  the  ci  - 
cuinstances  he  was  in,  tor  that  none  ot  bis 
enemies  should  have  power  over  hini.  1  He 
voice  also  romman.led  him  to  return  home, 
LTto  ordain  Jehu,  the  son  of  N.m,hio  be 

king  over  their  own  multitude;  and  1  Wai  1, 
o  Damascus,  to  be  over  the  Syrians;  and 
Elisha,  of  the  city  Abel,  to  be  a  prop  'C  in 
bis  stead:  and  that  of  the  impious  multitude 
lie  should  be  slain  ^r  ^-^''^' ^^  X^ 
bv  Jehu.  So  Elijah,  upon  hearing  thi,  >  bar»,e 
returned  into  the  land  of  the  Hebrews^  And 
when  he  found  Elisha,  the  son  of  !>haphat, 
ploughing,  and  certain  others  with  him,  driving 

iwelve  yoke  of  oxen,  he  can.e  to  h.m,  and 
cast  his  own  garment  upon  bin. ;  upon  which 
Elisha  began  lo  prophesy  I'^f.^^ntly,  and  leav- 
ing his  oxen,  he  followed  Elijah.  A'.d  when 
he  desired  leave  to  salute  his  parents,  Elijah 
g»ve  him  leave  so  to  do:  and  when  he  had 
Ukea  his  leave  of  them,  be  followed  h.n, 
and  became  the  disciple  and  the  servant  ct 
Elijah  all  the  days  of  h.s  l.fe.  And  thus 
have  I  dispatched  the  atfairs  ir.  which  this 
prophet  was  concerned. 

«    Now  there  was  one  Naboth,  of  the  city 

Iza^  fJezreel],  who  had  a  field  adjmmng  to 

that  of  the  king,   the  king  would  have  per- 

Laded  him  to  sell  him  that  his  held,  which 

lay  so  near  to  his  own  lands,  at  what  price  he 

pleased,  that  he  might  join  them  together  and 

m„ke  them  one  farm;  and  if  he  would  not 

accept  of  money  for  it,  he  gave  him  leave  to 

choose  any  of  his  other  fields  in  its  steady 

But   Naboth  said  he  would    not  do  so.  b,,t 

would  keep  the  possession  of  that  land  ol  his 

own    which   he  had  by  inheritance  from  his 

father.      Upon  this  the  king  was  grieved,  as 

=  f  he  had  received  an  injury,  when  he  could 

not    get   another    mans    possession,  and    he 

svculd    neither  wash   himself,    nor  take  any 

fo.a:  and  vvhen  Jezebel  asked  h.m   what  it 

wo^  that  troubled  him.  and   why  he  would 

neither  wash  himself,  uor  eat  either  d.nner 


According Iv.  whe,.  Naboth  had  been  thus  tes- 
t..ied    agai,-,st.  as  the  queen  had  w"tten  to 
them    that  he  had  blasphemed  against  God 
and  Ahab  the  ki..g.  she  des.red  him  to  take 
possession  of  Naboth's  vineyard  o.i  tree  cost. 
So  Ahab  was  glad  at  what  bad  been  done, 
and  ro.e  up  in.mediately  from  the  bed  wjierem 
he  lav,  to  go  to  see  Naboth  s  vineyard;  b.it 
Go.fhad  great  indignation    at    't.   ""'1   ^<^»' 
Elijah  the  prophet  to  the  field  ot  Naboth      o 
speak  to  Ahab,  and  to  say  to  him    that  he 
had  slain  the  true  owner  of  that  field  unjustly. 
And  as  soon  as  he  came  to  h.nn,  and  the  k.ng 
had  said  that  he  n.ight  do  with  him  what  he 
pleased  (for  he  thought  ?*  "  "P.^'f ''K'*' .'j;™ 
„  he  thus  ca.ight  in  his  sin),  Elijah  sa  d,  that 
i„  that  very  place  in  which  the  dead  body  of 
Naboth  was  eaten  by  dogs,  both  his  own  blood 
and  that  of  his  wife  should  be  shed ;  and  that 
all  his  family  should  perish,  because  he  bad 
I.een  so  insolently  wicked,  and  had  sla.n  a  c.t.- 
zen  u..justlv  and  contrary  to  the  law^s  of  h.s 
country.     Hereupon  Ahab  began  to  be  Sorry 
for  the  things  he  had  done   and  to  repent  of 
them;    and  he  put  on  sackcloth,  a.,d   went 
barefoot,"  and  would  not  touch  any  food:   he 
al*o  confessed  his  sins,  and  endeavoured  thus 
to  appease  God.     But  God  said  to  the  pro- 
phet, that  while  Ahab  was  livuig  he  would 
put  off  the  punishment  of  his  family,  because 
he  repented  of  tho.e  "'solent  crimes  he  had 
been  guilty  of,  but  that  still  he  «ould  f^ilfil 
his  threatening  under   Ahab's  son        Which 
.nessage  the  prophet  delivered  to  the  k.ng. 


like  of  UaviJ,  2  S»m.  xr.  30..   Anliq.  b.  vu.  chi.p.  ll. 

sect.  i. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


HOW  hadad,  king    of    damasccs  and    of 

SYRIA,    MADE     i  WO    EXPEDIIIO.SS  AGAINST 
AHAIi,    AND    WAS  ELATEN. 

§  I.   WiiEN  the  affairs  of  Ahab  were  thus,  at 
that  very  lime  the  sou  of  Ilaiiad  [lienbadad], 
who  was  kuig  of  the  Sj  rians  and  of  Damascus, 
got  tofc'tther  an  army  out  of  all  his  country] 
and  procured  ihirtj-two  kings   beyond    Eu- 
[ihratcs,  tg  be  his  auxiliaries:  so  he  made  an 
eipedition  ajjainst  Ahab;  but  because  Ahab's 
aiiiiy  was  not  like  that   of  Benhadad,  he  did 
not  set  it  in  array  to  light  him,  but  having  shut 
up  every  thing  that  was  in  the  country,  in  the 
strongest  cities  he  had,  he  abode  in  Samaria 
hiiu&i  If.for  the  walls  about  it  were  very  strong, 
and  it  appeared  to  be  not  easily  to  be  taken 
in  other  respects  also.      So  the  king  of  Syria 
took  his  arn:y  with  him,  and  came  to  Samaria, 
and  placed  his  army  rcund  about  the  citv,  and 
besiegeil  it.      He  also  sent  a  herald  to  Ahab, 
and  desired  he  would  aduiit  the  ambassadors 
he  would  send  him,   by  whom  he  would  let 
him  know  his  pleasure.    So  upon  the  king  of 
Israel's  permission  for  him  to  send,  those  am- 
bassadors came,  and  by  their  king's  command 
spake    thus:  —  That  Ahab's    riches,  and  his 
children,  and  his  wives,  were  Benhadad's,  and 
if  he  would  make  an  agreement,  and  give  him 
leave  to  take  as  much  of  what  he  had  as  he 
pleased,    he   would  withdraw  his  army,  and 
leave  off  the  siege.     Upon  this  Ahab  bade  the 
ambassadors  to  go  back,  and  tell  their  king 
that  both  he  himself,  and  all  that  he  hath, 
were  his  possessions.      And  when  these  am. 
lassadors  had  told  this  to  Benbadud,  he  sent 
to  him  again,  and  desired,  since  he  confessed 
that  all  he  bad  was  his,  that  he  would  admit 
those  servants  of  his  which  he  should  send  the 
next  day;  and  he  commanded  him  to  deliver 
to  those  whom  he  should  send,  whatsoever, 
upon  their  searching  his  palace  and  the  houses 
of  his  friends  and  kindred,  they  should  find  to 
be  excellent  in  its  kind ;  but  that  v.  bat  did  not 
please  them  they  should  leave  to  him.      At 
this  second  embassage  of  the  king  of  Syria, 
Ahab   was  surprised,  and  gathered  together 
the  multitude  to  a   congregation,    and    told 
them,  that  for  himself  he  was  ready,  for  their 
safety  and  peace,  to  give  up  his  own  wives  and 
children  to  the  enemy,  and  to  yield  to  him  all 
his  own  possessions,  for  that  was  what  the  Sy- 
rian king  required  at  his  first  embassage;  but 
that  no  w  he  desires  to  send  his  servants  to  search 
all  their  houses,  and  in  them  to  leave  nothing 
that  is  excellent  in  its  kind,  seeking  an  occa- 
sion of  fighting  against  him.  "as  knowing  that 
I  «'Ould  not  spare  what  is  hiine  o\\  n  for  vour 
cakes,  but  taking  a  handle  from  the  disagree- 
able terms  he  offers  concerning  yon  to  bring 
a  war  upon  us;  however,  I  will  do  what  you 


shall  resolve  is  fit  to  be  ione."  But  the  n:nl. 
titude  advised  him  to  hearken  to  noitc  of  his 
proposals,  hut  to  despise  him.  and  be  iit  readi- 
ness to  fight  him.  Accordingly,  when  he  bad 
given  the  ambassadors  this  answer  tii  l>e  le- 
portcd — that,  he  still  continued  in  the  mind  to 
com|.ly  with  what  terms  he  at  first  desired,  for 
the  safety  of  the  citizens;  but  as  for  his' se- 
cond desires,  he  cannot  submit  to  them, he 

dismissed  them. 

2.   Now  when  Benhadad  heard  this,  he  had 
indignation,  and  sent    ambassadors  to  Ahab 
the  third  time,  and  threatened  that  his  army 
would  raise  a  bank  higher  than  those  walls, 
in  confidence  of  whose  strength  he  despised 
him,  and  that  by  only  each  man  of  his  army 
taking  a  handful  of  earth ;  hereby  making  a 
show  of  the  great  number  of  his  army,  and 
aiming  to  affright  him.    Ahab  answered,  that 
he  ought  not  to  vaunt  himself  when  he  had 
only  put  on  his  armour,  but  when  he  should 
have  conquered  his  enemies  in  the  battle.    So 
the  ambassadors  came  back,  and  found   the 
king  at  supper  with  his  thirty-two  kings,  and 
informed  him  of  Ahab's  answer;    who  then' 
immediately  gave  orders  for  proceeding  thus: 
— To  make  lines  round  the  city,  and  raise  a 
bulwark,  and  to  prosecute  the  siege  all  man- 
ner of  ways.      Kow,  as  this  was  doing,  Ahab 
was  in  a  great  agony  and  all  bis  people  with 
him ;  but  he  took  courage,  and  was  freed  from 
his  fears,  upon  a  certain   prophet  coming  to 
him,  and  saying  to  him,  that  God  had  pro- 
mised to  subdue  so  many  ten   thousands  of 
his  enemies  under  him;  and  when  be  inquired 
by  whose  means  the  victory  was  to  be  ob- 
tained, he  said,  "  By  the  sons  of  the  princes; 
but  under  thy  conduct  as  their  leader,  by  rea- 
son of  their  unskilfulness  [in  war]."     Upon 
which  he  called  for  the  sons  of  the  princes, 
and  found  them  to  be  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  persons.     So  when  he  was  informed  that 
the  king  of  Syria  had  betaken  himself  to  feast- 
ing and  repose,  be  opened  the  gates,  and  sent 
out  the  princes'  sons.     Kow  when  the  senti- 
nels told  Benhadad  of  it,  he  sent  some  to  meet 
them,  and  commanded  them  that  if  these  men 
were  come  out  for  fighting,  they  should  bind 
them,  and  bring  them  to    him;  and    that  if 
they  came  out  peaceably  they  should  do  the 
same.     Now  Ahab  had  another  army  ready 
within  the  walls,  but  the  sons  of  the  princes 
fell   upon  the   out-guard,  and  slew  many  of 
them,  and  pursued  the  rest  of  them  to  the 
camp;  and  when  the  king  of  Israel  saw  that 
these  had  the  upper  hand,  he  sent  out  all  the 
rest    of   his    army,    which,    falling  suddenly 
upo'i  the  Syrians,  beat  them,  for  they  did  not 
think  they  would  have  come  out;  on  which 
account  it  was  that  they  assaulted  them  when 
they  were  naked  '  aid  drunk,  insomuch  that 


•  Mr.  Ilelaiiil  nolf>  hire  vpry  tnily.  ihil  ihr  xrnri 
nakr,l  ilors  not  al*a>'s  siunlty  ntiirclii  nake^l  ,■  hM  jom^ 
Unics  wiihnut  men's  u>ual  anronr.  wuUiii  iWir  05i:a, 
r.ibrs  nr  uprir  ramer.ls;  as  «bfii  Vircil  bills  ihe  hui. 
baniiniaD  plough   uaied,  amt   sow  naked;  n-tita  Joae- 
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they  left  all  their  armour  behind  them  when 
they  fled  out  of  the  camp,  and  the  king  him- 
self escaped  \vith  difficulty,  by  flying  away  on 
horseback.  But  Ahab  went  a  great  way  m 
pursuit  of  the  Syrians;  and  when  he  had 
spoiled  their  camp,  which  contained  a  great 
deal  of  wealth,  and  moreover  a  large  quantity 
of  gold  and  silver,  he  took  Benhadad's  cha- 
riots and  horses,  and  returned  to  the  city:  but 
as  the  prophet  told  him  he  ought  to  have  his 
army  ready,  because  the  Syrian  king  would 
nmke  another  expedition  against  him  the  next 
year,  Ahab  was  busy  in  making  provision  for 
it  accordingly. 

3.  Now,  Benhndad,  when  he  had  saved  him- 
self, and  as  much  of  his  army  as  he  could,  out 
of  the  battle,  he  consulted  «-ith  his  friends  how 
be  might  make  another  expedition  against  the 
Israelites.  Now  those  friends  advised  him  not 
to  fight  with  them  on  the  hills,  because  their 
God  was  potent  in  such  places,  and  thence  it 
had  come  to  pass  that  they  had  very  lately 
been  beaten;  but  they  said,  that  if  they  joined 
battle  with  them  in  the  plain  they  should 
beat  them.  They  also  gave  him  this  farther 
»dvice,  to  send  home  those  kings  whom  he 


seven  days;  but  on  the  last  of  those  days, 
when  the  enemies  came  out  of  their  camp, 
and  put  themselves  in  array  in  order  to  fight, 
Ahab  also  brought  out  his  owTi  army;  and 
when  the  battle  was  joined,  and  they  fought 
vaUantly,  he  put  the  enemy  to  flight,  and 
pursued'  them,  and  pressed  upon  them,  and 
slew  them ;  nay,  they  were  destroyed  by  their 
own  cliariots,  and  by  one  another;  nor  could 
any  more  than  a  few  of  them  escape  to  their 
own  city  Aphek,  who  were  also  killed  by  the 
walls  falling  upon  them,  being  in  number 
twentv-seven  thousand.*  Now  there  were 
slain  in  this  battle  a  hundred  thousand  more; 
but  Benhadad,  the  king  of  the  Syrians,  fled 
away,  witli  certain  others  of  his  most  faithful 
servants,  and  hid  himself  in  a  cellar  under 
ground;  and  when  these  told  him  that  the 
kings  of  Israel  were  humane  and  merciful 
men,  and  that  they  might  make  use  of  the 
usual  manner  of  supplication,  and  obtain  de- 
liverance from  Ahab,  in  case  he  would  give 
tliem  leave  to  go  to  him:  he  gave  them  leave 
accordingly.  So  they  came  to  Ahab,  clothed 
in  sackcloth,  with  ropes  about  their  heads 
(for  this  was  the  ancient  manner  of  supplica- 


bad  brought  as  his  auxiliaries,  Imt  to  retain  ( tion  among  the  Syrians),!  and  said,  that  Ben- 


their  army,  and  to  set  captains  over  it  instead 
of  the  kings,  and  to  raise  an  army  out  of 
their  country,  and  let  them  be  in  the  place  of 
the  former  who  perished  in  the  battle,  toge- 
ther with  horses  and  chariots.  So  he  judged 
their  counsel  to  be  good,  anil  acted  according 
to  it  in  the  management  of  the  army. 

4.  At  the  beginning  of  the  spring,  Benha- 
dad took  his  army  with  him,  and  led  it  against 
the  Hebrews;  and  when  he  was  come  to  a 
certain    city    which    was    called    Aphek,    he 


hadad  desired  he  would  save  him;  and  that 
he  would  ever  be  a  servant  to  him  for  that 
favour.  Ahab  repUed  he  was  glad  that  he 
was  alive,  and  not  hurt  in  the  battle;  and  he 
further  promised  him  the  same  honour  and 
kindness  that  a  man  would  show  to  his  bro- 
tlier.  So  they  received  assurances  upon  o«th 
from  him,  that  when  he  came  to  him  he  should 
receive  no  harm  from  him,  and  then  went  and 
brought  him  out  of  the  cellar  wherein  he  was 
hid,   and  brought  hiin  to  Ahab  as  he  sat  in 


pitched  his  camp  in  the  Great  Plain.      Ahab    his  chariot.      So  Benhadad  worshipped  him; 
^.  .    .  ■  -.1     1  •        1  '....,1    Alw.I.  .rot.a  Till,,    liiH    h.inn    and   mane   nim 


and  Ahab  gave  him  his  hand,  and  made  him 
come  up  to  bim  mto  his  jhariot,  and  kissed 
him,  and  bid  him  be  of  good  cheer,  and  not 
to  expect  that  any  mischief  should  be  done  to 
him.  So  Benhadad  returned  him  thanks, 
and  professed  that  he  would  remember  his 
kindness  to  him  all  the  days  of  his  life;  and 
promised  he  would  restore  those  cities  of  the 
Israelites  which  the  former  kings  had  taken 
from  them,  and  grant  that  he  should  have 
leave  to  come  to  Damascus,  as  his  forefathers 
had  to  come  to  Samaria.     So  they  confirmed 

•  Joiepbus'snumber.two  myriads  and  seven  thousand, 

agrees  here  with  that  in  our  other  copies,  as  those  that 

tho.e"jews'that  were  bui'ld'inc  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  to     were  slain  l.y  the  fallinsdown  of  the  walls  of  Apl'^l- i  >;"< 

;atrcare.„havetheirar,nou?onnpon„ceasion,,ha,,he     i-'^y'^'^:lj^:^}^<}!^!^^!^^j;::;:::r:Si 


aUo  went  to  meet  him  with  his  army,  and 
pitched  his  camp  over  a^inst  him,  although 
flis  army  was  a  very  small  one,  if  it  were  com- 
pared with  the  enemy's;  but  the  prophet  came 
ftifain  to  him,  and  told  him,  that  God  would 
give  him  the  victory,  that  he  might  demon- 
ctrate  his  own  power  to  be  not  only  on  the 
mountains,  but  on  the  plains  also;  jvhich  it 
seems  was  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Syrians.     So  they  lay  quiet   in   their   camp 

phus  says  (AnUq-b.  iv.ch.iii.sect.2).  that  God  had  gicen 
t>i-  Jewa  Ihe  security  of  armour  wlien  they  were  naked ; 
And  when  h*  here  says,  that  Ahab  fell  on  the  .'^yri.ins 
when  they  were  both  naked  and  drunk;  wlieu  (Antiq.  b. 
xi.  cb.  V.  sect.  8)  he  aays,  that  Nehemiah  (;..mnij.rided 


«n<'my  might  not  fail  upon  them  naked.  I  may  add,  that 
the  case  seems  to  be  tlie  same  in  the  Scriptuie,  when  it 
flays  that  Saul  lay  down  naked  amon^  the  propliets  (1 
Kam.  xix.  a4);  when  it  aays  that  IsaiaJi  walked  naked 
and  barefoot  (Isu.  xx.  2,3);  and  when  it  aUo  says  that 
Peter,  before  he  eiit  his  fisher's  coat  to  him,  was  naked, 
John  zxi.  7  What  is  said  of  Datid  also  pvc*  light  to 
mis,  who  wftB  reproached  by  MichaJ  fur  "dancini;  before 
the  ark,  and  UHCovwing  himself  m  the  eyes  of  his  hand- 
maids. (-»onegf  the  vain  lelh.ws  vhamt-fjilly  uncoverelh 
himBelf"(2Sam.»ri  14,-J)»),  yet  it  is  there  exprt<sly  said 
ir.  14i.th3lt"l*a*id  waa^irtled  with  a  lineneph'Kl,"i.e.he 
ili^dlaid  asid*- his  robes  of  state,  and  put  on  the  sarerdotal. 
iMviiiotl^oT  tacred  gariueots,  proper  fur  Bueli  a  soiemnity. 


copies  could  not  be  his  original  number,  because  be  calls 
Ihem  "oliKoi."  a  /fn>,  which  could  hardly  be  said  of  so 
many  as  twenty-seven  thousand,  and  because  of  the  im- 
probubihty  of  the  fall  of  a  particular  wall  killing  so  many ; 
yet  when  1  consider  Josephuft'B  next  words,  how  the  rest 
which  were  slain  in  the  battle  were  "  ten  other  myriads,^ 
Ihut  twenly-seven  thousand  were  hut  a  few  in  compari- 
son ofa  hundred  thousand;  and  that  it  was  not  "a  wall," 
as  in  our  l-:neiish  version,  but  "the  wall."  or  "  the  entire 
walls"  of  the  city  that  fell  down,  as  in  all  the  originals. 

+  This  manner  of  supplication  for  men's  lives  among 
the  Sjiintis,  wilh  ropes  or  halters  about  their  heads  or 
necks,  is  I  suppose,  no  strange  thing  in  later  ages,  even 
la  oar  own  couoUv. 
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tlieir  corrnant  by  oaths;  and  Ahali  m.nie 
bim  many  presents,  and  sent  him  Wack  to  hi» 
OHH  kingdom.  And  this  was  the  coudnsiun 
of  the  war  that  Benhadad  maiie  iigaiiist  Ahab 
and  the  Israelites. 

o.  But  a  certain  prophet,  whose  name  was 
Mieaiah,*  canie  to  one  ot  the  Israelites,  and 
bade  him  smite  him  on  the  head,  tor  by  so  do- 
ing he  would  please  God;  but  when  he  would 
not  do  so,  he  foretold  to  him,  that  since  he 
disobeyed  the  commands  of  God,  he  should 
meet  with  a  lion,  and  be  destroyed  by  him. 
When  this  sad  accident  had  befuWen  the  man, 
the  prophet  came  again  to  another,  ajid  gave 
him  the  same  injiniction;  so  he  smote  him, 
and  woimded  his  skull:  upon  which  be 
bound  up  bis  head,  and  came  to  the  king, 
and  told  him  that  he  had  been  a  soldier  of 
his,  and  had  the  custody  of  one  of  the  prison, 
ers  cummitted  to  him  by  an  officer,  and  that 
the  prisoner  being  run  away,  he  was  in  dan- 
ger of  losing  his  own  life  by  the  means  of 
that  officer,  who  had  threatened  him,  that  if 
the  prisoner  escaped  he  would  kill  him ;  and 
when  Ahab  had  said  that  he  would  jujstly  die, 
he  took  otf  the  binding  that  was  about  his  bead, 
and  was  known  by  the  king  to  be  Micaiab 
the  prophet,  who  made  use  of  this  artifice  as 
a  prelude  to  the  follovving  words;  for  he 
said  that  God  would  punish  him  who  bad 
Mttfered  Benhadad,  a  blasphemer  against  him, 
to  escape  punishment;  and  that  he  would  so 
bring  it  about,  that  he  should  die  by  the 
otter's  means, t  and  his  people  by  the  other's  I 
army.  Upon  which  Ahab  w.is  very  angry  i 
at  the  prophet,  and  gave  com.mandment  that ! 
he  should  be  put  in  prison,  and  there  kept ; ' 
but,  for  himself,  he  wm  in  confusion  at  the  ; 
words  of  Micaiah,  and  retunicd  to  his  own  i 
bouse. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

CONCIRKIXG     JEHOSHAPHAT,     THE     KING    OF 

JERUSALEM;  AND  HOW  AHAB  MADE  AN  | 
EXPEDITION  AGAINST  THE  SVBIANS,  AND  ] 
WAS  ASSISTED  THEREIN  BV  JEHOSHAPHAT,  [ 
BUT  WAS  HIMSELF  OVERCOME  IN  BATTLE,  j 
AND  PERISHED  THEREIN.  j 

§  I.   And   these  were  the   circumstances  in  | 
which  Ahab  was.     But  I  now  return  to  Je-  i 

•  II  i*  here  rrniarkable  that  in  Jos^pbos'ii  copy,  this  ' 
prxtpbet,  wliose  Mfvere  denuociaiion  of  a  di-'ol>edieDt 
perwD^s  slaughter  by  a  lion  hail  laleU  rotnr  to  pas«,  was 
no  other  than  Mir^iab,  tlitf  Bon  of  tmlah,  wha.  a«  he 
DOW  deoouncrd  God's  judgment  on  di'.ijlirdicnl  Ahab. 
seemt  directly  to  have  been  thai  vr-ry  prophet  whom  the 
same  Abab.  in  1  Kini;a  xxii.  H,  l^.  Coin|il.ii:>K  of  "as 
one  irbom  he  bated,  because  be  did  not  peopbecv  cood 
coDcemio?  hini,  t>ut  evil,'  and  who,  in  that  chanier, 
opeiily  repeats  his  denunciations  a)!al^^t  biro;  all  n  bich 
came  to  pass  accnrdinelv;  nor  is  there  any  re5..«r»n  to 
donht  but  this  and  the  lonuer  were  the  rery  same  prL- 
pheL 

f  What  is  most  remarkable  is  this  bislory,  and  in 
Buoy  kwtoriM  on  oOier  oecasioBS  in  the  Old  TestauiCDt, 


hosbapkat,  the  king  of  Jerusalem,  who,'  wRfB 
he  hud  augmented  his  kingdom,  and  bad  set 
garrisons  i>i  the  cities  of  the  couutcies  belon^'- 
inj;  to  his  subjects,  and  bad  put  such  garri- 
soits  no  less  into  those  cities  which  were 
taken  out  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim,  by  hiii 
grandfather  Abijab,  when  Jeroboam  reigned 
over  the  ten  tribes  [than  he  did  into  the 
other].  But  then  be  had  God  favourable 
and  assisting  to  him,  as  being  both  righteous 
and  religious,  and  seeking  to  do  somewhat 
every  day  that  shoidd  be  agreeable  and  ac- 
ceptable to  God.  The  kings  also  that  were 
round  about  him  honoured  him  with  the  pre- 
sents they  made  him,  till  the  riches  that  he  had 
actjuired  were  immensely  great,  and  the  glory 
he  had  gained  was  of  a  most  exalted  nature. 

2.  Now,  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  be 
called  together  the  rulers  of  the  country,  and 
the  priests,  and  commaiuled  thenj  to  go  round 
the  land,  and  teach  all  the  people  that  were 
under  him,  city  by  city,  the  laws  of  Moses, 
and  to  keep  them,  and  to  be  diligent  in  the 
worship  of  God.  With  this  the  whole  muJ- 
titude  was  so  plea.»ed,  that  they  were  not  so 
f^erly  set  upon  or  affected  with  any  thing 
so  much  as  the  observation  of  the  laws.  The 
neighbouring  nations  also  continued  to  k>vc 
Jehoshaphat,  and  to  be  at  peace  with  hiiu 
The  Philistines  paid  their  appointed  tribute, 
and  the  Arabians  supplied  him  every  year 
with  three  hundred  and  sixty  lambs,  and  as 
many  kids  of  the  goats.  He  also  fonitied 
the  great  cities,  which  were  many  in  number, 
and  of  great  consequence.  He  prepared  also 
a  mighty  army  of  soldiers  and  weapons  against 
their  enemies.  Kow  the  army  of  men  that 
wore  their  armour,  was  three  himdre<l  thou.^ 
sand  of  the  tribe  of  Judab,  of  whom  Adiiak 
was  the  chief;  but  John  was  chief  of  two 
htindred  thousand.  The  same  man  was  chief 
of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  and  had  two  hun- 
dred thousand  archers  under  him.  There  wa-. 
another  chief,  whose  name  was  Jehozabad, 
who  had  a  hundred  antl  fourscore  thousand 
armed  men.  This  multitude  was  distrihuteti 
to  be  ready  for  the  king's  service,  besides 
those  whom  he  sent  to  the  best  fortified  cities. 

3.  Jehoshaphat  took  tor  his  son  Jehoram 
to  wife,  the  daughter  of  Ahab,  the  king  of 
the  ten  tribes,  whose  name  Mras  Athaliah. 
And  when,  after  some  time,  he  went  to  Sa- 
maria, Ahab  received  him  courteously,  and 
treated  the  army  that  followed  him  in  a  splen- 
did manner,  with  great  plenty  of  com  and 
wine,  and  of  slain  beasts;  and  desired  that 
he  would  join  with  him  in  his  war  against 
the  king  of  Syria,  that  he  might  recover  from 

is  this  that  darini;  the  Jewish  tbeeeiacy.  God  acted  ea- 
tirely  as  the  Supreme  Kinf;  of  Israel,  and  tbe  Sopremv 
tnrneral  of  their  .\rmies;  and  alwa>5  expected  that  the 
Israelites  should  be  in  such  absolote  sabiectioD  t.i  Inia, 
their  Supreme  and  Heareui)  King,  aiw  <>ener.i!  of  th^if 
armies,  as  sohjecls  and  soLliers  are  to  tlieir  earthly  klD^ft 
apd  generals  and  tlut  usualh  without  kaowum  Urn  pmi^ 
ticul^r  reasoas  of  their  iojunctiuBa*  ,  i « ^  .a«  i-  .lanlin^ 
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im  the  city  <.f  Rarnoth,  in  Gilead;  for  tlioir^li 
i;   had   bL-longc(l  to  his  father,   >a   had   Uk' 
kini;   of  Svria'3   father   take.i   it  a^vay    tro.n 
him  ;  ami  upon  Jeboshaphat's  promise  to  af- 
ford him  his  assistance  (for  indeed  his  army 
was  not  inferior  to  the  other),  and  his  sendin;,' 
for  his  armv  from  Jerusalem  to  Samaria,  the 
t«-o  kings  went  out  of  the  city,  and  each  ol 
them  saton  his  own  throne,  and  each  gave  their 
orders  to  their  several  armies.      Now  Jeho- 
«hanhat  bade  them  call  some  of  the  prophets, 
if  there  were  any  there,  and  inquire  of  them 
concerning   this  expedition   against  the  king 
of  Syria,  whether  they  would  give  them  coun- 
sel to  make  that  expedition  at  this  time,  for 
there  was  peace  at  that  time  between  Abab 
ond  the  king  of  Syria,  which  had  lasted  three 
years,  from  the  time  he  had  taken  him  captive 
till  that  day.  ,    .     .    • 

4    So  Ahab  called  his  own  prophets,  being 
in    number    about  four    hundred,    and    bade 
tbem  imiuire  of  God  whether  he  would  grant 
bim  the  victory,  if  he  made  an   expedition 
a.-,iinst    Itenbadad,  and  enable  him  to  over- 
throw that  city,  for  whose  sake  it  was  that  he 
was  going  to  war.      Now  these  prophets  gave 
their  counsel  for  making  this  expedition;  and 
said   that  he  would  beat  the  king  of  byna, 
and,'  as   formerly,    would   reduce   him   under 
his  power.      But  Jehoshaphat,  understanding 
by  their  words  that  they  were  false  prophets, 
D^-.ed  Ahal)  whether  there  were  not  some  other 
prophet,  and  he  belonging  to  the  true  God, 
that  we  mav  have  surer  information  concern- 
ing futurities.      Hereupon   Ahab  said,  there- 
was   indeed   such  a  one,  but  that   he  hatec 
him,  as  having  prophesied  evil   to  hiin,  and 
bivinz  fori  told  that  he  should  be  overcome 
unci  sliiin  by  the  king  of  Syria,  and  that  for 
this  cause  be  had  him  now  in  prison,  and  that 
his  name  was  Micaiah,  the  son  of  Imlah.— 
Hilt  upon  .lehoshaphat's  desire  that  he  might 
Ik-  prodneeil,  Abab  sent  a  eunuch,  who  brought 
Micaiah  to  bim.      Now  the  eunuch   bad  in- 
formed  him  by  the  way,  that  all  the  other 
prophets  had  foretold  that  the  king   should 
mill    the  victorv;    but  he  said,  that  it  was 
not  lawful  for  him  to  lie  against  God  ;    but 
that  he  must  speak   what   he  should  say  to 
him  about  the    king,  whatsoever  it  were._ 
When  he  came  to  Ahab,  and  he  Jiad  adjured 
bim   upon  oath  to  speak  the  truth  to  hmi,  he 
snid  that  God  had  shown  to  him  the  Israelites 
running  away,  and  pursued  by  the   Syrians, 
and  dispersed  upon  the  mountains  by  theni, 
a«  Hocks  of  sheep  are  dispersed   when  their 
shepherd  is  stain.      He  said  farther,  that  God 
signified  to  him  that  those  Israelites  should 
returg  in   peace  to  their  own  home,  and  that 
he  onlv  should  fall  in  the  battle.      When  Mi- 
caiah  had  thus  spoken,  Ahab  laid  to  Jehosha. 
phat  — •'  1  told  thee,  a  little  while  ago,  the 
disposition  of  the  man  with  regard  to  me   and 
that  he  uses  to  prophesy  evil  to  me         l^on 
which   Micaiah  replied,  that  he  ought  to  hear 


all,  whatsoever  it  he,  that  God  foretells-,  and 
that  in   particular,  they  were  false   prophers 
that    encouraged    bim   to   make    this   war   m 
liope  of  victorv,  whereas  he  must  fight  ana 
be  killed.      Whereupon  the  king  was  in  sua-  ; 
pense    with   himself;    but   Zedekiah,   one   of 
those  ialse  i>ropliets,  came  near,  and  exhorted 
bim  not  to  hearken  to  llicaiah,  for  he  did  not 
at  all   speak   Uuth  ;    as  a  demonMration   of 
which,  be  instiWced  in  what  Elijah  had  said, 
who  was  a  better  prophet  in  foretelling  futu- 
rities than  Micaiah  ;'  for  he  foretold  that  the 
dogs  should  lick  his  blood  in  the  city  of  Jez- 
reel  in  the  field  of  Naboth,  as  they  licked  the 
blood  of  Naboth,  who  by  bis  means  was  there 
stoned  to  death  by  the  multitude;  that  there- 
fore it  was  plain  that  this  Micaiah  was  a  liar, 
as  contradicting  a  greater  prophet  than  him- 
self   and   saying   that  he  should   be  slain  at 
three  davs' journey  distance  :   "and  [said  he] 
vou  sbail  soon  know  whether  he  be  a  true 
prophet,  and  hath  the  power  ot  the  Divine 
Spirit;    for    I  will   smite   him,    and   let   hnn 
tlieu  hurt  mv  hand,  as  Jadou  caused  the  band 
of  .Teroboan'i   the   king    to    wither    when    he 
would  have  caught  him;   for  I  suppose  thou 
hast  certainly  heard   of  that  accident.       bo 
when,    upon   bis   smiting    Micaiah,    no   harm 
happened   to   bim,    Ahab  took   courage,  and 
readily  led  his  armv  against  the  king  ot   Sy- 
ria; for,  as  1  suppose,  fate   was  too  hard  toe 
him,    and   made   him   believe   that   the    t.ilsu 
prophets  spake  truer  than  the  true  one,  that 
it  migiit  take  an  occasion  of  bringing  him  to 
his  end.      However,  Zedekiah  made  horns  ot 
iron    and  said  to  Ahab,  that  God  made  those 
boms  signals,  that  by  tbem  he  sbouhl  over- 
throw all  Syria.      But  Micaiah  replied,  that 
Zedekiah,  in  a  few  days,  should  go  tnnn  one 
secret  chamber  to  another,  to  hide  hin.sell, 
that  he  might  escape  the  punishment  ot   his 
lying.     Then  did  the  king  give  orders  that 
they   should  take   Micaiah  away,  and  guard 
him"  to  Anion,  the  governor  of  the  city,  and 
to  give  him  nothing  but  bread  and  water. 

5.  Then  did  Ahab,  and  Jehoshaphat  the 
king  of  Jerusalem,  take  their  forces,  and 
marched  to  Ramotb,  a  city  of  Gilead  ;  and 
when  the  king  of  Syria  heard  of  this  expedi- 
tion he  brciigbt  out  his  army  to  oppose  them, 
and  pitched  his  camp  not  far  from  Rarnoth 
Now  Ahab  and  Jehoshaphat  had  agreed  that 
Ahab  should  lay  aside  his  royal  robes,  but 
that  the  king  of  Jerusalem  should  put  on  bis 
FAhab'sl  proper  habit,  and  stand  before  the 
•army    in  order  to  disprove,   by  this  artitice. 


.  Thf^P  rea»onins.  of  Zedekiah  the  S>«.P;"P''<'V,  ," 
,„rter  t..  pers.mJ-  *hab  not  to  believe  M.ca.ah  the  rue 
.roohet  are  olan.il.le:  li.it  beiog  onntted  II,  our  other 
■Ze,  we'^..  not  .low  t.ll  »he„ce  Jo.,ephu.  hnd  thetn; 
whether  fro.n  hi.  own  l.mple  e..py.  from  some  other 
,  rSal  aolhor.  or  (ron,  oertaii.   aocient  note,,      la 

,rae  ,ocl.  vlao-^ihle  ohjertion  was  now  rai.sed  acauis 
N  "an  <  ver,  l.kelv,  o.h,-rwi.e  Jehosh.phal.  ..h"U.ed 
,  dr.lei-v.-all  ,ueh  l.Ue  p.ophHs.  could  neverhav. 
been  iodoced  to  acrompaoy  Ahab  iu  these  desperM.  ou- 
cumVaiices. 
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what  Micaiah  had  foretold.*  But  Ahab's 
fate  found  him  out  without  his  robes ;  for 
Benhadad,  the  king  of  Assyria,  had  charged 
his  anr  f,  by  means  of  their  commanders,  to 
kill  nobody  else  but  only  the  king  of  Israel. 
So  when  the  Syrians,  upon  their  joining  bat- 
tle with  the  Israelites,  saw  Jehoshaphat  stand 
before  the  army,  and  conjectured  that  he  was 
Ahab,  they  fell  \-iolently  upoyhim,  and  en- 
compassed him  round  ;  but  \Wicn  they  were 
near,  and  knew  that  it  was  not  he,  they  all 
.eturned  hack;  and  while  the  6ght  lasted 
Irom  the  morning  light  till  late  in  the  even- 
ing, and  the  Syrians  were  conquerors,  they 
killed  nobody,  as  their  king  had  commanded 
\hera  ;  and  when  they  sought  to  kill  Ahab 
alone,  but  could  not  find  him,  there  was  a 
young  nobleman  belonging  to  king  Benhadad, 
whose  name  was  Naaman;  he  drew  his  bow 
against  the  enemy,  and  wounded  the  king 
through  his  breastplate,  in  his  lungs.  Upon 
this  Ahub  resolved  not  to  make  his  mischance 
known  to  his  army,  lest  they  should  run 
B'.vay;  but  he  bid  the  driver  of  his  chariot 
to  turn  it  back,  and  carry  him  out  of  the 
battle,  because  he  was  sorely  and  mortally 
wounded.  However,  he  sat  in  his  chariot 
and  endured  the  pain  till  sun-set,  and  then 
be  fainted  away  and  died. 

6.  And  now  the  Syrian  army,  upon  the 
coming  on  of  the  night,  retired  to  their  carop; 
and  when  the  herald  belonging  to  the  camp 

•  This  iTadini;  of  Jnsephns,  that  Jehoshaphat  put  on 
not  his  own  but  Ahab's  robes,  in  order  to  .ippear  to  be 
Ahab,  while  Abab  was  without  any  robes  at  all,  An<) 
hojjfd  thereby  to  escape  his  own  evil  fate,  and  disprove 
Mirai«b's  propheey  aijitinst  him.  is  exreedini;  probable. 
It  eives  E;rt'at  licbt  also  to  this  whole  history,  and  shows, 
tliat  attboueh  Abab  hoped  Jeliosbaphat  would  b«  mis- 
tiken  for  liim,  and  run  the  only  risk  of  being  slain  in  the 
battle,  yet  was  he  entireW  disappointetl;  while  still  the 
escape  of  the  good  man  JehovL^phat,  and  the  sVan^hter 
of  the  bad  man  Ah.-ib,  deroonstrated  tbt  i;rrat  iisUiutioo 
thnt  Divine  PruviaeQce  raade  i>etwii1  tbem. 


gave  notice  that  Aliat  Was  dead,  they  returned 
home ;  and  they  took  the  dead  body  of  Ahab 
to  Samaria,  and  buried  it  there ;  but  when 
they  had  washed  his  chariot  in  the  fountain 
of  Jezreel,  which  was  bloody  with  the  dead 
body  of  the  king,  they  acknowledged  that  the 
prophecy  of  Elijah  was  true,  for  the  dogs 
licked  his  blood,  and  the  harlots  continued 
afterwards  to  wash  themselves  in  that  foun- 
tain ;  but  still  he  died  at  Ramoth,  as  Micaiah 
had  foretold.  And  as  what  things  were  fore- 
told should  happen  to  Ahab  by  the  two  pro- 
phets came  to  pass,  we  ought  thence  to  have 
high  notions  of  God,  and  every  where  to  ho- 
nour and  worship  him,  and  never  to  suppose 
that  what  is  pleasant  and  agreeable  is  worthy 
of  belief  before  what  is  true ;  and  to  esteem 
nothing  more  advantageous  than  the  gift  of 
prophecy, f  and  that  foreknowledge  of  future 
events  which  is  derived  from  it,  since  God 
shews  men  thereby  what  we  ought  to  avoid. 
We  may  also  guess,  from  what  happened  to 
ttiis  king,  and  have  reason  to  consider  the 
power  of  fate,  that  there  is  no  way  of  avoid- 
ing it,  even  when  we  know  it.  It  creeps 
upon  human  souls,  and  flatters  them  with 
pleasing  hopes,  till  it  leads  them  about  to  the 
place  where  it  will  be  too  hard  for  thetn. 
Accordingly  Ahab  appears  to  have  been  de- 
ceived thereby,  till  he  disbelieved  those  that 
foretold  his  defeat;  but  by  giving  credit  to 
such  as  foretold  what  was  grateful  to  him,  was 
slain;  and  his  son  Ahaziah  succeeded  him. 

+  We  have  here  a  very  wise  reflection  of  Joscphiii 
about  Divine  Providence,  and  what  is  derived  from  it, 
}>roplucy,  and  tlie  inevitable  certainty  of  its  acronipliiih- 
ment;  and  that  when  wicked  men  tbink  they  take  pro- 
per methods  to  elude  what  is  denounced  aeainst  them, 
and  to  escape  tbe  divine  jodt^meott  Ibeivby  threatened 
them,  without  repentance,  Ibey  are  ever  by  rrovidencc 
infatuated  to  bring  about  th-lr  own  drstniction.  and 
th-.-e'jy  withnl  to  demonstrate  toe  perfect  veracity  of 
that  God  whose  predictions  they  In  vain  endeflvoor  to 
tlode. 
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BOOK  IX. 

COitTAlNnJO  THE  nmtBVAL  OP  OSE  IITOTORED  ASD  Fim-SEViSJI  TBAa& 

FROM  THE  DEATH  OF  AHAB   TO  THE   CAPTIVI'IY  OF  TH3  TEN 

TRIBES. 


CHAPTER  L  1  judges,  wlo  would  be  obliged  to  give  righ- 

I  teous  sentences  concerning  such  causes;   and 

COWCERMN-G  JEHOSHAPHAT  AGAIN;  HOW  HE    tbis  wth  the  greater  care,  because  it  is  pro- 

CON-STITUTED  JUDGES,  AMD,  BY  god's  AS-    per  that  the  sentences  which  are  given  in  that 

SISTANCE.  ovEttCAME  HIS  ENEMIES.  i  city  wherein  the  teniple  of  God  is,  and  wbcre- 

1  in  the  king  dwells,  be  given  with  great  care 
§  I.  When  Je'noshaphat  the  king  was  come  i  and  the  utmost  justice.  Now  he  set  oyer 
fo  Jerasa\em,  from  the  assistance  he  had  a.- 1  them  Amariah  the  pr.est,  and  Zebed.ah.  [both] 
forded  Abab,  the  king  of  Israel,  when  he  1  oi  the  trine  of  Judah:  and  after  this  manner 
fought  with  Benhadad,  dng  of  Syria,  the  pro-  '  it  was  tbut  the  king  ordered  these  afiairs 
rhct  Jehu  met  him,  and  accused  him  for  as-  |  2.  Aoout  the  same  time  the  Moabites  and 
listing  Ahab,  a  man  both  impious  and  «-icked;  i  A-nmon.tes  made  an  expedition  ^^u^.tJeho. 
and    said    to    him,  that    God  was   displeased  ;  shaphat,  and  took  with  them  a  great  body  of 


lo  God;  after  which  he  presently  went  over  Jehoshaphat 
all  that  eomtry  «-hich  be  ruled  rouiKl  about.  '  over  the  lake,  and  had  niade  an  rruptm.i 
and  tauent  the  peop.e,  ,s  well  the  laws  which  ;  into  that  country  wliicj  belonged  to  his  king- 
God"  Eavetbemby  Moses.as  thntrelisiou<.|do.T,.  at  wiian  news  he  waj  aff-ch'ed.  and 
uorshm  ilKit  u.is  d.ie  to  bim.  He  also  con-  called  the  people  of  Jerusalem  to  a  eongiega- 
stituted  iudges  in  every  one  of  the  cities  of  1  tion  in  the  temple,  and  standing  over-ag^n-t 
■     ■  •     •  •  the  temple  itself,  he  called  upon  God  to  afford 

him  power  and  strength,  so  as  to  inflict  pun- 
ishment on  those  that  made  this  expeditioi) 
against  them  (for  that  those  who  built  this  his 
temple  had  prayed  that  he  would  protect  that 
citv,  and  take  vengeance  on  those  that  were 
so  bold  as  to  come  against  it);  for  they  are 
come  to  take  from  us  that  knd  which  thou 
hast  given  us  for  a  possession.  When  he  bad 
prayed  thus,  he  fell  into  tears;  and  the  whole 
multitude,  together  with  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren, made  their  supplications  also:  upon 
which  a  certain  prophet,  Jahaziel  by  name, 
came  into  the  midst  of  the  assembly,  and  cried 
out,  and  spake  both  to  the  multitude  and  to 
the  king,  that  God  heard  their  prayers,  and 
promised  to  light  against  their  enemies.  He 
also  gave  order  that  the  king  should  draw  his 
forces  out  the  next  day,  for  that  he  should 
find  them  between  Jerusalem  and  the  ascent 

T  Cincernioe  Ihi*  (>rtrciou»  balsaia,  ■«•  theoote  OB 

ADliq.  b.  viiL  ch.  vi.  «ecL  (i 


his  kingdom;  and  charged  them  to  have  re- 
gard to  notliing  so  much  in  judging  the  mul- 
titude as  to  do  justice,  .ind  not  to  be  moved  by 
bribes,  nor  by  the  dignity  of  men  eminent  for 
either  their  riches  or  their  high  birth,  but  to 
distribute  justice  equally  to  all,  as  knowing 
that  God  is  conscious  of  every  secret  action 
of  theirs.  When  he  had  himself  instructed 
them  thus,  and  gone  over  every  city  of  the 
two  tribes,  he  returned  to  Jerusalem.  He 
there  also  constituted  j  udges  out  of  the  priests 
and  the  Levites,  and  principal  persons  of  the 
multitude,  and  admonished  them  to  pass  all 
their  sentences  ttith  care  and  justice.'  And 
that  if  any  of  the  people  of  his  country  had 
differences  of  great  consequence,  they  should 
send  them  out  of  the  other  cities  to  these 

•  These  judges,  constituted  by  Jehfwhaphat,  were  a 
kind  of  Jerusalem  SaQliedrim.  out  of  tlte  priests,  the 
l.«vjleB,  and  the  principal  of  the  people,  both  here  and 
2 Chronicles,  xix-S;  much  like  the  old  Christian  judi- 
f  rrrs  of  the  bishop,  the  presbjters,  the  deacousi  and 
lb«  ptoph:. 
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of  Engedi,  >t  k  place  called  The  Eminence, 
and  that  be  should  not  fight  against  them,  but 
only  stand  still,  and  see  how  God  would  tight 
against  them,  MTien  the  prophet  had  said 
this,  both  the  king  and  the  multitude  fell 
on  their  faces,  and  gave  thanks  to  God,  and 
worshipped  him:  and  the  Levites  continued 
singing  hjTjms  to  <3od  with  their  instruments 
of  music. 

3.  As  soon  as  it  was  day,  and  the  king  was 
come  into  that  tvUdemess  which  is  under  the° 
nty  of  Tekoa,  he  said  to  the  multitude,  "that 
ihey  ought  to  give  credit  to  what  the  prophet 
had  said,  and  not  to  set  tfaentselves  in  array 
tor  fighting;  but  to  set  the  priests  with  their 
trumpets,  and  the  Levites  with  the  singers  of 
hvmns,  to  give  thanks  to  God,  as  ha\-ing 
already  delivered  our  country  from  our  ene- 
mies." This  opinion  of  the  king  pleased  [the 
ptople],  and  they  did  what  he  advised  them 
to  do.  So  God  caused  a  terror  and  a  com. 
motion  to  arise  among  the  Ammonites,  who 
thought  one  another  to  be  enemies,  and  slew 
one  another,  insomuch  that  not  one  roan  out 
of  so  great  an  army  escaped;  and  when  Je- 
hoshaphat  looked  upon  that  valley  wherein 
their  enemies  had  been  encamped,  and  saw  it 
full  of  dead  men,  he  rejoiced  at  so  surprising 
an  event  as  was  this  assistance  of  God,  while 
he  himself  by  his  own  power,  and  without 
their  labour,  had  given  them  the  victory.  He 
al-o  gave  his  army  leave  to  take  the  prey  of 
the  enemy's  camp,  and  to  spoil  their  dead 
bodies;  and  indeed  so  they  did  for  three  days 
together,  till  they  were  weary,  so  great  was 
the  number  of  the  slain ;  and  on  the  fourth 
day,  all  the  people  were  gathered  together, 
unto  a  certain  hollow  place  or  valley,  and 
blessed  God  for  his  power  and  assistance; 
from  which  the  place  had  this  name  given  it, 
the  Valley  of  [^Berachah,  or]  BUmny. 

4.  And  when  the  king  bad  brought  his 
army  back  to  Jerusalem,  he  betook  himself  to 
celebrate  festivals,  and  offer  sacrifices,  and 
this  for  many  days;  and  indeed,  alter  this  de- 
struction of  their  enemies,  and  when  it  came 
to  the  ears  of  the  foreign  nations,  they  were 
all  greatly  affrighted,  as  supposing  that  God 
would  openly  tight  for  him  hereafter.  So 
Jehu>haphat  from  that  time  lived  in  great 
glory  and  splendour,  on  account  of  his  righ- 
teousness and  his  piety  towards  God.  He 
was  also  in  friendship  with  Ahab's  son,  who 
was  king  of  Israel ;  and  be  joined  with  him 
in  the  building  of  ships  that  were  to  sail  to 
Pontus   and  the  traffic    cities  of   Thrace;* 

*  What  arv  bere  Pontos  and  Thrace,  as  the  pT&res 
whi  Ibcr  Jehotbaphars  fleet  sailed,  are  in  our  other  copies 
Oplitr  ADd  Tarshish.  and  the  place  whence  it  sailed 
is  m  them  Eziongehvr.  which  lay  on  the  Red  >ea, 
wl]r:'.ce  it  was  impossible  for  any  ships  Id  sail  to  Pontus 
or  I  hiaee^  ao  that  Jasephus's  copy  diOvred  IroDi  our 
otlic-r  copies,  as  Is  tarther  pi^iin  Irom  bis  own  wonis, 
wbicli  tender  what  we  read,  that  "  Ihe  ships  were  broken 
at  Lr.iooc'ber,  from  their  unwieldy  creatness."     Bui  so 


btit  he  &iled  of  his  gains,  for  the  ships  wei« 
destroyed  by  being  so  great  [and  imwieldyj; 
on  which  account  he  was  no  longer  concerned 
about  shipping.  —  And  this  is  the  history  of 
Jehoshaphat,  the  king  of  Jerusalem. 


CHAPTER  U. 

CONC£SMNe  ABAZIAH,  THE  KING  01  ISB&EL; 
AND  AGAIN  CONCEBNiN6  THE  PROPHtT 
EUJAH. 

§  1.  Aks  now  Ahaxiak,  the  son  of  Akab, 

reigned  over  Israel,  and  made  his  abode  in 
Samaria.  He  was  a  wicked  man,  and  in  all 
respects  like  to  both  his  parents,  and  to  Jero- 
boam, who  first  of  all  transgressed,  and  began 
to  deceive  the  people.  In  the  second  year  of 
his  reign,  the  king  of  Moab  fell  off  from  his 
obedience,  and  left  off  pa)ing  those  tributes 
which  he  before  paid  to  his  father  Ahab.  Now 
it  happened  that  Ahaziah,  as  he  was  coming 
down  from  the  top  of  his  house,  fell  dow-n 
from  it,  and  in  his  sickness  sent  to  the  Fly, 
which  was  the  god  of  Ekron,  for  that  was  this 
god's  name,  to  inquire  about  his  recovervif 
but  the  God  of  the  Hebrews  appeared  to  Eli- 
jah the  prophet,  and  commanded  him  to  go 
and  meet  the  messengers  that  were  sent,  and 
to  ask  them,  whether  the  people  of  Israel  had 
not  a  God  of  their  own,  that  the  king  sent  to 
a  fereign  god  to  imjiiire  about  his  recovery? 
and  to  W  them  return  and  tell  the  king  that 
he  would  not  escape  this  disease.  And  when 
Elijah  had  performed  what  God  had  com- 
manded him,  and  tV  messengers  had  heard 
what  he  said,  they  returned  to  the  king  im- 
mediately; and  when  the  king  wondered  how 
they  coidd  return  so  soon,  and  asked  them  the 
reason  of  it,  they  said  that  a  certain  man  met 
them,  and  forbatle  theoi  to  go  on  any  farther; 
but  to  return  and  tell  thee,  from  the  command 
of  the  God  of  Israel,  that  this  disease  will  have 
a  ba<l  end.  And  when  the  king  barle  them 
describe  the  man  that  said  this  to  them,  they 
rephi:d,  that  he  was  a  huiry  man,  and  was  gii  t 
about  with  a  girdle  of  leather.  So  the  king 
understood  by  tbL*,  that  the  man  who  was  de- 
scribed by  the  messengers  was  Elijah;  where- 
upon he  sent  a  captain  to  him,  with  fifty 
soldiers,  and  commanded  them  to  bring  Elijah 
to  hiin;  and  when  the  captain  that  was  sent 
found  Ehjah  sitting  upon  the  top  of  a  hilt,  he 
commanded  him  to  come  down,  and  to  come 
to  the  king,  for  so  had  he  enjoined;  but  that 
in  case  he  refused,  be   would  carry  him   bj 

South  Sea,  IhonKb  perba^  theee  nieht  be  aaothet- 
Ophir  in  that  St.utli  ^ea  also,  and  that  flt-ets  niif[ht  ihcn 
sail  both  from  Pboeo  cia  and  from  tlie  Ked  Sea,  l.-  fetch 
the  irnid  of  Ophir. 

+  This  G»<i  o/  FtifS  seems  to  haee  been  s<»  mtW-t,  %j 
was  the  lite  Rrnl  among  the  Greeks,  from  his  5*»p(v*-..d 
power  OTpr  flics,  in  driving  them  away  fn-ui  Ihe  itiL  "I 


&u  we  may  conclude,  uat  Josepnu*  ihougiii  one  I  iphir    ibeir  sarrifices,  which  otherwise  wooid  na«  been  ^eij 
l»  be  temewber*  ta  Un  M«dt1eftvi«aQ,  aad  ihiI  in  tlie    tteublesotna  te  tbem. 


CHAP.  in. 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS. 


249 


Ctrce.     Elijah  said  to  him,  *'  That  you  may 

^  have  a  trial  wbetiier  I  be  a  true  prophet,  I  will 

pray  that  fire  may  fall   from   heaven,  and  dt- 

,  jtroy  both  the  soldiers  and  yourself."*    So  he 

prayed,   and  a   whirlwind  of   tire   fell   [from 

r  heaven],  and  destroyed  the  captain  and  thoi^e, 

\  that  were  with  him.    And  when  the  king  was 

informed  of  the  destruction  of  these  men,  he 

was  very  angry,  antl  sent  another  captain  with 

the  like  number  of  arniec'  men  that  were  sent 

before.   And  when  thi=  c»ptain  also  threatened 

'the  prophet,  that  unless  he  came  down  of  bis 

]  own  accord,  he  would  take  him  and  carry  him 

away;  upon  hi*  prayer  af^nst  him,  the  fire 

^[from  heaven]  slew  this  captain  as  well  as  the 

.  other.     And  when,  upon  inquiry,  the  king  was 

informed  of  what  luul  happened  to  him,  he  sent 

"out  a  tliird  captain,     liut  when  tliis  captain, 

who  was  a  wise  man,  and  of  a  mild  disposition, 

.  came  to  the  place  where  Elijah  happened  to  be, 

and  spake  civilly  tohim,  and  said,  that  be  knew 

that  it  was  without  his  own  consent, and  only  in 

submission  to  the  king's  command  that  he  came 

to  Iiim ;  and  that  those  that  came  before  did  not 

coiiiJ>  willingly,  but  on  tiie  same  account, —  he 

therefore  desired  him  to  have  pity  on  those 

"armed  men  that  were  with  him;  and  that  he 

would  come  down  and  follow  him  to  the  king. 

So  Elijah  accepted  of  his  discreet  words  and 

courteous    behaviour,    and    came    down    and 

followed  him.    And  when  he  came  to  the  king. 

ho  prophesied  to  him,  and  told  him,  that  Uod 

Siiid, — "  Since  thou  hast  despised  him  as  not 

^eing  God,  and  so  unable  to  foretell  the  truth 

about  thy  distemper,  but  hast  sent  to  the  god 

of  Ekrou  to  inquire  of  him  what  will  be  the 

end  of  this  thy  distemper,  know  this,  that  thou 

bhalt  die." 

2.  Accordingly  the  king  in  a  very  little 
time  died,  a«  Elijah  had  foretold;  hut  Je- 
horam  his  brother  succeeded  him  in  the  king- 
dom, for  he  died  without  children:  but  for 
this  Jehoram,  he  was  like  his  father  Ahab  in 
wickedness,  and  reigned  twelve  years,  indulg- 
ing himself  in  all  sorts  of  wickedness  and  iin- 

•  It  is  commonly  ealeemed  a  very  cnipl  arlion  of  K|i. 
jfth.  whfn  hr  callpd  for  fire  frum  heaven,  and  ron*iimr,t 
no  IVwer  than  iwo  captains  ami  a  hundred  solHicnt.  and 
this  for  no  other  crime. than  oheyin^  tlif  orders  of  their 
kini^,  in  attempting  tt>  seize  him  ;  and  it  is  iiwned  by  our 
ftavioar,  Ihat  it  was  an  instance  of  jjrealer  severity  than 
the  spirit  of  the  New  TestameDt  allows.  lAike  ix.'ol.  But 
then  we  must  rotisider,  that  it  is  not  unlikely  Ihat  the»e 
captains  and  soldiers  t)elieved  th»t  they  were  sent  to  fetch 
the  prophet,  that  he  mi^ht  be  put  to  death  for  foretelling 
tbe  death  of  the  kin;,  and  this  while  they  knew  bim  to  be 
the  prophet  of  the  true  God,  the  Supreme  King  of  Inrael 
(for  they  were  stiH  undei  the  theocracyl,  which  w  .*>  no 
less  than  impiety,  rebellion,  and  treason,  in  the  hii:he^t 
rie<ree:  Dor  wnuld  the  command  '.'f  u  subaltern  ur  luI'Tlur 
Cat'tain,  eon  trad  irtin)(  the  commands  of  the  iieneral.  wben 
the  captain  and  the  soldiers  both  knew  it  to  b**  so.  as  I 
suppose,  justify  or  excuse  such  gross  rebellion  and  dii^o- 
bcdience  in  S'lldier:^  at  this  day.  Accordingly,  when  Saul 
eommaaded  his  tuirds  to  slay  Atnmelech  and  the  priest* 
ftt  Nob.  they  kn«w  it  to  be  an  unlawful  comro;ind,  and 
would  not  obey  it  1  Sam.  xxij.  17.  From  which  cases, 
both  ufhcers  and  soldif-rs  may  learn  that  the  commands 
•f  Ihrir  leaders  or  kinjs  caiimit  ju-iiity  or  excu>e  them 
la  doing  what  i<  wn-ked  in  the  siyht  L>t  <ii>d.  or  in  fight- 
iOf  »a  an  ur\just  cause,  wbeu  they  know  it  su  lo  be 


piety  towards  God.  for,  leaving  off  hi?  wor«h»p, 
he  worshipped  foreign  gods;  but  in  other  re- 
spects he  was  an  active  man.  Now  at  this 
time  it  was  that  Elijah  disappeared  from  uiiinrtg 
men,  and  no  one  knows  of  bis  death  to  this 
very  day;  but  he  left  behind  hira  his  disciple 
EILsha,  as  we  have  formerly  declared.  And 
indeed,  as  to  Elijah,  and  as  to  Enoch,  who 
was  before  the  Deluge,  it  is  written  in  tli')^ 
sacred  books  that  they  tU»appeared;  but  so 
that  nobody  knew  that  t|^ev  died. 


CHAPTER  Hi. 

HOW    JOllAM     AND    JEHOSHAniAT     MADE    A!f 

expkoition  against  the  moaiute9 ;  as 
al90  concerning  the  wonoera  of  eli- 
sha;   and  the  death  of  JEHOSHAPHAT. 

§  1.  AVhen  Joratn  had  taken  upon  him  the 
kingdo:n,  he  determined  to  make  an  expedi- 
tion a^ain»«t  the  king  of  Moab,  whose  name 
was  Me~ha;  for,  as  we  told  you  before,  he 
was  departed  from  his  obedience  to  his  bro- 
ther [,\haziah].  while  he  paid  to  his  father 
Ahab  two  hundred  thousand  sheep,  with  their 
llceres  of  wool.  When  therefore  be  had  g:i- 
thered  his  own  army  together,  he  sent  aUo  to 
Jebo>haphat,  and  entreated  him,  that  since  he 
bml  from  the  beginning  been  a  friend  to  his 
f.ither,  he  would  assist  him  in  the  war  that  he 
was  entering  into  against  the  Moabites,  who 
had  departed  from  their  obedience,  who  not 
only  himself  promised  to  assist  him,  but  would 
also  oblii;e  the  king  of  Edom,  who  uas  under 
his  authority,  to  make  the  same  expedition 
also.  NVhen  Joram  had  received  these  as- 
surances of  assistance  from  Jehoshaphat,"  he 
took  his  army  with  bim,  and  came  to  Jeru- 
salem; and  when  he  had  been  sumptuously 
entertained  by  the  king  of  Jerusalem,  it  wrs 
restdved  upon  by  them  to  take  their  march 
against  their  enemies  through  the  wilderness 
of  Edom:  and  when  they  had  taken  a  com- 
pass of  seven  days'  journey,  they  were  in  dis. 
tresg  for  want  ot  water  for  the  cattle  and  for 
the  army,  from  the  mistake  of  their  roads  by 
the  guides  that  conducted  them,  insomuch 
that  they  were  all  in  an  agony,  especially  Jo- 
ram;  and  cried  to  God,  by  reason  of  their 
sorrow,  and  [desired  to  know]  what  wicked- 
ness had  been  committed  by  them  that  induced 
hira  to  deliver  three  kings  together,  \nth- 
out  fighting,  unto  the  king  of  Moab.  Hut  Je- 
ho>hapbat,  whu  was  a  righteous  man.  encou- 
raged him,  and  bade  him  send  to  the  camp 
and  know  whether  any  prophet  of  God  wai 
come  along  with  them,  that  we  might  by  him 
learn  from  God  what  we  should  do.  And 
when  one  of  the  servants  of  Joram  said  thai 
he  had  seen  there  Elisha,  the  son  of  Sbapliat, 
the  disdple  of  Elijah,  the  three  kings  went  ti» 
tum   at   the   entreaty   of  Jehosbapbati    aou 
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when  they  were  come  at  the  prophet's  tent, 
which  tent  was  pitched  out  of  the  camp,  they 
a.sked  hiin,  «hac  would  become  of  the  army? 
and  Jorara  w'as  particularly  very  pressing  with 
him  about  it.  And  when  he  replied  to  him, 
that  he  should  not  trouble  him,  but  go  to  his 
father's  and  his  mother's  prophets,  for  they  [to 
be  sure]  were  true  prophets,  — he  still  desired 
ini  to  prophesy,  and  to  save  them.  So  he 
wore  by  God  that  he  would  not  answer  him, 
imless  it  were  on  account  of  Jehoshaphat, 
who  was  a  holy  and  righteous  man :  and 
when,  at  his  desire,  they  brought  him  a  man 
that  could  play  on  the  psaltery,  the  divine 
spirit  came  upon  him  as  the  music  played, 
and  he  comraaiuled  them  to  dig  many  trenches 
in  the  valley;  for,  said  he,  "though  there 
appear  neither  cloud,  nor  wind,  nor  storm  of 
raiM,  ye  shall  see  this  river  full  of  water,  till 
the  army  and  the  cattle  be  saved  for  you  by 
drinking  of  it;  nor  will  this  be  all  the  favour 
that  you  shall  receive  from  God,  but  you  shall 
Uo  overcome  your  enemies,  and  take  the  best 
and  strongest  cities  of  the  Jloabites,  and  you 
shall  cut  down  their  fruit-trees,"  and  lay  waste 
their  country,  and  stop  up  their  fountains  and 
rivers." 

'2.  When  the  prophet  had  said  this,  the 
next  day,  before  the  sun-rising,  a  great  tor- 
rent ran  strongly  ;  for  God  had  caused  it  to 
rain  very  plentifully  at  the  distance  of  three 
days*  jouiney  into  Edom,  so  that  the  army 
and  the  cattle  found  water  to  drink  in  abun- 
ilance.  Uut  when  the  Moabites  heard  that 
the  three  kings  were  coming  upon  them,  and 
matle  their  a[>proach  through  the  wilderness, 
the  king  of  Moab  gathered  his  array  together 
presently,  and  commanded  them  to  pitch  their 
citnp  upon  the  mountains,  that  when  the  ene-t 
n\)-  should  attempt  to  enter  their  country, 
they  might  not  be  concealed  from  them, 
but  when,  at  the  rising  of  the  sun,  they  saw 
the  water  in  the  torrent,  for  it  was  not  far 
from  the  land  of  Moab,  and  that  it  was  of 
the  colour  of  blood,  for  at  such  a  time  the 
water  especially  looks  red,  by  the  shining  of 
the  sun  upon  it,  they  formed  a  false  notion  of 
the  state  of  their  enemies,  as  if  they  had  slain 
one  another  for  thirst;  and  that  the  river  ran 
with  their  blood.  However,  supposing  that 
this  was  the  case,  they  desired  their  king 
\iould  send  them  out  to  spoil  their  enemies; 
whereupon  they  all  went  in  haste,  as  to  an 
advantage  already  gained,  and  came  to  the 
enemy's  camp,  as  supposing  them  destroyed 
already;   but  their  hope  deceived  them,  for 

•  This  practice  of  cutting  down,  or  pluckint;  op  by 
thf  roots  the  fniit-trees,  was  lorbidden.  even  in  ordi- 
nary wars,  by  the  law  of  Moses,  Deut  XX.  19.  ".^O;  and 
only  allowed  by  God  in  this  particular  case,  when  the 
Mtohites  were  to  be  punished  and  cut  off  in  an  extra- 
ordinary maDuer  for  their  wickedness.  See  Jer.  xWiiL 
II.  12,  13.  and  many  the  lite  prophecies  against  them. 
Nothing  could  therefore  justify  this  practice  but  a  parti- 
cular commission  from  God  by  bis  prophet,  as  in  the 
preseut  case,  which  was  ever  a  suthcicnt  warrant  lor 
creaking  any  sach  ritual  or  ceremonial  law  whatsoever. 


as  their  enemies  stood  rdrmd  about  them, 
some  of  them  were  cut  to  pieces,  and  others 
of  them  were  dispersed,  and  fled  to  their  own 
country;  and  when  the  kings  fell  into  the 
land  of  Moab,  they  overthrew  the  cities  that 
were  in  it,  and  spoiled  their  fields,  and  marred 
them,  filling  them  with  stones  out  of  the 
brook?,  and  cut  do^vn  the  best  of  their  trees, 
and  stopped  up  their  fountains  of  water,  and 
overthrew  their  walls  to  their  foundations; 
but  the  king  of  Moab,  when  he  was  pursued, 
endured  a  siege,  and  seeing  his  city  in  dan- 
ger of  being  ovetihrown  by  force,  made  a 
sally,  and  went  out  with  seven  hundred  men, 
in  order  to  break  through  the  enemy's  camp 
mth  his  horsemen,  on  that  side  where  the 
watch  seemed  to  be  kept  most  negligently; 
and  when,  upon  trial,  he  could  not  get  away, — 
for  he  lighted  upon  a  place  that  vi-as  carefully 
Avatched, — he  returned  into  the  city,  and  did 
a  thing  that  showed  despair,  and  the  utmtjst 
distress;  for  he  took  his  eldest  son,  who  was 
to  reign  after  him,  and  lifting  him  up  upon 
the  wiJI,  that  he  might  be  visible  to  all  the 
enemies,  he  offered  him  as  a  whole  burnt- 
offering  to  God,  whom,  when  the  kings  saw, 
they  commiserated  the  distress  that  was  the 
occasion  of  it,  and  were  so  affetrted,  in  way  of 
humanity  and  pity,  that  they  raised  the  seige, 
and  every  one  retunied  to  his  own  house. 
So  Jehoshaphat  came  to  Jerusalem,  and  con- 
tinued in  peace  there,  and  outlived  this  ex- 
pedition but  a  little  time,  and  then  died, 
having  lived  in  all  si.xty  years,  and  of  them 
reigned  twenty-five.  He  was  buried  in  a 
magnificent  manner  in  Jerusalem,  for  he  had 
imitated  the  actions  of  Dbvid. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

JEHOHAH  SPCCEEDS  JEHOSHAPHAT;  HOW  JO. 
KAM,  HIS  NAMESAKE,  KING  OF  ISRAEL, 
FOCliHT  WITH  THE  SYRIANS;  AND  WHAT 
WONDERS  WERE  DONE  BY  THE  FiiCPHET 
ELISUA. 

§  1.  Jehoshaphat  had  a  good  number  of 
cliildren;  but  he  appointed  his  eldest  son,  Je- 
horam,  to  be  his  successor,  who  had  the  same 
name  with  his  mother's  brother,  that  was 
king  of  Israel,  and  the  son  of  Ahab.  Now 
when  the  king  of  Israel  was  come  out  of  the 
land  of  ^loab  to  Samaria,  he  had  with  him 
Elisha  the  prophet,  whose  acts  I  have  a  mind 
to  go  over  particularly,  for  they  were  iUus> 
trious,  and  worthy  to  be  related,  as  we  have 
them  set  down  in  the  sacred  books. 

2.  For  they  say  that  the  widow  of  Oba- 
diah,f  Ahab's  steward,  came  to  him,  and  said, 

+  That  this  woman  who  cried  to  Llisha,  and  who,  in 
our  Bible,  is  stjled  **  the  wile  of  ou*  of  the  sons  of  the 
prophet"*'  2  Kings  ir,  !,  was  n  >  oi:  er  than  tbe  widov 


ANTIQVlTrESOF  THE  JEWS. 


CHAP.  IT. 

that  he  was  not  ienorant  how  her  husband  had 
preserved  the  prophets  that  were  to  be  slain 
by  Jerebel,  the  wife  of  Ahab;  for  she  said  that 
he  hid  a  hundred  of  them,  and  had  borrowed 
money  for  their  maintenance,   and  that,  after 
her  husband's  death,  she  and  her  children  were 
carried  away  to  be  made  slaves  by  the  credi- 
tors; and  she  desired  of  him  to  have  mercy 
upon  her  on  account  of  what  her  hu-^band  did, 
and  afford  her  some  assistance.     And  when  he 
aslced  her  what  she  had  in  the  ho«<e,  she  said, 
"  Nothing  but  a  very  small  quantity  of  oil  in 
a  cruise."     So  the  prophet  bid  her  go  away, 
and  borrow  a  great  in.iny  empty  vessels  of  her  i 
neighbours,  and  when  she  bail  shut  her  cham- 
ber-door, to  pour  the  oil  into  them  all;  for  | 
that  God  would  fill  them  full.     And  when  the 
woman  had  done  what  she  was  commanded  to  i 
do,  and  bade  her  children  bring  every  one  of 
the  vessels,  and  all   were  filled,  and  not  one  | 
left  empty,  she  came  to  the  prophet,  and  told 
him  that  they  were  all  full;   upon  which  he 
advised  her  to  go  aw  ly,  and  sell  the  oil,  and 
pav  the  creditors  what  was  owing  to  them, 
(or  that  there  would  he  some  surplus  of  the 
price  of  the  oil,  which  she  might  make  use  of 
for  the  maintenance  of  her  children ;— and  thus 
did  Elisha  discharge  the  woman's  debts,  and 
free  her  from  the  vexation  of  her  creditors. 

3.  Elisha  also  sent  a  hasty  message  to  Jo- 
ram,'  and  exhorted  him  to  take  care  of  that 
of  Obadiah,  the  RoM  «tfwanl  of  Ahalj,  i»  conlirmf.1  bj 
Ihe  ChildM  para|.lir«»l,  «inl  l»  th'  I<»l'l>in!.  ond  olhrr«. 
Nor  is  thai  imhktlv  whi.-li  Jo»r[>hu3  hni:  ucWs.  lli«l  Ihuse 
debts  «rre  conlrartrd  1)J  l-pr  hinbaiid  lor  the  •iipport  o( 
Ihox-  -hi.r.drm  o:  t.ie  Lord's  propjst*.  wnrm  hr  main- 
UlK-d  bv  (iflr  in  a  cave,-  n  Ihr  djy.  of  Ahab  and  J«e. 
bet.  1  Kino  i"ii  ■I-  •hi'''  fi'cim>.i'an<«  reiiderrd  it 
hichly  61  that  thr  prnporl  tlisna  snould  pr..vi.lf  her  a 
rtmrdv.  and  enable  her  to  re,leeni  herself  and  ber  »ons 
from  the  rear  of  ihat  slavery  which  insolvent  debtors  were 
bal.le  I.,  by  the  la»  of  Muses,  l.evit.c.is  ajv  J9.  Matt 
XTiii.  i.5;  which  he  did  accordingly,  with  God's  help,  at 
the  expense  of  a  mirax:!*.  .      .,,   , 

•   VI   Hudson,  »:•>.  viry  gr<jd  reason,  suspects,  that 
there  is  no  small  oelecl  in  our  prrseot  copies  of  Josephus, 
■osl  before  the  berfnnmir  of  this  section  ;  and  chiefly,  as  i 
to  li-  istinr*  account  which  he  had  civen  ns  reason  to 
expect  in  the  first  section,  and  to  winch  he  seems  lo 
refer  (en.  viii.  sect,  nj.concernine  the  s'onnii'  miracles  I 
which  lilisha  wfoucf-  »  hich  indeed  in  our  Bibles  are  not 
a  few  '2  KinfS  iy.  lo  ix.) :  hut  of  which  we  liave  several 
omitted  in  Josephus's  present  copies.     One  of  those  bi.>- 
lories  omitted  at  present,  was  eTidently  >n  >»»•''*;!<-•  • 
Beao  tliat  of  the  ccrinc  of  Naaman's  leprosy  (2  KinRS 
»  1     for  he  plainly  ailodcs  to  it  (b.ui.  chap.  II.  sect.  4], 
wtire  he  observes,  that  "  there  were  lepers  in  nian)_^  na- 
tions who  yet  have  been  in  honour,  and  not  only  free  from 
reproach  and  avoidance,  but  who  have  been  great  cap. 
tains  of  armies,and  been  intnisted  with  huh  oftices  in 
the  commonwealth,  and  have  bad  the  privilege  of  enlrr- 
ine  into  holy  places  and  temples."     Uot  what  males  roe 
most  lo  resret  Ibe  want  of  that  history  in  our   present 
copies  of  Jnsephus  is  this,  that  we  have  here,  as  it  is  com- 
monly understood,  one  of  the   jreatest  d:fflcullies  in  all 
Ihe  Bible,  that  in  2  Kinus  v.  18,  19.  where  N.aamari.  alter 
he  had  been  miraculously  cured  by  a  piopbel  ol  the  true 
God.  and   had   thereupon  promised  (ver.   17)  that   'be 
would  henceforth  otter  neither  burnl-oaerini-s  nor  sacn- 
tices  unto  other  g<»is,  but  unto  Ihe   Lord.  adds,  in  'bis 
thine  the  Lord  pardon  thv  servant,  that  when  my  master 
eoetb  into  the  bouse  of  Kimraon  to  worship  there,  and  he 
feaieth  on  rof  hands,  and   I  bow  do»n   myself  in   the 
nou«ol   Rimmon.lbe  Lord  pardon  Ihyservaul  in  Ibu. 
thins  1  and  tli«lia  said,  do  in  peace  ■'      I  bi»  looks  like  a 
proplK'f  s  permission  lor  beiul!  partaker  in  idolatry  Itsell, 
oat  of  compliance  with  an  idolatrous  court. 
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;  place  for  Ihat  therein  were  some  Syrians  l)-ing 
'  in  ambush  to  kill  him.      So  the  king  did  as  the 
'  prophet  exhorted  him,  and  avoided  his  going 
a-hunting;    and    when    Benhadad    missed   of 
the  success  of  his  lying  in  ambush,  he  was 
wroth  with  his  own' servants,  as  if  they  had 
betrayed  his  ambusbment  to  Joram;  and  he 
!  sent  for  them,  and  said  they  were  the  betrayer 
of  bis  secret  counsels:  and  he  threatened  tha 
he  would  put  ihem  to  death,  since  such  their 
practice  was  evident,  because  he  had  intrusted 
this  secret  to  none  but  them,  and  yet  it  was 
made  known  to  bis  enemy:  and  when  one  that 
was  present  said,  that  he  shoultl   not  mistake 
himself,  nor  suspect  that  they  had  discovered 
to  his  enemy  bis  sendii  g  men  to  kill  him,  but 
that  he  ought  to  know  that  it  was  Elisha  the 
prophet  wiio  discovered  all  to  him,  and  laid 
open  all  his  counsels.      So  he  gave  order  that 
they  should  send  some  to  learn  in  what  city 
!  Elisha  dwelt.      Accordingly,  those  that  were 
sent  brought  word   that   he  was  in   Dothanj 
wherefore  Benhadad  sent  to  that  city  a  great 
army,  with  horses  and  chariots,  to  take  Elisha; 
so  they  encompassed  the  city  round  about  by 
night,' and  kept   hiin  therein   confined;    but 
when'  the  prophet's  servant  in  the  morning 
perceiveil  this,  and  that  his  enemies  sought  to 
take  Elisha,  he  came  running,  and  crying  out 
after  a  disordered  manner  to  him,  and  told  him 
of  it ;  but  he  encouraged  him,  and  bade  him 
not  be  afi-aid,  and  to  despise  the  enemy,  and 
trust  in  the  assistance  of  God,  and  was  himself 
without  fear;  and  he  besought  God  to  make 
manifest  to  his  servant  his  power  and  presence, 
so  far  as  was  possible,  in  order  to  the  inspiring 
bim   with  hope  and  cour.ige.       Accordingly, 
I  God  heard  the  prayer  of  the  prophet,  anil  made 
the  servant  see  a  nuiltitnde  ol  chariots  and 
horses  encompassing  Elisha,  till  he  laid  aside 
bis  fear,  and  his  courage  revived  at  the  sight 
of  what  he  supposed  was  come  to  their  assist- 
ance.     After  this,  Elisha  did  farther  entreat 
'  God  that  he  would  dim  the  eyes  of  their  ene- 
1  mies,  and  cast  a  mist  before  them,   whereby 
they' might  not  discern  him.      When  this  was 
done,  be  went  into  the  midst  of  his  enemies, 
and  asked  them  who  it  was  that  they  came  to 
seek;  and  when  they  replied,  "The  prophet 
Elisha,"  he  promised  be  would  deliver  him  to 
them,  if  they  would  follow  him  to  the  city ' 
w  here  he  was.   So  these  men  were  so  darkened 
by  God  in  their  sight  and  in  their  mind,  that 
they  followed  him  very  diligently;  and  when 
Eli-ha  bad  brought  them  to  Samaria,  he  or- 
dered Joram  the  king  to  shut  the  gates,  and  to 
place  his  own  army  round  about  them:  and 
prayed  to  God  to  clear  the  eyes  of  these  their 
enemies,  and  take  the  mist  from  before  them. 
Accordinglv,  when  they  were  freed  from  the 
obscurity  thev  had  been  in,  they  saw  them- 
selves  in  the  midst  of  their  enemies;  and  as 
I  the   Syrians  were  strangely  amazed  and  dis- 
tressed, as  was  but  reasonable,  at  an  action  so 
i  divine  and   surprising;    and  a»  king  Joram 
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asked  the  propbet  if  he  would  give  him  leave 
to  bhoot  at  them,  Elisha  forbade  him  so  to 
doj  aiid  said,  that  "it  is  just  to  kill  those 
that  are  taken  in  battle;  but  that  these  men 
had  done  the  country  no  barm,  but,  without 
knoning  it,  were  come  thilber  by  the  Divine 

Power." So  that  his  counsel   was  to  treat 

them  in  an  hospitable  manner  at  bis  table,  and 
tlien  send  them  away  without  hurting  them.* 
Wherefore  Joram  obeyed  the  propbet;  and 
when  he  bad  feasted  the  Syrians  in  a  splendid 
and  magniticent  manner,  he  let  them  go  to 
Benbadad,  their  king. 

4.  Now  when  these  men  were  come  back, 
and  had  showed  Benbadad  bow  strange  an 
accident  had  befallen  them,  and  what  an  ap- 
pearance and  power  they  bad  experienced  of 
the  God  of  Israel,  he  wondered  at  it,  as  also 
at  that  propbet  with  whom  God  was  so  evi- 
dently present:  so  he  determined  to  make  no 
more  secret  attempts  upon  the  king  of  Israel, 
out  of  fear  of  Elisha,  but  resolved  to  make 
open  war  with  them,  as  supposing  he  could 
be  too  bard  for  his  enemies  by  the  multitude 
of  bis  army  and  power.  So  be  made  an  ex- 
pedition with  a  great  army  against  Joram, 
who,  not  thinking  himself  a  match  for  him, 
shut  himself  up  in  Samaria,  and  depended  on 
the  strength  of  its  w  alls ;  but  Benbadad  sup- 
posed he  should  take  the  city,  if  not  by  his 
engines  of  war,  yet  that  he  should  overcome 
the  Samaritans  by  famine,  and  the  want  of 
necessaries,  and  brought  his  army  upon  them, 
and  besieged  the  city ;  and  the  plenty  of  ne- 
cessaries H  as  brought  so  low  with  Joram,  that 
from  the  extremity  of  want,  an  ass's  head  was 
sold  in  Samaria  for  fourscore  pieces  of  silver; 
and  the  Hebrews  bought  a  sextary  of  dove's 
dung,  instead  of  salt,  for  five  pieces  of  silver. 
Now  Joram  was  in  fear  lest  somebody  should 
betray  the  city  to  the  enemy,  by  reason  of  the 
famine,  and  went  every  day  round  the  walls 
and  the  guards,  to  see  whether  any  such  were 
concealed  among  them;  and  by  being  thus 
geen,  and  taking  such  care,  he  deprived  tbem 
of  the  opportunity  of  contriving  any  such 
thing;  and  if  they  had  a  mind  to  do  it,  be  by 
this  means  prevented  tbem;  but  upon  a  cer- 
tain woman's  crying  out,  "Have  pity  on  me, 
my  Lord,"  while  be  thought  that  she  was 
about  to  ask  for  somewhat  to  eat,  he  impre- 
cated God's  curse  upon  her,  and  said,  he  had 
neither  thrashing-floor  nor  wine-press,  whence 
he  might  give  her  any  thing  at  her  petition. 
Upon  which  she  said,  she  did  not  desire  his 
aid  in  any  such  thing,  nor  trouble  him  about 
food,  but  desired  that  he  would  do  her  justice 
as  to  another  woman ;  and  when  he  bade  her 

•  Upon  occarion  of  this  stratagem  of  Elisha,  io  Jo- 
septus,  wr  take  notice,  that  although  Joitephtis  was  one 
otthe  prealest  lovers  of  truth  in  the  world,  yet,  in  a  just 
war,  he  seems  to  have  had  no  manner  of  scruple  upon 
him.  hy  all  such  snatatjems  possihip,  tii  deceive  pulilic 
enemies.  See  this  J..set>h'is's  aictunt  of  Jerenii:ih's 
'mpusitioD  on  ihe  creat  mf  e  of  the  Jew*  in  si.mewh  it  ;i 
like  case,  Antiq.  b.  x.  ch.  vii.  sect,  ti;  -1  Saiu.  xvi.  Iti.  &c. 


say  on,  and  let  him  know  what  she  dtsir!?d. 
she  said,  she  bad  made  an  agreement  wit?)  the 
other  wuiiien,  who  was  herneighbour  and  her 
friend,  that  because  the  (amine  and  the  w.int 
was  intolerable,  they  should  kill  their  children, 
each  of  them  having  a  son  of  their  own,  "  and 
we  will  live  upon  them  ourselves  for  two  days, 
— the  one  day  upon  one  son,  and  the  other 
day  upon  the  other;  and,"  said  she,  "  I  have 
killed  my  son  the  first  day,  and  we  lived  upon 
my  son  yesterday;  but  this  other  woman  rtill 
not  do  the  same  thing,  but  hath  broken  her 
agreement,  and  hath  hid  her  son."  This  story 
mightily  grieved  Joram  when  he  heard  it;  so 
be  rent  his  garment,  and  cried  out  with  a  loud 
voice,  and  conceived  great  wrath  agaiiist  Eli- 
sha the  prophet,  and  set  himself  eagerly  to 
have  him  slain,  because  he  did  not  pray  to 
God  to  provide  them  some  exit  and  way  ol 
escape  out  of  the  miseries  with  which  they 
were  surrounded;  and  sent  one  away  imme- 
diately to  cut  off  his  head,  who  made  baste 
to  kill  the  prophet;  but  Elisha  was  not  unac- 
quainted with  the  wrath  of  the  king  agaitist 
him;  for  as  he  sat  in  his  house  by  himself, 
with  none  but  bis  disciples  about  him,  he  told 
them  that  Joram, f  who  was  the  son  of  a  mur- 
derer, had  sent  one  to  take  away  his  head; 
"  but,"  said  he,  "  when  he  that  is  commanded 
to  do  this  comes,  take  care  that  you  do  not 
let  him  come  in,  but  press  the  door  ag-ainst 
him,  and  hold  him  fnst  there,  for  the  king 
himself  will  follow  him,  and  come  to  me, 
having  altered  his  mind."  Accordingly,  they 
did  as  they  were  bidilen,  when  he  that  was 
sent  by  the  king  to  kill  Elisha  came;  hut  Jo- 
ram repented  of  his  wrath  against  the  pro- 
phet; and  for  fear  he  that  was  commanded  to 
kill  him  should  have  done  it  before  be  came, 
he  made  haste  to  hinder  his  slaughter,  and  to 
save  the  prophet:  and  when  he  came  to  bin), 
be  accused  him  that  he  did  not  pray  to  God 
for  their  deliverance  from  the  miseries  (hey 
now  lay  under,  but  saw  them  so  sadly  destroy- 
ed by  them.  Hereupon  Elisha  promised, 
that  the  very  next  day,  at  the  very  same  hour 
in  which  the  king  came  to  him,  they  should 
have  great  plenty  of  food,  and  that  two  scabs 
of  barley  should  be  sold  in  the  market  for  a 
shekel,  and  a  scab  of  fine  flour  should  be  sold 
for  a  shekel.  This  prediction  made  Joram, 
and  those  that  were  present,  very  joyful,  for 
they  did  not  scruple  believing  what  the  pro- 
phet said,  on  account  of  the  experience  they 
bad  of  the  truth  of  his  former  predictions; 
and  the  expectation  of  plenty  made  the  want 
they  were  in  that  day,  with  the  uneasiness 


+  Tins  son  of  a  murderer  was  Joram,  the  son  of  Ahab; 
whom  Ahab  slew,  or  permitted  his  wife  Jezebel  to  slay, 
the  Lord's  prophets,  and  Naboth  { I  Kings  xviii.  4;  xxL 
19),  and  he  is  here  railed  hy  this  name.  I  suppo'e-  be- 
rause  he  had  new  also  himself  sent  an  officer  to  murder 
him;  \el  IS  Josephus's  account  of  Joram's  cimin^r  him- 
self at  last,  as  repeolii'^  of  his  intended  cruelty,  much 
more  pnihal'le  than  that  to  cur  copiea  3  Kiogs  Ti  99^ 
w  bicta  lather  inpltes  Ibe  coDtrarj. 
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that  accompanied  it.  appear  a  Hgbt  thing  to 
them;  but  the  captain  of  the  third  band,  who 
was  a  friend  of  the  kinp,  and  on  whose  hand 
the  king  leaned,  s-aid,  "Thou  talkest  of  in- 
credible things,  O  prophet  1  for  as  it  is  im- 
possible for  God  to  pour  down  torrents  of 
barley,  or  tine  flour,  out  of  heaven,  so  is  it  im- 
possible that  what  thou  sayest  should  come  to 
pass."  To  which  the  prophet  made  this  re- 
ply:— "  Thou  shalt  see  these  things  come  to 
pass,  but  thou  shalt  not  be  in  the  least  a  par- 
taker of  them." 

5.  Now  what  Elisba  had  thus  foretold 
came  to  pass  in  the  manner  following:  — 
There  was  a  law  at  Samaria,*  that  tho?e  that 
had  the  Icprot^y,  and  whose  bodies  were  not 
cleansed  from  it,  should  abide  without  the 
city.  And  there  were  four  men  that  on  this 
account  abode  before  the  gates,  while  nobody 
gave  them  any  food,  by  reason  of  the  extremity 
of  the  famine;  and  as  ihey  were  prohibited 
from  entering  into  the  city  by  the  law,  and 
they  considered  that  if  they  were  permitted 
to  enter,  they  would  miserably  perish  by  the 
famine;  as  aUo,  that  if  they  staid  where  they 
were,  they  should  suffer  in  the  same  manner, 
—they  resolved  to  deliver  themselves  up  to 
the  enemy,  that  in  case  they  should  spare 
them,  they  should  live;  but  if  they  should  be 
killed,  that  would  be  an  easy  death.  So  when 
they  had  confirmed  this  their  resolution,  they 
came  by  night  to  the  enemy's  camp.  Now 
God  had  begun  to  affright  and  disturb  the 
Syrians,  and  to  bring  the  noise  of  chariots 
and  armour  to  their  ears,  as  though  an  army 
were  coming  upon  them,  and  had  made  them 
suspect  that  it  was  coming  nearer  and  nearer 
to  them.  In  short,  they  were  in  such  a  dread 
of  this  army,  that  they  lett  their  tents,  and 
ran  together  to  Benhadad,  and  said,  that  Jo- 
ram,  the  king  of  Israel,  had  hired  for  auxilia- 
ries both  the  king  of  Egypt  and  the  king  of 
the  Islands,  and  led  them  against  them;  for 
they  heard  the  noise  of  them  as  they  were 
coming;  and  Benhadad  believed  what  thev 
Sitid  (for  there  came  the  same  noise  to  his  ears 
as  well  as  it  did  to  theirs");  so  they  fell  into  a 
mighty  disorder  and  tumult,  and  left  their 
horses  and  beasts  in  their  camp,  with  immense 
riches  also,  and  betook  themselves  to  Hight. 
And  those  lepers  who  had  departed  from  Sa- 
maria, and  were  gone  to  the  camp  of  the  Sy- 
rians, of  whom  we  made  mention  a  little  be- 
fore, when  they  were  in  the  camp,  saw  nothing 
but  great  quittnesb  and  silence;  accordingly 
they  entered  into  it,  and  went  hastily  into  one 
of  their  lents;  and  when  they  saw  nobody 
there,  they  eat  and  drank,  and  carried  gar- 
ments, and  a  great  quantity  of  gold,  and  hid 
it  out  of  the  camp;  after  which  they  went 
into  another  tent,  and  carried  off  what  was  in 
it,  as  they  did  at  the  former,  and  this  did  they 

•  This  law  of  tlie  Jews  for  the  exi-lusion  of  lepers  out 
of  the  camp  in  the  wilderness,  ami  out  or  cilic*  in  Jutlbii, 
a  a  lutoffo  one,  Lev.  xiii.  -16;  Nimtb*  v,  I — i. 


for  several  times,  without  the  least  interrup- 
tion from  any  body;  so  they  g"athered  thereby 
that  the  enemies  were  departed;  whereupon 
they  reproached  themselves  that  they  did  not 
inform  Joram  and  the  citizens  of  it.  So  they 
came  to  the  walls  of  Samaria,  and  called 
aloud  to  the  watchmen,  and  told  them  in  what 
state  the  enemies  were,  as  did  these  tell  the 
king's  guards,  by  whose  means  Joram  came 
to  know  of  it;  who  then  sent  for  his  frienda, 
and  the  captains  of  his  host,  and  said  to  them, 
that  he  sus[>ected  that  this  departure  of  the 
king  vif  Syria  was  by  way  of  ambush  and 
treachery;  *'and  that  out  of  despair  of  ruin- 
ing you  by  famine,  when  you  imagine  them 
to  be  fled  away,  you  may  come  out  of  the 
city  to  spoil  their  camp,  and  he  may  then  fall 
upon  you  on  a  sudden,  and  may  both  kill 
you,  and  take  the  city  without  fighting;  — 
whence  it  is  that  I  exhort  you  to  guard  tLe 
city  carefully,  and  by  no  means  to  go  out  of 
it,  or  proudly  to  despise  your  enemies,  as 
though  they  were  really  gone  away."  And 
when  a  certain  person  said,  that  he  did  very 
well  and  wisely  to  admit  such  a  suspicion,  but 
that  he  still  advised  him  to  send  a  couple  of 
horsemen  to  search  all  the  country  as  far  as 
Jordan,  that  **  if  they  were  seized  by  an  am- 
bush of  the  enemy,  they  might  be  a  security 
to  your  army,  that  they  may  not  go  out  as  if 
they  suspected  nothing,  nor  undergo  the  like 
misfortune;  and."  said  he,  "those  horsemen 
may  be  numbered  among  those  thvt  have  died 
by  the  famine,  supposing  tliey  b*  caught  and 
destroyed  by  the  enemy."  So  'ne  king  was 
pleased  with  this  opinion,  and  sent  such  as 
might  search  out  the  truth,  who  perforaved 
their  journey  over  a  road  that  was  without 
any  enemies;  but  found  it  full  of  provisions, 
and  of  weapons,  that  they  had  therefore 
thro\vn  away,  and  left  behind  them,  in  order 
to  their  being  light  and  expeditious  in  their 
flight.  "When  the  king  heard  this,  he  sent 
out  the  multitude  to  take  the  spoils  of  the 
camp;  which  gains  of  theirs  were  not  of 
things  of  small  value;  but  they  took  a  great 
quantity  of  gold,  and  a  great  quantity  of  sil- 
ver, and  flocks  of  all  kinds  of  cattle.  They 
also  possessed  themselves  of  [so  many]  ten 
thousand  measures  of  wheat  and  barley,  as 
they  never  in  the  least  dreamed  of;  and  were 
not  only  freed  from  their  former  raberies,  but 
had  such  plenty  that  two  seahs  of  parley 
were  bought  for  a  shekel,  and  a  seah  of  tine 
flour  for  a  shekel,  according  to  the  prophecy 
of  Elisha.  Now  a  seah  is  equal  to  an  Italian 
modius  and  a  half.  The  captain  of  the  third 
band  was  the  only  man  that  received  no  be- 
nefit by  this  plenty ;  for  as  he  was  appointed 
by  the  king  to  oversee  the  gate,  that  he  might 
prevent  the  too  great  crowd  of  the  multitude, 
and  they  might  not  endanger  one  amither  to 
perish,  by  treading  on  one  another  in  the  press, 
he  suffered  himBelf  in  that  very  way,  and  died 
in  that  vt^ry  manner,  as  KU^ha  had  foretold 
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this  his  death,  when  he  alone  of  them  all  dis- 
believed what  he  said  concerning  thut  plenty 
of  provisions  which  they  should  soon  hiive. 

6.  Hereupon,  when  Henbadnd,  the  king  of 
Syria,  had  escaped  to  Damascus,  and  under- 
stood that  it  was  God  himself  that  cast  all  his 
army  into  this  fear  and  disorder,  and  that  it 
did  not  arise  from  the  invasion  of  enemies,  he 
was  miglitily  cast  down  at  his  having  God  so 
greatly  for  his  enemy,  and  fell  into  a  distem- 
per. Now  it  happened  that  Elisha  the  pro- 
phet, at  that  time,  was  gone  out  of  his  own 
country  to  Damascus,  of  which  Denhadud 
was  informed ;  be  sent  Hazael,  the  most 
faithful  of  all  his  servants,  to  meet  him,  and 
to  carry  him  presents;  and  bade  him  inquire 
of  him  about  his  distemper,  and  whether  he 
should  escape  the  danger  that  it  threatened. 
So  Hazael  came  to  Elisba  with  forty  camels, 
that  carried  the  best  and  most  precious  fruits 
that  the  country  of  Damascus  afforded,  as 
well  as  those  which  the  king's  palace  sup- 
plied. He  saluted  him  kindly,  and  said, 
that  he  was  sent  to  him  by  king  Bcnhadad, 
and  brought  presents  with  him,  in  order  to 
inquire  concerning  his  distemper,  whether  he 
should  recover  from  it  or  not.  ^Vhe^eupon 
the  prophet  bade  him  tell  the  king  no  melan- 
choly news;  liut  still  he  said  he  would  die. 
So  the  king's  servant  was  troubled  to  hear  it; 
and  Elisha  wept  also,  and  his  tears  ran  down 
plenteously  at  his  foresight  of  what  miseries 
bis  people  would  undergo  after  the  death  of 
Benhadad;  and  when  Hazael  asked  him  what 
was  the  occasion  of  this  confusion  he  was 
in,  he  said,  that  he  wept  out  of  commisera- 
tion for  the  multitude  of  the  Israelites,  and 
what  terrible  miseries  they  will  suffer  by 
thee;  **  for  thou  wilt  slay  the  strongest  of 
them,  and  wilt  burn  their  strongest  cities,  and 
wilt  destroy  their  children,  and  dash  them 
against  the  stones,  and  wilt  rip  up  their  wo- 
men with  child."  And  when  Hazael  said, 
'*  How  can  it  be  that  I  should  have  power 
enough  to  do  such  things?"  the  prophet  re- 
plied, that  God  bad  informed  him  that  be 
should  be  king  of  Syria.  So  when  Hazael 
was  come  to  Benhadad,  he  told  him  good 
news  concerning  his  distemper;*  but  on  the 
next  day  he  spread  a  wet  cloth,  in  the  nature 
of  a  net,  over  him,  and  strangled  him.  and 
took  his  dominion.  He  was  an  active  man, 
and  had  the  good-will  of  the  Syrians,  and  of 
the  people  of  Damascus,  to  a  great  degree; 
by  whom  both  Benhadad  himself,  and  Ha- 
zael,  who  ruled  after  bira,  are  honoured  to 

•  Since  riijah  did  not  live  to  anoint  flaz^iel  kic::  of 
Syria  liimself.  as  he  was  empowered  to  do  ( I  Kings  xix. 
15),  it  was  most  probably  noi,v  done,  in  his  name,  by 
bis  servant  and  siirces^or  Elishi;  nor  does  it  seem  to 
me  othtTwise.  but  that  Ber.Sadad  iinme<li;ilply  r^rovt-ivd 
of  hisdisease.  as  the  prophet  foretold;  and  that  Hnzae), 
upon  Ills  beins  Hnointrd  to  succeed  him,  thoiiirh  he 
oui:hl  tn  have  statd  till  hp  died  hy  the  coursn-  of  nature, 
or  snme  oilier  way  ol  divine  punishrai-nt.  as  did  l>avid 
for  many  yrars  in  the  lite  case,  was  to-i  impalient,  and 
the  Very  next  day  smothered  or  straugied  biiil,  in  order 
lo  come  directly  to  the  succes«ion. 


this  day  as  gods,  hy  reason  of  their  benefac- 
tions, and  their  building  them  temples  by 
which  they  adorned  the  city  of  the  Damaa- 
cens.  They  also  every  day  do  with  greet 
pomp,  pay  their  worship  to  these  kings, f  and 
value  themselves  upon  their  antiquity;  nor 
do  they  know  that  these  kings  are  much  later 
than  they  imagine,  and  that  they  are  not  yet 
eleven  hundred  years  old.  Now  when  Jo- 
ram,  the  king  of  Israe[,  heard  that  Benhadad 
was  dead,  he  recovered  out  of  the  terror  and 
dread  he  had  been  in  on  his  account,  and  was 
very  glad  to  live  in  peace. 


( 


CHAPTER  V. 


CONCERNING  THE  WICKEDNESS  OF  JEHOBAll, 
KING  OF  JERUSALEM;  HIS  DEFEAT^  AND 
DEATH. 

§  1.  Now  Jehoram,  the  king  of  Jerusalem, 
for  we  have  said  before  that  he  bad  the  same 
name  with  the  king  of  Israel,  as  soon  as  be 
had  taken  the  government  upon  him.  betook 
himself  to  the  slaughter  of  his  brethren  and 
his  father's  friends,  who  were  governors  under 
him,  and  thence  made  a  beginning,  and  a 
demonstration  of  his  wickedness;  nor  was  he 
at  all  better  than  those  kings  of  Israel  who  at 
first  transgressed  against  the  laws  of  their 
country,  and  of  the  Hebrews,  and  against 
God's  worship:  and  it  was  Athalia.  the 
daughter  of  Ahab,  whom  he  had  married, 
who  taught  him  to  be  a  bad  man  in  other 
respects,  and  also  to  worship  foreign  gods. 
Now  God  would  not  quite  root  out  this  fa- 
mily, because  of  the  promise  he  had  made  to 
David.  However,  Jehoram  did  not  leave  off 
the  introduction  of  new  sorts  of  customs  to 
the  propagation  of  impiety,  and  to  the  ruin 
of  the  customs  of  his  own  country.  And 
when  the  Edomites  about  that  time  had  re- 
volted from  him,  and  slain  their  former  king, 
who  was  in  subjection  to  his  father,  and  had 
set  up  one  of  their  own  choosing,  Jehoram 
fell  upon  the  land  of  Edom,  with  the  horse- 
men that  were  about  him,  and  the  chariots, 
by  night,  and  destroyed  tho«€  that  lay  near 
to  his  own  kingdom;  but  did  not  proceed 
farther.     However,  this  expedition  did  him 

+  What  M.  Le  Clerc  pretends  here,  that  it  is  more 

prfbable  that  Hazifl  and  his  son  werr  wor«bi|ipti3  bj 
the  Syrians  and  people  of  Oama5cu8  till  thedavnofJo- 
sephus.  than  Benhadad  arid  H;iz«el.  because  under  Ben- 
hadad Iliey  had  greatly  suffered,  and  because  it  is  almost 
incredib'e,  that  both  a  kins;  and  that  kinc"*  murderer 
shoulJ  be  worshipped  by  the  same  Syrians,  is  of  liule 
force  against  tbow  records,  out  of  which  Josephus  drew 
this  history,  especially  when  it  is  likely  that  they  thought 
llprihfidad  died  of  the  distemper  be  laboured  under,  and 
not  by  Hazael's  treachpry.  Besides,  the  reason  that 
Jusephus  gives  for  this  adoration,  that  these  two  king* 
had  been  i;reat  benpfactors  to  the  inhiibiiants  nf  Hamas- 
cii«;.  and  had  built  tlipm  tmiples.  is  too  remote  from  the 
potilieal  BUKpicions  of  1^  Clrrc;  nor  ooeht  such  weak 
suspicions  to  be  deemed  of  any  force  against  aatbentio 
testimonies  of  antiquity. 
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no  serWce,  for  they  all  revolted  from  him, 
wnth  those  that  dwelt  in  the  country  of  hih- 
nah.  He  was  indeed  so  mad  as  to  compel 
the  people  to  go  up  to  the  high  places  of  the 
mountains,  and  worship  foreign  gods. 

*2.  As  he  was  doing  this,  and  had  entirely 
cast  his  own  country  laws  out  of  his  mind, 
there  was  brought  him  an  epistle  from  Eli- 
jah the  prophet,'  which  declared,  that  God 
would  execute  great  judgments  upon  him, 
because  he  had  not  imitated  his  own  fathers, 
but  had  followed  the  wicked  courses  of  the 
kings  of  Israel;  and  had  compelled  the  tribe 
of  Judah  and  the  citizens  of  Jerusalem  to 
leave  the  holy  worship  of  their  own  God,  and 
to  worship  idols,  as  Ahab  had  compelled  the 
Israelites  to  do,  and  because  he  had  slain  his 
brethren,  and  the  men  that  were  good  and 
.'ighteous.  And  the  prophet  gave  him  notice 
in  this  epistle  what  punishment  he  should 
undergo  for  these  crimes,  namely,  the  destruc- 
tion of  his  people,  with  the  corruption  of  the 
king's  own  wives  and  children;  and  that  he 
fhould  himself  die  of  a  distemper  in  his  bow- 
els, with  long  torments,  those  his  bowels  fall- 
ing out  by  the  violence  of  the  inward  rotten- 
ness of  the  parts,  insomuch  that,  though  he 
see  his  own  misery,  he  shall  not  be  able  at 
all  to  help  himself,  but  shall  die  in  that  man- 
ner. This  it  was  which  Ehjah  denounced  to 
him  in  that  epistle. 

3.  It  was  not  long  after  this  that  an  army 
of  those  Arabians  that  lived  near  to  Ethiopia, 
and  of  the  Philistines,  fell  upon  the  kingdom 
of  Jehoram,  and  spoiled  the  country  and  the 
king's  house;  moreover,  they  slew  his  sons 
and  his  wives;  one  only  of  his  sons  was  left 
him,  who  escaped  the  enemy;  his  name  was 
Ahaziah;  after  which  calamity,  he  himself 
Cell  into  that  disease  which  was  foretold  by 
the  prophet,  and  lasted  a  great  while  (for  God 
inrticted  this  punishment  upon  him  in  his 
belly,  out  of  his  wrath  against  him),  and  so  he 
died  miserably,  and  saw  his  own  bowels  fall 
out.  The  people  also  abused  his  dead  body; 
I  suppose  it  was  because  they  thought  that 
such  his  death  came  upon  him  by  the  wrath 
of  God,  and  that  therefore  he  was  not  worthy 
to  partake  of  such  a  funeral  as  became  kings. 
Accordingly,  they  neither  buried  him  in  the 
sejiulchres  of  his  fathers,  nor  vouchsafed  him 
any  honours,  but  buried  him  like  a  private  man, 
ami  thi*^  when  he  had  lived  forty  years,  and 
reigned  eight;  and  the  people  of  Jerusalem 
delivered  the  government  to  his  son  Ahaziah. 

*  This  epistle,  ia  some  copies  of  Josephus,  is  said  to 
come  lu  Joram  from  Elijah,  with  this  addition,  "for  he 
was  yet  upon  earth ;"  which  could  not  be  true  of  Elijah, 
who,  a^  all  a^ree,  was  pone  from  the  earth  above  fmir 
years  before,  and  could  only  be  true  of  Elisha;  nor  per- 
hips  is  tJiere  any  more  mystery  here,  lh:in  that  the  n.ime 
of  Elijalrhas  very  anciently  crept  Into  the  lert  instead  of 
E'isha.  by  the  copiers,  there  bf-in?  nothinj;  tu  any  copy 
ui  tba!  epistle  peculiar  to  £l  jah, 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

HOW  JEHO  WAS  ANOINTED  KING,  AND  SLEW 
BOTH  JURAM  AND  AHAZIAH;  AS  ALSO 
WHAT  HE  DID  FOR  THE  PUNISHMENT  OF 
THE  WICKED. 

§  1.  Now  Joram,  the  king  of  Israel,  after  the 
death  of  Benhadad,  hoped  that  he  might  now 
take  Ramoth,  a  city  of  Gilead,  from  the  Sy- 
rians. Accordingly,  he  made  an  expedition 
against  it,  with  a  great  army:  but  as  he  was  be- 
sieging it,  an  arrow  was  shot  at  him  by  one  of 
the  Syrians,  but  the  wound  was  not  mortal;  so 
he  returned  to  have  his  wound  healed  in  Jez- 
reel,  but  left  his  whole  army  in  Ramoth, — 
and  Jehu,  the  son  of  Nimshi,  for  their  general; 
for  he  had  already  taken  the  city  by  force; 
and  he  proposed,  after  he  was  healed,  to  make 
war  with  the  Syrians;  but  Elisha  the  prophet 
sent  one  of  his  disciples  to  Ramoth,  and  ^:ave 
him  holy  oil  to  anoint  Jehu,  and  to  tell  Lim 
that  God  had  chosen  him  to  be  tli£ir  kii.g^. 
He  also  sent  him  to  say  other  things  to  him. 
and  bade  him  to  take  his  journey  as  if  he  tied, 
that  when  he  came  away  he  might  escape  t)i€ 
knowledge  of  all  men.  So  when  he  was 
come  to  the  city,  he  found  Jehu  sitting  in  the 
midst  of  the  captains  of  the  army,  as  Elisha 
had  foretold  he  should  find  him.  So  he  came 
up  to  him,  and  said  that  he  desired  to  speak 
with  him  about  certain  matters;  and  when 
he  was  arisen,  and  had  followed  him  into  an 
inward  chamber,  the  young  man  took  the  oil, 
and  poured  it  on  his  head,  and  said  that  God 
ordained  him  to  be  king,  in  order  to  his  de- 
stroying the  house  of  Ahab,  and  that  he  might 
revenge  the  blood  of  the  prophets  that  were 
unjustly  slain  by  Jezebel,  that  so  their  house 
might  utterly  perish,  as  those  of  Jeroboam 
the  son  of  Nebut  and  of  Baasha  had  perished 
for  their  wickedness,  and  no  seed  might  re- 
main of  Ahab's  family.  So  when  he  had 
said  this,  he  went  away  hastily  out  of  the 
chamber,  and  endeavoured  not  to  be  seen  by 
any  of  the  army. 

*2.  But  Jehu  came  out,  and  went  to  the 
place  where  he  before  sat  with  the  captains; 
and  when  they  asked  him,  and  desired  him 
to  tell  them  wherefore  it  was  that  this  young 
man  came  to  hira,  and  added  withal  that 
he  was  mad,  he  replied, — "You  guess  right; 
for  the  words  he  spake  were  the  words  of 
a  madman;" — and  when  they  were  eager 
about  the  matter,  and  desired  he  would  tell 
them,  he  answered,  that  God  had  said  he  had 
chosen  him  to  be  king  over  the  multitude. 
When  he  had  said  this,  every  one  of  them  put 
otr  his  garment,!  and  strewed  it  under  him, 
and  blew  witli  trumpets,  and  gave  notice  that 

+  Spantieim  here  notes,  thai  this  putting  olT  men's 
^rments,  and  slri-wini;  them  under  a  kin^,  was  aa 
eastern  rll.^tom,  whicli  he  had  elsewhere  explained. 
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Jebu  was  kin;^.  So  when  he  had  gotten  the 
army  together,  he  was  preparing  to  sot  uut 
immediately  against  Jorum,  at  the  city  of 
Jeicreel,  in  which  city,  as  we  said  before,  he 
was  healing  of  the  wound  which  he  had  re- 
ceived in  the  siege  of  Ramoth.  It  happened 
aleo  that  Abaziah,  king  of  Jerusalem,  was  now 
come  to  Jorara,  for  he  was  his  sister's  son,  as 
we  have  said  already,  to  see  how  he  did  after 
his  wound,  and  this  upon  account  of  their  kin- 
dred: but  as  Jehu  was  desirous  to  fall  upon 
Jorain  and  those  with  him  on  the  sudden,  he 
desired  that  none  of  the  soldiers  might  run 
away, and  tell  to  Joram  what  had  happened;  for 
that  this  would  be  an  evident  demonstration 
of  their  kindness  to  him,  and  would  show  that 
their  real  inclinations  were  to  make  him  king. 
3.  So  they  were  pleased  with  what  he 
did,  and  guarded  the  roads,  lest  somebody 
should  privately  tell  the  thing  to  those  that 
were  at  Jezreel.  Now  Jehu  took  his  choice 
horsemen,  and  sat  upon  his  chariot,  and 
went  on  for  Jezreel;  and  when  he  was  come 
near,  the  watchman  whom  Joram  had  set 
there  to  spy  out  such  as  came  to  the  city, 
saw  Jehu  marching  on,  and  told  Joram  that 
he  saw  a  troop  of  horsemen  marching  on. 
Upon  which  he  immediately  gave  orders,  that 
one  of  bis  horsemen  should  be  sent  out  to 
meet  them,  and  to  know  who  it  was  that  was 
coming.  So  when  the  horseman  came  up  to 
Jehu,  be  asked  him  in  what  condition  the  army 
was,  for  that  the  king  wanted  to  know  it;  but 
Jehu  bade  him  not  at  all  to  meddle  with  such 
matters,  but  to  follow  him.  When  the  watch- 
man saw  this,  he  told  Joram  that  .the  horse- 
man bad  mingled  himself  among  the  com- 
pany, and  came  along  with  them.  And  when 
the  king  bad  sent  a  second  messenger,  Jebu 
commanded  him  to  do  as  the  former  did;  and 
as  soon  as  the  watchman  told  this  also  to  Jo- 
ram, be  at  last  got  upon  bis  chariot  himself, 
together  with  Ahaziah,  the  king  of  Jerusa- 
lem ;  tor,  as  we  said  before,  be  was  there  to 
see  how  Joram  did,  after  he  bad  been  wound- 
ed, as  being  his  relation.  So  he  went  out  to 
meet  Jehu,  who  marched  slowly,*  and  in  good 
order;  and  when  Joram  met  bim  in  the  lield 
of  Naboth,  he  asked  him  if  all  things  were 
well  in  the  camp;  but  Jehu  reproached  bim 
bitterly,  and  ventured  to  call  his  mother  a 
^^-itch  and  a  harlot.  Upon  this  the  king  fear- 
ing what  he  intended,  and  suspecting  he  bad 
no  good  meaning,  turned  bis  chariot  about  as 
soon  as  he  could,  and  said  to  Ahaziah,  "  We 
are  fought  against  by  deceit  and  treachery." 

•  Our  copies  fay  that  this  "driTine  of  the  chariots 
\ras  like  the  driv;ag  of  Jebu,  the  soo  ol  Ninisbi;  for 
be  driveth  funouslj,"  2  Kiops  ix,  'iU;  whereus  Jose- 
phus's  copy,  as  lie  understood  it,  was  this,  th.it,  ou  the 
coDtrary,  Jehu  tnarcbed  slowly  and  id  good  order.  >or 
cau  it  be  deuied,  that  since  there  was  an  interval  enough 
for  king  Joram  to  send  out  two  horsemen,  ooe  alter 
another,  to  Jehu,  and  at  length  to  ^o  out  with  tint: 
Ahaz:ab  to  meet  hioi,  and  all  this  after  be  was  ruine 
within  sight  of  the  watchmaD,  and  before  be  was  come 
to  Jezret:!,  the  probability  is  greaUy  oik  the  uda  at  Jose- 
pliue'tcopy  or  ialerpretatioD.  ,,  ^  ^.j.     . 


But  Jehu  drew  his  bow,  and  smote  bim,  th« 
arrow  going  through  his  heart:  so  Juraiu  icil 
down  immediately  on  his  knee,  and  gave  up 
the  ghost.  Jehu  also  gave  orders  to  Bidkar, 
the  captain  of  the  third  part  of  his  army,  to 
cast  the  dead  body  of  Joram  into  the  field  of 
Naboth,  puttijig  him  in  mind  of  the  prophecy 
which  Elijah  prophesied  to  Ahab  his  father, 
when  he  had  slain  Naboth,  that  both  he  and 
bis  family  should  perish  in  tltat  place;  for 
that  as  they  sat  behind  Abab's  chariot,  they 
heard  the  prophet  say  so,  and  that  it  was  now 
come  to  pass  according  to  his  prophecy.  Upon 
the  hiU  of  Joram,  Ahaziah  was  afraid  of  his 
own  lite,  and  turned  his  chariot  into  another 
road,  supposing  he  should  not  be  seen  by 
Jehu;  but  be  followed  after  him,  and  over- 
took bim  at  a  certain  acclivity,  and  drew  bis 
bow,  and  womided  him;  so  he  left  his  chariot, 
and  got  upon  bis  horse,  and  fled  from  Jehu 
to  Megiddo;  and  though  he  was  under  care, 
in  a  little  time  he  died  of  that  wound,  and 
was  carried  to  Jerusalem,  and  buried  there, 
after  be  bad  reigned  one  year,  and  had  proved 
a  wicked  man,  aiitl  worse  than  bis  father. 

4.  Now  when  Jehu  was  come  to  Jezreel, 
Jezebel  adorned  herself  and  stood  upon  a 
tower,  and  said,  he  was  a  fine  servant  thai 
bad  killed  his  masterl  And  when  be  looked 
up  to  her,  he  asked  who  she  was,  and  com- 
manded her  to  come  down  to  him.  At  last 
he  ordered  the  eunuchs  to  throw  her  down 
from  the  tower;  and  being  thrown  down, 
she  besprinkled  the  wall  with  her  blood,  and 
was  trodden  upon  by  the  horses,  and  so  died. 
When  this  was  done,  Jehu  came  to  the  pa- 
lace with  bis  friends,  and  took  some  refresh- 
ment after  his  journey,  both  with  other  things, 
and  by  eating  a  meal.  Ue  also  bade  his  ser- 
vants to  take  up  Jezebel  and  bury  her,  be- 
cause of  the  nobility  of  her  blood,  for  she  was 
descended  from  kings;  but  those  that  were 
appointed  to  bury  her  found  nothing  else  re- 
maiiung  but  the  extreme  parts  of  her  body, 
for  all  the  rest  were  eaten  by  dogs.  When 
Jehu  heard  this,  he  admired  the  prophecy  of 
Elijah,  for  he  foretold  that  she  should  pensh 
in  this  manner  at  Jezreel. 

o.  Now  Ahab  had  seventy  sons  brought  up 
in  Samaria.  So  Jehu  sent  two  epistles,  the 
one  to  them  that  brought  up  the  children,  the 
other  to  the  riders  of  Samaria,  which  said,  that 
they  should  set  up  the  most  vaUant  of  Abab's 
sons  for  king,  for  that  they  had  abtmdance  of 
chariots,  and  horses,  and  armour,  and  a  great 
army,  and  fenced  cities,  and  that  by  so  doing 
fhey  might  avenge  the  murder  of  Ahab.  This 
he  wrote  to  try  the  intentions  of  those  of  Sa- 
maria. Now  when  the  rulers,  and  those  that 
had  brought  up  the  children,  had  read  the 
letter,  they  were  afraid;  and  considering  that 
they  were  not  at  all  able  to  oppose  him,  who 
!iad  already  subdued  two  very  great  kings, 
they  returned  him  this  answer:  —  That  they 
owned  bim  for  tht^ir  lord,  and  would  do  what- 
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iitever  he  bade  thera.  So  he  wrote  back  to 
them  such  a  reply  as  enjoined  them  tu  obey 
■what  he  pave  order  for,  and  to  cut  off  the 
^ead^  or'  Ahab's  sons,  and  send  thera  to  him. 
'Afcordingly  the  rulers  sent  for  those  that 
brought  up  the  sons  of  Ahab,  and  cotnmand- 
«d  them  to  slay  them,  to  cut  o(F  their  heads, 
and  send  them  to  Jehu.  So  they  did  what- 
soever they  were  commanded,  without  omit- 
ti<ig  any  thing  at  all,  and  put  them  up  in 
wicker  baskets,  and  sent  them  to  Jezreel. 
And  when  Jehu,  as  he  was  at  supper  with  his 
friends,  was  informed  that  the  heads  of  Abab's 
sons  were  brought,  he  ordered  them  to  make 
two  heaps  of  them,  one  before  each  of  the 
gates;  and  in  the  morninp  he  went  out  to  take 
a  view  of  them,  and  when  he  saw  them,  he 
began  to  sav  to  the  people  that  were  present, 
that  he  did  himself  make  an  expedition  against 
his  master  [Joram],  and  slew  him;  but  that 
it  was  not  he  that  slew  all  these:  and  be  de- 
sired them  to  take  notice,  that  as  to  Ahab's 
family,  all  things  had  come  to  pass  according 
to  God's  prophecy,  and  his  house  was  perished, 
according  as  Elijah  had  foretold.  Ajid  when 
he  had  farther  destroyed  all  the  kindred  of 
Ahab  that  were  found  in  Jezreel.  he  went  to 
Samaria;  and  as  he  was  upon  tlie  road,  he 
met  the  relations  of  Ahaziah,  king  of  Jeru- 
salem, and  asked  them  whither  they  were 
going?  they  replied,  that  they  came  to  salute 
Joram,  and  their  own  king  Ahaziah,  for  they 
Vnew  not  that  he  bad  slain  them  both.  So 
Jehu  gave  orders  that  they  should  catch  these 
and  kill  them,  being  in  number  forty-two 
(lersons. 

(^.  After  these,  there  met  him  a  good  and 
a  righteous  man,  whose  name  was  Jehonadab, 
aitd  who  had  been  bis  friend  of  old.  He  sa- 
luted Jehu,  and  began  to  commend  him,  be- 
cause he  bad  done  every  thing  according  to 
the  uill  of  God,  in  extirpating  the  house  of 
Ahab.  So  Jehu  desired  him  to  come  up  into 
his  chariot,  and  make  his  tntrv  with  him  into 
Samaria,  and  told  him  that  he  would  not 
spare  one  uncked  man,  hut  would  punish  the 
f;ili3e  prophets  and  false  priests,  and  those  that 
deceived  the  multitude,  and  persuaded  them 
to  leave  the  worship  of  God  Almighty,  and 
to  worship  foreign  gods;  and  that  it  was  a 
most  excellent  and  a  most  pleasing  sight  to  a 
good  and  a  righteous  man  to  see  the  wicked 
punished.  So  Jchon;^dab  was  persuaded  bv 
these  arguments,  kiid  came  up  into  Jehu's 
chariot,  and  came  to  Samaria.  And  Jehu 
sought  out  for  all  Ahab's  kindred,  and  slew 
them.  And  being  desirous  that  none  of  the 
fafee  prophets,  nor  the  priests  of  Ahab's  god, 
might  escape  punisfcment.  he  caught  them  de- 
ceitfully by  this  wile:  for  he  gathered  all  the 
people  together,  and  said,  that  he  wo'dd  wor- 
ship twice  as  many  gods  as  Aha!»  worshipped, 
Bui\  desired  that  his  prie=t<,  and  prophets,  and 
eervants,  mi;;ht  be  present,  because  be  would 
offer  costly  and  great  sacrifices  to  Ahab's  god; 


and  that  if  any  of  his  priests  were  wanting, 
they  should  be  punished  with  death.  Now 
Ahab's  god  was  called  Baal;  and  when  he 
bad  appointed  a  day  on  which  he  would  offer 
these  sacrifices,  he  sent  messengers  through 
all  the  country  of  the  Israelites,  thai  they 
might  bring  the  priests  of  Baal  to  him.  So 
Jehu  commanded  to  give  all  the  priests  vest- 
ments; and  when  they  had  received  them,  he 
went  into  the  house  [of  Baal],  with  bis  friend 
Jebonadab,  and  gave  orders  to  make  search 
whether  there  were  not  any  foreigner  or  stran- 
ger among  them,  for  he  would  have  no  one  of 
a  different  religion  to  mix  aroong  their  sacred 
otBces.  And  when  they  said  that  there  was 
no  stranger  there,  and  they  were  beginning 
their  sacrifices,  he  set  four-score  men  without, 
they  being  such  of  his  soldiers  as  he  knew 
to  be  most  faithful  to  him,  and  bade  them 
slay  the  prophets,  and  now  vindicate  the 
laws  of  their  country,  which  had  been  a  long 
time  in  disesteem.  He  also  threatened,  that 
if  any  one  of  them  escaped,  their  own  lives 
should  go  for  them.  So  they  slew  them- all 
with  the  sword ;  and  burnt  the  bouse  of  Baal, 
and  by  that  means  purged  Samaria  of  foreign 
customs  [idolatrous  worship].  Now  this  Baal 
was  the  god  of  the  Tyriatis  ;  and  Ahab,  in 
order  to  gratify  his  father-in-law,  Ethbaal, 
who  was  the  king  of  Tyre  and  Sidon,  built  a 
temple  for  him  in  Samaria,  and  appointed 
him  prophets,  and  worshipped  him  with  all 
sorts  of  worship,  although,  when  this  god  was 
demolished,  Jehu  permitted  the  Israelites  to 
worship  the  golden  heifers.  However,  be- 
cause he  had  done  thus,  and  taken  care  to 
punish  the  wicked,  God  foretold  by  his  pro- 
phet, that  his  sons  should  reign  over  Israel 
for  four  generations ;  and  in  this  condition 
was  Jehu  at  this  time. 


CHAPTKR  VII. 

now  ATHALIAH  REIGNED  OTEIl  JERUSALEM 
FOR  FIVE  [six]  YEABS,  WHEN  JEHOIADA 
THE  HIGH-PRIEST  SLEW  HER,  AND  MADE 
JEHOASH,   THE   SON  OF  AHAZIAH,   KING. 

§  1.  Now  when  Athaliah,  the  daughter  of 
Ahab,  heard  of  the  death  of  her  brother  Jo- 
ram, and  of  her  son  Ahaziah,  and  of  the  royal 
family,  she  endeavoured  that  none  of  the  house 
of  David  might  be  left  alive,  but  that  the 
whole  family  might  be  exterminated,  that  no 
king  might  arise  out  of  it  afterward;  and,  as 
she  thought,  she  had  actually  done  it;  but 
one  of  Ahaziah's  sons  was  preserved,  who 
escaped  death  after  the  manner  fol. owing: — ■ 
Ahaziah  had  a  sister  by  the  same  father, 
whose  name  was  Jehosheba,  ai;d  she  was  mar- 
'ied  to  the  high-prie-it  .Ieboia<!a.  She  wei^ 
into  the  king's  palace,  and  found  Jehoasb,  for 
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that  was  the  little  child's  name,  who  was  not 
above  a  year  old,  among  those  that  were  slain, 
.  but  concealed  with  his  nurse;  so  she  took  him 
with  her  into  a  secret  bed-chamber,  and  shut 
him  up  there;  and  she  and  her  husband  Je- 
hoiada  brought  him  up  privately  in  the  temple 
six  years,  during  which  time  Athaliah  reigned 
over  Jerusalem  and  the  two  tribes. 

2.  Now,  on  the  seventh  year,  Jehoiada 
communicated  the  matter  to  certain  of  the 
captains  of  hundreds,  tive  in  number,  and 
persuaded  them  to  be  assisting  to  what  at- 
tempts he  was  making  against  Athaliah,  and 
to  join  with  him  in  a^^sertiiig  the  kingdom  to 
the  child.  Uo  also  received  such  oaths  from 
them  as  are  proper  to  secure  those  that  assist 
one  another  from  the  fear  of  discovery;  and 
he  was  then  of  good  hope  that  they  should 
depose  Athaliah.  Now  those  men  whom  Je- 
hoiada the  priest  had  taken  to  be  his  partners, 
went  into  all  the  country,  and  gathered  toge- 
ther the  priests  and  the  Levites,  and  the  heads 
of  the  tribes  out  of  it,  and  came  and  brought 
them  to  Jerusalem,  to  the  high-priest.  So 
he  demanded  the  security  of  an  oath  of  them, 
to  keep  private  whatsoever  he  should  discover 
to  them,  which  required  both  their  silence  and 
their  assistance.  So  when  they  had  taken  the 
oath,  and  had  thereby  made  it  safe  for  him  to 
speak,  he  produced  the  child  that  he  had 
brought  up,  of  the  family  of  David,  and  said 
to  them,  **  This  is  your  king,  of  that  house 
which  you  know  God  hath  foretold  should 
reign  over  you  for  all  time  to  come :  I  exhort 
you,  therefore,  that  one  third  part  of  you  guard 
him  in  the  temple,  and  ihut  a  fourth  part 
keep  watch  at  all  the  gates  of  the  temple,  and 
that  the  next  part  of  }ou  keep  puanl  at  the 
gate  which  opens  and  leads  to  the  king's  pa- 
lace, and  let  the  rest  of  the  muUituiIe  be  un- 
armed in  the  tep™ple,  and  let  no  armed  person 
go  into  the  temple,  but  the  priest  only."  He 
also  gave  them  this  order  liesides,  "  That  a 
part  of  the  priests  and  the  Levites  should  be 
abont  the  king  himself,  and  be  a  guard  to  him, 
with  their  drawn  swords,  :iiid  to  kill  that  man 
immediately,  whoever  he  be,  that  should  be 
so  bold  as  to  enter  armed  into  the  temple; 
and  bade  them  be  afraid  of  nobody,  but  pt-r- 
severc  in  guarding  the  king."  So  these  men 
obeyed  what  the  high-priest  advised  them  to, 
and  declared  the  reality  of  their  resolution  by 
thfir  actions.  Jehoiada  also  opened  that  ar- 
momy  whicli  David  had  made  in  the  temple, 
and  distributed  to  the  captains  of  hundreds, 
as  also  to  the  priests  and  Levites,  all  the 
spears  and  quivers,  and  what  kind  of  weapons 
soever  it  contained,  and  set  them  armed  in  a 
circle  round  about  the  temple  so  as  to  touch 
one  another's  hands,  and  by  that  means  ex- 
cluding those  from  entering  that  ought  not  to 
enter.  So  they  brought  the  child  into  the 
midst  of  them  and  put  on  him  the  royal 
cro\\n,  and  Jehoiada  anointed  him  with  the 
oiJ,  and  made  him  king;  and  the  multitude 
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rejoiced,  and  made  a  noise,  and  cried, 
save  the  kinj:!  " 

3.  When  Athaliah  unexpectedly  he&r'i  the 
tumult  and  the  acclamations,  she  was  grea*;' 
disturbed  in  her  mind,  and  suddenly  irru^l 
out  of  the  royal  palace  with  her  own  army: 
and  when  she  was  come  to  the  temple,  the 
priests  received  her,  but  as  for  those  that  5t/>od 
round  about  the  temple,  as  they  were  ordered 
by  the  high-priest  to  do,  they  hindered  the 
armed  men  that  followed  her  from  going  in. 
IJut  when  Athaliah  saw  the  child  standing 
upon  a  pillar,  with  the  royal  crown  upon  bis 
bead,  she  rent  her  clothes,  and  cried  out  vehe- 
mently, and  commanded  [her  guards]  to  kill 
him  that  had  laid  snares  for  her,  and  en- 
deavoured to  deprive  her  of  the  government: 
but  Jehoiada  called  for  the  captains  of  hun- 
dreds, and  commanded  them  to  bring  Athaliah 
to  the  valley  of  Cedron,  and  slay  her  there, 
for  he  would  not  have  the  temple  de61ed  with 
the  punishments  of  this  pernicious  woman; 
and  he  gave  order,  that  if  any  one  came  near 
to  help  her,  he  should  be  slain  also;  wherefore 
those  that  had  the  charge  of  her  slaughter  took 
hold  of  her,  and  led  her  to  the  gate  of  the 
king's  mules,  and  slew  her  there. 

4.  Now  as  soon  as  what  concerned  Athaliah 
was,  by  this  stratagem,  after  this  manner,  dis- 
patched, Jehoiada  called  together  the  peopU 
and  the  armed  men  into  the  temple,  and  made 
them  take  an  oath  that  they  would  be  obedient 
to  the  king,  and  take  care  of  his  safety,  and 
of  the  safety  of  his  government;  after  which 
he  obliged  the  king  to  give  security  [upon 
oath]  that  he  would  worship  God,  and  not 
transgress  the  laws  of  Moses.  They  then  ran 
to  the  house  of  Baal,  which  Athali'ih  and  Lbt 
husband  Jehoram  had  built  to  the  dishoriour  ot 
the  God  of  their  fathers,  and  to  the  honour 
of  Ahab,  and  demolished  it,  and  slew  Mattan, 
that  had  his  priesthood.  But  Jehoiada  in- 
trusted the  care  and  custody  of  the  temple  to 
the  priests  and  Levites,  according  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  king  David,  and  enjoined  them 
to  bring  their  regular  burnt-offerings  twice 
a  day,  and  to  offer  incense  according  to  the  law. 
He  also  ordained  some  of  the  Levites,  with 
the  porters,  to  be  a  guard  to  the  temple,  that 
no  one  that  was  defiled  might  come  there. 

5.  And  when  Jehoiada  had  Get  these  things 
in  order,  he,  with  the  captains  of  hundreds, 
and  the  rulers,  and  all  t^ie  people,  took 
Jehoash  out  of  the  temple  into  the  king's 
palace,  and  when  he  had  sei  him  upon  the 
king's  throne,  the  people  shouted  for  jcy,  and 
betook  themselves  to  feasting.,  and  kept  <t  fes- 
tival for  many  days;  but  the  city  was  quiet 
upon  the  death  of  Athaliah.  Now  Jehoash 
was  seven  years  old  when  he  took  the  kingdom; 
his  mother's  name  was  Zibiah,  of  the  city 
Beersheba.  And  all  the  time  that  Jehoiada 
lived,  Jehoash  was  careful  that  the  laws  should 
he  kept,  and  very  zealous  in  the  worship  nf 
God;  and   wheu  he   was  of  age,  he  married 
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t«  wives  who  were  given  to  bim  by  the 
t^-T^LVu  by  who»  wfre  boru  to  Mm  both 
s^  tti-J  da;igbt«s.  And  thus  much  shaU 
^m.e  10  have  related  concern.ng  king  J  eh  o- 
X  Lo>v  be  escaped  the  treachery  of  AthaUah, 
aiui  how  he  received  the  kingdom. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


H  VZAEL  MAKES  AN  EXPEDITION  AGAINST  THE 

"people  up  iskael  and  the  I.-*"'--; 

OF  JEUUSALEM.  JEHO  DIES,  AND  JLUOA- 
HAZ  SUCCEEDS  IN  THE  GOVEiCNMLNT.  JE- 
•  HOASn.  THE  KING  OF  JERUSALEM,  AT  FIU.T 
,8  CAREFUL  ABOUT  THE  WORSHIP  OF  GOD 
BUT  AFTERWARDS  BECOMES  IMPIOUS,  AND 
COMMANDS  ZKCUAR.AH  TO  BE  STONED 
WHEN  JEHOASH  [KING  OF  JUDAH]  «A» 
DEAD.  AMAZIAH  SUCCEEDS  UIM  IN  THE 
KINGDOM. 


S    1     Now    Ilazael.   kii.g   of    Syria,    fought 
a-.an.t    the    Israelites    ai.d   their  king  Jehu, 
atld  spoiled  the  ca^lern  p.rts  o.  the  country 
bevond  Jorda.1,  .vhich  belonged  ^o  O^^l'^^' 
beuites  ;u.d  U.d.tes.  and  to  [the  half  tube  o  ] 
Manassites;  as  also  ti dead  and  E';*tan   burn- 
ing  and  spoiUi*',  and  offern.g  violence  to  al 
U,tt  he  l.nd  hi.  hands  on.  and  tins  without 
impeachment  Irom  Jehu,  who  nude  no  haste 
to  delend  the  country  when  .t  was  under  this 
distress:   nay,  he  wa,  becou.e  a  contemner  ol 
reUgion,  and  a   despiser   ot   hobness,  and   o 
the  laws,  and  died  when  he  had  reigned  o  e 
the   Israelites   twenty-seven  years       He  «as 
buried  in  Samaria,  and  left  Jehoahaz  hvs  son 
his  successor  in  the  goverinnent. 

•i.   Now  Jehoash,  ting  of  Jerusalem,  had 
in  inclination  to  repair  the  temple  of  God; 
so  he  «dled  Jehoiada.  and  bade  hira  send  the 
Levites  and  priests  through  all  the  country,  to 
re.unre  half  a  shekel  of  silver  for  every  head, 
towards  the  rebuilding  and  repiuring  of  the 
temple,  which  was  brought  to  decay  by  Jeho- 
ran,    and  AthaUah   and   her  sons      But  the 
high-priest  did  not  do  this,  as  concluding  that 
no  oAe  would  NnlUngly  pay  that  money;  but 
i„  the  twenty-third  year  of  Jehoash  s  reign, 
when  the  king  sent  for  lum  and  the  Levites 
and   complained   that   they  had    not    obeyed 
what  he  enjoined  them,  and  still  commanded 
liiem  to  take  care  of  the  rebmlding  the  tem- 
ple, he  used  this  stratagem  tor  coUectmg  the 
Inonev   with  which  the  multitude  was  pleased. 
He  made  a  wooden  chest,  and  closed  it  up 
fast  on  ail  sides,  but  opened  one  hole  m  it; 
he  then  set  it  in  the  temple,  beside  the  altar 
and  desu'ed  every  one  to  cast  into  it,  through 
tDe  hole,  what  be  pleased,  for  the  repair  of 
H,^  temple.     This  contrivance  was  acceptable 
totl.e  people;  and  they  strove  one  mth  an- 
oiner,  and  brought  in  jomtly  large  quanUties 
.,  suver  a«d  gold:   and  when  the  scribe  and 


the  prest  that  were  over  the  treasuries  had 
emplied  the  chest,  and  counted  the  money  n. 
the  king's  presence,  they  then  set  it  in  its  for- 
mer  place.^d  thus  did  they  every  J")-     f  "* 
when  the  multitude  appe.ired  to>-e  ^f "_ 
as  much  as  %va3  wanted,  the  high-prie»t  Je- 
^oiada   and  king  Joash,  -"t  to  hire  -^oi. 
and  carpenters,  and  to   buy  large    P'-<=«s    °] 
timber,  and    of  the   most  curious  sort;    and 
he.   they  had  repaired  the  temple  they  made 
use  of  the  remaimng  gold  and  silver,  winch 
was  not  a  Utile,  for  bowls   and  Masons    and 
cups,  and  other  vessels,  and  they  went  on  to 
Tu;  the  altar  every  day  fat  with  sacnfaces  of 
.-reat  value.      And  these  things  were  taken 
suitable  care  of  as  long  as  Jehoiada  lived. 

3    But  as  soon  as  he  was  dead  (which  was 
when    he    had  Uved  one  hundred  and  thirty 
years,  having  been  a  righteous,  and  m  eve  y 
respect  a  very  good  man,  and  was  buried  m 
he  kings-  sepulchres  at  Jerusalem    becau  e 
le  had  recovered  the  kingdom  to  the  family 
of  David),  king  Jehoash  betrayed  Ins  [want 
of]  care  about  God.      The  principal  men  of 
U  i  people  were  corrupted  also  together  with 
him,'and    offended    against    t^eir    duty,    aiid 
what  their  constitution  determined  to  be  most 
for  their  good.     Hereupon  God  w.is  displeased 
with    the    change    that    was    made    on    the 
king,  an,l  on  the  rest  of  the  people,  and  sent 
prophets  to  testily  to  them  what  their  acfaon. 
were,  and  to  bring  them  to  leave  off  their 
«-ickedness:  but  they  had  gotten  such  a  strong 
affection,  and  so  violent  an  incUnation  to  it. 
that  neither  could  the  examples  of  those  that 
had  offered  affronts  to  the  kws   and  had  been 
.0   severely  punished,  they  and  their  entire 
fa,nilies;  nor  coidd  the  fear  of  what  the  pro- 
nhets  now  foretold  bring  them  to  repentance, 
Lnd  turn  them   back   from   their   course   of 
transgression  to  their  former  duty.     But  the 
king  commanded  that  Zechanah    the  son  of 
the  high-priest  Jehoiada,  should  be  stoned  to 
death  in  the  temple,  and  forgot  the  kindnesses 
he   had   received   from  bis  father;   for  when 
God  had  appointed  him  to  prophesy,  he  stood 
in  the  midst  of  the  mult^ude,  a"a  gave  tin. 
counsel  to  them  and  to  the  king:  J^at  they 
should  act  righteously;  and  foretold  to  them, 
that  if  they  would  not  hearken  to  his  admo- 
nitions, they  should  suffer   a  heavy  pumsh- 
ment:  but  as  Zechariah  was  ready  to  die   he 
appealed  to  God  as  a  witiiess  of  what  he  suf- 
fered for  the  goo-d  counsel  he  had  given  them 
and  how  he  perished,  after  a  most  severe  and 
violent  maimer,  for  the  good  deeds  his  father 

had  done  to  Jehoash.  ,   r      ♦!,»  vi„„ 

4  However,  it  was  not  long  before  the  king 
suffered  punishment  for  his  transgressions; 
for  when  Hazael,  king  of  Syria,  made  an 
irruption  into  his  country,  and  when  he  had 
overthrown  Gath,  and  spoiled  it,  he  made  an 
expedition  against  Jerusalem;  upon  which 
Jehoash  was  afraid,  and  emptied  all  the  trea- 
sures of  God,  and  of  the  kings  [before  hw,  i. 
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and  took  down  the  gifts  that  hart  been  dedi- 
cated [in  tlie  temple],  and  sent  them  to  the 
king  of  Syria,  and  procured  so  much  by  them, 
that  he  was  not  besieged,  nor  his  kingdo[n 
(juite  endangered;  but  Hazael  was  induced, 
by  the  greatness  of  the  sum  of  money,  not 
to  bring  his  arrny  against  Jerusalem;  yet  Je- 
hoash  fuU  into  a  severe  distemper,  and  was 
set  upon  by  his  friends,  in  order  to  revenge 
the  death  of  Zecbariah,  the  son  of  Jehoiada. 
These  laid  snares  for  the  king,  and  s^ew  him. 
He  was  indeed  buried  in  Jerusalem,  but  not 
in  the  royal  sepulchres  of  his  foretiithers,  be- 
cause of  his  impiety.  He  lived  forty-seven 
yoars;  and  Amaziah  his  son  succeeded  him 
in  the  kingdom. 

5.  In  the  one  and  twentieth  year  of  the 
rei^  of  Jehoash,  Johoahaz,  the  son  of  Jehu, 
took  the  government  of  the  Israelites  in  Sa- 
maria, and  held  it  seventeen  years.  He  did 
not  [properly]  imitate  his  father,  but  was 
guilty  of  a^  wicked  practices  as  those  that 
first  had  God  in  contempt.  But  the  king  of 
Syria  brought  him  low,  and,  by  expeditions 
against  him,  did  so  greatly  reduce  his  forces, 
that  there  remained  no  more  of  so  great  an 
army  than  ten  thousand  armed  men,  and 
fifty  horsemen.  He  also  took  away  from 
him  his  great  cities,  and  many  of  them  also, 
and.  destroyed  his  army.  And  these  were  the 
tilings  that  the  people  of  Isiael  suffered,  ac- 
cording to  the  prophecy  of  Elisha,  when  he 
foretold  that  Hazael  should  kill  his  master, 
and  reign  over  the  Syrians  and  U:unascens 
But  when  Jehoahaz  was  under  such  unavoid- 
able miseries,  he  had  recourse  to  pr.iyer  and 
tupplicatioii  to  Hot],  and  besought  him  to 
deliver  him  out  of  the  hands  of  Harael,  and 
uot  overlook  him,  and  give  him  up  into  his 
hands.  Accordingly,  God  accepted  of  his 
repentance  instead  of  virtue;  and,  being  de- 
sirous rather  to  admonish  those  that  might 
repent,  and  not  to  determine  that  they  should 
be  utterly  destroyed,  he  granted  him  deliver- 
ance from  war  and  daageis.  So  the  country 
having  obtained  peace,  returned  again  to  its 
former  condition,  and  flourished  as  before. 

6.  Now  afiei  the  death  of  Jehoahaz,  his 
Son  Joash  took  the  kingdom,  in  the  thirty- 
seventh  year  of  Jehoash,  the  king  of  the  tribe 
of  Jodah.  This  Joash  then  took  the  king- 
dom of  Israel  in  Samaria,  for  he  had  the  same 
name  with  the  king  of  Jerusalem,  aaid  he 
retained  the  kingdom  si.vtcen  years.  He  was 
a  good  Bjan,*  and  in  his  disposition  was  not 

•  This  character  of  Joas*i.  tlie  son  of  Jehoahaz.  thai 
*t^b£  vai  a  good  man,  and  in  bis  disposiUun  not  at  all 
KVi-  to  bis  father,"  seems  a  direct  CDnlr.i(licliun  to  oui 
oriioary  copies,  which  say  (-.'  Kings  xiii-  llj.  that  "he 
.hi]  evil  in  the  si5ht  of  the  Lord;  and  that  he  departed 
nu'  from  all  the  sins  of  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Sebat, 
»1io  made  Israel  to  sin:  he  walked  tliereiu."  Which 
covies  are  here  Ibe  truest,  it  is  hardly  possible  to  deler- 
mire.  if  Josephns's  be  true.  Ihis  Joash  is  the  single 
aiaiance  of  a  j?nod  ting  over  tin  ten  tribes;  if  the  other 
be  true,  «e  have  li  t  one  such  esainple.  The  accoont 
Ih;;!  loUows,  in  all  copies,  of  Elisba  the  prophet's  con- 
C4jni  fur  UijD,  ao'^  his  cuuccrb  lor  Lii,lia,  greatly  faroors 


at  all  hke  his  father.  Now  at  this  time  it 
was  that  when  Elisha  the  prophet,  who  was 
already  very  old,  and  was  now  fallen  into  a 
disease,  the  king  of  Israel  came  to  visit  hiai , 
and  when  he  found  him  very  near  death,  he 
began  to  weep  in  his  sight,  and  lament,  to 
call  him  his  father,  and  his  weapons,  because 
it  was  by  his  means  that  he  never  made  use 
of  his  weapons  against  his  enemies,  but  that 
he  overcame  his  own  adversaries  by  liis  pro- 
phecies, without  fighting;  and  that  he  was 
now  departing  this  life,  and  leaving  him  to 
the  Syrians,  that  were  already  armed,  and  to 
other  enemies  of  his  that  were  under  their 
power;  so  he  said  it  was  not  safe  for  him  to 
live  any  longer,  but  that  it  would  be  well  for 
him  to  hasten  to  his  end,  and  depart  out  of 
this  life  with  him.  As  the  king  was  thus 
bemoaning  himself,  Elisha  comforted  him, 
and  bade  the  king  bend  a  bow  that  was 
brought  him;  and  when  the  king  had  fitted 
the  bow  for  shooting,  Eli>ha  took  hold  of  his 
hands  and  bade  him  shoot ;  and  when  he  had 
shot  three  arrows,  and  then  left  off,  Elisha 
said,  "  If  thou  hatlst  shot  more  arrows,  thou 
hadst  cut  the  kingdom  of  Syria  up  by  the 
roots;  but  since  thou  hast  been  satisfied  with 
shooting  three  times  only,  thou  shalt  fight 
and  beat  the  Syrians  no  more  times  than  three, 
that  thou  mayest  recover  that  country  which 
they  cut  off  from  thy  kingdom  in  the  reign  of 
thy  father."  So  when  the  king  had  heard  that, 
he  departed;  and  a  little  while  after  the  pro- 
phet died.  He  was  a  man  celebrated  for 
righteousness,  and  in  eminent  favour  with 
God.  He  also  performed  wonderful  and 
surprising  woi'ks  by  prophecy,  and  such  as 
were  gloriously  preserveti  in  memory  by  the 
Hebrews.  He  also  obtained  a  magnificent 
funeral,  such  a  one  indeed  as  it  was  tit  a  per- 
son so  beloved  of  God  should  have.  It  also 
happened,  that  at  that  time  certain  robbers 
cast  a  man,  whom  they  had  slain,  into  Elisha's 
grave,  and  upon  his  dead  body  coining  close 
to  EUsha's  body,  it  rerived  again.  And  thus 
far  have  we  enlarged  about  the  actions  of 
Elisha  the  prophet;  both  such  as  he  did  while 
he  was  alive,  and  how  he  had  a  divine  power 
after  his  death  also. 

7.  Now  upon  the  death  of  Hazael,  tha 
king  of  Syria,  that  kingdom  came  to  Adad, 
his  son,  with  whom  Joash,  king  of  Israel,  made 
war;  and  when  he  had  beaten  him  in  three 
battles,  he  took  from  him  all  that  country, 
and  all  those  cities  and   ullages  which   bis 

Josephns's  copies,  and  suppose  this  king  to  have  been 
then  a  good  man,  and  no  idolater,  with  whom  (iod's 
prophets  used  not  to  be  so  familiar.  L'pon  the  whole, 
since  it  appear^  even  by  Josephns's  own  account,  that 
Amaziah.  the  good  king  of  Judab,  while  he  was  a  trood 
kiiK,  was  forbidden  to  mate  use  of  the  100,000  auxilia- 
ries he  bad  hired  ol  Ibis  Joash,  the  king  of  Israel,  as  if  lie 
and  they  were  then  idolaters  (-i  Chron,  xxv.  ti — 9).  it  is 
m»st  likely  that  these  diOerent  characters  of  Joash  suited 
the  dilfere'ut  pans  ul  his  tei,;it,  .',iirl  lb;it,  accordini;  I«.  uur 
cominuo  copies,  be  -^as  at  tirsi  a  wickid  kin;;,  and  after- 
wards was  reclaimed,  aud  became  a  good  one,  accordtjaF 
to  Jusepbiu. 
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father  Hazael  bad  taken  £roro  tlie  kingdom  of 
Israel,  which  came  to  pass,  however,  accord- 
ing to  the  (jrophecy  of  Elisha.  But  when 
Joasb  happened  to  die,  he  was  buried  in  Sa- 
maria; and  the  government  devoUed  on  his 
•on  Jeroboam. 


»  CHAPTER  IX. 

HOW  AMAZMIl  MADE  AN  EXPEDITION  AGAINST 
THE  EDOMITES  AND  AM  ALEKITES,  AND  CON- 
QLEBED  THEM;  BUT  WHEN  HE  AFTERWARDS 
HADE  WAB  AGAINST  JO  ASH,  HE  WASBEAT£>', 
AND  NOT  LONG  AFTEB  WAS  SLAIN;  AND  UZ- 
ZIAH  SUCCEEDED  IN  THE  GOTEKNMENT. 

§  1.  Now  in  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of 
Joash  over  Israel,  Amaziah  reigned  over  the 
tribe  of  Judah  in  Jerusalem.  His  mother's 
name  was  Jehoaddan,  who  was  born  at  Jeru- 
salem. He  was  exceeding  careful  of  doing 
what  was  right,  and  this  when  he  was  very 
young ;  but  when  he  came  to  the  manage- 
ment of  affairs,  and  to  the  government,  he 
resolved  that  he  ought  first  of  all  to  avenge 
his  father  Jehoash,  and  to  punish  those  his 
friends  that  had  laid  violent  hands  upon  him; 
so  lie  seized  upon  them  all,  and  put  them  to 
death;  yet  did  he  execute  no  severity  on  their 
children,  but  acted  therein  according  to  the 
laws  of  Moses,  who  did  not  think  it  just  to 
piiniih  children  for  the  sins  of  their  fathers. 
After  this  he  chose  him  an  army  out  of  the 
tribe  of  Judah  and  Benjamin  of  such  as  were 
in  the  flower  of  their  age,  and  about  twenty 
years  old;  and  when  be  had  collected  about 
three  hundred  thousand  of  them  together,  he 
set  captains  of  hundreds  over  them.  He  also 
sent  to  the  king  of  Israel,  and  hired  a  hun- 
dred thousand  of  his  soldiers  for  a  hundred 
talents  of  silver,  for  he  had  resolved  to  make 
an  expedition  against  the  nations  of  the  Ama- 
lekites,  and  Edomites,  and  Gebalites  :  but  as 
he  was  preparing  for  hisexpedition,and  readv 
to  go  oi-t  10  the  war,  a  prophet  gave  him 
counsel  to  dismiss  the  army  of  the  Israelites, 
because  they  were  bad  men,  and  because  God 
foretold  that  he  should  be  beaten  if  he  made 
use  of  them  as  auxiliaries;  but  that  he  should 
overcome  bis  enemies,  though  he  bad  but  a  few 
soldiers,  when  it  so  pleased  God.  And  when 
the  king  grudged  at  his  having  already  paid  the 
hire  of  the  Israelites,  the  prophet  exhorted  him 
to  do  what  God  would  have  bim,  because  he 
should  thereby  obtain  much  wealth  from  God. 
So  he  dismissed  them,  and  said,  that  he  still 
freely  gave  them  their  pay,  and  went  himself 
with  his  own  army,  and  made  war  with  the 
nations  before  mentioned;  and  when  he  had 
beaten  them  in  battle,  he  slew  of  them  ten 
thousand,  and  took  as  many  prisoners  alive, 
whom  be  brought  to  the  great  rock  which  is 
in  Arabia,  and  threw  them  down  from  it 
headli/ng.      Ue  also    brought  auay   a  great 


deal  of  prey  and  vast  ricbes  from  Uiose  na- 
tions; but  while  Amaziah  \^'as  engaged  in 
this  expedition,  those  Israelites  whom  be  had 
hired  and  then  dismissed,  were  very  uneasy 
at  it,  and  taking  their  dismission  for  an  af- 
front (as  supposing  that  this  would  not  have 
been  done  to  them  but  out  of  contempt^,  they 
fell  upon  his  kingdom,  and  proceeded  to  spoil 
the  country  as  far  as  Beth-horon,  and  took 
much  cattle,  and  slew  three  thousand  men. 

2.  Now  upon  the  victory  which  Amaziah 
had  gotten,  and  the  great  acts  he  had  done, 
he  was  puffed  up,  and  began  to  overlook 
God,  who  bad  given  him  the  victory,  and 
proceeded  to  worship  the  gods  he  had  brought 
out  of  the  country  of  the  Amalekitea.  So  a 
prophet  came  to  him,  and  said,  that  he  won- 
dered bow  he  could  esteem  these  to  be  gods, 
who  had  been  of  no  advantage  to  their  own 
people  who  paid  them  honours,  nor  had  de- 
livered them  from  his  hands,  but  bad  over- 
looked the  destruction  of  many  of  them,  and 
bad  suffered  themselves  to  be  carried  captive, 
for  that  they  bad  been  carried  to  Jerusalem  in 
the  same  manner  as  any  one  might  have  taken 
some  of  the  enemy  alive,  and  led  them  thither. 
This  reproof  provoked  the  king  to  anger,  and 
he  commanded  the  prophet  to  hold  his  peace, 
and  threatened  to  punish  him  if  he  meddled 
\^ith  his  conduct.  So  he  replied,  that  be 
should  indeed  hold  his  peace ;  but  foretold 
withal,  that  God  would  not  o\'erlook  his  at- 
tempts for  innovation  ;  but  Amaziah  was  not 
able  to  contain  himself  under  that  prosperity 
which  God  had  given  him,  although  he  bad 
affronted  God  thereupon :  but  in  a  vein  of 
insolence  he  wrote  to  Joash,  the  king  of  Is- 
rael, and  commanded  that  he  and  all  his 
people  should  be  obedient  to  him,  as  they  had 
formerly  been  obedient  to  his  progenitors, 
David  and  Solomon ;  and  he  let  him  know, 
that  if  he  would  not  be  so  wise  as  to  do  what 
he  commanded  him,  he  must  fight  for  bis  do- 
minion. To  which  message  Joash  returned 
this  answer  in  writing: — "King  Joash  to 
king  Amaziah.  There  was  a  vastly  tall  cy- 
press-tree in  mount  Lebanon,  as  also  a  this- 
tle ;  this  thistle  sent  to  the  cypress-tree  to 
give  the  cypress-tree's  daughter  in  marriag-e 
to  the  thistle's  son;  but  as  the  thistle  was 
saving  this,  there  came  a  wild  beast,  and 
trode  down  the  thistle;  and  this  may  be  a 
lesson  to  thee,  not  to  be  so  ambitious,  and  to 
have  a  care,  lest  upon  thy  good  success  in  the 
fight  against  the  Amalekites,  thou  growest  so 
proud,  as  to  bring  dangers  upon  thyself,  and 
upon  thy  kingdom." 

3.  When  Amaziah  bad  read  this  letter,  he 
was  more  eager  upon  this  expedition;  which, 
I  suppose,  was  by  the  impulse  of  God,  th.it 
he  might  be  punished  for  his  offence  against 
him.  But  as  soon  as  he  led  out  his  army 
against  Joash,  and  they  were  going  to  ini:i 
battle  with  him,  there  came  such  a  fear  a  id 
consternation  upon  the  army  of   Amajciab,  as 
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Goa,  when  he  is  displeased,  sends  upon  men,  i  and  foreign.     He  was  also  the  cause  of  tea ; 

and  discomfited  them,  even  before  thev  came    Ibousonu  misfortunes  to  the  people  of  Israel. 

Now  one  Jonah,  a  prophet,  foretold  to  UilB 
that  he  should  make  war  vfith  the  Syrians, 
and  conquer  their  army,  and  enlarge  tlio 
bounds  of  his  kingdom  on  the  northern  parts. 


to  a  close  fight.     Now  it  happened,  that  as 
they  were  scattered  about  by  the  terror  that 
was  upon  them,  Amaziah  was  left  alone,  and 
was  taken  prisoner   by  the  enemy:    where- 
upon Joash  threatened  to  kill  him,  unless  he 
would  persuade  the  people  of  Jerusalem  to 
open  their  gates  to  him,  and  receive  him  and 
his  army  into  the  city.     Accordingly  Ama- 
ziah was  so  distressed,  and  in  such  fear  of 
his  life,  that  he  made  his  enemy  to  be  received 
into  the  city.     So  Joash    overthrew  a  part 
of  the  wall,  of  the  length  of  four  hundred 
cubits,  and    drove    his    chariot  through    the 
breach  into  Jerusalem,  and  led  Amaziah  cap- 
tive along  with  him ;  b\-  which  means  he  be- 
came master  of  Jerusalem,  and  took  away  the 
treasures  of  God,  and  curried  off  all  the  gold 
and  silver  that  was  in  the  king's  palace,  and 
then    freed    the    king    from    captivity,    and 
returned    to    Samaria.       Now   these    things 
happened  to  the  people  of  Jerusalem  in  the 
fourteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Amaziah,  who 
after  this  had  a  conspiracy  made  against  him 
by  his  friends,  and  Bed  to  the  city  Lachish,  and 
was  there  slain  by  the  conspirators,  who  sent 
men  thither  to  kill  him.     So  they  took  up 
his  dead  body,  and  carried  it  to  Jerusalem, 
and  made  a  royal  funeral  for  him.      This  was 
the  end  of  the  life  of  Amaziah.because  of  his 
innovations  in  religion,  and  his  contempt  of 
God,  when  he  had  lived  fifiy-four  years,  and 
bad  reigned  twenty-nine.     He  was  succeeded 
by  his  son,  whose  name  was  Uzziah. 


CHAPTER  X. 


to  the  city  Hamath,  and  on  the  southern,  to 
the  lake  Asphaltitis;  for  the  bounds  of  the 
Canaanites  originally  were  these,  as  Joshua 
their  general  had  determined  them.  So  Jero- 
boam made  an  expedition  against  the  Syrians, 
and  over-ran  all  their  country,  as  Jonah  bad 
foretold. 

2.  Now  I  cannot  but  think  it  necessary 
for  rae,  who  have  promised  to  give  an  ac- 
curate account  of  our  affairs,  to  describe  the 
actions  of  this  prophet,  so  far  as  I  have  foiiud 
them  written  down  in  the  Hebrew  books. 
Jonah  had  been  commanded  by  God  to  go  to 
the  kingdom  of  Kineveh ;  and,  when  he  was 
there,  to  publish  it  in  that  city,  how  it  should 
lose  the  dominion  it  had  over  the  nations. 
But  he  went  not,  out  of  fear;  nay,  he  ran 
away  from  God  to  the  dty  of  Joppa,  and 
finding  a  ship  there,  he  went  into  it,  and  sailed 
to  Tarsus,  to  Ciliciaif  and  upon  the  rife 
of  a  most  terrible  storm,  which  was  so  great 
that  the  ship  was  in  danger  of  sijiking,  the 
mariners,  the  master,  and  the  pilot  himself 
made  prayers  and  vows,  in  case  they  escaped 
the  sea.  But  Jonah  lay  still  and  covered  [in 
the  ship],  without  imitating  any  thing  that  the 
others  did;  but  as  the  waves  grew  greater, 
and  the  sea  became  more  violent  by  the  winds, 
they  suspected,  as  is  usual  in  suih  cases,  thai 
some  one  of  the  persons  that  sailed  with  them 
was  the  occasion  of  this  storm,  and  agncd 
to  discover  by  lot  which  of  them  it  wiis, 
Allien  they  had  cast  lots,  {  the  lot  fell  upon, 
the  prophet ;  and  w  hen  they  asked  him  whence 
he  came,  and  what  he  had  done?  ho  replied. 


CONCERNING  JEROBOAM,  KINO  OE  ISIIAEL,  AND 
JONAH,  THE     PROFHtT:    AND    HOW,    AFTER 

THE  DEATH  or  JEROEOAM,  HIS  SON  ZECHA-    that  he  was  all  Hebrew  by  nation,  and  a  pro- 


KIAH  TOOK  THE  GOVEKNMENT.  HOW  fz- 
ZIAH,  KINO  OF  JTRCSALEM,  SUBDCED  THE 
NATIONS  THAT  WERE  ROCND  ABOL'T  HIM; 
AND  WHAT  BEFEL  HIM  WHEN  HE  ATTEMPT- 
ED TO  OFFER  INCENSE  TO  COD. 

§  I.  In  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Amaziah,  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Joash  reigned 
over  Israel  in  Samaria  forty  years.  This  king 
»B~  guilty  of  contumely  against  God,*  and 
hi  .ame  very  wicked  in  worshipping  of  idols, 
a  .d  in  maiiy  undertakings  that  were  absurd 

•  What  I  havf  above  noted  coiK-erning  Jelioash, 
cccnis  to  me  to  have  iK-en  inie  also  concernine  liis  sun 
Jeroboani  II,  viz.  ihat  allbnogb  he  began  wickedly,  as 
Josepbus  aifrees  with  our  other  copies,  and  as  be  adds. 
•*  was  the  cause  of  a  vast  number  of  misfortunes  to  the 
IsraehtM"  in  those  his  first  years  (the  particulars  of 
which  are  unhappilv  wanting  both  in  Josephus  and  in 
all  our  copies) ;  so  does  it  seem  to  me  that  he  was  alter- 
wanls  reclaimed,  and  became  a  good  kine.  and  so  was 
encouraged  by  the  prophet  Jonah,  and  bad  great  suc- 
cesses ailerwards  when  ■*  (iod  had  saved  the  Israelile^ 
b\  Ibc  hand  of  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Joash."  i  Kinits 
ViT.  27;  which  encouragement  by  Jonah,  and  great  soc- 
cesset,  are  a^iially  obwrvatila  in  Jolepbui,  aad  in  the 
other  oopiei 


phet  of  Almighty    God;    and   he  persuaded 
them  to  ciist  hiiu  into  the  sea,  if  they  would 

■f  When  Jonab  is  laid  in  our  Bibica  to  have  none  to 
Tarshi,!,  iJonah  i.  3).  Josephus  luidcfsLiod  it,  that  Iw 
wrnt  lo  Tarsus  in  Cilicia,  or  to  the  MediU-rrauean  Sea, 
o|,on  TrhiehTarsns  lay:  so  that  he  dors  not  appear  tc 
have  r,ad  the  lell.  I  KiDfa  xxii.  4K  as  our  copies  do, 
Ihat  -hips  of  Tarsi. ish  could  lie  al  Eli.m  Geher,  upoo 
tf-e  tied  Sea  ;  but  as  to  J,-st-phus*s  assertion,  that  Jonali's 
hsh  was  canied  by  the  strength  of  the  eorretlt,  npon 
a  storm,  -ts  far  as  the  tuxine  Sea.  il  ia  no  way  impoaai- 
ble;  ao>i  since  Ihe  st^irm  might  have  driven  the  ship, 
while  Jonah  was  in  it,  near  to  that  Kuxine  Sea.  and 
since  in  Ihree  more  days,  while  h*  was  in  the  fisli'o 
hclu.  that  currei.t  niigbt  bring  him  loth*  Assyrian 
coast,  and  since  willial  that  coast  could  bring  him  nearer 
loNincYeh  than  conld  any  coast  of  the  MediterTanean.it 
is  by  no  means  an  impnibable  determination  in  Josephus. 

t  1  his  ancient  piece  of  religion,  of  supposin,?  iheie 
was  great  sin  where  there  was  great  misery,  and  of  cast- 
ing lots  to  discover  great  sinners,  not  only  among  fho 
Israelites,  but  among  these  heathen  mariaera,  M«iD9  * 
remarkable  remain  of  the  ancient  tradition  which  pre- 
vailed of  old  over  all  mankind,  that  I-rovidencj  used 
to  interpose  visibly  in  all  human  affairs,  and  never  to 
hriiig,  or  at  least  not  lon£  to  cuutinac,  notorious  jadg. 
menis  but  for  notorious  sins,  which  the  n.nst  arr-rnt 
booli  of  Job  show*  to  have  been  the  state  of  manUnd 
for  about  the  foniier  thnje  ibousand  year*  of  iW  Wund» 
till  tho  days  ol  lub  and  Muees. 
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e'cape  the  danger  they  were  in,  for  that  he 
W11  the  occasion  of  the  storm  which  w.n:,  upon 
th^m.     Now  ut  the  tirst  thi-y  durst  not  do 
so,  as  esteeming  it  a  wicked  thing  to  east  a 
mnn,  who  was  a  stranger,  and  wlio  had  com- 
inittcd  his   life    to  them,  into  ouch  manifest 
perdition;  but  at  Ust,  when  their  mistortui.es 
overbore  them,  and  the  ship  was  just  going 
to  be  drowned,  and  when  they  were  animated 
U)  do  it  bv  the  prophet  himself,  and  by  the 
fear  concerning  their  o«ii  safety,  they  cast  him 
into  the  sci;  upon  which  the  sea  beciime  calm. 
It  is  alw  related  that  Jonah  was  swallowcsl 
down  bv  a  whale,  and  that  when  lie  had  been 
tht-re  tliree  days,  and  as  many  nights,  be  v;as 
vomited  out  upon  the  Euxiiie  Sea,  ;ind  this 
Rliw   and  u-ithout  any  hurt  upon  Ins  body; 
and  there,  on  his  prayer  to  God,  he  obtained 
pardon  lor  his  sins,  and  went  to  the  city  iM- 
neveh,  where  he  stoo<l  so  as  to  be  heard;  am 
preached,  that  in  a  very  little  time  they  slioul. 
lose  the  dominion  of  Asia;  and  when  he  bad 
puldishe.!    this,  he    returned.      Now    1    have 
given  this  account  about  him,  as  1  found  it 
written  [in  our  books]. 

3     Whon  Jeroboam    the    king   had    passed 
his  life  in  great  happiness,  and  had  ruled  torty 
vcars    he    died,  and  was  buried  in   Sainarm, 
'»m\    ills    son    Zechariah    took    the    kingdom 
Atter  the  same  manner  did  Uziiah,  the  son  of 
Am.ziah,  begin  to  reign  over  the  two  tribes 
in  Jerusalem,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  Jeroboam.      He  was  horn  of  Jeco- 
liah,  his  mother,  who  was  a  citizen  of  Jeru- 
salem.     He  was  a  good  man,  and  by  nature 
righteous  and    magnanimous,  and  very  labo- 
rious in  taking  care  of  the  affairs  <.f  his  king- 
dom.     He    m.ide    an    expedition  also  against 
the  Philistines,  and  overcame  them  in  battle, 
and  took  the  cities  of  Gatli  and  Jabneli,  and 
brake  down  their  walls;  after  which  expech- 
tioii,  he  assaulted  those  Anilis  that  adjoined 
to  Egypt.     He  also  built  a  eity  upon  the  Red 
Sea  and  put  a  garrison  into  it.      He  after  tins 
overthrew  the  Ammonites,  and  appointed  that 
they  should  pay  tribute.      He  also  overcame 
all  the  countries  as  far  as  the  bounds  of  Egypt, 
and  then  began  to  take  care  of  Jerusalem  it- 
self for  the  rest  of  his  Ufe;   for  he  rebuilt  and 
reiiaired  all  those  parts  of  the  wall  which  had  , 
either  fallen  down  by  length  of  time,  or  by 
the  carelessness  of  the  kings  his  predecessors, 
as  well  as  all  that  part  which  had  been  thrown 
down  by  the  king  of  Israel,  when  he  took  Ins  | 
father  Amaziah  prisoner,  and  entered  with  him 
into  the  city.   Moreover,  he  built  a  great  many 
towers,  of  one  huiiilred  and  tifty  cubits  high, 
and  built  walled  towns  in  desert  places,  and 
put  garrisons  into  them,  and  dug  many  chan- 
nels for  conveyance  of  water.      He  had  also 
many  beasts  for  labour,  and  an  immense  num- 
ber of  "attle;  for  his  country  was  lit  tor  pas- 
turugi.     He  was  also  given  to  husbandry,  a::d 
Wo*,  care  to  cultivate  the  ground,  and  planted 
t  with  all  .oru  of  plants,  and  sowed  it  with 


all  sorts  of  seeds.  He  had  tuso  about  him 
lui  army  composed  of  chosen  men,  in  number 
three  hundred  and  seventy  thousand,  who 
were  governed  by  general  otticers  a:id  cap- 
tains of  thousands,  who  were  men  ol  valour 
and  of  unconquerable  strength,  in  mimber  two 
thousand.  He  also  divided  his  wliole  army 
into  bands,  and  armed  them,  giving  every  one 
a  sword,  with  brazen  bucklers  and  breast- 
plates, with  bows  and  slings;  and  besides 
these,  he  made  for  them  many  engines  ot 
war  for  besieging  of  cities,  such  as  cast  stones 
and  dart-s,  with  grapplers,  and  other  uistru- 
mcnts  of  that  sort. 

4.   While   Izziah   was   in   this  state,  and 
making   preparations    [for    futurity],  he  was 
corrupted  in  his  mind  by  pride,  and  became 
in-olent,  and  this  on  account  of  that  abun- 
dance which  he  had  of  things  that  will  soon 
perish, and  despised  that  power  which  is  of  eter- 
nal duration  (wliich  consisted  in  piety  towards 
(iod,  and  in  the  observation  of  his  laws);    so 
he  fell  by  occasion  of  the  good  success  ot  his 
affairs,  and  w;is  carried  headlong  into  those 
sins   of  his   father,    which   the   splendour    of 
that  prosperity  he  enjoyed,  and  the  glorious 
actions  he  had  done,  led  him  into,  while  lit 
was  not  able  to  govern  himself    well   about 
them.      Accordingly,  when  a  remarkable  day 
was  come,  and  a  general  festival  was  to  bo 
celebrated,  he  put  on  the  holy  garment,  and 
went  into  the  temple  to  offer  incense  to  God 
upon  the  golden  altar,  which  he  was  prohi- 
bited to  do  by  Azariah  the  high-priest,  who 
had  fourscore  priests  with  him,  and  who  told 
him  that  it  was  not  lawful  for  him  to  olfer 
sacrifice,  and  that  "  none  besides  the  poste- 
rity   of   Aaron    were    permitted    so    to    do. 
Aiirl  when  they  cried  out,  that  he  must  go 
out  of  the  temple,  ami  not  transgress  against 
God,  he  was  wroth  at  them,  and  threatened 
to   kill  them,  unless  they  would   hold   their 
peace.     In  the  mean  time,  a  great  eartb<|uake 
shook  the  ground,*  and  a  rent  was  made  in 
the  temple,  and  the  bright  rays  of  the  sim 
shone  through  it,  and  fell    upon    the    kings 
(ace,  insomuch  that  the  leprosy  seized  upon 
him  immediately;    and  before  the  city,  at  a 
place  called  Eroge.  half  the  mountain  broke 
off  from  the  rest  on  the  west,  ami  rolled  itself 
four  furiongs,  and  stood  still  at  the  cast  moun- 
tain, till  the  roads,  as  well  as  the  king  s  gar- 
dens   were  spoiled  by  the  obstruction.     Now, 
as  soon  as  the  priests  eaw  that  the  .kings  lace 
'  was  infected  ivith  the  le|.rosy,  they  told  him 
of  the  calamity  he  was  under,  and  eominaiultd 


•  Thi.  account  of  an  earthquake  al  JenisalcTii,  at  the 
ver>  .a.„.  li.n,-  wlipn  Uzl.ah  ..»iirped  ihe  prK-.i  .  ol.l.«, 
"„(».  nt  n,l.,  Ihc  .a„cn.a.y  ...  buM.  ...r«.M-.  and  of  Ihe 

,.,„„,l,er  copies.  lhm.Kh  U  be  ex.:tea,nK  l.ke  o  a  r,u 
,,hecv  ol  Jeremiah,  now  .n   Z';'!'--'"'-,''^'.    '"   "  "^  ' 

Lake,  u-  .he,  tle.l  Iron,  .h,.  earlh,,.lal-e  lo  .lie  .U>.  ol 
l-//ial.  i..i!''l  .liilah;'-  5"  ""'  'iMn  •.'•■:,*  {„  h.ye 
l„..,.»...  r  i-..fOiill''r  I  •  •  t  .•eii  1  "  .'''r  ,  . , ,-..  TTr.i  !  i*  O « 
•...m-..ti.ml  |>ro,i!.»lu.J  <ail..40»M. 
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that  he  should  go  out  of  the  city  as  a  pol- 
luted person.  Hereupon  he  whs  so  con- 
tbundetl  at  the  sad  distemper,  and  sensible 
that  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  contradict,  that 
he  did  as  he  was  coimnanded,  and  underwent 
this  miserable  and  terrible  punishment  for  an 
intention  beyond  what  betitted  a  man  to  have, 
and  for  that  impiety  against  God  wliich  was 
implied  therein.  So  he  abode  out  of  the  city 
for  some  time,  and  lived  a  piivate  life,  while 
his  son  Jotham  took  the  {government;  after 
which  he  died  with  grief  and  anxiety  at  what 
had  happened  to  him,  when  he  had  lived 
sixty-eight  years,  and  reigned  of  them  fifty- 
two;  and  was  buried  by  himsell  in  his  oun 
gardens. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

HOW  ZFCHARTAII,  SHALLUM,  »CNAHEM,  PE- 
KAHlAH,  AND  PEKAM,  TOOK  THE  tiOVEltX- 
MENT  OVER  THE  ISUAELITES;  AND  HuW 
PUL  AND  TIGLATH-PILESER  U.ADL  A\  EX- 
PEDITION AGAINST  THE  ISRAELITES.  MOW 
JOTHAM,  THE  SON  OF  UZZIAII,  REIGNED 
OVER  THE  TRIBE  OF  JL'DAH;  AND  WHAT 
THINGS  NAU0MPBOPUESIED  AGAINST  THE 
A5>SVRIANS. 

§  1.  Now  when  Zechiu'iah,  the  pon  of  Jero- 
boam, had  rcig^ned  &ix  months  over  Israel,  he 
was  slain  by  the  treachery  of  a  certain  friend 
of  his,  whose  name  was  tShallum,  the  son  of 
Jabesh,  who  took  the  kin^^loin  afterward,  but 
kept  it  no  loirper  than  thirty  days;  for  Mena- 
hem,  the  general  of  his  army,  who  was  at  that 
time  in  the  city  Tirz.ih,  anil  heard  of  what 
had  befallen  Zechariah,  removed  thereupon 
with  all  his  forces  to  Santaria,  and,  joining 
battle  with  Sha)lum,  slew  him;  and  when  he 
had  made  himself  king,  he  went  thence,  and 
came  to  the  city  Tiphsah  ;  but  the  c.itizenii> 
that  were  in  it  shut  their  gates,  and  barred 
litem  against  the  king,  and  wuuld  not  admit 
him;  but,  in  order  to  be  avenged  on  thum, 
he  burnt  the  country  round  about  it,  and  tuuk 
the  city  by  force  upon  a  siege ;  and  being 
very  much  displi.'U!«ed  at  what  the  inhabitants 
of  Tiphsah  had  done,  he  idcw  theiii  all,  d..d 
spared  not  so  uiueh  as  the  infants,  without 
omiiting  the  utmost  instances  of  cruelty  and 
barbarity;  for  he  used  such  severity  upon 
his  own  countrymen,  as  would  not  be  pur^ 
donable  with  regard  to  strangers  who  had 
been  conquered  by  him.  And  after  this 
maimer  it  was  that  this  ISlenahem  continued 
to  reign  with  crueltv  and  barbarity  for  ten 
years:  but  when  Pul,  king  of  As^jTia,  had 
made  an  expedition  agaijiat  him,  he  did  not 
think  meet  to  tight  or  engage  in  battle  with  the 
Assyrians,  but  he  persuaded  him  to  accept  of 
a  thousand  talents  of  silver,  and  to  go  away, 
and  so  put  an  end  to  the  war.  This  sum  tlie 
multuuoe  collected  tor   Menuhem,  by  exact- 


ing fifty  drachiDte  as  poll-money  for  every 
head;'  after  which  be  died,  and  was  burled 
in  Samaria.,  and  left  his  son  Pekahiah  bis  suc- 
cessor in  the  kingdom,  who  followed  the  bar- 
barity of  his  father,  and  so  ruled  but  two  years 
only,  after  which  he  was  slain  with  his  friendd 
at  a  feast,  by  the  treachery  of  one  Pekah,  the 
general  of  his  horse,  and  the  son  of  Ueniabah, 
who  had  laid  snares  for  him.  Now  this  Pe- 
kah held  the  government  twenty  years,  and 
proved  a  wicked  man  and  a  transgressor. 
Bi't  the  king  of  Assyria,  whose  name  was 
Tiglath-Pileser,  when  he  had  made  an  ex[>e- 
dition  against  the  Israelites,  and  hud  overrun 
all  the  land  of  Gilead,  and  the  region  beyond 
Jordan,  and  the  adjoining  country,  which  is 
called  Galilee,  and  Kadesh,  and  Hazor,  he 
made  the  inhabitants  prisoners,  and  trans- 
planted them  into  his  own  kingdom.  Ami  >o 
much  shall  suflice  to  have  related  here  con- 
cerning the  king  of  Assyria. 

'2.  Now  Jotham,  the  son  of  I'zziah,  reigned 
over  the  tribe  of  Judah  in  JerusaliMu,  being  a 
citizen  thereof  by  his  mother,  w hose  name  was 
Jerusha.  This  king  was  not  defective  in  any 
virtue,  but  was  reUgious  towards  God,  and 
righteous  towards  men,  and  careful  of  the  gootl 
of  the  city  (for  what  part  soever  wanted  to  be 
repiiired  or  adorned,  be  niagnilicently  repaired 
and  adorned  them).  He  also  took  care  of 
the  foundations  of  the  cloisters  iii  the  temple, 
and  re[)aired  the  walls  that  were  fallen  down, 
and  built  very  great  towers,  and  such  as  were 
almost  impregnable;  and  if  any  thing  else  in 
his  kingdom  had  been  neglected,  he  took  great 
care  of  it.  He  also  made  an  expedition 
against  the  Ammonites,  and  overcame  them  iu 
battle,  and  ordered  them  to  pay  tribute,  a  hun- 
dred talents,  and  ten  thousand  cori  of  wheat, 
and  as  many  of  barley,  every  year,  and  so  aug- 
mented his  kingdom  that  his  enemies  could  not 
despise  it;  and  liis  own  people  lived  happily. 

3.  Now  there  was  at  that  time  a  prophet, 
whose  name  was  Nahum,  who  spake  after  this 
manner  concerning  the  overthrow  of  the  As- 
syrians and  of  Nineveh:  —  *'  Nineveh  shall  be 
4  pool  of  water  in  motion;!  ^^  shall  all  her 

•  l*r.  Walt,  in  his  Critiral  NoIm  on  2  King*  sv  20, 
obserTvs.  *■  {Itat  when  this  iMenahfRi  it.  said  Iu  bavc 
fx;irted  the  inuney  ot  Isntrl  of  all  the  mighty  mfn  ot 
we;iilh,  of  t-uch  roan  titty  shekels  of  sitver.  to  citc  Ptil, 
ihf  Isint;  of  Assyria,  a  thousand  talents,  this  is  tie  llrst 
public  money  raised  by  any  [Israelite^  kiitg  by  a  tax  on 
llie  people;  that  tliey  used  l»efoie  to  raise  it  out  ol  llic 
treasures  of  tht  house  of  the  l^rd,  or  ni  their  own  hovj*^; 
that  it  was  a  pull-muaey  on  the  rich  men  [and  IIn-id 
onl>],  to  raise  iiaoiJ.OOO.  or,  as  others  count  a  talent, 
i:j()(l,00(t.  at  itierate  t>f£Gor£"7  (lerhtad;  ami  that  G-d 
cummanded.  hy  Ezekiel  (cb.  sW-  8.  and  xlrt.  |H).  thftt 
no  sucli  thinu  should  he  dooe  [at  the  Jews'  restoittttouj; 
hut  the  king  shiiuld  have  land  of  his  own."' 

+  This  passage  is  taken  oat  of  the  prophet  NThnm, 
<'1i  iL  S — IJ,  and  is  the  principal,  or  rather  the  only  one 
iliat  is  eiven  us  almost  t^frbatim,  but  a  little  abridged, 
ill  ix\i  Jusephus^s  known  wrilini;s:  by  whlc^i  quotation 
we  learn  what  he  himself  always  assorfc,  viz.  thai  he 
made  use  ol  the  Hebrew  oni;in-i|.  [arid  not  ol  t'le  (irrvk 
ier>iuMji  3s  also  we  learo.  that  l.is  iiebrew  dipj  con- 
sideialjty  differed  Iroiu  ours.  8et-  all  these  IrXts  parti- 
i-uiurlv  »et  down,  and  compr.red  together  in  the  Ess&y  on 
tUe  Old  I'e^UotCDt.  9%ge    tO, 
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people  be  troubled,  and  tossed,  and  go  awtiy  I 
by  flii-'bt.  while  they  say  one  to  another,  Stan.l 
staml  stUl,  seiK  their  gold  and  sUver,  for  there 
shall  be  no  one  to  «ish  them  weU,  for  they 
will  rather  save  their  lives  than  their  money; 
fi.r  a  terrible  contention  shall  possess  them 
one  with  another,  and  lamentation,  and  loosing 
of  the  members,  and  their  countenances  sh;. 
he  perfectly  black  ^vith  fear.      And  there  mil 
be  the  ilin'of  the  lions,  and  the  mother  of  the 
young    lion.!     God    says   to    thee,  >'"eveh 
that  they  shall  deface  thee,  and  the  hon  »hall 
no  longer  go  out  from  thee  to  g-^e  lavvs  to 
the  ^vorld."     And  indeed  this  prophet   pro- 
phLsied  many  other  things  besides  the.e  con- 
ceming  Nineveh,  ^vhich  I  do  "«'  thu.k  ne- 
res^ary  to  repeat,  and  I  here  omit  them,  that 
1  may  not  appear  troublesome  to  my  readers; 
»11  which  things  happened  about   Nineveh  a 
handred  and  fifteen  years  afterward:-so  thi» 
may  sulTice  to  have  spoken  of  these  matters. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

HOW  tJPOS  THE  nEATH  OF  JOTHAM,  AHAZ 
RF'lGNFn  IN  HIS  STF.AD;  AGAINST  WHOM 
REZIS,  KINO  OF  SYRIA,  AND  PEKAH,  KINO 
Of  ISUAEL,  MAKE  WAB;  AND  HOW  TIC- 
LATH-HLESER,  KINO  OF  ASSYRIA,  CAME  TO 
THE  ASSISTANCE  OF  AHAZ,  AND  LAID  SYRIA 
WASTE,  AND  REMOVING  THE  DAMASCENE 
INTO  MEDIA,  PLACED  OTHER  NATIONS  IN 
THEIR  ROOM.  I 

5   1    Now   Jothan   died   when   Be  had    Uved 
(orlv-onc  years,  and  of  them  reigned   sixteen, 
and  was  buried  in  the  sepulchres  of  the  kings; 
«nd  the  kingdom  came  to  his  son  Ahaz,  who 
proved   most   impious   to>vards   God,  and   a 
transgressor  of  the  laws  of  his  country.     He 
imitated  the  kings  of  Israel,  and  reared  altars 
in  Jerusalem,  and  offered  sacrifices  upon  them 
to  idols;  to  which  also  he  offered  his  own  son 
a=  a  burnt-offering,  according  to  the  practices 
of  the  Oanaanites.     His  other  acUons  were 
also  of  the  same  sort.     Now  as  he  was  going 
on  in  this  mad  course,  Rezin,  the  k>ng  of  Sy- 
ria and  Damascus,  and  Pekah,  the   king   of 
Israel   who  were  now  at  amity  one  wnth  an- 
other, made  war  with  him;  and  w-hen  they  had 
driven  him  into  Jerusalem,  they  besieged  Uiat 
city  a  long  while,  making  but  a  small  pro- 
gress on  account  of  the  strength  of  its  walls; 
tnd  when  the  king  of  Syria  had  taken  the  city 
Elath     upon    the    Red    Sea.   and   had   slain 
the  inhabitants,  he  peopled  it  with  Syrians; 
and  when  he  had  slain  those  in  the  [other] 
garrisons,  and  the  Jews  in  their  neighbour- 
hood, and  had  driven  away  much  prey,  he  re- 
turned with  his  army  ba.k  to  Damascus    Now 
when  the  kin?  of  Jerusalem  knew  that  the 
Syrians  were   returned  home,  be,  supposing 


himself  a  match  for  the  king  of  I'^el.  drew 
out  his  armv  ag;unst  hi.n,  and  joining  battle 
with  him  was  beaten;  and  this  happened  be- 
cause God  was  angry  with  him,  on  account 
of  his  many  and  great  enormities.  Accord- 
inglv,  there  were  shiin  by  the  1^/^el.tes  o.« 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  of  his  men  that 
d  .y,  whose  general,  Amaziah  by  narae^  slew 
Zechariahthe  kings  son  m  his  conflict  with 
Ahaz,  as  weU  as  the  governor  of  the  kingdom, 
whose  name  was  Azricam.  He  "'f^""™ 
Elkanah,  the  general  of  the  troops  of  the  tnbc 
of  Judah,  into  captivity.  They  also  carried 
the  women  and  children  of  the  tnbe  of  Ben- 
jamin  captives;  and  when  they  had  gotten 
a  great  deal  of  prey,  they  returned  to  S»- 

""""""Vow  there  was  one  Obed,  who  was  » 
pro'phet  at  that  time  in  Samaria;  he  met  the 
Lrmy  before  the  city  walls,  and  wth  a  loud 
voice  told  them  that  they  had  gotten^  the  vic- 
tory not  by  their  own  strength, but  by  reason 
of  the    anger    God    had    against  king  Ahaz. 
\nd  he  complained  that  they  were  not  satis- 
fied with  the  good  success  they  had  had  agiunst 
him,  but  were  so  bold  as  to  make  raptives 
out  of  their  kinsmen  the  tribes  of  Judah  and 
Benjamin.     He   also   gave   them  counsel  to 
let  them  go  home  without  doing  them  any 
harm,  for  that  if  they  did  not  obey  God  herein 
they  should  be  punished.     So  the  people  of 
Israel   came  together  to  the   assembly,  and 
considered   of  these    matters,    when   a  man 
whose  name  was  Berechiah,  and  who  was  one 
of  chief  repuUtion  in  the  government,  stood 
up,  and  three  others  with  bim,  and  said,— 
1  "We  will  not  suffer  the  citizens  to  bring  these 
prisoners  into  the  city,  lesi  we  be  ali  destroyed 
hv  God-,   we  have  sins  enoupn  ot  our  ow-n 
tl'iat  we  have  comi.nttea  against  mm,  as  the 
1  prophets  assure  us;   nor  ougnt  we  tnere.jre 
to   introduce   the   practice   of  new  crimes. 
When  the  soldiers  heard  that,  they  permitted 
them  to  do  what  they  thought  best.     So  the 
forenamed  men  took  the  captives  and  let  them 
CO    and  took  care  of  them,  and  gave  them 
prorisions,  and  sent  them  to  their  own  coun- 
try, without   doing  them  any  harm      How- 
ever, these  four  went  along  with  them,  and 
conducted  them  as  far  as  Jericho,  ^^hlch  is 
„ot  far  from  Jerusalem,  and  returned  to  ba- 


3.  Hereupon  king  Ahaz,  hanng  been  so 
thoroughly  beaten  by  the  Israehtes.  sent  to 
Tiglath-Pileser,  king  of  the  Assyrians,  ana 
sued  for  assistance  from  h.m  m  his  war 
against  the  IsraeUtes,  and  Syrians  and  Da- 
u^scens,  with  a  promise  to  send  him  much 
money;  he  sent  him  also  great  presents  at  the 
same  time.  Now  this  king,  upon  the  recep- 
tion of  those  ambassadors,  came  to  as.is 
Ahaz,  and  made  war  upon  the  Syrians,  and 
laid  their  country  waste,  and  took  Dam-ascas 
by  force,  and  slew  Rezui  their  king  ad 
transpalnted  the  people  of  i^amascus  uito  tne 
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tTpp»r  Media,  and  brought  a  colony  of  As- 
synansj  and  planted  them  in  Damascus.  He 
ai^o  ati^ioted  the  land  of  Israel,  and  toolj: 
many  captives  out  of  it.  While  he  was  do- 
'ng  thus  with  the  Syrians,  king  Abaz  took  all 
the  gold  that  was  in  the  king's  treasures,  and 
the  silver,  and  what  was  in  the  temple  of 
God,  and  wliat  precious  gifts  were  there,  and 
he  carried  them  with  hira,  and  came  to  Da- 
mascus, and  pave  it  to  the  king  of  Assyria, 
according  to  his  agreement.  So  he  confessed 
that  he  owed  him  thanks  for  all  that  he  had 
done  for  him,  and  returned  to  Jerusalem.  Kow 
this  king  was  so  sottish  and  thoughtless  of 
what  was  for  his  own  good,  that  he  would 
not  leave  olf  worshipping  the  Syrian  gods 
when  he  was  beaten  by  them,  but  he  went  on 
in  worshipping  them,  as  though  they  would 
procure  bim  the  victory;  and  when  he  was 
beaten  again  he  began  to  honour  the  gods  of 
the  Assyrians;  and  he  seemed  more  desirous 
to  honour  any  other  gods  than  his  own  pater- 
nal and  true  God,  whose  anger  was  the  cause 
of  his  defeat:  nay,  he  proceeded  to  such  a 
degree  oi  despite  and  contempt  [of  God's 
worship],  that  he  shut  up  the  temple  entirely, 
and  forbade  them  to  bring  in  the  appointed 
sacriiices,  and  took  away  the  gifts  that  had 
been  given  to  it.  And  when  he  had  olTered 
these  indignities  to  God,  he  died,  having 
lived  thirty-sLx  years,  and  out  of  them  reigned 
sixteen ;  and  be  left  bis  son  Ilezekiah  for  his 
successor. 


CHAPTER  XIIL 

now  PEKAIl  DIED  BY  THE  TBEACIIERY  OF  IIO- 
SHEA,  WHO  WAS  A  LITTLE  AFTER  SUBDUED 
BY  SI1.\LUAN£S£B;  AND  UOW  IIEZEKIAII 
BEIGNED  INSTEAD  OF  AHAZ;  AND  WHAT 
ACTIONS  OF  riETY  AND  JUSTICE  HE  DID. 

§  1.  About  the  same  time  Pekah  the  king  of 
Israel  died,  by  the  treachery  of  a  friend  of 
his,  whose  name  was  Hoshea,  who  retained 
the  kingdom  nine  years'  time;  but  was  a 
wicked  man,  and  a  despiser  of  the  divine 
worship:  and  Shalmaneser,  the  king  of  As- 
syria, made  an  expedition  against  l.im,  and 
overcame  him  (which  must  have  been  because 
he  had  not  God  favourable  nor  assistant  to 
bim),  and  brought  him  to  submission,  and  or- 
dered him  to  pay  aa  appointed  tribute.  Now 
in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  Hoshea, 
Hezekiah,  the  son  of  Ahaz,  began  to  reign  in 
Jerusalem;  ard  his  uiotlier's  name  was  .\bi- 
jab,  a  citizen  of  Jerusalem.  His  nature  was 
good,  and  righteous,  and  religious;  for  when 
he  came  to  the  kingdom,  he  iliought  that  no- 
thing was  prior,  or  more  necessary,  or  more 
adv:uitageous,  to  himself  and  to  his  subject?, 
than  to  worsliip  God.  Accuril'tigly,  he  called 
the  people  together,  and  the  priests,  and_  the 


Lerites,  and  made  a  speech  to  them,  nni 
said,  —  "You  are  not  ignorant  how,  by  til 
sins  of  my  father,  who  transgressed  that  si 
cred  honour  which  was  due  to  God,  you  bavt 
had  experience  of  many  and  great  miseries 
while  you  were  corrupted  in  your  m'nd  lij 
hira,  and  were  induced  to  worship  those  whirl 
he  supposed  to  be  gods:  I  exhort  you,  there 
fore,  who  have  learned  by  sad  experience  how 
dangerous  a  thing  impiety  is,  to  put  that  iin. 
mediately  out  of  your  memory,  and  to  purify 
yourselves  from  your  former  pollutions,  and  to 
open  the  temple  to  these  priests  and  Levite 
who  are  here  convened,  and  to  cleanse  it  witi 
the  accustomed  sacriiices,  and  to  recover  all 
to  the  ancient  honour  which  our  tathers  paid 
to  it ;  for  by  this  means  we  may  render  Go' 
favourable,  and  he  will  remit  the  anger  h* 
hath  had  to  us." 

'2.  When  the  king  bad  said  this,  the  priests 
opened  the  temple;  and  when  they  had  set 
in  order  the  vessels  of  God.  and  cast  out  what 
was  impure,  they  laid  the  accustomed  sacri- 
fices upon  the  idtar.  The  king  also  sent  to 
the  country  that  was  under  him.  and  calU  •! 
the  people  to  Jerusalem  to  celebrate;  the  feast 
of  unleavened  bread,  for  it  had  been  intermitted 
a  long  time,  on  account  of  the  wickedness  uf 
the  forementioned  kings.  He  also  sent  to  the 
Israelites,  and  exhorted  them  to  leave  off  their 
present  way  of  living,  and  to  return  to  their 
ancient  practices,  and  to  worsnip  God,  for 
that  be  gave  them  leave  to  come  to  Jerusalem, 
and  to  celebrate,  ail  in  one  body,  the  least  of 
unleavened  bread;  and  this  be  said  was  by 
way  of  invitation  only,  and  to  be  done  of  their 
own  good- will,  and  for  their  o\\'n  advantage, 
a:id  not  out  of  obedience  to  him,  because  it 
would  make  them  happy.  But  the  Israelites, 
upon  the  coming  of  the  ambassadors,  and 
upon  their  laying  before  them  what  they  had 
in  charge  from  their  own  king,  were  so  far 
from  complying  therewith,  that  they  laughed 
the  ambassadors  to  scorn,  and  mocked  theui 
as  fools:  as  also  they  affronted  the  prophets 
who  gave  them  the  same  exhortations,  and 
foretold  what  they  would  suffer  if  they  did 
not  return  to  the  worship  of  God,  insomuch 
that  at  length  they  caught  them,  and  slew 
them;  nor  did  this  degree  of  transgressing 
sullice  them,  but  they  had  more  wicked  con- 
trivances than  what  have  beeu  described:  not 
did  they  leave  off,  before  God,  as  a  punish- 
ment for  their  impiety,  brought  them  under 
their  enemies: — but  of  that  more  hereafter. 
However,  many  there  were  of  the  tribe  of 
Manasseh,  and  of  Zebulon,  and  of  Issachar, 
who  were  obedient  to  what  the  prophets  ex- 
horted them  to  do,  and  returned  to  the  wor- 
ship of  God.  Kow  all  these  cume  running 
to  Jerusalem,  to  Hezekiah,  that  tbcy  vni^Ui 
worship  God  [there]. 

3.  M'lien  these  men  were  come,  king  Ilez..'- 
kiah  went  up  into  the  temple,  with  the  lulers 
and   all   the  peopl-:,  and  offered  fur  l>ic<u:ll 
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Kvca  bulb,  and  as  many  rams,  mth  seven  I 
lauibs,  and  as  niMV  kids  of  the  goats       iUe 
k.i.^  also  UirnseL^  and  the  rulers    laid  tbeir 
baiuls  on   the   heads   of  the   sacrifices,   and 
pc.-nntl«d  the  priests  to  complete  the  sacred 
Tfticei  about  them.     So  they  both  sWw  the 
».,iiSee*  and  burnt  the  bumt-ofTenngs  whUe 
the   Leviles  stood  round  about  them,   with 
their  musical  instruments,  and  sang  hymns  to 
God,  and  played  on  tlieir  psalteries   as  they 
were  Instructed  bv  David  to  do,  and  this  while 
the  rest  of  the  priests  returned  the  music,  and 
ouiided  the  trumpets  which  they  had  in  their 
vids:    and   when  this  was  doi.e,_  the  king 
and    the  multitude   liirew  themselves  down 
upon  their  faces,  and  worsuipped  God.      IK 
Zo    sacrirtced    seventy    buiLs    one    hundred 
rams,    and    two    uiiiidrea    lambs.       He    al^ 
granted  the  multitude  siu-rifices  to  feast  upon, 
,ix  hundred  oxen,  and  tavee  tbous^iiid  other 
cattle;  and  the  priesU  peiioimed  all  tUuig» 
according  to  the  iaw.     Now  the  King  was  so 
pleased  hereivitn.  tnat  he  feasted  inth  the  peo- 
ie  and  returned  thinks  to  Uod;  but  as  the 
eait  of  unleavened  bread  «as  now  come,  when 
they  bad  oflered  that  sacrifice  which  is  caUeU 
the  Pa-^sovc,  tuey  alter  that  olkred  other  sa- 
enlices  for  seven  d3ys.      When  the  king  bad 
bestowed  on  the  raulUtuUe.  besides  what  the) 
wnctitied  of  themselves,  two  thousand  bulls. 
and  seven  tcousand   other  caUle,  the   same 
thing  was  done  ov  the  rulers;  tor  they  gave 
them  a  thousanil' bulls,  and  a  thousand  and 
tbrtv  other  catt.e.    Nor  ha<l  this  festival  been 
60  well  observed  from  the  days  of  king  Solo- 
mon, as  it  was  now  first  observed  with  great , 
splendour  and  magniticcnce;    and   when  the  | 
festival  was  ended,  they  went  out  into  the 
country,  and  purged  it;  and  cleansed  the  city  i 
of  aU  the  pollution  of  the  idols.     The  king 
aUo  gave  order  that  the  daily  sacrifices  should 
be  offered,  at  his  own  charges,  and  accordmg  I 
to  the  law;  and  appointed  that  the  tithes  and 
the  first-fruits  should  be  given  by  the  mul- 
titude to  the  priests  and  Levites,  that  they 
mi-ht  constantly  attend  upon  divine  service, 
a,.d  never  be  t-ikeu  off  from  the  worship  of 
God       Accordinglv.  the  multitude  brought 
to-ether  all  sorts  of  their  fruiU  to  the  priests 
and  the  Levites.    The  king  aUo  made  g;arners 
and  receptacles  for  these  fruits,  and  distributed 
them  to  every  one  of  the  priests  and  Levitcs 
and  to  th^ir  children  and  wives;  and  thus  did 
they  return  to  their  old  form  of  di«ne  wor- 
ship     Now  whffn  the  king  had  settled  these 
matters  after  the  manner  already  desenbed 
he  made  war  upon  the  Philistines   and  beat 
them,  and  possessed  himself  of  all  the  enemy  s 
a'i-s    frim  Gara  to  Oath;   but  the  king  of 
AscvHi  sent  to  him,  and  threatened  to  over- 
tun;  all  his  dominions,  unless  he  would  pay 
him   tbe   tri-iute  which   his   father   paid  him 
f„-n.T'.y;    b'it  king    Hezekiah  was  not  con- 
«T--<<  at  bis  thrcitenings,  but  depended  on 
Uj  piety  towards  God,  and  upon  Uaiah  the 
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prophet,  bv  whom  he  inquired,  and  accurately 
knew,  all  future  events:— and  thus  mucD  shafi 
suffice  for  the  present  concermiig  tuis  kiiig 
Hezekiah. 


CH-^PTER  XIV. 

HOW  SHALMASESEETOOK  SAMAKIA  BY  FORCE, 
AND  HOW  HE  TUANSrLANTED  THE  TEN 
TUlBES  INTO  MEDIA,  AND  BSOUGHT  THE 
NATION  OF  THE  CUTHEANS  INTO  THEia 
COLNTRV  [IN  THEia  BOOm]. 

i  1    When  Shalmaneser,  the  king  of  Assyria, 
had"  it  told  him,  that  [Hoshea]   the  king  ot 
Israel  had  sent  privately  to  So,  the  king  of 
Effvpt,  desiring  his  assistance  agai»t  him,  he 
wts    very   angry,   and    made    an    expedition 
against  Samaria,  in  the  seventh  year  of  the 
reigi.  of  Iloshea;  but  when  he  was  not  ad- 
mitted [into  the  city]  by  the  king,    he  be- 
sieged Samaria  three  years,  and   took  it  by 
force  in  the  ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  Iloshea. 
aud  in  the  seventh   year  of  Hezekiah,  king 
of  Jerusalem,  and  quite  demolished  the  govern- 
ment of  the    IsraeUtes,   and  transplanted  aU 
the   people   into   Media   and    Persia,   among 
whonVhe  took  king  Uoshea  alive;  and  when 
he  had  removed  these  people  out  of  this  their 
Uuid,  he  transpUnted    other   nations   out  of 
Cuthah,  a  place  so  called  (for  there  is  [stUlJ 
!  a  river  of  that  name  in  Persia),  into  Samaria, 
I  und  into  the  country  of  the   IsraeUtes.     bo 
I  the  ten  tribes  of  the  Israelites  were  removed 
out  of  Judea,  nine  hundred  and  forty-seven 
'  years  after  their  forefathers  were  come  out  of 
the  land  of  Eg>Tt.  and  possessed  themselves 
of  this  country,  but  eight  hundred  years  after 
Joshua  had  been  their  leader,  and  as  I  have 
already  observed,  two  hundred  and  forty  years, 
seven  months,  and  seven  days,  after  they  had 
revolted   from    Rehoboam,    the  grandson  of 
David,  and  had  given  the  kingdomto  Jero- 
boam     Ajid  such  a  conclusion  overtook  the 
UraeUtes,    when  they   had  transgressed  the 
laws,  and  would  not  hearken  to  the  prophets, 
who  foretold  that  this  calamity  would  come 
upon  them,  if  they  would  not  leave  off  their 
etil  doings.     What  gave  birth  to  these  evJ 
doings,  was  that  sedition  which  they  raised 
againsi    Rehoboam.   the  grandson  of  David^ 
when  they  set  up  Jeroboam,  his  ?"vant  to  be 
'  their  king,  who,  by  sinmng  agamst  God,  and 
br^i-g^tem  to  imitate  his   bad  example, 

h.t  ft  waJ  no  «ii?  improbable  but  Ihat  parents,  and 

SE^^rr:.r;;a^^rsS 

former  menlion«l  J»r.    I.I.  9.   A"?^^"-  '='^1^ 
KcL  4;  and  Ibe  laller.  i  Kiugs  vu  .»— » 
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made  God  to  be  tLeir  pnemy,  while  Jeroboam 
nnderwent  that  punishment  which  he  justly 
deserved. 

2.  And  now  the  king  of  Assyria  invaded 
all  Syria  and  Phoenicia  in  a  hostile  manner. 
The  name  of  this  king  is  also  set  down  in  the 
archives  of  Tyre,  for  he  made  an  expedition 
against  Tyre  in  the  reign  of  Eluleus;  and 
Menander  attests  to  it,  who,  when  he  wrote 
his  Chronology,  and  translated  the  archives  of 
Tyre  into  the  Greek  language,  gives  us  the 
following  history:  —  "One  whose  name  was 
Eluleus,  reigned  thirty-six  years:  this  king, 
upon  the  revolt  of  the  Citteans,  sailed  to 
them,  and  reduced  them  again  to  a  submis- 
fion.  Against  these  did  the  king  of  Assyria 
send  an  army,  and  in  a  hostile  maimer  over- 
run all  Phoenicia,  but  soon  made  peace  with 
them  all,  Aid  returned  back ;  but  Sidon,  and 
Ace,  and  Palstyrus,  revolted;  and  many 
other  cities  there  were  which  delivered  them- 
selves up  to  the  king  of  Assyria.  Accord- 
ingly, when  the  Tyrians  would  not  submit  to 
him,  the  king  roturneil,  and  fell  upon  them 
again,  while  the  Phoenicians  had  furnished 
him  with  threescore  ships,  and  eight  hundred 
men  to  row  them;  and  when  the  Tyrians  had 
come  upon  them  in  twelve  ships,  and  the  ene- 
my's ships  were  dispersed,  they  took  five 
hundred  men  prisoners;  and  the  reputation 
of  all  the  citizens  of  Tyre  was  thereby  in- 
creased; but  the  king  of  Assyria  returned, 
and  placed  guards  ai  their  rivers  and  aque- 
ducts, who  should  hinder  the  Tyrians  from 
drawing  w-ater.  This  continued  for  live  years ; 
and  still  the  Tynans  oore  the  siege,  and  drank 
of  the  water  they  had  out  of  the  wells  they 
dug."  Ana  trjs  is  what  is  written  in  the 
Tynan  archives  concerning  Snalmaneser,  tie 
king  of  Auyns. 


3.  But  now  the  Cutheans,  who  removed 
into  S:unaria  (for  that  is  the  Dame  they  have 
been  called  by  to  this  time,  because  they  were 
brought  out  of  the  country  called  Ciithah. 
which  is  a  country  of  Persia,  and  there  is  & 
river  of  the  same  name  in  it),  eaci  of  them, 
according  to  their  nations,  which  were  in 
number  five,  brought  their  own  gods  into  Sa- 
maria, and  by  worshipping  them,  as  was  the 
custom  of  their  own  countries,  they  provoked 
.\linighty  God  to  be  angry  and  displeased 
at  them,  fur  a  plague  seized  upon  them,  h^ 
which  they  were  destroyed;  and  when  they 
found  no  cure  for  their  miseries,  they  learned 
by  the  oracle  that  they  ought  to  worship  Al- 
mighty God,  as  the  method  for  their  deliver- 
ance. So  they  sent  anibassadors  to  the  king 
of  Assyria,  and  desired  him  to  send  them 
some  of  those  priests  of  the  Israelites  whom 
he  had  taken  capti%-e.  Aiid  when  he  there- 
upon sent  them,  and  the  people  were  by  them 
fciught  the  laws,  and  the  holy  worship  of  God, 
they  worsliip|K-d  him  in  a  respectful  manner, 
and  the  plague  ceased  immediately;  and  in- 
deed they  continue  to  make  use  of  the  vt^ry 
same  cu>toms  to  this  very  time,  and  are  called 
in  the  Hebrew  tongue  Cutheans;  but  in  the 
Greek  Samaritans.  And  when  they  see  tb« 
Jews  in  prosperity,  they  pretend  that  they 
are  changed,  and  allied  to  them,  and  caU 
them  kinsmen,  as  though  they  were  derived 
from  Joseph,  and  had  by  that  means  an  ori- 
ginal alliance  with  them:  but  when  they  see 
them  tailing  into  a  low  condition,  they  say 
they  are  no  way  related  to  them,  and  that  the 
Jews  have  no  right  to  expect  any  kindness  or 
marks  of  kindred  from  them,  but  they  declare 
that  they  are  sC'jouroers,  that  con.e  frcn:  olbci 
countKts.  Put  cS  izeie  v, e  jhill  javc  a  rrcie 
seasonable    opportuoit;  to  discourse  hereafter. 
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CHAPTER  L 

now  SENNACHERIB  MADE  AN  EXPEDITION 
AGAINST  HEZEKIAH;  WHAT  THBEATENINGS 
RABSHAKEH  MADE  TO  HEZEKIAH  WHEN 
SENNACHERIB  WAS  GONE  AGAINST  THE 
EGYPTIANS;  HOW  ISAIAH  THE  PKOPHET 
ENCOUnAGED  HIM;  HOW  SENNACUEIIIB, 
HAVING  FAILED  OF  SUCCESS  IS  EGYPT,  KE- 
TUllNED  THENCE  TO  JERUSALEM;  AND 
HOW,  UP.IN  HIS  FINDING  HIS  ARMY  DE- 
STROYED, HE  HETUENED  HOME;  AND  WHAT 
BEFELL  HIM  A  LITTLE  AFTERWARD. 

§  I.  It  was  now  the  fourteenth  year  of  the 
government  of  Hezckiah,  king  of  the  two 
tribes,  when  the  king  of  Assyria,  whose  name 
wag  Sci'.nacherib,  made  an  expi'lition  against 
him  witn  a  great  army,  and  took  all  the  cities 
of  the  tribes  of  Juduii  and  Benjamin  by  force; 
and  whcii  he  was  ready  to  bring  his  army 
■gainst  Jerusaieni,  Hezekiah  sent  ambassa- 
dors to  hiin  beforehand,  and  promised  to  sub- 
mit, and  pay  what  tribute  he  should  appoint. 
Hereupon  Sennacherib,  when  he  heard  of 
what  olfers  the  ambassadors  made,  resolved 
not  to  proceed  in  the  war,  but  to  accept  of 
the  proposals  that  were  made  him:  and  if  he 
might  receive  three  hundred  talents  of  silver, 
and  thirty  talents  of  gold,  he  promised  that 
he  would  depart  in  a  friendly  manner ;  and 
he  gave  sei'urity  upon  oath  to  the  ambassii- 
dors  that  he  would  then  do  him  no  harm,  but 
go  av.ay  as  he  came.  So  Hezekiah  submit- 
ted, and  emptied  his  treasures,  and  sent  the 
money,  as  supposing  he  should  be  freed  from 
Ms  enemy,  ajid  from  any  farther  distress 
about  his  kingdom.  Accordingly,  the  As- 
cvrian  king  took  it,  and  yet  had  no  regard 
to  what  he  bad  promised;  but  while  he  hini- 
fcelf  went  to  the  war  against  the  Egyptians 
and  Ethiopians,  he  left  his  general  Rabshakeh, 
wid  two  other  of  his  principal  coinin;inders, 

witli  gre^t  torces,  to  destroy  Jerusalem.  Tlie 
n.>ii>es   lit   ilif  two  other  commaiiders   were 

i  ui  tan  and  Kabsaru. 


2.  Now  as  soon  as  they  were  come  before 
the  walls,  they  pitched  their  camp,  and  sent 
messengers  to  Hezekiah,  and  desired  that 
they  might  speak  with  him;  but  he  did  not 
himself  come  out  to  them  for  fear,  but  he 
sent  three  of  his  most  intimate  friends;  the 
name  of  the  one  was  ICliakim,  who  w-is  over 
the  kingdom,  and  Shebna,  and  doah  the  re. 
cordur.  So  these  men  came  out,  and  stood 
over  against  the  coiiimanders  of  the  Assyrian 
army;  and  wben  Uabsliakeh  saw  them,  he 
bade  them  go  and  speak  to  Hezekiah  in  the 
manner  following:  —  That  Sennacheril),  the 
great  king,*  desires  to  know  of  him,  on  whom 
it  is  that  he  n-lies  and  ilepends,  in  flying  from 
his  lord,  and  will  not  hear  him,  nor  admit 
his  army  into  the  city  ?  Is  it  on  account  of 
the  Egyptians,  and  in  hopes  that  his  army 
would  be  beaten  by  them?  Whereupon  he 
lets  him  know,  that  if  this  bo  what  he  expects, 
he  is  a  fooli>h  man,  and  like  one  who  leans 
on  a  broken  reed ;  while  such  a  one  will  not 
only  fall  down,  but  will  have  his  hand  pierced 
and  hurt  by  it.  That  he  ought  to  know  he 
makes  this  expedition  against  him  by  the  will 
of  Uod,  who  hath  granted  this  favour  to  him, 
that  he  shall  overthrow  the  kingdom  of  Israel, 
and  that  in  the  very  same  manner  he  shall 
destroy  those  that  are  his  subjects  also.  AVhen 
llabshakeh  had  made  this  speech  in  the  He- 
brew tongue,  for  he  was  skilful  in  that  Ian- 
guage,  Eliakim  was  afraid  lest  tlie  multitude 
that  heard  him  should  be  disturbed;  so  he 
desired  him  to  speak  in  the  Syrian  tongue. 
But  the  gen.-ral  understanding  what  he  meant, 
and  iierc-eiviiig  tlie  fear  that  he  was  in,  he 
made  his  answer  with  a  greater  and  a  louder 
voice,  but  in  the  Hebrew  tongue;  and  said, 
that  "since  they  all  heard  what  were  the 
king's  commands,  they  would  consult  their 
own  advantage  in  delivering  up  themselves 
to  us;  for  it  is  plain  that  both  you  and  your 

•  This  nnetif 'iTrat  Kini:.  '»"••!>  '»  '>U"*  Initi*-^  t:f  KiDgt 
iviti.  I'J,    Isa.    \-  I)   ami    lifi'   '"  ,l..»i-pliiiN  i»  III* 

very  Mine  tliat   HiT..'Kitus  i,'iv**9  tins  S«onacheribi   M 
i  tipanbeim  takM  LOticc  oo  tbii  pUce. 


270 


AKTIQLiriLS  OF  THE  JEWS. 


BOOK   X. 


king  dissuaded  the  people  from  submitting  b_\ 
rain  hopes,  and  so  induce  theoa  to  ^e^ist;  but 
If  you  be  courageous,  and  think  to  drive  our 
forces  away,  lam  ready  to  deliver  to  you  two 
^ousand  of  these  horses  that  are  with  nie  for 
your  use,  if  you  can  set  as  many  horsemen 
on  their  backs,  and  show  your  strength;  but 
what  you  have  not,  you  cannot  produce. 
Why,  therefore,  do  you  delay  to  deliver  up 
vourselves  to  a  superior  force,  who  can  take 
you  without  your  consent?  although  it  will 
be  safer  for  you  to  deliver  yourselves  up  vo- 
luntarily, while  a  forcible  capture,  when  you 
are  beaten,  must  appear  more  dangerous,  and 
will  bring  farther  calamities  upon  you." 

3.  When  the  people,  as  well  as  the  ambas- 
sadors, heard  what  the  Assyrian  commander 
said,  they  related  it  to  Hezekiah,  who  there- 
upon put  off  his  royal  apparel,  and  clothed 
himself  with  sackcloth,  and  took  the  habit  of 
a  mourner,  and,  after  the  manner  of  his  coun- 
try, he  fell  upon  his  face,  and  besought  God, 
an<i  entreated  him  to  assist  them,  now  they 
had  no  other  hope  of  relief.  He  also  sent 
some  of  his  friends,  and  some  of  the  priests, 
to  the  prophet  Isaiah,  and  desired  that  he 
would  pray  to  God,  and  offer  sacrifices  for 
their  common  deUverance,  and  so  put  up 
supplications  to  him,  that  he  would  have  in- 
dignation at  the  expectations  of  their  enemies, 
and  have  mercy  upon  his  people,  ^nd  when 
the  prophet  had  done  accordingly,  an  oracle 
came  from  God  to  hiui,  and  encouraged  the 
king  and  his  friends  that  were  about  him; 
and  foretold,  that  their  enemies  should  be 
beaten  without  fighting,  and  should  go  away 
in  an  ignominious  maimer,  and  not  with  that 
insolence  which  they  now  show,  for  that  God 
would  take  care  that  they  should  be  de- 
stroyed. He  also  foretold  that  Sennacherib, 
the  king  of  Assyria,  should  fail  of  bis  purpose 
against  Egypt,  and  that  when  he  came  home, 
be  should  perish  by  the  sword. 

4.  About  the  same  time  also  the  king  of 
Assyria  wrote  an  epistle  to  Hezekiali,  in 
which  be  said  he  was  a  foolish  man  in  sup- 
posing that  he  should  escape  from  being  his 
servant,  since  he  had  already  brought  under 
many  and  great  nations;  and  he  threatened, 
that,  when  he  took  him,  he  would  utterly 
destrov  him,  unless  he  now  opened  the  gates, 
and  willingly  received  bis  army  into  Jerusa- 
lem. When  he  had  read  this  epistle,  he  de- 
spised it,  on  account  of  the  trust  that  he  had 
in  God;  but  he  rolled  up  the  epistle,  and  laid 
it  up  within  the  temple;  and  as  be  made  his 
farther  prayers  to  God  fur  the  city,  and  for 
the  prescrviition  of  all  the  people,  the  pro- 
ohet  Isaiah  said,  that  God  had  heard  his 
prayer,  and  that  he  should  not  at  this  time 
be   besieged   by  the   king  of  Assyria;'  that, 

•  What  Jos«'j)hnii  says  here,  how  Isaiah  the  prophet 
a.'iRi'reJ  Hrzt^kiah.  that  "al  this  lime  he  should  oot  he 
hpsi^gt-d  h>  lb(*  king  ol'  Assyria;  that  fur  the  fuuire  le 
fni^ht  W  secure  of  not  being  at  ail  disturbfd  by  him  ; 
Uid  that  [aJterward!  Ibe  people  might  go  on  peaceably. 


tor  the  future,  he  might  be  secure  of  not 
being  at  all  disturbed  by  him;  and  that  the 
people  might  go  on  peaceably,  and  without 
fear,  with  their  husbandry  and  other  atfairs; 
but  after  a  little  while,  the  king  of  Assyria, 
when  he  had  failed  of  his  treacherous  designs 
agiiinst  the  Egyptians,  returned  home  with- 
out success  on  the  following  occasion :  —  He 
spent  a  long  time  in  the  siege  of  Pelusium, 
and  when  the  banks  that  he  had  raised  over 
against  the  walls  were  of  a  great  height,  and 
when  he  was  ready  to  make  an  immediate  as- 
sault upon  them,  but  heard  that  Tirhaka,  king 
of  the  Ethiopians,  was  coming,  and  bringing 
great  forces  to  aid  the  Egyptians,  and  was 
resolved  to  march  through  the  desert,  and  so 
to  fall  directly  upon  the  Assyrians,  this  kinf 
Sennacherib  was  disturbed  at  the  news;  ami, 
as  I  said  before,  left  Pelusium,  and  returned 
back  without  success.  Now  <»nceming  this 
Sennacherib,  Herodotus  also  says,  in  the  se- 
cond book  of  bis  histories,  how  "this  king 
came  against  the  Egyptian  king,  who  was  the 
priest  of  Vulcan;  and  that  as  he  was  besieg- 
ing Pelusium,  he  broke  up  the  siege  on  the 
following  occasion: —  This  Egyptian  priest 
prayed  to  God,  and  God  heard  his  prayer, 
and  sent  a  judgment  upon  the  Arabian  king." 
But  in  this  Herodotus  was  mistaken  when 
he  called  this  king  not  king  of  the  Assyrians, 
but  of  the  Arabians;  for  he  saith,  that  "  a 
multitude  of  mice  gnawed  to  pieces  io  one 
night  both  the  bows  and  the  rest  of  the  ar- 
mour of  the  Assyrians ;  and  that  it  was  on 
that  account  that  the  king,  when  he  bad  r.o 
bows  left,  drew  olf  bis  army  from  Pelusium." 
And  Herodotus  does  indeed  give  us  this  his- 
tory; nay,  and  Herosus,  who  wrote  of  the 
atfairs  of  Cbaldea,  makes  mention  of  this  king 
ISeniiacherib,  and  that  he  ruled  over  the  Assy- 
rians, and  tliat  he  made  an  expedition  against 
all  Asia  and  Egypt;  and  says  thus:f 

5.  *'  aSow  when  Sennacherib  was  return- 
ing from  his  Egyptian  war  to  Jerusalem,  he 
found  his  army  under  Ilahshakeh  bis  general 
in  danger  [by  a  plague],  for  God  had  sent  a 
pestilential  distemper  upon  his  army;  and  on 
the  very  first  night  of  the  siege,  a  hundred 
fourscore  and  five  thousand,  with  their  cap- 
tains and  generals,  were  destroyed.  So  the 
king  was  iu  a  great  dread,  and  in  a  terrible 
agony  at  this  calamity;    and  being  in  great 

and  without  Sear,  with  their  husbandry,  and  other  affairs,'* 
is  more  dislinr*  in  our  other  copies,  bolbofthekin^sand 
i>f  Isaiah,  and  deserves  very  preal  coD5tderaIii>n.  Tli« 
vords  ate  tliese;  —  "This  shall  be  a  sign  unto  thee:  S'e 
.hall  eat  this  year  siirh  as  growelh  of  itself:  and  the  se. 
'■und  year  that  which  springelb  of  Ibe  same;  and  in  the 
Uird  year  sow  je.  and  reap,  and  plant  vineyards,  and  eal 
le  fruil  tliersof"  (2  Kings  xix.  UOi  Isa.  xxxvii,  30); 
vhicb  seem  to  me  plainly  to  design  a  Sabbatic  year,  a 
'  ear  ol  jubilee  next  alter  it,  and  the  surceediog  usurtl  la- 
liuurs  and  fruits  of  Ibem  on  the  third  and  following  years. 
+  That  this  terrible  calamity  of  the  slautilit^r  tit  the 
IK^IXK)  Assyrians  is  here  deliveied  in  the  witnls  of  He- 
rosus  the  Chaldean;  and  that  it  was  certainly  and  fr». 
qiieiiily  foieloli]  by  the  Jewish  prophets;  and  Ibal  il  wa» 
certainly  and  undeniably  acctwiiplisbed,  see  AutbeaL 
Kec  Part  u.  page  U6&        \    .«!..',    j.   ...ii  ;ia;  .- i 
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fear  for  his  whole  army,  he  fled  vv-itlT  the  rest 
of  his  forces  to  his  own  kingdom,  '"^^  to  h^ 
c  ty  Nme.eh;  a.>a  when  he  h»d  abode  there 
a  little  while,  he  was  treacherously  assaulted, 
tntl  Id   by  the   hands  of  his  ^Wer  sons 
Adrammelech  ^  Seraser.  a..d  w^  sU^  "' 
W,i  oOTi  temple,  which  was  caUed  Ara»Le. 
N^w  Sese  si.s  of  his  were  driven  away,  on 
fccouat  of  the  murder  of  their  father  by  the 
cilzens,  and  went  into  Armenia,  while  As- 
tirachoddas  tool:  tie  kingdom  of  Sennache- 
%:■     And  this  proved  to  be  the  concluMon 
ef  this  Assyrian  expeditio..  affouist  the  peo- 
pie  of  Jerusalem. 
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'  CHAPTEa  IL 

BOW  HEZEKIAH  WAS  SIC..,  AND  "'^f  " 
DIE,  AND  HOW  GOD  BESTOWED  UPON  HIM 
FIFTEEN-  YEARS  LONOta  LIFE  [AND  SL- 
CUaED  THAT  PHOM.Se],  BV  THE  GOING 
BACK  OF  THE  SHADOW  TEX  BECaEES. 

«   I     Xow  Hezekiah  being  thus  delivered   af- 
ter a  surprising  manner,  from  the  dread  he 
"as  i.^  offered  thaii-otferu^s  to  G*"!.  *f 
all  his  people;  because  nothuig  else  had  de- 
itroyed^ne  of  their  enemies,  and  ma.le  the 
rest  so  fearful  of  undergoing  t lie  same  fate 
that  they  .leparted  from  Jerusalem,  but  that 
iivine  alistance:  yet,  while  he  was  very  .ea- 
lous  and  dUigent  about  Uie  worship  of  OoU. 
M  he  soon  afterwards  fall  ...to  a  severe  dis- 
te.nper.t  insomuch,  that  the   physicians   de- 
spaired of  him.  and  expected  no  good  issue 
ol  his  sK-kness.  as  Heither  did  his  frauds:  a.id 
i.e=a.U=s  the  distemper  itself,  there  was  a  very 
niel.in.holy  circu.n^taiice  that  d,.^r.lered  the 
Ling,  which  was  the  consideration  that  he  wa. 
cl..l.ik*s,  and  was  going  to  d.e,  and  leave  his 
house  a..d  his  gover.une.,t  "■"^""' ^  ^""^^f  ff^ 
of  his  own  bo<ly:  so  ho  was  txouWed  at  the 
thoughts  of  this  his  conditioiu  and  himented 
bi..*lf.  and  entreated  of  Gon  .<i-t.^'^ J"^ 
prolo.«  his  life  for  a  little  wh.le  t.H  he  had 
Lme  rinldren.  and  not  suffer  h..„  to  depart 
this  l.fe  before  he  was  become  a  father,    liu-e- 
upo..  God  had  mercy  upon  l-}"'.  "'"1,  J^^'JP^j 
a  his  supplication,  because  the  trouble  he  wa. 


under  at  his  supposed  death  was  not  because 
he  was  soon  to  leave  the  advantages  he  en- 
joyed in  the  kingdom;  nor  did  he  on  that  ac- 
count  pray  that  he  might  have  a  longer  life 
afforded  him,  but  in  order  to  have  sons,  that 
might  receive  the  government  af^r  him.    -Ind 
God  sent  Isaiah  the  prophet,  and  commanded 
him  to  inform  Hezekiah,  that  wnthin  three 
days-  time  he  should  get  dear  of  his  distem 
ner.  and  should  survive  it  fifteen  years,  and 
that  he  should  have  cUldren  also.     >ow  up- 
on  the  prophet's  saying  this  as  God  had  com- 
manded him,  he  could  hardly  beheve  it,  both 
on  account  of  the  distemper  he  was  under, 
which  ^vas  very  sore,  and  by  reason  of  the 
surprising  nature  of  what  was  told  him;  so 
be  deared  that  Isaiah  would  gire  him  some 
sign  or  wonder,  that  he  might  beheve  him  ui 
what  he  had  said,  and  be  sensible  that  he  came 
from  God:  for  things  that  are  beyond  expec- 
tation, and  greater  than  our  hopes   are  made 
credible  by  actions  of  the  bke  nature.     And 
when  Isaiah  bad  asked  him  what  sign  be  de- 
sired to  be  exhibited,  he  desired  th»t  he  would 
make  the  shadow  of  the  sum  which  be  had 
already  made  to  go  down  ten  steps  [or  de- 
grees] in  his  house,  to  return  again  to   the 
tame  placet  and  to  make  it  ^it  »"*  Ijf  f^- 
And  when  the  prophet  prayed  to  God  to  ex- 
hibit this  sign  to  the  king  he  saw  w-hat  he 
desired  to  see,  and  was  freed  from  his  distem- 
per, and  went  up  to  the  temple,  where  he  wor- 
'  Uiippc-a  God  ar.d  made  vows  to  bim. 

2  At  this  time  it  was  that  the  dominion  of 
the  Assyrians  was  overthrown  by  the  Medes  ;S 
but  of  these  things  I  shall  treat  elseMiere. 
But  the  king  of  Babylon,  whose  na.ne  «..s 
Baladum  sent  ambassadors  to  Hezekiah  wi.h 
presents,  and  desired  he  would  be  his  ally  and 
I  ks  friend-     So  he  received  the  ambassadors 


.  W.  .te  b«e  to  t.U  uotiw.  that  li«s*  l"0  »"•  of 

''"nrrs'-ati-all  our  copies.  P'-^  0.yloVnes.  of 

f  ■'"ff""'-,     j..mic«ioo of  Scr.imrbwli'! army, bc- 

""^'A'^n^^l^otS^"  »"«'  ""  fir»l«*ault.a«  h« 

•"'  T.rAmb.ra.id  Es)pt.  where  he  pushed  h.s 

■""•  ^IZ  ,he  U^.n.h  ^°  of  his  ra^i..  since  chronolosy 

t"  "r,!.'  ""  h^'a"''"  firs,  a^sanl.  of  SennLhenh  was 
ft.,„,nnlln.  »n""-  Heiekiah:  hot  the  desiriictinn 
"^^iSe'S'^r.,  w"  ""^  Use^hlcuth  year. 


J  As  to  Hi.  ieCTf«»  of  <'««>"'''"•  5''*'""''°"  IT' 
,1,'|  or  t.i".eps  oftiK-  royal  palace  huilt  by  ^hal.whe  1." 
fliaLortnes    K  miraculous  reTolutioi. 

??hS^ai£k""--  ^^^-^"H 

r'^'I^heiaoVStrono.Sr,  w.U  natumlly  ioch.je  to  the 
UM„  hr,4l«sis.  Jlowever,  it  must  be  Bole<^tUat  Jo,.- 
^h  ,"«•.«  t^  have  umie-stood  it  o>'>"^\^"'»"  «!  P'-, 
S,ril^do-  that  m«  shadow  waa  acceleniled  m  much  at 

never  happeoed.  *""/i';^j'^7  ^ut  either  wen.  or  at 
not,  it  seems,  pecu haj  ">  ■'"'""•  J  ^,,pe,rs  by  a  Chron. 
least  beard  of.  .t  Babylon  J^^  '^/^'P^J|'^„i/„  .^bas- 
x«iL  31.  where  «c  jaru  "ba'  the  n     )^^^^  ^^.^^^  ,^ 

,bisdes,ruc..onof^e  Assyr^au  arn,y,^         ^.^^  ^^^^^^^^ 

As^ynan  ''"P".'- '"T'^ikV Assyrian  vote,  and  set  up 
they  *'»'"«''"""  "^'"VwJ   ye?rt  wi  some  lice  he- 

1  Babjioman  empire,  aoJ-ootS"")'"*  .,.^ri^    j4J 
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gladly,  and  made  them  a  feast,  and  showed 
them  his  treasures,  and  his  armoury,  auo  the 
other  wealth  he  was  possessed  of,  in  precious 
stones,  and  in  gold,  and  gave  them  presents 
to  be  carried  to  Baladan,  and  sent  them  back 
to  him.  Upon  whicB  the  prophet  Isaiah  came 
to  him,  and  inquirea  of  him  whence  tl-ose 
nmbassadors  came:  to  which  he  replied,  that 
they  came  from  Babylon,  from  the  king;  and 
that  be  had  showed  them  all  he  had,  that  by 
the  sight  of  his  riches  and  forces  he  might 
thereby  guess  at  [the  plenty  he  was  in],  and 
be  able  to  inform  the  king  of  it.  But  the 
pro,ji-.et  rejci.ned,  Eiid  said,  —  "Know  thou, 
that,  after  a  little  while,  these  riches  of  thine 
shall  be  carried  away  to  Babylon,  and  thy 
posterity  shall  be  made  eunuchs  there,  and 
lose  their  manhood,  and  be  servants  to  the 
king  of  Babylon;  for  that  God  foretold  such 
things  would  come  to  pass."  Upon  which 
words  Hezekdah  was  troubled,  and  said,  that 
he  was  himself  unwilling  that  his  nation 
should  fall  into  such  calamities;  yet,  since  it 
is  not  possible  to  alter  what  God  had  deter- 
mined, he  prayed  that  there  might  be  peace 
while  he  lived.  Berosus  also  makes  mention 
of  this  Baladan,  king  of  Babylon.  Now  as 
to  this  prophet  [Ismah],  he  was,  by  the  con- 
fession of  all,  a  divine  and  wonderful  man  in 
speaking  truth;  and  out  of  the  assurance  that 
he  had  never  written  what  was  false,  he  wrote 
down  all  his  prophecies,  and  left  them  behind 
him  in  books,  that  their  accomplishment  might 
be  judged  of  from  the  events  by  posterity. 
Nor  did  this  prophet  do  so  alone;  but  the 
others,  which  were  twelve  in  number,  did  the 
same.  And  whatsoever  is  done  among  us 
whether  it  be  good,  or  whether  it  be  bad, 
conies  to  pass  according  to  their  prophecies; 
but  of  every  one  of  these  we  shall  speak  here- 
■aer. 


CHAPTER  III. 

HOW  MANASSEH  REIGNED  AFTER  HEZEILAH; 
AND  HOW,  WHEN  HE  WAS  IN  CArTIVITY,  HE 
RETURNED  TO  GOD,  AND  WAS  RESTORED  TO 
HIS  KINGDOM,  AND  LEFT  IT  TO  [HIS  SON] 
AMON. 


§  1.  When  king-  Hezekiah  had  survived  the 
interval  of  time  already  mentioned,  and  had 
dwelt  all  that  time  in  peace,  he  died,  having 
completed  tifty-four  years  of  his  Ufe,  and 
reigned  twenty-nine.  But  when  his  son  Ma- 
nasseh,  whose  mother's  name  was  Hephiibah, 
of  Jerusalem,  had  t»ken  the  kingdom,  he  de- 
parted from  the  conduct  of  his  father,  and 
fell  into  a  course  of  life  quite  contrary  there- 
to, and  showed  himself  in  his  manners  most 
wicked  in  all  respects,  and  omitted  no  sort  of 
iniDiety,  but  imitated  those  transgressions  of 
Xbn  Ursciitas,  by  the  camnussion  of  which 


against  God.  they  had  been  destroyed;  for  b* 
was  so  hardy  as  to  defile  the  temple  of  God, 
and  the  city,  and  the  whole  country;  for,  by 
setting  out  from  a  contempt  of  God,  he  bar- 
barously slew  all  the  righteous  men  that  were 
among  the  Hebrews;  nor  would  he  spare  the 
prophets,  for  he  every  day  slew  some  of  them, 
till  Jer:.salem  was  overflown  with  blood.  So 
God  was  angry  at  these  proceedings,  and  sent 
prophets  to  the  king,  and  to  the  multitude,  by 
whom  he  threatened  th^  very  same  calamities 
to  them  which  their  brethren  the  Israeutes, 
upon  the  hke  affronts  offered  to  God,  were 
now  under.  But  these  men  would  not  be. 
Ueve  their  words,  by  which  belief  they  might 
have  reaped  the  advantage  of  escaping  all 
those  miseries;  yet  did  they  in  earnest  learn 
that  what  the  prophets  had  told  them  was 
true. 

2.  And  when  they  persevered  in  the  same 
conrse  of  Ufe,  God  raised  up  war  against  them 
from  the  king  of  Babylon  and  Chaldea,  who 
sent  an  army  against  Judea,  and  laid  waste  the 
country ;  and  caught  king  Manasseh  by  trea- 
cher)',  and  ordered  him  to  be  brought  to  him, 
and  had  him  under  his  power  to  inflict  what 
punishment  he  pleased  upon  him.  But  then 
it  was  that  Manasseh  perceived  what  a  mise- 
rable condition  he  was  in,  and  esteeming  him- 
self the  cause  of  all,  he  besought  God  to  ren- 
der  his  enemy  humane  and  merciful  to  him. 
Accordingly,  God  heard  his  prayer,  and 
granted  him  what  he  prayed  for.  So  Manasseh 
was  released  by  the  king  of  Babylon,  and 
escaped  the  danger  he  was  in ;  and  when  he 
was  come  to  Jerusalem,  he  endeavoured,  if  it 
were  possible,  to  cast  out  of  his  memory  those 
his  former  sins  against  God,  of  which  be  now 
repented,  and  to  apply  himself  to  a  very  reli- 
gious Hfe.  He  sanctified  the  temple,  and 
purged  the  city,  and  for  the  remamder  of  his 
days  he  was  intent  on  nothing  but  to  return 
his  thanks  to  God  for  his  deliverance,  and  to 
preserve  him  propitious  to  him  all  his  life 
long.  He  also  instructed  the  multitude  to  do 
the  same,  as  having  >-cry  nearly  experienced 
what  a  calamity  he  was  fallen  into  by  a  con- 
trary conduct.  He  also  rebuilt  the  ahar,  and 
offered  the  legal  sacrifices,  as  Moses  com- 
manded; and  when  he  had  re-established 
what  concerned  the  divine  worship,  as  it  ougbl 
to  be,  he  took  care  of  the  security  of  Jerusa- 
lem: he  did  not  oi\ly  repair  the  old  walls 
with  great  diligence,  but  added  another  wall 
to  the  former.  He  also  built  very  lofty  towers, 
and  the  garrisoned  places  before  the  city  he 
strengthened  not  only  in  other  respects,  but 
with  provisions  of  all  sorts  that  they  wanted; 
and  indeed,  when  he  had  changed  his  former 
course,  he  so  led  his  life  for  the  time  to  come, 
that  from  the  time  of  his  return  to  piet)  to 
wards  God,  he  was  deemed  a  happy  man,  nnd 
a  pattern  for  imitation.  When  therefore  he 
had  hved  sixty-seven  years,  he  departed  this 
,life,  having  reigned  fifty-five  years,  and  wm 
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biiried  in  his  own  garden;  and  the  kingdom 
oune  to  hi^  son  Ainon,  whose  mother's  name 
iras  Meshulemeth,  of  the  city  of  Jotbath. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

EOW  AMCS  REIGNED  INSTEAD  OF  MANAS3EII; 
AND  AFTER  AMON,  HLIGNED  JOSIAH;  HE 
WAS  BOTH  RIGHTLOUS  AND  aLLIGIOUS. 
AS  ALSO  CONCERNING  HULDaH  THE  PRO- 
PHETESS. 

§  I.  This  Amou  imitated  those  works  of  his 
father  which  be  insolently  did  when  he  was 
young:  so  he  hud  a  conspirjicy  miide  a^fainst 
him  by  his  own  servants,  and  was  slain  in  his 
own  house,  when  he  haii  lived  twenty-four 
yearly,  and  of  them  had  reig^ned  two;  but  the 
multitude  punished  those  that  slew  Amon, 
and  buried  him  with  his  father,  and  gave  the 
kingdom  to  his  sun  Josiab,  who  was  eight 
years  ohi.  His  mother  was  of  the  city  of 
fioseath,  and  her  name  was  Jedidah.  He 
was  of  a  most  exceU..'nt  disposition,  and 
iiaturuUy  virtuous,  and  followed  the  actions 
of  king  David,  us  a  p^tttcrn  and  a  rule  to  him 
in  tlie  whole  conduct  of  his  life;  and  when 
he  was  tweUe  years  old  he  gave  demonstra- 
tions of  his  religious  and  righteous  betiaviour; 
for  he  bruui^ht  the  people  to  a  sober  way  of 
living,  Hnd  exhorted  them  to  leave  olf  the  opi- 
nion they  had  of  their  idols,  because  they  were 
not  gods,  but  to  worship  their  own  Ciod;  and 
by  reflecting  on  the  actions  of  his  progenitors, 
he  prudently  corrected  what  they  did  wrong, 
like  a  very  elderly  man,  and  like  one  abun- 
i!antly  able  to  understand  what  was  tit  to  be 
done;  and  what  he  found  they  hud  well  done, 
be  observed  all  the  country  over,  and  imitated 
the  same;  and  thus  he  acted  in  following  the 
ui^dom  and  sagacity  of  his  own  nature,  and 
in  compUance  with  the  advice  and  instruction 
of  the  elders;  tor  by  following  the  laws  it 
was  that  he  succeeded  so  well  in  the  order  oi 
his  government,  and  in  piety  with  regard  to 
the  divine  worship;  and  this  happened  be- 
cause the  transgressions  of  the  former  kings 
were  seen  no  more,  but  quite  vanished  away; 
for  the  king  went  about  the  city,  and  the 
whole  country,  and  cut  down  the  groves, 
which  were  devoted  to  strange  gods,  and  over- 
threw their  altars;  and  if  there  were  any  gifts 
dedicated  to  them  by  his  forefathers,  he  made 
them  ignominious,  and  plucked  them  down ; 
and  by  this  me. ins  he  brought  the  people  back 
from  their  opinion  about  them  to  the  worship 
of  God.  He  also  offered  his  accustomed  sa- 
critices  and  burnt-offerings  upon  the  altar. 
Moreover,  he  ordained  certain  judges  and 
overseers,  that  they  might  order  the  matters 
to  them  severally  belonging,  and  have  regard 
to  justice  above  all  things,  and  distribute  it 
with  tae  same  concern  they  would  have  about 


their  own  soul.  He  also  sent  over  all  the 
country,  and  desired  such  as  pleased  to  bring 
gold  and  silver  for  the  repairs  of  the  temple, 
according  to  every  one'*  inclinations  and  abi- 
lities; and  when  the  money  was  brought  in, 
he  made  one  Maaseiah  the  governor  of  the 
city,  and  Shaphan  the  srril>e,  and  Joah  the  re- 
corder, and  Ehakim  the  hitjh-priest,  curator 
of  the  temple,  and  of  the  charges  contrilmtfil 
thereto;  who  made  no  delay,  nor  put  the  work 
off  at  all,  but  prepared  architects,  and  what- 
soever was  proper  for  those  repairs,  and  set 
closely  about  the  work.  So  the  temple  u-as 
repaired  by  this  means,  and  became  a  public 
demonstration  of  the  king's  piety. 

2.  Hut  when  he  was  now  in  the  eighteenth 
year  of  his  reign,  he  senl  to  Kliakim  the  high- 
priest,  and  gave  order,  that  out  of  what 
money  was  overplus,  he  should  rast  cups,  and 
dishes,  and  vials,  for  ministration  [in  the  tem- 
ple]; and  besides,  that  they  should  bring  all 
the  gold  or  silver  which  was  among  the  trea- 
sures, and  expend  that  also  in  making  cups 
and  the  like  vessels;  but  as  the  high-prie'^t 
was  bringing  out  the  gold,  he  lighted  upon  the 
holy  books  of  Moses  that  were  laid  up  in  the 
temple;  and  when  he  had  brought  them  out, 
he  gave  them  to  Shn[dian  the  scribe,  who, 
when  he  had  read  them,  came  to  the  king, 
and  informed  him  that  all  was  finished  which 
he  had  ordered  to  be  done.  He  also  read 
over  tlie  books  to  hifn,  who,  when  he  Iiad 
heard  thnm  rend,  rent  his  garment,  and  called 
for  Kliakim  the  high-priest,  and  for  [ShapbatiJ 
the  scribe,  and  for  certain  [other]  of  his  mo*t 
particular  friends,  and  sent  llirm  to  Huhiah 
the  prophetess,  the  wife  of  Shallum  (which 
Sfaalluni  was  a  man  of  dignity,  and  of  un 
eminent  family),  and  hade  them  go  to  her  and 
say  that  [he  desired]  she  would  appease  God, 
and  endeavour  to  render  him  propitious  to 
them,  for  that  tlierc  was  cause  to  fear  lest, 
upon  the  transgression  of  the  laws  of  i^ioscs 
by  their  forefathers,  they  should  be  in  peril 
of  going  into  captivity,  and  of  being  cast  out 
of  their  own  country;  lest  they  should  be  in 
want  of  all  things,  and  so  end  their  days  mi- 
serably. When  the  propi)etess  had  beard  this 
from  the  messengers  that  were  sent  to  her  by 
the  king,  she  bade  them  go  back  to  the  king, 
and  say,  that  God  had  jdready  given  sentence 
against  them,  to  destroy  the  people,  and  cast 
them  out  of  their  country,  and  deprive  them 
of  all  the  happiness  they  enjoyed;  which  sen- 
tence none  could  set  aside  by  any  prayers  of 
theirs,  jiuice  it  was  passed  on  account  of  their 
i  transgressions  of  the  laws,  and  of  their  not 
having  repented  in  so  long  a  time,  while  the 
prophets  had  exhorted  them  to  amend,  and 
had  foretold  the  punis-hments  that  would  ensue 
on  their  impious  practices;  which  threatening 
God  would  certainly  execute  upon  them,  that 
they  might  be  persuaded  that  he  is  God,  and 
had  not  deceived  them  in  any  respect  as  to 
what  he  had  denounced  by  his  prophets;  th&t 
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)ret,  because  JosiaL  was  a  righteous  man,  he 
.would  at  present  delay  those  calamities,  but 

that,  after  his  death,  he  would,  send  on  the 
.multitude  what  miseries  he  had  determined 

for  them. 

3.  So  these  messengers,  upon  this  prophecy 
of  the  woman,  came  and  told  it  to  the  king; 
whereupon  he  sent  to  the  people  everywhere, 
and  ordered  that  the  priests  and  the  Levites 
should  come  together  to  Jerusalem  ;  and 
comuKinded  that  those  of  e»ery  age  should  be 

•present  also;  and  when  they  were  gathered 
together,  he  first  read  to  them  the  holy  books; 
after  which  he  stood  upon  a  pulpit,  in  the 
midst  of  the  multitude,  and  obliged  them  to 
make  a  covenant,  with  an  oath,  that  they 
would  worship  God,  and  keep  the  laws  of 
SIoscs.  Accordingly,  they  g-.ive  their  assent 
willingly,  and  undertook  to  do  what  the  king 
hud  recommended  to  them.  So  they  imme- 
diately offered  sacrifices,  and  that  after  an  ac- 
ceptable manner,  and  besought  God  to  be 
gracious  and  merciful  to  them.  He  also  en- 
joined the  high-priest,  that  if  there  remained 
in  the  temple  any  vessel  that  \^'us  dedicated 
to  idols,  or  to  foreign  goiU,  tlicy  -ihouUl  ca-.! 
it  out;  so  when  a  great  nnniln-r  of  «fich  ves- 
sels were  got  together,  he  burnt  them,  and 
scattered  their  ashes  abroad,  and  slew  the 
.priests  of  the  idols  that  were  not  of  the  family 
of  Aaron. 

4.  And  when  he  had  done  thus  in  Jerusa- 
I'Mii,  he  came  into  the  country,  and  utterly 
destroyed  what  buildmgs  hud  been  made 
tlierein  by  king  Jeroboam,  in  honour  of 
strange  gods:  and  he  burnt  the  bones  of  the 
frilse  prophets  upon  that  altar  which  Jero- 
lioim  lirst  built;  and  as  the  prophet,  [Jadon], 
u  ht)  came  to  Jeroboam.  \\  hen  he  was  otFering 
etacritice.  and  when  all  the  people  heard  him, 
foretold  what  would  come  to  pass,  viz.  that 
a  certain  man  of  the  house  of  David,  Josiah 
by  name,  should  do  what  is  here  mentioned. 
And  it  happened  that  those  predictions  took 
cirict  after  three  hundred  and  sixty  one  years. 

.7.  .\fter  these  things,  Josiah  went  also  to 
such  other  Isnielites  as  had  escaped  captinty 
and  slavery  under  the  Assyrians,  and  per- 
suaded them  to  desist  from  their  impious 
practices,  and  to  leave  off  the  honours  they 
I'rnd  to  strange  gods,  but  to  worship  rightly 
tlieir  own  Almighty  God,  and  adhere  to  him. 
He  also  searched  the  houses,  and  the  villages, 
and  the  cities,  out  of  a  suspicion  that  some- 
body might  have  one  idol  or  other  in  private; 
nay,  inileed,  he  took  away  the  chariots  [of 
the  Sun]  that  were  set  up  in  his  royal  pa- 
lace,"   which   his   predecessors    had   framed, 

•  It  is  bard  to  reconcitt  the  accoont  in  the  second 
book  of  Kings  (ch.  '(xiiv.  1 1)  n  ab  lliis  acrount  in  Jose- 
pbus  and  tu  translate  Ihis  pa.-^saice  trul)  in  Jusephus, 
wliose  copies  are  supposed  to  be  here  imperfect.  How- 
ever, the  generat  sense  of  both  seems  lo  be  tliis:  —  That 
Ibeie  were  certain  cliariots.  with  their  horses.  dedic4ited 
to  the  idul  ol  the  Sun.  or  lo  .Mol  ch.  wliich  idol  might 
^  carried  aboot  in  proccs«ioti.  asd  worsbifrped  by  the  i 


and  what  thing  soever  there  was  bosides 
which  they  worshipped  as  a  god.  And  tvh^n 
he  had  thus  purged  all  the  country,  be  calJed 
the  people  to  Jerusalem,  and  there  celebrated 
the  feast  of  unleavened  bread,  ami  that  called 
the  Passover.  He  also  gave  the  people  for 
paschal  sacrilices,  young  kids  of  the  goats, 
and  lambs,  thirty  thousand,  and  three  thou- 
sand oxen  for  burnt-offerings.  The  princi- 
pal of  the  priests  also  gave  to  the  prie^t3 
against  the  passover  two  thousand  and  six 
hundred  lambs;  the  principal  of  the  Levites 
also  gave  to  the  Levites  five  thousand  Iambs, 
and  five  hundred  oxen,  by  which  means  there 
was  great  plenty  of  sacrifices;  and  they  of- 
fered these  sacrifices  according  to  the  laws  of 
Moses,  while  every  priest  explained  the  mat- 
ter, and  ministered  to  the  multitude.  And 
indeed  there  had  been  no  other  festival  thus 
celebrated  by  the  Hebrews  from  the  times  of 
Samuel  the  prophet;  and  the  plenty  cf  sacri- 
fices now  was  the  occasion  that  all  things 
were  performed  according  to  the  laws,  and 
according  to  the  custom  of  their  fnret;itliei-s. 
So  wlien  Josiah  had  after  this  lived  in  peace, 
nay.  in  riches  and  reputation  also,  ainf>ng  all 
men,  he  ended  hia  life  in  the  manner  follONving. 


CHAPTER  V. 

how  josiah  four.ht  with  nkco  (  ktso  ot 
Egypt],  and  was  woi;ndp.d  a\o  died  ik 
a  little  time  afterward.*;  as  also 
how  neco  carried  jkiloah.tz.  who  had 
been  made  ktsr,.  into  egypt.  and  de- 
livered the  kinodom  to  jehoiakim: 
AND  [lastly],  CONCERNINC,  JERKMI\H 
AND  Er.EKIEL. 

§  1.  Now  Neco,  king  of  Epvpt,  raiseo  su 
army,  antl  marched  to  the  rivtr  Euphrates, 
in  order  to  fight  with  the  Mefles  and  tiaby- 
lonians,  who  had  overthrown  toe  dominion  of 
the  Assyrians,!  for  he  had  a  desire  to  reign 
over  Asia.  Now  when  he  was  come  to  the 
city  Slendes,  which  belonged  to  the  kingdom 
of  Josiah,  he  brought  an  armv  to  binder  him 
from  passing  through  his  own  country,  in  his 
expedition  against  the  Medes.  Now  Neco 
sent  a  herald  to  Josiah,  and  told  him,  that  he 
had  not  made  this  expedition  against  him, 
but  was  making  haste  to  Euphrates;  and  de- 
sired that  he  would  not  provoke  him  to  fight 
against  him,  because  he  obstructed  his  march 

people;  which  chariots  were  now  **  talten  away,"  as  Jo- 
seplius  savs.  or,  as  the  book  of  Kings  sa^s,  "  burnt  wiUi 
(ire.  by  Josiati.^' 

+  This  is  a  reraartiahle  passafre  of  chronolopy  in  Jose- 
phus.  Ihatahoiit  the  latter  end  of  the  leicn  of  Jo^iab, 
the  .Medes  and  Uahylooians  overllirew  Ihe  empire  ci" 
the  Assyrians;  or.  in  the  words  of  Tobit's  contititiatrr, 
that  "before  Tobias  died,  he  heard  of  the  des'ntrtiTn 
of  .Nineveh,  which  was  tal,en  by  Nehuchodonoser  th« 
Babylonian,  and  AsEuertis  Ibe  .Mede  "  I'ub.  XIT.  lt\  :jf« 
Deao  Prideanx's  CoonexioD,  at  Iba  year  'IS. 
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to  (he  p\ace  whither  he  had  re.olved  to  t,o 
Uat  JoLh  did   not  a,ln,it  of  tb,s  ad v  ce  ot 
Keco,  b>.t  put  himself  into  a  posture  to  h    - 
der   bin,   from   his  intended   march       1   sui - 
pose  it  was  fate  that  pushed  h.m  on  to    h 
conduct,  that  it  might  t.ke  an  occasion  .gan  ^t 
him:  for  as  be  was  setting  h,s  army  in  arraj , 
,nd  rode  about  in  his  chariot     trom  one  win.- 
of  his  armv  to  another,  one  of  the  Egyptian- 
shot  an  arrow  at  bim,  and  put  an  end  to  h.> 
eaf;er,H-ss    for    fightini?;     for,     hemR    sorely 
wounded,    he   commanded   a   -'-»'   '?    ';^ 
mounded  forbisBrn,y,and  ''^""f^"/"'^' 
s.lem.   and    died  ot    <!-'    """"''=    »'"'"'^ 
„,a«„iacenUy  buried  in  .be  sepu.clm.  of  h  . 
fathers,  when  he  had  l.vcl  th,rty..,.„e  jears 
and  of  them  bad  reign.cl  thirty-one.      lUit  all 
the  people  mourned  greatly  for  h.m,  lamct- 
,n,.  and  grieving  on  his  arcou..t  many  .lays; 
and  Jeremiah  the  prophet  '•"-P";';;';'"  *  ^^-^ 
,„  lament  him.t  which  .s  extant  t.ll  this    .me 
aUo      Moreover,  this  prophet  denounced  be- 
forehand the  sad  calamities  that  were  com...g 
upon  the  citv.      He  also  left  behind  hl.n  .n  , 
Jr.ling.  a  description  of  that  rf«'"f  .x"'  « 
our  ..at.o.i  whi.-h  has  l.itely  h..ppe>.cd  in  our 
da-.s,  and  the  taking  of  Babylon;  nor  was  he 
the  only  prophet  who  .ielivered  such  predic- 
tions beforehand   to  the   multitude:    but  so 
did  Ezekiel  also,   who  was  the  first  person 
that  wrote,  and   lelt  beh...d  him  .n  writing 
two  books  concerning   these   events,      ^o^v 


a  tribute  upon  the  land  of  a  hundred  talents 
of  silver,  and  a  talent  of  gold:  and  this  sum 
of  monev  Jehoiakim  paid  by  way  of  tribute; 
but  Neco  carried  away  Jehoahai  ...to  Egypt, 
whero.  he  died,   when  he  had  re.gned  tnree 

mouths  «,.d  ten  ^^^v'-  .N"*  .^^"'''t  r" 
mother  w.us  called  Zebudah,  of  the  city  Ru- 
mali  He  was  of  a  wicked  disposition,  and 
readv  to  do  .nischief :  nor  was  he  either  rell 
pious  tow-ards  God.  or  good-natured  to«ard 
men. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


these  two  propoets  were  priests 


bv 


now  NEBUCHADNEZZAR,  WHEN  HE  H.VD 
Cl.Vyll  KKD  THE  KIN.-,  OF  EOVPT,  MADE  AN 
F.XPI.D1TIOS  AG.MNST  THE  JEWS.  AND 
SLEW  JEHOIAKIM,  AND  MADE  JEHOIACHtS, 
HIS  SOS,  KING. 

:;  1.   Now  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of 

jehoiakim,  one  whose  name  w..s  Nebuch.jd- 

nezzar  took  the  government  over  the  Babylo- 

nians,  who  at  the  same  time  went  up  w^th  a 

great  armv  to  the  city  Carcl.em.sh,  wh.ch  «•«» 

'  Ht  Euphrates,  upon  a  resolution  he  hiul  taken 

to  light   u-ith    Neco,  king  of  Egypt,   under 

whom  all  Syria  then  w-as.     And  when  Neco 

understood  the  intention  of  the  k.ng  of  Buby- 

„       v„^    Ion,  and  that  thLs  expedition  was  made  against 

.'rth    W   Imn.  be  did  not  despise  hi.  attempt,  but  umd« 

'"  '   •       ,,i  baste  with  a  great  band  ot  men  to  Euphra- 

"    tes  to  defend  himself  from  Nebuchadnezzar; 


wi. I  relate  11  in  ti5   ""'"-'  i ,         ,.  ,  v,,.in,,  n'Hi.;cil   over    l-.iipniaies,    .""•    •■•^ 

■^    l.pon   toe  d.a.n   of  Jo.iah,  wh.ch   we  b>  o  ■  P— ''   "^ V.l.......n.  excepting  Judea. 

have  already  mentioned,  his  *"". . •'<^''""^;'^  nt'vvhcn  Nebuchadnezzar  had  ahca.ly  reigi.- 
b»  name,  took  the  kingdom,  being  about  ^'^^  ^  ;^^  ,,,,,1,  „.^s  the  eighth  of  J.  .01- 
twentv.tnr-e  y.^rs  old  He  re.g.ied  n  Je-  ^f  "I '  ^^.^..^..^  over  the  Hebrews,  .he  king 
nisalero;  and  his  mother  was  Hamutal  of  "'^^"^  '  ^.,  „,,,,„„„  expedition  with  m.ghty 
the  cty  L.nnah.  He  was  an  .mp.ous  n.an,  °^  «"^;.^i„^,  ,t,  Jews, 'and  required  tribute 
,nd  impure  m  his  course  of  l.te;   but  as  the   "'/'I'' ,  ^^^  threatened,  0.1  his  refusal, 

ki:.g  of  Egypt  returned  from  the  battle  he  «en     of  J^hmak  m,^^._^^^  ^.  _^       ^^^  ^^.^^  ^ 
for  Jehoabaz  to  come  to  h.m  to  the  city  called  to  "  ake  -^  ^  ^;^  „.,th 

Hama,h4  which  be.o,,KS  to  Syria;  a..d  when  aUiis  threap         .  ^^^^  ^^^ute    he    was 

he  was  come,  he  put  h.m  .,1  bonds,  am    de-  money      a  ^,  ,  ^^^^^^ 

livered  the  kingdom  to  a  brother  "t  hi,  b>   ""l'^''  ^„    ^^^,  third    year,  upon  hearing 

the  fathers  side,   whose  na.ne  was  El.ak.n.         -■  ^^^  Bcibylonians  made  an  cx- 

and  changed  his  name  to  Jebo.ak.m,  and  laid    h^.^thc  ^__^^  ^^^  Egypt.ans,  he  did  not  W 
.  Thi'  baf>  i,  iu,.ly  e...em-cl  ih.  very  ,am.  il.a.  1,;^  tribute;     Vet  Was  he  disappointed  of  his 
Hero.1onn  (bonk  it.  »«-<-i  l«)  m«>i,..M,  «Wn  ;-•'»;;.  ,.     tj^    Egyptians  durst  not  hf,-htat  tms 

Jiat  -NcMo  joined  buul.  wiih  ih.-  >vnnn»  ["'  ■''"'I  ""pe,  lor  ^  >^     ^.>  nrotihct  Jeremiah  fore- 

ir.Mai:Jolu,„\M.6.dao]  and  Ueat  Iheo..-  a,  lir.  H„,.-  »„„«.     A..'l.ndeed  the  prophet  ^^^.^ 

'""/whe"  :r"/o^ph„„  rmm  »  Cbron.  «„v.    ^,.  h.,-   tohl  '^7^;;,"2,y^^'^";\  .^^  >W  th^e  citV  WOuld  be 

JJX."^^  „?,l,.L»n,ema.lao,of  Jeremiah.  ,..  I  hopes  from  Eg> P* .  a'>dj'    .    Jabylon,  and  Je- 

rt-^i^r'\i^-r;'r  i""'::"^f^^:a^:i^'-"'Pti!r::iers.  len  th.y  •--vt'.'ti:::; 

k:"a^.L't;.rJ,.^^'J..4v»•■■-''^rt'i.«iw'' concern  about  what  they  heard;   but  biam; 
BMr  the  Muae  bord.re,  Ihous*  long  'B"  """•>  S""™?"!- 1 
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dU  pleased  at  what  was  said,  as  if  the  prophet 
were  a  diviner  against  the  Ifing,  they  accused 
Jeremiah;  and  bringing  him  before  the  court, 
they  required  that  a  sentence  and  a  pujiisb- 
inent  might  be  given  against  him.  \t>w  all 
the  rest  gave  their  votes  tor  his  condemnation, 
but  the  elders  refused,  who  prudently  sent 
away  the  prophet  from  the  court  [of  the  pri- 
son], and  persuaded  the  rest  to  do  Jeremiah 
no  harm ;  for  they  said  that  he  was  not  the 
cnly  person  who  foretold  what  would  come 
to  the  city,  but  that  Micah  signi6ed  the  same 
before  him,  as  well  as  many  others,  none  of 
whom  suffered  any  thing  of  the  kings  that 
then  reigned,  but  were  honoured  as  the  pro- 
phets of  God.  So  they  molhtied  the  multi- 
tude with  these  words,  and  delivered  Jeremiah 
from  the  puiushment  to  which  he  was  con- 
demned. Now  when  this  prophet  had  written 
all  bis  prophecies,  and  the  people  were  fast- 
ing, and  assembled  at  the  temple,  on  the  ninth 
month  of  the  fifth  year  of  Jeboiakim,  he  read 
the  book  be  had  composed  of  his  predictions 
of  what  was  to  befall  the  city,  antt  the  temple, 
and  the  multitude;  and  when  the  rulers  heard 
of  it,  they  took  the  book  from  him,  and  bade 
bim  and  Barucb  the  scribe  to  go  their  ways, 
lest  they  should  be  discovered  by  one  or  other; 
but  they  carried  the  book,  and  gave  it  to  the 
king;  so  he  gave  order  in  the  presence  ol  bis 
friends,  that  his  scribe  should  take  it  and  read 
it.  When  the  king  heard  what  it  contained, 
be  was  angry,  and  tore  it,  and  cast  it  into  the 
fire,  where  it  was  consumed.  He  also  com- 
manded that  they  should  seek  for  Jeremiah 
and  Baruch  the  scribe,  and  bring  them  to  him, 
that  they  might  be  punished.  However,  they 
escaped  bis  anger. 

3.  Now,  a  httle  time  afterwards,  the  king 
of  Babylon  made  an  expedition  against  Je- 
boiakim, whom  he  received  [into  the  city], 
and  this  out  of  fear  of  the  foregoing  predic- 
tions of  this  prophet,  as  supposing  that  he 
should  suffer  nothing  that  was  terrible,  be- 
cause he  neither  shut  the  gates,  nor  fought 
(gainst  him;  yet  when  he  was  come  into  the 
city,  he  did  not  observe  the  covenants  he  bad 
made;  but  he  slew  such  as  were  in  the  flower 
of  their  age,  and  such  as  were  of  the  greatest 
dignity,  together  with  their  king  Jehoiakim, 
whom  he  commanded  to  be  thrown  before  the 
w-alls,  without  any  burial;  and  made  his  son 
Jehoiachin  king  of  the  country  and  of  the 
city:  he  aiso  took  the  principal  persons  in 
dignity  for  captives,  three  thousand  in  num- 
ber, and  led  them  away  to  Babylon;  among 
whom  was  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  who  H~as  then 
but  young.  And  this  w-as  the  end  of  king 
Jehoiakim,  when  he  had  lived  thirty-six  year?, 
and  of  them  reigned  eleven.  But  Jehoiachin 
succeeded  him  in  the  kingdom,  whose  mo- 
ther's name  was  Nehushta;  she  was  a  citizen 
of  Jerusalem.  He  reigned  three  months  and 
ten  days. 


CHAPTER  VIL 

THAT  THE  KING  OF  BABYLON  REPENTED  OW 
UAKINU  JEHOIACHIN  KINO,  AND  TOOK  HIM 
AWAY  TO  BABYLON,  AND  DELIVERED  THE 
KINGDOM  TO  ZEDE&IAU.  THIS  KING  WOOLD 
NOT  BELIEVE  WHAT  WAS  PREDICTED  hi 
JEKEMIAH  AND  EZEKIEL,  BUT  JOINED  Hl.M- 
SELF  TO  THE  EGYPTIANS;  WHO,  WHEN 
THEY  CAME  INTO  JCDEA,  WERE  VANQUISH- 
ED BY  THE  KING  OF  BABYLON;  AS  ALSO 
WHAT  BEFELL  JEREMIAH. 

§  I.  But  a  terror  seized  on  the  kuig  of  Ba- 
bylon, who  had  given  the  kingdom  to  Jehoia- 
chin, and  that  immediately ;  he  was  afraid 
that  he  should  bear  him  a  grudge,  because  of 
bis  killing  his  liither,  and  thereupon  should 
make  the  country  revolt  from  him  ;  where- 
fore he  sent  an  army,  and  besieged  Jehoiachin 
in  Jerusalem ;  but  because  he  was  of  a  gentle 
and  just  disposition,  he  did  not  desire  to  see 
the  city  endangered  on  his  account,  but  be 
took  ins  niuther  iind  kindred,  and  delivcreti 
them  to  the  commanders  sent  by  the  king 
of  Babylon,  and  accepted  of  their  oaths,  that 
[neither  should  they  sutfer  any  barm,  nor  the 
'city;  which  agreement  they  did  not  observe 
ifor  a  single  year,  for  the  king  of  Babylon  did 
I  not  keep  it,  but  gave  orders  to  his  generals 
to  take  all  that  were  in  the  city  captives,  both 
the  youth  and  the  handicraftsmen,  and  bring 
them  bound  to  bim:  their  number  was  ten 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two;  as 
also  Jehoiachin,  and  bis  mother  and  friends) 
and  when  these  were  brought  to  him,  he  kept 
them  in  custody,  and  appointed  Jehoiachin '? 
uncle,  Zedekiah,  to  be  king:  and  made  him 
take  an  oath,  that  he  would  certainly  keep  the 
kingdom  for  him,  and  make  no  innovation, 
jnor  have  any  league  of  friendship  with  the 
I  Egyptians. 

2.  Now  Zedekiah  was  twenty  and  one  >ear« 
old  when  he  took  the  government;  and  had 
the  same  mother  with  bis  brother  Jehoiakim, 
but  was  a  despiser  of  justice  and  of  his  duty; 
for  truly  those  of  the  same  age  with  bim  were 
wicked  about  him,  and  the  whole  multitude 
did  what  unjust  and  insolent  things  they 
pleased;  for  which  reason  the  prophet  Jere- 
miah came  often  to  him,  and  protested  to  him, 
and  insisted,  that  he  must  leave  off  his  im- 
pieties and  transgressions,  and  take  care  of 
what  was  right,  and  neither  give  ear  to  the 
rulers  (among  whom  were  wicked  men)  nor 
give  credit  to  their  false  prophets  who  deluded 
tbeTi.  as  if  the  king  of  Babylon  would  make 
no  more  war  against  bim,  and  as  if  the  Egyp- 
tians would  mnke  war  against  him,  and  conquer 
hi  111.  since  what  they  said  was  not  true;  and  the 
.vents  would  not  prove  such  [as  they  expect- 
i  c*].  Now  as  to  Zedekiah  hinnself,  .\liiie  he 
'  heard  the  prophet  speak,  be  believed  him.  uud 
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J  1  .„,!„  nvortlirow  the  citv,  and  that  they  should 
igroedto  everything  as  true   and  supposed  ]  ter^  overthrow  tb^      y  ^  ^^^^^^ 

?fwa.  for  bis  advantage;  but  then  ^^  fnen<    P^^     «  ^un  a.,d^  p    ^^^   y^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^ 

verted   him.  and  dissuaded  h.m  fom« ha      and  then  the  ^^^^^.^__^^^  ^^_^  overthrow 


•n    nun,  anu   ".■'  =  "—"■•      -  .        j, 

iht  prophet  advised,  and  obliged  b.m  to  ri  ■ 
'vh»t  thev  pleased.  Ezekiel  also  foretold  in 
Babylon  What  calamities  «;i.re  eoming  upon 
the  people.  «h>ch  when  he  heard,  he  sent  ac- 
counts of  them  unto  Jerusalem;  hut  Zole- 
kinh  did  not  believe  their  prophecies,  for  the 
reason  followi„g:-It  happened  that  the  two 
prophets  agreed  with  one  another  in  what  the 
P.  .     %>  _.L_.  .u:.,„.,   »!,»♦  the  cltvshoub 


(1  men  me  ■  ci^.o."=  

put  a,,  end  to  their  servitude.  ,nd  overthrow 
the  UabNionians;  "and  that  we  shall  be  dis- 
missed, and  return  to  this  land,  and  rebuild 
the  leuipU",  and  restore  Jerusalem.  ->>  hen 
Jeremiah  said  this,  the  greater  part  nelieved 
him:  but  the  rulers,  and  those  that  were 
wicked,  despised  him,  as  one  disordered  in 
his  senses.      Now  he  had  resolved  to  go  else- 


-  hetsagreed  withonear^therin  what^Uiey  ^^ --;„/-  -,„,„,,  „hich  was  called 
Jai.  as  in  all  other  things  that  thee,  yshmllrt^^h^^^  ^^^^^^^^  ^^ 

be  taken,  and  Zedek.ahhi.nself  should  b  t.ik  n  A  ;'  -  ^  "^,^  ^„j  ,,  be  was  going  one  of 
captive;  but  Ezekiel  disagreed  «■"' ^nn  ^m  '  ^  f^^^  „,^,j  ^im,  and  seized  upon  him,  and 
Jd.  that  Zedekiah  should  not  '^^J?^' >'""j^'^',;,"7hi^  {.,U,U.  as  though  he  were  going- 
while  Jeremiah  said  lo  h.m,  that  the  king  o     a«"*^  -j,^  liabylonians;  but  Jere- 


while  Jeremian  >..m  .-  ■■■• ,i,;,l,nr  in 

Babvlon  should  carry  him  away  thither  in 
bonds:  and  because  they  did  not  both  say 
the  same  thing  as  to  this  circumstance,  he 
disbelieved  what  they  both  appeared  to  agree 
fn  and  condemned"  them  as  not  speakinr 
truth  therein,  although  all  the  """E'  t^^-'^';' 
him  did  come  to  pass  according  to  their  pro- 
pli^cies,  as  we  shall  show  upon  a  htter  oppor- 

*"f-Now  when  Zedekiah  had  preserved  the 
league  of  mutual  assistance  he  had  "^^'^''^if 
the  Babylonians  for  eight  years,  he  brake 
and  revolted  to  the  Egyptians,  >"    '"P-;  >;> 
their  assistance,  of  overcoming  the  Bab    o 


accusen  nmi  lui-ti..  .■=.  -o-  »    i  . 

as  a  deserter  to  the  liaby  on.ans;  but  Jere- 
miah  said  that  he  accused  him  fblsely,  and 
added,  that  he  was  only  going  to  his  ONvn 
country;  but  the  other  would  not  believe  him. 
but  seized  upon  him,  and  led  him  away  to 
the  rulers,  and  laid  an  accusation  against 
him,  under  whom  he  endured  all  sorts  of 
torments  and  tortures,  and  w.as  reserveti  to 
be  puni-bed;  and  this  was  the  condition  he 

was  in  for  some  time,  while  he  suffered  what 

I  have  already  described  unjustly. 

4    Now   in  the  ninth  year  of  the  reign  ot 

Zedekiah,  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  tenth  month, 

the  king  of  Babylon  made  a  second  cxpeoitior. 


their  assistance,  u,  «.. f     T.uaon    k i.ewl  aeainst  Jerusalem,  and  lay  iieiore  n  e.^uuc... 

„ians.  When  the  >''"e  °f"''X\:d,  J  Months  and  besieged  it  with  the  utmost  ap- 
this,  he  n>»<'''^^-^'';"^Tl  f"HifiedTl  Son  There%ame  upon  them  also  two 
country  waste,  and  took  his  f°^  ''7'""  H^f  .^e  „,a,est  calamities,  at  the  same  time 
and  came  to  the  city  Jerusalem  itself  to  he-  |0I  tne  gri^ ^    ,„.„;,.„^rt   a  famine  and  a 


.iege  it;  but  when  the  king  of  Egyp    heard 
what    crcumstances    Zedekiah    his  ally   was 
n   he  took  a  great  army  with    iim,  and  came 
imo  Judea,  as  if  he   would  raise  the  siege: 
upon  which    the    king  of  Ba.^lon   depar  ed 
from  Jerusalem,  and  met  the   EgypfauN  ""'• 
joined    battle    with    «bem    and    beat    them 
ind  when  he    had    put   them    to    (1  ght    he 
pursued    them,  and    drove    them  out  of   all 
Syria.     Now  as  soon  as  the  king  of  Bahj- 
Ion  was  departed  from  Jerusalem,  the  lals. 
nronhets  deceived  Zedekiah,  and    said    that 
Te  k"g  of   Babylon  would    not    any  n.ore 
make  w-ar  against  him  or  his  people,  nor  re- 
move    hem^ut  of  their  own  country  into 
Sabylon:    and  that    those  then  ,n   captivity 
would  return,  with  all  those  ve»els  of  th= 


that  Jerusalem  was  besieged,  a  famine  and  a 
pestilential  distemper,  an,l  made  great  havoc 
of  them:  and  though  the   prophet  Jeretn.ah 
was  in  prison,  he  did  not  rest   but  cried  ou  , 
and  proclaimed  aloud,  and  exhorted    he  mul- 
titude   to   open    their    g-te^.  ""'',.«,''""'  ^'^^. 
king  of  Babylon,  for  that,  if  they  did  so,    hev 
.hould  be  preserved,  and  their  whole  famihes ; 
but  if  thev  did  not  so,  they  should  be  de- 
stroved;  a.id  he  foretold,  that  if  any  one  staul 
in  the  citv.  he  should  certainly  perish  by  one 
of  these  ■wavs,-either  be  consumed   by   tht 
famine,  or  slain  by  the  enemy  s  «^vord;  bu 
that  if  he  would  fly  to  the  enemy  he  should 
escape  death:   yet  did  not  these  rulers  who 
heard  believe  him.  even  when  they  were  in 
the  midst  of  their  sore  calamities;  but  they 


turn,  with  all  those  vetiels  of  the  the  >"  «;;»',  i'^^jin  theT  anger,  informed 
temple  of  which  the  king  of  Babylon  >>'"1  ^'.'"^^  "? '^^'T'  ^^-^^ 'said  and  accused  him. 
de  polled  that  temple.     But  Jeremiah  came    him   ^vha     Je      n.ah  sai.l  ^  ^^^^_^ 


him  wtiat  jereiiiiaii  so...,  . —  —- 
and  eomplai.icd  of  the  prophet  as  of  a  madman, 
and  one  that  di-heartened  their  minds  and 
by  the  denunciation  of  miseries.  «eakened 
the  alacrity  of  the  multitude,  who  were  other- 
W  read/ to  expose  themselves  to  dangers 
for  him.  and  for  their  country,  while  he,  in  a 


among    them,   and    prophesied  what  contra^ 

Sic.ed  those  predictions,  and  what  Proved  to 

he  true,  thai  they   did  ill.  -f^^^'^i'^J^,' 

king;  that  the  Egjptians  would  be  of  no  ad- 
vantage  to  them,  but  that  the  king  of  Baby- 
lon would  renew  the  war  against  Jerusalem, 
and  besiece  it  again,  and  would  destroy  the  ,„,    h„,  .,„  herr.that  Jeremi.->hjroplif».ed  not 

people  by' amine%nd  carry  away  those  that    j/^l^;  ,  te-'>'"tIr>''/M:K"-:?„\Tr 

Remained  into  captivity,  and  would  take  away  .i;i;v -'  /.-'.'-T'^r'  hc!rXM\n,  ..=  .e.npl..  and 
wl.a'  tlev  had  as  spoils,  and  would  ^"^  \i:j; ZcZlen,'^^''"- •-^''^  ^'^' ''''' ''V^.^L'i^ 
^fl'those^ches  that  were  in  the  temple;  nay,  —;'L„  J  t.  na.e.  S«.  ,U.  uou  ou  .»u*  b.  ». 
that,  beside,  this,  he  would  burn  it.  and  ut- 1  .h.  l.,.vt  a. 
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trey  of  threatening,  warned  them  to  fly  to  the 
enemy,  and  told  them  that  the  c.ty  ^bimlil 
certoiiily  he  taken,  and  he  utterly  destroyed. 

5.  But  for  the  kiiip  himself,  he  was  not  i.t 
ail  irritated  against  Jeremiah,  such  was  his  . 
senile  and  righteous  disposition;  yet,  that  he 
might  not  he  engaged  in  a  qu.irrel  with  those 
rulers  at  surh  a  time,  hy  opposing  what  they 
intended,  he  let  them  do  with  the  prophet 
whatsoever  they  would  :  whereupon,  « hen 
the  king  had  granted  them  such  a  permission, 
they  presently  came  into  the  prison  and  took 
bin',  and  let  him  dowii  with  a  cord  into  a  pit 
full  of  mire,  that  he  might  be  suffocated,  and 
die  of  himself.  So  he  stood  up  to  the  neck 
in  the  mire,  which  was  all  about  him.  and  so 
continued:  but  there  was  one  of  the  king's 
servants,  who  was  in  esteem  with  him,  an 
Ethiopian  by  descent,  who  told  the  king  «hut 
a  state  the  prophet  was  in,  and  said,  that  his 
friends  and  his  rulers  had  done  evil  in  put- 
ting the  prophet  into  the  mire,  and  by  that 
means  contriving  against  him  that  he  should 
sulTor  a  death  more  hitter  than  that  hy  bis 
bonds  only.  AVhen  the  king  heard  this,  be 
repented  of  his  having  delivered  up  the  pro- 
phet to  the  rulers,  and  hade  the  Ethiopian 
take  thirty  men  of  the  king's  guards,  and 
cords  with  them,  and  what>^oever  else  they 
understood  to  he  necessary  for  the  prophet's 
preservation,  and  to  draw  him  up  imme- 
diately. So  the  Ethiopian  took  the  men  that 
be  was  ordered  to  take,  and  drew  up  the  pro- 
phet out  of  the  mire,  and  left  him  at  liberty 
in  the  prison. 

6.  But  when  the  king  had  sent  to  call  him 
privately,  and  incjiiired  what  he  could  say  to 
him  from  God,  which  might  he  suitable  to  his 
present  circunistances.  aiul  desired  him  to  in- 
form him  of  it,  Jeremiah  replied,  that  he 
bad  somewhat  to  say;  but  be  said  withal,  he 
should  not  be  believed,  nor,  if  he  admonished 
them,  should  be  hearkened  to;  "  for,"  said  he, 
"thy  friends  have  determined  to  destroy  me, 
as  though  1  bad  been  guilty  of  some  wicked- 
ness: ar,d  where  are  now  those  men  who  de- 
reived  us,  and  said  that  the  king  ot  Babylon 
would  not  come  and  tight  against  us  any 
more?  hut  I  am  afraid  now  to  speak  the 
truth,  lest  thou  shouldcst  condemn  me  to 
die."  And  when  the  king  had  assured  him 
upon  oath  that  be  would  neither  himself  put 
him  to  death,  nor  deliver  him  up  to  the  rulers, 
he  became  bold  upon  that  assurance  that  was 
given  bim,  and  gave  him  this  advice; — That 
he  should  deliver  the  city  up  to  the  Baby- 
lonians; and  he  said,  that  it  was  God  who 
prophesied  this  by  bim,  that  [he  must  do  so] 
if  he  would  be  preserved  and  escape  out  of 
the  danger  he  was  i:..  and  that  then  neither 
should  tiie  city  fall  to  the  grouiul,  nor  should 
the  temple  be  burned;  hut  that  [if  he  dis- 
onoyed],  he  would  he  the  cause  of  these  mi- 
series couting  upoti  the  cinxens.  and  of  the 
calamity  that  would  befall    his  whole  house. 


When  the  king  heard  this,  he  said,  that  he 
would  willingly  do  what  he  persuaded  hiir.  to, 
and  what  he  declared  would  be  to  his  advan- 
tage,  but  that  he  was  afraid  of  those  of  his 
own  country  that  had  fallen  away  to  the  Ba- 
bylonians, lest  he  should  be  accused  by  them 
to  the  king  of  Babylon,  and  be  punished. 
I!ut  the  prophet  encouraged  him,  and  said  be 
b.id  no  cause  to  fear  such  puuishment,  for 
that  he  should  not  have  the  experience  of  any 
misfortune,  if  be  would  deliver  all  up  to  the 
Babylonians;  neither  himself,  nor  bis  children, 
nor  bis  wives,  and  that  the  temple  sbo;ild 
then  continue  unhurt.  So  when  Jerenii.ih  had 
said  this,  the  king  let  him  go,  and  charged 
him  to  betray  what  they  had  resolved  on  to 
none  of  the  citizens,  nor  to  tell  any  of  the.se 
matters  to  any  of  the  rulers,  if  they  should 
have  learned  that  he  had  been  sent  for,  and 
should  inquire  of  him  «  bat  it  was  that  he  was 
sent  for,  and  what  he  had  said  to  him;  but  to 
pretend  to  them  that  he  besought  him  that  he 
might  not  he  kept  in  bonds  and  in  prison. 
\nd  indeed  he  said  so  to  them,  for  they  came 
to  the  prophet,  and  asked  him  what  advice  it 
was  that  he  came  to  give  the  king  relating  to 
them:  and  thus  I  have  finished  what  con- 
cerns this  matter. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

HOW  THE  KING  OF  BABTI.O.S  TOOK  JERDSALrM 
AND  BUKNT  THE  TEMPLE,  AND  REMOVED 
THE  PEOPLE  OF  JERUSALEM  AKD  Z.EDE- 
KIAH  TO  HABVLOS.  AS  ALSO,  WWO  THEY 
W  ERE  THAT  HAD  SlCCEEPEn  IN  THE  HIUU- 
PBItSTHOOD  LKDEB  THE  KINliS. 

§  1.  Now  the  king  of  B.ibylon  was  very  intent 
and  earnest  upon  the  siege  of  Jerusalem;  and 
be  erected  towers  upon  great  banks  of  earth, 
and  from  them  repelled  tbo.«e  that  stood  upon 
the  walls:  he  also  made  a  great  number  of 
such  banks  round  about  the  whole  ,^ty, 
the  height  of  lybicb  was  equal  to  those  walls. 
However,  those  that  were  within  bore  the 
siege  with  courage  and  alacrity,  for  they  were 
not  discouraged,  either  by  the  famine  or  by 
the  pestilential  distemper,  hut  were  of  cheer- 
ful niinds*n  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  al- 
though  those  miseries  within  oppressed  (hem 
also;  and  they  did  not  suffer  themselves  to 
be  terrified,  either  by  the  contrivances  of  the 
enemv,  or  bv  their  engines  of  war,  hut  con- 
trived still  different  engines  to  oppose  all  the 
other  withal,  till  indeed  there  seemed  to  be 
an  entire  struggle  between  the  Bahvlonians 
and  the  peojile  of  Jerusalem,  who  had  the 
greater  sagacity  and  skill;  the  former  .^arty 
supposing  they  should  be  thereby  too  haid 
for  ihe  other,  for  the  destruction  of  the  city; 
the  latter  placing  their  hopes  of  deliverance 
in  nothing  eUe  but  iujjejrsevietiji^  jj?. ftf'''''.4'r 
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Vc.ntions.  in  opposition  to  the  other,  as  might 
(ic-.nuustrate  the  enemy's  engines  were  use- 
k,,  lo  them;  and  this  siege  they  endured 
lor  eighteen  months,  until  they  were  destroyed 
bv  the  famine,  and  by  the  darts  which  the 
ciomy  threw  at  them  from  the  towers. 

■2    Now  the  city  was  taken  on  the  nintn 
dav  of  the  fourth  month,  in  the  eleventh  year 
of'  the  reign  of  Zedekiah.       They  were  in- 
deed only  generals  of  the  king  ot   Babylon, 
to  whom  Nebuchadnezzar  committed  the  care 
of  the  siege,  for  he  abode  bimselt  m  the  city 
of  Ribluh.     The  names  of  these  generals  who 
ravaged  and  subdued  Jerusalem,  if  a.jy  one 
desired  to  know  them,  were  these:    Nergal 
Sharezer,    Samgar     Nebo,     Rabsaris.    Sarse- 
chim,  and   Ralimag;  and  when  the  city  was 
taken  about  midnight,  and  the  enemy  s  gene- 
raU  were  entered  into  the  temple,  and  when 
Zed.kiah    was    sensible   of  i^t,  he    took    bis 
wives  and   his  children,  and   his  captains  and 
friends,  and  wth  them  fled  out  ol  the  city, 
through  the  fortified  ditch,  and  through  the 
Je^ert;  and  when  certain  ot  the  deserters  had 
informed  the  Babylonians  of  this,  at  break  ot 
i.v   they  made  haste  to  pursue  after  iCede- 
kiib,  and  overlook  him  not  lar  Irom  Jericho,  I 
and  encompassed  him  about.     But  for  those 
friends  and   captains    of  Zedekiah    who    had 
fled  out  of  the  city  wlih  him,  when  they  saw 
their  enemies  near  them,  they  left  him.  and 
dispersed  themselves,  some  one  way  and  some 
another,  and  every  one  resolved  to  save  him- 
self; so  tiie  enemy  took  Zedekiah  alive,  when 
he  was  deserted  by  all  but  a  lew,  with  his  ch.l- 
,lreu  and  his  wives,  and  brought  h.m  to  the 
kin.:      When  he  was  come,  Nebuchadnezzar 
began  to  call    lum  a   wicked  wretch,  and  a 
covenant-breaker,  and  one  that  had  forgotten 
bis  former  words,  when  he  promised  to  keep 
tlie  country  for  biin.    He  also  reproached  hi... 
for  his  ingratitude,  that  when  he  had  received 
the  kingdom  from  him.  who  had  t-iken  it  trom 
Jehoiachin.   and  given  it  him.   he  had  made 
use  of   the  power  he  gave  him   against  mm 
that  gave  it:   "  hut."  said  he.  "God  is  great 
who  halelh  that  conduct  ol  thine,  and  hath 
brought  thee  under  us."     And  when  he  had 
used  these  words  to  Zedekiah,  he  commanded 
his  sons  and  his  friends  to  be  slain,  while  Ze- 
dekiah and  the  rest  of  the  captains  looked  on; 
after  which  be  put  out  the  eyes  of  Zedekiah, 
and  bound  him,  and  carried  him  to^Babylon. 
And  these  things  happened  to  him.    as  Jere- 
miah and  Ezekiel  had  foretold  to  him,  that 
he  should  be  caught,  and  brought  be.lore  the 
king  of  Babylon,   and   should  speak  to  him 
face  to  face,  and  should  see  his  eyes  with  his 

.  T-...  ohserTaliot.  of    Josephus  ibout  the  K--rah,? 
„,ili-Z.K      '■".      )  .  j^,,..  ^„^  very  remaik- 

U  «»  ijis.«uaa>!il  ttieieby. 
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own  eyes;  and  thus  far  did  J"s>ni'^  P'O- 
nhesy  But  he  was  also  made  bhnd,  wid 
brought  to  Babylon,  but  did  not  see  it,  ac- 
cording to  the  prediction  of  Ezekiel. 

3    We  have  said  thus  much,  because  it  ^Tas 
suflicient  to  show  the  nature  of  God  to  such 
as  are  ignorant  of  it.  that  it  is  various,  and 
act!  many  ditferent  ways,  and  that  all  events 
happen  after  a  regular  manner   in  their  pro- 
per season,  and  that  it  loretells  what  niu.t 
come  to  pLss.      It  is  also  sumciet.t  to  show 
the  ignorance  and  incredulity  oi  men,  whereby 
they  are  not  permitted  to  foresee  any  thing 
that  is  future,  and  are,  without  any   guard, 
exposed  to  calamities,  so  that  it  is  impossible 
foi  them  to  avoid  the  experience  of  those  ca- 
lamities. It,    1  •  „,  .,f 
4    And  after  this  manner  have  the  kings  ot 
Da%id's  race  ended  their  lives,  being  "'■■"'"- 
ber  twenty-one,  until  the  last  king,  who  al 
together  reigned  five   hundred   and  four  ecn 
years,  and  six  months,  and  ten  days:  ol  whom 
Saul,  who  was  their  first  king,  retained  the 
government  twenty  years,  though  he  was  not 
of  the  same  tribe  with  the  rest. 

5.   And  now  it  was  that  the  king  of  I5a- 
bylon  sent  Nebuzaradaii,   the  general   ol   his 
annv,  to  Jerusalem,  to   pillage   the   temple; 
who  had  it  also  in  command  to  burn  it  and 
the  royal  palace,  and  to  lay  the  oty  even  w.b 
the  ground,  and  to  trmisphmt  the  people  into 
Babylon.     Accordingly  he  came  to  Jerusalem, 
in  the  eleventh  year  of  king  Ze.lek.ah,  and 
pillaged  the  temple,  and  carried  out  the  yes- 
.eK  of  God,  both  gohl  and  silver   and  parti- 
cukrly  that  large  layer  wluch  Solomon  de.h- 
cated,  as  also  the  pillars  ot  brass,  and  tlic^ 
chapiters,  with  the  golden  tables  ami  the  cin- 
dlesticks:  and  when  he  had  earned    hese  off, 
he  set  fire  to  the  temple  in  the  filth  month 
the  first  day  of  the   month    in  the   eleventh 
year  of  the    reign  of   Zedeki.di,   and   in   the 
Eighteenth   year  of  Nebuchadnezzar;  he  also 
burnt  the  palace,  and  overthrew  the  c.  y.   Now 
the  temple  was  burnt  four  hundred  ami  seventy 
years,  six  months,  and  ten  days,  after  it  was 
buUt       It  was  then  one  thousand  and  sixty- 
two  years,  six  months,  and  ten  days,  'rom  the 
departure  out  of  Egypt;    and  from  the  De- 
luee   to   the   destruction  of  the    temple,  tbe 
whole  interv.^  wasone  thousand  nine  hu.idrcd 
and   fifty-seven  years,  six  months,  ""d     en 
days;    but    from    the   generation   of    Adam, 
until  this  befell  the  temple,  there  were  three 
thousand  five  hundred  and  thirteen  years,  six 
months,  and  ten  days:  so  great  was  the  num- 
ber of  years  hereto  belonging;  and  "tat  lo- 
tions were  done  during  these  years,  we  have 
particularly  related.     But  tin;  general  of  the 
Babylonian  king  now  overthrew  the  city  to 
the    very   foundations,   and   removed   all  the 
people,  and  took  lor  prisoners  the  "if -pnest 
Lraiab,   and   Z.,l...uah  the  priest  that  wa, 
„,.xt  to  him.  and  tie  rulers  that  guarded  tM 
ten  :\.:  Who  wtre  tUee  in  ,num_ber._and_«ie 
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eunuch  wbo  was  over  tlie  armed  men,  :inr: 
seven  friends  of  Zedeki^rh,  and  his  scril>e,  and 
sixty  other  rulers;  all  whom,  together  with 
the  vessels  they  had  pillaged,  he  carried  to  tlie 
king  of  Babylon  to  Riblah,  a  city  ot  Syria. 
So  the  king  commanded  the  Meads  of  the 
high-priest  and  of  the  rulers  to  be  cut  oH" 
there;  but  he  himself  led  all  the  captives  and 
Zedekiah  to  Babylon.  He  also  led  Josedek 
the  high-priest  away  bound.  He  was  the  son 
of  Seraiah  the  high-priest,  whom  the  kir(g  of 
Babylon  had  slain  in  Riblah,  a  city  of  Syria, 
as  we  just  now  related. 

G.  And  now,  hec;iuse  we  have  enumerated 
the  succession  of  the  kings,  and  who  they 
were,  and  how  long  they  reigned,  I  think  it 
necessary  to  set  down  the  names  of  the  high- 
priests,  and  who  they  were  that  succeeded  one 
another  in  the  high-priesthood  under  the  kings. 
The  Hrst  high-priest  then  at  the  temple  which 
Solomon  built  was  Zadok ;  after  him  his  son 
Achimas  received  that  dignity;  after  Achimas 
was  Azarias;  his  son  was  Joram,  and  Joram's 
son  was  Isus:  after  him  was  Axioramus;  his 
son  was  Phideas,  and  Phideas's  son  was  Sii- 
deas,  and  Sudeas's  son  was  Juelus,  and  Jue- 
lus's  son  was  Jotham,  and  Jothani's  son  was 
Vrias,  and  I'rias's  son  was  NeriaS,  and  Ne- 
rias's  son  was  t">deas,  and  his  son  was  Sallu- 
mus,  and  Salhimus's  son  was  Elcias,  and  his 
son  [was  .\zarias,  and  his  son]  was  Sareas," 
ond  his  son  was  Josedec,  who  was  carried 
captive  to  Babylon.  All  these  received  the 
high-priesthood  by  succession,  the  sons  from 
their  father. 

7.  When  the  king  was  come  to  Babylon, 
he  kept  Zedekiah  in  prison  until  he  died,  and 
buried  him  magnificently,  and  dedicated  the 
vessels  he  had  pillaged  out  of  the  temple  of 
Jerusalem  to  his  own  gods,  and  planted  the 
people  in  the  country  of  Babylon,  but  freed 
the  high-priest  from  his  bonds. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

BOW  NEBUZARADAN  SET  GEDALIAH  OVER 
THE  JEWS  THAT  WERE  tEFT  IN  JUDEA, 
WHICH  GEDALIAH  WAS,  A  LITTLE  AFTER- 
WARD, SLAIN  BY  ISHMAEL;  AND  HOW  JO- 
HANAN,  AFTER  ISHMAEL  WAS  DRIVEN 
AWAY,  WENT  DOWN  INTO  EGYPT  WITH  THE 
PEOPLE;  WHICH  PEOPLE  NEBUCHADNEZ- 
ZAR, WHEN  HE  MADE  AN  EXPEDITION 
AGAINST  THE  EGYPTIANS,  TOOK  CAPTIVE, 
AND  BROUGHT  THEM  AWAY  TO  BABYLO.V. 


§  1.  Now  the  general  of  the  army,  Xebuza- 
radan,  when  he  hju  carried  the  people  of  the 

•  1  h.iTe  here  inserted  in  brackets  this  higS-pnesl 
Azarias,  tliou^h  lie  be  omitted  in  all  Josef  litis's  cupies. 
out  of  the  Jewish  chronicle.  Seder  Olaui,  of  bow  little 
eothohty  soever  I  f;eoeralljF  esteem  sucii  late  Kabbinicat 
iilstMiaas,  because  we  know  from  Josephus  himself,  that 


.l;\vs  into  captivity,  left  the  poor,  and  those 
ti.ftt  hati  deserted,  in  tiie  country;  and  made 
oi.e,  whose  name  was  Gedaliah,  the  son  of 
.\hikam,  a  person  of  a  noble  family,  their 
^'overnor;  which  (.ledaliah  was  of  a  gentie 
and  righteous  disposition.  He  also  com- 
niandetl  them  that  they  should  cultivate  the 
ground,  and  pay  an  appointed  tribute  to  the 
king.  He  also  took  Jeremiah  the  pruphv-t 
out  of  prison,  and  would  have  persuaded  him 
to  go  along  with  him  to  Babylon,  for  that  he 
had  been  enjoineil  by  the  king  to  supply  him 
with  whatsoever  he  wanted;  and  if  he  did 
not  like  to  do  so,  he  desired  him  to  inform 
him  where  be  resolved  to  dwell,  that  he  might 
signify  the  same  to  the  king.  But  the  pro- 
phet bad  no  mind  to  follow  him,  nor  to  dwell 
anywhere  else,  but  would  gladly  live  in  the 
ruins  of  his  country,  and  in  the  miserable  re- 
mains of  it.  When  the  general  understood 
what  his  purpose  was,  he  enjoined  Gedaliah, 
whom  he  left  behind,  to  take  all  possible  care 
of  him,  and  to  supply  him  with  whatsoever 
he  wanted;  so  when  he  had  given  him  rich 
presents,  he  dismissed  him.  Accordingly, 
Jeremiah  abode  in  a  city  of  that  country, 
which  was  c;Uled  Mispab;  and  desired  of 
Nehuzaradan  that  he  would  set  at  liberty  his 
disciple  Baruch,f  the  son  of  Neriah,  one  of  a 
very  eminent  family,  and  exceeding  skiltul  io 
the  language  of  his  country. 

2.  When  Nebuzaradan  had  done  thus,  he 
made  haste  to  Babylon;  but  as  to  those  that 
lied  away  during  the  siege  of  Jerusalem,  and 
had  been  scattered  over  the  comitry,  when 
they  heard  that  the  Babylonians  were  gone 
away,  and  had  left  a  remnant  in  the  land  ol 
Jerusalem,  and  those  such  as  were  to  culti- 
vate the  same,  they  caine  together  from  all 
parts  to  Gedaliah  to  Mispah.  J<'o\v  the  rulers 
that  were  over  them  were  Johanan,  the  son  ol 
Kareah,  and  Jezaniah,  and  Seraiah,  and  others 
beside  them.  Now  there  wa3  of  the  royal 
family,  one  Isbmael,  a  wicked  nian,  and  very 
crafty,  who,  during  the  siege  of  Jerusalem, 
fled  to  Baalis,  king  of  the  Ammonites,  and 
abode  with  him  during  that  time;  and  Geda- 
liah persuaded  them,  now  they  were  there, 
to  stay  with  him,  and  to  have  no  fear  of  the 
Babylonians,  for  that  if  they  would  cultivate 
the  country,  they  should  suffer  no  harm. 
This  he  assured  thein  of  by  oath;  and  said 
that  they  should  have  him  for  their  patron, 
ami  that  if  any  disturbance  should  arise,  they 
shouUI  find  him  ready  to  defend  them.  He 
also  adWsed  them  to  dwell  in  any  city,  as 
every  one  of  them  pleased  ;  and  that  they 
would  send  men  along  with  his  own  servants, 

the  number  of  the  hii;h-priest3  belonein^  to  this  inlerrfli 
was  eiu'hteen  (Antiq  b.  XX.  cb.  x),  whereas  his  copies 
have  liere  but  seventeen. 

+  tn  this  character  of  Banieh,  the  son  of  Neriah.  and 
the  ^eiiuineTiess  ol  his  book,  that  stands  now  in  out 
Apocrjpha,  and  that  it  is  really  a  canooical  book,  LT^l 
an  Appendix  to  Jeremiah,  see  Autbent.  Rec  pu*  , 
pa^e  I— 11. 'fb  ...  J 
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ond  rebuild  their  houses  upon  the  old  foun- 
dations, ana  dwell  there;  and  he  adiiioiii.shed 
tbein  beforehand,  that  they  should  oiake  pre- 
paration, whde  the  season  lasted,  of  lorii,  and 
wine,  and  oil,  that  they  might  have  whereon 
to  feed  during;  the  winter.  When  he  had 
thus  discoursed  to  them,  he  dismissed  them, 
that  every  one  might  dwell  in  what  part  of 
the  country  he  pleased. 

3.  Now  when  this  report  was  spread  abroad 
as  far  as  the  nations  that  bordered  on  Judca, 
that  Gedaliah  kindly  entertained  those  that 
came  to  him,  after  they  had  fled  away,  upon 
this  [only]  condition,  that  they  should  pay 
tribute  to  the  king  of  Babylon,  they  also 
came  readily  to  Gedaliah,  and  inhabited  the 
country.  And  when  Jobanan,  and  the  rulers 
that  were  with  him,  observed  the  country,  and 
the  humanity  of  Gedaliah,  they  were  exceed- 
ingly in  love  with  him,  and  told  him  that 
Baalis,  the  king  of  the  Ammonites,  had  sent 
Ishmael  to  kill  him  by  treachery,  and  secret- 
ly, that  he  might  have  tlic  dominion  over  the 
Israelites,  as  being  of  the  royal  family;  and 
they  said,  that  he  might  deUver  hiin-^eif  from 
this  treacherous  desigti,  if  he  would  give  them 
leave  to  slay  Ishmael,  and  nobody  should 
know  it,  for  they  told  him  they  were  afraid 
that  when  he  was  killed  by  the  other,  the 
entire  ruin  of  the  remaining  strength  of  the 
Israelites  would  ensue.  But  he  professed 
that  he  did  not  believe  what  they  said,  when 
they  told  him  of  such  a  treacherous  design, 
in  a  man  that  had  been  wA\  treated  by  him; 
because  it  was  not  probable  that  one  who, 
under  such  a  want  of  ;iU  things,  had  failed 
of  nothing  that  was  necessary  for  him,  shotdd 
be  found  so  wicked  and  ungrateful  towards 
his  benefactor,  that  when  it  would  be  an  in- 
stance of  wickedness  in  him  not  to  save  him, 
had  he  been  treacherously  assaulted  by  others, 
to  endeavour,  and  that  earnestly,  to  kill  him 
with  his  own  hand :  that,  however,  if  he 
ought  to  suppose  this  information  to  be  true, 
it  was  better  for  himself  to  be  slain  by  the 
other,  than  destroy  a  man  who  ded  to  him 
for  refuge,  anrl  entrusted  his  own  safety  to 
him,  and  committed  himself  to  ids  disposal. 

4.  So  Johanan,  and  the  rulers  that  were 
with  him,  not  being  able  to  persuade  Gedaliah, 
went  away:  but  after  the  interval  of  thirty 
days  was  over.  Ishmael  came  again  to  Geda- 
liah, to  the  citv  Mispah,  and  ten  men  with  him: 
and  when  he  had  feiisted  Ishmael,  and  those 
that  were  with  him,  in  a  splendid  manner  at 
his  table,  and  bad  given  thent  presents,  he 
became  disordered  in  drink,  while  he  endea- 
voured to  be  very  merry  with  them:  and  when 
Ishmael  saw  him  in  that  case,  and  that  he  was 
drowned  in  his  cups  to  the  degree  oi'  insensi- 
bility, and  fallen  asleep,  he  rose  up  on  a  sud- 
den, with  his  ten  friends,  and  slew  Gedaliah 
and  those  that  were  with  him  at  the  fea?t;  and 
when  he  had  slain  them,  he  went  out  by  night, 
(DO  slew  all  the  Jews  that  were  in  the  city. 


and  those  soldiers  also  which  were  left  therein 
bv  the  Babylonians ;  but  the  next  day  four- 
score men  c:uiie  out  of  the  country  with  pre- 
sents to  Gedaliah,  none  of  them  knowing  what 
had  befallen  him;  when  Ishmael  saw  them, 
he  invited  them  in  toGedabah,  and  when  they 
were  come  in,  he  shut  up  the  court,  and  slew 
them,  ami  cast  their  dead  bodies  down  into  a 
certain  deep  pit,  that  they  might  not  be  seen; 
but  of  these  fourscore  men  Ishmael  spared 
those  that  entreated  him  not  to  kill  tiiem,  till 
they  had  delivered  up  to  him  what  riches  they 
had  concealed  in  the  iields,  consisting  of  their 
furniture,  and  garments,  and  corn :  but  he 
took  captive  the  people  that  were  in  Mispah, 
with  their  wives  and  children;  among  whom 
were  the  daughters  of  king  Zedekiah,  whom 
Nebuzaiadan,  the  general  of  the  army  of 
Babylon,  had  left  with  Gedaliah;  and  when 
he  had  done  this,  he  came  to  the  king  of  the 
Ammonites. 

5.  But  when  Johanan  and  the  rulers  with 
him  heard  of  what  was  done  at  Mispah  by 
Ishmael,  and  of  the  death  of  Gedaliah,  they 
liad  indignation  at  it,  and  every  one  of  them 
took  his  own  armed  men,  and  came  suddenly 
to  fight  with  Islimael,  and  overtook  him  at 
the  fountain  in  Hebron:  and  when  those  tliat 
were  carried  away  c;iptives  by  Ishmael,  saw 
Johanan  and  the  rulers,  they  were  very  glnd, 
and  looked  upon  them  as  coming  to  their  as- 
sistance; so  they  left  him  that  had  carried 
them  captives,  and  came  over  to  Johanan: 
then  Ishmael,  with  eight  men,  ded  to  the  king 
of  the  Ammonites  ;  but  Johanan  took  those 
whom  he  ha<l  rescued  out  of  tlie  hands  of  Ish- 
mael, and  the  eunuchs,  and  their  wives  and 
children,  and  came  to  a  certain  place  I'alled 
Mandara,  and  there  they  abode  that  day ;  for 
they  had  determined  to  remove  from  thence 
and  go  into  Egypt,  out  of  fear,  lest  the  Baby, 
lonians  should  slay  them,  in  case  they  con- 
tinued in  the  country,  and  that  out  of  anger 
at  the  slaughter  of  Gedaliah,  who  had  been  by 
them  set  over  it  for  governor. 

6.  Now  while  they  were  under  this  dehbe- 
ration,  Johanan,  the  son  of  Kareah,  and  the 
rulers  that  were  with  him.  came  to  Jeremiah 
the  prophet,  and  desired  that  he  would  pray 
to  God,  that  because  they  were  at  an  utter 
loss  about  what  they  ought  to  do,  he  would 
discover  it  to  them,  and  they  sware  that  they 
would  do  whatsoever  Jeremiah  should  say  to 
them:  and  wlien  the  prophet  said  that  he  would 
be  their  intercessor  with  God,  it  cime  to  pass, 
that  after  ten  days  God  appeared  to  him,  and 
said,  that  he  should  inform  Johanan  and  the 
other  rulers  and  all  the  people,  that  he  would 
be  with  them  while  they  continued  in  that 
country,  and  take  care  of  them,  and  keep 
them  from  being  hurt  by  the  Babylonians,  of 
whom  thev  were  afraid;  but  that  he  would 
desert  them  if  they  went  into  Egypt ;  and, 
out  of  his  wrath  against  them,  would  iiitiiet 
the  same  puni;>hmentii  uoon  them  which  thi^ 
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KT-ew  their  brethren  had  already  endured. 
So  when  the  prophet  had  informed  Johanan 
and  ibe  people  that  God  had  ibretold  these 
tilings,  be  was  not  believed,  when  he  said  that 
God  commanded  them  to  continue  in  that 
country ;  but  they  imagined  that  he  said  so 
to  gratify  Baruch,  his  own  disciple,  and  be- 
lieil  God,  and  that  he  persuaded  them  to  stay 
there,  that  they  might  be  destroyed  by  the 
Babylonians.  Accordingly,  both  the  peopie 
ami  Johanan  disobeyed  the  counsel  of  God, 
tvhich  he  gave  them  by  the  prophet,  and  re- 
moved into  Egypt,  and  carried  Jeremiah  and 
Uarueh  along  with  them. 

7.  And  when  they  were  there,  God  signi- 
fied to  the  prophet  that  the  king  of  Babylon 
was  about  making  an  expedition  against  the 
Egyptians,  and  commanded  him  to  foretell 
to  the  people  that  Egypt  should  be  taken, 
and  the  king  of  Babylon  should  slay  some  of 
them,  and  should  take  others  captives,  and 
bring  them  tu  Babylon;  which  things  came 
to  pass  accordingly ;  for  on  the  fifth  year 
after  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  which  was 
the  twenty-third  of  the  reij^'u  of  Nebuchad- 
nezzar, he  made  an  expedition  against  Cele- 
t^yrui;  and  when  he  bad  possessed  himselt  of 
it,  be  made  war  against  the  Ammonites  and 
Moabites ;  and  when  he  had  brought  all 
those  nations  under  subjection,  be  fell  upon 
Egypt,  in  order  to  overthrow  it;  and  he  slew 
the  king  that  then  reigned,'  and  set  up  ano- 
ther: and  he  took  those  Jews  that  were  there 
captives,  and  led  them  away  to  Babylon; 
and  such  was  the  end  of  the  nation  of  the 
Hebrews,  as  it  hath  been  delivered  down  to 
us,  it  having  twice  gone  beyond  Euphrates; 
for  the  people  of  the  ten  tribes  were  carried 
out  of  Samaria  by  the  Assyrians  in  the  days  of 
king  Uoshea;  aiter  which  the  people  of  the  two 
tribes  that  remained  alter  Jerusalem  was  taken 
[wtre  carried  away]  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  the 
king  of  Babylon  and  Chaldea.  Now  as  to 
Shalmanezer,  he  removed  the  Israelites  out  of 
thuir  country,  luid  placed  therein  the  nation 
of  the  Cutheans,  who  had  formerly  belonged 
to  the  inner  parts  of  Persia  and  Media,  but 
were  then  cailed  iSamarttan-'t  by  taking  the 
name  of  the  country  to  which  they  were  re- 
moved; but  the  king  of  Babylon,  who  brought 
out  the  two  tribes,t  placed- no  other  nation 
Lii  their  country,  by  which  means  all  Judea 
and  Jerusalem,  and  the  temple,  continued  to 

*  Herodotus  says,  tliis  king  of  £f;ypt  (Pliaroah  Hoptira, 
or  Apries)  wat  slain  by  ttie  Esyplians,  m  Jeremiah  fore- 
loH  liis  slaii^Mer  by  his  enemies  (Jer.  xliv.  :jy.  3U) ;  and 
Ibat  as  a  sij^D  ol  tbe  desU-ucUuii  of  Egypt  by  Nebucbad^ 
Dezzar.  Ju»epltus  sa\s,  this  king  was  sla.m  by  N'ebu- 
cha'liiezzar  himself. 

r  ^^e  bee  here  that  Judea  was  led  in  a  manner  deso- 
la!i  after  the  captii>-ily  uf  tbe  two  tribes,  and  was  not  re- 
peopled  wilh  fiireigD  colonies,  perhaps  as  an  indication 
of  Providence,  that  the  Jews  were  to  rcpeojile  it  without 
opfrpsition  tliemseU'es.  1  also  esteem  llie  latter  and  pre- 
sent desolate  condition  of  the  s^me  country,  witliout 
beiag  repeopltrd  hy  foreign  colonic*,  to  be  a  lil.e  iniiic;i- 
tion,  that  tlie  same  Jews  are  heri-.ilti-r  to  rt-people  i: 
efcJo  themselves,  at  tbitir  so  loni?>eXiJected  reaturaUon. 


be  a  desert  for  seventy  rears;  but  the  enare 
interval  of  time  which  parsed  from  tiie  caju* 
vity  of  the  Israebtes,  to  the  carrvang  b\\ti\  of 
the  two  tribes,  proved  to  be  a  hui.dred  Hud 
thirty  years   six  months,  and  teu  days. 


CHAPTER  X. 

CONCEBMNG  DANIEL,  AND  WHAT  BEFELL  llIU 
AT  BABYLON. 

§  1.  But  now  Nebuchadnezzar,  king  of  Ba- 
bylon, took  some  of  the  most  noble  of  the 
Jews  that  were  children,  and  the  kinsmen  of 
Zedekiah  their  king,  such  as  were  remarkable 
for  the  beauty  ot  their  bodies  and  tbe  comeli- 
ness of  their  countenances,  and  delivered  them 
into  the  bands  of  tutors,  and  to  the  improve- 
ment to  be  made  by  them.  He  also  made 
some  of  them  to  be  eunuchs;  which  course 
he  took  also  with  those  of  other  nations  whom 
he  had  taken  in  the  flower  of  their  age,  and 
afforded  them  their  diet  from  his  o\m  table, 
and  had  them  instructed  in  the  institutes  of 
the  country,  and  taught  the  learning  of  the 
Chaldeans;  and  they  had  now  exercised  them- 
selves sulbciently  in  that  wisdom  which  he 
had  ordered  they  should  apply  themselves  to. 
Now  among  these  there  were  four  of  the  family 
of  Zedekiah,  of  most  excellent  dispositions; 
the  one  of  whom  was  called  Daniel,  another 
was  called  Ananias,  another  iMisacl,  and  the 
fourth  Azarios:  and  the  king  of  Babylon 
changed  their  names,  and  commanded  that 
they  shoidd  make  use  of  other  names.  Daniel 
he  called  Baltasar;  Ananias,  Sbadrach;  Mi- 
sael,  Mesfaurh;  and  Azarias,  Abednegu. 
These  tbe  king  had  in  esteem,  and  continued 
to  love,  because  of  the  very  excellent  temper 
they  were  of,  and  because  of  their  appUcalion 
to  learning,  and  the  progress  they  had  made 
in  wisdom. 

2,  Now  Daniel  and  his  kinsman  bad  re* 
solved  to  use  a  severe  diet,  and  to  abstain  from 
those  kinds  of  food  which  cajne  from  the  king's 
table,  and  entirely  to  forbear  to  eat  of  all  liv- 
ing creatures:  so  he  cairre  to  Asbpenaz,  who 
was  that  eunuch  to  whom  the  care  of  them 
was  committed,*  and  desired  him  to  take  and 
spend  what  was  brought  for  them  from  the 
king;  but  to  give  them  pulse  and  dates  for 
their  food,  and  any  thing  else,  besides  the 
flesh  of  Uving  creatures,  that  he  pleased,  for 
that  their  inclinations  were  to  that  sort  ol 
food,  and  that  they  despised  the  other.  He 
re|)Ueti.  that  he  was  ready  to  serve  tlicm  in 
what  they  desired,  but  he  suspectud  that  they 

t  That  Daniel  was  made  one  of  these  eunnel.s  of 
which  Isaiah  prophesied  (]sa<  xxxix.  7),  and  the  IJiie<> 
children  bis  companions  also,  seems  tu  me  pitin,  bolb 
here  iu  Jo^ephus,  and  in  our  copies  of  Daniel  (D^a.  i.  J, 
6,  7,  11,  18);  ahhouEb,  it  must  lie  eran1e>).  tbat  3ome 
married  poisons,  that  bade hildren,  were  •(i>mrtiB;es  cc.)l(<^ 
eunuchs,  in  a  i;eiicral  acceptation  lor  courtiers,  on  ac- 
count timt  so  iiiiiny  of  the  uuc'*jrt  courticrn  wet*  rcai 
euuorhs.     Sec  Geo.  l&sul  \ 
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wov.ll  be  discovered  by  the  kinp,  from  their 
mr:\cre  bodies,  and  the  alteration  of  their 
C:''in*en3nces;  because  it  could  not  be  avoided 
n.r  ♦hr:r  hoiiies  and  colours  must  be  changed 
%vith  their  diet,  especially  while  they  would 
be  clearly  discovered  by  the  finer  appearance 
of  the  other  children,  who  would  fare  better, 
and  thus  they  should  bring  him  into  danger, 
end  occasion  him  to  be  punished:  yet  did 
they  persuade  Arioeh,  who  was  thus  fearful 
to  give  them  what  food  they  desired  for  ten 
days,  by  way  of  trial;  and  in  case  the  habit 
of  their  bodies  were  not  altered,  to  go  on  in 
the  same  way,  as  expecting  that  they  should 
not  be  hurt  thereby  afterwards;  but  if  he 
saw  them  look  meagre,  and  worse  than  the 
rest,  he  should  reduce  them  to  their  former 
diet.  Now  w'hen  it  appeared  that  they  were 
so  far  from  becoming  worse  by  the  use  oi  this 
food,  that  they  grew  plumper  and  fuller  in 
body  than  the  rest,  insomuch,  that  he  thought 
those  who  fed  on  whit  came  from  the  khig's 
table  seemed  less  plump  and  full,  while  those 
that  were  with  Daniel  looked  us  if  they  harl 
lived  in  plenty,  and  in  all  ^rts  of  luxury, 
Arioeh,  from  th;it  time,  securely  took  himself 
what  the  king  sent  every  day  from  his  supper, 
according  to  custom;  to  the  children,  but  gave 
them  the  fore-nii-ntioned  diet,  while  they  had 
their  souls  in  some  measure  more  pure,  and 
less  burdeiu-d.  a.id  so  litter  for  learning,  and 
bad  their  borfic-  in  b.tter  tune  for  hard  labour ; 
for  they  neither  had  the  former  oppressed 
and  heavy  \rith  variety  of  meats,  nor  were 
the  other  ciTeminate  on  the  same  account;  so 
they  readily  understood  all  the  learning  thtt 
was  among  the  Hebrews,  and  among  the 
Chaldeans,  as  especially  did  Daniel,  who,  be- 
ing already  sufficiently  skilled  in  wisdom,  was 
very  busy  about  the  interpretation  ot  dreams: 
and  God  manifested  himself  to  him. 

3.  Now  two  years  after  the  destruction  of 
Egypt,  king  Nebuchadnezzar  saw  a  wonderful 
dream,  the  accomplishment  of  which  God 
showed  him  in  his  sleep ;  but  when  he  arose 
out  of  his  bed,  he  forgot  the  accomplishment: 
so  he  sent  for  the  Chaldeans  and  magicians, 
and  the  prophets,  and  told  them  that  he  had 
seen  a  dream,  and  informed  them  tha*  he  had 
forgotten  the  accomplishment  of  what  he  had 
seen,  and  he  enjoined  them  to  tell  him  both 
what  the  dream  was,  and  what  was  its  signi- 
liciition;  and  they  said  that  this  was  a  thing 
impossible  to  be  discovered  by  men;  but  they 
promised  him,  that  if  he  would  explain  to  them 
what  dream  he  had  seen,  they  would  tell  him 
its  signification.  Hereupon  he  threatened  to 
put  them  to  death,  unless  they  told  him  his 
dream:  and  he  gave  command  to  have  them 
all  pat  to  death,  since  they  confessed  they 
could  not  do  what  they  were  commanded  to 
do  No'.r  when  Daniel  heard  that  the  king 
ha.!  ^iie:*.  a  command  that  all  the  wise  men 
sli'.Milu  b.'  put  to  death,  and  that  among  them 
himself  and  his  throe  kinsmen  were  in  danger, 


he  went  to  Arioeh,  who  >vas  captain  of  the 
king's  guards,  and  desired  to  know  of  him 
what  was  the  reason  why  the  king  had  given 
command  that  all  the  wise  men,  and  Chal- 
deans, and  magicians,  should  be  slain.  So 
when  he  had  learned  that  the  king  had  had  a 
dream,  and  had  forgotten  it,  and  that  when 
tbev  were  enjoined  to  inform  the  king  of  it, 
they  had  said  they  could  not  do  it,  and  had 
thereby  provoked  him  to  anger,  he  desired  of 
.\rioch  that  he  would  go  in  to  the  king,  and 
desire  respite  for  the  magicians  for  one  night, 
and  to  put  off  their  slaughter  so  long,  for  that 
he  hoped  within  that  time  to  obtain,  by  prayer 
to  God,  the  knowledge  of  the  dream.  Ac- 
cordin^dy,  .\riocb  informed  the  king  of  what 
Daniel  desired:  so  the  king  bade  them  delay 
the  slaughter  of  the  magicians  till  he  knew 
what  Daniel's  promise  would  come  to;  but 
the  young  man  retired  to  his  own  house,  with 
his  kinsmen,  and  besought  God  that  whole 
ni^ht  to  discover  the  dream,  and  thereby  de- 
liver the  magicians  and  Chaldeans,  with  whom 
they  were  themselves  to  perish,  from  the  king's 
anger,  by  enabling  him  to  declare  his  vision, 
and  to  make  manifest  what  the  king  had  seen 
the  night  before  in  his  sleep,  but  had  forgotten 
it.  Accordingly,  God,  out  of  pity  to  those  that 
were  in  fianger,  and  out  of  regard  to  the  wis- 
dom of  Daniel,  made  known  to  him  the  dream 
ami  its  ijiterpretation,  that  so  the  king  might 
unilcrstaTul  by  him  its  signification  also. 
When  Daniel  hud  obtained  this  knowledg:e 
from  God,  he  arose  very  joyful,  and  told  it  his 
brethren,  and  made  them  glad,  and  to  hope 
well  that  they  should  now  preserve  their  lives, 
of  which  they  despaired  before,  and  had  their 
minds  full  of  nothing  but  the  thoughts  of 
dying.  So  when  he  had  with  them  returned 
thanks  to  God,  wbo  had  commiserated  their 
youth,  when  it  was  day  he  came  to  Arioeh,  and 
do-sired  him  to  bring  him  to  the  king,  because 
he  would  discover  to  him  that  dream  which 
he  had  seen  the  night  before. 

4.  When  Daniel  was  come  in  to  the  king, 
he  excused  himself  first,  that  he  /lid  not  pre- 
tend to  be  wiser  than  the  other  Chaldeans  and 
magicians,  when,  upon  their  entire  inability 
to  discover  his  dream,  he  was  undertaking  to 
inform  him  of  it;  for  this  was  not  by  his  own 
skill,  or  on  account  of  his  having  better  cul- 
tivated his  understanding  than  the  rest;  but 
he  said,  "  God  huth  had  pity  upon  us,  when 
we  were  in  danger  of  death,  and  when  I 
prayed  for  the  lile  of  myself,  and  of  those  of 
my  own  nation,  hath  made  manifest  to  me 
both  the  dream  and  the  interpretation  there- 
of; for  I  was  not  less  concerned  for  thy  glory 
than  for  the  sorrow  that  we  were  by  thee  CDn- 
demned  to  die,  while  thou  didst  so  unjustly 
command  men,  both  good  and  excellent  in 
themselves,  to  be  put  to  death,  when  thou 
enjoinedst  them  to  do  what  was  entirely  above 
the  reach  of  humau  wisdom,  and  requiredst 
of  then    what   was  only  the  work  of  God. 
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Wherefore,  u  thou  in  thy  sleep  wsist  solici- 
tous coucerning  those  that  should  succeed  thee 
in  the  governmeut  of  the  whole  world,  God 
was  desirous  to  show  thee  all  those  that  should 
reign  alter  thee,  and  to  that  end  exhibited  to 
luee  the  tollowing  dream:  —  Thou  seemedst 
to  see  a  great  image  staiiuijig  before  thee,  the 
head  of  which  proved  to  be  of  gold,  the 
shoulders  and  arms  of  silver,  and  the  belly 
and  the. thighs  of  brass,  but  the  legs  and  the 
feet  of  iron;  after  which  thou  sawtst  a  stone 
broken  off  from  a  mountain,  which  fell  upon 
the  image  and  threw  it  down,  and  brake  it  to 
pieces,  and  did  not  permit  any  part  of  it  to 
remain  whole;  but  the  gold,  the  silver,  the 
brass,  and  the  iron,  became  smaller  than  meal, 
which,  upon  the  bUst  of  a  violent  wind,  was 
by  force  carried  away,  and  scattered  abroad; 


BOOK  X. 

their  enemies];  for  they  offended  the  king 
upon  the  occasion  tollowing: — He  made  au 
image  of  gold,  the  height  of  which  was  sucty 
cubits,  and  iu  breadth  six  cubits,  and  set  it  in 
the  great  plain  of  Babylon ;  and  when  he  was 
going  to  dedicate  the  image,  he  inrited  the 
principal  men  out  of  all  the  earth  that  were 
under  his  dominions,  and  commanded  them, 
in  the  first  place,  that  when  they  should  hear< 
the  sound  of  the  trumpet,  they  should  then 
till  down  and  worship  the  image;  and  he 
threatened,  that  those  who  did  not  do  so  should 
be  cast  into  a  fiery  furnace.  AVhen,  therefore, 
all  the  rest,  upon  the  hearing  of  the  somid  of 
the  trumpet,  worshipped  the  image,  they  re- 
late that  Daniels  kinsmen  did  not  do  it,  be- 
cause they  would  not  transgress  the  laws  of 
their  country:  so  these  men  were  convicted, 


bv  force  carried  awav,  and  scattered  abroaU;  Ifieir  country:  so  luese  u.ei.  ..c..;  ,.„.... .>^,., 
but  the  stone  did  iiii'rea-se  to  such  a  degree,  .and  cast  immediately  into  the  fire,  but  were 
^u-.  .u„  ,..i.„i„  .„,.,i,  i...„..atl.  it  i,.,.in,.,i  tu  be    saved  bv  Divine  Providence,  and  alter  a  sur- 


that  the  whole  earth  beneath  it  seemed  to  be 
filled  therewith.  This  is  the  dream  which  thou 
sawest,  and  its  interpretation  is  as  follows:  — 
The  head  of  gold  denoU-s  thee,  and  the  kings 
of  Babylon  that  have  been  before  thee;  but 
the  two  hands  and  arms  signify  this,  that  your 
government  shall  be  dissolved  by  two  kings; 
kut  another  king  that  shall  come  from  the 
.west,  armed  with  brass,  shall  destroy  that  go- 
vernment; and  another  government,  that  shall 


saved  by  Divine  Providence,  and  after  a  sur- 
prising manner  escaped  death;  for  the  fire  did 
not  touch  them:  and  1  suppose  that  it  touched 
them  not,  as  it  it  reasoned  with  itself,  that 
they  were  cast  into  it  without  any  fault  of 
theirs,  and  that,  therefore,  it  was  too  weak  to 
burn  the  you^  men  when  they  were  in  it. 
This  was  done  by  the  power  of  God,  who 
made  their  bodies  so  far  superior  to  the  tire, 
that  it  could  not  consume  them.     This  it  WTis 


vernment;  and  another  government,  that  sbau  |  that  it  couiQ  not  consume  lueu..  ..  >^  ..  »- 
be  Uke  unto  iron,  shaU  put  an  end  to  the  |  which  recommended  them  to  the  king  as 
power  of  the  former,  and  shaU  have  dominion  ;  righteous  men,  and  men  beloved  ot  God; 
overall  the  ear.h,  ou  account  of  the  nature  of  j  on  which  account  they  contmued  la  great 
iron,  which  is  stronger  than  that  of  gold,  of   esteem  with  him.        , .      ,      ,  .  ... 

Mlver,  and  of  brass!"  Daniel  did  aUo  de-  6.  A  httle  alter  this  the  king  saw  in  bia 
ciare  the  meaning  of  the  stone  to  the  king;'  sleep  again  another  vision;  how  he  shoiUd 
but  I  do  not  thing  propiT  to  reUte  it,  since  1  fall  from  his  domimon,  aiid  teed  among  the 
have  oulv  undertaken  to  describe  things  past  \  wild  beasUs  and  that,  when  he  had  hved  m 
or  things'  present,  but  not  things  that  are  fu-  ,  this  manner  in  the  desert  lor  seven  years.T  he 
ture;  yet  if  anyone  be  so  very  desirous  of  should  recover  his  domunon  agam.  «hen 
knowing  truth,  as  not  to  wave  such  |ioints  of 
curiosity,  anO  cannot  curb  his  indination  tor 
understanding  the  uncertainties  of  futurity, 
^d  whether  they  will  happen  or  not.  let  hini  be 
dihgent  in  reading  the  book  of  Daniel,  which 
be  will  find  among  the  sacred  writings. 

5.  When  Xebuehadiiezzar  heard  this,  and 
recollected  his  dream,  he  was  astonished  at 
the  nature  of  Daniel,  and  fell  upon  his  face, 
and  saluted  Daiuel  in  the  manner  that  men 
worship  God,  and  ga\e  command  that  he 
should  be  sacrificed  to  as  a  god.  And  this 
was  not  all,  for  he  also  imposed  the  name  of 
bis  own  god  upon  him  [lial'^'sar],  and  made 
him  and  his  kinsmen  rukrs  of  his  whole  king- 
dom; which  kinsmen  of  his  happened  to  fall 
into  great  danger  by  the  envy  and  malicetof 

«  Hf  tht  most  rcmarkablr  passage  in  Joaepbns  coo- 
CfTDing  Ibf  ''Stooecul  out  oflbe  !i,uui.lain,and  desta.)- 
ing  Ihe  iniase,"  which  he  would  ool  explain,  but  inumated 
to  be  a  prophec>  irf  futurity,  aiid  proDably  not  safe  for 
him  to  elpUio.  as  belaD|;ioi;  to  tbe  destruction  ol  tbe 
Kom:>o  empire  by  Jesus  Cbnst,  tbe  true  Messiah  of  the 
Jews,  take  the  words  of  Haeercamp  (ch.  X.  sect.  4): 
"  Nor  ij  this  to  be  wondered  at,  thai  be  would  nut  now 
taeddle  with  thilJS^  future,  for  lieU.,d  nom.ud  to  provoie 
the  Romans,  b;.  speakmE  of  tlie  destruction  of  that  cUj 
vbiob  tber  called  tbr  Eternal  City.** 


should  recover  his  dominion  again.  ^^hen 
he  had  seen  this  dream,  he  called  the  magi- 
cians together  again,  and  inquired  of  them 
about  it,  and  desired  them  to  tell  him  what  it 

+  Sinee  Josepbus  here  eiplajos  Ibe  seTen  propbelio 
timea  which  were  to  pass  over  .Sebucbadneizai  (Kan. 
IV  lol  to  be  seven  years.  »e  tner.ce  learn  how  he  most 
prohablj  roust  have  under5lo.)d  Iho-e  other  parallel 
phrases,  of  ••  a  nice,  times,  and  a  half"  (.^DUf.  b.  »ii. 
ch.  xav).  of  so  nianv  propheUc  years  also,  though  be 
willial  let.  us  tu.i»,b)  his  hinl  at  the  ii.terpreUtion  oT 
the  seTentY  weeks.  a«  belonpnit  to  the  fourth  monarchy, 
and  the  de'ttniction  of  Jeru.^alem  by  the  Itomans  in  Ibe 
days  ol  Josepbus  (cb.  11.  secL  Tj,  that  he  did  not  tbmk 
those  >ears  to  W  bare  \ ears,  hut  rather  da>s  for  years: 
bv  which  reckoiiiiic.  and'  by  which  alone,  could  seventy 
weeks,  nr  lour  hundred  aud  ninet>  days,  reach  to  tbe 
ase  of  Josepbus  But  as  to  the  truth  of  those  seven 
years*  banishment  of  Nebuchadnezzar  trotn  men,  and 
his  living  so  long  amoni:  the  beasts,  the  very  aniall  r^ 
mains  we  have  aa>whcrv  else  of  tnis  Nehuchadneiaax, 
prevent  our  elpectatioii  of  any  other  full  ac<:oont  of  it 
So  far  we  know  bv  Ptolemy's  canon,  a  contemporary 
record,  as  well  as  by  Josepbus  presently,  that  be  reigned 
in  ail  torty-threc  \ears.  that  is,  eight  years  alter  we  meet 
with  an,  accounl'ol  his  actions;  one  ot  the  last  of  which 
was  the'  thirteen  vears*  siege  of  Tyre  (Antiq.  U  xi  ch, 
II):  where  jet  ibe'nlJ  Ijtin  has  but  three  yea- and  lea 
months:  yet  weie  bis  acu.ius  belore  so  remarkable, 
both  in  sacied  and  prolaoe  antiiors,  that  such  a  vacuity 
of  eii:hl  Nears  at  Ibe  least,  at  the  lalier  end  of  his  reign, 
must  be'ailowed  to  a^nee  very  well  wilh  Uaniei's  ac- 
counts, t:.at  alter  a  seven  years'  hmtat  liie.  lie  migb/ 
return  to  bis  reason,  acd  to  Ihe  eiercise  of  his  royat 
antlKuicy,  for  one  wbste  year  at  kaat  ba^re  hia  deMk. 
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«pnified ;  but  when  none  of  them  could  find 
oitt  the  nieaning  of  the  dream,  nor  discover 
it  to  the  king,  Daniel  was  Ihe  only  person 
that  explained  it;  and  as  he  foretold,  so  it 
cjme  to  pass;  for  after  he  had  continued  in 
Ihe  wilderness  the  forementioned  interval  of 
time,  while  no  one  durst  attempt  to  seize  his 
kinpdom  during  those  seven  years,  he  prayed 
to  God  that  he  might  recover  his  kingdom, 
anvl  he  returned  to  it.  But  let  no  one  blame 
me  for  writing  down  every  thing  of  this  na- 
ture, as  I  find  it  in  our  ancient  books;  for  as 
to  that  matter,  I  have  plainly  assured  those 
that  think  me  defective  in  any  such  point,  or 
complain  of  my  management,  and  have  told 
them  in  the  beginning  of  this  history,  that  I 
intended  to  do  no  more  than  translate  the 
Hebrew  books  into  the  Greek  language,  and 
promised  them  to  explain  those  facts,  without 
adding  any  thing  to  them  of  my  own,  or  tak- 
ing any  thing  away  from  them. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

CONCERNING  NEBCCHADNEZZAR  AND  HIS  SL'C- 
CHSSORS,  AND  HOWTHECR  GOVLRNMF.ST  WAS 
DISSOLVED  BY  THE  PERSIANS;  AND  WHAT 
THINGS  BEFELL  DANIEL  IN  MFDIA;  AND 
WHAT  TROPHECIES  HE  DELIVERED  THERE. 

§  1.  Now  when  king  Nebuchadnezzar  had 
reigned  forty-Uiree  years,"  he  ended  his  life. 
He  was  an  active  man,  and  more  fortunate 
than  the  kings  that  were  before  him.  Now 
Berosus  makes  mention  of  bis  actions  in  the 
third  book  of  his  Chaldaic  History,  where  he 
says  thus:  —  "When  his  father  Ncbuchodo- 
nosor  [NabopoUassar]  heard  that  the  gover- 1 
nor  whom  he  had  set  over  Egypt,  and  the 
places  about  Celesyria  and  Phoenicia,  had  re- 
rolted  from  him,  while  he  was  not  himself 
able  any  longer  to  undergo  the  hardships  [of 
war],  he  committed  to  his  son  Nebucha.dnez- 
car,  who  was  still  but  a  youth,  some  parte  of 
his  army,  and  sent  them  against  him.  So 
when  Nebuchadnezzar  had  given  battle,  and 
fought  with  the  rebel,  he  beat  him,  and  re- 
duced the  country  from  under  his  subjection, 
and  made  it  a  branch  of  his  own  kingdom; 
but  about  that  time  it  happened  that  his  fa- 
ther Nebuchodonosor  [NabopoUassar]  fell  ill, 
and  ended  his  life  in  the  city  of  Babylon^ 
when  he  had  reigTied  twenty-one  years  ;■(■  and 

*  These  forty-three  years  for  the  duration  of  the  reign 
of  Nebuchadnezzar  are.  aa  1  have  just  now  observrd,  the 
Tery  aame  number  in  Ptolemy's  canon.  Moses  Chore- 
DcDsis  does  also  confirm  thii  captivity  of  the  Jews  under 
Nfbachadnezzar;  and  adds,  what  is  rery  remarkable, 
that  one  of  those  Jews  that  were  carried  by  him  into 
captivity,  i^ot  away  into  Armenia,  and  raised  tbe  great 
fuoily  of  the  BaKratidse  there. 

+  These  twenty-one  years  here  ascribed  to  one  Na- 
boulassar.  in  the  first  book  against  Apion,  or  to  Nabo- 
pollas»ar,  Ibe  father  of  the  Rrt-at  Nebuchadnezzar,  are 
alio  the  very  same  with  those  given  bini  io  Ptolemy's 
Cftuuo.      And  note  beic,  that  wii&t  Or.  Pndeaux  say», 


when  he  was  made  sensible,  as  he  was  m  a 

little  time,  that  his  father,  Nebuchodonosor 
[NabopoUassar],  was  dead,  and  having  set- 
tled the  affairs  of  Egypt,  and  the  other  coun- 
tries,  as  also  those  that  concerned  the  captive 
Jews,  and  Phoenicians,  and  Syrians,  and  those 
of  the  Egyptian  nations,  and  having  com- 
mitted the  conveyance  of  them  to  Babylon  tc 
certain  of  his  friends,  together  with  the  grosi> 
of  his  army,  and  the  rest  of  their  ammunition 
and  provisions,  he  went  himself  hastily,  ac- 
companied with  a  few  others,  over  the  desert, 
and  came  to  Babylon.  So  he  took  upon  him 
the  management  of  public  affairs,  and  of  the 
kingdom  which  had  been  kept  for  him  by 
one  that  was  the  principal  of  the  Chaldeans, 
and  he  received  the  entire  dominions  of  his 
father,  and  appointed,  that  when  the  captives 
came,  they  should  be  placed  as  colonies,  in 
the  most  proper  places  of  Babylonia;  but 
then  he  adorned  the  temple  of  Belus,  and  the 
rest  of  the  temples,  in  a  magnificent  manner, 
with  the  spoils  he  had  taken  in  the  war.  He 
also  added  another  city  to  that  which  was 
there  of  old,  and  rebuilt  it,  that  such  as  would 
besiege  it  hereafter  might  no  more  turn  the 
course  of  the  river,  and  thereby  attack  the 
city  itself:  he  therefore  built  three  walls 
round  about  the  inner  city,  ^nd  three  others 
about  that  which  was  the  outer,  and  this  he 
did  with  burnt  brick.  And  after  he  had, 
after  a  becoming  manner,  walled  the  city, 
and  adorned  its  gates  gloriously,  he  built 
another  palace  before  his  father's  palace,  but 
so  that  they  joined  to  it;  to  describe  the  vast 
height  and  immense  riches  of  which,  it  would 
perhaps  be  too  much  for  me  to  attempt;  yet, 
as  large  and  lofty  as  they  were,  they  were 
completed  in  fifteen  days.f  He  also  erected 
elevated  places  for  walking,  of  stone,  and 
made  it  resemble  mountains,  and  built  it  so 
that  it  might  be  planted  with  all  sorts  of  trees. 
He  also  erected  what  was  called  a  pensile  pa- 
radise, because  his  wife  was  desirous  to  have 
things  like  her  o\\'n  country,  she  having  been 
bred  up  in  the  palaces  of  Media."  Megas- 
thenes  also,  in  his  fourth  book  of  his  Accounts 
of  India,  makes  mention  of  these  things,  and 
thereby  endeavours  to  show  that  this  king 
[Nebuchadnezzar]  exceeded  Herculus  in  for- 
titude, and  in  tbe  greatness  of  his  actions; 

in  the  year  612,  that  Nebuchadnezzar  must  have  been 
a  common  name  of  other  kings  of  Babylon,  besides  the 
creat  Nebuchadnezzar  himself,  is  a  groundless  mistake 
of  some  moilern  chtonologers  only,  and  destitute  of  all 
proper  original  authority. 

t  These  tilleen  days  for  finishing  such  vast  buildings 
at  Babylon,  in  Josephus's  copy  of  Berosus,  would  seem 
too  absurd  to  be  supposed  lobe  the  true  number,  were 
it  not  for  the  same  leslimooy  extant  also  in  the  first  book 
against  A  pion  (sect  19),  with  the  same  number.  It 
thence  indeed  appears,  that  Josephus's  copy  ot  Berosun 
had  this  small  number;  but  that  it  is  the  true  number  J 
still  doubt.  J osephus assures  us.  that  the  walls  of  somucb 
a  smaller  city  as  Jerusalem  were  two  years  and  four 
months  ia  buildini;  by  Nehemiah,  who  yet  hastened  the 
work  all  that  he  could,  Antiq.  b.xi.c.V.  sect  8.  I  should 
think  one  hundred  tmrt  tifit-en  days,  or  a  year  and  fifteen 
dayi,  much  more  prepwrtionable  to  so  great  a  work> 
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for  he  saith,  that  he  conquered  a  great  part 
of  Libya  and  Iberia.  Diodes  also,  in  the 
second  book  of  his  Accounts  of  Persia,  men- 
tions this  king;  as  does  Philostratus,  in  his 
Accounts  both  of  India  and  PhcEnicia,  say, 
that  this  king  besieged  Tyre  thirteen  years, 
while  at  the  same  time  Ethbaal  reigned  at 
Tyre.  These  are  all  the  histories  that  1  have 
met  with  concerning  this  king. 

2.  But  now,  after  the  death  of  Nebuchad- 
nezzar, Evil-Merodach  his  son  succeeded  in 
the  kingdom,  who  immediately  set  Jeconiah 
at    liberty,  and  esteemed   him   amongst   his 
most  intimate  friends.      He   also   gave   him 
many    presents,    and    made   him   honourable 
above  the  rest  of  the  kings  that  were  in  Ba- 
bylon; for  his  father  had  not  kept  his  taith 
with  Jeconiah,  when  he  voluntarily  deUvered 
up  himself  to  him.  with  his  wives  and  chil- 
dren, and  his  whole  kindred,  for  the  sake  ot 
his  country,  that   it  might  not  be  taken  by 
siege,  and  utterly  destroyed,  as  we  said  be- 
fore.    When  Evil-Jlerodach  was  dead,  after 
a  reign  of  eighteen  years,    Neglissar  his  son 
took  the  government,  and  reUined  it  forty 
years,  and  then  ended  his  life;  and  after  him 
the  succession  in  the  kingdom  came  to  his 
son  Labosordacus,  who  continued  in  it  in  all 
but  nine  months;  and  when  he  was  dead,  it 
came  to  Balt;ksar,*   who  by  the  Babylomans 
was   called    Naboandelus:     against    him    did 
Cyrus,  the  king  of  Persia,  and   Darius,   the 
king  of  Media,  make  war;  and   when  he  was 
besieged  in  Babylon,  there  happened  a  won- 
derful and   prodigious  vision.      He   was  sat 
down  at  supper  in  a  large  room,  and  there 
were  a  great  many  vessels  of  silver,  such  as 
were  made  for  royal  entertainments,  and  he 
had  with  him  his  concubines  and  his  friends; 
whereupon    he   came    to   a   resolution,   and 
commanded  that  those  vessels  of  Ciod  which 
Nebuchadnezzar  had  plundered  out  of  Jeru- 
salem, and  had  not  made  use  of,  but  had  put 
them  into  his  own  temple,  should  be  brought 
out  of  that  temple.    He  al^o  grew  so  haughty 
as  to  proceed  to  use  them  in  the  midst  ot  his 
cups,  drinking  out  of  them,  and  blaspheming 


.  Il  !•.  hrri-  rfmivrkablc  that  Jnsephm,  wilhotit  tbf 
knowledRe  of  riolcmys  canon,  should  call  tlif  »nie 
lkin«  whom  be  bimselc  btre  lUar.  i.  11.  and  Uan.  v.  I, 
i  9  li  ^2,  29,  30)  etvlfs  H>-"alaror.B<fl»baziar,  from 
ihp  Babylonian  i;od  Bel,  Neboandebu  also;  and  in 
in.-  lirst  book  asaiost  Apion  (sect.  I'J.  vol.  u;),  Irom  ibe 
MMie  cilation  out  of  Berosus,  NabonntJon,  Irum  llic 
l>.:i)loniao  sod  Nabo,  or  .Nebo.  Th>s  lasl  is.  nol  rc- 
1  le  from  Ibeorinioal  pronunciation  ilsell  in  l'lol..niy'» 
coiioD,  Nabonadiusi  for  both  Ibe  [lace  of  Ihis  king  in 
mat  cauou,  as  the  last  ol  llic  Assyrian  or  Uabylooian 
kingv  and  Ibe  number  of  years  of  liis  reign,  seventeen, 
rbe  same  in  botb  demooslrate  Ibat  il  is  one  and  llie 
same  king  Ibal  is  meant  by  llieni  all.  It  is  also  worlh 
not.ng,  Ibat  Josepbus  knew  thai  Darius,  Ihe  partner  of 
Cyrus,  was  the  son  of  Astyages.  and  was  called  by  aoo- 
ther  name  among  the  Greeks.  Ihougb  it  does  not  appear 
he  knew  wbal  that  name  was,  as  having  never  seen  Ihe 
best  history  of  this  period,  which  is  Xenophon'si  bul 
Uien  wbal  Josephus's  present  copies  say  preseolly  (sect. 
4).  that  It  was  only  wilbin  no  long  lime  alter  the  baud- 
writing  on  the  wall  that  Ballasar  was  slain,  does  not  so 
well  agrte  wilh  our  copies  of  Uauiel,  which  sa>  u  was 
tbe  niBS  Bighl,  Daa.  T.  3ft 


against  God.     In  the  mean  timp,  he  saw  »  . 
hand  proceed  out  of  the  wall,  and  writing 
upon   the    wall    certain    syilabies:    ar  which 
sight,  being  disturtied,  he  caiiea    toe   ma«i- 
ciaus   and    Chaldeans  together,  auu  a.l   .na*  , 
sort  of  men  that  are  among  these  Darnurians,-, 
and  were  able  to  interpret  signs  and  ureams,  . 
that  they  might  explain  toe  wnting  to  aim.  j 
But  when  the  magicians  said  they  could  dis.  , 
cover   nothing,    nor   did   understand   't,   the  , 
king  was  in  great  disorder  of  mind,  and  uifc.  , 
der  great  trouble,  at  this  surprising  acciden/.j,j 
so  he  caused  it  to  be  proclaimed  through  aU 
the  country,  and  proini.-ed,  that  to  him  who 
could  explain  the  writing,  and  give  toe  signi- 
fication couched  therem,  he  wouia  give  bun  a 
golden  chain  for  his  neck,  and  leave  to  wear 
a  purple  garment,  as  did  the  kings  of  Chal- 
dea,  and  would  bestow  on  him  the  third  part 
of  his  own  dominions.     When  this  proclama- 
tion  was   made,  the  magicians   ran  togetlier 
more  earnestly,  and  were  very  ambitions  to 
find  out  the  importance  of  the  writmg;  but 
still    hesitated  about  it  as   much  as  belore. 
I  Now  when  the  king's  grandmother  saw  birts 
cast  down  at  this  accident, t  she  began  to  en- 
courage  him,  and  to  say,  that  there  was  a 
certain  captive  who  came  irom  Judea,  a  Jew 
by  birth,  but  brought  away  thence  by  Nebu- 
chadnezzar when   he  haa  .;e^troyed   Jerusa- 
lem, whose   name  was    Daniel,  a  wise  man. 
and  one  of  great  sagacity  in  tnihng  out  what 
was  impossible  for  others  to  disi-over,  ami- 
what  was  known  to  Uod  aioiie;  who  brought 
to  liiiht  ann  answered  sucn  <\uestions  to  Ne-i 
liuchadne.'J'.ar  as  no  one  else  was  able  to  an- 
swer when  they  were  consmted.      hue  there- 
fore desired  that  he  would  send  for  hiui,  and 
inquire  of  him   concerning  tne   writing,  and 
to  condemn  the  unskiiiuhiess  of  those  that 
could   not   iuirt    their    meaning,  and  this,  al- 
though what  God  signilied  tbereoy  should  ba 
of  a  inelanehoiy  nature. 

a.  When  Ballasar  heard  this,  he  called  for 
Daniel:  and  when  he  ha/l.dis<;ouised  to  him 
what  he  Imd  learned  concerning  him  and  hw  , 

wisdi and  how  a  divine  spjit  was  wilh  hira, 

and  that  he  alone  was  fully  capable  of  fiiiiliiig 
out  what  others  woidd  never  have  thought  of, 
he  desired  him  to  declare  to  him  what  this 
writing  meant:  that  if  he  did  so,  he  would 
give  l.iin  leave  to  wear  purple,  and  to  put  a 
chain  of  gulil  about  his  neck,  and  would  be-  ■ 
stDW  on  bun  the  third  pait  of  his  dominiou, 
as  an  honorary  reward  for  his  wisdom,  that 
thereby  he  might  become  illustrious  to  those 
who  saw  him,  and  who  inquired  upon  what 
occasion  he  obtained  such  honours.  lint 
Daniel  desired  that  he  would  keep  his  giftl^ 


-f    ll.is    grandmolbej.    or    motkef  of   Baliuu,   *»•> 

qiieen.do»oger    of    Babylon    (for   she   is  disQli|m»'M«l  1 
lr..m   his  queen    (Dan,  T.  10,  Vl3).   seems  to   I  ave  keea 
Ihe  lamiios   Nllocns,  who  lornlied    Babylon  against  ID« 
Medes  aid  I'ersians,  and  in  all  probaOihly  gov;.-ned  urs. 
Jer  Ballasar,  who  •eeois  10  be  »  weak  and  ellea 
prince. 
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to  himself;  for  what  is  the  effect  of  wsdom 
and  of  divine  rBVeUtioii  adnuts  of  no  gifts, 
ana    besmwe    its   a.lvaatages    on    petitioners 
ii.,-iv    DMt  tnat  still  he  would  explain  the 
wntmir  ro  mm;   which  denoted  that  he  should 
soon  nif ,  and  this  because  he  had  not  learnt 
lo    DoiiKur    God,    and    not  to   admit    things 
annvc  r.iiman  nature,  by  what  puiiishoiems  his 
pi'is-eimor  had  undergone  tor  the  injuries  he 
had    olfered    to   God;    and    because    he    had 
quite  torffotten  how  Nebuchadnezzar  w-as  re- 
moved to  t-ed  among  wild  beast*  tor  his  ini- 
(iieties.  and   did   not  recover   his  former  hte 
a.uoim  men  anil  his  kinpdom,  but  upon  God  s 
mercv  to  him,  alter  many  supplications  and 
priyers;    who  aid  thereupon  pnuso   God  all 
theuiivs  of  his  hte.  as  one  of  alini),'hty  power, 
and  who  UHes  care  of  mankind.     [He   also 
put  him   in  min<ri  how  he  had  greatly  blas- 
phemed asainst  God,  and   had  iiiade   use  ot 
Ills  vessels anioni^t  his  concubines:  that  there- 
fore God  saw  this,  and  was  angry  with  him, 
and  declared  bv  this  writing  betorchand  what 
a  s:ui  conclusion  of  his  life  he  shouhl  come  to. 
And  he  explained  the  writing  thus:  —  ".Ma. 
NF.H.      This,  if  it  be  expounded  in  the  Greek 
Unruaee.    may    sicnify    a    Number,    because 
i;.id  l-.ath   immliered  so  long  a  time  lo;-  thy 
lite,  and  lor  thy  government,  and  that  there 
r  -mains  but  a  small  portion. — Thkkel.    1  his 
>;;;nilies>  a   Wetcltt.  and  means  that  God  hath 
wei^'hed  tiiv  kiiigriom  in  a  balance,  and  tinds 
it  going  down  aireaily— Fhares.    This  also, 
ni    the   Greek  tongue,   denotes  a   fragment ; 
God   will    therefore    break   thy    kingdom    in 
pieces,  and   divide  it  among  the  Medes  and 
Persians." 

4.    When   Daniel    had  told    the   km?  that 
the    writing    upon    the    wall    signified    these 
events,  Baltasar  was  in  great  sorrow  and  afflic- 
tion, as  was  to  ne  expected,  when  the  inter- 
pretation was  so  heavy  ufion  hiin.      However,  , 
he  did  not  refuse  what  he  had  promised   Da- 
niel, although  he  were  became  a  foreteller  of 
misfortunes  to  him.  hut  bestowed  it  all  upon 
him:  as  reasoning  thus,  that  what  he  was  to 
reward  was  peculiar  to  himself,  and  to  fate, 
and  did  not  belong  to  the  prophet,  but  that 
it  was  the  part  of  a  good  and  a  just  man  to 
give   what    he    had    promised,    although    the 
events  were  of  a  melancholy  nature.     Accord- 
i  igly,  the  king  determined  so  to  do.      Now. 
after  ;i  Uttle  while,  both  himself  and  the  city 
were  taken  by  Cyrus,  the  king  of  Persiii,  who 
fought  against  him;   for  it  was   B;dt;isar,  un- 
der whom  Babylon  was  taken,  when  he  had 
reigned  seventeen  years.     And  this  is  the  end 
of  the  posterity  of  king  Nebuchadnezzar,  as 
history  informs  us;  but  when    Babylon   was 
taken  by  Darius,  and  when  he,  with  his  kins- 
ir.;m  Cyrus,  had  put  an  end  to  the  dominion 
of   the  Babylonians,  he  was  sixty-two  years 
old       He   was  the  son  of  Astyages,  and  had 
another  naa.e  aa;oag  the  Greeks.     Moreover, 
ae  to  .k  Dauiel-the  prophet,  and  earned  hun 


with  him  into  Media,  and  honoured  him  very 
greatly,  and  kept  him  with  him;  lor  he  wa» 
one  of  the  three  presidents  whom  lie  set  over 
his  three  hundered  and  sixty  provinces;  for 
into  so  many  did  Darius  part  them. 

o.   However,  while  Daniel  was  in  so  great 
dignity,  and  in  so  great  favour  with  Darius,  and 
was  alone  entrusted  with  every  thing  by  him, 
as  baring  somewhat  divine  in  him.  he  was  en- 
vhd  by  the  rest:  for  those  that  see  othersm 
greater  honour  than  themselves  with  kings, 
envy  them:  and  when  those  that  were  gneved 
at  the  great  favour  Daniel  was  in  with  Darius, 
sought" for  an  occasion  against  him,  he  afforded 
them  no  occasion  at  all,  for   he  w:is    above 
all  the   temptations  of  money,  and   d.;spised 
bribery,  and  esteemed  it  a  very  base  thing  to 
take  a'nv  thing  by  wlfV  of  reward,  even  when 
it  might  be  justlv  given  him,  he  afforded  those 
that  enried  him'  not  the  lexst  handle  for  an 
:iccusation.      So  when  they  could  lind  nothing 
tor  which  they  might  calumniate  1dm  to  the 
kill",  nothing'that  was  shameful  or  reproach- 
ful," and  thereby  deprive  him  of  the  honour 
he    w;is  in  vrith   him,  they  sought   tor  some 
other   method    whereby   they   might    destroy 
him.      When  therefore  they  saw  that  Daniel 
prayed  to  God  three  times  a  day,  they  thought 
they  had  gotten  an  occiision  by  which  thev 
ndght  ruin  him ;  so  thev  came  to  Darius,  and 
told  him,  that   "the  princes  and    goven.ors 
had  thought  proper  to  allow  the  multitude  a 
rehixation  lor  thirty  days,  that  no  one  might 
oiler  a  petition  or  |iraver  either  to  himself,  or 
to  the  gods,  but  that  he  who  shall  transgress 
this  decree  shall  be  cast  into  a  den  of  Uons, 
and  there  perish." 

6.  Whereupon  the  king,  not  being  acquaint- 
ed with  their  wicked  design,  nor  suspecting  that 
it  was  a  contrivani-e  of  theirs  against  Daniel, 
said  he  was  pleased  with  this  decree  of  theirs, 
and  he  promised  to  confirm  what  they  desired ; 
'  he  also  published  an  edict  to  promulgate  to 
the  people  that  decree  which  the  princes  had 
made.     Accordingly,  aU  the  rest  took  care 
not  to  transgress  those  injunctions,  and  rested 
in  quiet;  but  Daniel  h:id  no  regard  to  them, 
hut,  as  he  was  wont,  he  stood  and  prayed  to 
God  in  the  sight  of  them  all:  but  the  princes 
having  met  with  the  occasion  they  so  earnestly 
sought  to  find  against  D;inicl,  came  presently 
to   the   king,  and  accused   lum,   that    Daniel 
was  the  onlv  person  that  transgressed  the  de- 
cree, whde  not  one  of  the  rest  durst  pray  to 
their  gods.      This  discovery  they  made,  not 
because  of  his  inipietv,  hut  because  they  had 
watched  him.  and  observed  him  out  of  envy; 
for   supposing  that  Darius  did  thus  out  of  a 
greater  kindness  to  him  than  they  expected, 
and  that  he  was  ready  to  grant  hmi  a  pardon 
for  this  contempt  of  his  injuiutions,  and  envy- 
ing this  very  pardon  to  Daniel,  they  did  not 
become  more  favourable  to  him,  but  desired  he 
might  be  cast  into  the  den  of  lions,  according 
to  the   law.       So    Darius,  hoping  that    God 
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vrould  deliver  him,  and  that  he  would  under- 
go uothing  that  was  teiribie  by  the  wild  beasts, 
bade  him  bear  this  accident  cheerfully;  and 
when  be  was  cast  into  the  den,  he  put  his  seal 
to  the  stone  that  lay  upon  the  mouth  ot'tbe  den, 
and  went  his  way ;  but  he  passed  all  the  night 
h'ithout  food  and  without  sleep,  being  iii  great 
distress  for  Daniel;  but  when  it  was  day,  be 
got  up,  and  came  to  the  den,  and  found  the 
seal  entire,  which  be  had  left  the  ^tone  sealed 
withal;  he  also  opened  the  seal,  and  cried  out, 
and  called  to  Daniel,  and  a.<^kcd  him  if  he 
were  aUve;  and  as  soon  as  he  heard  the  king's 
voice,  and  said  that  he  had  sutiered  no  harm, 
*he  king  gave  order  that  he  should  be  drawn 
up  out  of  the  den.  Now  when  his  enemies 
saw  that  Daniel  had  suffered  nothing  which 
was  terrible,  they  would  not  own  that  he  was 
preserved  by  God,  and  by  bis  providence;  but 
they  said,  that  the  liens  had  been  tilled  full  with 
food,  and  on  that  account  it  wa»,  as  they  sup- 
posed, that  the  lions  would  not  touch  l>aiiiel, 
nor  come  to  him;  and  this  they  alleged  to 
the  king;  but  the  king,  out  ot'  an  abhorrence 
of  their  wickedness,  gave  order  that  tbey 
should  throw  in  a  great  deal  of  desk  to  llie 
lions;  and  when  they  bad  tilled  tbL'mselv-e:i, 
he  gave  farther  order  that  Daniel's  enemies 
should  be  cast  into  the  den,  that  he  might 
leurii  whether  the  lions,  now  tbey  were  lull, 
would  touch  them  or  not ;  and  it  appeared 
plain  to  Darius,  after  the  princes  had  been 
cast  to  the  wild  bea:»ts,  that  it  was  God  who 
preserved  Daniel,"  for  the  lions  spared  none 
of  them,  but  tore  them  all  to  piices,  as  if  they 
had  been  very  hungry,  and  wajitcd  food,  i 
i:uppo>e,  therefore,  it  wa>  not  their  hunger, 
which  bad  been  a  little  belbre  satistied  with 
abundance  of  riesh,  but  the  wickedness  of  these 
men,  that  provoked  tht-ni  [to  destroy  the 
princes];  for  if  it  hO  please  God,  that  wicked- 
ness uiight,  by  even  those  irrational  creatures, 
be  esteemed  a  plaiu  foundatiuu  for  their  pun- 
ishment. 

7.  When,  therefore,  those  that  bad  intended 
thus  to  destroy  Danit4  by  treachery  were 
themselvt'S  destroyed,  king  Darius  sent  [let- 
ters] over  all  the  country,  and  praised  that 
God  whom  Daniel  worshipped,  and  said  that 
he  was  tbe  only  true  God,  and  had  ulJ  power. 
He  bail  also  Daniel  in  very  greut  esteem,  and 
made  him  the  principal  of  his  friends.  Now 
when  Daniel  was  become  so  illustrious  and 
famous,  on  acmunt  of  the  opinion  men  had 
that  he  was  beloved  of  God,  he  built  a  tower 
at  Eebatana,  in  Media:  it  was  a  most  elegant 
building,    and   wonderfidly   made;    and   it  is 

•  It  is  noway  improbable  th:it  Daniel's  enemies  might 
sujcest  this  reason  to  the  kinc  why  the  lions  did  not 
meiHIe  will)  him.  and  that  Iht- )  mic-il  stispe«i  the  king^'s 
kinaness  to  Daniel  b;id  pi*ociiri-d  thew  lionstobe  m  tilh-<l 
oefwrehand,  und  that  tlieme  it  s^a,--  th.il  he  cncuura^cd 
Daniel  to  submit  lo  thisexptrinient.  in  hop<i(  urcr<niin< 
otf  safe;  uud  thai  tlijs  was  lh«  true  rcM-oii  of  roakinc 
so  tcrrilite  an  evpeniuent  upuii  thus*  Iiis  fuemies.  and 
all  i:uir  f.iiiiilie^  (U  ii  vi.  -il).  ilio.i^h  our  othrr  cupiea 
io  iwi  >itntcily  laJte  uuikcw  •fit.  *^    ■•— 


still  remaining,  and  preserved  to  this   day, 
and  to  such  as  see  it,  it  appears  to  have  been 
lately  built,  and  to  have  been  no  older  than 
that  verv  day  when  any  one  looks  upon  it,  it 
is  so  fresh, f  flourishing,  and  beautiful,  and  no 
way  grown  old  in  so  long  time;  for  buildings 
sutler  the  same  as  men  do;  they  grow  old  as 
well  as  they,  and  by  numbers  of  years  their 
strength  is  dissolved,   and   tbeir    beauty  wi- 
thered.   Now  they  bury  the  kings  of  Media,  of 
l*ersia,  and  Partbia.  in  this  tower,  to  thl?  day; 
and  be  who  was  intrusted  with  the  care  of  it, 
was  a  Jewish  priest;  which  thing  is  also  ob- 
served to  this  day.     But  it  is  fit  to  give  on 
account  of  what  this  man  did,  which  is  most 
admirable  to  hear ;  for  be  was  so  Dappy  as  to 
ha\'e  strange   revelations   made    to  him,  and 
i  those  as  to  one  of  the  greatest  of  the  prophet*, 
insomuch,  that  while  be  was  alive  he  had  tbc 
{  esteem   and   Hpplause  both  of  tbe  kings  ana 
of  tbe  multitude;  and  now  be  is  dead,  he  re- 
'  tains  a  remembrance  that  will  never  fail,  fur 
I  the  several  books  that  he  wrote  and  left  be- 
j  hind  him  are  still  read  by  us  till  this  tiuii*; 
,  and  from  them   we  bcUeve  that  Daniel  con- 
versed with  God;  for  he  did  not  only  prophecy 
of  future  events  as  «iid  the  other   prophets, 
but  he  also  determined  the  time  of  their  ac- 
compUshment;  and  while  the  prophets  useii  tu. 
foretell  misfortunes,  and  on  that  account  were 
j  disagreeable  both  to  the  kings  and  to  ibe  mul- 
{  titude,  Daiuel  was  to  them  a  prophet  ot  goofi 
( things,  and  this  to  such  a  degree,  that,  by  the 
I  ag'reeable  nature  of  his  predictions,    he  pro- 
1  cured  tbe  good-will  of  all  men;  and  by  the 
I  accomplishment  of  them,  he  procured  tbe  be- 
[  lief  of  their  truth,  and  the  opinion  of  [a  sort 
I  of]  divinity  for    himself,    among    the    nmhi- 
I  tude.    lie  also  wrote  and  left  behind  him  \\  hat 
f  made  manifest    the    accuracy  and  unileitiable 
(  veracity  of  his  predictions;  for  he  saitb,  mat 
I  when  he  was  in  Susa,  the  metropolis  of  I'cr- 
1  sia,  and  went  out  into  the  field  with  his  coiii- 
I  paiiions,  there  was,  on  the  sudden,  a  motion, 
and  concussion  of  the  earth,  and  that  he  was 
left  alone  by  himself,  his  friends  flying  away 
from  him,  and  that  he  was  disturbed,  and  tell 
on  bis  tace,  ami  on  bis  two  hands,  and  that  a 
certain  person  touched  bim,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  bade  him  rise,  ami  see  what  would  beUll 
his  countrymen  after  many  generations,     lie 
also  related,  that  when  he  stood  up,  be  was 
shown  a  great  ram,  with  many  horns  growing 
out  of  his  head,  and  that  the  last  was  higher 
than  the  rest*  that  after  this  he  looked  to  tbe 
west,  and  saw  a  he-goat  earned  through  the- 

■f  U  hat   Josrphus  here  says,  that   (be  Moiivft  uf   ihe 

sepuicbn-sul  Ibe  Lid£»  ol  l*er»ia  at  tliis  toWrr.  or  tliuso 
prrlmvis  of  ibe  Ninic  sort  that  are  now  commonlj  calkd 
the  Rutns  of  Fentrfwlit,  cuBlinued  so  eatire  aiAl  uoal- 
iL-ft^  in  lis  dii>s.  as  il  llit-y  were  lately  I'Ui  there,  •' I 
(Na>s  lieUndj  bi-rr  can  sbiw  to  be  true,  as  to  ihosp  sloiiirs 
or  the  Per>ian  kines'  tnaosoltom.  which  Corn.  Brunius 
brake  off  and  Rave  me."  He  ascnl>«rd  lliis  lo  ihc  haro- 
r.rss  1.1  the  sluites,  which  scarcel)  jiel<is  lo  iron  toolj, 
uiM  pru\e>  frc-qufiiily  loo  Ir^rA  fur  catting  by  the  cliucl, 
tHit  oJlentinie*  breaift  il  to  pieces. 
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air  from  that  quarter;  that  he  rushed  upon 
the  ram  with  violence,  and  smote  him  twice 
with  his  horns,  and  overthrew  him  to  the 
proiind,  anil  trampled  upon  him  :  that  after- 
wards he  saw  a  very  great  horn  growing  out 
of  the  head  of  the  he-goat;  and  that  when  it 
was  broken  off,  four  horns  grew  up  that  were 
exposed  to  each  of  the  four  ^vinds,  and  he 
wrote,  that  out  of  them  arose  another  lesser 
horn,  which,  as  he  said,  waxed  great;  and 
that  God  showed  to  him,  that  it  should  fight 
against  his  nation,  and  take  their  city  by  force, 
and  bring  the  temple-worship  to  confusion, 
and  forbid  the  sacritices  to  be  offered  for  one 
thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-six  days. 
Daniel  wrote  that  he  saw  these  visions  in  the 
plain  of  Susa;  and  he  bath  informed  us  that 
God  interpreted  the  appearance  of  this  vision 
after  thefoUoHing  manner : — "He  said  that  the 
ram  signilied  the  kingdoms  of  the  Medes  and 
Persians,  and  the  horns  those  kings  that  were 
to  reign  in  tbtui;  and  that  the  last  horn  sig- 
nified the  last  king,  and  that  he  should  ex- 
ceed all  the  kings  in  riches  and  glory;  that 
the  he-goat  signified  that  one  should  come  and 
reign  from  the  Greeks,  who  should  twice  fight 
with  the  Persian,  and  overcome  him  in  bat- 
tle, and  should  receive  bis  entire  dominion; 
that  by  the  great  horn  which  sprang  cut  of 
the  forehead  of  the  he-goat  was  meant  the 
first  king;  and  that  the  springing  up  of  four 
horns  upon  its  falling  olf,  and  the  conversion 
of  every  one  of  them  to  the  four  quarters  of 
the  earth,  signified  the  successors  that  should 
arise  after  the  death  of  the  first  king,  luid  the 
partition  of  the  kingdom  among  Iheni,  and 
that  they  should  be  neither  his  children  nor 
of  bis  kindred  that  should  reign  over  the  ha- 
bitable earth  for  many  years;  and  that  from 
among  them  there  should  arise  a  certain  king 
that  should  overcome  our  nation  and  their 
laws,  and  should  take  »WBy  our  political  go- 
vernment, and  should  ipoU  the  temple,  and 


forbid  the  sacrifices  to  be  offered  for  three 
years'  time."  And  indeed  it  so  came  to  pass, 
that  our  nation  suffered  these  things  under 
Antiochus  Epiphancs,  according  to  Daniel's 
vision,  and  what  he  wrote  many  years  before 
they  came  to  pass.  In  the  very  same  manner 
Daniel  also  wrote  concerning  the  Roman  go- 
vernment, and  that  our  country  should  he 
made  desolate  by  them.  All  ibese  things  did 
this  man  leave  in  writing,  as  God  had  showed 
them  to  him,  insomuch,  that  such  as  read  his 
prophecies,  and  see  how  they  have  been  ful- 
filled, would  wonder  at  the  honour  where 
with  God  honoured  Daniel;  mid  may  thence 
discover  how  the  Epicureans  are  in  an  error, 
who  cast  p'ovidence  out  of  human  life,  and 
ilo  not  believe  that  God  takes  care  of  the 
aliairs  of  the  world,  nor  that  the  universe  is 
governed  and  continued  in  being  by  thai 
blessed  and  immortal  nature,  but  say  that  the 
world  IS  carried  along  of  its  own  accord, 
without  a  ruler  and  a  curator;  which,  were 
it  destitute  of  a  guide  to  conduct,  as  they 
imagine,  it  would  be  hkc  ships  without  pilots, 
wliich  we  see  drowned  by  the  winds,  or  like 
chariots  without  drivers,  which  are  overturn- 
ed; so  would  the  world  be  dashed  to  pieces 
by  its  being  carried  nithout  a  Providence,  and 
so  peri«h,  and  come  to  nought.  So  that,  by 
the  fore-mentioned  predictions  of  Daniel,  those 
men  seem  to  me  very  much  to  err  from  the 
truth,  who  determine  that  God  exercises  no 
providence  over  human  affairs;  for  if  that 
were  the  case,  that  the  world  went  on  by  me- 
clianical  necessity,  we  should  not  see  that  all 
things  would  come  to  pass  according  to  his 
prophecy.  Now,  as  to  myself,  1  have  so  de- 
scribed these  matters  as  I  have  found  them 
and  read  them ;  but  if  any  one  is  inclined  to 
another  opinion  about  them,  let  him  enjoy  his 
different  sentiments  without  any  Uame  from 
n.e. 
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BOOK  XI. 

CONTAIKINO  TBB  INTERVAL  OT  TWO  HUNDRED  iND  FirTT-THREl  TIAIl  »IT1  MORTBI. 

FROM  THE  FIRST  OF  CYRUS  TO  THE  DEATH  OF  ALEXANDER 

THE  GREAT. 


CHAPTER  I. 

HOW  CYRUS,  KING  OF  THE  PERSIANS,  DELI- 
VERED THE  JEWS  OfT  or  BABTLON,  AND  SLF- 
FERED  THEM  TO  RETURN  TO  THEIR  OWN 
COUNTRY,  AND  TO  BUILD  THEIR  TEMPLE; 
POn  WHICH  WORK  HE  GAVE  THEM  MONEY. 

§  1.  In  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Cjtus,' 
which  was  the  seventieth  from  the  day  that  our 
people  were  removed  out  of  their  own  land 
into  Babylon,  God  commiserated  the  capti- 
>'ity  and  calamity  of  these  poor  people,  accord- 
ing as  he  had  foretold  to  thera  by  Jeremiah 
the  prophet,  before  the  destruction  of  the 
city,  that  after  they  had  served  Nebuchadnez- 
zar and  his  posterity,  and  after  they  had  un- 
dergone that  serritude  seventj  years,  he  would 
restore  them  again  to  the  land  of  their  fathers, 
and  they  should  build  their  temple,  and  enjoy 
their  ancient  prosperity;  and  these  things  God 
did  afford  thera;  for  he  stirred  up  the  mind  of, 
Cyrus,  and  made  him  write  this  throughout 
all  Asia: — "  Thus  saith  Cyrus  the  king:  — 
Since  God  Almighty  hath  appointed  me  to  be 
king  of  the  habitable  earth,  I  beheve  that  he 
is  that  God  which  the  nation  of  the  Isnielites 
worship;  for  indeed  he  foretold  my  name  by 
the  prophets,  and  that  I  should  build  him  a 
house  at  Jerusalem,  in  the  country  of  Judea." 
2.  This  was  known  to  Cyrus  by  his  read- 
ing the  book  which  Isaiah  left  behind  him  of 
his  prophecies;  for  this  prophet  said  that  God 
had  spoken  thus  to  him  in  a  secret  vision:  — 
"  My  will  is,  that  Cyrus,  whom  I  have  ap- 
pointed to  be  king  over  many  and  great  na- 
tions, send  back  my  people  to  their  own  land, 
and  build  my  temple."  This  was  foretold  by 
Isaiah  one  hundred  and  forty  years  before  the 
temple  was  deraohshed.  Accordingly,  when 
Cyrils    read    this,   and   admired   the   divine 

•  Tbis  Cyrat  is  called  God's  Shepherd  by  XenophuD. 
as  well  as  by  ls.\iali  (Isa.  xiiv  ^■'i;  i-^  .-ilso  it  is  saiH  nf 
him  by  the  same  propbel,  that  *'  1  will  make  a  man 
mo'e  precious  than  fjae  eold.ereg  a  man  11i.iu  the  enhteu 
wedjfe  oM)p!iir'*  (Isx  xiii-  I2j,  «hicn  cliaracler  ir,(ii.e* 
3Cenoplit:D's  umC  r»^''.rat  hi^to-j  tji  '^.i.  r-i..  fed.lile. 


power,  an  earnest  desire  and  ambition  seixed 
upon  him  to  fulfil  what  was  so  ^vritten;  so  he 
called  for  the  most  eminent  Je«-s  that  were  in 
Babylon,  and  said  to  them,  that  he  gave  them 
leave  to  go  back  to  their  own  country,  and  tc 
rebuild  their  city  Jerusalem, t  and  the  temple 
of  God,  for  that  he  would  be  their  assistant 
and  that  he  would  write  to  the  rulers  and  go- 
vernors that  were  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
their  country  of  Judea,  that  they  should  con- 
tribnte  to  them  gold  and  silver  for  the  building 
of  the  temple,  and,  besides  that,  beasts  for 
I  their  sacrifices. 

3.  When  Cjtus  had  said  this  to  the  Is- 
raelites, the  rulers  of  the  two  tribes  of  Judah 
and  Benjamin,  with  the  Lerites  and  priests, 
went  in  haste  to  Jerusalem,  yet  did  many  of 
them  stay  at  BabyWn,  as  not  willing  to  leave 
their  possessions;  and  when  they  were  come 
thither,  all  the  king's  friends  assisted  them, 
and  brought  in,  for  the  building  of  the  tem- 
ple, some  gold,  and  some  sil^r,  and  some  a 
great  many  cattle  and  horses.  So  they  per« 
formed  their  vows  to  God,  and  offered  the 
sacrifices  that  had  been  accustomed  of  old 
time;  I  mean  this  upon  the  rebuilding  of 
their  city,  and  the  revival  of  the  ancient  prac- 
tices relating  to  their  worship.  Cyrus  also 
sent  back  to  them  the  vessels  of  God  which 
king  Nebuchadnezzar  had  pillaged  out  of  the 
temple,  and  carried  to  Babylon.  So  he  com- 
mitted these  things  to  Mithridates,  the  trea- 
surer, to  be  sent  away,  with  an  order  to  give 
them  to  Sanabassar,  that  he  might  keep  them 

+  This  leave  to  build  Jerusalem  (sect  2.  3),  and  thia 
epistte  of  Cyrus  lo  Sisinnes  and  Sathrabuzanes,  to  the 
s.ame  purpose,  are  most  unfortunately  omitted  in  all  our 
copies,  but  this  best  and  complctest  copy  of  Josephus; 
:irid  by  such  o:Dis^4ioo  the  famous  prophecy  of  Isittah 
(l?a.  xliv  v'j*).  where  we  are  informed  that  tied  said  of 
or  to  Cyrils,  •*  He  is  my  shepherd,  and  ahall  perform  all 
my  pleasure;  even  saying  to  Jerusalem,  thou  Shalt  be 
hiKit;  and  to  the  temple,  thy  founrlation  shall  be  laid," 
c  II  d  not  hitherto  be  Oeinonstraled  from  the  sarrrd 
liiNtory  t.i  have  been  completely  lolfilied,  1  mean  as  to 
t'  at  part  of  It  which  concerned  his  (linii<  leave  or  c.<uj. 
"jiwuin  fi.r  rehuiMin:*  the  city  Jerusalem  as  di»lincl 
frniii  the  temple,  the  rebiiildiiiz  of  which  is  alone  pcr- 
niiM.-'i  jt  dir-c'c'  'D  t'le  decree  of  Cynu,  ia  nil  out 
cop.  •- 
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till  the  temple  was  built;  and  when  it  was 
iiiiished,  he  might  deliver  them  to  the  priests 
and  rulers  of  the  multitude,  in  order  to  their 
being  restored  to  the  temple.  Cyrus  also 
sent  an  epistle  to  the  governors  that  were  in 
Syria,  the  contents  whereof  here  follow ; — 

"KINS  CVBUS  TO  SISISNES  AND  SATHBABUZA- 
NES,  SENDETU  GKEETIXG." 

"  I  have  given  leave  to  as  many  of  the 
Jew*  that  dwell  in  my  country  as  please  to 
return  to  their  own  country,  and  to  rebuild 
their  city,  and  to  build  the  temple  of  God  at 
Jerusalem,  on  the  same  place  where  it  was 
before.  I  have  also  sent  my  treasurer,  Mith- 
ridates,  and  Zorobabel,  the  governor  of  the 
Jews,  that  they  may  lay  the  foundations  of 
the  temple,  and  may  build  it  sixty  cubits  high, 
and  of  the  same  latitude,  making  three  edi- 
fices  of  polished  stones,  and  one  of  the  wood 
of  the  country,  and  the  same  order  extends  to 
the  altar  whereon  they  offer  sacrifices  to  God. 
I  require  also,  that  the  expenses  for  these 
things  may  be  given  out  of  my  revenues. 
Moreover,  I  have  also  sent  the  vessels  which 
king  Nebuchadnezzar  pillaged  out  of  the 
temple,  and  have  given  them  to  Mithridates 
the  treasurer,  and  to  Zorobabel  the  governor 
of  the  Jews,  that  they  may  have  them  carried 
to  Jerusalem,  and  may  restore  them  to  the 
temple  of  God.  Now  their  number  is  as  fol- 
lows:"—  Fifty  chargers  of  gold  and  five  hun- 
dred of  silver;  forty  Thericlcan  cups  of  gold, 
and  five  hundred  of  silver;  fifty  basons  of  gold, 
and  five  hundred  of  silver;  thirty  vessels  for 
pouring  [the  drink-offerings],  and  three  hun- 
dred of  silver,  thirty  vials  of  gold,  and  two 
thousand  four  hundred  of  silver;  with  a  thou- 
sand other  large  vessels.  I  permit  them  to 
have  the  same  honour  which  they  were  used 
to  have  from  their  forefathers,  as  also  for  their 
small  cattle,  and  for  wine  and  oil,  two  hun- 
dred and  five  thousand  and  five  hundred 
drachmae;  and  for  wheat-flour,  twenty  thou- 
sand and  five  hundred  artabae;  and  I  give 
order  that  these  expenses  shall  be  given  them 
out  of  the  tributes  due  from  Samaria.  The 
priests  shall  also  offer  these  sacrifices  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  Moses  in  Jerusalem ;  and 
when  they  offer  them  they  shall  pray  to  God 
for  the  preservation  of  the  king  and  of  his  fa- 
mily, that  the  kingdom  of  Persia  may  conti- 
nue. Uut  my  will  is,  that  those  who  disobey 
these  injunctions,  and  make  them  void,  shall 
be  hung  upon  a  cross,  and  their  substance 
brought  into  the  king's  treasury."  And  such 
was  the  import  of  this  epistle.  Now  the 
number  of  those  that  came  out  of  captivity  to 
Jerusalem,  were  forty-two  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  sixty-two. 

•  Of  the  lru«  number  of  eolden  nnd  silver  vessels  here 
^nii  elsewhere  heliiii>rint;  to  the  tetii;>le  of  SolomoD,  lc« 
lb«  description  of  Uie  temple,  ehop-  :uii- 


CHAPTER  n. 

HOW,  UPON  THE  DEATH  OF  CYttDS,  THE  JEWS 
WERE  HINDERED  IN  BUILDING  OF  THE 
TEMPLE  BY  THE  CUTHEANS,  AND  TUF 
NEIGHBOURING  GOVERNORS  ;  AND  HOW 
CAMBVSES  ENTIRELY  FORBADE  THE  JEWS 
TO  DO  ANY  SUCH  THING. 

§  1.  When  the  foundations  of  the  temple 
were  laying,  and  when  the  Jews  were  very 
zealous  about  building  it,  the  neighbouring 
nations,  and  especially  the  Cutheans,  whom 
Shalmanezer,  king  of  Assyria,  had  brought 
out  of  Persia  and  Media,  and  had  planted  in 
Samaria,  when  he  carried  the  people  of  Israel 
captive,  besought  the  governors,  and  those 
that  had  the  care  of  such  affairs,  that  they 
would  interrupt  the  Jews,  both  in  the  rebuild- 
ing of  their  city,  and  in  the  building  of  their 
temple.  Now  as  these  men  were  corrupted 
by  them  with  money,  they  sold  the  Cutheans 
their  interest  for  renilering  this  building  a 
slow  and  a  careless  woik,  for  Cyrus,  who  was 
busy  about  other  wars,  knew  nothing  of  all 
this;  and  it  so  happened,  that  when  he  had 
led  his  army  against  the  Massagetffi,  he  ended 
his  life,  t  liut  when  Cambyses,  the  son  of 
Cyrus,  had  taken  the  kingdom,  the  governors 
in  Syria,  and  Phoenicia,  and  in  the  countries 
of  Amnion,  and  Moab,  and  Samaria,  wrote 
an  epistle  to  Carabyses;  whose  contents  were 
as  follow: — "  To  our  Lord  Cambyses.  We 
thy  servants,  Kathumus  the  historiographer, 
and  SemcUius  the  scribe,  and  the  rest  that  arc 
thy  judges  in  Syria  and  Phccnicia,  send  greet- 
ing: It  is  fit,  O  king,  that  thou  shouldest 
know  that  those  Jews  who  were  carried  to 
Babvlon,  are  come  into  our  country,  and  are 
building  that  rebellious  and  wicked  city,  and 
its  market-places,  and  setting  up  its  walls, 
and  raising  up  the  temple:  know,  therefore, 
thjt  when  these  things  are  finished,  they  wiU 
not  be  willing  to  pay  tribute,  nor  will  they 
submit  to  thy  commands,  but  will  resist  kings, 
and  will  choose  rather  to  rule  over  others, 
than  be  ruled  over  themselves.  We  there- 
fore thought  it  proper  to  write  to  thee,  O 

+  Josephiw  here  follows  Herodotus,  and  those  that 
related  how  Cyrus  made  war  with  Lhe  Seylhions  and 
Maasaeetes.  near  the  Caspian  Sea,  and  perished  in  it, 
wliile  Xenoplion's  account,  which  appears  never  to  have 
been  seen  hv  Jusephus,  that  Cyrus  died  in  peace  in  his 
own  country  of  Persia,  is  attested  to  by  the  writers  of 
the  allairs  of  Alelander  the  Great,  when  they  aRree 
that  he  found  Cyrus's  sepulchre  at  Pasargadje,  near  Per- 
sepolis.  This  account  of  Xenopljon  is  also  confirmed 
by  the  circumstances  of  Cambyses,  upon  his  succession 
to  Cyrus,  who,  instead  of  a  war  to  avenge  bis  father*! 
death  upon  Ihe  Scythians  and  Massagetes,  and  to  pre- 
vent those  nations'from  uverrunninc  his  northern  pro- 
vinces, which  would  have  been  the  natural  consequenM 
of  hts  father's  ill  success  and  death  there,  went  imniedi- 
ately  to  an  Et;ypUao  war,  long  ago  begun  by  Cyrus, 
according  to  Xeuophon.  pace  644,  (ind  conquered  that 
kingdom;  nor  is  there,  that  !  ever  heard  of,  the  least 
meniion  in  the  reign  of  Cambyses  of  any  war  against  the 
Scythians  and  Maasagetes  that  he  was  ever  en^a^ed  in, 
in  all  bis  life. 
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king,  while  the  works  about  the  temple  are 
going  on  so  fast,  and  not  to  overlook  this 
matter,  that  thcu  roayest  search  into  the  books 
of  thy  fathers;  for  thou  nilt  tind  in  them  that 
the  Jews  have  been  rebels,  and  enemies  to, 
kings,  as  hath  their  city  been  also,  which,  for 
that  reason,  hath  been  till  now  laid  waste. 
We  thought  proper  also  to  inform  thee  of  this 
matter,  because  thou  mayest  otherwise  per- 
haps be  ignorant  of  it,  that  if  this  city  be 
once  inhabited,  and  be  entirely  encompassed 
«-ith  walls,  thou  wilt  be  excluded  from  the 
passage  to  Celesyria  and  Phcenjcia." 

2.  When  Cambyses  had  read  the  epistle, 
being  naturally  wicked,  he  was  irritated  at 
what  they  told  him ;  and  WTOte  back  to  them 
as  follows  :  "  Cambyse*,  the  king,  to  Ratbu- 
mus  the  historiographer,  to  Beeltethmus,  to 
Scmellius  the  scribe,  and  the  rest  that  are  in 
commission,  and  dwelling  in  Samaria  and 
Ph<enicia,  after  this  manner:  1  have  read  the 
epistle  that  was  sent  from  you ;  and  i  gave 
order  that  the  books  of  my  forefathers  should 
be  searched  into ;  and  it  is  there  found,  that 
this  city  hath  alw-ays  been  an  enemy  to  kings, 
and  its  inhabitants  have  raised  seditions  and 
wars.  We  also  are  sensible  that  their  kings 
have  been  powerful  and  tyrannical,  and  have 
e.xacted  tribute  of  Celesyria  and  Phoenicia: 
wherefore  I  give  order  that  the  Jews  shall 
not  be  permitted  to  build  that  city,  lest  such 
mischief  as  they  used  to  bring  upon  kings  be 
greatly  augmented."  When  this  epistle  was 
read,  Rathumus,  and  Semellius  the  scribe, 
and  their  associates,  got  suddenly  on  horse- 
back, and  made  baste  to  Jerusalem;  they  also 
brought  a  great  company  with  them,  and 
forbade  the  Jews  to  build  the  city  and  the 
temple.  Accordingly,  these  works  were  hin- 
dered from  going  0]i  till  the  second  year  of 
the  reign  v*  Darius,  for  nine  years  more ;  for 
Cambyses  reigned  six  years,  and  within  that 
time  overthrew  Egypt,  and  when  he  was  come 
back,  he  died  at  X>amascu3. 


CHAPTEB  III. 

BOW,  AFTER  THE  DEATH  OF  CAMBTSKS,  AND 
THE  SLAUGHTER  07  THE  MAGI,  BLT  UNDEE 
THE  aEIGN  OF  DARIUS,  ZOROBABEL  WAS 
SUPERIOR  TO  THE  REST  IN  THE  SOLUTION 
OF  PROBLEMS,  AND  THEREBY  OBTAINED 
THIS  FAVOUR  OF  THE  KING,  THAT  THE 
TEMPLE  SHOULD  BE  BUILT. 

§  1 .  After  the  slaughter  of  the  magi,  who, 
upon  the  death  of  Cambyses,  attained  the 
government  of  the  Persians  for  a  year,  those 
faniiUes  who  were  called  the  seven  families  of 
the  Persians,  appointed  Darius,  the  son  of 
Eystaspes,  to  be  their  king.  Now  he,  while 
he  was  a  private  man,  had  made  a  vow  to  God, 
that  if  he  came  to  be  king,  be  would  send  all 


the  vessels  of  God  that  were  in  Babylon  t« 
the  temple  at  Jerusalem.  Now  it  so  fell  out, 
that  about  this  time  Zorobabel,  who  had  been 
made  governor  of  the  Jews  that  bad  been  in 
captivity,  came  to  Darius,  from  Jerusalem:  for 
there  bad  been  an  old  friendship  between  hire 
and  the  king.  He  was  also,  with  two  others, 
thought  worthy  to  be  guard  of  the  king's 
body ;  and  obtained  that  honour  which  he 
hoped  for. 

2.  Now,  in  the  first  year  of  the  king's  reign, 
Darius  feasted  those  that  were  about  him,  and 
those  born  in  his  house,  with  the  rulers  of  the 
Medes,  and  princes  of  the  Persians,  and  the 
toparchs  of  India  and  Ethiopia,  and  the  gene- 
rals of  the  armies  of  his  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  proWnces;  but  when  they  had  eaten  and 
drunken  to  satiety  and  abundantly,  they  every 
one  departed  to  go  to  bed  at  their  own  houses, 
and  Darius  the  king  weJit  to  bed;  but  after 
he  had  rested  a  little  part  of  the  night,  he 
awaked,  and  ilot  being  able  to  sleep  any  more, 
he  fell  into  conversation  with  the  three  guards 
of  his  body,  and  promise<l  that  to  him  who 
should  make  an  oration  about  points  that  he 
should  inquire  of,  such  as  should  be  most 
agreeable  to  truth,  and  to  the  dictates  of  wis- 
dom, he  would  grant  it  as  a  reward  of  his  vic- 
tory, to  put  on  a  purple  garment,  and  to  drink 
in  cups  of  gold,  and  to  sleep  upon  gold,  and 
to  have  a  chariot  with  bridles  of  gold,  and  a 
bead-tire  of  tine  linen,  and  a  chain  of  gold 
about  his  neek,  and  to  sit  next  to  himself,  on 
account  of  his  wisdom: — "And,"  says  he, 
"he  shall  be  called  my  cousin."  Now  wbeo 
he  had  promised  to  give  them  these  gifts,  he 
asked  the  tirst  of  them,  "  Wliether  wine  was 
not  the  strongest?" — the  second,  "Whether 
kings  were  not  such?" — ami  the  third,  "  Wbe- 

,  ther  women  were  not  such?  or  whether  truth 
was  not  the  strongest  of  all?"  When  he  hdd 
proposed  that  they  should  make  their  inquiries 
about  these  problems,  be  went  to  rest ;  but 
in  the  morning  he  sent  for  his  great  men,  his 
princes,  and  toparchs  of  Persia  and  Media, 
and  set  himself  down  in  the  place  where  he 
used  to  give  audience,  and  bid  each  of  the 
guards  of  bis  body  to  declare  what  they  thought 
proper  concerning  the  proposed  questions,  in 
the  hearing  of  them  all. 

3.  Accordingly,  the  first  of  them  began  to 
speak  of  the  strength  of  wine;  and  demon- 
strated it  thus:  "  When,"  said  he,  "  I  am  to 
give  my  opinion  of  wine,  O  you  men,  I  tind 
that  it  exceeds  every  thing,  by  the  following 
indications ;  it  deceives  the  mind  of  those 
that  drink  it,  and  reduces  that  of  the  king  t« 
the  same  state  with  that  of  the  orphan,  and 
he  who  stands  in  need  of  a  tutor ;  and  erect* 
that  of  the  slave  to  the  boldness  of  him  that 
is  free;  and  that  of  the  needy  becomes  like 
that  of  the  rich  man,  for  it  changes  and  re 
news  the  souls  of  men  when  it  gets  uito  them- 
and  it  quenches  the  sorrow  of  those  that  ar' 
under  calapiities,  and  makes  meu  Uuget  thi 
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dclit*  tliey  o«e  to  others,  anil  makes  them 
think  fhemsclves  to  be  of  all  men  the  richest: 
it.  niabe«  thpm  t:ilk  of  no  small  thini;*,  tmt  of 
t.ilpnts  an"!  '"''h  o'''^''  thiii^  as  become 
H-fnltliv  men  only;  nay  more,  it  makes  them 
insensible  of  their  coinmatiders  and  of  their 
kincs,  anil  takes  away  the  remembrance  ot 
their  friends  and  companions,  for  it  arms  men 
even  acain-t  those  that  are  dearest  to  them, 
find  makes  them  appear  the  Rreatcat  strangers 
to  them;  and  when  they  are  liecome  sober,  and 
they  have  slept  out  their  wine  in  the  niftht,  they 
arise  without  knowing  any  thing  they  have 
done  in  their  cups.  I  take  these  for  siffns  of 
power,  and  hy  them  discover  that  wine  is  the 
Mion^-est  and  most  insuperable  of  all  things.' 

4.  As  soon  as  the  first  had  given  the  fore- 
mentioned  demonstrations  of  the  strength  of 
\vine,  he  left  off;  and  the  nT'Xt  to  biin  began 
to  speak  about  the  strength  of  a  king,  and 
ilemonstrated  that  it  wa-s  the  strongest  of  all, 
nnd  more  powerful  than  any  thing  else  that 
appears  to  have  any  force  or  irisdom.  He 
VM-gan  his  demonstration  after  the  following 
wanner,  and  said,   "  Thev  are  men  who  go- 

rern  all  things:   thev  force  the  earth  and  the,, for  the  sake  ol  women;   nay,  " 
lea  to  become  profitable  to  them  in  what  they  [as  to  lay  down  our  lives  lor  tli 
desire,  and  over  these  men  do  kings  rule,  imd 
Dver  them  thev  have  authority.      Now  those 
who  nde  over  that  animal  whieh  is  of  all  the 
(trongest  and  most  powerful,  must  needs  de- 
serve   to  be    esteemed  insuperable  in  power 
und   force.      For  example,  when  these  kings 
command   their  subiects  to  make  wars,  and 
undergo  dangers,  they  are  hearkened  to ;   and 
when  they  send  them  against  their  enemies, 
their  power  is  so  great  that  they  are  obeyed. 
Thev  command  men  to  level  mountains,  and 
tn  pull  down  walls  and  towers;  nay,   when 
thev  are  eonmianded  to  be  killed  and  to  kill, 
they  submit  to  it,  that  they  may  not  appear  to 
trniisgress  the   king's   commands ;    and  when 
they  have  conquered,  they  bring  what  they 
have  gained  in  the  war  to  the  king.      Those 
also  who  are  not  sohliers,  but  cultivate  the 
ground,  and   plough  it,  after   they   have   en- 
dured the  labour,  and  all  the  inconveniences 
of  such  works  of  husbandry,  when  they  have 
reaped  and  gathered  in  their  fruits,  they  bring 
tributes  to  the   king;   and    whatsoever   it   is 
which  the  king  says  or  commands,  it  is  done 
of  necessity,  and  that  without  any  delay,  while 
be  in  the  meantime  is  satiated  with  all  sorts 
of  food  and    pleasures,  and   sleeps   in   quiet. 
He  is  guarded  by  such  as  watch,  and  such  as 
are,  as  it  were,  fixed  down  to  the  place  through 
fear ;  for  no  one  dares  leave  him,  even  when 
he  is  asleep,   nor  does  any  one  go  away  and 
take  care  of  his  own  affairs,  but  he  esteems 
t'liis  one  tiling  the  only  work  of  necessity,  to 
guard  the  king;  anil,  accordingly,  to  this  lie 


whuUy  addicts  himself, 
otherwise,   but  that  it 


IIow  then  can  it  be 
ust  a|jpear  that  the 


jciug  exceeds  all  in  strength,  while  so  great  a  ja 
oiultituiie  obeys  his  mjuuctioas?" 


5.   Now  when  this  man  had  held  his  peace, 
tiie  thin!  of  tliein.  who  «-as  ZorobabeU  began 
to  instruct    them   about   women,   and   about 
truth,  who  said  thus:   '•  Wine  is  strong,  as  is  , 
the  king  also,  whom  all  men  obey,  but  women 
are  superior  to  them   in   power;   for  it  was 
a   woman    that  brought    the    king    into    the 
worid;  and  for  those  that  plant  the  vines  and  • 
make  the  wine,  they  are    women   who   bear 
them,  and  bring  thein  up;  nor  indeed  is  there 
any   thing  which   we   do   not    receive   from  , 
them;  for  these  women  weave  garments  for 
us,  and  our  household   affairs  are    by    their 
means  taken  care  of,  and  preserved  in  safety; 
nor  can  we  live  separate  from  women;  and 
when   we  have  gotten  a  great  de:il  of  gold, 
and   silver,  and  any   other    thing  th;it   is  of 
great  value,  and  diserving  regard,  and  see  a 
beautiful  woman,   we  leave  all  these  things, 
and  with  open  mouth  fix  our  eyes  upon  het 
countenance,  and  are  willing  to  forsake  what 
we  have,  that  we  may  enjoy  her  beauty,  and 
procure  it  to  ourselves.      We  also  leave  fa- 
ther, and  mother,  and  the  earth  that  nourishes 
us,  and  frequently  forget  our  dearest  friends, 
nay,  ^ve  are  so  hardy 
iiem  ;  but  what 
will   chiefly   make   you    take   notice   of   the 
strength  of  women  is  this  that  follows:   Do 
not  we  take  pains,  and  endure  a  great  deal  of 
trouble,  and  that  both  by  land  and  -sea,  and 
when  we  have  procured  somewhat  as  the  fruit 
of  our  labours,  do  not  we  bring  them  to  the 
women,  as  to  our  mistresses,  and  bestow  them 
upon  them?     Nay,  I  once  saw  the  king,  who 
is  lord  of  so  many  people,  smitten  on  the  tace 
by  Apame,  the  daughter  of  Rabsases  Tlienm- 
sius,  his  concubine,  and  his  diadem  taken  from 
him,  and  put  upon  her  own  head,  while  he 
bore  it    patiently;    and   when   she  smiled   he 
smiled,  and  when  she  was  angry  he  was  sad, 
and,  according  to  the  change  of  her  passions, 
he  flattered  his  wile,  and  drew  het  to  recon- 
eiliation  by  the  great  humiliation  of  himself 
to  her,  if  at  any  time  he  saw  her  displeased 

at  him."  '     ,     ,    j 

6.  And  when  the  princes  and  rulers  looked 
one  upon  another,  he  began  to  speak  about 
truth;  and  he  s:iid,  "I  have  already  demon- 
strated how  powerful  women  are;  but  both 
these  women  themselves,  and  the  king  him- 
self, are  weaker  than  truth;  for  although  the 
earth  be  large,  and  the  heaven  high,  and  the 
course  of  the  sun  swift,  vet  are  all  these  moved 
aceoriling  to  the  will  of  God,  who  is  true  and 
risrhteons,  for  whieh  cau.se  we  also  ought  to 
es'teem  truth  to  be  the  strongest  of  all  things, 
and  tliat  which  is  unrighteous  is  ot  no  force 
igainst  it.  Moreover,  all  things  else  that 
iiave  aiiv  strength  are  mortal,  and  short-lived, 
liut  truth  i4  a  thing  that  is  immortal  and  eter- 
:ial.  It  affords  us  not  indeed  such  a  beauty 
as  will  wither  awav  by  time,  nor  =:ich  riche? 
lay  l)e  taken  away  by  foriune,  but  nghte. 
ous   rules    and    laws'     It  distinguishes  tbeoj 
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from  injustice,  anfl  puts  what  is  ui-righteous 
to  rebuke."* 

7.  So  when  Zorobabel  had  left  off  his  dis- 
course about  truth,  and  the  multitude  had 
cried  out  aloud  that  he  had  spoken  the  most 
wisely,  and  that  it  was  truth  alone  that  had 
immutable  strength,  and  such  as  never  wou  d 
wax  cJd,  the  king  commanded  that  he  should 
ask  for  somewhat  over  and  above  what  he  had 
promised,  for  that  he  would  give  it  him  be- 
cause of  his  wisdom,  and  that  prudence  where- 
in he  exceeded  the  rest;  "  and  thou  shalt  sit 
with  nie,"  said  the  king,  "and  shalt  be  called 
my  cousin."  When  he  had  said  this,  Zoroba- 
bel put  him  in  mind  of  the  vow  he  had  made 
in  case  he  should  ever  have  the  kingdom. 
Now  this  vow  ^vas  "to  rebuild  Jerusalem,  and 
to  build  therein  the  temple  of  God,  as  also  to 
restore  the  vessels  which  Nebuchadnezzar  had 
pillaged,  and  carried  to  Babylon.  And  this," 
said  he,  "  is  that  request  which  thou  now  per- 
mittest  me  to  make,  on  account  that  1  have 
been  judged  to  be  wise  and  understanding." 

tj.  So  the  king  was  pleased  with  what  he 
had  said,  and  arose  and  kissed  him ;  and  wrote 
to  the  toparchs,  and  governors,  and  enjoined 
them  to  conduct  Zorobabel  and  those  that 
were  going  with  him  to  build  the  temple. 
He  also  sent  letters  to  those  rulers  that  were 
in  Syria  and  Phojnicia  to  cut  down  and  carry 
cedar-trees  from  Lebanon  to  Jerusalem,  and 
to  assist  him  in  building  the  city.  He  also 
wrote  to  them,  that  all  the  captives  who  should 
go  to  Judea  should  be  free ;  and  be  prohibited 
his  deputies  and  governors  to  lay  any  king's 
taxes  upon  the  Jews:  he  also  permitted  that 
they  should  have  all  the  land  which  they 
could  possess  themselves  of  without  tributes. 
He  also  enjoined  the  Iduineans  and  Samari- 
tans, and  the  inhabitants  of  Celesyria,  to  re- 
store those  villages  which  they  had  taken  from 
the  Jews;  and  that,  besides  all  this,  lifty 
talents  should  be  given  them  for  the  buUding 


•  The  reader  is  to  note,  thit  mUhou^h  the  speeches  or 

napersof  these  three  of  the  Wins's  cu^rd  are  much  the 

lame,   in  our   Ihiid  \nuk  of  Ksdras.  eh,ip  .11.  and  IV.  as 

thev  are  here  in  Jo«ephus.  yet  that  Ih.,  introduction  of 

Ihem  is  enlirelv  different,  while  in  our   f.sdras  the  whole 

is  related  as  Ihe  cunlrivance  of  the  three  of  the  king  s 

euards    themselves;    and  even  the   might>    rewards  are 

Ipolien  of  as  proposed  by  themselvw.and  the  speeches 

are  related  to  have  been  delivered  bv  themselves  to  the 

kina  in  writinv;.  while  all  is  conlriry  m  Josephus.     1 

need  not  say   whose  account  is  the   most  probable,  the 

matters  speat   for  themselves  1    and    there  can   be    no 

doubt   but  Josephus's  history  is  here  to  be  very  much 

preferred  bcf.ire  the  oilier.     Kor  indeed  does  it  seem  to 

me  at  all  unlikely  that  the  whole  was  a  conlrivance  of 

kins   Dariu.'s  own.  in  order  to  be  d.  cently  and  inotren. 

Bively    put    in    u.ind   by   Zorotiabel  of  lulhllinB   his  old 

,ow  for  the  rebui  ding  ot  Jerusalem  and  the  temple,  and 

Ihe  restoration  of  the  worship  of  the   •tine  true  God  » 

ibere.     Nor  does  the  full  meanios  of  Zorobabel,  when 

he  cri-s  out  (J  Esd.  iv.  40).    •■  blessed  be  the  God  ol 

truth;"  and  here.   ■•  God  is  true  and  rishleous.- or  even 

of  all  the   people  (3  fsd.  iv,  41).  -Great  is  truti.,  and 

michtv  above  all   things,"  seem   to  me  mueh  dillertnt 

from    this.   ■■  there    is    but   o   e    true  Wod,  the    bod  ul 

Israel."     To  which  doctrine.such  as  Cytus,  and  llanos. 

&c.  the  Jews' great  patrons  seem  not  to  have  been  >er> 

«ver»-,    tllOu^h   tlie   eutire   idolatry    of  Uieir    Itinedoms 

mad^  them  generally  coacenl  it. 


of  the  temple.  He  also  permitted  them  to 
offer  their  appointed  sacri6ces,  and  that  what- 
soever the  high-priest  and  the  priests  \vanted, 
and  those  sacred  garments  wherein  they  used 
to  worship  God,  should  be  made  at  bis  own 
charges;  and  that  the  musical  instruments 
which  the  Levites  used  in  singing  hymns  to 
God  should  be  given  them.  Moreover,  he 
charged  them,  that  portions  of  land  should  be 
given  to  those  that  guarded  the  dty  and  the 
temple,  as  also  a  determinate  sura  of  money 
every  year  for  their  maintenance :  and  withal 
he  sent  the  vessels.  And  all  that  Cyrus  in- 
tended to  do  before  him,  relating  to  the  re- 
storation of  Jerusalem,  Darius  also  ordained 
should  be  done  accordingly. 

9.  Now  when  Zorobabel  had  obtained  these 
grants  from  the  king,  he  went  out  of  the  pa- 
lace, and  looking  Ip  to  heaven,  he  began  to 
return  thanks  to  God  for  the  wisdom  he  had 
given  him,   and   the   victory  he   had  gained 
thereby,  even  in  the  presence  of  Darius  him- 
self; for,  said  he,  "  I  had  not  been  thought, 
worthy  of  these  advantages,  O  Lord,  unless 
thou  hadst  been  favourable  to  me."     When, 
therefore,  he  had   returned  these  thanks  to 
God  for  the  present  circumstances  he  was  in, 
and  had  prayed  to  hiin  to  afford  him  the  like 
favour  for  the  time  to  come,  he  came  to  Ba- 
bylon, and  brought  the  good  news  to  his  coun- 
trymen of  what  grants  he  had  procured  for 
them  from  the  king;  who,  when  they  heard 
the  same,  gave  thanks  also  to  God  that  he  re- 
stored the  land  of  their  forefathers  to  them 
again.    So  they  betook  themselves  to  drinking 
and  eating,  and  for  seven  days  they  continued 
feasting,  and  kept  a  festival,  for  the  rebuild- 
ing and   restoration  of  their   country:    after 
this  they  chose  themselves  rulers,  who  should 
go  up  to  Jerusalem,  out  of  the  tribes  of 'heir 
forefathers,   with   their   wives,  and    children, 
and   cattle,  who  travelled  to  Jerusalem  with 
joy  and  pleasure,  under  the  conduct  of  tho;,e 
whom    Darius    sent    along    with   them,    and 
making  a  noise  with  songs,    and   pipes,  and 
cymbals.      The  rest  of  the  Jewish  niiiltitude 
also  besides  accompanied  them  with  rejoicing. 
10.  And  thus  did  these  men  go,  a  cer,Jiiii 
and  determinate  number  out  of  every  family, 
though   I  do  not   think   it   proper  to  recite 
particularly  the  names  of  those  families,  that 
1  may  not  take  off  the  minds  of  my  readers 
from    the   connexion   of  the   historical   facts, 
and  make   it   hard  for   them   to  follow   the 
coherence  of  my  narration;    but  the  sum  of 
those  that  went'up,  above  the  age  of  twelve 
years,  of  the  tribes  of  Judah  and  Benjamin, 
"vas  four  hundred  and  sixty-two  myriads  and 
light  thousand ;t  the  Levites  were  seventy. 


+  This  stranfe  reading  io  Josephoas  present  copica, 
of  four  millions  instead  ol  fort)  thousand,  is  one  ol  the 
grossest  -rrors  that  is  in  them,  and  oUKhl  to  he  corrected 
from  Kira  ii  •>!,  I  lisd.  v.  4U.  and  Neh.  tii.  lirv  who 
all  asree  the  ueiieral  sum  was  hut  ab.ul  lortj-two  thom 
sand  ihree  l.nadrrd  and  sixly.  It  is  also  very  plain,  thai 
Jooephu.  thouijlit,  that  when  tsdra.  alterwiid.  hrotlgtH 
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four,  the  number  of  the  wo.en  and  cbiM.en  ,  ^J^y^^  ^^^iToTlawfoT^Mo! 
'r Jd  together  was  foHy  tho^a"d  sev     W   .p.„  .t  to  God.  J  tUis.  the,  did  not 


dred  and  forty-two;  and  besides  th^e  thtre 
were  singers  of  the  LevUes  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight,  and  porters  one  hundred  and 
en  and  of  the  sa^ed  ministers  three  hun 
dred  and  ninety-two;  there  were  aUo  others 
besides  the^e  who  said  they  were  Israehtes, 
W  were  Bot  able  to  show  their  genealogies, 
^x  hu^dr^  and  sixty-two:  some  there  were 
Jso  who  were  expelled  out  of  the  number 
^d  honour  of  the  priests,  as  having  married 
anu  uwiiu"'  _f    •„  fL.„  ^nn\A  not  Dro- 


it to  lioa,  accuiuii'B  '"  —  • 

ses  But  while  they  did  this,  they  did  not 
pi  ase  the  neighbouring  nations,  who  all  o^ 
them  bare  an  iU-wiU  to  them.  They  also 
celebrated  the  Feast  of  Tabernaeles  at  that 
toe.  as  the  legislator  bad  ordained  concern- 
ng  i  ;  and  after  that  they  offered  sacrilices 
and  what  were  called  the  daily  sacrifices,  and 
the  oblations  proper  for  the  Sabbaths,  and 
for  aU  the  holy  festivals.  Those  i^-o  fb.^t 
li^d  made  vowsVo-d  them,  and  offered 


:^dh;nou;orthe  priests  as  ^ j  J,"-      ^rt^r  fici:  %Z'^  first   day   of    the 
wives  whose  genealogies  they  could  not  P™-^°";   f^  .^      They  also  began  to  build 

Ouce   nor  were  they  found  in  the  6'^"'^''l°g"^       """'^rand  gave  a  great  deal  of  money 
'oruIeVvites  andWs;   they  were  a  out   the  tem^  ^^^  ^       carpenters,  and 


at  the  L.evites  auu  j/ni-=^^»    — j  . 

five  hundred  and  twenty-five:  the  n.»lt'tf« 
Slo  of  servants  who  followed  those  that 
tent  up  to  Jerusalem,  seven  thousand  three 
bu,"dred  ar.d  thirty-seven ;  the  f"P"S  "  " 
and  singing  women  were  two  hundred  and 
fortv-  ve;  the  camels  were  four  hundred  and 
tl-  y-five;  the  beasts  used  to  the  yoke  were 
fi  e  housand  five  hundred  and  twenty-five; 
and  the  governors  of  aU  this  multitude  thus 
olberc^d  were  Zorobabel.  the  son  of  SaU 
tWet  of  the  posterity  of  David,  -d  of  the 
tribe  of  Judah ;  and  Jeshua.  the  son  of  Jose- 
dek  the  high-priest;  and  besides  these  there 


the  temple,  ana  gave  a  si>.»^  --  - 

o  thT  masons  and  to  the  carpenters,  and 
what  was  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  workmen.  The  Sidonians  also  w-ere  very 
wilUng  and  ready  to  bring  the  «dar-trees 
cm  Libanus.  to  bind  them  together  and  to 
mike  a  united  float  of  them,  and  to  bnng 
Them  to  he  port  of  Joppa.  for  that  was  wha 
Cvrl  had  commanded  at  first  and  what  wa, 
now  done  at  the  command  of  Darius. 

2  In  the  second  year  of  their  coming  to 
Jerusalem,  as  the  Jews  were  there,  m  the  se- 
cond monih.  the  building  of  the  temple  wen 
on  apace;  and  when  they  had  hud    tsfon^ 
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"^rZ  h;;h-p;iest;  -d  beslde^Oi^  «;;-  ^tr:^nX  fi;:^^ay  of  the  second  m^th 
were  Mordecai  and  Serebeus.  who  """^  "';  ; '  fji,,,;,^^^,,^  year,  they  set.  as  overseers  of 
dnguished    from    the    mulUtude,    and    « "^  1  °™  ^ -^"^^^^^ 

^l^rs,    who    also    "utributed    a    hundred     be  wo  k   --J/;^^^,  ^„,  ^.,  ^i  ,,re- 

pouuds  of  gold  «nd  five  thousand  of  siher^      ears  o  ^^^_  ^^^^^^^  ^^  j^^      ^, 

Bv  this  means,  therefore,  the  priests  and  the    thren   anu  and  the 

Lev'    s,  and  a  certain  part  of  the  entire  peo-    son    of   f"   ~   "    ,;  „f  rt„,e  that 

J^:"MheJewsthatw.ereia  Babylon    came    temple   bh^  g_^.^^^,^ 

;,.d  dwelt  in  Jerus^em;  but  ^^^  ^^.r'-f  *,nUy  one  would  have  expected.  And  wlun 
muUilude  returned  every  one  to  their  own  ^l  ^"u  ,y^,  finished,  the  priests  adonu.l 
countries.  ,,ith  their  accustomed  garments,  'tood  »■,  ' 
heir  trumpets,  while  the  I'-^^tes  and  tbe^oj 

of   Asaph,  stood   and  sung  hymns  to   tjo... 

according  as  David  first  of  all  appointed  then, 

Ir  ,  1  =.  Pod  Now  the  priests  and  Levite-, 
'ind  tt  eW  ;  part  of  the  Lilies,  recollecting 
wHh  themselves  how  nmch  greater  and  more 
sumptuous  the  old  temple  hud  been,  seenn: 

were  departed  out  o,   -^y-''--—    1^"^  i  t'of  old.'considlred  «-ith  then.elv.^ 
the  high-priest,  and  Zorobabel  the  gov^n'or.    oee  ^_^^^  ^^,^^  sunk  below 

'^nt  m'esfeugers  every  *^^. -,-;>  ^':rnuV      -    Xt "   had  been  o^old,  as  well  as  their  ten. 
gathered  those  that  were  in  t  e  country    o«  hat  ^„,  disconsolate,  and 

•iether   to   Jerusalem   "'"^f -">■.,  "'°  Xr    not  able  to  contain  their  grief,  and  proceeded 
!.ery  gladly  thither._Hethe^ult^tbe^anot^i^^^  lament  and  f  d  te-s  ^  t*o 

accounts;  but  the  people  in  ge.ieial  were 
:rn"nted  with  their  present  condition  -J.d 
hpriuse  they  were  allowed  to  build  tlieoi  a 
temple  tW  desired  no  more,  and  neither  re- 
»^Tded  nor  remembered,  nor  indeed  at  aU 
^Jmented  themselves  "ith  the  comparis^  o 
that  and  the  former  temple   as  J    «we,«j 


r.«n«na™Ser'  "?"'«*'"   „J^°„d  E-pUrates,  ch    v. 
*""-    '  "L         ,1 1  fr,mientlv  fistwhere,  thr.„eh,  Vy  the 

''    *'ri^«  ul^-  thin.  «»  i«  w»l»""-  hui  look!  on  ,  ^  ,       j^eir  expecrauu.'=.    -,     , 

!.::,-j;r:f7eV/.i,';','.^or:i.ne  Jp.  »„.  »..i »» ...\.^  ^,„,„^^,^,,  withjbat^jvhich^had^  wu  d,. 

»jrM  Willi  Uie  luBT  ruiliiuns.  _Ji  nij.ii  1  -  -** 
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moIisbeJ,  orerrame  ffie  sounds  of  the  truni- 
ptts  and  the  rejoicing  of  the  people. 

3.  But  when  the  Samaritans,  who  were  still 
enemies  to  the  tribes  of  Judah  and  Benjamin, 
beard  the  sound  of  the  truiopots,  they  came 
running  together,  and  desired  to  know  what 
was  the  occasion  of  this  tumult;    and  when 
they  perceived  that  it  was  from  the  Jews  who 
had  been  carried  captive  to  Babylon,  and  were 
i:l)uilding  their  temple,  they  came  to  Zoro- 
Uiliel,  and  to  Jeshua,  and  to  the  heads  of  the 
families,  and  desired    that  they   would   give 
tliem  leave  to  build  the  temple  with  them,  and 
10   he    partners    with   them    in    building   it ; 
tor  they  said,  "  We  worship  their  God,  and 
especially   pray  to  him,  and  are  desirous  of 
tl.eir  religious  settlenjcnt,  and  this  ever  since 
Sh.ilmanezer,  the  king  of  Assyria,  transplanted 
us  out  of  Cuthah  and  Media  to  this  place." 
When  they  said  thus,  Zorobabcl,  and  Jeshua 
the  high  priest,  and  the  he-ads  of  the  families 
of  the  Israelites,  replied  to  tbem,  that  it  was 
impossible  for  them  to  permit  then;  to  be  their 
partners,  whilst  they  [only]  had  been  appointed 
to  build  that  temple  at  first   by  Cyrus,  and 
now  by  Darius,  although  it  was  indeed  lawful 
for  them  to  come  and  worship  there  if  they 
pleased,  and  that  they  could  allow  them  no- 
thing, but  that  iu  common  with  them,  which 
WHS  common  to  them  with  all  other  men,  to 
come  to  their  temple  and  worship  God  there. 
4.   When  the  Cutheans  heard  this,  for  the 
Samaritans   have    that  appellation,    they  had 
indignation  at  it,  and  persuaded  the  nations  of 
Syria  to  desire  of  the  governors,  in  the  same 
manner  as  they  had  done  formerly  in  the  days 
of  Cyrus,  and  again  in  the  days  of  C'anibyses 
afterwards,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  building  of 
the  temple,  and  to  endeavour  to  delay  and  pro- 
tract the  Jews  in  their  zeal  about  it.     Now  at 
this  time  Sisinnes,  the  governor  of  Syria  ond 
Phcenicia,   and    Sathrabuzanes,    with   certain 
others,  came  up  to  Jerusalem,  and  asked  the 
rulers  of  the  Jews,  by  whose  grant  it  was  th?t 
they  built  the  temple  in  this  manner,  since  it 
w:is  more  like  to  a  citadel  than  a  temple?  ami 
for  what  reason  it  was  that  they  built  cloisters 
and  walls,  and  those  strong  ones  too,  about 
the  city?     To  which  Zorobabel  and  Jeshua 
the  high-priest  replied,  that  they  were  the  ser- 
vants of  God  AUnighty:  that  this  temple  was 
built  for  him  by  a  king  of  theirs  that  lived 
in  great  prosperity,  and  one  that  exceeded  all 
men  in  virtue;  and  that  it  continued  a  long 
time,  but  that,  because  of  their  fathers'  im- 
piety towards  God,  Nebuchadnezzar,  king  of 
the  Babylonians  and  of  the  Chaldeans,  took 
their  city  by  force,  and  destroyed  it,  and  pil- 
laged  the  temple,   and  burnt  it   down,  and 
transplanted  the  people    whom  he  had  made 
CTOtives,  and  removed  them  to  Babylon;  that 
Cjrus,  who,  after  him,  was  king  of  Babylo- 
nia and   Persia,   wrote  to  them  to  build  the 
temple,  and  committed  the  gifts  and  vessels, 
and  whatsoever  Nebudiaduezzar  had  carried 


out  of  it,  to  Zorobabel,  and  Mithridates  tb« 
treasurer ;  and  gave  order  to  have  them  car- 
tied  to  Jerusalem,  and  to  have  them  restored 
to  their  own  temple  when  it  was  buih ;  for 
he  had  sent  to  them  to  have  it  done  speedily, 
and  commanded  Sanabassar  to  go  up  to  Je- 
rusalem, and  to  take  care  of  the  building  el 
the  temple;  who,  upon  receiving  that  epistle 
from  Cvrus,  came  and  immediately  laid  its 
foundations:  —  "and  although  it  hath  been 
in  building  from  that  time  to  this,  it  hath  not 
yet  been  finished,  by  reason  of  the  malignitj' 
of  our  enemies.  If  therefore  you  have  a 
mind,  and  think  it  proper,  write  this  account 
to  Darius,  that  when  be  hath  consulted  the 
records  of  the  kings,  be  may  find  that  we 
have  told  you  nothing  that  is  false  about  thi» 
matter." 

5.  When  Zorobabel  and  the  high-priest 
had  made  this  answer,  Sisinnes,  and  those 
that  were  with  him,  did  not  resolve  to  hinder 
the  building,  until  they  had  informed  king 
Darius  of  all  this.  So  they  immediately 
wrote  to  him  about  these  affairs;  but  as  the 
Jews  were  now  under  terror,  and  afraid  lest 
the  king  should  change  his  resolutions  as  to 
the  building  of  Jerusalem  and  of  the  temple, 
there  were  two  prophets  at  that  time  amongst 
them,  Haggai  and  Zcchariah,  who  encou- 
raged them,  and  bade  them  be  of  good  cheer, 
and  to  suspect  no  discouragement  from  the 
Persians,  for  that  God  foretold  this  to  them. 
So,  in  dependence  on  those  prophets,  they 
applied  themselves  earnestly  to  building,  and 
did  not  intermit  one  day. 

6.  Now  Darius,  when  the  Samaritans  had 
written  to  him,  and  in  their  epistle  had  ac- 
cused the  Jews  how  they  fortified  the  city,  and 
built  the  temple  more  like  to  a  citadel  than  a 
temple;  and  said,  that  their  doings  were  not 
expedient  for  the  king's  affairs;  and  besides, 
they  showed  the  epistle  of  Cambyses,  where- 
in he  forbade  them  to  build  the  temple;  and 
when  Darius  thereby  understood  that  the  re- 
storation of  Jerusalem  was  not  expedient  lor 
bis  affairs,  and  when  he  had  read  the  epistle 
that  was  brought  him  from  ^siimes  and  those 
thst  were  with  him,  he  gave  order  that  what 
concerned  these  nmtters  should  he  sought  for 
among  the  royal  records.— Whereupon  a  bock 
«-Bs  fiiund  atEcbatana,  in  the  tower  that  was_ 
in  JledLs,  wkcrein  was  written  as  follows: — ' 
"  Cyrus  the  ting,  in  the  first  year  of  his  reigii, 
commanded  that  the  temple  should  be  built 
in  Jerusalem;  end  tha  altar  in  height  three- 
score cubits,  and  its  breadth  of  the  same,  with 
three  edifices  of  polisiieii  stone,  and  one  eOi. 
fice  of  stone  of  their  owncocintry;  and  he  or- 
dained that  the  expenses  of  it  should  be  paid 
out  of  the  king's  revenue.  He  al'o  i-om- 
manded  that  the  vessels  which  N-bueli^iiiei- 
zar  had  pitbped  [out  of  the  temple],  and  bad 
carried  to  Bab>lon,  should  be  resiired  to  ''ae 
people  of  Jerusalem;  «>id  that  the  care  oi 
tl}e»e  tilings  should  be  on;;  to  Sanabassar,  tb« 
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governor  and  president  of  Syria  and  Phteni- 
cia,  and  to  his  associates,  tliat  tliey  may  not 
meddle  with  that  place,  hut  may  permit  the 
servants  of  God,  the  Jews  and  their  rulers,  to 
build  the  temple.  He  also  ordained  that  they 
should  assist  them  in  the  work;  and  that  they 
should  pay  to  the  Jews,  out  of  the  tribute  of 
the  country  where  they  were  governors,  on 
account  of  the  sacrilices,  bulls,  and  rams,  and 
]aaibs,  and  kids  of  the  goats,  and  tine  flour, 
and  oil,  and  wine,  and  all  other  things  that 
the  priests  should  suggest  to  them;  and  that 
they  should  pray  for  the  preservation  of  the 
king,  and  of  the  Persians:  and  that  for  such 
as  transgressed  any  of  these  ortlers  thus  sent 
to  them,  he  commanded  that  they  should  be 
caught,  and  hung  upon  a  cross,  and  their  sub- 
stance confiscated  to  the  king's  use.  He  also 
prayed  to  Goil  against  tliem,  that  if  any  one 
attempted  to  hinder  the  building  of  the  tem- 
ple, God  would  strike  him  dead,  and  thereby 
restrain  his  wickedness," 

7.  When  Darius  had  found  this  book 
among  the  records  of  Cyrus,  he  wrote  an  an- 
swer to  Sisiimes  and  his  associates,  whose  con- 
tents were  these; — "  King  Darius  to  Si-innes 
the  governor,  and  to  Sathrabuzanes,  sendeth 
greeting.  Having  found  a  copy  of  this  epistle 
among  the  records  of  Cyrus,  I  have  sent  it 
to  you;  and  I  will  that  all  things  be  doiie  as 
therein  written. — .Farewell."  So  when  Si- 
sinnes,  and  those  that  were  with  him,  un- 
derstood the  intention  of  the  king,  they  re- 
solved to  follow  his  directions  entirely  for  the 
time  to  come.  So  they  forwarded  the  sacred 
works,  and  assisted  the  elders  of  the  Jews,  and 
the  princes  of  the  sanhedrim;  and  the  struc- 
ture of  the  temple  was  with  great  diligence 
brought  to  a  conclusion,  by  the  prophecies  of 
Haggai  and  Zechariuh,  according  to  God's 
commamis,  and  by  the  injunctions  of  Cyrus 
and  Darius  the  kings.  Now  the  temple  was 
built  in  seven  years'  time:  and  in  the  ninth 
year  of  the  reign  of  Darius,  on  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  the  twelfth  month,  which  is  by  us 
called  Adar,  but  by  the  .Macedonians  I)iii(ru>', 
the  priests  and  the  Levites,an<l  the  other  multi- 
tude of  the  Israelites,  olfered  sacrilices,  as  the 
renovation  of  their  former  prosperity  after  their 
captivity,  arul  because  they  had  now  the  tem- 
ple  rebuilt,   a    hundred    bulls,    two   hundred 

•  rams,  four  hundred  lambs,  and  tv^■elve  kids  of 
the  goats,  according  to  the  number  of  their 
tribes  (for  so  many  are  the  tribes  of  the  Israel- 
ites); and  this  last  for  the  sins  of  every  tribe. 
The  pric'ts  al>o,  and  the  Levites,  set  the  por- 
ters at  every  gate  according  to  the  laws  of 
Moses.  The  Jews  also  built  the  cloisters  of 
the  inner  tcuiple  that  were  round  about  the 
temple  itself. 

8.  And  as  the  feast  of  uideavened  bread 
was  at  hand,  in  the  tirst  month,  which,  accoril- 
ing  tc  the  Macedonians,  is  called  Xaiit/ticus, 
but  accordi"^;  to  us  AVsfiH,  all  the  pe<iple  ran 
together  out  of  the  villages  to  the  city,  ami 


celebrated  the  festival,  having  purified  them- 
selves, with  their  wives  ami  children,  accord- 
ing  to  the  law  of  their  country;  and  they  of- 
fereil  the  sacrifice  which  was  called  the  Pass- 
over^ on  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  same  month, 
and  fe.isted  seven  days,  and  spared  for  no  cost, 
but  offered  whole  bnrnt-oflerings  to  God,  and 
performed  sacrifices  of  thanksgiving,  because 
God  had  led  them  again  to  the  land  of  their 
fathers,  and  to  the  laws  thereto  belonging,  and 
had  rendered  the  mind  of  the  king  of  Persia 
favourable  to  them.  So  these  men  ofTercd 
the  largest  sacrifices  on  these  accotnits,  and 
used  great  nnignificence  in  the  worship  of 
(iod,  and  dwelt  in  Jerusalem,  and  made  use 
of  a  form  o*'  govcrniiuMU  that  was  :iri;tocrati- 
cal,  but  ini.xed  with  an  oligarchy,  I'or  the  high- 
priests  were  at  the  head  of  their  affairs,  until 
the  posterity  of  the  Asamoneans  set  up  kingly 
government;  for  before  their  captivity,  and 
the  dissolution  of  their  polity,  tiicy  at  first 
had  kingly  government  from  Saul  and  David 
for  live  hundred  and  thirty-two  years,  six 
months,  aiul  ten  days:  but  l>ef(ire  those  kings, 
such  rulers  governed  them  as  were  called 
Juilgcs  and  Monarchs.  Under  this  form  of 
government,  they  continued  for  more  than 
five  hundred  years,  after  the  death  of  .Moses, 
and  of  Joshua  their  commander. — And  this  is 
tile  .account  I  h:id  to  give  <d  the  Jews  who 
had  been  cirried  into  captivity,  but  were  de- 
livered from  it  in  the  times  of  Cyrus  and  Da- 
rius. 

9.  ■  Hut  the  Samaritans,  being  evil  and  en- 
viously <lisposcd  to  the  Jews,  wrought  them 
many  mischiefs,  by  reliance  on  their  riches, 
and  by  their  pretence  that  they  were  allied  to 
the  Persians,  on  account  that  thence  they 
!  came;  and  whatsoever  it  was  that  they  were 
I  enjoined  to  pay  the  Jews  by  the  king's  order 
out  of  their  tributes  for  the  sacrifices,  they 
would  not  pay  it.  They  had  also  the  gover- 
nors favourable  to  them,  and  assisting  them 
for  that  purpose;  nor  did  they  spare  to  hurt 
them,  either  by  themselves  or  by  others,  as 
far  as  they  were  able.  So  the  Jews  deter- 
mined to  send  an  embassage  to  king  Darius 
in  favour  of  the  people  of  Jerusalem,  and  in 
order  to  accuse  the  Samaritans.  The  ambas- 
sadors were  Zorobabel,  and  four  others  of  th'e 
rulers;  and  as  soon  as  the  king  knew  from 
the  ambassadors  the  accusations  and  rom- 
pl.aints  they  brought  against  the  Samaritans, 
he  gave  them  an  epistle  to  be  carried  to  the 
governors  and  council  of  Samaria;  the  con- 
tents of  which  epistle  were  these:  "  King 
Darius  to  Tanganas  and  Sainbabas,  the  go- 
vernors of  the  Samaritans;  to  Sadraccs  an<l 
Uobelo,  and  the  rest  of  their  fellow-servants 
that  are  in  Samaria:  Zorobabel,  Ananias, 
and  .Mordecai,  the  ambassadors  of  the  Jews, 
complain  of  yon.  that  you  obstruct  them  in 
the  building  of  the  temple,  and  do  not  su[iply 

•    Ti'e  liislotj    rmiluiiK-d   in  this    scrlion    is  <-nIircIy 
n-ant:ng  id  aU  our  cupivs,  l>utb  M  fvzra  aud  Rfidros. 
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tliem  with  the  expenses  which  I  commanded 
you  to  do  for  the  offering  of  their  sacritices. 
My  w-ill  therefore  is  this :  That  upon  the 
reading  of  this  epistle,  you  supply  them  with 
whatsoever  they  *vant  for  their  sacritices,  and 
that  out  of  the  royal  treasury,  of  the  tri- 
butes of  Samaria,  as  the  priest  shall  desire, 
that  they  may  not  leave  off  their  offering  daily 
sacritices,  nor  praying  to  God  for  me  and  the 
Persians:" — and  these  were  the  contents  of 
that  epistle. 


CHAPTER  V. 

HOW  XERXES,  THE  SON  OP  DAEIUS,  WAS 
WELL-DISPOSED  TO  THE  JEWS;  AS  ALSO 
CONCERNING  ESDRAS  AND  NEHEMlAH. 

§  1.  Upon  the  death  of  Darius,  Xerxes  bis 
son  took  the  kingdom;  who,  as  be  inherited 
bis  father's  kingdom,  so  did  he  inherit  his 
piety  towards  God,  and  honour  of  him  ;  for 
he  (lid  all  things  suitably  to  his  father  rela- 
ting; to  divine  worship,  and  he  was  exceeding 
friendly  to  the  Jews.  Now  about  this  time  a 
son  of  Jeshua,  whose  name  was  Joacim,  was 
the  high-priest.  Moreover,  there  was  now  in 
Babylon  a  righteous  man,  and  one  that  en- 
joyed a  great  reputation  among  the  multitude; 
he  was  the  principal  priest  of  the  people,  and 
his  name  was  Esdras.  He  was  very  skillul 
in  tlie  laws  of  Moses,  and  was  well  acquainted 
with  king  Xerxes.  Ue  bad  determined  to 
go  up  to  Jerusalem,  and  to  take  with  him 
some  of  those  Jews  that  were  in  Babylon ;  and 
hu  desired  that  the  king  would  give  him  an 
epistle  to  the  governors  of  Syria,  by  which 
they  might  know  who  he  was.  Accordingly, 
tlie  king  wrote  the  following  epistle  to  those 
governors:  —  "  Xerxes,  king  of  kings,  to  Es- 
dras tlie  priest,  and  reader  of  the  divine  law, 
greeting.  I  think  it  agreeable  to  that  love 
which  1  bear  to  mankind,  to  permit  those  of 
the  Jewish  nation  who  are  so  disposed,  as  well 
as  those  of  the  priests  and  Levites  that  are  in 
our  kingdom,  to  go  together  to  Jerusalem. 
Accordingly,  I  have  given  command  for  that 
purpose;  and  let  every  one  that  hath  a  mind 
go,  according  as  it  hath  seemed  good  to  me, 
and  to  my  seven  counsellors,  and  this  in  or- 
der to  their  review  of  the  affairs  of  Judea,  to 
see  whether  they  be  agreeable  to  the  law  of 
God.  Let  them  also  take  with  them  those 
presents  which  I  and  my  friends  have  vowed, 
with  all  that  silver  and  gold  which  is  found  in 
the  country  of  the  Babylonians,  as  dedicated  to 
God,  and  let  all  this  be  carried  to  Jerusalem, 
to  God  for  sacritices.  Let  it  also  be  lawful 
for  thee  and  thy  brethren  to  make  as  many 
vessels  of  silver  and  gold  as  thou  pleasest. 
Thou  shalt  also  dedicate  those  holy  vessels 
which  have  been  given  thee,  and  as  many 
more  as  thou  hast  a  tnind  to  make,  aud  shalt 


take  the  expenses  out  of  the  king's  treasury, 
I  have  moreover  written  to  the  treasurers  of 
Syria  and  Phosnida,  that  they  take  care  of 
those  affairs  that  Esdras  the  priest,  and  reader 
of  the  laws  of  God,  is  sent  about;  and  that 
God  may  not  be  at  all  angry  with  roe,  or  with 
my  children,  I  grant  all  that  is  necessary  for 
sacritices  to  God,  according  to  the  law,  as  fer 
as  a  hundred  cori  of  wheat;  and  I  enjoin  you 
not  to  lay  any  treacierous  imposition,  or  any 
tributes  upon  their  priests  or  Le%'ites,  or  sa- 
cred singers,  or  porters,  or  sacred  servants, 
or  scribes  of  the  temple;  and  do  thou,  O  Es- 
dras, appoint  judges  according  to  the  wisdom 
[given  thee]  of  God,  and  those  such  as  under- 
stand the  law,  that  they  may  judge  in  all  Syria 
and  Phcenicia;  and  do  thou  instruct  those 
also  which  are  ignorant  of  it,  that  if  any  on* 
of  thy  countrymen  transgress  the  law  of  God, 
or  that  of  the  king,  he  may  be  punished,  as 
not  transgressing  it  out  of  ignorance,  but  as 
one  that  knows  it  indeed,  but  boldly  despises 
and  contemns  it;  and  such  may  be  punished 
by  death,  or  by  paying  fines.      Farewell." 

2.  When  Esdras  had  received  this  epistle, 
he  was  very  joyful,  and  began  to  worship 
God,  and  confessed  that  he  bad  been  the  cause 
of  the  king's  great  favour  to  him,  and  that 
for  the  same  reason  be  gave  all  the  thanks  to 
God.  So  he  read  the  epistle  at  Babylon  to 
those  Jews  that  were  there;  but  he  kept  the 
epistle  itself,  and  sent  a  copy  of  it  to  all  those 
of  his  own  nation  that  were  in  Media;  and 
when  these  Jews  had  understood  what  piety 
the  king  had  towards  God,  and  what  kindness 
he  had  for  Esdras,  tbey  were  all  greatly  pleas- 
ed; nay,  many  of  them  took  their  effects  with 
them,  and  came  to  Babylon,  as  very  desirous 
of  going  down  to  Jerusalem;  but  then  the 
entire  body  of  the  people  of  Israel  remained 
in  that  country;  wherefore  there  are  but  two 
tribes  in  Asia  and  Europe  subject  to  the 
Romans,  while  the  ten  tribes  are  beyond  Eu- 
phrates till  now,  and  are  an  immense  mulri- 
tude,  and  not  to  be  estimated  by  numbers. 
Now  there  came  a  great  number  of  priests, 
and  Levites,  and  porters,  and  sacred  singers, 
and  sacred  servants,  to  Esdras.  So  he  ga- 
thered those  that  were  in  the  captivity  toge- 
ther beyond  Euphrates,  and  staid  there  three 
days,  and  ordained  a  fast  for  them,  that  they 
might  make  their  prayers  to  God  for  the.ir  - 
preservation,  that  they  might  suffer  no  mis- 
tortunes  by  the  way,  either  from  their  enemies, 
or  from  any  other  ill  accident;  for  Esdras 
had  said  beforehand,  that  he  had  told  the 
king  how  God  would  preserve  them,  and  so 
he  had  not  thought  tit  to  request  that  he  would 
send  horsemen  to  conduct  them.  So  when 
they  had  finished  their  prayers,  ttjey  removed 
from  Euphrates,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  the 
first  month  of  the  seventh  year  of  the  reign 
of  Xerxes,  and  they  came  to  Jerusalem  ou 
the  titth  month  of  the  same  year.  Now  Es- 
dras presented  the  sacxed  mont^y  to  the  irea- 
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surers,  who  were  of  the  family  of  the  priests 
of  silver  six  hundred  and  fifty  talents,  ves-1 
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of  silver  six  hundred  anQ  miy  «'"="^»'   ""f  "r  :^_,  due  to  them 
selsof  silver  one  hundred  talents    vessels  o  U.hne^due  ^o^t^^  ^ 


deserved  death,  yet,  was  it  agreeable  to  the 
lercy  of  God,  to  remit  even  to  these  the  pun- 


sels  OI   silver  uue   iiiu.".^>. --. 

gold  twenty  talents,  vessels  of  brass,  that 
«-as  more  precious  than  gold,'  twelve  talents 
by  weight;  for  these  presents  had  been  made 
by  the  king  and  his  counsellors,  and  by  all 
the  Israelites  that  staid  at  Babylon.  So  when 
Esdras  bad  delivered  these  things  to  the 
priests,  he  gave  to  God,  as  the  appointed  sa- 
trifices  of  whole  burnt- offering,  twelve  bulls 


:ni  uuc  vw  i."»-"«  ^      _ 

4  After  Esdras  had  said  this,  he  left  off 
pravins:  and  when  all  those  that  came  to  h.m 
with  their  wives  and  children  were  under  la- 
mentation,  one,  whose  name  was  Jechonias, 
a  principal  man  in  Jerusalem,  came  to  bim 
and  said,  that  they  bad  sinned  in  marryn.g 
stranse  wives;  and  he  persuaded  him  to  ad- 
jure them  aU  to  cast  those  mves  out,  and  the 


Orifices'  of  whole  burn^offering,  t-U-e  bull^  J-      ^  ^  ^V,,;,-  ,„d  that  those  should 

on  account  of  the  "■"-«"  P-f-JtmbsanS    be  pu  d.hed  who  would  not  obey  the  law.    So 
people,  mnety_  rams,  seventj-twokmbsan^d    ^J^^^  ^^^^^^__^^   ^^  ^^.^  ^,  ^        rfe 

the  heads  of  the  priests,  and  ol  the   Leutts 
and  of  tlio  l,nu.i;t.v.  .wear  that  they  would 


oeopie,  ninety  r.uu'-.  =<^'»^"-.' .    .         , 

twelve  kids  01  the  Koats,  f-.r  the  remission  of 
fins  He  ako  delivered  the  kings  epistle 
to  the  V-ing's  ofticcrs,  and  to  the  governors  ot 
Celesvria  and  Phcenici:i;  and  as  they  were  un- 
."er  the  necessity  of  doing  what  was  enjoined 
_  .  .  '  J    -,.♦««    gun  wpre 


put  awav  tho.e  wives  and  children   accorchng 
to  the  advi.o  of  Je<:honias;  and  when  he  had 


der  the  necessity  of  doing  "hat  was    njoined  ^^^^^^^^.^^^  he  went  in  haste  out  of 

by  him,  they  honoured  our  nation   and  were  -«^,^«               ^,,^  ^,,,„,l,,,  „,  j.,hanan,  the 

assistant  to  them  in  all  their  "eces=,t^es.  the  t.    p                    ^^  ^^  ^^^  ,^_^^^,^j^  ^^^ 

3.   Now  these  things  .vere  truly  done  "":  '"""''^"t'^ffo,  „rief.  so  he  abode  there  that 

,,er  the  conduct  of  Esdras;  ""d^e  succeeded  nothing  at  a^^^                              ^^.^^  „,arie,  that 

in  them,  because  God  esteemed  him  « °f  ^  ^^'',1,0™  of  the  iaptivitv  should  gather  them- 

of  the  success  of  his  conduct,  on  account  ot  »"  '^o  ^"i             1  ^^^-^^^^^  ^..^  ,h        tlia 


hi.  Roodness  and  righteousness.  But  some 
iime  afterward  there  came  some  persons  to 
him  and  brought  an  accusation  against  cer- 
tJu  of  the  multitude,  and  of  the  priests  and 
Levites.who  had  transgresse.l  their  settlement, 
,nd  dissolved  the  laws  of  their  country,  by 
marrying  strange  wHves^an    had  brougl^^ 


selves  together  to  Jerusalem,  and  those  that 
did  not  meet  there  in  two  or  three  days  shouia 
be  banished  from  the  multitude,  and  that  their 
substance  should  bo  api.ropriated  to  the  uses 
of  the  temple,  accordhig  to  the  sentence  ot. 
the  elders,  those  that  were  of  the  tribes  ot  Ju- 
,lah  and  Benjamin  came  together  u.  three 
^ .:...u   ^.,.,  /.f  tVip    ninth' 


ht  ♦he  Mian   ana   i>eiij'wiii"    .........   --n —  .     , 

iiim.j...B  ='•— e-  ..    .„      TWsP   davs    viz.  on  the  twentieth  day  ot  the  niiiin 

family  of  the  priests  into  '•""'';^"";  J ''1^::  l^n'h,  which,  according  to  the  Hebrews  .s. 
persons  desired  hiin  to  support  the  l""/'  ^';  .j  ^  Tehah,  and  according  to  the  Macedo- 
God  should  take  up  a  general  anger  "^'"f  M^^f  A,.,  lUus.  Now,  as  they  were  situng 
them  all,  and  reduce  them  to  a  f »"'«"' ^  |  ";  upper  room  of  the  temple,  where  the 
condition  again.      Hereupon  he  rent  h  |.  pj-    in  tl  c       p               ^^^^__^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  j^^, 

ment  immediately,  out  ot  grief,  an.  P"'  «  off  UUers  .  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^,,j  ^^. 
the  hair  of  his  head  and  beard,  and  cast  him-    ciuse  01  _     .,  ,    ,         _, ^____,  ^^,,  ^,„_ 


the  hair  01  nis  ueau  «""  «....•■,  -• 
self  upon  the  ground,  because  this  crime  had 
reached  the  principal  men  among  the  people; 
and  considering  that  if  he  should  enjoin  the™ 
to  cast  out  their  wives,  and  the  children  hey 
had  by  them,  he  should  not  be  hearkened  to, 
he  continued  lying  upon  the  ground.  How- 
ever, all  the  better  sort  came  running  to  hm, 
who  also  themselves  wept,  and  p.^rtook  of  the 
grief  he  was  under  for  what  had  been  done 
"       _    .  __    c «    tliii    nroiinn.   and 


cused  them,  and  told  them  that  they  had  sin- 
ned in  marrying  wives  that  were  not  of  their 
own  nation;  but  that  now  they  would  do  a 
thing  both  i-leasing  to  God  and  advantageous 
to  themselves,  if  they  would  put  those  vnves 
,xwav.  Accordingly,  they  aU  cried  out  that 
they"  would  do  so.  That,  however,  the  mul- 
titude  was  great,  and  that  the  season  o  the 
vear  was  winter,  and  that  this  work  would  re- 


grief  he  was  under  for  what  had  been  done     /«-".=  .      ^^^   ^.  ^^^   j^^. 

L    Esdras    rose    up    from    the    ground    andl  ,,u,re    n^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^^  ^^^.^  ^^^^,^^  , 


.fetched  out  his  hands  towar.is  Heaven    and 
said  that  he  was  ashamed  to  look  towards  it, 
because  of  the  sins  which  the  people  had  com- 
mitted while  thev  had  cast  out  ot  their  memo- 
ries what  their  fathers  had  undergone  on  ac- 
count of  their  >vickedness;    and  he  besought 
God   who  had  saved  a  seed  and  a  remnant  out 
of  the  calamity  and  captivity  they  had  been  m, 
and    had   restored  them  again  to  J""*^'e"'- 
and  to  their  own  land,  and  had  obliged  the 
kiinr  of  Persia  to  have  compassion  oit  ttem, 
•1    ?  he  would    also  'o^S^-e.^em  their  sins 
Ihcy  had  now  committed,  which,  though  they 


;Ki.;«i  £^  n.<,s.  preciou,  ota.l  melal- 


iiuire    more    iiiait   */"v.   ^'    ----     ^ 
their  rulers,  therefore  [said  they],  ^'"1  J^"*^ 
that  have  married  strange  wives,  come  hither 
at  a  proper  time,  while  the  elders  of  ever, 
nlacc.  that  are  in  common,  to  estimate  the 
number  of  those  that  have  thus  inarned,  are 
to  be  there  also."     Aceordiiigly,  this  was  re- 
solved on.bv  them;    and  they  began  the  in- 
nuiry   after  those   that  had   married   strange 
vives  on  the  first  day  of  the  tenth  nionth  and 
continued  the  inquiry  to  the  first  day  ot  the 
next  month,  and  found  a  great  ■""■'yf  the 
posterity  of  Jeshua  the  liigh-priest,  a-'d  "f  the 
priests  ind  Levites,  and  Israelites,  who  had  a 
greater  regard  to  the  observation  of  the  Uw 
than  to  their  natural  affection,!  and  unmedt- 
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ately  cast  out  their  wives,  and  the  cliilrircn 
which  were  born  of  them;  and  in  order  to 
appe.ise  God,  they  offered  sacrifices,  and  slew 
rams,  as  dilations  to  him;  but  it  does  not 
seera  to  me  to  be  necessary  to  set  doan  the 
names  of  these  men.  So  when  Esdnis  had 
reformed  this  sin  al>out  the  marriages  of  the 
fore-mentioned  persons,  he  reduced  that  prac- 
tii^e  to  purity,  so  that  it  continued  in  that 
state  for  the  time  to  come. 

3.  Now  when  tiiey  kept  the  feast  of  ta- 
bernacles in  the  seventh  month,'  and  almost 
all  the  people  were  come  tofrether  to  it,  they 
went  up  to  the  open  part  of  the  temple,  to 
tlie  pite  which  looked  eastward,  and  desired 
of  Esdras  that  the  laws  of  Moses  niit;ht  be 
read  to  them.  Accordingly,  he  stood  in  the 
midst  of  the  multitude  and  read  them;  and 
this  he  (hd  from  monnng  to  noon.  Now,  by 
hearing  the  laws  read  to  them,  they  were  in- 
structed to  b*;  righteous  raen  for  the  present 
and  for  the  future;  but  as  for  their  past  of- 
fences, they  were  displeased  at  themselves,  and 
proceciled  to  shed  tears  on  their  account,  as 
considering  with  themselves,  that  il  they  hail 
kept  the  law,  they  had  endured  none  of  these 
miseries  which  they  bad  experienced ;  but 
when  Esdras  saw  them  in  that  disposition,  he 
bade  them  go  home  and  not  weep,  for  that  it 
was  a  festival,  and  that  they  ought  not  to 
weep  thereon,  for  that  it  \\~as  not  lawful  so  to 
do.f  He  exhorted  thera  nither  to  proceed 
immediately  to  feasting,  and  to  do  what  was 
suitable  to  a  feast,  and  what  was  agreeable  to 
a  day  of  joy;  but  to  let  their  repentance  and 
sorrow  for  their  former  sins  be  a  security  and 
»  guard  to  them,  that  they  fell  no  more  into 
the  like  offences.  So  upon  Esdras'  exhorta- 
tion they  began  to  feast :  and  when  they  had  so 
done  tor  eight  days,  in  their  tabernacles,  they 
departed  to  their  owli  homes,  singing  hymns 
to  tiod,  and  returning  thanks  to  Esdras  for 
his  reformation  of  what  corruptions  had  been 
introduced  into  their  settlement.  So  it  came 
to  pass,  that  after  he  had  obtained  this  repu- 
tation among  the  people,  he  died  an  old  man, 
and  was  buried  in  a  magniticent  manner  at 
Jerusalem.      About   the   same  time  it  faap- 

sapllvity^of  rviluciof;  the  Jewish  marriages,  oore  for  all. 
to  tlie  strictness  ot  tile  Uw  of  Moses,  uithout  any  rei,'ar(i 
to  ttie  greatness  of  those  who  had  broken  it.  and  with- 
out rv.;ard  to  thai  natural  alTection  or  compassion  for 
their  heathen  wive.s  and  their  children  by  them,  which 
luitile  it  so  hard  lor  Esdras  to  correct  it.  deserves  erejtl; 
to  be  observed  and  imitated  in  all  attempts  for  rejornia'- 
tion  amuni!  ChrisliaDS,  tbe  c-ontrury  conduct  bavini;  e¥er 
been  the  bane  of  true  relii.'ioD,  both  among  Jews  and 
Christians,  while  political  Tiews,  or  human  passions,  or 
^  prudential  motives,  arc  suifefTd  to  take  place  instead  of 
Uie  divine  laws,  and  so  the  blessing  of  God  is  forleiteiL 
and  the  church  still  suffered  to  continue  corrupt  from 
•ne  eeneralion  to  another.      See  ch.  viii.  sect.  :;, 

•  Tins  Jewish  feast  of  talieri-arles  was  iiuitaterl  in 
•everal  heathen  siileiuiiities.  us  spaitheiin  tiere  iibs*Tves 
and  proves  He  also  farther  observes  pre^eii'l).  what 
great  renurd  many  be.ilheiis  had  to  the  monuments  ol 
lAeu-  hirefatbor^.  as  Nehen.iah  had  here.  sect,  ti 

+  Tliis  rule  (f  KMlra>.  u.it  I.'  fast  on  a  leslival  dav.  i;- 
||uoted  in  the  Apostolical  Cuustltutiuos  (b  V.J,  as  otilaii  - 
mti  among  Cbristusaa  alao. 


pened  also  that  Joacira,  the  high-priest,  died; 
and  his  sun  Eliasib  succeeded  in  the  bigb- 
pnesthood. 

6.  >iow  there  ^vas  one  of  those  Jews  who 
bad  been  carried  captive,  who  utis  cup-bearer 
to  kijig  Xerxes ;  his  name  was  Nebemiah. 
As  this  man  was  walking  before  Susa,  tbe 
tnetropolis  of  the  Persians,  he  heard  some 
strangers  that  were  entering  the  city,  after  a 
long  journey,  speaking  to  one  another  in  the 
Hebrew  tongue;  so  he  went  to  them  and 
asked  from  whence  they  came;  and  when  their 
answer  was,  that  they  came  from  Judea,  he 
bei^an  to  inquire  of  them  again  in  what  state 
the  multitude  was,  and  in  what  condition  Je- 
rusalem was:  and  when  they  replied  that  they 
were  in  a  bad  state,!  for  that  their  walls  were 
thrown  down  to  the  ground,  and  that  the 
neighbouring  nations  did  a  great  deal  of  mis- 
chief  to  the  Je\wi,  while  in  the  day-time  they 
overran  the  country,  and  pillaged  it,  and  in 
the  nigbt  diil  them  mischief,  insomuch  that 
ivjt  a  few  were  led  away  ca[>tive  out  ol  the 
(*otintry,  and  out  of  Jerusalem  itself,  and  that 
tbe  roads  were  in  the  da\-tiine  fouml  full  of 
tlcad  men.  Hereupon  Neheniiah  shed  tears, 
out  of  commiseration  of  the  calamities  of  his 
countrymen;  and,  looking  up  to  heaven,  he 
said,  "  How  long,  O  Lord,  wilt  thou  overlook 
our  imtion,  while  It  sutlers  so  great  miseries, 
anu  while  we  are  made  tbe  prey  and  the  spoil 
of  all  men?"  And  while  he  staid  at  the  gate, 
and  lamented  thus,  one  told  hiin  that  the  king 
was  going  to  sit  down  to  supper;  so  he  made 
haste,  antl  went  ai»  he  was,  without  washing 
himself,  to  minister  to  the  king  in  his  ollice  ol 
eup-bearer;  but  as  tbe  king  was  very  plea- 
sant after  supper,  and  more  cheerful  than 
usual,  he  cast  his  eyes  on  Nehemiab,  and  see- 
ing him  look  sad,  lie  asked  him  why  he  was 
sad.  AVhereupon  he  prayed  to  God  to  give 
him  favour,  and  alTord  him  the  power  of  per- 
suading by  his  words;  and  said,  "How  can 
I,  U  king,  appear  otherwise  than  thus,  a  .d 
not  be  in  trouble,  while  I  hear  that  the  wallj 
of  Jerusalem,  the  city  where  are  the  sepul- 
chres of  my  fathers,  are  thrown  down  to  the 
ground,  and  that  its  gates  are  consumed  by 
lire?  But  do  thou  grant  me  the  favour  to 
go  and  build  its  wall,  and  to  finish  tbe  build- 
ing of  the  temple."  Accordingly,  the  king 
gave  him  a  signal,  that  he  freely  granted  biin 
what  he  asked ;  and  told  him  that  he  should 
carry  an  epistle  to  the  governors,  that  they 
might  pay  him  due  honour,  and  afford  bin. 
whatsoever  assistance  he  wanted,  and  as  ho 
pleased.  "  Leave  off  thy  sorrow  then,"  said 
the  king,  "and  be  cheerlul  in  the  performance 
of  thy  olfice  hereafter."     So  It'ehemiah  wcr- 

?  This  miserable  conditiou  ol  the  Jews,  and  their 
capital,  musi  have  been  after  the  de..lh  ol  Esdrav  their 
hiriiier  governor,  and  belore  Neliriiiiah  came  with  hia 
commiasiun  to  build  the  walls  of  Jenisak-in;  nor  is  that 
at  ail  di^acivr-abie  to  these  oislories  hi  Josephus.  since 
tsilr^s  came  nil  ilie  re^eiitlt.  ui.ii  N- bemLaU  uut  till  ibo 
tweuly-tilth  ol  Xei\e.,  al  th.  luleiv^l  ul  elghteea  year^ 
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•hijiped  God,  and  gave  the  king  thanks  for  his 
|,rmnise,  and  cleared  up  his  ?ad  and  cloudy 
countenance,  by  the  pleasure  he  had  from  the 
kiii!?'s  promises.  Accordingly,  the  king  called 
for  hiiii  the  next  day,  and  pave  him  an 
epistle  to  be  carried  to  Adeus,  the  governor 
of  Syria,  and  Phoenicia,  and  Samaria;  where- 
hi  he  sent  to  him  to  pay  due  honour  to  Ne- 
hemiah,  and  to  supply  him  mth  wh.it  he 
wanted  for  his  huildiTig. 

7.    Now  when  he   was  come  to  Babylon, 
and  had  taken  with  him  many  of  his  country- 
men, who  voluntarily  followed  him,  he  came 
to  Jerusalem  in  the  twenty  and  fifth  year  of 
t'le  reign  of  Xerxes;  and  when  he  had  shown 
the  epistles  to  God,'  he  gave  them  to  Adeus, 
and  to  the  other  governors.     He  also  called 
together  all  the  people  to.rernsalpm,  and  stood 
in"the  midst  of  the  temple,  and  made  the  fol- 
lowing  speech   to   them:  — "You  know,  O 
Jews,  that  God  hath  kept  our  fathers,  Abra- 
ham, Isaac,  and  Jacob,  in  mind  continually; 
and  for  the  sake  of  their  righteousness  halh 
not  left  off  the  care  of  you.      Indeed,  he  hath 
assisted  me  in  gaining  this  authority  of  the 
king  to  riise  up  our  wall,  and  finish   what  is 
wanting  of  the  temple.      I  desire  you,  there- 
fore, who  well  know  the  ill-will  our  neigh- 
bouring nations  bear  to    us,  and    that  when 
once  they  are  made  sensible  that  we  are  in  car- 
nest  about  building,  they  will  come  upon   us, 
«nd  contrive  many   ways  of  obstructing  our 
works,  that  you  will,  in  the  first  place,  put 
your  trust  in  God,  as  in  him  that  will  assist 
lis  against  their  hatred,  and  to  intermit  buihl- 
ing  neither  night  nor  day,  but  to  use  all  dili- 
gence, and  to  hasten  on  the   work,  now  we 
have  this  especial  opportunity  for  it."     When 
he  had  said  this,  he  gave  order  that  the  rulers 
fhould  measure  the  wall,  and  part  the  work 
of  it  among  the  people,  according  to  tlieir  vil- 
lages and  cities,  as  every  one's  ability  should 
rei|uire.      And  when  he  had  added  this  pro- 
mise, that  he  himself,  with  his  servants,  would 
assist  them,  he  dissolved  the  assembly.      So 
the  Jews  prepared  for  the  work:    that  is  the 
name  they  are  called  by  from  the   day  that 
they  came  up  from   Babylon,  which  is  taken 
from  the  tribe  of  Judah,  which  came  first  to 
Ihese  places,  and  thence  both  they  and  the 
country  gained  that  appellation. 

8.  But  nowwhen  the  Ammonites, and  .Moab- 
iles,  and  Samaritans,  and  all  that  inhabited  <_'e- 
lesyria,  heard  that  the  building  went  on  a(iace, 
they  took  it  heinously,  and  proceeded  to  lay 
snares  for  them,  and  to  hinder  their  inten- 
tions. They  also  slew  many  of  the  Jews,  and 
sought   how  they  might   destroy    Nehemiah 

•  This  snowinl!  tine  Xmn'  epistles  to  Ood.  or  lay- 
mc  them  open  before  Ood  in  the  temple,  is  very  like  the 
layinq  open  Ihe  epistles  of  .Senoarhenb  before  hnn  also 
hjllezekiab  (i  Kinc's  xi«.  Hi  ls.i.  xxxvii.  Ul ;  allhoiiRh 
thi«  last  w.TS  for  a  inemori.il.  to  put  him  in  nun-i  of  the 
euemirs,  in  order  to  move  the  divine  compassion,  and 
Ihe  present  as  a  token  o(  cralilude  for  mercies  already 
received,  a3  Haveicamp  well  observes  oL  this  place. 


himself,  bv  hiring  some  of  the  foreigners  to 
kill  him.  '  They  also  put  the  Jews  in  fear, 
and  disturbed  them,  anil  spread   abroad   ru- 
mours, as  if  manv  nations  were  ready  to  make 
an  expedition  against  them,  by  which  means 
thev  were  harassed,  and  had  almost  left  off 
the'  building.      But  none  of  these  things  could 
deter    Nehcmiah    from    being    diligent   about 
the  work ;  he  only  set  a  numlier  of  nie:i  about 
him  :is  a  guard  to  his  body,  and  so  unwea- 
riedly  persevered  therein,  and  was  insensible 
of  any  trouble,  out  of  his  desire  to  perfect 
this  w-ork.      And  thus  did  he  attentively,  and 
with  great  forecast,  take  care  of  his  own  sate- 
ty;  not  that  he  feared  ileath,  but  of  this  per- 
suasion, that  if  he  were  dead,  the  walls,  for 
his  citizens,  would  never  be  raised.     He  also 
gave  orders  that  the  builders  should  keep  their 
ranks,  and  have  their  armour  on  while  they 
were  building.      Accordingly,  the  mason  had 
his  sword  on,  as  well  as  he  that  brought  the 
materials  for  building.    He  also  appointed  that 
their  shields  should  lie  very  near  them;   and 
he   placed  trumpeters  at  every   five  hundred 
feet,  and  charged  them,  that  if  their  enemies 
appeared,  they  should  give  notice  of  it  to  the 
people,  that  they  might  fight  in  their  armour, 
and  their  enemies  might  not  fall  upon  them 
naked.     He  also  went  about  the  compass  of 
the  citv  bv  night,  being  never  discouraged, 
neither'  about  the  work  itself,  nor  about  his 
own  diet  and  sleep,   for  he  made  no  use  of 
those  tilings  for  his  pleasure,  but  out  of  ne- 
cessity.     And  this  trouble  he  underwent  tor 
two  years  and  four  months;!    for  in  so  long 
a   time   was  the   wall    built,  in   the  twenty- 
eiu-hth   vear  of  the  reign  of  Xerxes,  in  the 
ninth    liionth.      Now    when    the    walls    were 
finish.'d,  Nehemiah  and  the  multitude  offered 
sacriiices   to   God  for  the  building  of  them; 
and    they   continued   in    feasting  eight   days. 
However,  when  the  nations  which  dwelt  in 
Syria  heard  that  the  building  of  the  wall  was 
finished,  they  had  indignation  at  it;  but  when 
Nehemiah  saw  that  the  city  was  thin  of  peo- 
ple, he  exhorted  the  priests  and  the   Levite', 
that  they  would  leave  the  country,  and  remove 
themselves  to  tlie  city,  and  there  continue; 
and  he  built  thein  houses  at  his  own  expenses; 
and  he  commanded  that  part  of  thetpeople 
who  were  empJoyed  in  cultivating  the  land, 
to  bring  the  tithes  of  their  fruits  to  Jerusa- 


+  It  may  not  be  very  improper  to  remark  here,  with 
what  an  nnnsnal  accuracy  Josephus  di»ermines  thev! 
years  of  Xerxes,  In  which  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  weio 
hinlt.  viz.  that  ^ehemlah  came  wilh  tins  commission  in 
the  2.501  of  XerTeSi  ibat  the  walls  were  tivo  years  and 
four  months  in  hiiildinc;  and  that  ti.ey  were  finished  on 
the  -mh  of  Xerxes,  sect.  7,  8.  It  may  also  be  reni»rked 
farther,  that  Josephus  hanlly  ever  mentions  more  than 
one  inialliWe  astronomical  character,  I  mean  an  eclipse  of 
the  moon,  and  this  a  liltle  beloie  Ihe  ileath  of  Herod  tne 
tireat.  Ant.  b.  xvii  cli.  vi  s.  4.  ^ow  on  these  two  cliro. 
noloeical  characters  in  creat  measure  depend  some  of  the 
most  important  points  beloniiMiR  lo  Chrisliaiilty.  viz.  the 
explication  ol  Daniel's  seventy  weeks,  anil  the  duration 
of  our  -Saviour's  miiiistrv.  and  tlie  time  of  his  death,  id 
i  correspondence  to  these  seventy  weeks.  _See  Ihe  Sup- 
!  plement  lo  the  Lit.  Acconip.  of  Froph.  p.  72. 
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lem,  that  the  priests  and  Levitos  hiiving; 
whereof  they  might  live  perpetually,  might 
not  leave  thti  divine  worship;  who  willingly 
hearkened  to  the  constitutions  of  Keheniiah, 
by  which  means  the  city  Jerusalem  came  to 
be  fuller  of  people  than  it  was  before.  So 
when  Nehemiali  hnd  done  many  other  excel- 
lent things,  and  things  wortliy  of  commenda- 
tion, in  a  glorious  manner,  he  came  to  a  great 
age,  and  tlien  died.  He  was  a  man  of  a 
good  and  a  righteous  disposition,  and  very 
ambitious  to  make  his  own  nation  happy; 
and  he  hath  left  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  as  an 
eternal  monument  for  himself.  Kow  this 
was  done  in  the  days  of  Xerxes. 


CHAPTER  VL 

concerning  esther,  and  mordecai,  and 
haman;  and  how,  in  the  reign  of  AU- 
taxkrxes,  the  whole  nation  of  the 
jews  was  in  danger  of  perishing. 

§  1.  After  the  death  of  Xerxes,  the  king- 
dom came  to  be  transferred  to  his  son  Cyrus, 
whom  the  Greeks  called  Artaxerxes.  When 
this  man  had  obtained  the  government  over 
the  Persians,  the  whole  nation  of  the  Jews,* 
with  their  wnves  and  children,  were  in  danger 
of  perishing;  the  occasion  whereof  we  shall 
declare  in  a  little  time;  for  it  is  proper,  in 
the  first  place,  to  explain  somewhat  relating 
to  this  king,  and  how  he  came  to  marry  a 
Jewish  wife,  who  was  herselt  of  the  royal 
family  also,  and  who  is  related  to  have  saved 
our  nation;  for  when  Artiixerxes  had  taken 
the  kingdom,  and  hai!  set  governors  over  the 
hundred  twenty  and  seven  provinces,  from 
India  even  unto  Ethiopia,  in  the  third  year 

•  Since  9ome  8ceptii-nl  persons  are  willine  to  discard 
this  boMk  of  i'.iither  as  no  irne  liistory  (and  fven  our 
learneii  an<l  judicious  Dr.  Wall,  in  his  late  poslliiimoiis 
Crilieal  Mutri  upon  all  the  otiier  Hebrew  bouks  of  the 
Old  Testament,  gives  us  none  upon  (he  Canticles,  or 
upon  E-stber,  and  seems  thereby  to  pi\e  up  this  book, 
en  well  as  be  fives  op  the  Canlicles.  as  indefensihle^.  I 
shall  ventme  lb  say,  that  almost  all  the  objections  against 
,thi»  book  ut  r.stlier  are  gone  at  once,  if,  as  ue  certainly 
on;;ht  to  dc,  and  as  Dean  Prideaux  has  justly  done,  we 
place  this  history  tindt-r  Arlaxenies  Ixinijimanus,  as  do 
both  tha  SeptuaRint  interpreters  and  Josephtis.  The 
learned  Dr.  Lee.  in  his  posllmmnus  Dissertation  on  the 
Sei-iinrt  Bdok  of  Fsdms,  pa^e  25,  also  says,  that  "the 
trtith  of  this  history  is  demonstrated  by  the  feast  of 
"unin.  kfpt  lip  trom  that  lime  to  this  very  day:  and 
this  surprising  providential  revclutinn  in  favour  of  a 
captive  people,  thereby  con  slant!  y  comineniorated, 
■landeth  even  upon  a  tirmer  ba^i^  tlian  that  tht-re  ever 
was  such  a  man  as  king  Alexander  [the  tircatj  in  the 
World,  of  whose  reign  there  is  no  s'lrh  abiding  monu- 
ment at  this  day  to  be  foii..d  anywhere.  Nur  will  tliey, 
1  dare  say.  w'lio  qtiarrel  at  this  or  any  other  of  the  sacred 
histories,  find  it  a  very  easy  matter  to  reconcile  the  dif- 
ferent accounU  whirh  were  j;iveo  by  historians  of  the 
•  tfairs  of  this  king,  or  to  confirm  any  one  lacl  of  liis 
whiitever  wiih  ihe  samt*  evidemi*  ulnch  is  here  ijiTen 
for  tlie  prinripiU  fart  in  the  sa<rn  d  tmok.  nr  ev»-n  sn 
mnrh  as  to  prove  the  eTisienrc  nf  hurh  a  pt'rs.>n,  of 
whom  so  crei't  thinj;s  are  related,  but  upon  urautini; 
this  hiiuk  of  Ksther.  or  fcinh  ot  Fs.iras  {as  it  i-i  p'aced 
in  sonir  ot  thi'  most  ancient  copieji  t.f  the  VuJgalcj  1o  he 
B  Diost  Uue  and  certain  butu^'v."  *lc 


I  of  his  reigTi,  he  made  a  costly  feast  for  his 
friends,  and  tor  the  nations  of  Persia,  anil  for 
their  governors,  sueh  a  one  as  was  proper  for 
a  kin^^  to  make,  when  he  had  a  mind  to  make 
a  puhlic  demonstration  of  his  riches,  and  this 
for  a  hundred  and  fourscore  days;  after 
I  which  he  made  a  feast  for  other  nations,  and 
I  for  their  ambassadors,  at  Shushan,  for  seven 
days.  Now  this  feast  was  ordered  after  the 
manner  following:  —  He  caused  a  tent  to  he 
pitehed,  which  was  supported  by  pillars  of 
gold  and  silver,  with  curtains  of  linen  and 
purple  spread  over  them,  that  it  might  afford 
room  for  many  ten  thousands  to  sit  down. 
The  cups  with  which  the  waiters  ministered 
were  of  gold,  and  adorned  with  precioua 
stones,  for  pleasure  and  for  sight.  He  also 
gave  order  to  the  servants,  that  they  should 
not  forte  them  to  drink,  by  bringing  them 
wine  continually,  as  is  the  practice  of  the 
Persians,  but  to  permit  every  one  of  the 
guests  to  enjoy  himself  according  to  his  own 
inclination.  Moreover,  he  sent  messengers 
through  tlie  country,  and  g;ive  order  that 
they  should  have  a  renussiim  of  their  labours, 
and  should  keep  a  festival  many  days,  on  ac- 
count of  his  kingdom.  In  like  manner  did 
Vashti  the  queen  gather  her  guests  togethcTj 
and  made  them  a  feast  in  the  palace.  Nov/ 
the  king  was  desirous  to  show  her,  who  ex- 
ceeded all  other  women  in  beauty,  to  those 
that  fe.isted  with  hint,  and  he  sent  some  to 
command  her  to  come  to  his  feast.  But 
she,  out  of  regard  to  the  laws  of  the  Persians, 
which  forbid  the  wives  to  be  seen  by  stran- 
gers, did  not  go  to  the  king;f  and  though  he 
oftentimes  gent  the  eunuchs  to  her,  she  did 
tievertht'lcss  stay  away,  and  refused  to  come, 
till  the  king  was  so  much  irritated,  that  he 
brake  up  the  entertainment,  and  rose  up,  and 
called  for  those  seven  wlio  had  the  interpre- 
tation of  the  laws  committed  to  them,  and 
accused  his  wife,  and  said,  that  he  had  been 
atfronted  by  her,  because  that  when  she  was 
frequently  called  by  him  to  his  feast,  she  did 
not  obey  him  once.  He  therefore  gave  order 
that  they  should  inform  him  what  could  be 
done  by  the  law  against  her.  So  one  of 
them,  whose  name  was  Mcmucan,  said  that 
this  alfront  was  offered  not  to  him  alone,  but 
to  all  the  Persians,  who  were  in  danger  of 
leading  their  lives  very  ill  with  their  wives,  i£ 

+  If  the  Chaldee  paraphrast  he  in  the  ri^ht,  that  Ar- 
taxerses  intended  to  show  Vashti  to  hi(«  guests  na*.ed.  it 
is  nn  won<1er  at  all  that  she  would  not  aubniit  l<>  '-ucb 
an  indiirnity;  but  still  if  it  were  not  so  gri>8S  as  tl"at.  yet 
it  niighl,  in  the  kin^N  cups,  be  done  in  a  way  so  inde- 
cent. A-*  the  Persian  laws  would  not  then  hear,  no  more 
than  (he  common  laws  of  Diodesty.  And  thai  tiie  king 
had  some  siii-h  design,  set-ms  not  improbable,  for  other- 
wi.Sk  the  piinnpal  of  these  royal  R'.iests  cnuld  he  no 
^tlati^ers  to  the  que^it.  nor  unapprised  of  her  be.iuty, 
so  far  as  dfcency  admiltrd.  Ilowever,  *ince  F(ovi- 
denre  was  now  puvint;  the  way  for  the  introduction  uf 
a  .lewe>s  into  the  kiii>:'s  atrectiMns,  m  order  to  biiuK 
about  one  ul  Ih'- most  wonderful  deliverances  wliich  the 
.tewish  tir  an>  iiilion  ever  haM.  we  need  not  he  farlhei 
sdicitiiiiit  hIiojI  tl;e  moti^eichy  '-'Inch  *.he  kmg  wils  ia* 
duced  Lodtiurce  V'asUtU  oiid  ri.arry  t.slher.  _^^,  ^   ^ 


CHAP.  VI. 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS. 


303 


they  must  be  thns  despised  by  them;  for  that 
noMC  of  their  wivM  would  have  any  reve- 
rence for  their  husbands,  if  they  had  "such 
iui  example  of  arrogance  in  the  queen  to- 
wards thee,  who  rulest  over  all.  Accord- 
inL'ly  he  exhorted  him  to  punish  her,  who 
hLiVbeen  guilty  of  so  great  an  affront  to  him, 
after  a  severe  manner;  and  when  he  had  so 
done  to  pubUsh  to  the  nations  what  had  been 
decreed  about  the  queen.  So  the  resolution 
was  to  put  Vashti  away,  and  to  give  her  dig- 
nity to  another  woman.  r     j     r  t, 

•2    But  the  king  having  been  fond  ot  her, 
he  did  not  well  bear  a  separation,  and  yet  by 
the  Uw  he  could  not  admit  of  a  reconciUaUon, 
so  be  was  under  trouble,  as  not  having  it  in 
his  po^ver  to  do  what  he  desired  to  do:   but 
when  his  friends  saw  him  so  uneasy,  they  ad- 
vised him  to  cast  the  memory  of  bis  wite,  and 
his  love  for  her,  out  of  his  mind,  but  to  send  [ 
abroad  over  all  the  habitable  earth,  and  to 
search  out  for  comely  virgins,  and  to  lake  her 
whom  he  should  best  like  for  his  wife,  because 
bis  passion   for   his   former   wife    would   be 
,.auenched  by  the  introduction  of  another,  and 
.the  kindness  he  had  for  Vashti  would  be  with- 
tinwa  from  her,  and  be  placed  on  her  that  was 
.  with  him.      Accordingly,  he  was  persuaded  to 
•follow  this  advice,  and  gave  order  to  certain 
i  persons  to  choose  out  of  the  virgins  that  were 
-in  his  kingdom,  those  that  were  esteemed  the 
;  most  comelv.     So  when  a  great  number  of 
i  these  virgins  were  gathered  together,  there 
was  found  adamselin  Babylon,  whose  parents 
;  were  both  dead,  and  she  was  brought  up  with 
,  her  uncle  Mordecai.  for  that  was  her  uncle  s 
name.     This  uncle  was  of  the  tribe  ot  iJen- 
ijamin,  and  was  one  of  the  principal  persons 
among  the  Jews.     Now  it  proved  that  this 
damsel,   whose  name   was    Esther,   was   the 
most  beautiful  of  all  the  rest,  and  that  the 
grace  of  her  countenance  drew  the  eyes  ot  the 
spectators  principally  upon  her:    so  she  was 
committed  to  one  of  the  eunuchs  to  take  the 
care  of  her;  and  she  was  very  exactly  provided 
with  sweet  odours,  in  great  plenty,  and  mth 
costly  ointments,  such  as  her  body  required 
to  be  anointed  Nvithal;  and  this  was  used  lor 
.  8ix  months  by  the  virgins,  who  were  in  num- 
ber  four   hundred;    and   when   the    eunuch 
thought  the  virgins  had  been  sufficiently  puri- 
fied in  the  fore-mentioned  time,  and  were  now 
fit  to  go  to  the  king's  bed.  he  sent  one  to  be 
with  the  king  every  day.     So  when  he  had 
accompanied  with  her,  he  sent  her  back  to  the 
eunuch;  and  when  Esther  had  come  to  hini, 
be  was  pleased  with  her,  and  feU  in  love  wth 
the  damsel,  and  married  her,  and  maile  her 
his  lawful  wife,  and  kept  a  wedding-least  tor 
her  on  the  twelfth  month  of  the  seventh  year 
of  his  reign,  which  wa*  called  Adar.    He  also 
sent  a,t!jari,  as  they  are  called,  or  messengers, 
unto  every  nation,  and  gave  oniers  that  iK" 
■  should  keep  a  fe.ist  for  his  marriage,  while  he 
bi-.isell  tre.ited  the  Persians  and  the  lledes. 


and  the  principal  men  of  the  nations,  for  a 
whole  month,  on  account  of  this  his  marriage. 
Accordingly,  Esther  came  to  his  royal  palace, 
and  he  set  a  diadem  on  her  head;  and  thus 
was  Esther  married,  without  making  known 
to  the  king  what  nation  she  w  as  derived  trom. 
Her  uncle  also  removed  from  Babylon  to 
Shushan,  and  dwelt  there,  being  every  day 
about  the  palace,  and  inquiring  how  the 
damsel  did,  for  he  loved  her  as  though  she 
had  been  his  own  daughter. 

3.  Now  the  king  had  made  a  law,'  that 
none  of  his  own  people  should  approach  him 
uidess  they  were  called,  when  he  sat  upon  his 
throne;  and  men.  with  axes  in  their  hands, 
stood  round  about  his  throne,  in  order  to  pun- 
ish such  as  approached  to  him  without  being 
called.  However,  the  king  sat  with  a  golden 
sceptre  in  his  hand,  which  he  held  out  when 
he  had  a  mind  to  save  any  one  of  those  that 
approached  to  him  without  being  called;  and 
he  who  touched  it  was  free  from  danger. 
But  of  this  matter  we  have  discoursed  sulli- 

rT'sime  time  after  this  [two  eunuchs]. 
'  Bigthan  and  Teresh.  plotted  against  the  king; 
and  Barnabazus.  the  servant  ol  one  of  the 
eunuchs,  being  by  birth  a  Jew.  was  acquaint- 
ed with  their  conspiracy,  and  discovered  it  to 
the  queen's  uncle;  and  .Mordecai,  by  means  of 
Esther,  made  the  conspirators  known  to  the 
king  This  troubled  the  king;  but  he  lUsco- 
vered  the  truth,  and  hanged  the  eunuchs  upon 
a  cross,  whUe  at  that  time  he  gave  no  re- 
ward to  Mordecai,  who  had  been  the  occasion 
of  his  preservation.  He  only  bade  the  scribes 
to  set  down  his  name  in  the  records,  ami  bade 
him  stay  in  the  palace,  as  an  intimate  friend 
of  the  king.  , 

o  Now  there  was  one  Hainan,  the  son  ot 
Amedatha.  by  birth  an  Amalekite.  that  used 
to  go  in  to  the  king;  and  the  foreigners  and 
Persians  worshipped  him.  as  Artaxerxes  had 
commanded  that  such  honour  should  be  paid 
to  him;  but  Mordecai  was  so  wise,  and  so  ob- 
servant of  his  own  country's  laws,  that  he 
would  not  worship  the  man.t  When  Hamau 
observed  this,  he  inquired  whence  he  came; 
and  when  he  understood  that  he  was  a  Jew, 
he  had  indignation  at  him,  and   said  withui 


.  Hf roJotiis  Mvs  that  tliis  law  [aesinjt any  ont  s  conl- 
i„5  uncalW  tolhe  k.DRS  of  Persu  when  l".^)  were  sil- 
i„.  on  Iheir  thrones]  was  Br.t  enacted  by  Deioces  [,  t 
by  him  who  Brat  w.lhUre«  the  MeJea  from  the  domin.on 
nf  the  As-^riaus,  and  hii.^Wl  h.sl  reuned  over  Ihem  I 
Thns  a*o.  »"y">^panbeim,  stood  gnards.  wilh  Ihe.r  a«s. 
about  die  throne  of  Ten.,,,  or  Tenudos.  that  the  offender 
mii-hi  by  Ihero  he  punished  immediately.  .  ,„  u, 

+  Whether  this  adoration  required  of  Mordecai  to  Hi- 
man  were  bv  him  deemed  too  like  the  at^oralion  dii. 
m\\  to  God.  as  Jo«.phu»  seem,  here  to  Ihink.  as  well  a, 
the  Septnagint  interpreters  aUo,  by  their  translation  of 
Kslh  xiii  U  11  U.  or  whether  he  thoui-bt  he  ombt 
to  pay  .msotl  of  adoration  to  an  Amalekite.  which  na- 
„„n  bad  been  s„ch  ureat  .inoe..  a,  to  ha.e  >>''>;""•- 
versal.v  devoted  11  destruction  by  G.k!  h'ni'el  (t""!. 
ivii  14  1.5  li-  1  >;am.  XI.  If),  or  whether  both  uinsel 
concur, eJ,  cannot  now,  1  doubt,  be  certainly  detel- 
rained. 
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himself,  that  whereas  the  Persians,  who  were 
free  men,  worshipped  him,  this  man,  who  was 
no  better  than  a  slave,  does  not  vouchsafe  to 
do  so.  And  when  he  desired  to  punish 
Mordecai,  he  thought  it  too  small  a  thing  to 
request  of  the  king  that  he  alone  might  be 
punished;  he  rather  determined  to  abolish  the 
whole  nation,  for  he  was  naturally  an  enemy 
to  the  Jews,  because  the  nation  ot  the  Amale- 
kites,  of  whicb  he  was,  had  been  destroyed 
by  them.  Accordingly,  he  came  to  the  king, 
aiid  accused  them,  saying,  "  There  is  a  certain 
wicked  nation,  and  it  is  dispersed  over  all  the 
habitable  earth  that  was  under  his  dominion; 
a  nation  separate  from  others,  unsociable,  nei- 
ther admitting  the  same  sort  of  divine  wor- 
ship that  others  do,  nor  using  laws  like  to  the 
laws  of  others,  at  enmity  with  thy  people,  and 
with  all  men,  both  in  their  manners  and  prac- 
tices. Now,  if  thou  »ilt  be  a  benefactor  to 
thy  subjects,  thou  wilt  give  order  to  destroy 
them  utterly,  and  not  leave  the  least  remains 
of  thero,  nor  preserve  any  of  them,  either  for 
slaves  or  for  captives."  But  tlmt  the  king 
might  not  be  damnified  by  the  loss  of  the  tri- 
butes which  the  Jews  paid  him,  Haman  pro- 
mised to  give  him  out  of  his  own  estate  forty 
thousand  talents  whensoever  he  pleased;  and 
he  said  he  would  pay  this  money  very  wil- 
lingly that  the  kingdom  might  be  freed  from 
8uch  a  misfi»rtune. 

6.  When  Haman  had  made  this  petition, 
the  king  both  forgave  him  the  money,  and 
granted  him  the  men,  to  do  what  he  would 
with  them.  So  Haman.  having  gained  what 
he  desired,  sent  out  immediately  a  decree,  as 
from  the  king,  to  all  nations,  the  contents 
whereof  were  these: — "  Artaxerxes,  the  great 
king,  to  the  rulers  of  the  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  provinces,  from  Indis  to  Kthiopia,  sends 
this  writing.  Whereas  I  have  governed  many 
nations,  and  obtained  the  dominions  of  all  the 
hal)itable  earth,  according  to  my  desire,  and 
have  not  been  obliged  to  do  any  thing  that  is 
in^olent  or  cruel  to  my  subjects  by  such  my 
power,  but  have  showed  myself  mild  and 
gentle,  by  taking  care  of  their  peace  and  good 
order,  and  have  sought  how  they  might  enjoy 
those  blessings  for  all  time  to  eooie ;  and 
whereas  I  have  been  kindly  informed  by  Ha- 
man, who,  on  account  of  his  prudence  and 
justice,  is  the  first  in  my  esteem,  and  in  dig- 
nity, and  only  second  to  myself,  for  his  fidelity 
and  constant  good-will  to  me,  that  there  is  an 
ill-natured  nation  intermixed  with  all  man- 
kind, that  is  averse  to  our  laws,  and  not  sub- 
ject to  kings,  and  of  a  different  conduct  of 
life  from  others,  that  hateth  monarchy,  and  of 
a  disposition  that  is  pernicious  to  our  silairs; 
I  give  order  that  these  men,  of  whom  Ha- 
man, our  second  father,  hath  informed  us,  be 
destroyed,  with  their  wives  and  children,  and 
that  none  of  them  be  spared,  and  that  none 
prefer  pity  to  them  before  obedience  to  this 
dtcree;  and  thia  I  will  to  be  executed  on  the 


fonrteemh  day  of  the  twelfth  month  of  this 
present  year,  that  so  when  all  that  have  en- 
mity to  us  are  destroyed,  and  this  in  one  day, 
we  may  be  allowed  to  lead  the  rest  of  our 
lives  in  peace  hereafter."  Now  when  this 
decree  was  brought  to  the  cities,  and  to  the 
country,  all  were  ready  for  the  destruction 
and  entire  abolishment  of  the  Jews,  against 
the  day  before-mentioned ;  ai.d  they  were 
very  hastv  about  it  at  Shushan,  in  particular. 
Accordingly,  the  king  and  Haman  spent  their 
lime  in  feasting  together  with  good  cheer  and 
wine;   but  the  city  was  in  disorder. 

7.  Now  when  Mordecai  was  informed  of 
what  was  done,  he  rent  his  clothes,  and  put 
on  sackcloth,  and  sprinkled  ashes  upon  his 
bead,  and  went  about  the  city,  crying  out, 
that  "  a  nation  that  had  been  injurious  to  no 
man,  was  to  be  destroyed."  And  he  went  on 
saying  thus  as  far  as  to  the  king's  palace,  and 
there  he  stood,  for  it  was  not  lawful  for  him 
to  go  into  it  in  that  habit.  The  same  thing 
was  done  by  all  the  Jews  that  were  in  the 
several  cities  wherein  this  decree  was  pub- 
lished, with  lamentation  and  roourninp,  en 
account  of  the  calamities  denounced  against 
them.  But  as  soon  as  certain  persons  had 
told  the  queen  that  Mordecai  stood  before  the 
court  in  a  mourning  habit,  she  was  disturbed 
at  this  report,  and  sent  out  such  as  should 
change  his  garments;  but  when  be  could  not 
be  induced  to  put  off  his  sackcloth,  because 
the  sjd  occasion  that  forced  him  to  put  it  on 
was  not  yet  ceased,  she  called  the  eunuch 
Acratheus,  for  he  was  then  present,  and  sent 
him  to  Mordecai,  in  order  to  know  of  him 
what  sad  accident  had  betallen  him.  for  which 
he  was  in  mohrning,  and  would  not  put  ofl 
the  habit  he  had  put  on,  at  her  desire.  Then 
did  Mordecai  inform  the  eunuch  of  the  occa- 
sion of  his  mourning,  and  of  the  decree  which 
was  sent  by  the  king  into  all  the  country,  and 
of  the  promise  of  money  whereby  Haman 
bought  the  destruction  of  their  nation.  He 
aiso  gave  him  a  copy  of  what  was  proclaimed 
at  Shushan,  to  be  carried  to  Esther;  and  he 
charged  her  to  petition  the  king  about  this 
matter,  and  not  to  think  it  a  dishonourable 
thing  in  her  to  put  on  a  humble  habit,  lor 
the  safety  of  her  nation,  wherein  sl.e  might 
deprecate  the  ruin  of  the  Jews,  who  were  in 
danger  of  it;  for  that  Hamun,  whose  dignity 
was  only  inferior  to  that  of  the  king,  bad 
accused  the  Jews,  and  had  irritated  the  king 
against  them.  When  she  was  informed  of  this, 
she  sent  to  Mordecai  again,  and  told  him  that 
she  was  not  called  by  the  king,  and  that  he  who 
goes  in  to  him  without  being  called,  is  to  be 
slain,  unless  when  he  is  willing  to  save  any 
one,  he  holds  out  his  golden  sceptre  to  him; 
but  that  to  whomsoever  he  does  so,  although  he 
go  in  without  being  called,  that  person  is  so  f&T 
from  being  slain,  that  he  obtains  pardon,  and 
is  entirely  preserved.  Now  when  the  cunucb 
carried  this  message  from  Esther  to  Motdf 
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e^.  He  bade  U™  aUo  teU  ..  tHat  '^^^^  ^,^^^1^ ';-^re;^uStnnrt 
noi  only  provide  for  her  0«-t>  P'^-"^*'^  ;  ^^J;rfo Uowfd  aiier,  and  lifted  up  hcj  lar^e 
but  for  the  common  preservation  of  her  na-  ,°'^ert^  ^  along  the  ground)  w.th 

tion.  for  that  .f  she  now  ne^cte-th^^^^^^^^^ 


ta.itv.    there   would   certainly  "'^'^   '^  fj^  p^'^" o 'he  king,  having  a  blushmg  redness 

them' from  God  some  other  way;  ''"/'^'^J^/I^'^er  countenance,  with  a  pleasant  agreeable- 

her  father's  house  would  be  "l-  ™Ve^  by  'ho-    - ^e    co^^  ^^^^_^^.^^^_  ^^^  ^.^  ^,_^  ^^  „^  ,    , 

whom  she  now  despised.     But  fc>ther    sent 

,l,e  verv  same  eunuch  back  to  M"';''^""  [^ 

desire  hi.n],  to  go  to  Shushan,  and  to  gather 

The  Jews  tL  were  there  together  to  a  con- 

gregalion,  nnd  to  fast,  and  abst^un  l,om   aU 

Zrl  of  lood.  on  her  account,  and  [to  le    h»n 

"  .w.bat]  she  with  her  --I-'  7"'.\f^ 

the   same;    and   then   she  promised  that  she 

would  go  .0  the  king,  though  ,t  were  a«a.nst 

the  law,  and  that  if  she  must  die  ior  it,  she 

would  not  refuse  it,  •    j- ,     .    Pcthnr 

.^     Accordinglv,   Mordectu    did    as    Esther 

had  enjoined  him.  and  ma.le  the  P<'"P>«  '■;;'*  = 
.„,  hi  besought   God,  toge    or  wiU^hm 


^th  fear;  and  as  soon  as  she  was  come  over- 
r^Iin  t  him,  as  he  was  sitting  on  h.s  throne, 
n  his  roval  apparel,  which  "as  a  garment^  n- 
terwoven  with  gold  and  precious  ^«.°  '«'•"''"!? 
,nade  hiin  seem  to  her  more  ternb  e,  especi- 
allv  when  he  looked  at  her  somewhat  severely, 
and  with  a  countenance  on  hre  «-.th  anger 
her  joints  failed  her  immediately,  out  ot  the 
Sread  she  was  in,  and  she  fell  dow-n  sideways 
in  a  swoon:  but  the  king  changed  his  nj  nd 
which  happened,  as  1  suppose,  by  he  will  of 
1  God.  and  was  concerned  for  h.s  wife,  lest  her 

uau  e,.j .  ,    .^em     fear  should  bring  some  very  evil  thing  upon 

,nd  he  besought   God,  together  *'\''   ^^  "•    '''';  ^nd  he  leaped  from  his  throne,  and  took 
not  to  overlook  his  nation,  particuW^at      1     her^^^^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^„^^^^,,  ^       by  em- 

time,  when  it  was  going  to  be  'l.«^"''yf  •  ''"'    '^J^,.   '    her,  and  speaking  comfortably  to  her 
that,  as  he  had  often  before  provided  for  them     bra>"g  "'"^f  •  V    ^^  ^^  ^j^^,^.^_  ^„,,  „„t 

and 'forgiven  when   they   had   -"";•  V.^ue   1   o  si  s     c^'aifv  thing  that  was  sad  on  accoiint 
would  now  deliver  them_from  'b-.V^'T.  i '.^  K„r  ..nmin'ir  to  him  without  being  called. 


woulu  now  ueiivci    i">- -  •  . 

tion  which  WHS  denounced  against  them;  tor 
aUhough  it  was  not  all  the  nation  »  -  ha.  o^ 
fended,  vet  must  they  so  ingloriously  be  si,  i.i. 
and  thai  he  was  himself  the  occasion  of  the 
wrath  of  Haman,  -  Because,'  said  he.  1  did 
not  wor^hip  him.  nor  could  I  endure  to  pay 


to  suspect  Hny  umii;  t..«v  ..•■  — -  . 
of  her  coming  to  him  without  being  called 
because  that  law  was  made  for  ^ubj^'-^'^^"' 
that  she  who  was  a  queen,  as  well  as  he  a 
king  might  be  entirely  secure:  and  as  be  said 
,hK  he^ut  the  sceptre  into  her  hand  and 
Uia  his  rod  upon  her  neck^  on  account^ 


i,u.  wv , 7.""'  ,'  ^■■■r'~    „,.;  (ollaw-    and" so"  freed  her  from  her  fear.      And 

,h#  honour  t«  him  which   I  used  to  PV    «    '"r^'    "^^^j  recovered  herself  by  these  en- 
,U*.  O  Lord;  U.  upon  t  at  liis  anger  Wh     ft;;;^2n,s.  she  said.  ••  My  Lord,  jt  is  nc^ 


lliee    O  L<ird;  for  upon  that  nis  anger  i  ai..    ..-      ■  .,    „  y^     j^p^j    ,t  ,9  „oi 

;,^;on,r.ved'  this  (lesent  ■"-]•-'  '^-'.*.  rTononte  Sudden,  io  say  what  hath 
those  that  have  not  transgressed  'l^y  ""^  .  ^*;^-^„ed.  for  so  soon  as  I  saw  thee  to  be 
The  same  -PpU«tio-/.<! 'be  niu  t  tu  bapp.  ^^.  ^^^^^^^^^  ^^^  -J-.P-Vf: 


'  same  <;unpiiL-in.ivii;5  ••.•■  —  • 

up;  and  entreated  that  God  woul.l  provide 
for  their  deliverance,  and  tree  the  Israel,  es 
that  were  in  all  the  earth  from  this  «.la  n.ty 
which  was  now  coining  upon  them,  for  they 
had  it  before  their  eyes  and  expected  is  eo- 
i„g  Accordinglv,  Esther  made  supplication 
to  bod  after  the"  manner  of  her  country,  by 
casting  herself  down  upon  the  earth,  and  pn- 
Ze  on  her  mourning  garments,  and  bidding 
Trewell  to  meat  an<l  drink,  and  a^l  delicac.^s 
for  three  days' time;  and  she  entreated  God 
^.Lveme^y  upon  her,  and  m^ike  her  wor; 


grei,  and  comely,  and  terrible,  my  spint  de- 
Parted  from  me.  and  1  had  no  soul  left  n 
me  '•  And  while  it  was  with  diniculty.  and  in 
a  low  voice,  that  she  could  say  thus  much 
the  king  was  in  great  agony  and  disorder,  and 
encouraged  Esther  to  be  of  E<«d  cheer,  and 
to  expect  better  fortune,  since  he  was  ready, 
f  ocLion  should  require  it.  to  grant  to  her 
the  half  of  his  kingdom.  Accordingly.  Ls- 
her  desired  that  he  and  his  friend  Haman 
would  come  to  her  to  a  banquet,  for  she  sa  d 
she  had  prepared  a  supper  for  hini.      He  con- 


^C:  m;:;4y  upon  her,  and  "^^^^ ^^^^l^^ ^'^..^  X^  they  were  ther.  as 
appear  persuasive  to  the  king   and    en  le    her    sent  ^^_^^^  ^  ^^  ,     , 


o^'nteiLce  more  beautiful  than  it  was  be- 
fore, that  both  by  her  words  «"<i  beauty  h^ 
might  succeed,  for  the  averting  of  the  kings 
Tnger  in  case  he  were  at  all  irritated  against 
.   s'^''    ,  .  _  -I .„ut;nn  nf  those  of  her 


hey  were    Vinking,  he  bade  Esther  to  let  him 
know  what   she  had   desired;    for    that    she 

should  not  be  ■^-PP-"*'^''' ^''''"^''jjt.'t'^.f; 
desire  the  half  of  his  kingdom.     But  she  put 


sehe  were  at  all  irritated  "S-.-J   f^,^,;';,;      .erv  o    her  petition  till  the  ne.xt 
ti;^::;;;"  w  tSrr;^:^  l-S  t:-.  he  w„uU,  come  agam.  together  with 


own  counirv,  nu"    i">..'   ■■ —   -■-  ,  , 

jLger  of  peri..hing:  as  also  that  he  would 
ex"lte  a  haired  in  the  king  against  the  ene- 
mils  of  the  Jews,  and  those  that  had  contrived 
Their  future  destruction,  if  they  proved  to  be 
contemned  by  him 


Haman,  to  her  banquet.  . 

0  Now  when  the  king  had  promised  so  to 
do  Haman  went  away  very  glad,  because  he 
alone  had  the  honour  of  supping'with  the  king 
:  a    Esther's  banquet,  and  because  no  one  e  se 

I  ..•.!_ ^    Tr-iiiniir    With     fclMffs     I'Ut 


ntemnert  by  him.  it^tlnn  '  nartook  of  the  same  honour  with  kings  hut 

CiT^iJs.  r;';r  ':t:"X-zt  •  r."i»  -  — « % '»-  -"" "  - 
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him.  So  he  went  borne  and  called  for  his 
wife  Zeresh,  and  Ids  friends,  and  when  they 
were  come,  he  showed  them  what  honour  he 
•njoyed,  not  only  from  the  king;,  but  from  the 
lueeii  also,  for  as  he  alone  bad  that  day  sup- 
red  with  her,  together  with  the  king-,  so  was  he 
liso  invited  ag:ajn  for  the  next  day;  "yet," 
•aid  he,  "am  I  not  pleased  to  see  Alonlecai 
*be  Jew  in  the  court."  Hereupon  his  wife 
^urcsh  advised  him  to  give  order  that  a  gal- 
4ows  should  be  made  lifty  cubits  high,  and 
that  in  the  morning  he  should  ask  it  of  the 
ting  that  Mordecni  might  l>e  hanged  thereon. 
So  he  commended  her  advice,  and  gave  order 
*o  his  servants  to  prepare  the  gallows,  and  to 
place  it  in  the  court,  for  the  punishment  of 
Mordecai  thereon,  which  was  accordingly  pre- 
pared. But  God  laughed  to  scorn  the  wicked 
expectations  of  Human;  and  as  he  knew  what 
the  event  would  be,  he  was  delighted  at  it,  for 
that  night  he  took  away  the  king's  sleep:  and 
as  the  king  was  not  billing  to  lose  the  time  of 
his  lying  awake,  but  to  spend  it  in  something 
that  might  be  of  advantage  to  liis  kingdom, 
he  commanded  the  scribe  to  bring  him  the 
chrouicies  of  the  former  kings,  and  the  re- 
cords of  his  own  actions;  and  when  he  had 
brought  them,  and  was  reading  them,  one  was 
found  to  have  received  a  country  on  account 
of  his  excellent  management  on  a  certain  oc- 
casion, and  the  name  of  the  country  was  set 
down;  another  was  found  to  have  had  a  pre- 
sent made  him  on  account  of  his  tideUty :  then 
the  scribe  came  to  13igthan  and  Teresh,  the 
eunuchs  that  had  made  a  con-^piracy  against 
the  king,  which  Mordecai  had  discovered;  and 
when  the  scribe  said  no  more  but  that,  and 
was  going  on  to  another  history,  the  king 
stopped  him,  and  inquired,  "  whether  it  was 
not  added  that  Mordecai  had  a  reward  given 
him?"  and  when  he  said  there  was  no  such 
addition,  he  bade  ium  leave  off;  and  he  in- 
quired  of  those  that  were  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  what  hour  of  the  night  it  was;  and 
when  he  was  informed  that  it  was  already  day, 
he  gave  order  that,  if  they  found  any  one  of 
his  friends  already  come,  and  standing  before 
the  court,  they  should  tell  him.  Now  it  hap- 
pened that  Haman  w;is  found  there,  for  he 
was  come  sooner  than  ordinary,  to  petition 
the  king  to  have  Mordecai  put  to  death:  and 
when  the  servants  said,  that  Human  was  be- 
fore the  court,  he  bade  them  call  him  in;  and 
when  he  was  come  in,  he  said,  *'  Because  1 
know  that  thou  art  my  only  fast  friend,  1  de- 
sire thee  to  give  me  advice  how  I  may  honour 
one  that  I  greatly  love,  and  that  alter  a  man- 
ner suitable  to  my  magnificence."  Now  Ha- 
man reasoned  with  himself,  that  what  opinion 
he  should  give  it  would  be  for  himself,  since 
it  was  he  aione  uho  was  beloved  by  the  king; 
so  he  gave  that  advice  which  he  thought  of  all 
others  the  best ;  for  he  said,  "  If  thou  \\  ouldst 
truly  honour  a  man  whom  thou  sayest  thou 
dost  love,  ^yti  order  that  he  may  ride  on 
U 


horseback,  with  the  same  garment  which  thoa 
wearest,  and  with  a  gold  chain  about  bts 
neck,  and  let  one  of  thy  intimate  triom's  go 
before  him,  and  proclaim  thronf,'h  the  uhdle 
city,  that  whosoever  the  king  honoun^ih  ob- 
taineth  this  mark  of  his  honour."  Thi>  w.oa 
the  advice  which  Haman  pave,  out  of  a  sup- 
posal  that  such  reward  would  come  to  himself. 
Hereupon  the  king  was  pleased  with  the  ad- 
vice, and  said,  **  Go  thou,  therefore,  for  thou 
hast  the  horse,  the  garment,  and  the  chain, 
ask  for  Mordecai  the  Jew,  and  give  him  those 
things,  and  go  before  his  horse  and  prochuin 
accordingly;  **for  thou  art,"  said  he,  *'  my  in- 
timate friend,  and  hast  given  me  good  aihice; 
be  thou  then  the  minister  of  what  thou  harit 
advised  me  to.  This  shall  be  his  reward  from 
us,  for  preserving  my  life."  ^^'hen  he  heard 
this  order,  which  was  entirely  unexpected,  he 
was  confounded  in  his  mind,  and  knew  not 
what  to  do.  However,  he  went  out  and  led 
the  horse,  and  took  the  purple  garment,  and 
the  golden  chain  for  the  neck,  and  finding 
Mordecai  before  the  court,  clothed  in  sack- 
cloth, he  bade  him  put  that  garment  off,  a:id 
put  the  purple  garment  on:  but  Mordecai 
not  knowing  the  truth  of  the  matter,  but 
thinking  that  it  was  done  in  mockery,  said, 
*'  O  thou  wretch,  the  vilest  of  all  niankiiul, 
dost  thou  thus  laugh  at  our  cdamities?"  But 
when  he  was  satisiied  that  the  king  heptowed 
this  honour  upon  him,  for  the  deliverance  he 
had  procured  him  when  he  convicted  the  eu- 
nuchs who  had  conspired  against  him,  he  put 
on  that  purple  garment  which  the  king  al- 
ways wore,  and  put  the  chain  about  his  neck, 
and  got  on  horseback,  and  went  round  the 
city,  while  Haman  went  before,  and  proclaim- 
ed, '*  This  shall  be  the  reward  which  the  kinjc 
will  bestow  on  every  one  whom  he  loves,  and 
esteems  worthy  of  honour."  And  when  they 
had  gone  round  the  city,  Mordecai  went  in  to 
the  king;  but  Haman  went  home,  out  ol 
shame,  and  informed  his  wife  and  friends  o) 
what  bad  happened,  and  this  with  tears:  who 
said,  that  he  would  never  be  able  to  be  re- 
venged of  Mordecai,  for  that  God  was  with 
him. 

11.  Now  while  these  men  were  thus  talk- 
ing one  to  another,  Esther's  eunuchs  hastened 
Haman  away  to  come  to  supper;  but  one 
of  the  eunuchs  named  Sabuchadas,  saw  the 
gallows  that  was  fixed  in  Haman's  house,  and 
inquired  of  one  of  his  servants  for  what  pur- 
pose they  had  prepared  it.  So  he  knew  that 
it  was  for  the  queen's  uncle,  becHu^e  Hainan 
was  about  to  petition  the  king  that  be  niight 
be  punished ;  but  at  present  he  held  his  peace. 
Now  when  the  king,  with  Haman,  were  at 
the  banquet,  he  desired  the  queen  to  tell  him 
what  gitt  she  desired  to  obtain,  and  assured 
her  that  i?he  should  have  whatsoever  she  ha(i 
a  mind  to.  She  then  lamented  the  danger 
her  pecfile  were  in; 'and  said,  that  "she  and 
her  nauon  were  giren  up  to  be  destroyed,  aiid 
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Aat  she,  on  that  account,  made  this  her  peti- 
tion :  that  she  would  not  have  troubled  him 
if  he  had  only  given  order  that  they  should 
be  sold  into  bitter  servitude,  for  such  a  mis- 
fortune would  not  have  been  intolerable;  but 
she  desired  that  they  might  be  delivered  from 
such  destruction."  And  when  the  king  in- 
quired of  her  who  was  the  author  of  this  mi- 
sery to  them,  she  then  openly  accused  Haman, 
and  convicted  him,  that  he  had  been  the  wick- 
ed instrument  of  this,  and  had  formed  this  plot 
against  them.  When  the  king  was  hereupon 
in  disorder,  and  was  gone  hastily  out  of  the 
banquet  into  the  gardens,  Haman  began  to 
intercede  with  Esther,  and  to  beseech  her  to 
forgive  him,  as  to  what  he  had  olfended,  for 
he  perceived  that  he  was  in  a  very  bad  case. 
And  as  he  had  fallen  upon  the  queen's  bed, 
and  WAS  making  suppUcations  to  her,  the 
king  came  in,  and  being  still  more  provoked 
at  what  he  saw,  "  O  thou  wretch,"  said  he, 
•'  thou  vilest  of  mankind,  dost  thou  aim  to 
force  my  wife?"  And  when  H-unan  was 
astonished  at  thi<,  and  not  able  to  speak  one 
word  more,  Sabiichadas  the  eunuch  came  in, 
and  accused  Hainan,  End  said,  "  He  found  a 
gallows  at  his  house,  prepared  for  .Mordecai ; 
for  that  the  servant  told  him  so  much,  upon 
his  inquirv,  when  he  was  sent  to  him  to  call 
hini  to  supper;"  he  said  farther,  tliat  the  gal- 
lows was  liftv  cubits  high;  which,  when  the 
king  heard,  he  iL-tcnniiied  that  Haman  should 
'jc  punished  after  no  other  manner  than  that 
which  had  been  devised  by  him  against  Mor- 
decai; so  he  gave  order  immediately  that  he 
should  be  hung  upon  the  gallows,  and  be 
put  to  death  after  that  manner.  And  from 
hence  1  cannot  forbear  to  admire  God,  and 
to  learn  hence  his  wisdom  and  his  justice,  not 
only  in  punishing  the  wickedness  of  Haman, 
but  in  so  disposing  it,  that  he  should  undergo 
the  very  same  punishment  which  he  had  con- 
tr.ven  for  another;  as  also,  because  thereby 
ne  teaches  others  this  lesson,  that  what  niis- 
ch'efs  any  one  prepares  against  another,  he, 
without  knowing  of  it,  lirst  contrives  it  against 
hmiseif. 

12.  Wherefore  Haman,  who  had  immode- 
rately abused  the  honour  he  had  from  the 
king,  was  destroyed  after  this  manner;  and 
the  king  granted  his  estate  to  the  queen.  He 
Oiso  called  for  Mordecai  (for  Esther  had  in- 
formed him  that  she  was  akin  to  him),  and 
gave  that  ring  to  Mordecai  which  he  had  be- 
tore  given  to  Haman.  The  queen  also  gave 
Hiiman's  estate  to  Mordecai;  and  prayed  the 
k-i;ig  to  deUver  the  nation  of  the  Jews  from 
the  fear  of  death,  and  showed  him  what  had 
been  written  over  all  the  country  by  Haman 
the  son  of  Ammedatha;  for  that  if  her  coun- 
try were  destroyed,  and  her  countrymen  were 
to  perish,  she  could  not  hear  to  live  herself 
any  longer.  So  the  king  promised  her  that 
he  would  not  do  any  thing  that  should  be  dis- 
ajjrecable  to  bci,  .lu.  contradict  what  she  de- 


sired ;  but  he  bade  her  write  what  she  pleased 
about  the  Jews,  in  the  king's  name,  and  seal 
it  with  his  seal,  and  send  it  to  all  his  kmg- 
dom,  for  that  those  who  read  epistles  whose 
authority  is  secured  by  having  the  king's  seal 
to  them,  would  no-  way  contFadict  what  was 
written  therein.  So  he  commanded  the  king's 
scribes  to  be  sent  for,  and  to  write  to  the  na- 
tions, on  the  Jews'  behalf,  and  to  his  heute 
uauts  and  governors,  that  were  over  his  bun 
died  and  twenty-seven  provinces,  from  India 
to  Ethiopia.  Xow  the  contents  of  this  episUo 
were  these:  —  "  The  great  king  Arta-xetxes  to 
our  rulers,  and  those  that  are  our  faithful 
subjects,  sendeth  greeting.*  Many  men  there 
are  who,  on  account  of  tlie  greatness  of  the  be- 
nefits bestowed  on  them,  and  because  of  the  ho- 
nour which  thev  have  obtained  from  the  won- 
derful kind  treatment  of  those  that  bestowed  it, 
are  not  only  injurious  to  their  inferiors,  hut  do 
not  scruple  to  do  evil  to  those  that  have  been 
their  benefactors,  as  if  they  would  take  away 
gratitude  from  among  men,  and  by  their  inso- 
lent abuse  of  such  benefits  as  they  never  ex- 
pected, they  turn  tlie  abundance  they  have 
against  those  that  are  the  authors  of  it,  and 
suppose  that  they  shall  he  concealed  from 
God  in  that  case,  and  avoid  that  vengeance 
which  comes  from  him.  Some  of  these  men, 
when  thev  have  had  the  management  of 
atFairs  conunitted  to  them  by  their  friends, 
and  bearing  private  malice  of  their  own 
against  some  others,  by  deceiving  those  that 
have  the  power,  persuade  them  to  he  angry  at 
such  as  have  done  them  no  harm,  till  they  are 
in  danger  of  perishing,  and  this  by  laying  ac- 
cusations and  calumnies:  nor  is  this  state  of 
things  to  be  discovered  by  ancient  examples, 
or  such  as  we  have  learned  by  report  only, 
but  by  some  examples  of  such  impudent  at- 
tempts under  our  own  eyes,  so  that  it  is  not 
fit  to  attend  any  longer  to  calumnies  and  ac- 
cusations, nor  to  the  persuasion  of  others,  but 
to  determine  what  any  one  knows  of  himself 
to  have  been  really  done,  and  to  punish  what 
justly  deserves  it,  and  to  grant  favours  to  such 
as  are  innocent.  This  hath  been  the  case  ot 
Haman,  the  son  of  Ammedatha,  by  birth  an 
Amalekite,  and  alien  from  the  blood  of  tho 
Persians,  who,  when  he  was  hospitably  enter  ■ 
tained  by,  us,  and  partook  of  that  kindness 
which  we  bear  to  all  men  to  so  great  a  de- 
gree, as  to  be  called  '  my  father,*  and  to  be  all 
along  worshipped,  and  to  have  honour  paid 
him  by  all  in  the  second  rank  after  the  royal 

•  The  true  reason  why  king  ArtaxerxeB  did  not  here 
properly  revoke  bis  former  barbarous  decree  for  the  uni 
versal  slaughter  of  the  .lews,  btit  only  empowered  and  en- 
couraged the  Jews  to  fight  lor  their  lives,  and  to  kill  thtir 
enemies,  if  they  atteiupteil  their  destrurtion,  seems  to 
have  been  that  old  law  of  the  Medesand  Persians,  not  yet 
laid  aside,  that  whatever  decree  was  sii;ned  both  by  th« 
kin;;  and  his  lords,  could  not  be  changed,  but  remained 
iMnllerable.  Dan.  vi.  7,  H.  9,  12,  15,  17;  F.sth.  i  19;  and 
viii  8.  And  Haman.  hating  enprosspd  the  royal  favour, 
raieht  perhaps  have  hinisell  signed  this  decrtw  for  th« 
Jews'  slaughter  instead  of  the  aneienl  lords,  and  to  migbt 
bttTe  rendered  it  by  their  rules  ijrev.«>ible. 
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honour  due  to  ourselves,  he  could  not  bear 
his  good  fortune,  nor  govern  the  magnitude 
of  bis  prosperity  with  sound  reason;  nay,  he 
made  a  conspiracy  against  me  and  my  life, 
who  gave  bim  his  authority,  by  endeavouring 
to  take  away  Mordecai,  my  benefactor,  and 
my  saviour,  and  bv  basely  and  treacherously 
requiring  to  have  Esther,  the  partner  of  my 
life,  and  of  my  dominion,  brought  to  destruc- 
tion; (or  he  contrived  by  this  means  to  de- 
prive n.e  of  my  faithful  friends,  and  transfer 
the  government  to  others:' — but  since  I  per- 
ceived that  these  Jews,  that  were  by  this 
pernicious  fellow  devoted  to  destruction,  were 
not  wicked  men,  but  conducted  their  lives 
after  the  best  manner,  and  were  men  dedicated 
to  the  worship  of  that  God  who  hath  preserved 
the  kingdom  to  me  and  to  my  ancestors,  I 
do  not  only  free  them  from  the  punishment 
which  the  former  epistle,  which  was  sent  by 
Uaman,  ordered  to  be  inflicted  on  them, — to 
which  if  you  refuse  obedience  you  shall  do 
well;  but  I  will  that  they  have  all  honour 
paid  them.  Accordingly,  I  have  hanged  up 
the  man  that  contrived  such  things  against 
them,  mth  his  family,  before  the  gates  of 
Shusban ;  that  puhishmeJit  being  sent  upon 
bim  by  God,  who  seeth  all  things.  And  I 
give  you  in  charge,  that  you  publicly  propose 
a  copy  of  this  epistle  through  all  my  king- 
dom, that  the  Jews  may  be  permitted  peace- 
ably to  use  their  own  laws,  and  that  you 
assist  them,  that  at  t!ie  same  season  whereto 
their  miserable  estate  (lid  belong,  they  may 
defend  themselves  the  very  same  day  troni 
unjust  violence,  the  thirteenth  day  of  the 
twelfth  month,  which  is  Adar, —  for  God  hath 
made  that  day  a  day  of  salvation,  instea<l  of  a 
day  of  destruction  to  them;  and  may  it  be  a 
good  day  to  those  that  wi»h  us  well,  and  a 
memorial  of  the  punishment  of  the  conspira- 
tors against  us :  and  I  will  that  you  take 
notice,  that  every  city,  and  every  nation,  that 
shall  disobey  any  thing  that  is  contaiued  in 
this  epistle,  shall  be  destroyed  by  tire  and 
sword.  However,  let  this  epistle  be  published 
through  all  the  country  that  is  under  our 
obedience,  and  let  all  the  Jews,  by  all  means, 
be  ready  against  the  day  before  mentioned, 
that  they  may  avejige  themselves  upon  their 
eaemies." 
-  13.  Accordingly,  the  horsemen  who  carried 

•  These  words  pi^e  an  intimation  as  if  Artaserxes 
suspecte.!  a  deeper  desii^  in  Hatuan  ttian  openlj  ap- 
peareil,  viz.  that  knowing  the  Jews  uouM  be  tailbtiil  to 
Iiim.  and  that  he  could  never  ir^n^rer  the  crown  to  his 
own  faffiily,  who  was  an  Aga^ite  (Esth.  iii.  1,  10),  or  ot 
the  posterity  of  Asc^,  the  old  Liim  of  the  .%maleklte& 
(1  Sim.  XV.  8,32,  33J,  wlule  they  were  alive,  and  spread 
overall  his  dominions,  he  therefure  endeavoured  to  de- 
stroy them.  Nor  is  it  to  me  improbable  that  those  se 
venty-five  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  of  the  Jews*  enemies 
whiL-b  were  soon  destroyed  by  the  Jews,  on  the  permis. 
lion  of  the  Lin^,  which  must  be  on  some  threat  occasion, 
were  .Auialelvites,  their  old  and  hereditary  enemies 
(txod.  avii.  14,  l.>) ;  and  tl'at  thejeby  was  lulfillej  Ba- 
iaaui's  pr.  phccy;  "  .\uia>k  was  the  first  of  the  nations; 
but  his'  l.tter  end  shall  be,  that  be  perish  for  ever." 
Ntunb.  xsiv.  HX  ,  ^ 


the  epistles,  proceeded  on  the  ways  which 
they  were  to  go  \vith  speed ;  but  as  for  Mor- 
decai, as  soon  as  he  had  assumed  the  royal 
garment,  and  the  cron'n  of  gold,  and  had  put 
the  chain  about  his  neck,  he  went  forth  in  a 
pubhc  procession ;  and  when  the  Jews  who 
were  at  Shushan  saw  him  in  so  great  honottr 
with  the  king,  they  thought  his  good  fortune 
was  common  to  themselves  also;  and  joy  and 
a  beam  of  salvation  encompassed  the  Jews, 
both  those  that  were  in  the  cities  and  those 
that  were  in  the  countries,  upon  the  publicsi- 
tion  of  the  king's  letters,  insomuch  that  many 
(»f  other  nations  circumcised  their  foreskin 
for  fear  of  the  Jews,  that  they  might  procure 
safety  to  themselves  thereby;  for  on  the  thir- 
teenth day  of  the  twelfth  month,  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  Hebrew,  is  called  Adar,  but, 
according  to  the  Macedonians,  Dijstrus,  those 
that  carried  the  king's  epistle  gave  them  no- 
tice, that  the  same  day  wherein  their  danger 
was  to  have  been,  on  that  very  day  should 
they  destroy  their  enemies.  But  now  the 
rulers  of  the  provinces,  and  the  tyrants,  and 
the  kings,  and  the  scribes,  had  the  Jews  in 
esteem;  for  the  fear  they  were  in  of  Jlordecai 
forced  them  to  act  with  discretion.  Now 
when  the  royal  decree  was  come  to  all  the 
country  that  was  subject  to  the  king,  it  fell 
out  that  the  Jews  at  Shushan  slew  five  hun- 
dred of  their  enemies:  and  when  the  king 
had  told  Esther  the  number  of  those  that  were 
slain  in  that  city,  but  did  not  well  know  what 
had  been  done  in  the  provinces,  he  asked  her 
whether  she  would  have  any  thing  farther 
tlone  against  them,  for  that  it  should  be  done 
accordingly:  upon  which  she  desired  that  the 
Jews  might  be  permitted  to  treat  their  re- 
maining enemies  in  the  same  manner  the  next 
day;  as  also,  that  they  might  hang  the  ten 
sons  of  Haman  upon  the  gallows.  So  the 
king  permitted  the  Jews  so  to  do,  as  desirous 
not  to  contradict  Esther.  So  they  gathered 
themselves  together  again  on  the  fourteenth 
day  of  the  month  Dyslrus,  and  slew  about 
three  hundred  of  their  enemies,  but  touched 
nothing  of  what  riches  they  had.  Now  there 
were  slain  by  the  Jews  that  were  in  the  coun- 
try, and  in  the  other  cities,  seventy-live  thou- 
sand of  their  enemies,  and  these  were  slain  on 
the  thirteenth  day  of  the  month,  and  the  next 
day  they  kept  as  a  festival.  In  like  manner 
the  Jews  that  were  in  Shushan  gathered 
themselves  together,  and  feasted  on  the  four- 
teenth day,  and  that  which  followed  it ; 
whence  it  is,  that  even  now  all  the  Jew* 
that  are  in  the  habitable  earth  keep  these 
days  festivals,  and  send  portions  to  one  ano- 
ther. Jlordecai  also  wrote  to  the  Jews  that 
lived  in  the  kingdom  of  Artaxerxes  to  ob- 
serve these  days,  and  to  celebrate  them  as  fes- 
tivals, and  to  deliver  them  down  to  posterity, 
j  that  this  festival  might  contiime  for  all  time 
I  to  come,  and  that  it  tiiight  never  be  buried  in 
I  oblivion:    for   siuce   they    were  about  to  b« 


CHAP.  VIII. 


A.VriQUn^ES  OF  THE  JEWS. 


309 


destroyed  on  these  days  by  Haman,  they  woM 
do  a  right  thing,  upon  escaping  the  danger  in 
them,  and  on  them  inflicting  punishment  on 
their  eneraits,  to  observe  those  days,  and  give 
thanks  to  God  on  them:  for  which  cause  the 
Jews  still  keep  the  fore-mentioned  days,  and 
caU  them  days  of  Phurim  [or  Purim].'  And 
Mordecai  became  a  great  and  illustrious  per- 
son with  the  king,  and  assisted  him  in  the 
government  of  the  people.  He  also  Uved 
with  the  queen;  so  that  the  affairs  of  the 
Jews  were,  by  their  means,  better  than  they 
could  ever  have  hoped  for.  And  this  was 
the  state  of  the  Jews  under  the  reign  of  Aj- 
toxerxes-t 

CHAPTER  VIL 

HOW  JOHN  SLEW  HIS  BROTHEE  JESCS  IV  THE 
TEMPLE;  AND  HOW  B*GOSESOFFEBED  MANY 
INJURIES  TO  THE  JEWS;  AND  WHAT  SAN- 
BALLAT  DID. 

§  1.  When  Eliashib  the  high-priest  \Ta5  dead, 
his  son  Judas  succeeded  in  the  high-pricst- 
u^iv^:  and  when  he  was  dead,  his  son  John 
took  that  dignity ;  on  whose  account  it  was 
also  that  Bagoses,  the  general  of  another  Ar- 
taxerxes'  army.t  polluted  the  temple,  and 
imposed  tributes  on  the  Jews,  that  out  of  the 
public  Stock,  before  they  offered  the  daily  sa- 


•  T»k»  hcrr  pirt  of  Relanii's  note  on  H"'  dispnted  pis- 
mr^:  -  In  Josepbusj  cnpifs  thtsc  Hebr.-vv  worcis.  -days 
al  Poriro,'  or  •  L.iH,'  i»  in  th»  Grn-k  copies  of  l.sllier,  ch. 
ix  i.>,  M-li,  i->  rt.ii  -d.)*  of  pKuriin,'  or  ■days  of  pro- 
leclion.'  but  ousht  lo  be  rvad  'days  of  punra.'  as  in  the 
Hrbrew'  than  wlii'h  cmfudalion."  »y>  h».  "  nothing  u 
mul«  certain."  And  had  we  any  assnranc*  that  Jose- 
Bbos'f  copy  mentioned  the  '•  castini;  of  lots."  as  our  other 
'ouie.  do;  Esih.  iii  7.  1  should  fnllj  agrp^  with  lleland: 
but  as  it  now  stands,  it  seems  to  me  by  no  means  reitain. 
+  As  lo  thia  whole  hook  of  Esther  in  the  present  He- 
brew copy,  it  is  so  very  imperfetl,  in  a  case  where  tbe 
providence  of  God  was  so  verylemarkable.  and  the  Sep- 
tuaeint  and  Josephus  have  so  much  ol  relifiion.  that  it  haa 
Dot  so  much  as  the  name  of  God  once  in  it;  and  it  ishard 
to  say  who  made  that  epitome  which  the  Masonles  have 
liven  OS  for  the  genuine  book  Uself;  no  nrlifiious  .lew« 
could  well  be  the  authors  of  it,  whose  educaiion  oblieed 
them  to  have  a  consunt  regard  to  God.  and  whats.wvcr 
related  to  his  worship;  nor  do  we  know  that  there  ever 
was  »o  imperfect  a  copy  of  it  in  the  world  UU  after  the 
days  if  Barchocab.  in  the  second  century. 

S  Concerning  this  ofAer  Artaienrs,  c:ined  Mnemon, 
and  the  Persian  affliction  and  captivity  of  the  .lews  un. 
der  bim.  occasioned  by  the  murder  of  the  higb-pnest's 
brother  in  the  holy  house  ilself.  see  Authentic  llec.  at 
large,  page  40.  And  if  any  wonder  why  Josephus  wholly 
emits  the  rest  of  the  kings  of  Persia  afler  ArUieries 
Mnemon.  till  he  came  lo  their  last  king  Llanus  who 
waa  conquered  by  Aleiaoder  the  Great.  I  shall  cive  them 
Vossius's  and  Dr.  Hudson's  answer,  ihongh  in  my  own 
words,  viz.  that  Josephus  did  not  do  ill  in  omitting  those 
kings  of  Persia  with  whom  the  Jews  had  no  concern, 
because  he  was  giving  the  history  of  the  Jews,  and  not 
of  the  Persians  [which  is  a  sufficient  reaaon  also  why  he 
omits  the  history  and  the  book  of  Job,  as  not  particu. 
larly  relating  to  that  nation  J.  He  justly,  therefore,  re. 
turns  to  the  Jewish  affairs  after  the  death  of  Longima- 
ous.  without  any  mention  of  Darius  U.  6e/ore  ArUler- 
xes  Mnemon,  or  of  Ochus  or  Arogus,  as  the  Cmon  of 
Ptolemy  names  them,  a/lee  him.  Nor  had  he  probably 
mentioned  this  other  Artaierles  nnless  Bagoses.  one  ol 
the  eovernori  and  commanders  under  bim.  had  occa- 
lionA  the  pollution  of  the  Jewish  temple,  and  had 
gieaily  diitieaaed  the  Jewi  upon  that  pollmion. 


orifices,  they  should  pay  for  every  lamb  fifty 
shekels.   Kow  Jesus  was  the  brother  of  John, 
and  was  a  friend  of  Bagoses,  who  had  pro- 
mised to  pro-iure  him   the   high-priesthood. 
In  confidence  of  whose  support,  Jesus  quar- 
relled with  John  in  the  temple,  and  so  pro- 
voked his  brother,  that  in  his  anger  his  bro- 
ther rlew  him.     Now  it  was  a  horrible  thing 
for  John,  when  he  was  high-priest,  to  perpe- 
trate so  great  a  crime,  and  so  much  the  more 
horrible,  that  there  never  was  so  cruel  and 
impious  a  thing  done,  neither  by  the  Greeks 
nor  Barbarians.     However,  God  did  not  ne- 
glect its  punishment;  but  the  people  were  on 
that  very  account  enslaved,  and  the  temple 
was  polluted  by  the   Persians.     Now  when 
Bagoses,   the  general   of  Artaxerxes'  army, 
knew  that  John,  the  high-priest  of  the  Jews, 
had  slain  his  own  brother  Jesus  in  the  tem- 
ple, he  came  upon  the  Jews  immediately,  and 
began  in  anger  to  say  to  them,  "  Have  you 
had  the  impudence  to  perpetrate  a  murder  in 
vour  temple?"     And  as  he  was  aiming  to  go 
into  the  temple,  they  forbade  him  so  to  do; 
but  he  said  to  them,  "  Am  not  I  purer  than 
he   that    was   slain   in   the   temple?        And 
when  he  had  said  these  words,  he  went  into 
the  temple.     Accordingly,  Bagoses  made  use 
of  this  pretence,  and  punished  the  Jews  seven 
years  for  the  murder  of  Jesus. 

2.  Now  when  John  had  departed  this  life, 
his  son  Jaddua  succeeded  in  the  high-priest- 
hood. He  had  a  brother,  whose  name  was 
Manassch.  Now  there  was  one  Sanballat, 
who  was  sent  by  Darius,  the  last  king  [of 
Persia],  into  Samaria.  He  was  a  Cuthean  by 
birth;  of  which  stock  were  the  Samaritans 
also.  This  man  knew  that  the  city  Jerusalem 
was  a  famous  city,  and  that  their  kings  had 
given  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  the  Assyrians, 
and  the  people  of  Celesyria;  so  that  be  wil- 
lingly gave  his  daughter,  whose  name  was 
Nicaso,  in  marriage  to  Manasseh,  as  thinking 
this  alliance  by  marriage  would  be  a  pledge 
and  security  that  the  nation  of  the  Jews 
should  continue  their  good-will  to  him. 

-safe. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

CONCERNING  SANBALLAT  AND  MANASSEH, 
AND  THE  TEMPLE  WHICH  THEY  BUILT  ON 
MOUNT  GERIZZIM;  as  ALSO  HOW  ALEX- 
ANDER MADE  His  ENTRY  INTO  THE  CITY 
JERUSALEM;  AND  WH.AT  BENEFITS  HE  BE- 
STOWED ON  THE  JEWS. 

§  1.  About  this  time  it  \vas  that  Philip,  king 
of  Macedon,  was  treacherously  assaulted  and 
slain  at  Egae  by  Pausanias,  the  son  of  Ce- 
rastes, who  was  derived  from  the  family  of 
Orestffi.  and  his  son  Alexander  succeeded  him 
in  the  kingdom;  who,  passing  over  the  Hel- 
lespont, overcame  the  generals  of  Darius  s 
army  in  a  battle  fought  at  Uranicum      So  he 
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marcbed  over  Lydia,  and  subdued  Ionia,  and 
overran  Caria,  and  fell  upon  the  places  of 
Pamph?lia,  as  has  been  related  elsewhere. 

2.  But  the  elders  of  Jerusalem  being  very 
uneasy  that  the  brother  of  Jaddua  the  high- 
priest,  though  married  to  a  foreigner,  should 
be  a  partner  with  him  in  the  high-priesthood, 
quarrelled  with  him  ;  for  they  esteemed  this 
man's  marriage  a  step  to  such  as  should  l.e 
desirous  of  transgressing  about  the  marriage 
of  [strange]  wives,  and  that  this  would  be 
the  beginning  of  a  mutual  society  with  fo- 
reigners, although  the  offence  of  some  about 
marriages,  and  their  having  married  wives  that 
were  not  of  their  own  country,  had  been  an 


and  told  Manasseh  that  he  w  uld  snddenlf 
perform  his  promises  to  him,  an  this  as  sooi» 
as  ev^er  Darius  should  come  back,  alter  he  had 
beaten  bis  enemies:  for  not  be  only,  but  alV 
those  that  were  in  Asia  also,  were  perauadeiV 
that  the  Macedonians  would  not  so  much  aj 
come  to  a  battle  with  the  Persians,  on  tcouiit 
of  their  multitude;  but  the  event  p  oved 
otherwise  than  they  expected,  for  the  uiiig 
joined  battle  wiih  the  Macedonians,  and  was 
beaten,  and  lost  a  great  deal  of  his  army.  His 
mother  also,  and  his  wife  and  chil<lren,  were 
taken  captri-es,  and  he  fled  into  Persia.  So 
Alexander  came  into  Syria,  and  took  Damas- 
cus;  and  svhen   he  had  obtained   Sidon,  he 


occasion  of  their  former  captivitv,  and  of  the  besieged  Tyre,  when  he  sent  an  epistle  to  the 
miseries  they  then  underwent ;  so  they  com-  Jewish  high-prKsi,  to  send  him.  some  au.xiU- 
manded  Manasseh  to  divorce  his  wife,  or  not  aries,  and  to  supply  his  army  «ith  provisions; 
to  approach  the  altar,  the  high-priest  himself  |  aiid  that  what  presents  be  formerly^sent  to 
joining  with  the  people  in  their  indignation    ""  '  "  j^-u.      ...    .1 


against  his  brother,  and   driving  hira  away 
from  the  altar.     Whereupon  Manasseh  came 
to  his  father-in-law,  Sanballat,  and  told  him. 
♦hat  although  he  loved  his  daughter  Kicaso, 
yet  was  he  not  willing  to  be  deprived  of  his 
sacerdotal  dignity  on  her  account,  which  was 
the    principal    dignity   in   their   nation,   and 
always  continued  in  the  same  family.      And 
then  Sanballat  promised  him  not  only  to  pre- 
serve to  him  the  honour  of  his  priesthood, 
but  to  procure  for  him  the  power  and  dignity 
of  a  high-priest,  and  would  make  him  governor 
of  all  the  places  he  himself  now  ruled,  if  he 
would  keep  bis  daughter  for  his  wife.     He 
also  told  him  farther,  that  he  would  build  him 
a  temple  like  that  at  Jerusalem,  upon  Mount 
Gerizzim,  «  hich  is  the  highest  of  all  the  moun- 
tains that  are  in  Samaria;  and  he  promised 
that  he  would  do  this  with  the  approbation  of 
Darius    the    king.     Manasseh    was  elevated 
with  these  promises,  and  staid  with  Sanballat, 
upon  a  supposal  that  he  should  gain  a  high- 
priesthood,  as  bestowed  on  him  by  Darius,  for 
it  happened  Sanballat  was  then  in  years.     But 
there  was  now  a  great  disturbance  among  the 
people  of  Jerujalem,  because  many  of  those 
priests  and   Levitcs  were  entangled  in  such 
matches;  for  they  all  revolted  to  Manasseh. 
and  Sanballat  afforded  them  money,  and  di- 
vided among  them  laud  for  tillage,  and  babi- 
tatioiis  also;  and  all  this  in  order  every  way 
to  .^ratify  his  son-in-law. 

.i  About  this  time  it  was  that  Darius  heard 
h'-w  Alexander  had  passed  over  the  Helles- 
lunt,  and  had  beaten  his  lieutenants  in  the 
l.attle  at  Granicurn, and  was  proceeding  farther; 
whereupon  he  gathered  together  an  army 
of  horse  and  foot,  and  determined  that  he 
would  meet  the  Macedonians  before  they 
should  assault  and  conquer  all  Asia.  So  he 
•passed  over  the  river  Euphrates  and  came  over 
Taurus,  the  Cilician  mountain;  and  at  Issus 
of  Cilicia  he  waited  for  the  enemy,  as  ready 


Darius,  he  would  now  send  to  him,  and  ebouse 
the  friendship  of  the  Macedonians,  and  that 
he  should  never  repent  of  so  doing;  but  the 
high-priest  answered  the  messengers,  that  ho 
had  given  his  oath  to  Darius  not  to  bear  arm». 
against  him;  and  he  said  that  he  would  not' 
transgress  this  while  Darius  was  in  the  land, 
of  the   living.     Upon    hearing  this  answer,. 
Alexander  was  very  angry;    and  though  he, 
determined  not  to  leave  Tyre,  which  was  just, 
ready  to  be  taken,  yet,  as  soon  as  he  had  taken, 
it,  he  threatened  that  he  would  make  an  ex- 
pedition against  the  Jewish  high-priest,  aud 
through  hira  teach  all  men  to  whom  they  inust. 
keep  Ibeir  oaths.      So  when  be  had,  with  a^ 
good  deal   of  pains  during  the  siege,  taken 
T_\  re,  and  had  settled  its  affairs,  he  came  to-, 
the  city  of  Gaza,  and  besieged  both  the  city 
and  him  that  was  governor  of  the  garrison, 
whose  name  was  Babemeses. 

4.  But  Sai.ballat  thought  he  had  now  got- 
ten  a  proper  oppoi  tunity  to  make  his  attempt,, 
so  he  renounced  Darius,  and  taking  with  him 
seven  thousand  of  his  own  subjects,  he  came 
to  Alexander;  and  finding  him  beginning  the 
siege  of  Ti  re,  he  said  to  him,  that  he  delivered 
up  to  biiu  these  men,  who  came  out  of  places 
under  bis  dominion,  and  did  gladly  accept  of 
him  for  their  lord  instead  of  Darius.  So 
when  Alexander  bad  received  bim  kindly,. 
Sanballat  thereupon  took  courage,  and  spake^ 
to  him  .»bout  his  present  affair.  He  told  bim, 
that  he  had  a  son-in-law,  Manasseh,  «ho  whs 
brother  to  the  high-priest  Jaddua;  and  tliat 
there  were  many  others  of  his  own  nation  now 
with  him,  that  were  desirous  to  have  a  tem- 
ple in  the  places  subject  to  him;  that  it  would 
be  for  the  king's  advantage  to  have  the 
strength  of  the  Jews  divided  into  two  parts, 
lest,  when  the  nation  is  of  one  mind,  and 
united  upon  any  attempt  for  innovation,  it 
prove  troublesome  to  kings,  as  it  had  formerly 
proved  to  the  kings  of  Assyria.  Whereupor 
Alexander   gave    Sanballat   leave   so  to  do 


there  to  give  him  battle.     Upon  which  San-    who  used  the  utmost  diligence,  and  built  the 
ballat  was  glad  thst  Dsriut  wa«  come  down;  '  temple,  and  made  .Vlanasseb   the  priest,  and 
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leemed  it  a  ^eat  reward  that  hn  daughter  s 
children  should  have  that  dignity;   but  when 
the  seven  months  of  the  siege  of  Tyre  were 
over,  and  the  two  months  of  the  siege  of  Oaza, 
Sanballat  died.     Now   Alexander,   when   he 
had  taken  Gaza,  made  haste  to  go  up  to  Je- 
rusalem;   and  Jaddua  the   high-priest,  when 
he  heard  that,  was  in  an  agony,  and   under 
terror,  as  not  kno^ving  how  be  should  meet 
the  Macedonians,  since  the  king  was  displei^ed 
at  his  foregoing  disobedience.      He  therefore 
ordained   that  the  people  should  make  sup- 
plication., and    should  join  with  bi.n  in  ol- 
fering  sacrifices  to  God,  whom  be  besought  to 
protect  that  nation,  and  to  deliver  them  trom 
the    perils    that    were    coming    upon    them; 
whereupon    God    warned    bim    in    a    dream, 
which  came  upon  bi.n  after  bo  had  otfered  sa- 
crifice,  that  he  should  take  courage,  and  adorn 
the  city,  and  open  the  gates;    that  the  re_st 
should  appear  in  white  garments,  but  that  he 
and  the  priests  should  meet  the  king  in  the 


aim  me  priesio  suumu  ...^- ,  "  ,       ,    n   ....  „ 

b;.bitspropertotheirorder,withouttbedrcadof   «as  s 

...^      '  ._.u:„u   *k,.   ..-^..r;.1..i,<.t>  nf    that    c 


cedonia.  who,  when  I  was  considering  with 
myself  how  I  might  obtain  the  dominion  of 
Asia,  exhorted    me   to  make   no   delay,    but 
boldly  to  pass  over  the  sea  thither,  for  that 
he  would  conduct  my  army,  and  would  giva 
me  the  dominion  over  the  Persians;    whence 
it  i-    that  ha\-ing  seen  no  other  in  that  hab.t, 
and  now  seeing  this  person  in  it,  and  remem- 
bering  that  vision,  and  the  exhortation  wbieli 
I   had  in   mv  dream,   I  believe  that   I  bring 
this  armv  under  the  divine  conduct,  and  shall 
therewith    conquer   Darius,  and    destroy  the 
power    of  the    Persians,  and  that  all  things 
will  succeed  according  to  what  is  in  my  own 
mind.''     And  when  he  had  said  this  to  Par- 
nienio,  and  had  given  the  high-pnest  his  right 
hand,  the  priests  ran  along  by  him,  and  he 
came  into  the  city;  and  when  he  went  up  in- 
to the  temple,  he  offered  sacritice  to  God,  ac- 
cording   to    the    high-priesfs    direction,    and 
1  magnilicently  treated  both  the  high-pnest  and 
1  the  priests.      And  when  the  book  ot   Daniel 


ihowed  bim/   wherein    L>uniei   detUred 


any  ill  consequences,  which  the  providence  ot 
God  would  prevent.  Upon  which,  when  he 
rose  from  his  sleep,  he  greatly  rejoiced;  and 
declared  to  all  the  warning  he  had  received 
from  God.  According  to  which  dream  he 
acted  entirely,  and  so  waited  for  the  coining  I 

of  the  king.  ,    ,       ,  1 

5     And  when  he  understood  that  he  was  i 
not  far  from  the  city,  be  went  out  in  proces- 
si.m,  with  the  priests  and  the  multitude  o(  the  , 
citizens.      The  procession  was  venerable,  and 
the  manner  of  it  different  from  that  of  other 
nations.      It  reached  to  a  place  called  Sapha; 
which  name,  transUted  into  Greek,  signifies 
a  prospect,  for  you  have  thence  a  prospect  both 
of  Jerusalem  and  of  the  temple;    and  when 
the   Phoiiiiciinis  and  the  Chaldeans  that  fol- 
lowed him,  thought  they  should  have  liberty 
to   plunder   the  citv,  and  torment  the  bigh- 
priest  to  death,  which  the  king's  displeasure 
fairly  promised  them,  the  very  reverse  ot  it 
happened;  fi.r  Alexander,   when  he  saw  the 
multitude  at  a  disUi.ce,  in   white  garments, 
while  the  priests  stood  clothed  with  hue  linen, 
and  the  high-priest  in  purple  and  scarlet  cloth- 
ing. Willi  his  mitre  on  his  head,  having  the 
golden  plate  whereon  the  name  of  God  was 
engraved,  he  approached  by  himself,  and  adored 
that  name,  and  first  saluted  the  high- priest. 
The  Jews  also  did  altogether,  with  one  voice, 
talute  Alexander,  and  encompass  him  about; 
whereupon  the  kings  of    Syria  and  the  rest 
wore  surprised  at  what  Alexander  had  done, 
and    supposed    him    disordered    m    his  mind. 
However,   Parmemo  alone   went   up  to  him, 
and  asked  him  how  it  came  to  pass  that,  when 
all   others  adored   him,  he  should  adore  the 
highpriest  of  the  Jews?     To  wboni  he  re- 
plied   "  I  did  not  adore  him,  but  that  God 
wlio  hath  honoured  hiin  with  hi-  high-pnest- 
bood;   for  I  saw  this  very  per,„u  in  a  dr.am, 
ill  this  very  habit,  when  1  w...  at  Dios  in  .Ma- 


was    suowiru    ujni,       • ,,      ,  .1 

that  one  of  the   Greeks  should   destroy  the 
empire  of  the  Persians,  he  supposed  that  him- 
self was  the  person  intended ;  and  as  he  was 
then  glad,  he  dismissed  the  multitude  fur   the 
present,  but  the  next  day  he  called  them  to 
him,  and  bade  them  ask  what  favours  they 
ploHsed   of  him;    whereupon   the   bigh-pnest 
I  desired  that  they  might  enjoy  the  laws  ol  their 
foreiiithcis,  and  might  pay  no  tribute  on  the 
(seventb  year.      He  granted   all   they  desired; 
i  i«d  when  they  entreated  him  that  ho  wou  d 
I  permit  the  Jews  in   Babylon   and    .Media   to 
I  enjoy  their  own  laws  also,  he  willingly  pro- 
'  mised  to  do  hereafter  what  they  desired:  and 
when  he  said  to  the  multitude,  that  if  any  ot 
them  would  enlist  thems.dves  in  bis  army  on 
this  condition,  that  they  should  continue  un- 
der  the  laws  of  their  forefathers,  and  hve  ac 
cording  to  them,  be  was  wilUng  to  take  them 
with  biin,  many  were  ready  to  accompany  him 

in  his  wars.  ,     .   ».  »,i  ,i 

6  So  when  Alexander  had  thus  settled 
matters  at  Jerusalem,  be  led  his  arniy  into  the 
neighbouring  cities;  and  when  all  the  inhabi- 
tants, to  whom  he  came,  received  hnn  with 
L-reat  kindness,  the  Samaritans,  who  had  then 
Shechem  tor  their  metropolis  (a  city  situate  at 
Mount  Gerizzim,  arid  inhabited  by  aposUtes 
of  the  Jewi>h  nation),  seeing  that  Alexander 
had  so  greatly  honoured  the  Jews,  determined 
to  profess  tl.'emselves  Jews;  for  such  is  the 
(Usposition  of  the  Samaritans,  as  we  have  al- 
ready eLewhere  declared,  that  when  the  Je^ys 
are  in  adversity  they  deny  that  they  are  of  km 
to  them,  a.id  then  they  confess  the  truth;  but 
wlien  thoy  i^erceive  that  some  good  fo.-tune 
hath  l.of.dlen  them,  they  immediately  pretend 
Ito  have  communion  with  them,  saying,  that 


.  Tl..  pli.re.1  showed  Al«a„.ier  "igM  I"  n;;";j"-  ^i 
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they  belong  to  them,  and  derive  their  ^nea- 
logy  from  the  posterity  of  Joseph,  Ephraim, 
and  Manasseh.  Accordingly,  they  made  their 
address  to  the  king  with  splendour,  and 
showed  great  alacrity  in  meeting  hiin  at  a  little 
distance  from  Jerusalem;  and  when  Alexan- 
cer  had  commended  them,  the  Shechemites 
approached  to  him,  taking  with  them  the 
troops  that  Sanbollat  had  sent  him,  and  they 
desired  that  he  would  come  to  their  city,  and 
do  honour  to  their  temple  also;  to  wbom  he 
promised,  that  when  be  returned  he  would 
come  to  them;  and  when  they  petitioned  that 
he  would  remit  the  tribute  of  the  seventh  year 
to  them,  because  they  did  not  now  sow  there- 
on,  he  asked  who  they  were  that  made  such  a 
petition;  and  when  tbey  said  that  they  were 
Hebrews,  but  bad  the  name  of  Sidoniaiis, 
living  at  Shechem,  be  asked  them  again  whe- 
ther  tbey  were  Jews;  and  when  they  said  they 
were  not  Jews,  "  It  was  to  the  Jews,"  said 
be,  **  that  1  granted  that  privilege;  faowevefi 


when  I  return,  and  am  thoroughly  informed 
by  you  of  this  matter,  I  will  do  what  I  shall 
think  proper.  "  And  in  this  manner  be  took 
leave  of  the  Shechemites;  but  ordered  that 
the  troops  of  Sanballat  should  follow  him 
into  Egypt,  because  there  be  designed  to  give 
them  lands,  which  he  did  a  little  Jifter  in  The- 
bais,  when  he  ordered  them  to  guard  that 
country, 

7.  Now  when  Alexander  was  dead,  the 
government  was  parted  among  his  successors; 
but  the  temple  upon  Mount  Gerizzim  re- 
mained; and  if  any  one  were  accused  by  those 
of  Jerusalem  of  having  eaten  things  common,* 
or  of  having  broken  the  Sabbath,  or  of  any 
other  crime  of  the  like  nature,  he  fled  away 
to  the  Shechemites,  and  said  that  he  was  ac- 
cused unjustly.  About  this  time  it  was  that 
Jaddua  the  bigh-priest  died,  and  Onias  his 
son  took  the  high-priesthood.  This  was  the 
state  of  the  affairs  of  the  people  of  Jerusalem 
at  this  Cioie 
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CONTAININO  THE  INTSRV.VL  OF  A   Bl'NDBlU  AND  SEV8STT  TIARt. 

FROM  THE  DEATH  OF  ALEXANDER  THE  GREAT  TO  THE  DEATH 
OF  JUDAS  MACCABEUS. 


CHAPTER  L 

Bow  PTOLFMY,  THE  SOS  OF  LAGDS,  TOOK 
JERUSALEM  AND  JUDEA  EV  DECEIT  AND 
TREACHERY,  AND  CARRIED  MANY  OF  THE 
JEWS  THENCE,  AND  PLANTED  THEM  IN 
EGYPT. 

§  1.  Jfow  when  ,\lcxandcr,  king  of  Mace- 
don,  had  put  an  end  to  the  dominion  of  the 
Persians,  and  had  settled  the  affairs  of  Judea 
after  the  fore-mentioned  manner,  he  ended 
his  life;  and  as  his  government  fell  among 
many,  Antigonus  obtained  Asia;  Seleucus, 
Babylon ;  and  of  the  other  nations  which 
were  there,  Lysimachus  govenicd  the  Helles- 
pont, and  Cassander  possessed  Macedonia ; 
as  did  Ptolemy,  the  son  of  Lagus,  seize  upon 
Egypt:  and  while  these  princes  ambitiously 
strove  one  against  another,  every  one  for  his 
own  principality,  it  came  to  pass  that  there 
were  continual  wars,  and  those  lasting  wars 
too;  and  the  cities  were  sulferers,  and  lo^t  a 
great  many  of  their  inbabilant>  ii.  these  tiojes 
of  distress,   insoniurh   that  al'.   Syria,  tiy  the 


means  of  Ptolemy,  the  son  of  Lapus,  under- 
went the  reverse  of  that  denomination  of  Sa- 
viour, which  he  then  had.  He  also  seized 
upon  Jerusalem,  and  for  that  end  made  use 
of  deceit  and  treachery;  for  as  he  came  into 
the  city  on  a  Sabbath-day,  as  if  he  would 
offer  sacrifice,  he,  without  any  trouble,  gained 
tlic  city,  while  the  Jews  did  not  oppose  him, 
for  they  did  not  suspect  him  to  be  their  ene- 
my ;  and  he  gained  it  thus,  because  they 
were  free  from  suspicion  of  him,  and  because 
on  that  day  they  were  at  rest  and  quietness; 
and  when  he  had  gained  it,  he  reigned  over 
it  in  a  cruel  manner.  Nay,  Agatharchides 
of  Cnidus,  who  wrote  the  acts  of  Alexander's 
successors,  reproaches  us  with  superstition,  as 
if  we,  by  it,  had  lost  our  liberty;  where  he  says 
thus:  "There  is  a  nation  called  the  nation 
of  the  Jews,  who  inhabit  a  city  strong  and 
great,  named  Jerusalem.  These  men  took 
no  care,  but  let  it  come  into  the  hands  of 

•  Here  Josephos  os*-3  the  word  Kotuophagia^  "eal- 
io^  thiols  cuiumoa,"  for  "eating  IhiDg^  uuciean,*'  aa 
d(j«-9  uur  N^w  TesUnMDt,  ta  Act*  X.  14,  lA,  2&j  uid 
XL  P.»;  Kum   Hit   U 
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Ptolemy,  as  not  willing  to  take  arms,  and 
thereby  they  submitted  to  be  under  a  hard 
master,  by  reason  of  their  unseasonable  super- 
stition." This  is  what  Agatharchides  relates 
of  our  nation.  But  when  Ptolemy  had  taken 
a  preat  many  captives,  both  from  the  moun- 
tuinous  parts  of  Judea,  and  from  the  places 
about  Jerusalem  and  Samaria,  and  the  places 
Rear  Mount  Gerizzim,  he  led  them  all  into 
Egypt,'  and  settled  them  there.  And  as  he 
knew  that  the  people  of  Jerusalem  were  most 
faithful  ill  the  observation  of  oaths  and  co- 
venants;! and  this  from  the  answer  they 
made  to  Alexander,  when  he  sent  an  enibius- 
sage  to  them,  after  he  had  beaten  Darius  in 
battle;  so  he  distributed  many  of  them  into 
garrisons,  and  at  Alexandria  pave  them  equal 
privileges  of  citizens  with  the  JLacedonians 
themselves;  and  required  of  tliem  to  take 
their  oaths  that  they  would  keep  their  fideUty 
to  tlie  posterity  of  those  who  committed  these 
places  to  their  care.  Nay,  there  were  not  a 
few  other  Jews  who,  of  their  own  accord, 
went  into  E^ypt,  as  invited  by  the  goodness 
of  the  soil,  and  by  the  liberahty  of  Ptolemy. 
However,  there  were  disorders  among  their 
posterity,  with  relation  to  the  Samaritans,  on 
account  of  their  resolution  to  preserve  (hat 
conduct  of  life  which  was  delivered  to  them 
by  their  forefathers,  and  they  thereupon  con- 
tended one  with  another,  wliile  those  of  Jeru- 
salem said  that  their  temple  was  holy,  and 
resolved  to  send  their  sacrifices  thither;  but 
the  Samaritans  were  resolved  that  they  should 
be  sent  to  Mount  Gerizzim. 


CHAPTER  II. 

HOW  PTOLEMY  PH1L*DELPHUS  PROCORED  THE 
LAWS  OF  THE  JEWS  TO  BE  TRANSLATED 
INTO  THE  GREEK  TONGUE;  AND  SET  MANY 
CAPTIVES  FREE;  AND  DEDICATED  MANY 
GIFTS  TO  GOD. 

§  1.  When  Ale.\ander  had  reigned  twelve 
years,  and  after  him  Ptolemy  Soter  forty 
years,  Phihidelphus  then  took  the   kingdom 

•  Tlie  great  niimher  of  Iliese  Jews  and  Samaritans  that 
wen?  f<irmerly  carried  into  I^ijvpt  by  AleTander.  and  now 
l>y  Plitiemy.  ttle  son  of  I.ai,'ue.  appear  afterwards,  in  tt>e 
vast  iDiillilude  who.  as  we  shall  see  pnsently,  were  soon 
ransomed  liy  Pliiladelplius.  and  by  him  made  free,  before 
fte  sent  for  the -ieventy-two  interpreters:  in  ttie  many  gar- 
risons, and  other  soldiers  of  that  nation  in  Ecypt;  in  (he 
famous  settlement  of  .lews,  and  the  number  of  their  syna 
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of  Egypt,  and  held  it  forty  years  within  one. 
He  procured  the  law  to  be  interpreted, J  and 
set  free  those  that  were  come  from  Jerusa- 
lem into  Egypt,  and  were  in  slavery  there, 
who  were  a  hundred  and  twenty  thousand. 
The  occasion  was  this: —  Demetrius  Phale- 
rius,  who  was  library- keeper  to  the  king,  was 
now  endeavouring,  if  it  were  possible,  to  ga- 
ther together  all  the  hooks  that  were  in  the 
habitable  earth,  and  buying  whatsoever  was 
anywhere  valuable,  or  agreeable  to  the  king's 
iticlination  (who  was  very  earnestly  set  upon 
collecting  of  books);  to  which  inclination  of 
his,  Demetrius  was  zealously  subservient. 
And  when  once  Ptolemy  asked  him  how 
many  ten  thousands  of  books  he  had  collect- 
ed, he  replied,  that  he  had  already  about 
twenty  times  ten  thousand;  but  that,  in  a 
little  time,  he  should  have  fifty  times  ten 
thousand,  liut  he  said,  he  had  been  informed 
that  there  were  many  hooks  of  laws  among 
the  Jews  worthy  of  inquiring  after,  and  wor- 
thy of  the  king's  library,  but  which,  being 
written  in  characters  and  in  a  dialect  of  their 
own,  will  cause  rio  small  pains  in  getting 
them  translated  into  the  Greek  tongue:  that 
the  character  in  which  they  are  written  seems 
to  be  like  to  that  which  is  the  proper  clia- 
ractcr  of  the  Syrians,  and  that  its  sound,  when 
pronounced,  is  like  to  theirs  also;  and  that 
this  sound  appears  to  be  peculiar  to  them- 
selves. Wherefore  he  said,  that  nothing  hin- 
dered why  they  might  not  get  those  books  to 
be  translated  also;  for  while  nothing  is  want- 
ing that  is  necessary  for  that  purpose,  we  may 
have  their  books  also  in  this  Ubrary.  So  the 
king  thought  that  Demetrius  was  very  zea- 
lous to  procure  him  abundance  of  books,  and 
that  he  suggested  \vhat  was  exceeding  proper 
for  him  to  do;  and  therefore  he  wrote  to  the 
Jewnsh  high-priest  that  he  should  act  accord- 
ingly. 

2.  Now  there  was  one  Aristeus,  who  was 
among  the  king's  most  intimate  friends,  and, 
on  account  of  his  modesty,  very  acceptable  to 
him.  This  Aristeus  resolved  frequently,  and 
that  before  now,  to  petition  the  king  that  he 
would  set  all  the  captive  Jews  in  his  kingdom 
free;  and  he  thought  this  to  be  a  convenient 
opportunity  for  the  makirf  that  petition.  So 
he  discoursed,  in  the  first  place,  with  the  cap- 
tains of  the  king's  guards,  Sosibius  of  Taien- 
tum,  and  Andreas,  and  persuaded  them  to 
assist  him  in  what  he  was  going  to  intercede 
with  the  king  for.  Accordingly,  Aristeus 
embraced  the  same  opinion  with  those  that 


8.,oe,  a.  Ale.andna  Ion,  alterward:    and  in  the  vehe-     ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^  mentioned,  and  we.lt  to    the 


nirnt  contenlioii  between  the  .lews  and  Samaritaa 
Philonicter,  abuut  the  place  appointed  tor  public  worsliip 
ia  tlie  law  of  Moses,  whether  at  (he  Jewish  temple  of  Je- 
riisalem,  or  at  the  Samaritan  temple  at  (Jerizzim :  of  all 
which  our  author  treats  hereaXter.  As  to  the  Samaritan* 
earned  into  (igyp'  unt'*;"'  Ihe  .same  princes,  Scaligcr  Mip- 
puses  that  those  who  have  a  ureal  s>na(;oi;ue  at  Cairn,  as 
also  those  whom  the  Arabic  eeofi'^'ipher  speaks  of,  as 
bavins  seized  nn  an  island  in  the  lied  Sea.  are  reuiaios 
oX  tbem  it  Ibis  very  day,  as  the  notes  here  inform  us 

f  or  *he  sacredness  of  oaths  amnni^  ihr  .(c»vs  in  the 
Old  Testament,  see  Scrioture  Politii-s,  p.  />*—(». 


king  and  made  the  following  speech  to  bim: 

t  (If  the  translation  of  the  other  parts  of  the  Old  Tes- 
t-iment  by  seventy  K^yptinn  Jews,  in  the  reitjns  of 
I'tolemy.  the  sin.  of  Lai,'us.  aud  Philadelphus;  as  also, 
of  tiie  translalion  of  the  Pentateuch  by  st-veiity-two  Je- 
rus.ilem  .lews,  in  the  seventh  year  of  Pliiladelphns,  at 
Alex.indria,  its  giveil  us  ati  aceoiint  of  by  Aristeusj  eiHi 
theiine  by  Philo  and  Josephus.  with  a  vindication  of 
Anstcns's  history. — see  the  Appendix  to  the  Lit  Accorop. 
of  Prooli.  al  targe,  p.  1 17  — I5i 
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"It  U  not  fit  for  us,  0  king,  to  orerlook 
things  hastily,  or  to  deceive  ourselves,  but  to 
lay  the  truth  open:  for  since  we  have  deter- 
mined not  only  to  get  the  laws  of  the  Jews 
transcribed,  but  interpreted  also,  for  thy  satis- 
faction, by  what  means  can  we  do  this,  while 
so  many  of  the  Jews  are  now  slaves  in  thy 
kingdom?  Do  thou  then  what  will  be  agree- 
able to  thy  magnanimity,  and  to  thy  good- 
nature: free  them  from  the  miserable  condition 
they  are  in,  because  that  God,  who  sup- 
porteth  thy  kingdom,  ^vas  the  author  of  their 
laws,  as  I  have  learned  by  particular  inquiry; 
for  both  these  people  and  we  also  worship  the 
same  God,  the  framer  of  all  things.  Vt'e 
call  bim,  and  that  truly,  by  the  name  of  Z«r>a 
[or  life,  or  Jupiter],  because  he  breathes 
Ufe  into  all  men.  Wherefore,  do  thou  restore 
these  men  to  their  own  country;  and  this  do 
to  the  honour  of  God,  because  these  men  pay 
a  peculiarly  excellent  worship  to  him.  And 
know  this  farther,  that  though  I  be  not  of  kin 
to  them  by  birlh,  nor  one  of  the  same  country 
with  them,  yet  do  1  desire  these  favours  to  be 
done  them,  since  all  men  are  the  workmanship 
of  God ;  and  I  am  sensible  that  be  is  well 
pleased  with  those  that  do  good.  I  do  there- 
fore put  up  this  petition  to  thee,  to  do  good 
to  them." 

3,  When  Aristeus  was  saying  thus,  the  king 
looked  upon  bim  with  a  cheertul  and  joyful 
countenance,  and  said,  **  How  many  ten  thou- 
sands dost  thou  suppose  there  are  of  such  as 
vruut  to  be  made  free?"  To  which  Andreas 
replied,  as  be  stood  by,  and  said,  **  A  few  more 
than  ten  times  ten  thousand."  The  king  miide 
answer,  **  And  is  this  a  small  gift  that  thou 
askest,  Aristeus?"  Hut  Sosibius,  and  the 
rest  that  stood  by,  said,  that  he  ought  to  offer 
such  a  thank-offering  as  \vhs  worthy  of  his 
g^reatness  of  soul,  to  that  God  who  bad 
given  him  his  kingdom.  With  this  answer 
he  was  much  pleased;  and  gave  order,  that 
when  they  paid  the  soldiers  their  wages,  they 
shuuld  lay  down  [a  hundred  and]  twenty 
drachma}  tor  every  one  of  the  slaves.'  And 
be  promised  to  publish  a  magnificent  decree, 
about  what  they  requested,  which  should 
contirm  what  Aristeus  had  proposed,  and  espe- 
cially wliat  God  willed  sliould  be  done;  where- 
by, he  said,  he  would  not  only  set  those  free 

*  Alibougb  Ihis  number,  one  huodird  and  tweoty 
dracliini-  [ol  Alrxan-liix.  «ir  sitty  Jmiib  shelwfls]  be 
btrrc  tlirtr  limes  npcitcd,  mnA  thai  in  all  Joscptias's 
copies,  tjn-t'L  and  Latin,  yvu  mhoc  all  tbe  cupies  dI  Aii^ 
tcus,  whence  Joaet'liiis  tuos  bi>  reUlioo,  have  tlus  sum 
•e^'PTal  timrs,  and  still  as  n<j  mure  Ibaa  twenty  drach- 
ms, ur  trQ  Jrv\i»b  sbrLcU;  and  since  tite  sum  of  Ihe 
Lili-Dls,  to  be  tfi  down  |>rt-sentl>,  wbicb  is  lilUe  abuve 
four  bundled  and  st\Iy  fitr  suioewhat  more  than  one 
bundrnl  iniiu»aiid  slaves,  and  is  n«-aily  ibe  same  in  Jose- 
pbijs  and  Aii&l<  us.  doe*  better  a:;rce  to  twenly  ttian  to 
one  hundred  and  (tvcoiy  dracbmir;  and  since  the  value 
Ul  a  sl.iir  ol~  »I<1  was,  at  titr  utmost,  but  lliirt>  i&hrkels, 
or  sixty  dnit.  liniK,  M-e  Kx<>d.  zxi  J:J.  wbilt?  in  tli«  present 
ciicurustuo*  csoi  these  Jewish  ^iuTtrs.  and  those  Sko  very 
numerous,  l'hilvi<:t|'biis  wonld  ratlter  redeem  tlieni  at 
a  cbt-Apcr  U-Ai\  at  a  'iCiJvr  rate.  —  ibcre  is  crrat  rratou  to 
pnitt  here  Aruiru^'s  cuptes  beiuie  Ja»ept>u«'^ 


■  who  bad  been  led  awray  captive  by  his  father 
and  his  army,  but  those  who  were  in  his  kiiig- 
I  dom  before,  and  those  also,  if  any  such  there 
'  were,  who  had  been  brought  away  since.  And 
I  when  they  said  that  their  redemption-money 
would  amount  to  above  four  hundred  talents, 
he  granted  it.  A  copy  of  which  decree  I 
have  determined  to  preserve,  that  the  n.agna- 
I  nimity  of  this  king  may  be  made  known.  Its 
contents  were  as  follows:  "  Let  all  those  who 
were  soldiers  under  our  father,  and  who, 
when  they  overran  Syria  and  Phcenicia,  attd 
'  laid  waste  Judea,  took  the  Jews  captives,  and 
I  made  them  slaves,  and  brought  them  into  our 
cities,  and  into  this  country,  and  then  sold 
I  them;  as  also  all  those  that  were  in  my  king- 
(tom  before  them,  and  if  there  be  any  that 
have  lately  been  brought  thither,  be  made 
free  by  those  that  possess  them ;  and  let  them 
accept  of  [a  hundred  and]  twenty  drachmae 
fur  every  slave.  And  let  the  soldiers  receive 
this  redemption-money  \>ith  their  pay,  but  the 
rest  out  of  the  king's  treasury:  for  i  suppose 
that  they  were  made  captives  without  our  fa- 
ther's consent,  and  against  equity;  and  that 
their  country  was  harassed  by  the  insolence 
of  the  soldiers,  and  that,  by  removing  them 
into  Egvpt,  the  soldiers  have  made  a  great 
protit  by  them.  Out  of  regard,  therefore,  to 
justice,  and  out  of  pity  to  those  that  have 
been  tyraimized  over,  contrary  to  equity,  I 
eiijoiu  those  that  have  such  Jews  in  their  ser- 
vice to  set  them  at  liberty,  upon  the  receipt 
of  the  before-mentioned  sum;  and  that  no 
one  use  any  deceit  about  them,  but  obey  what 
is  here  commanded.  And  1  will,  that  they 
gi%'e  in  their  names  ninthin  three  days  alter 
the  publication  of  this  edict,  to  such  as  are* 
appointed  to  execute  the  same,  and  to  produce 
the  slaves  before  them  also,  for  1  think  it  will 
be  for  the  advantage  of  my  affairs:  and  let 
every  one  that  will,  inform  against  those  that 
do  not  obey  this  decree;  and  1  will,  that  their 
estates  be  contiscated  into  the  king's  treasury. 
When  this  decree  was  read  to  the  king,  it  at 
tirst  contained  the  rest  that  is  here  inserted, 
and  only  omitted  those  Jews  that  bad  formerly 
been  brought,  and  those  brought  afterwards, 
which  had  not  been  distinctly  mentioned;  so 
he  added  these  clauses  out  of  his  humanity, 
and  with  great  generosity.  He  also  gave 
order  that  the  payment,  which  was  likely  to 
be  done  in  a  hurry,  should  be  divided  among 
the  king's  ministers,  and  among  the  officers  of 
his  treasury.  When  this  was  over,  what  the 
king  had  decreed  was  quickly  brought  to  a 
conclusion;  and  this  in  no  more  than  seveu 
days*  time,  the  number  of  the  talents  paid  for 
the  captives  being  above  four  himdred  ajid 
sixty,  and  this,  because  their  masters  required 
the  [hundred  and]  twenty  dracltniK  tor  the 
children  also,  the  king  having,  in  effect,  com- 
manded that  these  should  be  paid  for,  wbep 
he  said,  in  his  decree,  that  they  should  receiv* 
the  fure-mentioued  sum  for  every  sUtc. 
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4.  Now  when  this  had  been  done  after  so 
mafniificent  a  manner,  according  to  the  king's 
inclinations,  he  gave  order  to  Demetrius  to 
give  him  in  writing  his  sentiments  concerning 
tlic  transcribing  of  the  Jewish  books;  for  no 
part  of  the  administration  is  done  rashly  by 
tiiese  kings,  but  all  things  are  managed  with 
great  circumspection.  On  which  account  1 
have  subjoined  a  copy  of  these  epistles,  and 
set  down  the  multitude  of  the  vessels  sent  as 
gifts  [to  Jerusalem],  and  the  construction  ot 
every  one,  that  the  exactness  of  the  artificers' 
workmanship,  as  it  appeared  to  those  that  saw 
them,  juid  which  workmen  made  every  vessel, 
may  be  made  manifest,  and  this  on  account  of 
the  excellency  of  the  vessels  themselves.  Now 
the  copy  of  the  epistle  was  to  this  purpose: — 
"  Demetrius  to  the  great  king.     When  thou, 

0  king,  gavest  me  a  charge  concerning  the 
collection  of  books  that  were  wanting  to  fill 
your  library,  an<l  concerning  the  care  that 
ought  to  be  taken  about  such  as  are  imperfect, 

1  have  used  tlie  utmost  diligence  ubout  those 
matters.  And  I  let  you  know,  that  we  want 
the  books  of  the  Jewish  legislation,  with  some 
others;  for  they  are  written  in  the  Hebrew 
characters,  and  beiOg  in  the  language  of  that 
aation,  are  to  us  unknown.  It  bath  also 
happened  to  them,  that  they  have  been  tran- 
scribed more  carelessly  than  they  should  have 
been,  because  they  have  not  had  hitherto  royal 
care  taken  about  them.  Now  it  is  necessary 
that  thou  shouldst  have  accurate  copies  of 
them.  And  indeed  this  legislation  is  full  of 
bidden  wisdom,  and  entirely  blameless,  as 
being  the  legislation  of  God:  for  which  cause 
it  is,  as  Hecateus  of  Abdera  says,  that  tlie 
poets  and  historians  make  no  mention  of  it, 
nor  of  those  men  who  lead  their  lives  accord- 
ing to  it,  since  it  is  a  holy  law,  and  ought  not 
to  be  pul)lished  by  profane  mouths.  If  then 
rt  please  thee,  O  king,  thou  niayest  write  to 
the  high-priest  of  the  Jews,  to  send  six  of  the 
elders  out  of  every  tribe,  and  those  such  as 
are  most  skilful  of  the  laws,  that  by  their 
tneans  we  may  learn  the  clear  and  agreeing 
sense  of  these  books,  and  may  obtain  an  ac- 
curate interpretation  of  their  contents,  and  so 
may  have  such  a  collection  of  these  as  may  be 
■uitable  to  thy  desire." 

5.  When  this  epistle  was  sent  to  the  king, 
he  commanded  that  an  epistle  should  be  drawn 
up  for  Eleazar,  the  Jewish  high-priest,  con- 
cerning these  matters;  and  that  they  should 
inform  him  of  the  release  of  the  Jews  that  had 
been  in  slavery  among  them.  He  also  sent 
fifty  talents  of  gold  for  the  making  of  large 
basons,  and  vials,  and  cups,  and  an  immense 
quantity  of  precious  stones.  He  also  gave 
order  to  those  who  had  the  custody  of  the 
chests  that  contaiued  those  stones,  to  give  the 
artificers  leave  to  choose  out  what  sortsof  them 
they  pleased.  He  withal  afijiointed,  that  a 
hundred  talents  in  money  should  be  sent  to 
Cbs  temple  for  sacrifices,  and  for  other  uses. 


Now  I  will  give  a  description  of  these  vessels, 
and  the  manner  of  their  construction,  but  not 
till  after  I  have  set  down  a  copy  of  the  epistle 
which  was  written  to  Eleazar  the  high-priest, 
who  had  obtained  that  dignity  on  the  occasion 
following:— When  Onias  the  high-pfiest  was 
dead,  his  son  Simon  became  his  s^icccssor. 
He  was  called  Simon  the  Just,"  because  of 
both  his  piety  towards  God,  and  his  kind  dis- 
position to  those  of  his  own  nation.  When 
he  was  dead,  and  had  left  a  young  son,  who 
was  called  Onias,  Simon's  brother  Eleazar,  of 
whom  we  are  speaking,  took  the  high-priest- 
hood; and  he  it  was  to  whom  Ptolemy  wrote, 
aJid  that  in  the  manner  follotving:  —  "King 
Ptolemy  to  Eleazar  the  high-priest,  sendeth 
greeting.  There  are  many  Jews  who  now 
dwell  in  my  kingdom,  whom  the  Persians, 
when  they  were  in  power,  carried  captives. 
These  were  honoured  by  my  father;  some  of 
whom  he  placed  in  the  army,  and  gave  them 
greater  pay  than  ordinary;  to  others  of  them, 
when  they  cajne  with  him  into  Egypt,  he  com- 
mitted his  garrisons,  and  the  guarding  of 
them,  that  they  might  be  a  terror  to  the 
Egyptians;  and  when  1  had  taken  the  govern- 
ment, I  treated  all  men  with  humanity,  and 
especially  those  that  are  thy  /ellow-citizens, 
of  whom  I  have  set  free  above  a  hundred 
thousand  that  were  slaves,  ajid  paid  the  price 
of  their  redemption  to  their  masters  out  of 
my  own  revenues;  and  those  that  are  of  a  fit 
age,  I  have  admitted  into  the  number  of  my 
soldiers;  and  for  such  as  are  capable  of  be- 
ing faithful  to  me,  and  proper  for  my  coi'rt, 
1  have  put  them  in  such  a  post,  as  thinking 
this  [kindness  done  to  tliem]  to  be  a  very 
great  and  an  acceptable  gift,  which  I  devote 
to  God  for  his  providence  over  me,  and  as  I 
am  desirous  to  do  what  will  be  grateful  to 
these,  and  to  all  the  other  Jews  in  the  habit- 
able earth,  I  have  determined  to  procure  an 
interpretation  of  your  law,  ajid  to  have  it 
translated  out  of  Hebrew  into  Greek,  and 
to  be  deposited  in  ray  lihrary.  Thou  wilt 
therefore  do  well  to  choose  out  and  send  to 
me  meji  of  a  good  character,  who  aj'e  now 
elders  in  age,  and  six  in  number  out  of  every 
tribe.  These,  by  their  age,  must  be  skilful  in 
the  laws,  and  of  abihties  to  make  an  accurate 
interpretation  of  them;  and  when  this  shall 
be  finished,  I  shall  think  that  I  have  done  a 
work  glorious  to  myself;  and  I  have  sent  to 
thee  Andreas,  the  captain  of  my  guard,  and 
Aristeus,  men  whom  I  have  in  very  great 
esteem;  by  whom  I  have  sent  those  first-fruits 
which  I  have  dedicated  to  the  temple,  and  to 
the  sacrifices,  and  to  other  uses,  to  the  value 
of  a  hundred  talents;  and  if  thou  wilt  send  to 
us,  to  let  us  know  what  thou  wouldest  have  far 
ther,  thou  wilt  do  a  thing  acceptable  to  me." 

•  We  have  a  vtry  great  encomium  of  this  Simon  the 
Just,  the  xon  of  Onias  I.  in  the  fiftieth  chapter  of  the  Ec 
ciesiasticus,  through  ilie  wholechapter.  >orisitimpn> 
per  to  consult  that  chapter  UseJf  upon  this  occasion. 
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6.  When  this  epistle  of  the  king  was 
brought  to  Eleazar,  he  wrote  an  an«\ver  to 
it  with  all  the  respect  possible:  —  "Eleazar 
the  high -priest  to  king  Ptolemy,  seudeth 
fretting.  If  thou  and  thy  queen  Arsinoe,* 
and  thy  children,  be  well,  we  are  entirely  sa- 
tistied.  When  we  received  thy  epistle,  we 
greatly  rejoiced  at  thy  intentions;  and  when 
the  multitude  were  gathered  together,  we  read 
it  to  them,  and  thereby  made  them  sensible  of 
the  piety  thou  hast  towards  God.  We  also 
showed  them  the  twenty  vials  of  gold,  and 
thirty  of  silver,  and  the  five  large  basons,  and 
the  table  for  the  .shew-bretid ;  jis  also  the  hun- 
dred talents  for  the  sacritices,  and  for  the 
making  what  shall  be  needful  at  the  temple: 
which  things  .\ndreas  and  Aristeus,  those 
most  honoured  friends  of  thine,  have  brought 
us ;  and  truly  they  are  persons  of  an  excel- 
lent character,  and  of  great  learning,  and 
worthy  of  thy  virtue.  Know  then  thit  we 
will  gratify  thee  in  what  is  for  thy  advantage, 
though  we  do  what  we  used  not  to  do  before; 
for  we  ought  to  make  a  return  for  the  numer- 
ous acts  of  kindne^s  which  thou  ha-st  done  to 
our  countrymen.  We  imme<liately,  therefore, 
offered  sacrifices  for  thee  and  thy  sister,  with 
thy  children  and  friends;  and  the  multitude 
made  prayers,  that  thy  afKiirs  may  be  to  tliy 
mind;  and  that  thy  kingdom  may  be  pre- 
served in  peace,  and  that  the  translation  of  our 
law  may  come  to  the  conclusion  thou  desirest, 
and  be  for  thy  ad^'antage.  We  have  also 
chosen  si.x  elder?  out  of  every  tribe,  whom 
we  have  sent,  and  the  law  with  tliem.'  It  will 
be  thy  part,  out  of  thy  piety  and  justice,  to 
send  back  the  law  when  it  bath  been  trans- 
lated; and  to  return  those  to  us  that  bring  it 
in  safety.  —  Farewell." 

7.  This  was  the  reply  which  the  high-priest 
made;  but  it  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  neces- 
sary to  set  down  the  names  of  the  seventy  [two] 
elders  who  were  sent  by  Eleazar,  and  carrie<l 
the  law,  which  yet  were  subjoined  at  the  end 
of  the  epistle.  However,  I  thought  it  not 
improper  to  give  an  account  of  those  very 
vnluable  and  artificially -coutri%ed  vessels 
which  the  king  sent  to  God,  that  all  may  see 
how  great  a  regard  the  king  had  for  God ;  for 
the  king  allowed  a  vast  deal  of  expenses  for 
these  vessels,  and  came  often  to  the  workmen, 
and  viewed  their  works,  and  suffered  nothing 
of  carelessness  or  negligence  to  be  any  da. 
mage  to  their  operations;  and  I  will  relate 
how  rich  they  were  as  well  as  I  am  able, 
although,  perhaps,  the  nature  of  this  history 
may  not  require  such  a  description ;  but  I 
imagine  I  shall  thereby  recommend  the  ele- 

•  When  we  have  here  and  presently  mention  -made 
of  Pbiladelpbas's  qneen  and  sister  Arsinoe,  we  are  to 

remember,  with  Spanheim,  that  Arsin(«  was  holh  his 
Bister  and  his  wife,  acrordiog  to  the  oM  custom  ol  Persia, 
and  of  Ee\pt  at  this  ver>'  time;  nay,  of  the  Assj-rians 
long  afterwards,  ^ee  .Antiq  b.  X3L  ch.  ii.  sect.  1. 
Whence  we  have,  upon  the  coins  of  Pbiladelphus,  this 
known  inseription:— '*Tlie  divine  Brotbvranii  Sister." 


gant   taste  and  magnanimity  of  this  king  to 
those  that  read  this  history. 

8.  And  first  I  will  describe  what  belongs 
to  the  table.  It  was  indeed  in  the  king's 
mind  to  make  this  table  vastly  large  in  it* 
dimensions;  but  then  be  gave  orders  that 
they  should  learn  what  was  the  magnitude  of 
the  table  which  was  already  at  Jerusalem,  and 
how  large  it  was,  and  whether  there  were  a 
possibility  of  making  one  larger  than  it ;  and 
when  he  was  informed  how  large  that  wa» 
which  was  already  there,  and  that  nothing 
hindered  but  a  larger  might  be  maiie,  he 
said  that  he  was  willing  to  have  one  made 
that  should  be  five  times  as  large  as  the  pre- 
sent table;  but  his  fe.ar  was  that*  it  might  be 
then  useless  in  their  sacred  ministpations  by 
its  too  great  largeness;  for  he  desired  'hat  the 
gifts  he  presented  them  should  not  only  be 
there  for  show,  but  should  be  useful  also  in 
their  sacred  ministrations.  According  to  which 
reasoning,  that  the  former  table  wa«  made  of 
so  moderate  a  size  for  use,  and  not  for  want 
of  gold,  he  resolved  that  he  would  not  exceed 
the  former  table  in  largeness,  but  would  make 
it  exceed  it  in  the  variety  and  elegance  of  its 
materials;  and  as  he  was  spacious  in  oi>scrv- 
ing  the  nature  of  all  things,  and  in  having  a 
ju^t  notion  of  what  was  new  and  surprising, 
and  «  here  there  were  no  srulplures,  he  would 
invent  such  as  were  proper  by  his  own  skill, 
and  would  show  thcni  to  the  »vorkinen,  he 
commanded  that  such  sculptures  should  now 
be  made;  and  that  those  which  were  deline- 
ated should  be  most  accurately  formed,  by  a 
constant  regard  to  their  delineation. 

9.  When  therefore  the  workmen  had  un- 
dertaken to  make  the  table,  they  framed  it  in 
length  two  cubits  [and  a  half],  in  breadth  one 
cubit,  and  in  height  one  cubit  and  a  half;  and 
the  entire  structure  of  the  work  was  of  gold. 
They  withal  made  a  crown  of  a  hand-breadtb 
round  it,  with  wave-work  wreathed  about  it, 
and  with  an  engraving  which  imitated  a  cord, 
and  was  admirably  turned  on  its  three  parts; 
for  as  they  were  of  a  triangular  figure,  every 
angle  had  the  same  disposition  of  its  sculp- 
tures, that  when  you  turned  them  about,  the 
very  same  form  of  them  was  turned  about 
without  any  variation.  Now  that  part  of  the 
crown-work  that  was  enclosed  under  the  table 
had  its  sculptures  very  beautiful;  but  that  part 
which  went  round  on  the  outside  was  more 
elaboratelv  adorned  Mith  most  beautiful  orna- 
ments, because  it  was  exposed  to  sight,  and  to 
the  view  of  the  spectators;  for  which  reason 
it  \vas  that  both  those  sides  whidi  were  extant 
above  the  rest  were  acute,  and  none  of  the 
angles,  which  we  before  told  you  were  three, 
appeared  less  than  another  when  the  table  was 
turned  about.  Now  into  the  cord-wovk  thus 
turned  were  precious  stones  inserted,  in  rows 
parallel  one  to  the  other,  enclosed  in  golden 
buttons,  which  had  ouches  in  them;  but  the 
parts  which  were  on  the  »Ue  of  the  ciov-'v 
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and  were  exposed  to  the  sight,  were  adcriied 
with  a  row  of  oval  figures  obliquely  placed, 
of  the  most  excellent  sort  of  precious  stones, 
which  imitated  rods  laid  close,  and  encom- 
passed the  table  roundabout;  but  under  these 
oval  figures  thus  engraven,  the  workmen  had 
put  a  crown  all  round  it,  where  the  nature  of 
all  sorts  of  fruit  was  represented,  insomuch 
that  the  bunches  of  grapes  hung  up;  and 
when  they  had  made  the  stones  to  represent 
all  the  kinds  of  fruit  before  mentioned,  and 
that  each  in  its  proper  colour,  they  made  them 
fast  with  gold  round  the  whole  table.  The 
like  disposition  of  the  oval  figures,  and  of  the 
engraved  rods,  was  framed  under  the  crown, 
that  the  table  might  on  each  side  show  the 
tame  appearance  of  variety  and  elegance  of 
it»  ornaments,  so  that  neither  the  position  of 
the  wave- work  nor  of  the  crown  might  he  dif- 
ferent, although  the  table  were  turned  on  the 
other  side,  but  that  the  prospect  of  the  same 
artificial  contrivances  might  be  extended  as 
far  as  the  feet;  for  there  was  made  a  plate  of 
gold  four  fingers  broad,  through  the  entire 
breadth  of  the  table,  into  which  they  inserted 
the  feet,  and  then  fastened  them  to  the  table 
by  buttons  and  button-holes,  at  the  place 
where  the  crown  was  situate,  that  so  on  what 
side  soever  of  the  table  one  should  stand,  it 
might  exhibit  the  very  same  view  of  the  ex- 
quisite workmanship,  and  of  the  vast  expenses 
bestowed  upon  it;  but  upon  the  table  itself 
they  engraved  a  meander,  inserting  into  it 
very  valuable  stones  in  the  middle  like  stars, 
of  various  colours;  the  carbuncle  and  the 
emerald,  each  of  wliicli  sent  out  agreeable  rays 
of  liglit  to  the  spectators;  with  such  stones  of 
other  sorts  also  as  were  most  curious  and  best 
esteemed,  as  being  most  precious  in  their  kind. 
Hard  by  this  meander  a  texture  of  net-work 
ran  roun<i  it,  the  middle  of  wbich  appeared 
like  a  rhombus,  into  which  were  inserted  rock- 
crystal  and  amber,  whicli.  by  the  great  resem- 
blance of  the  appearance  they  made,  gave 
wonderful  delight  to  those  that  saw  them. 
The  chapiters  of  the  feet  imitated  the  first 
budding  of  lilies,  while  their  leaves  were  bent 
and  laid  under  the  tiible,  but  so  that  the  chives 
Ucie  seen  stajiding  upright  within  them.  Their 
bases  were  made  of  a  carbuncle;  and  the  place 
at  the  bottom,  which  rested  on  that  carbuncle, 
was  one  palm  deep,  and  eight  fingers  in  breadth. 
Now  they  had  engraven  upon  it,  with  a  verv 
(ine  tool,  and  with  a  great  deal  of  p:uns,  a 
branch  of  ivy,  and  tendrils  of  the  vine,  send- 
ing forth  clusters  of  grapes,  that  you  would 
guess  they  were  nowise  different  from  real 
tendrils;  for  they  were  so  very  thin,  and  so 
very  far  extended  at  their  extremities,  that 
they  were  moved  with  the  wind,  and  made 
Due  believe  that  they  were  the  product  of  na- 
ture, and  not  the  representation  of  art.  They 
also  made  the  entire  workmanship  of  the  table 
anpear  to  he  thr^ifold,  while  the  joints  of  the 
vevertU  ports  were  so  united  together  as  to  be 


j  invisible,  and  the  places  where  they  joined 
could  not  be  distinguished.  Now  the  thick- 
ness of  the  table  was  not  less  than  half  a  cu- 
bit. So  that  this  gift,  by  the  king's  great  ge- 
nerosity, by  the  great  value  of  the  materials, 
and  the  variety  of  its  exquisite  structure,  and 
the  artificer's  skill  in  imitating  nature  with 
gr'aving  tools,  was  at  length  brought  to  per- 
fection, while  the  king  was  very  desirous, 
that  though  in  largeness  it  were  not  to  be  dif- 
ferent from  that  which  was  already  dedicated 
to  God,  yet  that  in  exquisite  workmanship, 
and  the  novelty  of  the  contrivances,  and  in 
the  splendour  of  its  construction,  it  shoulil  far 
exceed  it,  and  be  more  illustrious  than  thai; 
was. 

10.  Now  of  the  cisterns  of  gold  there  were 
two,  whose  sculpture  was  of  scale-work,  from 
its  basis  to  its  belt-like  circle,  with  various 
sorts  of  stones  inchased  in  the  spiral  circles. 
Next  to  which  there  was  upon  it  a  meander 
of  a  cubit  in  height:  it  Wiis  composed  of 
stones  of  all  sorts  of  colours;  and  next  to  tliis 
was  the  rod-work  engraven;  and  next  to  that 
was  a  rhombus  in  a  texture  of  net-work, 
drawn  out  to  the  brim  of  tlic  bason,  while  small 
shields,  made  of  stones,  beautiful  in  their 
kind,  and  of  four  fingers'  depth,  filled  up  the 
middle  parts,  .\bout  the  top  of  the  bason 
were  wreathed  the  leaves  of  lilies,  and  of  the 
convolvulus,  and  the  tendrils  of  vines  in  a  cir- 
cular manner;  and  this  was  the  construction 
of  the  two  cisterns  of  gold,  each  containing 
two  firkins;  —  but  those  which  were  of  silver 
were  much  more  bright  and  splendid  than 
looking-glasses;  and  yon  might  in  them  see 
images  that  fell  upon  them  more  plainly  than 
in  the  other.  The  king  also  ordered  thirty 
vials;  those  of  which  the  parts  that  were  of 
gold,  and  filled  up  with  precious  stones,  were 
shadowed  over  with  the  leaves  of  ivy  and  vines, 
artificially  engraven;  and  these  were  the  ves- 
sels that  were,  after  an  extraordinary  maimer, 
l»rought  to  this  perfection,  partly  by  the  skill 
of  the  workmen,  who  were  admirable  in  such 
fine  work,  but  much  more  by  the  diligence 
and  generosity  of  the  king,  who  not  only  sup- 
plied the  artificers  abundantly,  and  with  great 
ireucrosity,  with  what  they  wanted,  but  he 
fori)ade  public  audiences  for  tiie  time,  and 
<yjme  and  stood  by  the  workmen,  and  saw  the 
whole  operation ;  and  this  was  the  cause  why 
the  workmen  were  so  accurate  in  their  per- 
formance, because  they  had  regard  to  the 
king,  and  to  his  great  concern  about  the  ves- 
sels, and  so  the  more  indefatigably  kept  close 
to  the  work. 

11.  .\nd  these  were  what  gifts  were  sent 
'ly  Ptolemy  to  Jerusalem,  and  dedicated  to 
iod  there.  lint  when  Eleazar  the  high- 
iriest  had  devoted  them  to  God,  and  had  paid 
tue  respect  to  tiiose  that  brought  them,  and 
iiad  given  them  [iresents  to  be  carried  to  the 
king,  he  dismissid  them.  And  when  they 
were  come  to  Alexandria  and  Ptolemy  beard 
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that  they  were  come,  and  that  the  seventy 
elders  were  come  also,  he  presently  sent  for 
Andreas  and  Aristeus,  bis  ambassadors,  who 
came  to  him,  and  delivered  him  the  epistle 
which  tbev  brought  him  from  the  high-priei,t, 
and  made'answer  to  all  the  questions  he  put 
to  them  by  word  of  mouth.     He  then  made 
haste  to  meet  the  elders  that  came  from  Je- 
rusalem for   the  interpretation  of  the  laws; 
and  he  gave  command,  that  every  body  who 
came  on  other  occasions  should  bo  sent  away, 
Xhich  was  a  thing  surprising,  and  what  he 
Jid  not  use  to  do;  for  those  that  were  drawn 
thither  upon  such  occasions  used  to  come  to 
hiiu  on  the  fifth  day,  but  ambassadors  at  the 
month's  end.     But  when  he  had  sent  those 
away,  he  waited  for  these  that  were  sent  by 
Eieazar;  but  as  the  old  men  came  in  with  the 
presents,  which  the  high-priest  had  given  them 
to  bring  to  the  king,  and  with  the  membranes, 
upon  which  they  had  their  laws  written  m 
golden    letters,'    he    put  questions    to   them 
concerning  those  books;  and  when  they  had 
taken  otf  the  covers  wherein  they  were  wrapt 
np,  they  showed  him  the  membranes.    So  the 
king  stood  admiring   the   thinness  of  those 
membranes,  and   the  exactness  of   the  junc- 
tures, which  could  not  be  perceived  (so  ex- 
actly were  they  connected  one  with  another); 
and  this  he  diil  for  a  consideralile  time.     lie 
then  said  that  be  returned  them  thanks  for 
coming  to  him,  and    still  greater  thanks   to 
him  that  sent  them;  and,  above  all,  to  that 
God  whose  Uws  tbey  appeared  to  be.     Then 
did  the  elders,  and  those  that  were  present 
with  them,  crv  out  with  one  voice,  and  wished 
all  happiness 'to  the   king.     Vpon  which  he 
fe!l  into  ttars  by  the  violence  of  the  pleasure 
he  had,  it  being' natural  to  men  to  afford  the 
tame  indications  in  great  joy  that  they  do  un- 
der sorrov.-.     And  when  he  had  bidden  them 
deliver  the  books  to  those  that  were  appointed 
to  receive  them,  he  saluted  the  men,  and  said 
that  it  was  but  just  to  discourse,  in  the  first 
place,  of  the  errand  tbey  were  sent  about,  and 
then  to  address  him^elt■  to  themselves.     He 
projiised,  however,  that  he  would  make  this 
day  on  which  they  came  to  hun  remarkable 
and   eminent   every  year  through  the  whole 
course  of  bis  life;  for  their   coming  to  hmi, 
and  the  nctory  which  ho  gained  over  Antigo- 
nus  by  sea,  proved  to  be  on  the  very  same 
day.     He  also  gave  orders  that  they  should 
Bu'p   with  him;   and  gave  it  in  charge  that 
tnty  should  have  excellent  lodgings  provided 
tor  them  in  the  upper  part  of  the  city. 

12.  Now  he  that  was  appointed  to  take  care 
of  the  reception  of  strangers,  Nicanor  by 
name,  called  for  Dorotheus,  whose  duty  it 
was  to  make  provision  tor  them,  and  bade 
him    prepare    for    every    one    of  them    what 

•  The  Tatraudists  mj,  lliat  "1  '"■  n<"  lawful  lo  writj 
th-  'aw  in  leIln-5  of  gold,  crliar)  to  lhi>  ccrlain  and 
very  ancieDt  txamrle.  !>«  Hudson's  and  Heland  • 
To'e»  here. 


should  be  requisite  for  their  diet  and  way  of 
living;  which  thing  was  ordered  by  the  king 
aaer  this  manner:  he  took  care  that  those  that 
belonged  to  every  citv,  which  did  not  use  the 
same  way  of  living,  that  all  things  should  be 
prepared  for  them  according  to  the  custom  of 
those  that  came  to  him,  that,  being  feasted 
according  to  the  usual  method  of  their  own 
way  of  linng,  they  might  be  the  better  pleased, 
and  might  not  be  uneasy  at  any  thing  done 
to  them  from  which  they  were  naturally  averse. 
And  this  was  now  done  in  the  case  of  these 
men  by  Dorotheus,  who  was  put  into  this  office 
because  of  his    great  skill   in    such    matters 
belonging  to  common  life:    for  he   took  care 
of  all  such  matters  as  concerned  the  reception 
of  strangers,  and  appointed  them  double  scats 
for  tbem  to  sit  on,  according  as  the  king  had 
commanded  him  to  do;  for  he  had  commanded 
that  half  oi  their  seats  should  be  set  at  his 
riglit  band,  and  the  other  half  behind  his  table, 
and  took  care  that  no  respect  should  be  omit- 
ted that  could  be  shown  them.     And  when 
they  were  tlms  set  down,  he  bid  Dorotheus  to 
I  mimster  to  all  those  that  were  come  to  him 
I  from  Judea,  alter  the  manner  they  used  to  be 
ministered  to:   for  which  cause  he  sent  away 
their  sacred  heralds,  and  those  that  slew  the 
sacrifices,  and  the  rest  that  used  to  say  grace: 
but  called  to  one  of  those  that  were  come  tohim, 
whose  name  was  Eieazar,  who  was  a  pnest, 
and    desired   him  to   say   grace :t    who    then 
stood  in  the  niiilst  of  them,  and  prayed,  that 
all  prosperity  might  attend  the  king,  and  those 
that  were  his  subjects.      Upon   which  an  ac- 
clamation was  made  by  the  whole  company, 
with  joy   and  a  great  noi^e;  and    when  that 
was  over,  they  fell  to  eating  their  supper,  and 
to  the  enjoyment  of  what  was  set  before  them. 
And  ut  a  little  interval  afterward,  when  the 
king  thought  a  sufficient  time  had  been  inter- 
posed,  he    began   to   talk    philosophically   to 
them,  and  he  asked  eicry  one  of  them  a  phi- 
losophical question,!  and  such  a  one  as  n.-.ght 
give  light  in  those  inquiries;  and  when  they 
had  exi>lained  all  the  problems  that  had  beei: 
proposed  by  the  king  about  every  point,  he 
was  well  p'leased  with  their  answers.     This 
took  up  the  twelve  days  in  which  they  were 
treated;    and   he  that  pleases  may  learn  the, 
particular  questions  in  that  book  of  AristeiiiS,^ 
which  be  wrote  on  this  very  occasion. 

13.  And  while  not  the  king  only,  but  the 


+  Tills  is  thf  roost  ancient  example  1  have  met  wnh 
.f  a  Brace,  or  sliort  fro)er.  or  ihanksjiTins.  beloro 
neat;  i»  liich,  as  il  is  us«l  lo  be  said  by  a  bealiien  priest, 
.las  nuw  said  0)  Eieazar.  a  Jewish  priest,  wbo  was  one 
il  Ihose  sevemv-lwo  interpreters.     The  next  example  I 

ave  met  wilbis  thai  ol  Ibe  Essene^  (Of  the  W  «r.  b.  ii. 

i\  »iii  secL  5),  bolb  before  and  after  il;  those  of  oul 
saviour  bfl'ure  it  (Mark  viii.  B;  John  vi.  II,  23:  and 
<t    Paul.  AetsINvii.  :J5):  und  a  form  of  such  a?race  ol 

raver  for  Cruistlans,  •!  the  end  of  the  «Hh  boot  ol  the 
Aiosb.lical  Consliliitions,  which  seems  lo  have  been 
intended  for  both  times,  both  before  and  after  meat 

J  I  hev  were  r»Iher  political  questions  and  iiisweri 
tending  to  Ihe  fuM  and  religious  sovernineni  of  raa». 
l^ind. 
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philosopher  Menedetnus  also,  admired  them, 
and  said,  that  all  things  were  governed  by 
Providence,  and  that  it  was  probable  that 
thence  it  was  that  such  force  or  beauty  was 
discovered  in  these  men's  words, — they  then 
left  off  asking  any  more  questions.  But  the 
king  said  that  he  had  gained  very  great  ad- 
vantages by  their  coming,  for  that  he  had  re- 
ceived this  profit  from  them,  that  he  had  learned 
how  he  ought  to  rule  his  subjects.  Aiid 
he  gave  order  that  they  should  have  every  one 
three  talents  given  theui;  and  tliat  those  that 
were  to  conduct  them  to  their  lodging  should 
do  it.  Accordingly,  when  three  days  were 
over,  Denietrius  tooli  them,  and  went  over  the 
causeway  seven  furlongs  long:  it  was  a  bank 
in  the  sea  to  an  island.  And  when  they  had 
gone  over  the  bridge,  he  proceeded  to  the 
northern  parts,  and  showed  them  where  they 
ahould  meet,  which  was  in  a  house  that  was 
built  near  the  shore,  and  was  a  quiet  place, 
and  fit  for  their  discoursing  together  about 
their  work.  When  he  had  brought  them 
thither,  he  entreated  them  (now  they  had  all 
things  about  them  which  they  wanted  for 
the  interpretation  of  their  law),  that  they 
would  suffer  nothing  to  interrupt  them  in 
their  work.  Accordingly,  they  made  an  ac- 
curate interpretation,  with  great  zeal  and  great 
pains;  aiid  tliis  they  continued  to  do  till  the 
ninth  hour  of  the  day;  alter  whicli  time  they 
rehixcd  mid  took  care  of  their  body,  while 
tlieir  food  was  provided  lor  them  in  great 
plenty:  besides.  Dorotheus,  at  the  king's 
command,  brought  them  a  great  deal  of  what 
was  provided  for  the  king  himself.  But  in 
the  morning  they  caBie  to  the  court,  and  sa- 
luted rtoleniy,  and  tlieu  went  away  to  their 
former  place,  where,  when  they  liad  washed 
their  hands,'  and  purilied  themselves,  they 
betook  themselves  to  the  iuterpretation  of  the 
laws.  Now  wlien  the  law  was  transcribed, 
and  the  labour  of  interpretation  was  over, 
which  came  to  its  conclusion  iji  seventy-two 
days,  Demetrius  gathej-ed  all  the  Jews  togc- 
tlier  to  the  place  where  the  laws  were  trans- 
lated, aad  where  the  interpreters^  were,  and 
read  them  over.  The  multitude  did  also  ap- 
prove of  those  elders  that  were  the  interpre- 
ters of  the  law.  They  withal  commended 
Demetrius  for  his  proposal,  as  the  inventor  of 
what  was  greatly  for  their  happ'uicss ;  and  they 
desired  that  he  would  give  leave  to  their  ru- 
lers also  to  read  the  law.  Moreover  they  all, 
both  the  priests  aiul  the  ancientest  of  the  el- 
ders, and  the  principal  men  of  their  common- 
svealth,  made  it  their  request,  that  since  the  iri- 
terpretation  was  happily   finished,  it  might 

•  Thi?  purification  of  the  interpreters,  by  wa&htag  in 
the  Bca,  beforf  itey  prayed  to  Get  every  morninR,  and 
betiire  they  set  iil^out  trarislatiDe.  may  be  compared  with 
the  like  practict-  of  l*eter  the  Apostle,  in  the  liecognitlons 
jf  Clement,  b.  i*.  cli.  iii.  and  b,  v  ch  xsxvi;  and  with 
the  pliices  of  titt-  Proseii'-haj.  or  of  prayer,  which  were 
sometiiivt  btnl'  >  ear  the  sea  or  rivers  alsu  (if  which 
■l,itLe'.  ^e  Ant  Ik  liv-  ch.  I   s.  ij.  and  Acli  x\i.l'i,  16. 


continue  in  the  state  it  now  was,  and  might 
not  be  altered.  And  when  they  all  com- 
mended that  determination  of  theirs,  they 
enjoined,  that  if  any  one  observed  either  any 
thing  superlluous,  or  any  thing  omitted,  that 
he  would  take  a  view  of  it  again,  and  have  it 
laid  before  them,  and  corrected;  which  was  a 
wise  action  of  theirs,  that  when  the  thing  wa  , 
judged  to  have  been  well  done,  it  might  co  j 
tinue  for  ever. 

14.   So  the  king  rejoiced  when  he  saw  that 
liis  design  of  this  nature  was  brought  to  per- 
fection, to  so  great  advantage:    and  he  was 
chiefly  delighted  with  hearing  the  laws  read 
to  him ;  and  was  astonished  at  the  deep  mean- 
ing and  wisdom  of  the  legislator.     And  he 
began  to  discourse   svith    Demetrius,  "How 
it  came  to  pass  that,  when  this  legislation  was 
so  wonderful,  no  one,  either  of  the  poets  or 
of  the   historians  had  made  mention   of  it." 
Demetrius  made  answer,  "  that  no  one  durst  be 
so  bold  as  to  touch  upon  the  description  of 
these  laws,  because  they  were  divine  and  ve- 
iicrable,  and  because  soinc  tliat  bad  attempted 
it  were  afflicted  by  God." — He  also  told  him, 
that  "  'J'bcopompus  was  de^irous  of  writing 
sfunewhat  about  them,  but  was  thereupon  dis-j 
turbeil    in    his    mind    for  above    thirty  dayt'^ 
time;  and  upon  some  interiiii&sion  of  liis  dis*, 
temper,  he  appeased  Uod  [by  prayer],  as  sus- 
pecting that  his  madness  proceeded  troni  that 
cause."     Nay,  indeed,  he   further   saw  in   a 
dream,  that  his  distemper  befell  him  while  b*. 
indulged  too  great  a  curiosity  aliout  divinCj 
matters,  and  was  desirous  of  publishing  them, 
among  common  men;    but   when  he  left  cU 
that  attempt,  he  recovered  his  understanthii^' 
again.     Moreover,  he  informed  him  of  Theu.^ 
dectes,  the  tragic  poet,  couccrning  vthoiii  it, 
was  reported,  that  wheu  in  a  certain  driunatit;, 
representation,  he  was  desirous  to  make  men. 
tion  of  things  that  were  contained  in  tin;  sa- 
cred books,  he  was  afflicted  with  a  darkntse 
in    his    eyes;    and  that  upon  his  being    con- 
scions  of  the  occasion  of  his  distemper,  a:!\i 
appeasing  God  [by  prayar],  he  was  freed  from 
that  affliction.  .. 

lo.  And  when  the  king  had  received  these, 
books  from  Demetrius,  as  we  have  said  al-j 
ready,  he  adored  them ;  and  gave  order,  that^ 
great  care  should  be  taketi  of  them,  that  tliey 
might  remain  uncorrupted.  He  also  desiieil 
that  the  interpreters  would  come  often  to  him 
out  of  Judra,  and  that  both  on  account  of  tlie 
respects  that  he  would  pay  tliem,  and  on  ac- 
count of  the  presents  he  would  make  them; 
for  he  said,  it  was  now  but  just  to  send  them 
away,  although  ii,  of  their  own  accord,  they 
would  come  to  him  hereafter,  they  should  ob- 
tain all  that  their  own  wisdom  might  justly 
require,  and  what  his  generosity  was  able  to 
give  them.  So  he  sent  them  away,  and  gave  to 
every  one  of  them  three  garments  of  the  best 
sort,  and  two  talents  of  gold,  and  a  cup  of 
the  value  of  one  talent,  and  the  furniture  of 


320 


ANTIQITTIES  OF  THE  JEWS, 


BOOK  XII. 


the  room  wherein  they  vrere  feasted.  And 
these  were  the  thiiigs  he  presented  to  them 
But  by  them  he  sent  to  Eleazar  the  high^priesl 
ten  beds,  with  feet  of  silver,  and  the  furniture 
to  them  belonging,  and  a  ciip  of  the  value 
of  thirty  talents;  and  besides  these,  ten  gar- 
ments, and  purple,  and  a  very  beautiful  crown, 
and  a  hundred  pieces  of  the  finest  woven 
linen;  as  also  vials  and  dishes,  and  vessels  for  i 
pouring,  and  two  golden  cisterns,  to  be  dedi- 
cated to  God.  He  also  desired  him,  by  an 
epistle,  that  he  would  give  these  interpreters 
leave,  if  any  of  them  were  desirous,  of  com- 
ing to  him;  because  he  highly  valued  a  con- 
versation with  men  of  such  learning,  and 
should  be  very  willing  to  lay  out  his  wealth 

npon  such  men And  this  was  what  came  to 

the  Jews,  and  was  much  to  their  glory  and 
honour,  from  Ptolemy  Philadelphus. 

CHAPTER  IIL 

HOW  THE  KINGS  or  ASIA  HOSOUBCD  THE  NA- 
TION or  THE  JEWS,  AND  MADE  THEM  CITI 
ZENS  or  THOSE  CITIES  WHlrH  THEY  BCILT. 

§  1.  The  Jews  also  obtained  honours  from 
the  kings  of  Asia  when  they  became  their 
aujdliaries;  for  Scleucus  Kicator  made  them 
citizens  in  those  cities  which  he  built  in 
Asia,  and  in  the  Lower  Syria,  and  in  the 
metropolis  itself,  Antioch;  and  gave  them 
privileges  equal  to  those  of  the  Macedonians 
and  Greeks,  who  were  the  inhabitants,  inso- 
much that  these  privileges  continue  to  this 
very  day:  an  argument  for  which  you  have 
in  this:  that  whereas  the  Jews  do  make  use 
of  oil  prepared  by  foreigners,*  they  receive  a 
certain  sum  of  money  from  the  proper  offi- 
cers belonging  to  their  exercises,  as  the  value 
of  that  oil;  which  money,  when  the  people  of 
Antioch  would  have  deprived  them  of,  in  the 
last  war,  Mudanus,  who  was  then  president 
of  Syria,  preserved  it  to  them.  And  when 
the  people  of  Alexandria  and  of  .\ntioch  did 
after  that,  at  the  time  that  Vespasian  and 
Titos  his  son  governed  the  habitable  earth, 
pray  that  these  pririleges  of  citizens  might  be 
taken  away,  they  did  not  obtain  their  request. 
In  which  behaviour  any  one  may  discern  the 
equity  and  generosity  of  the  Bomans,f  espe- 

•  The  o«  of  oil  »as  mach  irrater.  and  the  donatives 
ol  it  iQDcb  mon  valuable,  in  Judea,  and  th«  Beigbbour. 
ia^  couDlhea,  tbao  it  is  amongst  as.  It  was  also,  ia  Ibe 
da\s  of  Josephus,  ibought  utilawfol  for  Jews  to  make 
use  of  any  oil  that  was  prepared  by  bf  atlicns,  perhaps 
on  accoyat  «l  eomc  supersduooa  intermixed  with  its 

E reparation  by  tbosc  beatheas.  Vi  ben,  Iberetore,  tbe 
ealticos  were  to  make  them  a  donatiTt  of  oil,  Ihej 
paid  them  money  instead  of  it.  S*.  Of  Ibe  War.  b.  ii 
cb.  xxi  sect.  2;  tbe  iite  of  Josepbaa,  sect  ij;  and 
Hudson*.s  Dote  on  the  ^ace  before  ua. 

+  Thia,  and  tbe  lite  great  and  jus*  characters  of  the 
justice,  and  equity,  and  eeDCrosit\,  of  tbe  old  Romans, 
tiulii  to  tbe  Jews  and  otiier  conqueied  nations.,  alfurds 
us  z  very  good  reason  why  Aliin.i;lit)  God,  upon  li.e  re- 

t^tioo  of  tbe  jews  for  iheir  wirkedness.  ctiose  tbrni  for 
is  people,  and  brst  esublisbrd  Christianity  in  that  em- 
yur.  IJf  wbicb  matter,  see  Josepiius  bere,  sect.  2i  aa 
alio  Actiq  b.  xir.  eh.  x.  34  'JSi  U  x«i.  oil.  ii,  s«cL  4. 


dally  of  Vespasian  and  Titus,  who,  although 
they  had  been  at  a  great  deal  of  pains  in  the 
war  against  the  Jews,  and  were  exasperatetj 
against  tiem,  because  they  did  not  deliver  up 
their  weapons  to  them,  but  continued  the  vnr 
to  the  very  last,  yet  did  not  they  take  away 
any  of  their  fore-mentioned  privileges  belong- 
ing to  them  as  dtizens,  but  restrained  their 
anger,  and  overcame  the  prayers  of  the  Alex 
andrians  and  Antiochians,  who  were  a  very 
powerftil  people,  insomuch  that  they  did  not 
yield  to  them,  neither  out  of  their  favour 
to  these  people,  nor  out  of  their  old  grudge 
at  those  whose  wicked  opposition  they  had 
subdued  in  the  war;  nor  would  they  alter 
any  of  the  andent  favours  granted  to  the 
Jews,  but  said,  that  those  who  had  borne 
arms  against  them,  and  fought  them,  had 
suffered  ptmishment  already,  and  that  it  was 
not  just  to  deprive  those  that  had  not  offended 
of  the  pri^-ileges  they  enjoyed. 

2.  We  also  know  that  Marcus  Agrippa  was 
of  the  like  disposition  to^vards  the  Jews:  for 
when  the  people  of  Ionia  were  very  angry  tt 
them,  and  besought  Agrippa,  that  they,  and 
they  only,  might  have  those  privileges  of  dti- 
zens which  Antiochus,  the  grandson  of  Se- 
leucus  (who  by  the  Greeks  was  called  The 
God'),  had  bestowed  on  them;  and  desired 
that,  if  the  Jevvs  were  to  be  joint-partakers 
with  them,  they  might  be  obliged  to  worship 
the  gods  they  themselves  worshipped:  but 
when  these  matters  were  brought  to  trial,  the 
Jews  prevailed,  and  obtained  leave  to  make 
use  of  their  own  customs,  and  this  under  the 
patronage  of  Jiicolaus  of  Damascus  ;  for 
Agrippa  gave  sentence,  that  he  could  not  in- 
no\-ate.  And  if  any  one  hath  a  mind  to  know 
this  matter  accurately,  let  him  peruse  the 
hundred  and  twenty-third  and  hundred  and 
twenty  -  fourth  books  of  the  history  of  tils 
Xicolaus.  Now,  as  to  this  determination  of 
Agrippa,  it  is  not  so  much  to  be  admired; 
for  at  that  time  cur  nation  had  not  made  war 
against  the  Romans.  But  one  may  well  be 
astonished  at  the  generosity  of  Vespasian  and 
Titus,  that  after  so  great  wars  and  contests 
which  they  had  from  us,  ibey  should  use 
such  moderation.  But  1  will  now  return  to 
that  part  of  my  history  whence  I  made  the 
present  digression. 

3.  Now  it  happened  that  in  the  reign  of 
Antiochus  the  Great,  who  ruled  over  all  Asia, 
that  the  Jews,  as  svell  as  the  inhabitants  o. 
Celesyria,  suffered  greatly,  and  their  land  was 
sorely  harassed ;  for  while  be  was  at  war  with 
Ptolemy  Philopater,  and  with  his  son,  who 
was  called  Epiphanes,  it  fell  out  that  these 
natioDa  were  equally  sufferers,  both  when  he 
was  beaten,  and  when  he  beat  the  others:  so 
that  they  were  very  like  to  a  ship  in  a  sturtu, 
which  is  tossed  by  the  waves  on  both  sides: 
and  just  thus  were  they  in  their  situation  iu 
the  middle  between  Antiochus's  prosperity  aiMt 
its  change  to  adversity.     But  at  length,  wboi 
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Antiochus  had  beaten  Ptolemy,  he  seized  upon 
Judea:    and  when   Philopater  was    dt'ad,  his 
son  sent  out  a  preat  army  under  Scopas,  the 
general  of  his  lorces,  aijainst  the  inhabitants 
of  Celesyria,  who  took  many  of  tbuir  cities, 
and  in  particular  our  nation;  which,  when  he 
fell  upon  them,  \vcrit  over  to  liiin.      Yet  wa^ 
it  not  long  nltcrward  wlien  Antiochus  over- 
came Scopas,  in  u  battle  fouKht  at  the  foun- 
tains of  Jordan,  and  destroyed  a  yreat  part  of 
his   army.     Jiut  afterward,  when  Antiochus 
subdued  those  cities  of  Celesyria  which  Scopas 
had  gotten  into  his  possession,  and  Samaria 
with  them,  the  Jews,  of  their  own  accord, 
went  over  to  him,  and  receiveil  him  into  the 
city  [Jerusalem],  and  gave  plentiliil  provision 
to  aU  his   army,  and   to   his  elephants,   and 
readily  assisted  him  when  be  be^iegcil  tlie  g;ir- 
rison  which  was  in  t!ie  citadel  of  Jerusalem. 
Wherefore  Antiochus  thouglit  it  but  jii>t  to 
requite  the  Jews'  dih^cnce  and  zeal  in  his  ser- 
vice: so  he  wrote  to  tlie  generals  of  his  armies, 
and  to  his  friends,  and  gave  testimony  to  the 
good  behaviour  of  the  Jews  towards  hiin,  and 
informed  them  what  rewards  he  had   resolved 
to  bestow  on  tiiem  jbr  that  their  behaviour. 
I  will  cet  down  presently  tiie  epistles  them- 
selves whicli  he  wrote  to  the  generals  concern- 
ing them,  but  will  lirst  proilucc  the  testimony 
of  Polybius  of  Megalopolis;  for  tlius  does  he 
speivk,  in  the  si.>:teenth  book  of  his  history: 
— "  Now  Seopiis,  tlie   general   of   I'tolemy's 
army,  went  in  haste  to  the  superior  parts  of 
the  cou:itry,  and  in  the  winter-lime  overthrew 
the  nation  of  the  Jews."     He  also  saitli,  in 
the  same  book,  that  "  when  Scopas  was  con- 
quered by  Antiochus,  Antiochus  rec^ive<i  lia- 
tuuea  and   Sauiaria,  and    Abila  and   Gadara; 
and  that,  a  while  afterwards,  there  came  in  to 
him  those  Jews  that  inhabited  near  that  tem- 
ple which  was  ciiUed  Jerusalem;    concerning 
which,  althoush  I  have  more  to  say,  and  par- 
ticularly concerning  the  presence  of  God  about 
that  temple,  yet  do  I  put  otf  that  history  till  an- 
other opportunity."  This  it  is  which  Polybius 
relates;   but  we  will  return  to  the  series  of 
the  history,  when  we  have  first  produced  the 
epistles  of  king  Antiochus. 

"  KING  ANTIOCHUS  TO  PTOLEMY,  SENDETH 
GREETING. 


"  Since  the  Jews,  upon  our  first  entrance 
on  their  country,  demonstrated  their  friend- 
ship towards  us;  and  when  we  came  to  their 
dty  [Jerusalem],  received  us  in  a  splendid 
manner,  and  came  to  meet  us  with  their  se- 
nate, and  gave  abundance  of  provisions  to  our 
soldiers,  and  to  the  elephants,  and  joined  with 
us  in  ejecting  the  garrison  of  the  Egyptians 
that  were  in  the  citadel.  «e  have  thougnt  fit 
to  reward  them,  and  to  retrieve  the  condition 
of  their  city,  which  hath  been  greatly  depo- 
pulated by  such  accidents  as  have  hetallen  it: 
inhabitants,  and  to  bring  those  that  have  been 


scattered  abroad  back  to  the  city;  and,  in  the 
tirst  place,  we  have  determined,  on  account  of 
their  piety  towards  God,  to  bestow  on  them, 
:is  a  pension,  for  their  sacrifices  of  animals 
that  are  fit  for  sacrifice,  for  wine  and  oil,  and 
frankincense,  the  value  of  twenty  thousand 
pieces  of  silver,  and  [six]  sacred  artabr:E  of  fine 
dour,  with  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
sixty  medimni  of  wheat,  and  three  hundreil 
and  seventy-five  medimni  of  salt;  and  these 
payments  I  would  have  fully  p;iid  them,  as  I 
iiave  sent  orders  to  you.  I  would  also  have 
the  work  about  the  temple  finished,  and  the 
cloisters,  and  if  there  be  any  thing  else  that 
ought  to  be  rebuilt;  and  for  the  materials  of 
wood,  let  it  be  brought  them  out  of  Jnilea 
itself,  and  out  of  the  other  countries,  and  out 
of  I*ibaniis,  tax-free;  and  the  same  I  would 
have  observed  as  to  those  other  materials 
which  will  be  necessary,  in  order  to  renilor 
the  temple  more  glorious;  mid  let  all  of  that 
nation  live  accoriiing  to  the  laws  of  their  own 
country;  and  let  the  senate  and  the  priests, 
:ind  the  scribes  of  the  temple,  and  the  sacred 
singers,  be  discharged  from  poll-money  and 
the  erown-t;ix,  and  other  taxes  ;dso;  and  that 
the  city  may  the  sooner  recover  its  inhabitants, 
1  grant  a  discharge  from  taxes  for  three  ye;irs 
to  its  present  inhabitants,  and  to  such  as  shall 
come  to  it,  until  the  month  Hypcrbeietus. 
\Ve  also  discharge  thein  for  the  future  from 
a  third  part  of  tlieir  taxes,  that  the  losses  they 
h:ive  sustained  may  be  rc|iaircd;  and  all  those 
citizens  that  have  been  carried  away,  and  are 
become  slaves,  we  grant  them  and  their  chil- 
dren their  freedom;  and  give  order  that  their 
substance  be  restored  to  them." 

4.    And    these    were   the   contents   of  this 
epistle.      He  also  published  a  decree,  through 
ail    his   kingdom,   in    honour   of  the  temple, 
which  contained  what  follows: — "  It  shall  be  ' 
lawful  for  no  foreigner  to  come  within    the 
limits    of   the    temple    round    about;     which 
thing    is    forbidden  also  to  the  Jews,  unless 
to  those  who,  according  to  their  own  custom, 
have  purified  themselves.      Nor  let  any  flesh 
of  hordes,  or  of  mules,  or  of  asses,  be  l)roiight 
into  the  citv,  whether  they  be  wild  or  tame; 
nor  that  of  leopards,  or  foxes,  or  hares;  and,  in 
general,  that  of  any  animal  which  is  fVjrbidden 
for  the  Jews  to  eat.      Nor  let  their  skins  be 
brouglit  into  it;    nnr  let  any  such  animal  be 
bred  up  in  the  city.      Let  them  only  be  per- 
initted  to  use  the  sacrifices  derived  from  their 
forefathers,  with  which  they  have  been  obliged 
to  make  acceptable  atonements  to  God.     And 
lie    tiiat    tranogresseth   any   of  these   orders,  •: 
let  him    pav   to   the    priests    three    thousand  * 
drachmae  of  silver."     Moreover,  this   Antio-  I 
ehus  bare  testimony  to  our  piety  and  fidelity,  C 
in  an  epistle  of  his,  written  when  he  was  in-  -i 
formed  of  a  sedition  in   I'hrygia  and   Lydia, 
at  which  time  he  was  in  the  superior  provinces, 
wherein  he  commanded  Zenxis,  the    general   i 
of  his  forces,  and  his  most  intimate  friend,  to^' 
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send  Eome  of  our  ration  out  of  Babylon  into 
Phrygia,     The  epistle  was  this:  — 

"KING  ANTIOCHUS  TO   ZEOXIS,  HIS    FATHER, 
SENDETII  GREETING. 

"  If  you  are  in  health,  it  is  well.     I  also 
am  ill  health.      Having   been  iiiformeil  that 
a  sedition  is  arisen  in  Lydia  and  Phrygia,   I 
thought  that  matter  required  great  care;  and 
upon  advising  with  my  friends  what  was  fit  to 
be  done,  it  hath  been  thought  proper  to  re- 
move two  thousand  families  of  Jews,  with 
their  effects,  out  of  Mesopotamia  and  Baby- 
Ion,  unto  the  castles  and  places  that  lie  most 
convenient;  for  lam  persuaded  that  they  will 
be  well-disposed  guardians  of  our  possessions, 
because  of  their  piety  towards  God,  and  be- 
cause I  know  that  my  predecessors  have  borne 
witness  to  them  that  they   are  faithful,  and 
with  alacrity  do  what  they  are  desired  to  do. 
1  will,    therefore,   though    it   be  a  laborious 
work,  that  thou  remove  these  Jews;  under  a 
promise,  that  they  shall  be  permitted  to  use 
their  own  laws:  and  when   thou  sbalt  have 
brought  them  to   the    places  fore-mentioned,  ' 
thou  shalt  give  every  one  of  their  families  a] 
phice  for  building  their  bouses,  and  a  portion 
of  l.inri  for  their  husbandry,  and  for  the  plan-  ! 
tiition  of  their  vines;  and  thou  shalt  dischart'e  ! 
iliein  from  paying  taxes  of  the  fruits  of  the  i 
earth  for  ten  years;  and  let  them  have  a  pro- 
per quantity  of  wheat  for  the  miiintenance  of 
their  servants,  until  they  receive  bread-corn 
(Hit  of  the  earth;  also  let  a  sutHcient  share  be  ] 
^iven  to  such  as  minister  to  them  in  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life,  that,  by  enjoying  the  effects 
cf  our  humanity,  thry  niay  show  themselves 
the  more  willing  and  ready  about  our  affairs.  1 
Take  care  likewise  of  that  nation,  as  far  as  I 
thou  art  able,  that  they  may  not  have  any  dis- 
turbance given  them  by  any  one."    Now  these 
testitnoniaU,  which  1  have  produced,  are  suf- 
ficient to  declare  the  friendship  that  Antiochus 
the  Ureat  bare  to  the  Jews.    • 


CHAPTER  IV. 

HOW  ASTIOCHUS  MADE  A  LEAGUE  WITH  PTO- 
Ll  MV;  AND  HOWONIAS  PROVOKED  PTOLEMY 
tCEttGETES  TO  ANGER;  AND  HOW  JOSEPH 
BROCGHT  ALL  THINGS  RIGHT  AGAIN,  AND 
ENTERED  INTO  FUIENDSHIP  WITH  HIM; 
AND  WHAT  OTHER  THINGS  WERE  DONE  BY 
JOSEPH,  AND  HIS  SON  HYRCANUS. 

^  1.  After  this  Antiochus  made  a  friend- 
ship and  a  league  with  Ptolemy,  and  gave 
him  his  daughter  Cleopatra  to  mfe,  and 
yielded  up  to  him  Celesyria,  and  Samaria, 
and  Judea,  and  Phoenicia,  by  way  of  dowry; 
aad  upon  the  division  of  the  taxes  between 
the  two  kings,  ail  the  principal  men  farmed 
thf  taxes  of  their  several  countries,  and  col- 
lecting the  sum   that  was  settled   for  them, 


paid  the  same  to  the  [two]  kings.     Mow  8t 

this  time  the  Samaritans  were  in  a  flourishing 
condition,  and  much  distressed  the  Jews,  cut- 
ting off  parts  of  their  land,  and  carrying  off 
slaves.  This  happened  M'hen  Onias  was 
high- priest;  for  after  Eleazar'e  death,  his 
uncle  Manasseh  took  the  priesthood,  and 
after  he  had  ended  his  life,  Onias  receiied 
that  dignity.  He  was  the  son  of  Simon,  who 
was  called  The  JiLst;  which  Simon  was  the 
brother  of  Eleazar,  as  I  said  before.  This 
Onias  was  one  of  a  little  soul,  and  a  great 
lover  of  money:  and  f(»r  that  reason,  because 
he  did  not  pay  that  tax  of  twenty  talents  of 
silver,  which  his  forefathers  paid  to  these 
kingB,  out  of  their  own  estates,  he  provoked 
king  Ptolemy  Euergetes  to  anger,  who  was 
the  father  of  Philopater.  Euergetes  sent  an 
ambassador  to  Jerusalem,  and  complained 
that  Onias  did  not  pay  his  ta.\es,  and  threat- 
ened, that  if  he  did  not  receive  them,  he 
would  seize  upon  their  land,  and  send  sol- 
diers to  live  upon  it.  When  the  Jews  heard 
this  message  of  the  king,  they  were  con- 
founded; but  so  sordidly  covetous  was  Onias, 
that  nothing  of  this  nature  marie  him  ashamed. 
2.  There  was  now  one  Joseph,  young  in 
age,  but  of  great  reputation  among  the  people 
of  Jerusalem,  for  gravity,  prudence,  and 
justice.  His  father's  name  was  Tobias;  and 
his  mother  was  the  sister  of  Onias  the  high- 
priest,  who  informed  him  of  the  coming  of 
the  amba-ssador ;  for  he  was  then  sojourning 
at  a  village  named  Phicol,'  where  he  was  born. 
Hereupon  he  came  to  the  city  [Jerusalem],  and 
reproved  Onias  for  not  taking  care  of  the  pre- 
servation of  his  countrymen,  but  bringing  the 
nation  into  dangers,  by  not  paying  this  money. 
For  which  preservation  of  them,  he  told  him  he 
had  received  the  authority  over  them,  and  had 
been  made  high-priest;  but  that,  in  case  he 
was  so  great  a  lover  of  money,  as  to  endure 
to  see  his  country  in  danger  on  that  account, 
and  his  countrymen  suffer  the  greatest  da- 
mages, he  advised  him  to  go  to  the  king,  and 
petition  him  to  remit  either  the  whole  or  a 
part  of  the  sum  demanded.  Onias's  answer 
was  this:  —  That  he  did  not  care  for  his  au- 
thority, and  that  he  was  ready,  if  the  thing 
were  practicable,  to  lay  down  his  high-priest- 
hood ;  and  that  he  would  not  go  to  the  king, 
because  he  troubled  not  himself  at  all  about 
such  matters.  Joseph  then  asked  him  if  he 
would  not  give  him  leave  to  go  ambassador 
on  behalf  of  the  nation;  he  replied,  that  he 
would  give  him  leave.  Vpon  which  Joseph 
went  up  into  the  temple,  and  called  the  mul- 
titude together  to  a  congregation,  and  ex- 
horted them  not  to  be  disturbed  nor  affrighted, 
because  of  his  uncle  Onias's  carelessness,  but 

•  The  name  of  this  place,  Pliicol.  is  the  very  same 
viitti  ihat  ol  the  chiel  captain  of  .Abiuiflcch's  host,  ia 
Ihe  (lays  of  Abraham  (fJen.  xxi.  2'.').  and  mighl  possibly 
he  liie  ptare  of  that  I'hicol's  nativity  t^r  abode;  for  it 
seeniit  10  tiave  becD  ia  the  buutti  part  of  Palestine,  at 
Ihdl  was. 
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deared  them  to  be  at  rest,  and  not  terrify 
themselves  with  fear  about  it;  for  he  pro- 
tnUed  thcin  that  he  would  be  their  ambassa- 
dor to  the  king,  and  persuade  him  that  they 
had  done  him  no  wrong;  and  when  the  mul- 
titude heard  this,  they  returned  thanks  to  Jo- 
seph. So  he  went  down  from  the  temple, 
and  treated  Ptolemy's  ambassador  in  an  hos- 
pitable manner.  He  also  presented  him  with 
rich  gifts,  and  feasted  him  magniliceiitly  for 
many  days,  and  then  sent  him  to  the  king 
before  him,  and  told  him  tlia'  he  would  soon 
follow  him;  for  he  was  now  more  willing  to 
go  to  the  king,  by  tlie  eii.-ouragenient  of  the 
ambassador,  who  earnestly  persuaded  him  to 
ronie  into  Egypt,  and  pronnsed  hnn  that  he 
would  take  care  that  be  should  obtain  every 
thing  that  he  desired  of  Ptolemy;  for  he  was 
highly  pleased  with  his  frank  and  liberal 
temper,  and  with  the  gravity  of  his  deport- 
ment. 

3.  When  Ptolemy's  ambassador  was  come 
into  Egypt,  he  told  the  king  of  the  thought- 
less temper  of  Onias;  and  informed  him  of 
the  goodness  of  the  disposition  of  Joseph; 
and  that  he  was  coming  to  him,  to  excuse  the 
multitude,  as  not  having  done  him  any  harm, 
for  that  he  was  their  patron.  In  short,  he 
was  so  very  large  in  his  encomiums  upon  the 


man,  the  king  was  so  delighted,  that  he  began 
already,  as  though  he  had  had  long  experience 
of  him,  to  have  a  still  greater  affection  for 
him,  insomuch  that  he  baile  him  take  his  diet 
in  the  king's  palace,  and  be  a  guest  at  bis  own  ■ 
table  every  day;  but  when  the  king  was  come 
to  Alexandria,  the  principal  men  of  Syria  saw 
him  sitting  with  the  king,  and  were  much  ui- 
fended  at  it. 

4.  And  when  the  day  came  on  which  the 
king  was  to  let  the  taxes  of  the  cities  to  farm, 
and  those  that  were  the  principal  men  of  dig- 
nity in  their  several  countries  were  to  bid  lor 
them,  the  sum  of  the  taxes  together,  of  C'ele- 
syria  and  Phonicia,  anil  Judea,  with  Samaria 
[as  they  were  liiiliien  f.n],  came  to  eight  thou- 
sand talents,  ilereupon  Joseph  accused  the 
bidders,  as  having  agreed  together  to  Cbtimate 
the  value  of  the  taxes  at  too  low  a  rate;  and 
he  promised  tliat  he  would  himself  give  twice 
as  much  for  them;  but  for  those  who  did  not 
pay,  he  would  send  the  king  borne  their  whole 
substance;  ior  this  privilege  was  sold  toge-; 
ther  with  the  taxes  themselves.  The  kine> 
was  pleased  to  hear  that  otter;  and,  because 
it  augmented  his  revenu'-s,  be  said  he  would 
conbrui  the  sale  of  the  taxes  to  hiiu ;  but  when 
he  a.-.ked  him  this  question,  whether  he  bad. 

y  sureties  that  would  be  bound  for  the  pay- 


young  man,  that  he  disposed  both  the  kmg  ment  of  the  money,  he  answered  very  plea- 
Lid  his  wife  Cleopatra  to  have  a  kindness  for  santly,  "  1  will  give  such  security,  and  those 
him  before  he  came.      So  Joseph  sent  to  his  !  of  pcr.-ons  good  and   respo.isib  e,  and  which 


friends  at  Samaria,  and  borrowed  money  of 
them;  and  got  ready  what  was  necessary  for 
his  journey,  garments  and  cups,  and  beasts 
for  burden,  which  amounted  to  about  twenty 
thousand  drachmae,  and  went  to  Alexandria. 
Now  it  happened  that  at  this  time  all  the  piin- 
cipal  men  and  rulers  went  up  out  of  the  cities 
of  Syria  and  Phoenicia,  to  bid  for  their  taxes; 
for  every  year  the  king  sold  them  to  the  men 
of  the  greatest  power  in  every  city.     So  these 


you  shall  have  no  reason  to  distrust:"  and 
when  be  hade  him  name  them,  who  they  were,: 
he  replied,  "  1  give  thee  no  other  persons,  O 
king,  fur  my  sureties,  than  thyself,  and  this.: 
thy  wife;  and  you  shall  be  security  lor  both 
parlies."  So  Ptolemy  laughed  at  the  proposal, 
and  granted  him  the  farming  of  the  taxes  with- . 
out  any  sureties.  This  procedure  was  ai 
sore  grief  to  tliose  that  came  iVom  the  cities 
nto  Egypt,  who  were  utterly  disappointed; 


men  saw  Joseph  journeying  on  the  way,  and    and   they   retunied  every  one   to   their  own 
laughed  at  him  for  his  poverty  and  meanness;  |  country  with 
but  when  he  came  to  Alexandria,  and  heard        '">     l«"f  •'••■' 
that  king  Ptolemy  was  at  Memphis,  he  went 
up  thither  to  meet  with  him;  which  happened 
as  the  king  was  sitting  in  his  chariot,  with  his 
wife,  and  with  his  friend  Athenion,  who  was 
the  very  person  who  had  been  ambassador  at  Je- 
rusalem, and  had  been  entertained  by  Joseph. 
As  soon  therefore  as  Athenion  saw  him,  he 
presently  made  him  known  to  the  king,  how 
good    and   generous    a   young    man    he    was. 
,■  saluted  him  first,  and  desired  him 


So  Ptolemy  ; 
to  come  up  into  his  chariot;  and  as  Joseph 
sat  there,  he  began  to  complain  of  the  ma- 
pagement  of  Onias;  to  which  he  answered, 
"Forgive  him  on  account  of  his  age;  for 
thou  canst  not  certainly  be  unacquainted  with 
this,  that  old  men  and  infants  have  their  minds 
exactly  alike;  but  thou  sbalt  have  from  us, 
who  are  young  men,  every  thing  thou  desirest, 
and  shalt  have  no  cause  to  complain."  With 
this  good  humour  and  pleasantry  of  the  young 


hame. 
IJut  Joseph  took  with  him  two  thousand 
foot-soldiers  from  the  king,  for  he  desired  he 
might  have  some  assistance,  in  order  to  force 
such  as  were  refractory  in  the  cities  to  pay.^ 
And  borrowing  of  the  king's  friends  at  Alex-! 
amiria  five  hundred  talents,  he  made  haste- 
back  into  Syria.  And  when  he  was  at  Askelon. 
and  demanded  the  taxes  of  the  peopled  A^ke. 
Ion,  they  refused  to  pay  any  thing,  and 
alfronted  him  also:  upon  which  he  seized 
upon  about  twenty  of  the  principal  men,  and 
slew  them,  and  gathered  what  they  had  toge- 
ther, and  sent  it  all  to  the  king;  and  informed 
him  what  he  had  done.  Ptolemy  admired  the 
prudent  conduct  of  the  man,  and  commended 
him  for  what  he  had  done;  and  gave  him 
leave  to  do  as  he  pleased.  When  the  Syrians 
heard  of  this,  they  were  astonished;  and  bay- 
ing  before  them  a  sad  example  in  the  men  of 
.\skelun  that  were  slain,  they  opened  their 
gates,  and  willingly  admitted  Joseph,  and  paid 
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their  taxes.  And  when  the  inhabitants  of  Scy- 
thopolis  attempted  to  affront  him,  and  would 
not  pay  him  those  taxes  which  they  formerly 
used  to  pay,  without  disputing  about  them,  he 
slew  also  the  principal  men  of  that  city,  and 
sent  their  effects  to  the  king.  By  this  means 
he  ^'athered  great  wealth  together,  and  made 
vast  gains  by  this  farming  of  the  taxes;  and 
he  made  use  of  what  estate  he  had  thus  gotten, 
ill  order  to  support  his  authority,  as  thinking 
it  a  piece  of  prudence  to  keep  what  had  been 
the  occasion  and  foundation  of  his  present 
good  fortune;  and  this  he  did  by  the  assist- 
ance of  what  he  was  already  possessed  of,  for 
he  privately  sent  many  presents  to  the  king, 
and  to  Cleopatra,  and  to  their  friends,  and  to 
all  that  were  powerful  about  the  court,  and 
thereby  purchased  their  good-will  to  himself. 
6.  This  good  fortune  he  enjoyed  for  twen- 
ty-two years;  and  was  become  the  father  of 
seven  sons  by  one  wife;  he  had  also  another 
s-ofi,  who<;e  name  was  Hyrcanus,  by  his  bro- 
ther Solymius's  dau;jhter,  whom  he  married 
on  the  following  occasion.  He  once  came 
to  Alexandria  with  his  brother,  who  had  along 
with  him  a  daughter  already  marriageable,  in 
order  to  give  her  in  wedlock  to  some  of  the 
Jews  of  chief  dignity  there.  lie  then  supped 
with  the  king,  and  falling  in  love  with  an  ac- 
tress that  was  of  great  beauty,  and  came  into 
the  room  where  they  feasted,  he  told  his  bro- 
ther of  it,  and  entreated  him,  because  a  Jew 
iS  forbidden  by  their  law  to  come  near  -to  a 
foreigner,  to  conceal  his  offence,  and  to  be 
Kind  and  subservient  to  him,  and  to  give  him 
on  opportunity  of  fulfilling  his  desires.  Upon 
which  his  brother  willingly  entertained  the 
proposal  of  serving  him,  and  adorned  his  own 
daughter,  and  brought  her  to  him  by  night, 
and  put  her  into  his  bed.  And  Joseph  being 
disordered  with  drink,  knew  not  who  she  was, 
and  so  lay  with  his  brother's  daughter;  and 
this  did  he  many  times,  and  loved  her  ex- 
ceedingly; and  said  to  his  brother,  that  he 
\oved  this  actress  so  well,  that  he  should  run 
the  hazard  of  his  life  [if  he  must  part  with 
her],  and  yet  probably  the  king  would  not 
give  him  leave  [to  take  her  with  him].  But 
ins  brother  bade  him  be  in  no  concern  about 
that  matter,  and  told  him  he  might  enjoy  her 
whom  he  loved  without  any  danger,  and 
ni'ght  have  her  for  his  wife;    and  opened  the 

ruth  of  the  matter  to  him,  and  assured  him 
that  he  chose  rather  to  huve  his  own  daughter 
abused,  than  to  overlook  him,  and  see  him 
come  to  [public]  disgrace.  So  Joseph  com- 
mended him  for  this  his  brotherly  love,  and 
married  his  daughttr;  and  by  her  begat  a  son 
whose  name  was  Hyrcanus,  as  we  said  before. 

And  when  this  his  youngest  son  showed,  at 
thirteen  years  old.  a  mind  that  was  both  cou- 
nureous  and  wise,  and  was  greatly  envied  by 
his  brethren,  as  being  of  a  geniu<  much  above 

them,  and  such  a  one  a>  they  nii;.'bt  well  onv\, 
Joi>eph  had  once  a  mind  to  know   which  uf 


his  sons  had  the  best  disposition  to  virfnc;' 
and  when  he  sent  them  severally  to  those  that 
had  then  the  best  reputation  for  instructing 
youth,  the  rest  of  his  children,  by  reason  ol 
their  sloth,  and  unwillingness  to  take  pain?, 
returned  to  him  foolish  and  unlearned.  Af- 
ter them  he  sent  out  the  youngest,  Hyrcanus, 
and  gave  him  three  hundred  yoke  of  oxen, 
and  bid  him  go  two  days'  journey  into  the 
\vilderness,  and  sow  the  land  there,  and  vet 
kept  back  privately  the  yokes  of  the  oxen  that 
coupled  them  together.  %Vhen  Hyrcaims, 
came  to  the  place,  and  found  he  had  no  yoke* 
with  him,  he  contemned  the  drivers  of  the 
oxen,  who  advised  him  to  send  some  to  his 
father,  to  bring  them  some  yokes;  but  he 
thinking  that  he  ought  not  to  lose  his  time 
while  they  should  be  sent  to  bring  him  the 
yokes,  he  invented  a  kind  of  stratagem,  nnd 
what  suited  an  age  elder  than  his  o^ti;  for 
he  slew  ten  yoke  of  the  oxen,  and  distributed 
their  flesh  among  the  labourers,  and  cut  their 
hides  into  several  pieces,  and  made  him  yoke?, 
and  yoked  the  oxen  together  with  them;  by 
which  means  he  sowed  as  much  land  as  his 
father  had  appointed  him  to  sow,  and  returned 
to  him.  And  when  he  was  come  back,  his 
father  was  mightily  pleased  with  his  sagacity, 
and  commended  the  sharpness  of  his  under- 
standing, and  his  boldness  in  what  he  did. 
And  he  still  loved  him  the  more,  as  if  be 
were  his  only  genuine  son,  while  hia  brethren 
were  much  troubled  at  it. 

7-  But  when  one  told  him  that  Ptolemy 
had  a  son  just  born,  and  that  all  the  principal 
men  of  Syria,  and  the  other  countries  subject 
to  him,  were  to  keep  a  festival  on  account  of 
the  child's  birth-day,  and  went  away  in  haste 
with  great  retinues  to  Alexandria,  he  was  him* 
self  indeed  hindered  from  going  by  old  age; 
but  he  made  trial  of  his  sons,  whether  any 
of  them  would  be  willing  to  go  to  the  king. 
And  when  the  elder  sons  excused  themselves 
from  going,  and  said  they  were  not  courtiers 
good  enough  for  such  conversation,  and  ad- 
vised him  to  send  their  brother  Hyrcanus,  he 
gladly  hearkened  to  that  advice,  and  called 
Hyrcanus,  and  asked  him,  whether  he  would 
go  to  the  king;  and  whether  it  was  agreeable 
to  him  to  go  or  not.  And  upon  his  promise 
that  he  would  go,  and  his  saying  that  he 
should  not  want  much  money  for  his  journey, 
because  he  would  live  moderately,  and  that 
ten  thousand  drachmae  would  be  sufficient,  he 
was  pleased  \nth  his  son's  prudence.  After 
a  little  while,  the  son  advised  hi"?  father  not 
to  send  his  presents  to  the  king  from  thence, 
but  to  give  him  a  letter  to  his  steward  at 
Alexandria,  that  he  might  furnish  bim  with 
money,  for  purchasing  what  should  be  most 
L'vcellettt  and  most  preciou«.  So  he  thinking 
lliat  the  expense  often  talents  would  be  enough 
l<»r  pre-^ents  to  be  tniide  to  the  king.  ;uid  com- 
nn-ndiii^'-  hi<  son,  a-t  ?;iving  I.iui  '-rod  advice, 
I  wrote  to  Arion  his  steward,  ibat  uidiiaged  all 
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his  money  matters  at  Aleitandria;  which  mo- 
iiey  was  not  less  than  three  thousand  talents 
On  his  account,  for  Joseph  sent  the  money  he 
received  in  Syria  to  Alexandria.  And  when 
the  day  appointed  for  the  payment  of  the 
t:ixes  to  the  kins'  canie,  he  wrote  to  Arion  to 
pay  them.  So  when  the  son  had  asked  his 
tather  for  a  letter  to  this  steward,  and  had  re- 
ceived it,  he  made  liaste  to  Alexandria.  And 
when  he  was  gone,  his  brethren  wrote  to  all  the 
king's  friends,  that  they  shoidd  destroy  him. 

8.  l}ut  when  he  was  coHie  to  Alexandria, 
he  delivered  his  letter  to  Arion,  who  asked 
him  how  many  talents  he  would  have  (hojiinp 
he  would  ask  for  no  more  than  ten,  or  a  httle 
more);  he  said,  he  wanted  a  thousand  ta- 
lents. At  which  the  steward  was  angry,  and 
rclniked  him,  as  one  that  intended  to  live  ex- 
travapuntly;  and  he  let  him  know  how  his  fa- 
ther had  gathered  together  his  estate  by  pains- 
taking and  resisting  his  inclinations,  and 
wished  him  to  imitate  the  example  of  his  fa- 
ther: he  assured  him  «nthal,  that  he  would 
give  him  but  ten  talents,  and  that  for  a  pre- 
sent to  the  king  also.  '  The  son  was  irritated 
»t  this,  and  threw  Arion  into  prison.  But 
wheji  Arion's  wife  had  informed  Cleopatra  of 
this,  with  her  entreaty,  that  slie  would  rel>uke 
the  child  for  what  he  had  done  (for  Arion  was 
in  great  esteem  with  her),  Cleopatra  informed 
the  king  of  it.  And  Ptolemy  sent  for  Hyr- 
canus,  and  told  him  that  he  wondered,  wiien 
he  was  sent  to  him  by  his  father,  that  he  had 
not  yet  come  into  his  presence,  but  had  laid 
the  steward  in  prison.  And  he  gave  order, 
theretbre,  that  he  should  come  to  him,  and 
give  an  account  of  the  reason  of  what  he  had 
done.  Ajid  they  report,  that  the  answer  he 
made  to  the  king's  messenger  was  this:  That 
"there  was  a  law  of  his  that  forbade  a  chihl 
that  was  born  to  taste  of  the  sacritiee,  before 
he  had  been  at  the  temple  and  sacrificed  to 
God.  According  to  which  way  of  rea-soning, 
he  did  not  himself  come  to  him  in  expectation 
ot  the  present  he  was  to  make  to  him,  as  to 
one  who  had  been  his  lather's  benefactor;  and 
that  he  had  punished  the  slave  for  disobeying 
his  commands,  for  that  it  mattered  not  whe- 
ther a  master  was  little  or  great:  so  that  un- 
less we  punish  such  as  these,  thou  thyself 
mayest  also  expect  to  be  despised  by  thy  sub- 
jects." Upon  hearing  this  his  answer,  he  fell 
a-hiughing,  and  wondered  at  the  great  soul 
of  the  child. 

9.  When  Arion  was  apprised  that  this  was 
the  king's  disposition,  and  that  he  had  no  way 
to  help  himself,  he  gave  the  child  a  thousand 
talents,  and  w.is  let  out  of  prison.  So  after 
three  days  were  ovtr,  Hyrcanus  came  and 
8iilut«d  the  king  unrl  queen.  They  saw  him 
with  pleasure,  and  feasted  him  in  an  obhging 
n.anncr,  out  of  the  respect  they  bare  to  his 
f  ither.  So  he  came  to  the  merchants  privately, 
mid  bought  a  hundred  hoys,  that  had  learning, 
(ul  were  in  the  floner  oi   tucir  a^es,  eaeii  at 


a  talent  a-piece;  as  also  he  bought  a  hundred 
maidens,  each  at  the  same  price  as  the  other. 
And  when  he  was  invited  to  feast  with  the 
iing  among  the  principal  men  of  the  country, 
he  sat  down  the  lowest  of  them  all,  because 
he  was  little  regarded,  as  a  child  in  age  still; 
and   this  by  those  who  placed  every  one  ac- 
cording to  their  dignity.    Now  when  all  those 
that  sat  with  him  had  laid  the  bones  of  the 
several  parts  in  a  heap  before  Hyrcanus  (for 
tliey  had  themselves  taken  away  the  flesh  be- 
lom;ing  tc  them),  till  the  tablewiiere  he  satwas 
tilled  full  with  them, Trypho,  who  was  the  king's 
jester,  and  was  appointed  for  jokes  and  laugh- 
ter at  festivals,  was  now  asked  by  the  guests 
that  sat  at  the  table  [to  expose  him  to  laughter]. 
So  he  stood  by  the  king,  afid  said,  "  Dost  thou 
not  see,  my  lord,  the  bones  that  lie  by  Hyr- 
canus?   by  this  similitude  thou  raayest  con- 
jecture that  his  father  made  all  Syria  as  bare 
as  he  hath  made  these  hones."     And  the  king 
laughing  at  what  Trypho  said,  and  asking  of 
Hyrcamis,    How  he  came   to  have  so  many 
bones  before  him?    he  replied,  "  Very  right- 
fully, my  lord ;  for  they  are  dogs  that  eat  the 
flesh  and  the  bones  together,as  these  thy  guests 
have  done  (looking  in  the  mean  time  at  those 
guests),  for  there  is  nothing  before  theraj  but 
they  are  men  that  eat  the  tiesh,  and  cast  away 
the  bones,  as  I,  who  am  also  a  man,  have  now 
done."     Upon  which  the  king  admired  at  his 
answer,  which  was  so  wisely  made;  and  bade 
them  all  make  an  acclamation,  as  a  mark  of 
their  approbation  of  his  jtst,  which  Wiis  truly  a 
facetious  one.      (Jn  the    next    day   Hyrcanus 
went  to  every  one  of  the  king's  friends,  and 
of  the  men  powerful   at   court,   and   saluted 
them;  but  still  inquired  of  the  servants  what 
present  they  would  make  the  king  on  his  son's 
birth-day;    and    when    soTne    said    that    they 
would  give  twelve  tidents,  and  that  others  of 
greater  dignity  would  every  one  give  accord- 
ing  to  the  quantity  of  their  riches,  he  pretend- 
ed to  every  one  of  them  to  be  grieved  that  he 
was  not  able  to  bring  so  large  a  present ;  for  th:it 
he  had  no  more  than  Hve  talents.     And  when 
the  servants  heard  what  he  said,  they  told  their 
masters;    and  they  rejoiced  in   the    prospect 
that  Joseph  would  be  disapproved,  and  would 
make  the  king  angry,  by  the  smallness  of  his 
present.    When  the  day  came,  the  others,  even 
those  that  brought  the  most,  offered  the  king 
not  above  twenty  talents;  but  Hyrcanus  gave 
to  every  one  of  the  hundred  boys  and  hundred 
maidens  that  he  had  bought  a  talent  a-piece, 
for  them  to  carry,  and  introduced  them,  the 
boys  to  the  king,  and  the  maidens  to  Cleo- 
patra: every  body  wondering  at  the  unexpect- 
ed  richness  of  the   presents,  even  the   king 
and   ciueen    themselves.     He    also    presented 
those  that  attended  about  the  king  with  gift! 
to  the  value  of  a  great   number  of  talents, 
tl.at  he  might  escape  the  danger  he  was  in 
from  tlwni;    tor  to  the>e  it  was  that  Hyrca- 
iius's  livetUrtn  tad  written  to  destroy  him. 
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Now  Ptolemy  admired  at  the  yoimi,'  man's 
Diagnaiiimity,  and  com[imn<led  him  to  :i.-.k 
what  gift  he  pleased.  But  he  desired  noihini; 
else  to  be  done  for  him  by  the  king  than  to 
write  to  his  father  and  bretliren  about  bun. 
So  when  the  king  had  paid  him  very  great  re- 
spects, and  had  given  him  very  large  gifts,  and 
had  written  to  his  father  and  his  brethren,  and 
all  his  lommanders  and  otiicers,  about  him,  he 
sent  hira  away.  But  when  his  brethren  heard 
that  Hyminus  had  received  such  favours  from 
the  king,  and  was  returning  home  with  great 
honour,  they  went  out  to  meet  him,  and  to 
destroy  biui,  and  that  with  the  privity  of  their 
father:  for  he  was  angry  at  him  for  the  [large] 
sum  of  money  that  he  bestowed  for  presents, 
and  so  had  no  concern  for  his  preservation. 
However,  Joseph  concealed  the  anger  he  had 
at  his  son,  out  of  fear  of  the  king.  And 
when  Hyrcaiius's  brethren  came  to  fight  him, 
be  slew  many  others  of  those  that  were  with 
them,  as  also  two  of  his  brethren  themselves; 
but  the  rest  of  them  escaped  to  Jerusalem  to 
their  father.  But  when  Uyrcanus  fame  to 
the  city,  where  nobody  would  receive  him,  be 
was  at'raid  for  himself,  and  retired  beyond 
the  river  Jordan,  and  there  abode;  but  oblig- 
ing the  Barbarians  to  pay  their  taxes. 

10.  At  this  time  Seleucus,  who  was  called 
Soter,  reigned  over  Asia,  being  the  son  of 
Antiochus  the  Great.  And  [now]  Hyrca- 
nus's  father,  Joseph,  died.  He  was  a  good 
man,  and  of  great  niagnaniniity ;  aiid  brought 
the  Jews  out  of  a  state  of  poveJty  and  mean- 
ness, to  >^i.e  that  was  more  splendid.  He 
retained  the  farm  of  the  taxes  of  Syria,  and 
Pha'nicia,  and  Samaria,  twenty-two  yiars. 
His  uncle  also,  Onias,  dted  [about  this  tiitie], 
and  left  the  high-priesthood  to  his  son  Smioii. 
And  when  he  was  dead,  Onias  his  son  suc- 
ceeded bim  in  that  dignity.  To  him  it  was 
that  Areus,  king  of  the  Lacedemonians,  sent 
an  emba-sage,  with  an  epistle;  the  copy 
whereof  here  follows:  — 

"  AKEDS,  KING  OF  THE  LACi;DEMONIASS,  TO 
ONIAS,  SENDETH  GilEETlNG. 

"  We  have  met  mth  a  certain  writing, 
whereoy  we  have  discovered  that  both  tlie 
Jews  and  the  Lacedemonians  are  of  one  stock, 
and  are  derived  from  the  kindred  of  Abra- 
ham.' it  is  but  just,  therefore,  that  you, 
who  are  our  brethren,  should  send  to  us  about 

•  Ulience  it  comes  tbat  lhes«  l.aredemonian«  declare 
U»enis«l\es  here  to  be  of  kin  to  llie  Jews,  .th  d^rived 
ln>m  Uie  same  ancestor.  Abr.ihani.  I  c.iniiol  tell.  unie.ss, 
as  Grotiu!*  supposes.  Ihey  were  derived  f-om  tile  llores. 
Itiat  came  of  Ihe  Pelasgi.  These  are.  by  Herodotus, 
utled  Uarbarians;  and  perhaps  u-eie  derived  from  tlie 
Syrian;,  and  Arabians,  the  ^losterily  u(  Abraham  by 
Kelurah.  See  Annq.  b  x;*.  ch.  K.  sect  2i;  and  Ol  the 
War.  h.  i,  cti-  xxvi.  sect  1:  and  (.rnt-  un  i  Mac  lii.  7 
We  may  f;irlher  nb^ierve.  Irom  the  Reco;;nitioiis  of  tlc- 
melit.  Inat  Klieaer.  of  Damascus,  the  servant  of  Abia. 
ham.  Cien.  xv.  ^.  and  xxiv.  was  of  old  by  sume  tal.en 
lor  his  son.  No  that  it  the  Laredemonians  were  sfirunj 
tool  liiin,  they  miglit  think  lueniseUe.s  lo  he  i>I  lie 
posteiiiy  of  Abraham,  as  well  as  Ibe   Jew&.  who  were 


any  of  yotir  concerns  as  you  please.  ^V'e  will 
also  do  the  same  thing,  and  esteem  your  con- 
cerns as  our  own,  and  will  look  upon  our 
coiu-erns  as  in  common  with  yours.  Demo- 
toies,  who  brings  you  this  letter,  will  bring 
your  answer  back  to  us.  This  letter  is  four. 
square;  and  the  seal  is  an  eagle,  with  a  dra- 
gon in  his  claws." 

11.  And  these  were  the  contents  of  the 
epistle  which  was  sent  from  the  king  of  the 
Lacedemonians.  But  upon  the  death  of  Jo- 
seph, the  people  grew  seditious,  on  accotitit 
of  his  sons;  for  whereas  the  elders  made  war 
against  Hyrcanus,  who  was  the  youngest  of 
Joseph's  sons,  the  multitude  was  divided,  but 
the  greater  part  joined  with  the  elders  in  this 
war;  as  ilid  Simon  the  high-priest,  by  reason 
lie  was  of  kin  to  them.  However,  Hyrcanus 
determined  not  to  return  to  Jerusalem  any 
more,  but  seated  himself  beyond  Jordan,  and 
was  at  perpetual  war  with  the  Arabians,  and 
slew  many  of  them,  and  took  many  of  them 
captives.  He  also  erected  a  strong  castle,  and 
built  it  entirely  of  white  stone  to  the  very 
roof,  and  had  animals  of  a  prodigious  magni- 
tude engraven  upon  it.  He  also  drew  round 
it  a  great  and  deep  canal  of  water.  He  also 
made  caves  of  niany  furlongs  in  length,  by 
hollowing  a  rock  that  was  over-against  him ; 
and  then  he  made  large  rooms  in  it,  some  lor 
feasting,  and  some  for  sleeping,  and  living  in. 
He  introduced  also  a  vast  quantity  of  waters 
which  ran  along  it,  and  which  were  very  de- 
lightful ami  ornamental  in  the  court.  But 
still  he  made  the  entrances  at  the  mouth  of 
the  caves  so  narrow,  that  no  more  than  one 
person  could  enter  by  them  at  once.  And 
the  reason  why  he  built  them  alter  ^at  man- 
ner was  a  good  one;  it  was  for  bis  own  pre- 
servation, lest  he  should  be  besieged  by  his 
brethren,  and  run  the  hazard  of  being  caught 
by  them.  Moreover,  he  built  courts  of  greater 
magnitude  than  ordinary,  which  he  adorned 
with  vastly  large  gardens.  And  when  he  had 
brought  the  place  to  this  state,  he  named  it 
Tyre.  This  place  is  between  Arabia  and  Ju- 
dea,  beyond  Jordan,  not  far  from  the  country 
of  Heshbon.  Anil  he  ruled  over  those  parts 
for  seven  years,  even  all  the  time  that  Seleu- 
cus was  king  of  Syria.  But  when  he  was 
(lead,  his  brother  Antiochus,  who  was  called 
Lpipbaiies,  took  the  kingdom.  Ptolemy  also, 
the  king  of  Egypt,  died,  who  was  besides 
called  Lpiphaiies.  He  left  two  sons,  and 
both  young  in  age;  the  elder  of  whom  was 
called  Philometer,  and  the  younger  Physcon. 
As  tor  Uyrcanus,  when  he  saw  that  Antiochus 

sprung  from  Is.iac.  And  perhaps  thus  Eliezer  of  Dama*. 
cus  IS  that  very  Damascus  whom  Trogus  Pompeiiis.  as 
ahndqed  by  Ju.stin,  makes  ir.e  founder  of  Ihe  Jewish 
nation  itself,  ttiouuh  he  aflerwards  blunders  and  niakea 
Azelus,  Adores.  Abraham,  and  Israel,  kings  of  Judea, 
and  successors  to  this  IJamaseiis.  It  ma>  not  be  impro. 
per  to  observe  tarlhir.  that  Mofea  Chi.renensis,  in  bit 
lit.^lory  ot  the  ArmeiiiaDs.  mlonns  us,  that  the  oalion 
•  >l  tlie  Parlhiuns  was  also  derived  from  Abraham,  by 
i  hei.irah,  and  her  childreu.  - 
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had  a  great  army,  and  feared  lest  he  should 
he  eaught  by  him,  and  brought  to  punishment 
for  what  he  had  done  to  the  Arabians,  he 
ended  his  life,  and  slew  himself  with  his  omi 
hand;  while  Antiochus  seized  upon  all  his 
aubstance. 


CHAPTER  V. 

now,  UPON  THE  QHABRELS  OF  THE  JEWS  ONE 
AGAINST  ANOTHER  ABOUT  THE  HIGIi-PRlEST- 
HOOD,  ANTIOCHUS  MADE  AN  EXPEDITION 
AGAINST  JERUSALEM,  TOOK  THE  CITY,  AND 
PILLAGED  THE  TEMPLE,  AND  DISTRESSED 
THE  JEWS:  AS  ALSO,  HOW  MANY  OF  THE 
JEWS  FORSOOK  THE  LAWS  OF  THEIK  COUN- 
TRY; AND  HOW  THE  SAMARITANS  FOLLOW- 
ED THE  CUSTOMS  OF  THE  GREEKS,  AND 
NAMED  THEIR  TEMPLE  AT  MOUNT  GERIZ- 
ZIM,  THE  TEMPLE  OF  JUPITER  HELLENIUS. 

§  1.  About  this  time,  upon  the  death  of 
Onias  the  high -priest,  they  gave  the  high- 
priesthood  to  Jesus  his  brother;  for  that  son 
which  Onias  left  [or  Onias  IV.]  was  yet  but 
an  infant :  and,  in  its  proper  place,  we  will 
inform  the  reader  of  all  the  cireumstances  that 
befell  this  child.  But  this  Jesus,  who  was  the 
brother  of  Onias,  was  deprived  of  the  high- 
priesthood  by  the  king,  who  was  angry  with 
him,  and  gave  it  to  his  younger  brother,  whose 
name  also  was  Onias;  for  Simon  had  these 
three  sons,  to  each  of  whom  the  priesthood 
came,  as  we  have  already  informed  the  rea- 
der.* This  Jesus  changed  his  name  to  Ja- 
eoii;  but  Onias  was  called  Menelaus.  Now, 
as  the  former  high-priest,  Jesus,  raised  a  se- 
dition against  Menelaus,  who  was  ordained 
after  him,  the  multitude  were  divided  between 
them  both.  And  the  sons  of  Tobias  took  the 
part  of  Menelaus,  but  the  greater  part  of  the 
people  assisted  Jason:  and  by  that  means 
Menelaus  and  the  sons  of  Tobias  were  dis- 
tressed, and  retired  to  Antiochus,  and  informed 
him,  that  they  were  desirous  to  leave  the 
laws  of  their  country,  and  the  Jewish  way  of 
living  according  to  them,  and  to  follow  the 
king's  laws,   and  the  Grecian  way  of  living; 

•  We  have  hitherto  bad  hat  a  Tew  of  those  many 
cititioiis  where  JusephiM  nays  that  he  had  elsewhere  fiir- 
merly  treated  of  many  things  of  which  yet  his  present 
hu'Wi.  liave  not  a  syllable.  Our  commrntators  have 
hitherto  bee  I  able  to  give  no  tolerable  account  of  the^e 
citatiuns.  which  are  far  too  numerous,  and  that  usually 
ID  all  bia  copies  both  (ireelc  and  I.alin.  to  be  supposed 
later  intsrpulations;  which  is  almost  all  that  has  been 
hitlierto  said  upon  ths  occasion.  What  I  have  to  say 
farther  is  this,  that  we  have  but  very  few  of  these  re- 
ferences t/e/ori,  and  Vrry  many  m  and  a/7er  the  history  ' 
rf  ^  iiti.jchus  l^piplianesi  and  ttiat  Joseplius's  tirst  book, 
the  Hebrew  or  Chaldee.  as  well  as  the  Greek  History  ol 
tr.e  Jewish  War.  looe  since  lost,  began  with  that  very 
hislorj.  50  that  tlie  ref."rences  are  most  |inibably  made 
to  that  edition  of  tiie  seven  biKiLs  Of  the  Uar.  See 
KTrral  other  exani|tles.  besiies  tliitse,  in  the  two  sec- 
lluiis  Itelore  us.  in  Antiq.  b.  xiii.  ch.  ii.  sect,  I.  4;  and 
Cb.  1/  secL6.8;  ch.  V,  sect.  ("».  II;  ch.  viii.  secL  4;  and 
tb.  siil    SCSI    ,.  ^,  juil  Aoiif).  b.  xviii.  clt.ii.secU  dk 


wherefore  they  desired  his  permission  to  build 
them  a  Gymnasium  at  Jerusalem,  f  And 
when  he  had  giycn  them  leave,  they  also  hid 
the  circgmcision  of  their  genitals,  that  even 
when  they  were  naked  they  might  appear  to 
be  Greeks.  Accordingly,  they  left  otf  all  the 
customs  that  belonged  to  their  own  country, 
and  imitated  the  practices  of  the  other  nations. 
9.  Now  Antiochus,  upon  the  agreeable 
situation  of  the  affairs  of  his  kingdom,  re- 
solved to  make  an  expedition  against  Egypt, 
both  because  he  had  a  desire  to  gain  it,  and 
because  he  contemned  the  son  of  Ptolemy,  as 
now  weak,  and  not  yet  of  abilities  to  manage 
affairs  of  such  consequence;  so  he  came  with 
great  forces  to  Pelusiuni,  and  circumvented 
iPtolemy  Pbiloinetor  by  treachery,  and  seized 
upon  Egypt.  He  then  came  to  the  places 
about  Memphis ;  and  when  he  had  taken 
them,  he  made  haste  to  Alexandria,  in  hopes 
of  taking  it  by  siege,  and  of  subduing  Ptole- 
my, who  reigned  there.  But  he  was  driven 
not  only  from  Alexandria,  but  out  of  all 
Egypt,  by  the  declaration  of  the  Romans, 
who  charged  him  to  let  that  country  alune. 
Accordingly,  as  I  have  elsewhere  formerly 
declared,  1  will  now  give  a  particidar  account 
of  what  concerns  this  king, — how  he  subdued 
Judea  and  the  temple;  for  in  my  former  work 
I  mentioned  those  things  very  brieliy,  and 
have  therefore  now  thouglit  it  necessary  to 
go  over  that  history  again,  and  that  with  great 
accuracy. 

3.  K  ing  Antiochus  returning  out  of  Egypt,t 
for  fe«f  of  the  Romans,  made  an  X|.e(Jition 
against  the  city  Jerusalem ;  and  when  he  was 
there,  in  the  hundred  and  forty-third  year  of 
the  kingdom  of  the  Seleucid^,  he  took  the 
city  witliout  fighting,  those  of  his  own  party 
opening  the  gates  to  him.  And  when  he  had 
gotten  possession  of  Jerusalem,  he  slew  many 
of  the  opposite  party;  and  when  he  had  pluii. 
dered  it  of  a  great  deal  of  money,  he  returned 
to  Antioch. 

4.  Now  it  came  to  pass,  after  two  years, 
in  the  hundred  and  forty-fifth  year,  on  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  that  month  which  is  by  us 
called  Chasleu,  and  by  the  Macedoniaim  Ap. 
peleus,  in  the  hundred  and  fifty-third  ji,m- 
piad,  that  the  king  came  up  to  Jerusale:ii, 
and,   pretending  peace,   he  got  possession  of 


+  This  word,  '*  Gyrana-siura,"  properly  denotes  a 
place  where  the  exercises  were  performed  tiakedj  which, 
because  it  would  naturally  disUnguish  rircnmnsed  Jews 
from  unrircumcised  Gentiles,  ttit-se  Jewish  apostates 
endeavoured  to  appear  uncircumcised.  by  means  of  a 
chirurgical  operation,  hinted  at  by  St  Paul.  I  Cor.  Tit. 
IH.  and  descnhed  by  Celsus,  b.  Tii.  ch.  sxv.  as  Dr.  Hud, 
son  here  informs  us. 

i  Hereabout  Josephus  begins  to  follow  the  first  boo 
of  the  Maccabees,  a  most  excellent  and  mo^t  authentic 
history;  and,  accordingly,  it  is  here  with  Eieat  hdelity 
and  exactness  abridged  by  him;  between  wlmse  present 
cupres  thrre  seem  to  be  fewer  variations  llian  in  any  other 
s.icred  Hebrew  book  of  the  I  Hit  Tirstaiiiei  t  whatever 
llor  this  book  also  was  originally  written  in  HehrewL 
A'Mch  i-  very  nalural.  because  il  was  v^ril  en  so  roucD 
iiraier  to  the  time  ot  Josephus  than  the  rest  were. 
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the  dty  by  treachery:  at  which  time  he  spared 
not  so  much  as  those  that  admittetl  him 
into  it,  on  account  of  the  riclios  that  lay  in 
the  temple;  but,  ltd  by  his  covetous  inclina- 
tion (for  he  saw  there  was  in  it  a  g^reat  deal 
of  gold,  and  many  ornaments  that  had  been 
dedicated  to  it  of  very  great  value),  and  in 
order  to  plunder  its  wealth,  he  ventured  to 
break  the  league  he  had  made.  So  he  left 
the  temple  bare,  and  took  away  the  golden 
candlesticks,  and  the  golden  altar  [^ut  incense], 
and  table  [of  shcw-bread],  and  the  altar  [of 
burnt-offering] ;  and  did  not  ab>(ain  from 
even  the  veils,  which  were  made  of  line  linen 
and  scarlet.  He  also  emptied  it  of  its  secret 
treasures,  and  left  nothing  at  all  remaining; 
and  by  this  means  cast  the  Jews  into  great 
lamentation,  for  he  forbade  them  to  oifer 
those  daily  sacrifices  which  they  used  to  offer 
to  God,  according  to  the  law.  And  when 
he  bad  pillaged  the  whole  city,  some  of  the 
inhabitants  he  slew,  and  some  he  carried  cap- 
tive, together  with  their  wives  and  children, 
so  that  the  multitude  of  those  captives  that 
were  taken  alive  amounted  to  about  ten  thou- 
sand. He  also  burnt  down  the  tinest  build- 
ings; and  when  he  had  overthrown  the  city 
kvalls,  be  built  a  citadel  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  city,'  for  the  place  was  high,  and  over- 
looked the  temple,  on  which  account  he  for- 
titied  it  with  high  walls  and  towers,  and  put 
into  it  a  garrison  of  Macedonians.  How- 
ever, in  that  citadel  dwelt  the  impious  and 
wicked  part  of  the  [Jewish]  multitude,  from 
whom  it  proved  that  the  citizens  suffered 
many  and  sore  calamities.  And  when  the 
king  had  built  an  idol  altar  upon  God's  altar, 
be  slew  swine  upon  it,  and  so  otfered  a  sacri- 
fice neither  according  to  the  law,  nor  the 
Jewish  religious  worship  in  that  country.  He 
also  compelled  them  to  forsake  the  worship 
which  they  paid  their  own  God,  and  to  adore 
those  whom  he  took  to  be  gtxis;  and  made 
them  build  tc-inplcs,  and  raise  idol  altars,  in 
every  city  and  village,  and  offer  swine  upon 
them  every  day.  He  also  commanded  them 
not  to  circumcise  their  sons,  and  threatened 
to  punish  any  that  should  be  found  to  have 
trunsgressed  bis  injunction.  He  also  ap- 
pointed overseers,  who  should  compel  them 
to  do  what  he  commanded.  And  indeed 
many  Jews  there  were  who  complied  with  the 
king's  commands,  either  voluntarily,  or  out 
of  fear  of  the  penalty  that  was  denounced: 
but  the  best  men,  and  those  of  the  noblest 

•  This  citadel,  of  which  we  have  s'jch  frequent  men- 
tion  ID  tbe  loUo«ing  history,  both  in  tiie  Maccabees  and 
iosepbus,  se«ms  to  haw  bfeo  a  castle  buiU  on  a  lull, 
lower  than  Mount  Ztun,  though  upon  its  sl^irts.  ami 
higher  than  .Mount  Moriah,  hut  between  tliem  both; 
vhicb  bill  tbe  eoemies  ot  the  Jews  now  eot  po<!Session 
of  acd  binit  on  it  this  citadel,  and  tortitied  it,  till  a 
good  while  aftt-rwards  the  Jews  retrained  ii.  dcmulished 
it.  and  levelled  the  hill  itsell  witli  the  common  eround. 
that  their  enemies  mi^ht  no  more  rtrcover  it,  and  init;lit 
ibence  OTerlook.  tbe  teciple  itself,  and  do  tbem  such 
mischief  as  lhe$  bad  long  UDdergone  frum  lU  Aniitj- 
k  xiii.  cb.  Ti.  sect  G. 


souls,  did  not  regard  bim,  but  did  pay  a 
greater  respect  to  tbe  customs  of  their  coun* 
try  thait  concern  as  to  the  punishment  which  be 
threatened  to  the  disobedient ;  on  which 
account  they  every  day  underwent  great 
miseries  and  bitter  torments;  for  they  were 
whipped  with  rods,  ajid  their  bodies  were  torn 
to  pieces,  and  were  crucified  while  they  were 
stiU  alive  and  breathed:  they  also  strangled 
tho>e  women  and  their  sons  whom  they  had 
circumcised,  as  the  king  had  appointed,  hang* 
ing  their  sons  about  their  necks  as  they  were 
upon  the  crosses.  And  if  there  were  any 
sacred  book  of  the  law  found,  it  was  des- 
troyed; and  those  with  whom  they  were 
foimd,  miserably  perished  also. 

5.  When  tbe  Samaritans  saw  the  Jews  un- 
der these  sufferings,  they  no  longer  cont'essed 
that  they  were  of  their  kindred,  nor  that  the 
temple  on  Mount  Gerizzim  belonged  to  Al 
migity  God.  This  was  according  to  tbeii 
nature,  as  we  have  already  shown.  And  thej 
nuw  said  that  they  were  a  colony  of  Medei 
and  Persians:  and  indeed  they  were  a  colony 
of  theirs.  So  they  sent  ambassadors  to  An- 
tiuchus,  and  an  epistle,  whose  contents  are 
these:  —  *' To  king  Antiochus  tbe  god,  Epi- 
phanes,  a  memorial  from  the  Sidonians,  who 
live  at  Sbechem.  Our  forefathers,  upon  cer- 
tain frequent  plagues,  and  as  following  a  cer- 
tain ancient  superstition,  bad  a  custom  ol 
observing  that  day  which  by  the  Jews  is  called 
the  Sabbath. t  And  when  they  had  erected  a 
tentple  at  the  mountain  calle<l  Gerizzira» 
though  without  a  name,  they  offered  upon  it 
the  prop^T  sacrilices.  x»>'ow,  upon  the  just 
treatment  of  these  wicked  Jews,  those  that 
manage  their  affairs,  supposing  that  we  were 
of  kin  to  tbem,  and  practised  as  they  do,  make 
us  liable  to  the  same  accusations,  although 
we  are  originally  Sidonians,  as  is  evident 
iiotn  the  pubhc  records.  We  therefore  be- 
seech thee,  our  benefactor  and  saviour,  to 
yive  order  to  Apollonius,  the  governor  of  this 
part  of  the  country,  and  to  Nicanor,  the  pro- 
curator of  thy  affairs,  to  give  us  no  disturb- 
iince,  iior  to  lay  to  our  charge  what  the  Jews 
are  accused  for,  since  we  are  aliens  from 
their  nation,  and  from  their  customs;  but  let 
our  temple,  which  at  present  hath  no  name 
at  all,  be  immed  the  Temple  of  Jupiter  Hel- 
lenius.  If  this  were  once  done,  we  should 
be  no  longer  disturbed,  but  should  be  more 
intent  on  our  own  occupation  with  quietness, 
and  so  bring  in  a  greater  revenue  to  thee." 
When  the  Samaritans  had  petitioned  for  this, 
tiie  king  sent  tbem  back  the  following  an- 
swer in  an  epistle: — "  King  Antiochus  to 
Nicanor.  The  Sidoni  ins.  ivho  live  at  Sbe- 
chem, have  sent  me  the  memorial  indoaed. 


•f  This  alle|;3tinn  of  the  Samaritans  is  reinarkabltt, 
that  thou)>b  lbe>  were  Dot  Jenii,  )et  did  they,  frum  an* 
cieoi  times,  unserve  tbe  :*abbjlb^a).  and,  as  they  elce- 
whrre  pretend,  the  S*tkbatiC  Year  also.  Anttq.  Ik  A 
cU.  Tiii.  M^U  &  'A,'    ^*)*i*  -  *  -   -« 
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When,  therefore,  we  were  advising  with  our 
friends  about  it,  the  messengers  sent  by  them 
represented  to  us  that  they  are  no  way  con- 
cerned with  accusations  which  belong  to  the 
Jews,  but  choose  to  live  after  the  customs  of 
the  Greeks.  Accordingly,  we  declare  tbem 
free  from  such  accusations,  and  order  that, 
agreeable  to  their  petition,  their  temple  be 
named  the  Temple  of  Jupiter  Helienius." 
He  also  sent  the  like  epistle  to  Apollonius, 
the  governor  of  that  part  of  the  country,  in  the 
forty-sixth  year,  and  the  eighteenth  day  of  the 
uiuntb  Uecatonibeon. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

How,  UPON  ANTIOCHCS'S  PROHIBITION  TO 
THE  JEWS  TO  MAKE  USE  OF  THE  LAWS  OF 
THEIR  COUNTRY,  MATTATHIAS,  THE  SON 
OF  ASAMONEUS,  ALONE  DESPISED  THE  KING, 
AND  OVEUCAME  THE  GENERALS  OF  ANTl- 
OCHUS'S  ARMY:  AS  ALSO  CONCERNING  THE 
DEATH  OF  MATTATHIAS,  AND  THE  SUCCES- 
SION  or  JUDAS. 

§  1.  Now  at  this  time  there  was  one  whose 
name  was  Mattatbias,  who  dwelt  at  Modin, 
the  son  of  John,  the  son  of  Simeon,  the  son  ot 
Asanioneu^,  a  priest  of  the  order  of  Joarib, 
and  a  citizen  of  Jerusalem.  He  had  live 
sons;  John,  who  was  called  Gaddis,  and  Si- 
mon, who  was  called  Matthes,  and  Judas, 
who  was  called  Maccabeus,*  and  Eleazar, 
who  was  called  Auran,  and  Jonathan,  who 
was  called  Appbus.  Now  this  Mattaihias 
lamented  to  his  children  the  sad  state  of  their 
alfairs,  anil  tbe  ravage  made  in  the  city,  and 
the  plundering  of  the  temple,  and  the  cala- 
mities the  multitude  were  under;  and  he  told 
them  that  it  was  better  for  them  to  die  for 
the  laws  of  their  country,  than  to  live  so  in- 
glorioii^ly  as  tlicy  then  did, 

2.  liut  when  those  that  were  appointed  by 
the  king  were  come  to  ^lodin,  that  they  might 
compel  the  Jews  to  do  what  they  were  coni- 
mauded,  and  to  enjoin  those  that  were  there 
to  offer  sacrifice,  as  the  king  had  commanded, 
they  desired  that  Mattatbias,  a  person  of  the 
greatest  character  among  them,  both  on  other 
accounts,  and  particularly  on  account  of  such 
a  numerous  and  so  deserving  a  family  of  chil- 
dren, would  begin  the  sacrifice,  because  bis 
fellow-citizens  would  follow  his  example,  and 
occause    such  a  procedure   would  make   him 

•  That  this  appellalion  of  Maccabee  was  not  Tirst  of 
all  (^iven  to  Judas  Maf-cubeus,  nur  was  rierivej  from  aay 
initial  letlt-rs  of  thf  Hcltrrw  wonls  on  liis  banner,  "Mi 
KaiiiOAa  Be  Elim.  Jehovah  "  ("  W  ho  is  lite  unto  thf« 
aiiuine  ihe  ?ods.  (>  Jehovah.'")  Exud.  xv  II.  as  the 
modem  Rabbins  vainly  pretend,  see  Authent.  Rec.  part  i. 
p.  "AtS.  20.i-  Only  we  may  nide.  by  the  way.  thai  the 
original  name  ri)  these  iMuccahees,  and  their  posterity, 
was  Asamonf-an-i;  wliicli  was  derived  from  Asaiuon'US, 
tbr  «rt-at<j{rutidfdtbcr  of  Mattathiu*.  as  Josepbu&  here 
iorirtBS  Ub. 


honoured  by  the  king.  But  Mattatbias  said 
that  he  would  not  do  it;  and  that  if  all  the 
other  Dations  would  obey  the  commands  of 
Antiochus,  either  out  of  fear,  or  to  pleaso 
him,  yet  would  not  he  nor  his  sons  leave  the 
religious  worship  of  tlieir  country:  but  as 
soon  as  he  had  ended  bis  speech,  there  came 
one  of  the  Jews  into  the  midst  of  them,  and 
sacrificed  as  Antiochus  bad  commanded.  At 
which  Mattatbias  had  great  indignation,  and 
ran  upon  him  violently  with  bis  sons,  who  had 
swords  with  them,  and  slew  both  the  man 
himself  that  sacrificed,  and  Apelles  tbe  king's 
general,  who  compelled  tbem  to  sacrifice,  with 
a  few  of  his  soldiers.  He  also  overthrew  the 
idol  altar,  and  cried  out,  "  If,"  said  he,  '*  any 
one  be  zealous  for  tbe  laws  of  his  country, 
and  for  the  worship  of  God,  let  him  follow 
me;"  and  when  he  had  said  this,  be  made 
baste  into  tbe  desert  with  his  sons,  and  left 
all  his  substance  in  the  village.  Many  others 
did  the  same  also,  and  fled  with  their  ofaildren 
and  wives  into  the  desert,  and  dwelt  in  caves; 
but  when  the  king's  generals  heard  this,  they 
took  all  the  forces  they  then  had  in  tbe  cita- 
del at  Jerusalem,  and  pursued  the  Jews  into 
tbe  desert;  and  when  they  bad  overtaken 
them,  they  in  the  fir^t  place  endeavoured  to 
persuade  them  to  repent,  tnid  tq  ohoo^e  what 
was  most  for  their  advantage,  and  not  put 
them  to  the  necessity  of  using  them  according 
to  the  law  of  war;  but  when  they  would  not 
comply  with  their  persuasions,  but  continued 
to  be  of  a  different  mind,  they  fought  against 
them  on  the  Sabbath-day,  and  they  burnt  them 
as  they  were  in  the  caves,  without  resistance, 
and  without  so  much  as  stopping  up  the  en- 
trances of  the  caves.  And  they  avoided  to 
defend  themselves  on  that  day,  because  they 
were  not  willing  to  break  in  upon  tbe  honour 
they  owed  the  Sabbath,  even  in  such  dis- 
tresses; for  our  law  requires  that  we  rest  upon 
that  day.  There  were  about  a  thousand,  with 
their  wives  and  children,  who  were  smothered 
and  died  in  these  caves:  but  many  of  those 
that  escaped  joined  themselves  to  Mattatbias, 
and  appointed  him  to  be  their  ruler,  who 
taught  thent  to  fight  even  on  the  Sabbath-day; 
and  told  them  that  unless  they  would  do  so, 
they  would  become  their  o\m  enemies,  by  ob- 
serving the  law  [so  rigorously],  while  their 
adversaries  would  still  assault  them  on  this 
day,  and  they  would  not  then  defend  them- 
selves; and  that  nothing  could  then  hinder 
but  they  must  all  perish  without  fighting. 
This  speech  persuaded  them  ;  and  this  rule 
continues  among  us  to  this  day,  that  if  there 
be  a  necessity,  we  may  fight  on  Sabbath-days. 
So  Mattatbias  got  a  great  army  about  hitn, 
and  overthrew  their  idol  altars,  and  slew  those 
that  broke  the  laws,  even  all  that  he  coidd 
get  under  his  power;  for  many  of  them  were 
disper:>ed  among  the  nations  round  about  them 
for  fear  of  him.  He  also  commanded  that 
those    boys   who    were    not    yet    circumcised 
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should  be  drcumcised  now;  and  he  drove 
those  away  that  were  appointed  to  hinder  such 
their  circumcision. 

3.  But  when  he  had  ruled  one  year,  and 
was  fallen  into  a  distemper,  he  called  for  his 
sons,  and  set  them  round  about  him,  and 
said,  •'  U  my  sons,  I  am  going  the  way  of  all 
the  earth;  and  I  recommend  to  you  ray  re- 
solution, and  beseech  you  not  to  be  negligent 
in  keeping  it,  but  to  be  mindful  of  the  de- 
sires of  him  who  begat  you,  and  brought  you 
up,  and  to  preserve  the  customs  of  your 
country,  and  to  recover  your  ancient  form  of 
government,  which  is  in  danger  of  being  over- 
turned, and  not  to  be  carried  away  with  those 
that,  either  by  their  own  inclination,  or  out  of 
necessity,  betray  it,  but  to  become  such  sons 
as  are  worthy  of  me;  to  be  above  all  force 
and  necessity,  and  so  to  dispose  your  souls, 
as  *o  be  ready,  when  it  shall  be  necessary,  to 
die  for  your  laws;  as  sensible  of  this,  by 
just  reasoning,  that  if  God  see  that  you  are 
so  disposed,  he  will  not  overlook  you,  but 
will  have  a  great  value  for  your  virtue,  and 
will  restore  to  you  again  what  you  have  lost, 
and  will  return  to  you  that  freedom  in  which 
you  shall  live  quietly,  and  enjoy  your  own 
customs.  Vour  bodies'  are  mortal,  and  sub- 
ject to  fate;  hut  they  receive  a  sort  of  immor- 
tality, by  the  remembrance  of  what  actions 
they  have  done ;  and  1  would  have  you  so  in 
love  with  this  immortality,  that  you  may 
pursue  after  glory,  and  that,  when  you  have 
undergone  the  greatest  dithculties,  you  may 
not  scruple,  for  such  things,  to  lose  your  lives. 
1  exhort  you  especially  to  agree  one  with  an- 
other; and  in  what  excellency  any  one  of 
you  exceeds  another,  to  yield  to  him  so  far, 
and  by  that  means  to  reap  the  advantage  of 
every  one's  omi  virtues.  Do  you  then  es- 
teem Simon  as  your  father,  because  he  is  a 
man  of  extraordinary  prudence,  aiul  be  go- 
verned by  him  in  what  counsels  he  gives  you. 
Take  Maccabeus  for  the  general  of  your  army, 
because  of  his  courage  and  strength,  tor  he 
will  avenge  your  nation,  and  will  bnng  ven- 
geance on  your  enemies.  Admit  among  you 
the  righteous  and  religious,  and  augment  their 
power." 

4.  AVhen  Mattatbias  had  thus  discoursed  to 
bis  sons,  and  had  prayed  to  God  to  be  their 
assistant,  and  to  recover  to  the  people  their 
former  constitution,  he  died  a  little  afterward, 
aiid  was  buried  at  Modin  ;  all  the  people  mak- 
ing great  lamentation  lor  him.  M'hereupon 
his  son  Judas  took  upon  him  the  administra- 
tion of  public  atfoirs,  in  the  hundred  and 
forty-sixth  year;  and  thus,  by  the  ready  as- 
sistance of  his  brethren,  and  of  others,  Judas 
cast  their  enemies  out  uf  the  country,  and  put 
those  of  their  own  country  to  death  who  bad 
transgressed  its  laws,  and  purified  the  land  of 
oil  thu  pollutions  that  were  in  it. 


CHAPTER  VIL 

HOW  JtJDAS  OVERTHREW  THE  TORCFfl  OF 
APOLLONIUS  AND  SEBON,  AND  KILLED  TH8 
GENERALS  OF  THEIR  ARMIES  THEMSELVES; 
AND  HOW  WHEN,  A  LITTLE  WHILE  AFTER- 
WARD, LYSIAS  AND  GORGIAS  WERE  BEATEN, 
HE  WENT  CP  TO  JERUSALEM,  AND  PURI- 
FIED THE  TEMPLE. 

§  1.  When  Apollonius,  the  general  of  the 
Samaritan  forces,  heard  this,  he  took  his  army, 
and  made  baste  to  go  against  Judas,  who 
met  him,  and  joined  battle  with  bim,  and  beat 
him.  and  slew  many  of  his  men,  and  among 
them  Apollonius  himself,  their  general,  whose 
sword,  being  that  which  he  happened  then  to 
wear,  he  seized  upon  and  kept  for  himself;  but 
he  wounded  more  than  he  slew,  and  took  a 
great  deal  of  prey  from  the  enemy's  camp,  and 
went  his  way;  but  when  Seron,  who  was 
general  of  the  army  of  Celesyria,  heard  that 
many  bad  joined  themselves  to  Judas,  and 
that  he  had  about  him  an  army  sutticient  tor 
fighting  and  for  making  war,  he  determined 
to  make  an  expedition  against  mm,  as  think- 
ing it  became  him  to  endeavour  to  punish 
those  that  tnuisgressed  the  king's  injunctions. 
He  then  got  together  an  army,  as  large  as  he 
was  able,  and  joined  to  it  the  runagute  and 
wicked  Jews,  and  came  against  Judas.  He 
then  came  as  far  as  Bethoron,  a  village  of  Ju- 
dea,  and  there  pitched  his  camp;  upon  which 
Judas  met  him,  and  when  he  intended  to  give 
him  battle,  he  saw  that  his  soldiers  were  back- 
ward to  fight,  because  their  number  was  small, 
and  because  they  wanted  food,  for  they  were 
fasting,  he  encouraged  them,  and  said  to  them, 
that  victory  and  conquest  of  enemies  are  not 
derived  from  the  multitude  in  armies,  but  in 
the  exercise  of  piety  towards  God;  and  that 
they  had  the  plainest  instances  in  their  forefa- 
thers, who,  by  their  righteousness,  and  exert- 
ing themselves  on  behalf  of  their  own  laws, 
and  their  own  children,  had  frequently  con- 
quered many  ten  thousands,  —  for  innocence 
:s  the  strongest  army.  By  this  speech  he  in- 
duced his  men  to  contemn  the  multitude  of 
the  enemy,  and  to  fall  upon  Seron;  and  upon 
joining  battle  with  him,  he  beat  the  Syrians; 
and  when  their  general  tell  among  the  rest, 
they  all  ran  away  with  speed,  as  thinking 
that  to  be  their  best  way  of  escaping.  So 
he  pursued  them  unto  the  plain,  and  slew 
about  eight  hundred  of  the  enemy;  but  the 
rest  escaped  to  the  region  which  lay  near  to 
the  sea. 

'2.  M'hen  king  Antiocbus  heard  of  tbecR 
things,  he  was  very  angry  at  what  had  hap. 
pencd;  so  he  got  together  all  his  own  anny, 
with  many  mercenaries,  whom  he  had  hired 
from  the  islands,  and  took  theoi  with  him,  and 
prej  ared    to    bruak    into    Judea    about    the 
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beginning  of  the  spring;  but  when,  upon  his 
mustering  his  soldiers,  he  perceived  that  his 
treasures  were  deficient,  and  there  was  a  w-ant 
of  money  in  them,  for  all  the  taxes  were  not 
paid,  by  reason  of  the  seditions  there  had  been 
among  the  nations,  he  having  been  so  mag- 
nanimous and  so  liberal,  that  what  he  had  was 
not  sulhcient  for  him,  he  therefore  resolved 
first  to  go  into  Persia,  and  collect  the  taxes 
of  that  country.  Hereupon  he  left  one  whose 
name  was  Lysias,  who  was  in  great  repute 
with  him,  governor  of  the  kingdom,  as  far  as 
the  bounds  of  Egypt,  and  of  the  Lower  Asia, 
and  reaching  from  the  river  Euphrates,  and 
committed  to  him  a  certain  part  of  his  forces, 
and  of  his  elephants,  and  charged  him  to  bring 
up  bis  son  Antiocbus  with  all  possible  care, 
until  be  came  back;  and  that  he  should  con- 
quer Judea,  and  take  its  inhabitants  for  slaves, 
and  utterly  destroy  .Jerusalem,  and  abolish  the 
whole  nation;  and  when  king  Antiocbus  had 
given  these  tilings  in  charge  to  Lysias,  he 
went  into  Persia;  and  in  the  hundred  and 
forty-seventh  year,  he  passed  over  Euphrates, 
and  went  to  the  superior  provinces. 

3.  Upon  this  Lysias  chose  Ptolemy,  the 
son  of  Dorymcuts,  and  Nicanor,  and  Gorgias, 
very  potent  men  among  the  king's  friends,  and 
delivered  to  them  forty  thousand  foot-soldiers 
and  seven  thousand  liorsenten,  and  sent  them 
against  Judeu,  who  came  as  far  as  the  city 
Kiiiinaus,  and  pitciied  their  Ciunp  in  the  plain 
country.  I'liere  came  al-o  to  them  aiijiiliaries 
out  of  Syria,  and  tiie  country  round  about; 
as  also  many  of  the  runagate  Jews;  and  be- 
sides these  came  some  merchants  to  buy  those 
that  should  be  carried  captives  (having  bonds 
with  them  to  bind  those  that  should  be  made 
prisoners),  with  that  silver  and  gold  whichthey 
were  to  pay  for  their  price;  and  when  Judas 
saw  their  camp,  and  how  numerous  their  ene- 
mies were,  he  persuaded  his  own  soldiers  to 
be  of  good  courage;  and  exhorted  them  to 
place  their  hopes  of  victory  in  God,  and  to 
make  supplication  to  him,  according  to  the  I 
custom  of  their  country,  clothed  in  sackcloth;  I 
and  to  show  what  was  their  usual  habit  of 
supplication  in  the  greatest  dangers,  and  there- 
by to  prevail  with  God  to  grant  you  the  victory 
over  your  enemies.  So  he  set  them  in  their 
ancient  order  of  battle  used  by  their  forefathers, 
under  their  captains  of  thousands,  and  other 
olficers,  and  dismissed  such  as  were  newly 
married,  as  well  as  those  that  had  newly  gained 
possessions,  that  they  might  not  fight  in  a 
cowardly  manner,  out  of  an  inordinate  love  of 
life,  ill  order  to  enjoy  those  blessings.  When 
he  had  thus  disposed  his  soldiers,  he  en- 
couraged   them    to    fight    by    the    follo\ving 

epeech,   which  he  made  to  them: "O  my 

fellow-soldiers,  no  other  time  remains  more 
opportune  than  the  present  for  courage  and 
routeinpt  of  dangers;  for  if  you  now  fight  man- 
mliy.  you  may  recover  your  liberty,  which,  as 
U_is.  a  thing  of  itself  agreeable  to  alj  men,  so  it 


proves  to  be  to  us  much  more  desirable,  by 
its  affording  us  the  liberty  of  worshipping 
God.  Since,  therefore,  you  are  in  such  cir- 
cumstances at  present,  you  must  either  recover 
that  liberty,  and  so  regain  a  happy  and  bless^-d 
way  of  living,  which  is  that  according  to  our 
laws,  and  the  customs  of  our  country,  or  to 
submit  to  the  most  opprobrious  sufferings ; 
nor  will  any  seed  of  your  nation  remain  if  \ou 
be  beat  in  this  battle.  Fight  therefore  man- 
fully; and  suppose  that  you  must  die,  though 
you  do  not  tight;  but  believe,  that  besides 
such  glorious  rewards  as  those  of  the  liberty 
uf  your  country,  of  your  Jaws,  of  your  religion, 
you  shall  then  obtain  everlasting  glory.  Pre- 
pare yourselves,  therefore,  and  put  yourselves 
into  such  an  agreeable  posture,  that  you  may 
be  ready  to  fight  with  the  enemy  as  soon  as  it 
is  day  to-morrow  morning." 

4.  And  this  was  the  speech  which  Judas 
i  made  to  encourage  them.  But  when  the  ene- 
my sent  Gorgias,  with  five  thousand  foot  and 
i  one  thousand  horse,  that  he  might  fall  upon 
Judas  by  night,  and  had  for  that  purpose  cer- 
tain of  the  runagate  Jews  as  guides,  the  son 
of  Mattathias  perceived  it,  and  resolved  to  fall 
upon  those  enemies  that  were  in  their  camp, 
now  their  forces  were  divided.  When  they 
had  therefore  supped  in  good  time,  and  had 
left  many  fires  in  their  camp,  he  marched  all 
night  to  those  enemies  that  were  at  Emmaus; 
so  that  when  Gorgias  found  no  enemy  in  their 
camp,  but  suspected  that  they  were  retired 
and  had  hidden  themselves  among  the  moun- 
tains, he  resolved  to  go  and  seek  them  where- 
soever Ihey  were.  But,  about  break  of  day, 
Judas  appeared  to  those  enemies  that  were  at 
Emmaus,  with  only  three  thousand  men,  and 
those  ill  armed,  by  reason  of  their  poverty; 
and  when  he  saw  the  enemy  very  well  and 
skilfully  fortified  in  their  camp,  he  encouraged 
the  Jews,  and  told  them,  that  they  ought  to 
fight,  though  it  were  with  their  naked  bodies, 
for  that  God  had  sometimes  of  old  given 
such  men  strength,  and  that  against  such  as 
were  more  in  number,  and  were  armed  also, 
out  of  regard  to  their  great  courage.  So  he 
commanded  the  trumpeters  to  sound  for  the 
battle:  and  by  thus  falling  upon  the  enemy 
when  they  did  not  expect  it,  and  thereby 
astonishing  and  disturbing  their  minds,  he  slew 
many  of  those  that  resisted  hira,  and  went  on 
pursuing  the  rest  as  far  as  Gadara,  and  the 
plains  of  Idiimea,  and  Ashdod,  and  Jamnia: 
and  of  these  there  fell  about  three  thousand. 
Yet  uid  Judas  exhort  his  soldiers  not  to  be 
too  desirous  of  the  spoils,  for  that  still  they 
must  have  a  contest  and  battle  with  Gorgias, 
and  the  forces  that  were  with  him  :  but  that 
when  they  had  once  overcome  them,  then  they 
might  securely  plunder  the  camp,  because 
they  were  the  only  enemies  remaining,  and 
they  expected  no  others.  And  just  nfi  h»» 
was  speaking  to  his  soldiers,  Gorgias's  men 
looked  down  into  that  army  which  they  left  in 
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their  camp,  snd  «aw  that  it  was  overthrown, 
and  the  camp  burnt;  for  the  smoke  Uiut 
arose  from  it  showed  them,  even  when  tbey 
were  a  ^eat  way  off,  what  had  happenei. 
^Vhen,  therefore,  those  that  were  with  Gor- 
gias  understood  that  things  were  in  this  pos- 
ture, and  perceived  that  those  that  were  with 
Judas  were  ready  to  tight  them,  they  also 
were  affrighted,  and  put  to  flight;  but  then 
Judas,  as  though  he  had  already  beaten  Gor- 
gias's  soldiers  without  fighting,  returned,  and 
seized  on  the  spoils.  He  took  a  gr^-at  quan- 
tity of  gold  and  silver,  and  purple,  and  blue, 
and  then  returned  home  with  joy,  and  singing 
hymns  to  God  for  their  good  success;  for  this 
victory  greatly  contributed  to  the  recovery  of 
their  liberty. 

5.  Hereupon  Lysias  was  confounded  at  the 
defeat  of  the  army  which  he  had  sent,  and  the 
next  year  he  got  together  sixty  thousand  cho- 
sen men.  He  also  took  five  thousand  horse- 
men, and  fell  upon  Judea;  and  he  went  up 
to  the  hill  country  of  Bethsur,  a  village  of 
Judea,  and  pitched  his  camp  there,  where 
■Judas  met  him  with  ten  thousand  men;  and 
wiien  be  saw  the  great  number  of  his  enemies, 
he  prayed  to  God  that  he  would  assist  him, 
and  joined  battle  with  the  first  of  the  enemy 
that  appeared,  and  beat  them,  and  slew  about 
five  thousand  of  them,  and  thereby  became 
terrible  to  the  rest  of  them.  Nay,  indeed, 
Lysias  observing  the  great  spirit  of  the  Jews, 
how  they  were  prepared  to  die  rather  than 
lose  their  liberty,  and  being  afraid  of  their 
desperate  way  of  fighting,  as  if  it  were  real 
•trength,  he  took  the  rest  of  the  army  back 
with  him,  and  returned  to  Antioch,  where  he 
listed  foreigners  into  the  service,  and  prepared 
to  fall  upon  Judea  with  a  greater  army. 

6.  When,  therefore,  the  generals  of  Antio- 
chus's  armies  had  been  beaten  so  often,  Judas 
assembled  the  people  together,  and  tohl  them, 
that  after  these  many  victories  which  God 
bad  given  them,  they  ought  to  go  up  to  Jeru- 
salem, and  purify  the  temple,  and  offer  the 
appointed  sacrifices.  But  as  soon  as  he,  with 
the  whole  multitude,  was  come  to  Jerusalem, 
and  found  the  temple  deserted,  and  its  gates 
burnt  down,  and  plants  growing  in  the  temple 
of  their  own  accord,  on  account  of  its  deser- 
tion, he  and  those  that  were  with  him  began 
to  lament,  and  were  quite  confounded  at  the 
eight  of  the  temple  ;  so  he  chose  out  some 
of  bis  soldiers,  and  gave  them  order  to  fight 
against  those  guards  that  were  in  the  citadel, 
until  he  should  have  purified  the  temple. 
When,  therefore,  he  had  carefully  purged  it, 
and  had  brought  in  new  vessels,  the  candle- 
stick, the  table  [of  shew-bread],  and  the  altar 
[of  incense],  which  were  made  of  gold,  he 
hung  np  the  veils  at  the  gates,  and  added 
doors  to  them.  He  also  took  down  the  altar 
fof  burnt-offering],  and  built  a  new  one  of 
stones  tDat  he  gathered  together,  and  not  of 
such  as  were  hewn  «vith  iron  tools.     So  on 
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the  five  and  twentieth  day  of  the  month  Cas- 
leu,  which  the  Macedonians  called  Apelleus, 
they  lighted  the  lamps  that  were  on  tfce  can- 
dlestick, and  offered  incense  upon  the  ultar 
[of  incense],    and    laid  the  loaves  upon  ttm 
table  [of  shew-bread],  and  offered  burnt-oDei- 
ings  upon  the  new  altar  [of  bumt-ofleringj 
Now  it  so  fell  out,  that  these  things  were  don 
on  the  very  same  day  on  which  their  divin 
worship  had  fallen  off,  and  was  reduced  to 
profane  and   common   use,  after  three  years 
time;  for  so  it  was,  that  the  temple  was  mad 
desolate  by  Antiochus,  and  so  continued  fo 
three  years.     This  desolation  happened  to  th 
temple  in  the  hundred  forty  and   fifth   year 
on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  the  month  Apel- 
leus,   and    on    the    hundred    and    fifty  -  thir 
olympiad:  but  it  was  dedicated  anew,  on  the 
same  day,  the  twenty-fifth  of  the  month  Apel- 
leus, in  the  hundred  and  forty -eighth  year, 
and  on  the  hundred  and  fifty-tuurth  olympiad. 
And  lliis  desolution  came  to  pass  according 
to  the  prophecy  of  Daniel,  which  was  given 
four  hundred  and  eight  years  before;  for  he 
declared  that  the  Macedonians  would  dissolve 
that  worship  [for  some  time]. 

7.  Now  Judas  celebrated  the  festival  of 
the  restoration  of  the  sacrifices  of  the  temple 
for  eight  days;  and  omitted  no  sort  of  plea- 
sures thereon:  but  he  feasted  them  upon  very 
rich  and  splendid  sacrifices;  and  he  honoured 
God,  and  deUghted  them,  by  hymns  and 
psalms.  Nay,  they  were  so  very  glad  at  the 
revival  of  their  customs,  when  after  a  long 
time  of  intermission,  they  unexpectedly  had 
regained  the  freedom  of  their  worship,  that 
they  made  it  a  law  for  their  posterity,  that 
they  should  keep  a  festival,  on  account  of  the 
restoration  of  their  temple  worship,  for  eight 
days.  And  from  that  time  to  this  we  cele- 
brate this  festival,  and  call  it  Lights.  I 
suppose  the  reason  was,  because  this  liberty 
beyond  our  hopes  appeared  to  us;  and  that 
thence  was  the  name  given  to  that  festivaL 
Judas  also  rebuilt  the  walls  round  about  the 
city,  and  reared  towers  of  great  height  against 
the  incursions  of  enemies,  and  set  guards 
therein.  He  also  fortified  the  city  Bethsura, 
that  it  might  serve  as  a  citadel  against  any 
distresses  that  might  come  from  our  enemies. 


CHAPTER  Vin. 

HOW  JUDAS  SUBDDED  THE  NATIONS  BOU.N'O 
/BOLT;  AND  HOW  SIMON  BEAT  THE  PEO- 
PLE or  TYRE  AND  PTOLEMAIS;  AND  HOW 
JCDAS  OVEUTHREW  TIMOTHE'JS,  AND 
FORCED  HIM  TO  FLY  AWAY,  AND  DID  MANY 
OTHER  THINGS  AFTER  JOSEPH  AND  AZA- 
EIAS  HAD  BEEN  BEATEN. 

.  I .  When  these  things  were  over,  the  nation! 
round    al>out    tbv   Je>vs    were    very    une-sy 
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at  the  revival  of  their  poiver,  and  rose  up 
together,  and  destroyed  many  of  them,  as 
gaining:  advantage  over  them  by  laying  snares 
for  thSai,  and  making  secret  conspiracies 
against  them.  Judas  made  perpetual  expedi- 
tions against  these  men,  and  endeavoured  to 
restrain  them  from  those  incursions,  and  to 
prevent  tiie  mischiefs  they  did  to  the  Jews. 
3o  he  fell  upon  the  Idumeans,  the  posterity 
of  Esau,  at  Acrabattene,  and  slew  a  great 
many  of  tlieia,  and  took  their  spoils.  He  also 
ahut  up  the  sons  of  Bean,  that  laid  wait  for 
the  Jews;  and  he  sat  down  about  them,  and 
besieged  them,  and  burnt  their  towers,  and 
destroyed  the  men  [that  were  in  them].  After 
this  he  went  thence  in  haste  against  the 
Ammonites,  who  had  a  great  and  a  numerous 
army,  of  which  Timotbeus  was  the  com- 
inander.  Aiid  when  he  bad  subdued  them,  he 
seized  on  the  city  Jazer,  and  took  their  wives 
and  their  children  captives,  and  burnt  the 
city,  and  then  returned  into  Judea.  But 
when  the  neighbouring  nations  understood 
that  he  was  returned,  they  got  together  in 
great  numbers  in  the  land  of  Gilead,  and 
came  against  those  Jews  that  were  at  their 
borders,  who  then  fled  to  che  garri:son  of  Da- 
thema;  and  sent  to  Judas,  to  inform  him  that 
Timotbeus  was  endeavouring  to  take  the 
place  whither  they  were  ded.  And  as  these 
epistles  were  reading,  there  came  other  mes- 
kengers  out  of  Galilee,  who  informed  him  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Ptoiemais,  and  ol  Tyre  and 
Sidon,  and  strangers  uf  Galilee,  Mere  gotten 
together. 

2.  Accordingly  Judas,  upon  considering 
what  was  fit  to  be  done  with  relation  to  the 
necessity  both  these  cases  required,  gave  order 
that  Simon  his  brother  should  take  three 
thousand  chosen  men,  and  go  to  the  assistance 
of  the  Jews  in  Galilee,  while  be  and  another 
of  his  brothers,  Jonathan,  made  haste  into  the 
land  of  Gilead  with  eight  thousand  soldiers. 
And  be  left  Joseph,  the  son  of  Zacharias,  and 
Azarias,  to  be  over  the  rest  of  the  forces;  and 
charged  them  to  keep  Judea  very  carefully, 
tnd  to  fight  no  battles  with  any  persons 
trhomsoever  until  his  return.  Accordingly, 
Simon  went  into  GaUlee,  and  fought  the  ene- 
my, and  put  them  to  liight,  and  pursued  them 
to  the  very  gates  of  Ptoiemais,  and  slew  about 
three  thousand  of  them,  and  took  the  spoils  of 
those  that  were  slain,  and  those  Jews  whom 
they  had  made  captives,  with  their  baggage, 
and  then  returned  home. 

3.  Now  as  for  Judas  Maccabeus,  and  his 
brother  Jonathan,  they  passed  over  the  river 
Jordan;  and  when  they  had  gone  three  days 
journey,  they  lighted  upon  the  Nabateans,  who 
came  to  meet  them  peaceably,  and  who  told 
them  how  the  affairs  of  those  in  the  land  of 
Gilead  stood,  and  how  many  of  them  were 
in  distress,  and  driven  into  garrisons,  and  into 
the  cities  of  Galilee;  and  exhorteii  him  to 
ipake  baste  to  go  ngiinst  the  foreigners,  aut: 


to  endeavour  to  save  bis  own  countrymen  out 
of  their  bands.  To  this  exhortation  Judas 
hearkened,  and  returnetl  into  the  wilderness; 
and  in  the  first  place  fell  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  Bosor,  and  took  the  city,  and  beat  the  in- 
habitants, and  destroyed  all  the  males,  and  all 
that  were  able  to  fight,  and  burnt  the  city. 
Nor  did  he  stop  even  when  night  came  on, 
but  he  journeyed  in  it  to  the  garrison  where 
the  Jeivs  happened  to  be  then  shut  up,  and 
where  Timotbeus  lay  round  the  place  with 
his  army:  and  Judas  came  upon  the  city  in 
the  morning ;  and  when  he  found  that  the 
enemy  were  making  an  assault  upon  the 
walls,  and  that  some  of  them  brought  ladders, 
on  which  they  might  get  upon  those  walls, 
and  that  others  brought  engines  [to  batter 
them],  he  bid  the  trumpeter  to  sound  his 
trumpet,  and  he  encouraged  his  soldiers  cheer- 
fully to  undergo  dangers  for  the  sake  of  their 
brethren  and  kindred;  he  also  parted  his  army 
into  three  bodies,  and  fell  upon  the  backs 
of  their  enemies.  But  when  Timotheus's 
men  perceived  that  it  was  Maccabeus  that  was 
upon  them,  of  both  whose  courage  and  good 
success  in  war  they  had  formerly  bad  suf- 
ficient experience,  they  were  put  to  flight; 
but  Judas  followed  them  with  his  army,  and 
slew  about  eight  thousand  of  them.  He  then 
turned  aside  to  a  city  of  the  foreigners  called 
Malle,  and  took  it,  and  slew  all  the  males, 
and  burnt  the  city  itself.  He  then  removed 
from  thence,  and  overthrew  Caspbom  and 
Bosor,  aiid  many  other  cities  of  the  land  ol 
Gilead. 

4.  But  not  long  after  this,  Timotbeus  pre- 
pared a  great  army,  and  took  many  others  as 
auxiliaries;  and  induced  some  of  the  Arabians, 
by  the  promise  of  rewards,  to  go  with  him 
in  this  expedition,  and  came  with  his  army 
beyond  the  brook,  over  against  the  city 
Raphon:  and  he  encouraged  his  soldiers,  if 
it  came  to  a  battle  with  the  Jews,  to  fight 
courageously,  and  to  hinder  their  passing  over 
the  brook;  for  he  said  to  them  beforehand, 
that,  "  if  they  come  over  it,  we  shall  be  beat- 
en." And  when  Judas  heard  that  Timotbeus 
prepared  himself  to  fight,  be  took  all  his  own 
army,  and  went  in  haste  against  Timotbeus 
his  enemy;  and  wlien  he  had  passed  over  the 
brook,  he  fell  upon  his  enemies,  and  some  of 
them  met  him,  whom  he  slew,  and  others 
of  them  he  so  terrified,  that  he  compelled 
them  to  throw' down  their  arms  and  fly;  and 
some  of  them  escaped,  but  some  of  them  fled 
to  what  was  called  the  Temple  of  Carnaim, 
and  hoped  thereby  to  preserve  themselves^ 
but  Judas  took  the  city,  and  slew  them,  and 
burnt  the  temple,  and  so  used  several  ways  of 
destroying  bis  enemies. 

5.  When  he  bad  done  this,  he  gathered  the 
Jews  together,  with  their  children,  and  wives, 
and  the  substance  that  belonged  to  them,  and 
was  going  to  bring  tbeni  back  into  Judea. 
Bui  ai  s<jod    .  ^.  >..«*.?  .ome  to  a  certain  city. 
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tlic  name  of  which  was  Ephron,  that  lay  up- 
on  the  road  (and  as  it  was  not  possible  for 
him  to  go  any  other  way,  so  he  was  not  will- 
ing to  go  back  again),  he  then  sent  to  the  in- 
habitants, and  desired  that  they  would  open 
Iheir  gates,  and  permit  them  to  go  on  their 
way  through  the  city;  for  they  had  stopped 
up  the  gates  with  stones,  and  cut  off  their  pas- 
sage through  it.  And  when  the  inhabitants 
of  Ephron  would  not  agree  to  this  proposal, 
he  encouraged  those  that  were  with  him,  and 
encompassed  the  city  round,  and  besieged  it, 
and,  lying  round  it,  by  day  and  night,  took 
the  city,  and  slew  every  male  in  it,  and  burnt 
it  all  down,  and  so  obtained  a  way  through 
it;  and  the  multitude  of  those  that  were  slain 
was  so  great,  that  they  went  over  the  dead 
bodies.  So  they  came  over  Jordan,  and  ar- 
rived at  the  great  plain,  over  against  which  is 
situate  the  city  Betbshan,  which  is  called  by 
the  Greeks  Scythopolis.*  And  going  away 
hastily  from  thence,  they  came  into  Judea, 
singing  psaims  and  hymns  as  they  went,  and 
indulging  such  tokens  of  mirth  as  are  usual 
m  triumphs  upon  victory.  They  ako  offered 
thank-offerings,  both  for  their  good  success, 
and  for  the  preservation  of  their  army,  for 
not  oue  of  the  Jews  was  slain  in  these  bat- 
tles, f 

6.  But  as  to  Joseph,  the  son  of  Zaeharias, 
and  Azarias,  whom  Judas  left  generals  [of  the 
rest  of  his  forces]  at  the  same  time  when  Si- 
mon «-as  in  Galilee,  fighting  against  the  peo- 
ple of  Ptolemais,  and  Judas  himself,  and  his 
brother  Jonathan,  were  in  the  land  of  Gilead, 
did  these  men  also  affect  the  glory  of  being 
courageous  generals  in  war,  in  order  whereto 
tbcy  took  the  army  that  was  under  their  com- 
mand, and  canie  to  Jamnia.  There  Gorgias, 
the  general  of  the  forces  of  Jamnia,  met 
them;  and  upon  joining  battle  with  him,  they 
lost  two  thousand  of  their  army.J  and  fled 
away,  and  were  pursued  to  the  very  borders 
of  Judea.  And  this  misfortune  befel  them 
by  their  disobedience  to  what  injunctions  Ju- 
das had  given  them,  iK>t  to  tight  with  any  one 
before  his  return.  For  besides  the  rest  of 
Judas's  sagacious  counsels,  one  may  well 
wonder  at  this  concerning  the  misfortune  that 

•  The  reason  why  Belhshan  was  called  Scythopolis  is 
well  known  from  Herodolus.  b.  i.  page  1U5,  and  Sjnrel. 
lU!*  |J.  21-1,  that  tile  Scvlhiiins,  when  they  over-nin  Asia. 
ti<  -lie  days  of  Josiah.  seized  on  this  city,  and  kept  it  as 
:■  '  :  as  they  continued  in  Asia;  from  which  time  it  re. 
t:j  ted  the  name  of  Scythopolis,  or  the  City  of  the  Scy- 
I   lans. 

+  This  most  providential  preservation  of  all  the  reli- 
ijii'us  Jews  in  this  expeililiou,  which  was  accurdiiig  to 
the  will  of  God.  is  observablt  oflen  among  God's  people, 
the  Jews;  and  somewhat  very  liKe  it  in  the  changes  of 
the  fimr  monarchies,  which  were  also  providential.  ±>ee 
Trideaux  at  the  years  331.  333,  and  334. 

i  Here  is  another  i^'eat  instance  of  providence. that 
when,  even  at  the  very  time  that  Simon,  and  Judas,  and 
Jonathan,  were  so  miraculously  LrcwiTeii  and  blessed,  in 
the  just  defence  of  their  laws  and  reliiiion.  these  other  ge- 
nerals of  the  Jews,  who  went  to  fight  lor  honour  in  a 
vainglorious  way.  and  without  any  cuiomlssionfrom  God, 
or  t.^«  family  he  had  raised  up  :u  dcluer  them,  were  mi- 
•enbly^aappoioteU  asd  deftated.    ^m  I  .Mae.  v.  61, 6^ 


btfel  the  forces  commanded  by  Joseph  and 
Azarias,  which  he  understood  would  happen 
if  they  broke  any  of  the  injunctions  he  bad 
given  them.  But  Judas  and  his  brethi'en  did 
not  leave  off  fighting  with  the  Idumeaiis,  but 
pressed  upon  tbera  en  all  sides,  and  took  from 
them  the  city  of  Hebron,  and  demoU^hed  all 
its  fortitications,  and  set  all  its  towers  on  fire, 
and  burnt  the  country  of  the  foreigners,  and 
the  dty  Marissa.  They  came  also  to  Ash- 
dod,  and  took  it,  and  laid  it  waste,  and  took 
away  a  great  deal  of  the  spoils  and  prey  that 
were  in  it,  and  returned  to  Judea. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

CONCERNING  THE  DEATH  OP  ANTIOCHUS  Eft. 
PHASES;  HOW  ANTIOCHUSEUPATOa  FOUGHT 
AGAINST  JUDAS,  AND  BESIEGED  HIM  IN  THB 
TEMPLE,  AND  AFTERWARDS  MADE  PEACE 
WITH  HIM,  AND  DEPARTED.  OF  ALtIMl.9 
AND  0NIA3. 

§  1.  About  this  time  it  was  that  king  An- 
tiochus,  as  he  was  going  over  the  upper  couii' 
tries,  heard  that  there  was  a  very  rich  city  in 
Persia,  called  Elyxais;  and  therein  a  very 
rich  temple  of  Diana,  and  that  it  was  full  of 
all  sorts  of  donations  dedicated  to  it;  as  also 
weapons  and  breast-plates,  which,  upon  in- 
quiry, he  found  had  been  left  there  by  Alex- 
ander, the  son  of  Philip,  king  of  Macedonia^ 
and  being  incited  by  these  motives,  he  went 
in  haste  to  Elymais,  and  assaulted  it,  and  be- 
^ieged  it.  But  as  those  that  were  in  it  were 
not  territied  at  his  assault,  nor  at  his  siege, 
but  opposed  him  very  courageously,  be  was- 
beaten  off  bis  hopes;  for  they  drove  him  away 
from  the  city,  and  went  out  and  pursued  af- 
ter biin,  insomuch  that  be  ded  away  as  lar  a* 
Baby  Ion,  and  lost  a  great  many  of  his  army ; 
and  when  be  was  grieving  for  this  disappoint- 
ment, some  persons  told  him  of  the  deteat  of 
bis  coQiuianders  whom  he  had  left  behind  him 
to  tight  against  Judea,  and  what  strength  the 
.lews  had  already  gotten.  AVhen  this  concern 
about  these  atiairs  was  added  to  the  furnier, 
be  was  confounded,  and,  by  the  anxiety  iie 
was  in,  tell  into  a  distemper,  which,  as  it  last- 
ed a  great  \\hile,  and  as  bis  pains  increased 
upon  biui,  so  be  at  length  perceived  he  should 
(lie  in  a  little  time;  so  he  called  his  friends 
to  luin,  and  told  them  that  his  distemper  \va» 
severe  upon  him,  and  confessed  withal,  that 
this  calamity  was  sent  upon  him  tor  the  mi- 
series he  had  brought  upon  the  Jewish  natiou, 
while  he  plundered  their  temple  and  contemned 
their  God;  and  when  he  bad  said  this,  he 
gave  up  the  ghost.  Whence  one  may  wonder  ut 
Polybius  of  Megalopobs,  who,  though  other- 
wise a  good  man,  yet  saitb  that  **  Antiochu^ 
aied,  because  he  bad  a  pu'-pose  to  plunder  the 
temple  kf  Diana  in  Persia  "  for  the  purposiu^ 
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to  do  a  tbing,*  but  not  actually  doini?  it, 
is  not  worthy  of  punishment.  But  if  Poly- 
bius  cuultl  think  that  Atitiuchus  thus  lost  bis 
lite  on  that  account,  it  is  much  more  probable 
that  this  king  died  on  account  of  his  sacrilegi- 
ous  plundering  of  the  temple  at  Jerusalem, 
liut  we  will  not  contend  about  this  matter 
with  those  who  may  think  that  the  cause  as- 
signed by  this  Poiybius  of  Megalopolis  is 
TCarer  the  truth  than  that  assigned  by  us. 

2.  However.  Antiochus,  before  be  died, 
called  for  Philip,  who  was  one  (jf  his  oonipu- 
nions,  and  made  him  the  guardian  of  his  king- 
dom; and  gave  him  his  diadem,  and  bis  gar- 
ment, and  his  ring,  and  charged  him  to  carry 
them,  and  deliver  them  to  his  son  Antiochus; 
and  desired  him  to  lake  care  of  his  education, 
and  to  preserve  the  kingdom  for  bim.f  This 
Antiochus  died  in  the  hundred  forty  and  ninth 
year:  but  it  was  Lysias  that  declared  his 
death  to  the  multitude,  and  appointed  bis  sun 
Antiochus  to  be  king  (of  whom  at  present  be 
bail  the  care),  and  called  him  Eupator. 

'I.  At  this  time  it  was  that  the  garrison 
in  the  citadel  at  Jerusalem,  with  the  Jewish 
runagates,  did  a  great  deal  of  harm  to  the 
Jews:  for  the  sobliers  that  were  in  that  gar- 
rison rushed  out  upon  the  sudden,  and  de- 
stroyed such  as  were  going  up  to  the  temple 
in  order  to  otfer  their  sacritices.  for  this  citii- 
del  adjoined  to  and  overlooked  the  temple. 
When  these  misfortunes  bad  often  happened 
to  tlieni,  Judas  resolved  to  destioy  that  garri- 
lion;  whereupon  begot  all  the  people  toge- 
ther, and  vigorously  besieged  those  that  were 
in  the  citadel.  This  was  in  the  hundred  and 
fiftieth  year  of  the  dominion  of  the  SeleucJdie, 
So  he  made  engines  of  war,  and  erected 
bulwarks,  and  very  zealously  pressed  on  to 
take  the  citadel.  But  there  were  not  a  few 
of  the  runagates  who  were  in  the  place,  that 
went  out  by  niglit  into  the  country,  and  got 
together  some  other  wicked  men  bke  them- 
selves, and  went  to  Antiochus  the  king,  and 
desired  of  hiia  that  he  would  not  suffer  them 
to  be  neglected,  under  the  great  hardships  that 
lay  upon  them  from  those  of  their  own  nation ; 
and  this  because  their  siiflTerings  were  occasion- 
ed on  bis  father's  account,  while  they  left  the 
religious  worship  of  their  fathers,  and  preferred 
that  which  he  had  commanded  them  to  fol- 
low: that  there  was  danger  lest  the  citadel, 
and  those  appointed  to  garrison  it  by  the  king, 

•  Since  St.  Paul,  a  Pharisee,  confesses  that  he  dad  not 
known  conrupisceoce,  or  desires,  to  be  ninful,  liad  iioi 
t'le  tenth  rommandraent  said,  "  Thou  sti-^ll  nol  covet." 
R'jrfi.vii  7;  Hie  case  sfema  to  have  been  much  Ifie  sa?ne 
with  our  Josepbus.  who  was  of  the  same  si-cl,  that  he 
bnd  not  a  deep  sense  of  the  ereatnt^s  of  any  sins  that 
prureeded  no  I^irther  than  the  intention.  However, 
since  Josepbus  speak*  properly  of  the  punishment  of 
drath,  which  is  not  iofiirted  by  any  law,  either  of  (io<\ 
or  man,  lor  the  bare  intention,  his  words  need  not  be 
fclrained  to  mean,  that  sins  intended,  but  not  executed, 
were  no  sins  at  all 

+  No  wuoJrr  that  .losephus  here  describes  Antiochus 
Kupator  at  young,  and  wanting  tuition,  when  he  cane 
to  the  crown,  iince  Appian  informs  us  (byriac.  p.  177) 
that  be  waa  tlien  but  ma-  years  old. 


should  be  taken  by  Judas  and  those  that  were 
with  him,  unless  he  would  send  them  suc- 
cours. When  Antiochus,  who  was  hut  a  child, 
heard  this,  he  was  angry,  and  sent  for  his  cap> 
tains  and  his  friends,  and  gave  order  that  tliey 
bhould  get  an  army  of  inercenaiies  tofjether, 
with  such  men  also  of  his  own  kingdom  as 
were  of  an  age  fit  for  war.  Accordingly,  an 
army  was  collected  of  about  a  hundred  thou- 
sand footmen,  and  twenty  thousand  horsemen, 
and  thirty-two  elephants. 

4.  So  the  king  took  this  army,  and  marched 
hastily  out  of  Antioch,  with  Lysias,  who  had 
the  command  of  the  whole,  and  came  to 
Idumea,  and  thence  went  up  to  the  city  Beth- 
sur;'.,  a  city  that  was  strong,  and  not  to  be 
taken  without  great  dilficulty.  He  set  about 
this  city,  and  besieged  it;  and  while  the  in- 
habitants of  Bethsura  courageously  opposed 
him,  and  sallied  out  upon  him,  !ind  burnt  his 
engines  of  war,  a  great  deal  of  tinie  was  spent 
in  the  siege;  but  when  Judas  heard  of  the 
king's  coming,  he  raised  the  siege  of  the  cita- 
del, and  met  the  king,  and  pitched  his  camp 
in  certain  straits,  at  a  place  calletl  Uethzacha- 
riah,  at  the  distance  of  seventy  furlongs  from 
the  enemy;  but  the  king  soon  drew  his  forces 
from  Beth'-ura,  and  brought  thein  to  those 
straits;  and  as  soon  as  it  was  day,  he  put  his 
men  in  battle-array,  and  made  his  elephunts 
follow  one  another  through  the  narrow  passes, 
1  because  they  could  not  be  set  sideways  by 
I  one  another.  Now  round  about  every  ele- 
I  phant  there  were  a  thousand  footmen  and  tive 
hundred  horsemen.  The  elephants  also  had 
high  towers  [upon  their  backs],  and  archers 
[in  them] ;  ajid  he  also  made  tlie  rest  of  his 
army  to  go  up  the  mountains,  and  put  his 
friends  before  the  rest;  and  gave  ortlers  for 
the  army  to  shout  aloud,  and  so  he  attacked 
the  enemy.  He  also  exposed  to  sight  their 
golden  and  brazen  shields,  so  that  a  glorious 
splendour  was  sent  from  them ;  and  when 
they  shouted,  the  raoimtains  echoed  again. 
When  Judas  saw  this,  be  was  not  terrified, 
but  received  the  enemy  with  great  courage, 
and  slew  about  six  hundred  of  the  first  ranks. 
But  when  his  brother  Eleazar,  whom  they 
called  Auran,  saw  the  tallest  of  all  the  ele- 
phants armed  with  royal  breast- plates,  and 
supposed  that  the  king  was  upon  him,  he 
attacked  bim  with  great  quickness  and  bra- 
very. He  also  slew  many  of  those  that  were 
about  the  elephant,  and  scattered  the  rest, 
and  then  went  under  the  belly  of  the  ele- 
phant, and  smote  him,  and  slew  him;  so  the 
elephant  fell  upon  Eleazar,  and  by  his  weight 
crushed  him  to  death.  And  thus  did  this 
man  come  to  bis  end,  when  he  had  first  cou- 
rageously destroyed  many  of  his  enemies, 

5.  But  Judas,  seeing  the  strength  of  the 
enemy,  retired  to  Jerusalem,  and  prepared  to 
endure  a  siege.  As  for  Antiochuii,  h«  sent 
part  of  his  army  to  Bethsura,  to  besiege  it» 
and  with  the  re*t  of  bis  army  he  camtr  against 
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Jerusalem;  but  tbe  inhabitants  of  Bethsura 
were  terrified  at  his  strength;  and  seeing 
that  their  provisions  grew  scarce,  they  deli- 
vered themselves  up  on  the  security  of  oaths 
tb:it  they  should  suffer  no  hard  treatment 
from  the  king.  And  when  Antiochus  had 
thus  taken  the  city,  he  did  them  no  other 
harm  than  sending  them  out  naked.  He  also 
placed  a  garrison  of  his  own  in  the  city:  but 
as  for  tbe  temple  of  Jerusalem,  lie  lay  at  its 
siege  a  long  time,  while  tbey  within  bravely 
detended  it;  for  what  engines  soever  the  king 
set  against  them,  they  set  other  engines  again 
to  oppose  them.  J5ut  then  their  provisions 
failed  them ;  what  fruits  of  the  groun<l  tbey  had 
laid  up  were  spent,  and  the  land  being  not 
ploughed  that  year,  continued  unbowed,  be- 
cause it  was  tbe  seventh  year,  on  whicii,  by 
our  l.'iws,  we  are  obliged  to  let  it  lie  unculli- 
valed.  And  withal,  so  many  of  the  besieged 
ran  away  for  want  of  necessaries,  that  but  a 
few  only  were  left  in  the  temple. 

G.  And  these  happened  'o  be  the  circum- 
stances of  such  as  were  besieged  in  the  tem- 
ple. Hut  then,  because  Ly^ias,  the  general 
of  the  army,  and  Antiochus,  the  king,  were 
informed  that  Philip  was  co>.>nig  upon  them 
out  of  Persia,  ami  was  endeavouring  to  get 
tbe  management  of  public  affairs  to  himselt, 
tbey  came  into  these  sentiments,  to  leave  tlie 
siege,  and  to  make  baste  to  go  against  Phi- 
lip; yet  did  they  resolve  not  to  let  this  be 
known  to  the  soldiers  or  Llic  olhcers;  but  tbe 
king  commanded  Lysias  to  speak  openly  to 
the  soldiers  and  tbe  ollicers,  without  saying  a 
word  about  the  business  of  Pbiiip;  and  to 
intimate  to  them  that  the  siege  would  be  very 
'ong;  that  the  place  was  very  strong;  that 
they  were  already  in  want  of  provi>ions; 
that  many  affairs  of  the  kingdom  wanted  re- 
gulation; and  that  it  was  nuioh  better  to 
make  a  leiigue  with  the  besieged,  and  to  be- 
come friends  to  their  whole  nation,  by  per- 
mitting them  to  observe  the  laws  of  their  Wi- 
thers, wbde  they  broke  out  into  this  war  only 
bec'iuse  tbey  were  deprived  of  tiiem,  and  so  to 
depart  home.  AVhen  Lysias  )iad  discoursed 
thus  with  them,  both  the  army  and  tbe  otlicers 
were  pleased  w^itb  this  resolution. 

7.  Accordingly  tbe  king  sent  to  Judas,  and 
to  those  that  were  be-.itged  with  him,  and 
proHii,-.ed  to  give  them  peace,  and  to  permit 
them  to  make  use  of  and  bve  according  to 
the  laws  of  their  fathers;  and  they  gladly  re- 
ceived bis  proposals;  and  when  they  had 
gained  security  upon  oath  for  their  peiform- 
ance,  they  went  out  of  the  temple:  but  when 
Antiochus  came  into  it,  and  saw  how  strong 
the  place  was,  he  broke  bis  oaths,  and  ordered 
his  army  that  was  there  to  pluck  down  the 
walls  to  the  ground;  and  when  he  had  so 
done,  he  returned  to  Antiocb.  He  also  car- 
ried with  him  Onias  the  hi^^h-pricst,  who  was 
also  called  Menelaus;  for  Lysias  advi-ed  tbe 
king  to  il&y  .Menelaus.  if  he  would  have  the 


Jews  be  quiet,and  cause  him  no  farther  disturb- 
ance, for  that  this  man  was  tbe  origin  of  all 
the  mischief  the  Jews  bad  done  them,  by  per- 
suading his  father  to  compel  the  Jews  to  leave 
the  religion  of  their  lathers;  so  the  king  sent 
Menelaus  to  Berea,  a  city  of  Syria,  and  there 
had  him  put  to  death,  when  he  bad  been 
high-priest  ten  years.  He  had  been  a  witked 
and  an  impious  man;  and,  in  order  to  get 
the  government  to  himself,  had  compelled  his 
nation  to  transgress  their  own  laws.  After 
the  death  qf  Menelaus,  Alcimus,  who  was 
also  called  Jacimus,  was  made  bik'h- priest. 
But  when"king  Antiochus  found  that  Philip 
had  already  possessed  himself  of  the  govern- 
ment, he  made  war  against  him,  and  subdued 
him,  and  took  him,  and  slew  him.  >iow,  as 
to  Onias,  the  son  of  tbe  hiyb-priest,  who,  as 
we  before  informed  you,  was  left  a  child 
when  his  father  died,  when  he  siiw  that  the 
kiug  had  slain  his  uncle  Menelaus,  and  given 
tbe  high-priesthood  to  Alcinms,  who  was  not 
of  the  bigb-priest  stock,  but  was  induced  by 
Lysias  to  translate  that  dignity  from  bis  fa- 
mily to  another  bouse,  he  ded  to  Ptolemy, 
king  of  Egvpt;  and  when  lie  found  he  was 
in  great  esteem  with  him,  and  willi  bis  \Mfv 
Cleopatra,  he  desired  ami  obtained  a  place  in 
tbe  JS'omus  of  Heliopolis,  wherein  he  built  a 
temple  like  to  that  at  Jerusalem;  of  wliieb, 
ther^'fore,  we  shall  bcrenfter  give  an  account, 
in  a  place  more  proper  for  it. 


CHAPTEn  X. 

HOW  BACCniDES,  THE  GENERAL  OF  DEMETRT- 
US'S  ARMY,  MADE  AN  i;XPEDIT10:\  AGAINST 
JUDKA,  AND  KETURNLD  WITMOL'T  SLC- 
CKSS;  AND  HOW  NILANOR  WAS  SENT  A 
LITTI-E  AFTERWARD  AGAINST  JUDaS,  AND 
PEUISHID,  TOGKTHKll  WITH  HIS  AUMY;  A9 
ALSO  CONCERNING  THE  DEATH  OF  ALCl- 
ML'S,   AND  THE  SUCCESSION  OF  JUDAS. 

§  I.  Abott  the  same  time  Demetrius,  the 
son  of  Sfcleucus,  ded  away  from  Rome,  and 
took  Tripoli,  a  city  of  Syria,  and  set  the  dia- 
dem on  his  own  head.  He  idso  gathered  eer- 
tain  mercenary  soldiers  together,  and  entered 
into  his  kingdom,  and  was  joyfully  received 
by  all,  who  delivered  themselves  up  to  him; 
and  when  they  bad  taken  Antiochus,  the 
king,  anti  Lysias,  they  brought  them  to  liiin 
alive;  both  whom  were  immediately  put  tu 
death  by  tbe  command  of  Demetiiu>,  when 
Antiochus  had  reigned  two  years,  as  we  have 
already  elsewhere  related;  but  there  wore 
now  many  of  the  wicked  Jewish  runagates 
that  came  together  to  him,  and  with  them 
Alcimus  the  high-priest,  who  accused  the 
whole  nation,  and  particularly  Judas  and  his 
brttbren;  and  said  that  thuy  had  slain  all  his 
frie:>ds;  and  that  tfao«e  in  his  kiii^doai  that 
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ivere  of  his  party,  end  waited  for  his  return, 
were  by  them  put  to  death;  that  these  men 
had  ejected  them  out  of  their  own  country, 
and  caused  them  to  be  sojourners  in  a  foreig^n 
land;  and  they  desired  that  he  would  send 
some  one  of  his  own  friends,  and  know  from 
bim  wliat  mischief  Judas's  party  had  done. 

2.  At  this  Demetrius  was  very  ang^ry,  and 
sent  Bacchides  a  friend  of  Antiochus  Epi- 
phanes,'  a  ppod  man,  and  one  that  had  been 
intrusted  with  all  Mesopotamia,  and  gave  him 
an  army,  and  committed  Alcimus  the  high- 
priest  to  his  care ;  and  gave  him  charge  to 
slay  Juda*.  and  those  that  were  with  him. 
So  Bacchides  made  haste,  and  went  out  of 
Antioch  with  his  army;  and  when  he  was 
corne  into  Jitdea,  be  sent  to  Judas  and  his 
brethren,  to  discourse  with  him  about  a  leaijiie 
of  friiTidi^hip  and  peace,  for  he  had  a  mind  to 
take  him  by  treachery;  but  Judas  did  not 
gii'e  credit  to  blm,  for  he  saw  that  he  came 
with  so  fjreat  an  army  as  men  do  not  bring 
when  they  come  to  make  peace,  but  to  make 
war.  However,  some  of  the  people  acqui- 
esced ii^  what  Baccliidi'S  caused  to  be  pro- 
claimed ;  and  supposing  they  should  undergo 
no  con-"idenibIe  harm  from  Alcimus,  who  was 
their  countryman,  they  went  over  to  them; 
and  when  they  bad  received  oaths  from  both 
of  them,  that  neither  they  themselves  nor 
those  of  the  same  sentiments  should  come  to 
any  harm,  they  intrusted  themselves  with 
them ;  but  Bacvhides  troubled  not  himself 
abotit  the  oaths  he  had  taken,  but  slew  three- 
score of  them  ;  although,  by  not  keeping  his 
faith  with  those  that  fir^t  went  over,  he  de- 
terred all  the  rest,  who  had  intentions  to  go 
over  to  him,  from  doing  it;  but  as  he  was 
gone  out  to  Jerusalem,  and  was  at  the  village 
called  Bethzetho,  he  sent  out  and  caught 
many  of  the  deserters,  and  some  of  the  peo- 
ple also,  and  slew  them  all;  and  enjoined  all 
that  lived  in  the  country  to  submit  to  Alci- 
mus. So  he  left  him  there,  with  some  part 
of  the  army,  that  he  might  have  wherewith  to 
keep  the  country  in  obedience,  and  returned 
to  Antioch  to  king  Demetrius. 

3.  But  Alcimus  was  desirous  to  have  the 
dominion  more  firmly  assured  to  him ;  and 
understanding  that  if  be  could  bring  it  about 
that  the  multitude  should  be  his  friends,  he 
should  govern  with  greater  security,  he  spake 
kind  words  to  them  all,  and  discoursed  to  each 
of  the-n  after  an  agreeable  and  pleasant  man- 
ner; by  which  means  he  quickly  had  :i  great 
body  of  men  and  an  army  about  him,  althonph 
the  greater  part  of  them  were  of  the  uick.-:. 
and  the  deserters.  With  these,  whom  he  usud 
as  his  servants  and  soldiers,  he  went  all  over 

♦  It  19  nn  way  pr'>bable  that  Josi-pho*  would  call  Bac- 
cluilfs,  th;it  bittT  and  bloody  enemy  oJ  the  Jews,  as  our 
prr-ifnt  copit-s  have  it.  a  man  go  id,  or  kind,  and  gentle, 
WJiiit  (he  aulliur  of  the  first  hook  of  Maccabees,  whom 
Josephua  here  follows,  instead  of  that  character,  says  of 
nim,  is  that  he  whs  a  great  man  in  the  kmifdom,  and 
faithTiil  lo  his  kioj;  which  wus  very  prohably  Josephus'a 


the  country,  and  slew  all  t'i:i(  he  could  find 
of  Judas's  party;  but  when  Judds  saw  that 
Alcimus  was  already  become  great,  and  had 
destroyed  many  of  the  good  and  holy  men  of 
the  country,  he  also  went  all  over  the  country 
and  destroyed  those  that  were  of  the  other 
party;  but  when  Alcinius  saw  that  he  was 
not  able  to  oppose  Judas,  nor  was  equal  to 
him  in  strength,  he  resolved  to  apply  himself 
to  king  Demetrius  for  his  assistitnoe ;  so  he 
Ciime  to  Antioch,  and  irritated  him  against 
Jiulas,  and  accused  him,  alleging  that  he  had 
undergone  a  great  many  miseries  by  thia 
means,  and  that  he  would  do  more  mischie. 
unless  he  were  prevented,  aiul  brought  to  pu- 
nishment, which  must  be  done  by  sending  a 
powerful  force  ngainst  liim. 

4.  So  Demetrius,  being  already  of  opinion 
that  it  would  be  a  tiling  pernicious  to  his  own 
atfairs  to  overlook  Judas,  now  he  was  becom- 
ing so  great,  sent  agiiinst  bim  N:^*anor,  the 
most  kind  and  most  faithful  of  all  his  friends; 
for  he  it  was  who  th'<l  away  with  him  from 
tlie  citv  of  Home.  He  ;dso  gave  him  as  miiny 
forces  as  he  thought  sullicient  for  him  to  con- 
quer Jtidiis  withal,  and  bade  him  not  to  spiU'C 
the  nation  at  all.  \Vhen  Nicanor  was  como 
to  Jerusalem,  he  did  not  resolve  to  fight  Judus 
immediately,  but  jutlged  it  better  to  get  Inin 
into  his  power  by  trearhery  ;  so  he  sent  him 
a  message  of  pej*ee,  and  said  there  was  no 
muiner  of  necessity  for  them  to  fight  and 
hazard  themselves;  ami  that  ho  would  give 
him  his  oath  that  he  would  do  him  no  barm,' 
for  that  he  only  came  with  some  friends,  lu 
order  to  let  him  know  what  king  Detnetrins's 
intentions  were,  and  what  opitiion  he  had  ot 
their  nation.  When  Nicanor  had  delivered 
tliis  message,  Judas  and  his  brethren  comphed 
with  him,  and  suspecting  no  deceit,  they  gave 
him  assurances  of  frieiulship,  and  received 
Nicanor  ami  his  army  ;  but  \vhile  he  was  sa- 
luting Judas,  and  they  were  talking  together, 
he  gave  a  certain  signal  to  his  own  soldiers, 
upon  which  they  were  to  seize  upon  Jud^s; 
but  he  perceived  the  treachery,  and  ran  back 
to  his  own  soldiers,  and  fled  away  with  them. 
So  upon  this  discovery  of  his  purpose,  and  of 
the  snares  laid  for  Judas,  Nicanor  determined 
to  make  open  war  with  him,  and  gathered  his 
army  together,  and  prepared  for  fighting  him; 
and  upon  joining  battle  with  him  at  a  certain 
village  called  Capharsalama,  he  beat  Judas, f 
and  forced  him  to  fly  to  that  citadel  which 
was  at  Jerusalem. 

fi  And  when  Nicanor  came  down  from  the 
citadel  into  the  temple,  some  of  the  priests 
and  elders  met  him,  and  saluted  him;    and 

+  Josephns's  copies  must  have  been  comiptecl  whec 
they  here  pive  rictory  to  Nicanor,  contrary  to  tlie  words 
following,  which  imply,  that  he  who  was  beaten  fled  into 
the  citadel,  whtrli  |<>r  certain  belon^jed  to  the  city  of  Da- 
vid or  to  mount  Zioii.  and  wa«  in  the  possession  of  Nico- 
nor's  garrison,  and  not  ol  Jiidas's;  as  also  it  is  Contrary 
tn  the  express  words  of  Josephii-^'s  orii^inal  author.  I 
M:t,ccab  vii.  :i2,  who  Ba>s  lliat  Nicanor  Io»t  about  6,000 
men,  aud  fled  to  the  city  of  David. 
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Bbowed  him  the  sacrifices  which  the v  said  1 
they  otfercd  to  God  fur  the  king^:  upon  which 
he  blasphemed,  and  threatened  them,  that  un- 
less the  people  would  deliver  up  Judas  to  him, 
upon  his  return  he  would  pull  down  their  tem- 
ple. And  when  he  had  thus  threatened  them, 
he  departed  from  Jerusalem:  but  the  priests 
fell  into  tears  out  of  grief  at  what  he  had  said, 
and  besought  God  to  deliver  them  from  their 
enemies.  But  now  Nicanor,  when  he  was 
gone  out  of  Jerusalem,  and  was  at  a  certain 
village  called  Bethoron,  he  there  pitched  his 
camp,  —  another  army  out  of  Syria  having 
joined  him.  And  Judas  pitched  his  camp  at 
Adasa,  another  village,  which  was  thirty  fur- 
longs distant  from  Bethoron,  having  no  more 
than  one  thousand  soldiers.  And  when  he 
had  encouraged  them  not  to  be  dismayed  at 
the  multitude  of  their  enemies,  nor  to  regard 
how  many  they  were  against  whom  they  were 
going  to  fight,  but  to  consider  who  they 
themselves  were,  and  for  what  great  rewards 
they  hazarded  themselves,  and  to  attack  the 
enemy  courageously,  he  led  them  out  to  fight, 
and  joining  battle  with  Kicanor.  which  proved 
to  be  a  severe  one,  he  overcame  the  enemy, 
and  slew  many  of  them;  and  at  last  Is'icanor 
himself,  as  he  was  fighting  gloriously,  fell: 
upon  whose  fall  the  army  did  not  stay;  but 
when  they  had  lost  their  general,  they  were 
put  to  flight,  and  threw  down  their  arms. 
Judas  also  pursued  them  and  slew  them;  and 
gave  notice  by  the  sound  of  his  trumpets  to 
•the  neighbouring  villages  that  he  had  con- 
quered the  enemy;  which  when  the  inhabi- 
tants heard,  they  put  on  their  armour  hastily, 
and  met  their  enemies  in  the  face  as  they  were 
running  away,  and  slew  them,  insomuch  that 
not  one  of  them  escaped  out  of  this  battle: 
who  were  in  number  nine  thousand.  This 
victory  happened  to  fall  on  the  thirteenth  day 
of  that  month  which  by  the  Jews  is  called 
Adar,  and  by  the  Macedonians  Dystrus:  and 
the  Jews  therein  celebrate  this  victory  every 
year,  and  esteem  it  as  a  festival  day.  After 
which  the  Jewish  nation  were,  for  a  while, 
free  from  wars,  and  enjoyed  peace;  but  after- 
ward they  returned  into  their  former  state  of 
wars  and  hazards. 

G.  But  row  as  the  high-priest  Alcimus  was 
resulving  to  puU  down  the  wall  of  the  sanc- 
tuary, which  had  been  there  of  old  time,  and 
had  been  built  by  the  holy  prophets,*  he  was 
smitten  suddenly  by  God,  and  fell  down. 
This  stroke  made  him  fall  down  speechless 
upon  the  ground;  and  undergoing  torments 
for  many  days,  he  at  length  died,  when  he 
had  been  high-priest  four  years.      And  when 

•  This  account  of  the  miserable  death  ofAlcimas  or 
Jariniua.  the  wicked  hi«h-priesl  (the  first  that  was  not 
of  the  lamily  of  tite  bi^h-prie$ts,  and  mnile  by  a  vile 
heaiben,  Ljsias).  before  the  death  of  .ludjs.  and  ot  Jii- 
dii^'s  sucressiuD  to  him  as  tiit;li-prie&t,  both  here  and  at 
the  cuuujusioa  of  this  book,  direClK  contradicts  1  >!:ie. 
IX.  il--57,  which  places  his  death  afler  the  death  of  Jti- 
Oas,  and  iaj*  ■^>l  a  syllabic  ot   the  high- piles t hood  of 


be  was  dead,  the  people  bestowed  the  bigb* 
priesthood  on  Judas;  who  hearing  of  the  power 
of  the  Romans, t  and  that  they  had  conquered 
in  war  Galatia,  and  Iberia,  and  Carthage,  and 
Lybia;  and  that,  besides  these,  they  had  sub- 
dued Greece,  and  their  kings,  Perseus,  and 
Philip,  and  Antiochus  the  Great  also,  be 
resolved  to  enter  into  a  league  of  friend- 
ship with  them.  He  therefore  sent  to  Rome 
some  of  his  friends,  Eupolemus  the  son  ot 
John,  and  Jason  the  son  of  Eleazar,  and  by 
them  desired  the  Romans  that  they  would  as- 
sist them,  and  he  their  friends,  and  would 
write  to  Demetrius  that  he  would  not  fight 
against  the  Jews.  So  the  senate  received  the 
ambassadors  that  came  from  Judas  to  Rome, 
and  discoursed  with  them  about  the  errand  on 
which  they  came,  and  then  granted  them  a 
league  of  assistance.  They  also  made  a  de- 
cree concerning  it,  and  sent  a  copy  of  it  into 
Judea.  It  was  also  laid  up  in  the  capitol, 
and  engraven  in  brass.  The  decree  itself  was 
this: — "The  decree  of  the  senate  concerning 
a  league  of  assistance  and  friendship  with  the 
nation  of  the  Jews.  It  shall  not  h^  lawful 
for  any  that  are  subject  to  the  Romans  to 
make  war  with  the  nation  of  the  Jews,  nor  to 
assist  those  that  do  so,  either  by  sending  theoi 
corn,  or  ships,  or  money.  And  if  any  attack 
he  made  upon  the  Jews,  the  Romans  shaU 
assist  them,  as  far  as  they  are  able ;  and  aj^ain, 
if  any  attack  be  made  upon  the  Romans,  the 
Jews  shall  assist  them.  And  if  the  Jews  have 
a  mind  to  add  to,  or  to  take  away  any  thing 
from,  this  league  of  assistance,  that  shall  be 
done  with  the  common  consent  of  the  Ro- 
mans. And  whatsoever  addition  shall  thus 
be  made,  it  shall  be  of  force."  This  decree 
was  written  by  Eupolemus  the  son  of  John, 
and  by  Jason  the  son  of  Eleazar,^  when 
Judas  was  high-priest  of  the  nation,  and  Si- 
mon his  brother  was  general  of  the  army. 
And  this  was  the  first  league  that  the  Ro- 
mans made  with  the  Jews,  and  was  managei^ 
after  this  manner. 


CHAPTER  XL 

THAT  BACCHIDES  WAS  AGAIX  SENT  OCT 
AGAINST  JUnAS;  AND  HOW  JUDAS  FKLL  A3 
HE  WAS  COL'RAGEOL'SEY  FIGHTING. 

§   I.   But  when   Demetrius  was  informed  of 
the  death  of  Kicanor,  and  of  the  destruction 

+  Row  well  the  Roman  histories  apree  to  this  account 
of  the  conquest!  and  powerful  conilition  of  the  Romans 
»t  ihl-i  time. —  see  the  notes  in  Haferramp's  edition:  ooly, 
thai  the  number  of  the  senators  of  Rome  was  tb'-n  just 
3JM,  is,  I  think,  onlv  kniwn  fmm  1  Macrab.  riii.  iS. 

I  This  Biib<cripl!on  is  wanrine.  1  Maccab.  viiL  17, 
99.  and  must  be  t)>e  worrts  of  Josephns.  who,  bj  mi»- 
\iti,f,  ihoiishl.  as  w>'  hare  just  n"w  *e^n,  that  Judas  j»as 
ai  ih  6  time  hteh-criest.  and  aecnrdin^ly  then  reckoned 
hi^  brother  Jonathan  to  be  the  penrral  of  the  army, 
which  yet  be  seems  pat  to  have  been  till  alter  tlie  dnUk 
uf  Judai. 
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of  the  army  that  was  with  him,  be  sent  Bac- 
cbiiies  aguin  with  an  army  into  Judea,  who 
marched  out  of  Aiuiocb,  and  came  into  Judea, 
and  pitched  his  camp  at  Arbela,  a  city  of  Ga< 
(ilee ;  and  having  besieged  and  taken  those 
<hat  were  in  caves  (for  many  of  the  people 
tied  into  such  places),  he  removed,  and  made 
all  the  haste  he  could  to  Jerusalena.  And 
when  he  had  learned  that  Judas  had  pitched 
his  camp  at  a  certain  village  whose  name  was 


were  twenty  thousand  footmen,  and  two  thou 
iand  horsemen.  Now  Judas  had  no  more  sol- 
diers than  one  thousand."  When  these  saw 
the  multitude  of  Bacchirtes*s  men,  they  were 
afraid,  and  left  their  camp,  and  fled  ali  away, 
excepting  eight  hundred.  Now  when  Judas 
was  deserted  by  his  own  t-oldiers,  and  the 
enemy  pressed  upon  him,  and  gave  him  no 
time  to  gather  his  army  together,  he  was  dis- 
posed to  fight  with  Bacciiides's  army,  tliough 


placed  before  the  whole  army,  but  i,vas  him- 
self on  the  right  wing.  And  when  he  had 
thus  put  his  army  in  order  of  battle,  and  was 
going  to  join  bsittle  with  the  enemy,  he  com- 
manded the  trumpeter  to  give  a  signal  of  bat- 
tle, and  the  army  to  make  a  shout,  and  to  foil 
on  the  enemy.  And  when  Judas  had  done  the 
same,  he  joined  battle  with  them:  and  as  both 
sides  fought  valiantly,  and  the  battle  continued 
till  sun-set,  Judas  saw  that  Bacchides  and  the 


Bethzetho,  he  led  his  army  against  him:  they    strongest  part  of  the  army  was  in  the  right 


wing,  and  thert'upon  took  the  most  courage- 
ous men  witli  him,  and  ran  upon  that  part  of 
the  army,  and  fell  upon  those  that  were  there 
and  !>roke  their  ranks,  and  drove  them  into 
the  middle,  and  forced  them  to  run  away,  and 
pursued  them  as  far  as  to  a  mountain  called 
Axa;  hut  when  those  of  the  left  wing  saw 
that  the  right  wing  was  put  to  flight,  they 
encompassed  Judas,  and  pursued  him,  and 
came  behind  him,  and  took  him  into  the  mid- 


he  had  but  eight  hundred  men  with  hi(n;  so  i  die  of  their  army ;  so  not  being  able  to  flv,  but 


he  exhorted  these  men  to  undergo  the  danger 
courageously,  and  encouraged  them  to  attack 
the  enemy.  An4  when  they  said  they  were 
not  a  body  suificient  to  fight  so  great  an  army, 
and  advised  that  they  shouM  retire  now  and 
save  themselves,  and  that  when  he  had  ga- 
thered his  own  men  together,  then  he  should 
till  upon  the  enemy  afterwards,  his  answer 
was  this: — *'Let  not  the  sun  ever  see  such  a 
thing,  that  I  should  show  my  l>a<!k  to  the 
enemy;  and  although  tliis  be  the  time  that 
will  bring  me  to  my  end,  and  I  must  die  in 
tliis  battle,  I  will  rather  stand  to  it  courage- 
ously, and  bear  whatsoever  comes  upon  me, 
than  by  now  running  away,  bring  reproach 
upon  my  former  great  actions,  or  tarnish  their 
glory/*  This  was  the  speech  he  made  to  those 
that  remained  with  him,  and  whereby  he  en- 
couraged them  to  attack  the  enemy. 

2.  But  Bacchides  drew  his  army  out  of 
their  camp,  and  put  them  in  array  for  the  bat- 
tle. He  set  the  horsemen  on  both  the  wings, 
aud  the   light  soldiers  and   the   archers  be 

•  That  tbia  copy  of  JosepTitis,  as  he  wrote  il,  had  here 
not  lUOO  but  3.000,  with  I  Mac.  ix.  .5.  is  v.-ry  plain ;  be- 
cause  though  the  main  part  ran  away  at  first,  even  in 
Josepbus,  as  well  a£  in  1  Mac.  ix.  6,  >et,  aa  there,  so 
hen;.  WW  arc  said  to  have  remained  with  Judas;  which 
Trould  b«  absurdjif  tJae  vbal«  Diunber  had  been  no  more 
Uu.D  1,000. 


encompassed  round  alwut  with  enemies,  he 
stood  still,  and  lie  and  those  that  were  with 
him  fought;  and  when  he  bad  slain  a  great 
many  of  those  that  came  against  him,  he  at  hist 
was  himself  wounded,  and  fell,  and  gave  up  the 
ghost,  and  died  in  a  way  like  to  his  former  fa- 
mous actions.  When  Judas  was  dead,  those 
that  were  with  him  had  no  one  that  they  could 
regard  [as  their  commander];  but  when  they 
saw  themselves  deprived  of  such  a  general, 
they  fled.  But  Simon  and  Jonathan,  Judas's 
brethren,  received  bis  dead  body,  by  a  treaty, 
from  the  enemy,  and  carried  it  to  the  village 
iModin,  where  their  father  had  been  buried, 
and  there  buried  him;  while  the  multitude 
lamented  him  many  days,  and  performed  the 
usual  solemn  rites  of  a  funeral  to  him.  And 
this  was  the  end  that  Judas  came  to.  He  had 
been  a  man  of  valour  and  a  great  warrior,  and 
mindful  of  all  the  commands  of  his  father 
Mattathias;  and  had  undergone  all  dilFicul- 
ties,  both  in  doing  and  suffering,  for  the  liber- 
ty of  his  countrymen.  And  when  his  cha- 
racter was  so  excellent  [while  he  was  alive], 
he  left  behind  him  a  glorious  reputation  and 
memorial,  by  gaining  freedom  for  his  nation, 
and  delivering  them  from  slavery  under  the 
Macedonians.  And  when  be  bad  retained  the 
high-priesthood  three  years,  be  died. 
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BOOK  XIII. 

eONTAIXINO  TRS  IMTERTAL  OF  XIOBTT-TWO  TBAI& 

FBOM  THE  DEATH  OF  JUDAS  MACCABEUS  TO  QUEEN  AL£XAS- 
DRA'S  DEATH. 


CHAPTER  L 

HOW  JONATHAN  TOOK  THE  COTERNMENT 
AFTER  HIS  BROTHfR  JIDAS;  AND  HOW 
HE,  TOGETHER  WITH  HIS  BROTHER  SIMON, 
WAGED   WAR  AGAINST  BACCHIDES. 

§  1.  By  what  means  the  nation  of  the  Jews 
recovered  their  tVceciom  when  they  bad  been 
brought  into  slavery  by  the  Macedonians,  and 
what  struggles,  and  how  many  preat  battles. 
Jddas,  the  general  of  their  army,  ran  through 
till  he  was  slain  as  be  was  lighting  for  them, 
hiith  been  related  in  the  foregoing  book:  but 
ai'ier  he  was  dead,  all  the  wicked  and  those 
that  transgressed  the  laws  of  their  forefathers, 
sprang  up  again  in  Jiidea,  and  grew  upon 
tiiem,  and  distressed  them  on  every  side.  A 
famine  also  assisted  their  wickedness,  and  af- 
flicted the  country,  till  not »  few,  «  ho  by  reason 
of  their  want  of  necessaries,  and  because  they 
were  not  able  to  bear  up  against  the  miseries 
that  both  the  famine  and  their  enemies  brought 
upon  them,  deserted  their  country,  ajid  went 
to  the  Macedonians.  And  now  Baccbidei 
gathered  those  Jews  together  who  had  apos- 
tatized from  the  accustomed  way  of  living 
of  their  forefathers,  ^nd  chose  to  live  like 
their  neighbours,  and  committed  the  care  of  the 
country  to  them ;  who  also  caught  the  friends 
of  Judas,  and  those  of  bis  party,  and  deli- 
vered them  up  to  Baccbides,  who,  when  be 
had,  in  the  first  place,  tortured  and  tor- 
mented them  at  his  pleasure,  he,  by  that 
means,  at  length  killed  them.  And  when 
this  calamity  of  the  Jews  was  become  so 
great,  as  they  had  never  had  experience  of 
the  like  since  their  return  out  of  Babylon, 
those  that  remained  of  the  companions  of 
Judas,  seeing  that  the  nation  was  about  to  be 
destroyed  after  a  miserable  manner,  came  to 
bis  brother  Jonathan,  and  desired  him  that  he 
would  imitate  his  brother,  and  that  care 
which  he  took  of  his  countrymen,  for  whose 
liberty  in  general  he  died  also;  and  that  he 
would  not  permit  the  nation  to  be  without  a 
governor,  espedaUy  in  tho^  destructive  cir> 


rumstances  wherein  it  now  was.  And  wliea 
Jonathan  said  that  he  was  ready  to  die  for 
them,  and  was  indeed  esteemed  no  way  in- 
ferior to  his  brother,  be  was  appointed  to  be 
the  general  of  the  Jewish  army. 

2.  When  Bacchides  heard  this,  and  wa9 
afraid  that  Jonathan  might  be  very  trouble- 
some to  the  king  and  the  Macedonians,  as 
Judas  bad  been  before  him,  he  sought  how  he 
might  slay  him  by  treachery:  but  this  inten- 
tion of  his  was  not  unknown  to  Jonathan,  nor 
his  brother  Simon;  but  when  these  two  were 
apprised  of  it,  they  took  all  their  companions, 
and  presently  fled  into  that  wilderness  which 
was  nearest  to  the  city ;  and  when  they  were 
come  to  a  lake  railed  Asphar,  they  abode 
there.  But  when  Baccbides  was  sensible 
that  they  were  in  a  low  state,  and  were  in  that 
place,  he  basted  to  fall  upon  them  with  all 
his  forces,  and  pitching  his  camp  beyond  Jor- 
dan, he  recruited  his  army;  but  when  Jona- 
than knew  that  Baccbides  was  coming  upon 
him,  he  sent  his  brother  John,  who  was  also 
called  Gaddis,  to  the  Nabatean  Arabs,  that 
he  might  lodge  his  baggage  with  them  until 
the  battle  with  Baccbides  should  be  over,  for 
they  were  the  Jews'  friends.  And  the  sons 
of  Ambri  laid  an  ambush  for  John,  from  the 
city  Medaba,  and  seized  upon  him,  and  upon 
those  that  were  with  him,  and  plundered  all 
that  they  had  with  tbero :  they  also  slew  John, 
and  all  his  companions.  However,  they  were 
sufficiently  punished  for  what  they  now  did 
by  John's  brethren,  as  we  shall  relate  pre- 
sently. 

3.  But  when  Baccbides  knew  that  Jona- 
than had  pitched  his  camp  among  the  lakes 
of  Jordan,  he  observed  when  their  Sabbath- 
day  came,  and  then  assaulted  him,  as  supposing 
that  he  would  not  fight  because  of  the  law 
[for  resting  on  that  day]:  but  he  exhorted 
his  companions  [to  fight];  and  told  them, 
that  their  lives  were  at  stake,  since  tliey  were 
encompassed  by  the  river,  and  by  their  ene- 
mies, and  had  no  way  to  escape,  for  that  their 
enemies  pressed  upon  them  before,  and  the 
river    was    behind  them.     So,  etter  be  baA 
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praved  to  God  to  give  them  the  victory,  he 
ioined  battle  with  the  enemy,  of  whom  he 
oviTthrcw  many:  and  as  he  saw  Bacchides 
coming;  up  boldly  to  him,  be  stretched  out  his 
tight  band  to  smite  him;  but  the  other  fore- 
seeing nnd  avoiding  the  stroke,  Jonathan  with 
his  companions  leaped  into  the  river,  and 
swam  over  it,  ^^nd  by  that  means  escaped  be- 
vond  Jordan,  while  the  enemy  did  not  pass 
over  that  rive'*;  but  Bacchides  returned  pre- 
sently to  the  citadel  at  Jerusalem,  having  lost 
Bbout  two  thousand  of  his  army.  He  also 
fortified  many  cities  of  Judea,  whose  walls 
h»d  bi'cn  demolished  ;  Jericho,  and  Emmaus. 
tmd  Ikthoron,  and  Bethel,  and  Timna.  and 
Pharatbo,  and  Tecoa,  and  Gazara,  and  built 
towers  in  every  one  of  these  cities,  and  en- 
ctmipassed  them  with  strong  walls,  that  were 
very  large  also,  and  put  garrisons  into  them, 
that  they  might  i«sue  out  of  them,  and  do 
mischief  to  the  Jews.  He  also  fortified  the 
Dtiidel  at  Jerusfllem  more  than  all  the  rest. 
.Moreover,  he  took  the  sons  of  the  principal 
Jews  as  pledges,  and  shut  them  up  in  the 
oitadel,  and  in  that  manner  guarded  it. 

4,  About  the  same  time,  one  came  to  Jo- 
nathan, and  to  his  brother  Simon,  and  told 
them  that  the  «0!is  of  Ainbri  were  celebrating 
a  marriage,  and  bringing  the  bride  from  the 
city  Gibatha,  who  was  the  daughter  of  one  of 
the  illustrious  men  among  the  Arabians,  and 
that  the  damsel  was  to  be  conducted  with 
pnmp  and  splendour,  and  much  riches;  so 
Jonathan  and  Simon  thinking  this  appeared 
to  he  the  fittest  time  for  them  to  avenge  the 
ih'athnf  their  brother,  and  that  they  had  forces 
cuHicieiit  for  receivitig  saU!»tactioii  tiom  tbcm 
for  his  deatti,  Ihey  made  haste  to  Medaba,  and 
lay  in  wait  am«>ng  the  mountains  fur  the  com- 
ing of  thtir  enemies;  and  as  sooti  as  they  saw 
tbem  conducting  the  virgin  and  the  bride- 
groom, and  giuh  a  ^reat  company  of  their 
ijjeii'ls  with  them  as  was  to  be  expected  at  this 
wedding,  tbcy  i-allied  out  of  their  ambush  and 
slew  tbem  all,  and  took  (heir  ornaments,  and 
alt  the  prey  that  then  tollowed  tbem,  and  so 
returned  and  recti \'ed  ibis  satistai-tion  for 
their  brother  John  from  the  sons  of  Ambri; 
for  as  well  these  tsons  theinselve-'  as  tbeir 
friends,  and  \\i\es,  and  children,  that  followed 
tbtrm,  perished,  being  in  number  about  four 
hundred. 

6.  However,  Simon  and  Jonathan  returned 
to  the  lakes  of  the  river,  and  abode  there;  but 
Bacchides,  when  he  bad  secured  all  Judea 
vvit.h  his  garrisons,  returned  to  the  king;  and 
tnen  it  ^^as  thai  tbj  alfuirs  of  Judea  were  quiet 
for  two  yearsi  but  when  the  deserters  and  the 
Wicked  saw  that  Jonathan  and  those  that  were 
tvilh  him  lived  in  the  country  verv  quietly,  by 
icabOn  of  ihf  peace,  they  sent  to  king  Deine- 
cr:Uf.,  and  excited  him  to  send  Bacchides  to 
fceize  upon  Joimtfaan,  which  they  said  was  to 
be  done  without  any  trouble,  arui  in  one 
ni^bl  b  liii.c;  ui:d  that  it  ibey  fell  upon  tbem 


before  they  were  aware,  they  might  slay  them 
all.  So  the  king  seiit  Bacchides,  who.  v.hen 
he  was  come  into  Judea,  wrote  to  nil  bis 
friends,  both  Jews  and  auxiliaries,  that  they 
siiould  seize  upon  Jonathan  and  bring  iiim  to 
him;  and  when,  upon  all  tbeir  endeavours, 
they  were  not  able  to  seize  upon  Jonathan, 
for  he  was  sensible  of  the  snares  they  laid  for 
him,  and  very  carefully  guarded  against  tbem, 
Bacchides  was  angry  at  these  deserters,  as 
having  imposed  upon  him,  and  upon  the  king, 
and  slew  fifty  of  tbuir  leaders;  whereupon 
Jonatlian  with  hi-;  brother,  and  those  that 
were  with  him,  retired  to  Betba^'la,  a  village 
that  lay  in  the  wilderness,  out  of  his  fear  of 
Bacchides.  He  also  built  towers  in  it,  find' 
encompassed  it  with  walls,  and  took  care  that 
it  should  be  safely  guarded.  Upon  the  hear- 
ing of  which  Biicchitles  led  bis  own  army 
along  with  him.  and  besides  took  his  Jewish 
auxiliaries,  and  came  aj.'ainst  Jomtthan,  and 
made  an  assault  upon  his  fortifications,  and 
besieged  him  many  dajs,  but  Jonnthnn  did 
not  abate  of  his  courage  at  the  zeal  Bacchides 
used  in  the  ?iege.  but  courageously  opposed 
him;  and  uliile  be  left  his  brother  Sin:on  in 
the  city  to  fi^;lit  willi  Hacebides,  he  went  pri- 
vately out  bini-tlf  into  the  country,  aid  got 
a  great  body  of  men  together  of  bis  own  p:'rty, 
and  fill  upon  IJacchides's  camp  in  the  night- 
time, atid  destroyed  a  great  many  of  them. 
His  brother  Simon  knew  also  of  this  bis  bill- 
ing upon  them,  because  he  perceived  that  the 
eiiein.es  were  slain  by  him,  so  be  sallied  out 
upon  tbem,  and  burnt  the  engines  which  the 
M.ieedoniaiis  used,  and  made  a  great  slau^'h- 
terof  ibem;  and  when  Bacchides  saw  himself 
encompassed  with  eneinies,  and  some  of  tbem 
before,  arul  some  behind  him,  he  fell  into  de- 
spair and  trouble  of  mind,  as  confounded  at 
the  unexpected  ill  success  of  this  siege. 
However,  he  vented  his  dis[deasure  at  these 
misfortunes  upon  those  deserters  who  sent 
for  him  from  the  king,  as  having  dehnled 
iiim.  So  be  had  a  mind  to  put  an  end  to 
this  siege  after  a  decent  manner,  if  it  were 
possible  for  him  so  to  do,  and  then  to  return 
home. 

C.  When  Jonathan  understood  these  bis 
iiilentions.  he  sent  ambassadors  to  him  about 
a  league  of  frieiuisbip  and  mutual  assistance, 
and  that  they  might  restore  those  they  had 
taken  captive  on  both  sides.  So  Bacchides 
thought  this  a  pretty  decent  way  of  retiring 
home,  and  made  a  league  of  frieiuisbip  with 
Jonathan,  when  they  sware  that  they  would 
not  any  more  make  war  against  one  another. 
Accordingly,  he  restored  the  captives,  and 
look  his  own  men  with  him,  and  returned  to 
the  king  at  Antioch;  and  after  this  his  de- 
p  irture,  he  never  came  into  Judea  aga^n. 
Then  did  Jonathan  take  the  opportunity  ^ 
tliis  quiet  state  of  things,  ai.d  went  and  lived 
in  the  city  Micbinasb.  and  there  governed 
the  mi'Uitude.  a.io  punished  the  wicked  aaO 
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ungodly,  and  by  that  means  purged  the  na- 
tion  ot  them. 

CHAPTER  n. 

now  ALEXANDER  [BALa],  IN  HI3  WAE  WITH 
UEMETRU'S,  GRANTED  JONATHAN  MANY 
ADVANTAGES,  AND  APPOINTED  HIM  TO  BE 
HIGH-PKIEST,  AND  PEBSIADED  IlIM  TO  AS- 
SIST HIM,  ALTHOUGH  DEMETBIC3  PRO- 
MISrD  HIM  GREATER  ADVANTAGES  ON  THE 
OTHER  SIDE.  CONCERNING  THE  DEATH  OF 
DEMETBICS. 

^   I.  Now  in  the  hundred  and  sixtieth  year, 
h  111!  out  that  Alexander,  the  son  of  Antio- 
hus  Epiphanes,*  came    up  into  S^ria,   and 
took  Piulemais,  the  soldiers  having  betrayeil 
i    to  him,  for  they  were  at  enmity  with  De- 
noetriui,  on  account  of  his  insolence  and  dif- 
tii-  ilty  of  access:  for  he  shut  himself  up  in  a 
pilice  of  his  that  had  four  toivers,  which  he 
had  built  himself  not  far  from  Aiitioch,  ami 
a<1iTiitted  no  body.      He  was  withal  slothful 
ai  d  negligent  about  the  public  affairs,  where- 
by thehiitred  of  his  subjects  was  the  more 
kindled  against  him,  as  we  have  elsewhere 
already  related.     When,  therefore,  Demetrius 
hi-ard    that  Alexander  was  in  Ptolemais,  he 
took    his    whole    army   and    led    it    against 
bim ;  he  also  sent  ambassadors  to  Jonathan 
aliout    a    league    of    mutual   assistance   and 
friendship,  for  he  resolved  to  be  beforehand 
with  Alexander,  lest  the  other  should  treat 
with    him    first,    and    gain    assistance    from 
him:    and  this    he    did  out  of  the    fear   he 
bad    lest   Jonathan    should    remember    how 
ill  Demetrius  bad  formerly  treated  him,  and 
should  join  with  him  in  this  war  against  him. 
He  therefore  gave  orders  that  Jonathan  should 
be  allowed  to  raise  an  army,  and  should  get 
Brmour  made,  and  should  receive  back  those 
hostages  of  the  Jewish  nation  whom  Bacchi- 
des  had  shut  up  in  the  citadel  of  Jerusalem. 
When  this  good  fortune  had  befallen  Jona- 
than,   by  the    concession  of  Demetrius,    h 


he  delivered  every  one  of  them  to  his  own 
parents;  and  thus  did  Jonathan  make  bit 
ahode  at  Jerusalem,  renewing  the  city  to  a 
hetter  state,  and  reforming  the  buildings  as 
he  pleased;  for  he  gave  orders  that  the  walls 
of  the  city  should  be  rebuilt  with  square 
stones,  that  it  might  be  more  secure  from 
their  enemies;  and  when  those  that  kept  tb« 
garrisons  that  were  in  Judea  saw  this,  they  all 
left  them,  and  fled  to  Antioch,  excepring 
those  that  were  in  the  citv  Bethsura.  and 
those  that  were  in  the  citadel  of  Jerusalem, 
for  the  greater  part  of  these  was  of  the  wicked 
Jews  and  deserters,  and  on  that  account  these 
did  not  deliver  up  their  garrisons. 

2.  When  Alexander  knew  what  premises 
Demetrius  bad  made  Jonathan,  and  withal 
knew  bis  courage,  and  what  great  things  be 
had  done  when  be  fought  the  Macedonians, 
and  besides  what  hardships  he  had  unilrrgo;ie 
by  the  means  of  Demetrius,  and  of  Bacchi. 
des,  the  general  of  Demetrius's  army,  h«  told 
his  friends  that  he  could  not  at  present  6iid 
any  one  else  that  might  afford  him  better  as- 
sistance than  Jonathan,  who  was  both  coura- 
geous against  his  enemies,  and  had  a  pafticu- 
lar  hatred  against  Demetrius,  as  having  both 
suffered  many  hard  things  from  bim,  and 
acted  many  hard  things  against  him.  If, 
therefore,  they  were  of  opinion  that  they 
should  make  him  their  friend  against  D  ime- 
trius,  it  was  more  for  their  advantage  to  in- 
vite him  to  assist  them  now  than  at  another 
time.  It  being  therefore  determined  by  him 
and  his  friends  to  send  to  Jonathan,  be  wrote 
to  him  this  epistle: — "  King  Alexander  to 
his  brother  Jonathan,  sendeth  greeting.  We 
have  long  ago  heard  of  thy  courage  and  thy 
fidelity,  and  for  that  reason  have  sent  to  thee, 
to  make  with  thee  a  league  of  friendship  and 
mutual  assistance.  We  therefore  do  ordain 
thee  this  day  the  high-priest  of  the  Jews,  and 
that  thou  beest  called  my  friend.  I  have  also 
sent  thee,  as  presents,  a  purple  robe  and  a 

^. ......     „,;    golden  crown,  and  desire  that,  now  thou  art 

came  to  Jerusalem,  and  read  the  king's  letter  I  ^^  ""  honoured,  thou  wilt  in  like  manner  re- 
in the  audience  of  the  people,  and  of  those  rP**^'  "^  '''^°-" 

that  kept  the  citadel.    When  these  were  read,  I ,    "*•  ^^^^"  Jonathan  had  received  this  letter, 
these  wicked  men  and  deserters,  who  were  iii    ^  P"'  °"  ^^^  pontifical  robe  at  the  time  H 


the   citadel,  were    greatly  afraid,  upon    th_ 

king's  permission    to  Jonathan    to    raise    an 

army,  and  to  receive  back  the  hostages:  so 

•This   Alriatider  Bali,  who  Mrtainly  pmrndrd  to 


the  feast  of  tabernacles,f  four  years  after  thi' 
I  death  of  his  brother  Judas,  for  at  that  timi 
I  no  high-priest  had  been  made.  So  be  raisei 
I  great    forces,  and  had  abundance  of  armoui 


Ve  ih.f«<>n  nf  A nuochus  Epiphanev  and  w!u  owned  for' sot  read V.     This  greatly  grieved  Deraetriuj 
'^^''b/^Te^Tl«„'ri^7d?,t''d"lT.°'  "''''''•.''"'''" ''^''  ^^  ^^"""^  °^  "•  »"d  "'*<^e  tim   bl.ime 

ti  IS  D>  s*'Teral  Distonans  aettnea  to  )i«  a  counlcifeil,    u:_,,„trf„     i.-       i  t_    .  ,      ,      , 

and  01  no  famili  at  all,  is,  however,  by  Jo.epha»    be'    '"'"'^"  '°'  "IS  slowness,  that  he  bad  not  pre- 

ori;l'tl''.r>7,'^l,'.'ir  T'  "'","'  !*"'  *;"<^';°'. '.■■")        +  Sin«  Jonathan  plainly  did  ret  pot  on  the  pontifical 
^'e  o^^nlal  'roolT  »ccord,nfly;  and   truly,  ,i„ce    rT,be,  1,11  «Ten  oreijbt  years  after  the  death  of  bi.  bro. 


iTsi  took  of  Maccabrfs  (x.  1)  calls  him  b;  bis  father's 
'lame.  Kpiphanes.  and  sajs  he  was  the  son  of  Aniiocbus. 
I  suppose  the  other  uriters,  who  are  all  much  later,  ar« 
■*t  lo  be  followed  against  such  t-vidence.  though   per- 


•  lOof  ihe  Selencidffi  fl  M^rcab.  x.  21),  Pelitus's  en-en. 
•ifttion  s««ms  here  to  deserve  coosidention,  who,  insb^ 
"f  "  after  lour  >eftr»  since  the  death  of  hi«  brother  Ja- 

>;.«,.  I  «;..!, i.*l        r.'i     ...— ^..   ,«.-    tiaa."  woold    have   u«  read,   "and   therefore  after  eight 

.  aps  I  piphanes  mi^ht  have  him  by  a  womati  of  no  family     )-ars  since  the  death  of  his  brother  Judai."     Thi,  woS;d 
I  be  kins  of  L-yptaso,  I'bilometor.  so.ir-.aYe  him   hi*    tolerably  well  a«Te«  with  the  date  of  the  Ma. 


duubjliter  in  mamase,  whirh  he  ' 
l^d  Le  believed  him 


jbly  well  agree  with  the  date  of  the  Maccabees,  and 
oulri  hard!)  hare  done,    with  J.i«phu«'»  own  exai;!  chronoloe*  at  the  end  of  tbe 

rt(»rfAif       *  ni4    nf    •_      ...._.       • _  . ;  _  .  l.      l  i.  r    .>  .        .  '      .    ■      . 


B.in'biii".'.  Ili'f ,'°  k','  ■■'""""^"'■'■''i  of  «.  very  ,  tw.nuelh  book  of  the«  AoUquiUe^  which  Ux  ORKal 
Bteao  buth  as  U*  later  h.stonan.  prtteod.  tell  cannot  be  made  lo  do.  !-"=«»• 
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^•cnted  Alexander,  and  got  the  good-will  of 
Jonatban,  but  had  ^'iven  him  time  so  to  do. 
However,  he  also  hiinselt"  wrote  a  letter  to 
Jonathan,  and  to  the  people,  the  contents 
whereof  are  these: — **King  Demetrius  to  Jo- 
nathan, and  to  the  nution  of  the  Jews,  sendeth 
preetinjr.  Since  you  have  preserved  your 
friendship  for  us,  and  when  you  have  been 
tempted  by  our  enemies,  you  have  not  joined 
yourselves  to  them;  I  both  commend  you  for 
this  your  fidelity,  and  exhort  you  to  continue 
in  the  same  disposition;  for  which  you  shall 
be  rcpiiiil,  and  receive  rewards  from  us:  for 
I  will  free  you  from  the  greatest  part  of  the 
tributes  and  taxes  which  you  formerly  paid 
to  the  kings  my  predecessors,  and  to  myself; 
and  I  do  now  set  you  free  from  those  triliutes 
which  yon  have^ever  paid;  and  besides,  1 
foririve  you  tlie  tax  upon  salt,  and  the  value 
of  the  crowns  which  you  used  to  otfer  to  me:* 
and  instead  of  the  third  part  of  the  fruits  [of 
the  field],  and  the  half  of  the  fruits  of  tlie 
trees,  I  relinquish  my  part  of  them  from  this 
day:  and  as  to  the  poll-money,  which  ought 
to  be  given  me  for  every  head  of  the  inhahi- 
tants  of  Judfa,  and  of  the  three  top^irchies 
that  adjoin  to  Judea,  Samaria,  and  Galilee, 
and  Perea,  that  i  relinquish  to  you  for  this 
time,  and  for  all  time  to  come.  I  will  also, 
that  the  city  of  Jerusalem  be  holy  and  invio- 
lable, and  free  from  tl»e  tithe,  and  from  the 
taxes  unto  its  utmost  bounds:  and  I  so  far 
recede  from  my  title  to  the  citadel,  as  to  per- 
mit Jonathan  your  high-priest  to  possess  it, 
that  he  may  place  such  a  garrison  in  it  as  he 
approves  of  for  fidelity  and  good-will  to  him- 
self, that  they  may  keep  it  for  ns.  I  also 
make  free  all  those  Jews  who  have  been  made 
captives  and  slaves  in  my  kingdom.  I  also 
give  order  that  the  beasts  of  the  Jews  be  not 
pressed  for  our  service:  and  let  their  Sab- 
baths, and  all  their  festivals,  and  three  days 
before  each  of  them,  be  free  from  any  impo- 
sition. In  the  same  manner,  I  set  free  the 
Jews  ♦hat  are  inhabitants  in  my  kingdom, 
and  order  that  no  injury  be  done  them.  I 
also  give  leave  to  such  of  them  as  are  willing 
to  list  themselves  in  my  army,  that  they  may 
do  it.  and  those  as  far  as  thirty  thousand; 
whicU  Jewish  soldiers,  wheresoever  ibey  go, 
sball  have  the  same  pay  that  my  own  army 
hatli;  and  gome  of  them  I  will  place  in  my 
^rriwns,  and  some  as  guards  about  mine 
own  body,  and  as  rulers  over  those  that  are 
in  mv  court.  I  give  them  leave  also  to  use 
the  laws  of  their  forefathers,  and  to  observe 
then*;  and  I  will  that  they  have  power  over 
the  three  toparchies  that  are  added  to  Judea; 
nnd  it  shall  be  in  the  pov/er  of  the  high-priest 
to  take  care  that  no  one  Jew  shall  have  any 

♦  Take  Grotiiis'8  note  here:  "The  Jews."  says  he. 
•*  wer«  wont  to  present  crowns  to  the  kinps  f  of  Syria]; 
&fterw»rda  lliat  goM  which  was  paid  instead  of  those 
cro«*n«.  nr  which  was  expended  in  making  them,  was 
called  the  Crown-goid  and  Crown-lai."     On  1  Uaccab. 

«.2a 


otber  temple  for  worship  but  only  that  at  Je- 
rusalem. I  bequeath  also,  out  of  my  own 
revenues,  yearly,  for  the  expenses  about  the 
sacrifices,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
[drachuis];  and  what  money  is  to  spare,  X 
will  that  it  shall  be  your  own.  I  also  release 
to  you  those  ten  thousand  dr<ichmae  which  the 
kings  received  from  the  temple,  becauf^e  they 
appertain  to  the  priests  that  minister  in  that 
temple.  And  whosoever  shall  fly  to  the  tem- 
ple at  Jerusalem,  or  to  the  places  thereto  be- 
longing, or  who  owe  the  king  money,  or  are 
there  on  any  other  account,  let  them  be  set 
free,  and  let  their  goods  be  in  safety,  I  also 
give  you  leave  to  repair  and  rebuild  your 
temple,  and  that  all  be  done  at  my  expenses. 
I  also  allow  you  to  build  the  walls  of  your 
city,  and  to  erect  high  towers,  and  that  they 
be  erected  at  my  charge-  And  if  there  be  any 
furtiftpd  town  that  would  be  convenient  for 
the  Jewish  country  to  have  very  strong,  let  it 
be  so  built  at  my  expenses." 

4.  This  was  what  Demetrius  promised  and 
granted  to  the  Jews,  by  this  letter.  But  king 
Alexander  raised  a  great  army  of  mercenary 
soldiers,  and  of  those  that  deserted  to  him  out 
of  Syria,  and  made  an  expedition  against  De- 
metrius. And  when  it  was  come  to  a  battle, 
the  left  wing  of  Demetrius  put  those  who  op- 
posed them  to  flight,  and  pursued  them  a 
great  way,  and  slew  many  of  them,  and  spoil- 
ed  their  camp;  but  the  right  wing,  where 
Demetrius  happened  to  be,  was  beaten;  arul 
as  for  all  the  rest,  they  ran  away.  But  De- 
metrius fought  courageously,  and  slew  a  grvdt 
many  of  the  enemy;  but  as  he  wag  in  pursuit 
of  the  rest,  his  horse  carried  him  into  a  iiwp 
lx>g,  where  it  was  hard  to  get  out,  and  there 
it  happened,  that  upon  his  horse's  falling 
down,  he  could  not  escape  being  killed;  for 
when  his  enemies  saw  what  had  befallen  him, 
they  returned  back,  and  encompassed  Deme- 
trius round,  and  they  all  threw  their  darts  at 
him;  but  he,  being  now  on  foot,  fought  brave- 
ly. But  at  length  he  received  so  many  wounds, 
that  he  was  not  able  to  bear  up  any  longer, 
but  fell.  And  this  is  the  end  that  Pemetriua 
came  to  when  he  had  reigned  eleven  years,f 
as  we  have  elsewhere  related. 


CHAPTEE  IIL 

THE  FRIENP5HIP  THAT  WAS  BETWEEN  ONIAS 
AND  PTOLEMY  PHILOMETOtt;  AND  HOW 
ONIAS  BUILT  A  TEMPLE  IN  EGYPT  LIKE  TO 
THAT  AT  JERUSALEM. 

§   1.  But  then  the  son  of  Onias  the  bigh- 
priest,  who  was  of  the  same  name  with  bis 

+  Since  the  rest  of  the  historian»  now  extant  eJvo  M» 
Demetrius  13  years,  and  Josephns  only  II  years,  Dean 
Prid^aDX  does  not  amiss  in  ascrihiog  to  him  the  menn 
nuDib«ir  12. 
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father,  and  who  fled  to  king  Ptolemy,  who 
was  called  Philometor,  lived  now  at  Alexan- 
dria, as  we  have  said  already.  AVhen  this 
Onias  saw  that  Judea  was  oppressed  by  the 
Macedonians  and  their  kings,  out  of  a  desire 
to  purchase  to  himself  a  memorial  and  eter- 
nal fame,  he  resolved  to  send  to  king  Ptolemy 
and  queen  Cleopatra,  to  ask  leave  of  them 
that  he  might  build  a  temple  in  Egypt  like  to 
that  at  Jerusalem,  and  might  ordain  Levites 
and  priests  out  of  their  own  stock.  The  chief 
reason  why  be  was  desirous  so  to  do,  was,  that 
he  relied  upon  the  prophet  Isaiah,  who  lived 
above  six  hundred  years  before,  and  foretold 
that  there  certainly  was  to  be  a  temple  built 
to  Almighty  God  in  Egypt  by  a  man  that  was 
a  Jew.  Onias  was  elevated  with  this  predic- 
tion, and  wrote  the  following  epistle  to  Pto- 
lemy and  Cleopatra: — "Having  done  many 
and  great  things  for  you  in  the  afl'uirs  of  the 
war,  by  the  assistance  of  God,  and  that  in 
Celesyria  and  Phoenicia,  I  canie  at  length  with 
the  Jews  to  Leontopolis,  and  to  other  places 
of  your  nation,  where  I  found  that  the  great- 
est part  of  your  people  had  temples  in  an  im- 
proper manner,  and  that  on  this  account  they 
bare  ill  will  one  against  another,  which  hap- 
pens to  the  Egyptians  by  reason  of  the  mul- 
titude of  their  temples,  and  the  difference  of 
opinions  about  divine  worship.  Kow  I  found 
a  very  fit  place  in  a  castle  that  hath  its  name 
from  the  country  Diana;  this  place  is  full  of 
materials  of  several  sorts,  and  replenished  with 
sacred  animab:  I  desire,  therefore,  that  you 
w  ill  grant  me  leave  to  purge  this  holy  place, 
\\  hich  belongs  to  no  master,  and  is  f  illcn  down, 
and  to  build  there  a  temple  to  Almighty  God. 
after  the  pattern  of  that  in  Jerusalem,  and  of 
the  same  dimensions,  that  may  be  for  the  be- 
neiit  of  thyself  and  thy  wife  and  children,  that 
those  Jews  who  dwell  in  Egypt  may  have  a 
place  whither  they  may  come  and  meet  toge- 
ther in  mutual  harmony  one  with  another,  and 
be  subservient  to  thy  advantages;  for  the  pro- 
phet Isuiah  foretold  that  'there  should  be  an 
altar  in  Egypt  to  the  Lord  God;'"  and  many 
other  such  things  did  he  prophecy  relating  to 
that  place. ■■ 

•  It  Becinl  to  me,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  Joiephus, 
flud  of  the  moilerns,  both  .If  ws  and  ChrisUuBs,  that  this 
prophecy  of  tsaiati,  xix,  19,  8tc  "•  In  thai  day  there  shall 
\  an  altar  to  the  Lord  in  the  midst  of  the  land  of  Epypt," 
;  *'reetly  foretold  the  htjiMing  of  this  temple  of  Onias 
in  -..TVt.  1**1  was  a  siiflicient  ^rarrant  to  the  Jews  tor 
bui  ding  it,  and  for  worebipping  the  true  God.  the  (iod 
of  Israel,  therein.  See  AL:jt7«t.  Rec-  ii.  p.  7c>5.  That 
God  seems  to  have  soon  better  v.<«^ted  of  the  sacrifices 
and  prayers  here  offered  him  than  .i**^  at  Jerusalem; 
lee  the  note  on  ch.  x.  sect.  7.  And  tni._  ^*  marks  of 
Jewish  corruption  or  interpf^lation  in  this  w  ~  \  in  order 
to  discourage  their  people  Irom  approving  of  tb^  worship 
of  Olid  here,  are  very  strong,  and  highly  deserve  on  *on- 
sideratinnand  correction.  'I'he  foregoin*  verse  in  Ist..ih 
ni)i3  thqs  in  our  common  copies:  — >' In  that  day  shall 
five  cities  in  the  land  of  Egypt  speak  the  language  of  Ca- 
naan" f the- Hebrew  language;  shalj  *•<  lull  of  Jews, 
wb.tse  sacred  hooks  were  in  Hebrew  J.  "  at.J  swear  to  the 
1.ord  of  Hosts.  One  [or  the  lirst3  shall  be  called  Mhe 
City  of  Destructioji,"'  Isa.  xx.  Ih  A  strange  name, 
•*  City  of  Destruction,*' iip"n  so  joyful  an  occision  :  and 


2.  And  this  was  what  Onias  wrote  to  king 
Ptolemy.  Now  any  one  may  observe  his  piety, 
and  that  of  his  sister  and  wife  Cleopatra,  by 
that  epistle  which  they  wrote  in  answer  to 
it;  for  they  laid  the  blame  and  the  trans- 
gression of  the  law  upon  the  head  of  Onias. 
And  this  was  their  reply: — "King  Ptolemy 
and  queen  Cleopatra  to  Onias,  send  greeting. 
We  have  read  thy  petition,  wherein  thou  de- 
sirest  leave  to  be  given  to  thee  to  purge  that 
temple  «  hich  is  fallen  down  at  Leontopolis, 
in  the  Nomus  of  Heliopolis,  and  which  is 
named  from  the  country  Bubastis;  on  whick 
account  we  cannot  but  wonder  that  it  should 
be  pleasing  to  God  to  have  a  temple  erected 
in  a  place  so  unclean,  and  so  full  of  sacrtd 
animals.  But  since  thou  sayest  that  Isaiah 
the  prophet  foretold  this  lang  ago,  wc  give 
thee  leave  to  do  it,  if  it  may  be  done  accord- 
ing to  your  law,  and  so  that  we  may  not  ap- 
pear to  have  at  all  otfended  God  herein." 

3.  So  Onias  took  the  place,  and  built  a  tem- 
ple and  an  altar  to  God,  like  indeed  to  that  ii» 
Jerusalem,  but  smaller  and  poorer.  I  do  not 
think  it  proper  for  me  now  to  describe  its  di- 
mensions, or  its  vessels,  which  have  been  aU 
ready  described  in  my  seventh  book  of  the  W  ars 
of  the  Jews.  However,  Onias  found  other 
Jews  like  to  himself,  together  with  priests  and 
Levites,  that  there  performed  divine  service. 
But  we  have  said  enough  about  this  temple. 

4.  Now  it  came  to  p;iss  that  the  Alexan- 
drian Jews,  and  those  Samaritans  who  paid 
their  worship  to  the  temple  that  was  built  in 
the  days  of  Alexander  at  Mount  Geriziim, 
did  now  make  a  sedition  one  against  another, 
and  disputed  about  their  temples  before  Pto- 
lemy himself,  the  Jews  saying  that,  according 
to  the  law  of  Moses,  the  temple  was  to  be 
built  at  Jerusalem;  and  the  Samaritans  say- 
ing that  it  was  to  be  built  at  Gerizzim.  They 
desired  therefore  the  king  to  sit  with  his 
friends  and  hear  the  debates  about  these  mat- 
ters, and  puni>h  those  with  death  who  were 
baffled.  Now  Sabbeus  and  Theodosius  ma- 
naged the  argument  for  the  Samaritans,  and 

in  any  other  nation.  The  old  reading  was  evidently  lh« 
(.ity  (if  the  Sun.  or  Heliopolis;  and  t  ►nkelns.  in  effect, 
and  ,S>lnmachus.  with  the  Arabic  version,  entirely  con- 
fess that  to  he  the  true  reading.  The  Sepluagiilt  also, 
althoogb  thev  have  the  test  disgiii5ed  io  the  commoD 
copies,  and  call  it  Asedek,  the  City  of  Itighleoiisness; 
yet  in  two  or  three  other  copies,  the  Hebrew  word  itself 
for  the  Sun,  Acharvs,  orThares.  is  preserved.  And  since 
Oiii.\s  insists.  «  ilh  the  king  and  Queeo.  that  Isaiah's  pro. 
pliery  contained  many  other  predictions  relating  to  Ibis 
place,  besides  the  words  recited,  it  is  highly  probable 
lliat  these  were  especially. meant  hy  him;  and  that  on« 
main  reason  why  he  applied  this  prediction  to  hirasell. 
and  to  his  prefecture  of  Hehopohs.  which  I  lean  Prideaux 
well  proves  was  in  tliat  part  of  Egypt,  and  why  hrchoM 
lo  build  in  that  prefectuie  of  HeliopolLS  Ibtiugb  other- 
wise an  improper  place,  was  this:  That  the  same  autlni. 
rily  that  lue  had  for  building  this  temple  in  Egypt,  'be 
very  same  he  had  fur  building  it  in  bis  own  prcl.  ctore  o( 
Heliopolis  also;  wnich  he  desired  to  do.  and  which  he 
did  accordinglv.  llean  Prideaux  has  ranch  ado  to  avoid 
seeing  this  corruption  of  the  Hebrew;  but  it  being  in 
support  of  bis  own  opinion  about  this  tenr.ile,  he  dursk 
not  si-e  it;  and  intlred  he  reasons  brre  in   the  most  injib. 


a  naoie  uever  beard  ot  in  the  land  ot  Egypt,  or  perhaps  .  dtciou«  manner  possible.    See  bin  at  ibc  )eu  l-t& 
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Andronicus,  the  son  of  Messalamus,  for  the 
people  of  Jerusalem;  and  they  took  an  oath 
by  God  and  the  king,  to  make  their  demon- 
strations according  to  the  law;  and  they  de- 
sired of  Ptolemy,  that  whomsoever  he  should 
find  that  transgressed  what  they  had  sworn  to, 
be  would  put  him  to  death.  Accordingly, 
the  king  took  several  of  his  friends  into 
the  council,  and  sat  down,  in  order  to  hetir 
what  the  pleaders  said.  Now  the  Jews  that 
were  at  Alexandria  were  in  preat  concern  for 
these  men,  whose  lot  it  was  to  contend  for 
the  temple  at  Jerusalem:  for  they  took  it 
very  ill  that  any  should  take  away  the  repu- 
tation of  that  temple,  which  was  so  ancient 
and  so  celebrated  all  over  the  habitable  eitrth. 
Is'ow  when  Sabbeus  and  Tbeodosius  had  tjiven 
leave  to  Aiidronichus  to  speak  first,  he  began 
to  demonstrate  out  of  the  law,  and  out  of  the 
successions  of  the  high-priests,  how  they  every 
one  in  succession  from  his  father  hud  received 
that  di;,'nity,  and  ruled  over  the  temple;  and 
how  all  the  kings  of  Asia  had  honoured  that 
temple  with  their  donations,  and  with  the 
most  splendid  pifts  dedicated  thereto:  but  ns 
for  that  at  Gerizzim,  he  made  no  account  of 
it,  and  regarded  it  as  if  it  had  never  had  a 
being.  By  this  speech,  and  other  arguments, 
Andronicus  persuaded  the  king  to  determine 
that  the  temple  at  Jtru-^alem  was  built  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  Moses,*  and  to  put 
Sabbeus  and  Thendosius  to  death.  And  these 
were  the  events  that  befell  the  Jews  at  Alex- 
andria in  the  days  of  Ptolemy  Philoinetor. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

HOW  ALEXANDER  HONOURED  JONATHAN  AF- 
TER AN  KXTRAORDINABV  MANNER;  AND 
HOW  DEMETRIUS,  THE  SON  OF  DEMETRIUS, 
OVERCAME  ALEXANDER,  AND  MADE  A 
LEAGUE  OF  FRIENDSHIP  WITH   JONATHAN. 

§  1.  Demetrius  being  thus  slain  in  battle,  as 
we  have  above  related,  Alexander  took  the 
kingdom  of  Syria;  and  wrote  to  Ptolemy 
Phtlometor,  and  desired  his  daughter  in  mar- 

•  A  verv  unfair  dispntalion  this'  while  the  Jewish 
diipuiani,  knowin?  thai  he  rould  not  properly  prove 
out  of  the  Peiitaieuch,  that*the  place  which  the  Lord 
tlieir  Ood  shall  choose  tu  placf  his  name  llierr,'  so  oUcn 
referred  loin  the  hook  of  Deuteronomy,  was  JerH*.iIcni 
any  more  than  Gerizzim.  that  being  not  determined 
till  the  days  of  D-ivid  (Antiq.  b.  Tii.  ch  xiii.  ^ct,  4J» 
proves  OTiI>.  what  the  Samaritans  did  not  deny,  that 
the  temple  at  Jenmalem  was  much  more  ancieni,  and 
nirich  more  celebrated  and  honoured,  than  that  at  Cie- 
rirt^ro:  which  was  nothing  to  the  prestnt  purpose.  th»* 
whole  eridence,  by  the  very  oa'hs  of  both  parties,  he- 
inz,  we  see.  oblicM  to  he  confined  to  tbe  law  of  Muses, 
ir  lo  the  i'enlatruch  alone.  However,  worldly  policy 
and  interest,  and  the  inullilude  prevatliae.  the  court 
gave  sentence,  as  iistril.  on  the  stronger  side,  and  poor 
Sabbeus  and  I'hrodusius,  the  Samaritan  disputants, 
mere  martyred,  -iiid  this,  so  far  as  appears,  wiUionl  any 
direct  hearing  at  .(M;  which  is  like  thf  usual  practice  ol 
such  polittc.il  courts  about  matters  of  religion.  Our 
copies  s:iy  that  thf  bodv  of  the  Jews  were  m  ;» trreat  con- 
tern  about  ltio«  mer)  (in  the  plural)  who  were  to  dis- 
DUl«  tor  their  tempts  ut  JerasaleiD;  wbere&s  it  tKins 


riage;  and  said  it  was  hut  just  that  he  should 
be  joined  in  affinity  to  one  that  had  now  re- 
ceived the  principality  of  his  forefathers,  and 
had  been  promoted  to  it  by  God's  proWdence, 
and  had  conquered  Demetrius,  and  that  was 
on  other  accounts  not  unworthy  of  beirp  re- 
luted  to  him.  Ptolemy  received  this  propo- 
sal of  marriage  gladly;  pnd  wrote  him  a-> 
answer,  saluting  him  on  account  of  hh  b:iv. 
ingreceived  the  prinripality  of  hi?  foretithers; 
and  promising  him  that  he  would  give  him 
his  daughter  in  marriage;  and  assured  him 
tbflt  he  was  coming  to  meet  hira  m  Ptolem:iis, 
and  desired  that  he  would  there  meet  him,  fur 
that  he  would  accompany  her  from  Egypt  so 
fiir,  and  would  there  marry  his  cliiltl  to  him. 
When  Ptolemy  had  written  thu:«,  he  came  sud- 
deidy  to  Ptolemais.  and  brought  his  daughter 
Cleopatra  along  with  him;  and  as  he  found 
Alexander  there  before  him,  as  he  desired  him 
to  come,  he  gave  him  his  child  in  marriage, 
and  for  her  portion  ^jive  her  as  murh  silver 
and  gold  as  bfcnme  such  a  king  to  give. 

2.  When  the  wedding  was  over,  AUxander 
wrote  to  Jonnthnn  the  high-priest,  and  desired 
him  to  come  to  Ptolemais.  Po  when  he  r.une 
to  these  kings,  and  had  made  them  m:»ijniHrent 
presents,  he  wa*;  honoured  by  them  both.  Alex- 
ander compelled  him  also  to  pot  off  his  own 
garment,  and  to  take  a  purple  giirmcnt,  and 
made  him  sit  with  him  on  his  throne;  atid 
commanded  his  captains  that  they  should  go 
with  him  into  the  middle  of  the  city,  and  pro- 
claim, that  it  was  not  permitted  to  any  one  to 
speak  against  him,  or  to  give  him  any  distur- 
bance. And  when  the  cnptains  had  thus  done, 
those  that  were  prepared  to  accuse  Jonathan, 
and  who  bore  him  ill-will,  when  they  saw  the 
honour  that  was  done  him  by  proclatnation, 
and  that  by  the  Ung's  order,  ran  away,  and 
were  afraid  lest  some  mi-chief  should  befall 
them.  N:iv,  king  Alexander  was  so  very 
kind  to  Jonathan,  that  he  set  him  down  as 
the  principal  of  his  friends. 

3.  I!ut  then,  upon  the  hundred  and  sixty- 
fifth  vear,  Demetrius,  the  son  of  Demetrius, 
c;ime  frotn  Crete  with  a  great  number  of  mer- 
cetiary  soldiers,  which  Lasthenes,  the  Cretan, 
brought  him  and  sailed  to  Cilicia.  This  thing 
cast  Alexander  into  great  concern  and  disorder 
when  he  heard  it;  so  he  made  haste  im- 
mediately out  of  Phoenicia  and  came  to  An- 
tioch,  that  he  might  put  matters  in  a  safe  pos- 
ture there  before  Demetrius  shotild  come. 
He  also  left  Apollonius  Dausj  governor  ot 

here  they  had  hut  one  disputaot.  Andronicus  by  namei 
perhaps  ui'in-  were  prepared  to  spejk  on  tde  Jtws'  side; 
but  the  first  having  answered  to  his  name,  and  over- 
come the  S^mantans  there  was  no  necessity  for  any 
other  detendt-r  ol  the  Jerusalem  temple. 

+  Of  the  several  ApoIIunii  about  these  a^es,  see  Dean 
I'ndeaux  at  iric  year  14rt.  1  his  Apollonius  Datis  was, 
hy  his  account,  the  son  of  that  Apollonius  who  had  been 
made  governor  of  Celesyria  and  l''ucnicia  hy  Seleucua 
I'hilitpj^^,  ;ii.J  was  him't«>)f  a  confidant  of  his  son  De- 
inetriti™iie  father,  and  restored  to  his  lather's  govcm- 
nieiit  Uv  hi  =>-  but  afterwards  reTolteil  Irom  him  to  Alex- 
andt.r.  bui  oot  to  Demetrius  tbe  sod,  as  be  suppowe. 
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Celesjria,  who,  coming  to  Jamnia  with  a  great 
army,  sent  to  Jonathan,  the  hipb-priest,  and 
toll)  him  that  it  was  not  right  that  he  alone 
should  live  at  rest,  and  »itb  authority,  and 
not  be  subject  to  the  king;  that  this  thing, 
bad  made  him  a  reproach  among  all  men, 
that  he  had  not  yet  made  him  subject  to 
the  king.  "Do  not  thou  therefore  deceive 
thyself,  and  sit  still  among  the  mountains,  and 
ppctend  to  have  forces  with  thee;  but  if  thou 
hast  any  dependence  on  thy  strength,  come 
down  into  the  plain,  and  let  our  armies  be 
compared  together,  and  the  event  of  the  battle 
will  demonstrate  which  of  us  is  the  most  cou- 
ragcous.  However,  take  notice,  that  the  most 
valiant  men  of  every  city  are  in  my  army,  and 
that  these  are  the  very  men  who  have  always 
beaten  thy  progenitors ;  but  let  us  have  the 
battle  in  such  a  place  of  the  country  where  we 
may  fight  with  weapons,  and  not  with  stones, 
and  where  there  may  be  no  place  whither 
those  that  are  beaten  may  fly." 

4.  With  this  Jonathan  was  irritated;  and 
choosing  himself  out  ten  thousand  of  his  sol- 
diers, he  went  out  of  Jerusalem  in  haste,  with 
his  brother  Simon,  and  came  to  Joppa,  and 
pitched  bis  camp  on  the  outside  of  the  city, 
because  the  people  of  Joppa  had  shut  their 
pites  against  him,  for  they  had  a  garrison  in 
the  city,  put  there  by  ApoUonius.  But  when 
Jonathan  was  preparing  to  besiege  them,  they 
were  afraid  he  would  take  them  by  force,  and 
so  they  opened  the  gates  to  him.  But  Apol- 
lonius,  when  he  beard  that  Joppa  was  taken 
by  Jonathan,  took  three  thousand  horsemen, 
and  eight  thousand  footmen,  and  came  to  Ash- 
(!od;  and  removing  thence,  he  made  his  jour- 
ney silently  and  slowly,  and  going  up  to  Jop- 
pa, he  made  as  if  he  was  retiring  from  the 
place,  and  so  drew  Jonathan  into  the  plain,  as 
valuing  himself  highly  upon  his  horsemen, 
and  having  his  hopes  of  victory  principally  in 
them.  However,  Jonathan  sallied  out,  and 
pursued  Apollonius  to  Ashdod;  but  as  soon 
as  Apollonius  perceived  that  bis  enemy  was 
in  the  plain,  be  came  back  and  gave  him  bat- 
tle. But  Apollonius  bad  laid  a  thousand 
horsemen  in  ambush  in  a  valley,  that  they 
might  be  seen  by  their  enemies  as  behind 
them ;  which  when  Jonathan  perceived,  he 
was  under  no  consternation,  hut,  ordering  his 
iirmy  to  stand  in  a  square  battle  array,  he 
gave  them  a  charge  to  fall  on  the  enemy  on 
both  sides,  and  set  them  to  face  those  that 
attacked  them  both  before  and  behind;  and 
Nihile  the  fight  lasted  till  the  evening,  he  gave 
pa-t  of  his  forces  to  his  brother  Simon,  and 
ordered  him  to  attack  the  enemies;  but  for 
himself,  he  charged  those  that  were  with  him 
to  cover  themselves  vritb  their  armour,  and 
receive  the  darts  of  the  horsemen,  who  did  as 
they  were  commanded;  so  that  the  enemy's 
horsemen,  while  they  threw  their  da^  till 
they  had  no  more  left,  did  them  no  ha",  for 
the  darts  that  were  thrown  did  not  enter  into 


their  bodies,  being  thrown  upon  the  shields 
that  were  united  and  conjoined  together,  the 
closeness  of  which  easily  overcame  the  force 
of  the  darts,  and  they  flew  about  without  any 
effect.  But  when  the  enemy  grew  remiss  in 
throwing  their  darts  from  morning  till  late  at 
night,  Simon  perceived  their  weariness,  and 
fell  upon  the  body  of  men  before  him;  and 
because  bis  soldiers  showed  great  alacrity,  be 
put  the  enemy  to  flight:  and  when  the  horse- 
men saw  that  the  footmen  ran  away,  neither 
did  they  stay  themselves;  but  the)  being  very 
weary,  by  the  duration  of  the  fight  till  the 
evening,  and  their  hope  from  the  footnien  be- 
ing quite  gone,  they  basely  ran  away,  and  in 
great  confusion  also,  till  they  were  separated 
one  from  another,  and  scattered  over  all  the 
plain.  Upon  which  Jonathan  pursued  them 
as  far  as  Ashdod,  and  slew  a  great  many  of 
them,  and  compelled  the  rest,  in  despair  of 
escaping,  to  fly  to  the  temple  of  Dagun,  which 
was  at  Ashdod;  but  Jonathan  took  the  city 
on  the  first  onset,  and  burnt  it,  and  the  vil- 
lages about  it ;  nor  did  be  abstain  from  the 
temple  of  Dagon  itself,  but  burnt  it  also,  and 
destroyed  those  that  bad  fled  to  it.  Now  the 
entire  multitude  of  the  enemies  that  fell  in 
the  battle,  and  were  consumed  in  the  temple, 
were  eight  thousand.  When  Jonathan  there- 
fore had  overcome  so  great  an  army,  he  re- 
moved from  Ashdod,  and  came  to  Askelon: 
and  when  he  had  pitched  bis  camp  without  the 
city,  the  people  of  Askelon  came  out  and  met 
him,  bringing  him  hospitable  presents,  and 
honouring  him;  so  he  accepted  of  their  kind 
intentions,  and  returned  thence  to  Jerusalem 
with  a  great  deal  of  prey,  which  he  brought 
thence  when  he  conquered  his  enemies.  But 
when  Alexander  heard  that  Apollonius,  the 
general  of  his  army,  was  beaten,  he  pretended 
to  be  glad  of  it,  because  he  had  fought  with 
Jonathan  his  friend  and  ally  against  his  direc- 
tions. Accordingly,  he  sent  to  Jonathan,  and 
gave  testimony  to  his  worth;  and  gave  him 
honorary  rewards,  as  a  golden  button,"  which 
it  is  the  custom  to  give  the  king's  kinsmiT., 
and  allowed  him  Ekron  and  its  toparchy  for 
his  own  inheritance. 

5.  About  this  time  it  was  that  king  Ptole- 
my, who  was  called  Philometor,  led  an  array, 
part  by  sea  and  part  by  land,  and  came  to 
Svria,  to  the  assistance  of  Alexander,  who 
was  his  son-in-law;  and  accordingly  all  the 
cities  received  him  willingly,  as  Alexander 
had  commanded  them  to  do,  and  conducted 
him  as  far  as  Ashdod:  where  they  all  made 
loud  complaints  about  the  temple  of  Dagon, 
which  was  burnt,  and  accused  Jonathan  of 
having  laid  it  waste  and  destroyed  the  coun- 
try adjoining  with  fire,  and  slain  a  great  num- 
ber of  them.    Ptolemy  heard  these  accusationi 

•  Dr.  Hcdson  here  observes,  that  the  Phtenicians  and 
Romans  ased  ro  reward  such  as  ttari  deserred  well  of 
them,  by  preseouag  lo  tbem  a  goMea  huiton.    See  cIl  » 
iSwLi. 
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but  said  nothing.  Jonathan  also  went  to 
noeet  Ptolemy  as  far  as  Juppa.  and  obtained 
from  him  ho:jpital»le  presents,  and  those  glori- 
ous in  their  kinds;,  with  all  the  m.irks  of  hon- 
our; and  when  be  had  conducted  him  as  far 
as  the  river  called  Eleutberus,  he  returned 
a^ain  to  Jerusalem. 

6.  But  as  Ptolemy  was  at  Ptolemais,  he 
was  very  near  to  a  most  unexpected  destruc- 
tion; for  a  treacherous  design  was  laid  tor 
his  life  by  Alexander,  by  the  means  of  Am* 
monius,  who  was*  his  friend:  and  as  thei 
treHchery  was  very  plain,  Ptolen»y  wrote  lo 
Alexander,  and  requiiud  <'(  him  that  he  should 
bring  Ammoniits  to  eondit^n  punishment,  in-' 
forniing  him  what  sn^tres  had  been  laid  for 
him  by  Ammonius,  and  desired  that  he  might 
be  accordingly  puni^^hed  for  it;  hut  when  Alex- 
ander did  nut  (unipiy  uitli  his  demands,  he 
perceived  that  it  was  he  himself  who  laid  the 
design,  and  was  very  ancry  at  him.  Alexan- 
der had  also  formerly  been  on  very  ill  terms 
with  the  people  of  Anlioih,  for  they  had  suf- 
fered very  much  by  his  means;  yet  did  Am- 
monius  at  length  undergo  tlie  punishment  his 
insolent  criuies  had  deserved,  for  he  was  kil- 
led in  an  opprobrious  m.inner,  like  a  wo- 
m:m,  while  he  endeavoured  to  conceal  him- 
self in  a  femiuine  habit,  as  we  have  elsewhere 
related. 

7.  Hereupon  Ptolemy  blamed  himself  for 
having  given  his  daughter  in  marriage  to 
Alexander,  and  for  the  le;igue  he  had  made 
with  him  to  assist  liim  against  Demetrius;  so 
he  dissolved  his  relation  to  hun,  and  took  his 
daughter  away  from  him,  and  immediately 
sent  to  Demetrius,  and  offered  to  make  a 
league  of  mutual  assistance  and  friendship 
with  him,  and  agreed  with  him  to  give  him 
his  daughter  in  marriage,  and  to  restore  him 
to  the  principality  of  his  fathers.  Demetrius 
was  well  pleased  with  this  embassage,  and  ac- 
cepted of  his  assistance,  and  of  the  marriage 
of  his  d.iughter;  hut  Ptolemy  had  still  one 
more  hard  task  to  do,  and  that  was  to  persuade 
the  people  of  Antioch  to  receive  Demetrius, 
because  they  were  greatly  displeased  at  him, 
on  account  of  the  iniuries  his  father  Demetrius 
had  done  them;  yet  did  he  bring  this  about; 
for  as  the  people  of  Antioch  hated  Alexander 
on  Ammonius's  account,  aa  we  have  shown 
already,  they  were  easily  prevailed  with  to 
cast  him  ont  of  Antioch;  who,  thus  expelled 
out  of  Antioch,  came  into  Cilicia.  Ptolemy 
came  then  to  Antioch,  and  was  made  king  by 
Its  inhabitants,  and  by  the  army:  so  that  he 
was  forced  to  put  on  two  diadems,  the  one 
of  Asia,  the  other  of  Egypt;  but  being  na- 
turally a  gooil  and  a  righteous  man,  and  not 
desirous  of  what  belonged  to  others,  and  be- 
tides these  dispositions,  being  also  a  wise  (flan 
III  reasoning  about  futurities,  he  determined 
to  avoid  the  envy  of  the  Romans;  so  he  called 
the  people  of  Antioch  together  to  an  assembly, 
and  persuaded    them   to   receive    Demetrius, 


and  assured  them  that  he  would  not  be  mind- 
ful of  what  they  did  to  his  father  in  case  he 
should  be  now  obliged  by  them;  and  he  un- 
dertook that  he  would  himself  be  a  good 
monitor  and  governor  to  him;  and  promised 
that  he  would  not  permit  him  to  attempt  any 
bad  actions;  but  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  wag 
contented  with  the  kingdom  of  E^ypt.  By 
[which  discourse  he  persuaded  the  people  o 
(Antioch  to  receive  Demetrius. 

8.  But  now  Alexander  made  haste,  with  a 
numerous  atul  great  army,  and  came  out  of 
(Tilicia  into  Syria,  and  burnt  the  country  be- 
longing to  Antioch,  and  pillaged  it;  where- 
upon Ptolemy,  and  his  son-in-law  Demetrius, 
brought  their  ;irmy  ncriinst  him  (for  he  had 
already  given  him  his  daughter  in  marriage), 
and  beat  Alexaiuler,  and  put  him  to  Hight; 
and  accordingly  he  fled  into  Arabia.  Now, 
it  happened  in  the  lime  of  the  b.ittle  that  Pto- 
lemy's horse,  upon  hearing  the  noise  of  an  ele- 
phant, cast  him  off  his  back,  and  threw  him 
on  the  ground ;  upon  the  sight  of  which  ac- 
cident his  enemies  fell  upon  him.  and  gave 
him  many  wounds  upon  his  head,  and  brought 
him-into  danger  of  death,  for  when  his  guards 
canght  him  up,  he  was  so  very  ill  th.it  for 
four  days'  time  he  was  not  able  either  to  un- 
derstand or  to  speak.  However,  Zabdiel,  a 
prince  among  the  Arabians,  cut  off  Alexan- 
der's head  and  sent  it  to  Ptolemy,  who,  re- 
covering of  his  wounds,  ami  returning  to  his 
undcrstaruliug  on  the  iifth  day,  heard  at  once 
a  most  agreeable  hearing,  and  saw  a  most 
Jigrceable  sight,  which  were  the  death  and  the 
head  of  Alexander;  yet  a  little  after  this  his 
jov  for  the  death  of  Alexander,  with  which  he 
was  so  greatly  satisfied,  he  also  di'parteil  this 
life.  Now  Alexander,  who  was  called  Bahis, 
reigned  over  Asia  five  years,  as  we  have  else- 
where related. 

9.  But  when  Demetrius,  who  was  styled 
Nicator,*  had  taken  the  kingdom,  he  was  so 
wicked  as  to  treat  Ptolemy's  soldiers  very 
hardly,  neither  remembering  the  league  of 
mutual  assistance  that  was  between  them,  nor 
that  he  was  his  son-ii>-law  and  kinsman,  by 
Cleopatra's  marriage  to  him;  so  the  soldiers 
fled  from  his  wicked  treatment  to  Alexan- 
dria; but  Demetrius  kept  his  elephants. 
But  Jonathan  the  high-priest  levied  an  army' 
out  of  all  Judea,  and  attacked  the  citadel  at 
Jerusalem,  and  besieged  it.  It  was  held  by 
a  garrison  of  Macedonians,  and  by  some  of 
those  men  who  had  deserted  the  customs  of 
their  forefathers.  These  men  at  first  despised 
the  attempts  of  Jonathan  for  taking  the  place, 
as  depending  on  its  strength  ;  but  some  of 
those  wicked  men  went  out  by  night,  and 
came  to  Demetrius,  and  informed  him  that 
the  citadel  was  beseiged;   who  was  irritated 

•  Thin  name,  Dpmetriiia  Nicator,  or  Demetrias  the 
ronq'itror,  is  rx}  writlt-n  on  his  coins  st.W  exiaiit,  as 
Hiiilson  anil  Spanheim  inform  ii»;  th»t  l.ilter  of  whom 
eives  Its  her**  th-  t-ntir**  inscrlptioa, '*  KiuK  Dctuetriu* 
the(7r>d.  Philadelphus,  Nicator" 
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^ith  what  he  heard,  and  took  his  army,  and 
came  from  Antioch  against  Jonathan.  And 
when  he  was  at  Antioch,  he  wrote  to  him, 
and  commanded  him  to  come  to  him  quickly 
to  Ptolemais;  upon  which  Jonathan  did  not 
intermit  the  siege  of  the  citaiiel,  hut  took 
with  him  the  elders  of  the  people,  and  the 
priests,  and  carried  with  him  gold,  and  silver, 
and  garments,  and  a  great  number  of  presents 
of  friendship,  and  came  to  Demetrius,  and 
presented  him  with  them,  and  thereby  paci- 
fied the  king's  anger.  So  he  was  honoured 
by  him,  and  received  from  him  the  conlirma- 
tion  6f  his  high-priesthood,  as  he  had  possess- 
ed it  by  the  grants  of  the  kings  his  predeces- 
sors. And  when  the  Jewish  deserters  accused 
him,  Demetrius  was  so  far  from  giving  credit 
to  them,  that  when  he  petitioned  him  that  he 
would  demand  no  more  than  three  hundred 
talents  for  the  tribute  of  all  Judea,  and  the 
three  toparchies  of  Samaria,  and  Perea,  and 
Galilee,  he  complied  v\ith  the  proposal,  and 
gave  him  a  letter  confirming  those  grants; 
the  contents  of  which  were  aj  follows: — 
"King  Demetrius  to  Jonathan  bis  brother, 
and  to  the  nation  of  the  Jews,  sendetb  greet- 
ing. We  have  sent  you  a  copy  of  that  epistle 
which  we  have  written  to  Lasthenes  our  kins- 
man, that  you  may  know  its  contents — 
'  King  Demetrius  to  Lasthenes  our  father, 
sendeth  greeting.  I  have  determined  to  re- 
turn thanks  and  to  show  favour  to  the  na- 
tion of  the  Jews,  who  hath  observed  the  rules 
of  justice  in  our  concerns.  Accordingly,  I 
remit  to  them  the  three  prefectures,  Apheri- 
ma,  and  Lvdda,  and  Raniatfaa,  which  have 
been  added  to  Judea  out  of  Samaria,  with 
their  appurtenances:  as  also  what  the  kings 
mv  predecessors  received  from  those  that  of- 
fered sacritices  in  Jerusalem,  and  what  are 
due  from  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  of  the 
trees,  and  what  else  belongs  to  us ;  with  the 
salt-pits,  and  the  crowns  that  used  to  be  pre- 
Eented  to  us.  Nor  shall  they  be  compelled 
to  pay  any  of  those  taxes  from  this  time  to  all 
futurity.  Take  care,  therefore,  that  a  copy 
of  this  epistle  be  taken  and  given  to  Jonathan, 
and  be  set  up  in  an  eminent  place  of  their  holy 
temple.'"  And  these  were  the  contents  of 
this  writing.  And  now  when  Demetrius  saw- 
that  there  was  peace  everywhere,  and  that 
there  was  no  danger  nor  fear  of  war,  he  dis- 
baniled  the  greatest  part  of  his  army,  and  di- 
minished their  pay,  and  even  retained  in  pay 
no  others  than  such  foreigners  as  came  up  with 
him  from  Crete,  and  from  the  other  islands. 
However,  this  procured  him  ill-will  and  ha- 
tred from  the  soldiers,  on  whom  he  bestowed 
nothing  from  this  time,  w  bile  the  kings  be- 
fore him  used  to  pay  them  in  time  of  peace, 
as  they  did  before,  that  they  might  have  their 
good- will, and  that  they  might  be  very  ready  to 
undergo  the  difficulties  of  war,  if  any  occasion 
should  require  it. 


CHAPTER  V. 

HOW  TRYPHO,  AFTER  HE  HAD  BEATEN  DEMC. 
TRIPS,  DELIVEREDTHE  KINGDOM  TO  ANTIO- 
CHDS,THESON  OF  ALEXANDER,  ANDGAINED 
JONATHAN  FOR  HIS  ASSISTANT;  AND  CON- 
CERNING THE  ACTIONS  AND  EMBASSIES  01 
JONATHAN. 

§  1.  Now  there  was  a  certain  commander  of 
Alexander's  forces,  an  Apamian  by  hirth, 
whose  name  was  Diodotus,  and  was  also  call- 
ed Trypho,  took  notice  of  the  ill-will  the  sol- 
diers bare  to  Demetrius,  and  went  to  Mal- 
chus  the  Arabian,  who  brought  up  Antiochus, 
the  son  of  Alexander,  and  told  him  what  ill- 
will  the  army  bare  Demetrius,  and  persuaded 
him  to  give  him  Antiochus,  because  he  would 
make  him  king,  and  recover  to  him  the  king- 
dom of  his  father.  Malchus  at  fir-t  opposed 
him  in  this  attempt,  because  he  could  n.it  be- 
lieve him;  but  when  Trypho  lay  ha'd  at  him 
for  a  long  time,  he  over-persuaded  him  to 
comply  with  Trypho's  intentions  and  entrea- 
ties. And  this  was  the  state  Trypho  was 
now  in. 

2.  But  Jonathan  the  high-priest,  being  de- 
sirous to  get  clear  of  those  that  were  in  the 
citadel  of  Jerusalem,  and  of  the  Jewish  de- 
serters and  wicked  men,  as  well  as  those  in 
all  the  garrisons  in  the  country,  sent  presents 
and  ambassadors  to  Demetrius,  and  entreated 
him  to  take  away  his  soldiers  out  of  the 
strong  holds  of  Judea.  Demetrius  made  an- 
swer, that  after  the  war,  which  he  was  now 
deeply  engaged  in,  was  over  he  would  not 
only  grant  him  that,  hut  greater  things  than 
that  also;  and  he  desired  he  would  send  him 
some  assistance;  and  informed  him  that  his 
army  had  deserted  him.  So  Jonathan  chose 
nut  three  thousand  of  his  soldiers,  and  sent 
them  to  Demetrius. 

3.  Now  the  people  of  Antioch  hated  De- 
metrius, l)Oth  on  account  of  what  mischiel  he 
had  himself  done  them,  and  because  they 
were  his  enemies  also  on  account  of  his  fathe, 
Demetrius  who  had  greatly  abused  them  ;  so 
they  watched  some  opportunity  which  they 
might  lay  hold  on  to  fall  upon  him.  And 
when  thev  were  informed  of  the  assistance  that 
was  coming  to  Demetrius  from  Jonathan, 
and  considered  at  the  same  time  that  he  would 
raise  a  numerous  army,  unless  they  prevented 
him   and  seized   upon   him,  they  took   their 

I  weapons  immediately  and  encompassed  his 
I  palace  in  the  way  of  a  siege,  and  seizing  upon 
I  all  the  ways  of  getting  out,  they  sought  to 
i  subdue  their  king.  And  when  he  saw  that 
i  tbe«{>eople  of  Antioch  were  become  his  bitter 
enemies,  and  that  they  were  thus  in  arms,  he 
I  took  the  mercenary  soldiers  which  he  had 
'  with  him,  and  those  Jews  who  were  sent  by 
i  Junatbiui,  and  assaulted  the  Antiocbians;  but 
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be  was  overpowered  by  them,  for  they  were 
many  ten  thousands,  and  was  beaten.  But 
when  the  Jews  saw  that  the  Antiochians  were 
superior,  they  went  up  to  the  top  of  the  pa- 
lace, and  shot  at  them  from  thence  ;  and  be- 
rause  they  were  so  remote  from  them  by  their 
height,  that  they  suffered  nothing  on  their 
side,  but  did  great  execution  on  the  others, 
as  lighting  from  such  an  elevation,  they  drove 
them  out  of  the  adjoining  houses,  and  imme- 
diately set  ihein  on  lire,  whereupon  the  (lame 
spread  itself  over  the  whole  city,  and  burnt 
it  all  down.  This  happened  by  reason  of  the 
closeness  of  the  houses,  and  because  they 
were  generally  built  of  wood:  so  the  Antio- 
chians, when  they  were  not  able  to  help  them- 
selves, nor  to  slop  the  lire,  were  put  tollight. 
And  as  the  Jews  leaped  from  the  top  of  one 
house  to  the  top  of  another,  and  pursued  them 
after  that  manner,  it  thence  happened  that  the 
pursuit  was  very  surprising.  Hut  when  the 
king  saw  that  the  Antiochians  were  very  busy 
in  saving  their  children  and  their  wives,  anil 
so  did  not  light  any  longer,  he  fell  upoTi  them 
in  the  narrow  passages,  and  (ought  Ihern,  and 
slew  a  great  number  of  them,  till  at  last  ihcy 
were  forced  to  throw  down  their  arms,  aiul  lo 
deliver  themselves  up  to  Demetrius.  So  be 
forgave  them  this  their  insolcjit  behaviour, 
and  put  an  end  lo  the  sedition:  and  when  he 
had  given  lewards  to  the  Jews  out  of  the 
rich  spoils  he  had  gotten,  anil  had  returned 
them  thanks,  as  the  cause  of  his  vidorv.  he 
sent  them  away  to  .lern^alcm  to  Jonailian. 
with  an  ample  testimony  of  the  assistance 
they  had  alfordcd  him.  Vet  did  he  prove  an 
ill  man  to  JoJiathan  afterward,  and  broke  the 
promises  be  had  made:  and  he  threatened 
that  he  would  make  war  upon  him.  unless  he 
would  pay  all  that  triliute  which  the  Jewi>h 

nation  owed  to  the  first   kings  [of  Syria]. 

And  this  he  had  done.  ifTripho  had  rot  hin- 
dered him,anddiverted  his  preparations  against 
Jonathan  to  a  concern  for  his  own  preserva- 
tion; for  he  now  returned  out  of  Arabia  into 
Syria,  with  the  child  Antiochus,  for  be  was 
yet  in  age  but  a  youth,  and  put  the  diadem 
on  his  head;  and  as  the  whole  forces  that  had 
left  Demetrius,  because  tbey  had  no  pav,  came 
to  his  assistartce,  he  made  v\ar  upon  Deme- 
trius, and  joining  battle  with  him,  overcame 
him  in  the  fight,  and  took  from  him  both  his 
elephants  and  the  city  of  Antioch. 

4.  Demetrius,  upon  this  defeat,  retired  in- 
to Cilicia;  but  the  child  Antiochus  sent  am- 
bass-adors  and  an  epistle  to  Jonathan,  and 
made  him  his  friend  and  confederate,  and  con- 
firmed to  him  the  high-priesthood,  and  yielded 
up  to  him  the  four  prefectures  which  had  been 
added  to  Judea.  Moreover,  he  sent  him 
vessels  and  cups  of  gold,  and  apurple  gar- 
ment, and  gave  him  leave  to  use  them.  He 
also  presented  him  with  a  golden  button,  and 
styled  iiim  one  of  bis  principal  friends;  and 
appointed  bis  brother  Simon  to  be  the  general 


over  the  forces,  from  the  Ladder  of  Tyre  tin. 
to  Egypt.  So  Jonathan  was  so  pleased  with 
those  grants  made  him  by  Antiochus,  that  he 
sent  ambassadors  to  him  and  to  Trypho,  and 
professed  biniself  to  be  their  friend  and  con- 
federate, and  said  be  would  join  with  him  in 
a  war  against  Demetrius,  informing  him  that 
he  had  made  no  proper  returns  for  the  kind- 
nesses he  had  done  him;  for  that  when  be  had 
received  many  marks  of  kiiulness  from  him, 
when  he  stood  in  great  need  of  them,  he,  for 
such  good  turns,  had  re')uited  him  with  far- 
ther injuries. 

5.  So  Antiochus  gave  Jonathan  leave  to 
r;iise  liiinsclf  a  nmneious  army  out  of  Syria 
and  l^luenicia,  and  to  make  war  against  De- 
mctrius's  gener.ds;  whereupon  be  went  in 
haste  to  the  se\  eral  cities,  which  received  him 
splendidly  indeed,  hut  put  no  forces  into  his 
bands.  .'\nd  when  he  was  come  from  thence 
to  Askelon,  the  inhabitants  of  Askclon  came 
ami  brought  bim  presents,  aiul  met  him  in  a 
splendid  manner.  lie  exhorted  them,  and 
every  one  of  the  cities  of  Ceiesvria,  to  fors;ike 
Demetrius,  and  to  join  \vith  Antiochus,  and 
in  assisting  bim,  to  endeavour  to  punish  D:;- 
mctrius  for  wh;it  offences  he  had  been  guilty 
of  against  themselves;  and  told  them  there 
were  many  reasons  for  that  their  procedure, 
if  they  had  a  mind  so  to  do.  And  when  he 
ha<i  persuaded  those  cities  to  promise  their 
assist:ince  to  Antiochus,  he  came  lo  Gaza,  in 
order  to  induce  them  also  to  be  friends  to 
.\ntioclius:  hut  be  found  the  inhabit.ints  of 
Gaztt  nnu'h  more  alienated  from  hiu)  than  he 
expected,  lor  tbey  hail  shut  their  gates  against 
him;  and  although  they  had  deserted  Deme- 
trius, tbey  bad  not  resolved  to  join  themselves 
to  Antioclnis.  This  provoked  Jonathan  to 
besiege  them,  and  to  harass  their  country; 
for  as  he  set  a  part  of  his  army  round  about 
Gaza  itself,  so  with  the  rest  he  overran  their 
lattd,  and  spoiled  it,  and  burned  what  was  in 
it.  When  the  inhabitants  of  Gaza  saw  tbf  in- 
selves  in  this  state  of  atflictmn,  and  that  no 
assistance  came  to  them  from  Demetrius,  that 
what  distressed  them  was  at  hand,  but  what 
should  profit  them  was  still  at  a  great  distance, 
and  it  was  uncertain  whether  it  would  come 
at  all  or  not,  tbey  thought  it  would  be  pru- 
dent conduct  to  leave  olf  any  longer  continu- 
ance with  him,  and  to  cultivate  friendship 
with  the  other;  so  they  sent  to  Jonathan,  and 
professe<l  they  would  be  his  friends,  and  afford 
him  assistance;  for  such  is  the  temper  of  men, 
that  before  they  have  had  the  trial  of  great 
afflictions,  they  do  not  understand  what  is 
for  their  advantage;  but  when  they  find  them- 
selves under  such  afflictions,  they  then  change 
their  mir\ds,  and  what  it  had  been  better  for 
them  to  have  done  before  they  had  been  &t 
all  damaged,  they  choose  to  do,  but  not  tiil 
after  they  have  suffered  such  damages.  How- 
ever, he  made  a  league  of  friendship  with 
them,  and  took  from  them  hostages  for  their' 
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performance  of  it,  and  sent  these  hostap:es  to 
Jerusalem,  while  he  went  himself  over  all  the 
country,  as  far  as  Damasctis. 

6.    lint  when  he  heard  that  the  penerals  of 
Dometrius's  forces  were  come  to  the  city  Ca- 
desh,  with  a  nuinerous  army  (the  phice  lies 
between  the  land  of  the  Tyriaiis  and  Galilee), 
for  they  supposed  they  should   hereby  draw 
him  out  of  Syri-i,  in  order  to  preserve  Gali- 
lee, and  that  he  would  not  ovt^rlooU  the  <jn- 
lileans.  who  were  bis  own  people,  when  war 
was  made  upon  them,,  he  went  to  meet  them, 
having  left   Simon  in  Judea,  who  raised  as 
great  an  army  as  he  was  able  out  of  the  coun- 
try, aitd  then  sat  down  before  Bethsura,  and 
besieged  it,  that  being  the  strongest  place  in 
III!  Judea;  and  a  garrison  of  Demetrius's  kept 
it,  as  WL-  have  already  related.      But  as  Simon 
was  raising  banks,  and  bringing  his  engines  of 
war  against  Bethsura,  and  was  very  earnest 
about  the  siege  of  it,  the  garrison  whs  afraid 
lest  the  place  should  be  taken  of  Simon  by 
force,  and  they  put  to  the  sword  ;  so  they  sent 
to  Simon,  and  dt'sired  the  security  of  his  oath, 
that  they  should  come  to  no  harm  from  him, 
and  that  they  would  leave  the  place,  and  go 
away  to   Demetrius.      Accordingly,   he  gave 
them  his  oath,  and  ejected  them  out  of  the 
city,  and  he  put  therein  a  garrison  of  his  own. 
7.  But  Jonathan  removed  out  of  Galilee, 
and  from  the  waters  which  are  called  Gen- 
nesar,  for  there  he  was  before  encamped,  and 
came  into  the  plain  thut  is  called  Asor,  with- 
out knowing  that  tlie  enemy  was  there.    When 
therefore  J)emetrius's  men  ktiew  a  day  before- 
hand that  Jonathan  was  coming  against  them, 
they  laid  an  nnibii«;h  in  the  mountain,   who 
were   to   assatdt   him    on  the  sudden,   while 
they  themselves  met  him  with  an  army  in  the 
plain;  which  army,  when  Jonathan  saw  ready 
to  engage  him,  he  also  got  ready  his  own  sol- 
diers for  the  battle  as  well  as  he  was  able 


all  his  affairs  prospered  according  to  his  mind- 
bv  the  providence  of  Go*!,  he  sent  ambassa- 
dors to  the  Romans,  being  desirous  of  renew- 
ing that  friendship  which  their  nation  had  with 
them  formerly.  He  enjoined  the  same  ambas- 
sadors, that,  as  they  came  back,  ih*iy  should 
go  to  the  Spartans  and  put  then,  in  mind  of 
their  friendship  and  kindred.  So  when  the  am- 
bassadors came  to  Rome,  they  went  in  to  their 
senate,  and  said  what  they  were  commanded  by 
Jonathan  their  hish-priest  to  say,  how  he  had 
sent  them  to  confirm  their  friendship.  The 
senate  then  confirmed  what  had  been  formerly 
ilecreed  concerning  their  friendship  with  the 
Jews,  and  gave  them  letters  to  carry  to  all  the 
kings  of  Asia  and  Europe,  and  to  the  gover- 
nors of  the  cities,  that  they  might  safely  con- 
duct them  to  their  own  country.  According- 
ly, as  they  returned,  they  came  to  Sparta,  and 
delivered  the  epistle  which  they  had  received 
of  Jonathan  to  them;  a  copy  of  which  here 

follows: *' Jonathan   the  high-priest  of  the 

Jewish  nation,  and  the  senate,  and  body  of 
the  people  of  the  Jews,  to  the  ephori  and  se- 
nate, and  body  of  the  people  of  the  Lacedo- 
moni.ins,  send  greeting.  If  you  be  well,  and 
both  your  public  and  private  affairs  be  agree- 
able to  your  mind,  it  is  according  to  our 
wishes.  We  are  well  also.  When  in  former 
times  an  epistle  was  brought  to  Onias,  who 
was  then  our  high-priest,  from  Areus,  who  at 
that  time  was  your  king,  by  Demoteles,  con- 
cerning the  kindred  that  was  between  us  and 
you,  a  copy  of  which  is  here  subjoined,  we 
both  joyfully  received  the  epistle,  and  were 
well  pleased  with  Demoteles  and  Areus.  al- 
though we  did  not  need  such  a  demonstration, 
becau:se  wc  were  well  satisfied  about  it  from 
the  sacred  writings,*  yet  did  not  we  think  fit 
first  to  begin  the  claim  of  this  relation  to  you, 
le'^t  we  should  seem  too  early  in  taking  to  our- 
selves the  glory  which  is  now  given  us  by  you. 


Cut  those  that  were  laid  in  ambush  by  Deme-    It  is  a  long  time  since  this  relation  of  ours  to 


trius's  generals  being  behind  them,  the  Jews 
were  afraid  lest  they  should  be  caught  in  the 
midst  between  two  bodies,  and  perish  ;  so 
they  ran  away  in  haste,  and  indeed  all  the 
rest  left  Jonathan,  but  a  few,  that  were  in 
number  about  fifty,  who  staid  witii  bini,  and 
with  them  Mattalhias,  the  son  of  Absalom, 
and  Judas,  the  son  of  Chapseus,  who  were 
commanders  of  the  whole  army.  These 
inarched  boldly,  and  like  men  desperate, 
against  tl  e  enemy,  and  so  pushed  them,  that 
by  tlieir  courage  they  daunted  them,  and  with 
their  weapons  in  their  hands,  they  put  them 
to  (light.  And  when  those  soldiers  of  Jona- 
than that  had  retired,  saw  the  enemy  giving 
way,  they  got  together  after  their  flight,  and 
pursued  them  with  gieat  violence ;  and  this 
did  they  as  far  as  Cadesh,  where  the  camp  of 
the  enemy  lay. 

8.  Jonathan  having  thus  gotten  a  glorious 
victory,  and  slain  twothousati  <  the  enemy, 
returned  to  Jerusalem.      So  when  he  saw  that 


ou  hath  been  renewed;  and  when  we,  upon 
holv  and  festival  days,  offer  sacrifices  to  God, 
we  prav  to  him  for  your  preservation  and  vic- 
tory. As  to  ourselves,  although  we  have  had 
manv  wars,  that  have  compassed  us  around,  by 
reason  of  the  covetousness  of  our  neighbours, 
yet  did  not  we  determine  to  be  troublesome 
either  to  you  or  to  others  that  were  related  to 
us;  but  since  we  have  now  overcome  our  ene- 
mies, and  have  occasion  to  send  Numenius,  the 
sonof  Antiochus,  and  Antipater,  the  son  of  Ja- 
son, who  are  both  honourable  men  belonging 
to  our  senate,  to  the  Romans,  we  gave  them 
this  epistle  to  you  also,  that  they  might  re- 
new that  friendship  which  is  between  us. — 

•  This  clause  is  otherwise  rem^ered  in  the  first  book  of 
Maccahees.  xi:.  9:  "  For  that  we  have  the  Imly  hooks  of 
Scripnues  in  our  hands  to  comfort  us"  The  Hebrew 
original  bting  lost,  we  cannot  certainly  judee  which  ws* 
the  truest  version,  only  'he  cuhert-nce  favmirs  Josepbii*. 
Km  if  Ihifi  were  the  .lews'  meaniii?,  that  tht- y  were  saiis. 
fifil  out  of  their  Uilile  thai  (he  Ji'ws  and  Lacedemonian 
were  of  kin,  that  pait  of  Iheir  Bible  \s  now  lost;  for  Ui» 
tinJ  DO  tuch  oasertJua^n  our  i)n:ieut  copi«4. 
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Vou  will  therefore  do  well  yourselves  to  write 
to  us«  and  send  us  an  account  of  what  you 
stand  in  need  of  from  us,  since  we  are  in  all 
things  disposed  to  act  according  to  your  de- 
sires. So  the  Lacedemonians  received  the 
ambassadors  kindly,  and  made  a  decree  for 
friendship  and  mutual  assistance,  and  sent  it 
to  them. 

y.  At  this  time  there  were  three  sects  among 
the  Jews,  who  bad  different  opinions  concern- 
ing human  actions;  the  one  was  called  the 
sect  of  the  Pharisees,  another  the  sect  of  the 
Sadducees,  and  the  other  the  sect  of  the  Es- 
sens.  Now  for  the  Pharisees,*  they  say  that 
some  actions,  but  not  all,  are  the  work  of  fate, 
and  some  of  them  are  in  our  own  power,  and 
that  they  are  liable  to  fate,  but  are  not  caused 
by  fate.  But  the  sect  of  the  Essens  affirm, 
that  fate  governs  all  things,  and  that  nothing 
befalls  men  but  what  is  according  to  its  deter* 
mination.  And  for  the  Sadducees,  they  take 
avvay  fate,  and  say  there  is  no  such  thing,  and 
that  the  events  of  human  affairs  are  not  at  its 
disposal;  but  tbey  suppose  that  all  our  actions 
are  in  our  own  power,  so  that  we  are  ourselves 
Ihc  causes  of  what  is  good,  and  receive  what 
IS  enl  from  our  own  folly.  However,  I  have 
given  a  more  exact  account  of  these  opinions 
in  the  second  book  of  the  Jewish  War. 

10.  But  now  the  generals  of  Demetrius, 
being  willing  to  recover  the  defeat  tbey  had 
bad,  gathered  a  greater  army  together  than 
tbey  had  before,  and  came  against  Jonathan; 
but  as  soon  as  he  was  informed  of  their  com- 
ing, he  went  suddenly  to  meet  them,  to  the 
country  of  Ilamatb,  for  he  resolved  to  give 
them  no  opportunity  of  coming  into  Judea; 
so  he  pitched  his  camp  at  fifty  furlongs*  dis- 
tance from  the  enemy,  and  sent  out  spies  to 
take  a  view  of  their  camp,  and  after  what 
manner  they  were  encamped.  When  his 
spies  had  given  him  full  information,  and  had 
seized  upon  some  of  them  by  night,  who  told 
him  the  enemy  would  soon  attack  him,  he 
thus  apprized    beforehand,  provided   for   his 

■  Those  that  suppose  Josephus  to  contradict  himself 
in  his  three  several  accounts  of  tb«  notions  of  llir  PNari- 
»ees.  this  heiv,  and  that  earlier  one,  which  is  the  largest. 
Of  the  \»ar,  b.  ii.  ch  i.sect.  U:  and  that  later,  Antiq.b. 
xviii.rh.i.sect-  3;  as  if  he  sometitnes  said  they  introduced 
an  absiilute  fitilily.and  denied  all  freedom  of  human  ac- 
tions, is  almost  wholly  e«""undle^9;  he  ever,  as  the  very 
learned  Cass.iiiboD  here  tnily  ohserves,  a-isrrtini;  Ihit  thi.- 
Pharisees  wt-re  bf-tween  the  Es»'*n»and  Sadducees,  and 
du\  so  far  iiv:ribe  all  to  fate  or  Divine  Frovidenre  as  was 
consistent  with  the  freedom  of  human  actions.  However, 
Iheir  ptrplexi-d  way  of  talking  about  fate  or  I'rnvidence. 
as  ovei-ruling  ail  things,  made  itrommonly  thought  they 
were  willing  to  excuse  their  tins  by  ascribing  them  to 
fate,  as  in  t!ie  Apostolical  Constitutions,  b.  vi.  ch.  vi  — 
Perhaps,  under  the  sam?  general  name  some  difierence 
of  opinions  in  this  point  might  be  propa^ted.  as  is  very 
common  in  all  parties,  especially  in  points  of  metaphysi- 
cal sublilty.  However,  oiir  Josephus.  who  in  his  heart 
was  a  great  admirer  of  the  piety  of  the  Essens,wa5  yet  in 
practice  a  I'harisce.as  he  himself  informs  us,  in  his  own 
l.ire.»ert  2.  And  his  account  of  this  doctr  ne  of  the  Pha- 
n^ires.  is  for  certain  agreeable  to  his  own  opinion,  who 
b'lh  allowed  the  freedom  of  human  actions,  and  \et 
•tioncly  belicvt-d  the  powerful  interposition  of  l>ivine 
P*f>vidence,  Ser  concerning  this  m;itler  a  remarkable 
»e,  ADtiq.  b   xviji.ch.  xL  aecL  " 


security,  and  placed  watchmen  beyond  hia 
camp,  and  kept  all  his  forces  armed  all  night; 
and  he  gave  them  a  charge  to  be  of  good  cou- 
rage, and  to  have  their  minds  prepared  to  fight 
in  the  nigbt-time,  if  they  should  be  obliged 
so  to  do,  lest  their  enemy's  designs  should 
seem  concealed  from  tbero.  But  when  Deme- 
trius's  commanders  were  informed  that  Jona- 
than knew  what  they  intended,  their  counsels 
were  disordered,  and  it  alarmed  them  to  find 
that  the  enemy  had  disco^  ered  those  their  in* 
tentions ;  nor  did  they  expect  to  overcome 
lijein  any  other  way,  now  they  hai\  failed  in 
the  snares  they  had  laid  for  them;  for  ^buuld 
they  hazard  an  open  battle,  they  did  not  think 
they  should  be  a  match  for  Jonathan's  army, 
so  they  resolved  to  fly:  and  having  lighted 
many  fires,  that  when  the  enemy  saw  tbein 
they  might  suppose  they  were  there  still,  they 
retired.  But  when  Jonathan  came  to  give 
them  battle  in  the  morning  lu  their  camp,  and 
found  it  deserted,  and  understood  they  were 
fled,  he  pursued  them;  yet  he  could  not  over- 
take thetn,  for  they  had  already  passed  over 
the  river  Eleutherus,  and  were  out  of  danger. 
So  when  Jonathan  was  returned  thence,  he 
went  into  A.rabia,  and  fought  against  the  Na- 
bateans,  and  drove  away  a  great  deal  of  their 
prey,  and  took  [many]  captives,  and  came  to 
Damascus,  and  there  sold  olT  what  he  had 
taken.  About  the  same  time  it  was  that  Si- 
mon his  brother  went  over  all  Judea  and  Pa- 
lestine, as  far  as  Askdon,  and  fortified  the 
strong  holds:  and  when  he  bad  made  them 
very  strong,  both  in  the  edifices  erected,  and 
in  the  garrisons  placed  in  them,  he  came  to 
Joppa;  and  when  he  had  taken  it,  he  brought 
a  great  garrison  into  it,  for  he  heard  that  the 
people  of  Joppa  were  disposed  to  deliver  up 
the  city  to  Demetrius's  generals. 

U.  When  Simon  and  Jonathan  had  finish- 
ed  these  affairs,  they  returned  to  Jerusalem, 
where  Jonathan  gathered  all  the  people  toge- 
ther, and  took  counsel  to  restore  the  walls  of 
Jerusalem,  and  to  rebuild  the  wall  that  en- 
compassed the  temple,  which  had  been  thrown 
down,  and  to  make  the  places  adjoining 
stronger,  by  very  high  towers;  and  besides 
that,  to  build  another  wall  in  the  midst  ol 
the  city,  in  ord&r  to  exclude  the  market-place 
from  the  garrison,  which  was  in  the  citadel, 
and  by  that  means  to  hinder  them  from  any 
plenty  of  provisions;  and  moreover,  to  make 
the  fortresses  that  were  in  the  country  much 
stronger,  and  more  defensible  than  they  were 
before.  And  when  these  things  were  approv- 
ed of  by  the  multitude,  as  rightly  proposed, 
Jonathan  himself  took  care  of  the  building 
that  belonged  to  the  city,  and  sent  Simon 
away  to  make  the  fortressesin  the  country  more 
secure  than  formerly.  But  Demetrius  passed 
over  [Euphrates],  and  came  into  Mesopota- 
mia, as  dcjiirous  to  retain  that  country  still,  as 
well  as  Babylon;  and  when  he  should  have 
obtained  the  dominion  of  the  upper  provinceg, 
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to  lay  a  fountJation  for  recovering  his  entire 
kingdom;  for  these  Greeks  and  Macedonians, 
who  dwelt  there,  frequently  sent  ambassadors 
to  hiro.and  promised  that  if  he  would  come  to 
them,  they  would  deliver  themselves  up  to 
him,  and  assist  him  in  tichting  against  Ar- 
saces,*  the  king  of  the  Parthians.  So  be  was 
elevated  with  these  hopes,  and  came  hastily  to 
them,  as  having  resolved  thnt,  if  he  had  once 
overthrown  the  Parthians^  and  gotten  an  ar- 
my of  his  own,  he  would  make  war  against 
Trypho,  and  eject  him  out  of  Syria;  and  the 
people  of  that  country  received  him  with  great 
alacrity.  So  he  raised  forces,  with  which  he 
fought  against  Arsaces,  and  lost  all  his  army; 
and  was  himself  taken  alive,  as  we  have  else- 
where related. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

HOW  JONATHAN  WAS  SLAIV  BY  TREACHEUT  ; 
AND  HOW  THEREUPON  THE  JEWS  MADE 
SIMON  TIlEin  GENERAL  AND  HIGH-PUIEST; 
WHAT  COUllAGEOUS  ACTIONS  HE  ALSO  PER- 
FORMED, ESPECIALLY  AGAINST  TaYPHO. 

§  1.  Now  when  Trypho  knew  what  had  he- 
fallen  Demetrius,  he  was  no  longer  firm  to 
Antiochus,  hut  contrived  by  hubtilty  to  kill 
him,  and  then  take  possession  of  his  kingdom; 
but  the  fear  that  he  was  in  of  Jonathan  was, 
an  obstacle  to  thi-*  liis  design,  for  Jonathan 
was  a  friend  to  Aniiotlius,  tor  which  cause  he 
resolved  first  to  take  Jonathau  out  of  the 
way,  and  then  tosrt  about  his  design  relating 
to  Antiochus;  but  lie.  judging  it  best  to  take 
him  otf  by  deceit  and  Ireiicbery,  came  from 
Antioch  to  Betli>han,  whirh  tiy  the  Greeks  i« 
called  Scythopolis,  at  wliirh  (>];K'e  Jonalhaii 
met  him  with  forty  thousand  chu'^en  men,  for 
he  thought  that  he  came  to  fighl  him;  brtt 
when  he  perceived  that  Jonathan  was  re;idy 
to  fight,  he  attempted  to  gain  lum  by  presents 
and  kind  treatment,  urul  gave  order  to  bis 
captains  to  obey  him,  and  by  ihe?e  means  was 
desirous  to  give  assurance  of  bis  good-will, 
and  to  take  away  all  suspicions  out  of  liis 
mind,  that  so  he  might  make  him  careless 
and  inconsiderate,  and  might  take  him  when 
he  was  unguarded.  He  also  advised  him  to 
dismiss  his  army,  because  there  was  no  occa- 
sion for  bringing  it  with  him,  when  there  was 
no  war,  but  all  was  in  peace.  Honever,  he 
desired  him  to  retain  a  few  about  him,  and 
go  with  him  to  Ptolemais,  for  that  he  would 
deliver  the  city  up  to  him,  and  would  bring 


*  The  ktnt;,  who  was  of  the  faraoas  race  of  Arsaees,  is 

both  here  anij  1  Mac.  xit.  2,  c;>Ilcd  by  the  family-name 
Arsaces;  but  Appian  says  his  proper  name  was  Phraales. 
lie  is  here  also  ral!ed  by  josephui  the  ting  of  llie  Par- 
thians. a5  !he  (ireeks  use«I  to  call  ibem;  but  by  Ihe  elJet 
aulhorof  t'lie  First  Marcabfe:*.  Hie  ^ing  of  Uie  Persians 
Btid  Metles.  acordire  to  the  lancuaff?  of  the  eastern  ria- 
M«ni.    See  Auibsot.  a«e.  f^rt  iL  p.  liCft. 


all  the  fortresses  that  were  in  the  country  uik 
der  his  dominion;  and  he  told  him  that  he 
came  with  those  very  designs. 

2.  Yet  did  not  Jonathan  suspect  any  thing 
at  all  by  this  his  management,  but  believed 
that  Trypho  gave  this  advice  out  of  kindness, 
and  with  a  sincere  design.  Accordingly,  he 
dismissed  his  army,  and  retained  no  more  t!ian 
three  thousand  of  them  with  him,  and  left 
two  thousand  in  Galilee;  and  he  him?elf, 
with  one  thousand,  came  with  Tr\  pho  to  Pto- 
lemais :  but  when  the  people  of  Ptolemaia 
had  shut  their  gates,  as  it  had  been  com- 
manded by  Trypho  to  do,  he  took  Jonathan 
ative.  and  slew  all  that  were  with  him.  He 
also  sent  soldiers  against  those  two  thousand 
that  were  left  in  Galilee,  in  order  to  destroy 
them:  hut  those  men  having  beard  the  report 
of  what  had  happened  to  Jonathan,  they  pre- 
vented the  execution,  and  before  those  that 
were  sent  by  Trypho  came,  they  covered  them- 
selves with  their  armour,  and  went  away  out 
of  the  country.  Now  when  those  that  were 
sent  against  them  saw  that  they  were  ready 
to  fight  for  their  lives,  they  gave  them  no  dis- 
turbance, but  returned  back  to  Trypho. 

3.  But  when  the  people  of  Jerus;ilem  heard 
that  Jonathan  wa'*  taken,  and  thut  the  soldiers 
who  were  with  him  were  destroyed,  they  de- 
plored his  sad  fate;  and  there  was  earnest  in- 
quiry made  about  him  by  every  body,  and  a 
great  and  just  fear  fell  upon  them,  and  tivAflt 
them  sad,  lest  now  they  were  deprived  of  the 
courage  and  conduct  of  Jonathan,  the  nation} 
about  them  should  bear  them  ill-will;  and  at 
they  werebeforequietonaccount  of  Jonathan, 
they  should  now  rise  up  against  them,  and  b) 
making  war  with  them,  should  force  them  into 
the  utmost  dangers.  And  indeed  what  they 
suspected  really  befell  them;  for  when  those 
nations  heard  of  the  death  of  Jonathan,  thej 
beir-in  to  make  war  with  the  Jews  as  now  des- 
titutc  of  a  governor;  Trypho  liimself  got  aA 
army  together,  and  bad  an  intention  to  go  up 
to  Judea.  and  make  war  against  its  inhabi. 
tants.  lint  when  Simon  saw  that  the  people 
t)f  Jerusalem  were  terrified  at  the  circum- 
>tances  they  were  in,  he  desired  to  make  • 
sptecb  to  them,  and  thereby  to  render  them 
Tiiore  resolute  in  opposing  Trypho  when  he 
should  come  against  them.  He  then  called' 
the  people  together  into  the  temple, and  thence 
began  thus  to  encourage  them: — **  O  my 
countrymen,  you  are  not  ignorant  that  our 
father,  mvself,  and  my  brethren,  have  ventured 
to  hazard  our  lives,  and  that  willingly,  for  the 
recovery  of  your  liberty;  since  I  have  there- 
fore such  plenty  of  examples  before  me,  and 
we  of  our  family  have  determined  with  our- 
selves to  die  for  our  laws  and  our  divine  wor- 
ship, there  shall  no  terror  be  so  great  as  to 
banish  this  resolution  from  our  souU,  nor  to 
introduce  in  its  place  a  love  of  life  and  a  con- 
tempt of  glory.  Do  you  theiefore  follow  me 
with  alacrity  whitber&oever  I  shall  lead  y   ^ 
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&s  not  destitute  of  puch  a  captain  as  is  willing 
to  suffer,  and  to  do  the  greatest  things  for  you; 
for  neither  am  I  better  than  my  brethren  that 
I  should  be  sparing  of  my  own  life,  nor  so  far 
worse  than  they  as  to  avoid  and  refuse  what 
they  thought  the  most  honourable  of  all  things, 
—  I  mean,  to  undergo  death  for  your  laws, 
and  for  that  worship  of  God  which  is  peculiar 
to  you;  I  will  therefore  give  such  proper  de- 
monstrations as  will  show  that  I  am  their  own 
brother;  and  1  am  so  bold  as  to  expect  that  I 
shall  avenge  their  blood  upon  our  enemies,  and 
deliver  you  all,  with  your  wives  and  children, 
from  the  injuries  they  intend  against  yon,  and, 
with  God's  assistance,  to  preserve  your  tem- 
ple from  destruction  by  them;  for  I  see  that 
these  nations  have  you  in  contempt,  as  being 
without  a  governor,  and  that  they  thence  are 
encouraged  to  make  war  against  vo»," 

4.  By  this  speech  of  Simon,  he  inspired  the 
multitude  with  courage;  and  as  they  bad  be- 
fore been  dispirited  through  fear,  they  were 
now  raised  to  a  pood  hope  of  better  thing", 
insomuch  that  the  whole  multitude  of  the  peo- 
ple cried  out  all  at  once,  that  Simon  should  be 
leader;  and  that  instead  of  Jurlas  and  Jona- 
than his  brethren,  he  shoulil  have  the  govern- 
ment over  them:  and  they  promised  that  thev 
would  readily  obey  him  in  whatsoever  be 
should  command  tbem.  So  he  got  together 
immediately  all  his  own  soldiers  that  were  fit 
for  war,  and  made  haste  in  rebuilding  the  walls 
of  the  city,  and  strengthening  them  by  very 
high  and  strong  towers,  and  sent  a  friend  of 
his,  one  Jonathan,  the  son  of  Absalom,  to 
Joppa,  and  gave  him  order  to  eject  the  inhabi- 
tants out  of  the  city,  for  he  was  afraid  lest  they 
should  deliver  up  the  city  to  Trypho;  but  he 
himself  staid  to  secure  Jerusalem. 

5.  But  Trypho  removed  from  Piolemais 
with  a  great  army,  and  came  into  Judea,  and 
brought  Jonathan  with  him  in  bonds.  Simon 
also  met  him  with  his  army  at  the  city  Adida, 
which  is  upon  a  hill,  and  beneith  it  lie  the 
plains  of  Judea.  And  when  Trypho  knew 
that  Simon  was  by  the  Jews  made  their  gover- 
nor, he  sent  to  him,  and  would  have  imposed 
upon  him  by  deceit  and  treachery,  and  de- 
sired, if  he  would  have  his  brother  Jonathan 
released,  that  he  would  send  him  an  hundred 
talents  of  silver,  and  two  of  Jonathans  sons 
as  hostages,  that  when  he  shall  be  released, 
he  may  not  make  Judea  revolt  from  the  king; 
for  that  at  present  he  was  kept  in  bonds  on 
account  of  the  money  he  had  borrowed  of  the 
king,  and  now  owed  it  to  him.  But  Simon 
was  aware  of  the  craft  of  1  rypho;  and  al- 
though  he  knew  that  if  he  gave  him  the  mo- 
ney he  should  lose  it,  and  that  Trypho  would 
not  set  his  brother  free,  and  withal  should 
deliver  the  sons  of  Jonathan  to  the  enemv, 
yet  because  he  was  afraid  that  he  should  have 
a  calumny  raised  against  him  among  the  mul- 
titude as  the  ca.ise  of  his  brother's  death,  if 
he  neith.;r  gave  the  money  nur  sunt  Jona- 


tban's  sons,  he  gathered  his  army  together, 
and  told  them  what  offers  Trypho  had  made 
and  added  this,  that  the  offers  were  ensnaring 
and  treacherous,  and  yet  that  it  was  more  eli- 
gible to  send  the  money  and  Jonatban'&  sons, 
than  to  be  liable  to  the  imputation  of  not 
complying  with  Trypho's  offers,  and  thereby 
refusing  to  save  bis  brother.  Accordingly, 
Simon  sent  the  sons  of  Jonathan  and  the 
money;  but  when  Trypho  had  received  them 
he  did  not  keep  his  promise,  nor  set  Jonathan 
free,  but  took  his  army,  and  went  about  all 
the  country,  and  resolved  to  go  afterward  to 
Jerusalem,  by  the  way  of  Idumea,  while  Si- 
mon went  over-against  him  with  his  army, 
and  all  along  pitched  his  camp  orer-again»t 
his. 

6.  But  when  those  that  were  in  the  citadel 
hid  sent  to  Trypho,  and  besought  him  to  make 
haste  and  come  to  them,  and  to  send  them 
provisions,  he  prepared  his  cavalry  as  though 
he  would  be  at  Jerusalem  that  very  night; 
but  so  great  a  quantity  of  snow  fell  in  the 
night,  that  it  covered  the  roads,  and  made 
them  so  deep  that  there  was  no  passing,  espe- 
cially for  the  cavalry.  This  hindered  him 
from  coming  to  Jerusalem;  whereupon  Try- 
pho removed  thence,  and  came  into  Celesjria, 
and  falling  vehemently  upon  the  land  of  Gi- 
lead,  he  slew  Jonathan  there;  and  when  he 
had  given  order  for  his  burial,  he  returned 
himself  to  Ant^och.  However,  Simon  sent 
some  to  the  city  Basca  to  bring  away  his  bro- 
ther's bones,  and  buried  them  in  their  own 
city  Modin;  and  all  the  people  made  great 
lamentation  over  him.  Simon  also  erected  a 
very  large  monument  for  his  father  and  his 
brethren  of  white  and  polished  stone,  and 
raised  it  a  great  height,  and  so  as  to  be  seen  a 
long  way  off.  and  made  cloisters  about  it,  and 
set  up  pillars,  which  were  of  one  stone  a- piece 
a  work  it  was  wonderful  to  see.  Moreover 
ho  built  seven  pyramids  also  for  his  parents 
and  brethren,  one  for  each  of  them,  which 
were  made  verysurprising,  both  for  their  large 
nessand  beauty,  and  which  have  been  preserved 
to  this  day;  and  we  know  that  it  was  Simon 
who  bestowed  so  much  zeal  about  the  burial 
of  Jorrathan,  and  the  building  of  these  monu- 
ments for  his  relations.  Now  Jonathan  died 
when  he  had  been  high- priest  four  years," 
and  had  been  also  the  governor  of  his  nation. 
.\nd  these  were  the  circumstances  that  con- 
cerned his  death, 

•  There  is  some  error  in  the  copies  here,  when  no  more 
than  four  years  are  ascriljed  t,>  the  tiijiii-iiricilhood  of  Jo- 
nathan. We  know  by  Josephus's  laiil'jewisb  chronolo^*) 
Antiq  b  x\.  ch.  X  that  there  wa.-*  an  interval  of  seven 
veaii  between  the  death  of  Alritr.ii^.or  .facimus.  the  lait 
t.igh-priest.  and  the  real  higb-pnesthood  of  Jonathan,  to 
whom  yet  those  seven  years  seem  here  to  bo  asrribed,  a» 
a  pari  of  them  were  to  Judas  before,  Antiq.  b  xii.  ch.  x. 
Sfct  G.  Now  since,  besides  these  seven  yer^rs  interrey- 
nt,m  in  the  pontihcate,  we  are  Ir.Id,  Antiq.  b.  XX  ch.  X. 
that  .lonalhin's  real  tiidh-prieslli.njd  lasted  seven  years 
■II i'fe.  these  luo  seven  years  will  inal-e  up  fonrteen  yeaifcj 
wlijeh.  1  suppose,  was  Josephus's  own  number  in  tbit 
place,  iosTead  of  the  lour  in  onr  prtsent  copies- 
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7.  But  Simon,  who  was  made  bigh-priest 
by  the  multitude,  on  the  very  tirst  year  of  his 
hich-priesthood,  set  his  people  Iree  from  their 
pl»verv  under  the  Macedonians,  and  permit- 
teil  them  to  pay  tribute  to  them  no  longer; 
which  liberty  and  freedom  from  tribute  they 
obtained,  after  a  hundred  and  seventy  years' 
of  the  kingdom  of  the  Assyrians,  which  was 
after  Seleucus,    who  was  called   Nicator,  got 
the  dominion  over  Syria.      Now  the  affection 
of  the  multitude  towards  Simon  ^s  so  great, 
that  in  their  contracts  one  with  another,  and 
in  their  public  record?,  they  wrote,  "in  the 
first  year  of  Simon  the  benefactor  and  eth- 
narch  of  the  Jews;"  for  under  him  they  were 
very  happy,  and  overcame  the  enemies  that 
were   round  about   them ;    for    Simon   over- 
threw the  city  Gazara,  and  Joppa,  and  Jam- 
nia.     He  also  took  the  citadel  of  Jerusalem 
by  siege,  and  cast  it  down  to  the  ground,  that 
it  might  not  be  any  more  a  place  of  refuge  to 
their  enemies  when  they  took  it,  to  do  them 
a  mischief,  as  it  had  been  till   now.      And 
when  be  bad  done  this,  he  thought  it  their 
best  way,  and  most  for  their  advantage,  to 
level  the  very  mountain  itself  upon  which  the 
citadel  happened  to  stand,  that  so  the  temple 
might  be  higher  than  it.     And,  indeed,  when 
he  had  called  the  multitude  to  an  assembly, 
he  persuaded  them  to  have  it  so  demolished, 
und  this  by  putting  them  in  mind  what  miie- 
ries  they   had   suffered   by   its   garrison   and 
the  Jewish  deserters;  and  what  miseries  they 
might  hereafter  sulfer  in  case  any  foreigner 
should  obtain  the  kingdom,  and  put  a  garrison 
into  that  citadel.      This  speech  induced  the 
multitude  to  a  compliance,  because  he  exhorted 
them  to  do  nothing  but  what  was  for  their 
own  good:   60  they  all  set  themselves  to  the 
work,  and  levelled  the  mountain,  and  in  that 
work  spent  both  day  and  night  without  inter- 
mission, which  cost  them  three  whole  years 
before  it  was  removed,  and  brought  to  an  en- 
tire level  with  the   [ilain  of  the  rest  of  the 
city.     After  which  the  temple  was  the  highest 
of  all  the  buildings,  now  the  citadel,  as  well 
as  the  mountain  whereon   it  stood,  were  de- 
molished.     And  these  actions  were  thus  per- 
tunned  under  Simon. 

*  These  one  hundred  and  seventy  years  of  the  AbS>-- 
rians  moan  n  1  more,  a*  Josephns  explains  himself  here, 
Ihanfrom  theierio'f  S-leuruswhicli.  nsit  is  known  lo 
b^iTe  bc^an  on  the:U-ith  vear  helore  the  Ciiristian  rem, 
fiom  its  spring  in  tiie  lirst  hook  of  !Mar.-;ih.-es.  and  from 
its  autumn  in  the  second  book  of  Mac<Mhees,  s-t  did  it 
not  begin  at  Bah\Ion  till  the  next  serine,  on  the  31111. 
leaf.  See  i*rid.  atthe  year;U2.  And  it  is  trtily  observed 
Oy  Dr.  Hudson  on  this  j)Iare,  that  the  Syrians  and  As- 
syrians are  sometimes  confounded  in  ancient  authors, 
according  to  the  words  of  .Tustin,  the  epitomi;!er  of  Tro- 
gus  l*ompeias,  who  says,  tnat  "  the  Assyrians  were  after- 
wards called  Syrians."  b.  i  ch.  xi.  See  of  the  War,  b. 
V.  ch.  ix.  sect.  4.  where  the  I*hilistine5  themselves,  at  the 
very  south  limit  of  S\ria  in  its  utmost  extent,  aic  called 
AwyriaDs  by  Jusepbus,  as  Spaubeitu  obsePi'et. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

HOW  SIMON  CONFEDERATED  HIMSELF  WITH 
ANTIOCHUS  PIUS,  AND  MADE  WAU  AGAINST 
TKYPHO,  AND,  A  LITTLE  AFTEKWAItDS, 
AGAINST  CENDEBEUS,  THE  GENERAL  OV  AN- 
TIOCHUS'S  ARMY;  AS  ALSO  HOW  SIMON  WAS 
MITUDERED  BV  HIS  SON-IN-LAW,  PTOLEMY, 
AND  THAT  BY  TREACHERY. 

§  1.  t  Now  a  little  while  after  Demetrius 
had  been  carried  into  captivity,  Tr\  pho  his 
governor  destroyed  Antiochiis.J  the  son  of 
Alexander,  who  was  also  called  The  Gvd^\ 
and  this  when  he  had  reigned  four  years, 
though  he  gave  it  out  that  lie  died  under  the 
bands  of  the  surgeons.  He  then  sent  his 
friends,  and  those  that  were  most  intimate 
with  him,  to  the  soldiers,  and  promised  thut 
he  would  give  them  a  great  deal  of  money  i! 
they  would  make  him  king.  He  intimated 
to  them  that  Demetrius  was  made  a  captive 
by  the  Parthians;  and  that  Demetiius's  bro- 
ther Antiocbus,  if  he  came  to  be  kin^,  would 
do  them  a  great  deal  of  mischief,  in  way  ol 
revenge  for  revolting  from  his  brother.  So 
the  soldiers,  in  expectation  of  the  wealth  they 

+  It  must  here  be  diligently  noted,  thrtt  JosepTius*i 
copy  of  the  first  itonk  of  Marcibees  which  he  has  s« 
rareliitly  tol)oui-d.  and  faithfully  obridccd.  aa  far  .13  tht 
tiftitlh  verse  of  Ibe  tliirteenth  rhnjiler,  8ecm«  there  ta 
have  et.ded.  What  few  things  there  are  afterwarrts  com- 
iiion  lo  titilh,  mii;tit  prubably  he  learned  by  bim  from 
some  other  more  itnperlect  records.  However,  wp  i)iu&t 
exnclly  obiier\e  here,  what  the  remaiiiini;  pari  nf  lh:il 
b'ol.  of  ihe  Maccabees  informs  us  of,  and  wliat  Joar- 
phus  would  never  have  outittt-d  hud  his  copy  contniiied 
so  much,— that  this  Simon  itie  (ireat,  the  Muecttbee, 
made  a  league  with  Aniiochus  Soler,  the  son  of  Deme- 
(rms  Soter,  and  brother  ol  the  other  iVmetrius.  who 
was  now  a  caplive  ill  I'uribia;  that  upon  bin  Coming  la 
the  crown  about  the  i-40ih  year  belore  the  Christian 
ajra,  he  granted  creat  privileces  to  the  Jewish  nation 
and  to  Simon  their  higli-priest  and  ethnarch:  wbicb 
|irivileijes  Simon  seems  to  have  taken  of  his  own  accord 
-tlniiit  three  years  belore.  In  particular,  he  gjve  bim 
leave  to  roio  money  for  bis  country  with  hU  own  stamp: 
and  asronceniin^Jeiu^alem  and  the  sanctuary,  thai  they 
should  be  Iree.  or,  as  the  vulgar  Latin  fiath  it,  "  h..ly  und 
fiee"  (I  Maccab.  xv.  6,?,)  which  I  lake  to  be  Ihe  true 
rvadinR,  as  lieing  Ihe  very  words  of  his  father's  concci- 
sion  otTered  to  Jonathan  several  years  liefure;  ch.  n  31; 
and  Anliq.  b.  xiii.  ch.  ii,  sect.  3.  Now  what  makes  ihJi 
date  and  these  grants  greatly  rtrraarkahle,  is  Ibe  stair  of 
the  remaiuinfi  genuine  shekels  of  the  Jews  wiib  Samarw 
tan  characters,  which  seem  to  have  been  (nto^tt  of  lliem 
at  least)  coined  in  the  first  four  years  of  this  Simon,  tha 
Asatuonean,  and  having  upon  them  these  words  on  on» 
side,  "Jerusalem  the  Holy;"  and  on  the  reverse,  "  In  the 
^(■a^  of  Freedom,"  1,  or  2,  or  3,  or  -4;  which  shekelft, 
tin'refore.  are  original  monuments  of  these  times,  and 
undeniable  marks  of  the  truth  of  the  history  in  these 
chapters,  llioui;h  it  be  in  great  measure  omitted  by  Josp- 
phus.  See  hssay  on  the  (Hd  Test.  p.  157.  l.iS.  The 
reason  why  I  rather  suppose  that  his  Cttjiy  of  the  Matxa. 
bees  wanted  these  chapters,  than  that  his  own  copiesare 
here  imperlect  is  this:  That  all  their  contents  are  not 
here  oniitled,  though  much  the  greater  part  be. 

X  How  Trypho  killed  this  Antiocbus.  the  epitome  of 
Livy  informs  us,  chapter  SJ.  viz.  that  he  corrupted  hi» 
physicians  or  surgeons,  who,  falsely  pretending  lo  the 
people  that  he  was  perishing  with  the  slone,  as  they  cut 
him  for  it.  killed  him;  which  exactly  agrees  with  Josfr 
phus. 

II  That  thi«  Antiocbus,  the  son  of  Alexander  BaJaa, 
wa«  caUed  -the  God."  is  evident  from  bis  coin^  which 
SpaDheim  assures  us  bear  this  inscription:  **  Kio{  An* 
dochoa  the  Gedr  Epiphaaei  i^t  VctoriMO*." 
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should  get  by  bestowing-  the  kingdom  upon 
Trv|»ho,  made  him  their  rultr.  However, 
when  Trypho  had  gained  the  management  ot 
itff»ir8,  he  demonstrated  bis  disposition  to  be 
\vicke<l;  for  while  he  was  a  private  person, 
he  cultivated  a  familiarity  with  the  multitude, 
and  pretended  to  great  moderation,  and  so 
drew  them  on  artfully  to  whatsoever  he  pleas- 
ed ;  but  when  he  had  once  taken  the  king- 
dom, he  laid  aside  any  farther  dissimulation, 
and  was  the  true  Trvpbo;  which  behaviour 
made  his  enemies  superior  to  him  ;  fur  the 
soldiers  hated  him,  and  revolted  from  him  to 
Cleopatra,  the  wife  of  Demetrius,  who  was 
then  shut  up  in  Seleucia  with  her  children; 
but  as  Antiochus,  the  brother  of  Demetrius 
who  was  called  Soter,  was  not  admitted  by 
any  of  the  cities,  on  account  of  Trypho,  Cleo- 
patra sent  to  him,  and  invited  him  to  marry 
her,  and  to  take  the  kingdom.  The  reasons 
why  she  made  this  invitation  were  these; 
That  her  friends  persuaded  her  to  it,  and  that 
she  was  afraid  for  herself,  in  case  some  of 
the  people  of  Seleucia  should  dtliver  up  the 
city  to  Trypho. 

2.  As  Anlioclius  was  now  come  to  Seleu- 
cia, and  his  forces  increased  every  day,  be 
marched  to  fi^bt  Trypiu>;  and  having  beaten 
him  in  the  batik*,  he  ejected  liini  out  of  the 
Upper  Syria  into  Phajnicia,  and  pursued  him 
thither,  and  hesit-gcd  h'm  in  Dora,  which  was 
B  fortress  hard  to  he  t:ikcn,  whither  he  had 
fled.  He  al>o  sent  anibassadurs  to  Simon  the 
Jewish  high-priest,  about  a  leu^'ue  of  friend- 
ship and  mutual  ai^sistunce;  who  readily  ac- 
cepted of  the  invitation,  and  sent  to  Antio- 
chuiB  great  sums  of  nmney  and  provisions  for 
those  that  besieged  Dora,  and  thereby  sup- 
plied them  very  plentifully,  so  that  for  a  little 
while  he  was  looked  upmi  as  one  of  bis  most 
intimate  friends;  but  stUl  Trypho  fled  from 
Dora  to  Apaniia,  where  he  was  taken  during 
the  siege,  and  put  to  death,  when  he  had 
reigned  three  >ear3. 

3.  However,  Antiochus  forgot  the  kind 
assistance  that  Simon  bad  alforded  him  in 
his  necessity,  by  reason  of  his  covetous  and 
wicked  disposition,  and  committed  an  army  of 
fioldiers  to  his  friend  Cendebeus,  and  sent  him 
at  once  to  ravage  Judea,  and  to  seize  Simon. 
When  Simon  heard  of  Antiocbus's  breaking 
his  league  with  him,  although  he  were  now 
in  year*,  yot.  provoked  with  the  unjust  treat- 
ment he  had  met  with  from  Antiochus,  and 
taking  a  resolution  brisker  than  his  age  could 
wtU  bear,  be  went  like  a  young  man  to  act 
■i&  general  of  his  army.  He  also  sent  his  sons 
before  among  thi;  roost  hardy  of  bis  soldiers, 
ind  he  himself  marched  on  with  his  army 
another  way,  and  laid  many  of  his  men  in 
ambushes  in  the  narrow  valleys  between  the 
mountains;  nor  did  he  fail  of  success  in 
nn\  one  of  his  attempts,  but  was  too  hard 
for  his  enemies  in  every  one  of  them.  So 
be  led  the  rest  of  his  life  in  peace,  and  did 


also   himself  make   a   league   with  the   R(v 
mans. 

4,  Now  he  was  ruler  of  the  Jews  in  all 
eight  years;  but  at  a  feast  came  to  his  end. 
It  was  caused  by  the  treachery  of  his  son-in- 
law  Ptolemy,  who  caught  also  his  wife,  and 
two  of  his  sons,  and  kept  them  in  bonds.  Ho 
also  sent  some  to  kill  John  the  third  son, 
whose  name  was  Hyrcanus:  but  the  young 
man  perceiving  them  coming,  he  avoided  the 
danger  he  was  in  from  them,*  and  made  haste 
into  the  city  [Jerusalem],  as  relying  on  the 
good-will  of  the  multitude,  because  of  the 
benefits  they  had  received  from  his  father,  and 
because  of  the  hatred  the  same  multitude  bare 
to  Ptolemy;  so  that  when  Ptolemy  was  en- 
deavouring to  enter  the  city  by  another  gate, 
they  drove  him  away,  as  having  already  ad- 
mitted Hvrcanus. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

HYRCANUS  RECEIVES  THE  IIIGH-PBIESTHOOD, 

AND  EJKCTS  PTOLEMY  OUT  OF  THE  COUN- 
TUV.  ANTIOCHUS  MAKES  WAR  AGAINST 
HYRCANUS,  AND  AFTtRWARDS  MAKES  A 
LEAGUE  WITH   HIM. 

^  1.  So  Ptolemy  retired  to  one  of  the  for- 
tresses that  was  above  Jericho,  which  was  called 
Da^on.  lUit  Hyrcanus  having  taken  the 
high-priesthood  that  had  been  his  father's  be- 
fore, and  in  the  first  place  propitiated  God  by 
sacrifices,  he  then  made  an  expedition  against 
Ptolemy ;  and  when  be  made  his  attacks 
upon  the  place,  in  other  points  he  was  too 
hard  for  him,  but  was  rendered  weaker  than 
he,  by  the  commiseration  he  had  for  his  mo- 
ther and  his  brethren,  and  by  that  only;  for 
Ptolemy  brought  them  upon  the  wall,  and 
tormented  them  in  the  sight  of  all,  and  threa- 
tened that  he  would  throw  them  down  head- 
long, unless  Hyrcanus  would  leave  off  the 
siege;  and  as  he  thought  that,  so  far  as  he 
relaxed  to  the  siege  and  taking  of  the  place, 
so  much  favour  did  he  show  to  those  that  were 
dearest  to  him  by  preventing  their  misery,  his 
zeal  about  it  was  cooled.  However,  his  mo- 
ther spread  out  her  hands,  and  begged  of  him 
that  he  would  not  grow  remiss  on  her  account, 
but  indulge  his  indignation  so  much  the  more, 
and  that  he  would  do  his  utmost  to  take  the 
place  quickly,  in  order  to  get  their  enemy  un- 
der his  power,  and  then  to  avenge  upon  him 

*  Hrre  Josephus  be^ns  to  follow  and  to  abridge  tli« 
next  sacred  Hebrew  book,  styled  in  the  end  of  the  first 

book  of  Maccabees,  "'The  Chronicle  of  John  [Hjrca- 
nus's]  High-priesthood;"  hut  in  some  of  the  Greek  copies, 
"the  fourth  book  of  Maccabees."  A  Greeli  versioti  oi 
this  chronicle  was  extant  not  very  loni;  a^o,  in  the  dayt 
of  Santett  Pagninns  ar.d  Six  I  us  Seneiisis.at  l.\(>ns,  though 
it  &r**ms  to  have  been  there  l)urnt.  and  to  he  utlerly  lost. 
See  Sixtua  -"-enensis's  account  of  it,  of  its  many  llebro- 
isms,  end  its  uf^reemenl  with  Jo6ephus*s  abridi;iseDl.  ia 
tb«  Autbbot.  Rcc  part  1.  pp.  306— SOS. 
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what  be  had  done  to  those  that  were  dearest 

to  himself;  for  that  death  would  be  to  her 
sweet,  though  with  torment,  if  that  enemy 
of  theirs  might  hut  be  brought  to  punishment 
for  his  wickeil  dealings  to  them.  Kow  when 
his  mother  said  so,  he  resolvtd  to  take  the  for- 
tress immediately ;  but  when  he  saw  her  beaten, 
and  torn  to  pieces,  his  courage  failed  him,  and 
he  could  not  but  sympathize  with  what  his 
molher  suffered,  and  was  thereby  overcome; 
and  as  the  siege  was  drawn  out  into  length 
by  this  means,  that  year  on  which  the  Jews 
use  to  rest,  came  on;  for  the  Jews  observe  this 
rest  every  seventh  year,  as  they  do  every  se- 
venth day;  so  that  Plolemy  being  for  this 
cause  released  from  the  war,*  he  slew  the 
brethren  of  Hyrcanus  and  his  mother:  and 
when  he  had  so  done,  he  fled  to  Zeno,  who 
was  called  Cot j las,  «ho  was  then  the  tyrant 
of  the  city  Philadelphia. 

2.  But  Antiochus,  being  very  uneasy  at  the 
miseries  that  Simon  had  brouf:ht  upon  him, 
he  invaded  Judea  in  the  fourth  lear  of  his 
reign,  and  the  first  year  of  the  principality  of 
Hyrcanus,  in  the  hundred  and  sixty-second 
Olympiad. t  And  when  be  had  burnt  the 
country,  he  shut  up  Hyrcanus  in  the  city, 
which  he  encompassed  round  with  seven 
encampments;  hut  did  nothing  at  the  first, 
because  of  the  strength  of  the  walls,  and  be- 
cause of  the  valour  of  the  besieged,  although 
they  were  once  in  want  of  water,  which  yet 
they  were  delivered  from  by  a  large  shower 
of  rain,  which  frll  at  the  setting  of  the  Pleia- 
des.J  However,  about  the  north  part  of  the 
wall,  where  it  happened  the  city  was  upon  a 
level  with  the  outward  ground,  the  king  raised 
a  hundred  towers  of  three  stories  high,  and 
placed  bodies  of  soldiers  upon  them ;  and  as 
he  made  his  attacks  every  day,  he  cut  a  double 
ditch,  deep  and  broad,  and  confined  the  inha- 

•  tience  we  learn,  that  in  the  davs  «.f  llii»  f\ceU 
Ifnt  biRh-pricflt,  Jolin  H>rc.inus,  ttic  oIls<■r^ation  of  tt;r 
8abbatic  Year,  us  Joseplius  suppos*-!!.  (eqiiirid  a  rest 
from  war.  as  did  (hat  of  the  weeklv  Sabl>ath  from  wori. ; 
1  mean  ttiis.  unless  in  the  case  of  necessity,  when  the 
Jews  were  attaci^ed  by  their  enemies,  in  which  case,  in- 
deed, and  in  which  alone,  ttiey  then  aliawed  defensive 
fif^Minj;  10  be  lawful  even  on  tlie  ^i,libalh-day. as  we  see 
in  several  places  "f  Josephils.  Antiq.  b.  xii  "ch.  Ti.  sect. 
S;  b.  xiii.  ch.  i.  sect  3;  Of  the  War,  b.  i.  i:h-  vii  sect. 
3.  Hut  then  it  mu't  be  noted,  that  Ibis  rest  frcjm  war 
no  way  appears  in  the  first  book  of  Maccabees  (ch  xvi.). 
but  the  direct  coi:trary  .  thouth  ir.deed  the  Jews,  iu  the 
da\s  of  Antiochus  I  piplianes.  did  not  venture  upon 
fie'hting  on  the  ."^abbath-day,  even  in  the  deff  nre  of  their 
own  lives,  till  the  Asamoneaiis  ur  Maccabees  decreed  so 
to  do,  1  Mac  ii  32-11 ;  Aiitiq   b.  sii.  ch.  vi.  sect.  2. 

+  Josepbus's  copies,  both  Greel.  and  I.alin.  have  here 
u  cross  mistake,  w!  en  they  say  th.-it  this  first  year  of 
John  Hyrcanus,  which  we  have  just  now  seen  lo  have 
been  a  Sabbatic  Year,  was  in  the  lli-'d  t  Hynipiad.  where- 
as it  was  for  certain  the  second  >ear  of  the  lolsL  See 
the  like  before,  b.  xii  ch.  vii  sect.  ti. 

<  This  heliacal  setlini;  of  the  Pleiades,  or  seven  stars, 
was.  in  the  days  of  Hyrranns  and  Josephus,  early  in  the 
spring,  about  February,  the  lime  of  tlie  latler  rain  in 
Judea;  and  this,  so  far  as  f  remember,  is  the  only  as- 
tronomiciil  character  of  time,  besides  one  eclipse  of  the 
moon  in  the  reiRU  of  Herod,  that  we  meet  with  in  all 
Josephus:  the  Jews  heini,'  little  accustomed  to  astrono- 
mical observations,  any  farther  than  for  the  use  of  their 
kalendar;  and  utterly  forbidden  those  anrological  uses 
vbicb  the  beftUiens  MnunoDly  made  of  them. 


bitants  within  it  ns  xvitbin  B  wall;  hut  the 
besieged  contrived  to  make  frequent  sallies 
out;  and  if  the  enemy  were  not  any  where 
upon  their  guard,  they  fell  upon  them,  an 
did  them  a  great  deal  of  mischief;  and  if  they 
perceived  them,  they  then  retired  into  the  city 
«ith  ease.  But  because  Hyrcanus  discerned 
the  inconvenience  of  so  great  a  number  of 
men  in  the  city,  while  the  provisions  were  the 
sooner  spent  by  them,  and  yet,  as  is  natural  to 
suppose,  those  great  numbers  did  nothing,  he 
separated  the  useless  part,  and  excluded  them 
out  of  the  citv,  and  retained  that  part  only 
who  were  in  the  flower  of  their  age,  and  fit 
for  war.  However,  Antiochus  would  not  let 
those  that  were  excluded  go  away;  who,  there- 
fore, wandering  about  between  the  walls,  and 
consuming  away  by  famine,  died  miserably; 
but  when  the  feast  of  tabernacles  was  at  hand, 
those  that  were  within  commiserated  iheT 
condition,  and  received  them  in  again.  And 
when  Hyrcanus  sent  to  Antiochi^s,  and  de- 
sired there  might  be  a  truce  for  seveii  days, 
because  of  the  festival,  he  gave  way  to  bis 
pictv  towards  God,  and  made  that  truce  ac- 
cordin^:ly;  and  besides  that,  he  sent  in  a 
magniticent  sacrifice,  bulls  with  their  horns 
gilded,  ]j  with  all  sorts  of  sweet  spices,  and 
with  cups  of  gold  and  silver.  So  those  that 
were  at  the  giites  received  the  sacrifices  from 
those  that  brought  them  and  led  them  to  the 
temple,  Antiochus  the  meanwhile  feasting  his 
army,  w  hich  «  as  a  quite  different  conduct  from 
Antiochus  Epiphancs,  who,  when  he  bad  taken 
the  city,  oB'eied  swine  upon  the  altar,  and 
sprinkled  the  temple  with  the  broth  of  their 
flesh,  in  order  to  violate  the  laws  of  the  Jews, 
and  the  religion  they  derived  from  their  fore- 
fathers; for  which  reason  our  nation  made  war 
with  him,  and  would  never  be  reconciled  to 
him;  but  for  this  Antiochus,  all  men  called 
him  Antiochus  the  Pivus,  for  the  great  zeal 
he  had  about  religion. 

3.  Accordingly,  Hyrcanus  took  this  mode- 
ration of  his  kindly;  and  when  he  understood 
how  religious  he  was  towards  the  Deity,  he 
sent  an  embassage  to  him,  and  desired  that  he 
would  restore  the  settlements  they  received 
from  their  forefathers.  So  he  rejected  the 
counsel  of  those  that  would  have  him  utterly 
destroy  the  nation  §  by  reason  of  their  way 
of  living,  which  was  to  others  unsociable,  a*)d 
did  not  regard  what  they  said.  But  being 
persuaded  that  all  they  did  was  out  of  a  reli- 
gious mind,  he  answered  the  ambassadors, 
that  if  the  besiegetl  would  deliver  up  their 
arms,  and  pay  tribute  for  Joppa,  and  the 
other  <!ities  w  hich  bordered  upon  Judea,  and 

ii  Dt  Hudson  tells  us  here,  tbat  this  custom  of  sitdin^ 
the  boms  of  those  oxen  that  were  to  be  sacrificed,  is  ■ 
known  thins  both  in  the  poets  and  orators. 

{  This  account  in  Josephus.  that  the  present  Antio. 
chus  was  persuaded,  thouytn  in  vain,  not  to  make  pe,sce 
Willi  the  Jews,  but  lo  cut  tliem  off  utterly,  is  fully  con- 
firmed \i\  Uioduru)  Siculus,  iu  fbottut's  etttncl*  ool 
of  bU  atdl  UmL 
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admit  a  garnson  of  his,  on  these  terms  he 
would  make  war  against  them  no  longer. 
But  the  Jews,  although  they  were  content 
with  the  other  conditions,  did  not  agree  to 
admit  the  garrison,  because  they  could  not 
associate  with  otber  people,  nor  converse  with 
them;  yet  were  they  willing,  instead  of  the 
admission  of  the  garrison,  to  give  him  hos- 
tages, and  five  hundred  talents  of  silver;  of 
which  they  paid  down  three  hundred,  and 
sent  the  hostages  immediately,  which  king 
Antiochus  accepted.  One  of  those  hostages 
was  Uyrcanus's  brother.  But  still  he  broke 
down  the  fortifications  that  encoinpnssed  the 
city.  And  upon  these  conditions  Antiochus 
broke  up  the  siege,  and  departed. 

4.  But  Hyrcanus  opened  the  sepulchre  of 
David,  who  excelled  all  other  kings  in  riches, 
and  took  out  of  it  three  thousand  talents.  He 
was  also  the  first  of  the  Jews  that,  relying  on 
this  wealth,  maintained  foreign  troops.  There 
was  also  a  league  of  friendship  and  mutual 
assistance  made  between  them;  upon  which 
Hyrcanus  admitted  him  into  the  city,  and 
furnished  him  with  whatsoever  his  army  want- 
ed in  great  plenty,  and  with  great  generositv, 
and  marched  along  with  him  when  he  mane 
an  expedition  against  the  Parthians,  of  which 
Nicolaus  of  Damascus  is  a  witness  for  us; 
who  in  his  history  writes  thus: — "When 
Antiochus  had  erected  a  trophy  at  the  river 
Lycus,  upon  his  conquest  of  Indates,  the  ge- 
neral of  the  Parthians,  he  staid  there  two  days. 
It  was  at  the  desire  of  Hyrcanus  the  Jew,  be- 
cause it  was  such  a  festival  derived  to  them 
from  their  forefathers,  whereon  the  law  of  the 
Jews  did  not  allow  them  to  travel."  And 
truly  he  did  not  speak  falsely  in  saying  so ; 
for  that  festival  which  we  call  Pentecost,  did 
then  fall  out  to  be  the  next  day  to  the  Sab- 
bath: nor  is  it  lawful  for  us  to  journey,  either 
on  the  Sabbath-day,  or  on  a  festival  day.* 
But  when  Antiochus  joined  liattle  with  Ar- 
saces,  the  king  of  Parthia,  he  lost  a  great  part 
ot  his  army,  aiul  was  himself  slain;  and  his 
brother  Demetrius  succeeded  in  the  kingdom 
of  S>ria,  by  the  permission  of  Arsaces,  who 
freed  him  from  his  captivity  at  the  same  time 
that  Antioc-hus  attacked  Parthia,  as  we  have 
formerly  related  elsewhere. 

•  The  Jews  were  not  to  raarcH  or  journey  on  tbe  Sab- 
bath, or  on  such  a  great  festiml  as  was  equivalent  lo  tlie 
Sabbath,  any  Tartber  than  a  Sabbath-day's  journey,  nr 
two  thousand  cubits.  See  the  note  on  Antiq.  b.  xx.  ch. 
riii,  sect  G. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

HOW,  AFTER  THE  DEATH  OP  ANTI0CHIT8,  HYR- 
CANUS MADE  AN  EXPEDITION  AGAINST  SY- 
RIA, AND  MADE  A  LEAGUE  WITH  THE  RQ. 
MANS.  CONCERNING  THE  DEATH  OF  KINO 
DEMETRIC73  AND  ALEXANDER. 

§  I.  But  when  Hyrcanus  heard  of  the  death 
of  Antiochus,  he  presently  made  an  expedi- 
tion against  the  cities  of  Syria,  hoping  to  find 
them  destitute  of  6ghting  men,  and  of  such  as 
were  able  to  defend  them.  However,  it  was 
not  till  the  sixth  month  that  he  took  Medaba, 
and  that  not  without  the  greatest  distress  of  his 
army.  After  this  he  took  Samega,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring places;  and,  besides  these,  Shechem and 
Gerizzim,  and  the  nation  of  the  Cutheans,  who 
dwelt  at  the  temple  which  resembled  that  tem- 
ple which  wasat  Jerusalem,  and  which  Alexan- 
der permitted  Sanballat,  the  general  of  his  army, 
to  build  for  the  sake  of  Manasseh,  who  was  son- 
in-law  to  Jadua  the  high-priest,  as  we  have 
formerly  related;  which  temple  was  now  de- 
serted two  hundred  years  after  it  was  built. 
Hyrcanus  took  also  Dura  and  Marissa,  cities 
of  Idumea,  and  subdued  idl  the  Idumeans; 
and  permitted  them  to  stay  in  that  country, 
if  they  would  circumcise  their  genitals,  and 
make  use  of  the  laws  of  the  Jews;  and  they 
were  so  desirous  of  living  in  the  country  of 
their  forefathers,  that  they  submitted  to  the 
use  of  circumcision,!  and  the  rest  of  the 
Jewish  ways  of  living;  at  which  time  there- 
fore this  befel  them,  that  they  were  hereafter 
no  other  than  Jews. 

2.   But  Hyrcanus  the  high-priest  was  de- 
sirous to  renew  the  league  of  friendship  they 

+  This  account  of  the  Idumeans  admitting  eircuracU 
sion,  and  the  entire  Jewish  taw,  from  this  time,  or  from 
tlic  day*  of  Hyrcanus,  is  confirmed  by  their  entire  history 
afterwards.  8ec  Antiq.  b.  xir.  ch.  viij.  sect.  1;  b.  XV, 
ch.  vii.  sect. 9.  Of  the  War,  b.ii.  ch,  iii.  sect.  1,-  b.  it.  ch, 
iv.  sect.  5.  This,  in  the  opinion  of  Josepbus,  made  them 
proselytes  of  justice,  or  entire  Jewfc,  as  here  and  eisc- 
wliere,  Antiq.  b.  siv.  cb.  viii.  sect.  1.  However,  Antigo* 
nus,  the  enemy  of  Herod,  though  Herod  were  derived 
from  sixh  a  proselyte  of  justire  for  several  generations, 
will  allow  him  to  be  no  more  than  a  half  Jew,  b.  XT.  ch. 
XV.  sect  2-  But  slill,  take  out  of  Dean  Prideaux,  at  the 
year  129,  the  words  of  Ammonius,  a  grammarian,  which 
fully  confirm  this  account  of  the  Idumeans,  in  Josephns: 
"The  Jews."  says  he.  "are  such  by  nature,  and  from 
the  beginning,  whilst  the  Idumeans  were  not  Jews  from 
the  beginning,  but  Phoenicians  and  Syrian^;  but  bein^ 
afterwards  subdued  by  the  Jews  and  compelled  to  be  cir- 
cumcised, and  to  unite  into  one  nation,  and  be  subject  to 
the  same  laws,  they  were  called  Jews."  Dio  also  sa>3, 
as  the  Dean  there  quotes  him,  from  book  xxsvi.  p.  ^7, 
**  That  country  is  also  called  Judea,and  the  people  Jews; 
and  this  name  is  given  also  to  as  many  others  as  embrace 
their  religion,  though  of  other  nations'*  But  then  upon 
what  foundation  so  good  a  governor  aa  Hyrcanus  took 
upon  bim  to  compel  thoM;  Idumeans  either  to  become 
Jewfc  or  to  leave  the  country,  deserves  great  considera* 
tion.  1  suppose  it  was  because  they  had  iong  ago  been 
driven  out  of  the  land  of  £dom,  and  had  seized  on  and 
possessed  the  tribe  of  Simeon,  and  alt  the  southern  part 
of  the  trihe  of  Jiidah,  which  was  the  peculiar  inheritance 
of  the  worshippers  uf  the  true  God  without  idolatry, 
as  the  reader  may  leam  from  Reland.  I'ulestioe.  part  t 
164. -KK),  and    from    Prideatix,  at  the  years    140  and 
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had  with  the  Bomans:  accordingly  he  sent 
ail  embassage  to  them;  and  when  the  senate 
hud  received  their  epistle,  they  made  a  league 
of  friendship  with  them,  after  the  manner  fol- 
lowing:  "Fanius,  the  son   of  Marcus,   the 

praitor,  gathered  the  senate  together  on  the 
eighth  day  before  the  Ides  of  February,  in  the 
senate-house,  when  Lucius  Manlius,  the  son 
of  Lucius,  of  the  Mentine  tribe,  and  Caius 
Sempronius,  the  son  of  Caius,  of  the  Falernian 
tribe,  were  present.  The  occasion  was,  thiit 
the  ambassadors  sent  by  the  people  of  the 
Jews,'  Simon,  the  son  of  Dositlieus,  and 
Apollonius,  the  son  of  Alexander,  and  Dio- 
dorus,  the  son  of  Jason,  who  were  good  and 
virtuous  men,  had  somewhat  to  propose  about 
that  league  of  friendship  and  mutual  assistance 
which  subsisted  between  them  and  the  Ro- 
mans, and  about  other  public  affairs,  who  de- 
sired that  Joppa,  and  the  havens,  and  Gazara, 
and  the  springs  [of  Jordan},  and  the  several 
other  cities  and  countries  of  theirs,  which 
Antiochus  bad  taken  from  them  in  the  war, 
contrary  to  the  decree  of  the  senate,  might  be 
restored  to  them;  and  that  it  might  not  be 
lawful  for  the  king's  troops  to  pass  through 
their  country,  and  the  countries  of  those  that 
are  subject  to  tbem;  and  that  what  attempts 
Antiochus  had  made  during  that  war  with- 
out the  decree  of  the  senate,  might  be  made 
void:  and  that  they  would  send  ambassadors, 
who  should  take  care  that  restitution  be  made 
them  of  what  Antiochus  had  taken  from  thero, 
and  that  they  should  make  an  estimate  of  the 
country  that  had  been  laid  waste  in  the  war : 
and  that  they  would  grant  them  letters  of 
protection  to  the  kings  and  free  people,  in 
order  to  their  quiet  return  home.  It  was 
therefore  decreed  as  to  these  points,  to  renew 
their  league  of  friendship  and  mutual  assist- 
ance with  these  good  men,  and  who  were  sent 
by  a  good  and  a  friendly  people." — But  as  to 
the  letters  desired,  their  answer  was,  that  the 
senate  would  consult  about  that  matter  when 
their  own  atfairs  would  give  thein  leave,  and 
that  they  would  endeavour  for  the  time  to 
come,  that  no  like  injury  should  be  done 
them:  and  that  their  pretor,  Fanius,  should 
give  them  money  out  of  the  public  treasury 
to  bear  their  expenses  home.  And  thus  did 
Fanius  dib^miss  the  Jewish  ambassadors,  and 
gave  them  money  out  of  the  public  treasury; 
«!  <l  gave  the  decree  of  the  senate  to  those  that 
V  re  to  conduct  them,  and  to  take  care  that 
;iiey  should  return  home  in  safety. 

3.  And  thus  stood  the  affairs  of  Hyrcanus 
^ne  high-priest.  But  as  for  king  Demetrius, 
who  had  a  mind  to  make  war  against  Hyrca- 
nus, there  was  no  opportunity  nor  room  for 
it,  while  both  the  Syrians  and  the  soldiers 
bare  ill-will  to  him,  because  he  was  an  ill 
man.     But  when  they  had  sent  ambassadors 

•  In  this  decree  of  the  Roman  senate,  it  seems  that 
lUeae  ambassadors  were  sent  from  ttie  •*  people  of  the 
Jewa."  aa  well  as  from  their  prince  or  bi^b.prieat  John. 


to  Ptolemy,  who  was  called  Physcon,  that  he 
would  send  tbem  one  of  the  family  of  Seleu- 
cus,  in  order  to  take  the  kingdom,  and  he 
sent  them  Alexander,  who  was  called  Zehtna, 
with  an  army,  and  there  had  been  a  battle 
between  them,  Demetrius  was  beaten  in  the 
fight,  and  fled  to  Cleopatra  his  wife,  to  Pti>- 
lemais;  but  his  wife  would  not  receive  hiin. 
He  went  thence  to  Tyre,  and  was  there 
caught;  and  when  he  had  suffered  much  from 
his  enemies  before  his  death,  he  was  slain  by 
them.  So  Alexander  took  the  kingdom,  and 
made  a  league  with  Hyrcanus.  Yet,  when 
be  afterward  fought  with  Antiochus  the  son 
of  Demetrius,  who  was  called  Grypus,  be  waa 
also  beaten  in  the  fight,  and  slain. 


CHAPTER  X. 

BOW,  UPON  THE  QUARREL  BETWEEN  ANTIO- 
CHUS GRTPUS  AND  ANTIOCHUS  CYZICENUS, 
ABOUT  THE  KINGDOM,  HYRCANUS  TOOK  SA- 
UARIA,  AND  UTTERLY  DEMOLISHED  IT  ;  ANB 
HOW  HYRCANUS  JOINED  HIMSELF  TO  THE 
SECT  OF  THE  SADDUCEES,  AND  LEFT  THAT 
OF  THE  PHARISEES. 

§  I.  When  Antiochus  had  taken  the  kingdom, 
he  was  afraid  to  make  war  agitinst  Judea,  be- 
cause be  heard  that  his  brother  by  the  same 
mother,  who  was  called  Antiochus,  was  raising 
an  army  against  him  out  of  Cyzicum;  so  be 
staid  in  bis  own  land,  and  resolved  to  prepare 
himself  for  the  attack  he  expected  from  his 
brotlitr  who  was  called  Cyzicenus,  because  he 
had  been  brought  up  in  that  city.  He  was 
the  son  of  Antiochus  that  was  called  Soter, 
who  died  in  Partbia.  He  was  the  brother  ol 
Demetrius,  the  fi.ther  of  Grypus;  for  it  had 
so  bappeued,  that  one  and  the  same  Cleopatra 
was  married  to  two  who  were  brethren,  as  we 
have  related  elsewhere.  But  Antiochus  Cy- 
zicenus coining  into  Syria,  continued  many 
years  at  war  with  his  brother.  Now  Hyr- 
canus lived  all  this  while  in  peace;  tor  after 
the  death  of  Antiochus,  he  revolted  from  the 
Maceiionians.t  nor  did  he  any  longer  pay  tbem 
the  least  regarl,  either  as  their  subject  or  their 
friend,  but  his  affairs  were  in  a  very  improv- 
ing and  flourishing  condition  in  the  times  ot 
Alexander  Zebina,  and  especially  under  tl,fse 
bi  el  liren,  for  the  war  which  they  had  with  one 
another  gave  Hyrcanus  the  opportunitv  ot 
ei  jojing  himself  in  Judea  quietly,  insomuch 
that  he  got  an  immense  quantity  of  money. 
However,  when  Antiochus  Cyzicenus  distres- 
sed his  land,  he  then  openly  showed  what  he 
meant.      And  when  he  saw  that  Antiochus 

+  Dean  Prideanx  takes  notice  at  the  year  130.  that 
J'i'tin.  in  an  a^eement  with  Josephus.  »:i\s,  "The 
pifWer  of  the  Jews  was  now  prown  so  irreat.  that  alter 
this  AntitH-hiis,  lliey  would  not  l>ear  any  MaC4'(luiiii*n 
Winif  ov.-r  ll)pm  ;  add  that  they  «et  up  a  fforernineh  of 
their  own,  and  infested  Syria  «'tb  stent  w&Tb." 
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was  destitute  of  Egyptian  auxiliaries,  and  that 
both  he  and  his  brother  were  in  an  ill  condi- 
tion in  the  struf^gles  they  bad  one  with  an- 
other, he  despised  them  both, 

2.  So  he  made  an  expedition  against  Sa- 
inuria,  which  was  a  very  strong  city ;  of  whose 
present  name  Sebaste,  and  its  rebuilding  by 
Herod,  we  shall  speak  at  a  proper  time;  but 
he  miide  bis  attack  against  it,  und  besieged  it 
with  a  great  deal  of  pains;  for  lie  was  greatly 
displeased  with  the  Samaritans  for  tlie  in- 
juries they  had  done  to  the  people  of  M;»ri£*-a, 
a  colony  of  the  Jews,  and  confederate  with 
Ihcni,  and  this  in  compliance  to  ibe  kings  of 
Syria.  When  be  had  therefore  drawn  a  ditch, 
und  built  a  double  wall  round  the  city,  which 
WMs  fourscore  furlongs  long,  he  set  his  sons 
Aritigonus  and  Aristobulus  over  the  siege; 
which  brought  the  Samaritans  to  that  great 
distress  by  famine,  that  they  were  forced  to 
eat  what  used  not  to  be  eaten,  and  to  call  for 
Antiocbus  Gyzicenus  to  help  them,  who  came 
readily  to  their  asMstance,  but  was  beaten  by 
Aristobulus;  and  when  he  was  pursued  as 
far  as  ScythopoHs  by  the  two  brethren,  he 
got  away:  so  they  returned  to  Samaria,  and 
shut  them  again  within  the  wall,  till  they  were 
fiirced  to  send  for  the  same  Anliochus  a  se- 
cond time  to  help  iheni,  who  procured  about 
wix  thousand  men  from  Ptolemy  Latbyrus, 
which  were  sent  them  without  bis  mother's 
consent,  who  had  then  in  a  manner  turned 
him  out  of  his  government.  With  these 
Egyptians  Antiocbus  did  at  first  overrun  and 
ravage  the  country  of  Hyrcanus  after  the 
manner  of  a  robiier,  for  he  durst  not  meet 
birn  in  the  face  to  tight  with  him,  as  not  hav- 
ing an  army  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  but 
only  from  this  supposal,  that  by  thus  harass- 
ing bis  land  he  should  force  Hyrcanus  to 
raise  the  siege  of  Samaria;  but  because  he 
fell  into  snares,  and  lost  many  of  his  soldiers 
therein,  he  went  away  to  Tripoli,  and  com- 
mitted the  prosecution  of  the  war  against  the 
Jews  to  Callimander  and  Epicrates. 

3.  Uut  as  to  Callimander,  he  attacked  the 
enemy  too  rashly,  and  was  put  to  flight,  and 
destroyed  immediately ;  and  as  to  Epieratcs, 
he  was  such  a  lo\  er  of  money,  that  he  openly 
betraj^d  Sc}thopolis,  and  other  places  near  it, 
to  the  Jews;  but  was  not  able  to  make  them 
raise  the  siege  c-f  Samaria.  And  when  Hyr- 
canug  had  taken  the  cit\,  which  was  not  dor** 
til!  after  a  year's  siege,  be  was  not  contented 
with  doing  that  only,  but  he  demolished  it 
entirely,  and  brought  rivulets  to  it  to  drown 
it,  for  he  dug  such  hollows  as  might  let  the 
waters  run  under  Jt;  ray,  he  took  away  the 
very  marks  that  there  had  ever  been  such  a 
city  there.  Now  a  very  surprising  thing  is 
related  of  this  high-priest  Hyrcanus,  how  God 
came  to  di>course  with  him:  for  they  say 
that  on  the  very  same  day  on  which  bis  sons 
fougtit  with  Antiocbus  Cyi-iccnus,  he  wa?. 
ilouf  in  the  temple,  as  bigh-piicst,  olfcring 


incense,  and  beard  a  voice,  that  bis  9ons  bad 
just  then  overcome  Antiocbus.  And  this  he 
openly  declared  before  all  the  multitude  on 
his  coming  out  of  the  teniple;  and  it  accord- 
ingly proved  true;  and  in  this  posture  were 
the  affairs  of  Hyrcanus. 

4.  Now  it  happened  at  this  time,  that  not 
only  those  Jews  who  were  at  Jerusalem  and 
in  Judea  were  in  prosperity,  but  also  tho^e  of 
them  that  were  at  Alexandria,  and  in  Egypt, 
and  Cyprus,  for  Cleopatra  the  queen  was  at 
variance  with  her  son  Ptolemy,  w  bo  was  called 
Latbyrus,  and  appointed  for  her  generals, 
Cbelcias  and  Ananias,  the  sons  of  that  Onias 
whobuilt  the  temple  in  the  prefecture  of  Heli- 
opolis,  like  that  at  Jerusalem,  as  we  have  else- 
where related.  Cleopatraintrusted  these  men 
with  her  army,  and  did  nothing  without  their 
advice,  as  Strabo  of  Cappadocia  attests,  when 
he  saith  thus: — '*  Now  the  greater  part,  both 
those  that  came  to  Cyprus  with  us,  arul  those 
that  were  sent  afterward  thither,  revolted  to 
Ptolemy  immediately;  only  those  that  were 
called  Onias's  party,  being  Jews,  continued 
faithful,  because  their  country  men  Cbelcias 
and  Ananias  were  in  chief  favour  with  the 
queen."     These  are  the  wor<ls  of  Strabo. 

5.  However,  this  prosperous  state  of  aflaira 
moved  the  Jews  to  envy  Hyrcanus;  but  they 
that  were  the  worst  disposed  to  him  were  the 
Pharisees,*  who  are  one  of  the  sects  oft  be  Jews, 
as  we  have  informed  yitu  already.  These  have 
so  great  a  pow  er  over  the  multitude,  that  when 
they  say  any  thing  against  the  king  or  against 
the  bi^h-priest,  they  are  presently  believed. 
Now  Hyrcanus  was  a  disciple  of  theirs,  und 
greatly  beloved  by  them.  And  when  be  once 
invited  them  to  a  feast,  and  eiiterlained  them 
very  kindly,  when  he  saw  them  in  a  good  hu- 
mour, be  began  to  say  to  them,  that  they  knew 
he  was  desirous  to  be  a  righteous  man,  and  to 
do  all  things  whereby  be  might  please  God, 
which  was  the  profession  of  the  Pharisees  also. 
However,  be  desired,  that  if  they  observed  him 
odVnding  in  any  point,  and  going  out  of  the 
right  way,  they  would  call  him  back  and  cor- 
rect him.  On  which  occasion  they  attested  to 
his  being  entirely  virtuous;  with  which  com- 
mendation he  was  well  plAsed;  but  still  there 
was  one  of  bis  guests  there,  whose  name  was 

«  The  origio'a)  of  the  SaddurcfS,  ns  a  considerable 
party  among  the  Jrws,  being  cuiitjiimd  in  ll)is  and  the 
two  following  sections,  take  l)can  I'ndeaus's  note  lij'on 
this  their  first  public  appearance,  which  I  suppose  lo  be 
inie:—**  Hyrcanus,"  sajshe,  *' went  over  to  tlie  prirty 
of  the  Sadducces,  that  is,  by  cnibraeing  their  doctrine 
against  Uip  traditions  of  the  eldt-rs.  :nb'ed  to  the  wi.llen 
law.  and  made  of  equal  aiitborily  with  it,  hot  nut  their 
doctrine  against  the  resurrection  and  a  future  stale;  for 
this  cannot  he  supposed  of  so  good  :inil  righteuus  a  uiaD 
as  Juhn  Hyrcanus  is  said  to  he.  It  i9  mo^l  probable, 
that  at  1hi^  Un.e  the  Saddiicces  bad  g.ne  no  farther  in 
the  distunes  of  lliat  sect  than  lo  di  ny  all  their  un- 
written traditions,  which  tlie  Pharisees  were  so  fund  of; 
Nir  Jo^ephua  mentions  no  other  di(Ieiern.v  at  this  timo 
between  them;  neillierdotb  he  say  tiiat  Hyrcanus  went 
over  tri  the  Saddurees  in  an>  oUier  (articular  than  in 
Uie  abohshint:  i<(  all  the  tr.idilionar>  cui  sUtutions  of  the 
Pharisees,  which  our  Saviotir  canden.ied  as  well  ai 
ibey."     (At  the  year  n  h.'' 
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Eleazar,*  a  man  of  an  ill  temper,  and  deliglit- 
iiip  in  seditious  practices.  Thi3  man  said, 
*' Since  thou  desirest  to  knowthe  truth, if  thou 
wilt  be  righteous  in  earnest,  lay  down  the 
liigh-priesthood,  and  content  thyself  with  the 
civil  government  of  the  people."  And  when 
lie  desired  to  know  for  what  cause  he  ought 
to  lav  down  the  high-priesthood,  the  other  re- 
plied, '*  AVe  hiive  heard  it  from  old  men,  that 
thy  mother  had  been  a  captive  under  the 
reign  of  Antiochus  Epiubauee."  This  story 
was  false,  and  Hyrcanus  was  provoked  against 
him;  and  ull  the  Pharisees  had  a  very  great 
indignation  against  him. 

6.  Now  there  was  one  Jonathan,  a  very  great 
friei.dof  Hyrcanus,  but  of  the  sect  of  the  Sad- 
diicecs,  whose  notions  are  quite  contrary  to 
tliose  of  the  Pharisees.  He  told  Hyrcanns  that 
Eleazar  bad  cast  such  a  reproach  upon  tim,  ac- 
cording to  the  common  sentiments  of  all  the 
Pharisees,  and  that  this  would  be  made  mani- 
fest if  he  would  but  ask  them  the  question, 
"What  punishment  they  thought  this  man  de- 
served? for  that  he  might  drpend  upon  it, 
that  the  reproach  was  not  laid  on  Iiim  with 
their  approbation,  if  they  were  for  punishing 
him  as  his  crime  deserved.  So  the  Pharisees 
made  answer,  that  he  deserved  stripes  and 
bonds;  but  that  it  did  not  seem  right  to  pun- 
ish reproaches  with  death;  and  indeed  the 
Pharisees,  even  upon  other  occasions,  are  not 
ajjt  to  be  si'vere  in  puiii>hments.  At  this 
gentle  sentence,  Hyrcanus  was  very  angry, 
and  thought  that  this  man  reproached  hinr 
by  their  approbation.  It  was  this  Jonathan 
who  chieflv  irritated  him.  and  influenced  him 
so  far,  that  he  made  him  leave  the  party  of 
tiie  Pharisees,  and  abolish  the  decrees  they 
bud  imposed  on  the  people,  «nd  punish  those 
that  observed  iheni.  From  this  source  arose 
that  hatred  which  be  and  his  sons  met  with 
Irom  the  multitude;  but  of  these  matters  we 
shall  speak  hereafter.  What  I  would  now 
explain  is  this,  that  the  Plwirisees  have  de- 
livered to  the  people  a  great  whu\  observances 
by  succession  from  their  fathers  which  are 
not  written  in  the  law  of  Mo^es;  and  for 
that  reason  it  is  that  the  Sadducees  reject 
them,  and  say  that  ^e  are  to  esteem  those  ob- 
servances to  be  obligatory  which  are  in  the 
written  word,  but  are  not  to  observe  what  are 
derived  from  the  tradition  uf  our  forefathers; 
and  concerning  these  things  it  'is  that  great 
disputes  and  diilerences  have  arisen  among 
them,  while  the  Sadducces  are  able  to  per- 
suade none  hut  the  rich,  and  have  not  the 
populace  obsequious  to  them,  but  the  Phari- 
sees have  the  multitude  of  their  side:  but 
about  these  two  sects,  and  that  of  the  Es- 
sens,  I  have  treated  accurately  in  the  second 
book  of  Jewish  affairs. 

•  Thi^  sluniifr,  Iliat  arose  from  a  Pltarise*-.  has  bwn 
prpvtTTcd  I'V  tlit-ir  <^l("C^?suls  tlie  Rabbins  to  tlese  !aHT 
ages;  for  fir.  Itudsin)  asMirrs  lis  that  I>.TTid  (lantz,  in 
Itis  Chronoloc).  ^  T'r  v- '^>.  'f^  Vur-i'iis's  vcisiin-,  r«*- 
laips  iliat  nvi<-Mni;s"»^  iiK.tlii  r  wjs  l»k*p  ci^tiiVc  in 
JUoKiit  Modin'li      St-rihbu.  tiii   mcL  «■ 


7-  But  when  Hyrcanus  bad  put  an  end  to 
this  sedition,  he  after  that  lived  happiK,  and 
administered  the  government  in  the  best  man- 
ner for  thirty-one  years,  and  then  died,f  leav 
ing  behind  him  five  sons.  He  was  esteemed 
by  God  worthy  of  the  three  privileges,^ — the 
government  of  his  nation,  the  dignity  of  the 
high-priesthood,  and  prophecy;  for  God  was 
with  him,  and  enabled  him  to  know  futuri- 
ties;  and  to  foretel  this  in  particular,  that,  as 
to  bis  two  eldest  sons,  he  foretold  that  they 
would  not  long  continue  in  the  goverimiont 
of  public  affairs;  whose  unhappy  catastrophe 
will  be  worth  our  description,  that  we  may 
thence  learn  how  very  much  they  were  infe- 
rior to  their  father's  happiness. 


CHAPTER  XL 

HOW  ARISTOBULCS,  WHEN  HE  HAD  TAKEN 
THE  GOVERNMENT,  FIBST  OF  ALL  PUT  A 
DIADEM  ON  HIS  HEAD,  AND  WAS  MOST  BAR- 
BAROrSLY  CRLEL  TO  HIS  MOTHER  AND  HIS 
BRETHREN;  AND  HOW,  AFTERHE  HADSLAl> 
ANTIGONCS,   HE  HIMSELF  DIED. 

§  I.  Now  when  their  father  Hyrcanus  was 
dead,  the  eldest  son  Aristobulus,  intending  to 
change  the  government  into  a  kingdom,  for 
so  he  resolved  to  do,  iirst  of  all  put  a  diadem 
on  his  bead,  four  hundred  and  eighty  one 
years  and  three  months  alter  the  people  had 
been  delivered  from  the  BabNionish  slavery, 
aiKl  were  returned  to  their  own  country  again 
This  Aristobulus  loved  his  next  brother  An- 
tigoims,  and  treated  him  as  bis  equal;  hut  the 
others  he  held  in  bonds.  He  also  cast  his 
mother  into  prison,  because  she  disputed  th« 
government  with  him;  for  Hyrcanus  had  left 
her  to  be  mistress  of  all.      He  also  proceeded 

+  Hen*  Piitis  the  bii:li-prip^tliood.  am)  the  life  of  iLii 
exrellml  ptTBon  .lobn  Hwraniis;  and  to<;ilher  with  him 
llir  ho!>  thfdcracy.  or  divine  Rovernmenl  ol  the  .)pM:i>h 
iiulion,  and  ils  (-uncumitaiit  oracle  b)  I'riai.  Now  f«U 
)i>us  Uir  profane  and  t)rannical  Jewish  tnonaiThj,  firsf, 
of  I1j«  As.iintineaDS  (If  Slaccabees.  and  ihrnofHenHl  Utt 
fJrear,  ihe  Iduonan.  till  the  coming  of  (he  Messiah.  Sttr 
Ihe  note  on  Antiq.  b.  iii.  ch.  %i:i.  sect  9.  Hear  !^tnibti'> 
tt-slimony  on  this  orcaAiun,  b.  svi.  pape  761.  76^:  — 
'•  Those."  says  he,  '•  t-bat  surcetded  Moses,  continued  for 
St  nie  time  in  earnest,  both  in  rijiblt-ous  actions  and  lo 
pi  try;  1)111  after  ft  while,  there  were  others  that  touk  upm; 
tlieni  the  hiuli-prteslhood  ;  at  first  suptrslilious  and  aller- 
ward5  1>niiinirat  persons.  Such  a  prophet  was  Mosrt 
and  those  tl.at  succeeded  him,  brpnnini;  in  a  way  nut  li> 
he  bUnird,  hut  rhjinging  for  the  worse.  And  whi  n  it 
(i|>eily  appeared  that  IheEovcniroenl  was  become  t)ifannt. 
ml.  Alexander  was  the  first  that  set  up  hims«lf  lor  a  kin< 
itistead  of  a  priest;  and  lii»  son-s  were  Hjrcauus  ai>d 
Aristobulus,*'  All  in  aKrerment  with  Josiphu^,  except- 
inc  this,  that  !?^traUo  omits  the  first  kine  AriM<,bulus.  who 
ri-i^nioir  but  a  single  yar.  seems  hardly  to  h^tve  come  ta 
his  kniiwled?e  Nor  indeed  does  Arislolinlus.  the  son  ot 
Alrxandi-r.  pretend  that  Ihe  name  ol  king  was  lakiL  hc- 
I'lTf  hi.v  talhc-r  Alexander  took  it  himself.  Aniiq.  b.  xiv, 
rh  iii  strL  2.  s-i  e  also  i^iiap.  xii-  ^ecI■  1,  vhicb  Uvour 
Strabo  also.  And  indeed,  if  we  may  juilte  from  the  M-ry 
diflerent  chanirieiB  nf  the  EF>ptiBn  Jews  under  hi^'h* 
pi' rests,  anduf  thr  I'alestine  Jews  under  kiiig^,  in  i he  two 
V*  W  ccntiinrs,  we  nmv  well  suppose,  that  the  divim 
S!ierhin;ih  vas  rrmofed  into  tgjpt,  a^.d  thai  ll;t  Wo»^ 
>htpp»-rji  41  ibc  lenipe  of  Otiias  wtte  belter  BieD  tbka 
thut4:  at  the  temple  al  JeruitaJem 
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to  that  deg:ree  of  barbarity,  as  to  kill  her  in 
jtrison  with  hunger;  nay,  he  was  alienated 
tram  his  brother  Antigonus  by  calumnies,  and 
added  him  to  the  rest  whom  he  slew;  yet  he 
seemed  to  have  an  affection  for  him,  and  made 
liim  above  the  rest  a  partner  with  him  in  the 
kingdom.  Those  calumnies  he  at  first  did 
not  give  credit  to,  partly  because  he  loved 
liim,  and  so  did  not  give  heed  to  what  was 
said  against  hira,  and  partly  because  he 
thought  the  reproaches  were  derived  from  the 
euvy  of  the  rt-iaters.  But  when  Antigonus 
was  once  returned  from  the  army,  and  that 
feast  was  then  at  hand  when  they  make  taber- 
nacles to  [the  honour  of]  God,  it  hippened 
that  Aristobulus  was  fallen  sick,  ami  that  An- 
tigonus went  up  most  splendidly  adorned,  and 
with  hU  soldiers  about  him  in  their  armour  to 
the  temple  to  celebrate  the  feast,  and  to  put 
up  many  prayt-rs  for  the  recovery  of  his  bro- ' 
iher,  when  some  wicked  persons  who  had  a 
great  mind  to  raise  a  difference  between  tlie 
brethren,  made  use  of  this  opportunity  of  the 
pompous  appe.irance  of  Antigonus  arul  of  the 
priMt  actions  which  he  had  done,  and  went 
to  the  king,  and  spitefully  aggravated  the 
pompous  ph»)\v  of  his  at  the  feast,  and  pre- 
tended that  all  those  circumstances  were  not 
like  those  of  a  private  person;  that  these  ac- 
tions were  irKhcations  of  an  affectation  of 
royal  authority;  and  that  his  coming  with  a 
strong  body  of  men  must  be  with  an  intentiun 
to  kill  him;  and  that  his  way  of  reasoning 
was  this:  That  it  was  a  silly  thing  in  him, 
while  it  was  in  his  power  to  reign  himself,  to 
look  upon  it  as  a  great  favour  that  he  was  ho- 
noured with  a  lower  dignity  by  his  brother. 

2.  Aristobulus  yielded  to  these  imputa- 
tions, but  took  care  both  that  his  brother 
should  not  suspect  him,  and  tliat  he  himself 
might  not  run  the  hazard  of  his  own  safety; 
80  he  ordered  his  guards  to  lie  in  a  certaiu 
place  that  was  under  ground,  and  dark  (he 
himself  then  lying  sick  in  the  tower  which 
was  called  Antonia) ;  and  he  commanded 
them,  that  in  case  Antigonus  came  in  to  him 
unarmed,  they  should  not  touch  any  bodv, 
but  if  armed,  they  should  kill  him;  yet  did 
he  send  to  Antigonus,  and  desired  that  he 
would  cotne  imarmed:  but  the  queen,  and 
those  that  joined  with  her  in  the  plot  against 
Antigonus,  persuaded  the  messenger  to  tell 
him  the  direct  contrary:  how  his  brother  had 
heard  that  he  had  made  himself  a  fine  suit  of 
armour  for  war,  and  desired  him  to  come  to 
him  in  thnt  armour,  that  he  might  see  how 
fine  it  was.  So  Antigonus,  suspecting  no 
treachery,  but  depending  on  the  good-will  of 
his  brother  crime  to  Aristobulus  armed,  as  he 
Used  to  be,  with  his  entire  armour,  in  order 
fo  show  it  to  him;  but  when  he  was  come 
to  a  ])lace  which  was  called  Strato's  To«'er. 
where  the  passage  happened  to  be  exceeding 
dark,  the  guards  slew  him;  which  death  de- 
rounstrates  that  nothing  is  stronger  than  envy 


and  calumny,  and  that  nothing  does  more 
certainly  divide  the  good-will  and  natural 
affections  oi'  men  than  those  passions.  But 
here  one  may  take  occasion  to  wonder  at  one 
Judas,  who  was  of  the  sect  of  the  Essenes, 
and  who  never  missed  the  truth  in  his  predic- 
tions; for  this  man,  when  he  saw  Antigonus 
passing  by  the  temple,  cried  to  his  companions 
and  friends,  who  abode  with  him  as  his  scho- 
lars, in  order  to  learn  the  art  of  foretelling 
things  to  come,*  "That  it  was  good  for  hiui 
to  die  now,  since  he  had  spoken  falsely  about 
Antigonus,  who  is  still  alive,  and  I  see  him 
passing  by,  although  he  had  foretold  that  he 
should  die  at  the  place  called  Strato's  Tower 
that  very  day,  while  yet  the  place  is  six  hun- 
dred furlongs  off  where  he  had  foretold  he 
t-houhl  be  slain;  and  still  this  day  is  a  great 
part  of  it  already  past,  so  that  he  was  in  dan- 
ger of  proving  a  false  prophet."  As  he  was 
saying  tins,  and  that  in  a  melancholy  mood, 
the  news  came  that  Antigonus  was  slain  in  a 
place  under  grourui,  which  itself  was  called 
also  Strato's  Tower,  or  of  the  same  name 
with  that  Cesarea  which  is  seated  at  the  sea. 
This  event  put  the  prophet  into  a  great  dis- 
order. 

3.  But  Aristobulus  repented  immediately 
of  this  slaughter  of  his  brother;  on  which  ac- 
count his  disease  increased  upon  him,  and  he 
was  disturbed  in  his  mind,  upon  the  guilt  of 
such  wickedness,  insomuch  that  his  entrails 
were  corrupted  by  his  intolerable  pain,  and  he 
vomited  hlooil:  at  which  time  one  of  the  ser- 
vants that  attended  upon  him,  and  was  carry- 
ing his  blood  away,  did,  by  divine  providence, 
as  I  cannot  but  suppose,  slipped  down,  and  shed 
part  of  his  blood  at  the  very  place  where  there 
were  spots  of  Antigonus's  blood  there  slain, 
still  remaining;  atul  when  there  was  a  cry 
made  by  the  spectators,  as  if  the  servant  had 
on  purpose  shed  the  blood  on  that  place, 
Aristobulus  heard  it,  and  inquired  what  the 
matter  was;  and  as  they  did  not  answer  him, 
he  was  the  more  earnest  to  kno\\*what  it  was, 
it  being  natural  to  men  to  suspect  that  what 
is  thus  concealed  is  very  bad:  so  upon  his 
threatening  and  forcing  them  by  terrors  to 
speak,  they  at  length  told  him  the  truth; 
whereu[)on  he  shed  uumy  tears  in  that  disorder 
of  mitui  which  arose  from  his  consciousness 
of  what  he  had  done,  and  gave  a  deep  groan 
and  said,  *'  I  am  not  therefore,  I  perceive,  to 
be  concealed  from  God,  iu  the  impious  and 
horrid  crimes  I  have  been  guilty  of;  but  a 
sudden  punishment  is  coming  upon  me  for  the 
shedding  the  blood  of  my  relations.  And  now, 
O  thou  most  impudent  body  of  mine,  how 

•  Hence  we  learu  thnt  the  Essenes  pretended  to  have 
rules  wheii'bjp  men  niii;I»t  foreltl  things  to  come,  and 
tliAt  this  Judas  tlie  Kssene,  t.iiiRht  those  rules  to  his 
schiilars;  hut  whether  their  [irrtences  were  of  an  aslrn- 
In-ic.'il  (ir  mriL'iciil  iiaturi-.  which  yet  in  such  reli^iuiis 
Jews,  wliu  were  utterly  fiirbidiltii  such  arts,  is  no  way 
pri»h:^ble,  or  to  any  IJatli  Col.  spoken  of  hy  the  later 
liiilihlris.  or  otlit^rwise,  I  canuol  tell.  See  of  the  Wtir,  b. 
il,  rh.  vtii.  sect.  12, 


362 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  J£WS. 


BOOK  XIII, 


long  n-ilt  tliou  retain  a  soul  that  ought  to  die, 
in  order  to  appease  the  ghosts  of  niy  brother 
and  my  mother?  "Why  dost  thou  not  i^ive  it 
all  up  at  once?  And  why  do  I  deliver  up 
my  blood,  drop  by  drop,  to  those  whom  I  have 
?o  wickedly  murdered?"  In  saying  which 
last  words  he  died,  having  reigned  a  year. 
He  was  called  a  lover  of  the  Grecians;  and 
had  conferred  many  bene6ts  on  his  own  coun- 
try, and  made  »ar  aptinst  Iturea,  and  added 
a  great  part  of  it  to  Judea,  and  compelled  the 
inhabitants,  if  they  would  continue  in  that 
country,  to  be  circumcised,  and  to  live  accord- 
ing to  the  Jeu-ish  laws.  He  was  naturally  a 
man  of  candour,  and  of  great  modesty,  as 
Strabo  bears  witness  in  the  name  of  Tim- 
agenes:  who  sa\s  thus: — "  This  man  was  a 
person  of  candour,  and  very  sers'iccable  to  the 
Jen  s,  for  he  added  a  country  to  them,  and  ob- 
tained a  part  of  the  nation  of  the  Itureans  for 
them,  and  bound  them  to  them  by  the  bond 
of  the  circumcision  of  their  genitals." 


CHAPTER  XII. 

HOW  ALEXANDER,  WHEN  HE  BAD  TAKEN 
THE  GOVEBNMENT,  MADE  AN  EXPEIMTION 
AGAINST  PTOLEMAIS,  AND  THEN  RAISED 
THE  SIEGE,  OCT  OF  FEAR  OF  PTOLEMY 
LATHYRUS;  AND  HOW  PTOLEMY  HADE  WAR 
AGAINST  HLM,  BECAUSE  HE  HAD  SENT  TO 
CLEOPATRA  TO  PERSUADE  HER  TO  MAKE 
WAR  AGAINST  PTOLEMY,  AND  YET  PRE- 
TENDED TO  BE  IN  FRIENDSHIP  WITH  HIM, 
WHEN  HE  WENT  TO  BEAT  THE  JEWS  IN 
BATTLE. 

§  1.  When  Aristobulus  was  dead,  his  wife 
Salome,  who,  by  the  Greeks,  was  called  Ale.x- 
andra,  let  his  brethren  out  of  prison  (for  Aris- 
tobulus had  kept  them  in  bonds,  as  we  have 
said  already),  and  made  Alexander  Janneus 
king,  who  was  the  superior  in  age  and  in 
moderation.*  This  child  happened  to  be  hated 
by  his  father  as  soon  as  he  was  born,  and 
could  never  be  permitted  to  come  into  his 
father's  sight  till  he  died.  The  occasion  of 
which  hatred  is  thus  reported :  when  Hyr- 
canus  chiefly  loved  the  two  eldest  of  his  sons, 
Antigonus  and  Aristobulus,  God  appeared  to 
him  in  his  sleep,  of  whom  he  inquired  which  of 
his  sons  should  be  his  successor.  Upon  God's 
representing  to  him  the  countenance  of  Alex- 
ander, he  was  grieved  that  he  was  to  be  the 
heir  of  all  his  goods,  and  suffered  him  to  be 
brought  up  in  Galilee.*  However,  God  did 
not  deceive  Hyrcanus,  for  after  the  death  of 

•  The  reason  why  Ryrcanus  suffered  not  this  son  of 
his  whom  (.edid  not  lore  to  come  into  Jud^a.  but  ordered 
him  to  be  tiroosht  npin  Gali'ee.  issusi;esl«l  hy  Dr.  Had. 
sin.  that  Galilee  was  not  esteemed  so  happy  and  well 
ciiltiTated  a  couolrj-  as  Judea,  .Matt.  xxvi.  T3;  John  vii, 
£2;  .4cts  ii.7.  although  nnotlier  ohvtous  reason  occur* 
biso,  that  he  was  farther  out  of  his  sight  in  Galilee  than 
tie  wouJd  have  been  in  Judea. 


Aristobulus,  he  certainly  took  the  kingdom ; 
and  one  of  his  brethren  who  affected  the  king, 
dom  he  slew;  and  the  other,  who  chose  to 
live  a  private  and  quiet  life,  be  hnd  in  esteem. 

2.  ^VhcIl  Alexander  Janneus  had  settled 
the  government  in  the  manner  that  he  judged 
best,  be  made  an  expedition  against  Ptole- 
niais;  and  having  overcome  the  men  in  battle, 
he  shut  tbem  up  in  the  city,  and  sat  round 
about  it,  and  besieged  it;  for  of  the  maritime 
cities  there  remained  only  Ptolemais  and  Gaza 
to  be  conquered,  besides  Strato's  Tower  and 
Dora,  which  were  held  by  the  tyrant  Zoilus. 
Now  while  Antiochus  Pbilometor,  and  An- 
tiocbus  who  was  called  Cyzicenus,  were  ma- 
king war  against  one  another,  and  destroying 
one  another's  armies,  the  people  of  Ptolemais 
could  have  no  assistance  from  them;  but  when 
they  were  distressed  with  this  siege,  Zoilus, 
who  possessed  Strato's  Tower  and  Dora,  antl 
maintained  a  legion  of  soldiers,  and,  on  occa- 
sion of  the  contest  between  the  kings,  affected 
tyranny  himself,  came  and  brought  some  small 
assistance  to  the  people  of  Ptolemais;  nor  in- 
deed had  the  kings  such  a  friendship  for  them 
as  that  they  should  hope  for  any  advantage 
from  tbem.  Both  those  kings  were  in  the 
case  of  wrestlers,  who  finding  themselves  de- 
ficient in  strength,  and  yet  being  ashamed  to 
yield,  put  off  the  tight  by  laziness,  and  by  ly- 
ing still  as  long  as  they  can.  The  only  hope 
they  had  remaining  was  from  the  kings  of 
Egypt,  and  from  Ptolemy  LathjTus,  who  now 
held  Cyprus,  and  who  came  to  Cyprus  when 
he  was  driven  from  the  government  of  Egypt 
by  Cleopatra  bis  mother:  so  the  people  ci 
Ptolemais  sent  to  this  Ptolemy  Lathyrus  »nA 
desired  him  to  come  as  a  confederate,  to  de- 
liver them,  now  they  were  in  such  danger, 
out  of  the  hands  of  Alexander.  And  as  tb> 
ambassadors  give  him  hopes,  that  if  he  wouU 
pass  over  into  Syria,  he  would  have  the  peo- 
ple of  Gaza  on  the  side  of  those  oi  Ptolemais; 
as  they  also  said  that  Zoilus,  and  beside*  thes« 
the  Sidonians  and  many  others  would  assist 
them,  so  he  was  elevated  at  this,  and  got  hit 
fleet  ready  as  soon  as  possible. 

3.  But  in  this  interval  Demenetus,  on« 
that  was  of  abilities  to  persuade  men  to  do  ai 
he  would  have  tbem,  and  a  leader  of  the  pc^ 
pulace,  made  those  of  Ptolemais  change  their 
opinions;  and  said  to  them,  that  it  was  better 
to  run  the  hazard  of  being  subject  to  the  Jews 
than  to  admit  of  evident  slavery  by  delivering 
themselves  up  to  a  master;  and  besides  that, 
to  have  not  only  a  war  at  present,  but  to  ex- 
pect a  much  greater  war  from  Egypt:  for 
that  Cleopatra  would  not  overlook  an  army 
raised  by  Ptolemy  for  himself  out  of  the 
neiphbmirhood,  hut  would  come  against  them 
with  a  great  army  of  her  own,  and  this  be- 
cause she  was  labouring  to  eject  her  son  out 
of  Cyprus  also:  that  as  for  Ptolemy,  if  be 
fail  of  his  hopes,  he  can  >till  retire  to  C}  prjs 
but  that  iLey  will  be  left  in  the  greatest  doo 
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ger  possible.  Now  Ptolemy,  although  he  had 
heard  of  the  change  that  was  made  in  the 
people  of  Ptolemais,  yet  did  he  still  go  on 
with  his  voyage,  and  came  to  the  country 
called  Sycamine,  and  there  set  his  army  on 
shore.  This  army  of  his,  in  the  whole  horse 
and  foot  together,  were  about  thirty  thousand, 
with  which  lie  marched  near  to  Ptolemais, 
and  there  pitched  his  camp;  bat  when  the 
people  of  Ptolemais  neither  received  his  am- 
bassadors, nor  would  hear  what  they  had  to 
eay,  be  was  under  a  very  great  concern. 

4.  But  when  Zoilus  and  the  people  of  Ga- 
za came  to  him,  and  desired  his  assistance, 
because  their  country  was  laid  waste  by  the 
Jews,  and  by  Alexjinder, — Alexander  raised 
the  siege,  for  fear  of  I'tolemy;  and  when  he 
had  drawn  off  his  army  into  his  own  country, 
be  used  a  stratagem  afterwards,  by  privately 
inviting  Cleopatra  to  come  against  Ptolemy, 
but  publicly  pretending  to  desire  a  league  of 
friendship  and  mutual  assistance  with  him; 
and  promising  to  give  him  four  hundred  ta- 
ients  of  silver,  he  desired  that,  by  way  of  re- 
quital, he  would  take  off  Znilus  the  tvrant, 
»nd  give  his  country  to  the  Jews.  And  then 
indeed  Ptolemy,  with  pleasure,  made  such  a 
league  of  frieiuiship  with  Alexander,  and  sub- 
dued Zoilus:  but  when  he  afterwards  heard 
that  he  had  privily  sent  to  Cleopatra  his  mo- 
ther, he  broke  the  league  with  him,  which 
yet  he  had  confirmed  with  an  oath,  and  fell 
upon  him,  and  besieged  Ptolemais,  because  it 
would  not  receive  him.  However,  leaving 
his  generals,  with  some  part  of  his  forces,  to 
go  on  with  the  siege,  he  went  himself  inime- 
liiately  with  the  rest  to  lay  Jndea  waste: 
and  when  Alexander  understood  this  to  be 
Ptolemy's  intention,  he  also  got  together  about 
fifty  thousand  soldiers  out  of  his  own  country; 

Ay,  as  some  writers  have  said  eighty  thou- 
sand.* He  then  took  his  army,  and  went  to 
meet  Ptolemy;  but  Ptolemy  fell  upon  Aso- 
cUis,  a  city  of  Galilee,  and  took  it  by  force  on 
the  Sabbath-day,  and  there  he  took  about  ten 
thousand  slaves,  and  a  great  deal  of  other 
prey. 

5.  He  then  tried  to  take  Sepphoris,  which 
was  a  city  not  far  from  that  which  was  de- 
stroyed, but  lost  many  of  his  men;  yet  did  he 
then  go  to  fight  with  Alexander.  Alexander 
met  him  at  the  river  Jordan,  near  a  certain 
place  called  Saphoth  [not  far  from  the  river 
Jordan],  and  pitched  his  camp  near  to  the 
enemy.  He  had  however  eight  thousand 
in  the  first  rank,  which  he  styled  Hecatonto- 
iiiachi,  having  shields  of  brass Those  in  the 

.  From  thf  8f  anil  other  occasional  expressions,  drop- 
ped by  Josephiis,  we  may  learn  tliat  where  the  sacred 
books  of  the  Jews  were  deficient,  he  had  several  other 
ilistories  then  estant  (hut  now  most  of  them  lost)  which 
he  faithfully  followed  in  his  own  history;  nor  indeed 
iave  we  any  other  reijords  of  those  times  relating  to  Ju- 
dea.  that  can  be  compared  lo  these  accounts  of  Josephus; 
Itioilsb,  when  we  do  meet  with  authentic  fiat:ments  of 
^>'ti  ofjginsJ  rec«rds,  they  almost  always  coa&rm  taia 


first  rank  of  Ptolemy's  soldiers  also  had  shields 
covered  with  brass;  but  Ptolemy's  soldiers  in 
other  respects  were  inferior  to  those  of  Alex- 
ander, and  therefore  were  more  fearful  of 
running  hazards ;  but  Philostephanus,  tlie 
camp-master,  put  great  courage  into  them, 
and  ordered  them  to  pass  the  river  which 
was  between  their  camps;  nor  did  Alexander 
think  fit  to  hinder  their  passage  over  it:  for 
he  thought,  that  if  the  enemy  had  once  gotten 
the  river  on  their  back,  that  he  should  the 
easier  take  them  prisoners,  when  they  could 
not  flee  out  of«  the  battle :  in  the  beginning 
of  which,  the  acts  on  both  sides,  with  their 
hands,  and  with  their  alacrity,  were  alike,  and 
a  great  slaughter  was  made  by  both  the  ar- 
mies; but  Alexander  was  superior,  till  Phi- 
lostephanus opportunely  brought  up  the  aiixi- 
liaries,  to  help  those  that  were  giving  way  ; 
but  as  there  were  no  auxiliaries  to  afford  help 
to  that  part  of  the  Jews  that  gave  way,  it  fell 
out  that  they  fled,  and  those  near  them  did 
not  assist  them,  but  fled  along  with  them. 
However,  Ptolemy's  soldiers  acted  quiteother- 
wise ;  for  they  followed  the  Jews,  and  killed 
them,  till  at  length  those  that  slew  them  pur- 
sued after  them  when  they  had  made  them  all 
run  away,  and  slew  them  so  long,  that  their 
weapons  of  iron  were  blunted,  and  their  hands 
quite  tired  with  the  slaughter;  for  the  report 
was,  that  thirty  thousand  men  were  then  slain. 

Timagenes  says,  they  were  fifty  thousand. 

As  for  the  rest,  they  were  part  of  them  taken 
captives;  and  the  other  part  ran  away  to  theii 
own  country. 

6.  After  this  victory,  Ptolemy  overran  all 
the  country  ;  and  when  night  came  on,  he 
abode  in  certain  villages  of  Judea,  which  wheu 
he  found  full  of  women  and  children,  he  com- 
manded his  soldiers  to  strangle  them,  and  to 
cut  them  in  pieces,  and  then  to  cast  them  in- 
to boiling  caldrons,  and  then  to  devour  their 
limbs  as  sacrifices.  This  commandment  was 
given,  that  such  as  fled  from  the  battle,  and 
came  to  them,  might  suppose  their  enemies 
were  cannibals,  and  eat  men's  flesh,  and  might 
on  that  account  be  still  more  terrified  at  them 
upon  such  a  sight.  And  both  Strabo  and  Ni. 
cholaus  [of  Damascus]  affirm  that  they  used 
these  people  after  this  manner,  as  I  have  al- 
ready related.  Ptolemy  also  tookPtolemias 
by  force,  as  we  have  declared  elsewhere. 
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CHAPTER  XIIL 

MOW  ALEXANDEB,  UPON  THE  LEACCE  OF  MD- 
TUAL  DEFENCE  WHICH  CLEOPATRA  HAD 
AGREED  WITH  HIM,  MADE  AN  EXPEDITION 
AGAINST  CELESTRIA,  AND  UTTLRLY  OVER- 
THREW THE  CITY  or  GAZA;  AND  HOW  HE 
SLEW  MANY  TEN  THOUSANDS  OF  JEWS 
THAT  HAD  REBELLED  AGAINST  HIM;  ALSO 
CONCERNING  ANTIOCHIS  C»VPLS,  SELEU- 
CDS,  ANTIOCHUS  CTZICENLS,  AND  ANTIO- 
CHU3  PIDS,  AND  OTHERS. 

§  1.  When  Cleopatra  saw  that  her  son  was 
grown  great,  and  laid  Jiidea  waste  without 
disturbance,  and  had  gotten  the  city  of  Gaza 
under  bis  power,  she  resolved  no  longer  to 
overlook  what  he  did,  when  he  was  almost  at 
her  gates;  and  she  concluded  that,  now  he 
was  so  much  stronger  than  before,  he  would 
be  very  desirous  of  the  dominion  over  the 
Egyptians;  but  she  immediately  marched 
against  him,  with  a  fleet  at  sea  and  an  army 
ot  foot  on  land,  and  made  Cbelcias  and  Ana- 
nias,  the  Jews,  generals  of  her  whole  army, 
while  she  sent  the  greatest  part  of  her  riches, 
her  grandchildren,  and  her  testament,  to  the 
people  of  Cos.*  Cleopatra  also  ordered  her 
son  Alexander  to  sail  with  a  great  fleet  to 
Phoenicia:  and  when  that  country  had  re- 
volted, she  came  to  Ptolemais:  and  because 
the  people  of  Ptolemais  did  not  receive  her, 
she  besieged  the  city;  but  Ptolemy  went  out 
of  Syria,  and  made  haste  unto  Egypt,  sup. 
posing  that  he  should  find  it  destitute  of  an 
army,  and  soon  take  it,  though  he  failed  of 
his  hopes.  At  this  time  Chelcias,  one  of 
Cleopatra's  generals,  happened  to  die  in  Cele- 
syria,  as  be  was  in  pursuit  of  Ptolemy. 

2.  When  Cleopatra  beard  of  her  son's  at- 
tempt, and  that  his  Egyptian  expedition  did 
not  succeed  according  to  his  expectations,  she 
sent  thither  part  of  her  army,  and  drove  him 
out  of  that  country  J  so  when  he  was  returned 
out  of  Egypt  again,  he  abode  during  the 
winter  at  Gaza,  in  which  time  Cleop.-itra  took 
the  garrison  that  was  in  Ptolemais  by  siege, 
as  well  as  the  city;  and  when  Alexander  came 
to  her,  he  gave  her  presents,  and  such  marks 
of  respect  as  were  but  proper,  since,  under 
the  miseries  he  endured  by  Ptolemy,  he  had 
no  other  refuge  but  her.  Now  there  were 
some  of  her  friend?  who  persuaded  her  to 
seize  Alexander,  and  to  overrun  and  take 
possession  of  the  country,  and  not  to  sit  still 
and  see  such  a  multitude  of  brave  Jews  sub- 
ject to  one  man;  but  Ananias's  counsel  was 

•  This  city,  or  island.  Cos.  is  not  that  rpmote  island 
in  the  £i;vaD  Sta,  ramous  for  Ihf  binh  of  the  preat 
Hippocrates,  but  a  cilv  or  island  of  the  same  name  ad. 
joinioK  to  Egypt.  tnrnli<>Ded  both  by  Stephanos  and 
PtoIeiBT.  as  Ur. Hudson  informs  us.  Of  wluch Cos. and 
the  treasures  there  laid  up  by  Cleopatra  and  the  Jewa, 
■ee  Antit^.  b,  xiT.  eb.  Tii.  b««l  S. 


contrary  to  theirs,  who  said  that  she  would  do 
an  unjust  action  if  she  deprived  a  man  that 
was  her  ally  of  that  authority  which  belonged 
to  him,  and  this  a  man  who  is  related  to  usj 
"for  (said  be)  I  would  not  have  thee  igno- 
rant of  this,  that  what  mjustice  thou  dost  to 
him  will  make  all  us  that  are  Jews  to  be  thy 
enemies."  This  desire  of  Ananias,  Cleopatra 
complied  with ;  and  did  no  injury  to  Alexan- 
der, but  noade  a  league  of  mutual  assistance 
with  him  at  Scythopolis,  a  city  of  Celesyria. 

3.    So  when  Alexander  was  delivered  from 
the  fear  he  was  in  of  Ptolemy,  he  presently 
made  an    expedition    against  Celesyria.     He 
aUo  took  Gadara,  after  a  siege  of  ten  months. 
He  took  also  Ainathus,  a  very  strong  fortress 
belonging   to  the    inhabitants  above  Jordan, 
where  Theodorus,  the  son  of  Zeno,  had  his 
chief  treasure,  and  what  he  esteemed   most 
precious.     This  Zeno  fell  unexpectedly  upon 
the  Jew  9,  and  slew  ten  thousand  of  them,  and 
seized  upon  Alexander's  baggage:  yet  did  not 
this    misfortune   terrify   Alexander;     but    he 
made  an  expedition  upon  the  maritime  parts 
of  the  country,   Raphia  and  Anthedon  (the 
name  of  « hich  king  Herod  afterwards  changed 
to  Agrippias).  and  took  even  that  by   force. 
But  when   Alexander  saw  that  Ptolemy  waj 
retired  from  Gaza  to  Cyprus,  and  his  mother 
Cleopatra  was  returned  to  Egypt,   he  grew 
angry  at  the  people  of  Gaza,  because  they  had 
invited  Ptolemy  to  assist  them,  and  besieged 
their  city,  and  ravaged  their  country.      But 
as  Apoliodotus,  the  general  of  the  army  of 
Gaza,  fell  upon    the  camp  of  the    Jews  by 
night,  with    two    thousand  foreign,  and  ten 
thousand  of  his  own  forces,  while  the  night 
lasted,  those  of  Gaza  prevailed,  because  the 
enemy  was  made  to  believe  that  it  was  Pto- 
lemy who  attacked  them  ;  but  when  day  was 
come  on,  and  that  mistake  was  corrected,  and 
the  Jews  knew  the  truth  of  the  matter,  they 
came  back  again  and  fell  upon  those  of  Gaza, 
and  slew  of   them    about  a  thousand.     Hut 
as  those  of  Gaza  stoutly  resisted  them,  and 
would  not  yield  for  either  their  want  of  any 
thing,  nor  for  the  great  rauliitude  that  were 
slain  (for  they  would  rather  suffer  any  hard- 
ship whatever,  than  come  under  the  power  of 
their  enemie*),  Aretas,  king  of  the  Arabians, 
a    person    then  very    illustrious,  encouraged 
them  to  go  on  with  alacrity,  and    promised 
them  that  he  would  come  to  their  assistance; 
but  it  happened  that,  before  he  came  Apolio- 
dotus was  slain:  for  his  brother  I.ysimachus, 
envying  him  for  the  great  reputation  he  had 
pained  among  the  citizens,  slew  him,  and  got 
the  army  together;  an'd  delivered  up  the  citv 
to  Alexander;  who.  when  he  came  in  at  first, 
lay  quiet,   but  afterwards  set  his  army  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  Gaza,  and  gave  them  leave 
to  pimish  them ;  so  some  went  one  way,  and 
some  went  another,  and  slew  the  inhabitants 
of  Gaza;  yet  were  not  they  of  cowardly  hearts, 
but  opposed  those  that  came  to  slay  theUJ,  and 


CHAP.  XIV. 


AxrrQciTiF.s  or  t  ie  jews. 


365 


filew  an  man^voftbe  Jews;  and  some  of  them, 
when  they  saw  tbeir>seKe*  deserted,  burnt 
their  own  houses,  that  the  enecny  micrht  ^M»t 
none  of  their  spoils:  nay.  some  of  them,  wirh 
their  own  luinds,  slew  their  children  und  thoir 
wives,  havinj^  no  other  way  but  this  of  avoid- 
ing* slavery  for  them;  but  the  senator^,  who 
were  in  all  five  hundred,  fled  to  Apollo's 
temple  (for  this  attack  happened  to  be  made 
as  tht*y  were  sitting"),  whom  Alexander  slew; 
and  when  he  h;id  utterly  overthrown  their 
city,  he  returned  to  Jerusalem,  having  spent 
u  year  in  that  «ie*;e. 

4,  Ahotit  thi«  very  time,  Antioehu?,  who 
was  cared  Grypu9,  died.*  His  death  wa-* 
raii-ned  by  Heracleon's  treachery,  when  he 
had  lived  forty-five  years,  and  had  reigned 
twi'nty-nine.f  His  son  Seleucns  succeeded 
him  in  the  kingdom,  and  made  war  with  An- 
tiochirs,  his  father's  brother,  who  was  called 
Aiitioehits  Cyzicenus,  and  beat  him,  and  took 
him  prisoner,  and  slew  him;  but  after  a  while 
AntiochusJ  the  son  of  Cyzicenus,  who  was  call- 
ed Pius,  came  to  Aradus,  and  put  the  diadem 
on  his  own  head,  and  made  war  with  Seleucus, 
and  beat  him,  and  drove  him  out  of  all  Syria. 
Uut  when  be  ried  out  of  Syria,  he  came  to 
Mopsuestia  again,  and  levied  money  upon 
them;  but  the  people  of  Mopsuestia  had  in- 
<lii;nation  at  what  be  did,  and  burnt  down  bi^ 
palace,  and  t»lew  bim,  together  with  his  friends. 
Hut  when  Antiochus,  the  son  of  Cyzicenus, 
was  king  of  Syria,  Antiochus, {|  the  brother  of 
Seleucutt,  made  war  upon  bim,  and  was  over- 
come, and  destroved,  be  and  bis  army.  After 
liim,  bis  brother  Philip  put  on  the  diadem, 
»i»d  reigned  over  some  part  of  Syria;  but  Pto- 
lemy Lathyrus  sent  tor  his  fourth  brother  De- 
metrius, who  w;is  called  Eucerus,  from  Cnidus, 
and  made  him  kinc  of  Damasc\i5.  Both  these 
brothers  did  Antiochus  vehemently  oppose, 
but  presently  died;  Prir  when  he  was  come  as 
an  auxiliary  to  Laodice,  queen  of  the  Gilead- 
ites.tj  whi'n  she  was  making  war  against  the 
Parthiaiis.  and  he  was  fighting  courageously, 
he  fell,  \\hile  Demetrius  and  Philip  governed 
Syria,  as  hath  been  elsewhere  related. 

•  TtiM  arcnunt  of  tb'-  drath  of  Antiorhu.i  (irj-pus  is 
eonfirmrd  by  Ap|ilan.  Syriac.  p.  \32,  liore  clttd  bjr  Span- 
lirfm. 

4'  Purphvry  sayt  that  this  Antiochus  Grypus  reijined 
blrt  tweIlly-^ix  jt-ars.  as  Ilr.  Hud»on  o'lservtrj. 

f  I'litr  Copies  of  Jusephiii,  both  lirprk  and  I Jitin,  have 
heie»<i  f;r<k»«ly  false  B  rT«<line..  Antiochus  and  Aotoninuis 
or  Antonius  I'ius.  for  Antiuclius  l'iu»,lliat  llie  rdttorftare 
furce'l  t<i  rtirrccl  XW  (ext  from  \hr  nlhrr  liislnri.iiisi  who 
d\\  ngrrf  tl.  it  Ihis  king**  name  was  outhing  more  than 
Aiiln»cbu!t  t'iiis, 

I  I'l-.isr  two  lirutbtrrs,  .Anti<whus  and  Phillppus,  art 
called  In  ins  b\  Porplivry;  the  fourlb  Imither  wan  Lin^of 
Damascus.  Butit  which  are  the  observations  of  8pan- 
bciiQ. 

i  This  IjMjdicea  was  a  city  of  Oilead  beyond  Jordan. 
HnWCTcr,  Poriihyry  says  that  ihis  Aniiorhna  piiiB  did  not 
dip  in  this  haltle;  but.  ninnint;  away,  was  druwned  in 
Ihf  riVff  I  truiitr.4.  Apiiian  sayn,  tliat  he  was  depnvtd 
at  the  kioi^durn  of  Syria  by  Tigrtinrs:  but  I'orphyrj 
Biaiirs  (bitt  l^utliir  qtit^n  i>f  the  CalamanK:  all  whii-.i 
Itt  Dottd  by  >pHiihfin).  In  such  FDofiiMon  of  the  lalt-r 
liiftoriHit^,  we  tmve  no  reasun  lo  nrelcr  iin>  ol  theni  beture 
JtjtCDbUis  who  hud  more  unginaj  onee  beJore  bim. 


5  As  lo  Alexand.?r,  his  own  people  were  ' 
>ed)riuus  ai^ainst  bim;  tor  at  a  festival  which 
was  then  celebrated,  when  he  stood  upon  the. 
uUar,  Mild  was  going  to  Sitcrifice,  the  nation 
rose  upon  bim  and  pelted  with  citrons  [wliiiU, 
they  then  bad  in  their  hand»,  l^ecause]  the  law 
of  the  Jews  requireil,  that  at  the  feabt  of  ta- 
bernacles every  one  should  have  braiicbes  of 
the  palm-tree  and  citron-tree;  which  thing 
we  have  elsewhere  related.  They  also  reviled 
bim,  as  derived  from  a  captive,^  and  so  un- 
worthy of  his  dignity  and  of  sacrificing.  At 
this  he  was  in  u  nige,  and  slew  of  them  about 
six  thousand.  lie  also  built  a  partition-watl 
of  wood  round  the  altar  and  the  temple,  as 
iur  as  that  partition  within  which  it  was  oidy 
lawful  for  the  priests  to  enter;  and  by  this 
means  he  obstructed  the  multitude  from  com- 
ing at  bim.  He  also  maintained  foreigners  of 
Pisidi:e  and  Cilicia;  for  as  to  the  Syrians,  he 
was  at  war  with  them,  and  so  made  no  use  of 
them.  He  also  overcame  the  Arabians,  such 
as  the  Moabitesand  Gileadites, and  made  them 
bring  tribute.  Moreover,  he  demolished 
Ainathu«,  while  Tbeodorus**  durst  not  tipht 
with  him;  but  as  he  had  joined  battle  with 
Obcdas.  kirg  of  the  Arabians,  and  fell  into  an 
ambush  in  the  places  that  were  rugged  and 
dillicult  to  be  travelled  over,  he  was  thrown 
down  into  a  deep  valley,  by  the  multitude  of 
the  cumcis  at  Gadara,  n  village  of  Gilead,  ami 
hardly  escaped  with  his  life.  From  thence 
be  Hed  to  Jcrus:ilem,  where,  bet^ides  bis  other 
ill  success,  the  nation  insulted  bim.  and  be 
fought  against  them  for  six  years,  and  slew  no 
fewer  than  fifty  thousand  of  them;  and  when 
he  desired  that  ihey  would  desist  from  their 
ill-will  to  him,  they  hated  bim  so  much  the 
more,  on  account  of  what  bad  already  ha[>- 
pened;  and  when  he  had  asked  them  what 
be  ought  to  do,  they  all  cried  out,  that  he 
ought  to  kill  himself.  They  also  sent  to 
Demetrius  Euccrus,  and  desired  him  to  make 
a  league  of  mutual  defence  with  them. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

HOW  DEMETRIUS  EL'CERUS  OVERCAME  ALEX- 
ANDER, AND  YET,  IN  A  LITTLE  TIME,  HE- 
TIKKD  OL'T  OF  THE  COUNTRY  FOR  FEAR  UF 
THE  JEWS  ;  AS  ALSO  HOW  ALEXANDER 
SLEW  MANY  OF  THE  .TEWS,  AND  THEREBY 
GOT  CLEAR  OF  His  TROLBLES.  CONCERN- 
ING THE  DEATH  OF   DEMETRIUS. 

^  1.  So  Demetrius  came  with  an  army,  and 
rook  those  that  invited  bim,  and  pitched  his 
:'amp  near  the   city  Sbecbcm ;    upon   which 

ST  Thi5>  reproach  upon  Al*^x.iiii'er.  that  he^was  apniiii; 
rom  a  captive,  set- ms  only  ihf  r.-i  elitiun  of  tlie  old  l*lia- 
itsairnl  calumny  upon  his  lattu-r.  •  bap   a.  wet.  5. 

••  This  Thi-udonis  was  V'*-  "■  i.  of  Zeno.  and  was  in 
pu^sesBioa  of  Atuathiis,  as  we  It  ;.-ni  froin  Mct.  lit  tore- 
goiiiS. 
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Alexander,  with  bis  six  thousand  two  bun-  j 
dred  mercenaries,  and  about  twenty  thousand 
Jews,  who  were  of  his  party,  went  against 
Demetrius,  who  had  three  thousand  horsemen, 
und  forty  thousand  footmen.  Now  there 
were  great  endeavours  used  on  both  sides, — 
Demetrius  trying  to  bring  off  the  mercenaries 
tiiat  were  with  AK-Nander,  because  they  were 
Greeks;  and  Alexander  trying  to  bring  oflFthe 
Jews  that  were  with  Demetrius.  However, 
when  neither  of  them  could  persuade  them  so 
to  do,  they  came  to  a  battle,  and  Demetrius 
was  the  conqueror;  in  which  all  Alexander's 
mercenaries  were  killed,  when  they  had  given 
demonstration  of  their  fidelity  and  courage. 
A  great  number  of  Demetrius's  soldiers  were 
flain  also. 

2.   Now  as  Alexander  fled  to  the  moun- 
tn'ns,  six  thousand   of    the    Jews    hereupon 
came  together  [from  Demetrius]  to  him  out 
of  pity  at  the  change  of  his  fortune;    upon 
whicb  Demetrius  was  afraid,  and  retired  out 
of  the  country;  after  which  the  Jews  fought 
against   Alexander,  and   being  beaten,    were 
tiain  in  great  numbers  in  the  several  battles 
which  they  had;  and  when  he  had  shut  up  the 
most  powerful  of  them  in  the  city  Bcthome. 
he  besieged  them  therein ;  and  when  he  had 
taken  the  city,  and  gotten  the  men  into  his 
power,  he  hrolight  them  to  Jerusalem,  and  did 
one  of  the  most  barbarous  actions  in  the  world 
to  them;  for  as  he  was  feasting  with  his  concu- 
bines, in  the  sight  of  all  the  city,  he  ordered 
about  eight  hundred  of  them  to  be  crucified; 
and  while  they  were   living,  he  ordered  the 
throats  of  their  children  and  wives  to  be  cut 
before  their  eyes.     This  svas  indeed  by  way 
of  revenge  for  the  injuries  they  had  done  him; 
w  bich  punishment  yet  was  of  an  inhuman  na- 
tjre,  though  we  suppose  that  be  had  been  ever 
so  much  distressed,  as  indeed  he  had  been,  by 
his  wars  with  them,  for  he  had  by  their  means 
come  to  the  last  degree  of  hazard,  both  of  his 
life  and  of  his  kingdom,  while  they  weie  not 
satisfied  by  themselves  only  to  fight  against 
bim,  but  introduced   foreigners  also  for  the 
same  purpose;    nay,  at  length  they  reduced 
bim  to  that  degree  of  necessity,  that  he  was 
forced  to  deliver  back  to  the  king  of  Arabia 
the  land  of  Moab  and  GUead,  which  he  had 
subdued,  and  the  places  that  were  in  them, 
that  they  might  not  join  with  them  in  the 
war  against  him,  as  tiiey  had  done  ten  thou- 
sand other  things  that  tended  to  affront  and 
reproach  hiin.   However,  this  barbarity  seems 


lived;  who  being  now  freed  from  any  further 
disturbance  from  them,  reigned  the  rest  of  i)i» 
time  in  the  utmost  tranquillity. 

3.  But  when  Demetrius  was  departed  out 
of  Judea,  he  went  to  Berea,  and  besieged  his 
brother  Philip,  having  with  him  ten  thousand 
footmen,  and  a  thousand  horsemen.  How- 
ever, Strato,  the  tyrant  of  Berea,  the  confe- 
derate of  Philip,  called  in  Zizon  the  ruler  of 
the  Arabian  tribes,  and  Mithridates  Sinax,  the 
ruler  of  the  Parthians,  who  coming  with  a 
great  number  of  forces,  and  besieging  Deme- 
trius in  his  encampment,  into  which  they  had 
driven  him  with  their  arrows,  they  compelled 
those  that  were  with  him,  by  thirst,  to  deliver 
up  themselves.  So  they  took  a  great  many 
spoils  out  of  that  country,  and  Demetrius  him- 
self, whom  they  sent  to  Mithridates,  who  w  a3 
then  king  of  Parthia;  hut  as  to  those  whom 
they  took  captives  of  the  people  of  Antiocb, 
tbev  restored  them  to  the  Antiochians  without 
any  reward.  Now  JLthridates,  the  king  of  Par- 
thia, had  Demetrius  in  great  honour,  till  Deme- 
trius ended  his  life  by  sickness.  So  Philip, 
presently  after  the  fight  was  over,  came  to 
Antiocb,  and  took  it,  and  reigned  over  Syria. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

H0WANTI0CHCS,WH0WASCALLEDDI0NTSlr3, 
AND  AFTER  HIM  ARETAS,  MADE  EXrEDI- 
TIONS  INTOJCDEA;  AS  ALSO  HOW  ALEX- 
ANDER TOOK  MANY  CITIES,  AND  THEN  EB- 
TUKSED  TO  JERUSALEM,  AND,  AFTER  A 
SICKNESS  OF  THREE  YEARS,  DIED;  AND 
WHAT  COt^NSEL    HE  GAVE  TO  ALEXANDRA. 

§  1.  After  this,  Antiochus,  who  was  called 
Dionysius.t  and  was  Philip's  brother,  aspired 
to  the  dominion,  and  came  to  Damascus,  ;uid 
got  the  power  into  his  hands,  and  there  he 
reigned;  but  as  he  was  making  war  against 
the  Arabians,  his  brother  PhiUp  heard  of  it, 
and  came  to  Damascus,  vvhere  Milesius,  who 
had  been  left  governor  of  the  citadel,  and  the 
Damascenes  themselves  delivered  up  the  city 
to  him ;  yet  because  Philip  was  become  un- 
grateful to  him,  and  had  bestowed  upon  him 
nothing  of  that  in  hopes  whereof  be  bad  re- 
ceived him  into  the  city,  but  had  a  mind  to 
have  it  believed  that  it  was  rather  delivered 
up  out  of  fear  than  by  the  kindness  of  Mile- 
sius,  and  because  he  had  not  rewarded  him  as 
be  ought  to  have  done,  he  became  suspected 


to' have  been  without  anv  necessity,  on  which    by  him.  and  so  he   was  obliged  to  leave  Da. 
account  he  buve  the  name  of  aThiacian  among  ;  mascusagam  ;  for  Milesius  caught  him  march 


theJews;'  whereupon  the  soldiers  that  had  i"g  0"t  of  the  Hippodrome,  and  shut  him 
fought  against  him,  being  about  eight  thou-  ,  ''P  >"  »*.  «nd  kept  Damascus  for  Antiochus 
sand  in  number,  ran  axvay  by  night,  and  con-  I  [Eucerus],  who,  bearing  how  Philip  s  af- 
tinued  fugitives  all  the  time  that  Alexander 


•  This  iwnie  Thracida,  which  the  Jews  pave  Alexao- 
itr.  must  b\  (lie  co*!rririice.  licimte  as  tn^hamus  as  a 
'/'firucian.orsun^fvhiil  like  it;  but  what  it  properly  sig- 
u<ties  is  not  known. 


Fairs  stood,  came  back  out  of  Arabia.     He 


+  Spanhrim  takw  notice  that  this  Aniiochux  Diony- 
siu!«  f  the  brother  of  Philip  and  of  Demetritis  Eiicerat, 
and  of  two  othern]  was  the  filth  son  of  Antiochus  Gr>» 
pus ;  and  that  be  is  styled  on  tr«  coiltB  '^Antiochus.  £[4* 
phaTca,  Dionysius" 
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also  came  immediately,  and  made  an  expedi- 
tion against  Judea,  with  eight  thousand 
armed  foot -men,  and  eight  hundred  horse- 
men. So  Alexander,  out  of  fear  of  his 
coming,  dug  a  deep  ditch  beginning  at  Cha- 
bariaba,  which  is  now  called  Antipatris,  to 
the  Sea  of  Joppa,  on  which  part  only  his  aimy 
could  be  brought  against  hiiu.  He  also  raised 
a  wall,  and  erected  wooden  towers,  and  inter- 
mediate redoubts,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty 
furlongs  in  length,  and  there  expected  the 
coniing  of  Antiochus;  but  he  soon  burnt 
theui  all,  and  made  his  army  pass  by  that  way 
into  Arabia.  The  Arabian  king  [Aretiis]  at 
lirst  retreated,  but  afterward  appeared  on  the 
sudden  with  ten  thousand  horsemen.  Antio- 
chus gave  tJiem  the  meeting,  and  fought  des- 
perately; and  indeed  when  he  had  gotten  the 
victory,  ajid  was  bringing  some  auxiliaries  to 
that  part  of  his  army  that  was  in  distress,  be 
was  sliiin.  When  Antiochus  was  fullen,  his 
army  lied  to  the  village  Cana,  where  the  great- 
e^t  part  of  them  perished  by  famine. 

2.  After  him  '  Aretas  reigned  over  Celesy- 
ria,  being  Cidled  to  the  government  by  those 
that  held  Damascus,  by  reason  of  the  hatred 
they  bare  to  Ptolemy  Meimeus.  lie  also 
made  thence  an  expedition  against  Judca,  and 
beat  Alexander  in  battle,  near  a  place  called 
Adida;  yet  did  he,  upon  certain  conditions 
agreed  on  between  them,  retire  out  of  Judea. 

3.  Hut  Alexander  marched  again  to  tlie  city 
Dios,  an<l  took  it,  and  then  made  an  expe- 
dition against  Esso,  where  was  the  best  part  of 
Zeno's  treasures,  and  there  he  encompassed  the 
place  with  three  walls;  and  when  he  had  talicn 
the  city  by  fighting,  he  marched  to  Culan  and 
Seleiicia;  and  when  be  hatl  taken  these  cities, 
he,  besides  them,  took  that  valley  which  is 
called  The  Valhy  o/  Antioclius,  as  also  the 
fortress  of  Gamala.  He  also  fucused  Deme- 
trius, who  was  governor  of  those  places,  of 
inanv  crimes,  and  turned  him  out ;  and  after  he 
had  spent  three  years  in  this  war,  he  returned 
to  his  own  country;  when  the  Jews  joyfully 
received  him  upon  this  his  good  success. 

4.  Now  at  this  time  the  Jews  were  in  pos- 
session of  the  following  cities  that  had  be- 
longed to  the  Syrians,  and  Idumeans,  and 
Pha-nicians:  At  the  sea-side.  Strata's  Tower, 
ApoUonia,  Joppa,  Janmia,  A^hdod,  Gaza, 
Anthedon,  Rapbia,  and  Rhinucolura;  in  the 
middle  of  the  country,  near  to  Idumea,  Adora, 
and  Marissa;  near  the  country  of  Samaria, 
Mount  Carmel,  and  MouJit  Tabor,  Scytho- 
polis,  and  Gadara;  of  the  country  of  the 
Gaulonites,  Seleucia,  and  Gabala;  in  the 
country  of  Moab,  Heshbon,  and  Medaba, 
Lemba,  and  Oronas,  Gelithon,  Zara,  the 
valley  of  the  Cilices,  and  Pella;   which  last 

•  Thi«  Aretas  was  ttie  first  king  of  the  Arabians  who 
look  r>aniascu9.  and  rei;;ned  ttiere;  witirh  name  became 
aUeruards  runiniun  lu  such  Arabian  kini:6,  bull)  at  Pe- 
lr.1  and  at  Daniasrnfl,  as  we  learn  froiii  Josephns  in 
IPanv  places;  and  trorj  >1.  Paul,  -  Cur.  xi.  '<i'i.  8ee  the 
■WW  uji  Aatiij.  tx.  xvi.  cb.  is.  serf  4. 


they  utterly  destroyed,  because  its  inhabitants 
uould  not  bear  to  change  their  religious  rites 
for  those  peculiar  to  the  Jews.^f  The  Jews 
also  possessed  others  of  the  principal  cities  of 
Syria,  which  had  been  destroyed. 

5.  After  this,  king  Alexander,  although 
he  fell  into  a  distemper  by  hard  drinking, 
and  had  a  quartan  ague  which  held  him  three 
years,  yet  would  not  leave  off  going  out  will 
his  army,  till  he  was  quite  spent  with  the  la-, 
hours  he  had  undergone,  and  died  in  the 
bounds  of  Ragaba,  a  fortress  beyond  Jordan. 
But  when  his  queen  saw  that  he  was  ready  to 
die,  and  had  no  longer  any  hopes  of  surnving, 
she  came  to  him  weeping  and  lamenting,  and 
bewailed  herself  and  her  sons  on  the  desolate 
condition  they  should  be  left  in;  and  said  to 
him,  "  To  whom  dost  thou  thus  leave  me  and 
my  children,  who  are  destitute  of  all  othel 
supports,  and  this  when  thou  knowest  hoW 
much  ill-will  thy  nation  bears  thee?"  But 
he  gave  her  the  following  advice: — That  she 
need  but  follow  what  he  would  suggest  to  her 
in  order  to  retain  the  kingdom  securely,  with 
her  children;  that  she  should  conceal  his 
death  from  the  soldiers  till  she  should  have 
taken  that  place:  after  this,  she  should  go  in 
triumph,  as  upon  a  victory,  to  Jerusalem,  and 
put  some  of  her  authority  into  the  hands  of 
the  Pharisees ;  for  that  they  would  commend  her 
for  the  honour  ehe  ha'd  done  them,  and  would 
reconcile  (he  nation  to  her;  for  he  told  her 
they  had  great  authority  among  the  Jews,  both 
to  do  hurt  to  such  as  they  hated,  and  to  bring 
ad>anfagesto  those  to  whom  they  were  fricndl) 
disposed;  for  that  they  are  then  believed 
best  of  all  by  the  multitude  when  they  spenk 
any  severe  thing  against  others,  though  it  he 
only  ovit  of  envy  at  them.  And  he  said,  ttint 
it  was  by  their  means  that  he  had  incurred  tin 
displeasure  of  the  nation,  \\  hom  indeed  he  had 
injured.  'Do  thou  therefore,'  said  he,  '  when 
thou  art  come  to  Jerusalem,  send  for  the 
leading  men  among  them,  and  show  them  m\ 
body,  and  with  great  appearance  of  sincerity, 
give  them  leave  to  use  it  us  they  themsehci. 
please,  whether  they  will  dishonour  the  dead 
body  by  refusing  it  burial,  as  having  severel) 
suffered  by  my  means,  or  whether  in  their 
anger  they  will  offer  any  other  injury  to  that 
body.  Promise  them  also,  that  thou  wilt  do 
nothing  without  them  in  the  affairs  of  the 
kingdom.  If  thou  dost  but  say  tiis  to  them, 
I  shall  have  the  honour  of  a  more  glorious 

+  We  may  here  and  elsewhere  take  notice,  that  what- 
evtr  countries  or  cities  the  Asamoneaos  contjuered  Irum 
any  of  the  neiRhbourine  nations,  or  whatever  countrie* 
or  cities  they  pained  from  them  that  had  not  beloni;ed 
to  them  hefore,  they,  alter  the  days  of  Hyrcanus,  com- 
pelled the  inbabitantsto  leave  their  idolatry,  and  entirely 
to  receive  the  law  of  Moses,  as  proselytes  of  justice,  or 
else  banished  tbtm  into  other  lands.  That  eKCelleDt 
princr,John  Hyrcanus,did  it  to  the  IdumeanB,a8  I  have 
noted  on  ch  ix.  sect  1,  already,  who  lived  then  in  the 
[iroinised  land,  and  this  1  suppose  justly;  but  by  what 
rich!  lilt  rest  did  it,  even  to  the  countries  or  cities  that 
were  no  part  of  that  land,  1  do  not  at  all  know.  Thil 
looks  loo  like  unjust  persecution  for  religioa, 
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funeral  from  them  than  thou  couldst  have 
made  for  me:  and  when  it  is  in  their  power 
to  ahuse  my  dead  body,  they  will  do  it  no 
injury  at  all,  and  thou  wilt  rule  in  safety." 
So  \yhen  he  had  given  his  wife  this  advice, 
he  died, — after  he  had  reigned  twenty-seven 
years,  and  lived  fifty  years,  within  one. 


CHAPTER  XVL 

BOW  ALEXANDRA,  BY  GAINING  THE  GOOD- 
WILL or  THE  PHARISEES,  BETAISED  THE 
KINGDOM  NINE  TEARS,  AND  THEN,  HAVING 
DONE  MANY  GLORIOUS  ACTIONS,  DIED. 

§  1.  So  Alexandra,  when  she  had  taken  the 
fortress,  acted  as  her  husband  had  suggested 
to  her,  and  spake  to  the  Pharisees,  and  put 
all  things  into  their  power,  both  as  to  the  dead 
body  and  as  to  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom,  and 
thereby  pacified  their  anger  against  Alexan- 
der, and  made  them  bear  good- will  and  friend- 
ship to  him:  who  then  came  among  xhe  mul- 
titude, and  made  speeches  to  them,  and  laid 
before  them  the  actions  of  Alexander,  and 
told  them  that  they  had  lost  a  righteous  king; 
and  by  the  commendation  they  gave  him,  they 
brought  them  to  grieve,  and  to  be  in  heaviness 
for  him,  so  that  he  had.  a  fiineral  more  splen- 
did than  had  any  of  the  kings  hcfoie  him. 
Alexander  left  behind  him  two  sons,  Hyrca- 
nus  and  Aristobulus,  but  committed  the  king- 
dom to  Alexandra.  Kow,  as  to  these  two 
sons,  Hyrcanus  was  indeed  unable  to  manage 
public  ajiairs,  and  delighted  rather  in  a  quiet 
life;  but  the  younger,  Aristobulus,  was  an 
active  and  a  bold  man;  and  for  this  woman 

•  It  tetwt.  bjr  tkis  dyinj  adricr  of  Ali-iandfr  Jan- 
■eus  to  tiiB  wile,  that  be  bad  tiimself  pursued  the  mea- 
sures of  bis  father  Hyrcanus.  aud  taken  part  with  the 
Sadilucees,  who  kept  close  to  the  written  law  airainst  the 
rbart9e«s,  vho  bad  iotruduced  their  own  Iraditiuns,  ch. 
xji  sect. 2;  and  that  he  now  saw  a  political  neces^itj 
of  submitting  to  the  Pharisees,  and  their  lraciilioii5  here. 
after,  if  bis  widow  and  family  minded  to  retain  their  mo- 
"^"^  k"*'  SO'^rnment  or  tt  ranny  orer  the  J  ewish  nation : 
which  sect  yet,  thus  supported,  were  at  last  in  a  great 
measure  the  r^in  of  therelijion,  Rovemment.  and  nation 
of  the  Jews,  and  brought  them  into  so  wicked  a  stale, 
that  the  vengeuice  of  God  cameup<in  Ibem  to  their  utter 
excision.  Jost  thus  did  Caiaphas  politically  advi.e  Ihe 
Je%vi5h  sanhedrim,  John  li.  jO.  "that  it  was  expedient 
for  them  that  one  man  should  die  for  the  people,  and  that 
llw  whole  nation  pensh  not;"  and  this  in  con.'iequence  of 
Iheir  own  political  sopposal.  ver.  «*,  that.  -  If  they  let 
JfsDs  aknie."  with  his  miracles,  ■•all  men  would  bel-eve 

00  bmi ;  and  Ibe  Romans  would  come  and  take  away  both 
tbcir  place  and  nalim,  "  Which  political  cninlijion  <,f 
Jesus  01  Naiaretli  brought  down  Ihe  venteance  of  (iod 
opon  them,  and  occasiored  those  rery  Romans,  of  whom 
Jbey  seemed  so  much  afraid,  that  to  prevent  it  Ihev  ptii 
bim  to  death, actually  to  "come  .ind  take  away  holh'thcir 
flact  and  nation,"  within  Thirty-eight  jears  afterwards 

1  heartily  wish  the  politicians  of  Chnstendim  would 
consider  those  and  the  like  examples,  and  no  lonser  <a. 
CTioce  all  virtue  and  religion  to  Iheir  pernicious  schemes 
01  government,  to  the  hrinciogdonn  the  jiidgmints  or 
tiod  upon  themselves,  and  the  several  nations  intnistrd 
to  their  care.  But  this  is  a  digression :  1  wish  it  were  an 
tmsrasonable  on^  also.  Josepbus  bimsrif  several  limes 
EiaLeisuehdiiTessions:  and  I  here  venlure  to  follow  him. 
See  ot-e  of  tbeai  at  the  cooctosioa  of  the  very  next  chap- 


herself,  Alexandra,  she  was  loved  by  the  mol- 
titude,  because  she  seemed  displeased  at  the 
offences  her  husband  had  been  puiltv  of. 

2.   So  she  made  Hyrcanus  high-priest  be- 
cause he  was  the  elder,  but  much  more  be- 
cause he  cared  not  to  meddle  with  politics, 
and  permitted  the  Pharisees  to  do  every  thing; 
to  whom  also  she  ordered  the  multitude  to  be 
obedient.    She  also  restored  again  those  prac- 
tices which  the  Pharisees  had  introduced,  ao^. 
cording  to  the  traditions  of  their  forefathers, 
and  which  her  father-in-law,  Hyrcanus,  had 
abrogated.     So  she  had  indeed  the  name  of 
the  Regent;  but  the  Pharisees  had  the  au- 
thority; for  it  was  they  who  restored  such  as 
had  been  banished,  and  set  such  as  were  pri- 
soners at  liberty,  and  to  say  all  at  once,  they 
differed  in  nothing  from  lords.    However,  the 
queen  also  took  care  of  the  affairs  of  the  king- 
dom, and  got  together  a  great  body  of  merce- 
nary soldiers,  and  increased  her  own  army  to 
such  a  degree,  that  she  became  terrible  to  the 
neighbouring   tyrants,  and  took  hostages  ol 
them:  and  the  country  «tis  entirely  at  peace, 
excepting  the  Pharisees;  for  they  disturbed 
the  queen,  and  desired  that  she  would  kill 
those  who  persuaded  Alexander  to  slay  the 
eight  hundred  men;  after  which  they  cut  the 
throat  of  one  of  them,  Diogenes:  and  after 
him  they  did  the  same  to  several,  one  after  an- 
other, till  the  men  that  were  the  most  potent 
came  into  the  palace,  and  Aristobulus  with 
them,  for  he  seemed  to  be  displeased  at  what 
was  done;  and  it  appeared  openly  that,  if  he 
hod  an  opportunity,  he  would  not  permit  his 
mother  to  go  on  so.     These  put  the  queen  in 
mind    what    great    dangers    they    had    gone 
through,  and   great   things   they    had   done, 
whereby   they   had    demonstrated   the  firm- 
ness of  their  fidelity  to  their  master,  inso- 
much  that   they  had    received   the   greates-t 
marks  of  fevour  from  him ;  and  they  besged 
of  her,  that  she  would  rot  utterly  blast  their 
hopes,  as  it  now  happened,   that  when  they 
had  escaped  the  hazards  that  arose  from  their 
[open]  enemies,   they  were  to  be  cut  off  at 
home,  by  their  [private]  enemies,  like  brute 
beasJs,  without  any  help  whatsoever.     Thev 
said  also,  that  if  their  adversaries  would  be 
satisfied  with  those  that  had  been  slain  alreadv, 
they  would  take  what  had  been  done  patiently] 
on  account  of  their  natural  love  to  their  go- 
vernors; but  if  they  must  expect  the  same  for 
the  future  also,  they  implored  of  her  a  dis- 
rnission  from  her  service;  for  thev  could  not 
bear  to  think  of  attempting  any  method  for 
their  deliverance  without  her,  but  would  rather 
die  willingly  before  the  palace-gate,  io  case 
she  would  not  forgive  them.     And  that  ;t  «as 
a  great  shame,  both  for  themselves  and  for  the 
queen,  that  when  they  were  neglected  h\  her, 
they  should  come  under  the  lash  of  her  hu5^ 
band's  enemies;  for  that  Aretas,  the  Arabian 
king,  and  the   monarchs,  would  give  anv  re- 
ward, if  they  could  get  such  men  u  foreics 
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auxiliaries,  to  whom  their  very  najnes,  before  | 
their  voices  be  heard,  may  perhaps  be  terrible; 
but  if  they  could  not  obtain  this  their  second 
request,  and  if  she  had  determined  to  prefer 
the  Pharisees  before  them,  they  still  insisted 
that  she  would  place  them  every  one  in  her 
fortresses;  for  if  some  fatal  demon  hath  a 
constant  spite  against  Alexander's  house,  they 
would  be  willing  to  bear  their  part,  and  to  live 
in  a  private  station  there. 

3.  As  these  men  said  thus,  and  called  upon 
Alexander's  ghost  for  commiseration  of  tho<e 
already  slain,  and  those  in  danger  of  it,  all 
the  by-standers  brake  out  into  tears;  but 
Aristobulus  chiefly  made  manifest  what  were 
bis  sentiments,  and  "used  many  reproachful 
expressions  to  his  mother   [saying],   **  Nay, 

•indeed,  the  case  is  this,  that  they  have  been 
thenwelves  the  authors  of  their  own  calamities, 
who  have  permitted  a  woman  who,  against 
reason,  was  mad  with  ambition,  to  reign  over 
them,  when  there  were  sons  in  the  flower  of 
their  age  fitter  for  it."  So  Alexandra  not 
knowing  what  to  do  with  any  decency,  com- 
mitted the  fortresses  to  thcTn,  all  but  llyrcik- 
nia  ami  Alexandrium,  and  Macherns,  where 
her  principal  treasures  were.  After  a  little 
while  also,  she  sent  her  son  Aristolmlus  with 
an  army  to  Damascus  against  Ptolemv,  wlio 
was  called  Menneus,  who  was  such  a  bad 
neighbour  to  the  city ;  hut  he  did  nothing 
considerable  there,  and  so  returned  home. 

4.  About  this  time  news  was  brought  that 
Tigranes,  the  king  of  Armenia,  had  made  an 
irruption  into  Syria  with  five  hundred  thou- 
sand soldiers,'  and  was  coming  against  Judea. 
This  news,  as  may  well  be  supposed,  terrified 
the  ipieen  and  the  nation.  Accordingly  they 
sent  him  many  and  very  valuable  presents,  as 
also  ambassadors,  aiul  that  as  he  was  besieging 
Ptolemais ;  for  Selene  the  queen,  the  same 
that  was  also  called  Cleopatra,  ruled  then 
over  Stria,  who  had  persuaded  the  inhabitants 
to  exclude  Tigranes.  So  the  Jewish  ambas- 
sadors interceded  with  hiin,  anil  entreated  him 
that  he  would  determine  nothing  that  was  se- 
vere about  their  queen  or  nation.  He  com- 
mended them  for  the  respects  they  paid  him 
at  S.O  great  a  distance:  and  gave  them  good 
hopes  of  his  favour.  But  as  soon  as  Ptolc- 
mais  was  taken,  news  came  to  Tigranes,  that 
Lucullus,  in  his  pursuit  of  Mithridates,  could 
not  light  upon  him,  who  was  fled  into  Iberia, 
but  was  laying  waste  Armenia  and  besieging 
its  cities.  Now,  when  Tigranes  knew  this, 
he  returned  home. 

J.  Alfer  this,  when  the  queen  was  fallen 
into  a  dangerous  distemper,  Aristobulus  re- 

•  Theiinmher  of  five  tiutidred  lliousanci,  or  even  three 
bandred  Ihnusand.  as  one  (ireek  copy,  witti  the  Latin 
copies,  have  il,  lor  TieraiifS's  array,  that  came  out  of 
Armenia  into  Syria  and  Ju'te.-i,  seems  much  too  large. — 
W>  have  had  already  several  such  extravagant  tiura- 
fcert  in  Jo<«[ihiis*s  present  copies,  which  are  not  to  be 
at   I  '   aj-nlie.l  ,i.„.       ,   .    .        ,.j,  1   incline  to    Ur. 

Hii'Unn'  f  .  .i,n  tiete,  Ahiili  S''[j[08e»  them  hut 
jbrty  lUuusaud. 


solved  to  attempt  the  seizin)^  of  the  govern> 
inent ;  so  he  stole  away  secretly  by  night, 
with  only  one  of  his  S(?r\'ants,  and  went  to 
the  fortresses,  wherein  his  friends,  that  were 
such  from  the  days  of  his  father,  were  sett  led; 
for  as  he  had  been  a  great  while  displeased  at 
his  mother's  conduct,  so  he  was  now  much 
more  afraid,  lest,  upon  her  death,  their  whole 
family  shoidd  be  under  the  power  of  the  Phi- 
risecs  ;  for  he  saw  the  inability  of  his  hrotber, 
who  was  to  succeed  in  the  government :  nor 
was  any  otie  consciotis  of  what  he  was  doing 
i)ut  only  his  wife,  whom  he  left  at  Jerusalem 
with  their  children.  He  first  of  all  came  to 
Agaba,  whcra  was  Galestes,  one  of  the  potent 
men  before  mentioned,  and  was  received  by 
him.  When  it  was  day  the  queen  perceived 
that  Aristobulus  was  fled;  and  for  some  time 
she  supposed  that  his  departure  was  not  in 
order  to  make  any  innovation ;  but  when 
messengers  came  one  after  another  with  the 
news  that  he  had  secured  the  first  place,  the 
second  place,  and  all  the  places,  for  as  soon 
as  one  had  begun,  they  all  submitted  to  his 
disposal,  then  it  was  that  the  queen  and  the 
nation  were  in  the  greatest  disorder,  for  thcv 
were  aware  that  it  would  not  he  long  ere 
Aristobulus  would  be  able  to  settle  himself 
finrily  in  the  government.  What  they  were 
principally  afraid  of  was  this,  that  he  would 
inflict  punishment  upon  them  for  the  mad 
treatment  his  house  had  had  from  Ihcm;  so 
they  resolved  to  take  his  wife  and  children 
into  custody,  and  keep  them  in  the  fortress 
that  was  over  the  temple. f  Now  there  was 
a  mighty  conflux  of  people  that  came  to 
.\ristobuUis  from  all  parts,  insomuch  that  he 
had  a  kind  of  royal  attendants  about  him; 
for  in  a  little  more  than  fifteen  days,  he  got 
twenty-two  strong  places,  wliidi  gave  him 
the  opportunity  of  raising  an  army  from  l,i- 
banns  and  Trachonitis,  and  the  monarchs; 
for  men  are  easily  led  by  the  greater  number, 
and  easily  submit  to  them.  And  besides  this, 
that  by  affording  him  their  assistance  when 
he  could  not  expect  it,  they,  as  well  as  he, 
should  have  the  advantages  that  would  come 
by  his  being  king,  because  they  had  been  the 
occasion  of  his  gaining  the  kingdom.  Novv 
the  elders  of  the  Jews,  and  llyrcanus  with 
them,  went  in  unto  the  queen,  and  desired 
that  she  would  give  them  her  sentiments  about 
the  present  posture  of  affairs,  for  that  .\risto- 
bulus  was  iir  effect  lord  of  almost  all  the 
kingdom,  by  possessing  of  so  many  strong 
holds,  and  that  it  was  .absurd  for  them  to  take 
any  counsel  by  tbeinselves,  how  ill  soever  she 
were,  whilst  she  was  alive,  and  that  the  dan- 
ger  would  be  upon  them  in  no  long  time . 

But  she  bade  them  do  what  they  thought 

*  This  fortress,  castle,  citadel,  or  tower,  wliither  the 
u-ife  and  children  of  Aristohulns  were  now  sent,  and 
uhich  overliinked  the  teinp'e.  could  he  no  other  than 
what  Hyrcanus  I.  built  {Autiq.  b.  xviii.  ch.  rr.  sect  '<i] 
and  Ilcr>K)  the  Great  rehr-ill.  and  called  tbe  **  Tower  bt 
Aotouia."  AnUq.  h.  xv.  cli   xi.  seCL  ^ 

2  A 


370 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS. 


BOOK  XIV. 


proper  to  "be  done :  that  tbey  had  many  circum- 
staiices  in  their  favour  still  remaining;  a  na- 
tion in  good  heart,  an  army,  and  money  in  their 
several  treai^uries;  for  that  she  had  small  con- 
cern about  public  affairs  now,  when  the  strength 
of  her  body  already  failed  her. 

G.  Now  a  little  while  after  she  had  said 
this  to  them,  she  died,  when  she  had  reigned 
nine  years,  and  had  in  all  lived  seventy-three. 
A  woman  she  was  who  showed  no  signs  of  the 
wiakuess  of  her  sex,  for  she  was  sagacious  to 
the  greatest  degree  in  her  ambition  of  govern- 
ing, and  demonstrated  by  her  doings  at  once, 
that  her  mind  vras  lit  for  action,  and  that 
SDmetimes  men  themselves  show  the  little 
understanding  they  have  by  the  frequent  mis- 
tilics  they  make  in  point  of  government;  for 
she  always  preferred  the  present  to  futurity, 
and  preferred  the  power  of  an  imperious  do- 
tuiuioo  above  all  things,  and  in  comparison  of 


that,  had  no  regard  to  what  was  good  or  what 
was  right.  However,  she  brought  the  affairs 
of  her  house  to  such  an  unfortunate  condition, 
that  she  was  the  occasion  of  the  taking  away 
that  authority  from  it,  and  that  in  no  long  time 
afterward,  which  she  had  obtained  by  a  vast 
number  of  hazards  and  misfortunes,  and  this 
out  of  a  de?ire  of  what  does  not  belong  to  a 
woman,  and  all  by  a  compliance  in  her  senti- 
ments with  those  that  bare  ill-will  to  their 
family,  and  by  leaving  the  administration  des- 
titute of  a  proper  support  of  great  men;  and 
indeed,  her  management  during  her  adminis- 
tration, while  she  was  alive,  was  such  as  filled 
the  palace  after  her  death  with  calamities  and 
disturbance.  However,  although  this  had 
been  her  way  of  governing,  she  preserved  the 
nation  in  peace: — and  this  is  the  conclusion 
of  the  affairs  of  Alexandra. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

TUF  WAR  BETWEEN  ABISTOBULDS  AND  HYR- 
CANUS  ABOUT  THE  KINGDOM;  AND  HOW 
THEV  MADE  AN  AGREEMENT  THAT  ARIS- 
TilBULUS  SHOULD  BE  KING,  AND  HYHCANUS 
LIVE  A  PRIVATE  LIFE:  A3  ALSO  HOW  HVR- 
CANUS,  A  LITTLE  AFTERWARDS,  WAS  PER- 
SUADED BY  ANTIPATEE  TO  FLY  TO  ARETAS. 

§  1.  We  have  related  the  affairs  of  queen 
.\lcxandra,  and  her  death  in  the  foregoing 
lidiik,  and  will  now  speak  of  what  followed, 
itiid  was  connected  with  those  histories;  de- 
claring, before  we  proceed,  that  we  have  no- 
thing so  much  at  heart  as  this,  that  we  may 
iniit  no  facts  either  through  ignorance  or  la- 
ziness;' for  we  are  upon  the  history  and  ex- 
plication of  such  things  as  the  greatest  part 
are  unacquainted  withal,  because  of  their  dis- 
tance from  our  times;   and  we  aim  to  do  it 

•  Reland  takes  notice  here,  very  jiisll>,  how  Jose- 
pltus'^  declaration,  that  it  was  his  creut  rnncem  notonly 
to  write  •*  an  agreeable,  an  accurate,"  and  "  a  true'*  his- 
tory, but  also  distinctly;  "not  to  omit  any  thioff"  fof 
consi-quenre].  either  througb  "  icnoranr e  or  laziness." 
inii>lie8  that  he  could  not,  ronsisif  oily  Willi  that  resolu- 
tion, omit  the  meution  of  [so  I'ainous  a  person  asj 
**  Jesus  Chri^L** 


with  a  proper  beauty  of  style,  so  far  as  that  Is 
derived  from  proper  words  harmonically  dis- 
posed, and  from  such  ornaments  of  speech  also 
as  may  contribute  to  the  pleasure  of  our  read- 
ers, that  they  may  entertain  the  knowledge  of 
what  we  write  with  some  agreeable  satisfac- 
tion and  pleasure.  But  the  principal  scope 
that  authors  ought  to  aim  at,  above  all  the 
rest,  is  to  speak  accurately,  and  to  speak  truly, 
for  the  satisfaction  of  those  that  are  other- 
wise unacquainted  with  such  transactions,  and 
obliged  to  believe  what  these  writers  inform 
them  of. 

2.  Hyrcanns  then  began  bis  high-priest- 
hood on  the  third  year  of  the  hundred  and 
seventy-seventh  olympiad,  when  Quintus  Hor- 
tensiiis  and  Quintus  Metellus,  who  was  called 
Metellus  of  Crete,  were  consuls  at  Rome; 
when  presently  Aristobulus  began  to  make 
war  against  him,  and  as  it  came  to  a  battle  with 
Hyrcanus  at  Jericho,  many  of  his  soldiers  de- 
serted bim  and  went  over  to  his  brother:  upon 
which  Hyrcanus  fled  into  the  citadel,  where 
Aristobulus's  wife  and  children  were  impri- 
soned by  his  mother,  as  we  have  said  already, 
and  attacked  and  overcame  those  his  adver- 
saries that  bad  fled  thither,  and  lay  within  the 
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walls  of  the  temple.  So  when  he  had  sent  a 
message  to  his  brother  about  agreeing  the  mat- 
ters between  them,  he  laid  aside  his  enmity  to 
him  on  these  conditions,  that  Aristobulus 
should  be  kinp,  that  he  should  live  without 
intermeddling  with  public  affairs,  and  quietly 
enjoy  the  estate  he  had  acquired.  When  they 
bad  apreed  upon  these  terms  in  the  temple, 
and  hnd  confirmed  the  agreement  with  oaths, 
and  the  pivinp  one  another  their  right  hands, 
and  embracing  one  another  in  the  sight  of  the 
whole  multitude,  they  departed;  the  one 
Aristobulus,  to  the  palace,  and  Hyrcanus,  as 
a  private  man,  to  the  former  house  of  Aristo- 
bulus. 

3.  But  there  was  a  certain  friend  of  Hyr- 
canus, an  Idumean,  called  Antipater,  who 
wjis  \'ery  rich,  and  in  l.is  nature  an  active  and 
a  sct'itious  man;  who  was  at  enmity  with 
Aristobulus,  and  h:td  differences  with  him  on 
account  of  his  good-will  to  Hj  rcanus.  It  is 
true,  that  Nicolaus  of  Damascus  says,  that 
Antipater  was  of  the  stock  of  the  principal 
Jews  who  came  out  of  Babylon  into  Judea; 
but  that  assertion  of  his  was  to  gratify  Herod, 
who  was  his  >on,  and  who,  by  certain  revolu- 
tions of  fortune,  came  afterwards  to  be  king 
of  the  Jews,  whose  history  we  shall  give  you 
in  its  proper  place  hereafter.  However,  this 
Antipater  was  at  first  called  Antipas,*  and 
that  was  bis  father's  name  also;  of  whom 
Ihey  relate  this:  That  king  Alexander  and 
his  wife  made  him  general  of  all  Iduinea,  and 
that  he  made  a  league  of  friendship  with  those 
Arabians,  and  Gazites,  and  Ascalonites,  that 
were  of  his  own  part}',  and  had,  by  many  and 
large  presents,  made  them  his  fast  friends ; 
but  now  this  younger  Antipater  was  suspicious 
of  the  power  of  Aristobulus,  and  was  afraid 
of  some  mischief  he  might  do  him,  because  ol 
bis  hatred  to  him;  so  he  stirred  up  the  D)ost 
powerful  of  the  Jews,  and  talked  against  him 
to  them  privately;  and  said,  that  it  was  un- 
just to  overlook  the  conduct  of  Aristobulus, 
who  had  gotten  the  government  luirighteously, 
and  ejected  his  brother  out  of  it,  who  was 
the  elder,  and  ought  tq^retain  what  belonged 
to  him  by  prerogative  of  his  birth;  and  the 
same  speeches  he  perpetually  made  to  Hyrca- 
nus; and  told  him  that  his  own  life  would 
be  in  danger  unless  he  guarded  himself,  and 
got  quit  of  Aristobulus;  for  he  said  that  the 
friends  of  Aristobul'.'s  omitted  no  opportunity 
of  advising  him  to  kill  him,  as  being  then, 
and  not  before,  sure  to  retain  his  principality. 
H\ rcanus  gave  no  credit  to  these  words  of 
his,  as  being  of  a  gentle  disposition,  and  one 
that  did  not  easily  admit  of  calumnies  against 
other  men.  This  temper  of  his  not  disposing 
him  to  meddle  with  public  affairs,  and  want 

•  That  Ihe  famous  Artipaler's  orAntipas's  fallier  was 
aNo  Aiitipaler  tir  Antipas  iwliicti  two  may  justly  bee*. 
leeined  one  atiil  the  same  name;  tlie  ionner  with  a 
(ireek  or  Gentile,  the  tatter  with  a  IJebrew  or  Jenish 
tennination).  Ju^ephiis  here  assures  us,  though  £uM. 
bius  iLdced  s*)s  it  was  Herod.  I 


of  spirit,  occasioned  him  to  appear  to  specta- 
tors to  l>e  degenerate  and  unmanly;  while 
Aristobulus  was  of  a  contrary  temper,  an 
active  man,  and  one  of  a  great  and  generous 
soul. 

4.  Since  therefore  Antipater  saw  that  Hyr 
canus  did  not  attend  to  what  he  said,  be  never 
ceased,  day  by  day,  to  charge  feigned  crime 
upon  Aristobulus,  and  to  calumniate  him  be 
fore  him,  as  if  he  bad  a  mind  to  kill  him 
and  so.  by  urging  him  perpetually,  he  advised 
him,  and  persuaded  him  to  fly  to  Aretas.  the 
king  of  Arabia;  and  promised,  that  if  ho 
would  comply  with  his  advice,  he  would  also 
himself  assist  him  Tand  go  with  him].  AVhen 
Hyrcanus  heaid  thi»  Iv  said  that  it  was  for  his 
advantage  to  fly  away  to  Aretas.  Now  Arabia 
is  a  country  that  borders  upon  Jtidea.  How. 
ever,  Hyrcanus  sent  Atitipater  first  to  the  king 
of  Arabia,  in  order  to  receive  assurances  from 
him,  that  when  be  should  come  in  the  manner 
of  a  supplicant  to  him,  he  would  not  deliver 
bim  up  to  his  enemies.  So  Antipater  having 
received  such  assurances,  returned  to  Hyrca- 
nus to  Jerusalem.  A  while  afterwaril  he  took 
Hyrcanus,  and  stole  out  of  the  city  bv  night, 
and  went  a  great  journey,  and  came  and 
brough*.  him  to  the  city  called  Peira,  where 
the  palace  of  Aretas  was:  and  as  he  was  a 
very  familiar  friend  of  that  king,  he  persuaded 
him  to  bring  back  Hyrcanus  into  Judea; 
and  this  persuasion  he  continued  every  dav 
without  any  intermission.  He  also  proposed 
to  make  him  presents  on  that  account.  At 
length  he  prevailed  with  Aretas  in  his  suit. 
Moreover,  H) rcanus  promised  him,  that  when 
he  had  been  brought  thither,  and  had  received 
his  kingdom,  he  would  restore  that  coutitry, 
and  those  twelve  cities  which  his  father  Alex- 
ander had  taken  from  the  Arabians;  which 
were  these,  Xledaba,  Naballo,  l.ibyas,  Thara- 
basa,  Agala,  Athone,  Zoar,  Orone,  Marissa, 
Rudda,  Lussa,  and  Oruba. 


CHAPTER  II. 

HOW  ARETAS  AND  HYUCANl'S  MADE  AN  EX- 
PEOITION  AGAINST  ARISTOBl'LUS,  AND  BE- 
SIEGED JERUSALEM ;  AND  HOW  SCAURDS, 
THE  ROMAN  GENERAL,  RAISED  THE  flECE. 
CONCERNING  THE  DEATH  0?  ONIAS. 

§  1.  After  these  promises  had  been  given 
to  Aretas,  he  made  an  expedition  against  Aris- 
tobulus, with  an  army  of  fifty  thousand  horse 
and  foot,  and  beat  him  in  the  battle.  And 
when  after  that  victory  many  went  over  to 
Hyrcanus  as  deserters,  Aristobulus  was  left 
desolate,  and  fled  to  Jems  ilein;  upon  which 
the  kitig  of  Arabia  took  all  his  army  and  made 
ati  assault  tipon  the  temple,  and  besieged  Aris- 
tobulus therein,  the  people  still  supporting 
H\rcanu->,  and  assisting  him  iti  the  siege,  while 
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none  but  the  priests  continued  with  Aristobu- 
lus.  So  Aretas  united  the  forces  of  the  Ara- 
bians and  of  the  Jews  together,  and  pressed 
on  the  siege  vigorously.  As  this  happened  at 
the  time  when  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread 
was  celebrated,  which  we  call  the  Passover, 
the  principal  men  among  the  Je«s  left  the 
country,  and  fled  into  Egypt.  Kow  there 
was  one,  whose  name  was  Onias,  a  righteous 
man  he  was,  and  beloved  of  God,  who,  in  a 
certain  drought,  had  prayed  to  God  to  put  an 
end  to  the  intense  heat,  and  whose  prayers 
God  held  heard,  and  had  sent  them  rain.  This 
man  had  hid  himself,  because  he  saw  that  this 
sedition  would  last  a  great  while.  However, 
they  brought  him  to  the  Jewi>h  camp,  and  de- 
sired, that  as  by  his  prayers  he  hud  once  put 
an  end  to  the  drought,  so  he  would  in  like 
manner  make  imprecations  on  Aristohulus  and 
those  of  his  faction.  And  when,  upon  bis 
refusal,  and  the  excuses  that  he  made,  be  was 
still  by  the  multitude  compelled  to  speak,  he 
stood  up  in  the  midst  of  them,  and  said,  "  0 
God,  the  King  of  the  «hole  world  I  since 
those  that  stand  now  with  me  are  thy  people, 
and  those  that  are  besieged  are  alsotby  priests, 
I  beseech  thee,  that  thou  wilt  neither  hearken 
to  the  prayers  of  those  against  these,  nor  bring 
to  effect  what  these  pray  against  those." 
thereupon  such  wicked  Jews  as  stood  about 
him,  as  soon  as  he  bad  made  this  prayer, 
stoned  him  to  death. 

2.  But  God  punished  them  immediately 
for  this  their  barbarity,  and  took  vengeance  of 
Ihem  for  the  murder  of  Onia^,  in  the  manner 
following: — 'While  the  priests  and  Aristobu- 
lus  were  besieged,  it  happened  that  the  feast 
called  the  Passover  was  couie,  at  which  it  is 
our  custom  to  offer  a  great  number  of  sacri- 
fices to  God;  hut  those  that  were  with  Aris- 
tobulus  wanted  sacrifices,  and  desired  that 
their  countrymen  without  would  furni.-h  them 
with  such  sacrifices,  and  assured  them  they 
should  have  as  much  money  for  them  as 
they  should  desire;  and  when  they  required 
them  to  pay  a  thousand  drachmae  for  each 
bead  of  cattle,  Aristobulus  and  the  priests 
willingly  undertook  to  pay  for  them  accord- 
inf;ly;  and  those  within  let  down  the  money 
oitr  the  walls,  and  gave  it  them.  But  when 
the  others  had  received  it,  they  did  not  deliver 
the  sacrifices,  but  arrived  at  that  height  of 
wickedness  as  to  break  the  assurances  they  had 
given,  and  to  be  guilty  of  impiety  towards 
Gud,  by  not  furnishing  those  that  w  anted  ihem 
wiih  sacrifices.  And  when  the  priests  found 
they  had  been  cheated,  and  that  the  agree- 
ments they  had  made  were  violated,  they  pray- 
ed to  God  that  he  would  avenge  them  on  their 
countrymen.  Nor  did  be  delay  that  their 
punishment,  but  sent  a  strong  and  vehement 
storm  of  wind,  that  destroyed  the  fruits  of 
the  whole  country,  till  a  modus  of  wheat  was 
then  bought  for  eleven  (irachn.ae. 

3.   In  the  meantime  Pompey  sent  Scaurus 


into  Syria,  while  he  was  himself  in  Armenia, 
and  making  war  with  Tigranes;  but  when 
Scaurus  was  come  to  Damascus,  and  found 
that  LoUius  and'Wetellus  had  newly  taken 
the  city,  be  came  himself  hastily  into  Judea. 
And  when  he  was  come  thither,  amhassadors 
came  to  him,  both  from  Aristobulus  and  Hyr- 
canus,  and  both  desired  he  would  assist  them ; 
and  when  both  of  them  promised  to  give  him 
money,  Aristobtdus  four  hundred  talents,  and 
Hyrcanus  no  less,  he  accepted  of  Aristobii- 
lus's  promise,  for  he  was  rich,  and  had  a  great 
soul,  and  desired  to  obtain  nothing  but  what 
was  moderate;  whereas  the  other  was  poor 
and  tenacious,  and  made  incredible  promises 
in  hope  of  greater  advantages;  for  it  was  nut 
the  same  thing  to  take  a  city  that  was  exceed- 
ing strong  and  powerful,  as  it  was  to  eject 
out  of  the  country  some  fugitives,  with  a  great 
number  of  Nabateans,  who  were  no  very  war- 
like people.  He  therefore  made  an  agree- 
ment with  Aristobulus,  for  the  reason  before 
mentioned,  and  took  his  money,  and  raised 
the  siege,  and  ordered  Aretas  to  depart,  oi 
else  he  should  be  declared  an  enemy  to  the 
Romans.  So  Scaurus  returned  to  Damascus 
again;  and  Aristobulus,  with  a  great  army, 
made  war  with  Aretas  and  Hyrcanus,  and 
fought  them  at  a  place  called  Papyron,  aiic 
beat  them  in  the  battle,  and  slew  about  si» 
thousand  of  the  enemy,  with  whom  fell  Pba. 
lion  also,  the  brother  of  Antipater. 


CHAPTER  III. 

HOW  AKISTOBVLrS  AND  HVBCANCS  CAME  TO 
roMPF.V,  IN  OUDFR  TO  ARGUE  WHO  OUGHT 
TO  HAVE  THE  KINGDOM;  AND  HOW,  DPON 
THE  FLIGHT  OF  AnlSTOBULOS  TO  THE 
FORTRESS  AtFXANDRIUM,  POMPET  LED  HIS 
ABMV  AGAINST  HIM,  AND  ORDERED  HIM  TO 
DELIVER  l"P  THE  FOBTBESSESWHKEEOF  HE 
WAS  POSSESSED. 

§  1.  A  LITTLE  afterward  Pompey  came  to 
Damascus,  and  marched  over  Celesyria;  at 
which  time  there  came  ambassadors  to  him 
from  all  Syria,  and  Egypt,  and  out  of  Judea 
also,  for  Aristobulus  had  sent  him  a  great 
present,  which  was  a  golden  vine,*  of  the 
value  of  five  hundred  talents.  Now  Strabo 
of  Cappadocia  mentions  this  present  in  these 

•  Tills  '*  golden  vine."  or  "  garden."  seen  by  Straho 

at  Rome,  has  its  inscription  here  as  if  it  were  the  pill  of 
Ale:canJer.  the  latlier  of  Aristobulus.  and  not  of  Aris- 
tobulus himself,  to  whom  yet  Josephus  ascribes  it;  and 
in  order  to  prove  the  tnilh  of  tliat  part  of  his  history, 
introdurps  tliis  testimony  of  Sliabo:  so  that  the  iiid.- 
nary  copies  seem  lo  be  here  either  erff-neoos  or  defec- 
tive, and  the  original  reading  seems  to  have  been  either 
Aristiibiiliis.  instead  of  Al'-xander,  with  one  Greek  ci.py, 
or  else  "Aristobulus  the  son  of  Alexander,*  with  the 
latin  copies:  which  t.isl  seems  to  me  the  inost  pro- 
liable;  fur  as  to  Archbishop  tslier's  conjectures,  that 
Alexander  made  it.  and  Hledicated  it  lo  (->od  in  Ihe  tem- 

iile,  and  that  Ibrncc  Arislobiiltis  touk  it.  and  sent  it  to 
'oujpej,  tlicy  are  txitb  vci)   iupntbablc,  aud   no  way 
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words: — *'  There  came  also  an  erabassagc  out 
of  E^'vpt,  aii(i  a  crown  of  the  value  of  four 
thousand  pieces  of  gold;  and  out  of  Judea 
there  c;ime  another,  whether  you  call  itSLvine 
or  a  i/arden;  they  called  the  thing  Terpole, 
the  JDelight.  However,  we  ourselves  saw 
that  pre-ient  rcpoi^ited  at  Rome,  in  the  temple 
of  Jupiter  Capitoliims,  with  this  inscription: 
*  The  Gift  of  Alexander,  the  King  of  the 
Jews.'  \i  was  valued  at  five  hundred  talents; 
and  the  report  is,  that  Aristobulus,  the  gover- 
nor of  the  Jews,  sent  it." 

2.  In  a  little  time  afterward  canae  ambassa- 
dors again  to  him,  Antipater  from  Hyrcanus, 
and  Nicodemus  from  Aristobulus;  which  last 
also  accused  such  as  had  taken  bribes;  first 
G^hinius,  and  then  Scanrus, — the  one  three 
hundred  talents,  and  the  other  four  hundred; 
by  which  procedure  he  made  these  two  his 
enemies,  besides  those  be  bad  before;  and 
when  Pompey  had  ordered  those  that  batl 
controversies  one  with  another  to  come  to  him 
m  tlie  beginning  of  the  spring,  be  brought  Ms 
army  out  of  their  winter  (piartcrs,  and  oiarched 
into  the  country  of  Damascus;  and  as  he  went 
along  he  demolished  the  citadel  that  was  at 
Apamca,  which  Antiochus  Cyzicenus  had 
built,  and  took  cognizance  of  the  country  of 
Ptolemy  Menneus,  a  wifked  man,  and  not 
less  BO  than  Dionysius  of  Tripoli,  who  had 
been  beheaded,  who  was  also  his  relation  by 
Uiurrirtge;  yet  did  he  buy  otf  the  punishment 
of  his  crimes  for  a  thousand  talents,  with 
which  money  Pompey  paid  the  soldiers  their 
wages.  He  also  conquered  the  place  called 
Lysias,  of  which  Silas  a  Jew  was  tyrant; 
end  when  he  had  passed  over  the  cities  of 
Heliopolis  and  Chalcis.  and  got  over  the 
mountain  which  is  on  the  limit  of  Celesyria, 
he  came  from  Pella  to  Damascus;  and  there 
it  was  that  he  beard  the  causes  of  the  Jews» 
and  of  their  governors  Hyrcanus  and  Aristo- 
bulus, who  were  at  ditference  one  with  an- 
other, as  also  of  the  nation  against  them  both, 
which  did  not  desire  to  be  under  kingly  go- 
vernment, because  the  form  of  government 
they  received  from  their  forcfitbers  was  that 
of  subjection  to  the  priests  of  that  God  whom 
they  worshipped;  and  [they  complained]  that 
though  these  two  were  the  posterity  of 
priests,  yet  did  they  seek  to  change  the  go- 
vernment of  their  nation  to  another  form,  in 
order  to  enslave  them.  Hyrcanus  complained, 
tbut  although  he  were  the  elder  brother,  he 
was  deprived  of  the  prerogative  of  his  birth 
by  Aristobulus,  and  that  be  bad  but  a  small 
part  of  the  country  under  him,  Aristobulus 
having  taken  away  the  rest  from  him  by  force. 
He  also  accused  him,  that  the  incursions 
which  had  been  made  into  their  neighbours* 


BKKcable  to  Josephus,  who  would  hardly  hare  avoided 
the  recordini;  botli  thise  uncomiODn  points  uf  history, 
had  he  known  any  thine  of  tht- ni :  nor  would  either  tlie 
Ji  Wish  nation,  or  even  Pompey  himself,  Ihen  hAve  re- 
lulicd  tuch  a  Bagrant  iuituace  uf  saciilega 


countries,  and  the  piracies  that  had  been  at 
sea,  were  owing  to  him  ;  and  that  the  nation 
would  not  have  revolted,  unless  Aristobulu* 
had  been  a  man  given  to  violence  and  disor- 
der; and  there  were  no  fewer  than  a  thousand 
Jews,  of  the  best  esteem  among  them,  who 
contirmcd  this  accusation  ;  which  confirma- 
tion was  procured  by  Antipater;  but  Aristo- 
bulus alleged  against  him,  that  it  was  Hyr- 
canus's  own  temper  which  was  inactive,  and 
on  that  account  contemptible,  which  caused 
him  to  be  deprived  of  the  government;  and 
that  f(<r  himself  be  was  necessitated  to  take  it 
upon  him,  for  fear  lest  it  should  be  transfer- 
red to  others;  and  that  as  to  his  title  [of 
king],  it  was  no  other  than  what  his  father 
had  taken  [before  him].  He  also  called  for 
witnesses  of  what  he  said,  some  persons  who 
were  both  young  and  insolent;  whose  purple 
garments,  fine  heads  of  hair,  and  other  orna- 
tnents,  were  detested  [by  the  court],  and 
which  they  appeared  in,  not  as  though  they 
were  to  plead  their  cause  in  a  court  of  justice, 
but  as  if  they  were  marching  in  a  pompous 
procession. 

3.  When  Pompey  had  heard  the  causes  of 
these  (wo,  and  bad  condemned  Aristobulus 
for  his  violent  procedure,  be  tfeen  spake  civilly 
to  them,  and  sent  them  away;  and  told  them, 
tiiat  when  he  came  again  into  their  country  be 
would  settle  all  their  atfairs,  after  be  had  first 
taken  a  view  of  the  atfairs  of  the  Nabateans. 
In  the  mean  time  he  ordered  them  to  be 
quiet ;  and  treated  Aristobulus  civilly,  lest  hi: 
should  make  the  nation  revolt,  and  binder  his 
return;  which  yet  Aristobulus  did;  for  with- 
out expecting  any  farther  determination,  which 
Pompey  had  promised  them,  he  went  to  the 
city  Debus,  anil  thence  marched  into  Judea. 

4.  At  this  behaviour  Pompey  was  angry  ; 
and  taking  with  him  that  army  which  he  was 
leading  against  the  Nabateatis,  and  the  auxiU- 
aries  that  came  from  Damascus,  and  the  other 
parts  of  Syria,  with  the  other  Roman  legions 
which  be  had  with  him,  he  made  an  expedition 
against  Aristobulus ;  but  as  be  passed  by  Pella 
and  Scythopolis,  be  came  to  Corete,  which  is 
the  first  entrance  into  Judea  when  one  passes 
over  the  midland  countries,  where  he  came  to  a 
most  beautiful  fortressthatwas  built  on  thetop 
of  a  mountain  called  Alexandrium,  whither 
Aristobulus  bad  fled;  and  thence  Pompey  sent 
his  commands  to  him,  that  he  should  come  to 
liim.  Accordingly,  at  the  persuasions  of  many 
that  he  would  not  make  war  with  the  Romans, 
be  came  down ;  and  when  he  had  disputed  with 
his  brother  about  the  right  to  the  government, 
hewent  upagain  to  the  citadel,  as  Pompey  gave 
him  leave  to  do ;  and  this  he  did  two  or  three 
times,  as  tJattering  himself  with  the  hopes  of 
having  the  kingdom  granted  him;  so  that  he 
still  pretended  he  would  obey  Pompey  in  what- 
soever he  commanded,  although  at  the  same 
time  be  retired  to  his  fortress,  that  be  might  not 
depress  bim&elf  too  low,  ani^  that  be  might  be 
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prepared  for  a  war,  in  case  it  sliouid  prove  as 
he  feared,  tbat  Poinpey  would  transfer  the 
government  to  Hyrcanus:  but  when  Ponipe) 
enjoined  Aristobulus  to  deliver  up  the  for- 
tresses he  held,  and  to  send  an  injunction  to 
their  governors  under  his  own  hand  for  that 
purpose,  for  they  had  been  forbidden  to  de- 
liver them  up  upon  any  other  commands,  he 
submitted  indeed  to  do  so;  but  still  he  retired 
in  displeasure  to  Jerusalem,  and  made  pre- 
paration for  war.  A  little  after  this,  certain 
persons  came  out  of  Pontus,  and  informed 
Poro[)ey,  as  he  was  on  the  way,  and  conduct- 
ing his  army  against  Aristobulus,  that  Mith- 
ridates  was  dead,  and  was  slain  by  his  son 
Pbarnaces. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

HOW  POMPET,  WHEN  THE  CITIZEN'S  OF  JERU- 
SALEM SHUT  THEIll  GATES  AGAINST  HIM, 
BESIEGED  THE  CITY,  AND  TOOK  IT  BY 
FORCE;  AS  ALSO  WHAT  OTHEU  THINGS  HE 
DID  IN  JUDEA. 

§  1.  Now  when  Pompey  had  pitched  his 
camp  at  Jericho  (where  the  palm-tree  grows,' 
and  that  balsam  which  is  an  ointment  of  all 
the  most  precious,  which  upon  any  incision 
made  in  tlie  wood  with  a  sharp  stone,  distils 
out  thence  like  a  juice),  he  marched  in  the 
morning  to  Jerusalem.  Hereupon  Aristo- 
bulus repented  of  what  he  was  do'np,  and 
came  to  Pompey,  and  [promised  to]  give  him 
money,  and  received  him  into  Jerusalem,  and 
desired  that  he  would  leave  off  the  war,  and 
do  what  he  pleased  peaceably.  So  Pompey, 
upon  his  entreaty,  forgave  him,  and  sent  Ga- 
binius,  and  soldiers  with  him,  to  receive  the 
money  and  the  city;  yet  was  no  part  of  this 
performed;  but  Gahiniiis  came  back,  being 
both  excluded  out  of  the  city,  and  receiving 
none  of  the  money  promised,  because  Aristo- 
bulns's  soldiers  would  not  permit  the  agree- 
ments to  be  executed.  At  this  Pompey  «as 
very  angry,  and  put  Aristobulus  into  prison, 
mid  came  himself  to  the  city,  which  was 
strong  on  every  side,  excepting  the  north, 
which  was  not  so  well  fortified,  for  there  was 
s  bread  and  deep  ditch,  that  encompassed  the 
city,f  and   included    within  it    the   temple, 

•  niiese  express  testimoDies  of  Josephus  here,  and 
Antiq.  b  \iii.  cb.  vL  sect  G,  and  b.  xv.  ch.  iv.  sect.  2, 
Iha!  Ilie  only  balsam  irardecs.  and  the  best  palm-trees. 
were,  at  least  in  bis  dj\s.nfar  Jericho  and  Engaddi.  about 
the  north  part  of  the  Dead  Sea  (whereabout  also  Alex- 
ander the  Great  saw  the  balsam  drop),  show  the  mistake 
of  those  that  understand  tusebius  and  Jerom,  as  if  one 
of  those  gardens  were  at  the  south  part  of  that  sea.  at 
Zoar  or  Segor,  whereas  they  must  either  mean  another 
Zoar  or  Segor.  which  was  between  -lertcho  and  Entaddi. 
agreeably  to  Josephos,  which  yet  thev  do  not  appear  to 
do;  or  else  the)  directly  contradict  Joaeplius,  and  were 
therein  greatly  mistaken;  1  mean  this,  unle.-s  that  bal- 
sain,  and  the  best  palm-trees,  etrw  much  more  south- 
ward in  Judea  in  the  days  ot  l-usebiusand  Jerrpi  than 
the)  dht  in  the  days  (if  Jus.  phus. 

+  The  particular  depth  and  hreail;li  of  this  ditch. 
vtence  the  stones  for  the  wall  atjout  tbe  temple  vere 


which  was  itself  encompassed  about  with  • 
very  strong  stone  wall. 

2.  Now  there  was  a  sedition  of  the  men 
that  were  within  the  city,  who  did  not  agree 
what  was  to  be  done  in  their  present  circum- 
stances, while  some  thought  it  best  to  deliver 
up  the  city  to  Pompey ;  but  Aristobulus's 
party  exhorted  them  to  shut  the  gates,  be- 
cause he  was  kept  in  prison.  Now  these 
prevented  the  others,  and  seized  upon  the 
temple,  and  cut  off  the  bridge  which  reached 
from  it  to  the  city,  and  prepared  themselves 
to  abide  a  siege;  but  the  others  admitted 
Pompey's  army  in,  and  delivered  up  both  the 
city  and  the  king's  palace  to  him.  So  Pom- 
pey sent  his  lieutenant  Piso  with  an  army, 
and  placed  garrisons  both  in  the  city  and  in 
the  palace,  to  secure  them,  and  fortified  the 
houses  that  joined  to  the  temple,  and  all 
those  which  were  more  distant  antl  without  it. 
And  in  the  first  place,  he  offered  terms  of  ac- 
commodation to  those  that  were  within;  but 
when  they  would  not  comply  with  what  was 
desired,  he  encompassed  all  the  places  there- 
about with  a  wall,  wherein  Hyrcanus  did 
gladly  assist  him  on  all  occasions;  but  Pom- 
pey pitched  his  camp  within  [the  wall],  on 
the  north  part  of  the  temple,  where  it  was 
most  practicable;  but  even  on  that  side  there 
were  great  towers,  and  a  ditcb  had  been  dtig, 
and  a  deep  valley  begirt  it  round  about,  for 
on  the  parts  towards  the  city  were  precipices, 
and  the  bridge  on  which  Pompey  had  gotten 
in  was  broketi  down.  However,  a  bank  was 
raised,  day  by  day,  with  a  great  deal  of  la- 
bo^ll^  while  the  Romans  cut  down  materials 
for  it  from  the  places  round  about;  and  when 
this  bank  was  sufficiently  raised,  and  the  ditch 
filled  up,  though  but  poorly,  by  reason  ot  its 
immense  depth,  he  brought  his  mechanical 
engines  and  battering-rams  from  Tyre,  and 
placing  them  on  the  bank,  he  battered  the 
temple  with  the  stones  that  were  thrown 
against  it;  and  had  it  not  been  our  practice, 
from  the  days  of  our  forefathers,  to  rest  on 
the  seventh  day.  this  bank  could  never  have 
been  perfetrted.  by  reason  of  the  opposition 
the  Jews  would  have  made;  for  though  our 
law  gives  us  leave  then  to  defend  ourselves 
against  those  that  begin  to  fight  with  us  and 
assault  us,  yet  does  it  not  permit  us  to  meddle 
with  our  enemies  while  they  do  any  thing  else. 
3.  Which  thing  when  the  Romans  under- 
stood, on  those  days  which  we  call  Sabbaths, 
they  threw  nothing  at  the  Jews,  nor  came  to 
any  pitched  battle  with  them,  but  raised  up 
their  earthen  bunks,  and  brought  their  engine* 
into  such  forwardness,  that  they  might  do 

probably  taken,  are  oisitted  in  onr  copies  rf  Josephns, 
but  set  down  by  Strabo.  b.  xvi.  p.  7C3;  from  whom  we 
leam  that  this  ditch  was  sixty  feet  deep,  and  two  hun- 
dretl  an.)  fifty  feet  broad.  However,  its  depth  is.  in  the 
next  section,  said  h\  JosepVus  to  be  immense, which  ex» 
actly  agrees  to  ."^trabo's  description,  and  which  numben 
•j\  Stmt>o  are  a  sTruoe  coclinnation  of  the  truth  of  Joso 
plus's  uesi-riprien  »'s«h 
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execution  the  next  days;  and  any  one  may 
liciice  learn  how  very  great  piety  we  exercise 
towards  God.  and  the  observance  of  bis  laws, 
bIdi-u  the  priests  were  not  at  all  hindered  from 
their  sacred  ministrations,  by  their  fear  du- 
ring  this  siege,  but  did  still  twice  each  day,  in 
the  morning  and  about  the  ninth  hour,  offer 
their  sacri6ces  on  the  altar;  nor  did  they 
omit  those  sacrifices,  if  any  melancholy  acci- 
dent happened,  by  the  stones  that  were  thrown 
among  them;  for  although  the  city  was  taken 
on  the  third  month,  on  the  day  of  the  fast,* 
upiiu  the  hundred  and  seventy-ninth  olympiad, 
v.ben  Caius  Antonius  and  Marcus  TuUius 
Cicero  were  consuls,  and  the  enemy  then  fell 
upon  tbem,  and  cut  the  throats  of  those  that 
«cre  in  the  temple,  yet  could  not  those  that  of- 
fertii  the  sacriticcs  be  compelled  to  run  away, 
neither  by  the  fear  they  were  in  of  their  own 
lives,  nor  by  the  number  that  were  already 
slain,  OS  thinking  it  better  to  suffer  whatever 
came  upon  them,  at  their  very  altars,  than  to 
omit  any  thing  that  their  laws  required  of 
them;  and  that  this  is  not  a  mere  brag,  or  an 
encomium  to  manifest  a  degree  of  our  piety 
that  was  false,  but  is  the  real  truth,  I  appeal 
to  those  that  have  written  of  the  acts  of  I'om- 
pey;  and,  among  them,  to  Strabo  and  Nico- 
lau3  [of  Damascus];  and  besides  these,  to 
Titus  Livius,  the  writer  of  the  Roman  His- 
tory, who  will  bear  witness  of  this  thing.f 

4.  But  when  the  battering-engine  was 
brought  near,  the  greatest  of  the  towers  was 
shaken  by  it,  and  fell  down,  and  broke  down 
a  part  of  the  fortiticntions,  so  the  enemy  poured 
in  apace;  and  Cornelius  Faustus,  the  son  of 
Sylhi,  with  his  soldiers,  first  of  all  ascended 
the  wall,  and  next  10  him  Furius  the  centu- 
rion, with  those  that  followed,  on  the  other 
part ;  while  Fahius,  who  was  also  a  centurion, 
as'-ended  it  in  the  middle,  with  a  great  body 
of  men  after  him ;  but  now  all  was  full  of 
slaughter;  some  of  the  Jews  being  slain  by 
the  Romans,  and  some  by  one  another;  nay, 
some  there  were  who  threw  themseUes  down 
the  precipices,  or  put  fire  to  their  houses  and 
burnt  them,  as  not  able  to  bear  the  miseries 
they  were  under.  Of  the  Jews  there  fell 
twelve  thousand ;  but  of  the  Romans  very 
few.  Absalom,  who  was  at  once  both  uncle 
and  father-in-law  to  Aristobulus,  was  taken 

•  That  is  on  the  Iwrnt>'-third  of  Sivan,  theannoal  fast 
for  the  defeclioD  and  idolatry  of  Jerohoain,  "  who  made 
Israel  to  sin:"  or  possibly  some  other  fast  might  fall  into 
that  month,  before  and  in  the  days  of  Josephus 

+  It  deserves  here  to  be  noted,  that  this  Pharisaical  su- 

y«  rstitious  notion,  that  olTensive  tigbting  was  unlawful  to 
ews,  even  under  the  utmost  necessity,  on  the  Sabhath- 
day,— of  which  we  hear  nothing  before  the  times  of  the 
Maccabees, — was  tlie  proper  occasion  of  Jerusalem's  be- 
ing taken  by  I'ompey,  by  Sossius.  and  by  'I  itus.  as  ap- 
P'sirs  Irom  the  places  already  quoted  in  the  note  on  Aniiq 
b.  xiii.cb  viii  sect.  1;  which  scrupulous  superstition,  as 
to  ih'-  ul>s,Tvatinn  ol  such  a  rigorous  rest  upon  tile  Sah- 
bath-.la>.  our  >aviour  always  opposed,  when  the  I'hari- 
Micil  .lews  ijisis'f  d  on  It.  as  is  evident  In  niaov  plac.es  in 
'*1^.^*""' "'•*•'""'"'•"'■  though  be  still  intimited  how  per- 

J;^' '»'  scperslition  might  prove  te  "hem  iu  llieii 

flight  froiii  the  liuijians.  Matt.  riT.  20 


captive;  and  no  small  enormities  were  com- 
mitted about  the  temple  itself,  which,  in  for- 
mer ages,  had  been  inaccessible,  and  seen  by 
none;    for  Pompey  went  into  it,  and  not  a 
few  of  those  that  were  with  him  also,  agd  saw 
all  that  which  it  was  unlawful  for  any  other 
men  to  see,  but  only  for   the   bigh-priests. 
There  were  in  that  temple  the  golden  table, 
the  holy  candlestick,  and  the  pouring  vessels, 
and  a  great  quantity  of  spices;  and  besides 
thesetherewereamongthe  treasures  two  thou- 
sand talents  of  sacred  money;   let  did  Pom- 
pey touch  nothing  of  all  this,}:  on  account  of 
his  regard  to  religion ;  and  in  this  point  also 
be  acted  in  a  manner  that  was  worthy  of  his 
virtue.      The  next  day  he  gave  order  to  those 
that  had  the  charge  of  the  temple  to  cleanse 
it,  and  to  bring  what  offerings  the  law  required 
to  God;  and  restored  the  high-priesthood  to 
IFyrcantis,  both  because  he  had  been  useful  to 
him  in  other  respects,  and  because  he  hindered 
the  Jews  in  the   country  from  giving  Aristo- 
btilus  any  assistance  in   bis  war  against  bitn. 
He  also  cut  off  tho>e  that  had  been  the  au- 
thors of  that  war;  and  bestowed  proper  re- 
wards   on    Faustus,    and    those    others    that 
mounted  the  wall  with  such  alacrity;  and  be 
made  Jerusalem  tributary  to  the  Romans;  and 
took  away  those  cities  of  Celesyria  which  the 
inhabitants  of  Judea  had   subdued,   anil   put 
them  under  the  government  of  the  Roman  pre- 
sident, and  confined  the  whole  nation,  which 
had  elevated  itself  so  high  before,  within  its 
own   bounds.     Moreover,  he  rebuilt  Gadaia, 
which  had  been  demolished  a  little  before,  j| 
to  gratify  Demetrius  of  Gadara,  who  was  his 
freed-man,  and  restored  the  rest  of  the  cities, 
Hippos,  and  Scythopolis,  and  Pella,  and  Dios, 
and  Samaria,   as  also   Marissa,   and  Ashdod, 
and  Jamnia,  and  Aretbusa,  to  their  own  inha- 
bitants: these  were  in  the  inland  parts.     Be- 
sides those  that  had  been  demolished,  and  also 
of  the  maritime  cities,  Gaza,  and  Joppa,  and 
Dora,  and  Strato's  Tower;   which  last  HeroG 
rebuilt  after  a  glorious  manner,  and  adorned} 
with   havens  and   temples;    and   changed  its 
name  to  Copsarea.      All  these  Pompey  left  in 
a  state  of  freedom,  and  joined  them  to  the 
province  of  Syria. 

5.  Kow  the  occasions  of  this  misery  which 
came  upon  Jerusalem  were  Hyrcanus  and 
Aristobulus,  by  raising  a  sedition  one  against 
the  other;  for  now  we  lost  our  liberty,  and 
became  subject  to  the  Romans,  and  were  de- 
prived of  that  country  which  we  had  gained 
by  our  arms  from  the  Syrians,  and  were  com- 
pelled to  restore  it  to  the  Syrians.  Moreover, 
the  Romans  exacted  of  us,  in  a  little  time, 
above  ten  thousand  talents ;   and   the   royal 

t  This  is  fully  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  Cicero, 
who  says,  in  his  oralion  for  Flaccus. 'I  hat  "(.neius  I'om- 
reios.  whenlie  was  conqueror,  and  tia.l  tal  en  Jemsalem. 
did  not  touch  any  thin?  belonciog  to  tiiat  ttmple." 

I!  Of  this  destruction  of  G:idaia  here  pn-t opposed, aiid 
its  restutalion  by  Pompej^ses,  the  note  ou  lt»  War,  b,  i 
ell,  vii.  sect.  7  '    -     -    '-■'-:      .-i... 
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aufttrity,  which  was  a  dipnity  formerly  be- 
stowed on  tbuse  that  were  bigh-prie&ts.  by  the 
rij-ht  of  their  family,  beciime  the  property  of 
private  men;  but  of  these  matters  we  shall 
treat,  in  their  proper  places.  Kow  Pompey 
committed  Celesyria,  as  far  as  the  river  Eu- 
phrates and  Fpjpt,  to  Scaurus,  with  two  Ro- 
man legions,  and  then  went  away  to  Cilicia, 
and  made  haste  to  Rome.  He  also  carried 
bound  along  \\ith  him  Aristobulus  and  his 
children;  for  he  had  two  daughters  and  as 
niany  sons;  the  one  of  whom  ran  away;  but 
the  younger,  Antigonus,  was  carried  to  Rome, 
together  with  his  sisters. 


CHAPTER  v. 

HOW  SCAUnCS  MADE  A  LEAGUE  OF  MI"TCAL 
ASSISTANCE  WITH  ARETAS ;  AND  WHAT 
GABINIfS  DID  IN  JIDEA,  AETEU  HE  HAD 
CONQUERED  ALEXANDER,  THE  SON  OF  ARIS- 
TOBULUS. 

§  1.  Scaurus  made  now  an  expedition  against 
Petrea,  in  Arabia,  and  set  on  fire  all  the  places 
round  about  it,  because  of  the  great  difficulty 
of  access  to  it;  and  as  his  army  was  pinched 
by  fomine,  Anfipater  furnished  him  with  corn 
out  of  Judea,  and  with  whatever  else  he 
wanted,  and  this  at  the  command  of  Hyrcanus; 
and  when  he  was  sent  to  .Aretas  as  an  ambas- 
sador, by  Scaurus,  because  he  bad  lived  with 
him  formerly,  he  persuaded  Aretas,  to  give 
Scaurus  a  sum  of  money,  to  prevent  the  burn- 
ing of  his  country;  and  undertook  to  be  hit 
surety  for  three  hundred  talents.  So  Scaurus, 
upon  these  terms,  ceased  to  make  war  any 
longer:  which  was  done  as  much  at  Scaurus's 
desire  as  at  the  desire  of  Aretas. 

2.  Some  time  after  this,  when  Alexander, 
the  son  of  Aristobulus,  made  an  incursion  into 
Judea.  Gabinius  came  from  Rome  to  Syria, 
Bs  commander  of  the  Roman  forces.  He 
did  many  considerable  actions;  and  particu- 
larly made  war  with  Alexander,  since  Hyrca- 
nus was  not  yet  able  to  oppose  his  power,  but 
was  already  attempting  to  rebuild  the  wall  of 
Jerusalem,  which  Pompey  had  overthrown,  al- 
though the  Romans  who  «ere  there  restrained 
him  from  that  his  design.  However,  Alex- 
ander went  over  all  the  country  round  about, 
and  armed  many  of  the  Jews,  and  suddenly 
got  together  ten  thousand  armed  footmen, 
and  fifteen  hundred  horsemen,  and  fortified 
Alexandrium,  a  fortress  near  to  Crrf  te,  and 
Wacherus,  near  the  mountains  of  Antliia.  Ga- 
l.inius  therefore  came  upon  him,  having  sent 
Marcus  Antonius,  with  other  commanders, 
before.  These  armed  such  Romans  as  fol- 
lowed thim;  and,  together  ^^itb  thin>,  such 
Jews  as  were  subject  to  them,  wlu  >f  leaders 
were  Pitholaus  and  Malichus:  «nil  iliytock 
with  them  also  their  friends  that  v. ire  with 


Antipater,  and  met  Alexander,  while  Gbbi. 
nius  him-cit  followed  «ith  his  legion.  Here- 
upon Alexander  retired  to  the  neighbourhood 
of  Jerusalem,  where  they  fell  upon  one  ano- 
ther, and  it  came  to  a  pitched  battle;  in  which 
the  Romans  slew  of  their  enemies  about  three 
thousand,  and  took  a  like  number  alive. 

3.  At  which  time  Gabinius  came  to  Alex- 
andrium, and  invited  those  that  were  in  it  to 
deliver  it  up  on  certain  conditions,  and  pro- 
mised that  then  their  former  ofl'ences  should 
be  forgi\en:  but  as  a  great  number  of  the 
enemy  had  pitched  their  camp  before  the  for- 
tress, whom  the  Romans  attacked,  Marcus 
Antonius  fought  bravely,  and  slew  a  great 
number,  and  seemed  to  come  off  with  the 
greatest  honour.  So  Gabinius  left  part  ol 
his  army  there,  in  order  to  take  the  place,  and 
he  himself  went  into  other  ports  of  Judea.  and 
gave  order  to  rebuild  all  the  cities  tha^  he  met 
«ith  that  had  l)een  demolished;  at  which  time 
were  rebuilt  Samari.i,  Asbdod,  Scythopolis, 
Anthedon,  Rnphia,  and  I>ora;  Marissa  also, 
and  Gaza,  and  not  a  few  others  besides;  and 
as  the  men  acted  according  to  Gabinius'a 
command,  it  came  to  pass,  that  at  this  time 
these  cities  were  securely  inhabited,  which  had 
been  desolate  for  a  long  time. 

4.  When  Gabinius  had  done  thus  in  the 
country  he  returned  to  Alexandrium;  i.nd 
when  he  urged  on  the  siege  of  the  place,  Alex- 
ander sent  an  embassage  to  him,  desiring  that 
he  would  pardon  his  former  offences;  he  also 
delivered  up  the  fortresses,  H\rcania  and 
Macherus,  and  at  last  Alexandrium  itself, 
which  fortresses  Gabinius  demolished;  but 
w  hen  Alexander's  mother,  who  w  as  of  the  side 
of  the  Romans,  as  having  her  husband  and 
other  children  at  Rome,  came  to  him,  he 
granted  her  whatsoever  she  asked;  and  when 
he  had  settled  matters  with  her,  he  brought 
Hvrcanus  to  Jerusalem,  and  committed  the 
care  of  the  temple  to  him;  and  when  he  had 
ordained  five  councils,  he  distributed  the  na- 
tion into  the  same  number  of  parts;  so  these 
councils  governed  the  people;  the  first  was  at 
Jerusalem,  the  second  at  Gadara,  the  third  at 
Amatbus,  the  fourth  at  Jericho,  and  the  fifth 
at  Sepphoris,  in  Galilee.  So  the  Jews  were 
now  freed  from  monarchic  authority,  and 
were  governed  by  an  aristocracy.* 

•  Dean  f*ndfaux  well  obstrres,  '*  Tbat  notwitbitand- 
ing  the  clamour  against  Gabinius  at  Rome,  Josephol 
gives  bim  a  )at:dable  character  as  if  be  bad  arqutte4 
hini>elr  with  h<  nour  in  the  charge  committi^d  to  htla^ 
[injuilcaj.     See  at  the  year  00. 
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haw  qabinius  caught  aristobulus  after 
he  hau  fled  fhom  rome,  and  sent  him 
Back  to  home  again;  and  how  the 
8ame  uabimus,  a3  he  returned  out  op 
egypt,  overcame  alexander  and  tile 
nabateans  in  battle. 

§  1.  Now  Aristoimlua  ran  away  from  Rome 
to  Jiidea,  and  set  about  the  rebuilding  of  Alex- 
andrium,  which  had  been  newly  demolished; 
hereupon  Gabinius  sent  soldiers  against  him, 
and  for  their  commanders  Sisenna,  and  An- 
tonius,  and  Servilius,  in  order  to  hinder  him 
from  getting  possession  of  the  country,  and  to 
take  him  again;  and  indeed  many  of  the  Jews 
ran  to  Aristobulus  on  account  of  his  former 
glory,  as  also  because  they  should  be  glad  of 
an  innovation.  Now,  there  was  one  Pitholaus, 
a  lieutenant  at  Jerusalem,  who  deserted  to  him 
with  a  thousand  men,  although  a  great  number 
of  those  that  came  to  him  were  unarmed;  and 
when  Aristobulus  had  lesolved  to  go  to  Ma- 
cherus,  he  dismissed  those  people,  because  they 
were  unarmed;  for  they  could  not  be  useful 
to  him  ill  what  actions  he  was  going  about; 
but  he  took  with  him  eight  thousand  that  were 
armed,  and  marched  on;  and  as  the  Romans 
fell  upon  them  severely,  the  Jews  fought 
valiaiitl>,  but  were  beatni  in  the  battle;  and 
when  they  had  fought  with  alacrity,  but  were 
overborne  by  the  enemy,  they  were  put  to 
flight;  of  whom  were  slain  about  live  thou- 
sand, and  the  rest  being  dispersed,  tried,  as 
well  as  they  were  able,  to  save  themselves. — 
However,  Aristobulus  had  witii  him  still  above 
a  thousand,  and  with  them  he  lied  to  Mache- 
ru>,  and  fortitied  the  place;  and  thouijh  he  had 
had  ill  success,  he  still  had  good  hope  of  his 
affairs;  but  when  he  bad  struggled  against  the 
siege  for  two  days'  time,  and  had  received 
many  wounds,  he  was  brought  as  a  captive  to 
Gabinius,  with  his  son  Antigonus,  who  also 
fled  with  bim  from  Rome,  and  this  was  the 
fortune  of  Aristobulus,  who  was  sent  back 
again  to  Rome,  and  was  there  retained  in 
bonds,  having  been  both  king  and  high-priest 
for  three  years  and  six  months;  and  was  in- 
deed an  eminent  person,  and  one  of  a  great 
soul.  However,  the  senate  let  his  children 
go,  upon  Gabinius's  writing  to  them  that  iie 
had  promised  their  mother  so  much  when  she 
delivered  up  the  fortrefses  to  him:  and  ac- 
cordingly they  then  returned  into  Jiidea. 

"2.  Now  when  Gabinius  was  making  an 
expedition  against  the  Parthians  and  had  al- 
ready passed  over  Euphrates,  he  changed  bis 
mind,  and  resolved  to  return  into  Egypt,  in 
order  to   restore   Ptolemy  to  his  kingdom.' 

•  Tills  history  is  t>est  illustrated  by  Dr.  Htnlsun  out 
of  Liv>,  uh.)  s;iys,  Ihat  "A.  *;:.l.iniiis,  liie  proc.urisni. 
resti>rt'*l  I'I'Mih)  tu  Ui»  kincdoiu  of  tfO-T^  •*"'!  t^Ji-i'tf*! 
Arcbf  laus.  '•^  ttum  tbey  bad  set  up  fiir  a  Liag."  &c.  8e«^ 
i'rid.  at  the  vt^on  &1  iir.d  t\i 


This  hath  also  been  related  elsewhere.  Hov« 
ever,  Antipatcr  supplied  his  army,  whicb  he 
Bent  against  Archelaus,  with  corn,  and  wea> 
pons,  and  money.  He  also  made  those  Jews 
who  were  above  Pelusium  his  friends  and  con- 
federates, and  had  been  the  guardians  of  the 
passes  that  led  into  Egypt.  But  when  be 
came  back  out  of  Egypt,  he  found  Syria  in 
disorder  with  seditions  atid  troubles;  for  Alex* 
ander,  the  son  of  Aristobulus,  having  seized 
on  the  government  a  second  time  by  force, 
made  many  of  the  Jews  revolt  to  him;  and 
so  he  marched  over  the  country  with  a  great 
army,  and  slew  all  the  Romans  he  could  light 
upon,  and  proceeded  to  besiege  the  mountain 
called  Gerizzim,  whither  they  had  retreated. 

3.  But  when  Gabinius  found  Syria  in  such 
a  state,  he  sent  Antipater,  who  was  a  prudent 
man,  to  those  that  were  seditions,  to  try  whe- 
ther he  could  cure  them  of  their  madness,  and 
persuade  them  to  return  to  a  better  mind;  and 
when  he  came  to  them,  he  brought  many  of 
them  to  a  sound  mind,  and  induced  them  to 
do  what  they  ought  to  do.  But  he  could  not 
restrain  Alexander,  for  he  had  an  army  of  thir- 
ty thousand  Jews,  and  met  Gabinius,  and 
joining  battle  with  him  was  beaten,  and  lost 
ten  thousand  of  his  men  about  Mount  Tabor. 

4.  So  Gabinius  settled  the  aflfiiirs  which  be- 
longed to  the  city  Jerusalem,  as  was  agreeable 
to  Antipater's  inclination,  and  went  against 
the  Nabateans,  and  overcame  them  in  battle. 
He  also  sent  away  in  a  friendly  manner,  Mi- 
thridates  and  Orsanes,  who  were  Parthian 
deserters,  and  came  to  him,  though  the  report 
went  abroad  that  they  had  run  away  from  him. 
And  when  Gabiniiia  had  performed  great  and 
glorious  actions,  in  his  management  of  the 
affairs  of  the  war,  he  returned  to  Rome,  and 
delivered  the  government  to  Crassus.  Now 
Nicolaus  of  Damascus,  and  Strabo  of  Cappa- 
docia,  both  describe  the  expeditions  of  Pom- 
pey  and  Gabinius  against  the  Jews,  while  nei- 
ther of  them  say  any  thing  new  which  is  not 
in  the  other. 


CHAPTER  Vri. 

HOW  CRASSUS  CAME  INTO  JUDEA,  AND  PIL- 
LAGED THE  TEMPLE;  AND  THEN  MARCHED 
AGAINST  THE  PARTHIANS,  AND  PERISHED, 
WITH  HIS  ARMY.  ALSO  HOW  CASSIUS  OB- 
TAINED SYRIA,  AND  PUT  A  STOP  TO  THE 
PARTHIANS,  AND  THEN  WENT  UP  TO  JUDEA. 

§  I.  Now  Crassus,  as  he  was  going  upon  his 
expedition  against  the  Parthians,  came  into 
Judea,  and  carried  off  the  money  that  was  in 
the  temple  which  Pompey  had  left,  being  two 
thousand  talents,  and  was  disposed  to  spoil  it 
of  all  the  gold  belonging  to  it,  which  w«b 
eitrht  thou'^and  talents.  He  also  took  a  beam 
wliirh  wa-i  made  of  solid  beaten  j:old,  of  the 
weight  of  three  hundred  miiiae,  each  ot  wblch 
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weighed  two  pounds  and  a  hal£  It  was  the 
priest  who  was  guardian  of  the  sacred  trea- 
sures, and  whose  name  was  Eleazar,  that  gave 
him  this  beam,  not  out  of  a  wicked  design, 
for  he  was  a  good  and  a  righteous  man;  but 
being  intrusted  with  the  custody  of  the  veils 
belonging  to  the  temple,  which  were  of  admir- 
able beauty  and  of  very  costly  workmanship, 
and  hung  doun  from  this  beam,  when  he  saw 
that  Crassus  was  busy  in  gathering  money, 
and  was  in  fear  for  the  entire  ornaments  of 
the  temple,  he  gave  him  this  beam  of  gold  as 
a  ransom  for  the  whole,  but  this  not  till  he 
had  given  his  oath  that  he  would  remove  no- 
thing else  out  of  the  temple,  but  be  satisfied 
with  this  only,  which  he  should  give  him  be- 
ing worth  many  ten  thousand  [shekels].  Now, 
this  beam  was  contained  in  a  wooden  beam 
that  was  hollow,  but  was  known  to  no  others; 
but  Eleazar  alone  knew  it ;  yet  did  Crassus 
take  a«-ay  this  beam,  upon  the  condition  of 
touching  nothing  else  that  belonged  to  the 
temple, — and  then  brake  his  oath  and  carried 
away  all  the  gold  that  was  in  the  temple. 

2.  And  let  no  one  wonder  that  there  was 
so  much  wealth  in  our  temple,  since  all  the 
Jeu's  throughout  the  habitable  earth,  and 
those  that  worshipped  God,  nay,  even  those 
of  Asia  and  Europe,  sent  their  contributions 
to  it,  and  this  trom  very  ancient  times.  Nor 
is  the  largeness  of  these  sums  without  its  at- 
testation ;  nor  is  that  greatness  owing  to  our 
vanity,  as  raising  it  without  ground  to  so 
great  a  height;  but  there  are  iDany  witnesses 
to  it,  and  particularly  Strabo  of  Cappadocia, 
who  says  thus: — "Mithridates  sent  to  Cos, 
and  took  the  money  which  queen  Cleopatra 
bad  deposited  there;  as  also  eight  hundred 
talents  belonging  to  the  Jews."  Now  we 
have  no  public  money  but  only  what  apper- 
tains to  God;  and  it  is  evident  that  the  Asian 
Jews  removed  this  money  out  of  fear  of  Mi- 
thridates: for  it  is  not  probable  that  those  of 
Judea,  who  had  a  strong  city  and  temple, 
should  send  their  money  to  Cos;  nor  is  it 
likely  that  the  Jews  who  are  inhabitants  of 
Alexandria,  should  do  so  either,  since  they 
were  in  no  fear  of  Mithridates.  And  Strabo 
himself  bears  witness  to  the  same  thing  in 
another  place;  that  at  the  same  time  that  Sylla 
pas.=cd  over  into  Greece,  in  order  to  fight 
against  Mithridates,  be  sent  LucuUus  to  put 
an  end  to  a  sedition  that  our  nation,  of  whom 
the  habitable  earth  is  full,  had  raised  in  Gy- 
rene;  where  he  speaks  thus: — "There  were 
four  classes  of  men  an-.ong  those  of  Cyrene; 
that  of  citizens,  that  of  husbandmen,  the  third 
of  strangers,  and  the  fourth  of  Jews.  Now 
these  Jews  are  already  gotten  into  all  cities; 
and  it  is  hard  to  find  a  |ilace  in  the  habitable 
earth  that  hath  not  adn  itted  this  trilie  of  men 
and  is  not  possessed  by  ihem:  and  it  hath  come 
to  pass  that  Egypt  and  Cjrene,  as  having  the 
same  governors,  and  a  ^  reat  nunjber  of  other 
nations,  indtate  their  vvay  of  living,  and  main- 


tain great  bodies  of  these  Jeu's  in  a  peculiar 
manner,  and  grow  up  to  greater  prosperity 
with  them,  and  make  use  of  the  same  laws 
with  that  nation  also.  Accordingly,  the  Jews 
have  places  assigned  them  in  Egypt,  wherein 
they  inhabit,  besides  what  is  peculiarly  allot- 
ted to  this  nation  at  Alexandria,  which  is  a 
large  part  of  that  city.  There  rs  also  an  eth- 
narch  allowed  them,  who  governs  the  nation, 
and  distributes  justice  to  them,  and  takes  care 
of  their  contracts,  and  of  the  laws  to  them 
belonging,  as  if  he  were  the  ruler  of  a  free 
republic.  In  Egypt,  therefore,  this  nation  is 
powerful,  because  the  Jews  were  originally 
Egyptians,  and  because  the  land  wherein  they 
inhabit  since  they  went  thence  is  near  to 
Egypt.  They  also  removed  into  Cyrene,  be- 
cause that  this  land  adjoined  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Egypt,  as  well  as  does  Judea,  or  ra- 
ther was  formerly  under  the  same  govern- 
ment."     And  this  is  what  Strabo  savs. 

3.  So  when  Crassus  had  settled  all  thing? 
as  he  himself  pleased,  he  marched  into  Par- 
thia,  where  both  he  himself  and  all  his  army 
perished,  as  hath  been  related  elsewhere.  But 
Cassius,  as  he  fled  from  Rome  to  Syria,  took 
possession  of  it,  and  was  an  impediment  to 
the  Parthians,  who,  by  reason  of  their  victory 
over  Crassus,  made  incursions  upon  it:  anil 
as  he  came  back  to  Tyre,  he  went  up  into  .Tu- 
dea  also,  and  fe'l  upon  Taricbe^,  and  pre- 
sently took  it,  and  carried  about  thirty  thou- 
sand Jews  captives;  and  slew  Pitholaus,  who 
succeeded  Aristobulus  in  his  seditious  prac- 
tices, and  that  by  the  persuasion  of  Antipater, 
who  proved  to  have  great  interest  in  him,  and 
was  at  that  time  in  great  repute  with  the  Idu- 
means  also:  out  of  which  nation  he  married  a 
wife,  who  was  the  daughter  of  one  of  thiir 
eminent  men,  and  ber  name  was  Cypros,"  by 
whom  he  had  four  sons,  Pbasael,  and  Herod, 
who  was  afterwards  made  king,  and  Joseph, 
and  Pheroras;  and  a  daughter  named  Salome. 

Ibis  Antipater  cultivated  a  friendship  and 
mutual  kindness  with  other  potentates,  but 
especially  with  the  king  of  Arabia,  to  whom 
he  committed  his  children,  while  he  fought 
against  Aristobulus.  So  Cassius  removed  his 
camp,  and  marched  to  Euphrates  to  meet  those 
that  were  coming  to  attack  him,  as  hath  been 
related  by  others. 

4.  But  some  time  afterwards,  Caesar,  when 
he  had  taken  Rome,  and  after  Pompey  and 
the  senate  were  fled  beyond  the  Ionian  sea, 
freed  Aristobulus  from  his  bonds,  and  resolved 
to  send  him  into  Sjria,  and  ileli\erid  twii 
legions  to  him,  that  he  might  set  matters  right, 
as  being  a  potent  man  in  that  country  :  but 
Aristobulus  had  no  enjoyment  of  what  he 
hoped  for  from  the  power  that  was  given  him 
by  Caesar;  for  those  of  Pompey 's  party  pre- 

•  r>r.  HudsoD  observes,  tl'at  the  name  of  this  wife  of 
Antipater.  in  Josephu!*.  was  C>pro»,  as  an  Hebrew  ter* 
minatmo  ;  but  not  C\  prts,  the  Greek  name  U't  Veniu,  *k 
*Qmc  critiea  were  ready  ;a  eorrvet  it 
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rented  it,  nnd  destroyed  him  by  poison;  and 
tliose  of  Cjpsar's  party  buried  bim.  His  dead 
!«Kiy  also  lay,  for  a  good  while,  embalmed  in 
honey,  till  Antony'afterwards  sent  it  to  Judea, 
and  caused  him  to  i)e  buried  in  the  royal  se- 
pulchre. But  Scipio,  upon  Pompey's  send- 
ing to  him  to  slay  Alexander,  the  son  of 
Aristobulus,  because  the  young  man  was  ac- 
cu!^ed  of  what  offences  he  had  been  puiky  of 
at  first  against  the  Romans,  cut  off  his  bead; 
and  thus  did  he  die  at  Antiocb.  But  Ptole- 
my, the  son  of  Menneus,  who  was  the  ruler 
of  Chalcis,  under  Mount  Libanus.  tonic  his 
brethren  to  him,  and  sent  his  son  Philippioii 
to  Askelon  to  Aristobulus's  wife,  and  desired 
her  to  send  back  with  him  her  son  Anti^'o- 
nu3  and  her  daughters:  the  one  of  whom, 
whose  name  was  Alexandra,  Philippion  fell 
in  love  with,  and  married  her;  though  after- 
wards his  father  Ptolemy  slew  him,  and  mar- 
ried Alexandra,  and  continued  to  take  care  of 
her  brethren. 


CHAPTER   VIII. 

THE  JEWS  BF.COME  CONFEDEUATES  WITH  C^- 
SAR  WHEN  Hi;  FOirOHT  AGAINST  EGYPT. 
THE  GI.ORIOI'S  ACTIONS  OK  ANTIPATEU. 
AND  HIS  FKIKNDSHIP  WITH  C-«SA(l.  THE 
HONOUUS  WHICH  THi:  JEWSKECEIYED  FUOM 
TliE  ItOMANS   AND   ATHENIANS. 

§  1.  Now  aft«r  Pompey  was  dead,  and  after 
that  victory  Ciesar  had  ^ined  over  him,  An- 
tipater,  who  managed  the  Jewish  affairs,  be- 
came very  useful  to  Cajsar  when  he  made 
war  a||;Hin.-.t  Egypt,  and  that  by  the  order  of 
Hyrcanus;  for  when  Mithridates  of  Perga- 
nms  was  bringing  liis  auxiliaries,  and  was  not 
able  to  continue  bis  march  through  Pelusiutn. 
but  obliged  to  stay  at  Askelon,  Antipater 
came  to  him,  conducting  three  thousand  of 
the  Jews,  armed  men;  he  had  also  taken  care 
tbc  principal  men  of  the  Arabians  should 
ooine  to  his  assislance;  and  on  his  account  it 
was  that  all  the  Syrians  assisted  him  also,  as 
not  willing  to  appear  behindhand  in  their  alac- 
rity for  Ca'>ur,  viz.  Jamblieus  the  ruler,  and 
Ptolemy  his  son,  and  Tholomy  the  son  of 
Sohemus,  who  dwelt  at  Mount  Libanus,  and 
almost  all  the  cities.  So  Mithridates  marched 
out  of  Syria,  and  came  to  Pelusium;  and 
ivhen  its  inhabitants  would  not  admit  him,  he 
Desieged  the  city.  Now  Antipater  signalized 
himself  here,  and  was  the  first  who  plucked 
down  part  of  the  wall,  and  so  opened  a  way 
to  the  rest,  whereby  they  might  enter  the  city, 
and  by  this  means  Pelusiuui  was  taken.  But 
it  happened  that  the  Egyptian  Jews,  who 
dwtit  in  the  country  called  Onion,  would  not 
lot  Antipater  and  Mithridates,  with  their  sol- 
dhTs.  p.iss  to  Citsar;  but  Antipater  persuaded 
them  to  come  over  to  their  party,  because 


he  was  of  the  same  people  with  them,  and 
that  chiefly  by  showing  them  the  epistles  of 
Hyrcanus  the  high-priest,  wherein  he  exhorted 
them  to  cultivate  friendship  with  Caesar;  and 
to  supply  his  army  with  money,  and  all  sorts 
of  provisions  which  they  wanted;  and  accord- 
ini^ly,  when  they  saw  Antipater  and  the  high- 
priest  of  the  same  sentiments,  they  did  as  they 
were  desired.  And  when  the  Jews  about 
Memphis  beard  that  these  Jews  were  come 
over  to  CcBsar,  they  also  invited  Mithridates 
to  come  to  them;  so  he  came  and  received 
them  also  into  his  army. 

2.  And  when  Mithridates  had  gone  overall 
Delta,  as  the  place  is  called,  he  came  to  a 
pitched  battle  with  the  enemy,  near  the  place 
called  the  Jewish  Camp.  Now  Mithridates 
had  the  ripht  wing,  and  Antipater  the  left; 
and  when  it  came  to  a  fight  that  wing  where 
Mithri<lates  was  gave  way,  and  was  likely  to 
suffer  extremely,  unless  Antipater  had  come 
running  to  him  with  his  own  soldiers  along 
the  shore,  when  he  had  already  beaten  the 
enemy  that  oppo^^ed  him;  so  be  delivered 
Mithridates,  and  put  those  Egyptians  who  had 
been  too  hard  for  him  to  Higbt.  He  also 
took  their  camp,  and  contiruied  in  the  pursuit 
of  them.  He  also  recalled  Mithridates,  who 
had  been  worsted,  and  was  retired  a  great  way 
off.  of  whose  soldiers  eight  hundred  fell;  but  of 
Antipnter's  fifty.  So  Mithridates  sent  an  ac- 
count of  this  battle  to  Caesar,  and  openly  de- 
clared that  Antipater  was  the  author  ofthis  vic- 
tory, and  ofhis  own  preservation;  insomuch  that 
C«--ar  commended  Antipater  then,  and  made 
use  of  him  all  the  rest  of  that  war  in  the  most 
bazarduus  tmdertakings:  he  happened  also  to 
be  uounded  in  one  of  those  engagements. 

3.  However,  when  C^sar,  after  some  time, 
hati  finished  that  war,  and  was  sailed  away 
for  Syria,  he  honoured  Antipater  greatly,  and 
confirn>cd  Hyrcanus  in  the  high-priesthood; 
and  bestowed  on  Antipater  the  privilege  of  a 
citizen  of  Rome,  and  a  freedom  from  taxes 
everywhere;  and  it  is  reported  by  many,  that 
Hyrcanus  went  along  with  Antipater  in  this 
expedition,  and  came  himself  into  Egypt, 
Aiul  Strabo  of  Cappadocia  bears  witness  to 
this,  when  he  says  thus,  in  the  name  of  Asi- 
nius:  —  *'  After  Mithridates  had  invaded 
Egypt,  and  with  bim  Hyrcanus  the  high-priest 
of  the  Jews."  Nay,  the  same  Strabo  says 
thus  again  in  another  place,  in  the  name  of 
H\psi(Tafes,  that  "Mithridates  at  first  went 
out  alone;  but  that  Antipater,  who  had  the 
care  of  the  Jewish  affairs,  was  called  by  him 
to  Askelon,  and  that  he  had  gotten  ready  three 
thousand  soldiers  to  go  along  with  him,  and 
encouraged  other  governors  of  the  country  to 
go  along  with  him  also;  and  that  Hyrcanus 
the  high-priest  was  also  present  in  this  expe- 
dition."    This  is  what  Strabo  says. 

4.  But  Antigonus,  the  son  of  Aristobuliis, 
came  at  this  time  to  Ca-sar,  and  lamtnted  bis 
father's  fate:  and  complained,  that  it  was  by 


380 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS. 


BOOK  XIV. 


Axtipater's  means  that  Aristobuluii  was  taken 
off  by  poison,  and  bis  brother  was  beheaded 
by  Scipio,  and  desired  that  be  would  take  pity 
of  him  who  had  been  ejected  out  of  that  prin- 
cipality which  was  due  to  him.  He  also  ac- 
cused Hyrcanus  and  Antipatcr  as  governing 
the  nation  by  violence,  and  offering  injuries 
to  himself.  Antipater  was  present,  and  made 
bis  defence  as  to  the  accusations  that  were 
laid  against  him.  He  demonstrated,  that 
Antigonus  and  bis  party  were  given  to  inno- 
vation, and  were  seditious  persons.  He  also 
put  Caesar  in  mind  what  diflicutt  services  he 
had  imdergone  when  he  assisted  him  in  his 
wars,  and  discoursed  about  what  he  was  a 
witness  of  himself.  He  added,  that  Aristo- 
bulus  was  justly  carried  away  to  Rome,  as 
one  that  was  an  enemy  to  the  Romans,  and 
could  never  be  brought  to  be  a  frii-iui  to  them, 
and  that  his  brother  had  no  more  than  he  de- 
served from  Scipio,  as  being  seized  in  com- 
mitting robberies;  and  that  this  punishment 
was  not  inflicted  on  bim  in  a  way  of  violence 
or  injustice  by  him  that  did  it. 

5.  When  Antipater  bad  made  this  speech, 
Caesar  appointed  Hycanus  to  be  high-priest, 
and  pave  Antipater  what  principality  he  him- 
self should  choose,  lea\ing  the  determination 
to  himself;  so  he  made  -him  procurator  of  j 
Judea.  He  also  gave  Hyrcanus  leave  to 
raise  up  the  walls  of  his  own  cily.  upon  his 
asking  that  favour  of  him,  for  they  had  been 
demolished  by  Pompey.  And  this  grant  ha 
sent  t«  the  consuls  at  Rome,  to  be  engraven 
in  the  capitol.  The  decree  of  the  senate  was 
this  that  follows:*  "Lucius  Valerius,  the 
son  of  Lucius  the  praetor,  referred  this  to  the 
senate,  upon  the  Ides  of  December,  in  the 
temple  of  Concord.  There  were  present  at 
the  writing  of  this  decree  Lucius  Coponius, 
the  son  of  Lucius  of  the  Colline  tribe,  and 
Papirius  of  the  Quirine  tribe,  concerning  the 
affairs  which  Alexander,  the  son  of  Jason,  [ 
and  Numenius  the  son  of  Antiochus,  and  ! 
Alexander,  tbe  son  of  Oosilbeus.  ambassadors  | 
of  the  .lews,  good  and  worthy  men,  proposed,  | 
who  came  to  renew  that  league  of  good- will 
and  friendship  with  the  Romans  which  was 
in  being  before.  They  also  brought  a  shield 
of  gold,  as  a  mark  of  confederacy,  valued  at 
fifty  thousand  pieces  of  gold;  and  desired 
that   letters   might  be  given  them,  directed 


•  Take  Dr.  Piidson's  rnTe  upon  this  plare.  which  I 
(tuppon^  to  be  the  tnith: — **  Here  is  M>n)e  tIli^lake  in  Jo- 
8eptiu§:  for  wh^n  he  had  promised  us  a  decree  for  Ihe 
restoratioD  of  Jeiusalt-m.  be  hrint,'3  in  a  decree  of  far 
RTeater  antiquity,  and  Ihat  a  lea^iie  of  frierdship  and 
anion  only.  One  may  easily  belieie  that  Josephos  gave 
onler  Ut  0D«  thing,  and  hi:>  amanuensis  perli>rnied  ano- 
thtr,  hy  Uansposini:  decrees  that  concerned  l!  e  Hyrcani, 
and  as'deluded  by  the  s.'\mene3s  of  Iheir  nam,s;  for  thai 
belongs  to  tbe  first  high-priest  of  lliis  name  [John  Hjr- 
eanus],  which  Jo.-*ephus  here  ascribes  to  one  that  lived 
later  [HyroaDUS,  Ihe  son  of  Alexander  Jannrus].  Bow. 
ever,  Ihe  decree  which  be  proposed  to  set  d'.%^  B  follows  a 
little  lower,  in  the  colleclioa  ut  KuUian  dicie-  s  that  con- 
ciTiied  ibe  Jews,  and  is  that  dattd  when  1  ft;M>rwa5  coti- 
m*  the  Sfth  time,"    Scv  cb.  a.  aci-L  * 


both  to  the  free  cities  and  to  tbe  kings,  that 
their  country  and  their  havens  might  be  at 
peace,  and  that  no  one  among  them  might 
receive  any  injury.  It  therefore  pleased  [the 
senate}  to  make  a  league  of  friendship  and 
good-will  uith  them,  and  to  bestow  on  them 
whatsoever  they  stood  in  need  of,  aid  to  ac- 
cept of  the  shield  which  was  brought  by  them. 
This  was  done  in  the  ninth  year  of  Ilyrcanus 
the  high-priest  and  ethnarch,  in  the  morth 
Panemus."  HjTcanus  also  received  honours 
from  the  people  of  Athens,  as  having  been 
useful  to  them  on  many  occasions;  and  when 
they  wrote  to  him,  they  sent  him  this  decree, 
as  it  here  follows: — "Under  the  prutaneia 
and  priesthood  of  Dionysius,  the  son  of  Es- 
cuiapius,  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  latter  part  of 
the  month  Panemus,  this  decree  of  the  Athe- 
nians was  given  to  their  commanders,  when 
Agatbocles  was  archon,  and  Kucles,  the  son 
of  Menander  of  Alimu»ia,  was  tbe  scribe. 
In  the  month  Munychion,  on  the  eleventh 
day  of  tbe  Prutaneia,  a  council  of  the  presi- 
dents was  held  in  tbe  theatre.  Dorotbeus 
the  high-priest,  and  the  fellow-presidents  with 
him,  put  it  to  the  vote  of  the  people,  Dio- 
nysius, the  son  of  Dionjsius,  gave  the  sen- 
tence. Since  Hyrcanus,  the  son  of  Alexan- 
der, the  high-priest  and  ethnarch  of  the  Jews, 
continues  to  bear  good-will  to  our  people  in 
general,  and  to  every  one  of  our  citizens  in 
particular,  and  treats  them  with  all  sorts  of 
kindness;  and  when  any  of  tbe  Athenians 
come  to  him,  either  as  ambassadors,  or  on  any 
occasion  of  their  own,  he  receives  them  in  an 
obliging  manner,  and  sees  that  they  are  con- 
ducted back  in  safety,  of  which  we  have  had 
several  former  testimonies;  it  is  now  also  de- 
creed, at  the  report  of  Theodosius,  the  son  of 
Theodorus,  and  upon  bis  putting  the  people 
in  mind  of  the  virtue  of  this  man,  and  that 
his  purpose  is  to  do  us  all  tbe  good  that  is  in 
his  power,  to  honour  him  with  a  crown  ot 
gold,  the  usual  reward  according  to  tbe  law, 
and  to  erect  his  statue  in  brass  in  the  temple 
of  Demus  and  of  the  Graces;  and  that  this 
present  of  a  crown  shall  be  proclaimed  pub- 
licly in  the  theatre,  in  the  Dionysian  shows, 
while  the  new  tragedies  are  acting;  and  in 
tbe  Panatbenean,  and  Eleusinian,  and  Gym- 
iiical  shows  also;  and  that  the  commanders 
shall  take  care,  while  he  continues  in  his 
friendship,  and  preserves  his  good-will  to  us, 
to  return  all  possible  honour  and  favour  to 
the  man,  for  his  affection  and  generosity; 
that  by  this  treatment  it  may  appear  how  otS 
people  receive  the  good  kindly,  and  repay 
them  a  suitable  reward;  and  he  may  be  in- 
duced to  proceed  in  his  affection  towards  us, 
bv  the  honours  we  have  already  paid  him. 
That  ambassadors  be  also  chosen  out  of  all 
the  Athenians,  who  shall  cairy  this  decree  to 
him,  and  desire  him  to  accept  of  the  honours 
we  do  him,  and  to  endeavour  always  to  be 
doing  some  good  to  our  atf."  —  And  this 
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•ball  EufKce  us  to  have  spoken  as  to  the 
honours  that  were  paid  by  the  Romacs  and 
tlie  people  of  Athens  to  Uyrcanus. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

HOW    ANTtPATER    COMMITTED    THE    CARE    OF 
GALILEE  TO    HEROD,   AND    THAT    OF    JERU- 
SALEM  TO  PHASAELUS;     AS  ALSO,  HOW   HE- 
-  BOD,  DPON  THE  JEWs'  ENVY  AT  ANTIPATEB, 
-  -WAS  ACCUSED  BEFORE  HYHCANUS. 

§  1.  Now  when  Caesar  had  settled  the  affairs 
of  Syria,  he  sailed  away;  and  as  soon  as  An- 
tipattr  had  conducted  Ciesar  out  of  Syria,  he 
retJirned  to  Judca.  He  then  immediately 
raised  up  the  wall  which  had  been  thrown 
down  by  Pompey;  and,  by  coming  thither,  he 
pacified  that  tumult  which  had  been  in  the 
country,  and  this  liy  both  threatening  and  ad- 
vising them  to  be  quiet ;  for  that,  if  they  would 
be  of  Hyrcanus's  side,  they  would  live  hap- 
pily, and  lead  their  lives  without  disturbance, 
in  the  enjoyment  of  their  own  possessions; 
but  if  they  were  addicted  to  the  hopes  of 
what  mif:ht  come  by  innovation,  and  aimed 
to  get  wealth  thereby,  they  should  have  him  a 
severe  master,  instead  of  a  gentle  governor, 
and  Hyrcanus  a  tyrant  instead  of  a  king,  and 
the  Romans,  together  w  ith  Ca-sar,  their  bitter 
enemies,  instead  of  rulers,  for  that  they  would 
never  bear  him  to  be  set  aside  »  horn  they  had 
appointed  to  govern.  And  when  Antipater 
had  said  this  to  them,  he  himself  settled  the 
affairs  of  this  country. 

2.  And  seeing  that  Hyrcanus  was  of  a 
slow  and  slothful  temper,  he  made  Phasaelus, 
bis  eldest  son,  governor  of  Jerusalem,  and  of 
the  places  that  were  about  it,  but  committed 
Galilee  to  Herod,  his  next  son,  who  was  then 
a  very  young  man,  for  he  was  but  fifteen  years 
of  age;  '  but  that  youth  of  his  was  no  impe- 
<iiment  to  him;  but  as  he  was  a  youth  of  great 
mind,  he  presently  met  with  an  opportunity  of 
signalizing  bis  courage;  for,  finding  there 
was  one  Hezekias,  a  captain  of  a  band  of  rob- 
bers, who  overran  the  neighbouring  parts  of 
Syria  with  a  great  troop  of  them,  he  seized 
bim  and  slew  him,  as  well  as  a  great  number 
of  the  other  robbers  that  were  with  him;  for 
which  action  he  was  greatly  beloved  by  the 
Syrians;  for  when  they  were  very  desirous 
to  have  their  country  freed  from  this  nest  of 
robbers,  he  purged  it  of  them:  so  they  sung 
songs  in  his  commendation  in  their  villages 
and  cities,  as  having  procured  them  peace  and 

•  Tliose  who  will  rarefiilly  ohservc  the  several  occa- 
«ional  numbers  and  clironolncical  characters  in  the  life 
and  death  of  this  Herod,  aod  of  his  cbildreu,  hereafter 
iKited.  will  Bee,  that  twenty-five  years,  and  not  lifteen, 
nn.st  for  certain  have  been  here  Josephiis's  own  number 
for  the  ace  of  Herod,  when  he  was  made  Rovernor  of 
Galilee.  See  ch.  xxiii.  sect,  .'i;  and  ch  xxiv.  sect.  7; 
and  I'articuUrly  Antiq.  b  xvii.  cli  viii,  secL  1;  where, 
ab'  lit  Iurt>-four  years  afterwardi,  Herud  dies  an  old  ixian 
at  ftbout  srveDty. 


the  secure  enjoyment  of  their  possessions; 
and  on  this  account  it  was  that  he  became 
known  to  Sextus  Cjesar,  who  was  a  relation 
of  the  great  Caesar,  and  was  now  president  of 
Syria.  Now  Phasaelus,  Herod's  brother,  was 
moved  with  emulation  at  his  actions,  and  en- 
vied tbe  fame  he  bad  thereby  gotten,  and  be- 
came ambitious  not  to  be  behindhand  with 
him  in  deserving  it:  so  he  made  the  inhabi- 
tants of  .Jerusalem  bear  bim  tbe  greatest  good- 
will while  he  held  the  city  himself,  but  did 
neither  manage  its  affairs  improperly,  nor 
abuse  his  authority  therein.  This  conduct 
procureil  from  tbe  nation  to  Antipater  such 
respect  as  is  due  to  kings,  and  such  honours 
as  he  might  partake  of  if  he  were  an  absolute 
lord  of  the  country.  Yet  did  not  this  splen- 
dour of  his,  as  frequently  happens,  in  the 
least  diminish  in  him  that  kindness  and  &de- 
lity  which  he  owed  to  Hyrcanus. 

3.  But  now  the  principal  men  among  the 
Jews,  when  they  saw  Antipater  and  his  sons 
to  grow  so  much  in  the  good-will  the  nation 
bare  to  them,  anil  in  the  revenues  which  they 
received  out  of  Judea,  and  out  of  Hyrcanus's 
own  wealth,  they  became  ill-disposeil  to  him; 
for  indeed  Antipater  had  contracted  a  friend- 
ship with  the  Ronmn  emperors;  and  when  he 
had  prevailed  with  Hyrcanus  to  send  them 
money,  he  took  it  to  himself,  and  purloined  the 
present  intended,  and  sent  it  as  if  it  were  his 
o.vn,  anil  not  Hyrcanus's  gift  to  them.  .  Hyrca- 
nus heard  of  this  his  management,  but  took 
no  care  about  it ;  nay,  he  rather  was  very  glad 
of  it;  but  the  chief  men  of  the  Jews  were  there- 
fore in  fear,  because  they  saw  that  Herod  was 
a  violent  and  bold  man,  and  very  desirous  of 
acting  tyrannically;  so  they  came  to  Hyrca- 
nus, and  now  accuseil  Antipater  openly^  and 
said  to  him,  "  How  long  t^ilt  thou  he  quiet 
under  such  actions  ns  iire  now  done?  Or  dost 
thou  not  see  that  Antipater  and  his  sons  have 
already  seized  upoii  the  government,  and  that  it 
is  only  the  name  of  a  king  which  is  given  thee? 
But  do  not  thou  suffer  these  things  to  be  hid- 
den from  thee:  nor  do  thou  think  to  escape 
dan/fer  by  being  so  careless  of  thyself  and  of 
thy  kingdom;  for  Antipater  and  bis  sons  are 
not  now  stewards  of  thine  afi^'airs;  do  not 
thou  deceive  thyself  with  such  a  notion;  they 
are  evidently  absolute  lords;  for  Herod,  An- 
tipater's  son,  bath  slaitt  Hezekias  and  those 
that  were  with  him,  and  hath  thereby  trans- 
gressed our  law,  which  hath  forbidden  to  slay 
any  man,  even  though  be  were  a  wicked  man, 
unless  he  had  been  first  condemned  to  suii'er 
death  by  the  sanhedrim;  f  yet  bath  he  been 

+  Itis  here  worth  ©iir  while  to  remark,  that  none  could 
he  put  to  death  in  Jiide;i  but  by  the  approbation  of  tbo 
.teniah  sanhedrim,  there  being  an  excellent  provision  itt 
the  law  of  Moses,  that  even  in  criminal  causes,  and  pai'- 
ticularly  where  life  was  concerned,  an  appeal  should  lie 
from  the  lesser  councils  of  seven  in  the  other  cities,  to  the 
supreme  council  of  seventy-one  at  Jerusalem;  and  this  18 
exuclly  accordini;  to  otir  Saviour's  words,  when  he  itaya, 
"  It  could  not  be  that  a  prophet  sliould  perish  out  of  J er^^ 
salem-"     Luke  xui.JSl 


882 


ANTIQUITIKS  OF  THE  JEWS. 


BOOK  XIT 


»o  insolent  as  to  do  this,  aim  that  without  any 
authority  from  thee." 

4.  Upon  Hyrcanus  hearing  this  he  com- 
plied with  them.  The  mothers  also  of  those 
that  had  been  slain  by  Herod  raised  his  in- 
dignation; for  those  women  continued  every 
day  in  the  temple,  persuading  the  king  ami 
the  people  that  Herod  might  undergo  a  trial 
before  the  sanhedrim  for  what  he  had  done. 
Hvrcanus  was  so  moved  by  these  complaints, 
that  he  summoned  Herod  to  come  to  his  trial 
for  M  hat  was  charged  upon  him.  Accordingly 
he  came;  but  his  father  had  persuaded  him  to 
come  not  like  a  private  man,  but  with  a  guard, 
f<jr  the  security  of  his  person ;  and  that  when 
he  had  settled  the  affairs  of  Galilee  in  the  best 
manner  he  could  for  his  own  advantage,  he 
should  come  to  his  trial,  but  still  with  a  body 
of  men  sufficient  for  his  security  on  his  jour- 
nev,  vet  so  that  he  should  not  come  with  so 
great'  8  force  as  might  look  like  terrifjing 
Hyrcanus,  but  still  such  a  one  as  might  not 
expose  him  naked  and  unguarded  [to  his  ene- 
mies]. However,  Sextus  Caesar,  president  of 
Syria,  wrote  to  Hyrcanus,  and  desired  him 
to  clear  Herod,  and  dismiss  him  at  his  trial, 
and  threatened  him  beforehand  if  he  did  not 
do  it.  Which  epistle  of  his  was  the  occasion 
of  Hyrcaiius  delivering  Herod  from  suffering 
any  harm  from  the  sanhedrim,  for  he  loved 
him  as  his  own  son  ;  but  when  Herod  stood 
before  the  sanhedrim,  with  his  body  of  men 
about  him,  he  affrighted  them  all,  and  no  one 
©f  his  former  accusers  durst  after  that  bring 
any  charge  against  him,  but  there  was  a  deep 
silence,  and  nobwiy  knew  what  was  to  be 
done.  When  affairs  stood  thus,  one  whose 
name  was  Sameas,'  a  righteous  man  he  was, 
and  for  that  reason  above  all  fear,  rose  up,  and 
said,  •*  O  you  that  are  assessors  with  me,  and 

0  thou  that  art  our  king,  I  neither  have  ever 
myself  known  such  a  cas-e,  nor  do  I  suppose 
that  any  one  of  you  can  nanit  its  parallel,  that 
one  who  is  called  to  take  his  trial  by  us  ever 
stood  in  such  a  manner  before  us;  hut  every 
one,  whosoever  he  be,  that  comes  to  \x  tried 
by  this  sauhedrim,  presents  himself  in  a  sub- 
missive manner,  and  like  one  that  is  in  fear  of  j 
himself,  and  that  endeavours  to  move  us  to 
compassion,  with  his  hair  dishevelled,  and  in 
a  black  and  mourning  garment :  but  this  admi- 
ral le  man  Herod,  who  is  accused  of  murder, 
:ii  il  called  to  answer  so  heavy  an  accusation, 
^'  nds  here  clothed  in  purple,  and  with  the 

1  jir  of  his  head  finely  trimmed,  and  with  his 
irinied  men  about  him,  that  if  we  shall  con- 
demn him  by  our  law,  he  may  slay  us,  and 
'j\  overbearing  justice  may  himself  escape 
death;  yet  do  not  I  make  this  complaint 
ogainst  Herod  himself:  he  is  to  be  sure  more 
concerned  for  himself  than  for  the  laws;  but 
my  complaint  is  against  yourselves  and  your 

•  This  ftccount,  as  Reland  ot>ser5'es.  is  confirmed  by 
the  TehDodiats,  wbo  c*)l  tbis  Sameas  "  -Simf on.  the  son 
i>r  Sh«lBcb.» 


king,  who  gave  him  a  licence  so  to  do.  How* 
ever,  take  you  notice,  that  God  is  great,  and 
that  this  very  man,  whom  you  are  going  to 
absolve  and  dismiss,  for  the  sake  of  Hvrcanus, 
will  one  day  puni>h  both  you  and  your  king 
himself  also."  Nor  did  Sameas  mistake  in 
any  part  of  this  prediction;  for  when  Herod 
had  received  the  kingdom,  he  slew  all  the 
members  of  this  sanhedrim,  and  Hyrcanus 
himself  also,  excepting  Sameas,  for  he  had  a 
great  honour  for  him  on  account  of  his  righte- 
ousness, and  because,  when  the  city  was  after- 
wards besieged  by  Herod  and  Sosius,  he  per- 
suaded the  people  to  admit  Herod  into  it ;  and 
told  them,  that  fior  their  sins  they  would  not 
be  able  to  escape  bis  hands: — which  things 
will  be  related  by  us  in  their  proper  places. 

5.  But  when  Hyrcanus  saw  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the   sanhedrim  were    ready  to   pro- 
nounce.the  sentence  of  death  upon  Herod,  he 
put  off  the  trial  to  another  day,  and  sent  pri- 
vately  to  Herod,  and  advised  him  to  fly  out 
of  the  city;  for  that  by  this  means  he  might 
escape.     So  he  retired  to  Damascus,  as  though 
he  fled  from  the  king;  and  when  he  had  beei» 
with  Sextus  Cxsar,  and  had  put  his  own  af- 
fairs in  a  sure  posture,  he  resolved  to  do  thus' 
That  in  case  he  were  again  summoned  be- 
fore the  sanhedrim  tn  take  histrial,^he  would 
iiot  obey  that  summons.     Hereupon  the  mem- 
bers of  the  sanhedrim  had  great  indignation 
at  this  posture  of  affairs,  and  endeavoured  to 
persuaded  Hyrcanus  that  all  these  things  were 
against  him;   which  state  of  matters  he  was 
not  ignorant  of;  hut  his  temper  was  so  un- 
manlv  and  so  foolish,  that  he  was  able  to  do 
nothing  at  all;   but  when  Sextus  had  made 
Herod  general  of  the  army  of  Celesyria,  for 
he  sold  him  that  post  for  money,  Hyrcanu* 
was  in  fear  lest  Herod  should  make  war  upoi> 
him;    nor  was  the  effect  of  what  he  feared 
long  in  coming  upon  him, —  for  Herod  came, 
and  brought  an  army  along  with  him  to  fight 
with  Hyrcanus.  as  being  angry  at  the  trial  he 
had  been  summoned    to  undergo  before  the 
sanhedrim;  but  his  father  Antipatcr,  and  his 
brother  [Pbasaelus]  met  him,  and  hindered 
j  him  from   assaulting  Jerusalem.     They  also 
pacified  his  vehement  temper,  and  persuaded 
him  to  do  no  overt  action,  but  only  to  affright 
them  with  threatenings,  and  to   proceed  no 
farther  against  one  who  had  given  him   the 
dignity  he  had:    they  also    desired  him  not 
only  to  be  angry  that  he  was  summoned,  ani 
obliged  to  come  to  his  trial,  but  to  remember 
withal  how  he  was  dismissed  without  condem- 
nation, and  how  he  ought  to  give  Hyrcanua 
thanks  for  the  same ;  and  that  he  was  not  to 
regard  only  what  was  disagreeable  to  him,  and 
be  unthankful  for  his  deliverance.     So  they 
desired  him  to  consider,  that  since  it  is  God 
that  turns  the  scales  of  war,  there  is  great  un- 
certainty in  the  issue  of  battles,  and  that  there- 
fore he  ought  not  to  expect  the  victory  when 
be  should  fight  with  his  king,  aud  huu  thai 
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Lau  supported  Mm,  and  bestowed  many  bene- 
fits upon  him,  and  bad  done  nothing  of  itself 
very  severe  to  him;  for  that  his  accusation, 
'.vbii'h  was  derived  from  evil  counsellors,  and 
not  trom  himself,  had  rather  the  suspicion  of 
Rome  severity,  than  any  thing  really  severe 
in  it.  Herod  was  persuaded  by  these  argu- 
nients,  and  believed  that  it  was  sufficient  fori 
his  future  hopes  to  have  made  a  show  of  bis 
strength  before  the  nation,  and  done  no  more 
to  it; — and  in  this  state  were  the  affairs  of 
Judea  at  this  time. 


CHAPTER  X. 

THE  HONOURS  THAT  WERE  PAID  THE  JEWS; 
ANDTHELEAGlIESTHAT  WKIIE  MADE  BY  THE 
KOMA.NS,  AND  OTHER  NATIONS, WITH  THEM. 

§  1.  Now  when  Caesar  was  come  to  Rome, 
he  was  ready  to  sail  into  Africa  to  fight 
ag'ainst  Scipio  and  Cato,  wht:ii  Uyrcanus 
sent  ambassadors  to  him,  and  bv  them  desired 
that  he  would  ratify  that  lea;,'iie  uf  friendship 
and  mutual  alliance  which  was  betwcco  tlieiu; 
and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  necessary  here  to 
give  an  account  of  all  the  honours  that  the 
Romans  and  their  emperors  paid  to  our  na- 
tion, and  of  the  leagues  of  mutual  assistance 
they  have  made  with  it,  that  all  the  rest  of 
mankind  may  know  what  regard  the  kings  of 
Asia  and  Europe  have  had  to  us,  and  that  they 
have  been  abundantly  satisiied  of  our  courage 
and  fidelity)  for  whereas  many  will  not  be- 
lieve what  hath  been  written  about  us  by  the 
Persians  and  Macedonians,  because  those 
writings  are  not  everywhere  to  be  met  with, 
nor  do  lie  in  public  places,  but  among  us  our- 
selves, and  certain  other  barbarous  nations; 
while  there  is  no  contradiction  to  be  made 
against  the  decrees  of  the  Romans,  for  they 
are  laid  up  in  the  public  places  of  the  cities, 
and  are  extant  still  in  tlie  capitol,  and  engraven 
:ii'on  pillars  of  brass;  nay,  besides  this,  Ju- 
lius Caesar  made  a  pillar  of  brass  for  the  Jl-ws 
at  Alexandria,  and  declared  puldicly  that  they 
were  citizens  of  Alexandria.  Out  of  these  evi- 
dences will  I  demonstrate  what  I  say;  and 
will  now  set  down  the  decrees  made  both  by 
the  senate  and  by  Julius  Caesar,  which  relate 
to  Hyrcanus  and  to  our  nation. 

2.  *'Caius  Julius  Ca-sar,  imperator  and 
bigb-priest  and  dictator  the  second  time,  to 
the  magistrates,  senate,  and  people  of  Sidon. 
sendeth  greeting.  If  you  be  in  health,  it 
is  well.  1  also  and  the  army  are  well.  I 
have  sent  you  a  copy  of  that  decree  regis- 
tered on  the  tables,  which  concerns  Hyrca- 
nus. the  son  of  Alexander,  the  high-priest 
and  etfanarch  of  the  Jews,  that  it  may  be  laid 
up  anmng  the  public  records:  and  1  will  that 
it  be  (^penly  proposed  in  a  table  of  brass,  both 
in  Orefk  and  in   Latin.      It  is  as  follows: — 


I  Julius  Caesar,  imperator  the  secoi  d  time, 
and  high-priest,  have  made  this  decree,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  senate:  AVhereas  Hyr- 
canus, the  son  of  Alexander  the  Jew,  hath 
demonstrated  bis  fidelity  and  diligence  about 
our  affairs,  and  this  both  now  and  in  former 
times,  both  in  peace  and  in  war,  as  many  of 
our  generals  have  borne  witness,  and  came  to 
our  assistance  in  the  last  Alexandrian  war,' 
with  fifteen  hundred  soldiers;  and  when  iie 
was  sent  by  n»e  to  Mithridates,  ?howed  him- 
self superior  in  valour  to  all  the  rest  of  that 
array; — for  these  reasons  I  will  that  Hyrca- 
nus, the  son  of  Alexander,  and  his  children, 
be  ethnarchs  of  the  Jews,  and  have  the  high- 
priesthood  of  the  Jews  for  ever,  according  to 
the  customs  of  their  forefathers,  and  that  he 
and  his  son  be  our  confederates;  a:id  that  be- 
sides this  every  one  of  them  be  reckoned 
among  our  particular  friends.  I  also  ordain, 
that  he  and  his  children  retain  whatsoever  pri- 
vileges belong  to  the  olllce  of  hi>,'h-priest,  or 
whatsoever  favours  have  been  hitherto  grunted 
them;  and  if  at  anytime  hereafter  there  arise 
any  questions  about  the  Jewish  customs,  I 
will  that  he  determine  the  same;  and  1  think 
it  not  proper  that  they  should  be  obliged  to 
find  us  winter  quarters,  or  that  any  money 
should  be  required  of  them." 

3.  "The  decrees  of  Cains  Ca;sar.  consul, 
containing  what  hath  been  granted  and  deter- 
mined, are  as  follow: — That  Uyrcanus  and 
his  children  bear  rule  over  the  nation  of  the 
Jews,  and  have  the  profits  of  the  places  to 
them  bequeathed;  and  that  he,  as  himself  the 
high-priest  and  ethnarch  of  the  Jcw<:,  defend 
those  that  are  injured;  and  that  ambassadors 
be  sent  to  Hyrcanus,  the  son  of  Alexander 
the  high-priest  of  the  Jews,  that  may  discourse 
with  him  about  a  league  of  friendship  and 
mutual  assistance;  and  that  a  table  of  brass, 
containing  the  premises,  be  openly  proposed 
in  the  capitol,  and  at  Sidon,  and  Tyre,  and 
Askelon,  and  in  the  temple,  euL'raven  in  Ro- 
man and  Greek  letters:  that  this  decree  may 
also  be  communicated  to  the  questors  and 
praetors  of  the  several  cities,  and  to  the  friends 
of  the  Jews:  and  that  the  ambassadors  may 
have  presents  made  them,  and  that  these  de- 
crees be  sent  everywhere." 

4.  "Caius  Caesar,  imperator,  dictator,  con- 
sul, hath  granted.  That  out  of  regard  to  the 
honour,  and  virtue,  and  kindness  of  the  man, 
and  for  the  advantage  of  the  senate,  and  of 
the  people  of  Rome,  Hyrcanus,  the  son  of 
Alexander,  both  he  and  his  chihiren,  be  high- 
priests  and  priests  of  Jerusalem,  and  of  the 
Jewi&b  nation,  by  the  same  right,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  same  laws,  by  which  their  progeni- 
tors have  held  the  priesthood." 

•  That  H\Tc.-inus  was  himself  in  Ecypt.  along  with 
Aniipairr,  at  lhi»  time,  to  »)iom  arcordin^lv  the  bold 
and  prudent  actions  of  bi<i  deputy  Aciipater  are  here  as- 
•Tihcil.  as  this  dcrn-r  of  Julius  t  a;*:tr  supp,isr.*,  we  are 
farther  assured  bt  thf  te^liniupv  of  Slrabo.  aJlvoOy  pf(^ 
dur>dbyJo4e  -,■-''     '^ 
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b.  "Caius  Caesar,  consul  the  fifth  time, 
hath  decreed.  That  the  Jews  shall  possess  Je- 
rusalem, and  may  encompass  tliat  city  with 
Walls;  and  that  Hyrcanus,  the  son  of  Alex- 
ander, the  liigh-priLSt  and  ethimrch  of  the 
Jews,  retain  it,  in  the  manner  he  himself 
pleases;  and  the  Jews  be  allowed  to  deduct 
out  of  their  tribute  every  second  year  the 
land  is  let  [in  the  Sabbatic  period],  a  corus  of 
that  tribute;  and  ;that  the  tribute  they  pay  be 
rot  let  to  farm,  nor  that  they  [jay  always  the 
game  tribute." 

6.  "Caius   Caesar,    imperator    the   second 
time,  hath  ordained.  That  all  the  country  of 
the  Jews,  excepting  Joppa,  do  pay  a  tribute 
yeailv  for  the  city  Jerusalem,  exooptinp  the 
Beveiitb,  which  they  call  the  Saliliatical  Year, 
because  thereon  they  neither  receive  the  fruits 
•  of  their  trees,  nor  do  they  sow  their  land;  and 
that  they  pay  their  tribute  in  Sidoiron  the  se- 
cond vear  [of  that  Sabbatic  period],  the  fourth 
part  of  what  was  sown:  and  besides  this,  they 
»re  to  pay  the  same  tithes  to  Hyrcanus  and 
his  sons,  which  they  paid  to  their  forefathers. 
And  that  no  one,  neither  president,  nor  lieu- 
tenant, nor  ambassador,  raise  auxiliaries  with- 
in the  bounds  of  Judea,  nor  may  soldiers  ex- 
act money  of  them  for  winter  quarters,  or  un- 
der anv  other  pretence,  but  that  they  be  free 
from  ail  sorts  of  injuries:  and  that  whatsoever 
they  shall  hereafter  have,  and  are  in  possession 
of,  or  have  bought,  they  shall  retain  them  all. 
It  is  also  our  pleasure  that  the  city  Joppa, 
which  the  Jews    had    originally,   when   they 
made  a  league  of  friendship  with  the  Romans, 
slmll  belong  to  them,  as  it  formerly  did;    and 
that  Hyrcanus,  the  son  of  Alexander,  and  his 
sons,  have  as  tribute  of  that  city,  from  those 
that  occupy  the  land,  for  the  country,  and  for 
what  they  export  every  year  to  Sidon.  tw  enty 
thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  niodii 
every  year,  the  seventh  year,  which  they  call 
the  Sabbatic  Year,  excepted;   whereon  they 
neither   plough,   nor   receive  the   product  of 
their  trees.      It  is  also  the  pleasure  of  the  se- 
nate, that  :  s  to  the  villages  which  are  in  the 
prciit  plain,  which  Hyrcainis  and   his  forefa- 
thers formerly  posse^^ed,   Hyrcanus  and  the 
Jews    have  them   with  the    same    privileges 
with  which  they  formerly  had  them  also:  and 
that  the  same  original  ordinances  remain  still 
in  iorce  which  concern  the  Jews  with  regard 
to  their  high-priests;  and  that  they  enjoy  the 
SHUje  benefits  which  ihey  have  bad  fornjcrly 
by  the  concession  of  the  people,  and  of  the 
sei!ate;  and  let  them  enjoy  the  like  privileges 
in  Lydda.      It  is  the  pleasure  also  of  the  se- 
nate, that  Hyrcanus,  the  cthnarch,  and  the 
Jeus,  retain  those  places,  countries,  and  vil- 
i.iges,  which   belonged  to  the  kings  of  Syria 
and  Phoenicia,  the   conferlerates  of  the   Ro- 
n  ans,  and  which  thej  bad  bcftowed  on  them 
a^  their  free  gifts.      It  is  "No  granted  to  Hjr- 
cii  as,  and  to  bis  so  s.  aid  to  the  aiubassa- 
di.i>  by  them  sent  tj   ub,  that  in  Jluf  fights  |  ti,c«,!. 


between  single  gladiators,  and  in  those  with 
beasts,  they  shall  sit  ameng  the  senators  to 
see  those  shows;  and  that  when  they  desire 
an  audience,  they  shall  be  introduced  into  the 
senate  by  the  dictator,  or  by  the  general  of  the 
horse;  and  when  they  have  introduceil  them, 
their  answers  shall  be  returned  them  in  ten 
days  at  the  farthest,  after  the  decree  of  the 
senate  is  made  about  their  affairs." 

7.  "Caius  Caesar,  imperator,  dictator  the 
fourth  time,  and  consul  the  fifth  time,  de- 
clared to  be  perpetual  dictator,  made  this' 
speech  concerning  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
Hyrcanus,  the  son  of  Alexander,  the  high- 
priest  and  etbnarch  of  the  Jews.  Since  those 
imperators*  that  have  been  in  the  provinces 
before  me  have  borne  witness  to  Hyrcanus, 
the  high-priest  of  the  Jews,  and  to  the  Jew9 
themselves,  and  this  before  the  senate  and 
people  of  Rome,  when  the  people  and  senate 
returned  their  thanks  to  them,  it  is  good  that 
we  now  also  remember  the  same,  and  provide 
that  a  requital  be  made  to  Hyrcanus,  to  the 
nation  of  the  Jews,  and  to  the  sons  of  Hyr- 
canus, bv  the  senate  and  people  of  Rome, 
and  that  suitably  to  what  good-will  they  have 
shown  us,  and  to  the  benefits  they  have  be- 
stowed upon  us.". 

8.  "Julius  Caius,  prtetor  [consul]  of 
Rome,  to  the  magistrates,  senate,  and  people 
of  the  Parians,  sendeth  greeting.  The  Jews 
of  Delos,  and  some  other  Jews  that  sojourn 
there,  in  the  presence  of  your  ambassadors, 
signified  to  us,  that,  by  a  decree  of  yours,  you 
forbid  them  to  make  use  of  the  customs  or 
their  forefathers,  and  their  way  of  sacred 
worship.  Now  it  does  not  please  me  that 
such  decrees  should  be  made  against  our 
friends  and  confederates,  whereby  they  are 
forbidden  to  live  according  to  their  own  cus- 
toms, or  to  bring  in  contributions  for  common 
sitppers  and  holy  festivals,  while  they  ore  not 
forbidden  so  to  do  even  at  Rome  itself;  for 
even  Caius  Caesar,  our  imperator  and  ccnsul, 
in  that  decree  wherein  he  forbade  the  Bac- 
chanal rioters  to  meet  in  the  city,  did  yet  per- 
mit these  Jews,  and  these  only,  both  to  bring' 
in  their  contributions,  and  to  make  their 
common  suppers.  Accordingly,  when  I  for- 
bid other  Bacchanal  rioters,  I  permit  these 
Jews  to  gather  themselves  together,  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  and  customs  of  their  forefa- 
thers, and  to  persist  therein.  It  will  be 
therefore  good  for  you,  that  if  you  have 
made  any  decree  against  these  our  friends 
and  confederates,  to  abrogate  the  same,  by 
reason  of  their  virtue,  and  kind  disposition 
towards  us." 

9.  Now  after  Caius  was  slain,  when  Mar- 
•   Dr.  Hudson  justly  supposes,  that  the  Foman  I'mpe- 

ratcr-.  or  penerars  of  armies,  meant  both  here  and  aect. 
•J.  w  Uu  gave  testimony  to  Hjrcanus's  and  llie  Jews'  I'aith- 
tuliuvsand  good  will  to  Ihe  Unmans  h'fore  Uie  senete 
and  people  of  Home  were.  priiicipaMv  I'rnipfy.  ^eannis, 
Hori  G;:biuius;  oi  all  whom  Josephus  had  already  giieo 
h.    history,  :o  far  as  ttie  Jews  wtrt  i;onctrapi^)»ifJ 
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cus  Antoiiius  and  Pnblius  Dolabella  were 
consuls,  they  both  assembled  the  senate,  and 
introduced  Hyicanus's  ambassadors  into  it, 
and  discoursed  of  what  they  desired,  and  made 
a  league  of  friendship  with  them.  The  senate 
also  decreed,  to  grant  them  all  they  desired. 
I  add  this  decree  itself,  that  those  who  read 
the  present  work,  may  have  ready  by  them  a 
demonstration  of  the  truth  of  what  we  say. 
The  decree  was  this : — 

10.  "The  decree  of  the  senate,  copied  out 
of  the  treasury,  from  the  public  tables  be- 
longing to  the  qusestors,  when  Quintus  Ru- 
tilius  and  Caius  Cornelius  were  qua?stors,  and 
taken  out  of  the  second  table  of  the  first  class, 
on  the  third  day  before  the  ides  of  April,  in  the 
temple  of  Concord.  There  were  present  at 
the  writing  of  this  decree,  Lucius  Calpurnius 
Piso,  of  the  Menenian  tribe,  Servius  Papi- 
nius  Potitus  of  the  Lemonian  tribe,  Caius 
Caninius  Rebilius  of  the  Terentine  tribe, 
Publius  Tidetius,  Lucius  Apulinus,  the  son 
of  Lucius,  of  the  Sergian  tribe,  Flavius.  the 
son  of  Lucius,  of  the  Lemonian  tribe,  Pub- 
lius Platius,  the  son  of  Publius,  of  the  Papy- 
rian  tribe,  Marcus  Acilius,  the  son  of  Mar- 
cus, of  the  .Mecian  tribe,  Lucius  Erucius,  the 
son  of  Lucius,  of  the  Stellatine  tribe,  Marcus 
Quintus  Plancillus,  the  son  of  Marcus,  of 
the  Polliun  tribe,  and  Publius  Serius.  •Pub- 
lius Dolabella  and  Marcus  Antonius,  the  con- 
suls, made  this  reference  to  the  senate,  that 
as  to  those  things  which,  by  the  decree  of  the 
senate,  Caius  Csesar  had  adjudged  about  the 
Jews,  and  yet  had  not  hitherto  that  decree 
been  brought  into  the  treasury,  it  is  our  will, 
as  it  is  also  the  desire  of  Publius  Dolabella 
and  Marcus  Antonius,  our  consuls,  to  have 
these  decrees  put  into  the  public  tables,  and 
brought  to  the  city  qusstors,  that  they  may 
take  care  to  have  them  put  upon  the  double 
tables.  This  was  done  before  the  fifth  of  the 
ides  of  February',  in  the  temple  of  Concord. 
Kow  the  ambassadors  from  Hyrcanus  the 
high-priest  were  these  : — Lysimachus,  the  son 
of  Pausanias,  Alexander,  the  son  of  Thcodo- 
rus,  Patroclus,  the  son  of  Chercas,  and  Jona- 
than, the  son  of  Onias." 

11.  Hyrcanus  sent  also  one  of  these  am- 
bassadors to  Dolabella,  who  was  then  the 
prefect  of  Asia,  and  desired  him  to  dismiss  the 
Jews  from  military  services,  and  to  preser^'C 
to  them  the  customs  of  their  forefathers,  and 
to  permit  them  to  live  according  to  them. 
And  when  Dolabella  had  received  Hyrca- 
nus's  letter,  without  any  farther  deliberation, 
he  sent  an  epistle  to  all  the  Asiatics,  and  par- 
ticularly to  the  city  of  the  Ephesians,  the  me- 
tropolis of  Asia,  about  the  Jews ;  a  copy  of 
which  epistle  here  follows : — ■ 

12.  "  When  Artemon  was  prytanis,  on  the 
first  day  of  the  month  Leneon,  Dolabella 
imperator,  to  the  senate  and  magistrates, 
and  people  of  the  Ephesians,  sendeth  greeting. 


Alexander,  the  son  of  Tlieodorus,  the  am- 
bassador of  Hyrcanus,  the  son  of  Alexander, 
the  high-priest  and  ethnarch  of  the  Jews,  ap- 
peared before  me,  !o  show  that  his  countrymen 
could  not  go  into  their  armies,  because  they 
are  not  allowed  to  bear  arms,  or  to  travel  on 
the  Sabbath-days,  nor  there  to  procure  them- 
selves those  sorts  of  food  which  they  have  been 
used  to  eat  from  the  times  of  their  forefathers, 
— I  do  therefore  grant  them  a  freedom  from 
going  into  the  army,  as  the  former  prefects 
have  done,  and  permit  them  to  use  the  customs 
of  their  forefathers,  in  assembling  together  for 
sacred  and  religious  purposes,  as  their  law 
requires,  and  for  collecting  oblations  necessary 
for  sacrifices ;  and  my  will  is,  that  you  write 
this  to  the  several  cities  under  your  jurisdic- 
tion." 

13.  And  these  were  the  concessions  that 
Dolabella  made  to  our  nation  when  Hyrcanus 
sent  an  embassage  to  him;  but  Lucius  the 
consul's  decree  ran  thus: — "I  have  at  my 
tribunal  set  these  Jews,  who  are  citizens  of 
Kome,  and  follow  the  Jewish  religious  rites, 
and  yet  live  at  Ephesus,  free  from  going  into 
the  army,  on  account  of  the  superstition  they 
are  under.  This  was  done  before  the  twelfth 
of  the  calends  of  October,  when  Lucius  Len- 
tulus  and  Caius  Marcellus  were  consuls,  in 
the  presence  of  Titus  Appius  Calgus,  the  son 
of  Titus,  and  lieutenant  of  the  Horatian 
tribe ;  of  Titus  Tongius,  the  son  of  Titus,  of 
the  Crustumine  tribe;  of  Quintus  Resius,  the 
son  of  Quintus;  of  Titus  Pompeius  Longinus, 
the  son  of  Titus;  of  Caius  Servilius,  the  son 
of  Caius,  of  the  Terentine  tribe;  of  Braccus 
the  military  tribune  ;  of  Publius  Lucius  Cal- 
lus, the  son  of  Publius,  of  the  Veturian  trilw; 
of  Caius  Sentius,  the  son  of  Caius,  of  the 
Sabbatine  tribe;  of  Titus  Atilius  Bulbus,  the 
son  of  Titus,  lieutenant  and  vice-pretor  to  the 
magistrates,  senate,  and  people  of  the  Ephe- 
sians, sendeth  greeting.  Lucius  Lentulus  the 
consul  freed  the  Jews  that  are  in  Asia  from 
going  into  the  armies,  at  my  intercession  for 
them ;  and  when  1  had  made  the  same  peti- 
tion some  time  afterward  to  Phanius  the  im- 
perator, and  to  Lucius  Antonius  the  viee- 
quffistor,  I  obtained  the  privilege  of  them 
also;  and  my  will  is,  that  you  take  care  that 
no  one  give  them  any  disturbance." 

14.  The  decree  of  the  Delians.  "The  an- 
swer of  the  pnttors,  when  Beotus  was  archon; 
on  the  twentieth  day  of  the  month  Thar- 
geleon.  While  Marcus  Piso  the  lieutenant 
lived  in  our  city,  who  was  also  appointed  over 
the  choice  of  the  soldiers,  he  called  us,  and 
many  other  of  the  citizens,  and  gave  order, 
that  if  there  be  here  any  Jews  who  are  Ro- 
man citizens,  no  one  is  to  give  them  any  dis- 
turbance about  going  into  the  army,  because 
Cornelius  Lentulus,  the  consul,  freed  the 
Jews  from  going  into  the  army,  on  account 
of  the  superstition  they  are  under, — you  are 
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therefore  obliged  to  submit  to  the  prefer :" 
— and  the  like  decree  was  made  by  the  Sar- 
diaiis  about  us  ali;o. 

15.  "  Caius  Phanius,  the  son  of  Caius,  im- 
pcrator  and  consul,  to  the  magistrates  of  Cos, 
sendeth  greeting.  I  would  have  \ou  know 
that  the  aniba«adors  of  the  Je«s  Lave  been 
with  me,  and  desired  they  might  have  those 
decrees  which  the  senate  had  made  about 
them:  which  decrees  are  here  subjoined. 
Jly  will  is,  that  }0u  have  a  regard  to  and 
take  care  of  these  men,  according  to  the  se- 
nate's decree,  that  they  may  be  safely  con- 
veyed home  through  your  country." 

16.  The  declaration  of  Lucius  Lentulus 
the  consul: — "1  have  dismissed  those  Jews 
who  are  Roman  citizens,  and  who  appear  to 
me  to  have  their  religious  rites,  and  to  ob- 
serve the  laws  of  the  Jews  at  Ephesus,  on 
account  of  the  superstition  they  arc  under. 
This  act  was  done  before  the  thirteenth  of  the 
calends  of  October." 

17.  "  Lucius  Antonius,  the  son  of  Marcus, 
vice-quaestor,  and  vice-pretor,  to  the  magis- 
trates, senate,  and  people  of  the  Sardians, 
sendeth  greeting.  Those  Jews  that  are  our 
fellow-citizens  of  Rome,  came  to  me,  and  de- 
monstrated that  they  had  an  assembly  of  their 
own,  according  lo  the  laws  of  their  forefathers, 
and  this  from  the  beginning,  as  also  a  place 
of  their  own,  wherein  they  determined  their 
suits  and  controversies  with  one  another. 
Upon  their  petition  therefore  to  U-e,  that 
these  might  be  lawful  for  them,  I  give  order 
that  these  their  privileges  be  preser\'ed,  and 
tbey  be  permitted  to  do  accordingly." 

IS.  The  declaration  of  Marcus  Publius, 
the  son  of  Spurius.  and  of  Marcus,  the  son  of 
Marcus,  and  of  Lucius,  the  son  of  Publius: 
— "  We  went  to  the  proconsul,  and  informed 
him  of  \\  hat  Dositheus,  the  son  of  Cleopatrida 
of  Alexandria,  desired,  that,  if  he  thought 
pood,  he  would  dismiss  those  Jews  who  were 
Human  citizens,  and  were  wont  to  observe 
the  rites  of  the  Jewish  religion,  on  account 
of  the  superstition  they  were  under.  Ac- 
cordingly he  did  dismiss  them.  This  was 
done  before  the  thirteenth  of  the  calends  of 
October," 

19.  "In  the  month  Quintilis,  when  Lu- 
cius Lentulus  and  Caius  Marcellns  were  con- 
stils;  and  there  were  present  Titus  Appius 
Balbus,  the  son  of  Titus,  lieutenant  of  the 
Horatian  tribe,  Titus  Tongius  of  the  Crus- 
tumine  tribe,  Quintus  Resius,  the  son  of  Quin- 
tus,  Titus  Pompeius.  the  son  of  Titus,  Cor- 
nelius LoBginus,  Caius  Servilius  Bracchus, 
the  son  of  Caius.  a  military  tribune,  of  the 
Terentine  tribe,  Publius  Clusius  Galius.  the 
eon  of  Publius,  of  the  Veturian  tribe,  Caius 
Teutius,  the  son  of  Caius,  a  military  tribune, 
of  the  Emilian  tribe,  Sextus  Atilius  Serranus. 
the  son  of  Sextus.  of  the  Esquiline  tribe, 
Caius  Poinpeius,  the  son  of  Ciiius,  of  the  Sah- 
l>atine  tribe,  Titus  Appius  Mcnaui-er,  the  sou 


of  Titus,  Publius  ServiKus  Strabo,  the  son  o' 
Publius,  Lucius  Paccius  Capito,  the  sou  of 
Lucius,  of  the  CoUine  tribe,  Aulus  F.:rins 
Tertius,  the  son  of  Aulus,  and  Appius  Me- 
iias.  In  the  presence  of  thccc  it  was  that 
Lentulus  pronounced  this  decree;  1  have  be- 
fore the  tribunal  dismissed  those  Jens  that 
are  Roman  citizens,  and  are  accustomed  to 
observe  the  sacred  rites  of  the  Jews  at  Ephe- 
>us,  on  account  of  the  superstition  they  are 
under." 

20.  "  The  magistrates  of  the  Laodiceans 
to  Caius  Rubilius,  the  son  of  Cains,  the  con- 
sul, setid  greeting.  Sopater,  the  ambassa- 
dor of  Ilyrcanus  the  high-priest,  hath  delivered 
IIS  an  epistle  from  thee,  whereby  he  lets  us 
know  that  certain  auibassadors  were  come 
from  Ilyrcanus,  the  high-priest  of  the  Jews, 
and  brought  an  epistle  written  concerning 
their  nation,  wherein  they  desire  that  the 
Jews  may  be  allowed  to  observe  their  Sab- 
baths and  other  sacred  rites,  according  to  the 
laws  of  their  forefathers,  and  that  ti.ey  may 
be  under  no  command,  because  they  are  onr 
friends  and  confederates;  and  that  nobody 
may  injure  them  in  our  provinces.  Kow  al- 
though the  Trallians  there  present  contra- 
dicted them,  and  were  not  pleased  with  these 
decrees,  yet  didst  thou  give  order  that  they 
should  be  observed,  and  informed  us  that 
thou  hadst  been  desired  to  write  this  to  us 
about  them.  We  therefore  in  obedience  to 
the  injunctions  we  have  received  from  thee, 
have  received  the  epistle  which  thou  sentcst 
us,  and  have  laid  it  up  by  itself  among  our 
public  records;  and  as  to  the  other  things 
about  which  thou  didst  send  to  us,  we  will 
take  care  that  no  complaint  be  made  against 
us." 

21.  "Publius  Ser\-ilius,  the  son  of  Publius, 
cf  the  Galban  tribe,  the  proconsul,  to  the  ma- 
gistrates, senate,  and  people  of  the  Melesians, 
sendeth  greeting.  Prytanes,  the  son  of  Her- 
mes, a  citizen  of  yours,  came  to  me  when  I 
Has  at  Tralles,  and  held  a  court  there,  and 
informed  me  that  you  used  the  Jews  in  a  way 
different  from  my  opinion,  and  forbade  them 
to  celebrate  their  Sabbaths,  and  to  perform  the 
sacred  rites  received  from  their  forefathers, 
and  to  manage  the  fruits  of  the  earth  accord-^ 
inp  to  their  ancient  custom;  and  that  he  had 
himself  been  the  promulger  of  your  decree, 
according  as  your  laws  require ;  I  would 
therefore  have  you  know,  that  upon  hearing 
the  pleadings  on  both  sides,  1  gave  sentence 
that  the  Jews  should  not  be  prohibited  to 
make  use  of  their  own  customs." 

22.  The  decree  of  those  of  Pergamus: — 
'■  M'hen  Cratippus  was  prytanis,  on  the  first 
day  of  the  month  Desius,  the  decree  of  the 
pretors  was  this:  Since  the  Romans,  follow- 
ing the  conduct  of  their  ancestors,  undertake 
dangers  for  the  common  safety  of  all  man- 
kind, and  are  ambitious  to  settle  their  confe- 
derates and  tneiius  in  happiness,  and  in  nrm 
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peace,  and  since  the  nation  of  the  Jews,  and 
•heir  high-priest  Hjrcanus,  sent  as  ambassa- 
dors to  them,  Strato,  the  son  of  Theodatus, 
dnd  ApoUonius,  the  son  of  Alexander,  and 
Eneas,  the  son  of  Antipater,  and  Aristobulus, 
th>i  son  of  Aniyntas,  and  Sosipater,  the  son 
of  Philip,  worthy  and  good  men,  who  gave  a 
particular  account  of  their  affairs,  the  senate 
thereupon  air.de  a  decree  about  what  they  had 
desired  of  theni,  that  Antiochus  the  king,  the 
son  of  Antiochus,  should  do  no  injury  to  the 
Jews,  the  confederates  of  the  Romans;  and 
that  the  fortresses  and  the  havens,  and  the 
country,  and  whatsoever  else  he  had  taken 
from  them,  should  be  restored  to  them;  and 
that  it  may  be  lawful  for  them  to  export  their 
goods  out  of  their  own  havens;  and  that  no 
king  nor  people  may  have  leave  to  export  any 
goods,  either  out  of  the  country  of  Judea,  or 
out  of  their  havens,  without  paying  customs, 
but  only  Ptolemy,  the  king  of  Alexandria, 
because  he  is  our  confederate  and  friend ;  and 
that,  according  to  their  desire,  the  garrison 
that  is  in  Joppa  may  be  ejected.  Now  Lu- 
cius Pettius,  one  of  our  senators,  a  worthy 
and  good  man,  gave  order  tJiat  we  should 
take  care  that  these  things  should  be  done 
according  to  the  senate's  decree:  and  that  we 
should  take  cute  also  that  their  ambassadors 
Blight  return  home  in  safety.  Accordingly 
we  admitted  Thcodorus  into  our  senate  and 
assembly,  and  took  the  epistle  out  of  liis  hands, 
as  well  as  the  decree  of  the  senate;  and  as  he 
discoursed  with  great  zeal  about  the  lews,  and 
described  Hyrcanus'a  virtue  and  generosity, 
and  how  he  was  a  benefactor  to  all  men  in 
common,  and  particularly  to  every  body  that 
comes  to  him,  we  laid  up  the  epistle  in  our 
public  records;  and  made  a  decree  ourselves, 
that  since  we  also  are  in  confederacy  with  the 
Romans,  we  would  do  every  thing  we  could 
for  the  Jews,  according  to  the  senate's  decree. 
Theodoras  also,  who  brought  the  epistle,  de- 
tired  of  our  prators,  that  they  would  send 
Hvrcanus  a  copy  of  that  decree,  as  also  am- 
bassadors to  signify  to  him  the  affection  of 
our  people  to  him,  and  to  exhort  them  to 
preserve  and  augment  their  friendship  for  us, 
and  be  ready  to  bestow  other  benefits  upon 
us.  as  justly  expecting  to  receive  proper  re- 
quitals from  us;  and  desiring  them  to  remem- 
ber that  our  ancestors'  were  friendly  to  the 

•  We  have  here  ft  most  remarVable.  and  authentic  at- 
(e»latinn  of  the  citiEeni:  of  Pereamtis,  that  Abraham  was 
lur  (alder  of  all  the  Hebrews;  that  their  own  ancestors 
ivrre.in  tlie  oldfst  tiimrs,  the  fri,fnils  of  those  Hebrews; 
and  that  the  ptiblic  acts  of  their  city,  then  extant,  con- 
firroe.1  th^  same;  which  evideore  is  too  strong  to  be 
evaded  by  our  present  ignorance  of  the  particular  occa- 
sion of  such  ancient  friendship  anfl  alliance  betwfeu 
thOH?  p^^iple.  See  the  liLe  full  evidence  nf  the  kindrnd 
t(  the  lA<'4^etnoaiacis  and  the  Jews;  and  that  because 
they  were  both  the  pwterity  of  Abr:»ham.  by  a  public  epis- 
tle of  llio'^  peoph-tothe  Jews,  pp^ffved  in  the  rirst  book 
et  the  .Maccabees,  xii.  IM— -JS,  and  thence  by  Joseplms, 
Antiq.  b.  xiuch.iv  sect.  1*^;  buih  -.vliich  authentic  records 
are  hielilv  valuable.  It  is  also  well  worthy  of  ohservalton. 
Wh;%t  Mo^s  Churentnsis  the  principal  Armenian  histo- 
kUu.  lu^urms  us  of.  p.  KJ.  that  Ar^acrs.  who  raised  Ibc 


Jews,  even  in  the  days  of  Abraham,  who  was 
the  father  of  all  the  Hebrews,  as  we  have  [also] 
found  it  set  down  in  our  public  records." 

23.  The  decree  of  those  of  Halicarnassus. 
"  When  Memnon,  the  son  of  Orestidas  by 
descent,  but  by  adoption  of  Euonymous,  was 
priest,  on  the  *"  day  of  the  month  Ariste- 
rion,  the  decree  of  the  people,  upon  the  re- 
presentation of  Marcus  Alexander,  was  this: 
Since  we  have  ever  a  great  regard  to  piety 
towards  God,  and  to  holiness ;  and  since  wc 
aim  to  follow  the  people  of  the  Romans,  who 
are  the  benefactors  of  all  men,  and  what  they 
have  written  to  us  about  a  league  of  friend- 
ship and  mutual  assistance  between  the  Jews 
and  our  city,  and  that  their  sacred  offices  and 
accustomed  festivals  and  assemblies  may  be 
observed  hy  them;  we  have  decreed,  that  as 
many  men  and  women  of  the  Jews  as  are 
willing  so  to  do,  may  celebrate  their  Sab- 
baths, and  perform  their  holy  offices,  accord- 
ing to  the  Jewish  laws;  and  may  make  their 
proseuchiB  at  the  sea-side,  according  to  the 
customs  of  their  forefathers;  and  if  any  one, 
whether  he  be  a  magistrate  or  a  private  per- 
son, hindereth  them  from  so  doing,  he  shall 
be  liable  to  a  fine,  to  be  applied  to  the  uses 
of  the  citv." 

24.  Tlie  decree  of  the  Sardiars.  "  This 
decree  was  made  by  the  senate  and  people, 
upon  the  representation  of  the  praetors : — 
Whereas  those  Jews  who  are  our  fellow-citi- 
zens, and  live  with  us  in  this  city,  have  ever 
had  great  benefits  heaped  upon  them  by  the 
people,  and  have  come  now  into  the  senate, 
and  desired  of  the  people,  that  upon  the  resti- 
tution of  their  law  and  their  liberty,  by  the 
senate  and  people  of  Rome,  they  may  assem- 
ble together,  according  to  their  ancient  legal 
custom,  and  that  we  will  not  bring  any  suit 
against  them  about  it;  and  that  a  place  may 
be  given  them  where  they  may  have  their  con- 
gregations with  their  wives  and  children,  and 
may  offer,  as  did  their  forefathers,  their  pray- 
ers and  sacrifices  to  God.  Now  the  senate 
and  people  have  decreed  to  permit  them  to 
iissenible  together  on  the  days  formerly  ap- 
pointed, and  to  act  according  to  their  own 
laws;  and  that  such  a  place  be  set  apart  for 
them  by  the  pra;tors,  for  the  building  and  in- 
habiting the  same,  as  they  shall  esteem  fit  for 
that  purpose:  and  that  those  that  take  care  of 
the  provisions  for  the  city,  shall  ttke  care  that 
such  sorts  of  food  as  they  esteem  fit  for  their 
eating,  may  be  imported  into  the  city. 

25.  The  decree  of  the  Ephesians.  "When 
.Menophilus  was  prytanis,  on  the  first  day  of 
the  month  Artemisius,  this  decree  was  made 
oy  the  people: — Nicanor,  the  son  of  Euphe- 
mus,  pronounced  it.  upon  the  representation 
of  the  praetors.     Since  the  Jews  that  dwell 

Tarthian  empire,  was  of  the  sect  tf  Abraham  hy  Kcto- 
rah;  and  that  therthy  was  accociplisliL-*!  that  prediction 
wb;cb  said.  '•  Kings  of  nations  ebaU  proceed  from  thee," 
Geo.  XTii.  6, 


388 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS. 


BOOK  XTT 


in  this  city  have  petitioned  Marcus  Julias 
Pompeius,  tlie  son  of  Brutus,  the  proconsul, 
that  they  might  be  allowed  to  observe  their 
Sabbaths,  and  to  act  in  all  things  according 
to  the  customs  of  their  forefathers,  without 
impediment  from  any  body,  the  prsetor  hath 
granted  their  petition.  Accordingly,  it  was 
decreed  by  the  senate  and  people,  that  in  this 
alTaix  that  concerned  the  Romans,  no  one  of 
them  should  be  hindered  from  keeping  the 
Sabbath-day,  nor  be  fined  for  so  doing;  but 
that  they  may  be  allowed  to  do  all  things  ac- 
cording to  their  own  laws." 

26.  Now  there  are  many  such  decrees  of 
the  senate  and  imperatorg  of  the  Romans," 
and  those  different  from  these  before  us,  which 
have  been  made  in  favour  of  Hyrcanus,  and 
of  our  nation ;  aj^  also,  there  have  been  more 
decrees  of  the  cities,  and  rcsrripts  of  the  pne- 
tors  to  such  epistles  as  concerned  our  rights 
and  privileges;  and  certainly  such  as  are  not 
ill-disposed  to  what  wo  wriu-,  may  bcUcve  that 
they  are  all  to  this  purpose,  and  that  by  the 
specimens  which  we  have  inserted  :  for  since 
we  have  produced  evident  marks  that  may  still 
be  seen,  of  the  friendship  we  have  had  with 
the  Romans,  and  demonstrated  that  those 
marks  are  engraven  upon  columns  and  tables 
of  brass  in  the  capitol,  that  arc  still  in  being, 
and  preserved  to  this  day,  we  have  omitted  to 
set  them  all  down,  as  needless  and  disagree- 
able; for  I  cannot  suppose  any  one  so  per- 
verse as  not  to  believe  the  friendship  we  have 
had  with  the  Romans,  while  they  have  de- 
monstrated the  same  by  such  a  great  number 
of  their  decrees  relating  to  us  ;  nor  will  they 
doubt  of  our  iideUty  as  to  the  rest  of  these 
decrees,  since  we  have  shown  the  same  in 
those  we  have  produced.  And  thus  have  we 
sufficiently  explained  that  friendship  and  con- 
federacy we  at  those  times  bad  with  the  Ro- 


*  I/we  compare  Josephue'p  promiM  in  sect.  1.  to  pro- 
duce all  the  pablic  denrep  of  the  Hnmnn?  in  favour  of 
the  Jews,  with  hi*  excuse  here  for  omitting  miwy  of 
them,  we  may  observe,  that  when  he  came  to  transcribe 
all  those  decrees  he  had  coUecteti,  he  found  them  so  nu- 
merous that  he  thought  he  should  too  much  tire  his 
readers  if  be  had  attempted  it.  which  he  thought  a  su^ 
ficient  apology  for  his  omitting  the  rest  of  them  :  yet 
do  tho*e  by  him  produced  hffurd  such  a  strong  confir- 
mation to  his  history,  and  pve  such  great  light  to  even 
the  Rnxnan  antiquities  themselves,  that  1  believe  the 
curiooB  are  not  a  little  Eorry  for  such  bis  omissions. 


CHAPTER  XL 

Bf  W  MAKCCSf  SUCCEEDED  SEXTU3  WHEN  Bf 

had  been  slain  by  bassus's  treachery, 
and  how,  after  the  death  or  c-esae, 
cassius  came  into  syria,  and  distbessbb 
judea;  as  also,  how  malichts  slew 
antipateb,  and  was  himself  slain  by 

UEBOD. 

§  1.  Now  it  SO  fell  out  that  about  this  very 
time  the  affairs  of  Syria  were  in  great  disor- 
der, and  this  on  the  occasion  following:  Ce- 
cilius  Bassus,  one  of  Pompey's  party,  laid  a 
treacherous  design  against  Sextus  Casar,  and 
slew  him,  and  then  took  his  army,  and  got 
the  management  of  public  affairs  into  his  own 
hand;  so  there  arose  a  great  war  about  Apa. 
mia,  while  Caesar's  generals  came  against  him 
with  an  army  of  horsemen  and  footmen ;  to 
these  Antipater  sent  also  succours,  and  his 
sons  with  them,  as  calling  to  mind  the  kind- 
nesses they  had  received  from  C«sar,  and  on 
that  account  he  thought  it  but  just  to  require 
punishment  for  him,  and  to  take  vengeance 
on  the  man  that  had  murdered  him.  And 
as  the  war  was  drawn  out  into  a  great  length, 
Marcus  came  from  Rome  to  take  Sextus's 
government  upon  him;  but  Caesar  was  slain 
by  Cassius  and  Brutus  in  the  senate-bouse, 
after  he  had  retained  the  government  three 
years  and  six  months.  This  fact,  however, 
is  related  elsewhere. 

2.  As  the  war  that  arose  upon  the  death 
of  Caesar  was  now  begun,  and  the  principa! 
men  were  all  gone,  some  one  way,  and  some 
another,  to  raise  armies,  Cassius  came  from 
Rome  into  Syria,  in  order  to  receive  the 
[army  that  lay  in  the]  camp  at  Apamia;  and 
having  raised  the  siege,  he  brought  over  both 
Bassus  ami  Marcus  to  his  party.  He  then 
went  over  the  cities,  and  got  together  wea- 
pons and  soldiers,  and  laid  great  taxes  upon 
those  cities;  and  he  chicliy  oppressed  Judea, 
and  exacted  of  it  seven  hundred  talents:  hut 
Antipater,  when  he  saw  the  state  to  be  in  so 
great  consternation  and  disorder,  he  divided 
the  collection  of  that  sum,  and  appointed  his 
sons  to  gather  it ;  and  so  that  part  of  it  wa» 
to  be  exacted  by  Malichus,  who  was  ill-dis- 
posed to  him,  and  part  by  others.  And  be- 
cause Herod  did  exact  what  is  required  of 
him  from  Galilee  before  others,  he  was  in  the 
greatest  favour  with  Cassius;  for  be  thought 
it  a  part  of  prudence  to  cultivate  a  friendship 
with  the  Romans,  and  to  gain  their  good-will 
at  the  expense ^f  others;  whereas  the  cura- 
tors of  tbe  other  cities,  with  their  citizens, 
were  sold  for  slaves;    and  Cassius  reduced 


4  For  Marcus.  Ibis  president  of  Syria,  sent  as  sucees* 
tor  to  Sextus  Ca;&ar.  Ihr  Roman  historians  require  Ls  tt 
read  "  Murcus"  in  Jnsephus.  and  this  perpetually,  K,tJi 
In  these  Aaliquilies  and  ui  bis  Ht&tun  oC  tbA  W'mf,.  «a 
telcamed  g^neraili  aj^ree,  _ 
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four  cit'iefi  into  a  state  of  slavery,  the  two  most 
|>otcnt  of  which  were  Gophna  and  Emmaus; 
and,  besides  these,  Lydia  and  Thamna.  Nay, 
Cassius  was  so  very  angry  at  Malichus,  that 
he  had  kilted  him  (for  he  assaulted  him),  had 
not  Hyrcanus,  by  the  means  of  Antipatcr, 
sent  him  an  hundred  talents  of  his  own,  and 
thereby  pacified  his  anger  against  him. 

3.  But  after  Cassius  was  gone  out  of  Ju- 
dca,  Malichus  laid  snares  for  Antipater,  as 
thinking  that  his  death  would  be  the  preser- 
vation of  Hyrcanus's  government;  but  his 
design  was  not  unknown  to  Antipatcr,  which, 
when  he  perceived,  he  retired  beyond  Jordan, 
and  got  together  an  army,  partly  of  Arabs, 
anil  partly  of  his  own  countrymen.  How- 
ever, Mulichus  being  one  of  gfreat  cunning, 
denied  that  he  had  laid  any  snares  for  him, 
and  made  his  defence  with  an  oath,  both  to 
himseir  and  his  sons ;  and  said  that  while 
Phasaelus  had  a  garrison  in  Jerusalem,  and 
Herod  had  the  weapons  of  war  in  his  custody, 
he  could  never  have  thought  of  any  such 
thing.  So  Antipatcr,  perceiving  the  distress 
that  Malichus  was  in,  was  reconciled  to  him, 
and  made  an  agreement  with  him ;  this  was 
when  Marcus  was  president  of  Syria;  who 
yet  perceiving  that  this  Malichus  was  uia- 
king  a  disturbance  in  Judea,  proceeded  so 
far  that  he  had  almost  killed  him ;  but  still, 
at  the  intercession  of  Antipater,  he  saved 
him. 

4.  However,  Antipater  little  thought  that 
by  saving  Malichus,  he  had  saved  his  own 
murderer;  for  now  Cassius  and  Marcus  had 
got  together  an  army,  and  intrusted  the  entire 
care  of  it  with  Herod,  and  made  him  general 
of  the  forces  of  Celesyria,  and  gave  him  a  fleet 
of  ships,  and  an  army  of  horsemen  and  foot- 
men ;  and  promised  him,  that  after  the  war 
was  over  they  would  make  him  king  of  Judea  ; 
for  a  war  w;is  already  begun  between  Antony 
and  the  younger  Ca?sar ;  but  as  MaUchus  was 
most  afraid  of  Antipater,  he  took  him  out  of 
the  way  ;  and  by  the  oflfer  of  money  persuaded 
the  butler  of  Hyrcanus,  with  whom  they 
were  both  to  feast,  to  kill  him  by  poison.  This 
being  done,  and  he  having  armed  men  with 
him,  settled  the  affairs  of  the  city.  But  when 
Antipater's  sons,  Herod  and  Phasaelus,  wore 
acquainted  with  this  conspiracy  against  their 
father,  and  had  indignation  at  it,  Malichus 
denied  all,  and  utterly  renounced  any  know- 
Ictige  of  the  murder.  And  thus  died  Atitipa- 
tet',  a  man  that  had  distinguished  himself  for 
piety  and  justice,  and  love  to  his  country. 
And  whereas  one  of  his  sons,  Herod,  resolved 
immediately  to  revenge  their  father's  death, 
and  was  coming  upon  Malichus  with  an  army 
for  that  purpose,  the  elder  of  his  sons,  Pha- 
saelus, thought  it  best  rather  to  get  this  man 
into  their  hands  by  policy,  lest  they  should 
appear  to  begin  a  civil  war  in  the  country ; 
>o  he  accepted  of  M:dichus's  defence  for  hiip- 
self,  and  pretended  to  believe  him,  that  he  had 


had  no  hand  in  the  violent  death  of  Antipater 
his  father,  but  erected  a  fine  monument  for 
him.  Herod  also  went  to  Samaria;  and  when 
he  found  them  in  great  distress,  he  revived 
their  spirit*,,  and  composed  their  dilVcrcnccs. 

5.  However,  a  little  after  this,  Herod, 
upon  the  approach  of  a  festival,  came  with  his 
soldiers  into  the  city ;  whereupon  Malichus 
was  affrighted,  and  persuaded  Hyrcanus  not 
to  pennit  him  to  come  into  the  city.  Hyr- 
canus complied  ;  and,  for  a  pretence  of  exclud- 
ing him,  alleged,  that  a  rout  of  strangers  ought 
not  to  be  admitted  wliile  the  multitude  were 
purifying  themselves.  But  Herod  had  httle 
regard  to  the  messengers  that  were  sent  to  him, 
and  entered  the  city  in  the  night-time,  and 
affrighted  Malichus,  yet  did  he  remit  nothing 
of  his  former  dissimulation,  but  wept  for  Anti- 
pater, and  bewailed  him  as  a  friend  of  his, 
with  a  loud  voice;  but  Herod  and  his  friends 
thought  it  proper  not  openly  to  contradict 
Malichus's  hypocrisy,  but  to  give  him  tokens 
of  mutual  friendship,  in  order  to  prevent  his 
suspicion  of  them. 

£.  However,  Herod  sent  to  Cassius,  and  in- 
formed him  of  the  murder  of  his  father;  who 
knowing  what  sort  of  a  man  Malichus  was  as 
to  his  morals,  sent  him  back  word,  that  he 
should  revenge  his  father's  death;  and  also 
sent  privately  to  the  commanders  of  his  army 
at  Tyre,  with  orders  to  assist  Herod  in  the 
execution  of  a  very  just  design  of  his.  Now 
when  Cassius  had  taken  Laodicea,  they  all 
went  together  to  him,  and  carried  him  gar- 
lands and  money:  and  Herod  thought  that 
Malichus  might  bo  punished  while  he  was 
there;  but  he  was  somewhat  apprehensive  of 
the  thing,  and  designed  to  make  some  great 
attempt,  and  because  his  son  was  then  an  hos- 
tage at  Tyre,  he  went  to  that  city,  and  resolved 
to  steal  him  away  privately,  and  to  march 
thence  into  Judea:  and  as  Cassius  was  in 
haste  to  march  against  Antony,  he  thought  to 
bring  the  country  to  revolt,  and  to  procure 
the  government  for  himself.  But  Providence 
opposed  his  counsels;  and  Herod  being  a 
shrewd  man,  and  perceiving  what  his  inten- 
tion was,  he  sent  thither  beforehand  a  ser- 
vant, in  appearance  indeed  to  get  a  supper 
ready,  for  he  had  said  before,  that  he  would 
feast  thfm  all  there,  but  in  reahly  to  the  com- 
manders of  the  army,  whom  he  persuaded  to 
go  out  against  Malichus,  with  their  daggers. 
So  they  went  out  and  met  the  man  near  the 
city,  uj)on  the  sea-shore,  and  there  stabbed  him. 
Whereupon  Hyrcanus  was  so  astonished  at 
what  had  happened,  that  his  speech  failed 
him;  and  when,  after  some  difficulty,  he  bail 
recovered  himself,  he  asked  Herod  what  the 
matter  could  l>e,  and  who  it  was  that  slew 
Malichus ;  and  when  he  said  that  it  was  done 
l)y  the  command  of  Cassius,  he  commended 
the  action ;  for  that  Malichus  was  a  very 
wicked  man,  and  one  that  conspired  against 
his  own  country.     And  this  was  the  punish- 
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ment  that  was  inflicted  on  Malichus  for  what 
he  wickedly  did  lo  Antipater. 

7.  But  when  Cassias  was  marched  out  of 
Syria,  disturbances  arose  in  Judea:  for  Felix, 
who  was  left  at  Jerusalem  with  an  army, 
made  a  sudden  attempt  against  Phasaelus,  and 
the  people  themselves  rose  in  arms;  hut  He- 
rod w  ent  to  Fabius,  the  prefect  of  Damascus, 
and  was  desirous  to  run  to  his  brother's  assist- 
ance, but  was  hindered  by  a  distemper  that 
seized  upon  him,  till  Phasaelus  by  himself  had 
been  too  hard  for  Felix,  and  had  shut  him  up 
in  the  tower,  and  there,  on  certain  conditions, 
dismissed  him.  Phas;ieUis  also  complained  of 
Hyrcanus,  that  although  he  had  receded  a 
great  many  benefits  from  them,  yet  did  he 
support  their  enemies;  for  Malichus's  brother 
had  made  many  places  to  revolt,  and  kept  gar- 
risons in  them,  and  particularly  Slasada,  the 
strongest  fortress  of  them  all.  In  the  mean 
time,  Herod  was  recovered  of  his  disease, 
and  came  and  took  from  Felix  all  the  places  be 
bad  gotten;  and,  upon  certain  conditions,  dis- 
missed him  also. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

DEROD  rJFCTS  ANTIGOSDS,  THE  SON  OP 
AKISTOBILLS,  OIT  OF  JfDEA,  AND  GAINS 
THE  FRIENDSHIP  OF  ANTONV,  WHO  WAS 
NOW  COME  INTO  SYUIA,  BY  SENDING  HIM 
MCCH  MONEY;  ON  WHICH  ACCOUNT  HE 
WOCLD  NOT  ADMIT  OF  THOSE  THAT  WODLD 
HAVE  ACCUSED  HEUOD:  AND  WHAT  IT  WAS 
THAT  ANTONY  WROTE  TO  THE  TYBIANS  IN 
BEHALF  OF  THE  JEWS. 

§  I.  Now*  Ptolemy,  the  son  of  Menneus, 
brought  back  into  Judea,  Antigonus,  the  son 
of  Aristobulus,  w  ho  had  already  raised  an  army, 
and  had,  by  n.oney,  made  Fabius  to  be  his 
friend,  and  this  because  he  was  of  kin  to 
him.  Marion  also  gave  him  assistance.  He 
h..d  been  left  by  Cassius  to  tyrannize  over 
Tyre;  for  this  Cassius  was  a  man  that  seized 
on  S\  ria,  and  then  kept  it  under,  in  the  w  ay 
of  a  tyrant.  Marion  also  marched  into  Ga- 
lilee, which  lay  in  his  neighbourhood,  and 
took  three  of  its  fortresses,  and  put  garrisons 
irrto  them  to  keep  them.  But  when  Herod 
came,  he  took  all  from  him ;  but  the  T.\  rian 
garrison  he  dismissed  in  a  very  civil  maimer; 

•  In  this  and  the  foMnwine  chapters  the  reader  will 
(Hsily  rrmark.  bow  Ii-uiy  (Jrorovius  observes,  in  his  Doles 
nil  ilie  Btiman  decrees  in  favour  of  the  Jews,  ihal  their 
riehts.and  privileges  were  commonly  pnrchasfd  of  Ibe 
Ri-ii)»es  with  inorey.  Many  examples  of  tl^is  sort, 
bot'i  as  to  tie  Romans  and  others  in  authority,  will  oc- 
cur in  our  .losephus.  both  now  and  hereafter,  and  need 
not  he  tal^en  particnlar  notice  of  on  the  several  occa- 
sions in  these  notes.  Accordincly.  the  chief  captain  con- 
less«rs  to  .^t.  Panl.  that,  *wilh  a  ereat  snm  he  had  oh- 
tainrd  hi>  frcMloni'  (Acts  Kxii.  i8) ;  as  bed  St.  Paul's 
Bncestors.  ver^-  prul'abtjr.  pirrcha.s..d  IW  like  freedom  for 
•  thf  ir  family  hy  ninne),  as  the  same  author  justly  con- 
clu'^cs  alao. 


nay,  to  some  of  the  soldiers  he  made  presents 
out  of  the  good-will  be  bare  to  that  city. 
When  he  had  dispatched  these  affaire,  and 
was  gone  to  meet  Antigonus,  be  joined  bat- 
tle with  him,  and  beat  him,  and  drove  him 
out  of  Judea  presently,  when  he  was  just 
come  into  its  borders;  but  when  he  was  come 
to  Jerusalem,  Hyrcanus  and  the  people  put 
garlands  about  his  head;  for  he  had  already 
contracted  an  affinity  with  the  family  of  Hyr- 
canus by  having  espoused  a  descendant  of  his, 
and  for  that  reason  Herod  took  the  greater 
care  of  him,  as  being  to  marry  the  daughter 
of  Alexander,  the  son  of  Aristobulus.  and 
the  grand-daughter  of  Hyrcanus;  by  which 
wife  he  became  the  father  of  three  male  and 
two  female  children.  He  had  also  mairied 
before  this  another  w  ife,  out  of  a  lower  family 
of  his  owTi  nation,  whose  name  was  Doris,  by 
whom  he  had  his  eldest  son  Antipater. 

2.  Now  Antonius  and  Caesar  had  beaten 
Cassius  near  Philippi,  as  others  have  related ; 
but  after  the  victory,  Cipsar  went  into  Gaul 
[Italv],  and  Antony  marched  for  Asia,  who 
wheii  he  was  arrived  at  Bithynia,  he  had  am- 
bassadors that  met  him  from  all  parts.  The 
principal  men  also  of  the  Jews  came  thither, 
to  accuse  Phasaelus  and  Herod,  and  they  said 
that  Hyrcanus  had  indeed  the  appearance  of 
reigning,  but  that  these  men  had  all  the 
power;  but  Antony  paid  great  respect  to 
Herod,  who  was  come  to  him  to  make  his 
defence  against  his  accusers,  on  which  ac- 
count his  adversaries  could  not  so  much  as 
obtain  a  hearing;  which  favour  Herod  had 
gained  of  Antony  by  money;  but  still,  when 
Antony  was  come  to  Ephesus,  Hyrcanus, 
the  high-priest,  and  our  nation  sent  an  em- 
bassage to  him,  which  carried  a  crown  of  gold 
with  them,  and  desired  tha(t  he  would  write 
to  the  governors  of  the  pro-inces,  to  set  those 
Jews  free  who  had  been  carried  captive  by 
Cassius,  and  this  without  their  having  fought 
against  him,  and  to  restore  them  that  coun- 
try which,  in  the  days  of  Cassius,  had  been 
taken  from  them.  Antony  thought  the  Jews" 
desires  ivere  just,  and  wrote  immediately  to 
H\rcanus,  and  to  the  Jews.  He  also  sent, 
at  the  same  time,  a  decree  to  the  Tyrians ; 
the  contents  of  which  were  to  the  same  pur- 
pose. 

3.  "  Marcus  Antonius,  imperator,  to  Hyr- 
canus the  high-priest  and  ethnarch  of  the 
Jews,  sendeth  greeting.  If  you  be  in  health, 
it  is  well;  I  am  also  in  health,  with  the  army. 
I.\simarhu5,  the  son  of  Pausanias,  and  Jose- 
plius,  the  son  of  Menneus,  and  Alexander, 
the  son  of  Thcodorus,  your  ambassadors,  met 
i  me  at  Ephesus,  and  have  renewed  the  embas- 
-:ige  which  they  had  formerly  been  upon  at 
Rome,  and  have  diligently  acquitted  them- 
selves of  the  present  embassage,  which  thou 
ami  thy  nation  have  intrusted  to  them,  and 
have  fully  declared  the  good-will  thou  hast 
for  us-     I   am    therefore    satisfied,  both   by 
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your  actions  and  your  words,  that  you  are  ', 
well  disposed  to  us;  and  I  understand  that 
your  conduct  of  life  is  constant  and  religious; 
CO  I  reckon  you  as  our  own;  but  when  those 
that  were  adversaries  to  you,  and  to  the  Ro- 
man people,  abstained  neither  from  cities  nor 
temples,  and  did  not  observe  the  agreement 
they  had  confirmed  by  oath,  it  was  not  only 
on  aci'ount  of  our  contest  with  them,  but  on 
account  of  all  mankind  in  common,  that  we 
have  titken  vengeance  on  those  who  have  been 
the  authors  of  f,'reat  injustice  towards  men, 
and  of  great  wickedness  towards  the  gods; 
for  the  sake  of  which  we  suppose  that  it  was 
that  the  sun  turned  away  his  light  from  us,* 
as  unwilling  to  view  the  horrid  crime  they 
were  f>iilty  of  in  the  case  of  Casar.  We 
have  also  overcome  their  conspiracies,  which 
threatened  the  gods  themselves,  which  Mace- 
donia received,  as  it  is  a  climate  peculiarly 
proper  for  impious  and  insolent  attempts ; 
and  we  have  overcome  that  confused  rout  of 
men,  half  mad  with  spite  against  us,  which 
they  gilt  together  at  Philippi,  in  Alaccdonia, 
when  they  seized  on  the  places  that  were  pro- 
per for  their  pur|>ose,  and,  as  it  were,  walled 
them  round  with  mountains  to  the  very  sea, 
and  vvhere  the  passage  was  open  only  through 
a  single  gate.  This  victory  we  gaine<l,  be- 
Ciiuse  the  gods  bad  condemned  those  men  for 
their  wicked  enterprises.  Now  Drutus,  when 
he  bn<l  ded  as  far  as  Philippi,  was  shut  up  by 
us,  and  bec;nne  a  partaker  of  the  same  perdi- 
tion with  Cassius ;  and  now  these  have  re- 
reived  their  punishment,  we  suppose  that  we 
oiay  enjoy  peace  for  the  time  to  come,  and 
that  Asia  may  be  at  rest  from  war.  We 
therefore  m:ike  that  peace  which  (lod  hath 
given  IIS  rnininun  to  our  confederates  also, 
insomuch  that  the  body  of  Asia  is  now  reco- 
vered out  of  that  distemper  it  was  under  by 
means  of  our  victory.  I  therefore,  bearing 
ill. mind  both  tbee  and  your  nation,  shall  take 
rare  of  what  may  be  for  your  advantage.  I 
have  also  sent  epistles  in  writing  Xit  the  seve- 
ral cities,  that  if  any  persons,  whether  free- 
tneu  or  bondmen,  have  been  sold  under  the 
spear  by  Caius  Cassius  or  his  subordinate 
olfieers,  they  may  be  set  free;  and  I  will 
that  you  kindly  make  use  of  the  favours 
which  I  and  Dolaliella  have  granted  you.  I 
also  forbid  the  Tyriaiis  to  use  any  violence 
with  you;  and  for  what  places  of  the  .Tews 
they  now  possess,  I  order  them  to  restore 
them.  I  have  withal  accepted  of  the  crown 
which  thou  scntest  me." 

4.  **^Iarcus  Antonius,  imperator,  to  the 
magistrates,  senate,  and  people  of  Tyre,  send- 
eth  greeting.      The  ambassadors  of  Hyrcanus, 

•  This  clause  phinly  alhi.tes  to  that  well-known  but 
unusual  and  very  hint;  d.irkness  of  tht  sun,  whiih  li.ip- 
prnri]  upon  the  imirder  of  Julius  Ciesar  by  Brums  and 
Cassius;  which  is  Rnatly  taken  notice  of  by  Virgil, 
I'liny.  and  other  Hooi  ii  aiiihors.  See  Virp '!.  Gfur- 
fit-s.hdotL  i.  ju«l  belore  Ibe  eud ;  aUQ  Pliny's  Nat.  iiist. 
Luilk  ii.ct].  xnx. 


the  high-priest  and  ethnarch  [of  the  Jews], 
appeared  before  me  at  Ephesus,  and  told  me 
that  you  are  in  possession  of  part  of  their 
country,  which  you  entered  upon  under  the 
government  of  our  adversaries.  Since,  there- 
fore, we  have  undertaken  a  war  for  the  ob- 
taining the  government,  and  have  taken  care 
to  do  what  was  agreeable  to  piety  and  justice, 
and  have  brought  to  punishment  those  that 
had  neither  any  remembrance  of  the  kindness 
they  had  received,  nor  have  kept  their  oaths, 
I  will  that  you  be  at  peace  with  those  that 
are  our  confederates;  as  also,  that  what  you 
have  taken  by  the  means  of  our  adversaries 
shall  not  be  reckoned  your  own,  but  be  re- 
turned to  those  from  whom  you  took  them; 
for  none  of  them  took  their  provinces  or  their 
armies  by  the  gift  of  the  senate,  but  they 
seized  them  by  force,  and  bestowed  them  by 
violence  upon  such  as  became  useful  to  them 
in  their  unjust  proceedings.  Since,  there- 
fore, those  men  have  received  the  punishment 
due  to  them,  we  desire  that  our  confederates 
may  retain  whatsoever  it  was  that  they  for- 
merly possessed  without  disturbance,  and  that 
you  restore  all  the  places  which  belong  to 
ilyrcanus,  the  ethnarch  of  the  Jews,  which 
you  have  had,  though  it  were  but  one  day 
before  Caius  Cassius  began  an  unjustifiable 
war  against  us,  and  entered  into  our  pro- 
vince; nor  do  you  use  any  force  against  him, 
1,1  order  to  weaken  him,  that  he  may  not  be 
able  to  dispose  of  that  which  is  his  own;  but 
if  you  have  any  contest  with  him  about  your 
respective  rights,  it  shall  he  lawful  for  you  to 
plead  your  cause,  when  we  come  upon  the 
places  concerned,  for  we  shall  alike  preserve 
the  rights,  and  hear  all  the  causes,  of  our 
confederates."    • 

5.  "  Marcus  Antonius,  imperator,  to  the 
magistrates,  senate,  and  people  of  Tyre,  senil- 
eth  greeting.  I  have  sent  you  my  dicree,  of 
which  I  will  that  ye  take  care  that  it  be  en- 
graven on  the  public  tables,  in  Romiin  and 
Greek  letters,  and  that  it  stand  engraven  in 
the  most  illustrious  places,  that  it  may  be 
read  liy  all.  Marcus  Antonius,  imperator. 
one  of  the  triumvirate  over  the  public  affairs, 
made  this  declaration: — .Since  Caius  Cassius, 
in  this  revolt  he  hath  made,  hath  pillaged 
that  province  which  helonged  not  to  him,  and 
was  held  by  garrisons  there  eni^mped,  while 
they  were  our  confederates,  and  hath  spoiled 
that  nation  of  the  Jews  which  was  in  friend- 
ship with  the  Roman  people,  as  in  war;  and 
since  we  have  overcome  his  madness  by  arms, 
we  now  correct,  by  our  decrees  and  judicial 
determinations,  what  he  hath  laid  waste,  that 
those  things  may  be  restored  to  our  confede- 
rates ;  and  as  for  what  hath  been  sold  of  the 
Jewish  possessions,  whether  they  be  bodies  or 
possessions,  let  them  be  released ;  the  bodies 
into  that  state  of  freedom  they  were  origi- 
nally in,  and  the  possessions  to  their  former 
owners.      I  also  w^ll,  that  he  who  shall  not 
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comply  with  this  decree  of  mine  shall  be 
punished  for  his  disobedience  ;  and  if  such  a 
one  be  caught,  I  will  take  care  that  the  offen- 
ders suffer  condign  punishment." 

6.  The  same  thing  did  Antony  write  to 
the  Sidonians,  and  the  Antiochians,  and  the 
Aradians.  We  have  produced  these  decrees, 
therefore,  as  marks  for  futurity  of  the  truth 
of  what  we  have  said,  that  the  Romans  had  a 
great  concern  about  our  nation. 


CHAPTER  Xin. 

sow  ANTOST  MADE  HEROD  AND  PBASAEIUS 
TETRABCHS,  AFTER  THEV  HAD  BEES  AC- 
CUSED TO  NO  PURPOSE  ;  AND  HOW  THE  PAR- 
THIANS,  WHEN  THEY  BEOCGHT  AXTIGOSCS 
IXTO  JCDEA,  TOOK  HTECANCS  AND  PHA- 
SAELCS  CAPTIVES.  HEEOd's  FLIGHT;  AND 
WHAT  AFFLICTIONS  BTRCANCS  AND  PUA- 
SAELC3    ENDURED. 

§  1.  When  after  this,  Antony  came  into  Sy- 
ria, Cleopatra  met  him  in  Cilicia,  and  brought 
him  to  fall  in  love  with  her.  And  there  came 
now  also  a  hundred  of  the  most  potent  of  the 
Jews  to  accuse  Herod  and  those  about  him,  and 
set  the  men  of  the  greatest  eloquence  among 
them  to  speak.  But  Messala  contradicted 
them,  on  behalf  of  the  young  men,  and  all  this 
in  the  presence  of  Hyrcanus,  who  was  He- 
rod's father-in-law*  already.  When  Antony 
had  heard  both  sides  at  Daphne,  he  asked 
Hyrcanus  who  they  were  that  governed  the 
nation  best  ?  He  replied,  Herod  and  his 
friends.  Hereupon  Antony,  by  reason  of  the 
old  hospitable  friendship  he  had  made  with 
his  father  [Antipater],  at  that  time  when  he 
was  with  Gabinius,  he  made  both  Herod  and 
Phasaelus  tetrarchs,  and  committed  the  public 
alfairs  of  the  Jews  to  them,  and  wrote  letters 
to  that  purpose.  He  also  bound  fifteen  of 
their  adversaries,  and  was  going  to  kill  them, 
but  that  Herod  obtained  their  pardon. 

*.  Yet  did  not  these  men  continue  qniet 
when  they  were  come  back,  but  a  thousand  of 
the  Jews  came  to  Tyre  to  meet  him  there, 
whither  the  report  was  that  he  would  come. 
But  Antony  was  corrupted  by  the  money 
which  Herod  and  his  brother  had  given  him ; 
and  so  he  gave  order  to  the  governor  of  the 
place  to  punish  the  Jewish  ambassadors,  who 
were  for  making  innovations,  and  to  settle 
the  government  upon  Herod ;  but  Herod  went 
out  hastily  to  them,  and  Hyrcanus  was  with 
him  (for  they  stood  upon  the  shore  before  the 
city);  and  he  charged  them  to  go  their  ways, 
because    great    mischief  would    befall    them 

*  We  may  here  take  notiee  that  espoupals  nlooe  were 
of  old  esteemed  ft  ?nffipientfi)Uiidfltion  for»ffinity.  Ilvr- 
canus  heinfr  horc  called  fatftcr'tn-fav.'  to  Herod,  becaiipe 
his  irrand-daughtcr  Mariamne  wa.5  betrothed  to  him, 
although  the  marriage  was  not  romplet«d  till  four 
y«arB  aOerwatds     Sea  Matt  L  IS. 


if  they  went  on  with  their  accusation.  Bu* 
they  did  not  acquiesce :  whereupon  the  Ro- 
mans ran  upon  tliem  with  their  daggers,  and 
slew  some,  and  wounded  more  of  them,  and 
the  rest  tied  away,  and  went  home,  and  lay 
still  in  great  consternation ;  and  when  the 
people  made  a  clamour  against  Herod,  Antony 
was  so  provoked  at  it,  that  he  slew  the  pn 
soners. 

3.  Now,  in  the  second  year,  Pacorus,  the 
king  of  Parthia's  son,  and  Baraapharnes,  a 
commander  of  the  Parthians.  possessed  them- 
selves of  Syria.  Ptolemy,  the  son  of  Men- 
nens,  also  was  now  dead,  and  Lysanias  his 
son  took  his  go\ernment,  and  made  a  league 
of  friendship  with  Antigonus,  the  son  of  Aris>- 
tobulus :  and  in  order  to  obtain  it,  matle  use 
of  that  commander,  who  had  a  great  interest 
in  him.  Now  Antigonus  had  promised  to 
give  the  Parthians  a  thousand  talents,  and  five 
hundred  women,  upon  condition  they  would 
lake  the  government  away  from  Hyrcanus, 
and  bestow  it  upon  him,  and  withal  kill  He- 
rod. And  although  he  did  not  give  them  what 
he  had  promised,  yet  did  the  Parthians  make 
an  expedition  into  Judea  on  that  account,  ani 
carried  Antigonus  with  them,  Pacorus  went 
along  the  maritime  parts ;  but  the  commandei 
Barzaphames,  through  the  miilland.  Now 
the  Tyrians  excluded  Pacorus ;  but  the  Sido* 
nians,  and  those  of  Ptolemais,  received  him. 
However,  Pacorus  sent  a  troop  of  horsemen 
into  Judea,  to  take  a  view  of  the  stale  of  the 
conntry,  and  to  assist  Antigonus;  and  sent 
also  the  king's  butler,  of  the  same  name  with 
himself.  So  when  the  Jews  that  dwelt  about 
mount  Cnrmel  came  to  Antigonus,  and  were 
ready  to  nrarch  with  him  into  Judea,  Anti- 
gonus hoped  to  get  some  part  of  the  country 
by  their  assistance.  The  place  is  catted 
Drymi ;  and  when  some  others  came  and  met 
them,  the  men  privately  felt  upon  Jeni.salem ; 
and  when  some  more  were  come  to  them.  Ihey 
got  together  in  great  numbers,  and  came 
against  the  king's  palart',  and  besieged  it. 
But  as  Phasaelus's  and  Hemd's  party  came 
to  the  other's  assistance,  antl  a  battle  happened 
between  them  in  the  market-place,  the  young 
men  beat  tlieir  enemies,  and  porsued  them 
into  the  temple,  and  sent  some  armed  men 
into  the  adjoining  houses,  to  keep  them  in, 
who  yet  Iwing  destitute  of  such  as  should  sup- 
port them,  were  burnt,  and  the  houses  with 
them,  by  the  people  who  rose  up  against  them. 
But  Herod  was  revenged  on  these  seditious 
adversaries  of  his  a  little  afterward  for  this 
injury  they  had  offered  liim,  when  he  fonght 
with  them,  and  slew  a  great  number  of  them. 

4.  But  while  there  were  daily  skirmishes, 
the  enemy  waited  for  the  coming  of  the  mul- 
titude out  of  tl>e  country  to  Pentecost,  a  feast 
of  ours  so  called;  and  when  that  day  was 
conie,  many  ten  thousands  of  the  people  were 
gathered  together  about  the  temple,  some  in 
armour,  and  some  witliout.     Now  those  that 
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came,  guarded  both  the  temple  and  the  city, 
excepting  what  belonged  to  the  palace,  which 
Herod  guarded  with  a  few  of  his  soldiers ; 
and  Phasaelus  had  the  charge  of  the  wail, 
while  Herod,  with  a  hotly  of  his  men,  sallied 
out  upon  the  enemy,  who  lay  in  the  suburbs, 
and  fought  courageously,  and  put  many  ten 
thousands  to  tlight,  some  flying  into  the  city, 
and  some  into  the  temple,  and  some  into  the 
outer  fortifications,  for  some  such  fortifica- 
tions there  were  in  that  place.  Phasaelus 
came  also  to  his  assistance;  yet  was  I*acorus, 
the  general  of  the  Parthians.  at  the  desire  of 
Antigonus,  admitted  into  the  city  %vith  a  few 
of  his  horsemen,  under  pretence  indeed  as  if 
he  would  still  the  sedition,  but  in  reality  to 
assist  Antigonus  in  obtaining  the  government. 
And  when  Phasaelus  met  him,  and  received 
him  kindly,  Pacorus  persuaded  him  to  go 
himself  as  ambassador  to  Barzapharnes,  which 
was  done  fraudulently.  Accordingly,  Phasae- 
lus, suspecting  no  harm,  complied  with  his 
.  proposal,  while  Herod  did  not  give  his  con- 
sent to  what  was  done,  because  of  the  perfi- 
diousness  of  those  barbarians,  but  desired 
Phasaelus  rather  to  fight  those  that  were 
come  into  the  city. 

5.  So  both  Hyrcanus  and  Phasaelus  went 
on  the  embassage  ;  but  Pacorus  left  with  Hc- 
rod'two  hundred  horsemen,  and  ten  men,  who 
were  called  the  ftrctttt;it ,-  and  conducted  the 
others  on  tlieir  journey  ;  and  when  they  were 
in  GalUce,  the  governors  of  the  cities  there 
met  them  in  their  arms.  Barzapharnes  also 
received  them  at  the  first  with  cheerfulness, 
and  made  them  presents,  though  he  afterwanl 
conspired  against  them  ;  and  Phasaelus  with 
his  horsemen  were  conducted  to  the  sea-siile  : 
but  when  they  heard  that  Antigonus  had  pro- 
mised to  give  the  Parthians  a  thousand  talents, 
and  five  hundred  women,  to  assist  him  against 
them,  they  soon  had  a  suspicion  of  the  bar- 
barians. Moreover,  there  was  one  who  in- 
formed them  that  snares  were  laid  for  them  by 
night,  w  hile  a  guard  came  about  them  secretly  ; 
and  they  had  then  been  seized  upon,  bad  they 
not  waited  for  the  seizure  of  Herod  by  the  Par- 
thians that  were  about  Jerusalem,  lest,  upon 
the  slaughter  of  Hyrcanus  and  Phasaelus,  he 
should  have  an  intimation  of  it,  and  escape 
out  of  their  hands.  ,\nd  these  were  the  cir- 
cumstances they  were  now  in  ;  and  they  saw 
who  they  were  that  guarded  them.  8ome 
persons  indeed  would  have  persuaded  Pha- 
saelus to  fly  away  immediately  on  horseback, 
and  not  to  stay  any  longer;  and  there  was 
one  Ophellius,  who  above  all  the  rest,  was 
earnest  with  him  to  do  so,  for  he  had  heard 
of  this  treachery  from  Saramalla,  the  richest 
of  all  the  Syrians  at  that  time,  who  also  pro- 
mised to  provide  him  ships  to  carry  him  off; 
for  the  sea  was  just  by  them :  but  he  had  no 
mind  to  desert  Hyrcanus,  nor  bring  his  bro- 
ther into  danger :  but  he  went  to  Barza- 
pharnes, and  told  him  he  did   not   act  justly 


when  he  made  such  a  contrivance  against 
them,  for  that  if  he  wanted  money,  he  would 
give  him  more  than  Antigonus;  and  besides, 
that  it  was  a  horrible  thing  to  slay  those  that 
came  to  him  upon  the  security  of  their  oaths, 
and  that  when  they  had  done  him  no  injury. 
But  the  barbarian  swore  to  him  that  there 
was  no  truth  in  any  of  his  suspicions,  bu 
that  ho  was  troubled  with  nothing  bu 
false  proposals,  and  then  went  away  to 
Pacorus. 

6.  But  as  soon  as  he  was  gone  awav,  some 
men  came  and  bound  Hyrcanus  and  Phasae- 
lus ;  while  Phasaelus  greatly  reproached  the 
Parthians  for  their  perjury.  However,  that 
butler  who  was  sent  against  Herod  had  it  in 
command  to  get  him  without  the  walls  of  Iho 
city,  and  seize  upon  him;  hut  messengers  had 
been  sent  by  Phasaelus  to  inform  Herod  of 
the  perfidiousness  of  the  Parthians  ;  and  when 
he  knew  that  the  enemy  had  seized  upon 
them,  he  went  to  Pacorus,  and  to  the  most 
potent  of  the  Parthians.  as  to  the  lords  of  the 
rest,  who  although  they  knew  the  whole  mat- 
ter, dissembled  with  him  in  a  deceitful  way  ; 
and  said  that  he  ought  to  go  out  with  tliiin 
before  the  walls,  and  meet  those  w-ho  were 
bringing  him  his  letters,  for  that  they  were 
not  taken  by  his  adversaries,  but  were  com- 
ing to  give  him  an  account  of  the  good  suc- 
cess Phas.iclus  had  had.  Herod  did  not  give 
credit  to  what  they  said  ;  for  he  had  heard 
that  his  brother  was  seized  upon  by  others 
also;  and  the  daughter  of  Hyrcanus,  whose 
daughter  he  had  espoused,  was  his  monitor 
also  [not  to  credit  them],  which  made  him 
still  more  sns]>icious  of  the  Parthians;  for 
although  other  people  did  not  give  heed  to 
her,  yet  did  he  believe  her,  as  a  woman  of 
very  great  wisdom. 

7.  Now  while  the  Parthians  were  in  con- 
sultation what  was  fit  to  be  done ;  for  they 
did  not  think  it  proper  to  make  an  open  at- 
tempt upon  a  person  of  his  character ;  and 
while  they  put  off  the  determination  to  the 
next  day,  Herod  was  under  great  disturbance 
of  mind;  and  rather  inclining  to  believe  tiie 
reports  he  heard  about  his  brother  and  the 
Parthians,  than  to  give  heed  to  what  was  said 
on  the  other  side,  he  determined,  that  when 
the  evening  came  on,  he  would  make  use  of 
it  for  his  flight,  and  not  make  any  longer 
delay,  as  if  the  dangers  from  the  enemy  were 
not  yet  certain.  He  therefore  removed  with 
the  armed  men  whom  he  had  with  him  ;  and 
set  his  wives  upon  ihe  beasts,  as  also  his  mo- 
ther, and  sister,  and  her  whom  he  w£s  about 
to  marry  [Mariamne],  the  daughter  of  .Alex- 
ander, the  son  of  Aristobulus,  with  her  mo- 
ther, the  daughter  of  Hyrcanus,  and  his 
youngest  brother,  and  .all  their  servants,  and 
the  rest  of  the  multitude  ttfat  was  with  him, 
and  without  the  enemy's  privity  pursued  his 
way  to  Idumea:  nor  could  any  enemy  of  his 
who  tlien  saw  him  in  this  case  be  so  hard 
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.  hearted,  but  would  have  commiserated  his 
.  fortune,  while  the  women  drew  along  their 
infant  children,  and  left  their  own  coimtrv, 
and  their  friends  in  prison,  with  tears  in  their 
eyes,  and  sad  lamentations,  and  in  expectation 
of  nothing  but  what  was  of  a  melancholy  na- 
ture. 

8.  But  for  Herod  himself,  he  raised  his 
mind  abo\'e  the  miserable  state  he  was'in,  and 
was  of  good  courage  in  the  midst  of  his  mis- 
fortunes; and,  as  he  passed  along,  he  bade 
them  every  one  to  be  of  good  cheer,  and  not 
to  give  themselves  up  U>  sorrow,  because  that 
would  binder  them  in  their  flight,  which  was 

now  the  only  hope  of  safety  that  they  had 

Accordingly,  they  tried  to  bear  with  patience 
the  calamity  they  were  imder,  as  he  exhorted 
them  to  do;  yet  was  he  once  almost  going  to 
kill  himself,  upon  the  overthroiv  of  a  waggon, 
and  the  danger  his  mother  was  then  in  of  be- 
ing killed;  and  this  on  two  accounts,  because 
of  his  great  concern  for  her,  and  because  he 
was  afraid  lest,  by  this  delay,  the  enemy  should 
overtake  him  in  the  pursuit;  but  as  he  was 
drawing  his  sword,  and  going  to  kill  himself 
therewith,  those  that  were  present  restrained 
him,  and  being  so  many  in  number,  were  too 
hard  for  him ;  and  told  him  that  he  ought  not 
to  desert  them,  and  leave  them  a  prey  to  their 
enemies,  for  that  it  was  not  the  part  of  a  brave 
man  to  free  himself  from  the  distresses  he  was 
in,  and  to  overlook  his  friends  that  were  in 
the  Siime  distress  also.  So  he  was  compelled 
to  let  that  horrid  attempt  alone,  partly  out  of 
shame  at  what  they  said  to  him,  and  partly 
out  of  regard  to  the  great  number  of  those 
that  would  not  permit  him  to  do  what  he 
intended.  So  he  encouraged  his  mother,  and 
took  all  the  care  of  her  the  time  would  allow, 
and  proceeded  on  the  way  he  proposed  to  gii 
with  the  utmost  haste,  and  that  was  to  the 
fortress  of  Masada.  And  as  he  had  many 
skirmishes  with  such  of  the  Parthians  as  at- 
tacked him  and  pursued  him,  he  was  conqueror 
in  them  all. 

9.  Nor  indeed  was  be  free  from  the  Jews 
all  along  as  he  was  in  his  flight :  for  by  the 
time  he  was  gotten  sixty  furlongs  out  of  the 
oitv,  and  was  upon  the  road,  they  fell  upon 
him,  and  fought  hand  to  hand  with  him,  whom 
he  also  put  to  flight,  and  overcame,  not  like 
one  that  was  in  distress  and  in  necessitv,  but 
like  one  that  was  excellently  prepared  for  war, 
and  had  what  he  wanted  in  great  plenty.  And 
in  this  very  place  where  he  overcame  the  Jews, 
it  was  that  he  some  time  afterwards  built  a 
niost  excellent  palace,  and  a  city  round  about 
it,  and  called  it  Herodium.  And  when  he 
was  come  to  Idumea,  at  a  place  called  Thres- 
sa,  his  brother  Joseph  met  him.  and  he  then 
held  a  council  to  take.idvice  about  all  his  af- 
fairs, and  what  was  6t  to  be  done  in  his  cir- 
cumstances, since  he  had  a  great  multitude 
that  followed  him,  besides  his  mercenary  sol- 
diers, and  the  place  Alusada,  whither  he  pro- 
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posed  to  fly,  was  too  small  to  contain  so  f^eat 
a  multitude ;  so  he  sent  away  the  greater  part 
of  his  company,  being  above  nine  thousand, 
and  bade  them  go,  some  one  way  and  some 
another,  and  so  save  themselves  in  Idumea, 
and  gave  them  what  would  buy  them  provi- 
sions in  their  journey.  But  he  took  with  him 
those  that  were  the  least  encumbered,  and 
were  most  intimate  with  him,  and  came  to  the 
fortress,  and  placed  there  his  wives  and  his 
followers,  being  eight  hundred  in  number, 
there  being  in  the  place  a  sufficient  quantitj 
of  corn  and  water,  and  other  necessaries,  and 
went  directly  for  Petra,  in  Arabia.  But  when 
it  was  day,  the  Parthians  plundered  all  Jeru- 
salem, and  the  palace,  and  abstained  from  no- 
thing but  Hyrcanus's  money,  which  was  three 
hundred  talents.  A  great  deal  of  Herod's 
money  escaped,  and  principally  all  that  the 
man  bad  been  so  provident  as  to  send  into 
Idumea  beforehand:  nor  indeed  did  what  was 
in  the  city  suffice  the  Parthians;  but  they 
went  out  into  the  country,  and  plundered  it,  ■ 
and  demolished  the  city  Marissa. 

10.  And  thus  was  Antigonus  brought  back 
into  Judea  by  the  king  of  the  Parthians,  and 
received  Hyrcanus  and  Phasaelus  for  his  pri- 
soners; but  he  was  greatly  cast  down  because 
the  women  had  escaped,  whom  he  intended 
to  have  given  the  enemy,  as  having  promised 
they  should  have  them,  v\-ith  the  money,  for 
their  reward:  but  being  afraid  that  Hyrcanus, 
who  was  under  the  guard  of  the  Parthians, 
might  have  his  kingdom  restored  to  him  by 
the  multitude,  he  cut  off  his  ears,  and  there- 
l)y  took  care  that  the  high-priesthood  should 
never  come  to  him  any  more,  because  he  was 
maimed,  while  the  law  required  that  this  dig- 
riity  should  belong  to  none  but  such  as  had 
all  their  members  entire.*  But  now  one  can. 
not  but  here  admire  the  fortitude  of  Phasae- 
lus, who,  perceiving  that  he  was  to  be  put  to 
death,  did  not  think  death  any  terrible  thing 
at  all ;  but  to  die  thus  by  the  means  of  his 
enemy,  this  he  thought  a  most  pitiable  and 
dishonourable  thing,  and  therefore,  since  he 
had  not  his  bands  at  liberty,  for  the  bonds  he 
was  in  prevented  him  from  killing  himself 
thereby,  he  dashed  his  head  against  a  great 
stone,  and  thereby  took  away  his  own  life, 
which  he  thought  to  be  the  best  thing  he 
could  do  in  such  a  distress  as  he  was  in,  and 
thereby  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  enemy 
to  bring  him  to  any  death  he  pleased.  It  is 
also  reported,  that  when  he  had  made  a  great 
wound  in  his  head,  Antigonus  sent  physicians 
to  cure  it,  and,  by  ordering  them  to  infuse 
poison  into  the  wound,  killed  him.  How- 
ever, Phasaelus  hearing,  before  he  was  quite 
dead,  by  a  certain  woman,  that  his  brother 
Herod  had  escaped  the  enemy,  underwent  his 
death   cheerfully,  since   he   now  left   behind 

•  This  law  of  Mosefl,  that  the  priests  were  to  be 
"without  blemish,"  as  to  all  ibv  parts  of  their  bodiu, 
is  in  Levit  xxi.  17 — ^24 
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him  one  who  would  revenge  his  death,  and 
who  was  able  to  inflict  punishment  on  his 
enemies. 


CHAPTER   XIV. 

HOW  HEROD  GOT  AWAY  FROM  THE  KIVG  OF 
ARABIA,  AND  MADE  HA^TE  TO  GO  INTO 
EGYPT,  AND  THENCE  WENT  IV  HASTE  ALSO 
TO  ROME;  AND  HOW,  BY  PROMISING  A 
GREAT  DEAL  OF  MONEY  TO  ANTONY,  HE 
OBTAINED  OF  THE  tsEVATF  AND  OF  C^SAR 
TO  BE  MADE   KING   OF  THE  JEWS. 

§  1.  As  for  Herod,  the  great  miseries,  he  was 
in  did  not  disrourag^e  him,  hut  made  him 
sharp  in  disooverinp  purprisinp-  undertakingrs; 
for  he  went  to  Mah'hu*;.  ki»i^'  of  Arabia,  whom 
he  had  formerly  been  very  kind  to.  in  order 
to  receive  somewhat  by  way  of  requital;  now 
he  was  in  more  than  ordinary  want  of  it,  and 
de-iired  he  would  let  him  have  some  money, 
either  by  way  of  lo;ui,  or  as  his  free  gift,  on 
flrrount  of  the  many  benefits  he  had  received 
from  him;  for  not  knowiii-^  what  was  become 
of  his  brother,  he  was  in  hitste  to  redeem  htm 
out  of  the  hand  of  his  eiiemie'*,  as  willing  to 
give  three  hundred  talents  for  the  price  of  his 
redemption.  He  also  look  with  him  the  so:i 
of  Phasaelus,  who  was  a  child  of  but  seven 
years  of  age;  for  this  very  reason,  that  he 
mipht  be  an  hostajre  for  the  repayment  of  the 
money.  But  there  came  messengers  from 
Malchus  to  meet  him,  by  whom  he  was  de- 
sired to  be  pone,  for  that  the  Parthiuns  had 
laid  a  rharpe  upon  him  not  to  entertain  He- 
rod. This  was  only  a  pretence  which  be 
made  use  of,  that  he  mi<,'ht  not  be  oblifred  to 
repay  him  what  he  owed  him;  and  this  he 
was  farther  induced  to,  by  the  principal  men 
amouff  the  Arabians,  that  they  mij;ht  cheat 
him  of  what  sums  they  had  received  from  [his 
father]  Antipnter,  and  v.-hirh  he  had  commit- 
ted to  their  fidelity.  He  made  answer,  that 
be  did  not  intend  to  be  troublesome  t3  them 
by  liis  coming  thither,  but  that  he  desired 
only  to  discourse  with  them  about  certain 
affairs  that  were  to  him  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance. 

2.  Hereupon  he  resolved  to  fro  away,  and 
did  go  very  prudently  the  road  to  Egypt ; 
and  then  it  was  that  he  lodged  in  a  certain 
temp?e;  for  he  had  left  a  great  many  of  his 
tV'llowers  there.  On  the  next  day  he  came  to 
Rhinocolura,  and  theie  it  was  that  he  heard 
what  hud  befallen  his  brother.  Though  Mal- 
clnis  soon  repented  of  what  he  had  dene  and 
came  running  after  Herod  ;  but  with  no  man- 
ner  of  success,  for  he  was  gotten  a  very  great 
way  off,  ai>d  made  ha-^te  into  the  road  to  Pe- 
lusium  ;  and  when  the  stationary  sliips  that 
la\  there  hindered  hiui  from  sailing  to  Alex- 
andria, he  went   to  their  captains^  by  whosp 


assistance,  and  that  out  of  much  reverence  nf, 
and  great  regard  to  him.  he  was  conducted 
into  the  city  [.Alexandria],  and  was  retained 
there  by  Cleopatra,  yet  was  she  not  able  to 
prevail  with  him  to  stay  there,  because  he  wa# 
making  haste  to  Rome,  even  though  the  wea- 
ther was  stormv,  and  he  was  informed  that 
the  affairs  of  Italy  were  very  tumultuous 
and  in  great  disorder. 

3.  So  he  set  sail  from  thence  to  Pamphy 
lia,  and  falling  into  a  violent  storm,  he  had 
much  ado  to  escape  to  Rhodes,  with  the  loss 
of  the  ship's  burden;  and  there  it  was  that 
two  of  his  friends,  Sappinas  and  Ptolcmeus, 
met  with  him:  and  :i8  he  found  that  city  very 
much  daiiia^'fd  ir>  thi-  war  against  Cassius, 
though  he  were  in  necessity  himself,  he  ne- 
glected not  to  do  it  a  kin^fness,  but  did  what 
he  could  to  recover  it  to  its  former  state.  He 
also  built  there  a  three-decked  ship,  and  set 
sail  thence,  with  his  friend^,  for  Italy,  and 
came  to  the  port  of  Brundtisitim:  and  when 
be  was  come  from  thence  to  Rome,  he  first 
related  to  Antony  what  had  btfallen  him  in 
Judt*a,  and  how  Phasaelus  his  brothtT  was 
seized  on  bv  the  Parthians,  aiid  put  to  death 
by  them,  and  how  Hyrcanns  was  detained 
captive  by  them,  and  how  they  had  made  An- 
tigonus  king,  who  had  promised  them  a  sum ' 
of  money,  no  less  than  a  thousand  talents, 
with  five  hundred  women,  who  were  to  be  of 
the  principal  families,  and  of  the  Jewish  stock ; 
and  that  he  had  carried  off  the  women  by 
night;  and  that,  by  undergoing  a  great  many 
hardships,  he  had  escaped  the  hands  of  his 
enemies;  as  also,  that  his  own  relations  were 
in  danger  of  being  besieged  and  taken,  and 
that  he  had  sailud  through  a  storm,  and  con- 
temned all  these  terrible  dangers,  in  order  to 
come,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  h'm  who  was  his 
hope  and  only  succour  at  this  time. 

4.  This  account  made  Antony  commiserate 
the  change  that  had  happened  in  Herod's 
condition;*  and  reasoning  with  himself  that 
this  was  a  common  case  among  those  that 
are  placed  in  such  great  dignities,  and  that 
they  are  liable  to  tiie  mutations  that  come 
from  fortune,  he  was  very  ready  to  give  hiin 
the  a«>i-?tance  he  desired;  and  this  because 
be  called  to  mind  the  friendship  he  had  had 
with  Antipater,  because  Herod  offered  him 
money  to  make  him  king,  as  he  had  formerly 
given  it  to  him  to  make  him  tetrarch,  and 
chiefly  because  of  his  hatred  to  Antigonus, 
for  he  took  him  to  be  a  seditious  person,  and 
an  enemy  to  the  Romans.  Ciesar  was  aleo 
the  forwarder  to  raise  Herod's  dit;nity,  and 
to  give  him  his  assistance  in  what  be  desired, 
on  account  of  the  toils  of  war  which  he  had 

•  Conot-mine  'h*"  chronnJocy  of  Herod,  and  the  timn 

when  he  wa>  tjtst  made  king  at  Ronif,  and  coarreming 
tht;  limp  uht-D  lie  bi-can  his  secimd  re i(;n,  nithout  a  ri- 
Tal.  vyrnn  the  ronqi  t-^l  and  sluui^hier  uf  A  nti^onus,  bolh 
principally  derived  Irooi  this  and  tt*  two  next  L-hap* 
ters  io  Jubephtu,  sec  lli»  pole  oo  etcL  6,  and  ch.  XT 
BcrL  10. 


396 


ANTIQUITIES  OF   THE  TEWS. 


BOOK  xrr. 


himself  undergone  with  Antipater  his  father 
in  Egypt,  and  of  the  hospitality  he  had  treated 
him  withal,  and  the  kindness  he  had  always 
shown  him  ;  as  also  to  gratify  Antony,  who 
was  very  zealous  for  Herod.  So  a  senate 
was  convocated  ;  and  Messala  first,  and  then 
Atratinus,  introduced  Herod  into  it,  and  en- 
larged upon  the  benefits  they  had  received 
from  his  father,  and  put  them  in  mind  of  the 
good-will  he  had  borne  to  the  Romans.  .4t 
the  same  time,  they  accused  Antigonus,  and 
declared  him  an  enemy,  not  only  because  of 
his  former  opposition  to  Ihem,  but  that  he  had 
now  overlooked  the  Romans,  and  taken  the 
government  from  the  Parthians.  Upon  this 
the  senate  was  irritated ;  and  Antony  informed 
them  farther,  that  it  was  for  their  advantage 
in  the  Parthian  v*r  that  Herod  should  be 
king.  This  seemed  good  to  all  the  senators ; 
and  so  they  made  a  decree  accordinfjly. 

5.  And  this  was  the  principal  instance  of 
Antony's  affection  for  Herod,  that  he  not 
only  procured  him  a  kingdom  which  he  did 
not  eipect  (for  he  did  not  come  with  an  in- 
tention to  ask  the  kingdom  for  himselA  which 
he  did  not  suppose  the  Romans  would  grant 
him,  who  used  to  bestow  it  on  some  of  the 
royal  family,  but  intended  to  desire  it  for  his 
wife's  brother,  who  was  grandson  by  his  father 
to  Aristobuius,  and  to  Hyrcanus  by  his  mo- 
ther), but  that  he  procured  it  for  him  so  sud- 
denly, that  he  obtained  what  he  did  not  expect, 
and  departed  out  of  Italy  in  so  few  days  as 
seven  in  all.  This  young  man  [the  grandson] 
Herod  afterward  took  care  to  have  slain,  as  we 
shall  show  in  its  proper  place.  But  when  the 
senate  was  dissolved,  Antony  and  C«sar  went 
out  of  the  senate-house,  with  Herod  between 
them,  and  with  the  consuls  and  other  magis- 
trates before  them,  in  order  to  offer  sacrifices, 
and  to  lay  up  their  decrees  in  the  capitol. 
Antony  also  feasted  Herod  the  first  day  of  his 
reign.  And  thus  did  this  man  receive  the 
kingdom,  having  obtained  it  on  the  hundred 
and  eighty-fourth  olympiad,  when  Caius  Do- 
mitius  Calvinus  was  consul  the  second  time, 
and  Caius  Asinius  PoUio  [the  first  time]. 

6.  All  this  while  Antigonus  besieged  those 
that  were  in  Masada,  who  had  plenty  of  all 
other  necessities,  but  were  only  in  want  of 
water,'  insomuch  that  on  this  occasion  Joseph, 
Herod's  brother,  was  contriving  to  run  away 
from  it,  with  two  hundred  of  his  dependants, 
to  the  Arabians;  for  he  had  heard  that  Mal- 
chus  repented  of  the  offences  he  had  been 
guilty  of  with  regard  to  Herod  ;  but  God,  by 
sending  rain  in  the  night-time,  prevented  his 
going  away,  for  their  cisterns  were  thereby 
filled,  dnd  he  was  under  no  necessity  of  run- 
ning away  on  that  account ;  but  they  were  now 
of  good  courage,  and  the  more  so,  because  the 

*  This  pn?\ous  want  of  water  at  Masada.  till  the 
place  had  like  to  h?ve  *een  taken  hy  the  Parthians 
(mentii-neit  both  here  and  '^the  War.  b.  i.rh.  xv.  pert. 
1),  is  an  indication  that  it  was  now  summer-time. 


sending  that  plenty  of  water  which  they  had 
been  in  want  of,  seemed  a  mark  of  divine  pro- 
vidence ;  so  they  made  a  sally,  and  fought  hand 
to  hand  with  Antigonus's  soldiers  (with  some 
openly,  with  some  privately!,  and  destroyed  a 
great  number  of  them.  At  the  same  time  Ven- 
tidius,  the  genera]  of  the  Romans,  was  sent  out 
of  Syria,  to  drive  the  Parthians  out  of  it,  and 
marched  after  Ihem  into  Judea,  on  pretence  in- 
deed to  succour  Joseph;  but,  in  reahty,  the 
whole  affair  was  no  more  than  a  stratagem,  in 
order  to  get  money  of  .Antigonus;  so  they  pitch' 
ed  their  camp  very  near  to  Jerusalem,  and  strip- 
ped Antigonus  of  a  great  deal  of  money,  and 
then  he  retired  himself  with  the  greater  part 
of  tne  army;  but.  that  the  wickedness  he  had 
been  guilty  of  might  not  be  found  out,  he  left 
Silo  there,  with  a  certain  part  of  his  soldiers, 
with  whom  also  .\ntigonus  cultivated  an  ac- 
quaintance, that  he  might  cause  him  no  dis- 
turbance, and  was  still  in  hopes  that  the  Par- 
thians would  come  again  and  defend  him. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

HOW  HEROD  SAILED  OtTf  OP  ITALY  TO  JT~DE.4, 
AND  FOrGHT  WITH  AXTIGONXS ;  AND  WHAT 
OTHER  THI.NGS  HAPPENED  I.\"  JCDEA  ABOCl 
THAT   TME. 

§  1.  By  this  time  Herod  had  sailed  out  of 
Italy  to  Ptolemais,  and  had  gotten  together 
no  small  army,  both  of  strangers  and  of  his 
own  countrymen,  and  marched  through  Gali- 
lee against  Antigonus.  Silo  also,  and  Yen- 
tidius,  came  and  assisted  him,  being  persuaded 
by  Dellius,  who  was  sent  by  Antony  to  assist 
in  bringing  back  Herod.  Now,  for  Ven- 
tidius,  he  was  employed  in  composing  the 
disturbances  that  had  been  made  in  the  cities 
by  the  means  of  the  Parthians ;  and  for  Silo, 
he  was  indeed  in  Judea,  but  corrupted  by 
.\ntigonus.  However,  as  Herod  went  along, 
his  army  increased  every  day,  and  all  Galilee, 
with  some  small  exception,  joined  him ;  hut 
as  he  was  marching  to  those  that  were  in  Ma- 
sada (for  he  was  obliged  to  endeavour  to  save 
those  that  were  in  that  fortress,  now  they 
were  besieged,  because  they  were  his  rela- 
tions), Joppa  was  a  hinderance  to  him,  for  it 
was  necessary  for  him  to  take  that  place  first, 
it  being  a  city  at  variance  with  him,  that  no 
strong-hold  might  be  left  in  his  enemies*  hands 
behind  him  when  he  should  go  to  Jerusalem. 
And  when  Silo  made  this  a  pretence  for  rising 
up  from  Jerusalem,  and  was  thereupon  pur- 
sued by  the  Jews,  Herod  fell  upon  them  with 
a  small  body  of  men,  and  both  put  the  Jews 
to  flight  and  saved  Silo,  when  he  was  very 
poorly  able  to  defend  himself;  but  when  He- 
rod had  taken  Joppa.  he  made  haste  to  set 
free  those  of  his  family  that  were  in  Masada. 
Now   of   the   jx'ople   of   the   country,   some 
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joined  him  because  of  the  friendship  they  had 
had  with  his  father,  and  some  because  of  the 
splendid  appearance  he  made,  and  others  by 
way  of  requital  for  the  benefits  they  had  re- 
ceived from  both  of  them ;  but  the  greatest 
number  came  to  him  in  hopes  of  getting 
somewhat  from  him  afterward,  if  he  were 
once  firmly  srltled  in  the  kingdom. 

2.  Herod  had  now  a  strong  army ;  and  as 
he  marched  on,  Antigonus  laid  snares  and 
ambushes  in  the  passes  and  places  most  pro- 
per for  them ;  but  in  truth  he  thereby  did 
little  or  no  damage  to  the  enemy :  so  Herod 
received  those  of  his  family  out  of  Masada, 
and  the  fortress  Ressa,  and  then  went  on  for 
Jerusalem.  The  soldiery  also  that  was  with 
Silo  accompanied  him  all  along,  as  did  many 
of  the  citizens,  being  afraid  of  his  power: 
and  as  soon  as  he  had  pitched  his  camp  on 
the  west  side  of  the  city,  the  soldiers  that  i 
were  set  to  guard  that  part  shot  their  arrows,  ■ 
and  threw  their  darts  at  him ;  and  when  some 
sallied  out  in  a  crowd,  and  came  to  fight 
hand  to  hand  with  the  first  ranks  of  Herod's 
army,  he  gave  orders  that  Ihey  should,  in  the 
first  place,  make  proclamation  about  the  wall, 
that  he  came  for  the  good  of  ttie  people,  and 
for  the  preservation  of  the  city,  and  not  to 
bear  any  old  grudge  at  even  his  most  open 
enemies,  but  ready  to  forget  the  olTenccs 
which  his  greatest  adversaries  had  done  him  ; 
but  .\ntigonus,  by  way  of  reply  to  what  He- 
rod had  caused  to  be  proclaimed,  and  this 
before  the  Romans,  and  before  Silo  also, 
said,  that  they  would  not  do  justly  if  they 
gave  the  kingdom  to  Herod,  who  was  no 
more  than  a  private  man,  and  an  Idumean, 
i.  e.  a  half  Jew,"  whereas  they  ought  to  be- 
stow it  on  one  of  the  royal  family,  as  their 
custom  was ;  for.  that  in  case  they  at  present 
hare  an  ill-will  to  him,  and  had  resolved  to 
deprive  him  of  the  kingdom,  as  having  re- 
ceived it  from  the  Parthians,  yet  were  there 
many  others  of  his  family  that  might  by  their 
law  take  it,  and  these  such  as  had  no  way 
offended  the  Romans;  and  being  of  the  sacer- 
dotal family,  it  would  be  an  unworthy  thing 
to  put  them  by.  Now  while  they  said  thus 
one  to  another,  ami  fell  to  reproaching  one 
another  on  both  sides,  Antigonus  permitted 
his  own  men  that  were  upon  the  wall  to  de- 
fend themselves;  who,  using  their  bows,  and 
showing  great  alacrity  against  their  enemies, 
easily  drove  them  away  from  the  towers. 
3.  And  now  it  was  tbat  Silo  discovered  that 

*  This  affirmation  of  Antigonnp.  spoken  in  the  days 
of  Herod,  and  in  a  mnnncr  to  his  face,  that  he  iras  an 
Idumenn.  t.  f.  a  half  Jew,  seems  to  me  of  mach  p-eater 
authority  than  that  pretence  of  his  favourite  and  tlat- 
terer  Nicolaus  of  Dama-scus.  tbat  he  derived  his  pedi- 
pree  from  Jews  as  far  bacltward  as  the  Baliylonish  eap- 
tivity.  cb.  i.  Pert.  3.  Aceordinjjly  Josephns  always 
esteems  him  an  Tdumean.  thougli  he  pays  his  father 
Antipater  was  of  the  same  people  with  the  Jews  (eh. 
Tiii.  sect.  11.  and  a  Jew  hy  Mrth  ^Antiq.  h.  XX.  ch.  viU. 
sect.  7^.  as  indeed  all  such  proselytes  of  justice  as  the 
Idumeans  were  in  time  esteemed  the  very  Bame  peo- 
pie  with  the  Jews. 


be  bad  taken  bribes:  for  he  set  a  great  num- 
ber of  his  soldiers  to  complain  aloud  of  the 
want  of  provisions  they  were  in,  and  to  re- 
quire money  to  buy  them  food ;  and  that  it 
was  fit  to  let  theni  go  into  places  proper  for 
winter  quarters,  since  the  places  near  the  city 
were    a    desert,   by  reason  that   Antigonus's 
soldiers  had  carried  all  away;   so  he  set  hi^ 
army    upon    removing,  and    endeavoured    to 
march  away;   but  Herod  pressed  Silo  not  to 
depart,  and  exhorted  Silo's  captains  and  sol- 
(hers  not  to  desert  him,  when  Casar  and  An- 
tony, and  the  senate,  had  sent  him  thither,  for 
that  he  would  provide  them  plenty  of  all  the 
things  they  wanted,  and  easily  procure  them 
a  great  abundance  of  what  they  required;  af- 
ter which  entreaty,  he  immediately  went  into 
the  country,  and  left  not  the  least  pretence 
to  Silo  for  his  departure,  for  he  brought  an 
unexpected  quantity  of  provisions,  and  sent 
to  those  friends  of  his  who  inhabited  about 
Samaria,  to  bring  down  corn,  and  mne,  and 
1,  and  cattle,  and  all  other   provisions,  to 
Jericho,  that  there  might   be   no  want  of  a 
supply  for  the  soldiers  for  the  time  to  come. 
Antigonus  was  sensible  of  this,  and  sent  pre- 
sently over  the  country  such  as  might  restrain 
and  lie  in  ambush  for  those  that  went  out  for 
provisions.     So  thei^e  men  obeyed  the  orders 
of  Antigonus,  and  got  togither  a  great  num- 
ber of  armed  men  about  Jericho,  and  sat  up- 
on  the  mountains,  and  watched   those  that 
brought  the  provisions.   However,  Herod  was 
not  idle  in  the  meantime,  for  be    took   (en 
bands  of  soldiers,  of  whom  five  were  of  the 
Romans,  and    five  of    the  Jews,   with  some 
mercenaries  among  them,  and  with  some  few 
horsemen,  and  came  to  Jericho;    and  as  they 
found  the  city  deserted,  but  that  five  hundred 
of  them  had  settled  themselves  on  the  tops  of 
the  hills,  with  their  wives  and  children,  those 
he  took  and  sent  away:  but  the   Romans  fell 
upon  the  city,   and  plundered   it,  and  found 
the  houses  full  of  all  sorts  of  pood    things. 
So  the  king  left  a  garrison   at  Jericho,  and 
came  back  again,  and  sent  the  Roman   annv 
to  fake  their  winter  quarters  in  the  countries 
that  were  come  oTer  to  him,  Judea  and  Galilee, 
and  Samaria.      And  so  much  did  Antigonus 
gain  of  Silo  for  the  bribes   he  gave  him,  that 
part  of  the  army  should  be  quartered  at  Lyd- 
da,  in  order  to  please  Antony.      So  the  Ro- 
mans laid  their  weapons  aside,  and  lived  in 
plenty  of  all  things. 

4.  But  Herod  was  not  pleased  with  lying 
still,  but  sent  out  his  brother  Joseph  against 
Idumea  with  two  thousand  armed  footmen, 
and  four  hundred  horsemen,  while  he  himself 
came  to  Samaria,  and  left  his  mother  and  his 
other  relations  there,  for  they  were  already 
gone  out  of  Slasada,  and  went  into  Gahlee, 
and  took  certain  places  which  were  held  by  the 
garrisons  of  Antigonus;  and  he  passed  onto 
Sepphoris.  as  God  sent  a  snow,  while  Anti- 
gonus s  garriiions  withdrew  thejnselvea,  aad 
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had  great  plenty  of  provisions.  He  also  went 
thence,  and  resolved  to  destroy  those  robbers 
that  dwelt  in  the  caves,  and  did  much  mischief 
in  the  country;  so  be  sent  a  troop  of  horse- 
men, and  three  companies  of  armed  footmen, 
against  them.  They  were  very  near  to  a  vil- 
lage called  Arbela;  and  on  the  fortieth  day 
after,  he  came  himself  with  his  whole  arm}  : 
ajid  as  the  enemy  sallied  out  boldly  upon  him, 
the  left  wing  of  his  army  gave  way;  but  he 
appearing  with  a  body  of  men,  put  those  to 
flight  who  were  already  conquerors,  and  re- 
called his  men  that  ran  away.  He  also  pressed 
upon  his  enemies,  and  pursued  them  as  far  as 
the  river  Jordan,  though  they  ran  away  by 
dilferent  roads.  So  he  brought  over  to  him 
all  Galilee,  excepting  those  that  dwelt  in  the 
caves,  and  distributed  money  to  every  one 
of  his  soldiers,  giving  them  a  hundred  and 
fifty  drachmae  apiece,  and  much  more  to  their 
CHptains,  and  sent  them  into  winter  quarters; 
at  which  time  Silo  came  to  him,  and  his  com- 
manders with  him,  because  Atitigonus  would 
not  give  them  provisions  any  longer;  for  he 
supplied  them  for  no  more  than  one  month; 
nay,  he  had  sent  to  all  the  country  round  about, 
and  ordered  them  to  carry  off  the  provisions 
that  were  there,  and  retired  to  the  mountains, 
that  the  Romans  might  have  no  provisions  to 
live  upon,  and  so  might  perish  by  famine; 
but  Herod  committed  the  care  of  that  matter 
to  Phcroras,  his  youngest  brother,  and  ordered 
him  to  repair  Ale.xandrium  also.  Accordingly, 
he  quickly  made  the  soldiers  abound  with 
great  plenty  of  provisions,  and  rebuilt  Alex- 
andrium,  which  had  been  before  desolate. 

5.  About  this  time  it  was  that  Antony  con- 
tinued some  time  at  Athens,  and  that  Venti- 
dius,  who  was  now  in  Syria,  setit  for  Silo, 
and  commanded  him  to  assist  Herod,  in  the 
first  place,  to  fiiish  the  present  «ar,and  then  to 
sendfortbeir  confederates  for  the  "art  bey  were 
themselves  engaged  in;  but  as  for  Herod,  he 
went  in  haste  against  the  robbers  that  were 
in  the  caves,  and  sent  Silo  away  to  Ventidi- 
iis,  while  he  marched  against  them.  These 
caves  were  in  mountains  that  were  exceeiliiig 
abrupt,  and  in  their  middle  were  no  other 
than  precipices,  with  certain  entrances  into 
the  caves,  and  those  caves  were  encompassed 
«ith  sharp  rocks, .and  in  these  did  the  robbers 
lie  concealed,  with  all  their  families  about 
them;  but  the  king  caused  certain  chests  to 
be  made,  in  order  to  destroy  them,  aid  to  be 
hung  down,  bound  about  with  iron  chains,  by 
an  engine,  from  the  top  of  the  nwuntain,  it 
beii'p  not  possible  to  get  up  to  them,  by  rea- 
son of  the  sharp  ascent  of  the  mountains,  nor 
to  creep  down  to  them  from  above.  Now 
these  chests  «ere  filled  «ifh  armed  men,  who 
had  long  books  in  their  bands,  by  which  they 
mi;,'lit  pull  out  such  as  resisteil  them,  and 
then  tiinbltf  them  down,  and  kill  them  by  so 
doing;  l)Ut  the  letting  the  chest-  do.vn  proved 
to  be  3  matter  of  great  djn^er,  beciuse   of 


the  vast  depth  they  were  to  he  let  down,  al- 
though they  had  their  provisions  in  the  chests 
themselves ;  but  when  the  chests  were  let 
diun,  and  not  one  of  those  in  the  mouths 
of  the  caves  durst  come  near  them,  but  lay 
still  out  of  fear,  some  of  the  armed  men  girt 
on  their  armour,  and  by  both  their  hands  took 
bold  of  the  chain  by  which  the  chests  were 
let  down,  and  went  into  the  mouths  of  the 
caves,  because  they  fretted  that  such  delay 
was  made  by  the  robbers  not  daring  to  come 
out  of  the  caves;  and  when  they  were  at  any 
of  those  mouths,  they  first  killed  many  of 
those  that  were  in  the  mouths  with  their 
darts,  and  afterwards  pulled  those  to  them 
that  resisted  them  «ith  their  hooks,  and  tum- 
bled them  down  the  precipices,  and  afterwards 
went  into  the  caves,  and  killed  many  more, 
and  then  went  into  their  chests  again,  and  lay 
still  there;  but  upon  this,  terror  seized  the 
rest,  when  they  heard  the  lamentations  that 
were  made,  and  they  despaired  of  escaping; 
however,  when  the  night  came  on,  that  put 
an  end  to  the  whole  work;  and  as  the  king 
proclaimed  pardon  by  an  herald  to  such  as 
delivered  theniselves  up  to  him,  many  accepted 
of  the  offer.  The  same  method  of  assault 
«  as  made  use  of  the  ne-vt  day ;  and  they  went 
farther,  and  got  out  in  baskets  to  fight  tbem, 
and  fought  them  at  their  doors,  and  sent  fire 
among  them,  and  set  their  caves  on  fire,  for 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  combustible  matter 
within  them.  Now  there  was  one  old  man 
who  was  caught  within  one  of  these  caves, 
with  seven  children  and  a  wife;  these  prayed 
him  to  gi\e  them  leave  to  go  out,  and  yield 
themselves  up  to  the  enemy;  but  he  stood  at 
the  cave's  mouth,  and  aUvays  slew  that  child 
of  his  who  went  out,  till  he  had  destroyed 
tbem  every  one,  and  after  that  he  slew  his 
wife,  and  cast  their  dead  bodies  down  the 
precipice,  and  himself  after  them,  and  so 
umlerwent  death  rather  than  slavery;  but 
before  he  did  this,  he  greatly  reproached 
Ilerod  with  the  meanness  of  his  family,  al- 
though he  was  then  king.  Herod  also  saw 
what  he  was  doing,  anti  stretched  out  hi. 
band,  and  offered  him  all  manner  of  security 
for  his  life:  by  which  means  all  these  cavei 
w  ere  at  length  subdued  entirely. 

6.  And  when  the  king  had  set  Ptolemy 
over  these  parts  of  the  country  as  his  general, 
he  went  to  Samaria  with  six  ijuiidred  horse- 
men and  three  thousand  armed  footmen,  as 
intending  to  fight  An'tiponus:  but  still  this 
command  of  the  army  did  not  succeed  well 
with  Ptolemy,  but  those  that  b:id  been  trou- 
blesome to  Galilee  before  attacked  him,  and 
slew  him;  and  when  they  had  done  this,  they 
fled  among  the  lakes  and  places  almost  inacce<;- 
sible,  laying  waste  ard  plundering  whatsoever 
they  could  come  at  in  those  places;  i.iit  He- 
rod soon  returned,  and  punished  theni  for  what 
they  had  dtiie;  for  scn-e  of  those  rebels  he 
slew,  and  others  of  tbem,  who  had  fled  to  the 
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strong  holds,  he  besieged,  and  both  slew  them 
and  demolished  their  strong  bulds;  and  when 
he  had  thus  put  an  end  to  their  rebellion, 
be  l»i<l  a  line  upon  the  cities  of  a  hundred 
talents. 

7.  In  the  mean  time  Pacorus  was  fallen 
in  a  battle,  and  the  Parthians  were  defeated, 
when  Ventidius  sent  Macheras  to  the  assist- 
ance of  Herod,  with  two  legions  and  a  thou- 
sand horsemen,  while  Antony  encouraged 
him  to  make  haste;  but  Macheras,  at  the  in- 
stigation of  Antigonus,  without  the  approba- 
tion of  Herod,  as  being  corrupted  by  money, 
went  about  to  take  a  view  of  his  affairs ;  but 
Antigonus,  suspecting  this  intention  of  his 
cuniing,  did  not  admit  him  into  the  city,  but 
kept  him  at  a  distance,  with  throwing  stones 
at  him,  and  plainly  showed  what  he  himself 
meant;  but  when  Macheras  was  sensible  that 
Herod  had  given  him  good  advice,  and  that 
he  had  made  a  mistake  himself  in  not  heark- 
ening to  that  advice,  he  retired  to  the  city 
Eiumaus;  and  what  Jews  he  met  with  he 
slew  them,  whether  they  were  enemies  or 
friends,  out  of  the  rage  he  was  in  at  what 
hardships  he  had  undergone.  The  king  was 
provoked  at  this  conduct  of  his,  and  went  to 
Samaria,  and  resolved  to  go  to  Antony  about 
these  affairs,  and  to  inform  him  that  he  stood 
in  no  need  of  such  helpers,  who  did  him  more 
mischief  than  they  did  his  enemies;  and  that 
he  was  able  of  himself  to  beat  Antigonus. 
Kut  Macheras  followed  him,  and  desired  that 
he  would  not  go  to  Antony  ;  or,  if  he  was 
resolved  to  go  that  he  would  join  his  brother 
Joseph  with  them,  and  let  them  fight  against 
Antigonus.  So  he  was  reconciled  to  Mache- 
ras. upon  his  earnest  entreaties.  Accordingly 
he  left  Joseph  there  with  his  army,  but  char- 
ged him  to  run  no  hazards,  nor  to  quarrel  with 
Macheras. 

8.  But  for  his  own  part,  he  made  baste  to 
Antony  (who  was  then  at  the  siege  of  Samo- 
sata,  a  place  upon  Euphrates)  with  his  troops 
both  horsemen  and  footmen,  to  be  auxiliaries 
to  him;  and  when  he  came  to  Antioch,  and 
met  there  a  great  number  of  men  gotten  to- 
gether that  were  very  desirous  to  go  to  An- 
tony, but  durst  not  venture  to  go,  out  of  fear, 
because  the  barbarians  fell  upon  men  on  the 
road,  and  slew  many,  so  he  encouraged  them, 
and  became  their  conductor  upon  the  road. 
Now,  when  they  were  within  two  days'  march 
of  Samosata,  the  barbarians  had  laid  ati  am- 
bush there  to  disturb  those  that  came  to  An- 
tony, and  where  the  woods  made  the  passes 
.narrow,  as  they  led  to  the  plains,  there  they 
■laid  not  a  few  of  their  horsemen,  who  were 

to  lie  still  until  those  passengers  were  gone 
by  into  the  wide  place.  Now  as  soon  as  the 
first  ranks  were  gone  by  (for  Herod  brought 
on  the  rear),  those  that  lay  in  ambush,  who 
were  about  five  hundred,  fell  upon  them  on 
the  sudden,  and  when  they  had  put  the  fnre- 
oiost  to  flight,  the  kint'  came  riding  hard,  with 


the  forces  that  were  about  him,  and  immedi. 
ately  drove  back  the  enemy;  by  which  means 
he  made  the  minds  of  his  own  men  courage- 
ous, and  emboldened  them  to  go  on,  insomuch 
that  those  who  ran  away  before,  now  returned 
back,  and  the  barbarians  were  slain  on  hU 
sides.  The  king  also  went  on  killing  them, 
and  recovered  all  the  baggage,  among  which 
were  a  great  number  of  beasts  for  burden, 
and  of  slaves,  and  proceeded  on  in  his  march; 

d  whereas  there  were  a  great  number  of 
those  in  the  woods  that  attacked  them,  and 
were  near  the  passage  that  led  into  the  plain, 
be  made  a  sally  upon  these  also  with  a  strong 
body  of  men,  and  put  them  to  flight,  and 
slew  many  of  them,  and  thereby  rendered  the 
way  safe  for  those  that  came  after;  and  these 
called  Herod  their  saviour  and  protector. 

9.  And  when  he  was  near  to  Samosata,  An- 
tony sent  out  his  army  in  all  their  proper  ha. 
hiliments  to  meet  him,  in  order  to  pay  Herod 
this  respect,  and  because  of  the  assistance  he 
had  given  him;  fjr  he  had  heard  wliat  at- 
t.icks  the  barbarians  had  mide  upon  him  [in 
Judea].  He  also  was  very  glad  to  see  him 
there,  as  having  been  made  acquainted  with 
the  great  actions  he  had  performed  upon  the 
road;  so  he  entertained  him  very  kindly,  and 
could  not  but  admire  his  courage.  Antony 
also  embraced  him  as  soon  as  he  saw  him, 
and  saluted  him  after  a  most  alTectionate  man- 
ner, and  gave  him  the  upper  hand,  as  having 
himself  lately  made  him  a  king  ;  and  in  a 
little  time  Antiochus  delivered  up  the  fortress, 
and  on  that  account  this  war  was  at  an  end; 
then  Antony  counnitted  the  rest  to  Sossius, 
and  gave  him  orders  to  assist  Herod,  and 
went  himself  to  Egypt.  Accordingly,  Sossius 
sent  two  legions  before  into  Judea  to  the  as- 
sistance of  Herod,  and  he  followed  himself 
with  the  body  of  the  army. 

10.  Now  Joseph  was  already  slain  in  Judea, 
in  the  manner  following: — He  forgot  what 
charge  his  brother  Herod  had  given  him  when 
he  went  to  Antony;  and  when  he  had  pitched 
his  camp  among  the  mountains,  for  Macheras 
had  lent  him  five  regiments,  with  these  he 
went  h.istily  to  Jericho,  in  order  to  reap  the 
corn  thereto  belonging;  and  as  the  Roman 
regiments  were  Ijut  newly  raised,  and  were 
unshilfiil  in  war,  for  they  were  in  great  part 
collected  out  of  Syria,  he  was  attacked  by  the 
enemy,  and  caught  in  those  places  of  difficulty, 
and  was  himself  slain,  as  he  was  fighting 
bravely,  and  the  whole  army  was  lost,  for 
there  were  si.x  regiments  slain.  So  when 
Antigonus  had  got  possession  of  the  dead 
bodies,  he  cut  off  Joseph's  head,  although 
Pheroras,  his  brother,  would  have  redeemed  't 
at  the  price  of  fifty  talents.  After  which  de- 
feat the  Galileans  revolted  from  their  com- 
manders, and  took  those  of  Herod's  party. 
and  drowned  them  in  the  lake;  and  a  great 
part  of  Judea  was  become  seditious:  but  Ma- 
cheras fortified  the  place  Gilta  [in  Samaria]. 
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11.  At  this  time  messengers  came  to  He- 
rod, and  informed  him  of  what  bad  been 
done;  and  when  he  was  come  to  Daphne  bv 
Antioch,  they  told  him  of  the  ill-fortune  that 
nad  befallen  hia  brother,  which  yet  he  expect- 
ed, from  certain  visions  that  appeared  to  him 
in  his  dreams,  which  clearly  foreshowed  his 
brother's  death.  So  he  hastened  his  march; 
and  when  he  came  to  mount  Libanus,  he  re- 
ceived about  eipht  hundred  of  the  men  of  that 
place,  having  already  uith  him  also  one  Ro- 
man legion,  and  wUh  these  he  came  to  Ptole- 
mais.  Ho  also  marched  thence  bv  night  with 
his  army  and  proceeded  along  Galilee.  Here 
it  was  that  the  enemy  met  him,  and  fought 
him,  and  were  beaten,  and  shut  up  in  the 
same  place  of  strength  whence  thev  had  sallied 
out  the  day  before.  So  he  attacked  the  place 
in  the  morning;  but,  by  reason  of  a  great 
storm  that  \\&6  then  very  violeiit,  he  was  able 
to  do  nothing,  but  drew  off  bis  army  into  the 
neighbouring  villatres;  yet  as  soon  as  the 
other  leu'ioii  that  Antony  sent  him  was  come 
to  his  assistance,  those  that  weie  in  garrison 
in  the  place  were  atraid,  and  deserted  it  in 
the  night-time.  Then  did  the  king  march 
hastily  to  Jericho,  interniing  to  aveiige  himself 
on  the  enemy  for  the  slaughter  of  his  brother; 
and  when  he  had  pitched  bi>  tents,  he  inide 
a  feast  for  the  principal  commanders,  and 
after  this  collation  n-as  over,  and  he  had  dis 
missed  his  guests,  he  retired  to  his  own  cham- 
ber: and  here  may  one  see  what  kindness 
God  had  for  the  king,  for  the  upper  part  of 
the  house  fell  down  when  nobody  was  in  it, 
ann  so  killed  none,  insomuch  that  all  the  peo- 
ple believed  that  Herod  was  beloved  of  God, 
^ince  he  had  escaped  such  a  great  and  surpris- 
ing danger. 

12.  But  the  next  day  six  thousand  of  the 
enemy  came  down  from  the  tops  of  the  moun- 
tiiins  to  fight  the  Rt^mans,  which  greatly  ter- 
rified them ;  and  the  soldiers  that  were  in  li^'ht 
armour  came  near,  and  pelted  the  king's 
guards  that  were  come  out  with  darts  and 
stones,  and  one  of  them  hit  him  on  the  side 
with  a  dart.  Antigonus  also  sent  a  comman- 
der against  Samaria,  whose  name  was  Pappus, 
with  some  forces,  being  desirous  to  show  the 
enemy  how  potent  he  was.  and  that  he  had 
men  to  spare  in  his  war  with  them;  be  sat 
down  to  oppose  .Macheras;  but  Herod,  when 
he  had  taken  five  cities,  took  such  as  were  left 
in  them,  being  about  two  thousand,  and  slew 
them,  and  burnt  the  cities  themselves,  and 
then  returned  to  go  against  Pappus,  who  was 
encamped  at  a  village  called  Isanas:  and  there 
ran  in  to  hira  many  out  of  Jericho  and  Judea. 
near  to  which  places  be  was,  and  the  enemy 
fell  upon  his  men,  so  stout  were  they  at  this 
time,  and  joined  battle  with  them,  but  he  beat 
them  in  the  fight ;  and  in  onler  to  be  reven- 
ged on  them  for  the  slaughter  of  his  brother, 
he  pursued  them  sharply,  and  killed  them  as 
they  ran  away;  and  as  the  boui»es  were  full 


of  armed  men/  and  many  of'  them  ran  as  &r 

as  the  tops  of  the  houses,  he  got  ihem  under 
his  power,  and  pulled  down  the  roots  of  the 
houses,  and  saw  the  lower  rooms  full  of  sol- 
diers that  were  caught,  and  lay  all  on  a  hea|>: 
so  they  threw  stones  down  upon  them  as  they 
lay  piled  one  upon  another,  and  thereby  kill 
ed  them:  nor  was  there  a  more  frightful  spec-  " 
tacle  in  all  the  war  than  this,  where,  beyond 
the  walls,  an  immense  multitude  of  dead  men 
lay  heaped  one  upon  another.  This  action  it 
was  which  chiefly  brake  the  f^pints  ot  the  ene- 
my, who  expected  row  what  would  come  ;  for 
there  appeared  a  mighty  number  of  people 
that  came  from  places  far«distant,  that  were 
now  about  the  village,  but  then  ran  away; 
and  had  it  not  been  for  the  depth  of  winter, 
which  then  restrained  them,  the  king's  army 
bad  presently  gone  to  JtTUSidem,  as  l>eing 
very  courageous  at  this  good  success,  and  the 
whole  work  had  been  done  immediately;  for 
Antigonus  was  already  looking  about  how  he 
might  fl\  away  and  leave  the  city. 

13.  At  this  time  the  king  gave  order  that 
the  soldiers  should  go  to  supper,  for  it  was 
late  at  night,  while  be  went  into  a  chamber  to 
use  the  bi»[b,  for  be  was  very  weary:  and  here 
it  was  that  he  was  in  the  greatest  danger, 
which  yet,  by  God's  providence,  he  escaped; 
for  as  he  was  naked,  and  had  but  one  servant 
that  followed  him,  to  be  with  him  while  be 
was  bathing  in  an  inner  room,  certain  of  the 
enemy,  who  were  in  their  armour,  and  had 
fled  thither  out  of  fear,  were  then  iu  the  place, 
and,  as  he  was  bathing,  the  first  of  them  came 
out  with  his  naked  sword  drawn,  and  went 
out  at  the  doors,  and  after  him  a  second,  and 
a  third,  armed  in  like  manner,  and  were  un- 
der such  a  consternation,  that  they  did  no  hurt 
to  the  king,  and  thought  themselves  to  have 
come  off  very  well  in  suffering  no  harm  them- 
selves in  their  getting  out  of  the  house.  How- 
ever, on  the  next  day.  he  cut  off  the  bead  of 
Piippus,  for  he  was  already  slain,  and  sent  it 
to  Pheroras,  as  a  punishment  of  what  their 
brother  bad  suffered  by  his  means,  for  he  was 
the  man  that  slew  him  with  his  own  hand. 

14.  AVhen  the  rigour  of  winter  was  over, 
Herod  removed  his  army  and  came  near  to 
Jerusalem,  and  pitched  his  camp  hard  by  the 
city.  Now  this  was  the  third  year  since  be 
had  been  made  king  at  Rome ;  and  as  he  re- 
moved his  camp,  and  came  near  that  part  of 
the  \Vall  where  it  could  be  most  easily  assault- 
ed, he  pitched  that  camp  before  the  temple, 
intending  to  make  his  attacks  in  the  same 
manner  as  did  Pompey.  So  he  encompassed 
the  place  with  three  bulwarks,  and  erected 

•  It  may  be  worth  our  obserration  herp,  that  these 
soldiers  vf  Kerod  could  not  have  (gotten  upon  the  tops  of 
thes*-  houses  wliirli  werr  full  of  enemies,  in  order  lo  pull 
lip  the  upp*T  fluors  and  deslroy  them  bfnraih.  but  by 
bdilrrs  from  the  outside;  whicb  illostra'eb  wjnie  texts  lo 
li.c  Nrw  Tejlameot  b>  wliicb  it  app«"ars  ihAt  mcD  uaed 
t.»  a*ct-r.d  thithrr  H\  ladders  on  ihe  outride  See  MalL 
xxiv.l7;  UarkxiiLldi  Luke  r.  19;  XTti.31. 
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towers,  and  employed  a  great  many  hands 
dbont  the  work,  ami  cat  down  the  trees  that 
were  round  aliuut  (he  city;  and  when  he  had 
appointed  proper  persons  to  oversee  tlie  works, 
eveii  U'biie  the  army  lay  before  the  city,  he 
tii.iiself  went  to  Samaria,  to  complete  his  mar- 
riage, and  to  take  to  wife  the  daughter  of 
Alexander,  the  son  of  Aristobulus;  for  he  had 
betrothed  her  already,  as  I  have  before  related. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 
HOW  niaoD,  wHE.v  he  bad  mabkied  mari- 

AMNE,  TOOK  JERL'SALUM,  WITH  THE  AS- 
SISTANCE OF  SOSIUS,  BY  FottCE;  AND  HOW 
THE  QOVEKNMENT  OF  THE  A3AU0NEANS 
WAS  PUT  AN   END  TO. 

§  1.  After  the  wedding  was  over,  came 
Sosins  through  Pbcenicia,  harin^r  sent  out  his 
army  before  him  over  the  midland  parts.  He 
also,  who  was  tbeir  commander,  came  himself, 
with  a  preat  number  of  horsemen  and  foot- 
men. The  king  also  came  himself  from  Sa- 
maria, and  brought  with  him  no  small  army, 
lA;?ides  that  which  was  there  before,  for  they 
were  about  thirty  thousand,  and  tbey  all  met 
together  at  the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  ami  en- 
camped at  the  north  wall  of  the  city,  being 
now  an  army  of  eloveti  legiiuis,  armed  men  on 
foot,  and  six  thousand  horsemen,  with  other 
auxiliaj'ies  out  of  Syria.  The  generals  were 
two:  Sosius,  sent  by  Antony  to  assist  Heroil, 
and  Uorod  on  his  own  account,  in  order  to 
take  the  government  from  Antigonus,  who 
was  declared  an  eneniy  to  Rome,  and  that  he 
might  himself  be  king,  according  to  the  de- 
cree of  the  senate. 

'2.  Now  the  Jews  that  were  inclosed  within 
the  walls  of  the  city  fought  against  Herod  with 
great  alacrity  and  zeal  {^for  the  whole  nation 
was  gathered  together);  they  also  gave  out 
many  prophesies  about  the  temple,  and  many 
things  agreeable  to  the  people,  as  if  God 
would  deliver  them  out  of  the  dangers  they 
were,  in;  they  had  also  carried  olf  what  was 
out  of  the  city,  that  they  might  not  leave  any 
tiling  to  alFord  sustenance  either  for  men  or 
for  beasts;  and,  by  private  robberies,  ihey 
made  the  want  of  necessaries  greater.  When 
Herod  understood  this,  he  opposed  ambushes 
in  the  fittest  places  against  their  private  rob- 
beries, and  he  sent  legions  of  armed  men  to 
bring  in  provisions,  and  that  from  remote 
places,  so  that  in  a  little  time  tbey  had  great 
plentv  of  provisions.  Now  the  three  bul- 
warks were  easily  erected,  because  so  many 
hands  were  continually  at  work  upon  them;  for 
it  was  simimer-time.  and  there  was  nothing 
to  binder  them  iji  raising  their  works,  neither 
(r-'in  the  air  nor  from  the  workjnen:  so  they 
brought  their  tiigines  to  bear,  and  shook  the 
uolii  of  the  city,  and  tried  a'.l  manner  of  ways 


to  get  in ;  yet  did  not  those  w  ithin  discover 
any  fear,  but   they  also  contrived  not  a  few 
engines  to  oppose  their  engines  withal.     They 
also  sallied  out,  and  burnt  not  only  those  en- 
gines that  were  not  yet  perfected,  but  those 
that  were;  and  when  they  came  hand  to  hand, 
their  attempts  were  not  less  bold  than  those 
of  the  Romans,  though  they  were  behind  them 
in  skill.      They  also  erected  new  works  when 
the  former  were  ruined,   and  making  mines 
under  ground,  they  met  each  other,  and  fought 
there;    and   making  use  of  bnitish    courage 
rather  than  of  prudent  valour,  they  persisted 
in  this  war  to  the  very  last:  and  this  they  did 
while  B  mighty  array  lay  round  about  them, 
and  while  they  were  distressed  by  famine  and 
the  want  of  necessaries,  for  this  happened  to 
be  a  Sabbatic  Year.      The  first  that  scaled  the 
walls  were  twenty  chosen  men;  the  next  were 
Sosius's  centurions;    for   the    first  wall  was 
taken  in  forty  days,  and  the  second  in  fifteen 
more,  when  some  of  the  cloisters  that  were 
about  the  temple  were   burnt,  which   Herod 
gave  out  to   have  been  burnt  by  Antigonus, 
in  order  to  expose  him  to  the  hatred  of  the 
Jews.     And  when  the  outer  court  of  the  tem- 
ple, and  the  lower  city  were  taken,  the  Jews 
tied  into  the  inner  court  of  the  temple,  and 
into  the  upper  city;  but  now  fearing  lest  the 
Romans    should    hinder  them    from    oliering 
their  daily  sacrifices  to  God,  they  sent  an  em- 
bassage, and  desired  that    they   would    only 
permit  them  to    bring    in    beasts    for    sacri- 
fices, which  Herod  granted,  hoping  they  were 
going  to  yield;  but  when  he  saw  that  they 
did  nothing  of  what  hii  supposed,  but  bitterly 
opposed  him,  in  order  to  preserve  the  king, 
doin  to  Antigonus,  he  made  an  assault  upon 
the  city,  and  took  it  by  storm;  and  now  all 
parts  were  full  of  those  that  were  slain,  by  the 
rage  of  the  Romans  at  tlie  long  duration  of 
the  siege,  and  by  the  ze;il  of  the  Jews  that 
were  on   Herod's  side,  who  were  not  willing 
to  leave  one  r.f  their  adversaries  alive;  so  they 
were  murdered    continually   in    the   narrow 
streets  and  in  the  houses  by  crowds,  and  .is 
they  were  tlying  to  the  temple  for  shelter,  and 
there  was  no  pity  taken  of  either  infants  or 
the  aged,  nor  did  they  s|)are  so  much  as  the 
weaker   sex;    nay,  although    the    king    sent 
about,  and  besought  thecn  to  spare  the  people, 
yet  nobody  restrained  tbeir  hand  from  slaugh- 
ter, but,  as  if  they  were  a  company  of  mad- 
men, they  fell  upon  persons  of  all  ages,  with- 
out distinction;  and  then  Antigonus,  without 
regard  to  either  his  past  or  present  circum- 
stances, came  down  from  the  citadel,  and  fell 
down  at  the  feet  of  Sosius,  who  took  no  pity 
of  him,  in  the  change  of  his  fortune,  but  in- 
sulted  him  beyond  measure,  and  called  him 
Antigone  [i.  e.   a  woman,  and    not  a  man]  ; 
yet  did  he  not  treat  him  as  if  he  were  a  woman, 
by  letting  hiui  go  at    liberty,   but    put    him 
into  boruls,  and  kept  him  in  close  cu-tody. 
^.   And  now   Herod   having  overcome  his 
.     2C 


403 


ANTIQUITIES    OF  THE  JEWS. 


BOOK  XIV. 


enemies,  his  care  \ths  to   govern  tbose  fb- 

reigTiers  \vbo  bad  been  bis  assistants,  for  the 
crowd  of  strangers  rushed  to  see  the  temple, 
and  the  sacred  things  in  the  temple;  but  tbe 
king  thinking  a  victory  to  be  a  more  severe 
affliction  than  a  defeat,  if  any  of  those  things 
which  it  was  not  lawful  to  see  should  be  seen 
by  them,  used  entreaties  and  threatrni'igs, 
and  even  sometime  force  itself,  to  restrain 
them.  He  also  prohibited  the  ravage  that 
was  made  in  the  city,  and  many  times  asked 
Sosius.  whether  the  Romans  would  empty 
the  ciiy  boib  of  njoTiey  and  men,  and  leave 
him  king  of  a  desert;  and  told  him,  that  he 
esteemed  the  dominion  over  tbe  whole  habi- 
table earth  as  by  no  means  an  equivalent  satis- 
faction for  such  a  murder  of  his  citizens:  and 
when  be  said  that  this  plunder  was  justly  to 
be  permitted  the  soldiers  for  the  siege  they 
had  undergone,  he  replied,  that  he  would  give 
every  one  bis  reward  out  of  bis  own  money; 
and  by  this  means  he  redeemed  what  re- 
mained of  tbe  city  from  destruction;  and  he 
performed  what  he  had  promised  him,  for  he 
gave  a  noble  present  to  every  soldier,  and  a 
proportionable  present  to  their  commanders; 
but  a  most  royal  present  to  Sosius  himself, 
till  they  all  went  away  full  of  money. 

4.  This  destruction  befel  the  city  of  Jeru- 
salem when  Marcus  Agrijipa  and  Caninius 
GalUis  were  consuls  at  Rome.*  on  tbe  hun- 
dred and  eigbty-fiftb  olympiad,  on  the  third 
month,  on  the  solemnity  of  the  fast,  as  if  a 
periodical  revolution  of  calamities  bad  re- 
turned since  that  which  befel  the  Jews  under 

*  Note  here  tliat  Josephus  fully  and  frequently  as- 
sures us,  that  there  passed  :.hove  three  >t'ars  between 
Herod's  6nt  obuinJn^  the  kingdom  at  Rome  and  h  « 
Second  obtaioinj;  it  upon  the  lakini;  of  Je^1l^alem  and 
deaib  of  AutiRonus.  The  present  history  of  this  inler- 
val  twin*  mentions  the  army  poins;  into  winter  qniiners, 
which  perhaps  belonged  to  |mo  several  winters  (ch.  xv. 
sect.  3,  4] ;  and  though  Josephus  says  nothing  how  long 
they  lay  in  thiise  quarter?,  yet  does  he  i;i\e  surli  an  ac- 
oonnl  of  the  long  :ind  stndieil  delays  of  Vent  dius.  Silo. 
and  Marheras,  who  were  to  see  HeroH  settled  in  his 
new  kinL;di>ni  (but  seem  not  to  have  had  sUlicieiit 
f(>rr»-s  U<r  that  purpose,  and  were  for  certain  all  cor- 
njpled  by  Anti|!onn«  to  male  ti.e  longest  deluys  possi- 
ble), and  elves  ns  such  parlicuhir  accounts  of  the  many 
prrat  actions  of  Herod  durii'g  the  same  interval,  as 
fail  ly  imply  that  interval,  before  Herod  went  to  Saroo- 
sata.  to  have  been  vejy  considerable.  However,  what 
is  waDling  in  Josepbusi,  is  fully  supplied  b;  AloKsCho- 


Pompey;  for  the  Jews  were  taken  by  faim 
on  the  same  day,  and  this  was  after  twenty- 
seven  years'  time.  So  when  Sosius  bad  de- 
dicated a  crown  of  gold  to  God,  he  niHrched 
away  from  Jerusalem,  and  carried  Antif.'onu9 
with  him  in  bonds  to  Antony;  but  Herod 
was  afraid  lest  Antigonus  should  lie  kept  in 
1  piison  [only]  by  Antony,  and  that  when  he 
I  was  carried  to  Rome  by  bim,  he  might  pet 
his  cause  to  be  heard  by  tbe  senate,  and  might 
demonstrate,  as  he  was  himself  of  the  ro)al 
blood,  and  Herod  but  a  private  man,  that 
therefore  it  belonged  to  his  sons,  however,  to 
have  the  kingdom  on  account  of  the  family 
they  were  of,  in  case  he  had  himself  offended 
the  Romans  by  what  he  had  done.  Out  of 
Herod's  fear  of  this  it  was  that  he,  by  giving 
Antony  a  great  deal  of  money,  endeavoured 
to  persuade  bim  to  have  Antigonus  slain, 
which,  if  it  were  once  done,  he  should  he 
free  from  that  fear.  And  thus  did  the  go- 
vernment of  tbe  Asamoneans  cease,  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six  years  after  it  was  first  sel 
up.  This  family  *as  a  splendid  and  an  illus- 
trious one,  both  on  account  of  the  nobility 
of  their  stock,  and  of  the  dignity  of  tbe  high- 
priesthood,  as  also  for  the  glorious  actions 
their  ancestors  had  performed  for  our  nation; 
but  these  men  lost  the  government  by  iheir 
dissensions  one  with  another,  and  it  came  to 
Herod,  the  son  of  Antipater,  who  was  of  no 
more  than  a  vulgar  family,  and  of  no  enii- 
nent  extraction,  but  one  that  was  subject  to 
other  kings.  And  this  is  what  history  tells 
us  was  the  end  of  the  Asamoneaii  family. 

renensii,  the  Armenian  historian,  in  his  history  of  that 
interval  (b  i:.  ch.  xviii);  where  he  directly  assures  us 
that  Ticraneii,  then  kin^  of  Armenia,  and  the  prinrtpal 
manager  of  this  Parthian  war,  reigned  two  years  after 
Herod  was  made  kin^;  at  Rome,  and  yet  Antony  did 
not  hiar  of  hts  death,  in  that  very  neiKlibourhood,  at 
S.imosata.  till  he  was  come  tliilher  to  besie(;e  it;  after 
whicli  Herod  brought  him  an  army,  which  was  thr«^ 
hundred  and  forty  milrs'  march,  and  thruuch  a  dtfli. 
cull  country,  fnll  of  enemies  also,  and  joined  with  him 
in  the  ste^e  of  Samosata  till  that  cily  was  taken;  then 
Herod  and  Sosius  marched  back  wiUi  their  targe  arroie* 
the  same  nnmber  ot  three  hundred  and  f<<r(y  roi-es  ; 
and  when,  in  a  liltJe  time,  they  sat  down  to  be^iete  Je- 
rusalem, they  were  not  able  to  take  it  but  by  a  biece  of 
five  months.  All  ^^  bich  put  together,  fully  supplies 
what  is  wanting  in  Josepbus,  and  secuiTS  tie  entin 
chronology  of  these  times  beyond  coDtradktion. 
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CONTAININO  TUB  INTERVAL  O?  ElOHTBEN  YEARI 

FROM  THE  DEATH  OF  ANTIGONUS  TO  THE  FINISHING  OF  THB 
TEMPLE  BY  HEROD. 


CHAPTER  I. 

CONCERNING  POLLIO  AND  SAMEAS.  IlEnOD 
SLAYS  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  ANTIGONUs's 
FRIENDS,  AND  SPOILS  THE  CITY  OF  ITS 
WEALTH.        ANTONY   BEHEADS    ANTIGONUS. 

§  1 .  How  Sosius  and  Herod  took  Jerusalem 
by  force;  and  hesidcs  thnt,  how  they  took 
Aiitigonus  captive,  has  been  related  by  tis  in 
the  forepninR  book.  We  will  novs-  proceed  in 
the  narration.  And  since  Ilirod  had  now  the 
poveriniient  of  all  Judea  put  into  his  hands, 
he  promoted  sni'h  of  the  private  men  of  the 
citviis  had  been  of  bi^  party,  but  never  lef^ 
off  uveiiginfT  and  punishing  every  day  those 
that  had  chosen  to  be  of  the  party  of  his  ene- 
mies ;  bnt  PoUio  the  Pharisee,  and  Sameas,  a 
disciple  of  his,  were  honoured  by  him  above 
all  the  rest ;  for  when  Jerusalem  was  besieged, 
they  advised  the  citizens  to  receive  Herod 
for  which  advice  they  -were  well  requited. 
But  this  PoUio,  at  the  time  when  Herod  was 
once  upon  his  trial  of  life  and  death,  foretold, 
in  way  of  reproach  to  Hyrcanus  and  the  other 
judges,  how  this  Herod,  whom  they  suffered 
now  to  escape,  would  afterward  inflict  punish- 
ment on  them  all;  which  had  its  completion 
in  time,  while  God  fulfilled  the  words  he  had 
spoken.  - 

2.  At  this  time  Herod,  nowr  he  had  got 
Jerusalem  under  his  power,  carried  off  all  the 
royal  ornaments  and  spoiled  the  wealthy  men 
of  what  they  had  gotten ;  and  when,  by  these 
means,  he  had  heaped  together  a  great  quan- 
tity of  silver  and  gold,  he  gave  it  all  to  An- 
tonv,  and  his  friends  that  were  about  him. 
He  also  slew  forty-five  of  the  principal  men 
of  Antigonus's  party,  and  set  guards  at  the 
gates  of  the  city,  that  nothing  might  be  car- 
ried out  together  with  their  dead  bodies. — 
Theyalso  searched  the  dead,  and  whatsoever 
was  found,  either  of  silver  or  gold,  or  other 
treasure,  it  was  carried  to  the  king ;  nor  was 
there  any  end  of  the  miseries  he  brought 
upon  them;  and  this  distress  was  in  part  oe- 
4^sioned  by  the   covetuusncss  of  the  princft 


regent,  who  was  still  in  want  of  more,  and  in 
part  by  the  Sabbatic  Year,  which  was  still  go- 
ing on,  and  forced  the  country  to  lie  still  un- 
cultivated, since  we  are  forbidden  to  sow  th« 
land  in  that  year.  Now  when  Antony  had 
received  Antigoniis  as  his  captive,  he  deter- 
mined to  keep  him  against  his  triumph;  but 
when  he  heard  that  the  nation  grew  seditious, 
and  that,  out  of  their  hatred  to  Herod,  they 
continued  to  bear  good-will  to  Antigonus,  he 
resolved  to  behead  him  at  Antioch,  for  other- 
wise the  Jews  could  no  way  be  brought  to  be 
quiet.  And  Strabo  of  Cappadocia  attests  to 
what  I  have  said,  when  he  thus  speaks: — 
"Antony  ordered  Antigonus  the  Jew  to  be 
brought  to  Antioch,  and  there  to  be  behead- 
ed; and  this  Antony  seems  to  me  to  have 
been  the  very  first  man  who  beheaded  a  king, 
as  supposing  he  could  no  other  way  bend  the 
minds  of  the  Jews  so  as  to  receive  Herod, 
whom  he  had  made  king  in  his  stead;  for  by 
no  torments  could  they  be  forced  to  call  him 
king,  so  great  a  fondness  they  had  for  their 
former  king;  so  he  thought  that  this  disho- 
nourable death  would  diminish  the  value  they 
had  for  Antigonus's  memory,  and  at  the  same 
time  would  diminish  the  hatred  they  bare  to 
Herod."     Thus  far  Strabo. 


CHAPTER  U. 

HOW  HYRCANUS  WAS  SET  AT  LIBERTY  BY  THB 
PARTHIANS,  AND  RETURNED  TO  HEEOD  ; 
AND  WHAT  ALEXANDRA  DID  WHEN  BH8 
HEARD  THAT  ANANELU3  WAS  MADE  UIOU- 

rUIEST. 

§  1.  Now  after  Herod  was  in  possession  of 
the  kingdom,  Hyrcanus  the  high-priest,  who 
was  then  a  captive  among  the  Parthians,  came 
to  him  again,  and  was  set  free  from  his  cap- 
tivity in  the  manner  following: — Barzapharne* 
and  Pacorus,  the  generals  of  the  Parthians, 
tor>U  Hyrcanus,  who  was  first  made  high-priest 
aud    afterwards    king,   and    Herod's    bruth^lu 
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Pbasaelus,  captives,  and  were  carrying  them 
away  into  Parthia.  Pbasaelus  indeed  could 
not  bear  tbe  reproach  of  being  in  bonds;  and 
thinking  that  death  with  glory  was  better 
than  any  life  whatsoever,  he  became  his  own 
executioner,  as  I  have  formerly  related. 

2  But  when  Hyrcanus  was  brought  into 
Parthia,  tbe  king  Phraates  treated  him  after  a 
very  gentle  manner,  as  having  already  learned 
of  what  an  illustrious  family  he  was;  on  which 
account  he  set  him  free  from  bis  bonds,  and 
gave  him  a  habitation  at  Babylon,*  where 
there  were  Jews  in  great  numbers.  These 
Jews  honoured  Hyrcanus  as  their  high-priest 
and  king,  as  did  all  the  Jewish  nation  that 
dwelt  as  Car  as  Euphrates,  which  respect  was 
very  much  to  his  satisfaction.  But  when  he 
was  informed  that  Herod  bad  received  tbe 
kingdom,  new  hopes  came  upon  him,  as  hav- 
ing been  himself  still  of  a  kind  disposition 
towards  him;  and  expecting  that  Herod  would 
bear  in  mind  what  favour  he  bad  received 
from  him,  and  when  be  was  upon  bis  trial,  and 
when  he  was  in  danger  that  a  capital  sentence 
would  be  pronounced  against  him,  he  deli- 
vered him  from  that  danger,  and  from  all 
punishment.  Accordingly,  lie  talked  of  that 
matter  with  the  Jews  that  came  often  to  him 
with  great  affection;  but  lliey  endeavoured  to 
retain  him  among  them,  and  desired  that  he 
would  stay  with  them,  putting  him  in  mind  of 
the  kind  offices  and  honours  they  did  bini,  and 
that  those  honours  they  paid  him  were  not  at 
all  inferior  to  what  they  could  pay  to  either 
their  high-priests  or  their  kinps:  and  what 
was  a  greater  motive  to  determine  hiui,  they 
said,  was  this,  that  he  could  not  have  those 
dignities  [in  Judea]  because  of  that  maim  in 
bis  body,  which  had  been  inflicted  on  him  by 
Antigonus;  and  that  kings  do  not  use  to  re- 
quite men  for  those  kindnesses  which  they 
received  when  they  were  private  persons,  the 
height  of  their  fortune  making  usually  no 
small  changes  in  them. 

3.  Now,  although  they  suggested  these 
arguments  to  him  for  his  own  advantage,  yet 
did  Hyrcanus  still  desire  to  depart.  Herod 
also  wrote  to  him,  and  persuaded  him  to  de- 
sire of  Phraates  and  the  Jews  that  were  there 
that  they  should  not  grudge  him  the  royal 
authority,  which  he  should  have  jointly  with 
himself,  for  that  now  was  the  proper  time  for 
himself  to  make  him  amends  for  tbe  favours 
he  had  received  from  him,  as  having  been 
brought  up  by  him,  and  saved  by  him  also, 
as  well  as  for  Hyrcanus  to  receive  it.  And 
as  he  wrote  thus  to  Hyrcanus,  so  did  he  send 
also  Saramallas  his  ambassador  to  Phraates, 
and  many  presents  with  him,  and  desired  him, 

•  The  city  here  called  "  Babjion"  by  Josephus.  seems 

to  be  the  one  which  was  buill  hy  si*me  ft  the  Seleucidae, 
npon  the  Tip^s;  which.  Ions  atter  the  utter  Hesolatioti  of 
Old  Bahylon,  was  commonlt  so  railed.  r,rd  I  suppose 
not  far  Irom  Seieucia;  just  as  the  i;il,  r  atijoinin,;  city 
6ak;dat  has  lieen  and  is  often  called  hy  ti*e  same  uKl 
oaoie  of  BabyloD  till  this  very  Oay. 


in  the  niost  obliging  way,  that  he  would  be  no 
hinderance  to  his  gratitude  towards  his  bene 
factor.  But  this  zeal  of  Herod's  did  not  flow  , 
from  that  principle,  but  because  he  hail  been 
made  governor  of  that  country  without  having 
any  just  claim  to  it,  he  was  afraid,  and  that 
upon  reasons  good  enough,  of  a  change  in  his 
condition,  and  so  made  what  haste  be  could  to 
get  Hyrcanus  into  his  power,  or  indeed  to  put 
him  quite  out  of  the  way;  which  last  thing 
he  effected  afterwards. 

4.  Accordingly,  when  Hyrcanus  came,  full 
of  assurance,  by  the  permission  of  the  king 
of  Parthia,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  Jews, 
who  supplied  him  with  money, Herod  received 
him  with  all  possible  respect,  and  gave  him 
the  upper  place  at  public  meetings,  and  set 
him  above  all  the  rest  at  feasts,  and  thereby 
deceived  him.  He  called  him  his  father,  and 
endeavoured,  by  all  the  ways  possible,  that  he 
might  have  no  suspicion  of  any  treacherous 
design  against  him.  He  also  did  other  things, 
in  order  to  secure  his  government,  which  yet 
occasioned  a  sedition  in  his  own  family;  for 
being  cautious  how  he  made  any  illustrious 
persoti  the  high-priest  of  God,t  he  sent  for 
mi  obscure  priest  out  of  Babvlon,  whose  name 
was  Aiiaiielus,  and  bestowed  the  high-priest- 
hood upon  him. 

5.  However,  Alexandra,  the  daughter  of 
Hyrcanus,  and  wife  of  Alexander,  the  soti  of 
.^ri^tobulus  the  king,  who  had  also  brought 
Alexander  [two]  children,  could  not  bear.this 
Indignity.  Now  this  son  was  one  of  the 
greatest  comeliness,  and  was  called  Aristo- 
biilus ;  and  the  daughter,  Mariamne,  was 
married  to  Herod,  and  eminent  for  her  beauty 
also.  This  Alexandra  was  much  disturbed, 
and  took  this  indignity  offered  to  her  son  ex- 
ceeding ill,  that  while  he  was  alive,  any  one 
else  should  be  sent  to  have  the  dignity  of  the 
hi;;h- priesthood  conferred  upon  him.  Accor. 
dingly  she  wrote  to  Cleopatra  (a  musician 
assisting  her  in  taking  care  to  have  her  lelters 
carried)  to  desire  her  intercession  with  An- 
tony, in  order  to  gain  the  high-priesthood  for 
her  son. 

6.  But  as  Antony  was  slow  in  granting  this 
request,  his  friend  DelliusJ  came  into  Judea 
upon  some  affairs,  and  when  he  saw  Aristobu- 


+  Hete  we  have  an  eminent  eiHinple  of  Hefod*s 
worldly  and  profane  politics,  when  hy  the  abuse  o(  bis 
iinlawliil  and  usurped  power,  to  make  whom  he  pleased 
hieh-priest.  in  the  person  of  Ananelus,  be  occasioned 
such  disturbances  in  his  kingdom,  and  in  bis  own  fa- 
mily, as  suffered  him  to  enjoy  no  lasung  peace  or  tran- 
quillity ever  afterwards:  and  such  is  frequently  the  ef- 
fect of  profane  court  politics  about  matters  of  religion 
111  other  ages  and  nations.  The  Old  Testament  is  full 
of  the  miseries  of  the  people  of  the  Jews  derived  from 
such  court  politics,  especially  in  and  after  the  days  of 
Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Nebat«  *•  wbo  made  Israel  n>  sin ;" 
who  cave  the  most  pernicious  example  of  it:  who  brought 
on  the  grossest  corruption  of  religion  by  it:  and  the 
punishment  of  whose  fimily  lor  it  was  most  remarkable. 
The  case  is  too  well  known  to  stand  in  ueed  of  particular 
citations. 

Of  this  wicLed  Delliuj,  sectbe  note  on  tbn  Viu-,  hwi 
cb.xv.sec13,     ■'    **  j'U.  w'><  ,*^    .  vJ       u    w.N>i-.«  (S 
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lus,  be  stood  in  admiration  at  the  taUi^ef  s  and 

handsomeness   of   the  child,    and  no  Vss  »t 

Mariainne,  the  king's  wife,  and  was  opin  in 

his  connniendations  of  Alexandra,  as  the  mo- 
ther of  most   beautiful  children:    and    when 

she  came  to  discourse  with  him,  be  persuaded 

ber  to  get  pictures  drawn  of  them  both,  and 

to  send  tbem  to  Antony,  for  that  when  he  saw 

them,   be   would  deny  her  nothing  that  she 

would  ask.  Accordingly,  Alexandra  was  ele- 
vated with  these  words  of  bis,  and  sent  the 

pictures  to  Antony.  Dellius  also  talked  ex- 
travagantly, and  said  that  these  children  seemed 

not  derived    from  men,  but   from  some  god 

or   otbar.     Uis  design  in    doing    so   was   to 

entice  Antony  into  lewd  pleasures  with  them, 

who  was  ashamed  to  send  for  the  damsel,  as 

being  the  wife  of  Herod,  and  avoided  it,  be- 
cause of  the  reproaches  he  should  have  from 

Cleopatra  on  that  arcount;  but  he  sent,  in 

the  most  decent  manner  he    could,  for    the 

young  man;   but  added  this  withal,  unless  he 

tbougbt  it  hard  upon  him  so  to  do.      When 

this  letter  was  brought  to  Herod,  he  did  not 

think  it  safe  for  him  to  send  one  so  handsome 

»s  was  Aristobulus,  in  the  prime  of  bis  life, 

for  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  of  so  noble 

a  family,  ajid  particularly  not  to  Antony,  the 

principal  man  among  the  Romans,   and   one 

that  would  abuse  him  in  his  amours,  and  be- 
sides, one  that  openly  indulged  himself  in  such 

pleasures  as  his  power  allowed  him.  without 

controul.  He  therefore  wrote  back  to  him, 
that  if  this  boy  should  only  go  out  of  the 
country,  all  would  be  in  a  state  of  war  and 
uproar;  because  the  Jews  were  in  hopes  of  a 
change  in  the  government,  and  to  have  ano- 
ther king  over  them. 

7.  When  Herod  had  thus  excused  himself 
to  Antony,  be  resolved  that  be  would  not  en- 
tirely permit  the  child  of  Alexandra  to  be 
treated  dishonourably ;  but  his  wife  JIariamne 
lay  vehemently  at  bim  to  restore  the  high- 
priesthood  to  her  brother;  and  he  judged  it 
was  for  his  advantage  so  to  do,  because,  if  he 
once  bad  that  dignity,  be  could  not  go  out  of 
the  country.  So  he  called  all  his  friends  to- 
gether, and  told  them  that  Alexandra  privately 
conspired  against  his  royal  authority,  and  en- 
deavoured, by  the  means  of  Cleopatra,  so  to 
bring  it  about,  that  he  might  be  deprived  of 
the  government,  and  that  by  Antony's  means 
this  youth  might  have  the  management  of  pub- 
lic affairs  in  his  stead ;  and  that  this  proce- 
dure of  hers  was  unjust,  since  she  would  at 
the  same  time  deprive  her  daughter  of  the  dig- 
nity she  now  had,  and  would  bring  disturb- 
ances upon  the  kingdom,  for  which  he  had 
taken  a  great  deal  of  pains,  and  had  gotten  it 
with  extraordinary  hazards:  that  yet,  while 
be  well  remembered  her  wicked  practices,  he 
would  not  leave  off  doing  what  was  right  him- 
self, but  would  even  now  give  the  youth  the 

high-priesthood;  and  that  be  formerly  set  up    ^  ^  ^ 

^lane'us,   because  Aristobulus  was  then  so   w1)«d  the  ofEcr  of  high-phetthood  wai  at  an  tncL 


very  young  a  child.  Now  wheji  he  had  said 
this,  not  at  random,  but  as  be  thought  with 
the  best  discretion  be  had,  in  order  to  deceive 
the  women,  and  those  friends  whom  be  had 
taken  to  consult  withal,  Alexandra,  out  of 
the  great  joy  she  had  at  this  unexpected  pro- 
mise, and  out  of  fear  from  the  suspicions  she 
lay  under,  fell  a-weeping;  and  made  the  fol- 
lowing apology  for  herself,  and  said,  tbat  as 
to  the  [high]  priesthood,  she  was  very  much 
concerned  for  the  disgrace  her  son  was  under, 
and  so  did  her  utmost  endeavours  to  procure 
it  for  bim,  but  that  as  to  the  kingdom,  she 
had  made  no  attempts,  and  tbat  if  it  were 
offered  her  [for  her  son],  she  would  not  ac- 
cept it ;  and  that  now  she  would  be  satisfied 
with  her  son's  dignity,  while  he  himself  held 
the  civil  government,  and  she  had  thereby  the 
security  that  arose  from  his  peculiar  ability  in 
governing,  to  all  the  remainder  of  her  family: 
that  she  was  now  overcome  by  his  benefits, 
and  thankfully  accepted  of  this  honour  shown 
by  him  to  her  son,  and  that  she  would  here- 
after be  entirely  obedient;  and  she  desired 
him  to  excuse  her,  if  the  nobility  of  her  fa- 
mily, and  that  freedom  of  acting  which  she 
thought  that  allowed  her,  bad  made  her  act 
too  precipitately  and  imprudently  in  this  mat- 
ter. So  when  they  bad  spoken  thus  to  one 
another,  they  came  to  an  agreement;  and  all 
suspicions,  so  far  as  appeared,  were  vanished 
away. 

CHAPTER  IIT. 

HOW  HEBOD,  UPON  HIS  MAKING  ABISTOStTLtTS 
HIGH-PRIEST,  TOOK  CABE  THAT  HE  SHOULD 
BE  MCBDERED  IN  A  LITTLE  TIME;  AND 
WHAT  APOLOGY  HE  MADE  TO  ANTONY 
ABOUT  ARISTOBULUS:  AS  ALSO  CONCEEN- 
ING  JOSEPH  AND  MARIAMNE. 

§  1.  So  king  Herod  immediately  took  the 
high-priesthood  away  from  Ananelus,  who, 
as  we  said  before,  was  not  of  this  country, 
but  one  of  those  Jews  that  had  been  carried 
captive  beyond  Euphrates;  for  there  were  not 
a  few  ten  thousands  of  this  people  that  bad 
been  carried  captives,  and  dwelt  about  Baby- 
lonia, whence  Ananelus  came.  He  was  one 
of  the  stock  of  the  high-priests,*  and  had  been 
of  old   a   particular   friend   of  Herod;    and 

•  when  Josephus  says  here  that  this  Aoanelaa,  the 
new  high-priest,  was  "  of  the  Btocis  of  the  high-priesls,"' 
and  since  he  had  been  just  telling  us  that  he  was  a 
priest  r,f  an  obscure  family  or  character  {ch.  ii.  sect.  4), 
It  is  not  at  all  probable  that  he  could  so  soon  say  that 
he  was  '*of  the  stock  of  the  hich-priests. "  However, 
Josephus  here  makes  a  remarkable  observation,  that 
this  Ananelus  was  the  third  that  was  ever  unjustis  and 
wickedly  turned  out  of  the  high-priesthood  by  the  civil 
power,  no  king  or  governor  having  ventured  to  do  so, 
that  Josephus  knew  of,  hot  that  heathen  tyrant  and 
persecutor  Antiochus  Epipbanes;  that  barbacous  par- 
ricide Aristobulus.  the  first  tbat  took  royal  authority 
among  the  Maccabees;  and  this  tyrant  king  Herod  tha 
Great;  althoush  afterward  that  infamous  practice  be- 
came  frequ-'it.  Ml  the    very  desTniction  of  .lerusalen 
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when  he  was  fint  made  king,  be  conferred 
that  dignity  upon  him,  and  now  put  bim  out 
of  it  again,  in  order  to  quiet  the  troubles  in 
bis  family,  though  what  be  did  was  plainly 
unlawful,  for  at  no  other  time  [of  old]  was 
any  one  that  had  once  been  in  that  dignity 
deprived  of  it.  It  was  Antiochus  Epipfaanes 
who  first  broke  that  law,  and  deprived  Jesus, 
and  made  his  brother  Onias  bigb-priest  in  bis 
stead.  Aristobulus  was  the  second  that  did 
so,  and  took  that  dignity  from  bis  brother 
[Hyrcanus];  and  this  Herod  was  the  third 
who  took  that  high  office  away  [from  Anane- 
lus],  and  ga%'e  it  to  this  young  man,  Aristo- 
bulus,  in  bis  stead. 

2.  And  now  Herod  seemed  to  have  healed 
the  divisions  in  his  family;  yet  was  be  not 
without  suspicion,  as  is  frequently  the  case 
of  people  seeming  to  be  reconciled  to  one 
another,  but  thought  that,  as  Alexandra  had 
already  made  attempts  tending  to  innovations, 
so  did  he  fear  that  she  would  go  on  therein, 
if  she  found  a  fit  opportunity  for  so  doing ; 
so  he  gave  a  command  that  she  should  dwell 
in  the  palace,  and  meddle  with  no  public  af- 
fairs: her  guards  also  were  so  careful,  that 
nothing  she  did  in  private  life  every  day  was 
concealed.  All  these  hardships  put  her  out 
of  patience,  by  little  and  little,  ard  she  began 
to  hate  Herod ;  for  as  she  had  the  pride  of  a 
woman  to  the  utmost  degree,  she  bad  great 
indignation  at  this  suspicious  guard  that  was 
ahuut  her,  as  desirous  rather  to  undergo  any 
thing  that  could  befal  her  than  to  be  deprived 
of  her  liberty  of  speech,  and,  under  the  no- 
tion of  an  honorary  guard,  to  live  in  a  state 
of  slavery  and  terror.  She  therefore  sent  to 
Cleopatra,  and  made  a  long  complaint  of  the 
circumstances  she  was  in,  and  entreated  her 
to  do  her  utmost  for  her  assistance.  Cleo- 
patra hereupon  advised  her  to  take  her  son 
with  her,  and  come  awa)  immediately  to  her 
into  Egypt.  This  advice  pleased  ber;  and 
she  had  this  contrivance  for  getting  away: 
She  got  two  coffins  ma«e,  as  if  they  were  to 
carry  away  two  dead  bodies,  and  put  herself 
into  one,  and  her  son  into  the  other,  and  gave 
orders  to  such  of  her  servants  as  knew  other 
iaientions,  to  carry  them  away  in  the  nigbt- 
tiuie.  Now  their  road  was  to  be  thence  to 
the  sea-bide;  and  there  uas  a  ship  ready  to 
catry  them  into  Egvpt.  Kow  .^sop,  one  of 
l'«  ■  servants,  happened  to  fall  upon  Sabion, 
<  <-'  of  ber  friends,  and  spake  of  this  matter 
1 "  him,  as  thinking  he  had  knovsn  of  it  before. 
\V  ben  Sabion  knew  this  (who  had  formerly 
Ijeen  an  enemy  of  Herod,  and  had  been 
esteemed  one  of  those  that  laid  snares  for  and 
gave  the  poison  to  [his  father]  Antipater),  he 
expected  that  this  discovery  would  change 
Herod's  hatred  into  kindness;  so  be  told  the 
king  of  this  private  stratagem  of  Alexandra: 
whereupon  be  suffered  her  to  proceed  to  the 
execution  of  her  project,  and  caueht  her  in 
the  Torf  fikot;  but  still  be  passed  by  her  of- 


fence:  and  thoogh  he  had  a  great  mind  M- 

do  it,  he  durst  not  inflict  any  thing  that  wm 
severe  upon  her,  for  be  knew  that  Cleopatra 
would  not  bear  that  he  should  have  her  ac^ 
cused,  on  account  of  her  hatred  to  him;  bul 
made  a  show  as  if  it  were  rather  the  penerosit/ 
of  his  soul,  and  his  great  moderation,  that 
made  bim  forgive  them.  However,  he  fut\t 
propo.sed  to  himself  to  put  this  young  man 
out  of  the  way,  by  one  means  or  other;  but 
he  thought  be  might  in  all  probability  be  bet. 
ter  concealed  in  doing  it,  if  be  did  it  not  pre- 
sently nor  immediately  after  what  had  lately 
happened. 

3.  And  now,  npon   the   approach    of  the 
feast  of  tabernacles,  which  is  a  festival  very 
mui'h  observed  among  us,  be  let  tho-_e  (iays 
pass  over,  and  both  he  and  the  rest  of  the 
people  were  therein  very  merry;  yet  did  the 
envy  which  at  this  time  amse  in  him,  cause  ' 
him  to  make  haste  to  do  nhat  he  was  about, 
I  and  provoke  bim  to  it;  for  when  this  youth, 
I  AristoliuUis,  who  was  now  in  the  seventeenth  ' 
I  )ear  of  his  age,  went  up  to  the  altar,  accord-  ' 
I  ing  to  the  law,  to  offer  the  sacrifices,  and  thi» 
I  wiih  the  ornaments  of  his  high-priesthocd, 
I  and  when  he  performed  the  sacred  offices,* 
he  seemed  to  be  exceeding  comely  and  taller 
I  than  men  usually  were  at  that  age,  and  to  ex- 
hibit in  his  coumenanee  a  great  deal  of  that 
high  family  he  was  sprung  from, —  a  warm 
zeal    and   affection    to\\'ards    him    appeared 
among  the  people,  and  the  memory  of  the 
actions    of  his    grandfather  Aristobulus  wa» 
fresh  in  their  minds;  and  their  affections  pot 
so  far  the  mastery  of  them,  that  they  could 
not  forbear  to  show  their  inclinations  to  him. 
They  at  once  rejoiced  and  were  confounded.  ' 
and  mingled  with  good  wishes  their  jojful  ac- 
clamations which  they  made  to  him,  till  the 
good-will  of  the  multitude  was  made  too  evi.  " 
dent;  and   they  wore  ra>hly  proclpimed  the' 
happiness  they  had  received   from  his  family 
than  was  fit  under  a  monarchy  to  have  done. 
T-pon  all  this,  Herod  resolved    to    complete 
what  he  had  intended  against  the  young  man. 
When  therefore  the  festival  vras  over,  and  he 
was  feastiiig  at  Jerichof  with  Alexandra,  who 
intertained  him  there,  he  was  then  verv  plea- 
sant  with  the  young  man,  and  drew  him  intn 
a  lonelv  place,  and  at  the  same  time  plaved  ' 
with  him  in  a  juvenile  and  ludicrous  manlier.  ' 
Now  the  nature  of  that  place  was  hotter  that  ' 
ordinary:   so  they  went  out  in  a  body,  and  of 
a  sudden,  and   in  a  vein  of  madness;  and  as 
they  stood  by  the  fish  ponds,  of  which  there 
were  large  ones  about  the  house,  they  went  to 
cool  themselves  [by  bathing],  because  it  was 

•  This  enlirelTconfntes  the  Talroodists,  who  prvtctd 
t^at  no  oDe  under  tm-oty  >c4rs  of  age  couid  officiate  as 
high-priest  among  the  Jews. 

+  An  Hebrew  chronicle,  cited   by  Reland,  says  this 
drowninc  was  at  JoHan.  not  at  Jericho,  ard  this  cTen 
nhen  he  quotes  Jowpbus.     1  suspect  the  IrsBscrAer  ol  . 
the  Hebrew  cbroDiclfl  iBiiitook   the  sune,   and  wrato 
JonUn  for  Jcricbo. 
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In  the  miflst  of  a  hot  day.  At  first  they  were 
only  spectators  of  HtTOfl's  servants  and  ac- 
r^uaintance  as  they  were  snTrnming;  but  after 
a  while,  the  young-  man,  at  the  instigation  of 
Herod,  went  into  the  water  among  them, 
while  such  of  Herod's  acquaintance  as  he  had 
appointed  to  do  it,  dipped  him  as  he  was  swim- 
ming,  and  plunged  hiin'under  water,  in  the 
dark  of  the  evening,  as  if  it  had  heen  done  in 
sport  only ;  noi"  did  they  desist  till  he  was  en- 
tirely suffocated.  And  thus  was  AristobuUis 
murdered,  having  lived  no  more  in  all  than 
eighteen  yeari,*  and  kept  the  high-priesthood 
one  year  only;  which  high-priesthood  Anane- 
lu«  now  recovered  again. 

4.  When  this  sad  accident  was  told  the 
women,  their  joy  was  soon  turned  into  la- 
mentation, at  the  sight  of  the  dead  body  that 
lay  before  them,  and  their  sorrow  was  immo- 
derate. The  city  also  [of  Jerusalem],  upon 
the  spreading  of  this  news,  wa-^  in  very  groat 
grief,  every  family  looking  on  this  calamity  as 
if  it  bad  nut  belonged  to  another,  but  that  one 
of  themselves  was  slain:  but  Alexandra  was 
more  deeply  affected,  upon  her  knowledge 
that  be  had  been  destroyed  [on  purpose}.  Her 
s  Trow  was  greater  than  that  of  others,  by  her 
knowing  how  the  murder  ^vtt8  ciimmittcd;  but 
«he  was  under  the  necessity  of  bearing  up  un- 
der it,  out  of  her  prospect  of  a  greater  mis- 
chief that  might  otherwise  follow;  and  she 
sometimes  came  to  an  inclination  to  destroy 
herself  with  her  own  baiul,  but  still  she  re- 
strained herself,  in  hopes  «he  might  live  long 
enough  to  revenge  the  unjust  murder  thus 
privately  committed;  nay,  she  further  resolved 
to  endeavour  to  live  longer,  and  to  give  no 
occasion  to  think  she  suspected  that  her  son 
was  slain  on  purpose,  and  supposed  that  she 
might  thereby  be  in  a  capacity  6f  revenging 
it  at  a  proper  opportunity.  Thus  did  she  re- 
strain heri^elf,  th;it  she  might  not  be  noted  for 
entertnining  any  such  suspicion.  However. 
Herod  endeavoured  that  none  abroad  should 
believe  that  the  child's  death  was  caused  by 
any  design  of  his;  and  for  this  purpose  he  did 
not  only  use  the  ordinary  signs  of  sorrow,  bui 
fell  into  tears  also,  and  exhibiie<i  a  real  con- 
fusion of  soul;  and  perhaps  his  affections  were 
overcome  on  this  occasion,  when  he  saw  the 
child's  countenance  so  young  and  so  beauti- 
ful, although  his  death  was  supposed  to  tend 
to  his  own  security.  So  far  at  least  this  grief 
served  as  to  make  «ome  apology  for  him;  and 
as  for  his  funeral,  that  he  took  care  should  be 
very  magnificent,  by  making  great  preparation 
for  a  sepulchre  to  lay  his  body  in,  and  pro- 
viding a  great  quantity  of  s[u<-es,  and  burying 
many  ornaments  together  \\  th  him,  till  tlic 
very  women,  who  were  in  such  deep  sorrow, 

•  The  reading  of  one  of  Jospphns'sGreek  MSS.sfems 
herB  t.T  he  right,  ilmt  Ari.ttobnlus  was  '•  notet'ehteen  years 
olil"  wben  he  was  firowiieii,  {••r  he  wh^  not  seveiiift-n 
jrliffi  he  was  ii  iide  hit;!i-pi  ie>I  (eh,  ii.  s<-ct,  "i,  ch-  m  ti-'t. 
3J;  and  he-*:iiiiitDi)ed  in  thbt  off\cv  hui  one  veai,  as  in  the 
plav*  before  ua. 


were  astonished  at  it,  and  received  in  this  way 
some  consolation. 

5.  However,  no  such  things  could  ov*;rcome 
Alexandra's  grief;  but  the  remembrance  ot 
this  miserable  case  made  her  sorrow  both  deej. 
and  obstinate.  Accordingly,  she  wrote  an 
account  of  this  treacherous  scene  to  Cleopatra, 
and  how  her  son  was  murdered;  but  Cleo- 
patra, as  she  had  formerly  been  desirous  to 
give  her  what  satisfaction  she  could,  and  com- 
miserating Alexandra's  misfortunes,  made  the 
case  her  own,  and  would  not  let  Antony  lie 
quiet,  but  excited  biin  to  punish  the  child's 
murder:  for  that  it  was  an  unworthy  thing 
that  Herod,  who  bad  by  him  been  made  a 
king  of  a  kingdom  that  no  way  belonged  to 
him,  should  be  guilty  of  such  horrid  crinie| 
against  those  that  were  of  the  royal  blood  in 
reality,  Antony  was  persuaded  by  these  ar- 
guments; and  when  be  came  to  Laodicea,  he 
sent  and  commanded  Herod  to  come  and 
make  his  defence  as  to  what  he  liad  done  to 
Aristobulus,  for  that  such  a  treacherous  de- 
sign was  not  well  done,  if  he  had  Ai}y  hand  in 
it.  Herod  was  now  in  fear,  both  of  the  ac- 
cusation and  of  Cleopatra's  ill-will  to  him, 
which  was  such  that  she  was  ever  endeavour- 
:  ing  to  make  Antony  hate  him.  He  therefore 
[  determined  to  obey  his  summons,  for  be  had 
!  no  possible  way  to  avoid  it :  so  be  left  his  um-le, 
!  Joseph,  procurator  for  his  government  and  for 
the  public  affairs,  and  gave  biui  a  private 
\  charge,  that  if  Antony  should  kill  him,  he  al>o 
!  should  kill  Mariamne  immediately;  for  that 
lie  had  a  tender  affection  for  this  bis  wife,  and 
was  afraid  of  the  injury  that  should  be  offered 
him,  if,  after  his  death,  she,  for  her  beauty, 
>bould  be  engaged  to  some  other  man:  but 
his  intimation  was  n(»thing  but  this  at  the 
bottom,  that  Antony  had  fallen  in  love  wi(h 
her,  wiien  he  had  formerly  heard  somewhat  of 
her  beauty.  So  when  Herod  had  givi:n  Jo- 
seph this  charge,  ami  had  indeed  no  sure 
hopes  of  escaping  with  bis  life,  he  went  away 
to  Antony. 

6.  Uut  as  Joseph  was  administering  the 
ptibiic  affairs  of  the  kingdom,  and  for  that 
reason  was  very  frequently  with  Mariamne, 
both  because  his  business  required  it,  and  be- 
cause of  the  respects  be  ought  to  pay  to  the 
queen,  he  frequently  let  himself  intodij-courscs 
about  Herod's  kindness,  and  great  affection 
towards  her;  and  when  the  women,  especially 
Alexandra,  used  to  turn  his  discourses  into 
fenn'nine  raillery,  Joseph  was  so  over-desirous 
to  demonstrate  the  king's  inclinations,  that  he 
proceeded  so  far  as  to  mention  the  charge  he 
had  rcci'ived,  ami  thence  drew  his  demonstra- 
tion that  Herod  was  not  al)Ie  to  live  without 
her;  and  that  if  he  should  come  to  any  ill 
eiul,  be  could  not  endure  a  separation  from 
her,  even  after  he  was  dtad.  Thus  spake  Jo- 
seph. lUit  the  women,  ns  was  natural,  did 
not  take  this  to  be  an  inst;mce  of  Herod's 
strong  affection  for  thtni.  but  of  his  severe 
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ss»ge  of  them,  that  they  could  not  escape  de> 
•truction,  nor  a  tyrannical  death,  even  when 
be  u'as  dead  himself:  and  this  saying  [of  Jo> 
eeph]  was  a  foundation  for  the  women's  se- 
vere  suspicions  about  him  afterwards. 

7.  At  this  time  a  report  went  about  Ihe 
city  of  Jerusalem,  among  Herod's  enemies, 
that  Antony  had  tortured  Herod,  and  put 
him  to  death.  This  report,  as  is  natural,  dis- 
turbed those  that  were  about  the  palace,  but 
chiefly  the  women  :  upon  which  Alexandra 
endeavoured  to  persuade  Joseph  to  go  out  of 
the  palace,  and  fly  away  with  them  to  the  en- 
signs of  the  Roman  legion,  which  then  lay  en- 
camped about  the  city,  as  a  guard  to  the  king- 
dom, under  the  command  of  Julius;  for  that 
Xiy  this  means,  if  any  disturbance  should  hap- 
p'en  about  the  palace,  they  should  be  in  greater 
security,  as  having  the  Romans  favourable  to 
them;  and  that  besides  they  hoped  to  obtain 
the  highest  authority,  if  Antony  did  but  once 
see  Mariamne,  by  whose  means  they  should 
recover  the  kingdom,  and  want  nothing  which 
was  reasonable  for  them  to  hope  for,  because 
of  their  royal  extraction. 

8.  But  as  they  were  in  the  midst  of  these 
deliberations,  letters  were  brought  from  He- 
rod about  all  his  atfairs,  and  proved  contrary 
to  the  report,  and  of  what  they  before  expec- 
ted ;  for  when  he  was  come  to  Antony,  he 
soon  recovered  his  interest  with  him,  by  .the 
presents  he  made  him,  which  he  had  brought 
with  1  im  from  Jerusalem  ;  and  be  soon  in- 
duced him,  upon  discoursing  with  him,  to 
leave  offhis  indignation  at  him,  so  that  Cleo- 
patra's persuasions  had  less  force  than  the  ar- 
guments and  presents  he  brought  to  regain 
his  friendship:  for  Antony  said,  that  it  was 
not  good  to  require  an  account  of  a  king,  as 
to  the  affairs  of  his  government,  for  at  this 
rate  he  could  be  no  king  at  all.  but  that  those 
who  had  given  him  that  authority  ought  to 
permit  him  to  make  use  of  it.  He  Vlso  said 
the  same  things  to  Cleopatra,  that  it  would 
be  best  for  her  not  busily  to  meddle  with  the 
acts  of  the  king's  government.  Herod  wrote 
an  account  of  these  things ;  and  enlarged 
npon  the  other  honours  which  he  had  received 
from  Antony  :  how  he  sat  by  him  at  his  hear- 
ing causes,  and  took  his  diet  with  him  every 
day,  and  that  he  enjoyed  those  favours  from 
him,  notwithstanding  the  reproaches  that 
Cleopatra  so  severely  laid  against  him,  who 
having  a  great  desire  of  his  lountry,  and  ear- 
nestly entreating  Antony  that  the  kingdom 
alight  be  given  to  her,  laboured  with  her  ut- 
:iiost  diligence  to  have  Irim  out  ol'  the  way  ; 
but  that  be  still  found  Antony  just  to  him, 
and  had  no  longer  any  apprehensions  of  hard 
treatment  from  him  ;  and  that  he  was  soon 
up^^n  his  return,  with  a  firmer  additional  as- 
surance of  his  fcvour  to  him,  in  bis  reigning 
and  managing  public  affuirs;  and  that  there 
was  no  longer  ain  'lope  iur  Cleojiittra's  covet- 
ous temper,  since  Antonvbad  fp^en  her  Cele- 


syria,  instead  of  what  she  desired ;  by  which 
means  he  had  at  once  pacified  her,  and  got 
clear  of  the  entreaties  which  she  made  him 
to  have  Judea  bestowed  upon  her. 

9.  AVhen  these  letters  were  brought,  the 
women  left  off  their  attempt  for  flying  to  the 
Romans,  which  they  thought  of  while  Herod 
was  supposed  tobetiead;  yet  was  not  that 
purpose  of  theirs  a  secret;  but  when  the  king 
had  conducted  Antony  on  his  way  against  the 
I'arthians,  he  returned  to  Judea,  when  both 
his  sister  Salome,  and  his  mother,  informed 
him  of  Alexandra's  intentions.  Salome  also 
added  somewhat  farther  against  Joseph,  though 
it  was  no  more  than  a  calumny,  that  he  had 
often  had  criminal  conversation  with  Mari- 
amne. The  reason  of  her  saying  so  was  this, 
that  she  for  a  long  time  hare  her  ill-will;  for 
when  they  had  differences  with  one  another, 
Mariamne  took  great  freedoms,  and  reproach- 
ed the  rest  for  the  meanness  of  their  birth.— 
But  Herod,  whose  aifection  to  Mariamne  »hs 
always  very  warm,  was  presently  disturbed 
at  this,  and  could  not  bear  the  torments  of 
jealousy,  but  was  still  restrained  from  doing 
any  rash  thing  to  her  by  the  love  he  bad  for 
her:  yet  did  his  vehement  affection  and  jea- 
lousy together  make  him  ask  Mariamne  by 
herself  about  this  matter  of  Joseph ;  hut  she 
denied  it  upon  her  oath,  and  said  all  that  an 
innocent  woman  could  possibly  say  in  her 
own  defence;  so  that  by  little  and  little  the 
king  was  prevailed  upon  to  drop  the  suspi- 
cion, and  left  off  his  anger  at  her ;  and  being 
overcome  with  his  passion  for  his  wife,  he 
made  an  apology  to  her  for  having  seemed 
to  believe  what  be  had  heard  about  her, 
and  returned  her  a  great  many  acknowledg- 
ments of  her  modest  behaviour,  and  professed 
the  extraordinary  affection  and  kindness  he 
hail  for  her,  till  at  last,  as  is  usua.  net  ween 
lovers,  they  both  fell  into  tears,  and  em- 
braced one  another  with  a  most  tender  affec- 
tion. But  as  the  king  gave  more  and  more 
as>urances  of  his  belief  of  her  fidehty,  and 
endeavoured  to  draw  her  to  a  like  confidence 
in  him,  Mariamne  said,  '*  Yet  was  not  that 
command  thou  gavest,  that  if  any  harm  came 
to  thee  from  Antony,  I,  who  had  been  no 
occasion  of  it,  should  perish  with  thee,  a 
sign  of  thy  love  to  me  ?"  AVhen  these 
words  were  fallen  from  her,  the  king  was 
shocked  at  them,  and  presently  let  her  go  out 
of  his  arms,  and  cried  out,  and  tore  his  hair 
with  his  own  hands,  and  said,  that  now  be 
had  an  evident  demonstration  that  Joseph  bad 
had  criminal  conversation  with  bis  wife  ;  for 
tliiit  he  would  never  have  uttered  what  he  had 
told  him  alone  by  himself,  unless  there  had 
been  such  a  great  familiarity  and  firm  confi- 
dence between  them.  And  while  he  was  in 
this  passion  he  had  liked  to  have  killed  his 
wife;  but  being  still  overborne  by  his  love  to 
hi-r,  he  restrained  this  his  passion,  though  not 
without  a  lasting   grief  and  disquietnen  of 
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mind.  However,  he  gave  order  to  slay  Jo- 
seph, without  permitting  hira  to  come  into 
his  sight;  and  as  for  Alexandra,  he  bound  her, 
and  kept  her  in  custody,  as  the  cause  of  all 
this  D;i8chief. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

HOW  CLEOPATRA,  WHEN  SHE  HAD  GOTTEN 
FROM  ANTUNT  SOME  PARTS  OF  JITDKA  AND 
ARABIA,  CAME  INTO  JUDEA",  AND  HOW  HF- 
ROD  GAVE  HER  MANY  PRESENTS,  AND  CON- 
DUCTED HER  ON  HER  WAY  BACK  TO  EGYPT. 

§  1.  Now  at  this  time  the  affairs  of  Syria 
were  in  confusion  by  Cleopatra's  constant 
persuasions  to  Antony  to  mwlce  an  Httempt 
upon  every  body's  dominions;  for  she  per- 
suaded him  to  take  those  dominions  away 
from  their  several  princes  and  bestow  them 
tipon  her;  and  she  had  a  mijjhty  influence 
upon  him,  by  reason  of  his  being  enslaved  to 
her  by  his  atfections.  She  was  also  by  na- 
ture very  covftous,  atid  stuck  at  no  wicked- 
ness. She  had  already  poisoned  her  brother, 
because  she  knew  that  be  was  to  be  king-  of 
Egypt,  and  this  when  he  was  but  fifteen  years 
old ;  and  she  got  her  sister  Arsinoe  to  be 
slain,  by  the  means  of  Antony,  when  she  was 
R  supplicant  at  Diana's  temple  at  Ephesus ; 
for  if  there  were  but  any  hopes  of  gutting  mo- 
ney, she  would  violate  both  temples  and  se- 
|:jdchre3.  Nor  was  there  any  holy  place  that 
was  esteemed  the  most  inviolable,  from  which 
she  would  not  fetch  the  ornaments  it  had  in 
it;  nor  any  place  so  profane,  but  was  to  suf- 
fer the  moat  flagitious  treatment  possible  from 
hrr,  if  it  could  but  contribute  somewhat  to 
the  covetous  humour  of  this  wicked  creature; 
yet  did  not  all  this  suffice  so  extravagant  a 
woman,  who  was  a  slave  to  her  lusts,  but  she 
still  imagined  that  she  wanted  every  thing 
she  could  think  of.  and  did  her  utmost  to 
gain  it;  for  which  reason  she  hurried  Antony 
on  perpetually  to  deprive  others  of  their  do- 
minions, and  give  them  to  her;  and  as  she 
went  over  Syria  with  him,  she  contrived  to 
get  it  into  her  possession;  so  he  slew  Lysa- 
nias  the  son  of  Ptolemy,  accusing  him  of  his 
bringing  the  Parthians  upon  those  countries. 
She  also  petitioned  Antony  to  give  her  Judea 
and  Arabia;  and,  in  order  thereto,  desired 
him  to  take  these  countries  away  from  their 
present  governors.  As  for  Antony,  he  was 
so  entirely  overcome  by  this  woman,  that  one 
would  not  think  her  conversation  only  could 
do  it,  but  that  he  was  some  way  or  other  be- 
witcht-'d  to  do  whatsoever  she  would  have  him; 
yet  did  the  grossest  parts  of  her  inj  ustice  make 
him  so  ashamed,  that  he  would  not  always 
hearken  to  her  to  do  these  flagrant  enormi- 
ties she  would  have  persuaded  him  to.  That 
therefore  he  might  not  totally  deny  her,  no;" 


by  doing  every  thing  which  she  enjoined  him 
appear  openly  to  be  an  ill  man,  he  took  some 
parts  of  each  of  those  countries  away  from 
their  former  governors,  and  gave  them  to  her 
Thus  he  gave  her  the  cities  that  were  withii 
the  river  Eleutherus,  as  far  as  Egypt,  except 
ing  Tyre  and  Sidon,  which  he  knew  to  bavt 
been  free  cities  from  their  ancestors,  although 
she  pressed  hira  very  often  to  bestow  those  or 
her  also. 

2.  When  Cleopatra  had  obtained  thuf 
much,  and  had  accompanied  Antony  in  hif 
expedition  to  Armenia,  as  far  as  Euphrates, 
she  returned  back,  and  came  to  Apamia  and 
Damascus,  and  passed  on  to  Judea;  wherf 
Herod  met  her,  and  farmed  of  her  her  part? 
of  Arabia,  and  those  revenues  that  came  to 
her  from  the  region  about  Jericho,  This 
country  bears  that  balsam,  which  is  the  most 
precious  drug  that  is  there,  and  grows  there 
alone.  The  place  bears  also  palra-trees,  both 
many  in  number,  and  those  excellent  in  their 
kind.  When  she  was  there,  and  was  very 
often  with  Herod,  she  endeavoured  to  have 
criminal  conversation  with  the  king:  nor  did 
she  affect  secrecy  in  the  indulgence  of  such 
sort  of  pleasures ;  and  perhaps  she  had  in 
some  measure  a  passion  of  love  to  him,  or 
nither,  what  is  most  probable,  she  laid  a  trea- 
cherous snare  for  him,  by  aiming  to  obtain  such 
adulterous  conversation  from  him;  however, 
upon  the  whole  she  seemed  overcome  with 
love  to  him.  Now  Herod  had  a  ^Tcat  wtalt 
borne  no  good-will  to  Cleopatra,  as  knowing 
that  nhe  was  a  woman  irksome  to  all ;  and  at 
that  time  he  thought  her  particularly  worthy 
of  bis  hatred,  if  this  attempt  proceeded  out  of 
lust;  he  had  also  thought  of  preventing  her 
intrigues  by  putting  her  to  death,  if  such 
were  her  eiuleavours.  However,  he  refused 
to  comply  with  her  proposals,  and  called  a 
counsel  of  his  friends  to  consult  with  them 
whether  he  should  not  kill  her,  now  he  had 
her  in  his  power;  for  that  he  should  thereby 
deliver  all  those  from  a  multitude  of  evils  to 
whom  she  was  already  become  irksome,  and 
was  expected  to  be  still  so  for  the  time  to 
come;  and  that  this  very  thing  woulQ  be 
much  for  the  advantage  of  Antony  himself, 
since  she  would  certainly  not  be  faithful  to 
him,  in  case  any  such  reason  or  necessity 
should  come  upon  him  as  that  he  should  stand 
in  need  of  her  fidelity.  But  when  he  thought 
to  follow  this  advice,  his  friends  would  not 
let  him  ;  and  told  him,  that,  in  the  first  place, 
it  was  not  right  to  attempt  so  great  a  thing, 
and  run  himself  thereby  into  the  utmost  dan- 
ger; and  they  laid  hard  at  him,  and  begged  oi 
him  to  undertake  nothing  rashly,  for  that  An- 
tony would  never  bear  it,  no,  not  though  any 
one  should  evidently  lay  before  his  eyes  that 
it  was  for  his  own  advantage;  and  that  the 
appearance  of  depriving  him  of  her  conversa- 
tion, by  this  violent  and  treacherous  method, 
tvould  probably  set  his  affections  more  on  a 
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flame  thiui  before.  Nor  did  it  appear  that  he 
iMulil  otfer  any  thing  ol*  toU-rable  weight  in 
ili^  (ieieace.  this  attt^inpt  being  against  such  a 
woman  as  was  of  tiie  highest  dignity  of  any 
ot  her  sex  at  that  time  in  the  world ;  and  as 
to  any  advantage  to  lie  expected  from  such  an 
un(iertakii>g,  il  any  such  could  be  supposed 
irt  tliis  case,  it  would  appear  to  deserve  con- 
demnation on  account  of  the  insolence  he  must 
tiike  upon  him  in  doing  it:  which  considera- 
tions made  it  very  plain,  that  in  so  doing  he 
\>(>iilil  find  his  government  tilled  with  inis- 
chicls.  both  great  and  lasting,  both  to  himself 
atid  liis  posterity,  whereas  it  was  still  in  his 
power  to  reject  that  wickedness  she  would 
persuade  him  to,  and  to  come  off  honourably 
at  the  s;mie  time.  So  by  thus  alTrigbting  He- 
rod, and  representing  to  him  the  hazards  be 
must,  in  all  probability,  run  by  this  under- 
taking, they  restrained  him  from  it.  So  be 
t-.eated  Cleopatra  kindly,  and  made  her  pre- 
sents, and  conductedher  on  her  way  to  Egypt. 

3.  But  Antony  subdued  Armenia,  and 
sent  Artahazes,  the  son  of  Tigranes,  in  Iwnds, 
with  his  children  and  procurators,  to  Egypt, 
and  made  a  present  of  them,  and  of  all  the 
royal  ornaments  which  he  had  taken  out  of 
that  kingdom,  to  Cleopatra;  and  Artaxias, 
the  eldest  of  bis  sons,  who  had  escaped  at 
that  time,  took  the  kingdom  of  Armenia; 
who  yet  was  ejected  by  Archelaus  and  Nero 
Ca?sar,  when  they  restored  Tigranes,  his 
yoimger  brother,  to  that  kingdom:  but  this 
happened  a  good  while  afterward. 

4.  But  then,  as  to  the  tributes  which  He- 
rod was  to  pay  Cleopatra  for  that  country 
which  Antony  had  given  her,  be  acted  fairly 
with  ber,  as  deeming  it  not  safe  for  him  to 
alford  any  cause  for  Cleopatra  to  hate  him. 
As  for  the  king  of  Arabia,  whose  tribute  He- 
rod had  undertaken  to  pay  her,  for  some  time 
indeed  he  paid  him  as  much  as  came  to  two 
hundred  talents ;  but  be  afterward  becanie 
very  niggardly  and  slow  in  his  payments,  and 
could  hardly  be  brought  to  pay  some  parts 
of  it,  and  was  not  willing  to  pay  even  tbeui 
without  some  deductions. 


CHAPTER  V. 

now  HEBOD  MADE  WAR  WITH  THE  KING  OF 
ARABIA,  AND  AFTER  THEY  HAD  FOUGHT 
MANY  BATTLES,  AT  LENGTH  CONQUERED 
HIM,  AND  WAS  CHOSEN  BY  THE  ARABS  TO 
BE  GOTEBNOR    OF  THAT    NATION  ;    AS   ALSO 

1     CONCEKNING  A  GBEAT  EABTHQCAKE. 

f  1.  Hereupon  Herod  held  himself  ready 
to  go  acainst  the  king  of  Arabia,  because  of 
his  ingratitude  to  him,  and  because,  after  all, 
he  would  do  nothing  that  was  just  to  him, 
although  Herod  made  the  Roman  war  an 
occasion  of  delaying  his  own;  fur  the  i>attle 


of  Actium  was  now  expected,  which  fell  )nt« 
the  hundred  and  eighty-seventh  olympiad, 
where  Casar  and  Antony  were  to  fight  (or 
the  supreme  power  of  the  world;  but  Herod 
having  enjoyed  a  country  that  was  very  fruit- 
ful, and  that  now  for  a  long  time,  and  having 
received  great  taxes  and  raised  great  armies 
therewith,  got  together  a  body  of  men,  and 
carefully  furnished  tbem  with  all  necessaries, 
and  designed  them  as  au.\iliaries  for  -Antony; 
but  Antony  said  he  had  no  want  of  his  assis- 
tance; but  he  commanded  him  to  punish  tho 
king  of  Arabia,  for  he  had  heard,  both  from 
him,  and  from  Cleopatra,  how  perfidious  he 
was ;  for  this  was  what  Cleopatra  desired, 
who  thought  it  for  her  own  advantage  that 
these  two  kings  should  do  one  another  as 
great  mischief  as  possible.'.  Upon  this  mes- 
sage from  Antony,  Herod  returned  back,  but 
kept  his  army  with  him  in  order  to  invade 
Arabia  immediately.  So  when  his  army  of 
horsemen  and  footmen  was  ready,  he  march- 
ed to  Diospolis,  whither  the  Arabians  came 
also  to  meet  them,  for  they  were  not  unap- 
prised of  this  war  that  was  coming  upon 
them ;  and  after  a  great  battle  had  been 
fought,  the  Jews  had  the  «ctory ;  but  after- 
ward there  were  gotten  together  another  nu- 
merous army  of  the  Arabians,  at  Cana,  which 
is  a  place  of  Cclesyria.  Herod  was  informed 
of  this  beforehand:  so  he  marched  against 
tbem  with  the  greatest  part  of  the  forces  he 
bad;  and  when  he  was  come  near  to  Cana, 
he  resolved  to  encamp  himself;  and  he  cast 
up  a  bulwark  that  he  might  take  a  proper 
season  for  attacking  the  enemy ;  but  as  be 
was  giving  those  orders,  the  multitude  of  the 
Jews  cried  out  that  he  should  make  no  delay, 
but  lead  tbem  against  the  Arabians,  They 
went  with  great  spirit,  as  believing  they  were 
in  very  good  order ;  and  those  especially  were 
so  that  had  been  in  the  former  battle,  and  bad 
been  conquerors,  and  had  not  permitted  their 
enemies  so  much  as  to  come  to  a  close  6ght 
with  them  ;  and  when  they  were  so  tumultu- 
ous,  and  showed  such  great  alacrity,  the  king 
resolved  to  make  use  of  that  zeal  the  multi- 
tude then  exhibited  ;  and  when  he  had  as- 
sured them  he  would  not  be  behindhand  with 
them  in  courage,  he  led  them  on,  and  stood 
before  them  all  in  his  armour,  all  the  regi- 
ments following  him  in  their  several  ranks; 
whereupon  a  consternation  fell  upon  the  Ara- 
bians; for  when  they  perceived  that  the  Jews 
were  not  to  be  conquered,  and  were  full  of 
spirit,  the  greater  part  of  them  ran  away, 
and  avoided  hghting ;  and  they  bad  been 
quite  destroyed,  bad  not  Athenio  fallen  upon 
lue  Jews,  and  distressed  them;  for  this  ma^ 
was  Cleopatra's  general  over  the  soldiers  she 
bud  there,  and  was  at  enmity  with  Herod, 
and  very  wistfully  looked  on  to  see  what  the 
e\ent  of  the  battle  would  he.  He  had  also 
resolved  that  in  case  the  Arabians  did  any 
thing  that  WHS  brave  and  successful,  be  wauU 
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lie  still;  but  in  case  they  were  beaten,  as  it 
reHlly  happened,  be  would  attack  the  Jews  with 
those  forces  he  had  of  his  own,  and  with  those 
that  the  country  had  gotten  together  for  him: 
so  he  fell  upon  the  Jews  unexpectedly,  when 
they  were  fatigued,  and  thought  they  had  al- 
ready vanquisbed  the  enemy,  and  made  a 
great  slaughter  of  them;  for  as  the  Jews  bad 
spent  their  courage  upon  their  known  ene- 
mies, and  were  about  to  enjoy  theuiselves  in 
quietness  alter  their  victory,  they  were  easily 
beaten  by  these  that  attacked  them  afresh; 
and  ill  particular  received  a  great  loss  in 
places  where  the  horses  could  not  be  of  any 
service,  and  which  were  very  stony,  and  where 
those  that  attacked  them  were  better  acquaint- 
ed with  the  places  than  themselves;  and  when 
the  Jews  had  sulfered  this  loss,  the  Arabians 
raised  their  spirits  after  their  del'eat,  and  re- 
turning back  again,  slew  those  that  were  al- 
ready put  to  flight;  and  indeed  all  sorts  of 
slaughter  were  now  frequent,  and  of  those 
that  escaped,  a  few  only  returned  into  the 
camp.  So  king  Uerod,  when  he  despaired 
of  the  battle,  rode  up  to  them  to  bring  them 
assistance,  yet  did  he  not  come  time  enough 
to  do  theui  any  service,  though  he  laboured 
hard  to  do  it;  but  the  Jewish  camp  was  taken, 
so  that  the  Arabians  had  unexpectedly  a  most 
glorious  success,  having  gained  that  victory 
which  of  themselves  they  were  no  way  likely 
to  have  gained,  and  slaying  a  great  part  of 
the  enemy's  array:  whence  afterward  Herod 
could  only  act  like  a  private  robber,  and 
make  excursions  upon  many  parts  of  Arabia, 
and  distress  them  by  sudden  incursions,  while 
he  encamped  among  the  mountains,  and  avoid- 
eil  by  any  means  to  come  to  a  pitched  battle; 
yet  did  he  greatly  harass  the  enemy  by  his 
a:»iduity,  and  the  hard  labour  be  took  in 
this  matter.  He  also  took  great  care  of  his 
own  forces,  and  used  all  the  means  he  could 
to  restore  his  atToirs  to  their  old  state. 

2.  At  this  time  it  was  that  the  light  hap- 
pened at  Actium,  between  Octavius  C^sar 
and  Antony,  in  the  seventh  year  of  the  reign 
of  Herod;'  and  then  it  was  also  that  there 
was  an  earthquake  in  Judea,  such  a  one  as 
had  not  happeiuid  at  any  other  time,  and 
which  earthquake  brought  a  great  destruction 
upon  the  cattle  in  that  country.  About  ten 
thousand  mcu  also  perished  by  the  fall  of 
houses:  but  the  army,  which  lodged  in  the 
field,  received  no  damage  by  this  sad  acci- 
dent. When  the  Arabians  were  informed  of 
this,  and  when  those  that  hated  the  Jews,  and 
pleased  themselves  with  aggravating  the  re- 
ports, told  them  of  it,  they  raised  their  spirits, 
as  if  their  enemy's  country  was  quite  over- 

•  Thi-  reader  is  here  to  lake  notice,  tliat  ttiis  srventh 
year  of  rfie  rrign  of  Herod,  anii  all  the  ottier  years  of  Ins 
reif;ij.  in  Josephiis.  are  dated  from  Ilie  death  of  Ant'go. 
fiuft.  or  at  the  aooneat  Irom  the  conqiiebl  of  Anli^ontis. 
and  the  lakinj;  of  Jerusalem.  &  lew  raontha  before,  and 
ue?er  from  bis  first  obtaining  the  kin},'doni  at  Konie. 
«l>»ve  litres  yeara  before,  a<  coaie  have  very  weal.ly  and 
^luliciuutlf  dtfob 
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thrown,  and  the  men  were  utterly  destroyed, 
and  thought  there  now  remained  nothing  that 
could  oppose  them.  Accordingly,  they  took 
the  Jewish  ambassadors,  who  came  to  tLem 
after  all  this  had  happened,  to  make  peace 
with  them,  and  slew  them,  and  came  with 
great  alacrity  against  their  army;  but  the 
Jews  durst  not  withstand  them,  and  were  so 
cast  down  by  the  calamities  they  were  under, 
that  they  took  no  fare  of  their  affairs,  but 
gave  up  themselves  to  despair,  for  they  had 
no  hope  that  they  should  be  upon  u  level 
again  with  them  in  battles',  nor  obtain  any  as- 
sistance elsewhere,  while  their  affairs  at  home 
were  in  such  great  distress  also.  AVhen  mat- 
ters were  in  this  condition,  the  king  persua- 
ded the  commanders  by  his  words,  and  tried 
to  raise  their  spirits,  which  were  quite  sunk: 
and  lirst  he  endeavoured  to  encourage  and 
embolden  some  of  the  better  sort  beforehand, 
and  then  ventured  to  make  a  speech  to  the 
multitude,  which  he  had  before  avoided  to 
do,  lest  he  should  find  them  uneasy  thereat, 
because  of  the  misfortunes  which  bad  happened ; 
so  he  made  a  consolatory  speech  to  the  mul- 
titude in  the  manner  following: — 

3.  "  Vou  are  not  unacquainted,  my  fellow- 
soldiers,  that  we  have  had,  not  long  since, 
many  accidents  that  have  put  a  stop  to  what 
we  are  about;  and  it  is  probable,  that  even 
those  that  are  most  distinguished  above  others 
for  their  courage,  can  hardly  keep  up  their 
spirits  in  such  circumstances;  but  since  we 
cannot  avoid  fighting,  and  nothing  that  hath 
happened  is  of  such  a  nature  but  it  may  by 
ourselves  be  recovered  into  a  good  state,  and 
this  by  one  brave  action  only  well  performed, 
I  have  proposed  to  myself  both  to  give  you 
some  encouragement,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
some  information;  both  which  parts  of  my 
design  will  tend  to  this  point,  that  you  may 
still  continue  in  your  own  proper  fortitude. 
I  will  then,  in  the  first  place,  demonstrate  to 
you,  that  this  war  is  a  just  one  on  our  side, 
and  that  on  this  account  it  is  a  war  of  neces. 
sitv,  and  occasioned  by  the  injustice  of  our 
adversaries;  for,  if  you  be  once  salislied  of 
this,  it  will  be  a  real  cause  of  alacrity  to  you; 
alter  which  I  will  farther  demonstrate,  that 
the  misfortunes  we  are  under  are  of  no  great 
consequence,  and  that  we  have  the  greatest 
reason  to  hope  for  victory.  I  shall  begin 
with  tlie  first,  and  appeal  to  yourselves  as 
witnesses  to  what  I  shall  say.  You  are  not 
ignorant  certainly  of  the  wickedness  of  the 
Arabians,  which  is  to  that  degree  as  to  appear 
incredible  to  all  other  men,  and  to  include 
somewhat  that  shows  the  grossest  barbarity 
and  ignorance  of  God.  The  chief  things 
wherein  they  have  affronted  us  have  arisen 
from  covetousness  anil  envy;  and  they  have 
attacked  us  in  an  insidious  manner,  and  on 
the  sudden.  And  what  occasion  is  there  for 
me  to  mention  many  instances  of  such  their 
procedure?     AVhen  they  were  in  danger  fd 
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losing  their  own  gOTernment  of  themselves, 
and  of  being  slaves  to  Cleopatra,  what  others 
were  they  that  freed  them  from  that  fear?  for 
it  was  the  friendship  I  had  with  Antony,  and 
the  kind  disposition  he  was  in  towards  us, 
that  hath  been  the  occasion  that  even  these 
Arabians  have  not  been  utterly  undone,  An- 
tony being  unwilling  to  undertake  any  thing 
which  might  be  suspected  by  us  of  unkind- 
ness:  but  when  he  had  a  mind  to  bestow 
some  parts  of  each  of  our  dominions  on  Cleo- 
patra, I  also  managed  that  matter  so,  that  by 
giving  him  presents  of  my  own,  I  might  ob- 
tain a  security  to  both  nations,  while  I  under- 
took myself  to  answer  for  the  money,  and 
gave  him  two  hundred  talents,  and  became 
surety  for  those  two  hundred  more  which 
were  imposed  upon  the  land  that  was  subject 
to  this  tribute:  and  this  they  have  defrauded 
us  of,  although  it  was  not  reasonable  that 
Jews  should  pay  tribute  to  any  man  living, 
or  allow  part  of  their  land  to  be  taxable;  but 
although  that  was  to  be,  yet  ought  we  not  to 
pay  tribute  for  these  Arabians,  whom  we  have 
ourselves  preserved;  nor  is  it  fit  that  they 
wlio  have  professed  (and  that  with  great  in- 
tegrity and  sense  of  our  kindness)  that  it  is 
by  our  means  that  they  keep  their  principa- 
lity, should  injure  us,  and  deprive  us  of  what 
IB  our  due,  and  this  while  we  have  been  still 
not  their  enemies  but  their  friends.  And 
whereas  observation  of  covenants  takes  place 
among  the  bitterest  enemies,  but  among 
friends  is  absolutely  necessary,  —  this  is  not 
observed  among  these  men,  who  think  gain 
to  be  the  bes^  of  all  things,  let  it  be  by  any 
HieMj!  Tvht  ls<*ver,  and  tliat  injustice  is  no 
harm,  if  they  may  but  get  money  by  it:  is  it 
therefore  a  question  with  you,  whether  the 
unjust  are  to  be  punished  or  not?  when  God 
himself  hath  declared  his  mind  that  so  it  ought 
to  be,  —  and  hath  commanded  that  we  ever 
should  hate  injuries  and  injustice,  which  is 
not  only  just  but  necessary  in  wars  between 
several  nations;  for  these  Arabians  have  done 
what  both  the  Greeks  and  Barbarians  own  to 
be  an  instance  of  the  grossest  wickedness, 
with  regard  to  our  ambassadors,  whom  they 
have  beheaded,  while  the  Greeks  declare  that 
such  ambassadors  are  sacred  and  inviolable.' 
And  for  ourselves,  we  have  learned  from  God 
the  most  excellent  of  our  doctrines,  and  the 
most  holy  part  of  our  law,  by  angels  or  an>- 
bassadors;  for  this  name  brings  God  to  the 
knowledge  of  mankind,  and  is  sufficient  to 
reconcile  enemies  one  to  another.  What 
wickedness  then  can  be  greater  than  the 
slaughter  of  ambassadors,  who  come  to  treat 
about  doing  what  is  right?  And  when  such 
have  been  their   actions,  bow  is  it   possible 

*  Herod  says  here,  that  as  ambassadors  were  sacred 
when  tbey  carried  messapes  to  others,  so  did  the  laws  of 
the  Jews  deriTe  a  sacred  aotboTlty  by  being  delivered 
from  God  bw  ingeis  [or  divine  utobassadorsj  i  which  is 
St.  PaQl'9  cxptva&ioB  ab«vt  the  samo  laws.  Gal.  iii.  19; 
BeU  U.9L 


they  obh  either  live  seciirely  in  common  life, 
or  be  successful  in  war?  In  my  opinion, 
this  is  impossible.  But  perhaps  some  will  say, 
that  what  is  holy,  and  what  is  righteous,  ii 
indeed  on  our  side,  but  that  the  Arabia:is  are 
either  more  courageous  or  more  numerous 
than  we  are.  Now,  as  to  this,  in  the  tirst 
place,  it  is  not  fit  for  us  to  say  so,  for  with 
whom  is  what  is  righteous,  with  them  is  God 
himself;  now,  where  God  is,  there  is  both 
midtitude  and  courage.  But  to  examine  our 
own  circumstances  a  httle,  we  were  conqi'er- 
ors  in  the  first  battle;  and  when  we  fought 
again,  they  were  not  able  to  oppose  us,  but 
ran  away,  and  could  not  endure  our  attacks 
or  our  courage;  but  when  we  had  conquered 
them,  then  came  Athenion,  and  made  war 
against  us  without  declaring  it ;  and  pray,  is 
this  an  instance  of  their  manhood,  or  is  it  not 
a  second  instance  of  their  wickedness  and 
treachery?  "Why  are  we  therefore  of  less 
courage,  on  account  of  that  which  ought  t© 
inspire  us  with  stronger  hopes?  and  why  are 
we  terrified  at  these,  who,  when  they  fight 
upon  a  level,  are  continually  beaten,  and 
when  they  seem  to  be  conquerors,  they  gain 
it  by  wickethiess?  and  if  we  suppose  that 
any  one  should  deem  them  to  be  men  of  real 
courage,  will  not  he  be  excited  by  that  very 
consideration  to  do  his  utmost  against  them? 
for  true  valour  is  not  shown  by  fighting 
against  weak  persons,  bat  in  being  able  to 
overcome  the  most  hardy.  But  then,  if  the 
distresses  we  are  ourselves  under,  and  the  mi- 
series that  have  come  by  the  earthquake,  have 
affrighted  any  one,  let  him  consider,  in  the 
first  place,  that  this  very  thing  will  deceive 
the  Arabians,  by  their  supposal  that  what 
hath  befallen  us  is  greater  than  it  really  is. 
Moreover,  it  is  not  right  that  the  same  thing 
that  emboldens  them  should  discourage  us; 
for  these  men,  you  see,  do  not  derive  their 
alacrity  from  any  advantageous  virtue  of  their 
own,  but  from  their  hope,  as  to  us,  that  we 
are  quite  cast  down  by  our  misfortunes;  but 
when  we  boldly  march  against  them,  we  shall 
soon  pull  down  their  insolent  conceit  of  them- 
selves, and  shall  gain  this  by  attacking  them, 
that  they  will  not  be  so  insolent  when  we 
come  to  the  battle;  for  our  distresses  are  not 
so  great,  nor  is  what  hath  happened  an  indi- 
cation of  the  anger  of  God  against  us,  as 
some  imagine;  for  such  things  are  accidental, 
and  adversities  that  eome  in  the  usual  course 
of  things;  and  if  we  allow  that  this  was  done 
by  the  will  of  God,  we  must  allow  that  it  is 
now  over  by  his  will  also,  and  that  he  is  sa- 
tisfied «ith  what  hath  already  happened;  for 
had  he  been  willing  to  afiUct  us  still  more 
thereby,  he  had  not  changed  bis  mind  so  soon. 
And  as  for  the  war  we  are  engaged  in,  be 
bath  himself  demonstrated  that  he  is  willing 
it  should  go  on,  and  that  he  knows  it  to  be  a 
just  war;  for  while  some  of  the  people  in 
the  coiuitry  have  perished,  all  you  who  wei* 
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ia  arm-^  have  saffered  nothing,  but  are  all 
preservfii  alive;  wfaertby  God  makes  it  pliiin 
to  a^  that  if  yuu  bad  universally,  with  your 
children  and  wives,  been  in  tbe  army,  it  had 
i-utne  to  pnis  that  you  had  not  undergone  any 
tniug  tnat  would  have  much  hurt  you.  Con- 
sider liic^ti  ttiiiigS}  and,  what  is  more  than  all 
the  rest,  tdiit  you  have  God  at  all  times  fur 
jour  protector ;  and  prosecute  these  men 
with  a  ju.^t  bravery,  who,  in  point  of  friend- 
biiip,  are  unjust,  in  their  battles  perfidious, 
towards  aitdiass;idors  impious,  and  always  in- 
lerior  to  ycu  in  valour." 

4.  When  the  Jews  heard  this  speech,  they 
were  mucb  raised  in  their  minds,  and  more 
disposed  to  tight  than  before.  So  lierod, 
when  he  bad  oifered  the  fiacritioes  appointed 
it)  the  U\r,*  made  haste,  and  took  them,  and 
ifd  tlieui  against  the  Arabians;  and  in  order 
tik  that,  p.u>scd  over  Jordan,  and  pitched  his 
ciiiiip  near  to  that  of  the  enemy.  He  also 
thought  fit  to  seize  upon  a  certain  castle  that 
\H.y  in  tlie  midst  of  them,  as  Loping  it  would 
be  ior  his  udvnntagc,  and  would  the  sooner 
pruduce  u  iiutlltf ;  ujid  that,  if  there  were  occa- 
hton  fur  delay,  be  should  by  it  have  his  camp 
furtitied;  and  as  the  Arabians  bad  the  same 
intentions  upon  that  phice,  a  contest  arose 
biiout  it;  at  tirst  they  were  but  skirmishes, 
ttUer  which  there  came  more  soldiers,  mid  it 
pruved  u  sort  of  fight,  and  some  fell  on  both 
tfiUes,  till  those  of  the  Arabian  Ude  were 
beKteii,  utid  retreated.  This  was  no  small 
iiixiurageniLnt  to  llic  Jews  i'nmediately;  and 
Ahen  Ilerud  observed  that  the  enemy's  urmy 
were  dispusi-d  lo  any  thing  ratlier  than  to  conie 
to  au  eii;;iigt:menl,  he  ventured  boldly  to  at- 
tuinpt  the  Itulwark  itself,  and  to  pull  it  to 
pieces,  and  ao  to  get  nearer  to  their  camp,  in 
order  to  tight  them ;  for  when  they  were 
tore*-'d  out  of  their  trenches,  they  went  out  in 
disui'der,  and  had  not  the  least  ahicrity,  or 
hope  of  victory;  yet  did  they  tight  hand  to 
hand,  rii;eau.''e  they  were  more  in  number  than 
Ine  Jew>,  and  because  they  were  iu  such  a  dis- 
poiiitiim  4>i  war  that  they  were  under  a  neces- 
Miy  of  connug  oa  boldly;  so  they  came  to  a 
tijrhule  bnttie,  while  not  a  few  fell  on  each 
fule.  Hovvevtr,  at  length  the  Arabians  ried; 
aifu  so  great  a  j>laughter  was  made  upon  their 
btflUi;  roL'teU,  that  they  were  not  only  killed 
by  their  euemies,  but  became  the  authors  of 

•  This  ;»irff  i-f  religion,  tlic  tiipplicitint;  Go«5  wilh 
•;»cril:'>rs  hv  Hrmd.  beforr  Ite  went  to  tais  (ii;(it  with 
11*1-  Ar;i:.ui;>,  tifccu  notice  ul  alsn  in  ihc  (iist  D<M'k  '  tf 
V'V  W'Af.  rti.  vi\  »t-ct  6.  is  wiirln  remarking',  ttfcmse 
iti*  Tlir  ortlv  *-'(.inipif  of  ihia  i;;inire.  »<>  f.ir  as  1  renirm- 
h«r,  ftiiii  J>iK.-|iiiU!i  «vrr  menlions  iu  all  Itii  l.>r;^  and 
L>Arli«uljr  at'-cniiiils  ul  tins  Hi-rutl:  and  it  w;is  wtien  be 
..3  i  hn-n  in  tmsility  ilislfss.  »nd  discoiira^eH  by  a  trreat 
-'•frot  of  hti  t>(n:i«r  army,  and  by  a  very  great  eartli* 
qua^r  lo  JmlcA.  »iicfi  Uines  I'i  ainii'ti'Mi  niaKia^  men 
i>(  >l*rrliui 'ti\;  our  uus  he  di'^^ppoiolfd  of  his  tiup€4 
!rt.'  tin  i'»i<ir»r1f;it»-ly  eairifd  .i  notiit  si-ii-nl  virinry  over 
t' V  .AntowMK  «?tik  ltie>  who  jimI  Iwlnre  1ia-1  hrfn  a>i 
fm^l.^lV<i»,'«.  Hi-fi  f  t  uim  li  t-trv;ttc«l  Upon  liif  far 1 111(11  a ti-l 
..»  .S'^I*'.*  J'  f-,  w.itnr.-  1. 1  t\.v\  >T\t  ^e\Vl■iU  amt)i,*swd.irf. 
'/t-'i*  Ai*M  •Hxif^  .«  5trmti«:e  cunstvniatioti,  ^iwt  hardly 
iktoif  ^'H4U  ut  slL 


their  own  deaths  also,  and  were  trodden  dowTi 
by  the  multitude,  and  the  great  current  of 
people  in  disorder,  and  were  destroyed  l»v  their 
own  armour;  so  tive  thousand  men  lay  de.id 
upon  the  spot,  while  the  rest  of  tbe  multitude 
soon  ran  within  the  bulwark  [for  safety],  but 
had  no  tirm  hope  of  safety,  by  reason  of  thfir 
want  of  necessaries,  and  especially  of  water 
The  Jews  pursued  them,  Ijiit  couhi  not  get  in  r 
with  hem,  but  sat  round  about  the  bulwark, 
and  watched  any  assistance  that  would  get 
into  them,  and  prevented  any  there,  that  hud 
a  mind  to  it,  from  running  away. 

5.  When  the  Arabians  were  in  these  cir- 
cumstances, they  sent  ambassadors  to  Herod, 
in  the  first  place,  to  propose  terms  of  accom- 
modation, and  after  that  to  offer  him,  so  press-  - 
ing  was  their  thirst  upon  them,  to  undergo 
whatsoever  he  pleased,  if  he  would  free  them 
from  their  present  distress;  but  he  would 
admit  of  no  ambassadors,  of  no  price  of  re-  ' 
deniption,  nor  of  any  other  moderate  ternis^ 
whatever,  being  very  desirous  to  revenge  those 
unjust  actions  which  they  had  been  guilty  of 
towards  his  nation.  So  they  were  necessitated 
by  other  motives,  and  particularly  by  tlieir 
thirst,  to  come  out,  and  deliver  thfuiselves  up 
to  him,  to  be  carried  away  captives;  and  in 
five  days'  time,  the  number  of  four  thousand 
were  taken  prisoners,  ^vhile  all  the  rest  re- 
solved to  make  a  sally  upon  their  enemies,  and 
to  fight  it  out  with  them,  choosing  rather,  if  so 
it  must  be,  to  die  therein,  than  to  perish  gra- 
dually and  in;:loriously.  AVheii  they  had 
taken  this  resolution,  they  caire  out  of  their 
trenches,  but  could  no  way  sustain  the  fight, 
being  too  much  disabled,  bolh  in  mind  and^ 
body,  and  having  not  room  to  exert  them-, 
selves,  and  thought  it  an  advantage  lo  be  ^ 
killed,  <ind  a  misery  to  survive;  so  at  the  fir>4 
onset  there  ftU  about  seven  thousand  of  them, 
after  which  stroke,  they  let  all  the  courage 
they  had  put  on  licfore  fall,  and  stood  amazud 
at  Herod's  warlike  spirit  under  his  own  cala- 
nnties;  so  for  the  future  they  yielded,  and 
made  lihn  ruler  of  their  nation;  whereupmi 
be  was  greatly  elevated  at  so  seasonable  a  sucr 
cesfi,  and  returned  home,  taking  great  autho-^ 
ritv  upon  him,  on  account  of  so  bold  and 
glorious  an  expedition  as  be  had  made.  ^ 


CHAPTER  VL 

now     IIEBOD    SLEW     HYRCANUS,    ANT>    THEN 

iiA^ri;n  a\\'ay  to  c.ksau,  and  obtaim-.o  . 

T»K   KlNODOil  FaOM   HIM  ALSO;     A.VU  HOW,' 
A     LllTl.E    TI*IK    AFTEIIWAKU,     Ht    EM  t,K- 
TAIM  n    C.tSAil    IN     A    iloST     HONOUttABLE 
UANNEO. 

§  1.  Herod's  other  adairs  were  now  very 
prosj»erous,  and  be  was  not  to  be  easily  as- 
stidc  on  any  side.  Vet  did  there  come  up- 
on him  a  danger  that  would  ha/ard  his  entire 
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thought  it  would  be  for  his  advantage  not  to 
suffer  him  to  be  an  obstacle  in  his  way  any 
longer;  for  that  in  case  he  himself  survived 
and  escaped  the  danger  he  was  in,  he  thought 
It  was  the  safest  way  to  put  it  out  of  the  power 
of  such  a  man  to  make  anv  attempt  against 
him  at  such  junctures  of  affairs,  as  was  more 
worthy  of  the  kingdom  than  himself;  and  in 
case  he  should  be  slain  by  Casar,  his  envv 
prompted  him  to  desire  to  slay  him  that  would 
otherwise  be  king  after  him. 

2     While  Herod  had  these  things  in  his 
mmd,  there  was  a  certain  occasion  afforded 
tmi;  for  Hyrcanus  was  of  so  mild  a  temper 
both  then  and  at  other  times,  that  he  desired 
not  to  meddle  with  public  affairs,  nor  to  con- 
cern himself  with  innovations,  but  left  all  to 
fortune,  and  contented  himself  with  wha<  that 
afforded  hnn:  but  Alexandra  [his  daughter] 
\yas  a  lover  of  strife,  and  was  exceediiig  de- 
sirous of  a  change  of  the  government;   and 
spoke  to  her  father  not  to  bear  for  ever  He- 
rod's injurious  treatment  of  their  familv,  but 
to  anticipate  their  future  hopes,  as  he  'safely 
might;  and  desired  him  to  write  about  these 
matters  to  Malchus,  who  was  then  governor 
of  Arabia,  to  receive  them,  and  to  secure  them 
[from  Herod],  for  that  if  they  went  awav,  and 
Herod  s  affairs  proved  to  be,  as  it  was  likely 
they  would  be  by  reason  of  Cesar's  enmity  to 
him,  they  should  then  be  the  only  persons  that 
could  take  the  government;  and  this,  both  on 
account  of  the  royal  family  they  were  of,  and 
on   account  of  the  good   disposition  of  the 
multitude  to  them.    While  she  used  these  per- 
suasions, Hyrcanus  put  off  her  suit;    but  as 
she  showed  that  she  was  a  woman,  and  a  con- 
tentious  woman   too,   and  would  not  de-i*t 
either   night  or  day,   but  would  always   be 
speaking    to    him    about    these   matteis,  and 
al>out  Herod's  treacherous  designs,  she  at  last 
previuled  with  him  to  entru^t  Dosithcus,  one 
ot  his  friends,  with  a  letter,  wherein  his  re- 
solution  was    declared;    and   he    desired    the 
Arabian  governor  to  send  him  some  horsemen, 
wlio  should  receive  him,  and  conduct  him  to 
the  lake  A^phaltites,  »  hieh  is  from  the  bounds 


know  JIalchus's  intentions  also.  And  when 
Dositheus  was  very  ready  to  serve  him  in  this 
point  also,  the  Arabian  governor  returned 
back  for  answer,  that  he  would  receive  Hvr- 
canus,  and  all  that  should  come  with  him,  and 
even  all  the  Jews  that  were  of  his  party:  that 
he  would,  moreover,  send  forces  sufficient  to 
secure  them  m  their  journey;  and  that  he 
should  be  m  no  want  of  any  thing  he  should 
desire.  Now  as  soon  as  Herod  had  received 
this  letter,  he  immediately  sent  for  Hyrcanus 
and  questioned  him  about  the  league  he  had 
made  wth  Malchus;  and  when  he  denied  it 
he  showed  his  letter  to  the  sanhedrim,  and 
put  the  man  to  death  immediately. 

3.  And  this  account  we  give  the  reader,  as  it 
IS  contained  in  the  commentaries  of  king  He- 
rod: but  other  historians  do  not  agree  mth 
them,  for  they  suppose  that  Herod  did  not  find 
but  rather  made,  this  an  occasion  for  thus  put- 
ting him  to  death,  and  that  by  treacherously  lay- 
ing a  snare  for  him;  for  thus  do  they  write :_ 

T*""!?^"^"*^  ^"^  ^^  '"''"^  """^  **  *  ♦"■•^"t,  and 
that  Herod  had  given  no  occasion  to  suspect 
Lthat  he  was  displeased  at  him],  but  put  this 
question  to  Hyrcanus, 'iVhether  he  had  received 
any  letters  from  Malchus?  and  when  he  an- 
swered  that  he  had  received  letters, butthose  of 
salutation  only;  and  when  he  asked  fiirthcr 
whether  he  bad  not  received  any  presents  from 
him?  and  when  he  had  replied,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived no  more  than  four  horses  to  ride  on 
which  Malchus  had  sent  him,  they  pretended 
that  Herod  charged  these  upon  him  as  the  crimes 
ol  bribery  and  treason,  and  gave  order  that  he 
should  be  led  away  and  slain.     And  in  order 
to  demonstrate  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  no 
offence   when  he  was  thus  brought  to  his  en.l. 
they  allege  how  mild  his  temper  had  been 
and  that  even  in  his  youth  he  had  never  giveii 
"ny  demonstration  of  boldness  or  rashness,  and 
1  hat  the  case  was  the  same  when  he  came  to 
"e  king,  but  that  he  even  then  committed  the 
■lanagement   of  the  greatest  part  of  public 
■ffairs  to  Antipater:    and   that  he  was  now 
■hove  fourscore  years  old,  and  knew  that  He- 
od  s  government  was  in  a  secure  state.      He 
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tbing  that  he  should  enterprise  any  thing  by 
way  of  innovation,  and  not  at  all  agreeable 
to  his  temper,  but  that  this  was  a  plot  of 
Herod's  own  contrivance, 

4.  And  this  was  the  fate  of  Hyrcanus;  and 
thus  did  he  end  his  life,  after  he  had  endured 
various  and  manifold  turns  of  fortune  in  his 
lifetime;  for  he  was  made  high-priest  of  the 
Jewish  nation  in  the  beginning  of  his  raother 
Alexandra's  reign,  who  held  the  government 
nine  years ;  and  when,  after  his  mother's 
death,  he  toolc  the  kingdom  himself,  and  held 
it  three  montbs,  he  lost  it,  by  the  means  o( 
bis  brother  Aristobulus.  He  was  then  re- 
stored by  Pompey,  and  received  all  sorts  of 
honour  from  him,  and  enjoyed  them  forty 
years;  but  when  he  was  again  deprived  by 
Aiitigoims,  and  was  maimed  in  his  body,  he 
was  made  a  captive  by  the  Parthians,  and 
thence  returned  home  again  after  some  time, 
ou  account  of  the  hopes  that  Herod  had  given 
him;  none  of  wliich  came  to  pass  according 
to  his  expectation,  but  he  still  condicted  with 
many  misfortunes  through  the  whole  course 
of  bis  life;  and,  wliat  was  the  heaviest  cala- 
mity of  all,  as  we  have  related  already,  he 
came  to  an  end  which  was  iiiideservud  by 
him.  His  character  appeared  to  be  that  of  a 
Iran  of  a  mild  and  moderate  disposition,  who 
suffered  the  adiiiinistration  of  affairs  to  be  ge- 
nerally done  by  others  under  him.  He  was 
averse  to  much  meddling  with  the  public,  nor 
had  shrewdness  enough  to  govern  a  kingdom: 
auil  both  Antipater  and  Herod  came  to  their 
greatness  by  reason  of  his  ujildness;  and  at 
last  he  met  witli  such  an  end  from  thein  as 
w;is  not  agreeable  either  to  justice  or  piety. 

o.  Now  Herod,  as  soon  as  he  had  put  Hyr- 
canus  out  of  the  way,  made  haste  to  Caesar; 
and  because  he  could  not  have  any  hopes  of 
kiaduess  from  liim,  on  account  of  tlic  friend- 
stiip  he  had  fur  Antony,  he  had  a  suspicion  of 
Alexandra,  lest  she  should  take  this  opportu- 
nity to  bring  tl>e  multitude  to  a  revolt,  and 
introduce  a  sedition  into  the  aifuirs  of  the  king- 
dom; so  he  committed  the  care  of  every  thing 
to  his  lirother  Pheroras,  aud  phiced  liis  mother 
Cypres,  and  his  sister  (^Salome],  and  the  whole 
family,  at  Wassada,  and  gave  him  a  charge, 
that  if  he  should  hear  any  sad  news  about 
liira,  he  should  take  care  of  the  government: 
biit  as  to  Mariarane  his  wife,  bex.-ause  oi  the 
misunderstanding  between  her  and  his  sister, 
and  bis  sister's  mother,  which  made  it  impos- 
sible for  them  to  live  together,  he  placed  her 
at  Alexandrium,  with  Alexandra  her  mother, 
aiid  left  his  treasurer  Joseph  and  Sohemus  of 
Iturea,  to  take  care  of  that  fortress.  These 
two  had  been  very  faithful  to  him  from  the 
beginning,  and  were  now  left  as  a  guard  to 
the  women.  They  also  had  it  in  charge,  that 
if  tbey  should  liear  any  mischief  had  befallen 
him,  tbey  should  kill  them  both;  and,  as  far 
M  they  were  able,  to  preserve  the  kingdom 
for  bis  sons,  and  for  his  brother  Pheroras.         | 


6.  When  he  had  given  {Bern  ftis  charge, 
he  made  haste  to  Rhodes,  to  meet  Ciesar; 
and  when  he  bad  sailed  to  that  city,  he  took 
off  his  diadem,  but  remitted  nothing  else  of 
his  usual  dignity:  and  when,  upon  his  meet- 
ing him,  he  desired  that  he  would  let  him 
speak  to  him,  he  theran  e.xhibited  a  much 
more  noble  specimen  of  a  great  soul,  for  he 
did  not  betake  hi.-Dself  to  supplications,  as 
men  usually  do  upon  such  occasions,  nor 
offered  him  any  petition,  as  if  he  were  an 
offender;  but,  after  an  undaunted  manner, 
gave  an  account  of  what  he  had  done  ;  for  he 
spake  thus  to  Caesar: — That  he  had  the 
greatest  friendship  for  Antony,  and  did  every 
thing  he  could  that  he  might  attain  the  go- 
vernment: that  he  was  not  indeed  in  the 
army  with  him,  because  the  Arabians  had 
diverted  him,  but  thut  he  had  sent  him  both 
money  and  corn,  which  was  but  too  little  in 
comparison  of  what  he  ought  to  have  done 
for  him;  "for,  if  a  man  owns  himself  to  be 
another's  friend,  and  knows  him  to  be  a  bene- 
factor, he  is  obliged  to  hazard  every  thing,  to 
use  every  faculty  of  his  soul,  every  member  of 
his  body,  and  all  the  w-ealth  be  hath,  for  him; 
in  whi*'h  I  confess  I  have  been  too  deficient. 
However,  I  am  conscious  to  myself,  that  so 
far  I  have  done  right,  that  I  have  not  deserted 
him  upon  his  defeat  at  Actiuni:  nor  upon 
the  evident  change  of  his  fortune  have  I  trans- 
ferred my  hojies  from  him  to  another,  but 
have  preserved  myself,  though  not  as  a  valu- 
able fellow-soldier,  yet  certainly  as  a  faithful 
counsellor,  to  Antony,  when  I  demonstratcij 
to  bin)  that  the  only  way  he  had  to  save  him- 
self, and  not  lose  :Ul  his  authority,  was  to 
slay  Cleopatra;  for  when  she  was  once  dead^ 
there  would  be  room  for  him  to  retain  h!.-^ 
authority,  and  rather  to  bring  thee  to  make  >! 
composition  with  Iiim,  than  to  continue  at  en^ 
mity  any  longer.  None  of  which  advice-^  would 
he  attend  to,  but  preferred  his  own  rash  rc.-o- 
lutions  before  them,  which  have  happened  un- 
profltably  for  him,  but  profitably  for  thee. 
Now,  therefore,  in  case  thou  determines! 
about  me,  and  my  alacrity  in  scrvin;;  Antony, 
according  to  thy  anger  at  him,  I  own  there  i* 
no  loom  for  me  to  deny  what  I  have  done, 
nor  will  I  be  ashamed  to  own,  and  that  pub- 
licly too,  that  I  had  a  great  kindness  for  him; 
but  if  thou  wilt  put  him  out  of  the  case,  and 
only  examine  how  I  behave  myself  to  my  be- 
nefactors in  general,  and  what  sort  of  friend 
I  am,  thou  wilt  find  by  experience  that  we 
shall  do  and  be  the  same  to  thyself,  f<r  it  is 
but  changing  the  names,  and  the  firnmess  of 
friendship  that  we  shall  bear  to  thee,  will  not 
be  disappro\'ed  by  thee." 

7.  By  this  speech,  and  by  his  beha- 
viour, which  showed  Caesar  the  frankness  of 
his  mind,  he  greatly  gained  upon  him,  who 
was  himself  of  a  generous  aud  magnificent 
temper,  insomuch  that  those  very  actions, 
which  were  the  foundatioii  of  the  accusatioa 
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aj^inst  him,  procured  him  Caesar's  good- 
wOL  Accordingly,  he  restored  him  his  dia- 
dem again;  and  encouraged  him  to  exhibit 
himself  as  great  a  friend  to  himself  as  he 
hail  been  to  Antony,  and  then  had  him  in 
great  esteem.  Moreover,  he  added  this,  that 
Qnintus  Didius  had  written  to  him  that  He- 
rod bad  very  readily  assisted  him  in  the  afTair 
of  the  gladiators.  So  when  he  had  obtained 
such  a  kind  reception,  and  had,  beyond  all  bis 
ho[ies,  procured  his  crown  to  be  more  entirely 
and  firmly  settled  upon  him  than  ever,  by 
Ca'sar's  donation,  as  well  as  by  that  decree 
of  the  Romans,  which  Caesar  took  care  to  pro- 
cure for  his  greater  security,  he  conducted 
C;esar  on  his  way  to  Egypt,  and  made  pre- 
sents, even  beyond  his  abihty,  to  both  him 
and  his  friends;  and  in  general  behaved  him- 
felf  uith  great  magnanimity.  lie  also  desired 
that  C;esar  would  not  put  to  death  one 
Alexander,  who  had  been  a  companion  of 
Antony;  but  Csesar  had  sworn  to  put  him  to 
death,  and  so  he  could  not  obtain  that  his  pe- 
tition: and  now  he  returned  to  Judca  again 
with  greater  honour  and  assurance  than  ever, 
and  affrighted  those  that  had  expectations  to 
the  contrary,  as  still  acquiring  from  his  very 
dajigers  greater  splendour  than  before,  by  the 
favour  of  God  to  him.  So  he  prepared  for 
the  reception  of  C»sar  as  he  was  going  oat 
of  Syria  to  invade  Egypt;  and  when  he  came, 
he  entertained  him  at  Ptolemais  with  all  royal 
magnificence.  Ue  also  bestowed  presents  on 
the  army,  and  brought  them  provisions  in 
abundance.  He  also  proved  to  be  one  of 
C.TBsar's  most  cordial  friends,  ajid  put  the  army 
ill  array,  and  rode  along  with  Ca>sar,  and  had 
a  hundred  and  fifty  men,  well  appointed  in 
all  respects,  af^er  a  rich  and  sumptuous  man- 
ner, for  the  better  reception  of  him  and  his 
friends.  He  also  provided  them  with  what 
they  should  want,  as  they  passed  over  the  dry 
desert,  insomuch  that  they  lacked  neither  wine 
nor  water,  which  last  the  soldiers  stood  in  the 
greatest  need  of;  and  besides,  he  presented 
Caesar  with  eight  hundred  talents,  and  pro- 
cured to  himself  the  good- will  of  them  all,  be- 
cause he  was  assisting  to  them  in  a  much 
grrater  and  more  splendid  degree  than  the 
kingdom  he  had  obtained  could  afford;  by 
which  he  more  and  more  demonstrated  to 
C;esar  the  firmness  of  his  friendship,  and  his 
readiness  to  assist  him:  and  what  was  of  the 
greatest  advantage  to  him  was  this,  that  his 
liberality  came  at  a  seasonable  time  also;  and 
wren  they  returned  again  out  of  Egypt,  his 
a.s5istance»  were  no  way  inferior  to  the  good 
oltices  be  had  formerly  done  them. 


CHAPTER  VIL  , 

HOW  HEROD  SLEW  SOHEMUS  AND  MARTAWWF,' 
AND  AFTEBWABDS  ALE:(ANDRA  AND  COPT?. 
BABUS,  AND  HIS  MOST  INTIMATE  FB'END*. 


AND,  AT  LAST,  THE  SONS  OF  BASA  ALSO. 
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§  1.  HowEVEB,  when  he  came  into  his  kinr-' 
dom  again,  he  found  his  house  all  in  disorder, 
and  his  wife  Mariamne  and  her  mother  Alex- 
andra very  luieasy;  for,  as  they  supposed, 
(what  was  easy  to  be  supposed)  that  they  were 
not  put  into  that  fortress  [Alexandriumjfor 
the  security  of  their  persons,  but  as  into  a 
garrison  for  their  imprisonment,  and  that  they 
had  no. power  over  any  thing,  either  of  others 
or  of  their  own  alTairs,  they  were  very  uneasy; 
and  ^lariamne,  supposing  that  the  king's  love 
to  her  was  but  hypocritical,  and  rather  pre- 
tended (as  advantageous  to  himself)  than  real, 
she  looked  upon  it  as  fallacious.  She  also 
was  grieved  that  he  would  not  allow  her  any 
hopes  of  surriving  him,  if  he  should  come  to 
any  harm  himself.  She  also  recollected  what 
commands  he  had  formerly  given  to  Joseph, 
insomuch  that  she  endeavoured  to  please  her 
keepers,  and  especially  Sohemus,  as  well  ao- 
prised  how  all  was  in  his  power;  and  at  the 
first  Sohemus  was  faithful  to  Herod,  and  ne- 
glected none  of  the  things  he  had  given  him 
in  charge.  But  when  the  women,  by  kind 
words,  and  Hberal  presents,  had  gained  bis 
affections  over  to  them,  he  was  by  degrees 
overcome,  and  at  length  discovered  to  them 
all  the  king's  injunctions,  and  this  on  that  ac- 
count principally,  that  he  did  not  so  much  as 
hope  he  would  come  back  with  the  same  au- 
thority he  had  before,  so  that  he  thouglvt  he 
should  both  escape  any  danger  from  him.  and 
supposed  that  he  did  hereby  much  gratify  the 
women,  who  were  likely  not  to  be  overlonkcd 
in  the  settling  of  the  government,  nay.  thit 
they  would  be  able  to  make  him  abunciant  re- 
compense, since  they  must  either  reign  them- 
selves, or  be  very  near  to  him  that  should 
reign.  He  had  a  tartlier  ground  of  hope  uUn, 
that  though  Herod  should  have  all  the  success 
he  could  wish  for,  and  should  return  agam, 
be  could  not  contradict  his  wife  ni  what  she 
desired,  for  he  knew  that  the  kinc's  fondness 
for  bis  wife  was  inexpressible.  These  were 
the  motives  that  drew  Sohemus  to  riL-cover 
what  injunctions  had  been  given  him.  So 
Mariamne  was  greatly  displeased  to  hear  ihat 
there  was  no  end  of  the  dangers  she  was  i.r- 
der  from  Herod,  and  was  greatly  uiieasv  at 
it,  and  w  ished  that  he  might  obtain  no  favr.tirs 
[from  Casar],  and  esteemed  it  almost  f.i.  in- 
supportable task  to  live  with  him  aiiy  loneer; 
and  Ibis  she  afterwarcis  openly  dcciaicd,  '\:tb- 
out  concealing  her  resentment. 

2.    And  now  Uerori  sailed  home  with  Joy, 
at  the  unexpected  good  succcs.-   he  bad  ii&d; 
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and  went  first  of  all,  as  was  proper,  to  this  liia 
wife,  and  told  hor,  and  her  only,  the  good 
news,  as  preferrini;  her  before  the  rest,  on 
act'onnt  of  his  fondness  fur  her,  and  the  inti- 
macy there  hiid  been  between  them,  and  sa- 
luted her;  but  so  it  happened,  that  as  he  told 
her  of  the  good  success  he  had  had,  she  was 

■so  far  from  rejoicing-  at  it,  that  she  rather  was 
8orty  for  it;  nor  was  she  able  to  conceal  her 
resentments,  but,  depending  on  her  dignity, 
and  the  nobility  of  her  birth,  in  return  for 
his  salutations,  she  gave  a  gronn,  and  declared 

evidently  that  she  rather  grieved  than  rejoiced 
at  his  success, — and  this  till  Herod  was  dis- 
turbed  at  her,  as  affording  him,  not  only 
marks  of  her  su=picion,  but  evident  signs  of 
her  dissatisfaction.  This  much  troubled  him, 
to  see  that  this  surprising  hatred  of  his  wife 
to  him  was  not  concealed,  but  open;  and  he 
took  this  so  ill,  and  yet  was  so  unable  tp  bear 
it,  on  account  of  the  fondnes:^  he  had  for  her, 
that  he  could  not  continue  long  in  any  one 
mind,  but  sometimes  was  angry  at  her,  and 
sometimes  reconciled  himself  to  her;  but  by 
always  changing  one  passion  for  another,  he 
was  still  in  great  uncertainty,  and  thus  was 
entangled  bctwct'n  hatred  and  love,  and  was 
frequently  dispo-ed  to  indict  punishment  on 
her  for  her  insolence  towards  him;  but  being 
deeply  in  love  with  her  in  his  soul,  he  was 
not  able  to  get  quit  of  tliis  woman.  In 
short,  as  he  would  gladly  have  her  punished, 
so  was  he  afraid  lest,  ere  he  were  aware,  he 
should,  by  putting  her  to  death,  bring  a  hea- 
vier punishment  upon  himself  at  the  same 
lime. 

3.  When  Herod's  sister  and  mother  per- 
ceived that  he  was  in  this  temper  with  regard 
to  Jlariamne,  they  thought  they  had  now  got 
an  excellent  opportunity  to  exercise  their  ha- 
tred against  her,  and  provoked  Herod  to  wrath 
by  telling  him  such  long  stories  and  calum- 
nies about  her,  as  might  at  once  excite  his 
hatred  and  his  jeahmsy.  Now,  though  he  will- 
f:igly  enough  heard  their  words,  yet  hud  not 
he  courage  enough  to  do  any  thing  to  her  as 
if  he  believi'd  them,  but  still  he  beoune  worse 
and  worse  disposed  to  her,  ami  these  ill  pas- 
sions were  more  and  more  ind.nned  on  both 
sides,  while  the  did  not  hide  her  disposition 
towards  him;  and  he  turned  his  love  to  her 
into  wrath  against  her;  but  when  he  was  just 
going  to  put  this  matter  piist  all  remedy,  he 
heard  the  news  that  Ccesar  was  the  victor  in 
the  war,  and  that  Antony  and  Cleopatra  were 
both  dead,  and  that  he  had  conquered  Kgypt ; 
whereupon  he  made  ha^te  to  go  to  meet 
C;esar,  and  left  the  affairs  of  his  family  in 
their  present  state.  However,  Mariamne  re- 
commended Sohemus  to  him,  as  he  was  set- 
ting out  on  his  journey,  and  professed  that  she 
owed  him  thanks  for  the  care  he  had  taken  of 
her,  and  asked  of  the  king  for  him  a  place  in 
the  government;  upnn  which  an  honourable 
employment   w<ib  be.-to.vcd  upon  him  accord- 


ingly.      Now,   when   Herod   was   come   into 

Egypt,  he  was  introduced  to  Ca&sar  with  great 
freedom,  as  already  a  friend  of  his,  and  re- 
ceived very  great  favours  from  him;  for  he 
made  him  a  present  of  those  four  hundred 
Galatians  who  had  been  Cleopatra's  guards, 
and  restored  that  country  to  him  again,  which, 
by  her  means,  had  been  taken  away  from  him 
He  also  added  to  his  kingdom  Gadara.  Hip- 
pos, and  Samaria;  and,  besides  those,  tiic 
maritime  cities,  Ga^a,  Anthedon,  Joppa,  and 
Strato's  Tower. 

4.  Upon  these  new  acquisitions,  he  grew 
more  magnificent,-  and  conducted  Ceesar  as 
far  as  Antiocli;  but  upon  his  return,  as  much 
as  his  prosperity  wjis  augmented  hy  the  Ibrcign 
additions  that  had  been  made  him,  so  muoh 
the  greater  were  the  distresses  that  came 
upon  him  in  his  own  family,  and  chiidy  in  the 
atTair  of  his  wife,  wherein  be  tor:i.erly  ap- 
peared to  hare  been  mn?t  of  all  fortunate;  for 
the  affection  he  had  for  Mariatnne  was  no  way 
inferior  to  the  afTectlonsof  such  as  are  on  that 
account  celebrated  in  history,  and  tliis  very 
justly.  As  for  her,  she  was  in  other  respects 
a  chaste  woman,  and  f;ulhful  to  him;  yet  hatl 
she  somewhat  of  a  woman  rough  by  nature, 
and  treated  her  hu>banj  inipericni-Jy  enough, 
because  she  saw  he  was  so  fond  of  Ikt  as  to 
be  enslaved  to  her.  She  chd  not  also  con- 
sider seasonably  with  herself  that  she  lived 
under  a  monarchy,  and  tliat  she  was  at  ano- 
ther's disposal,  and  accordingly  would  behave 
herself  after  a  baucy  manner  to  him,  which 
yet  he  usually  put  oif  in  a  jesting  way,  and 
bore  with  moderation  and  KO(»d  temper.  She 
would  also  expose  liis  inolhcr  and  his  sister 
openly,  on  account  vi'  the  meanness  of  their 
birth,  and  would  speak  unkindly  of  them,  in- 
somuch, that  there  was  before  this  a  disagree- 
ment and  unpardonable  hatred  among  the 
women,  anti  it  was  now  come  to  greater  re- 
proaches, of  one  another  than  formerly,  which 
suspicions  increased,  and  lasted  a  whole  year 
after  Herod  returnerl  from  Czesar.  How- 
ever, these  mistbrtunes,  which  had  been  kept 
under  some  decency  for  a  great  wldle,  burst 
out  all  at  once  upon  stich  an  occasion  as  was 
now  otfered  ;  for  as  the  king  was  one  day 
about  noon  lain  down  on  his  bed  to  rest  him, 
he  called  for  Mariaunie,  out  of  tlie  great  af- 
fection he  had  always  for  her.  She  )-ame  m 
accordingly,  but  would  not  be  down  by  him; 
and  when  he  was  very  desirous  of  her  com- 
pany, she  shovved  her  contempt  of  him;  and 
added,  hy  way  of  reproarli,  that  he  had  caused 
her  lather  and  her  brother  to  be  slain;'  and 
when  he  took  this  injury  very  unkindly,  and 

•  Wlirreas  Mariamne  it  here  represented  as  reproach- 
ion  Kerod  willi  Itie  niurd-r  I'f  her  fatlier  [ Alexamtei J, 
as  well  an  her  brolhiT  [Aristuhuhisj.  while  it  was  her 
Hianrtfatlier  Hyrcaniis,  ,iiid  nut  her  Titlier  AleXatuler, 
wbum  he  caused  to  be  slain  (as  Juseplms  hi^i.sell  iii- 
fiirius  u-i,  r.i)  vi.  sect.  U),  we  must  either  take  Zunara's 
reiulini;.  wliifh  is  here  aran'ijaiher.  ni;litl>,or  else  we 
niu>t.  af»  bef'ire  [oh.  i,  Hf'rX.  I),  a  low  a  slip  of  Josephus't 
pen  or  memor)  lo  the  pi.ice  tieiore  us.  "^  *-''' 
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was  ready  to  use  violence  to  her,  in  a  precipi- 
tate manner,  the  king's  sister  Salome,  ob- 
serving that  he  was  more  than  ordinarily  dis- 
turbed, sent  in  to  the  king  his  cup-bearer, 
who  had  been  prepared  long  beforehand  for 
suoh  a  design,  and  bade  him  tell  the  king  how 
Mariamne  had  persuaded  him  to  give  his  as- 
sistance in  preparing  a  love-potion  for  him; 
and  if  he  appeared  to  be  greatly  concerned, 
and  to  ask  what  that  love-potion  was,  to  tell 
liim  that  she  had  the  potion,  and  that  he  was 
(ie-^ired  only  to  give  it  him;  but  in  case  he 
did  not  appear  to  be  much  concerned  at  this 
potion,  to  let  the  thing  drbp;  and  that  if  he 
did  so,  no  harm  should  thereby  come  to  bim. 
When  she  had  given  him  these  instructions, 
she  sent  him  in  at  this  time  to  make  such  a 
speech.  So  he  went  in,  after  a  composed 
manner,  to  gain  credit  to  what  he  should  say, 
and  yet  somewhat  hastily;  and  said,  that 
Miiriamne  had  given  him  presents,  and  per- 
suaded him  to  give  him  a  love-potion;  and 
when  this  moved  the  king,he  said  thatthis love- 
potion  was  a  composition  that  she  had  given 
him,  whose  effects  he  did  not  know,  which 
was  the  reason  of  his  resolving  to  give  him 
this  information,  as  the  safest  course  he  could 
take,  both  for  himself  and  for  the  king. 
When  Herod  heard  what  he  said,  and  was  in 
an  ill  (Hsposition  before,  his  indignation  grew 
more  violent;  and  he  ordered  that  eunuch  of 
Mariamne,  who  was  most  faithful  to  her,  to 
be  brought  to  torture  about  this  potion,  as 
well  knowing  it  was  not  possible  that  any 
thing  small  or  great  could  be  done  mthout 
him ;  and  when  the  man  was  under  the  ut- 
most agonies,  he  could  say  nothing  concern- 
ing the  thing  he  was  tortured  about,  but  so 
f.ir  he  knew,  that  Mariamne's  hatred  against 
him  was  occasioned  by  somewhat  that  Sohe- 
mus  had  said  to  her.  Now,  as  he  was  saying 
this,  Herod  cried  out  aloud,  and  said,  that 
Sohemus,  who  bad  been  at  all  other  times  the 
most  faithful  to  him,  and  to  his  government, 
would  not  have  betrayed  what  injunctions  he 
had  given  him,  unless  he  had  had  a  nearer 
conversation  than  ordinary  with  Slariamnc. 
So  he  gave  orders  that  Sohemus  should  be 
seized  nn  and  slain  immediately;  but  he  allowed 
his  wife  to  t;ike  her  trial;  and  got  together 
those  that  were  most  faithful  to  him,  and 
kid  an  elaborate  accusation  against  her  for 
this  love-potion  and  composition,  which  had 
been  charged  upon  her  by  way  of  calumny 
only.  However,  he  kept  no  temper  in  what 
he  said,  and  was  in  too  great  a  passion  for 
judging  well  about  this  matter.  Accordingly, 
when  the  court  was  at  length  satisfied  that 
he  was  so  resolved,  they  passed  the  sentence 
of  death  upon  her;  but  when  the  sentence 
was  passed  upon  her,  this  temper  was  sug- 
gested by  himself,  and  by  some  others  of  the 
court,  that  she  should  not  be  thus  hastily  pat 
to  death,  but  be  laid  in  prison  in  one  of  the 
fortresses    belonging    to    the    kingdom;     but 
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Salome  and  her  party  laboured  hard  to  bats 
the  woman  put  to  death;  and  they  prev.iiled 
with  the  king  to  do  so,  and  advised  this  out 
of  caution,  lest  the  multitude  should  be  tu- 
multuous if  she  were  suffered  to  live;  and 
thus  was  Mariamne  led  to  execution. 

5.  When  Alexandra  observed  how  things 
went,  and  that  there  were  small  hopes  that 
she  herself  should  escape  the  like  treatment 
from  Herod,  she  changed  her  behaviour  to 
quite  the  reverse  of  what  might  have  beer 
expected  from  her  former  boldness,  and  this 
after  a  very  indecent  manner;  for  out  of  her 
desire  to  show  how  entirely  ignorant  she  was 
of  the  crimes  laid  against  Mariamne,  she 
leaped  out  of  her  place,  and  reproached  her 
daughter,  in  tlie  hearing  of  all  the  people; 
and  cried  out,  that  she  had  been  an  ill  wo- 
man, and  ungrateful  to  her  husband,  and 
that  her  punishment  came  justly  upon  her 
for  such  her  insolent  behaviour,  for  that  she 
had  not  made  proper  returns  to  him  who  had 
been  their  common  benefactor.  And  when 
she  had  for  some  time  acted  after  this  hypo- 
critical manner,  and  had  been  so  outrageous  as 
to  tear  her  hair,  this  indecent  and  dissembling 
behaviour,  as  was  to  be  expected,  was  greatly 
condemned  by  the  rest  of  the  spectators,  as  it 
was  principally  by  the  poor  woman  who  was 
to  suffer;  for  at  the  first  she  gave  her  not  a 
word,  nor  was  discomposed  at  her  peevish- 
ness, and  only  looked  at  her,  yet  did  she,  out 
of  a  greatness  of  soul,  discover  her  concern 
for  her  mother's  offence,  and  especially  for 
her  exposing  herself  in  a  manner  so  unbecom- 
ing her:  but  as  for  herself,  she  went  to  her 
death  with  an  unshaken  firmness  of  mind, 
and  without  changing  the  colour  of  her  face, 
and  thereby  evidently  discovered  the  nobility 
of  her  descent  to  the  spectators,  even  in  the 
last  moments  of  her  life. 

6.  And  thus  died  JIariamne,  a  woman  of 
an  excellent  character,  both  for  chastity  and 
greatness  of  soul;  but  she  wanted  modera- 
tion, and  had  too  much  of  contention  in  her 
nature,  yet  had  she  all  that  can  be  said  in  the 
beauty  of  her  body,  and  her  majestic  appear- 
ance in  conversation;  and  thence  arose  the 
greatest  part  of  the  occasions  why  she  did 
not  prove  so  agreeable  to  the  king,  nor  live 
so  ple;isantly  with  him  as  she  might  other- 
wise have  done;  for  while  she  was  most  in- 
dulgently used  by  the  king,  out  of  his  fond- 
ness for  her,  and  did  not  e.xpect  that  he  could 
do  any  thing  hard  to  her,  she  took  too  un- 
bounded a  liberty.  Moreover,  that  which 
most  artlicted  her,  was  what  he  had  done  to 
her  relations;  and  she  ventured  to  speak  of  all 
they  had  suffered  by  him,  and  at  last  greatly 
provoked  both  the  king's  mother  and  sister, 
till  they  became  enemies  to  her;  and  even  he 
himself  also  did  the  same,  on  whom  alone  she 
depended  for  her  expectations  of  escaping  the 
last  of  Dunishments. 

7.  But  when  she  was  once  dead,  the  king'* 
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affections  for  her  were  kindled  in  a  more  out- 
rageous manner  ttan  before,  whose  old  pas- 
sion for  her  we  have  already  descnbed;  for 
his  love  to  her  was  not  of  a  calm  nature,  nor 
such  as  we  usually  meet  with  among  other 
husbands  i  for  at  its  commencement  it  was  of 
an  enthusiastic  kind;  nor  was  it,  by  their 
long  cohabitation  and  free  conversation  to- 
gether, brought  under  his  power  to  manage; 
but  at  this  time  his  love  to  Mariarane  seemed 
to  seize  him  in  such  a  peculiar  manner,  as 
looked  like  divine  vengeance  upon  him  for 
the  taking  away  her  life;  for  he  would  fre- 
quently call  for  htr,  a::c!  fre'iucntly  lament 
tor  her,  in  a  most  indecent  nianntT.  More- 
over, he  bethought  him  of  every  thing  he 
could  make  use  of  to  ilivcrt  his  mind  from 
thinking  of  her,  and  contrived  feasts  and  as- 
semblies for  that  purpose,  but  nothing  would 
sulTice:  he  therefore  laid  aside  the  adminis- 
tration of  public  alfairs,  and  was  so  far  con- 
quered by  his  passion,  that  he  would  order 
his  servants  to  call  for  Mariamne,  as  if  she 
were  still  alive,  and  could  still  hear  them; 
and  when  he  was  in  this  way,  there  arose  a 
pestilential  disease,  and  carrie<l  otf  the  great- 
est part  of  the  multitude,  and  of  his  best  and 
inost  esteemed  friends,  and  made  all  men  sus- 
pect that  this  was  brought  upon  them  by  the 
anger  of  God,  for  the  injustice  that  had  been 
done  to  Mariarane.  This  circumstance  af- 
fected the  king  still  more,  till  at  length  he 
forced  himself  to  go  into  desert  places,  and 
there,  under  pretence  of  going  a  hunting,  bit- 
terly afflicted  himself;  yet  had  he  not  borne 
his  grief  there  many  days  before  he  fell  into 
a  most  dangerous  distemper  himself;  he  had 
an  inSammation  upon  him,  and  a  pain  in 
the  hinder  part  of  his  head,  joined  with  mad- 
ness; and  for  the  remedies  that  were  used, 
they  did  him  no  good  at  all,  but  proved  con- 
trary to  his  case,  and  so  at  length  brought 
him  to  despair.  All  the  physicians  also  that 
were  about  him,  partly  because  the  medicines 
they  brought  for  his  recovery  could  not  at  all 
conquer  the  disease,  and  partly  because  his 
diet  could  be  no  other  that  what  his  disease 
inclined  him  to,  desired  him  to  eat  whatever 
he  had  a  raind  to,  and  so  left  the  small  hopes 
they  had  of  his  recovery  in  the  power  of  that 
diet,  and  committed  hira  to  fortune.  And 
thus  did  his  distemper  go  on,  while  he  was  at 
Samaria,  now  called  Sebas^. 

8.  Now  Alexandra  alioiie  at  this  time  at 
Jerusalem;  and  being  informed  what  condi- 
tion Herod  was  in,  she  endeavoured  to  get 
possession  of  the  fortitied  places  that  wore 
about  the  city,  which  were  two,  the  one  be- 
longing to  the  city  itself,  the  other  belonging  to 
liie  temple;  and  those  that  could  get  them  into 
their  hands  had  the  whole  nation  under  their 
power,  for  without  the  command  of  them  it 
\\as  not  possible  to  offer  their  sacrifices;  and 
to  think  of  leaving  off  those  sacririces,  is  to 
every  Jew  plainly  impossible,  who  are  still 


more  ready  to  lose  their  lives  than  to  leave 
off  that  divine  worship  which  thev  have  been 
wont  to  pay  unto  God.  Alexandra,  there- 
fore, discoursed  with  those  that  had  the  keep, 
ing  of  these  strongholds,  that  it  was  proper 
for  them  to  deliver  the  same  to  her,  and  to 
Herod's  sons,  lest,  upon  his  death,  any  other 
person  should  seize  upon  the  government; 
and  that  upon  his  recovery  none  could  kce 
them  more  safely  for  him  than  those  of  hi 
own  family.  These  words  were  not  by  ther 
at  all  taken  in  good  part ;  and,  as  they  had 
been  in  former  times  fiuthful  [to  Herod], 
they  resolved  to  continue  so  more  than  ever, 
both  because  they  hated  Alexandra,  and  be- 
cause the)  tuouplit  it  .1  sort  of  impiety  to  de- 
spair of  Herod's  recovery  while  he  was  yet 
alive,  for  they  had  been  his  old  friends; 
and  one  of  them,  whose  name  was  Achiabus, 
was  his  cousiu-german.  They  sent  messen- 
gers, therefore,  to  acquaint  him  with  Alex- 
andra's design;  so  he  made  no  longer  delay, 
but  gave  orders  to  have  her  slain;  yet  was  it 
with  difficulty,  and  after  he  had  endured  great 
pain,  that  he  got  clear  of  his  distemper.  He 
was  still  sorely  afflicted,  both  in  mind  and 
body,  and  made  very  uneasy,  and  readier  than 
ever  upon  all  occasions  to  inflict  punishment 
upon  those  that  fell  under  his  hand.  He  also 
slew  tht  most  intimate  of  his  friends,  Costo- 
barus,  and  Lysimachus,  and  Gadias,  who  was 
also  called  Antipater;  as  also  Uositheus,  and 
that  upon  the  following  occasion. 

0.  Costobarus  was  an  Idumcan  by  birth,, 
and  one  of  principal  dignity  among  them, 
and  one  whose  ancestors  had  been  priests  to 
the  Kozc,  whom  the  Idumeans  had  [formerly] 
esteemed  as  a  god;  but  after  Hyrcanus  had 
made  a  change  in  their  poUtical  govern- 
ment, and  made  them  receive  the  Jewish  cus- 
toms and  law,  Herod  made  Costobarus  go- 
vernor of  Idumea  and  Gaza,  and  gave  him 
his  sister  Salome  to  wife;  and  this  was  upon 
his  slaughter  of  [his  uncle]  Joseph,  who  had 
that  government  before,  as  we  ha%'e  related 
already.  When  Costobarus  had  gotten  to  be 
so  highly  advanced,  it  pleased  him,  and  was 
more  than  he  hoped  for,  and  he  was  more 
and  more  puffed  up  by  his  good  success,  and 
in  a  little  while  he  exceeded  all  bounds,  and 
did  not  think  fit  to  obey  what  Herod,  as  their 
ruler,  commaiuied  him,  orlthat  the  Idumeans 
should  make  use  of  the  Jewish  customs,  or 
be  subject  to  them.  He  therefore  sent  to 
Cleopatra,  and  informed  her  that  the  Idu- 
means hall  been  always  under  his  progenitors, 
and  that  fc:  the  same  reason  it  was  but  just 
that  she  should  desire  that  country  for  him  of 
Antony,  for  that  he  was  ready  to  transfer  his 
friendship  to  her:  and  this  he  did  not  be- 
1  cause  he  was  better  pleased  to  be  under  Cleo- 
patra's government,  but  because  he  thought 
,  that,  upon  the  diniinution  of  Herod's  power, 
lit  Huuld  not  be  dillicult  for  him  to  obtain 
I  himself  the  entire  government  over  the  Idii* 
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means,  and  somewhat  more  also;  for  he  raised 
his  hopes  still  higher,  as  having  no  sihhU 
pretences,  both  by  bis  birth  anil  by  tbe^e 
riches  which  he  had  gotten  by  his  coii>tant 
attention  to  filthy  lucre;  and  accordingly  it 
vras  not  a  small  matter  that  he  aimed  at.  So 
Cleopatra  desired  this  country  of  Antony, 
but  failed  of  her  purpose.  An  account  of 
tliis  was  brought  to  Herod,  who  Wiis  there- 
upon ready  to  kill  Costobarus;  yet,  upon  the 
entreaties  of  his  sister  and  mother,  he  forgave 
him,  ^md  voueh.^afed  to  pardon  him  entirely, 
thou;li  he  still  had  a  suspicion  of  him  after- 
wani  for  this  his  attempt. 

]0.  But  some  time  afterward,  when  Sa- 
lome happened  to  quarrel  with  Costobarus, 
she  sent  him  a  bill  of  divorce,*  and  dissolved 
her  marriage  with  him,  though  this  was  not 
according  to  the  Jewish  law>;  for  with  us  it 
is  lawful  for  a  husband  to  do  so;  but  a  wife, 
if  she  departs  from  her  bu>band,  cannot  of 
herself  be  married  to  another,  unless  her  for- 
mer husband  put  her  away.  However,  Sa- 
lome chose  not  to  follow  the  law  of  her  coun- 
try, but  the  law  of  her  authority,  and  so 
renounced  her  wedlock;  and  told  her  brother 
llerod,  that  she  left  her  husband  out  of  her 
good-will  to  biui,  because  she  perceived  that 
he,  with  Antipater,  and  Lysimacbus,  and  Do- 
sitheus,  were  raising  a  sedition  against  him: 
as  an  evidence  whereof,  she  alleged  the  case 
of  the  sons  of  Babas,  that  they  bad  been  by 
hiu)  preserved  alive  already  for  the  interval  of 
twelve  years,  which  proved  to  be  true.  But 
when  Uerod  thus  ujiexpectedly  heard  ot  it, 
he  was  greatly  surpri^ed  at  it,  aiid  was  the 
more  surprised,  because  the  relation  appeared 
inciediUe  to  him.  As  for  the  fact  relating  to 
these  sons  of  Babas,  llero<I  had  formerly 
taken  great  pains  to  bring  them  to  punish- 
ment, as  being  enemies  to  his  government; 
but  they  were  now  forgotten  by  biin,  on  ac- 
count of  the  length  of  time  [since  he  bad  or- 
dered them  to  be  slain].  Now  the  cause  of 
his  ill-will  and  hatred  to  them  arose  hence: 
that  while  Antigonus  was  king,  llerod,  with 
his   army,    besieged   the   city   of  Jerusalem, 

*  Here  is  a  plain  eTampleof  a  Jpnisti  lady  ci»ine  a  hill 
nf  divume  lo  her  tiusbund,  Ihough  in  the  dji>»  ol  Juse- 
(thus  11  was  not  esteemed  lawful  for  a  wumaii  so  to  d... 
?M^  the  like  anif>nc  tlie  Partliians.  Anlirj.  b.  xviii  ch  ix. 
s,  G.  However,  the  Christian  law.  when  it  allowed  di- 
vi.rre  lor  adulter)'  (.MaL,v.  3i),  allowed  the  innocent  nile 
ti>  divorce  her  liUilty  litUbjiid.  as  well  as  the  innocent 
husband  to  diTorce  his  rtiitly  wife,  as  we  learn  from  the 
shcpbi  rd  of  Hennas  (Mand  b.  iv.),  and  from  the  second 
aptil.ic)  of  Justm  Martyr.wiit-reapersecuUon  wasbroiiubt 
iiTKin  the  Cbnitians  af.nn  such  a  divorce;  and  I  thiol. 
the  lionian  laws  permitted  it  at  that  time.  a!>  well  as  the 
laws  of  Chnstianitf.  Now  this  l^abas  who  was  one  of 
the  race  of  the  Asamoneans  or  Macrahees.  as  the  latter 
rod  of  this  section  intorins  us,  is  related  by  the  .lews,  as 
llr  iltidsuD  here  remarls.  to  have  been  ^o'eroinenlK  iv- 
Ili;ious  in  the  Jewish  way.  that.excepl  the  d;.y  tollowing 
the  tenth  ol  Tisri.  the  gieal  day  of  atont:o,ei.t.  when  be 
seems  to  have  supposed  all  his  ti<is  entiri-i\  foreiven.  he 
used  every  day  ol  the  whole  year  to  oiler  a  sscrilics;  lor 
III.  sii'S  ot  i^noiance.  or  «jch  as  he  Mippo.rd  he  had  been 
Koiliv  of.  hill  did  not  distiiu-lly  reni*ii  b.T,  .vee  .ooie- 
unsilikeiiot  Jgrippa  toe  OtnsU Auu.^.  b.  XIX  ch.  iii 
stct  3:  And  Job  i   4.6.  .,.-,  .,-   _q_,  J 


where  the  distress  and  miseries  which  tfae 
besieged  endured  were  so  pressing,  that  the 
greater  nuii.ber  of  them  invited  llerod  into 
the  city,  and  already  placed  their  hopes  on 
liim.  >iow,  the  sons  of  Babas  were  ot  great 
dignity,  and  hud  power  among  the  multitude, 
and  were  faithlul  to  Antigonus,  and  were  al- 
ways rai^ing  calumnies  against  Uerod,  and 
encouraged  the  people  to  preserve  the  govern 
ment  to  that  royal  family  which  held  it  by 
inheritance.  So  these  men  acted  thus  politi- 
cally, and,  as  they  thought,  for  their  own  ad- 
vantage ;  but  when  the  city  was  taken,  and 
Herod  had  gotten  the  governn.ent  into  his 
owit  hands,  and  Costobarus  was  aopointed  to 
hinder  men  Iroin  passing  out  at  ihe  gates,  anil 
to  guard  the  city,  that  those  citizens  that  weft 
guilty,  and  of  the  party  opposite  to  the  king, 
might  not  get  out  of  it,  —  Costobarus  being 
sensible  that  the  sons  of  Babas  were  had  in 
respect  and  honour  by  the  whole  multituiie, 
and  supposing  that  their  preservation  might 
be  of  gre.it  advantage  to  him  in  the  changes 
of  government  atlerward,  be  set  them  by  theiu- 
selvt^s,  and  concealed  them  in  his  own  tarois. 
and  when  the  thing  was  suspected,  be  ussuied 
Herod  upon  oath  that  he  really  knew  nothing 
ot  that  matter,  and  so  overcame  the  suspicioiu 
that  lay  upon  hiin;  nay,  alter  that,  when  the 
king  had  publicly  proposed  a  reward  lor  Ihu 
discovery,  and  had  put  in  practice  all  sorts  o) 
methods  for  searching  out  this  matter,  he 
would  not  confess  it;  but  being  persuaded 
that  when  be  bad  at  lirst  denied  it,  it  the  uieo 
were  found,  he  should  not  escape  unpuni.-hed 
be  was  lorctii  to  keep  them  secret,  not  oidy 
out  of  his  good-will  to  them,  but  out  of  a  ne- 
cessary regard  to  his  own  preservation  al^o 
But  \\'ben  the  king  knew  the  thing,  by  his 
sister's  information,  he  sent  men  to  the  plaet.'s 
where  he  had  the  intimation  they  were  con 
cealed,  and  ordered  both  them  anil  those  that 
were  accused  as  guilty  with  them,  to  be  slaiu. 
insomuch  that  there  were  now  none  at  all  lell 
of  the  kindred  of  Hyrcanus;  and  the  king 
doin  was  entirely  in  Herod's  own  power,  and 
there  was  nobody  remaining  of  such  dignity 
as  could  put  a  stop  to  n  bat  be  did  agauist  the 
Jewish  laws. 


CUAfTEft  VIIL 

HOW  TEN  MEN  Of  THE  CITIZENS  [OF  JERCSA- 
LEM]  made  a  CO.NSPIRACV  against  HEboD, 
FOB  THE  FOaEION  PIlACTItES  JIE  HAD  IK- 
TBODLtED,  WHICH  W  AS  A  TUANSGKESS10H 
or  THE  LAWS  OF  THEIR  COL'MBV.  CON- 
CERNING THE  BUILDING  OF  SLBASTE  AND 
CLSAREA,  ANUU'lHEK  EDIFICES  UF  HEhOD. 

$  1.  On  this  arcouiit  it  was  that  Herod 
revolted  Irom  the  la  its  ol  bis  country,  and 
eoriupleu  their  ancient  constuutioii.   hy  ti.e 
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introduction  of  foreign  practices,  which  consti- 
tution yet  ought  to  have  been  preserved  in- 
violable; by  which  means  we  became  guilty 
of  great  wickedness  afterward,  while  those 
religious  observances  which  used  to  lead  the 
multitude  to  piety,  were  now  neglected :  for, 
in  the  tirst  place,  he  appointed  solemn  games 
to  be  celebrated  every  lifth  year,  in  honour  of 
Caesar,  and  built  a  theatre  at  Jerusalem,  as 
also  a  very  great  amphitheatre  in  the  plain. 
Both  of  them  were  indeed  costly  works,  but 
opposite  to  the  Jewish  customs;  for  we  have 
bad  no  such  shows  delivered  down  to  us  as 
fit  to  be  used  or  exhibited  by  us,  yet  did  he 
celebrate  the^e  game-;  every  five  years,  in  the 
most  solemn  and  splendid  manner.  He  also 
uiade  proclamation  to  the  neighbouring  coun- 
tries, and  called,  men  together  out  of  every 
nation.  The  wrestlers,  anti  the  rest  of  those 
that  strove  for  the  prizes  in  such  games,  were 
iiivittd  out  of  evvry  land,  both  by  the  hopes 
of  the  rewards  there  to  be  bestowed,  and  by 
the  glory  of  victory  to  be  there  gained.  So 
the  principal  [»ersons  that  were  the  most  emi- 
nent in  the-^e  sorts  of  exercises,  were  gotten 
together,  for  there  were  very  great  rewards  for 
victory  proposed,  not  only  to  those  that  per- 
formed their  exercises  naked,  but  to  those 
that  played  the  musicians  also,  and  were 
called  Thifmelici ;  and  he  spared  no  pains  to 
induee  all  persons,  the  most  famous  tor  such 
exercises,  to  come  to  this  contest  for  victory. 
He  aUo  proposed  no  small  rewards  to  those 
who  ran  for  the  prizes  in  chariot -races,  when 
they  were  drawn  by  two,  or  three,  or  four 
pair  of  horses.  He  also  imitated  every  tiling, 
though  ever  so  costly  or  niagnihcent,  in  other 
nations,  out  of  an  ambition  that  he  might 
give  most  public  demonstration  of  bis  gran- 
deur.  Inscriptions  also  nf  the  great  actions 
of  C;esar,  and  trophies  of  those  nations  which 
he  had  conquered  in  his  wars,  and  all  made 
of  the  purest  gold  and  silver,  encompas:*ed  the 
theatre  itself:  nor  was  thrre  any  tiling  that 
oould  be  subservient  to  his  design,  whether  it 
were  precious  garments,  or  precious  stones  set 
in  order,  which  was  not  also  exposed  to  sight 
in  these  games.  He  had  als:o  made  a  great 
preparation  of  wild  beast?,  and  of  lions  them- 
selves in  great  abundance,  and  of  such  other 
beasts  as  were  eith('r  of  uncommon  strength, 
or  of  such  a  sort  as  were  rarely  seen.  These 
were  prepared  either  to  fight  with  one  ano- 
ther, or  that  men  who  were  condemned  to 
death  were  to  fight  with  them.  And  truly 
foreigners  were  greatly  surprised  and  delighted 
at  the  vastness  of  the  expenses  here  exhi- 
bited, and  at  the  great  dangers  that  were  here 
seen;  but  to  natural  Jews,  this  was  no  better 
than  a  dissolution  of  these  customs  for  which 
they  had  so  great  a  veneration.*     It  appeared 

•  These  prand  plava.  and  shows,  and  Thynielici,  or 
music-meetings, and  ctjariot-r<iCca,whec  t.'ierh.iriots  were 
drawn  by  two,  ttire«,  or  Tour  pair  of  horses,  &c.  iosti* 
luted  by  Herod  la  hi*  theatre*,  were  stul,as  we  M>e  here. 


also  no  better  than  an  instance  of  barefaced 
irapiety,  to  throw  men  to  wild  beasts,  for  the 
affording  delight  to  the  spectators  ;  and  it 
appeared  an  instance  of  no  less  impiety,  to 
change  their  own  laws  for  such  foreign  exer- 
cises: but,  above  all  the  rest,  the  trophies  gave 
most  distaste  to  the  Jews;  for  as  they  ima- 
gined them  to  be  images,  included  within  tlie 
armour  that  hung  round  about  them,  they 
were  sorely  displeased  at  them,  because  it  was 
not  the  custom  of  their  country  to  pay  ho- 
nours to  such  images. 

2.  Nor  was  Herod  unacquainted  with  the 
disturbance  they  were  under;  and,  as  he 
thought  it  unseasonable  to  use  violence  with 
them,  so  he  spoke  to  some  of  them  by  way  of 
consolation,  and  in  order  to  free  them  fronj 
that  superstitious  fear  (hey  were  under ;  yet 
could  not  he  satisfy  them,  but  they  cried  out 
with  one  accord,  out  of  their  great  uneasiness 
at  the  offences  they  thought  he  had  been  guilty 
of,  that  although  they  should  think  of  bearing 
all  the  rest,  yet  would  they  never  bear  images 
of  men  in  their  city,  meaning  the  trophies, 
because  this  was  disagreeable  to  the  laws  of 
their  country.  Now  when  Herod  saw  them 
in  such  a  disorder,  and  that  they  would  not 
easilv  change  their  resolution  unless  they  re- 
ceived satisfaction  in  this  point,  be  called  to 
him  the  most  eminent  men  among  them,  and 
brought  them  upon  the  theatre,  and  showed 
them  the  trophies,  and  asked  them,  what  sort 
of  things  they  took  these  trophies  to  be;  and 
when  they  cried  out  that  they  were  the  images 
of  men,  he  gave  order  that  they  should  be 
stripped  of  these  outward  ornaments  which 
were  about  them,  anrl  showed  them  the  naked 
pieces  of  wood;  which  pieces  of  woo<l,  now 
without  any  ornamfut,  became  matter  of  great 
sport  and  laughter  to  them,  because  they  had 
before  always  had  the  ornaments  of  images 
themselves  in  derision. 

3.  When  therefore  Herod  had  thus  got 
clear  of  the  multitude,  and  had  dissipated  the 
vehemency  of  passion  under  which  they  had 
been,  the  greatest  part  of  the  people  were  dis- 
posed to  change  their  conduct,  and  not  to  be 
displeased  at  him  any  longer;  but  still  some 
of  them  continued  in  their  displeasure  Hgainst 
him,  for  bis  introduction  of  new  customs, 
and  esteemed  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  their 
country  as  likely  to  be  the  origin  of  very 
great  mischiefs  to  them,  so  that  they  deemed 
it  an  instance  of  piety  rather  to  hazard  them- 
selves [to  be  put  to  death],  than  to  seem  as  if 
they  took  no  notice  of  Herod,  who,  upon  the 
change   he   had   made   in  their  government, 

looked  oa  hy  the  sober  Jews  as  heathenish  sports,  and 
tending;  inJl  only  lo  corrupt  the  nianner^  of  the  Jewish 
natioo,rtnd  to  bring  them  in  hjve  with  paqanish  idolatry 
and  pa>;anish  conduct  ol'  life,  hut  to  Itie  dissolution  of 
the  law  ot  Moses,  and  accordinEly  were  greatly  and 
jubtly  mndemned  by  thera,  as  appears  here  and  every* 
where  el-^e  in  Josephiis.  Nor  is  the  case  of  our  modem 
masqueradei>.  p)avs,  operas,  and  the  like  '*  pomps  and 
TaniticH  ol  this  wii^ked  worlds"  of  any  better  tendency 
under  Cbritti^inity. 
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introduced  such  customs,  and  that  in  a  violent 
maimer,  which  they  had  never  been  used  to 
before,  as  indeed  in  pretence  a  king,  but  in 
reality  one  that  showed  himself  an  enemy  to 
their  whole  nation;  on  which  account  ten 
men  that  were  citizens  [of  Jerusalem],  con- 
spired together  ag^ainst  him,  and  sware  to  one 
anoiher  to  undergo  any  dangers  in  the  at- 
tempt, and  took  dampers  with  them  under 
their  i^aimeuts  [for  the  purpose  of  kiUing 
Herod].  Now  there  was  a  certain  blind  man 
ainouf,^  those  conspirators  who  had  thus  sworn 
to  one  another,  on  account  of  the  indignation 
he  had  against  what  he  heard  to  have  been 
done;  he  was  not  indeed  able  to  atford  the 
re--t  any  assistance  in  the  undertakitig,  but 
was  ready  to  undergo  any  suffering  with  them, 
if  so  be  they  should  come  to  any  barm,  in- 
somuch that  he  became  a  very  great  encou- 
rager  of  the  rest  of  the  undertakers. 

4.  When  they  had  taken  this  resolution, 
and  that  by  common  consent,  tliey  went  into 
the  theatre,  hoping  that,  in  the  first  place, 
Herod  himself  couhl  not  escape  them,  as  they 
should  fall  upon  liini  so  unexpectedly;  and 
supposing,  liowever,  that  if  tliey  missed  him, 
they  should  kill  a  great  many  of  those  that 
were  about  him;  and  tiiis  resolution  they 
took,  though  they  should  die  for  it,  in  order 
to  suggest  to  the  king  what  injuries  he  had 
done  to  the  multitude.  These  conspirators, 
therefore,  standin^thus  prepared  beforehand, 
went  about  their  design  with  great  alacrity; 
but  there  was  one  of  those  spies  of  llerod  that 
were  appointed  for  such  purposes,  to  tish  out 
and  inform  him  of  any  conspiracies  that 
bhould  l)e  made  against  him,  who  found  out 
the  whole  atfmr,  and  tohl  the  king  of  it,  as 
he  was  about  to  go  into  the  tlieatre.  So  when 
he  rcdected  on  the  hatred  which  he  knew  the 
greatest  part  of  the  people  bore  hiin,  and  on 
the  disturbances  that  arose  upon  every  occa- 
sion, he  thought  this  plot  jigainst  him  not  to 
be  improbable.  Accordingly,  he  retired  into 
his  palace,  and  called  those  that  were  accused 
oi  this  conspiracy  before  him  by  their  several 
names;  and  as,  upon  the  guards  falling  upon 
them,  tliey  were  caught  in  the  very  fact,  and 
knew  they  could  not  escape,  they  prepared 
themselves  for  their  ends  with  all  the  decency 
they  could,  arid  so  as  not  at  all  to  recede  from 
tlieir  resolutfi  behaviour,  for  they  sbowe<l  no 
shajue  for  what  they  were  about,  nor  denied 
it;  but  when  they  were  seized,  they  showed 
their  daggers,  and  professed,  that  the  conspi- 
racy they  had  sworn  to  was  a  holy  and  a  pioos 
action;  that  what  they  intended  to  do  was 
not  for  gain,  or  out  of  any  indulgence  to  their 
passions,  but  principally  for  those  common 
customs  of  their  ''ountry,  which  ail  the  Jews 
were  obliged  to  observe,  or  to  cie  for  them. 
This  was  what  these  men  said,  out  of  their 
'undaunted  courage  in  this  conspiracy.  So 
they  were  led  away  to  execution  by  the  kinju's 
rttnrfis  rhat  stood  about  them,  and  patiently 


underwent  all  the  torments  inflicted  on  them 
till  they  died.  Nor  was  it  long  before  that 
spy  who  had  discovered  them,  was  seized  on 
by  some  of  the  people,  out  of  the  hatred  they 
bore  to  him;  and  was  not  only  slain  by  them, 
but  pulled  to  pieces,  limb  from  limb,  and 
given  to  the  dogs.  This  execution  was  seen 
by  many  of  the  citizens,  yet  would  not  one 
of  them  discover  the  doers  of  it,  till  upon 
Herod's  making  a  strict  scrutiny  after  them, 
by  bitter  and  severe  tortures,  certain  women 
that  were  tortured  confessed  what  they  had 
seen  done;  the  authors  of  which  fact  were  »o 
terribly  punished  by  the  king,  that  their  en- 
tire families  were  destroyed  for  this  their  lash 
attempt;  yet  <iid  not  the  obstinacy  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  undaunted  constancy  they  showed 
in  the  defence  of  their  laws,  make  Herod 
a-iy  easier  to  them,  but  he  still  strengthened 
himself  after  a  more  secure  manner,  and  re- 
solved to  encompass  the  multititde  every  way, 
lest  such  innovations  should  end  in  an  open 
rebellion. 

5.  Since,  therefore,  he  bad  now  the  city  for- 
tihed  by  the  palace  in  which  he  lived,  and  by 
the  temple  whicli  had  a  strong  fortress  by  it, 
Cidled  Antonia,  and  was  rebuilt  by  himself, 
he  contrived  to  make  Samaria  a  fortress  for 
himself  also  against  all  the  people,  and  called 
it  Sebaste,  supposing  that  this  place  would  be 
a  stronghold  against  the  country,  not  inferior 
to  the  former,  So  he  fortihed  that  place, 
which  was  a  day's  journey  distant  from  Jeru- 
siUeui,  and  which  would  be  usetul  to  Inm  in 
common,  to  keep  both  the  country  and  the 
city  in  awe.  He  also  built  another  fortress 
for  the  whole  nation:  it  was  of  old  called 
Strato's  Tower:  but  was  by  him  named  <Je- 
sarea.  Moreover,  he  chose  out  some  select 
horsemen,  and  placed  them  in  the  great  plain; 
and  built  [for  them]  a  place  in  Gahlee,  called 
CJaba,  with  Hesebonitis,  in  Pcrea;  and  these 
were  the  places  which  he  particularly  built 
while  he  always  was  inventing  somewhat  iar 
ther  for  his  own  security,  and  encompassing 
the  whole  nation  with  guards,  that  tliey  might 
by  no  means  get  from  under  his  power,  nor 
fiill  into  tumults,  which  they  did  contiimally 
upon  any  small  conmiotion;  aiid  that  if  they 
did  make  any  commotions,  he  might  know  oi 
it,  while  some  of  his  spies  might  be  upon  them 
from  the  neighbourhood,  and  might  both  be 
able  to  know  what  they  were  attempting,  and 
to  prevent  it;  and  when  he  went  about  build- 
ing the  wall  of  Samaria,  he  contrived  to  bring 
thither  many  of  those  that  had  been  aosistiiig 
to  him  in  his  wars,  and  many  of  the  people 
in  that  neighbourhood  also,  whom  he  made 
fellow- citizens  with  the  rest.  This  he  did,  out 
of  an  ambitious  desire  of  building  a  temple, 
and  out  of  a  desire  to  make  the  city  more  emi- 
nent than  it  had  been  beiore,  but  principally 
because  he  contrived  that  it  might  at  once  be 
for  his  own  security,  and  a  rfiionument  of  his 
magiiiticence.      lie   also    changed    its    name 
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and  called  it  Sebaste.  Moreover,  he  parted 
the  adjoining  country,  which  was  excellent  in 
its  kind,  among  the  inhabitants  of  Samaria, 
that  they  might  be  in  a  happy  condition,  upon 
their  first  coming  to  inhabit.  Besides  all 
which,  he  encompassed  the  city  with  a  wall 
of  great  strength,  and  made  use  of  the  accli- 
vity of  the  place  for  making  its  fortihcatioiis 
stronger,  nor  was  the  compass  of  the  place 
nia<le  now  so  small  as  it  had  been  before,  but 
was  such  as  rendered  it  not  inferior  to  the 
most  famous  cities;  for  it  was  twenty  furlongs 
in  circumference.  Now  within,  and  about 
the  middle  of  it,  he  built  a  sacred  place,  of  a 
furlong  and  a  half  [in  circuit],  and  adorned 
it  with  all  sorts  of  decorations,  and  therein 
erected  a  temple,  which  was  illustrious,  on 
account  of  both  its  largeness  and  beauty;  and 
as  to  the  several  parts  of  the  city,  he  adorned 
them  with  decorations  of  all  sorts  also;  and 
as  to  what  was  necessary  to  provide  for  his 
own  security,  he  made  the  walls  very  strong 
for  that  purpose,  and  made  it  for  the  greatest 
part  a  citadel,  and  as  to  the  elegance  of  the 
buildings,  it  was  taken  care  of  also,  that  he 
might  leave  monuments  of  the  fineness  of  his 
taste,  and  of  his  benelicence,  to  future  ages. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

eoNCERNING  THE  FAMINE  THAT  HAPPENED 
IN  JUDEA  AND  SYRIA;  AND  HOW  HEROD, 
AFTER  HE  HAD  MARRIED  ANOTHER  WIFE, 
REBUILT  CESAREA,  AND  OTHER  GRECIAN 
CITIES. 

§  1.  Now  on  this  very  year,  which  was  the 
thirteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Herod,  very 
great  calamities  came  upon  the  country ;  whe- 
ther they  were  derived  from  the  anger  of  God, 
or  whether  this  misery  returns  again  natu- 
rally in  certain  periods  of  time;*  for,  in  the 
first  place,  there  were  perpetual  droughts,  and 
for  that  reason  the  ground  was  barren,  and 

'  did  not  bring  fortli  the  same  quantity  of  fruits 
that  it  used  to  produce ;  and  after  this  barren- 
ness of  the  soil,  that  change  of  food  which  the 
want  of  corn  occasioned,  produced  distempers 
in  the  bodies  of  men,  and  a  pestilential  disease 
prevailed,    one    misery    following    upon    the 

'back  of  another;  and  these  circumstances, 
that  they  were  destitute  both  of  methods  of 

■  cure  and  of  food,  made  the  pestilential  dis- 
teniper,  which  began  after  a  violent  manner, 
the  more   lasting.      The  destruction  of  men 

■also,  after  such  a  manner,  deprived  those  that 


•  Here  we  have  an  eminent  example  of  the  1ani;uai;e 
'^nf  Josep'iUB  in   lii^   wr.tine  to  (ienlik**,   dilTerfnt   !roin 

llial  wli^ii  he  wrdt'-  t-i  Jew?;  in  Ins  writing  lo  vvliom  lie 
^  itill  derives  all  snc'i  jii'Ijimenta  frutn  the  anger  of  GtMi; 
'llut  beraii>e  he  kne.v  many  of  tlie  Centiles  thought  tl.ey 

niiel'l    natiiralty    come    in   cert^iin    periods.  Ije    Compliert 

with  Ihriii  in  tiie  fillowiiu^  fcentence      Nee  the  nole  uo 

tbe  War  (b   I  ch.  xxxiii.  sect.  ^]. 


survived  of  all  their  courage,  because  they 
had  no  way  to  provide  remedies  sufficient  fur  • 
the  distresses  they  were  in.  When  therefore 
the  fruits  of  that  year  were  spoiled,  and  what- 
soever they  had  laid  up  beforehand  was  spent, 
there  was  no  foundation  of  hope  for  relief  re- 
maining, but  the  misery,  contrary  to  what 
they  expected,  still  increased  upon  them;  and 
this,  not  only  on  that  year,  while  they  hail 
nothing  for  themselves  left  [at  the  end  of  it], 
but  what  seed  they  had  sown  perished  also, 
by  reason  of  the  ground  not  yielding  its  fruits 
on  the  second  year.f  This  distress  they  were 
in  made  tbeirt  also,  out  of  necessity,  to  eat 
many  things  that  did  not  use  to  be  eaten: 
nor  was  the  king  himself  free  from  this  dis- 
tress any  more  than  other  men,  as  being  de- 
prived of  that  tribute  lie  used  to  have  from 
the  fruits  of  the  ground;  and  having  already 
expended  what  money  he  had,  in  his  Uberality 
to  those  whose  cities  he  had  built;  nor  hud 
he  any  people  that  were  worthy  of  his  assist- 
ance, since  this  miserable  slate  of  things  had 
procured  him  the  hatred  of  his  subjects;  for  it 
is  a  constant  rule,  that  misfortunes  are  still 
laid  to  the  account  of  those  that  govern. 

2.  In  these  circumstances,  he  considered 
with  himself  how  to  procure  some  seasonable 
help;  but  this  was  a  hard  thing  to  be  done, 
while  their  neighbours  had  no  food  to  sell 
them;  and  their  money  aLo  was  gone,  had  it 
been  possible  to  purchase  a  little  food  at  a 
great  price.  However,  he  thought  it  his  best 
way,  by  all  means,  not  to  leave  off  his  endea- 
vours to  assist  his  people;  so  he  cut  off  the 
rich  furniture  that  was  in  his  palace,  botli  ot 
silver  and  gold,  insoumch  that  he  did  not 
spare  the  finest  vessels  he  had,  or  those  that 
were  made  with  the  most  elaborate  skill  of 
the  artificers,  but  sent  the  money  to  Petronius, 
who  had  been  made  prefect  of  Egypt  by 
C'Ksar;  and  as  not  a  few  had  already  lied 
to  him  under  their  necessities,  and  as  he  was 
particularly  a  friend  to  Herod,  and  detirous 
to  have  his  subjects  preserved,  he  gave  leave 
to  them,  in  the  first  place,  to  export  corn,  and 
assisted  them  every  way,  both  in  purchasing 
and  exporting  the  same;  so  that  he  was  the 
principal,  if  not  the  only  peison,  who  afforded 
them  what  help  they  had.  And  Herod,  ta- 
king care  the  people  should  understand  that 

+  This  famine  for  two  years  that  afferted  Jiidea  and 
Svria.  the  tltirrerntii  and  lonrtepnth  yrars  of  Herod, 
which  are  the  twenty-third  and  twenty-fourth  years  be- 
fore the  CtiristiaD  fcra,  seems  to  have  been  more  terrible 
dnrini;  tiiis  time  than  was  that  in  the  days  of  Jacob, 'Jen. 
xli  xlii.  And  what  maltes  the  comparison  the  more  re- 
inarlable  is  this:— Thai  now,  as  well  as  then,  the  relief 
tliey  had  was  fri  m  I^iiypt  also;  then  from  Joseph  the  go- 
veinor  of  Egypt,  under  I*nanioh  kiriR  of  Egypt:  and  now 
from  Petronius  the  prefect  of  I'gypl.  under  AugnsluR,  tHo 
Rom. in  emperor.  See  almost  the  like  case.  Antiq  b,  xx. 
rh  ii.  sect.  ll.  It  is  also  well  worth  our  oiiservatioii  here, 
that  tliese  two  years  were  a  Snhhatic  Year,  and  a  year  of 
jiiljilM:.  for  which  Providence,  durio:;  tlie  theocracy,  used 
t..  provide  a  In r.Ie  crop  beforehand;  hut  winch  becaiua 
now.  when  tlie  .lews  had  lorleiteii  that  blessing,  th« 
greateal  years  of  fnuiiie  to  them  ever  since  the  dayt  <d 
Abah.     I  liuu^s,  ;kvil.  xv»iu. 
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this  help  came  fra  n  himself,  did  tbereby  not 
only  remove  the  ill  opinion  of  those  that  for- 
merly hated  him,  but  gave  them  the  greatest 
demonstration  possible  of  his  good-will  to 
them,  and  care  of  them :  for,  in  the  first  place, 
as  for  those  who  were  able  to  provide  their 
own  food,  he  distributed  to  them  their  pro- 
portion of  corn  in  the  exactest  manner;  but 
for  those  many  that  were  not  able,  either  bv 
reason  of  their  old  age,  or  any  other  infirmity, 
to  provide  food  for  themselves,  he  made  this 
provision  for  them,  that  the  bakers  should 
make  their  bread  ready  for  them.  He  also 
took  care  that  they  might  not  be  hurt  by  the 
dangers  of  winter,  since  they  were  in  great 
want  of  clothing  also,  by  reason  of  the  utter 
destruction  and  consumption  of  their  sheep 
and  goats,  till  they  had  no  wool  to  make  use 
of,  nor  any  thing  else  to  cover  themselves 
withal.  And  when  he  had  procured  these 
things  for  his  own  subjects,  he  went  farther, 
in  order  to  provide  necessaries  for  their  neigh- 
bours; and  gave  seed  to  the  Syrians;  which 
things  turned  greatly  to  his  own  advantage 
also,  this  charitable  assistance  being  alforded 
most  seasonably  to  their  fruitful  soil,  so  that 
every  one  had  now  a  plentiful  provision  of 
food.  Upon  the  whole,  when  the  harvest  of 
the  land  was  approaching,  he  sent  no  fewer 
than  fifty  thousand  men,  whom  he  had  sus- 
tained, into  the  country;  by  which  means  he 
both  repaired  the  afflicted  condition  of  his  own 
kingdom  with  great  generosity  and  diligence, 
and  lightened  the  alfiictions  of  his  neighbours, 
who  were  under  the  same  calamities;  for  there 
was  nobody  who  had  beeu  in  want,  that  was 
left  destitute  of  a  suitable  assistance  by  him: 
nay,  farther,  there  were  iieitber  any  people, 
nor  any  cities,  nor  any  private  men,  who  were 
to  make  provision  for  the  multitudes;  and  on 
that  account  were  in  want  of  support,  and 
bad  recourse  to  him,  but  received  what  they 
stood  in  need  of,  insomuch  that  it  appeared, 
upon  a  computation,  that  the  number  of  cori 
of  wheat,  of  fen  Attic  medimni  a-piecc,  that 
were  given  to  foreigners,  amounted  to  ten 
thousand;  and  the  number  that  was  given  in 
his  own  kingdom  was  fourscore  thousand. 
Now  it  happened  that  this  care  of  his,  and 
this  seasonable  benefa.:tion,  had  such  influ- 
ence on  the  Jews,  and  was  so  cried  up  among 
other  nations,  as  to  wipe  otf  that  old  hatred 
which  his  violation  of  some  of  their  customs, 
during  his  reign,  had  procured  him  among 
bU  the  nation,  and  that  this  liberality  of  his 
assistance  in  this  their  greatest  necessity  was 
full  satisfaction  for  all  that  he  had  done  of 
that  nature,  as  it  also  procured  him  great 
fame  among  foreigners ;  and  it  looked  as 
if  these  calamities  that  afflicted  his  land  to  a 
degree  plainly  incredible,  came  in  order  to 
raise  his  glory,  and  to  be  to  bis  great  advan- 
tage: for  the  greatness  of  his  liberality  in 
these  distresses,  which  he  now  demonstrated 
beyond  all  expectation,  did  so  change  th     Jis- 


position  of  the  multitude  towards  him,  that 
they  were  ready  to  suppose  he  had  been 
from  the  beginning  not  such  a  one  as  they 
had  found  him  to  be  by  experience,  but 
such  a  one  as  the  care  he  had  taken  of  them 
in  suppl)iDg  their  necessities  proved  him  now 
to  be. 

3.  About  this  time  it  was  that  he  sent  five 
hundred  chosen  men  out  of  the  guards  of  his 
body  as  auxiliaries  to  Caesar,  whom  .£liu3 
Gallus'  led  to  the  Red  Sea,  and  who  were  ol 
great  service  to  him  there.  'When  therefore 
his  affairs  were  thus  improved,  and  were  again 
in  a  flourishing  condition,  he  built  himself  ? 
palace  in  the  upper  city,  raising  the  rooms  to 
a  very  great  height,  and  adorning  them  with 
the  most  costly  furniture  of  gold,  and  marble 
seats,  and  beds;  and  these  were  so  large  that 
they  could  contain  very  many  companies  of 
men.  These  apartments  were  also  of  distinct 
magnitudes,  and  had  particular  names  given 
them;  for  one  apartment  was  called  Caesar's, 
another  Agrippa's.  lie  also  fell  in  love  agaii^ 
and  married  another  wife,  not  suffering  his 
reason  to  hinder  him  from  living  as  he  pleased. 
The  occasion  of  this  his  marriage  was  as  fol- 
lows:—  There  was  one  Simon,  a  citizen  of 
Jerusalem,  the  son  of  one  Boethus,  a  citizen 
of  Alexandria,  and  a  priest  of  great  note  there: 
this  man  had  a  daughter,  who  was  esteemed 
the  most  beautiful  woman  of  this  time;  and 
when  the  people  of  Jerusalem  began  to  speak 
much  in  her  commendation,  it  happened  that 
Herod  NS'as  much  affected  with  what  was  said 
of  her:  and  when  he  saw  the  damsel,  he  was 
smitten  with  her  beauty,  yet  did  he  entirely 
reject  the  thoughts  of  using  his  authority  to 
abuse  her;  as  believing,  what  was  the  truth, 
that  by  so  doing  be  should  be  stigmatized  for 
riolence  and  tyranny:  so  he  thought  it  best 
to  take  the  damsel  to  wife.  And  «  hile  Simon 
was  of  a  dignity  too  inferior  to  be  allied  to 
him,  but  still  too  considerable  to  be  despi^d, 
he  governed  his  inclinations  after  the  most 
prudent  manner,  by  augmenting  the  dignity 
of  the  family,  and  making  them  more  honour- 
able; so  he  immediately  deprived  Jesus  the 
son  of  Phabet  of  the  high -priesthood,  and 
conferred  that  dignity  on  Simon,  and  so 
joined  in  affinity  mth  him  [by  marrying  his 
daughter]. 

4.  When  this  wedding  was  over,  he  built 
another  citadel  in  that  place  where  he  had 
conquered  the  Jews,  when  he  was  driven  out 
of  his  government,  and  Antigonus  enjoyed  it. 
This  citadel  is  distant  from  Jerusalem  about 
threescore  furlongs.  It  was  strong  by  nature, 
and  fit  for  such  a  building.  It  is  a  sort  of  a 
moderate  hill,  raised  to  a  farther  height  by 
the  hand  of  man,  till  it  was  of  the  shape  of  a 

•  This  ^lins  Oallus  se«nis  In  he  no  other  than  thai 
/Elius  l.argus.  whum  Diu  sp«aits  of  as  cocductiog  aa 
exp«dilioD  IKat  was  about  this  time  made  into  Arabia 
Fefix.  according  to  Prtavius.  wbo  is  hrre  filed  by  Span- 
hiim.  Sr«  a  lull  account  ui  this  expedition  id  Pridckux* 
at  the  yc&is  Zi  aud  24. 
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woman's  breast.  It  is  encompassed  with  cir- 
cular towers,  and  hath  a  straight  ascent  up 
to  it,  which  ascent  is  composed  of  steps  of 
polished  stones,  in  number  two  hundred. 
Within  it  are  royal  and  very  rich  apartments, 
a(  a  structure  that  provided  both  for  security 
md  for  beauty.  About  the  bottom  there  are 
habitations  of  such  a  structure  as  are  well 
worth  seeing,  both  on  other  accounts,  and  also 
on  account  of  the  water  which  is  brought 
thither  from  a  great  way  off,  and  at  vast  ex- 
penses; for  the  place  itself  is  destitute  of 
water.  The  plain  that  is  about  this  citadel 
is  full  of  edifices,  not  inferior  to  any  city  in 
largeness,  and  having  the  hill  above  it  in  the 
nature  of  a  castle. 

5.  And  now,  when  all  Herod's  designs 
had  succeeded  according  to  his  hopes,  he  had 
not  the  least  suspicion  that  any  troubles  could 
arise  in  his  kingdom,  because  he  kept  his 
people  obedient,  as  well  by  the  fear  they  stood 
ill  of  him,  for  he  was  implacable  in  the  inflic-  | 
tion  of  his  punishments,  as  by  the  provident  i 
care  he  had  shown  towards  them,  after  the 
most  magnanimous  manner,  when  they  were 
under  their  distresses:  but  still  he  took  care  j 
to  have  external  security  for  bis  government,  I 
as  a  fortress  against  his  subject*;  for  the  ora-  | 
tioiis  he  made  to  the  cities  were  very  fine,  and 
full  of  kindness;  and  he  cultivated  a  season- 
able good  understanding  with  their  govern- 
ors, and  bestowed  presents  on  every  one  of 
them,  inducing  them  thereby  to  be  more 
fiienilly  to  him,  and  using  his  magnificent 
disposition  so  as  his  kingdom  might  be  the 
better  secured  to  him,  and  this  till  all  his 
aifairs  were  every  way  more  and  more  aug- 
mented. But  then,  this  magnificent  temper 
of  his,  and  that  submissive  behaviour  and 
liberality  which  he  exercised  towards  Caesar, 
ami  the  most  powerful  men  of  Roine,  obliged 
him  to  transgress  the  customs  of  his  nation, 
and  to  set  aside  many  of  their  laws,  by  build- 
ing cities  after  an  extravagant  manner,  and 
erecting  temples, — not  in  Judea  indeed,  for 
tliat  would  not  have  been  borne,  it  being  for- 
bidden for  us  to  pay  any  honour  to  images, 
or  representations  of  animals,  after  the  man- 
ner of  the  Greeks ;  but  still  he  did  this  in 
the  country  [properly]  out  of  our  bounds, 
and    in   the    cities    thereof.'       The    apology 

•  One  may  here  take  notice,  that  how  tyrannical  and 
ex'.ravafianl  soever  HeroJ  were  in  biiofieif,  and  in  his 
Grecian  cities,  as  to  those  plays,  and  shows,  and  temples 
for  idolatry,  mentioned  above  {cb.  Tiii.  sect.  I),  and  here 
also,  yet  durst  even  he  introduce  v'ry  few  of  Ihem  into 
trie  cilies  of  the  Jews,  who,  as  Josephus  here  notes, 
would  not  even  then  have  borne  tbem.  so  zealous  were 
they  still  for  many  of  the  laws  of  Moses,  even  under  so 
tyrannicdl  a  government  as  Iliis  was  ot  Herod  the  Great; 
which  tyrannical  eovernmenl  puts  me  naturally  in  mind 
of  Dean  Pndeaux's  honest  reflrclion  upon  the  like  am- 
bition alter  such  tyrannical  power  in  Fompey  and  C*- 
ear:  — "  *Jnc  of  these  (says  he,  at  Ilie  year  6o).  could  Dot 
bear  an  equal,  nor  the  other  a  superior;  and  through 
this  ambitious  humour  and  thirst  alter  more  power  in 
these  two  men,  l!ie  whole  Roman  l.nipire  heme  divided 
into  two  opposite  tactions,  there  was  produced  hereby 
dM  ntoet  destructive  war  that  ever  atilicled  it;  aD'^  tiie 


which  he  made  to  the  Jews  for  these  things 
was  this:  —  That  all  was  done,  not  out  of  his 
own  inclinations,  but  by  the  commands  and 
injunctions  of  others,  in  order  to  please  Cxsar 
and  the  Romans;  as  though  he  had  not  the 
Jewish  customs  so  much  in  his  eye  as  he  had 
the  honour  of  those  Romans,  while  yet  he 
had  himself  entirely  in  view  all  the  while,  and 
indeed  was  very  ambitious  to  leave  great 
monuments  of  his  government  to  posterity; 
whence  it  was  that  he  u-as  so  zealous  in  build- 
ing such  fine  cities,  and  spent  such  vast  sums 
of  money  upon  them. 

6.  Now  upon  his  observation  of  a  place 
near  the  sea,  which  was  very  proper  for  con- 
taining a  city,  and  was  before  called  Strato's 
Tower,  he  set  about  getting  a  plan  for  a  mag- 
nificent city  there,  and  erected  many  edifices 
with  great  diligence  all  over  it,  and  this  of 
white  stone.  He  also  adoriftd  it  with  most 
sumptuous  palaces,  and  large  edifices  for  con- 
taining the  people;  and  what  was  the  great- 
est and  most  laborious  work  of  all,  he  adorned 
it  with  a  haven,  that  was  always  free  from  the 
waves  of  the  sea.  Its  largeness  was  nut  less 
than  the  Pyr^um  [at  Athens]  ;  and  had  to- 
wards the  city  a  double  station  for  the  ships. 
It  was  of  excellent  workmanship;  and  this 
was  the  more  remarkable  for  its  being  built 
in  a  place  that  of  itself  was  not  suitable  to 
such  noble  structures,  but  was  to  be  brought 
to  perfection  by  materials  from  other  places, 
and  at  very  great  expenses.  This  city  is  situ- 
ate in  Pha?nicia,  in  the  passage  by  sea  to 
Egypt,  between  Joppa  and  Dora,  which  are 
lesser  maritime  cities,  and  not  fit  for  havens, 
on  account  of  the  impetuous  south  winds  that 
beat  upon  them,  which,  rolling  the  sands  that 
come  from  the  sea  against  the  shores,  do  not 
admit  of  ships  lying  in  their  station ;  but  tlie 
merchants  are  generally  there  forced  to  ride 
at  their  anchors  in  the  sea  itself.  So  Herod 
endeavoured  to  rectify  this  inconvenience, 
and  laid  out  such  a  compass  towards  the  land 
as  might  be  sufficient  for  a  haven,  wherein  the 
great  ships  might  lie  in  safety ;  and  this  he 
elfected  by  letting  down  vast  stones  of  above 
fittv  feet  in  length,  not  less  than  eighteen  in 
breadth,  and  nine  in  depth,  into  twenty  fa- 
thoms deep ;  and  as  some  were  lesser,  so 
were  others  bigger,  than  those  dimensions. 
This  mole  which  he  built  by  the  sea-side  was 
two  hundred  feet  «-ide,  the  half  of  which  was 
opposed  to  the  current  of  the  waves,  so  as  to 

like  folly  too  much  reigns  in  all  other  places.  Could 
about  thirty  men  l>e  persuaded  lo  live  at  home  in  peace, 
without  enterprising  upon  the  rights  of  each  other,  for 
t?ie  vain  glory  of  conquest,  and  the  enlargement  of 
power,  the  whole  world  might  he  at  quiet;  but  their 
ambition,  tbeir  tollies  and  their  humour,  leading  them 
constantly  to  encroach  upon  and  quarrel  with  each 
other,  they  involve  all  that  are  under  thera  in  the  mis- 
chi.-f8  thereof,  and  many  thousands  are  they  which 
yearly  perish  by  it:  so  tbat  it  may  almost  raise  a 
I  doubt,  whether  the  benefit  which  the  world  receives 
from  government  be  siiffirient  to  make  amends  for  tbe 
calaiiulies  which  it  siillers  Iroiii  the  follies  aud  mal- 
aduiluiatratioaa  of  those  Ih't  luauage  iL'* 
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keep  oflfttose  waves  which  were  to  break 
upon  them,  and  so  was  called  Procvmatia,  or 
the  first  breaker  of  the  waves;  but' the  other 
half  had  upon  it  a  wall,  with  several  towers, 
the  largest  of  which  was  named  Drusus,  and 
was  a  work  of  very  great  excellence,  and  had 
its  name  from  Drusus,  the  son-in-law  of  Cje- 
sar,  who   died   young.     There  were   also   a 
great  number  of  arches,  where  the  mariners 
dwelt:    there  was  also  before  them  a  quay 
[or  landing-place],  which  ran  round  the  en- 
tire  haven,  and  was  a  most  agreeable  walk  to 
such  as  had  a  mind  to  that  exercise;    but  the 
entrance  or  mouth  of  the  port  was  made  on 
the  north  quarter,  on  which  side  was  the  still- 
e-t  of  the  winds  of  all  in  this  place:    and  the 
basis  of  the  whole  circuit  on  the  left  hand,  as 
w)u  enter  the  port,  supported  a  round  turret, 
\yliiuh  was  made,very  strong,  in  order  to  re- 
sist the  greatest  waves;    while,  on  the  right 
hand,  as  you  enter,  stood  two  vast  stones,  and 
those  ea-h  of  them  larger  than    the   turret, 
Hl.ich   was    over-against    them;    these    stood 
upright,  and  were  joined  together.   Now  there 
were  editices  all    along    the    circular    haven, 
made  of  the  most  polished  stone,  with  a  certain 
elevation,  whereon  was  erected  a  temple,  that 
WHS  seen  a  great  way  off  by  those  that  were 
sailing   for   that    haven,  and    had   in  it  tivo 
statues,  the  one  of  Home,  the  other  of  Gesar. 
The  city  itself  was  called  Cesarea,  which  wa^ 
also  Itself  built  of  fine  materials,  and  was  of 
a  line  structure;    nay,  the  very  subterranean 
vaults  and  cellars  had  no  less  of  architecture 
be,towed   on  them  than    hail   the   buildings 
above  ground.      Some  of  these  vaults  carried 
things  at  even  distances  to  the  haven  and  to 
the  sea;   but  one  of  them   ran  obliquely,  tmd 
bound  all  the  rest  together,  that  both  the  rain 
and  the  filth  of  the  citizens  were  together  car- 
ned  otf  with  ease,  and  the  sea  itself,  upon  the 
flux  ot  the  tide  from  without,  came  into  the 
city,  and  washed  it    all    clean.     Herod    also 
built  thereiu  a  theatre  of  stone;   and  on  the 
south    quarter,  behind    the    port,  an   ampiii- 
theatre  also,  capable  of  holding  a  vast  num- 
ber of  men,  and  conveniently  situated  for  a 
prospect  of  the  sea.      So  this  city  was  thus 
ibushed  ip  twelve  years;*   during  which  time 
the  king  did  not  tail  to  go  on  both  with  the 
work,  and  to  pay  the  charges  tliat  were  ne- 
cessiirv. 
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"Cesarea  being  here  said  ta  be  rebaill  and  adorned  in 
twelve  yearfc  ana  iiHin  alVrwards  i„  len  vearWAntiq 
b^  i.L  cb.  T.  sect.  1).  Ihere  musi  be  a  niisuke  in  one  of 
the  place,  a»  10  Ibe  true  number;  bu".  in  wbich  of  U>em, 
It  u  faaid  poiiuvely  to  detvuine. 


HOW  EIBOD  SENT  HIS  SONS  TO  ROME;  HOW 
ALSO  HE  WAS  ACCUSED  EV  ZENOPOBt'3  AND 
THE  GaDARENS,  but  was  CLEARED  Of 
WHAT  THEY  ACCUSED  HIM  OF,  AND  WITHAL 
GAINED  TO  HIMSELF  THE  GOOD-WIIL  OF 
C^SAR.  CONCEKXING  THE  PHARISEES, 
THE  ESSENS,  AND  MANAHEM. 

§  I.   When  Herod  was  engaged  in  such  mat- 
ters, and  when  he  had  already  re-edilied  Se- 
baste  [Samaria],  he  resolved  to  send  his  sons 
Alexander  and  -•Vristobulus  to  Rome,  to  en- 
joy the  company  of  Ca;sar;  who,  when  they 
came  thither,  lodged  at  the  house  of  Pollio,t 
who  was  very  fond   of  Herod's   friendship: 
and  they  had  leave  to  lodge  in  Caesar's  own 
palace,  for  he  received  these  sons  of  Herod 
with  all  humanity,  and  gave  Herod  leave  to 
give  his  kingdom  to  which   of  his   sons   he 
pleased;  and,  besides  all  this,  he  bestowed  on 
I  him   Trachon,  and   Batanea,  and    Auranitis, 
which  he  gave  him  on  the  occasion  following: 
—  One  ZenodorusJ  had  hired  what  was  called 
the  house  of  Lysanias,  who,  as  he  was  not 
satisfied  with  its  revenues,  became  a  partner 
withtherobbers  that  inhabited  the  Trachonites, 
and  so  procured  him  a  larger  income;  for  the 
inhabitants  of  those  places  lived  in  a  mad  way, 
and  pillaged  the  country  of  the  Damascenes,' 
while  Zenodorus  did  not  restrain  them,  but 
partook  of  the   prey  they  acquired.     Now, 
as  the  neighbouring  people  were  hereby  great 
sufferers,  they  complained  to  Varro,  who  was 
then  president  [of  Syria],  and  entreated  him 
to  write  to  Ca?sar  about  this  injustice  of  Ze- 
nodorus.      A\hen  these  matters  were  laid  be- 
fore Cffisar,  be  wrote  back  to  Varro  to  destroy 
those  nests  of  robbers,  and  to  give  the  land 
to  Herod,  that  by  his  care  the  neighbouring 
countries  might  be  no  longer  disturbed  with 
these  doings  of  the  Trachonites,  for  it  was  not 
an  easy  thing  to  restrain  theui,  since  this  way 
of  robbery  had  been  their  usual  practice,  and 
they  had  no  other  way  to  get  their  limg,  be- 
cause  they  had  neither  any  city  of  thtir  own, 
nor  lands  in  their  possession,  but  only  some 
receptacles  and  dens  in   the  earth,  and  there 
they  and  their  cattle  lived  in  common  toge- 
ther:  however,  they  had  made  contrivances  to 
get  pools  of  water,  and  laid  up  corn  in  gra- 
iiaries  for  themselves,  and  were  able  to  make 
great  resistance,  by  issuing  out  on  the  siidder 
against  any  that  attacked  ihem;    for  the  en 

+  This  Pollio,  with  wbom  Herod's  sons  lived  at  Rome 
was  not  I'ollio  the  Pharisee,  already  mentioned  b)  Jose, 
phus  (ch.  1  sect.  1),  and  again  presenlly  after  Ibis  (en.  i. 
seel  4).  bul  Asiniua  PoUio,  the  Komao,  as  STaunciiu 
here  observes. 

»  The  character  of  tbis  Zenodonis  is  so  like  thai  of  a 

famcns   roboer  of  tbe  same  name  in  Mrabo,  and  tlial 

about  this  very  country,  an.l  aNjii!  this  very   lime  also. 

that  I  lliink  Dr.  Hudson  har,il>  i.-rcied  t.i  have  wii  , 

\  ptrHopt  to  tuc  determiuatiuu  ihat  il,.-j  we™  (be  same. 
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trances  of  their  caves  were  narrow,  in  which 
but  one  could  come  in  at  a  time,  and  the 
places  within  incredibly  large,  and  made  very 
wide;  but  the  ground  over  their  habitations 
was  not  very  high,  but  rather  on  a  plain,  while 
the  rocks  are  altog^ether  hard  and  ditVicult  to 
be  entered  upon,  unless  any  one  gets  into  the 
plain  road  by  the  guidance  of  another,  for 
these  roads  are  not  straight,  but  have  several 
revolutions.  ]5ut  when  these  men  are  hin- 
dered from  their  wicked  preying  upon  their 
neighbours,  their  custom  is  to  prey  one  upon 
another,  insomuch  that  no  sort  vi  injustice 
comes  amiss  to  them.  But  when  Herod  had 
received  this  grant  from  Ciesar,  and  was  conie 
into  this  country,  lie  procured  skilful  guides, 
and  put  a  stop  to  their  wicked  robberies,  and 
procured  peace  and  quietness  to  the  neigh- 
bouring people. 

2.  Hereupon  Zenodorus  was  grieved,  in  the 
first  place,  because  Ins  principality  was  taken 
away  from  him,  and  still  more  so,  because  he 
envied  Herod,  who  had  gotten  it;  so  he  went 
up  to  Rome  to  arcur^e  him,  but  returned  back 
again  without  success.  Now  Agrippa  was 
[about  this  tinn-]  stMit  to  succeed  Ciesar  in 
the  government  of  tlie  countries  beyond  the 
Ionian  Sea,  upon  whcin    lloroil   lighted  when 


he  \va»i  wint^rim 


lit  Mitvlene,  for  he  had 


been  his  purticuliir  trit*nd  and  companion,  and 
then  returned  into  Judeu  again.  However, 
some  of  the  (^adjirens  came  to  Agrippa,  and 
Hpcu>-ed  Herod,  whom  be  sent  bai-k  l)0und  to 
the  king,  without  giving  them  the  hearing: 
but  still  the  Arabians,  who  of  old  bare  ill-will 
to  Herod's  governuitiit,  were  nettled,  and  at 
that  time  attempted  to  rai>e  a  sedition  in  his 
dominions,  and,  as  they  thought,  upon  a  more 
justifiable  occasion;  for  Zenodorus,  despairing 
alreadv  of  success  as  to  his  own  aifairs,  pre- 
verrted  [his  enemies],  by  selling  to  those  Ara- 
bians a  part  of  his  principality,  called  Aura- 
nitis,  for  the  value  of  lifty  talents;  but  as 
this  was  included  in  the  donations  of  Caesar, 
they  contested  the  point  with  Herod,  as  un- 
justly deprived  of  what  they  had  bought. 
Sometimes  they  did  this  by  making  incursions 
upon  him,  and  sometimes  by  attempting  force 
against  him,  and  sometimes  by  going  to  law 
with  him.  Moreover,  they  persuaded  the 
poorer  sobliers  to  help  them,  and  were  trouble- 
some to  him,  out  of  a  constant  hope  that  they 
should  reduce  the  people  to  raise  a  sedition; 
in  which  designs  those  that  are  in  the  most 
miserable  circumstances  of  life  are  still  the 
most  earnest;  and  although  Herod  had  been 
a  great  while  apprized  of  these  attempts,  yet 
did  not  he  indulge  any  severity  to  them,  but 
by  rational  methods  aimed  to  mitigate  things, 
as  not  willing  to  give  any  handle  for  tu- 
mults. 

3.  Now  when  Herod  had  already  reigned 
seventeen  years,  Caesar  came  into  Syria;  at 
which  time  the  greatest  part  of  the  inhabitants 
«f  Gadara  clamoured  again<>t  Herod,  as  one 


that  was  heavy  in  bis  injunctions,  aiid  tyran- 
nicaL  These  reproaches  they  aiainly  ven- 
tured upon  by  the  encouragement  of  Zenodo- 
rus, who  took  his  oath  that  he  would  never 
leave  Herod  till  he  had  procured  that  they 
should  be  severed  from  Herod's  kingdom, 
and  joined  to  Caesar's  province.  The  Uada- 
rens  were  induced  hereby,  and  made  no  small 
cry  against  him;  and  that  the  more  boldly, 
because  those  that  had  been  deUvered  up  by 
Agrippa  were  not  punished  by  Herod,  who 
let  them  go,  and  did  them  no  harm;  for  in- 
deed he  was  the  principal  man  in  the  world 
who  appeared  almost  inexoralde  in  punishing 
crimes  in  his  own  family;  but  very  generous 
in  remitting  the  otTiuces  that  were  committed 
elsewhere.  And  while  they  accused  Herod 
of  injuries  and  plunderings.  and  subversion 
of  temples,  he  stood  Unconcerned,  and  was 
ready  to  make  his  defence.  However,  Cicsar 
gave  him  his  right  band,  and  remitted  no- 
thing of  his  kindness  to  him,  upon  this  dis- 
turbance by  the  nmltitude;  and  indeed  these 
things  were  alleged  the  tirst  liay,  but  the  hear- 
ing proceeded  no  further;  for  as  the  Gada- 
rens  saw  the  inclination  of  Cajsar  and  of  his 
assessors,  und  expected,  as  they  had  reason  to 
do,  that  they  should  be  <lelivered  up  to  the 
king,  some  of  them,  out  of  a  dread  of  the  tor- 
ments they  might  undergo,  cut  their  own 
throats  in  the  night-time,  and  some  of  them 
threw  themselves  down  precipices,  and  others 
of  them  cast  thentselves  into  the  river,  and  de- 
stroyed themselves  of  their  own  accord;  which 
accidents  seemed  a  sutFicient  condemnation 
of  the  rashness  and  crimes  they  bad  been 
guiltv  of;  whereupon  Ca.'sar  made  no  longer 
delay,  but  cleared  Herod  from  the  crimes  he 
was  accused  of.  Another  happy  accident 
there  was,  which  was  a  farther  great  advan- 
tage to  Herod  at  this  time;  for  Zenodorus's 
belly  burst,  and  a  great  quantity  of  blood  is- 
sued from  him  in  his  sickness,  and  he  there- 
by departed  this  life  at  Antioch  in  Syria;  so 
Ciesar  bestowed  his  country,  which  was  no 
small  one,  upon  Herod ;  it  lay  between 
Trachon  and  Galilee,  and  contained  Ulatha» 
and  Paneas,  and  the  country  round  about. 
He  also  made  him  one  of  the  procurators  of 
Syria,  and  commanded  that  they  should  do 
every  thing  with  his  approbation;  and,  in 
short,  he  arrived  at  that  pitch  of  felicity,  that 
whereas  there  were  but  tw^o  men  that  governed 
the  vast  Roman  empire,  tirst  Caesar  and  then 
Agrippa,  who  was  his  principal  favourite, 
Csesar  preferred  no  one  to  Herod  besides 
Agrippa ;  and  Agri ppa  made  no  one  his 
greater  friend  than  Herod  beside  Caesar;  and 
when  he  had  acquired  such  freedom,  he  beg- 
ged   of  Caesar  a  tetrarchy"   for  his  brother 

•  A  tetrarchy  properly  and  originally  denoted  th» 
fourth  part  ol  an  entire  ktngdura  or  countfy,  and  a  f«* 
trarch  one  thdt  was  ruler  t>I  sucb  a  fourth  part,  winch 
always  implies  aoioewhal  Icsa  f  \:enl  of  dciminioa  aoA 
power  tbaii  beloos  lo  a  kiu^dauj  nnU  to  a  king. 
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Pheroras,  while  he  did  himself  bestow  npon 
him  a  revenue  of  a  hundred  talents  out  of  his 
own  kingdom,  that,  in  case  he  came  to  any 
harm  himself,  his  brother  might  be  in  safety, 
and  that  bis  sons  might  not  have  dominion 
over  him.  So  when  he  bad  conducted  C»sar 
to  the  sea,  and  was  returned  home,  he  built 
bini  a  most  beautiful  temple,  of  the  whitest 
stone  in  Zenodorus's  country,  near  the  place 
called  Panium.  This  is  a  very  tine  cave  in  a 
mountain,  under  which  there  is  a  great  cavity 
in  the  earth,  and  the  caveni  is  abrupt,  and 
prodigiously  deep,  and  full  of  a  still  water; 
over  it  bangs  a  vast  mountain;  and  under  the 
caverns  arise  the  springs  of  the  river  Jordan. 
Herod  adorned  this  place,  which  was  already 
a  very  remarkable  one,  still  farther  by  the 
erection  of  this  temple,  which  he  dedicated 
to  Caesar.  • 

4.  At  which  time  Herod  released  to  his 
subjects  the  third  part  of  their  taxes,  under 
pretence  indeed  of  relieving  them,  after  the 
dearth  they  had  had;  but  the  main  reason  was, 
to  recover  their  goo<l-will,  which  he  now 
wanted;  for  tbey  were  uneasy  at  him,  because 
of  the  innovations  he  had  introduced  in  their 
practices,  of  the  dissolution  of  their  religion, 
and  uf  the  disuse  of  their  own  customs;  and 
the  people  everywhere  talked  against  him, 
like  those  that  were  still  more  provoked  and 
disturbetl  at  his  procedure;  against  which 
discontents  he  greatly  guarded  himself,  and 
took  away  the  opportunities  they  might  have 
to  disturb  him,  and  enjoined  them  to  be  always 
at  work;  nor  did  he  permit  the  citizens  either 
to  meet  together,  or  to  walk,  or  eat  together, 
but  watched  every  thing  they  did,  and  when 
any  were  caught,  they  were  severely  punished ; 
and  many  there  were  who  were  brought  to 
the  citadel  Hyrcania,  both  openly  and  secretly, 
and  were  there  put  to  death  ;  and  there  were 
spies  set  everywhere,  both  in  the  city  and  in 
the  roads,  who  watched  those  that  met  toge- 
ther; nay,  it  is  reported  that  he  did  not  him- 
self neglect  this  part  of  caution,  but  that  he 
would  oftentimes  himself  take  the  habit  of  a 
private  man,  and  mix  among  the  multitude, 
in  the  night-time,  and  make  trial  what  opinion 
they  had  of  his  governitient ;  and  as  for  those 
that  could  no  way  be  reduced  to  acquiesce 
under  his  scheme  of  government,  he  persecuted 
them  all  manner  of  ways;  but  for  the  rest  oi 
the  multitude,  he  required  that  they  should  be 
obliged  to  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  him,  and 
at  the  same  time  compelled  them  to  swear 
that  they  would  bear  him  good- will,  and  con- 
tinue certainly  so  to  do,  in  his  management 
of  the  government;  and  indeed  a  great  part 
of  th^m,  either  to  please  him  or  out  of  fear 
of  him,  yielded  to  what  he  required  of  them ; 
but  for  such  as  were  of  a  more  open  and  ge- 
uerous  disposition,  and  had  indignation  at  the 
fori^  he  used  to  them,  he  by  one  means  or 
other  made  way  with  them,  ile  endeavoured 
also  to  persuaiie  Pollio  the  Fbaiisee,  and  iia- 


meas,  and  the  greatest  part  of  their  scholars, 
to  take  the  oath;  but  these  would  neither  sub- 
mit so  to  do,  nor  were  they  punished  together 
with  the  rest,  out  of  the  reverence  he  bore  to 
Pollio.  The  Esseng  also,  as  we  call  a  sect 
of  ours,  were  excused  from  this  imposition. 
These  men  live  the  same  kind  of  life  as  .do 
those  whom  the  Greeks  call  Pythagoreans; 
concerning  whom  I  shall  discourse  more  fully 
elsewhere.  However,  it  is  but  fit  to  set  down 
here  the  reasons  wherefore  Herod  had  these 
Essens  in  such  honour,  and  thought  higher  of 
them  than  their  mortal  nature  required:  nor 
will  this  account  be  unsuitable  to  the  nature 
of  this  history,  as  it  will  show  the  opinion  men 
had  of  these  Essens. 

o.  Kow  there  was  one  of  these  Essens, 
whose  name  was  Manahem,  who  had  this  tes- 
timony, that  he  not  only  conducted  his  life 
after  an  excellent  manner,  but  had  the  fore- 
knowledge of  future  events  given  him  by 
God  also.  This  man  once  saw  Herod  when 
he  was  a  child,  and  going  to  school,  and  sa- 
luted him  as  king  of  the  Jews;  but  he,  think- 
ing that  either  he  did  not  know  him,  or 
that  he  was  in  jest,  put  him  in  mind  that  he 
was  but  a  private  man;  but  ^lanahem  smiled 
to  himself,  and  clapped  him  on  his  backside 
with  his  band,  and  said,  "  However  that  be, 
thou  wilt  be  king,  and  wilt  begin  thy  reign 
happily,  for  God  finds  thee  worthy  of  it;  and 
do  thou  remember  the  blows  that  Manahem 
hath  given  thee,  as  being  a  signal  of  the 
change  of  thy  fortune;  and  truly  this  will  be 
the  best  reasoning  for  thee,  that  thou  love 
justice  [towards  men],  and  piety  towards  God, 
and  clemency  towards  thy  citizens;  yet  do  1 
know  how  thy  whole  conduct  will  be,  that 
thou  wilt  not  be  such  a  one,  for  thou  wilt  ex- 
cel all  men  in  happiness,  and  obtain  an  ever- 
lasting reputation,  but  wilt  forget  piety  and 
righteousness;  and  these  crimes  will  not  he 
concealed  from  God  at  the  conclusion  of  thy 
hfe,  when  thou  wilt  find  that  he  will  be  mindful 
of  them,  and  punish  thee  for  them."  Kow 
at  that  time  Herod  did  not  at  all  attend  tu 
what  Manahem  said,  as  having  no  hopes  of 
such  advancement;  but  a  httle  afterward, 
when  be  was  so  fortunate  as  to  be  advanced 
to  the  dignity  of  king,  and  was  in  the  height 
of  his  dominion,  he  sent  for  Manahem,  and 
asked  him  how  long  he  should  reign.  Ma- 
nahem did  not  tell  him  the  full  length  of  hi< 
reign  ;  wherefore,  upon  that  silence  of  his, 
he  asked  him  farther,  whether  he  should  reign 
ten  years  or  not?  He  replied,  "  Yes,  twenty, 
nay,  thirty  years;"  but  did  not  assign  the 
just  determinate  limit  of  his  reign.  Herod 
was  satisfied  with  these  repUcs,  ajid  gave  Ma- 
nahem his  hand,  and  dismissed  him ;  and 
from  that  time  he  continued  to  honour  all  the 
Essens.  We  have  thought  it  proper  to  re- 
late these  facts  to  our  readers,  how  strange 
soever  thev  be,  and  to  declare  what  hath 
happened  auiuiig   us.  be2au^e  aiauy  of  these 
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Essens  have,  by  their  excellent  virtue,  been 
thought  worthy  of  this  knowledge  of  divine 
revelations. 


CHAPTER  XL 

BOW  HEEOD  REBUILT  THE  TEMPLE,  AXD 
&AISED  IT  HIGHER,  AND  HADE  IT  MORE 
MAGMFICENT  THAN  IT  WAS  BEFORE;  AND 
ALSO  CONCERNING  THAT  TOWER  WHICH  HE 
CALLED  ANTONIA. 

§  1.  And  now  Herod,  in  the  eighteenth  year 
of  his  reign,  and  after  the  acts  already  men- 
tioned, undertook  a  very  great  work,  that 
is,  to  build  of  himself  the  temple  of  God,* 
anil  make  it  larger  in  compass,  and  to  raise  it 
to  a  most  magniticent  altitude,  as  esteeming 
it  to  be  the  most  glorious  of  all  bis  actions,  as 
it  really  was,  to  bring  it  to  perfection,  and 
that  this  would  be  sufficient  for  an  everlast- 
ing memorial  of  him;  but  as  he  knew  the 
multitude  were  not  ready  nor  willing  to  as- 
sist him  in  so  vast  a  design,  he  thought  to 
prepare  them  first  by  making  a  speech  to 
them,  and  then  set  about  the  work  itself;  so 
be  called  them  together,  and  spake  thus  to 

them: "  I  think  I  need  not  speak  to  you, 

my  countrymen,  about  such  other  works  as  I 
have  done  since  I  came  to  the  kingdom,  al- 
though I  may  say  they  have  been  performed 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  bring  more  security 
to  you  than  glory  to  myself;  for  1  have  nei- 
ther been  negligent  in  the  most  dilTicult 
times  about  what  tended  to  ease  your  ne- 
cessities, nor  have  the  buildings  1  have  made 
been  so  proper  to  preserve  me  as  yourselves 
from  injuries;  and  I  imagine  that,  with  God's 
assistance,  I  have  advanced  the  nation  of 
the  Jews  to  a  degree  of  happiness  wliich 
they  never  had  before;  and  for  the  particu- 
lar edifices  belonging  to  your  own  country, 
and  to  your  own  cities,  as  also  to  those  cities 
that  we  have  lately  acquired,  which  we  have 
erected  and  greatly  adorned,  and  thereby  aug- 
menteil  the  dignity  of  your  nation,  it  seems 
to  me  a  needless  task  to  enumerate  them  to 
you,  since  you  well  know  thera  yourselves; 
but  as  to  that  undertaking  which  I  have  a 
mind  to  set  about  at  present,  and  which  will 
be  a  work  of  the  greatest  piety  and  excellence 
that  can  possibly  be  undertaken  by  us,  I  will 
now  declare  it  to  you.  Our  fathers,  indeed, 
when  they  were  returned  from  Babylon,  built 

•■  We  may  here  observe,  that  the  fancy  of  the  modern 
Jews  io  callinir  this  temple,  which  was  really  the  third 
of  their  temples,  the  secnud  temple,  followed  so  lonR  by 
later  Cbrislians,  seems  to  be  without  any  solid  foundation. 
The  reason  why  the  Christians  here  follow  the  Jews  is, 
because  of  the  prophecy  df  Ha^gai  (ii.  6.  9),  which  they 
expound  of  the  Messiairs  coming  to  the  second  or  Zoro- 
babel's  temple,  of  which  they  suppose  this  of  Herod  to  be 
only  a  continuation,  which  is  meant,  1  think,  of  bis  cum- 
ins'to  the  fourth  and  last  temple,  or  to  that  future,  lar- 
K->st,and  most  jjiorious  one, des<:rihed  by  Lzekiel;  whence 
I  uKe  the  former  notion,  bow  geneial  soever,  to  be  a  great 
ttiilatLt.     &ee  LiL  Acuomp.  of  Propb.  p.  34. 


this  temple  to  God  Almighty,  yet  does  it 
want  sixty  cubits  of  its  largei«ess  in  altitude; 
for  60  much  did  that  first  temple  which  Solo- 
mon built  exceed  this  temple:  nor  let  any 
one  condemn  our  fathers  for  their  negligence 
or  want  of  piety  herein,  for  it  was  not  their 
fault  that  the  temple  was  no  higher;  for  they 
were  Cyrus,  and  Darius  the  son  of  Hystas- 
pes,  who  determined  the  measures  for  its  re- 
building; and  it  hath  been  by  reason  of  the 
subjection  of  those  fathers  of  ours  to  them 
and  to  their  posterity,  and  after  them  to  the 
Macedonians,  that  they  had  not  the  opportu- 
nity to  follow  the  original  model  of  this  pious 
edifice,  nor  could  rai.se  it  to  its  ancient  alti- 
tude; but  since  I  am  now,  by  God's  will, 
your  governor,  and  I  have  had  peace  a  long 
time,  and  hare  gained  great  riches  and  large 
revenues,  and,  what  is  the  principal  thing  of 
all,  I  am  at  amity  with  and  well  regarded  by 
the  Romans,  who,  if  I  may  so  say,  are  the 
rulers  of  the  whole  world,  I  will  do  my  endea- 
vour to  correct  that  imperfection,  which  hath 
arisen  from  the  necessity  of  our  affairs,  and 
the  slavery  we  have  been  under  formerly,  and 
to  make  a  thankful  return,  after  the  most 
pious  manner,  to  God,  for  what  blessings  I 
have  received  from  him,  by  giving  me  thi« 
kingdom,  and  that  by  rendering  his  temple  as 
complete  as  1  am  able." 

2.  And  this  was  the  speech  which  Herod 
made  to  them:  but  still  this  speech  affrighted 
many  of  the  people,  as  being  unexpected  by 
them,  and  because  it  seemed  incredible,  it  did 
not  encourage  them,  but  put  a  damp  upon 
them,  for  they  were  afraid  that  he  would  pull 
down  the  whole  edifice,  and  not  be  able  to 
bring  his  intentions  to  perfection  for  its  re- 
building; and  this  danger  appeared  to  them 
to  be  very  great,  and  the  vastness  of  the 
undertaking  to  be  such  as  could  hardly  be  ac- 
complished. But  whije  they  were  in  this  dis- 
position, the  king  encouraged  them,  and  told 
them  he  would  not  pull  down  their  temple  till 
all  things  were  gotten  ready  for  building  it  u|> 
entirely  again.  And  as  he  promised  them 
this  beforehand,  so  he  did  not  break  his  word 
with  thera,  but  got  ready  a  thousand  wajigoii^, 
that  were  to  bring  stones  for  the  building, 
and  chose  out  ten  thousand  of  the  most  >kil- 
lul  workmen,  and  bought  a  thousand  saiei- 
dotal  garments  for  as  many  of  the  priests,  uu  i 
had  some  of  them  taught  the  arts  itf  stoiie- 
cutters,  and  others  of  carpenters,  and  then 
began  to  build;  but  this  not  till  every  tuing 
was  well  prepared  for  the  work. 

3.  So  Herod  took  away  the  old  foundations, 
and  laid  others,  and  erected  the  temple  upon 
thera,  being  in  length  a  hundred  cubits,  and 
in  height  twenty  additional  cubits,  which 
[twenty],  upon  the  sinking  of  their  founda- 
tions,-f  fell  down:   and  this  part  it  was  thaj 

+  Some  of  our  modem  students  in  architecture  hdTo 
made  a  itrani^e  blunder  here,  when  thej  imagine  that 
J*sephu9  afiiroit  the  entire  foaodaUoD  of  Uk  temple 
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we   resolved  to  raise  again  in  the  days  of 
Nero.     Now  the  temple  was  built  of  stones 
that  were  white  and  strong,  and  eacu  of  their 
length  was  twenty -five  cubits,  their  height 
was  eight,  and  their  breadth  about  twelve; 
and  the  whole  structure,  as  also  the  structure 
of  the  royal  cloister,  was  on  each  side  much 
lower,  but  the  middle  was  much  higher,  till 
they  were  visible  to  those  that  dwelt  in  the 
country  for  a  great  many  furlongs,  but  chieliy 
to  such  as  lived  over-against  them,  and  those 
that  approached  to  them.     The  temple  had 
doors  also  at  the  entrance,  and  liiitels  over 
them,  of  the  same  height  with  the  temple  it- 
se'f-     They  were  adorned  with  embroidered 
veils,  with  their  flowers  of  purple,  and  pil- 
lars interwoven:  and  over  these,  but  under 
the  crown-work,  was  spread  out  a  golden  vine, 
with  its  branches  hanging  down  from  a  great 
height,  the  largeness  and  fine  workmanship 
of  which  was  a  surprising  sight  to  the  spec- 
tators, to  see  wb-it  vast  materials  there  were, 
and  with  what  great  skiil-the  workmanship 
was  done.     Ue  also  encompassed  the  entire 
temple  with  very  large  cloisters,   contriving 
them  to  be  in  a  due  proportion  thereto;  and 
he  laid  out  larger  sums  of  money  upon  them 
than  had  beer  done  before  him,  till  it  seemed 
that  no  one  else  had  so  greatly  adorned  the 
temple  as  he  had  done.      There  was  a  large 
wall   to  both  the  cleisters;  which  wall  was 
itself  the  most  prodigious  work  that  was  ever 
heard  of  by   man.       The   hill  was  a   rocky 
ascent,  that  declined  by  degrees  towards  the 
east  parts  of  the  city,  till  it  came  to  an  ele- 
vated level.    This  hill  it  was  which  Solomon, 
who  was  the  first  of  our  kings,  by  divine  reve- 
lation, encompassed  with  a  wall;  it  was  of  ex- 
cellent workmanship  upwards,  and  round  the 
top  of  it.     He  also  built  a  wall  below,  begin- 
ning at  the  bottom,  which  was  encompassed 
by  a  deep  valley;  and  at  the  south  side  he 
laid  rocks  together,  and  bound  them  one  to 
another  with  lead,  and  included  some  of  the 
inner  parts,  till  it  proceeded  to  a  great  height, 
and  till  both  the  largeness  of  the  square  edi- 
fice and  its  altitude  were  immense,  and  till 
the  vastness  of  the  stones  in  the  front  were 
plainly  Wsible  on  the  outside,  yet  so  that  the 
.uward  parts  were  fastened  together  with  iron, 
and  preserved  the  joints  immoveable  for  all 


or  I.  ,ly  house  sank  down  into  the  rocky  raounlain  on 
wl -  II  It  stood,  no  less  than  twenty  cubits,  whenas  he 
.>  ear  that  they  were  the  fonndutinns  of  tlie  additional 
U.-aly  cubits  only  above  the  hundred  (made  perhaps 
i-mk  on  purpose,  and  only  for  show  and  srandeii  ),  Dial 
»unk  or  tell  down,  as  Ur.  Hudson  nebtly  understands 
liimi  nor  IS  the  thing  itself  possible  in  the  other  seusr 
Asnppa's  preparation  for  buildio?  the  inner  parts  of  Uie 
temple  twenty  cubits  higher  (History  of  the  War.  b.  v 
ch  L  «ect.  5),  must  m  all  probability  refer  to  Ibis  mat- 
ter, ijice  Josephus  says  here,  that  Ibis  which  had  fallen 
down  WM  designed  to  be  raised  up  again  under  Nero 
under  whom  Agrippa  made  that  preparation.  But  wl,ji 
Jos«phus  sajs  presently,  that  Sulomon  was  the  first  ki.,., 
of  the  Jews,  appears  by  the  parallel  place.  Ai.liq.  b.  xx' 
ell-  IX.  sect.  7.  and  other  plarei.  to  be  meant  uuly  tl„. 
tf.t  of  OaFidi.  poittrijy,  and  the  6r«  buUder  of  Ine 
temple. 


future  times.  When  this  work  [for  the  foun- 
dation] was  done  in  this  manner,  and  joined 
together  as  part  of  the  hill  itself  to  the  very 
top  of  it,  he  wrought  it  all  into  one  outward 
surface,  and  filled  up  the  hollow  places  which 
were  about  the  wall,  and  made  it  a  level  on 
the  external  upper  surface,  and  a  smooth  level 
also.  This  hill  was  walled  all  round,  and  in 
compass  four  furlongs,  [the  distance  of]  each 
angle  containing  in  length  a  furlo.«ig:  hot 
within  this  wall,  and  on  the  very  top  of  all, 
there  ran  anotber  wall  of  stone  also,  having,  on 
the  east  quarter,  a  double  cloister,  of  the  same 
length  with  the  wall;  in  the  midst  of  which 
was  the  temple  itself.  This  cloister  looked 
to  the  gates  of  the  temple;  and  it  had  been 
adorned  by  many  kings  in  former  times;  and 
round  about  the  entire  temple  were  fixed  the 
spoils  taken  from  barbarous  nations;  all  these 
had  been  dedicated  to  the  temple  by  Herod, 
with  the  addition  of  these  he  had  Ukeii  from 
the  Arabians. 

4.  Now  on  the  north  side  [of  the  temple] 
was  built  a  citadel,  whose  walls  were  square, 
^d   strong,   and  of  extraordinary   firmness. 
This  atadel  was  buUt  by  the  kings  of  the 
Asamonean  race,  who  were  also  high -priests 
before  Herod,  and  they  called  it  the  Tower,  in 
which  were  rcposited   the   vesiments  of  the 
high-priest,  which  the-tiigh-priest  only  put  on 
at  the  time  when  he  was  to  olfer  sacrifice 
These  vestments  king   Herod   kept  in  that 
place;  and  after  his  death  thev  were  under  the 
power  of  the  Romans,  until  'the  time  of  Ti- 
berius Casar;  under  whose  reign  ViteUius,  the 
president  of  Syria,  when  he  once  came  to  Je- 
rusalem, and  had  been  most  magnificently  re- 
ceived by  the  multitude,  he  had  a  mind  to 
make  them   some  requital  for  the  kindness 
they  had  shown  him;  so,  upon  their  petition 
to  have  those  holy  vestments  in  their  own 
power,  he  wrote  about  them  to  Tiberius  Cm- 
sar,  who  granted  his  request:  and  this  their 
power  over  the  sacerdotal  vestments  continued 
with  the  Jews  till  the  death  of  king  Agrippa; 
hut  alter  that,  Cassius   Longinus,  who  was 
president  of  Syria,  and  Cuspius  Fadee,  who 
was  procurator  of  Judea,  enjoined  the  Jews 
to  reposit  those  vestments  in  the  tower  of  Aii- 
toma,  for  that  they  ought  to  have  them  in  their 
power,  as  they  formerly  had.     However,  the 
Jews  sent  ambassadors  to  Claudius  Casar,  to 
lutertvde   with   him  for  them;    upon   whose 
coining,  king  Agrippa,  junior,  being  then  at 
Rome,  asked  for  and  obtained  the  power  over 
thein  from  the  emperor;  who  gave  command 
to  ViteUius,  who  was  then  commander  ui  Syria, 
to  give  them  it  aceoi  diiigly.    Before  that  time 
tliey   were  kept  under  the  seal  of  the  high- 
pnest,  and  of  the  treasurers,  of  the  temple; 
which  treasurers    the   day  before  a  festival,  • 
went  up  to  the  Roman  captain  oi  the  temple- 
guards,    and    viewed    their    own    seal,    and 
received  the  vestments;  ami  again  when  the 
festival  was  over,  they  brought  il  to  the  saua 
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place,  and  showed  the  captain  of  the  temple- 
guards  their  seal,  which  corresponded  with  bis 
seal,  and  reposited  them  there.  And  that 
these  things  were  so,  the  afflictions  that  hap- 
pened to  us  afterward  [about  them]  are  sulTi- 
cieut  evidence:  but  for  the  tower  itself,  when 
Herod  the  king  of  the  Jews  had  fortified  it 
more  firmly  than  before,  in  order  to  secure  and 
guard  the  temple,  he  gratified  Antonius,  who 
was  his  friend,  and  the  Roman  ruler,  and  then 
gave  it  the  name  of  the  Tower  of  Antonia. 

5.  iiow,  in  the  western  quarter  of  the  en- 
closures of  the  temple  there  were  four  gates; 
the  first  led  to  the  king's  palace,  and  went  to 
a  passage  over  the  intermediate  valley;  two 
more  led  to  the  suburbs  of  the  city;  and  the 
last  led  to  the  other  city,  where  the  road  (!e- 
soended  down  into  the  valley  by  a  great  num- 
ber of  steps,  and  thence  up  again  by  the  as- 
scent ;  for  the  city  lay  over-against  the  temple 
in  the  manner  of  a  theatre,  and  was  encutn- 
passed  with  a  deep  valley  along  the  entire 
south  quarter;  but  the  fourth  front  of  the 
ttunple,  which  was  southward,  had  indeed  it- 
self gates  in  its  middle,  as  also  it  had  the 
royal  cloisters,  with  three  walks,  \%-l)ich  reached 
in  length  from  the  east  vaHey  unto  that  on 
the  west,  for  it  was  impossible  it  should 
reach  any  farther:  and  this  cloister  deserves 
to  be  mentioned  bettel^than  any  other  under 
fclte  sun;  for  while  the  valley  was  very  deep, 
and  its  bottom  could  not  be  seen,  if  you 
looked  from  above  into  the  depth,  this  farther 
vastly  high  eles'ation  of  the  cloister  stood 
upon  that  height,  insomuch  that  if  any  one 
looked  down  from  the  top  of  the  battlements, 
or  down  both  those  altitudes,  he  would  be 
gidi*y,  while  his  sight  could  not  reach  to  such 
an  immense  depth.  This  cloister  had  pillars 
that  stood  in  four  rows  one  over-against  the 
tther  all  along,  for  the  fourth  row  was  inter- 
woven into  the  wall,  which  [also  was  built  of 
stone];  and  the  thickness  ot  each  pillar  was 
such,  that  three  men  might,  with  their  arms 
extended,  fathom  it  round,  and  join  their 
hatuls  again,  while  its  length  was  twenty- 
seven  feet,  with  a  double  spiral  at  its  basis; 
and  the  number  of  all  the  pillars  [in  that 
court]  was  an  hundred  and  sixty-two.  Their 
chapiters  were  made  with  sculptures  after  the 
Corinthian  order,  and  caused  an  amazement 
[to  the  spectators],  by  reason  of  the  grandeur 
of  the  whole.  These  four  rows  of  pillars  in- 
cluded three  intervals  for  walking  in  the  mid- 
dle of  this  cloister:  two  of  which  walks  were 
made  parallel  to  each  other,  and  were  con- 
trived after  the  same  manner;  the  breadth  of 
each  of  them  was  thirty  feet,  the  length  was 
a  furlong,  and  the  height  fifty  feet:  but  the 
breadth  of  the  middle  part  of  the  cloister  was 
one  and  a  half  of  the  other,  and  the  height 
was  double,  for  it  was  much  higher  than  those 
on  each  side;  but  the  roo  were  adorned 
with  deep  sculptures  in  wood,  representing 
■uuty  so  ts  of  figures;  the  middle  was  much 


higher  than  the  rest,  and  the  wall  of  the  front 
was  adorned  with  beams,  resting  upon  pillars, 
that  were  interwoven  into  it,  and  that  front 
was  all  of  polished  stone,  insomuch  that  its 
fineness,  to  such  as  had  not  seen  it,  was  in- 
credible, and  to  such  as  had  seen  it,  was 
greatly  amazing.  Thus  was  the  first  enclo- 
sure. In  the  midst  of  which,  and  not  far 
from  it,  was  the  second,  to  be  gone  up  to  by 
a  few  steps:  this  was  encompassed  by  a  stone 
wall  for  a  partition,  with  an  inscription,  which 
forbade  any  foreigner  to  go  in,  under  pain  of 
death.  Now  this  iinier  enclosure  had  on  its 
southern  and  northern  quarters  three  gates 
[equally^  distant  from  one  another;  but  on 
the  east  quarter,  towards  the  sun-rising,  there 
was  one  large  gate  through  which  such  as 
were  pure  came  in,  together  with  their  wives; 
but  the  temple  farther  inward  in  that  gate 
was  not  allowed  to  the  women ;  but  still  more 
inward  was  there  a  third  [court  ot  the]  tem- 
ple, whereinto  it  was  not  lawful  foi  any  but 
the  priests  alone  to  enter.  The  temple  itself 
was  within  this;  and  before  that  temple  was 
the  altar,  upon  which  we  ofter  our  sacrifices 
and  burnt-olferings  to  (jod.  Into  none  of 
these  three  did  king  Herod  en'er,'  lor  he  was 
forbidden,  because  he  was  not  a  priest.  How- 
ever, he  took  care  of  the  cloisters  and  the  outer 
enclosures;    and  these  he  built  in  tight  years. 

G.  Hut  the  temple  itself  was  budt  by  the 
priests  in  a  year  and  six  months, — upon  which 
all  the  people  were  full  of  joy ;  and  presently 
they  returned  thanks,  in  the  first  place,  to 
God;  and  in  the  next  place,  for  the  alacrity 
the  king  had  shown.  They  feasted  and  cele- 
brated this  rebiuUling  of  the  temple:  lunl  for 
the  king,  he  sacrificed  three  hundred  oxen  to 
God;  as  did  the  rest,  every  one  according  to 
his  ability:  the  number  of  which  sacrifices  is 
not  possible  to  set  down;  fur  it  cannot  be 
that  we  should  truly  rel.ite  it;  for  at  the  same 
tioie  with  this  celebration  for  the  work  about 
the  temple,  fell  also  the  day  of  the  king's 
inauguration,  which  he  kept  of  an  old  custom 
as  a  festival,  and  it  now  coincided  with  the 
other;  which  coincidence  of  them  both  made 
the  festival  most  illustrious. 

7.  There  was  also  an  occult  passage  built 
for  the  king:  it  led  from  Antonia  to  the  in- 
ner temple,  at  its  eastern  gate;  over  which  he 
also  erected  for  himself  a  tower,  that  he  might 
have  the  opportunity  of  a  subterraneous  as- 
cent to  the  temple,  in  order  to  guard  against 
any  sedition  which  might  be  made  by  the  peo- 
ple against  their  kings.     It  is  also  reported.f 

•  *'  I  nio  none  of  Xhtte  thr«  did  kioe  Herod  enter."  i.  e. 
I.  Not  into  the  court  ol  the  priests;  i  ^or  into  the  lioly 
huuse  Itself.  J,  Nor  into  the  separate  place  belonging  to 
tlie  altar,  us  ttte  words  fullowiii^  imply;  fur  none  but 
priests,  or  tlieir  attendants  the  Leviles,  loi^^lit  come  into 
any  of  them.  See  Antiq.  b.  xvi  ch.  iv.  se(!t.  ti,  when 
Herod  goes  into  the  temple,  and  maiLCS  a  speech  iu  it  to 
the  people;  b'lt  that  cxuld  only  be  into  the  court  of  l»- 
ravl,  whilher  the  people  could  ciue  to  hear  liini. 

+  This  tradition  which  Jostphus  here  qieotioua,  as 
dellTeriHl   duwg    from  f-ti)er»  to  liieir  cliildrcD,  ot  t&k 
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that  during  the  time  that  the  temple  was 
building,  it  did  not  raiji  in  the  day-time,  but 
that  the  showers  fell  in  the  nights,  so  that  the 
work  was  not  hindered.    And  this  our  &thers 


have  delivered  to  us;  nor  is  it  incredible,  if 
any  have  regard  to  the  manifestations  of  God. 
And  thus  was  performed  the  work  of  ibe 
rebuilding  of  die  temple. 


BOOK  XVI. 

COBTAININO  THE  INTERVAL  OF  TWELVE   TEARS, 

FROM  THE  FINISHING  OF  THE  TEMPLE  BY  HEROD  TO  THE  DEATH 
OF  ALEXANDER  AND  ARISTOBULUS, 


CHAPTER  L 

A  LAW  or  HEBOD's  ABOCT  thieves.     SALOME 

AND  pherobas  calumniate  ALEXANDEB 

AND  ABISTOBLLUS,  UPON  THEIR  RETURN 
FROM  ROME,  FOB  WHOM  HEROD  YET  PRO- 
VIDES WIVES. 

§  1.  As  king  Herod  was  very  zealous  in  the 
admiuist ration  of  his  entire  ^^overiiroent,  and 
desirous  to  put  a  stop  to  particular  acts  ot"  in- 
justice which  were  done  by  criuiinais  about 
the  city  and  country,  he  made  a  law,  no  way 
like  our  original  laws,  and  which  he  enacted 
of  himself,  to  ex|>05e  housebreakers  to  be 
ejected  out  of  his  kingdom;  which  punish- 
ment  was  not  only  grievous  to  be  borne  by 
the  offenders,  but  contained  in  it  a  dissolu- 
tion of  the  customs  of  our  forefathers;  for 
this  slavery  to  foreigners,  and  ^ueh  as  did  not 
five  after  the  manner  of  Jews,  and  this  neces- 
sity that  they  were  under  to  do  whatsoever 
such  men  should  oomniand,  was  an  offence 
against  our  relit;ious  settlement,  rather  than  a 
puni^iiinent  to  such  as  were  found  to  have 
offended,  such  a  punishment  being  avoided  in 
our  original  laws;  for  those  laws  ordain,  that 
the  thief  shall  restore  fuurfuld;  and  that  it  he 
have  not  so  much,  be  shall  be  sold  indeed, 
but  not  to  foreigners,  nor  so  that  he  be  under 
perpetual  slavery,  for  he  must  have  been 
released  after  six  years.     But  this  law,  thus 

parlicular  remajkabtc  circumstance  rebtinj^  to  Ibe  buitd- 
log  of  Hcr&d's  trniple,  is  a  d^mutislratiuii  ttiat  ^ucb  ils 
building  was  a  koown  IhJD^  in  Judra  at  this  lime.  Mr 
was  born  but  forty-six  years  after  it  is  rtUted  to  have 
been  tinisbed,  and  ijtit;bt  bimself  facive  seen  and  »po  .en 
witb  some  of  Ibe  builders  ihemselve*.  and  with  a  jjreat 
Dumber  of  ibo^e  wlio  had  se*")!  its  building.  The  doukil 
therefore  about  tbe  trutb  ol  this  Itistury  v(  tbe  pulling 
down  atid  lebuildiog  tbis  temple  by  hcrod.  wbici)  some 
weak  people  have  iudul^ed.  was  not  then  ctuch  greater 
tban  It  soon  may  be.  nbei-irr  ot  iii<t  M  Paui^s  churcli  in 
London  was  burol  down  in  llie  fire  nt  I  >>ntlua,  a  i>  Irioo, 
Bsd  reboilt  by  Sir  Cbrulupiier  W  rcn  a  liltte  Afterward. 


enacted  in  order  to  introduce  a  severe  and  ille- 
gal punishment,  seemed  to  be  a  piece  of  inso- 
lence in  Herud,  when  he  did  not  act  as  a  king 
but  a:>  a  tyrant,  and  thus  contemptuously, 
.  and  without  any  regard  to  his  subjects,  did  tie 
venture  to  intruouce  such  a  punisbineitt. 
Now  this  penalty  tbuii  brought  intu  practice, 
was  like  Herod's  other  actions,  and  became  a 
part  uf  bis  accusation,  and  an  occasion  of  the 
hatred  he  lay  under. 

2.  Now  at  this  time  it  was  that  be  sailed  to 
Italy,  as  very  desirous  to  meet  with  Ca;saf, 
anu  to  sec  bis  sons  who  lived  at  Home: 
and  C'iesaf  was  not  only  very  obliging  to  him 
in  otiter  respects,  but  delivered  him  his  suns 
again,  that  he  might  take  them  home  with 
him,  as  liaving  already  completed  themselves 
m  the  sciences;  but  as  bOon  as  the  young  men 
were  come  from  Italy;  the  multitude  were 
very  desirous  to  see  iheui,  and  they  became 
conspicuous  among  theui  all,  as  adurned  with 
great  blessings  ot  fortune,  and  Laving  tbe 
uuuiitenances  of  persons  of  royal  dignity. 
So  they  soon  appeared  to  be  the  objects  ul 
envy  to  Salome,  the  king's  sister,  and  to  ^uch 
as  had  raised  calumnies  against  Mariamne; 
for  they  were  su^picious,  that  when  these 
came  to  the  government,  they  should  be  pun- 
isbed  for  the  wickedness  they  had  been  guilty 
of  against  tbeir  mother;  so  they  made  this 
very  tear  of  theirs  a  motive  to  raise  calumnies 
against  them  also.  They  gave  it  out  that 
tbey  were  not  pleased  with  their  tather's 
company,  because  he  had  put  their  mother  to 
death,  as  if  it  were  not  agreeable  to  piety  to 
appear  to  converse  with  their  mother's  mur- 
derer. Now,  by  carrying  these  stories,  that 
had  indeed  a  true  foundation  [in  tbe  factj, 
but  were  uidy  built  on  probabihties  as  lu  the 
present  accusation,  they  were  able  to  do  them 
mischief,  and  to  make  Uerod  take  away  that 
kmaness  from  hiif  sous  which  he  haa  bttlors 
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borne  to  them,  for  tney  did  not  say  these 
thini^s  to  him  openly,  but  scattered  abroad 
•uch  words  among  the  rest  of  the  multitude; 
from  which  words,  when  carried  to  Herod,  he 
was  induced  [at  last]  to  hate  them,  and  which 
natural  affection  itself,  even  in  length  of  time, 
was  not  able  to  overcome;  yet  was  the  king 
at  that  time  in  a  condition  to  prefer  the  natu- 
ral affection  of  a  father  before  all  the  suspi- 
cions and  calumnies  his  sons  lay  under: 
BO  he  respected  them  as  he  ought  to  do,  and 
married  them  to  wives,  now  they  were  of  an 
age  suitable  thereto.  To  Aristobulus  he  gave 
for  a  wife  Bcrnice,  Salome's  daughter;  and 
to  Alexander,  Glaphyra,  the  daughter  of  Ar- 
cbelaus,  king  of  Cappadocia. 


CHAPTER  II. 

now  HRnOn  TWICE  SAILED  TO  AGRIPPA;  AND 
HOW,  UPON  THE  COMPLAINT  OF  THE  JEWS 
IN  IONIA  AGAINST  THE  GREIKS,  AGIllPPA 
CONFIRMED  THE  LAWS  OF  THE  JEWS  TO 
THEM. 

§  1.  'When  Herod  had  dispatched  these  af- 
fairs, and  he  understood  that  Marcus  .\grippa 
bad  sailed  again  out  of  Italy  into  Asia,  he 
made  ha>te  to  him,  and  besought  him  to  come 
to  him  into  his  kingdom,  and  to  partake  of 
what  he  might  justly  expect  from  one  that 
had  been  liis  guest,  and  was  his  friend.  This 
request  he  greatly  pressed,  and  to  it  Agrippa 
agreed,  and  came  into  Judea:  whereupon 
Herod  omitted  nothing  that  might  please  him. 
He  entertained  iiim  in  his  new-Uuilt  cities, 
and  showed  him  the  edifices  he  had  built,  and 
provided  all  sorts  of  the  best  and  most  costly 
dainties  for  him  and  his  fi-iends,  and  that  at 
Sebaste  and  Cesarea,  about  that  port  tliat  he 
had  built,  and  at  the  fortresses  which  he  had 
erected  at  great  expenses,  Alexandrium,  and 
Herodiam,  and  Hyrcania.  He  also  conducted 
him  to  the  city  Jerusalem,  where  ail  the 
people  met  him  in  their  festival  garments,  and 
received  him  with  acclamations.  Agrippa 
also  offered  a  hecatomb  of  sacrifices  to  (Jod; 
and  feasted  the  people,  without  omitting  any 
of  the  greatest  dainties  that  could  be  gotten. 
He  also  took  so  much  pleasure  there,  that  he 
abode  many  days  with  them,  and  would  will- 
ingly have  staid  longer,  but  that  the  season 
of  the  year  made  him  make  haste  awav;  for, 
as  winter  was  coming  on,  he  thought  it  not 
safe  to  go  to  sea  later,  and  yet  he  was  of 
necessity  to  return  again  to  Ionia. 

2.  So  Agrippa  went  away,  when  Herod 
had  bestowed  on  him,  and  on  the  principal  of 
those  that  were  with  him,  many  presents; 
but  king  Herod,  when  he  had  passed  the  win- 
ter in  bis  own  dominions,  made  haste  to  get 
to  him  again  in  the  spring,  when  be  knew  he 
designed  to  go  to  a  campaign  at  the  Bosphorus. 


So  when  he  had  sailed  by  Rhodes  and  by 
Cos,  he  touched  at  Lesbos,  as  thinking  he 
should  have  overtaken  Agrippa  there;  but  he 
was  taken  short  here  by  a  north  wind,  which 
hindered  his  ship  from  going  to  the  shore; 
so  he  continued  many  days  at  Chius,  and 
there  he  kindly  treated  a  great  many  that 
came  to  him,  and  obliged  them  by  giving 
thein  royal  gifts.  And  when  he  saw  that  the 
portico  of  the  city  was  fallen  down,  which  a-s 
it  was  overthrown  in  the  Withridatic  war,  and 
was  a  very  large  and  fine  building,  so  was  it 
not  so  easy  to  rebuild  that  as  it  was  the  rest, 
yet  did  he  furnish  a  sum  not  only  large  enough 
ibr  that  purpose,  but  what  was  more  than 
sufficient  to  finish  tie  building;  and  ordered 
them  not  to  overlook  that  portico,  but  to  re- 
build it  quickly,  that  so  the  city  might  recover 
its  proper  ornaments.  And  when  the  high 
winds  were  laid,  he  sailed  to  Jlitylcne,  and 
thence  to  Byzantium;  and  when  he  heard 
that  Agrippa  was  sailed  beyond  the  Cyanean 
rooks,  he  made  all  the  haste  possible  to  over- 
take him,  and  came  up  with  him  about  Si- 
nope,  in  Pontus.  He  was  seen  sailing  by 
the  shipmcn  most  unexpectedly,  but  appeared 
to  their  great  joy;  and  many  friendly  saluta- 
tions there  were  between  them,  insomuch  that 
Agrippa  thought  be  had  received  the  greatest 
marks  of  the  king's  kindness  and  humanity 
towards  him  possible,  since  the  king  had  como 
so  long  a  voyage,  and  at  a  very  proper  sea- 
son, for  his  assistance,  and  had  left  the  govern- 
ment of  his  own  dominions,  and  thought  it 
more  worth  his  while  to  come  to  him.  Ac- 
cordingly, Herod  was  all  in  all  to  Agrippa, 
in  the  management  of  the  war,  and  a  great 
assistant  in  civil  affairs,  and  in  giving  him 
counsel  as  to  particular  matters.  He  was 
also  a  pleasant  companion  for  him  when  he 
relaxed  himself,  and  a  joint  partaker  with  hiia 
in  all  things;  in  troubles  because  of  his  kind- 
ness; and  in  prosperity,  because  of  the  re- 
spect Agrippa  had  for  him.  Now  as  soon  as 
those  affairs  of  Pontus  were  finished,  for  whose 
sake  Agrippa  was  sent  thither,  they  did  not 
think  fit  to  return  by  sea,  but  passed  through 
Paphlagonia  and  Cappadocia;  they  then  trn. 
veiled  thence  over  great  Phrygia,  and  came 
to  Ephesus,  and  then  they  sailed  from  Efjhe- 
sus  to  Samos.  And  indeed  the  king  bestowed 
a  great  many  benefits  on  every  city  that  he 
came  to,  according  as  they  stood  in  need  of 
them;  for  as  for  those  that  wanted  either  mo- 
ney or  kind  treatment,  he  was  not  wanting  to 
them  ;  but  he  supplied  the  former  himself  out 
of  his  own  expenses;  he  also  became  an  in- 
tercessor with  Agrippa  for  all  such  as  sought 
after  his  favour,  ami  he  brought  things  so 
about,  that  the  petitioners  failed  in  none  of 
their  suits  to  him,  Agrippa  being  himself  of 
a  good  disposition,  and  of  great  generosity 
and  ready  to  grant  all  such  requests  as  might 
be  advantageous  to  the  petitioners,  provided 
they  were  not  to  the  detriment  of  others. 
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The  inclination  of  the  king  was  of  great 
ueight  also,  and  stiU  excited  Agrippa,  who 
was  himself  ready  to  do  good;  for  he  made  a 
reconciliation  between  the  people  of  Ilium,  at 
>ihoiu  he  was  angry,  and  p.iid  what  money  the 
oeople  of  Chilis  owed  C;fisar's  procurators, 
and  discliarged  them  of  their  tributes;  and 
uclped  all  others,  according  as  their  several 
oecessities  required. 

3.  But  now,  when  Agrippa  and  Herod 
were  in  Ionia,  a  great  multitude  of  Jews,  who 
dwelt  in  their  cities,  came  to  them,  and  laying 
hold  of  the  opportunity  and  the  liberty  now- 
given  them,  laid  before  them  the  injuries 
which  they  suffered,  while  they  were  not  per- 
mitted to  use  their  own  laws,  but  were  com- 
pelled to  prosecute  their  law-suits,  by  the  ill 
usage  of  the  judges,  upon  their  holy  days, 
and  were  deprived  of  the  money  they  used  to 
lay  up  at  Jerusalem,  and  were  forced  into,  the 
army,  and  upon  such  other  ollices  as  obliged 
.them  to  spend  their  sacred  money ;  Irom 
which  burdens  they  always  used  to  be  freed 
by  the  Romans,  who  had  still  permitted  thein 
to  live  according  to  their  own  Uws.  When 
this  clamour  was  made,  the  king  desired  of 
Agrippa  that  he  would  hear  their  cause,  and 
assigned  Nicolaus,  one  of  his  friends,  to  plead 
for  those  their  privileges.  Accordingly,  when 
Agrippa  had  called  the  principal  of  the  Ro- 
mans, and  such  of  the  kings  and  rulers  as 
were  there,  to  be  his  assessors,  Nicolaus  stood 

up,  and  pleaded  for  the  Jews,  as  follows: 

'I;  is  of  necessity  incumbent  on  such  as  are 
>n  distress  to  have  recourse  to  those  that  have 
it  in  their  power  to  free  them  from  those  in- 
juries they  lie  under;  and  for  those  that  now 
are  complainants,  they  approach  you  with 
great  assurance;  for  as  they  have  formerly 
often  obtained  your  favour,  so  far  as  they  have 
even  wiihed  to  have  it,  they  now  only  entreat 
that  you,  who  have  been  the  donors,  will  take 
care  that  those  favours  you  have  already  grant- 
ed them  may  not  be  taken  away  from  them. 
AVe  have  received  these  favours  from  you,  who 
alone  have  power  to  grant  them,  but  have 
them  taken  from  us  by  such  as  are  no  greater 
than  ourselves,  and  by  such  as  we  know  are 
as  much  subjects  as  we  are;  and  certainly,  if 
we  have  been  vouchsafed  great  favours,  it  is 
to  our  commendation  who  have  obtained  them, 
as  having  been  found  deserving  of  such  great 
favours;  and  if  those  favours  be  but  snr.ali 
ones,  it  would  be  barbaious  for  the  donors  not 
to  confirm  them  to  us:  and  for  those  that  are 
the  hinderance  of  the  Jews,  and  use  them  re- 
proachfully, it  is  evident  that  they  alfront  both 
the  receivers,  while  they  will  not  allow  those 
to  be  worthy  men  to  whom  their  excellent 
rulers  themselves  have  borne  their  testimonv, 
and  the  donors,  while  they  desire  those  favours 
already  granted  may  be  abrogated.  Jv'ow  it' 
any  one  should  ask  these  Gentiles  themselves, 
which  of  the  two  things  they  woiJd  choose  to 
part  with,  their  lives,  or  the  customs  of  their 
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forefathers,  their  solemnities,  their  sacriBcea, 
their  festivals,  which  they  celebrate  in  honour 
of  those  they  suppose  to  be  gods?     I  know 
very  well  that  they  would  choose  to  sulfer  any 
thing  whatsoever  rather  than  a  dissolution  oi 
any  of  the  customs  of  their  forefathers;  tor 
a  great  many  of  them  have  rather  chosen  to 
go  to  war  on  that  account,  as  very  soliciUiiw 
not  to  transgress  in  those  matters:  and  indeed 
we  take  an  estimate  of  that  happiness  which 
all   mankind   do   now  enjoy   by    your  means 
from  this  very  thing,  that  we  iire  allow  ed  every 
one  to  worship  as  our  ov/n  institutions  require, 
and  yet  to  live  [in  peace];  and  although  they 
would  not  be  thus  treated  themselves,  yet  do 
they  endeavour  to  compel  others  to  comply 
with  them,  as  if  it  were  not  as  great  an  in- 
stance of  impiety,  profanely  to  dissolve  the 
religious  solemnities  of  any  others,  as  to  be 
negligent  in  the  observation  of  their  own  to- 
wards their  gods.     And  let  us  now  consider 
the   one  of  these  practices:  —  Is  there  any 
people,  or  city,  or  community  of  men,  to  whom 
your  government  and  the  Roman  power  does 
not  appear  to  be  the  greatest  blessing?     Is 
there  any  one  that  can  desire  to  make  void  the 
iavours  they  have  granted?     No  one  is  cer- 
tainly so  mad;  for  there  are  no  men  but  such 
as  have  been  partakers  of  their  favours,  both 
pubhcand  private;  and  iiideed  those  that  take 
away   what  you  have  granted,  can  have  uo 
assurance,  but  every  one  of  their  own  grant* 
made  them  by  you  may  be  taken  from  them 
also;  which  grants  of  yours  can  yet  never  be 
sulliciently  valued ;   for  if  they  consider  the 
old  governments  under  kings,  together  with 
your  present  government,  besides  the  great 
number  of  benetits   which  this   government 
hath  bestowed  on  them,  in  order  to  their  hap- 
piness, this  is  instead  of  all  the  rest,  that  they 
appear  to  be  no  longer  in  a  state  of  slavery, 
but  of  freedom.     Now  the  privileges  we  de- 
sire, even  when  we  are  in  the  best  drcumstan. 
ces,  are  not  such  as  deserve  to  be  envied,  for 
we  are  indeed  in  a  prosperous  state  by  your 
means,  but  this  is  only  iji  common  with  others; 
and  it  is  no  more  than  this  which  we  desire, 
to  preserve  our  religion  without  any  prohibi- 
tion, w  hich,  as  it  appears  not  in  itseli  a  privi- 
lege to  be  envied  us,  so  it  is  for  the  advantage 
of  those  that  grant  it  to  us :  for  if  the  Divi- 
nity delights  in  being  honoured,  he  must  de- 
light in  those  that  permit  him  to  be  honoured. 
And  there  are  none  of  our  customs  which  are 
inhuman,   but  all   tending   to  piety,  and  de- 
voted to  the  preservation  of  justice;  nor  do 
we  conceal  those  injunctions  of  ours  by  which 
we  govern  our  lives,  they  being  memorials  oi 
piety,  and  of  a  liiendly  conversation  among 
men.     And  the  seventh  day  we  set  apart  from 
labour;  it  is  dedicated  to  the  learning  of  our 
customs  and  laws,*  we  thinking  it  proper  to 

•  We  raay  here  observe  the  ancient  pmctice  of  lh« 
Jews,  of  iledh-atinc  Ibe  Sabl>atl<-<]ay.  t;ol  to  idleor-a 
out    to    Ihe    iearuioj;    ttieir  sactird   ritea  and   teli,(iott 
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reflect  on  them,  as  well  as  on  any  [good]  thing 
else,  in  order  to  our  avoiding  of  sin.  If  any 
one,  therefore,  examine  into  our  observances, 
he  will  tind  they  are  good  in  themselves,  and 
that  they  are  ancient  also,  though  some  think 
o'-herwise,  insomuch  that  those  who  have  re- 
ceived them  cannot  easily  be  brought  to  de- 
part from  them,  out  of  that  honour  they  pay 
to  the  length  of  time  they  have  religiously 
enjoyed  them  and  observed  them.  Now  our 
adversaries  take  these  our  privileges  away  in 
the  way  of  injustice;  they  violently  seize  upon 
that  money  of  ours  which  is  oflPered  to  God, 
and  called  sacred  money,  and  this  openly,  after 
a  sacrilegious  manner ;  and  they  imjiose  tri- 
butes upon  us,  and  bring  us  before  tribunals 
on  holy  days,  and  then  require  other  like  debts 
of  us,  not  because  the  contracts  require  it, 
and  for  their  o\vn  advantage,  but  because  they 
would  put  an  affront  on  our  religion,  of 
which  they  are  conscious  as  well  as  we,  and 
have  indulged  themselves  in  an  unjust,  and 
to  them  involuntary,  hatred;  for  your  govern- 
ment over  all  is  one,  tending  to  the  establish- 
ing of  benevolence,  and  abolishing  of  ill-will 
among  such  as  are  disposed  to  it.  This  is 
therefore  what  we  implore  from  thee,  most  ex- 
cellent Agrippa,  that  we  may  not  be  ill  treat- 
ed; that  we  may  not  be  abused;  that  we  may 
not  be  hindered  from  making  use  of  our  own 
customs,  nor  be  despoiled  of  our  goods;  nor 
be  forced  by  these  men  to  do  what  we  our- 
selves force  nobody  to  do:  for  these  privileges 
of  ours  are  not  only  according  to  justice,  but 
have  formerly  been  granted  us  by  you :  and 
we  are  able  to  read  to  you  many  decrees  of 
the  senate,  and  the  tables  that  contain  them, 
which  are  still  extant  in  the  capitol  concern- 
ing these  things,  which,  it  is  evident,  were 
granted  after  you  had  experience  of  our  fide- 
lity towards  you,  which  ought  to  be  valued, 
though  no  such  fidelity  had  been ;  for  you 
have  hitherto  preserved  what  people  were  in 
possession  of,  not  to  us  only,  but  almost  to 
nil  men,  and  have  added  greater  advantages 
than  they  could  have  hoped  for,  and  thereby 
your  government  is  become  a  great  advantage 
to  them.  And  if  any  one  were  able  to  enu- 
merate the  prosperity  you  have  conferred  on 
every  nation,  which  they  possess  by  your 
means,  he  could  never  put  an  end  to  his  dis- 
course; but  that  we  may  demonstrate  that  we 
are  not  unworthy  of  all  those  advantages  we 
have  obtained,  it  v.Hll  be  sufficient  for  us  to 
say  nothing  of  other  things,  but  to  speak 
freely  of  this  king  who  now  governs  us,  and 
is  now  one  of  tby  assessors;  and  indeed  in 
what  instance  of  good-will,  as  to  your  house, 
hath  he  been  deficient?  What  mark  of  fide- 
lity to  it  hath  he  omitted?  What  token  of 
honour  hath  he  not  devised?  What  occasion 
for  bis  assistance  of  you  hath  be  not  regarded 

eu.tomft.  uid  lo  the  meiiitation  on  the  law  of  Moses.  The 
like  to  wbicli  we  meet  with  elsewhere  in  Josepbus  alfto, 
■ptn»i  ApioD-  b.  i  teeL  2i. 


at  the  verj-  first?  What  hindereth,  therefore, 
but  that  your  kindnesses  may  be  as  numerous 
as  his  so  great  benefits  to  you  have  been? 
It  may  also  perhaps  be  fit  not  here  to  pass 
over  in  silence  the  valour  of  his  father  Anti- 
pater,  who,  when  Cffisar  made  an  expedition 
into  Egypt,  assisted  bim  with  two  thousand 
armed  inen,  and  proved  inferior  to  none, 
neither  in  the  battles  on  land,  nor  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  navy;  and  what  need  I  say 
any  thing  of  how  great  weight  those  soldiers 
were  at  that  juncture  ?  or  how  many,  and  how 
great  presents  they  were  vouchsafed  by  Cuesar? 
And  truly  I  ought  before  now  to  have  men- 
tioned  the  epistles  which  Caesar  wrote  to  the  se- 
nate; and  how  Antipater  had  honours,  and  the 
freedom  of  the  city  of  Rome,  bestowed  upon 
him;  for  these  are  demonstrations  both  that  we 
have  received  these  favours  by  our  own  deserts, 
and  do  on  that  account  petition  thee  for  thy 
confirmation  of  them,  from  whom  we  had  rea- 
son to  hope  for  them,  though  they  had  not  been 
given  us  before,  both  out  of  regard  to  our 
king's  disposition  towards  you,  and  your  dis- 
position towards  him;  and  farther,  we  have 
been  informed  by  those  Jews  that  were  there, 
with  what  kindness  thou  earnest  into  our  coun- 
try, and  how  thou  offeredst  the  most  perfect 
sacrifices  to  God,  and  honouredst  him  with 
remarkable  vows,  and  how  thou  gavest  the 
people  a  feast,  and  acceptedst  of  their  own  hos- 
pitable presents  to  thee.  We  ought  to  esteem 
all  these  kind  entertainments  made  both  by  our 
nation  and  our  city,  to  a  man  who  is  the  ruler 
and  manager  of  so  much  of  the  public  affairs, 
as  indications  of  that  friendship  which  thou 
hast  returned  to  the  Jewish  nation,  and  which 
hath  been  procured  them  by  the  family  of  He- 
rod. So  we  put  thee  in  mind  of  these  things  in 
the  presence  of  the  king,  now  sitting  by  thee, 
and  make  our  request  for  no  more  but  this, 
that  what  you  have  given  us  yourselves,  you 
\rill  not  see  taken  away  by  others  from  us." 

4.  When  Nicolaus  had  iLade  this  speech, 
there  was  no  opposition  made  to  it  by  the 
Greeks,  for  this  was  not  an  inquiry  made,  as 
in  a  court  of  justice,  but  an  intercession  to 
prevent  violence  to  be  offered  to  the  Jews  any 
longer;  nor  did  the  Greeks  make  any  defence 
of  themselves,  or  deny  what  it  was  supposed 
they  had  done.  Their  pretence  was  no  more 
than  this,  that  while  the  Jews  inhabited  in 
their  country,  they  were  entirely  unjust  to 
them  [in  not  joining  in  their  worship];  but 
they  demonstrated  their  generosity  in  this, 
that  though  they  worshipped  according  to 
their  own  institutions,  they  did  nothing  that 
ought  to  grieve  them.  So  when  Agrippa 
perceived  that  they  had  been  oppressed  by 
\nolence,  he  made  this  answer:  —  That,  on 
account  of  Herod's  good-will  and  friendship, 
he  was  reaily  to  grant  the  Jews  whatsoever 
they  should  ask  him,  and  that  their  requests 
seemed  to  him  in  themselves  just;  and  that 
if  they  requested  any  thing  farther,  he  should 
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Dot  scruple  to  grant  it  tbem,  proWded  they 
were  no  way  to  the  detriment  of  the  Roman 
government;  but  that,  while  their  request  was 
no  more  than  this,  that  what  privileges  they 
had  already  given  them  might  not  be  abrO' 
gated,  he  contirmed  this  to  tbeui,  that  they 
might  continue  in  the  observation  of  their 
Oiva  customs,  without  any  one  otiering  them 
the  least  injury;  and  when  be  had  said  thus, 
he  dissolved  the  assembly:  upon  which  Ue- 
rod  stood  up  and  saluted  him,  and  gave  him 
thanke  for  the  kind  disposition  he  showed  to 
thc'ui.  Agrippa  ako  took  this  in  a  very 
obliging  manner,  and  saluted  him  again,  and 
embraced  him  in  his  arras;  after  which  he 
went  away  from  Lesbos;  but  the  king  deter- 
mined to  sail  from  Samos  to  his  own  coun- 
try; and  when  be  bad  taken  his  leave  of 
Agrippa,  be  pursued  his  voyage,  and  landed 
at  Cesarea  in  a  few-  days'  time,  as  ha\-ing 
favourable  winds;  from  whence  he  went  to 
Jerusalem,  and  there  gathered  all  the  people 
together  to  an  assembly,  not  a  few  being 
there  out  of  the  country  also.  So  when  be 
came  to  tbem,  he  gave  tbcm  a  particular 
account  of  all  bis  journey,  and  of  the  affairs  of 
all  the  Jews  in  Asia,  how  by  his  meaiis  they 
would  live  without  injurious  treatment  for  the 
time  to  come.  Ue  aLo  told  them  of  the  eu- 
tire  good  fortune  he  had  met  with,  and  bow- 
be  had  administered  the  government,  and  had 
not  neglected  any  thing  which  was  for  tbeir 
advantage;  and  as  he  was  very  joyful,  he  now 
remitted  to  them  the  fourth  part  of  their  taxes 
for  the  last  year.  Accordingly,  they  were  so 
pleased  with  his  favour  and  speech  to  tbem, 
that  they  went  their  ways  with  great  glad- 
ness, and  w-ished  the  king  all  manner  of  faap- 
pines». 


CH-\PTER  IIL 

BOW  GEEAT  DI3TCRIASCES  AKUSE  IN  HEBOD's 
FAMILY  ON  HIS  P&tFEBBlNG  ANTIPATBR, 
HIS  ELDEST  SON,  BEFORE  THE  BEST,  TILL 
ALEXANDER  TOOI  THAT  INJI/BY  VERY 
HEINOI'SLV. 

§  1.  But  now  the  affairs  in  Perod's  family 
were  in  more  and  more  disorder,  and  bicajue 
more  severe  upon  him,  by  the  hatred  of  Salome 
to  the  young  men  [Alexander  and  Aristobu- 
lus],  which  descended  as  it  were  by  inheritance 
[from  their  mother  Alariamne]:  and  as  she 
had  fully  succeeded  against  their  mother,  so 
she  proceeded  to  that  degree  of  madness  and 
insolence,  as  to  endeavour  that  none  of  her 
posterity  might  be  left  abve,  who  might  have 
it  in  their  power  to  revenge  her  death.  The 
young  men  had  also  «omewhat  of  a  bold  and 
uneasy  disposition  towards  their  father,  occa- 
sioned by  the  remembrance  of  what  their 
motber  bad  uiyustly  suffered,  aud  by  tbeir  own 


affectation  of  dominion.  T  he  old  grudge  was  als« 
rcuewed;  and  they  cast  reproaches  on  Salome 
and  Pheroras,  who  requited  the  young  men 
with  malicious  designs,  and  actually  laid 
treacherous  snares  for  tbem.  Now,  as  for 
this  hatred,  it  w-as  equal  on  both  sides,  but 
the  maimer  of  exerting  that  hatred  was  dif- 
ferent; for  as  for  the  young  men,  they  were 
rash,  reproaching  and  affronting  the  others 
openly,  and  w-ere  inexperienced  enough  to 
think  it  the  most  generous  to  declare  their 
minds  in  that  undaunted  manner;  but  the 
others  did  not  take  that  method,  but  made 
use  of  calumnies  after  a  subtile  and  a  spite- 
ful manner,  still  provoking  the  young  uieiiy 
and  imagining  that  their  boldness  Uii^ht  in 
time  turn  to  the  offering  violence  to  theic 
father,  for  inasmuch  as  they  were  not  ashamed 
of  the  pretended  crimes  of  tbeir  mother,  uoi 
thought  she  suffered  justly,  these  suiij.osed 
that  might  at  length  exceed  all  bounc:,,  unU 
induce  them  to  think  they  ought  to  be  avenged 
on  their  father,  though  it  were  by  dispauiiing 
him  with  their  own  bands.  At  length  it 
came  to  this,  that  the  whole  city  was  full 
of  tbeir  discourses,  und,  as  is  usual  in  such 
contests,  the  unskiltulness  of  the  young  inei. 
was  pitied;  but  the  contrivance  of  Saluma 
was  too  hard  for  them,  and  what  imputa- 
tions she  laid  upon  tbem  cnme  to  be  believed, 
by  means  of  their  own  coruJuct;  for  they 
were  so  deeply  affected  with  the  death  of 
their  mother,  that  while  they  said  both  she 
and  themselves  were  in  a  miserable  case,  they 
vehemently  compUdiied  of  her  pitiable  end, 
which  indeed  was  truly  such,  and  laid  tbnt 
they  w-erc  themselves  in  a  pitiable  *ase  also, 
because  they  were  forced  to  live  with  those 
that  had  been  her  murderers,  and  to  be  par- 
takers with  them. 

2.  These  disorders  increased  greatly,  and 
the  king's  absence  abroad  had  afforded  a  lit 
opportunity  for  that  increase;  but  as  soon  a* 
Herod  was  returned,  and  bad  made  the  fore- 
mentioned  speech  to  the  multitude,  Pheroras 
and  Salome  let  fall  words  immediately,  as  i{ 
be  were  in  great  danger,  and  as  if  the  young 
men  openly  threatened  that  they  would  not 
spare  him  any  longer,  but  revenge  their 
mother's  death  upon  him.  They  also  added 
another  circumstance,  that  their  hopes  were 
tixed  on  Archelaus,  the  king  of  (Jappadocia,  that 
they  should  be  able  by  bis  means  to  come  to 
C-XiM,  and  accuse  their  father.  Upon  hearing 
such  things,  Herod  was  immediately  dis- 
turbed; and  indeed  was  the  more  astonished, 
becaose  the  same  things  were  related  to  him 
by  some  others  also.  He  then  culled  to  mind 
bis  former  calamity,  and  considered  that  the 
disorders  in  his  family  had  hindered  liim  from 
fiijoying  any  comfort  from  those  that  were 
dearest  to  bim,  or  from  his  wife  whom  ha 
loved  so  well;  and  suspecting  that  his  future 
troubles  would  soon  be  heavier  and  greater 
than  those  that  were  paat,  he  was  in  gl«M 
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coufusion  of  mind,  for  divine  Providence  had 
in  reality  conferred  upon  him  a  great  many 
outward  advantages  for  his  happiness,  even 
beyond  his  hopes, — but  the  troubles  he  bad 
at  home  were  such  as  he  never  expected  to 
have  met  with.ajid  rendered  him  unfortunate; 
nay,  both  sorts  came  upon  him  to  such  a 
degree  as  no  one  could  imagine,  and  made  it  a 
doubtful  question,  whether,  upon  the  com- 
parison of  both,  he  ought  to  have  exchanged 
so  great  a  success  of  outward  good  things  for 
so  great  misfortunes  at  home,  or  whether  he 
ought  not  to  have  chosen  to  avoid  the  cala- 
mities relating  to  bis  family,  though  be  had, 
for  a  compensation,  never  been  possessed  of 
the  admired  grandeur  of  a  kingdom. 

3.  As  be  was  thus  disturbed  and  afBicted, 
iji  order  to  depress  these  young  men,  he 
brought  to  court  another  of  his  sons,  that  was 
liom  to  him  when  he  was  a  private  man ;  his 
name  was  Antipater:  yet  did  he  not  then 
indulge  him  as  he  did  afterwards,  when  he  was 
(|uite  overcome  by  him,  and  let  him  do  every 
thing  as  he  pleased,  but  rather  with  a  design  of 
depressing  the  insolence  of  the  sons  of  Mariam- 
ne.and  managing  this  elevation  of  his  son,  that  it 
might  be  for  a  warning  to  them;  for  this  bold 
behaviour  of  theirs  [he  thought]  would  not  be 
so  great,  if  they  were  once  persuaded  that  the 
succession  to  the  kingdom  did  not  appertain 
to  them  alone,  or  must  of  necessity  come  to 
them.  So  he  introduced  Antipater  as  their 
antagonist,  and  imagined  that  he  made  a  good 
provision  for  discouraging  their  pride,  and 
that  after  this  was  done  to  the  young  men, 
there  might  be  a  proper  season  for  expecting 
these  to  be  of  a  better  disposition :  but  the 
event  proved  otherwise  than  he  intended,  for 
the  young  men  thought  he  did  them  a  very 
great  injury;  and  as  Antipater  was  a  shrewd 
man,  when  he  had  once  obtained  this  degree 
of  freedom,  and  began  to  expect  greater  things 
than  he  had  before  hoped  for,  he  had  but  one 
single  design  in  his  head,  and  that  was  to  dis- 
tress his  brethren,  and  not  at  all  to  yield  to 
them  the  pre-eminence,  but  to  keep  close  to 
liis  father,  who  was  already  alienated  from 
tUera  by  the  calunmies  he  had  beard  about 
them,  and  ready  to  be  wrought  upon  in  any 
way  his  zeal  against  them  should  advise  him 
to  pursue,  that  he  might  be  conlinnally  more 
and  more  severe  against  them.  Accordingly, 
all  the  reports  that  were  spread  abroad  came 
from  him,  while  he  avoiiled  himself  the  sus- 
picion, as  if  those  discoveries  proceeded  from 
him;  but  he  rather  chose  to  make  use  of 
those  persons  for  his  assistants  that  were  un- 
suspected, and  such  as  might  be  believed  to 
speak  truth  by  reason  of  the  good-will  they 
bore  to  the  king ;  and  indeed  there  were 
already  not  a  few  who  cultivated  a  friendship 
with  Antipater,  in  hopes  of  gaitiing  somewhat 
by  him.  and  these  were  the  men  who  most  of 
ail  persuaded  Herod,  because  they  appeared 
to  speak  thus  out  of  their  good- will  to  him: 


and  while  these  joint  accusations,  which,  from 
various  foundations,  supported  one  another's 
veracity,  the  young  men  themselves  afforded 
farther  occasions  to  Antipater  also;  for  they 
were  observed  to  shed  tears  often, on  account  of 
the  injury  that  wa»  offered  them,  and  had  their 
mother  in  their  mouths;  and  among  their 
friends  they  ventured  to  reproach  their  father, 
as  not  acting  justly  by  them-  all  which  things 
were  with  an  evil  intention  reserved  in  me- 
mory by  Antipater  against  a  proper  oppor- 
tunity; and  when  they  were  told  to  Herod, 
with  aggravations,  increased  the  disorder  so 
much,  that  it  brought  a  great  tumult  into  the 
family;  for  while  the  king  was  very  angry  at 
imputations  that  were  laid  upon  the  sons  of  Ma- 
riamne,  and  was  desirous  to  humble  them,  he 
still  increased  the  honour  that  he  had  bestowed 
on  Antipater,  and  was  at  last  so  overcome  by 
his  persuasions,  that  he  brought  his  mother  to 
court  also.  He  also'  wrote  frequently  to  Cssar 
in  favour  of  him,  and  more  earnestly  recom- 
mended him  to  his  care  particularly.  Ami 
when  Agrippa  was  returned  to  Rome,  after 
he  had  finished  his  ten  years'  government  in 
Asia,'  Herod  sailed  from  Judea;  and  when  he 
met  with  him,  he  bad  none  with  him  but  An- 
tipater, whom  he  delivered  to  Agrippa,  that 
he  might  take  him  along  with  him,  together 
with  many  presents,  that  so  be  might  become 
Cssar's  friend,  insomuch  that  things  already 
looked  as  if  he  had  all  his  father's  favour,  and 
that  the  young  men  were  already  entirely 
rejected  from  any  hopes  of  the  kingdom. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

HOW,  DuniNG  antipater's  abode  at  bome, 

HEROD    BROUGHT    AIEX\.NDER    AND    ARIS- 
TOBULUS     BEFORE    C.€SAU,    AND     ACCUSED 

THEM.     Alexander's  defence  of   hi.m- 

SELF  BEFORE  CESAR,  AND  RECONCILIATIO.V 
TO  HIS  FATHER. 

§  1.  And  now  what  happened  during  Anti- 
pater's  absence  augmented  the  honour  to 
which  he  had  been  promoted,  and  his  apparent 
eminence  above  his  brethren;  for  he  had  mad 
a  great  figure  in  Rome,  because  Herod  had 
sent  recommendations  of  him  to  all  his  friends 
there;  only  he  was  grieved  that  he  was  net  at 
home,  nor  bad  proper  opportunities  of  perpe- 
tually calumniating  his  brethren;  and  his  chief 
fear  was,  lest  his  father  should  alter  his  mind, 
and  entertain  a  more  favourable  opinion  of 
the  sons  of  Marianme;  and  as  he  had  this  in 
liis  mind,  he  did  not  desist  from  his  purpose, 
l>ut  contiinially  sent  from  Roine  any  such 
>tories  as  he  hoped  might  grieve  and  irritate 


•  This  iiitfrv.il  of  ten  year*  for  the  dui 
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hh  father  against  his  brethren,  under  pretence 
indeed  of  a  deep  concern  for  his  preser%-ation, 
but  in  truth,  such  as  bis  malicious  mind  dic- 
tated, in  order  to  purchase  a  greater  hope  of 
the  succession,  which  yet  was  already  great 
in  itself:  and  thus  he  did  till  he  had  excited 
such  a  degree  of  anger  in  Herod,  that  he  was 
already  become  very  ill  disposed  towards  the 
young  men;  but  still,  while  he  delayed  to 
exercise  so  violent  a  disgust  against  them,  and 
that  he  might  not  either  be  too  remiss  or  too 
ra^h,  and  so  offend,  he  thought  it  best  to  sail 
to  Rome,  and  there  accuse  his  sons  before 
Cssar,  and  not  indulge  himself  in  any  such 
crime  as  might  be  heinous  enough  to  be  sus- 
pected of  impiety.  But  as  he  was  going  up 
to  Rome,  it  happened  that  he  made  such  haste 
Rs  to  meet  with  Cxsar  at  the  city  Aquilei:* 
so  when  he  came  to  the  speech  of  Ccesar,  he 
asked  for  a  time  for  hearing  this  great  cause, 
wherein  he  thought  himself  very  miserable, 
and  presented  his  sons  there,  and  accused 
them  of  their  mad  actions,  and  of  their 
attempts  against  him: — That  they  were  ene- 
mies to  him;  and,  by  all  the  means  they  were 
able,  did  their  endeavours  to  show  their  hatred 
to  their  own  father,  and  would  take  away 
bis  life,  and  so  obtain  bis  kingdom,  after  the 
most  barbarous  manner:  that  he  had  power 
from  Caesar  to  dispose  of  it,  not  by  necessity, 
but  by  choice,  to  him  who  shall  exercise  the 
greatest  piety  towards  hira ;  while  these  my 
bons  are  not  so  desirous  of  ruling,  as  they  are, 
upon  a  disappointment  thereof,  to  expose  their 
own  life,  if  so  be  they  may  but  deprive  their 
father  of  his  life;  so  wild  and  polluted  is  their 
mind  by  time  become,  out  of  their  hatred  to 
him:  that  whereas  he  had  a  long  time  borne 
this  his  misfortune,  he  H'as  now  compelled  to 
lay  it  before  Ca!sar,  and  to  pollute  his  ears 
with  such  language;  while  he  himself  wants 
to  know  what  severity  they  have  ever  sufTcred 
from  him,  or  what  hardships  he  had  ever  laid 
upon  them,  to  make  them  complain  of  him ; 
and  how  they  can  think  it  just  that  he  should 
not  be  lord  of  that  kingdom  which  he,  in  a 
long  time,  and  with  great  danger,  had  gained, 
and  not  allow  him  to  keep  it  and  dispose 
of  it  to  him  who  should  deserve  best;  and 
this,  with  other  advantages,  he  proposes  as  a 
reward  for  the  piety  of  such  a  one  as  will  here- 
after imitate  the  care  he  hath  taken  of  it,  and 
that  such  a  one  may  gain  so  great  a  requital 
as  that  is:  and  that  it  is  an  impious  thing 
for  them  to  pretend  to  meddle  with  it  before- 
hand, for  he  who  bath  ever  the  kingdom  in 

•  Alfhnneh  Herod  met  Aoen^hia  at  Aquilei.  yet  was 
1^13  accusation  of  bis  sons  deterred  till  tbey  came  tu  Rome, 
o3  s. :)  assures  us.  and  as  we  are  particularly  inturmed  in 
tile  Histor)  of  the  W  ar,  b  i  c.  xxiii.  s.  '^.  tliuui:h  wbat  be 
heie  says  betonijed  distinctly  to  Alexander,  the  elder  bro- 
ther. I  mean  his  beinK  hroui;ht  to  Uume.  is  here  justly  ex- 
tended to  both  the  brutbers,an<l  tiiiit  out  onl)  in  ourcopies. 
but  in  that  of  Zonaras  also;  nor  is  there  reason  to  doubt 
but  the;  were  both  at  Ibis  solemn  hearing  hy  A  Uf:u>tus.  al- 
though the  defence  was  made  by  Alexander  alone,  who 
was  t>M>  ektcet  brothar. ai^  one  tbat could  speak  very  well. 


his  view,  at  the  same  time  reckons  upon  pnv  "" 
curing  the  death  of  his  fether,  because  other-  ' 
wise  he  cannot  come  at  the  government:  that 
as  for  himself,  he  had  hitherto  given  them  all 
that  he  \vas  able,  and  what  was  agreeable  to 
such  as  are  subject  to  the  royal  authority,  ' 
and  the  sons  of  a  king;  what  ornaments  they 
wanted,  with  servants  and  dehcate  fare,  and 
had  married  them  into  the  most  illustrious 
families,  the  one  [Aristobulus]  to  his  sister's 
daughter,  but  Alexander  to  the  daughter  of 
king  Archelaus;  and,  what  was  the  greatest 
fevour  of  all,  when  their  crimes  were  so  very 
bad,  and  he  had  authority  to  punish  them, 
yet  had  he  not  made  use  of  it  against  them, 
but  had  brought  them  before  Caesar,  their 
common  benetactor,  and  had  not  used  the 
severity  which  either  as  a  father  who  had  been 
impiously  abused,  or  as  a  king  who  bad  been 
assaultetl  treacherously,  be  might  have  done, 
but  made  them  stand  upon  the  level  with 
him  in  judgment:  that,  however,  it  was  ne- 
cessary that  all  this  should  not  be  passed  over 
without  punishment,  nor  himself  live  in  the 
greatest  fears;  nay,  that  it  was  not  for  their 
own  advantage  to  see  the  light  of  the  sun 
after  what  they  had  done,  although  they 
should  escape  at  this  time,  since  they  had 
done  the  vilest  things,  and  would  certainly 
suffer  the  greatest  punishments  that  ever  were 
known  among  mankind. 

2.  These  were  the  accusations  which  He- 
rod laid  with  great  vehemency  against  his 
sons  before  Ca!sar.  Now  the  young  men, 
both  while  he  was  speaking,  and  chiefly  at  his 
concluding,  wept,  and  were  in  confusion. 
Now  as  to  themselves,  they  knew  in  their  own 
conscience  they  were  innot^nt,  but  bec^nse 
they  were  accused  by  their  father,  they  were 
sen?ible,  as  the  truth  was,  that  it  was  hard  for  ■ 
them  to  make  their  apology,  since  though 
they  were  at  liberty  to  speak  their  ininiis 
freely  as  the  occasion  required,  and  might  with 
force  and  earnestness  refute  the  accusation, 
yet  was  it  not  now  decent  so  to  do.  There 
was  therefore  a  diflficulty  how  they  should  be 
able  to  speak;  and  tears,  and  at  length  a  deep 
groan  followed,  while  they  were  afraid,  that 
if  they  said  nothing,  they  should  seem  to  be 
in  this  diiTiculty  from  a  consciousness  of  gtiiit, 
—  nor  had  they  any  defence  ready,  by  reason 
of  their  youth,  and  the  disorder  they  were 
under;  yet  was  not  Cassar  unapprised,  when  he 
looked  upon  them  in  the  confusion  they  were 
in,  that  their  delay  to  make  their  defent^  did 
not  arise  from  any  consciousness  of  great 
enormities,  but  from  their  unskilfulness  and 
inodesty.     They  were  also  commiserated  by 

hose  that  were  there  in  particular;  and  they 
moved  their  father's  affections  in  earnest  till 
he  had  much  ado  to  conceal  them. 

3.  But  when  they  saw  there  was  a  kind 
disposition  arisen  both  in  him,  and  in  Csesar, 
anti  that  every  one  of  the  rest  did  either  shell 
tears,  or  at  least  did  all  grieve  with  them,  th« 
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niie  of  them ,  whose  name  vras  Alexander,  called 
to  his  fiither,  and  attempted  to  answer  his 
accusation,  and  said,  "  O  father,  the  benevo- 
lence thou  hast  showed  to  us  is  evident,  even 
ill  this  very  judicial  procedure,  for  hadst  thou 
any  pernicious  intentions  about  us,  thou  hadst 
not  produced  us  here  before  the  common 
saviour  of  all,  for  it  was  in  thy  power,  both 
iS  a  king  and  as  a  father,  to  punish  the 
guilty :  but  by  thus  bringing  us  to  Home,  and 
making  Caesar  himself  a  witness  to  what  is 
done,  thou  intiicatest  that  thou  intendest  to 
save  us  ;  for  no  one  that  hath  a  design  to  slay 
a  man  will  bring  him  to  the  temples,  and  to 
the  altars:  yet  are  our  circumstances  still 
worse,  for  we  cannot  endure  to  live  ourselves 
any  longer,  if  it  be  believed  that  we  have 
injured  such  a  father;  nay,  perhaps  it  would 
be  worse  for  us  to  live  with  this  suspicion 
upon  us,  that  we  have  injured  him,  than  t'jdie 
without  such  guilt:  and  if  our  open  defence 
may  be  taken  to  be  true,  we  shall  he  happy, 
both  in  pacifying  thee,  and  in  escaping  the 
danger  we  are  in ;  but  if  this  calumny  so 
prevails,  it  is  more  than  enough  for  us  that 
we  have  seen  the  sun  this  day:  which  why 
should  wc  see,  if  this  suspicion  be  fixed  upon 
us?  Now  it  is  easy  to  say  of  young  men, 
that  they  desired  to  reign;  and  to  say  farther, 
that  this  evil  proceeds  from  the  case  of  our 
unhappy  mother.  This  is  abundantly  sutli- 
dent  to  produce  our  present  misfortune  out  of 
the  former;  hut  consider  well,  whether  such  an 
accusation  does  not  suit  all  such  young  men, 
and  may  not  be  said  of  them  all  promiscuous- 
ly; for  nothing  can  hinder  him  th;it  reigns,  if 
he  have  children,  and  their  mother  be  dead, 
but  the  father  may  have  a  suspicion  upon  all 
his  sons,  as  intending  some  treachery  to  him: 
but  a  suspicion  is  not  sufficient  to  prove  such 
an  impious  practice.  Now  let  any  man  say, 
whether  we  have  actually  and  insolently  at- 
tempted any  such  thing,  whereby  actions  other- 
wise incredible  used  to  be  made  credible? 
Can  any  body  prove  that  poison  hath  been 
prepared  ?  or  prove  a  conspiracy  of  our 
equals,  or  the  corruption  of  servants,  or  letters 
written  against  thee?  though  indeed  there  are 
none  of  those  things  but  have  sometimes  been 
pretended  by  way  of  calumny,  when  they 
were  never  done;  for  a  royal  family  that  is 
at  variance  with  itself  is  a  terrible  thing; 
and  that  which  thou  callest  a  reward  of  piety, 
oi'ten  becomes,  among  very  wicked  men,  such 
a  foundation  of  hope,  as  makes  them  leave  no 
sort  of  mischief  untried.  Nor  does  any  one 
lay  any  wicked  practices  to  our  charge;  but 
as  to  calumnies  by  hearsay,  how  can  he  put 
an  end  to  them,  who  will  not  hear  what  we 
nave  to  say?  Have  we  talked  with  too  great 
Freedom?  yes;  but  not  against  thee,  for  that 
would  be  unjust,  but  against  those  that  never 
conceal  any  thing  that  is  spoken  to  them. 
Hath  either  of  us  lamented  our  mother?  yes; 
■aot  not  because  she  is  dead,  but  because  she 


was  evil  spoken  of  by  those  that  had  no  reason 
so  to  do.  Are  we  desirous  of  that  domi- 
nion which  we  know  our  father  is  possessed 
of?  For  what  reason  cnn  we  do  so  ?  If  we 
already  have  royal  honours,  as  we  have,  should 
not  we  labour  in  vain  ?  And  if  we  have  them 
not,  yet  are  not  we  in  hopes  of  them?  Or 
supposing  that  we  had  killed  thee,  could  wo 
expect  to  obtain  thy  kingdom?  while  neither 
the  earth  would  let  us  tread  upon  it,  nor  the 
sea  let  us  sail  upon  it,  after  such  an  action  as 
that:  nay,  the  religion  of  all  your  subjects, 
and  the  piety  of  the  whole  nation,  would  have 
prohibited  parricides  from  assuming  the  go- 
vernment, an<l  from  entering  into  that  most 
holy  temple  which  was  built  by  thee."  But 
suppose  we  had  made  light  of  other  dangers, 
can  any  murderer  go  otf  unpunished  while 
CiEsar  is  alive?  We  are  thy  sons,  and  not  so 
impious,  or  so  thoughtless  as  that  comes  to, 
though  perhaps  more  unfortunate  than  is  con 
venient  for  thee.  But  in  case  thou  neither 
Wildest  any  aiuscs  of  complaint,  nor  any 
treacherous  designs,  what  suHicient  evidence 
liast  thou  to  make  such  a  wickedness  of  ours 
credible?  Our  mother  is  dead  indeed,  but 
then  what  befel  her  might  be  an  instruction 
to  us  to  caution,  and  not  an  incitement  to 
wickedness.  We  are  willing  to  make  a  larger 
apology  for  ourselves;  but  actions  never  done 
do  not  admit  of  discourse:  nay,  we  will  make 
this  agreement  with  thee,  and  that  before 
C»sar,  the  lord  of  .ill,  who  is  now  a  mediator 
between  us,  if  thou,  O  father,  canst  bring  tli)- 
self,  by  the  evidence  of  truth,  to  have  a  miiiil 
free  from  suspicion  concerning  us,  let  us  live, 
though  even  then  we  shall  live  in  an  un- 
happy way,  for  to  be  accused  of  great  acLs  of 
\vickedne8s,  though  falsely,  is  a  terrible  tlunc; 
but  if  thou  hast  any  fear  remaining,  continur 
thuu  on  in  thy  pious  life,  we  will  give  this 
reason  for  our  own  conduct;  our  life  is  not 
so  desirable  to  us  as  to  desii'e  to  have  it,  if  it 
tend  to  the  harm  of  our  father  who  gave  it 
us." 

4.  When  Alexander  had  thus  spoken,  Cie- 
sar,  who  did  not  before  believe  so  gross  a 
calumny,  was  still  more  moved  by  it,  an<i 
loukeil  intently  upon  Herod,  and  perceived 
he  was  a  little  confounded :  the  persons  therj 
present  were  under  an  anxiety  about  the 
young  men,  and  the  fame  that  was  spread 
abroad    made   the   king  hated,   for  the   very 

•  Since  some  prcjudicpd  men  have  indul;:ed  a  wild 
suspiciun,  as  wc  >iave  supposed  already  (A:^tiq  b.  XT, 
ch.  xi.  sect.  7j.  that  Joseplms's  tiist'jry  ul  Herod's  re- 
building t))e  temple  is  no  better  tban  a  table,  it  may  not 
be  amiss  to  take  notice  of  this  occasional  clause  in  the 
speech  of  Alezand. T  before  his  father  tierod,  in  his  and 
bis  brother's  vindication,  which  mentions  the  temple  as 
known  by  every  body  to  have  been  huilt  by  Herod.  See 
John  ii  20.  See  also  another  speech  of  tierod's  own  to 
the  young  tnen  that  pulled  down  his  golden  eagle  from 
the  front  of  the  temple,  where  he  takes  notice  iiow  the 
building  of  the  temple  cost  him  a  vast  sum;  and  that 
the  Asamoneans,  in  those  one  hundred  and  twenly-fiva 
years  they  held  the  gftvernraent,  were  not  able  to  per- 
form so  <reat  a  work,  to  ilie  hoDoiir  of  God  as  this  wu, 
Aatiq,  b.  xviL  cb.  v{,  secL  3. 
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incredibflitjr  of  the  calumny,  and  the  commi- 
eeratiun  of  the  flower  of  youth,  the  beauty  of 
body,  which  were  in  the  young  men,  pleaded 
strongly  for  assistance,  and  the  more  so  on 
this  account,  that  Alexander  had  made  their 
defence  mth   dexterity  and   prudence;    nay, 
they  did  not  themselves  any  longer  continue 
in  their  former  countenances,  which  had  been 
bedewed  xrith  tears,  and  cast  downwards  to 
the  ground,  but  now  there  arose  in  them  hope 
of  the  best:   and  the  king  himself  appeared 
not  to  have  had  foundation  enough  to  build 
such  an  accusation  upon,  he  having  no  real 
evidence  wherewith  to  convict  them.    Indeed 
he    wanted    some   apology   for   making    the 
accusation;  but  Ciesar,  alter  some  delay,  said, 
that  although  the  young  men  were  thoroughly 
innocent  of  that  for  which  they  were  calum- 
mated,  yet  had   they  been  so  far  to  blame, 
that  they  had  not  demeaned  themsel  ves  towards 
their    father   so   as   to   prevent   that   suspi- 
cion  which   was   spread    abroad    concerning 
them.     He  also  exhorted  Herod  to  lay  all 
such  Buspidons  aside,  and  to  be  reconciled  to 
his  sons;  for  that  it  was  not  just  to  give  any 
credit   to   such   reports  concerning  his  own 
children;   and   that  this  repentance  on  both 
sides  might  heal  those  breaches  that  had  hap. 
pencd  between  them,  and  might  improve  that 
their  good-will  to  one  another,  whereby  those 
on  both  sides,  excusing  the  rashness  of  their 
suspicions,  might   resolve  to  bear  a  greater 
degree  of  affection  towards  each  other  than 
they  had   before.      After   Casar   had   given 
them   this   admonition,  he   beckoned  to  the 
young   men.      When,   therefore,    they    were 
disposed  to  fall  dowTi,  to  make  intercession  to 
their  fether,  he  took  them  up,  and  embraced 
them,  as  they  were  in  tears,  and  took  each 
of  them  distinctly  in  his  arms,  till  not  one  of 
those  that  were  present,  whether  freeman  or 
slave,  but  was  deeply  affected  with  what  they 
saw. 

a.  Then  did  they  return  thanks  to  Cesar, 
and  went  away  together;  and  with  them  went 
Antipater,  with  an  hypocritical  pretence  that 
he  rejoiced  at  this  reconciliation.  And  in  the 
last  days  they  were  with  Cajsar,  Herod  made 
him  a  present  of  three  hundred  talents,  as  he 
was  then  exhibiting  shows  and  largesses  to  the 
people  of  Rome:  and  Casar  made  him  a  pre- 
sent of  half  the  revenue  of  the  copper  mines 
in  Cyprus,  and  committed  the  care  of  the 
other  half  to  him,  and  honoured  him  with 
other  gifts  and  incomes:  and  as  to  his  own 
kingdom,  he  left  it  in  his  power  to  appoint 
which  of  his  sons  he  pleased  for  his  successor, 
or  to  distribute  it  in  parts  to  every  one,  that 
the  dignity  might  thereby  come  to  them  all; 
and  when  Herod  was  disposed  to  make  such 
a  settlement  immediately,  Ctsar  said  he  would 
not  give  him  leave  to  deprive  himself,  wHfle 
be  was  alive,  of  the  power  over  his  kingdom, 
or  over  his  <;ons. 

6.  After  this,  Herod  returned  to  Judea 
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again;  but  during  his  absence,  no  small  part 
of  his  dominions  about  Trachon  had  revolted 
whom  yet  the  commanders  he  left  there  had 
vanquished,  and  compelled  to  a   submission 
again.     Now,  as  Herod  was  sailing  with  his 
sons,  and  was  come  over-against  Cilicia,  to 
[the  ishind]  Eleusa,  which  hath  now  changed 
Its  name  for  Sebaste,  he  met  with  Arcoelaus, 
king  of  Cappadocia,  who  received  him  kindly, 
as  rejoicing  that  he  was  reconciled  to  his  sonsj 
and   that   the  accusation  against  Alexander, 
who  had  married  his  daughter,  was  at  an  end. 
They  also  made  one  another  such  presents  as 
it   became   kings   to    make.      From    thence 
Herod  came  to  Judea  and  to  the  temple,  w  here 
he  made  a  speech  to  tlie  people  concerning 
what  had  been  done  in  this  his  journey:    he 
also  discoursed  to  them  about  Casar's  kind- 
ness to  him,  and  about  as  many  of  the  parti- 
culars he  had  done  as  he  thought  it  for  his 
advantage  other  people  should  be  acquainted 
with.    At  last  he  turned  his  speech  to  the  ad- 
monition of  his  sous ;  and  exhorted  those  that 
lived  at  court,  and  the  multitude,  to  concord; 
and  informed  them  that  his  sons  were  to  reign 
alter  him;  Antipater  first,  and  then  Alexan- 
der and  Aristobulus,  the  sons  of  Alariamne; 
but  he  desired  that  at  present  they  should  aQ 
have  regard  to  himself,  and  esteem  him  king 
and  lord  of  all,  since  he  was  not  yet  hindered 
by  old  age,  but  was  in  that  period  of  hfe  when 
he  must  be  the  most  skill'ul  in  governing;  and 
that  he  was  not  deficient  in  other  arts  of  ma- 
nagement that  might  enable  him  to  govern  the 
kingdom  well,  and  to  rule  over  bis  children 
also.     He  farther  told  the  rulers  under  him, 
and  the  soldiery,  that  in  case  they  would  look 
upon  him  alone,  their  life  would  be  led  in  a 
peaceable  manner,  and  they  would  make  one 
another  happy ;  and  when  he  had  said  this,  be 
dismissed  the  assembly.     Which  speech  was 
acceptable  to  the  greatest  part  of  the  audience, 
but  not  so  to  them  all;   for  the  contention 
among  his  sons,  and  the  hopes  he  had  given 
them,  occasioned  thoughts  and  desires  of  in- 
novations among  them. 


CHAPTER  V. 

HOW  HKKOD  CELEBRATED  THE  GAMES  THAT 
WERE  TO  RETURN  EVERY  riFTH  TEAR, 
UPON  THE  BUILDI.NG  OF  CESAREA;  A.ND 
HOW  HE  BCILT  A.\D  ADORNED  .MANY  OTUEa 
PLACES  AFTER  A  MAGNIFICENT  MANNER; 
AND  DID  MANY  OTHER  ACTIONS  GLORI- 
OUSLY. 


§  1.  ABonx  this  time  it  was  that  Cesirea 
Sebaste,  which  be  had  built,  was  timsbcfl.  The 
entire  building  being  accomphshed  m  the 
tenth  year,  the  solemnity  of  it  fell  into  the 
twenty-eighth  year  ol  Herod's  rrign,  a.".",  into 
the    hundred    and    ninety-secoiiu    olympiailt 
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there  was  accordingly  a  great  festival,  and 
most  sumptuous  preparations  made  presently, 
in  order  to  its  dedication;  tor  he  had  appoint- 
ed a  contention  iit  music,  and  games  to  be 
performed  naked ;  he  bad  also  gotten  ready  a 
great  number  of  those  that  tight  single  com- 
bats, and  of  beasts  for  the  like  purpose;  horse- 
races also»  and  the  most  chargeable  of  such 
Rports  and  shows  as  used  to  be  exhibited  at 
liome,  and  in  other  places.  He  consecrated 
this  combat  to  Cxsar,  and  ordered  it  to  be 
celebrated  every  fitth  year.  He  also  sent  all 
sorts  of  ornaments  for  it  out  of  his  own  fur- 
niture, that  it  might  want  nothing  to  make  it 
decent;  nay,  JuUu,  Ciesar's  wife,  sent  a  great 
part  of  her  most  valuable  furniture  [from 
Rome],  insomuch  that  he  had  no  want  of  any 
thing;  the  sum  of  them  all  was  estimated  at 
five  hundred  talents.  Now  when  a  great 
multitude  was  come  to  that  city  to  see  the 
show!^,  as  well  as  the  au)ba>sadors  whom  other 
people  sent,  on  account  of  the  benefits  they 
had  received  [from  Herod],  he  entertained 
them  all  in  the  public  inns,  and  at  public 
tables,  and  with  perpetual  feasts;  this  solem- 
nity having  in  the  day-time  the  diversions  of 
the  fights,  and  in  the  night-time  such  merry 
meetings  as  cost  vast  sums  of  money*  and 
publicly  demonstrated  the  generosity  of  his 
soul;  for  in  all  his  undertakings  he  was  am- 
bitious to  exhibit  what  exceeded  whatsoever 
had  been  done  betore  of  the  same  kind ;  and 
it  is  related  that  Cx^sar  and  Agrippa  often 
said,  that  the  dominions  of  Herod  were  too 
little  for  the  greatness  of  his  soul ;  for  that 
he  deserved  to  have  both  uU  the  kingdom  of 
Syria,  and  that  of  Egypt  also. 

2.  After  this  solemnity  and  thei^e  festivals 
were  over,  Herod  erected  another  city  iti  the 
plain  called  Capharsaba,  where  he  chose  out 
a  fit  place,  both  for  plenty  of  water  and  good- 
ness of  soil,  and  proper  for  the  production  of 
what  was  there  planted,  where  a  river  encom- 
passed the  city  itself,  and  a  grove  ot"  the  best 
trees  for  magnitude  was  round  about  it;  this 
be  named  Antipatris,  from  his  father  Antipa- 
ter.  He  also  built  upon  another  spot  of 
ground  above  Jericho,  of  the  same  name  with 
his  mother,  a  place  of  great  security,  and  very 
pleasant  for  habitation,  and  called  it  Cyprus. 
He  also  dedicated  the  finest  monuments  to 
his  brother  Phasaelus,  on  account  of  the  great 
natural  affection  there  had  been  between  them, 
by  erecting  a  tower  in  the  city  itself,  not  less 
than  the  tower  of  Pharos,  which  he  named 
Phasaelus,  which  was  at  once  a  part  of  the 
strong  defences  of  the  city,  and  a  memorial 
for  him  that  was  deceased,  because  it  bare  his 
name.  He  also  built  a  city  of  the  same  name 
in  the  valley  of  Jericho,  as  you  go  from  it 
northward,  whereby  he  rendered  the  neigh- 
bouring country  more  fruitful,  by  the  culti- 
vation its  inhabitants  introduced ;  and  this 
also  he  called  Phasaelus. 

3.  But  as  fur  his  other  benefits,  it  is  impos- 


sible to  reckon  them  up,  those  which  he  be- 
stowed  o:  cities,  both  in  Syria  and  in  Greece, 
and  in  all  the  places  he  came  to  in  his  voy- 
ages; for  he  seems  to  have  conferred,  and 
that  after  a  most  plentiful  manner,  what  would 
minister  to  many  necessities,  and  the  build- 
ing of  public  works,  and  gave  them  the 
money  that  was  Ifiecessary  tg  such  witrks  as 
wanted  it,  to  support  them  upon  the  failure 
of  their  other  revenues;  but  what  was  the 
greatest  and  most  illustrious  of  all  his  works, 
he  erected  Apollo's  temple  at  Kbodes,  at  his 
own  expenses,  and  gave  them  a  great  num- 
ber of  talents  of  silver  for  the  repair  of  their 
fleet.  He  also  built  the  greatest  part  of  the 
public  edifices  for  the  innautants  of  Is'icopo- 
lis,  at  Actium  ;*  and  for  the  Antiochians,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  principal  city  of  Syria, 
where  a  broad  street  cuts  through  the  place 
lengthways,  he  built  cloisters  along  it  on  both 
sides,  and  laid  the  open  road  with  poli^hed 
stone,  which  was  of  very  great  advantage  to 
the  inhabitants;  and  as  to  the  Olympic  games, 
which  were  in  a  very  low  condition,  by 
reason  of  the  failure  of  their  revenues,  he 
recovered  their  reputation,  and  appointed 
revenues  for  their  niuintenance,  and  made  tliat 
solemn  meeting  more  venerable,  as  to  the 
sacrifices  and  other  ornaments;  and  by  reason 
of  this  vast  liberality,  he  was  generally  de- 
clared in  their  inscriptions  to  be  one  ot  the 
perpetual  managers  of  those  games. 

4.  Now  some  there  are  who  i^tand  amazed 
at  the  diversity  of  Herod's  nature  and  pur- 
poses; for  when  we  have  respect  to  his  mag- 
nificence, and  the  benefits  which  he  bestowed 
on  all  mankind,  there  is  no  possibility  for 
even  those  that  had  the  least  respect  for  hini 
to  deny,  or  not  openly  to  confess,  that  he  had 
a  nature  vastly  benelicent:  but  when  any  one 
looks  upon  the  punishments  he  indicted,  and 
the  injuries  he  did,  not  only  to  his  subjects, 
but  to  his  nearest  relations,  and  takes  notice 
of  his  severe  and  unrelenting  disposition  there 
he  will  be  forced  to  allow  that  he  was  brutish, 
and  a  stranger  to  all  humanity;  insomuch 
that  these  men  suppose  his  nature  to  be  dif- 
ferent, and  sometiuies  at  contradiction  with 
itself;  but  1  am  myself  of  another  opinion, 
and  imagine  that  the  occasion  of  both  these 
sorts  of  actions  was  one  and  the  same;  for 
being  a  man  ambitious  of  honour,  and  quite 
overcome  by  that  passion,  he  was  induced  to 
be  magnificent,  wherever  there  appeared  any 
hopes  of  a  future  memorial,  or  of  reputa- 
tion at  present  ;  and  as  his  expenses  were 
beyond  his  abilities,  he  was  necessitated  to 
be  har*h  to  his  subjects;  for  the  persons 
on  whom  he  expended  his  money  were  so 
many,  that  they  made  him  a  very  bad  procurer 

•  Or.  Hudson  here  ?ives  ua  the  words  of  Suetoniu* 
concerning  this  Nicapolis,  when  Augustu-t  rebuilt  it;— 
"  Aud  that  the  memory  of  the  victury  at  Actium  migbl 
he  celebraled  the  more  afterward,  he  built  Nicopohs  at 
Actiuiit.and  appointed  piihlic  shows  to  he  there exblbifed 
every  tiftti  )tfir."     In  August  sect.  1& 
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of  it;  and  because  lie  was  conscious  that 
he  was  hated  by  those  under  him,  for  the 
injuries  he  did  them,  be  thought  it  not  an  easy 
thing  to  amend  his  offences,  for  that  was 
inconvenient  for  his  revenue;  he  therefore 
strove  on  the  other  side  to  make  their  ill-will 
an  occasion  of  his  gains^  As  to  his  own 
court,  therefore,  if  any  one  was  not  very 
obsequious  to  him  in  his  language,  and  would 
not  confess  himself  to  be  his  slave,  or  but 
seemed  to  think  of  any  innovation  in  his  go- 
vernment, he  was  not  able  to  contain  himself, 
b'lt  prosecuted  his  very  kindled  and  friends, 
and  punished  them  as  if  they  were  enemies; 
and  this  wickedness  he  undertook  out  of  a 
desire  that  he  might  be  himself  alone  honoured. 
Now  for  this  my  assertion  about  that  passion 
of  his,  we  have  the  greatest  eWdence,  by 
what  he  did  to  honour  Cffisar  and  Agrippa, 
and  his  other  friends;  for  with  what  honours 
he  paid  his  respects  to  them  who  were  his 
superiors,  the  same  did  he  desire  to  be  paid  to 
himself;  and  what  he  thought  the  most  ex- 
cellent present  he  could  make  another,  he 
discovered  an  inclination  to  have  the  like  pre- 
sented to  himself;  but  now  the  Jewish  nation 
is  by  their  law  a  stranger  to  all  such  things, 
and  accustomed  to  prefer  righteousness  to 
glory;  for  which  reason  that  nation  was  rot 
agreeable  to  him,  because  it  was  out  of  their 
power  to  flatter  the  king's  ambition  with  sta- 
tues or  temples,  or  any  other  such  perform- 
ances; and  this  seems  to  me  to  have  been  at 
once  the  occasion  of  Herod's  crimes  as  to  his 
o  ,vn  courtiers  and  counsellors,  and  of  his  bene- 
factions as  to  foreigners  and  those  that  had  no 
relation  to  him. 


CHAPTER  VL 

AN  EMBASSAGE  OF  THE  JEWS  IN  CYREXE  AND 
ASIA  TO  CESAK,  CONCERNING  THE  COM- 
PLAINTS THEY  HAD  TO  MAKE  AGAINST 
THE  GREEKS;  WITH  COPIES  OF  THE  EPIS- 
TLES WHICH  CiSAR  AND  AGRIPPA  WROTE 
TO  THE  CITIES  FOR  THEM. 

§  1.  Now  the  cities  ill-treated  the  Jews  in 
Asia,  and  all  those  also  of  the  same  n.-ition 
which  lived  in  Libya,  which  joins  to  Cyrene, 
while  the  former  kings  had  given  them  eqnal 
pnvileges  with  the  other  citizens;  but  the 
Greeks  affronted  them  at  this  time,  and  that 
so  far  as  to  take  away  their  sacred  money, 
and  to  do  them  mischief  on  other  particular 
occasions.  When,  therefore,  they  were  thus 
alfUcted,  and  found  no  end  of  the  barbarous 
treatment  they  met  with  among  the  Greeks, 
they  sent  ambassadors  to  Ciesar  on  those 
accounts;  who  gave  them  the  same  privileges 
as  they  had  before,  and  sent  letters  to  the 
wune  purpose  to  the  governors  of  the  pro- 
vinces,  copies  of  which   I  subjoin   here,  as 


testimonials  of  the  ancient  favourable  dispo> 
sition  the  Roman  emperors  had  towards  us. 

2.  "  CiEsar  Augustus,  high-priest  and  tri- 
bune of  the  people,  ordains  thus: — Since  the 
nation  of  the  Jews  have  been  found  grateful 
to  the  Roman  people,  not  only  at  this  time, 
but  in  times  past  also,  and  chiefly  Hyrcanus 
the  high-priest,  under  my  father,"  Caesar  the 
emperor,  it  seemed  good  to  me  and  my  coun- 
sellors, according  to  the  sentence  and  oath  of 
the  people  of  Rome,  that  the  Jews  have 
liberty  to  make  use  of  their  own  customs, 
according  to  the  law  of  their  forefathers, 
as  they  made  use  of  them  under  Hyrcanus,  the 
high-priest  of  Almighty  God;  and  that  their 
sacred  money  be  not  touched,  but  be  sent  to 
Jerusalem,  and  that  it  be  committed  to  the 
care  of  the  receivers  at  Jerusalem;  and  that 
they  be  not  obliged  to  go  before  any  judge 
on  the  Sabbath-day,  nor  on  the  day  of  tlie 
preparation  to  it,  after  the  ninth  hourjf  but  if 
any  be  caught  stealing  their  holy  books,  or 
their  sacred  money,  whether  it  be  out  ol  the 
synagogue  or  pubhc  school,  he  shall  be  deemed 
a  sacrilegious  person,  and  his  goods  shall 
be  brought  into  the  pubhc  treasury  of  the 
Romans.  And  I  give  order,  that  the  testi- 
monial which  they  have  given  me,  on  account 
of  my  regard  to  that  piety  which  I  exercise 
toward  all  mankind,  and  out  of  regard  to 
Caius  Marcus  Censorious,  together  with  the 
present  decree,  be  proposed  in  that  most  emi- 
nent place  which  hath  been  consecrated  to  nie 
by  the  community  of  Asia  at  Ancyra.  And 
if  any  one  transgress  any  part  of  what  is 
above  decreed,  he  shall  be  severely  punished." 
This  was  inscribed  upon  a  pillar  in  the  temple 
of  Caesar. 

3.  "  Caesar  to  Norbanus  Flaceus,  sendeth 
greeting.  Let  those  Jews,  how  many  soever 
they  be,  who  have  been  used,  according  to 
their  ancient  custom,  to  send  their  sacred 
money  to  Jerusalem,  do  the  same  freely." 
These  were  the  decrees  of  Ciesar. 

4.  Agrippa  also  did  himself  write,  after  the 
manner  following,  on  behalf  of  the  Jews: — 
"  Agrippa,  to  the  magistrates,  senate,  and 
people  of  the  Ephesians,  sendeth  greeting.  I 
will  that  the  care  and  custody  of  the  sacred 
money  that  is  carried  to  the  ten;ple  at  Jeru- 
salem be  left  to  the  Jews  of  Asia,  to  do  with 
it  according  to  their  ancient  ciistoni ;  and  that 
such  as  steal  that  sacred  money  of  the  Jews, 
and  fly  to  a  sanctuary,  shall  be  taken  thence 
and  delivered  to  the  Jews,  by  the  same  law 
that  sacrilegious  persons  are  taken  thence.  I 
have  also  written  to  Sylvanus  the  pretor,  that 
no  one  compel  the  Jews  to  come  before  a 
judge  on  the  Sabbath-day." 

•  Augustas  here  calls  Julius  Cfesar  his/a'Aw,  Hiouab 
by  hirlb  he  was  only  bis  uncle,  oil  account  ot  bis  adoplloa 
by  him.     See  the  same.  Antiq.  b.  xtv.  ch.  xiv.  sect  4. 

+  Tins  is  autiienlic  evidence  that  the  Jews,  in  the  days 
iif  Auirustus.  bepan  to  prepare  for  the  celebration  of  till . 
«>abt>alh  at  the  niotb  hour  ipb  I'nday.  as  th^  tradition  ol 
of  the  elders  did,  it  seems,  then  ie«juire  of  theoi. 
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5.  "Marcus  Agrippa  to  the  mapstrates,  se- 
nate, and  people  of  Cyrene,  seitduth  greeting, 
Tht*  Jews  of  Cyrene  h«ve  interceded  with  me 
for  the  performance  of  what  Augustus  sent 
orders  about  to  Flavius,  the  then  pretor  of 
Libya,  and  to  the  other  procurators  of  that 
province,  that  the  sacred  money  may  be  sent 
to  Jerusalem  freely,  as  hath  been  their  custom 
from  their  forefathers,  they  complaining  that 
they  are  abused  by  certain  informers,  and,  un- 
der pretence  of  taxes  which  were  not  due,  ure 
hindered  from  sending  them;  wliioh  1  com- 
mand to  be  restored  withoiit  any  diminution 
or  disturbance  given  to  them:  and  if  any  of 
that  sacred  money  in  the  cities  be  taken  from 
their  proper  receivers,  I  farther  enjoin,  that 
the  same  be  exactly  rt:turned  to  the  Jews  in 
that  place," 

o.  **  Caius  Norbanus  Flaccus,  proconsul, 
to  the  magistrates  of  the  Sardians,  sendeth 
greeting.  Caesar  hatli  written  to  me,  and 
commanded  me  not  to  forbid  the  Jews,  how 
many  soever  they  be,  from  assembling  toge- 
ther according  to  the  custom  of  their  fore- 
fathers, nor  from  sending  their  money  to 
Jerusalem:  I  have  therefore  written  to  you, 
that  you  may  know  that  both  Ciesar  and  I 
would  have  you  act  accordingly." 

7-  Nor  did  Julius  Antonius,  the  proconsul, 
write  otherwise.  '*  To  the  magistrates,  se- 
nate, and  people  of  the  Kphesians,  ftendeth 
greeting.  As  I  was  dispensing  justice  at 
Kphesus,  on  the  ides  of  February,  the  Jews 
that  dwell  in  Asia  demonstrated  to  me  that 
Augustus  and  Agrippa  had  permitted  them 
to  use  their  own  laws  and  customs,  and  to 
offer  those  their  first-fruits,  which  every  one  of 
them  freely  offers  to  the  Deity  on  account  of 
piety,  and  to  carry  them  in  a  company  toge- 
ther to  Jerusalem  without  disturbance.  They 
also  petitioned  me,  that  I  woiild  confirm 
what  had  been  granted  by  Auj^'iistus  and 
Agrippa  by  my  own  sanction.  I  would  there- 
fore have  you  take  notice,  that,  according  to 
the  will  of  Augustus  and  Agrippa,  I  permit 
them  to  use  and  do  according  to  the  customs 
of  their  forefathers  without  disturbance." 

8.  I  have  been  obliged  to  set  down  these 
decrees,  because  the  present  history  of  our 
own  acts  will  go  generally  among  the  Greeks; 
and  I  have  hereby  demonstrated  to  them,  that 
we  have  formerly  been  in  great  esteem,  and 
have  not  been  prohibited  by  those  governors 
we  were  under  from  keeping  any  of  the  laws 
of  our  forefathers;  nay,  that  we  have  been 
supported  by  them,  while  we  followed  our 
own  religion,  and  the  worship  we  paid  to  God: 
and  I  frequently  make  mention  of  these  de- 
crees, in  order  to  reconcile  other  people  to  us, 
and  to  take  away  the  causes  of  that  hatred 
which  unreasonable  men  bear  to  us.  As  for 
3ur  customs,'  there  is  no  nation  which  always 

•  The  remaining  pirt  of  this  chapter  is  remarkahle. 

w  justly  diBtinguishin^    Diiu.al  ju^llc^,  ri-ligion.   and 
nop^lity,    from    poittive    lUstitc^tiocs,    io    all    countries, 


makes  use  of  the  same,  and  in  every  city 
almost  we  meet  with  them  different  from  one 
another;  but  natural  justice  is  most  agreeable 
to  the  advantage  of  all  men  equally,  both 
Greeks  and  barbarians,  to  which  our  laws 
have  the  greatest  regard,  and  thereby  render 
us,  if  we  abide  in  them  after  a  pure  manner, 
benevolent  and  friendly  to  all  men:  on  which 
account  we  have  reason  to  expect  the  like 
return  from  others,  and  to  inform  them  that 
they  ought  not  to  esteem  dilference  of  positive 
institutions  a  sufficient  ciiu^e  of  alienation, 
but  [join  with  us  in]  the  pursuit  of  virtue 
and  probity,  for  this  belongs  to  all  men  in 
common,  and  of  itself  alone  is  sufficient  for 
the  preservfttion  of  hnruan  life.  1  now  return 
to  the  thread  of  my  history. 

CHAPTER  VII. 

HOW,      UPON      HEUOD's     GOING     DOWN     INTO 

David's  SEpuLCHftE,  the  skdition  in  his 

FAMILY  GULATLY  INCQEASFD. 

§  1.  As  for  Herod,  be  had  spent  vast  sum? 
about  the  cities,  both  without  and  within  hit. 
own  kingdom:  and  as  he  hati  before  heard 
that  Hyrcanus,  who  had  been  king  before 
him,  had  opened  David's  sepulchre,  and  taken 
out  of  it  three  thousand  talents  of  silver,  and 
that  there  was  a  much  greater  number  left 
behind,  and  indeed  enough  to  sullice  all  his 
wants,  he  had  a  great  while  an  intention 
to  make  the  attempt;  and  at  this  time  he 
opened  that  sepulchre  by  night,  and  went  into 
it,  and  endeavoured  that  it  should  not  be 
at  all  known  in  the  city,  but  took  only  his 
most  faithful  fricniis  with  him.  As  for  any 
money,  he  found  none,  as  Hyrcanus  had  done, 
but  that  furniture  of  gold,  and  those  prccitnis 
goods  that  were  laid  up  there;  all  which  ho 
took  away.  However,  he  had  a  great  desire 
to  make  a  more  diligent  search,  and  to  go 
farther  in,  even  as  far  as  the  very  bodies  of 
David  and  Solomon ;  where  two  of  his  guards 
were  slain,  by  a  flame  that  burst  out  upon 
those  that  went  in,  as  the  report  was.  So  he 
was  terribly  affrighted,  and  went  out,  and 
built  a  propitiatory  monument  of  that  fright 
he  had  been  in;  and  this  of  white  stone,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  sepulchre,  and  that  at  • 
great  expense  also.     And  even  Nicolausf  hi& 

and  evidently  pTcferring  the  former  before  the  lattpr. 
as  did  Ihe  true  proplifls  of  (iod  always  under  the  Old 
Testanifiit,  niid  Cliiist  an<l  his  apustles  always  unde.- 
tlie  New;  wlicnre  our  Jusephus  seems  to  have  liecn  at 
this  time  iiciircr  Christianity  than  were  the  ^icribes  and 
I'liarisees  uf  his  age;  whu,  as  we  know  from  the  (Jew 
IVstuineot,  were  entirely  of  a  ditlerent  opioioa  and 
practice. 

+  It  i%  here  worth  our  observation,  how  careful  Jose- 
pliiis  v^as  as  to  the  dtscnvei  y  uf  tnitli  lii  Herud's  history, 
since  he  Would  not  follow  .Niculjiis  of  D^vhukcus  hilu- 
Sflf,  8>i  pieat  an  historian,  whtrf  there  wa;.  great  reason 
to  siispeci  that  he  hail  Haltered  Hen-d;  which  impar- 
.  tialit)'  ill  hifitory  JoitepbUR  here  »olrtunly  professes,  aitd 
:  ut  which  impartiality  he  ha»  ((iveu  uion^  d^monslntion* 
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historiographer  makes  ncention  of  this  monu- 
ment built  by  Herod,  though  he  does  not 
mention  his  going  down  into  the  sepulchre, 
as  knowing  that  action  to  be  of  ill  repute; 
and  many  other  things  he  treats  of  in  *;he 
same  manner  in  his  book;  for  he  wrote  in 
Herod's  lifetime,  and  under  his  reign,  and 
so  as  to  please  him,  and  as  a  servant  to  hioi, 
touching  upon  nothing  but  what  tended  to  his 
glorv,  and  openly  excusing  many  of  his  noto- 
rious crimes,  and  very  diligently  concealing 
them.  And  as  he  was  desirous  to  put  hand- 
some colours  on  the  death  of  Mariamne  and 
her  sons,  which  were  barbarous  actions  in  the 
king,  he  tells  falsehoods  about  the  inconti- 
nence of  Mariamne,  and  the  treacherous 
designs  of  his  sons  upon  him;  and  thus  he 
proceeded  in  his  whole  work,  making  a  pom- 
pous encomium  upon  what  just  actions  he  had 
done,  but  earnestly  apologizing  for  his  unjust 
ones.  Indeed,  a  man,  as  I  said,  may  have  a 
great  deal  to  say  by  way  of  excuse  for  Nico- 
laus,  for  he  did  not  so  properly  write  this  as  a 
history  for  others,  as  somewhat  that  might  be 
subserrient  to  the  king  himself.  As  for  our- 
selves, who  come  of  a  family  nearly  allied  to 
the  Asamonean  kings,  and  on  that  account 
have  an  honourable  place,  which  is  the  priest- 
hood, we  think  it  indecent  to  say  any  thing 
that  is  false  about  them,  and  accordingly  we 
have  described  their  actions  after  an  unble- 
mished and  upright  manner.  And  although  we 
reverence  many  of  Herod's  posterity,  who 
still  reign,  yet  do  we  pay  a  greater  regard  to 
truth  than  to  them,  and  this  though  it  some- 
times happens  that  we  incur  their  displeasure 
by  so  doing. 

2.  And  indeed  Herod's  troubles  in  his 
^unily  seemed  to  be  augmented,  by  reason  of 
this  attempt  he  made  upon  David's  sepulchre; 
whether  divine  vengeance  increased  the  cala- 
mities be  lay  under,  in  order  to  render  them 
incurable,  or  whether  fortune  made  an  assault 
upon  him,  in  those  cases,  wherein  the  season- 
ubleuess  of  the  cause  made  it  strongly  believed 
that  the  calamities  came  upon  him  for  his 
mpiety;  for  the  tumult  was  like  a  civil  war 
n  his  palace;  and  their  hatred  towards  one 
another  was  like  that  where  each  one  strove 
to  exceed  another  in  calumnies.  However, 
Autipater  used  stratagems  perpetually  against 
his  brethren,  and  that  very  cunningly:  while 
broad  he  loaded  them  with  accusations,  but 
still  took  upon  him  frequently  to  apologize 
for  them,  that  this  apparent  benevolence  to 
them  might  make  him  be  believed,  and  for- 
ward  bis  attempts  against  them;  by  which 
means  he,  after  various  manners,  circumvented 
his  father,  who  belieied  that  all  he  did  was 
for  his  preservation.  Herod  also  recommended 
Ptolemy,   who  was   a  great  director  of  the 

than  almost  any  other  historian;  bat  as  to  Herod's 
taxing  preat  wealth  out  of  Oaviil's  sepulchre.  thijui:ti  I 
cannot  prove  it,  yet  do  1  strongly  susptct  it  from  this 
TCIJ  hiiitofy. 


affairs  of  his  kingdom,  to  Antipaterj  and 
consulted  with  his  mother  about  the  public 
affairs  also.  And  indeed  these  were  all  in 
all,  and  did  what  they  pleased,  and  made  the 
king  angry  against  any  other  persons,  as  they 
thought  it  might  be  to  their  own  advantage: 
but  still  the  sons  of  Mariamne  were  in  a 
worse  and  worse  condition  perpetually;  and 
while  they  were  thrust  out,  and  set  in  a  more 
dishonourable  rank,  who  yet  by  birth  werejhe 

ost  noble,  they  could  not  bear  the  disho- 
nour. Ancl  for  the  women,  Glaphyra,  Alex- 
ander's wife,  the  daughter  of  Archelaus, 
hated  Salome,  both  because  of  her  love  to  her 
husband,  and  because  Glaphyra  seemed  to 
behave  herself  somewhat  insolently  towards 
Salome's  daughter,  who  was  the  wife  of 
Aristobulus,  w  hich  t  liality  of  hers  to  herself 
Glaphyra  took  very  impatiently. 

3.  Now,  besides  this  second  contention  that 
had  fallen  among  them,  neither  did  the  king's 
brother  Pberoras  keep  himself  out  of  trouble, 
but  bad  a  particular  foundation  fur  sus- 
picion and  hatred;  for  he  was  overcome  «ith 
the  charms  of  his  wife,  to  such  a  degree 
of  madness,  that  he  despised  the  king's  daugh- 
ter, to  whom  he  had  been  betrothed,  and 
wholly  bent  his  mind  to  the  other,  who  had 
been  but  a  servant.  Herod  also  was  grieved 
by  the  dishonour  that  was  done  him,  because 
he  had  bestowed  many  favours  upon  him, 
and  had  advanced  him  to  that  height  of  power 
that  he  was  almost  a  partner  with  him  in 
the  kingdom;  and  ?aw  that  he  had  not  made 
him  a  due  return  for  his  favours,  and  esteemed 
himself  unhappy  on  that  accotmt.  So  upon 
Pheroras's  unworthy  refusal,  he  gave  the 
damsel  to  Phasaelus's  son;  but  after  some 
time,  when  he  thought  the  heat  of  his  bro- 
ther's affections  was  over,  he  blamed  him  for 
his  former  conduct,  and  desired  him  to  take 
his  second  daughter,  whose  name  was  Cypros. 
Ptolemy  also  advised  him  to  leave  off  affront- 
ing his  brother,  and  to  forsake  her  whom  hft 
had  loved,  for  that  it  was  a  base  thing  to  be 
so  enamoured  of  a  servant,  as  to  deprive  him- 
self of  the  king's  good-will  to  him,  and  be- 
come an  occasion  of  his  trouble,  and  make 
himself  hated  by  him.  Pheroras  knew  that 
this  advice  would  be  for  bis  own  advantage, 
particularly  because  he  bad  been  accused 
before,  and  forgiven;  so  he  putjiis  wife  away, 
although  he  already  had  a  son  by  her,  and 
engaged  to  the  king  that  he  would  take  his 
second  daughter,  and  agreed  that  the  thirtieth 
day  after  should  be  the  day  of  marriage;  and 
sware  he  would  have  no  farther  conversation 
with  her  whom  he  had  put  away;  but  when 
the  thirty  days  were  over,  he  was  such  a  slave 
to  his  affections,  that  he  no  longer  performed 
any  thing  he  had  promised,  but  continued 
still  with  his  former  wife.  This  occasioned 
Herod  to  grieve  ope"ly,  and  made  him  angrv, 
while  the  king  liri  (•[leti  one  word  or  other 
agaiitst  Pheroras  perpetually ;  a:id  many  made 
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the  king's  anger  an  opportunity  for  raising 
calumnies  against  bira.  Nor  had  the  king 
any  longer  a  single  quiet  day  or  hour,  but 
occasions  of  one  fresh  quarrel  or  another  arose 
among  his  relations,  and  those  that  were  dear- 
est to  him ;  for  Salome  was  of  a  harsh  tem- 
per, and  ill-natured  to  Mariamne's  sons;  nor 
would  she  sulTer  her  own  daughter,  who  was 
the  wife  of  Aristobulus,  one  of  those  young 
men,  to  bear  a  good-will  to  her  husband,  but 
persuaded  her  to  tell  her  if  he  said  any  thing 
to  her  in  private,  and  when  any  misunder- 
standing happened,  as  is  common,  slie  raised 
a  great  many  suspicions  out  of  it:  by  which 
means  she  learned  all  their  concerns,  and 
made  the  damsel  ill-natured  to  the  young 
man.  And  in  order  to  gratify  her  mother, 
she  often  said  that  the  young  men  used  to 
mention  Mariamne  when  tliey  were  by  them- 
selves; and  that  they  hated  their  father,  and 
were  continually  threatening,  that  if  they  had 
once  got  the  kingdom,  they  would  make  He- 
rod's sons,  by  his  other  wives,  country-school- 
uiasters,  for  that  the  present  education  winch 
was  given  them,  and  tlieir  diligence  in  learn- 
ing, fitted  them  for  such  an  employment. 
And  as  for  the  women,  whenever  they  saw 
them  adorned  with  their  mother  s  clothes,  they 
threatened,  that  instead  of  their  present  gaudy 
apparel,  they  shouhl  be  clothed  in  sackcloth, 
and  contined  so  closely  that  they  should  not 
seii  the  light  of  the  sun.  These  stories  were 
presently  carried  by  Salome  to  the  king,  who 
was  troubled  to  hear  them,  and  endeavoured 
to  make  up  matters:  but  these  suspicions 
atHicted  him,  aiul,  becoming  more  and  more 
mieasy,  he  believed  every  body  against  every 
body.  However,  upon  his  rebuking  his  sons, 
".nd  hearing  the  defence  they  made  for  them- 
selves, he  was  easier  for  a  while,  though  a 
little  afterwards  much  worse  accidents  came 
upon  him. 

4.  For  Pheroras  came  to  Alexander,  the 
husband  of  Glaphyra,  who  was  the  daughter  of 
Archelaus,  as  we  have  already  told  you,  and 
said  that  he  had  heard  from  Salome,  tha^ 
Herod  was  enamoured  of  Glaphyra,  and  that 
his  passion  for  her  was  incurable.  When 
Alexander  hea.''d  that,  he  was  all  on  fire,  from 
his  youth  and  jealousy ;  and  be  interpreti*d  the 
instances  of  Herod's  obliging  behaviour  to 
ber,  which  were  very  frequent,  for  the  worse, 
which  came  from  those  suspicions  he  had  on 
account  of  that  word  which  fell  from  Phero- 
ras; nor  could  he  conceal  his  grief  at  the 
thing,  but  informed  him  what  words  Phero- 
ras had  said.  Upon  which  Herod  was  in  a 
Greater  disorder  than  ever;  and  not  bearing 
such  a  false  calumny,  which  was  to  his  shame, 
was  much  disturbed  at  it:  and  often  did  he 
lament  the  wickedness  of  his  domestics,  and 
bow  good  he  had  been  to  them,  and  how  ill 
rcQuitals  they  had  made  him.  So  he  sent  for 
Pheroras,    and    reproached    him,    and    said, 

Thou  vilest  of  all  men  I  art  thou  come  to 


that  unmeasurable  and  extravagant  degree 
of  ingratitude,  as  not  only  to  suppose  such 
things  of  me,  but  to  speak  of  them?  I  no\T 
indeed  perceive  what  thy  intentions  are:  it  is 
not  thy  only  aim  to  reproach  me,  when  thoi 
usest  such  words  to  my  son,  but  thereby  to 
persuade  him  to  plot  against  me,  and  get  me 
d^istroyed  by  poison;  and  who  is  there,  if  he 
had  not  a  good  genius  at  his  elbow,  as  hath 
my  son,  that  would  bear  such  a  suspicion  of 
his  father,  but  would  revenge  himself  upon 
him?  Dost  thou  suppose  that  thou  hast  only 
dropped  a  word  for  him  to  think  of,  and 
not  rather  hast  put  a  sword  into  his  hand  to 
slay  his  father?  And  what  dost  thou  mean, 
when  thou  really  hatest  both  him  and  his 
brother,  to  pretend  kindness  to  them,  only  in 
order  to  raise  a  reproach  against  me,  and  talk  oi 
such  tilings  as  no  one  but  such  an  impious 
wretch  as  thou  art  could  cither  devise  in  their 
mind,  or  declare  in  their  words?  Begone, 
thou  that  art  such  a  phigue  to  thy  benefactor 
and  thy  brother;  and  may  that  evil  con- 
science of  thine  go  along  mth  thee;  while  I 
still  overcome  my  relations  by  kindness,  and 
am  so  far  from  avenging  myself  of  them  as 
ihey  deserve,  that  1  bestow  greater  beneiits 
upon  them  than  they  are  worthy  of." 

o.  Thus  did  the  king  speak.  Whereupon 
Pheroras,  who  was  caught  in  the  very  act  oi 
his  villany,  s;iid,  that,  "it  was  Salome  who 
was  the  tramer  of  this  plot,  and  that  the  words 
came  from  her;"  but  as  soon  as  she  heard 
that,  for  she  was  at  hand,  she  cried  out,  like 
one  that  would  be  believed,  that  no  such  thing 
ever  came  out  of  her  mouth;  that  they  all 
earnestly  endeavoured  to  make  the  king  hate 
her,  and  to  make  her  away,  because  of  the  good- 
will she  bore  to  Herod,  and  because  slie  was 
always  foreseeing  the  dangers  that  were  com- 
ing upon  him,  and  that  at  present  there  were 
more  plots  against  him  than  usual:  for  whde 
she  was  the  only  person  who  persuaded  her 
brother  to  put  away  the  wife  he  now  had,  and 
to  take  the  king's  daughter,  it  was  no  wonder 
if  she  were  hated  by  him.  As  she  said  this, 
and  often  tore  her  hair,  and  often  beat  her 
breast,  her  countenance  made  her  denial  to  be 
believed,  but  the  perversencss  of  her  maimers 
declared  at  the  same  time  her  dissinmlafion 
in  these  proceedings;  but  Pheroras  was  caught 
between  them,  and  had  nothing  plausible  to 
offer  in  his  own  defence,  while  he  confessed  that 
he  had  said  what  was  charged,  upon  him,  but 
was  not  believed  when  he  said  he  had  heard 
it  from  Salome;  so  the  confusion  among  them 
was  increased,  and  their  quarrelsome  words 
one  to  another.  At  last  the  king,  out  of  his 
hatred  to  his  brother  and  sister,  sent  them  both 
away ;  and  when  he  had  commended  the 
moderation  of  his  son,  and  that  he  had  him- 
self told  him  of  the  report,  he  went  in  the 
evening  to  refresh  himself.  After  such  a 
contest  as  this  had  fallen  out  among  them, 
Salome's  reputation  suffered  greatly,  siiice  sha 
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was  supposed  to  hare  first  raised  the  calumny; 
and  the  king's  wives  were  grieved  at  her,  as 
knowing  she  was  a  very  ill-natured  woman, 
and  would  sometimes  be  a  friend,  and  some- 
times an  enemy,  at  different  seasons;  so  they 
perpetually  said  one  thing  or  another  against 
her;  and  somewhat  that  now  fell  out,  made 
them  the  bolder  in  speaking  against  her. 

6.  There  was  one  Obodas,  king  of  Arabia, 
an  inactive  and  slothful  man  in  his  nature; 
but  Svlleus  managed  most  of  his  affairs  for 
him.  He  was  a  shrewd  man,  although  he 
was  but  young,  and  was  handsome  withal. 
This  Sylleus,  upon  some  occasion  coming  to 
Herod,  and  supping  with  him,  saw  Salome, 
and  set  his  heart  upon  her:  and  understand- 
ing that  she  was  a  widow,  he  discoursed  with 
her.  Now  because  Salome  was  at  this  time 
less  in  favour  with  her  brother,  she  looked 
upon  Sylleus  with  some  passion,  and  was  very 
earnest  to  be  married  to  him;  and  on  the  days 
following  there  appeared  many,  and  those 
very  great,  indications  of  their  agreement  to- 
gether. Now  the  women  carried  this  news  to 
the  king,  and  laughed  at  the  indecency  of  it; 
whereupon  Herod  inquired  about  it  farther 
of  Pheroras,  and  desired  him  to  observe  them 
at  supper,  how  their  behaviour  was  one  towards 
another;  who  told  him,  that  by  the  signals 
which  came  from  their  heads  and  their  eyes, 
they  both  were  evidently  in  love.  After  this, 
Sylleus  the  Arabian  being  suspected,  went 
away,  but  came  again  in  two  or  three  months 
afterwards,  as  it  were  on  that  very  design, 
and  spake  to  Herod  about  it,  and  desired  that 
Salome  might  be  given  him  to  wife;  for  that 
his  aflinity  might  not  be  disadvantageous  to 
his  affairs,  by  a  union  with  .\rabia,  the  go- 
vernment of  which  country  was  already  in 
effect  under  his  power,  and  more  evidently 
would  be  his  hereafter.  Accordingly,  when 
Herod  discoursed  with  his  sister  about  it,  and 
asked  her  whether  she  were  disposed  to  this 
match,  she  immediately  agreed  to  it;  but 
when  Sylleus  was  desired  to  come  over  to  the 
Jewish  religion,  and  then  he  should  marry 
her,  and  that  it  was  impossible  to  do  it  on  any 
other  terms,  he  could  not  bear  that  proposal, 
and  went  bis  way;  for  he  said,  that  if  he 
should  do  so,  he  should  be  stoned  by  the 
Arabs.  Then  did  Pheroras  reproach  Salome 
for  her  incontinency,  as  did  the  women  much 
more;  and  said  that  Sylleus  had  debauched 
her.  As  for  t^t  damsel  which  the  king  had 
betrothed  to  his  brother  Pheroras,  but  he  had 
not  taken  her,  as  I  have  before  related,  be- 
cause he  was  enamoured  of  his  former  wile, 
Salome  desired  of  Herod  she  might  be  given 
to  her  son  by  Costobarus:  which  match  he 
was  very  willing  to,  but  was  dissuaded  from 
it  by  Pheroras,  who  pleaded,  that  this  young 
man  would  not  be  kind  to  her  since  hia  father 
had  been  slain  by  him,  and  that  it  was  more 
•UBt  that  his  son',  who  was  to  be  his  successor 
in    the    tetrarchy,    should    have    her:    so    h" 


begged  his  pardon,  and  persuaded  him  to  do 
so.  Accordingly  the  damsel,  upon  this  change 
of  her  espousals,  was  disposed  of  to  this 
young  man,  the  son  of  Pheroras,  the  king 
givuig  for  her  portion  a  hundred  talents. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

HOW  HEROD  TOOK  OP  ALEXANDEtt,  AND 
BOUND  HIM;  WHOM  VET  ARCHELAUS,  KING 
OF  CAPPADOCIA,  RECONCILED  TO  HIS  FA- 
THER HEROD  AGAIN. 

§  1.  BcT  still  the  affairs  of  Herod's  family 
were  no  better,  but  perpetually  more  trouble- 
some. Now  this  accident  happened,  which 
arose  from  no  decent  orciision,  but  proceeded 
so  far  as  to  bring  great  dilficulties  upon  him. 
There  were  certain  eunuchs  which  the  king 
had,  and  on  account  of  their  beauty  was  very 
fond  of  them;  and  the  care  of  bringing  him 
drink  was  entrusted  to  one  of  them ;  of  bring- 
ing him  his  supper,  to  another;  and  of  putting 
him  to  bed,  to  the  third,  who  also  ma- 
naged the  principal  aff^urs  of  the  government ; 
and  there  was  one  told  the  king  that  these 
eunuchs  were  corrupted  by  Alexan<!er  the 
king's  son,  by  great  sums  of  money :  and  when 
they  were  asked  whether  Alexander  had  had 
criminal  conversation  with  them,  they  con- 
fessed it,  but  said  they  knew  of  no  farther 
mischief  of  his  against  his  father;  but  when 
they  were  more  severely  tortured,  and  wtre 
in  the  utmost  extremity,  and  the  tormentors, 
out  of  compliance  with  Antipater,  stretched 
the  rack  to  the  very  utmost,  they  said  that 
Alexander  bare  great  ill-will  and  innate  hatred 
to  his  father;  and  that  he  told  them  that 
Herod  despaired  to  live  much  longer;  ami  that, 
in  order  to  cover  his  great  age,  he  coloured 
his  hair  black,  and  endeavoured  to  conceal 
what  would  discover  how  old  he  was;  but  that 
if  he  would  apply  himself  to  him,  when  he 
should  attain  the  kingdom,  which  in  spite  o! 
his  tathtr,  could  come  to  no  one  else,  he 
should  quickly  have  the  first  place  in  that 
kingdom  under  him,  for  that  he  was  now 
ready  to  take  the  kingdom,  not  only  as  his 
birthright,  but  by  the  preparations  he  had 
made  for  obtaining  it,  because  a  great  many 
of  the  rulers,  and  a  great  many  of  his  friends, 
were  of  his  side,  and  those  no  ill  men  neither, 
ready  both  to  do  and  to  suffer  whatsoevei 
shoulil  come  on  that  account. 

2.  When  Herod  heard  this  confession,  he 
was  all  over  anger  and  fear,  some  parti 
seeming  to  him  reproachful,  and  some  made 
him  suspicious  of  dangers  that  attended  him, 
insomuch,  that  on  both  accounts  he  wai 
provoked,  and  bitterly  afraid  lest  some  more 
heavy  plot  was  laid  against  him  than  he  should 
be  then  able  to  escape  from;  whereupon  he 
did  not  now  make  air  open  search,  but  sent 
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■bout  spies  to  vratcli  such  as  he  suspected, 
for  he  was  now  overrun  with  suspicion  and 
hatred  against  all  about  him;  and  indulging 
abundance  of  those  suspicions,  in  order  to  his 
preservation,  he  continued  to  suspect  those 
that  were  guiltless:  nor  did  he  set  any  bounds 
to  himself;  but  supposing  that  those  who 
staid  with  him  had  the  most  power  to  hurt 
hiin,  they  were  to  him  very  frightful;  and 
for  those  that  did  not  use  to  come  to  him,  it 
seemed  enough  to  name  them  [to  make  tbem 
suspected],  and  be  thought  hini:^lf  safer  when 
they  were  destroyed:  and  at  last  his  domes* 
tics  were  come  to  that  pass,  that  being  no  way 
secure  of  escaping  themselves,  they  fell  to 
accusing  one  another,  and  imagining  that  he 
who  first  accused  another  was  most  likely  to 
save  himself;  yet,  when  any  had  overthrown 
others,  they  were  hated;  and  they  were 
thought  tn  cuffor  jucjly,  wbo  unjustly  accused 
others;  and  they  only  thereby  prevented  their 
own  accusation;  nay,  they  now  execut*;d  their 
own  private  enmities  by  this  means,  and  when 
they  were  caught,  they  were  punished  in  the 
same  way.  Thus  these  men  contrived  to 
make  use  of  this  opportunity  as  an  instrument 
and  a  snare  against  their  enemies;  yet,  when 
they  tried  it,  were  themselves  oiught  also  in 
the  same  snare  which  they  laid  for  others: 
tiid  the  king  soon  repented  of  what  he  bad 
done,  because  he  had  no  clear  evidence  of  the 
guilt  of  those  whom  he  had  skin;  and  yet 
what  was  still  more  severe  m  him,  he  did  not 
make  use  of  his  repentance,  in  order  to  leave 
off  doing  the  like  again,  but  in  order  to  inflict 
the  same  punishment  upon  their  accusers. 

3.  And  in  this  state  of  disorder  were  the 
oifairs  of  the  palace;  and  he  had  already  told 
many  of  his  friends  directly,  that  they  ought 
not  to  appear  before  him,  nor  come  into  the 
palace;  and  the  reason  of  this  injunction  was, 
that  [when  they  were  there]  he  had  less  free- 
dom of  acting,  or  a  greater  restraint  on  him- 
self on  their  account;  for  at  this  time  it  was 
that  he  expelled  Androraachus  and  Gemellus, 
men  who  had  of  old  been  his  friends,  and 
been  very  useful  to  him  in  the  atfairs  of  his 
kingdom,  and  been  of  advantage  to  his  family, 
by  their  embassages  and  counsels;  and  had 
been  tutors  to  his  sons,  and  bad  in  a  manner 
the  first  degree  of  freedom  with  him.  He 
expelled  Andromachus,  because  bis  son  De- 
metrius was  a  companion  to  Alexander;  and 
Gemellus,  because  he  knew  that  he  wished 
him  well,  which  arose  from  his  having  been 
with  him  in  bis  youth,  when  he  was  at  school, 
and  absent  at  Rome.  These  he  expelled  out 
of  his  palace,  and  was  willing  enough  to  have 
done  worse  by  them;  but  that  he  might  not 
seem  to  tike  such  liberty  against  men  of  so 
great  reputation, -he  contented  himself  with 
depriving  them  of  their  dignity,  and  of  their 
power  to  hinder  his  wicked  proceedings. 

4.  Now  it  was  Aritipater  who  was  the 
cause  of  alt  this;   wbo  when  he  knew  what  a 


mad  and  licentious  %vay  of  acting  his  father 
was  in,  and  had  been  a  great  while  one  of  his 
counsellors,  he  hurried  him  on,  and  then 
thought  he  should  bring  him  to  do  somewhat 
to  purpose,  when  every  one  that  could  oppose 
him  was  taken  away.  When  therefore  An- 
dromachus and  bis  friends  were  driven  away, 
and  had  no  discourse  nor  freedom  with  the 
king  any  longer,  the  king,  in  the  first  place, 
examined  by  torture  all  whom  he  thought  to 
be  fiitbful  to  Alexander,  whether  they  knew 
of  any  of  his  attempts  against  him;  but  these 
died  without  having  any  thing  to  say  to  that 
matter,  which  made  the  king  more  zealous 
[after  discoveries],  when  he  could  not  find 
out  what  evil  proceedings  he  suspected  tbem 
of.  As  for  Antipater,  he  was  very  sagacious 
to  raise  a  calumny  against  those  that  were 
really  innocent,  as  if  their  denial  was  otdy 
their  constancy  and  fidelity  [to  Alexander], 
and  thereupon  provoked  llerod  to  discover 
by  the  torture  of  great  numbers,  what  at- 
tempts wero  Btill  concealed.  Nuw  there  was 
a  certain  person  among  the  many  that  were 
tortured,  who  said  that  he  knew  that  the 
young  man  bad  often  said,  that  when  he  was 
commended  as  a  tall  man  in  his  body,  and  a 
skilful  marksman,  and  that  in  his  other  com- 
mernlable  exercises  he  exceeded  all  men,  these 
quaUfications,  given  him  by  nature,  though 
good  in  themselves,  were  not  advantageous  to 
him,  because  bis  father  was  grieved  at  them, 
and  envied  him  for  them;  and  that  when  be 
walked  along  with  his  lather,  be  endeavoured 
to  depress  and  shorten  Himself  that  be  might 
not  appear  too  titU;  and  that  when  he  shot  at 
any  thing  as  he  was  hunting,  when  his  father 
was  by,  he  missed  bis  mark  on  purpose;  for 
he  knew  how  ambitious  bis  father  was  of 
being  superior  in  such  exercises.  So  when  the 
man  was  tormented  about  this  saying,  and 
had  ease  given  his  body  after  it,  he  added, 
that  he  had  his  brother  Aristobulus  for  his 
assistance,  and  contrived  to  lie  in  wait  for  their 
father,  as  they  were  hunting,  and  kill  him; 
and  when  they  had  (lone  so,  to  fly  to  Rome, 
and  desire  to  have  the  kingdom  given  them. 
There  were  also  letters  of  the  young  man 
found,  written  to  his  brother;  wherein  he 
complained  that  his  father  did  nut  act  justly 
in  giving  Antipater  a  country,  whose  [yearly] 
revenues  amounted  to  ten  hundred  talents. 
Upon  these  confessions  Herod  presently 
thought  he  had  somewhat  to  depend  on,  in 
his  own  opinion,  as  to  his  suspicion  about  his 
sons:  so  he  took  up  Alexander  and  bound 
him ;  yet  did  he  stiU  contiime  to  be  uneasy, 
and  was  not  quite  satisfied  of  the  truth  of 
wliat  he  had  heard;  and  when  he  came  to 
recollect  himself,  he  found  that  they  had  only 
made  jnveiule  complaints  and  contentions, and 
that  it  was  an  incredible  thing,  that  when  his 
son  should  have  sluin  him,  he  should  openly 
go  to  Rome  [to  beg  the  kingdom];  so  he 
was  desirous  to  have  some  surer  mark  ci  tit 
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fion'fl  wickedness,  and  was  very  solicitous 
about  it,  that  he  might  not  appear  to  liave 
condemned  him  to  be  put  in  prison  too  rashly; 
so  be  tortured  the  principal  of  Alexander's 
friends,  and  put  not  a  few  of  them  to  death, 
without  getting  any  of  the  things  out  of  them 
whi  h  he  suspected.  And  while  Uerod  was 
very  busy  about  this  matter,  and  the  palace 
was  full  of  terror  and  trouble,  one  of  the 
younger  sort,  when  he  was  in  the  utmost 
agony,  confessed  that  Alexander  had  sent  to  his 
friends  at  Rome,  and  desired  that  he  might 
be  quickly  invited  thither  by  Cxsar,  and  that 
he  could  discover  a  plot  against  him  ;  that 
Atithridates,  the  king  of  Partbia,  was  joined 
in  friendship  with  his  father  against  the  Ro* 
mans,  and  that  he  bad  a  poisonous  potion 
ready  prepared  at  Askelon. 

5.  To  these  accusations  Herod  gave  credit, 
and  enjoyed  hereby,  in  his  miserable  case, 
some  sort  of  consolation,  in  excuse  ot  bis  rash- 
ness, as  flattering  himself  with  finding  things 
in  so  bad  a  cuiulttiun;  but  as  for  the  poison- 
ous potion,  which  he  laboured  to  find,  he 
could  find  none.  As  for  Alexander,  he  was 
very  desirous  to  aggravate  the  vast  misfortunes 
he  was  under,  so  he  pretended  not  to  deny  the 
accusations,  but  punished  the  rashness  of  his 
father  with  a  greater  crime  of  his  own;  and 
perhaps  he  was  willing  to  make  his  father 
ashamed  of  bis  easy  belief  of  such  calumnies: 
be  aimed  especially,  if  he  coidd  gain  bebef  to 
his  story,  to  plague  bim  and  his  whole  king- 
dom; for  he  wrote  four  letters  and  sent  thein 
lo  him,  that  "  be  did  not  need  to  torture  any 
more  persons,  for  he  had  plotted  against  him, 
end  that  he  had  for  bis  partners,  Pheroras,  and 
the  most  faithful  of  bis  friends ;  and  that  Sa- 
lome came  in  to  him  by  night,  and  that  she 
lay  with  him  whether  he  would  or  rot ;  and 
that  all  men  were  come  to  be  of  one  mind  to 
make  away  with  bim  as  soon  as  they  could,  and 
so  get  clear  of  the  continual  fear  they  were  in 
from  him."  Among  these  were  accused  Pto- 
lemy and  Sapinnius,  who  were  the  most  faith- 
ful friends  to  the  king.  And  what  more  can 
be  said,  but  that  those  who  before  were  the 
most  intimate  friends,  were  become  wild  beasts 
to  one  another,  as  if  a  certain  madness  bad 
fallen  upon  them,  while  there  wa£  no  room 
for  defence  or  refutation,  in  order  to  the  dis- 
covery of  the  truth,  but  all  were  at  random 
doomed  to  destruction !  so  that  some  lamented 
those  that  were  in  prison,  some  those  that  were 
put  to  death,  and  others  lamented  that  they 
were  in  expectation  of  the  same  miseries;  and 
a  melancholy  solitude  rendered  the  kingdom 
deformed,  and  quite  the  reverse  of  that  happy 
state  it  was  formerly  in.  Herod's  own  life 
also  was  entirely  disturbed;  and,  because  he 
could  trust  nobody,  he  was  sorely  punished  by 
the  expectation  of  farther  misery;  for  he  often 
fiuided  in  his  imagination,  that  bis  ^n  had 
fallen  upon  him,  or  stood  by  him  with  a  sword 
in  his  band;  and  thus  was  bis  mind  night  and 


day  intent  upon  this  thing,  and  revolved  it  over 
and  over,  and  no  otherwise  than  it  he  were 
under  a  distraction.  And  this  was  the  sad 
condition  Herod  was  now  in. 

6.  liut  when  Archelaus,  king  of  Cappado- 
cia,  heard  of  the  state  that  Uerod  was  in,  and 
being  in  great  distress  about  bis  daughter,  and 
the  young  man  [her  husband],  and  griering 
with  Uerod,  as  with  a  man  that  was  his  friend, 
on  account  of  so  great  a  disturbance  as  he 
was  under,  he  came  [to  Jerusalem]  on  pur- 
pose to  compose  their  differences;  and,  when 
he  found  Herod  in  such  a  temper,  he  thought 
it  wholly  unseasonable  to  reprove  him,  or  to 
pretend  that  be  had  done  any  thing  rashly,  for 
that  be  should  thereby  naturally  briDg  him  to 
dispute  the  point  with  him,  and  by  still  more 
and  more  apologizing  for  himself  to  be  the 
more  irritated:  he  went,  therefore,  another 
way  to  woik,  in  ordor  to  onrrpct  the  former 
misfortunes,  and  appeared  angry  at  the  young 
man,  and  said  that  Uerod  bad  been  so  very 
mild  a  man  that  be  had  not  acted  a  rai-h  part 
at  all.  He  also  said  be  would  dissolve  his 
daughter's  marriage  with  Alexander,  nor 
could  in  justice  spare  his  own  daughter,  if 
she  were  conscious  of  any  thing,  and  did  not 
inform  Herod  of  it.  "When  Archelaus  appear- 
ed to  be  of  this  temper,  and  otherwise  than 
Herod  expected  or  imagined,  and  for  the  main 
took  Herod's  part,  and  was  angry  on  his  ac- 
count, the  king  abated  of  his  harshness,  and 
took  occasion  from  bis  appearing  to  have  acted 
justly  hitherto,  to  come  by  degrees  to  put 
on  the  affection  of  a  father,  and  was  on  both 
sides  to  be  pitied;  for  when  some  persons 
refuted  the  calumnies  that  were  laid  on  the 
young  man,  he  was  thrown  into  a  passion; 
but  when  Archelaus  joined  in  the  accusation, 
he  was  dissolved  into  tears  and  sorrow  after 
an  atfectionate  manner.  Accordingly,  he  de- 
sired that  he  would  not  dissolve  his  son's  mar- 
riage, and  became  not  so  angry  as  before  lor 
his  offences.  So  when  Archelaus  had  brought 
him  to  a  more  moderate  temper,  be  transferred 
the  calumnies  upon  his  friends;  and  said  it 
must  be  owing  to  them  that  so  young  a  roan, 
and  one  unacquainted  with  malice,  was  cor- 
rupted; and  he  supposed  that  there  was  more 
reason  to  suspect  the  brother  than  the  son. 
Upon  which  Herod  was  very  much  displeased 
at  Pheroras,  who  indeed  now  had  no  one  thai 
could  make  a  reconciliation  between  him  and  . 
his  brother.  So  when  he  saw  that  Archelaus 
had  the  greatest  power  with  Herml,  he  betook 
himself  to  him  in  the  habit  of  a  mourner,  and 
like  one  that  had  all  the  sigiis  upon  him  ot  an 
undone  man.  Upon  this  Archelaus  did  not 
overlook  the  intercession  he  ma^le  to  him.  nor 
yet  did  he  undertake  to  change  the  king's 
disposition  towards  him  irrtniediately ;  and  he 
said  that  it  was  better  for  him  to  come  himself 
to  the  king,  and  confess  himself  the  occasion 
of  all;  that  this  would  make  the  king's  ahgcr 
not  to  be  extravagant  towards  him,  aj:d  t'vil 


CHAP.  IX. 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS. 


449 


then  he  would  be  present  to  assist  him.  When  | 
he  had  persuaded  him  to  this,  he  f:ained  his  | 
point  with  both  of  them;  and  the  calumnies 
raised  aj,'ainst  the  young  man  were,  beyond 
ail  expeotatior,  wiped  off.  And  Archelaus, 
as  soon  as  he  had  made  the  reconciliation, 
went  then  away  to  Cappadocia,  havinj^  proved 
at  this  juncture  of  time  the  most  acceptable 
person  to  Herod  in  the  worlil;  on  which 
account  he  pave  him  the  richest  presents,  as 
tokens  of  his  respects  to  him,  and  being  on 
other  occasions  magnanimous,  he  esteemed 
him  one  of  his  dearest  friends.  He  also  made 
an  aifreement  with  him  that  he  would  go  to 
Rome,  because  he  had  written  to  Caesar  about 
these  affairs;  so  they  went  together  as  far  as 
Antioch,  and  there  Herod  madd  a  recon- 
ciliation between  Archelaus  and  Titus,  the 
president  of  Syria,  who  had  been  greatly  at 
variance,  and  so  returned  back  to  Judea. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

CONCERNnNG  THE  REVOLT  OF  THE  TRACHON- 
ITES;  HOW  SYLLEUS  ACCUSED  HEROD  BE- 
FORE C^ESAB;  AND  HOW  HEROD,  WHEN 
CESAR  WAS  ANGRY  AT  HIM,  RESOLVED  TO 
SEND   NICOLAUS  TO   ROME. 

5  1.  When  Herod  had  been  at  Rome,  and 
was  come  hack  again,  a  war  arose  between 
him  and  the  Arabians,  on  the  occasion  follow- 
ing:—  The  inhabitants  of  Trachonitis,  after 
Caesar  had  taken  the  country  away  from 
Zenodorus,  and  added  it  to  Herod,  had  not  now 
power  to  rob,  but  were  forced  to  plough  the 
land,  and  to  live  quietly,  which  was  a  thing 
they  did  not  like;  and  when  they  did  take 
that  pains,  the  grotmd  did  not  produce  much 
fruit  for  them.  However,  at  the  first  the  king 
would  not  permit  them  to  rob;  and  so  they 
abstained  from  that  unju>t  way  of  living 
upon  their  neighbours,  which  procured  Herod 
a  great  reputation  fur  his  care.  But  when  he 
was  sailing  to  Rome,  it  was  at  that  time  when 
he  went  to  accuse  his  son  Ale.vander,  and  to 
commit  Antipater  to  Casar's  protection,  the 
Trachonites  spread  a  report  as  if  he  were 
dead,  and  revolted  from  his  dominion,  and 
betook  themselves  again  to  their  accustomed 
way  of  robbing  their  neighbours;  at  which 
time  the  king's  commanders  subdued  them 
during  his  absence:  but  about  ibrty  of  the 
principal  robbers,  being  terrified  by  those  that 
liad  been  taken,  left  the  country,  and  retired 
into  Arabia,  Sylleus  entertaining  them,  after 
he  had  missed  of  marrying  Salojne,  and  gave 
thera  a  place  of  strength,  in  which  they  dwelt. 
So  they  overran  not  only  Judea,  but  all  Cele- 
syria  also,  and  carried  off  the  prey,  while 
SvUeus  afforded  them  places  of  protection  and 
quietness  during  their  wicked  practices.  But 
when  Herod  c«iic  back  from  Rome,  he  per- 


ceived that  his  dominions  had  greatly  suflered 
by  them,  and  since  he  could  not  reach  (he 
robbers  themselves,  because  of  the  secure 
retreat  they  had  in  that  country,  aj'd  *'hich  the 
Arabian  government  affordeti  them,  and  yet 
being  very  uneasy  at  the  injuries  they  had 
done  him,  he  went  all  over  Trachoi.itis,  and 
slew  their  relations;  whereupon  these  robbers 
were  more  angry  than  before,  it  being  a  law 
among  them  to  be  avenged  on  the  murderers 
of  their  relations  by  all  possible  means;  so 
they  continued  to  tear  and  rend  every  thing 
under  Herod's  dominion  with  impunity;  then 
did  he  discourse  about  these  robberies  to 
Saturninus  and  Volumnius,  and  required  that 
they  should  be  punished;  upon  which  occa- 
sion they  still  the  more  confirmed  themselves 
in  their  robberies,  and  became  more  numerous, 
and  made  very  great  disturbances,  laying 
waste  the  countries  and  villages  that  belonged 
to  Herod's  kingdom,  and  killing  those  men 
whom  they  caught,  till  these  unjustproceedings 
came  to  be  like  a  real  war,  tor  the  robbers 
were  now  become  about  a  thousand;  —  at 
which  Herod  was  sore  displeased,  and  required 
the  robbers,  as  well  as  the  money  which  he 
had  lent  Obodas,  by  Sylleus,  which  was  sixty 
talents,  and  since  the  time  of  payment  was 
now  past,  he  desired  to  have  it  paid  him:  but 
Sylleus,  who  had  laid  Obodas  aside,  and 
managed  all  by  himself,  ilenicd  that  the  robbers 
were  in  Arabia,  and  put  off  the  payment  of 
the  money;  about  which  there  was  a  hearing 
before  Saturninus  and  \'olumniu3,  who  were 
then  the  presidents  of  Syria."  At  last,  he, 
by  their  means,  agreed,  that  within  thirty 
days'  time  Herod  should  be  paid  his  money 
and  that  each  of  them  should  deliver  up  th» 
other's  subjects  reciprocally.  Now,  as  to 
Herod,  there  was  not  one  of  the  other's  sub- 
jects found  in  his  kingdom,  either  as  doing 
any  injustice,  or  on  any  other  account;  but  i* 
was  proved  that  the  Arabians  had  the  robbera 
amongst  them. 

2.  When  the  day  appointed  for  payment  of 
the  money  was  past,  without  Sylleus's  per- 
forming any  part  of  his  agreement,  and  he 
was  gone  to  Rome,  Herod  demanded  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money,  and  that  the  robbers  that 
were  in  .Arabia  should  be  delivered  up;  and, 
by  the  permission  of  Saturninus  and  Volum- 
nius, executed  the  judgment  himself  upon 
those  that  were  refractory.  He  took  an  army 
that  he  had,  and  led  it  into  Arabia,  and  in 
three  days'  time  marched  seven  mansions; 
and  when  he  came  to  the  gariison  wherein 
the  robbers  were,  he  made  an  assault  upon 
them,  and  took  them  all,  and  demolished  the 
place,  which  was  called  Raepta,  but  did  no 
harju  to  any  others.  But  as  the  Arabians 
came  to  their  assistance,  under  Naceb  their 

•  These  joint  presidents  of  *^yria.  Saturninus  and  Vo- 
Inmnius.  wcr,-  iMt  perii^ips  ol  equil  authority,  but  the  I  at* 
ter  like  a  procurator  uuUt-r  the  turiner.  ub  the  very  learned 
Nori«  and  Paifi.  and  with  ttifm  Dr.  Hudsoa,  detetmiwsk 

3  K 


450 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS. 


BOOK  xri. 


Mptain,  there  ensued  a  battle,  wherein  a  few 
of  Herod's  soldiers,  and  Kaceb,  the  captain 
of  the  Arabians,  and  about  twenty  of  his  sol- 
diers fell,  while  the  rest  betook  themselves  to 
flight.  So  when  he  had  brought  these  to  pun- 
ishment, he  placed  three  thousand  Idumeans 
in  Trachonitis,  and  thereby  restrained  the  rob- 
bers that  were  there.  He  also  sent  an  account 
to  the  captains  that  were  about  Phoenicia,  and 
demonstrated  that  he  had  done  nothing  but 
what  he  ought  to  do,  in  punishing  the  refrac- 
tory Arabians,  which,  upon  an  exact  inquiry, 
they  found  to  be  no  more  than  what  was  true. 
3.  However,  messengers  were  hasted  away 
to  SyUeus  to  Rome,  and  informed  him  what 
had  been  done,  and,  as  is  usual,  aggravated 
every  thing.  Now  SyUeus  had  already  in- 
sinuated himself  into  the  knowledge  of  Ciesar, 
ajid  was  then  about  the  palace;  and  as  soon 
as  he  beard  of  these  things,  be  changed  his 
habit  into  black,  and  went  in,  and  told  Cse- 
sar  that  Arabia  was  afflicted  with  war,  and 
that  all  his  kingdom  was  in  great  confusion, 
upon  Herod's  laying  it  waste  with  his  army; 
and  he  said,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  that 
two  thousand  live  hundred  of  the  principal 
men  among  the  Arabians  had  been  destroyed, 
and  that  their  captain  N'acebus,  his  familiar 
friend  and  kinsman,  was  slain;  and  that  tlie 
riches  that  were  at  Raepta  were  carried  off; 
and  that  Obodas  was  despised,  whose  intirm 
fitate  of  body  rendered  him  unlit  for  war;  on 
which  account,  neither  he  nor  the  Arabian 
army  were  present.  When  Sylleus  said  so, 
and  added  invidiously,  that  he  u'uuld  not  him- 
self have  come  out  of  the  country,  unless  he 
had  believed  that  Csesar  would  have  provided 
that  they  should  all  have  peace  one  with  ano- 
ther, and  that,  had  he  been  there,  he  would 
have  taken  care  that  the  war  should  not  have 
been  to  Herod's  advantage.  Ca;sar  was  pro- 
voked when  this  was  said;  and  asked  no  more 
than  this  one  question,  both  of  Herod's  frieiuls 
that  were  there,  and  of  his  own  friends,  who 
were  come  from  Syria,  Whether  Herod  had 
led  an  army  thither?  And  when  they  were 
forced  to  confess  so  much,  Ca?sar,  without 
staying  to  hear  for  what  reason  he  did  it,  and 
how  it  was  done,  grew  very  angry,  and  wrote 
to  Herod  sharply.  The  sum  of  his  epistle 
was  this,  that  whereas  of  old  he  had  used  him 
as  his  friend,  he  should  now  use  him  as  his 
subject.  Sylleus  also  wrote  an  account  of  this 
to  the  Arabians,  who  were  so  elevated  with 
it,  that  they  neither  delivered  up  the  robbers 
that  had  tied  to  them,  nor  paiif  the  money 
that  was  due:  they  retained  those  pastures 
also  which  they  had  hired,  and  kept  them 
without  paying  their  rent,  and  all  this  because 
the  king  of  the  Jews  was  now  in  a  low  con- 
dition, by  reason  of  Cesar's  anger  at  him. 
Those  of  Trachonitis  also  made  use  of  this 
opportunity,  and  rose  up  against  the  Idumean 
garrison,  and  tbllowed  the  same  way  of  ruh- 
bing  witli  th«   Arabians,    who  had    pillaged 


their  country,  and  were  more  rigid  in  their 
unjust  proceedings,  not  only  in  order  to  get 
by  it,  but  by  way  of  revenge  also. 

4.  Now  Herod  was  forced  to  bear  all  this, 
that  confidence  of  bis  being  quite  gone  with 
which  Caesar's  favour  used  to  inspire  him; 
for  Cxsar  would  not  admit  so  u]ueh  as  an 
embassage  from  him,  to  make  an  apology  for 
him;  and  when  they  came  again,  he  sent 
them  away  without  success:  so  he  was  cast 
into  sadness  and  fear;  and  Sylleus's  circum- 
stance.<i  grieved  him  exceedingly,  who  was 
now  believed  by  Caesar,  and  was  present  at 
Rome,  nay,  sometimes  aspiring  higher.  Now 
it  came  to  pass  that  Obodas  was  dead:  and 
iEneas,  whose  name  was  afterward  changed 
to  Aretas,*  took  the  government,  for  Sylleus 
endeavoured  by  calumnies  to  get  him  turned 
out  of  his  principality,  that  he  might  himself 
take  it;  with  which  design  he  gave  much 
money  to  the  courtiers,  and  promised  much 
money  to  Coesar,  who  indeed  was  angry  that 
Aretas  had  not  sent  to  him  first  before  he 
took  the  kingdom,  yet  did  .£neas  send  an 
epistle  and  presents  to  Cwsar,  ami  a  crown  of 
gold,  of  the'  weight  of  many  talents.  Now 
that  epistle  accused  Sylleus  as  having  been  a 
wicked  servant,  and  having  killed  Obodas  by 
poison;  and  that  while  he  was  alive,  he  had 
governed  him  as  he  pleased;  and  had  also 
debauched  the  wives  of  the  Arabians;  and 
had  borrowed  money,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
dominion  for  himself:  }'et  did  not  Cxsar  give 
heed  to  these  accusations,  but  sent  bis  ambas- 
sadors back,  without  receiving  any  of  his  pre- 
sents, liut  in  the  mean  time  the  affairs  of 
Judea  and  Arabia  became  viorse  and  worse, 
partly  because  of  the  anarchy  they  were  un. 
der,  and  partly  heciuse,  bad  as  they  were, 
nobody  had  power  to  govern  them;  for  ot 
the  two  kings,  the  one  was  not  yet  confirmed 
in  his  kingdom,  and  so  had  not  authority  suf- 
ficient to  restrain  the  evil  doers;  and  as  for 
Herod,  Caesar  was  immediately  angry  at  him 
for  having  avenged  himself,  and  so  he  was 
compelled  to  bear  all  the  injuries  that  were 
offered  him.  At  length,  when  he  saw  no  end 
of  the  mischief  which  surrounded  him,  he 
resolved  to  send  ambassadors  to  Rome  again, 
to  see  whether  his  friends  had  prevailed  to 
mitigate  C:esar,  and  to  address  thenjselves  to 
C;esar  himself;  and  the  ambassador  he  sent 
thither  was  Nicolaus  of  Damascus. 

•  This  Arttas  was  now  become  so  eslahlished  a  namfl 
for  tile  kings  ot  Arabia  [at  Pelra  and  Uaniasciisj.  Unit 
when  llie  crown  came  lo  this  ^neas,  he  changed  hit 
name  lo  Aretas,  as  Havercamp  here  jusUy  obwn'ti* 
See  Antiq.  b.  xiii.  ch.  xv.  sect.  2. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

How  ECRYCLES  FALSELT  ACCUSED  HEROd's 
SONS;  AND  HOW  THEIR  FATHER  BOUND 
THEM,  AND  WROTE  TO  CiESAB  ABOUT 
THEM.  OF  SYLLEUS;  AND  HOW  HE  WAS 
ACCUSED  BY  KXCOLAUS. 

§  1.  The  disorders  about  Herod's  family  and 
children  about  tbis  time  grew  much  worse;  for 
it  now  appeared  certain,  nor  was  it  unforeseen 
beforehand,  that  fortune  threatened  the  great- 
est and  most  insupportable  misfortunes  pos- 
sible to  his  kingdom.  Its  progress  and 
augmentation  at  this  time  arose  on  the  occasion 
following: — One  Eurjcles,  a  Lacedemonian 
(a  person  of  note  there,  but  a  man  of  a  per- 
verse mind,  and  so  cunning  in  his  ways  of 
voluptuousness  and  flattery,  as  to  indulge 
both,  and  yet  seem  to  indulge  neither  of 
them),  came  in  his  travels  to  Herod,  and 
made  him  presents,  but  so  that  he  received  | 
more  presents  from  him.  He  also  took  such 
proper  seasons  for  insinuating  himself  into 
his  friendship,  that  he  bccunie  one  of  the  most 
intimate  of  the  king's  friends.  He  had  his 
lodging  in  Antipater's  house;  but  be  had  not 
only  access,  but  free  conversation,  with  Alex-  [ 
ander,  as  pi-cteiiding  to  him  that  he  was  .n 
great  favvur  with  Arehelaus,  the  king  of 
Cappadocia;  whence  be  pretended  much  re- 
spect to  Glapbyra,  and,  in  an  occal!  manner, 
cultivated  a  friendship  with  them  all,  but 
always  attending  to  wh^it  was  said  and  done, 
that  he  might  be  furnislud  with  calumnies  to 
please  them  all.  In  short,  he  behaved  himself 
so  to  every  body  in  lus  conversation,  as  to 
appear  to  be  his  particular  friend,  and  he 
made  others  believe  that  his  being  anywhere 
was  for  that  person's  advantage.  So  he  won 
upon  Alexander,  wlio  was  but  young;  and 
persuaded  him,  that  he  might  open  his 
grievances  to  him  mth  assurance,  and  with 
nobody  else.  So  he  declared  his  grief  to  him, 
how  his  father  was  alienated  from  him.  He 
related  to  him  also  the  affairs  of  his  mother, 
and  of  Antipater;  that  he  had  driven  them 
from  their  proper  dignity,  and  had  the  power 
over  every  thing  himself;  that  no  part  of  this 
was  tolerable,  since  his  father  was  already 
come  to  bate  them;  and  he  added,  that  be 
would  neither  admit  them  to  his  table  nor  to 
his  conversation.  Such  were  the  complaints, 
as  was  but  natural,  of  Alexander  about  the 
tilings  that  troubled  him:  and  these  discourses 
Eurycles  carried  to  Antipater,  and  told  him, 
he  did  not  inform  him  of  this  on  his  own 
account,  but  that  being  overcome  by  his  kind- 
ness, the  great  importance  of  the  thing  obliged 
him  to  do  it:  and  he  warned  him  to  have  a 
care  of  Altiander,  for  that  what  he  said  was 
spoken  with  Veheroency,  ^nd  that,  in  conse- 
<|iiL>nce  of  what  he  said,  be  would  certainly 
kill    him   vrith   his   own    hand.     Whereupon 


Antipater,  thinking  him  to  be  his  {rieud 
by  this  advice,  gave  him  presents  upon  all 
occasions,  and  at  length  persuaded  him  to 
inform  Herod  of  what  he  had  heard.  So 
when  he  related  to  the  king  Alexander's  ill 
temper,  as  discovered  by  the  words  he  bad 
heard  him  speak,  he  was  easily  believed  by 
him;  and  be  thereby  brought  the  king  tu 
that  pass,  turning  him  about  by  bis  words, 
and  irritating  hlui,  till  he  increased  his  hatred 
to  him,  and  made  him  implacable,  which  he 
showed  at  that  very  time,  for  he  immediately 
gave  Eurycles  a  present  of  fifty  talents;  who, 
when  he  had  gotten  them,  went  to  Arehelaus, 
king  of  Cappadocia,  and  commended  Alex- 
ander before  him,  and  told  him  that  he  had 
been  many  ways  of  advantage  to  him,  in 
making  a  reconciliation  between  him  and  his 
father.  So  be  got  money  from  him  also, 
and  went  away,  before  his  pernicious  prac- 
tices were  found  out;  but  when  Eurycles  was 
returned  to  Lacedemon,  be  did  not  leave  off 
doing  mischief;  and  so,  for  his  many  acts  of  in- 
justice, he  was  banished  from  his  own  country. 

2.  But  as  for  the  king  of  the  Jews,  he  was 
not  now  in  the  temper  be  was  in  formerly 
towards  Alexander  and  .\ristobulus,  when  he 
had  been  content  with  the  hearing  their 
calumnies  when  others  told  him  of  them,  but 
be  was  now  come  to  that  pass  as  to  hate  them 
himself,  and  to  urge  men  to  speak  against 
them,  though  they  did  not  do  it  of  themselves. 
He  also  observed  all  that  was  said,  and  put 
questions,  and  gave  ear  to  every  one  that 
would  but  speak,  if  they  could  but  say  any 
thing  against  them,  till  at  length  he  heard  that 
Euaratus  of  Cos  was  a  conspirator  with  Alex 
ander;  which  thing  to  Herod  was  the  most 
agreeable  and  sweetest  news  imaginable. 

3.  But  still  a  greater  misfortune  came 
upon  the  young  men;  while  the  calumnies 
against  them  were  continually  increased,  and, 
as  a  man  may  say,  one  would  think  it  was 
every  one's  endeavour  to  lay  some  grievoufl 
thing  to  their  charge,  which  might  appear  to 
be  for  the  king's  preservation.  There  were 
two  guards  of  Herod's  body,  who  were  in 
great  esteem  for  their  great  strength  and  tall- 
ness,  Jucundus  and  Tyrannus;  these  men 
had  been  cast  off  by  Herod,  who  was  dis- 
pleased at  them;  these  now  used  to  ride  along 
with  Alexander,  and  for  their  skill  in  their 
e.xerdses  were  in  great  esteem  with  him,  and 
had  some  gold  and  other  gifts  bestowed  on 
them.  Now  the  king,  having  an  immediate 
suspicion  of  these  men, had  them  tortured;  who 
endured  the  torture  courageously  for  a  long' 
time;  but  at  last  confessed  that  Alexander 
would  have  persuaded  them  to  kill  Herod 
when  he  was  in  pursuit  of  the  wild  beasts, 
that  it  might  be  said  he  fell  from  his  horse, 
and  was  run  through  with  his  own  spear,  for 
that  he  had  once  such  a  misfortune  formerly. 
They  also  showed  where  there  was  money 
hidden  in  the  stable,  unc'er  groimd-,  and  these 
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rorwietei  the  king's  chief  hunter,  that  he  had 
given  the  young  men  the  royal  hunting-spears 
and  weapons  to  Alexander's  dependants,  and 
at  Alexander's  command. 

4.  After  these,  the  commander  of  the  gar- 
rison of  Alexandrium  was  caught  and  tortured; 
for  he  was  accused  to  have  promised  to 
receive  the  young  men  into  his  fortress,  and 
to  supply  them  with  that  money  of  the  king's 
which  was  laid  up  in  that  fortress,  yet  did  not 
he  acknowledge  any  thing  of  it  himself;  but 
his  son  came  in,  and  said  it  was  so,  and  deli- 
vered up  the  writing,  which,  so  far  as  could 
be  guessed,  was  in  Alexander's  hand.  Its 
contents  were  these :  —  "  When  we  have 
finished,  by  God's  help,  all  that  we  have 
proposed  to  do,  we  will  come  to  you;  but  do 
your  endeavours,  as  you  have  promised,  to  re- 
ceive us  into  your  fortress."  After  this  writ- 
ing was  produced,  Uerod  had  no  doubt  about 
the  treacherous  liesigns  of  his  sons  against 
him;  but  Alexander  said  that  Diophantus, 
the  scribe,  had  imitated  his  hand,  and  that  the 
paper  was  maliciously  drawn  up  by  .\.ntipater; 
tor  Diophantus  appeared  to  he  very  cunning 
io  such  practices;  and  as  be  was  afterward 
convicted  of  forging  other  papers,  he  was 
put  to  death  for  it. 

5.  So  the  king  produced  those  that  had  been 
tortured  before  the  multitude  at  Jericho,  in 
order  to  have  them  accuse  the  young  men, 
which  accusers  many  of  the  people  stoned  to 
deatii ;  and  when  they  were  going  to  kill 
Alexander  and  Aristobulus  likewise,  the  king 
would  not  permit  them  to  do  so,  but  restrained 
the  multitude,  by  means  of  Ptolemy  and 
Pberoras.  However,  the  young  men  were 
put  under  a  guard,  and  kept  in  custody,  that 
nobody  might  come  at  them ;  and  all  that 
they  did  or  said  was  watched,  and  the  re- 
proach and  fear  they  were  in  was  little  or 
nothing  different  from  those  of  condemned 
criminals;  and  one  of  them,  who  was  Aristo- 
bulus, was  so  deeply  affected,  that  he  brought 
Salome,  who  was  his  aunt,  and  his  mother-in- 
law,  to  lament  with  him  for  his  calamities,  and 
to  hate  him  who  had  suffered  things  to  come 
to  that  pass;  when  he  said  to  her,  '*  Art  thou 
not  in  danger  of  destruction  also,  while  the 
report  goes  that  thou  ha<l»t  disclosed  before- 
hand all  our  affairs  to  Sylleus,  when  thou 
wast  in  hopes  of  being  mariied  to  him  ?" 
But  she  immediately  carried  those  words  to 
her  brother:  upon  this  be  was  out  of  patience, 
and  gave  command  to  bind  him ;  and  enjoined 
them  both,  now  they  were  kept  separate  one 
from  the  other,  to  write  down  all  the  ill 
things  they  had  done  against  their  father,  and 
bring  the  writings  to  him.  So  when  this  was 
enjoined  them,  they  wrote  this:  that  they  had 
laid  no  treacherous  designs,  nor  made  any 
preparations  against  their  father,  but  that  they 
liAd  intended  to  dy  away  ;  and  that  by  the 
distress  they  were  in,  their  lives  being  now 
uncertain  und  tedious  to  them. 


6.  About  this  time  there  came  an  ambassa- 
dor out  of  Cappadocia  from  Archelaus,  whos* 
name  was  Melas;  he  was  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal rulers  under  him.  So  Herod  being 
desirous  to  show  Archelaus's  ill-will  to  hiu., 
called  for  Alexander,  as  he  was  in  his  bonds, 
and  asked  him  again  concerning  his  flight, 
whether  and  how  they  had  resolved  to  retire: 
Alexander  replied,  —  To  Archelaus,  who  had 
promised  to  send  them  away  to  Rome;  but 
that  they  had  no  wicked  or  mischievous  de- 
signs against  their  father,  and  that  nothing  of 
that  nature  which  their  adversaries  had  charged 
upon  them  was  true;  und  that  their  desire 
was,  that  he  might  have  examined  Tyrannus 
and  Jucundus  more  strictly,  but  that  they 
had  been  suddenly  slain  by  the  means  of  An- 
tipater,  who  put  his  own  friends  among  the 
multitude  [fur  that  purpose]. 

7.  When  this  was  said,  Herod  commanded 
thut  both  Alexander  and  Melas  should  be 
carried  to  Glaphyra,  Archelaus's  daughter,  and 
that  she  should  be  asked,  whether  she  did  not 
know  ioinewhat  of  Alexander's  treacherous 
designs  against  Herod  ?  Now  as  soon  as 
they  were  come  to  her,  and  she  saw  Alexander 
in  bonds,  she  beat  her  head,  and  in  great  con- 
sternation, gave  a  deep  and  a  moving  groan. 
The  young  man  also  tell  into  tears.  This  was 
so  miserable  a  rpcctacje  to  those  present,  that, 
for  a  great  while,  they  were  not  able  to  say  or 
to  do  any  thing;  but  at  length  Ptolemy,  who 
was  ordered  to  bring  Alexander,  bade  him 
say  whether  his  wife  were  conscious  of  bis 
actions.  He  replied,  **  How  is  it  possible  that 
she,  whom  I  love  better  than  my  own  soul, 
and  by  whom  1  have  had  children,  should  not 
know  what  I  do?"  Upon  which  she  cried 
out,  that  she  knew  of  no  wicked  designs  of 
his ;  but  that  yet,  if  her  accusing  herself 
falsely  would  tend  to  his  preservation,  she 
would  confess  it  all.  Alexander  replied, 
'*  There  is  no  such  wickedness  as  those  (who 
ought  the  least  of  all  so  to  do)  suspect,  which 
either  1  have  imagined,  or  thou  knowest  of,  but 
this  only,  that  we  had  resolved  to  retire  to 
Archelaus,  and  from  thence  to  Rome."  Which 
she  also  confessed.  Upon  which  Herod, 
supposing  that  Archelaus's  ill-will  to  him  was 
fully  proved,  sent  a  letter  by  Olympus  and 
Volumnius;  and  bade  thcni,  as  they  sailed  by, 
to  touch  at  Eleusa  of  Cihcia,  and  give  Arche- 
laus the  letter.  And  tliat  when  they  had 
expostulated  with  him,  that  he  had  a  hand 
in  his  son's  treacherous  design  against  him, 
they  should  from  thence  sail  to  Rome  ;  and 
that,  in  case  they  found  Nicolaus  had  gained 
any  ground,  and  that  Csesar  was  no  longer 
displeased  at  him,  he  should  give  him  his  let- 
ters, and  the  proof  which  he  had  ready  to  show 
against  the  young  men.  As  to  Archelaus,  he 
made  this  defence  for  hiniself,  that  he  had 
promised  to  receive  the  young  men,  because 
It  was  both  for  thtir  u\vn  and  their  futhirr's 
advantage  so   to   do,    le»,t   souie    loo    severe 
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procedure  shoold  be  gone  upon  in  that  anger 
and  disorrter  they  were  in  on  occasion  of  the 
present  rjspirioiis;  but  that  stiil  he  had  not 
promised  to  send  them  to  Csesar;  and  that  he 
Lad  not  promised  any  thing  else  to  the  young 
men  that  could  show  any  ill-«Hll  to  bim. 

8.  When  these  ambassadors  were  come  to 
Rome,  they  had  a  fit  opportunity  of  delivering 
their  letters  to  Cssar,  because  they  found  bim 
reconciled  to  Herod ;  for  the  circumstances 
of  Nicolaus's  embassage  had  been  as  follows: — 
As  soon  as  he  was  come  to  Rome,  and  was 
about  the  court,  he  did  not  first  of  all  set 
bout  what  he  was  come  for  only,  but  he 
bought  fit  also  to  accuse  Sylleus.  Now,  the 
Arabians,  even  before  he  came  to  talk  with 
them,  were  quarrelling  one  with  another;  and 
some  of  them  left  Sylleus's  party,  and  joining 
themselves  to  Nicolaus,  informed  bim  of  all  the 
wicked  things  that  had  been  done;  and  pro- 
duced to  him  evident  demonstrations  of  the 
slaughter  of  a  great  number  of  Obodas's 
friends  by  Sylleus;  for  when  these  men  left 
Sylleus,  they  had  carried  off  with  them  those 
letters  whereby  they  could  convict  him.  When 
Nicolaus  saw  such  an  opportunity  afforded 
him,  he  made  use  of  it,  in  order  to  gain  his 
own  point  afterward,  and  endeavoured  imme- 
diately to  make  a  reconciliation  between 
Cxsar  and  Herod;  for  he  was  fully  satisfied, 
that  if  he  should  desire  to  make  a  defence  for 
Herod  directly,  he  should  not  be  allowed  that 
liberty;  but  that  if  he  desired  to  accuse  Syl- 
leus, there  would  an  occasion  present  itself 
of  speaking  on  Herod's  behalf.  So  when  the 
cause  was  ready  for  a  hearing,  and  the  day 
was  appointed,  Nicolaus,  while  Aretas's  am- 
bassadors were  present,  accused  Sylleus,  and 
said  that  he  imputed  to  him  the  destruction 
of  the  king  [Obodas],  and  of  many  others  of 
the  Arabians:  that  he  had  borrowed  money 
for  no  good  design;  and  he  proved  that  he 
nad  been  guilty  of  adultery,  not  only  with  the 
Arabian,  but  Roman  women  also.  And  he 
added,  that  above  all  the  rest  he  had  alienated 
Ciesar  from  Herod;  and  that  all  that  he  had 
gaid  about  the  actions  of  Herod  were  falsi- 
ties. When  Nicolaus  was  come  to  this  topic, 
Caesar  stopped  him  from  going  on,  and 
desired  him  only  to  speak  to  this  alfoir  of 
Herod,  and  to  show  that  he  had  not  led  an 
army  into  Arabia,  nor  slain  two  thousand  five 
hundred  men  there,  nor  taken  prisoners,  nor 
pillaged  the  country.  To  which  Nicolaus 
made  this  answer:  —  "I  shall  principally 
demonstrate,  that  either  nothing  at  all,  or  but 
a  very  little,  of  those  imputations  are  true,  of 
which  thou  hast  been  informed;  for  had  they 
been  true,  thou  niightest  justly  have  been  still 
more  angry  at  Uerod."  At  this  strange  as- 
sertion, CiEsar  was  very  attentive;  and  Nico- 
laus said,  that  there  was  a  debt  due  to  Herod 
of  five  hundred  talents,  and  a  bond,  wherein 
t  was  written,  that  if  the  time  appointed  be 
clapped,  it  should  be  lawful  to  make  a  seizure 


out  of  any  part  of  bis  country.  "  As  for  the  i 
pretended  army,"  he  said,  "  it  was  no  army, 
but  a  party  sent  out  to  require  the  just  pay- 
ment of  the  money:  that  this  was  not  sent 
immediately,  nor  so  soon  as  the  bond  allowed, 
but  that  Sylleus  had  frequently  come  before 
Saturninus  and  Volumnius,  the  presidents  of 
Syria:  and  that  at  last  he  had  sworn  at  Be- 
rytus,  by  thy  fortune,"  that  be  would  cer- 
tainly pay  the  money  within  thirty  days,  and 
deliver  up  the  fugitives  that  were  under  his 
dominion.  And  that  when  Sylleus  had  per- 
formed nothing  of  this,  Herod  came  again 
before  the  presidents;  and  upon  their  per- 
mission to  make  a  seizure  for  his  money,  he, 
with  ditbculty,  went  out  of  bis  country  with  ■ 
a  party  of  soldiers  for  that  purpose.  And 
this  is  all  the  war  which  these  men  so  tragi- 
cally  describe;  and  this  is  the  affair  of  the 
expedition  into  Arabia.  And  how  can  this 
be  called  a  war,  when  thy  presidents  permit- 
ted it,  the  covenants  allowed  it,  and  it  was 
not  executed  till  thy  name,  O  Casar,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  other  gods,  had  been  profaned? 
And  now  I  must  speak  in  order  about  the 
c-iptives.  There  were  robbers  that  dwelt  in 
Trachonitis: — at  first  their  number  was  no 
more  than  forty,  but  they  became  more  after- 
wards, and  they  escaped  the  punishment  He- 
ro<I  would  have  inflicted  on  them,  by  making 
Arabia  their  refuge.  Sylleus  received  them, 
and  supported  them  with  food,  that  they  might 
be  mischievous  to  all  mankind;  and  gave  them 
a  country  to  inhabit,  and  himself  received  the 
gains  they  made  by  robbery;  yet  did  he  pro- 
mise that  he  would  deliver  up  these  men,  and 
that  by  the  same  oaths  and  same  time  that  he 
sware  and  fixed  for  payment  of  his  debt:  nor 
can  he  by  any  means  show  that  any  other  per- 
sons have  at  this  time  been  taken  out  of  Ara- 
bia besides  these,  and  indeed  not  all  these 
neither,  but  only  so  many  as  could  not  con- 
ceal themselves.  And  thus  does  the  calumny 
of  the  captives,  which  hath  been  so  odiously 
represented,  appear  to  be  no  better  than  a 
fiction  and  a  lie,  made  on  purpose  to  provoke 
thy  indignation;  for  I  venture  to  affirm,  that 
when  the  forces  of  the  Arabians  came  upon 
us,  and  one  or  two  of  Herod's  party  fell,  he 
then  only  defended  himself,  and  there  fell 
Nacebus  their  general,  and  in  all  about  twentj- 
five  others,  and  no  more;  whence  Sylleus, 
by  multiplying  every  single  soldier  to  a 
hundred,  he  reckons  the  slain  to  have  beeu 
two  thousand  five  hundred." 

9.  This  provoked  Cssar  more  than  ever; 
so  he  turned  to  Sylleus  full  of  rage,  and  asked 
him  how  many  of  the  Arabians  were  slain. 
Hereupon  he  hesitated,  and  said  he  had  been 
imposed  upon.  The  covenants  were  also  read 
about  the  money  he  had  borrowed,  and  the 

*  This  oatti.  try  tke  furtune  of  Cceaar.  wai  pot  to 
Polycarp,  a  bishop  of  Smyrna,  hjr  the  Roman  governor, 
to  try  whelhor  he  were  a  Christian,  as  they  wets  then 
eiteemed  who  refu»«J  to  iwear  that  oatiL,  Martyc 
Palycarp.  K-ct.  U. 
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letters  of  the  presidents  of  Syria,  and  the 
complaints  of  the  several  cities,  so  many  as 
nad  been  injured  by  the  robbers.  The  con- 
clusion was  this,  that  Sylleus  was  condemned 
to  die,  and  that  Ciesar  was  reconciled  to 
Herod,  and  owned  his  repentance  for  what 
severe  things  he  bad  written  to  him,  occasioned 
bycalumny,  insomuch  that  he  told  Sylleus,  that 
he  had  compelled  him,  by  his  lying  account 
of  things,  to  be  guilty  of  ingratitude  against 
a  man  that  was  his  frieud.  At  the  last  all 
came  to  this, — Sylleus  was  sent  away  to 
answer  Herod's  suit,  and  to  repay  the  debt  that 
he  owed,  and  after  that  to  be  punished  [with 
death];  but  still  Caesar  was  offended  with 
Aretas,  that  he  had  taken  upon  himself  the 
government,  without  his  consent  fitat  obtained, 
for  he  had  determined  to  bestow  Arabia 
upon  Herod;  but  that  the  letters  he  had  sent 
hindered  him  from  so  doing;  for  Olympus 
and  Yolnmnius,  perceiving  that  Caesar  was 
now  become  favourable  to  Herod,  thought  fit 
immediately  to  deliver  him  the  letters  they 
were  commanded  by  Herod  to  give  him  con- 
cerning his  sons.  When  Ciesar  had  read  them, 
he  thought  it  would  not  be  proper  to  add 
another  government  to  him,  now  he  was  old, 
and  in  an  ill  state  with  relation  to  bis  sons,  so 
he  admitted  Aretas 's  ambassadors;  and  after 
he  had  just  reproved  him  for  his  rashness,  in 
not  tarrying  till  he  received  the  kingdom  from 
him,  be  accepted  of  his  presents,  and  con- 
firmed him  in  his  govercuneat. 


CH.A.PTER  XI. 

HOW  H£BOD,  BY  PEBMISSION  FROM  C.5SAE, 
ACCDSED  HIS  SONS  BEFOEE  AN  ASSEMBLY 
OF  JUDGES  AT  BEBYTUS;  AND  WHAT  TEBO 
BUFFERED,  FOB  USING  A  BOUNDLESS  AND 
MILITAEY  LIBERTY  OF  SPEECH.  CONCEBN- 
ING  ALSO  THE  DEATH  OF  THE  YOUNG  MEN, 
AND  THEIR  BUBIAL  AT  ALEXANDRIUU. 

§  1 .  So  C»5ar  was  now  reconciled  to  Herod, 
and  wrote  thus  to  him:. — That  he  was  grieved 
for  him  on  account  of  his  sons;  and  that  in 
c;ise  they  had  been  guilty  of  any  profane  and 
insolent  crimes  against  him,  it  would  behove 
him  to  punish  them  as  parricides,  for  which  he 
pave  him  power  accordingly;  but  if  they  had 
only  contrived  to  fly  away,  he  would  have 
bi.ii  give  them  an  admonition,  and  not  pro- 
ceed to  extremity  with  them.  He  also  ad- 
used  him  to  get  an  assembly  together,  and  to 
appoint  some  place  near  Berytus,'  which  is  a 
city  belonging  to  the  Romans,  and  to  take 
the  presidents  of  Syria,  and  Archelaus,  king 

•  what  Josepbus  relates  Aa^stus  to  have  here  said, 
that  Ber;ti9  was  a  city  t>eIoDgitig  t.^  the  Romans,  is  con- 
timied  by  Spanbeim's  note  here; — "It  was  (says  he)  a  co- 
lony placed  there  by  Augustus.  Whence  I'lpian,  De  Cens. 
bvl.  L.  T.  XT.  The  colony  of  Berytus  was  rendered 
tamoos  by  the  benelits  of  Cfflsar:  and  thence  it  Is,  Ihat 
among  the  coins  of  Augustus,  we  meet  wiih  some  having 
this  iafcfii/iiuni  Tba  happy  colooy  of  Au^uslua  at  11«- 


of  Cappadocia,  and  as  many  mere  as  he 
thought  to  be  illustrious  for  their  frienOsniO 
to  him,  and  the  dignities  they  were  in.  ana 
determine  what  should  be  done  by  tbejf 
approbation.  These  were  the  directions  that 
C'Ksar  gave  him.  Accordingly  Herod,  when 
the  letter  was  brought  to  him,  was  immediately 
very  glad  of  Ciesar's  reconciliation  to  him, 
and  very  glad  also  that  he  had  a  complete 
authority  given  him  over  his  sons.  And  it 
strangely  came  about,  that  whereas  before,  n 
his  adversity,  though  he  had  indeed  shown 
himself  severe,  yet  had  he  not  been  very  rasB, 
nor  hasty,  in  procuring  the  destruction  of  his 
sons;  he  now,  in  his  prosperity,  took  advan- 
tage of  this  change  for  the  better,  and  the, 
freedom  he  now  had,  to  exercise  his  hatred, 
against  them,  after  an  unheard-of  manner;  , 
he  therefore  sent  and  called  as  many  as  he  , 
thought  fit  to  this  assembly,  excepting  Arche- 
laus; for  as  for  him,  he  either  hated  him,  so 
that  he  would  not  invite  him,  or  thought  he 
would  be  an  obstacle  to  his  designs, 

2.  When  the  presidents,  and  the  rest  that . 
belonged  to  the  cities  were  come  to  Berytus,  ; 
he  kept  his  sons  in  a  certain  village  belungii.g 
to  Sidoo,  called  Platana,  but  near  to  this  city, 
that  if  they  were  called  he  might  produce 
them,  for  he  did  not  think  fit  to  bring  them 
before  the  assembly:  and  when  there  were 
one  hundred  and  fifty  assessors  present,  Herod 
came  by  himself  alone,  and  accused  his  sons, 
and  in  such  a  way  as  if  it  were  not  a  melan- 
choly accusation,  and  not  made  but  out  of 
necessity,  and  upon  the  misfortunes  he  was 
under;  indeed,  in  such  a  way  as  was  very 
indecent  for  a  father  to  accuse  his  sons,  for  he 
was  very  vehement  and  disordered  when  he 
came  to  the  demonstration  of  the  crime  they 
were  accused  of,  and  gave  the  greatest  signs 
of  passion  and  barbarity:  nor  would  he  sutfer 
the  assessors  to  consider  of  the  weight  of  the 
evidence,  but  asserted  them  to  be  true  by  his 
own  authority,  after  a  manner  most  indecent 
in  a  father  againsphis  sons,  and  read  himself, 
what  they  themselves  had  written,  wherein 
there  was  no  confession  of  any  plots  or  con- 
trivances against  hiin,  but  only  how  they 
had  concnved  to  fly  away,  and  containing 
withal  certain  reproaches  against  him,  on 
account  of  the  ill-will  he  bare  them;  and  when 
he  caine  to  those  reproaches,  he  cried  out, 
most  of  ^1,  and  exaggerated  what  they  said,  - 
as  if  they  had  confessed  the  design  against 
him, — and  took  his  oath  that  he  had  rather' 
lose  his  life  than  hear  such  reproachful  words. 
At  last  be  said  that  he  had  sut)icient  authority, 
both  by  nature  and  by  Cesar's  grant  to  him, 
[to  do  what  he  thought  tit.]  He  also  added 
an  allegation  of  a  law  of  their  country,  which 
enjoined  this: — That  if  parents  laid  their 
hands  on  the  bead  of  him  that  was  accused,, 
the  standcrs  by  were  obliged  to  cast  stones  at 
him,  and  thereby  to  slay  him;  which  though 
h$  were  |e»dy  tQ.dQ.iu.  his  own  pntintry.  aiid. 
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kiiigdocn,  yet  did  he  wait  for  their  determina- 
tkit;  and  yet  they  came  thither  not  so  much 
as  judges,  to  condemn  them  for  such  manifest 
dfsipiis  against  him,  whereby  be  had  almost 
perished  by  his  sons'  means,  but  as  persons 
that  bad  an  opportunity  of  showing  their  de- 
testation of  such  practices,  and  declaring  how 
unworthy  a  thing  it  must  be  in  any,  even  the 
most  remote,  to  pass  over  such  treacherous 
designs  [without  punishment]. 

S.  When  the  king  had  said  this,  and  the 
young  men  had  not  been  produced  to  make 
any  defence  for  themselves,  the  assessors  per- 
ceived there  was  no  room  for  equity  and  re- 
conciliation, so  they  confirmed  his  authority. 
And  in  the  first  place,  Saturninus,  a  pere^un 
that  had  been  consul,  and  one  of  great  dignity, 
pronounced  bis  sentence,  but  with  great 
moderation  and  trouble;  and  said,  that  he 
condeinnefl  Herod's  sons;  but  did  not  think 
they  should  be  put  to  death.  He  had  sons 
of  his  own;  and  to  put  one's  son  to  death,  is 
a  greater  misfortune  than  any  other  that  could 
befal  him  by  their  means.  After  him  Sutur- 
ninus's  sons,  for  he  had  three  sons  that  fol- 
lowed him,  and  were  his  legates,  pronounced 
the  same  sentence  with  their  father.  On  the 
contrary,  Vulumnius's  sentence  was  to  inflict 
death  on  such  as  had  been  so  impiously  un- 
dutiful  to  their  father;  and  the  greatest  part 
oi  the  rest  said  tiie  same,  insomuch  that  the 
conclusion  seemed  to  be,  that  the  young  men 
were  condemned  to  die.  Immediately  after 
this,  Herod  came  away  from  thence,  and  took 
his  sons  to  Tyre,  where  Nicolaus  met  him  in 
his  voyage  from  Rome;  of  whom  he  inquired, 
utter  ho  had  related  to  him  what  had  passed  at 
Berytus,  what  his  sentiments  were  about  his 
sons,  and  what  his  friends  at  Rome  thought 
of  that  matter.  IIU  answer  was,  '*  That  what 
they  had  determined  to  do  to  thee  was  im- 
pious, and  that  thou  oughtest  to  keep  them  in 
prison:  and  if  thou  thinkest  any  thing  farther 
necessary,  thou  mayest  indeed  so  punish  them, 
that  thou  mayest  not  appear  to  indulge  thy 
anger  more  than  to  govern  thyself  by  judg- 
ment; but  if  thou  inclinest  to  the  milder  side, 
thou  mayest  absolve  them,  lest  perhaps  thy 
misfortunes  be  rendered  incurable:  and  this 
is  the  opinion  of  the  greatest  part  of  thy 
friends  at  Rome  also."  Whereupon  Herod 
was  silent,  and  in  great  thoughtfulness,  and 
bade  Nicolaus  sail  along  with  him. 

4.  Now  as  they  came  to  Cesarea,  every 
body  was  there  talking  of  Herod's  sons;  and 
the  kingdom  was  in  suspense,  and  the  people 
in  great  expectation  of  what  would  become 
of  them,  for  a  terrible  fear  seized  upon  all 
men,  lest  the  ancient  disorders  of  the  family 
should  come  to  a  sad  conclusion,  and  they 
were  in  great  trouble  about  their  sufferings; 
nor  was  it  without  danger  to  say  ariv  rash 
tnmg  about  this  matter,  nor  even  to  hear  ano- 
tiier  saying  it,  hut  men's  pity  was  forced  to 
De  shut  up  in  themselves,  which  rendered  the- 


excess  of  their  sorrow  very  irksome,  but  very 
silent;  yet  was  there  an  old  soldier  of  Herod's, 
whose  name  was  Tero,  who  had  a  son  of  the 
same  age  as  Alexander,  and  his  friend,  who 
was  so  very  free  as  opeidy  to  speak  out  what 
others  silently  thought  about  that  matter ;  and 
was  forced  to  cry  out  often  among  the  mul- 
titude, and  sjiid,  in  the  most  unguarded 
manner,  that  truth  was  perished,  and  justice 
taken  away  from  men,  while  lies  and  ill-will 
prevailed,  and  brought  such  a  mist  before 
public  affairs,  that  the  offenders  were  not 
able  to  see  the  greatest  mischiefs  that  can 
bcfttl  men.  And  as  he  was  so  bold,  he  seemed 
not  to  have  kept  himself  out  of  danger,  by 
speaking  so  freely;  but  the  reasonableness  of 
what  he  said  moved  men  to  regard  him  as 
having  behaved  himself  with  great  manhood, 
and  this  at  a  proper  time  also,  lor  which 
reason  every  one  heard  what  he  said  with 
pleasure:  and  although  they  first  took  care  of 
their  own  safety  by  keeping  silent  themselves, 
yet  did  they  kindly  receive  the  great  freedom 
he  took;  for  the  expectation  they  were  in 
of  80  great  an  affliction,  put  a  force  upon 
them  to  speak  of  Tero  whatsoever  they  pleased. 
5.  This  nmn  had  thrust  himself  into  the 
king's  presence  with  the  greatest  freedom,  and 
desired  to  speak  with  him  by  himself  alone, 
which  the  king  permitted  him  to  do;  where  he 
said  this: — *'  Since  I  um  not  able,  O  king,  to 
bear  up  under  so  great  a  concern  as  I  am  under, 
I  have  preferred  the  use  of  this  bold  liberty 
that  I  now  take,  which  may  be  for  thy  advan- 
tage, if  thou  mind  to  get  any  profit  by  it, 
before  my  own  safety.  Whither  is  thy  under- 
standing gone,  and  left  thy  soul  empty? 
M'hither  is  that  extraordinary  sagacity  of  thine 
gone,  whereby  thou  hast  performed  so  many 
and  such  glorious  actions?  Whence  comes  this 
solitude,  arul  desertion  of  thy  friends  and  rela- 
tions? Of  which  I  cannot  but  determine  that 
they  are  neither  thy  friends  nor  relations,  while 
they  overlook  such  horrid  wickedness  in  thy 
once  happy  kingdom.  Dost  not  thou  perceive 
what  is  doing?  Wilt  thou  slay  these  two  young 
men,  born  of  thy  queen,  who  are  accomplished 
with  every  virtut  in  the  highest  degree,  and 
leave  thyself  destitute  in  thy  old  age,  but 
exposed  to  one  son,  who  hath  very  ill  managed 
the  hopes  thou  hast  given  him,  and  to  relations, 
whose  death  thou  ha<t  so  often  resolved  on 
thyself?  Dost  not  thou  take  notice,  that  the 
very  silence  of  the  multitude  at  once  sees  the 
crime,  and  abhors  the  fact?  The  whole  army 
and  the  ollicers  have  commiseration  on  the 
poor  unhappy  youths,  and  hatred  to  those 
that  are  the  actors  in  this  matter."  —  These 
words  the  king  heard,  and  for  some  time  with 
good  temper.  But  what  can  one  say?  When' 
Tero  plainly  touched  upon  the  bad  behaviour 
and  perridiousness  of  his  domestics,  he  was 
moved  at  it;  but  Tero  went  on  farther,  and 
by  de^Tees  used  an  unbounded  military  free- 
dom ot  fcpfecb,  nor  was  be  sn  wull  iiisciplin«d' 
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as  to  accommodate  himself  to  the  time:  so 
IIiTwi  was  grentlj  disturbed,  and  seemed  to 
be  rather  reproached  by  this  speech,  thaii  to 
be  hearing  what  was  for  his  advajitage,  while 
he  learned  thereby  that  both  the  soldiers 
abhorred  the  thing  be  was  about,  and  the  oHi- 
cers  bad  indignation  at  it,  be  gave  order  that 
all  whom  Tero  had  named,  and  Tero  himseli, 
should  be  bound  and  kept  in  prison. 

0.  When  this  was  over,  one  Trypho,  who 
was  the  king's  barber,  took  the  opportunity, 
and  came  and  told  the  king  that  Tero  woulil 
often  have  persuaded  him,  when  he  trinnned 
him  with  a  razor,  to  cut  his  throat,  for  that 
by  this  means  he  should  be  among  the  chief 
of  Alexander's  friends,  and  receive  great  re- 
wards from  him.  When  he  hail  said  this,  the 
king  gave  order  that  Tero,  and  his  son,  and 
the  barber,  should  be  tortured,  which  was  done 
accordingly;  but  while  Tero  bore  up  bimseli, 
bis  son,  seeing  his  fctber  already  in  a  sad  case, 
and  with  no  hope  of  deliverance,  and  perceiv- 
ing what  would  be  the  co^cquence  of  his 
terrible  sufferings,  said,  that  if  tie  king  would 
free  him  and  his  father  fr\>m  these  torments 
for  what  be  should  say,  he  noulil  tell  the 
truth.  And  when  the  Idng  hud  given  his 
word  to  do  so,  he  said  that  there  was  an  agree- 
ment made,  that  Tero  should  lay  violent  handj 
on  the  king,  because  it  was  eiisy  for  him  to 
come  when  he  was  alone;  and  that  if,  when  he 
had  ilone  the  thing,  he  should  sutfer  death  fur 
it,  as  was  not  unlikely,  it  would  be  an  act  of 
generosity  done  in  favour  of  Alexander.  This 
was  what  Tero's  son  said,  and  thereby  freed 
his  father  from  the  distress  he  was  in;  but  un- 
certiiin  it  is  whether  he  had  been  thus  forced  to 
speak  what  was  true,  or  whether  it  were  a  con- 
trivance of  his,  in  order  to  procure  his  own  and 
his  father's  deliverance  from  their  miseries. 

7.  As  for  Herod,  if  he  had  before  any  doubt 
about  the  slaughter  of  his  sons,  there  was  now 
no  longer  any  room  left  in  bis  soul  for  it;  but 
he  had  banished  away  whatsoever  might 
alTord  him  the  least  suggestion  of  reasoi>ing 
better  about  this  matter,  so  he  already  made 
haste  to  bring  bis  purpose  to  a  conclusion. 
He  also  brought  out  three  ihundred  of  the 
otVicers  that  were  under  an  accusation,  as  al&o 
Tero  and  his  son,  and  the  barber  that  accused 
them,  before  an  assembly,  and  brought  an 
accusation  against  them  all;  whom  the  multi- 
tude stoned  with  whatsoever  came  to  hand, 
and  thereby  slew  them.  Alexander  also  and 
Aristobulus  were  brought  to  Sebaste,  by  their 
father's  command,  and  there  strangled;  but 
their  dead  bodies  were,  in  the  night-time,  car- 
ried to  Alexandriura,  where  their  uncle,  by 
the  mother's  side,  and  the  greatest  part  of 
their  ancestors,  had  been  deposited. 

8.  *  Aiid  now  perhaps  it  may  not  seem  un- 

•  The  reader  is  here  to  note,  that  this  eighth  spcliim  is 
entirely  wjililiDfj  io  the  oM  I-alin  version.  :i«  S^.iinlieiin 
truly  obvrves;  nor  is  there  any  other  n-a^un  for  it.  I  sup- 
IMMc,  thwn  the  (rv«t  diliicult)  ul  uo  cxiicl  UKUkiaUuu. 


reasonable  to  some,  that  such  an  inveterate 
hatred  might  increase  so  much  ^OJi  both 
sides],  as  to  proceed  farther,  and  overcome 
nature;  but  it  may  justly  deserve  considera- 
tion, y\hether  it  be  to  be  laid  to  the  charge  of 
the  young  men,  that  they  gave  such  an  occa- 
sion to  their  father's  auger,  and  led  him  to 
do  what  he  did,  and  by  going  on  long  in  the 
same  way,  put  things  past  remedy,  and  brought 
him  to  use  them  so  unmercituliy ;  or  whether 
it  be  to  be  laid  to  the  father's  charge,  thai  he 
was  so  hard-hearted,  and  so  very  tender  in 
the  desire  of  government,  and  of  other  things 
that  would  tend  to  his  glory,  that  he  would 
take  no  one  into  a  partnership  with  hiin,  that 
so  whatsoever  he  would  have  dune  hiuiself 
might  contiiuie  immoveable;  or,  indeed,  whe- 
ther fortune  ha>  not  greater  power  than  all 
prudent  reasonings;  whence  we  are  persuaded 
that  human  actions  are  thereby  drtermineJ 
beforehand  by  aii  inevitable  necessity,  and  ue. 
call  her  Fate,  because  there  is  nothing  which 
is  not  done  by  her;  whi-iciore  1  suppose  it 
will  be  sullicient  to  compare  this  i.uuon  with 
tliat  other,  which  attributes  somewhat  to  our- 
selves, and  renders  men  not  unaccountable 
for  the  dilferent  conducts  of  their  lives;  which 
notion  is  no  other  than  the  plulosophical  de- 
termination of  our  ancient  law.  Accordingly, 
of  the  two  other  causes  of  this  sad  event, 
any  boiiy  may  lay  the  blame  on  ihe  young 
men,  who  acted  by  youthlul  vanity,  anu  prii;e 
ot  their  royal  birth,  that  they  should  biar  to 
hear  the  calumnies  that  were  raised  aguiiisl 
their  lather,  while  certaiidy  they  were  not 
erjuitalile  judges  of  the  actions  of  his  Ule,  but 
ill-natured  in  suspecting,  and  intemperate  iu 
speaking  of  it,  and  on  both  accounts  easily 
caught  by  those  that  observed  them,  and  re- 
vealed Ihenr  to  gain  favour;  yet  cannot  their 
lather  be  thought  worthy  of  excuse,  as  to  tliat 
horrid  impiety  which  he  was  guilty  of  about 
them,  while  he  ventured,  without  any  certain 
evidence  of  their  treacherous  designs  against 
him,  and  without  any  proots  that  they  had 
made  preparations  lor  such  an  attempt,  to  kiU 
his  own  sons,  who  were  of  very  comely  bodies 
and  the  great  darhngs  of  other  uje^^nd  uo 
way  dcticieiit  in  their  conduct,  whether  it 
rt  ere  in  hunting,  or  in  warlike  exercises,  or  in 
speaking  upon  occasional  topics  of  discourse; 
lor  in  all  these  they  were  skilful,  and  espe- 
cially Alexander,  who  was  the  eldest;  for 
certainly  it  had  been  sufficient,  even  though  he 
had  condemned  them,  to  have  kept  them  alive 
in  bonds,  or  to  let  them  live  at  a  distance 
from  his  don>inions  in  banishment,  while  he 
was  surrounded  by  the  Koinan  forces,  which 
were  a  strong  security  to  him,  whose  help 
would  prevent  his  suffering  any  thing  by  a 
sudden  onset,  or  by  open  force ;  but  for  him 
to  kill  them  on  the  sudden,  in  order  to  gratiiy 
a  passion  that  governed  him,  was  a  Ocnion- 
stration  ot  insutferable  nnpiety.  He  also  was 
guilty  ot  so  great  a  crime  in  his  oluer  age; 
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nor  will  the  delays  that  he  made,  und  the 
length  of  time  in  which  the  thing  was  done, 
plead  at  all  for  his  excuse;  for  when  a  man 
ia  on  a  sudden  amazed,  and  in  commotion  of 
mind,  and  then  commits  a  wcked  action, 
Hlthoutrh  this  be  a  heavy  crime,  yet  it  is  a  thing 
that  fireriuently  happens;  but  to  do  it  upon 
deliberation,  and  after  frequent  attempts,  and 
as  frequent  puttings'-off,  to  undertake  it  at 
last,  and  accomplish  it,  was  the  action  of  a 
tnitrderous  mind,  and  such  as  was  not  easily 


moved  from  that  which  was  e\*i]:  and  this 
temper  he  showed  in  what  he  did  afterward, 
when  he  did  not  spare  those  that  seemed  to 
be  the  best-beloved  of  bis  friends  that  were 
left,  wherein,  though  the  justice  of  the  pun- 
ishment caused  those  that  perished  to  be  the 
less  pitied,  yet  was  the  barbarity  of  the  man 
here  equal,  in  that  he  did  not  abstain  from 
their  slaughter  also.  But  of  those  persons 
wc  shall  have  occasion  to  discourse  more 
hereafter. 


BOOK  XVII. 

CONTAINING  THE  INTERVAL  OP  FOURTEEN  TEARS. 

FROM  ALEXANDER   AND   ARISTOBliLUS'S   DEATH   TO  THE 
BANISHMENT   OF   ARCHELAUS. 


CHAP'^ER  I. 

HOW  ANTIPATER  WAS  HATED  BY  ALL  THE  NA- 
TION [of  the  jews]  for  the  slacghteb 

OF  HIS  BRETHREN;  AND  HOW,  FOR  THAT 
REASON,  HE  GOT  INTO  PECULIAR  FATODR 
WITH  HIS  FRIENDS  AT  ROME,  BY  GIVING 
THEM  MANY  PRESENTS;  AS  HE  DID  ALSO 
WITH  SATURNINUS,  THE  PRESIDENT  OF 
SYRIA,  AND  THE  GOVERNORS  WHO  WERE 
UNDER  HIM;  AND  CONCEEMNG  HEEOD's 
WIVES  AND  CHILDREN. 

§  1.  When  Antipater  had  thus  taken  oflF  his 
brethren,  and  bad  brouc^ht  his  father  into  the 
highest  degree  of  impiety,  till  he  was  haunted 
with  furies  for  what  he  had  done,  his  hopes 
<lid  not  succeed  to  his  mind,  as  to  the  rest  of 
his  life;  for  although  he  was  delivered  from 
the  fear  of  his  brethren  being  bis  rivals  as  to 
the  government,  yet  did  he  tind  it  a  very 
hard  thing,  and  almost  impracticable,  to  come 
at  the  kingdom,  because  the  hatred  of  the 
nation  against  him  on  that  account  was  become 
very  great;  and,  besides  this  very  disagree- 
able circumstance,  the  affairs  of  the  soldiery 
grieved  him  still  more,  who  were  alienated 
from  him,  from  which  yet  these  kings  de- 
rived all  the  safety  which  they  had,  whenever 
they  found  the  nation  desirous  of  innova- 
tion; and  all  this  (hinger  was  drawn  upon 
him  by  his  destruction  of  his  brethren.  How- 
ever, he  governed  the  nation  jointly  with  his 
Sitber,  being  indeed  no  other  than  a  king 
llready;   and  he    was  fur  that   very  reason 


trusted,  and  the  more  firmly  depended  on,  for 
which  he  ought  himself  to  have  been  put  to 
death,  as  appearing  to  have  betrayed  his  bre- 
thren out  of  his  concern  for  the  preservation 
of  Ilerod,  and  not  rather  out  of  his  ill-wiU 
to  them,  and  before  them,  to  his  father  him- 
self; and  this  was  the  accursed  state  he  was 
in.  Now,  all  Antipater's  contrivances  tended 
to  make  his  way  to  take  off  Herod,  that  he 
might  have  nobody  to  accuse  him  in  the  \nle 
practices  he  was  devising;  and  that  Herod 
might  have  no  refuge,  nor  any  to  afford  him 
their  assistance,  since  they  must  thereby  have 
Antipater  for  their  open  enemy;  insonnich 
that  the  very  plots  he  had  laid  against  his  bre- 
thren, were  occasioned  by  the  hatred  he  bore 
his  father.  But  at  this  time  he  was  more 
than  ever  set  upon  the  execution  of  his 
attempts  against  Herod,  because,  if  he  were 
once  dead,  the  government  would  now  be 
firmly  secured  to  him ;  but  if  he  were  suffered 
to  live  any  longer,  be  should  be  in  danger 
upon  a  discovery  of  that  wickedness  of  which 

I  he  had  been  the  contriver,  and  his  father 
would  then  of  necessity  become  his  enemy. 

!  And  on  this  account  it  was  that  he  became 
very  bountiful  to  his  father's  friends,  and 
bestowed  great  sums  on  several  of  them,  in 
order  to  surprise  men  with  bis  good  deeds,  and 
take  off  their  hatred  against  them.  And  he 
sent  great  presents  to  his  friends  at  Rome 
particularly,  to  gain  their  good -will;  and, 
above  all,  to  Saturninus,  the  president  of 
Syria.  He-  also  hoped  to  gain  the  favour  of 
Saturninus's  brother  with  the  large  presents  he 
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bestoued  on  him;  as  also  he  used  the  same 
art  to  [Salome]  the  king's  sister,  who  had 
married  one  of  Herod's  chief  friends.  And, 
when  he  counterfeited  friendship  to  those 
with  whom  he  conversed,  he  was  very  subtle 
in  gaining  their  belief,  and  very  cunning  to 
hide  his  hatred  against  any  that  he  really  did 
hate.  But  he  could  not  impose  upon  his 
aunt,  who  understood  him  of  a  long  tiuie,  ai.l 
was  a  woman  BOt  easily  to  be  deluded,  espe- 
cially while  she  had  already  used  all  possible 
caution  in  preventing  his  pernicious  designs. 
Although  Antipater's  uncle  by  the  mother's 
side  was  married  to  her  daughter,  and  this  by 
bis  own  connivance  and  management,  while 
she  had  before  been  married  to  Aristobulus, 
and  while  Salome's  other  daughter  by  that 
husband  was  married  to  the  son  of  Calleas; 
yet  that  marriage  was  no  obstacle  to  her,  who 
knew  how  wicked  he  was,  in  her  discovering 
his  designs,  as  her  former  kindred  to  him 
could  not  prevent  her  hatred  of  him.  Now 
Herod  had  compelled  Salome,  while  she  was 
in  love  with  SjUeus  the  Arabian,  and  had 
taken  a  fondness  to  him,  to  marry  Alexas; 
which  match  was  by  her  submitted  t^at  the 
instance  of  JuUa,  who  persuaded  Salome  not 
to  refuse  it,  lest  she  should  herself  be  their 
open  enemy,  since  Herod  had  sworn  that  he 
would  never  be  friends  with  Salome  if  she 
would  not  accept  of  Alexas  for  her  husband; 
so  she  submitted  to  JuUa,  as  being  Oesar's 
wife;  and  besides  that,  she  advised  her  to 
nothing  but  what  was  very  much  for  her  own 
advantage.  At  this  time  also  it  was  that 
Herod  sent  back  king  Archelaus's  daughter, 
who  had  been  Alexander's  wife,  to  her  father, 
returning  the  portion  he  had  with  her  out  of 
his  own  estate,  that  there  might  be  no  dispute 
between  them  about  it. 

2.  Now  Herod  brought  up  his  sons'  chil- 
dren with  great  care;  for  Alexander  had  two 
sons  by  Glaphyra;  and  Aristobulus  had  three 
sons  by  Beruice,  Salome's  daughter,  and 
two  daughters;  and  as  his  friends  were  once 
with  him,  he  presented  the  children  before 
them;  and  deploring  the  hard  fortune  of  his 
own  sons,  he  prayed  that  no  such  ill  fortune 
would  bcfal  these  who  were  their  children, 
but  that  they  might  improve  in  virtue,  and 
obtain  what  they  justly  deserved,  and  might 
make  him  amends  for  his  care  of  their  edu- 
cation. He  also  caused  them  to  be  betrothed 
against  they  should  come  to  the  proper  age 
of  marriage;  the  elder  of  Alexander's  sons 
to  Pheroras's  dauRhter,  and  Antipater's  daugli- 
ter  to  Aristobulus's  eldest  son.  He  also 
allotted  one  of  Aristobulus's  daughters  to 
Antipater's  son,  and  Aristobulus's  other 
daughter  to  Herod,  a  son  of  his  own,  who 
was  born  to  him  by  the  high-priest's  daughter: 
for  it  is  the  ancient  practice  among  us  to 
have  many  wives  at  the  same  time.  Now, 
the  king  nr.ide  these  espousals  for  the  chil- 
dieo^  Qut  01  comcaiseration  uf  them  now  they 


were  fatherless,  as  endeavouring  to  render 
Antipater  kind  to  them  by  these  intermar- 
riages. But  Antipater  did  not  fail  to  bear 
tlie  same  temper  of  mind  to  his  brothers 
children  which  be  had  borne  to  his  brothers 
themselves;  and  his  father's  concern  a^Kvjt 
them  provoked  his  indignation  against  tl'em 
upon  his  supposal,  that  they  would  becomt 
greater  than  ever  his  brothers  had  been;  whii< 
Archelaus,  a  king,  would  support  his  dau(;h- 
ter's  sons,  and  Pheroras,  a  tetrarch,  wouU 
accept  of  one  of  the  daughters  as  a  wile  tc 
his  son.  AVbat  provoked  him  also  was  this, 
that  all  the  multitude  would  so  commiserate 
these  fatherless  children,  and  so  hate  him  [for 
making  them  fatherless],  that  all  would  come 
out,  since  they  were  no  strangers  to  his  vile 
disposition  towards  his  brethren.  He  con- 
trived, therefore,  to  overturn  his  father's  set- 
tlements, as  thinking  it  a  terrible  thing  that 
they  should  be  so  related  to  him,  and  be  so 
powerful  withal.  So  Herod  yielded  to  him, 
and  changed  his  resolution  at  his  entreaty; 
and  the  determination  now  was,  that  Antipatei 
himself  should  marry  Aristobulus's  daughter, 
and  Antipater's  son  should  marry  Pheroras's 
daughter.  So  the  espousals  for  the  marriages 
were  changed  after  this  manner,  even  without 
the  king's  real  approbation. 

3.  Now  Herod'  the  king  had  at  this  time 
nine  wives;  one  of  them  Antipater's  mother, 
and  another  the  high-priest's  daughter,  by 
whom  be  had  a  son  of  his  own  name.  He  had 
also  one  who  was  his  brother's  daughter,  and 
another  his  sister's  daughter;  which  two  had 
no  children.  One  of  his  wives  also  was  of  the 
Samaritan  nation,  whose  sons  were  Antipas 
and  .-Vrchelaus,  and  whose  daughter  was  Ulym- 
pias;  which  daughter  was  afterward  married 
to  Joseph,  the  king's  brother's  son;  but 
Archelaus  and  Antipas  were  brought  up  with 
a  certain  private  man  at  Rome.  Herod  had 
also  to  wife  Cleopatra  of  Jerusalem,  and  by 
her  be  had  bis  sons  Herod  and  Philip;  which 
last  was  also  brought  up  at  Rome:  Pallas 
also  was  one  of  his  wives,  who  bare  him  bis 
son  Phasaelus;  and  besides  these,  he  had  for 
his  wives  Phedra  and  Elpis,  by  whom  he  had 
his  daughters  Roxana  and  Salome.  As  for 
his  elder  daughters  by  the  same  mother  with 
Alexander  and  Aristobulus,  and  whom  Pbe- 
roras  neglected  to  marry,  he  gave  the  one  in 
marriage  to  Antipater,  the  king's  sister's  son, 
and  the  other  to  Phasaelus,  his  brother's  son; 
— and  this  was  the  posterity  of  Herod. 

•  Ttiow  who  hare  a  mind  to  know  all  the  family  and 
descendants  of  Anupaler  ihn  Jdiiinean,  and  of  Herod  tha 
Gn-al.  his  8nn.  and  have  a  memory  to  preserve  them  aJl 
di.>>lttictly.  may  consult  Josephus.  AnUq.  b.  xviii  eb.  t. 
sect.  •*;  and  *>f  the  W.tr.  b.  i.  ch,  xxviii.  sect.  4;  *oi 
>Dl(inis  in  Haveruamp's  edition.  p-33tf;  asd  ?pv.ll>eitB, 
li.  p.  401— 40^1  and  Uelaod,  PaJeMia.put  i.  f.  i'i,  1T& 
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CHAPTER  IL 

CUNCERKING  ZAMAEIS,  THE  BABTLONIAN 
JEW;  COSCEESISG  THE  FLOTS  LAID  BY 
ANTIPATF.R  AGAIN3T  HIS  FATHER;  AND 
SOSIEWUAT  ABOUT  THE  PHARISEES. 

§  ).  And  now  it  was  that  Herod,  being  de- 
sirous to  secure  himself  on  the  side  of  the 
Trachonites,  resolved  to  build  a  village  as 
Urge  as  a  city  for  the  Jews,  in  the  middle  of 
that  country,  which  might  make  his  own 
country  dilTicult  to  be  assaulted,  and  whence 
he  inigbt  be  at  band  to  make  sallies  upon 
tbem,  and  do  them  a  mischief.  Accordingly, 
when  he  understood  that  there  was  a  man 
that  was  a  Jew  come  out  of  Babylon,  with 
five  hundred  horsemen,  all  of  whom  could 
shoot  their  arrows  as  they  rode  on  horseback, 
and,  with  a  hundred  of  his  relations,  had 
passed  over  Euphrates,  and  now  abode  at 
Antioch  by  Daphne  of  Syria,  where  Saturni- 
nus,  who  was  then  president,  had  given  them 
•  place  for  habitation,  called  Valatha,  he  sent 
for  this  man,  with  the  multitude  that  fol- 
lowed him,  and  promised  to  give  him  land  in 
the  toparchy  called  Batanea,  which  country 
is  bounded  with  Trachoiiitis,  as  desirous  to 
make  that  his  habitation  a  guard  to  himseIC 
He  also  engaged  to  let  him  hold  the  country 
free  from  tribute,  and  that  they  should  dwell 
entirely  without  paying  such  customs  as  used 
to  be  paid,  and  gave  it  him  tax-free. 

2.  The  Babylonian  was  induced  by  these 
offers  to  come  hither;  so  he  took  possession 
of  the  laud,  and  built  in  it  fortresses  and  a 
village,  and  named  it  Bathyra.  Whereby 
this  man  became  a  safeguard  to  the  inhabi- 
tants against  the  Trachonites,  and  preserved 
those  Jews  who  came  out  of  Babylon,  to  offer 
their  sacrifices  at  Jerusalem,  from  being  hurt 
by  the  Trachonite  robbers ;  so  that  a  great 
number  came  to  him  from  all  those  parts 
where  the  ancient  Jewish  laws  were  observed, 
and  the  country  became  full  of  people,  by  rea- 
son of  their  universal  freedom  from  taxes. 
This  continued  during  the  life  of  Herod;  but 
when  Philip,  who  was  [tetrarch]  after  him, 
took  the  government,  he  made  them  pay  some 
email  taxes,  and  that  for  a  little  while  only; 
and  Agrippa  the  Great,  and  his  son  of  the 
same  name,  although  they  harassed  them 
greatly,  yet  would  they  not  take  their  liberty 
away.  From  whom,  when  the  Romans  have 
now  taken  the  government  into  their  own 
bands,  they  still  gave  them  the  privilege  of 
their  freedom,  but  oppress  them  entirely  with 
the  imposition  of  taxes.  Of  which  matter  I 
ibaJ  treat  nifire  accurately  in  the  progress 
•f  this  history.* 

J.  At  length,  Zamaris  the  Babylonian,  to 
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whom  Herod  had  given  that  country  for  a  f»v 
session,  died;  having  lived  Wrtuously,  and 
left  children  of  a  good  character  behind  him ; 
one  of  whom  was  Jacim,  who  wat  famous 
for  his  x-alour,  and  taught  his  Babylonians 
how  to  ride  their  horses ;  and  a  troop  of 
them  were  guards  to  the  fore-mentioned  kings; 
and  when  Jacim  was  dead  in  his  old  age,  he 
left  a  son,  whose  name  was  Philip,  one  of 
great  strength  in  his  hands,  and  in  other  re- 
spects also  more  eminent  for  his  valour  than 
any  of  bis  contemporaries;  on  which  account 
there  was  a  confidence  and  firm  friendship 
between  oim  and  king  Agrippa.  He  had  also 
an  army  which  be  maintained,  as  great  as  that 
of  a  king;  which  be  exercised  and  led  where- 
soever he  had  occasion  to  march. 

4.  When  the  atfairs  of  Herod  were  in  the 
condition  I  have  described,  all  the  public  af- 
fairs depended  upon  Antipater;  and  his  power 
was  such,  that  he  could  do  good  turns  to 
as  many  as  be  pleased,  and  this  by  his  father's 
concession,  in  hopes  of  his  good- will  and 
fidelity  to  bim;  and  this  till  he  ventured  to 
use  his  power  still  farther,  because  his  wicked 
designs  were  concealed  from  his  father,  and 
he  ma^le  him  believe  every  thing  he  said. 
He  was  also  formidable  to  all,  not  so  much 
on  acctjunt  of  the  power  and  authority  be 
had,  as  for  the  shrewdness  of  bis  vile  attempts 
beforehand;  but  he  who  principally  cultivated 
a  friendship  mth  him  was  Pheroras,  who 
received  the  like  marks  of  his  friendship; 
while  .\ntipater  had  cunningly  encompassed 
him  about  by  a  company  of  women,  whom  be 
placed  as  guards  about  him;  for  Pheroras 
was  greatly  enslaved  to  bis  A%'ife,  and  to  her 
mother,  and  to  her  sister;  and  this  notn-ith- 
standing  the  hatred  he  bare  tbem,  for  the  in- 
dignities they  had  offered  to  his  virgin  daugh- 
ters.  Yet  did  he  bear  them ;  and  nothing 
was  to  be  done  nithout  the  women,  who  had 
got  this  man  into  their  circle,  and  continued 
still  to  assist  each  other  in  all  things,  inso- 
much that  Antipater  was  entirely  addicted  to 
them,  both  by  himself  and  by  bis  mother; 
for  these  four  women*  said  all  one  and  the 
same  thing;  but  the  opinions  of  Pheroras 
and  Antipater  were  different  in  some  points 
of  no  consequence.  But  the  king's  sister 
[Salome]  was  their  antagonist,  who  for  a  good 
while  had  looked  about  all  their  affairs,  and 
«-as  apprised  that  this  their  friendship  \vas 
made,  in  order  to  do  Herod  some  mischief,  and 
was  disposed  to  inform  the  king  of  it ;  and 
since  these  people  knew  that  their  friendship 
was  very  disagreeable  to  Herod,  as  tending 
to  do  him  a  mischief,  they  contrived  that  tbeii 
meetings  should  not  be  discovered;  so  they 
pretended  to  hate  one  another,  and  abuse  one 
another  when  time  served,  and  especially  when 
Herod  was  present,   or   when  any  one  was 

•  Pberora-Vt  wire,  and  ber  mother  Uld  titter,  ftBli 
Durit,  AobpaCer'i  mother 
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there  that  would  tell  him;  but  still  their 
intimacy  was  tirmer  than  ever,  when  tliey  were 
private;  and  this  was  the  course  they  took. 
But  they  could  not  conceal  from  Salome 
oeither  their  tirst  contrivance,  when  they  set 
about  these  their  intentions,  nor  when  they 
had  made  some  progress  in  them;  but  she 
searched  out  every  thing,  and,  aggravating 
the  relations  to  her  brother,  declared  to  him, 
as  well  their  secret  assemblies  and  compota- 
tions,  as  their  counsels  taken  in  a  clandestine 
m;mner,  which,  if  tbey  were  not  in  order  to 
destroy  him,  they  might  well  enough  have 
been  open  and  pubhc;  but  to  appearance 
they  are  at  variance,  and  speak  about  one 
another  as  if  they  intended  one  another  a 
mischief,  but  agree  so  well  together  when 
they  are  out  of  the  sight  of  the  multitude; 
for  when  they  are  alone  by  themselves  tbey 
act  in  concert,  and  profess  that  they  will 
never  leave  oS  their  friendship,  but  will  tight 
against  those  from  whom  they  conceal  their 
designs:  and  thus  did  she  search  out  these 
things,  and  get  a  perfect  knowledge  of  them, 
and  then  told  her  brother  of  them,  who  un- 
derstood also  of  himself  a  great  deal  of  what 
she  said,  but  still  durst  not  depend  upon  it, 
because  of  the  suspicions  be  had  of  bis  sister's 
calumnies;  for  there  was  a  certain  sect  ot 
men  that  were  Jews,  who  valued  themselves 
highly  upon  the  exact  skdl  they  had  in  the 
la^v  of  their  fathers,  and  made  men  beUeve 
tliey  were  highly  favoured  by  God,  by  whom 
this  set  of  women  were  inveigled.  These 
are  those  that  are  called  the  sect  of  the  Pha- 
risees, who  were  in  a  capacity  of  greatly 
opposing  kings.  A  cuiming  sect  they  were, 
and  soon  elevated  to  a  pitch  of  open  lighting 
and  doing  mischief.  Accordingly,  when  all 
the  people  of  the  Jews  gave  assurance  of 
their  good-will  to  Csesar,  and  to  the  king's 
government,  these  very  men  did  not  swear, 
being  above  six  thousand;  and  when  the 
king  imposed  a  line  upon  them,  Pheroras's 
wite  paid  their  tine  for  them.  In  order  to 
requite  which  kindness  of  hers,  since  they 
were  believed  to  have  the  foreknowledge  ol 
things  to  come  by  divine  inspiration,  they 
foretold  how  God  had  decreed  that  Herod's 
government  should  cease,  and  his  posterity 
should  be  deprived  of  it;  but  that  the  king- 
dom should  come  to  her  and  Pheroras,  and 
to  their  children.  These  predictions  were 
not  concealed  from  Salome,  but  were  told 
the  king;  as  also  how  they  had  perverted 
some  persons  about  the  palace  itself.  So  the 
king  slew  such  of  the  Pharisees  as  were  prin- 
cipally accused,  and  Bagoas  the  eunuch,  and 
one  Carus,  who  exceeded  all  men  of  that 
time  in  comeUness,  and  one  that  was  his 
catamite.  He  slew  also  all  those  of  his  own 
family  who  had  consented  to  what  the  Phari- 
sees foretold;  and  for  Bagoas,  he  had  been 
putfed  up  by  them,  as  though  he  should  be 
named  the  father  and  th«  benefactor  of  bim 


who,  by  the  prediction,  was  foretold  to  b« 
their  appointed  king;  for  that  this  kin{ 
would  have  all  things  in  his  power,  and 
would  enable  Bagoas  to  marry,  and  to  havi 
children  of  his  owu  body  begotten.  , 


CHAPTER  HI. 

CONCERNING  THE  ENMITY  BETWEEN  UEBOO 
AND  PUEUOKAS;  HOW  HEROD  SENT  ANTI- 
FATER  TO  C.£SAfl;    ANI>  OF  THE  DEATH  or 

FHEUOILAS. 

§  I.  When  Herod  had  punished  those  Pha- 
risees who  had  been  convicted  of  the  fore- 
going eriiues,  he  gathered  an  assembly  together 
of  his  friends,  and  accused  Pheroras's  wile; 
and  ascribing  the  abuses  of  the  virgins  to  the 
impudence  ol  that  woman,  brought  an  accu- 
sation against  her  for  the  dishonour  she  had 
brought  upon  them:  that  she  bad  studiou^iy 
introduced  a  quarrel  between  hiiu  aiul  hijs 
brother;  and,  by  her  ill  temper,  had  brought 
them  into  a  state  of  war,  both  by  her  words 
and  actions:  that  the  tines  which  he  had  laid 
bad  nut  been  paid,  and  the  olTenders  had 
escaped  punishment  by  her  means;  and  that 
nothing  which  had  of  late  been  done,  had 
been  done  without  hur:  "for  which  ^ea^on 
Pheroras  would  do  well,  if  he  would  of  his 
own  accord,  and  by  his  owu  commiind,  and 
not  at  my  entreaty,  or  as  following  my 
opinion,  put  this  his  wife  away,  as  one  that 
will  still  be  the  occasion  of  war  between  thee 
and  me.  Aiid  now,  Pheroras,  if  thou  valuest 
thy  relation  to  me,  put  this  wife  of  thine 
away;  for  by  this  means  thou  wilt  continue 
to  be  a  brother  to  me,  and  wilt  abide  in  thy 
love  to  me."  Then  said  Pheroras  (^aUhougk 
he  was  pressed  hard  by  the  former  words),  that 
as  he  would  not  do  so  unjust  a  thing  as  to 
renounce  bis  brotherly  relaticu  to  him,  so 
would  he  not  leave  olf  his  affection  for  his 
wite;  that  he  would  rather  choose  to  die,  than 
to  live  and  be  deprived  of  a  wife  that  was  so 
dear  unto  him.  Hereupon  lletod  put  oil 
his  anger  against  Pheroras  on  these  accounts, 
although  he  himself  thereby  underwent  a  very 
uneasy  punishment.  However,  he  forUide 
Antipater  and  bis  mother  to  have  any  conver- 
sation with  Pheroras,  and  bade  them  to  take 
care  to  avoid  the  assemblies  of  the  women; 
which  tbey  promised  to  do,  but  still  got 
together  when  occasion  served;  and  both 
Pheroras  and  Antipater  had  their  own  merry 
meetings.  The rep'ort  went  also,  that  Antipatet 
bad  criminal  conversation  with  Pheroras's 
wife,  and  that  they  were  brought  together  by 
Aiitipater's  mother. 

■J.  But  .Antipater  had  now  a  suspicioD  o( 
liis  father,  and  was  aiVaid  that  the  eifecta  of 
his  hatred  to  hitn  ini^ht  increase;  so  he  wrotv 
to  his  friends  at  Rome,  and  bads  them  send 
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to  Herod,  that  he  would  immediately  send 
Antipater  to  Caesar;  which,  when  it  was  done, 
Herod  sent  Antipater  thither,  and  sent  most 
noble  presents  along  with  him  ;  as  also  his 
testament,  wherein  Antipater  was  appointed 
to  be  bis  successor :  and  that  if  Antipater 
should  die  first,  his  son  [Herod  Philip],  by 
the  high-priest's  daughter,  should  succeed. 
And,  together  with  Antipater,  there  went  to 
Rome,  Sylleus  the  Arabian,  although  he  had 
done  nothing  of  all  that  Caesar  had  enjoined 
him.  Antipiitei  also  accused  him  of  the  same 
crimes  of  which  he  had  been  formerly  accused 
by  Herod.  Syllcu-  was  also  accused  by  Are- 
tas,  that  without  his  consent  he  bad  slain 
ninny  of  the  chief  of  the  Arabians  at  Petra; 
and  particularly  Soemus,  a  man  that  deserved 
to  be  honoured  by  all  men,  and  that  he  had 
slain  Fabatus,  a  servant  of  Casar.  These 
were  the  things  of  which  Sylleus  was  accused, 
and  that  on  the  occasion  following:  —  There 
was  one  Corintlms,  belonging  to  Herod,  of 
the  guards  of  the  king's  body,  and  one  who 
was  greatly  trusted  by  him.  Sylleus  had  per- 
suaded this  man  with  theoffer  of  agreat  sum  of 
money  to  kill  Herod;  and  hehad  promised  todo 
it.  When  Fahatus  had  been  made  acquainted 
with  this,  for  Sylleus  had  himself  told  him 
of  it,  he  informed  the  king  of  it;  who  caught 
Corinthus,  and  put  him  to  the  torture,  and 
thereby  got  out  of  him  the  whole  conspiracy, 
lie  also  caught  two  other  Arabians,  who  were 
discovered  by  Corinthus;  the  one  the  head  of 
a  tribe,  and  the  other  a  friend  to  Sylleus,  who 
both  were  by  the  king  brought  to  the  torture, 
anil  confessed  that  they  were  come  to  encou- 
rage Corinthus  not  to  foil  of  doing  what  he 
had  undertaken  todo;  and  to  assist  him  with 
their  own  bands  in  the  murder,  if  need  should 
require  their  assistance.  So  Saturninus,  upon 
Herod's  discovering  the  whole  to  him,  sent 
them  to  Rome. 

3.  At  this  time  Herod  commanded  Phe- 
roras,  that  since  he  was  so  obstinate  in  bis 
affection  for  his  wife,  he  should  retire  into  his 
own  tetrarcliy;  which  he  did  very  willingly, 
and  svvare  many  oaths  that  be  would  not  come 
ai.'ain  till  he  heard  that  Herod  was  dead. 
And  indeed  when,  upon  a  sickness  of  the  king, 
he  was  desired  to  come  to  him  before  he  died, 
that  he  might  entrust  him  with  some  of  his 
injunctions,  he  had  such  a  regard  to  his  oath, 
that  he  would  not  come  to  him;  yet  did  not 
Herod  so  retain  his  hatred  to  Pheroras,  hut 
remitted  of  his  purpose  [not  to  see  him]  which 
he  before  bad,  and  that  for  such  great  causes 
as  have  been  alrea<ly  mentioned:  but  as  soon 
as  he  became  to  be  ill  he  came  to  him,  and  this 
without  being  sent  for ;  and  when  he  was 
dead  he  took  care  of  his  funeral,  and  had  his 
body  brought  to  Jerusalem,  and  buried  there, 

nd  appointed   a   solemn    mourning  for   him. 

Tills  [ileath  oi  Pheroras]  became  the  origin 
of  Aiitipatt-r's  misfortunes,  altbougli  he  had 
already    sailed    fnr    Rome*    God   now   being 


about  to  punish  him  for  the  murder  of  his 
brethren.  I  will  explain  the  history  of  this 
matter  very  distinctly,  that  it  may  be  for 
a  warning  to  mankind,  that  they  take  care 
of  conducting  their  whole  lives  by  the  rules 
of  virtue. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

PHEROKAS'S  WIFE  IS  ACCUSED  BY  HIS  FREED- 
MF.N  AS  GUILTY  OF  POISONING  HI.M;  AND 
HOW  HEROD,  UPON  EXAMINING  OF  THE 
MATTER  BY  TORTURE,  FOUND  THE  POISON; 
BUT  SO  THAT  IT  HAD  BEEN  PREPARED  FOR 
HIMSELF  BY  HIS  SON  ANTIPATER;  AND, 
UPON  AN  INQUIRY  BY  TORTURE,  HE  DIS- 
COVERED THE  DANGEROUS  DESIGNS  OF 
ANTIPATER. 

§  1.  As  soon  as  Pheroras  was  dead,  and  his 
funeral  was  over,  two  of  Plieroras's  freedmen, 
who  were  much  esteemed  by  him,  came  to 
Herod,  and  entreated  him  not  to  leave  the 
murder  of  his  brother  without  avenging  it, 
but  to  examine  into  such  an  unreasonable  and 
unhappy  death.  When  he  was  moved  with 
tliese  worils,  for  they  seemed  to  him  to  be 
true,  they  said  that  Pheroras  supped  with  his 
wife  the  day  before  he  fell  sick,  and  that  a 
certain  potion  was  brought  him  in  such  a 
sort  of  food  as  he  was  not  used  to  eat ;  but 
that  when  he  had  eaten  he  died  of  it:  that 
this  potion  was  brought  out  of  Arabia  by  a 
woman,  under  pretence  indeed  as  a  love- 
potiun,  for  that  was  its  name,  but  in  reality  to 
kill  Pheroras;  for  that  the  Arabian  women 
are  skilful  iti  making  such  poisons:  and  the 
woman  to  whom  tliey  ascribe  this,  was  con- 
fessedly a  most  intimate  friend  of  one  of  Syl- 
leus's  mistresses;  and  that  both  the  mother 
and  the  sister  of  Pheroras 's  wife  had  been  at 
the  place  where  she  lived,  and  had  persuaded 
her  to  sell  them  this  potion,  and  liad  come 
back  and  brought  it  with  them  the  day  before 
that  of  his  supper.  Hereupon  the  king  was 
provoked,  and  put  the  women-slaves  to  the 
torture,  and  some  that  svere  free  with  them; 
and  as  the  fact  (lid  not  yet  appear,  because 
none  of  them  would  confess  it,  at  length  one 
of  them,  under  the  utmost  agonies,  said  no 
more  but  this,  that  she  prayed  that  God 
would  send  the  like  agonies  upon  Antipater's 
mother,  who  had  been  the  occasion  of  these 
miseries  to  all  of  them.  This  prayer  induced 
Herod  to  increase  the  women's  tortures,  till 
thereby  all  was  discovered:  their  merry  meet- 
ings, their  secret  assemblies,  and  the  disclos- 
ing of  what  he  had  said  to  his  son  alone  unto 
I'heroras's*  women.  (Now  what  Herod  had 
■  barged  Antipater  to  conceal,  was  the  gift  of 
.1  hundred  talents  to  him,  not  to  have  any 
conversation    with    Pheroras.)       And    what 

•  His  wire,  her  ciotbar,  and  liitcr 


462 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS. 


BOOK  XTII, 


hatred  be  bore  to  bis  father;  and  that  he  coni- 
plaiiitfd  to  his  mother  how  very  long  his 
father  lived;  and  that  he  was  himself  almost 
an  old  man,  insomuch  that  if  the  kingdom 
should  come  to  him,  it  would  not  alford  him 
any  great  pleasure ;  and  that  there  were  a  great 
many  of  his  brothers,  or  brothers'  children, 
bringing  up,  that  might  have  hopes  of  the 
kingdom  as  well  as  himself;  all  which  made 
his  own  hopes  of  it  uncertain;  for  that  even 
now,  if  he  should  himself  not  live,  Herod 
bad  ordained  that  the  government  should  be 
conferred,  not  on  his  son,  but  rather  on  a 
brother.  He  also  had  accused  the  king  of  great 
oarbarity,  and  of  the  slaughter  of  his  sons; 
and  that  it  was  out  of  the  fear  he  was  under, 
lest  he  should  do  the  Uke  to  him,  that  made 
bim  contrive  this  bis  journey  to  Rome,  and 
Pheroras  contrive  to  go  to  his  own  tetrarchy.' 
2.  These  confessions  agreed  with  what  his 
sister  had  told  him,  and  tended  greatly  to 
corroborate  her  testimony,  and  to  free  her 
from  the  suspicion  of  her  unfaithfulness  to  bim. 
So  the  king  having  satisbed  himself  of  the 
spite  which  Doris,  Antipater's  mother,  as  well 
as  himself,  bure  to  bim,  took  away  from  her 
all  her  fine  ornaments,  which  were  worth  many 
talents,  and  then  sent  her  away,  and  entered 
into  friendship  with  Pheroras's  women.  But 
be  who  most  of  all  irritated  the  king  against 
his  son,  was  one  Antipater,  the  procurator  of 
Antipater  the  king's  son,  who,  when  he  was 
tortured,  among  other  things,  said  that  Anti- 
pater bad  prepared  a  deadly  potion,  and  given 
it  to  Pheroras,  with  his  desire  that  he  would 
give  it  to  his  father  during  bis  absence,  and 
when  he  was  too  remote  to  have  the  least 
suspicion  cast  upon  him  thereto  relating;  that 
Antipbilus,  one  of  Antipater's  friends,  brought 
that  potion  out  of  Egypt;  and  that  it  was  sent 
to  Pheroras  by  Tbeudion,  the  brother  of  the 
mother  of  Antipater,  the  king's  son,  and  by 
that  means  came  to  Pheroras's  wife,  her  hus- 
biiiid  having  given  it  her  to  keep.  And  when 
the  king  asked  her  about  it,  she  confessed  it; 
and  as  she  was  running  to  fetch  it,  she  threw 
herself  down  from  the  bouse-top,  yet  did  she 
not  kill  herself,  because  she  fell  upon  her 
feet:  by  which  means,  when  the  king  bad 
comforted  ber,  and  had  promised  her  and  her 
domestics  pardon,  upon  condition  of  their 
concealing  nothing  of  the  truth  from  him, 
but  had  threatened  her  with  the  utmost  mise- 
ries if  she  proved  ungrateful  [and  concealed 
any  thing] ;  so  she  proiiised  him,  and  swore 
that  she  would  speak  out  every  thing,  and  tell 

•  It  5*<m3  to  iDe,  by  this  whole  story  put  togetiier.  that 
Pheroras  was  no:  himself  poisoned,  as  is  communly  sap- 
posed;  fur  Aniipater  ha<l  persuaded  him  to  poison  Uerod 
(cli.  V.  s.  1).  which  -vould  lall  to  the  ground  if  he  were 
bintself  poisoned:  nor  could  the  poisoiin^  of  Pheroras 
serve  any  design  th.il  appears  now  goinu  forward  ;  it  was 
only  the  supposal  of  l^^o  of  bis  treedinen.  that  this  loTe- 
|)Otion,  or  poison,  wliich  Ihey  knew  was  bruui;ht  to  Phsro. 
nt«'s  wife,  was  nitde  use  of  fur  poisoning  ilita  ;  wlierea&  it 
fippears  to  have  been  hniughl  fur  her  husuand  to  puison 
Berod  withal,  fts  the  fiitUTv  ezamiaatioiis  deiouostrate. 


after  what  manner  erery  thing  was  done;  and 
said  what  many  took  to  be  entirely  true,  that 
the  potion  was  brought  out  of  Egypt  by 
Antiphilus,  and  that  bis  brother,  who  was  a 
physitaan,  had  procured  it;  and  that,  **  when 
Theutlion  brought  it  us,  she  kept  it  upon 
Pheroras's  cotnmitting  it  to  her;  and  that  it 
was  prepared  by  Antipater  for  thee.  M'hen, 
therefore,  Pheroras  was  fallen  sick,  and  thou 
camest  to  bim  and  tookest  care  of  him,  and 
when  he  saw  the  kindness  thou  badst  for  him, 
his  mind  was  overborne  thereby.  So  he  called 
me  to  him,  and  said  to  me,  'O  woman  I 
Antipater  bath  circumvented  me  in  this  affair 
of  his  father  and  my  brother,  by  persuading 
me  to  have  a  murderous  intention  to  bim,  and 
procuring  a  potion  to  be  subservient  thereto: 
do  thou,  therefore,  go  and  fetch  my  potion 
(since  my  brother  appears  to  have  still  the 
same  virtuous  disposition  towards  me  which 
he  had  formerly,  and  I  do  not  expect  to  live 
long  myself,  and  that  I  may  not  defile  my 
forefathers  by  the  murder  of  a  brother)  and 
burn  it  before  my  face:'  that  accordingly  she 
immediately  brought  it,  and  did  as  ber  husband 
bade  her;  and  that  she  burnt  the  greatest 
part  of  the  potion;  but  that  a  httle  of  it  wa' 
left,  that  if  the  king,  after  Pheroras's  death, 
should  treat  her  ill,  she  might  poison  herself, 
and  thereby  get  clear  of  her  miseries."  Upon 
her  saying  thus,  she  brought  out  the  potion, 
and  the  box  in  which  it  was,  before  them  all. 
Kay,  there  was  another  brother  of  Antiphilus, 
and  his  mother  also,  who,  by  the  extremity  of 
pain  and  torture,  confessed  the  same  thing.", 
and  owned  the  box  [to  be  that  which  had 
been  brought  out  of  Egypt].  The  high- 
priest's  daughter  also,  who  was  the  king's 
«-ife,  was  accused  to  have  been  conscious  of 
all  this,  and  had  resolved  to  conceal  it;  foi 
which  reason  Herod  divorced  her,  and  blotted 
ber  son  out  of  his  testament,  wherein  be  bad 
been  mentioned  as  one  that  was  to  reign  aftei 
him;  and  he  took  the  high-priesthood  awaj 
from  his  father-in-law,  Simeon  the  son  of 
Boethus,  and  appointed  Matthias  the  son  of 
Theophilus,  who  was  born  at  Jerusalem,  to 
be  high-priest  in  bis  room. 

3.  While  this  was  doing,  Bathyllus  also, 
Antipater's  freedman,  came  from  Rome,  and 
upon  the  torture  was  found  to  have  brought 
another  potion,  to  give  it  into  the  bands  of 
Antipater's  mother,  and  of  Pheroras,  that  if 
the  former  potion  did  not  operate  upon  the 
king,  this  at  least  might  carry  him  off.  There 
came  also  letters  from  Herod's  friends  at 
florae,  by  the  approbation  and  at  the  sugges- 
'ion  of  Antipater,  to  accuse  Archelaus  and 
Philip,  as  if  tbey  calumniated  their  father  on 
iccount  of  the  slaughter  of  Alexander  and 
Yristobulus,  and  as  if  they  commiserated  their 
deaths,  and  as  if,  because  they  were  sent  for 
home  (for  their  father  had  already  recalled 
them),  they  concluded  they  were  themselves 
also  to  be  destroyed.    These  letters  had  been 
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procnred  by  great  rewards,  by  Antipater's 
friends;  but  Antipater  himself  wrote  to  his 
iather  about  them,  and  laid  the  heaviest  things 
to  their  charge;  yet  did  he  entirely  excuse 
them  of  any  guilt,  and  said  they  were  but 
young  men,  and  so  imputed  their  words  to 
their  youth.  But  he  said  that  he  had  him* 
self  been  very  busy  in  the  alTair  relating  to 
Sylleus,  and  in  getting  interest  among  the 
great  men;  and  on  that  account  had  bought 
splendid  ornaments  to  present  them  withal, 
which  cost  him  two  hundred  talents.  Now, 
one  may  wonder  how  it  came  about,  that 
while  so  many  accusations  were  laid  against 
bim  in  Judea  during  seven  months  before  this 
time,  he  was  not  made  acquainted  with  any 
of  them.  The  causes  of  which  were,  that 
the  roads  were  exactly  guarded,  and  that  men 
hated  Antipater;  for  there  was  nobody  who 
would  run  any  hazard  himself,  to  gain  him 
any  advantages. 


CHAPTER  V. 

AVTIPATER'S  navigation  from  ROME  TO  HIS 
rATHER;  AND  HUVV  HE  WAS  ACCUSED  BY 
mCOLAUS  OF  DAMASCUS,  AND  CONDEMNED 
TO  DIK  BY  HIS  FATHER,  AND  BY  QUIN- 
TILIUS  VARUS,  WHO  WAS  THEN  FEESIDENT 
OF  SYRIA;  AND  HOW  HE  WAS  THEN  BOITND 
TILL  CeSAR  SHOULD  BE  INEUUMED  UF  HIS 
CAVES. 

§  1.  Now  Herod,  upon  Antipater's  writing 
to  him,  that  having  done  all  that  he  was  to 
do,  and  this  in  the  mariner  he  was  to  do  it, 
he  would  suddenly  come  to  him,  concealed 
bis  anger  at^'ainst  him,  and  wrote  back  to  him, 
and  bade  hira  not  delay  his  journe)'.  lest  any 
harm  should  befjl  himself  in  his  absence. 
At  the  same  time  also  he  made  some  little 
complaint  about  his  mother,  but  promised  that 
he  would  lay  those  complaints  aside  ivhen  he 
should  return.  He  withal  expressed  liis  en- 
tire alTection  for  him,  as  fearing  lest  he  •-hould 
have  some  suspicion  of  him,  and  iicta  his 
journey  to  him;  aiul  lest,  while  he  lived  at 
Rome,  he  should  lay  plots  for  the  kingdom, 
and,  moreover,  do  something  against  himself. 
This  letter  Antipater  met  with  in  Cilicia;  but 
had  received  an  account  of  Pheroras's  death  be- 
fore at  Tarentura.  This  last  news  affected  him 
deeply;  -"ot  out  of  any  affection  for  Phero- 
ras,  but  btcause  he  was  dead  without  having 
murdered  his  father,  which  he  had  promised 
him  to  do.  And  wheu  he  was  at  Celendris 
in  Cilicia,  he  began  to  deliberate  with  him- 
self about  his  sailing  home,  as  being  much 
grieved  mth  the  ejection  of  his  mother.  Now, 
some  of  his  friends  advised  him  that  he  should 
tarry  a  while  somewhere,  in  expectation  of 
farther  information.  But  others  advistd  hira 
to  sail  home   without  delay;    for  that  if  he 


were  once  come  thither,  he  would  soon  put  an 
end  to  all  accusations,  and  that  nothing  afiford- 
ed  any  weight  to  his  accusers  at  present  but 
his  absence.  He  was  persuaded  by  these  last, 
and  sailed  on,  and  landed  at  the  haven  called 
Sebastus,  which  Herod  had  built  at  vast  ex- 
penses in  honour  of  Caesar,  and  called  Sebas- 
tus. And  now  was  Xntipater  evidently  in  a 
miserable  condition,  while  nobody  came  to 
him  nor  saluted  hini,  as  they  did  at  his  goin^ 
away,  with  good  wishes  or  joyful  acclama- 
tions; nor  was  there  now  any  thing  to  hinder 
them  from  entertaining  him,  on  the  contrary, 
with  bitter  curses,  while  they  supposed  he 
was  come  to  receive  his  punishment  foi  tha 
murder  of  his  brethren. 

2.  Now  Quintilius  Varus  n-as  at  this  time 
at  Jerusalem,  being  sent  to  succeed  Saturni- 
iius  as  president  of  Syria,  and  was  come  as 
an  assessor  to  Herod,  who  had  desired  his 
advice  in  his  present  affairs;  and  as  they  were 
sitting  together,  Antipater  came  upon  them, 
without  knowing  any  thing  of  the  matter;  so 
he  came  into  the  palace  clothed  in  purple. 
The  porters  indeed  received  him  in,  but  ex- 
cluded his  friends.  And  now  he  was  in  great 
disorder,  and  presently  understood  the  condi- 
tion he  was  in,  while,  upon  his  going  to 
salute  his  father,  he  was  repulsed  by  hiin,  who 
called  him  a  murderer  of  bis  brethren,  and  a 
plotter  of  destruction  against  himself,  and 
told  him  that  Varus  should  be  hie  auditor  anil 
his  judge  the  very  next  day;  so  he  found, 
that  what  misfortune  he  now  heard  of  was 
already  upon  him,  with  the  greatness  of  which 
he  went  away  in  confusion ;  upon  which  bly 
mother  and  his  wife  met  him  (which  wife  wai, 
the  daughter  of  Antigonus,  who  was  king  vA 
the  Jews  before  Herod),  from  whom  hfe 
learned  all  circumstances  which  concerned 
him,  and  then  prepared  himself  for  his  trial. 

3.  On  the  next  day  Varus  and  the  kinjf 
sat  together  in  judgment,  and  both  their 
friends  were  also  called  in,  as  also  the  king'» 
relations,  with  his  sister  Salome,  and  as  many 
as  could  discover  any  thing,  and  such  as  had 
been  tortured;  and  besides  these,  some  slaves 
of  Antipater's  mother,  who  were  taken  up  a 
little  before  Antipater's  coming,  and  brought 
with  them  a  written  letter,  the  sum  of  which 
was  this:  That  he  should  not  come  back,  be- 
cause all  was  come  to  his  father's  knowledge, 
and  that  Ca!sar  was  the  only  refuge  he  had 
left  to  prevent  both  bis  and  her  dehvery  into 
his  father's  hands.  Then  did  Antipater  fall 
down  at  his  father's  feet,  and  besought  him 
not  to  prejudge  his  cause,  but  that  he  might  be 
tirst  heard  by  bis  father,  and  that  his  father 
would  keep  himself  stiU  unprejudiced.  So 
Herod  ordere<J  hira  to  be  brought  into  the 
midst,  and  then  lamented  himself  about  his 
chiirlren,  from  whom  he  had  suffered  such  great 
misfortunes;  and  because  Antipater  fell  upon 
him  in  his   old  age.       He   also    reckoned  up 

1  what  maintenance,  and  what  education  he  had 
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given  them;  and  what  seasonable  supplies  of 
wealth  he  had  afforded  them,  according  to 
their  own  desires;  none  of  which  favours  had 
hindered  them  from  contriving  against  him, 
and  from  bringing  his  very  life  into  danger  in 
order  to  gain  his  kingdom,  al'ter  an  impious 
manner,  by  taking  away  his  life  before  the 
course  of  nature,  their  father's  wishes,  or 
'ustice,  required  that  that  kingdom  should 
come  to  them;  and  that  he  wondered  what 
hopes  could  elevate  Antipater  to  such  a  pass 
as  to  be  hardy  enough  to  attempt  such  things; 
that  he  had  by  his  testament  in  writing  de- 
clared him  his  successor  in  the  government; 
and  while  he  was  alive,  he  was  in  no  respect 
inferior  to  him,  either  in  his  illustrious  dig- 
nity, or  in  power  and  authority,  he  having  no 
less  than  fifty  talents  for  his  yearly  income, 
and  bad  received  for  bis  journey  to  Rome  no 
fewer  than  thirty  talents.  He  also  objected 
to  bim  the  case  of  his  brethren  whom  he  had 
accused;  and  if  they  were  guilty,  he  had 
imitated  their  example;  and  if  not,  he  bad 
brought  bim  groundless  accusations  against 
his  Dear  relations;  for  that  he  had  been 
acquainted  »nth  all  those  things  by  him,  and 
by  nobody  else,  and  had  done  what  was  done 
by  his  approbation,  and  whom  he  now 
absolved  from  all  that  was  criminal,  by  be- 
coming the  inheritor  of  the  guilt  of  such 
their  parricide. 

4.  When  Herod  had  thus  spoken,  he  fell 
a-weeping,  and  was  not  able  to  say  any  more ; 
but  at  his  desire  Nicolaus  of  Damascus,  being 
the  king's  finend,  and  always  conversant  with 
him,  and  acquainted  with  whatsoever  he  did, 
and  with  the  circumstances  of  his  affairs,  pro- 
ceeded to  what  remained,  and  explained  all 
that  concerned  the  demonstrations  and  evi- 
dences of  the  facts.  Upon  which  Antipater, 
in  order  to  make  his  legal  defence,  turned 
himself  to  his  father,  and  enlarged  upon  the 
many  indications  he  had  given  of  his  good- 
will to  him;  and  instanced  in  the  honours 
that  had  been  done  him,  which  yet  had  not 
been  done,  had  he  not  deserved  them  by  his 
virtuous  concern  about  him ;  for  that  he  had 
made  provision  for  every  thing  that  was  fit  to 
be  foreseen  beforehand,  as  to  giving  him  his 
wisest  advice;  and  whenever  there  was  occa- 
sion for  the  labour  of  his  own  bands,  he  had 
not  grudged  any  such  pains  for  him.  And 
that  it  was  almost  impossible  that  he,  who  had 
delivered  his  father  from  so  many  treacherous 
contrivances  laid  against  him,  should  be  him' 


and  this  when  it  was  doubtful  whether  h* 
could  obtain  it  or  not;  and  when  be  saw  the 
sad  example  of  bis  brethren  before  bim,  and 
was  both  the  informer  and  the  accuser  against 
them,  at  a  time  when  they  might  not  other- 
wise  have  been  discovered;  nay,  was  the 
author  of  the  punishment  inflicted  upon  them, 
when  it  appeared  evidently  that  they  were 
guilty  of  a  wicked  attempt  against  their  father; 
and  that  even  the  contentions  that  were  in 
the  king's  family,  were  indications  that  he 
had  ever  managed  affairs  out  of  the  sincerest 
affection  to  his  father.  And  as  to  what  he 
had  done  at  Rome,  Csesar  was  a  witness 
thereto,  who  was  yet  no  more  to  be  imposed 
upon  than  God  himself;  of  whose  opinions 
bis  letters  sent  hither  are  sufficient  evidence: 
and  that  it  was  not  reasonable  to  prefer  the 
calumnies  of  such  as  proposed  to  raise  dis- 
turbances, before  those  letters;  the  greatest 
part  of  which  calumnies  had  been  raised 
during  his  absence,  which  gave  scope  to  bis 
enemies  to  forge  them,  which  they  had  not 
been  able  to  do  if  he  had  been  there.  More- 
over he  showed  the  weakness  of  the  evidence  • 
obtained  by  torture,  which  was  commonly 
false;  because  the  distress  men  are  in  under 
such  tortures,  naturally  obliges  them  to  say 
many  things,  in  order  to  please  those  that 
govern  tbem.  He  also  offered  himself  to  the 
torture. 

5.  Hereupon  there  was  a  change  observed 
in  the  assembly,  while  they  greatly  pitied 
Antipater,  who,  by  weeping  and  putting  on 
a  countenance  suitable  to  his  sad  case,  made 
them  commiserate  the  same;  insomuch  that 
his  very  enemies  were  moved  to  compassion; 
and  it  appeared  plainly  that  Herod  himself 
was  affected  in  his  own  mind,  although  he 
was  not  willing  it  should  be  taken  notice  of. 
Then  did  Nicolaus  begin  to  prosecute  what 
the  king  had  begun,  and  that  with  great 
bitterness;  and  summed  up  all  the  evidence 
which  arose  from  the  tortures,  or  from  the 
testimonies.  He  principally  and  largely  crieo 
up  the  king's  virtues,  which  he  had  exhibited 
in  the  maintenance  and  education  of  his  sons; 
while  he  never  co  ild  gain  any  advantage 
thereby,  but  still  fell  from  one  misfortune  to 
another.  Although  he  owned  that  he  n-as 
not  so  much  surprised  with  that  thoughtless 
behaviour  of  his  former  sons,  who  were 
but  young,  and  were  besides  corrupted  by 
wicked  counsellors,  who  were  the  occasion 
of  their   wiping  out  of  their  minds  all  the 


self  in  a  plot  against  bim,  and  so  lose  all  the    righteous  dictates  of  nature,  and  this  out  of 


reputation  he  had  gained  for  his  virtue,  by 
his  wickedness  which  succeeded  it;  and  this 
while  he  had  nothing  to  prohibit  him,  who 
was  already  appointed  his  successor,  to  enjoy 
the  royal  honour  with  his  father  also  ut  present; 
ai  d  that  there  was  no  likelihood  that  &  person 
wLo  bad  the  one  half  of  that  authority  wiibout 
any  danger,  and  with  a  good  character,  >houVd 
bunt  after  the  whole  with  iofamy  and  danger. 


a  desire  of  coming  to  the  government  sooner 
than  they  ought  to  do;  yet  that  he  could  not 
but  justly  stand  amazed  at  the  horrid  wicked- 
ness of  Antipater,  who,  although  he  had  not 
only  had  great  benefits  bestowed  on  him  by 
his  father,  enough  to  tame  his  reason,  yet 
could  not  be  more  tamed  than  the  n.ost 
envenomed  serpents;  whereas  even  those  crea- 
ture* admit  of  some  mitigation,  and  will  not 
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bite  their  benefactors,  while  Antipater  hath 
not  let  the  misfortunes  ol  his  brethren  be  any 
hinderance  to  hio),  but  he  hath  gone  on  tu  iini- 
tate  their  barbarity  notwithstanding.  "Yet 
wast  thou,  O  Antipater  I  (as  thou  hast  thy- 
self coniessed)  the  informer  as  to  what  wicked 
actions  they  had  done,  and  the  searcher  out 
of  the  evidence  against  them,  and  the  author 
of  the  punishment  they  underwent  upon  their 
detection.  Kor  do  we  say  this  as  accusing 
Ibee  for  being  so  zealous  in  thy  anger  against 
them,  but  are  astonished  at  thy  endeavours  to 
imitate  their  proBigate  behaviour ;  and  we 
discover  thereby,  that  thou  didst  not  art  thus 
for  the  safety  of  thy  father,  but  for  the  de- 
struction of  thy  brethren,  that  by  such  outside 
hatred  of  their  impiety  thou  mightest  be 
believed  a  lover  of  thy  father,  and  mightest 
thereby  get  thee  power  enough  to  do  mischief 
with  tU;  greatest  impunity;  which  design  thy 
actions  indeed  demonstrate.  It  is  true,  thou 
tookest  thy  brethren  olf,  because  thou  didst 
convict  them  of  their  wickeil  designs;  but 
thou  didst  not  yield  up  to  justice  those  who 
were  their  partners;  and  thereby  didst  make 
it  evident  to  all  men  that  thou  madest  a  cove- 
nant with  them  against  thy  fatlier,  when  thou 
chosest  to  be  the  accuser  of  thy  brethren,  as 
desirous  to  gain  to  thyself  alone  this  advan- 
tage of  laying  plots  to  kill  thy  father,  and  so 
to  enjoy  double  pleasure,  which  is  truly  worthy 
of  thy  evil  disposition, — .which  thou  ha=t 
openly  shown  against  thy  brethren;  on  which 
account  thou  diilst  rejoice,  as  having  done  a 
Hiost  famous  exploit,  nor  was  that  behaviour 
unworthy  of  thee;  but  if  thy  intention  were 
otherwise,  thou  art  worse  than  they :  while 
thou  didst  contrive  to  hide  thy  treachery 
against  thy  father,  thou  didst  hate  them;  not 
as  plotters  against  thy  father,  for  in  that  case 
thou  hadst  not  thyself  fallen  upoji  the  like 
crime,  but  as  successors  of  his  dominions,  and 
more  worthy  of  that  succession  than  thyself. 
Thou  wouldest  kill  thy  f,ither  after  thy  bre- 
thren, lest  thy  lies  raised  against  them  might 
be  detected ;  and  lest  thou  shouldst  suffer 
what  punishment  thou  ha<lst  deserved,  thou 
hadst  a  mind  to  exact  that  punishment  of  thy 
unhappy  father,  and  didst  devise  such  a  sort 
of  uncommon  parricide  as  the  world  never 
yet  saw;  —  for  thou  who  art  his  son  didst  not 
only  lay  a  treacherous  design  against  thy 
father,  and  didst  it  while  he  loved  thee,  and 
had  been  thy  benefactor,  —  had  made  thee  in 
reality  his  partner  in  the  kingdom,  and  had 
openly  declared  thee  his  successor,  while  thou 
wast  not  forbidden  to  taste  the  sweetness  of 
authority  already,  and  hadst  the  firm  hope  of 
what  was  future  by  thy  father's  determination, 
and  the  security  of  a  written  testament;  but 
for  certain,  thou  didst  not  measure  these  things 
according  to  thy  father's  various  disposition, 
but  according  to  thy  own  thoughts  and  incli- 
nations; and  wast  desirous  to  take  the  part 
that  remained  away  from  thy  too  indulgent 


father,  and  soughtest  to  destroy  him  with  thy 
deeds,  whom  thou  in  words  pretendcdst  to 
preserve.  Nor  wast  thou  content  to  be  wicked 
thyself,  but  thou  fillcdst  thy  mother's  head 
with  thy  devices,  and  raisedst  disturbance 
among  thy  brethren,  and  hadet  the  boldness  to 
call  thy  father  a  wild  beast;  while  thou  hadst 
thyself  a  mind  more  cruel  than  any  serpent, 
whence  thou  scntest  out  that  poison  nmon^ 
thy  nearest  kindred  and  greatest  benefactors, 
and  invitedst  them  to  assist  thee  and  gnnrd 
thee,  and  didst  hedge  thyself  in  on  all  sides 
by  the  artitices  of  both  men  and  women, 
against  an  old  man, — as  though  that  mind  ot 
thine  was  not  sutlicient  of  itself  to  support  so 
great  a  hatred  as  thou  barest  to  him;  and 
here  thou  appearest,  after  the  tortures  of  frec- 
nien,  of  domestics,  of  men  and  women,  whicii 
have  been  examined  on  thy  account,  and 
after  the  informations  of  thy  fellow-conspira- 
tors, as  making  haste  to  contradict  the  truth ; 
and  hast  thought  on  ways  not  onlv-how  to 
take  thy  father  out  of  the  world,  but  to  ilisan- 
nul  that  written  law  which  is  against  thee, 
and  the  virtue  of  Varus,  and  the  nature  of 
justice;  nay,  sucli  is  that  impudence  of  thine 
on  which  thou  conlidest,  that  thou  desirest  to 
be  put  to  the  torture  thyself,  while  thou 
allegest  that  the  tortures  of  those  already 
examined  thereby  have  made  them  tell  lies; 
that  those  that  have  been  the  deliverers  of  thy 
lather  may  not  be  allowed  to  have  spoken  the 
truth;  but  that  thy  tortures  may  be  esteemed 
the  discoverers  of  truth.  Wilt  not  thou,  O 
Varus!  deliver  the  king  from  the  injuries  ol 
his  kindred?  Wilt  not  thou  destroy  this 
wicke<i  wild  beast,  which  hath  pretended  kind- 
ness to  his  father,  in  order  to  destroy  his  bre- 
thren; while  yet  he  is  himself  alone  ready  to 
Ciirry  off  the  kingilom  immediately,  and  ap- 
pears to  be  the  most  bloody  butcher  to  him 
of  them  all?  for  thou  art  sensible  thiit  par- 
ricide is  a  general  iiijuty  l)Oth  to  natine  and 
to  common  life;  and  that  the  intention  ui 
parricide  is  not  inferior  to  its  preparation  ; 
and  he  who  does  not  punish  it,  is  injurious  to 
nature  itself." 

6.  Nicolaus  added  farther  what  belonged 
to  Antipater's  mother,  and  whatsoever  she 
had  prattled  like  a  woman;  as  aUo  about  the 
predictions  and  the  sacrifices  relating  to  the 
king;  and  \vhatsoever  Antipater  had  done 
lasciviously  in  his  cups  and  his  amours  among 
Pheroras's  women ;  the  examination  upon 
torture;  and  whatsoever  concerned  the  tes- 
timonies of  the  witnesses,  which  were  many,  and 
of  various  kinds;  some  prepared  beforehand, 
and  others  were  sudden  answers,  which  fartfter 
declared  and  confirmed  the  foregoing  evi- 
dence. For  those  men  who  were  itc*:  ec- 
quainted  with  Antipater's  practices,  but  had 
concealed  them  out  of  fear,  when  ttiey  saw 
that  he  was  exposed  to  the  accusations  ot  tDe 
former  witnesses,  and  that  his  great  good  for 
tune,  which  had  snpportt^d  Lim  hitherto,  bad 
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now  evi<lently  betrtlyed  him  into  the  hands  of 
his  unetiiies,  who  were  now  insatiable  in  their 
hatre<l  to  liim,  told  all  they  knew  of  him ;  and 
his  ruin  was  now  hastened,  not  so  much  by 
the eiuuityiif  those  Ibatwere  his  accusers, as  by 
his  gross,  inipmlent,  and  wicked  contrivances, 
and  by  his  ill-will  to  his  father  and  his 
brethren;  while  he  had  filled  their  house  >vith 
disturbance,  and  caused  them  to  murder  one 
another;  and  was  neither  fair  in  his  hatred 
nor  kind  in  his  friendship,  but  just  so  far  as 
served  his  own  turn.  Now,  there  were  a 
jreat  number  who  for  a  long  time  beforehand 
hud  seen  all  this,  and  especially  such  as  were 
naturally  disposed  to  judge  of  matters  by  the 
rides  of  virtue,  because  they  were  used  to  de- 
termine about  atTairs  without  passion,  but  bad 
been  restrained  from  making  any  open  com- 
plaints before;  these,  upon  the  leave  now 
given  them,  produced  all  that  they  knew 
before  the  public.  The  demonstrations  also  of 
these  wicked  facts  could  no  way  be  disproved ; 
because  the  many  witnesses  there  were  did 
neither  speak  out  of  favour  to  Herod,  nor 
were  they  obliged  to  keep  what  they  had  to 
say  silent,  out  of  suspicion  of  any  danger  they 
were  in;  but  they  spake  what  they  knew', 
because  they  thought  such  actions  very  wicked, 
and  that  Antipater  deserved  the  greatest 
punishment;  and  indeed  not  so  much  for 
lierod's  safety,  as  on  account  of  the  man's  own 
wickedness.  Many  things  were  also  said,  I 
and  those  by  a  great  number  of  persons,  who 
were  no  way  obliged  to  say  them:  insomuch 
that  Antipater,  who  used  generally  to  be  very 
shrewd  in  his  lies  and  impudence,  was  not 
able  to  say  one  word  to  the  contrary.  When 
Niculaus  had  left  otf  speaking,  and  had  pro- 
iluced  the  evidence.  Varus  bade  Antipater  to 
betake  himself  to  the  making  his  defence,  if 
be  had  prepared  any  tiling  whereby  it  might 
appear  that  he  was  not  guilty  of  the  crimes 
he  was  accuse<i  of;  for  that,  as  he  was  himself 
desirous,  so  did  he  know  that  his  father  was 
in  like  manner  desirous  also  to  have  him  found 
entirely  iiniocent;  but  Antipater  fell  down 
on  his  face,  and  appealed  to  God  and  to  all 
men,  for  testimonials  of  his  innocency,  desiring 
that  God  would  declare,  by  some  evident 
signals,  that  he  had  not  laid  any  plot  against 
his  father.  This  being  the  usual  method  of 
all  men  destitute  of  virtue,  that,  when  they 
set  aboat  any  wicked  undertakings,  they  fall 
to  work  according  to  their  own  inclinations, 
as  if  tuey  believed  that  God  was  uncon- 
cerned in  human  affairs;  but  when  once  they 
are  found  out,  and  are  in  danger  of  undergo- 
ing the  punishment  due  to  their  crimes,  they 
endeavour  to  overthrow  all  the  evidence 
against  them,  by  appealing  to  God ;  which  was 
the  very  thing  which  Antipater  now  did;  for 
wh-jreas  he  had  done  every  thing  as  if  there 
were  no  God  in  the  world,  when  he  was  on  all 
sides  distressed  by  justice,  and  when  he  had 
no  other  advantage  to  expect  from  any  legal 


proofs,  by  which  he  might  disprove  the  acen 
sations  laid  against  him,  he  impudently  abused 
the  majesty  of  God,  and  ascribed  it  to  his 
power,  that  he  hath  been  preeervod  hitherto; 
and  produced  before  them  all  what  difficulties 
he  had  ever  undergone  in  his  bold  acting  for 
his  father's  preservation. 

7.  So  when  Varus,  upon  asking  Antipater 
what  he  had  to  say  for  himself,  found  that  he 
bad  nothing  to  say  besides  his  appeal  to  God, 
and  saw  that  there  was  no  end  of  that,  he 
bade  them  bring  the  potion  before  the  court, 
that  he  might  see  what  virtue  still  remained 
in  it;  and  when  it  was  brought,  and  one  that 
was  condemned  to  die  had  drank  it  by  Yarus's 
command,  he  died  presently.  Then  Varus 
got  up,  and  departed  out  of  the  court,  and 
went  away  the  day  following  to  Antioch, 
where  his  usual  residence  was,  because  that 
was  the  palace  of  the  Syrians;  upon  which 
Herod  laid  bis  son  in  bonds:  but  what  were 
Varus 's  discourses  to  Herod,  was  not  known 
to  the  generality,  and  upon  what  words  it  was 
that  he  went  away;  though  it  was  also  gene- 
rally supposed,  that  whatsoever  Herod  did 
afterward  about  his  son,  was  done  with  his 
approbation:  but  when  Herod  had  bound  his 
son,  he  sent  letters  to  Rome  to  Cicsar  about 
him,  and  such  messengers  withal  as  should, 
by  word  of  mouth,  inform  Caesar  of  Antipatcr's 
wickedness.  Now,  at  this  very  time,  there 
was  seized  a  letter  of  Antiphilus,  written  to 
Antipater  out  of  Egypt  (for  be  lived  there); 
and,  when  it  was  opened  by  the  king,  it  was 
found  to  contain  what  follows: — "  I  have  sent 
thee  Acme's  letter,  and  hazarded  my  own  life; 
for  thou  knowest  that  I  am  in  danger  from 
two  families,  if  I  be  discovered.  1  wish  thee 
good  success  in  thy  affair."  These  were  the 
contents  of  this  letter;  but  the  king  made 
inquiry  about  the  other  letter  also,  for  it  did  not 
appear;  and  Antiphilus's  slave,  who  brought 
that  letter  which  bad  been  read,  denied  that 
he  had  received  the  other:  but  while  the  king 
was  in  doubt  about  it,  one  of  Herod's  friends 
seeing  a  seam  upon  the  inner  coa*  of  the  slave, 
and  a  doubling  of  the  cloth  (for  he  had  two 
coats  on)  he  guessed  that  the  letter  might  be 
within  that  doubling;  which  accordingly 
proved  to  be  true.  So  they  took  out  the 
letter;  and  its  contents  were  these: — "'Acme 
to  Antipater.  I  have  written  such  a  letter  to 
thy  father  as  thou  desiredst  me.  I  have  also 
taken  a  copy  and  sent  it,  as  if  it  came  from 
Salome,  to  my  lady  [Livia];  which  when  thou 
readest,  I  knowthat  Herod  will  punish  Salome, 
as  plotting  against  him."  Now,  this  pretended 
letter  of  Salome  to  her  lady  was  composed 
by  Antipater,  in  the  name  of  Salome,  as  to 
its  meaiung,  but  in  the  words  of  Acme.  The 
letter  was  this:  — "  .4cme  to  king  Herod. 
1  have  done  my  endeavour  that  nothing  that 
is  done  against  thee  should  be  concealed  from  " 
thee.  So,  upon  my  finding  a  letter  of  Salome 
written   to   my   lady   against   thee,    I    have' 
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WTitten  out  a  copy  and  sent  it  to  thee ;  with 
bozurd  to  inysell,  but  for  thy  advantage.  The 
reason  why  she  wrote  it  was  this,  —  that  she 
hud  a  mind  to  be  married  to  Sylleus.  Do 
thou  therefore  tear  this  letter  in  pieees,  that  I 
may  not  come  into  danger  of  my  life."  Now 
Acme  had  written  to  Antipater  himself,  and 
informed  him,  that  in  compliance  with  his 
command,  she  had  both  herself  written  to  He- 
rod, as  if  Salome  bad  laid  a  sudden  plot  en- 
tirely a^rainst  him,  and  had  herself  sent  a  copy 
of  an  epistle,  as  coming  from  Salome  to  her 
lady.  Now  Acme  was  a  Jew  by  birth,  and  a 
servant  to  Julia,  Caesar'.;  wife;  and  did  this 
out  of  her  friendship  for  Antipater,  as  Imviiigr 
been  corrupted  by  him  with  a  large  present  of 
money,  to  assist  in  his  pernicious  designs 
aifainst  his  father  antl  Ids  aunt. 

8.  Hereupon  Herod  was  so  <imazed  at  the 
prodigious  wickedness  of  .Antipater,  that  he 
was  ready  to  have  ordered  him  to  be  slain  im- 
mediately, as  a  turbulent  person  in  the  most 
important  concerns,  and  as  one  that  had  laid 
a  plot  not  only  against  himself,  but  against 
bis  sister  also;  and  even  corrupted  Ciesar's 
own  domestics.  Salome  also  provoked  him  to 
it,  beating  her  breast,  and  bidding  him  kill  her, 
if  he  could  produce  any  credible  testimony 
that  she  had  acted  in  that  manner.  Herod 
also  sent  for  his  son,  and  asked  him  about 
this  matter,  and  bade  him  contradict  it  if  be 
could,  and  not  suppress  any  thing  he  had  to 
say  for  himself;  and  when  he  had  not  one 
word  to  say,  he  asked  him,  since  he  was  every 
way  caught  in  his  villany,  that  he  would  make 
no  farther  delay  but  discover  his  associates 
in  these  his  wicked  designs.  So  he  laid  all 
upon  Antiphilus;  but  discovered  nobody  else. 
Hereupon  Herod  was  in  such  great  grief,  that 
he  was  ready  to  send  his  son  to  Rome  to 
Cfesar,  there  to  give  an  account  of  these  his 
wicked  contrivances.  But  he  soon  became 
afraid,  lest  he  might  there,  by  the  assistance 
of  his  friends,  escape  the  danger  he  was  in: 
so  he  kept  him  bound  as  before,  and  sent 
more  ambassadors  and  letters  [to  Rome]  to 
accuse  his  son,  and  an  account  of  what  as- 
sistance Acme  had  given  him  in  his  wicked 
designs,  with  copies  of  the  epistles  bcfore- 
mentiouecl. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

CONCERKING  THE  DISEASE  THAT  HEROD  FELL 
INTO,  AND  THE  SEDITION  WHICH  THE  JEWS 
RAISED  THEREUPON;  WITH  THE  PUNISH- 
MENT OF  THE  SEDITIOUS. 

§  1.  Now  Herod's  ambassadors  made  haste  to 
Rome;  but  sent,  as  instructed  beforehand, 
what  answers  they  were  to  make  to  the  ques- 
tions put  to  thera.      They  also  carried  the 


epistles  with  them.  But  Herod  now  fell  into 
a  distemper,  and  uiade  his  will,  and  bequeathed 
his  kingdom  to  [Antipas],  his  youngest 
son ;  and  this  out  of  that  hatred  to  Archelaus 
and  Philip,  which  the  c.dumnies  of  Anti- 
pater had  raised  against  them.  He  also  be- 
queathed a  thousand  talents  to  C^sar,  and 
live  hundred  to  Julia,  Ciesar's  wife,  to  Ofi 
sar's  children,  and  friend.s,  and  freedmeu 
He  also  distributed  among  his  sons  and  thei 
sons  his  money,  his  revenues,  and  his  lands. 
He  also  made  Salome,  his  sister,  very  rich, 
because  she  had  continued  faithful  to  him  in 
all  his  circumstances,  and  was  never  so  rash 
as  to  do  him  any  harm.  -And  as  he  despaired 
of  recOKiing,  for  he  was  about  the  seven- 
tieth year  of  his  age,  he  grew  fierce,  and  in- 
dulged the  bitterest  anger  upon  all  occasions; 
the  cause  whereof  was  this,  that  he  thought 
himself  despiseil,  and  that  the  nation  was 
pleased  with  his  mirfortunes;  besides  which, 
he  resented  a  sedition  which  some  of  the 
lower  sort  of  men  excited  against  him,  the 
occasion  of  which  was  as  follows:  — 

2.  There  was  one  Judas,  the  son  of  Sari- 
pheus,  anil  -Matthias,  the  son  of  JIargalotbus 
two  of  the  most  elorpient  men  among  the 
Jews,  and  the  most  celebrated  interpreters  ol 
the  Jewish  laws,  and  men  well -beloved  by 
the  people,  because  of  their  education  of  Iheil 
youth;  for  all  those  that  were  studious  ol 
vnrtue  frequented  their  lectures  every  day. 
These  men,  when  they  found  that  the  king's 
distemper  was  incurable,  excited  the  young 
men  that  they  would  pull  doivn  all  those 
works  which  the  king  htid  erected  contrary  to 
the  law  of  their  fathers,  and  thereby  obtain 
the  rewards  which  the  law  will  confer  on 
them  for  such  actions  of  piety;  for  that  it 
was  truly  on  account  of  Herod's  rashness  in 
making  such  things  as  the  law  had  forbidden, 
that  his  other  misfortunes,  and  this  distemper 
also,  which  was  so  unusual  among  niankijid, 
and  «ith  which  he  was  now  afflicted,  came 
upon  him:  for  Herod  had  caused  such  things 
to  be  niaile,  which  were  contrary  to  the  law, 
of  which  he  was  accused  by  Jinias  and  Jlat- 
thias;  for  the  king  had  erected  over  the  great 
gate  of  the  temple  a  large  golden  eagle,  of 
great  value,  ami  had  dedicated  it  to  the  tem- 
ple. Now,  the  law  forbids  those  that  pro- 
pose to  live  according  to  it,  to  erect  images,* 
or  rej)rescntations  of  any  living  creature.  So 
these  wise  men  persuaded  [their  scholars]  to 
pull  down  the  golden  eagle;  alleging,  that 
although  they  shoulil  incur  any  danger  which 
might  bring  them  to  their  deaths,  the  virtue 
of  the  action  now  proposed  to  them  would 
appear  much  more  advant.igeous  to  them 
than  the  pleasures  of  life;  since  they  would 
die  for  the  preservation  and  observation  of 
the  law  of  their  fathers ;  since  they  would  also 

•  That  the  tnakinj^  •^(  itnaireK,  without  an  intentiou 
to  wuriliip  lliem,  was  not  nnlaivfitl  t  •  the  Jews  see  U» 
Dote  on  Antiq.  b.  viii.  cti.  vii.  sect.  5- 
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acqaire  an  everlasting  fame  and  commenda- 
tion; since  they  would  be  both  commended 
by  the  present  generation,  and  leave  an 
example  of  life  that  would  never  be  forgotten 
to  posterity;  since  that  common  calamity  of 
dying  cannot  be  avoided  by  our  living  so  as 
to  escape  any  such  dangers:  that  therefore  it 
is  a  right  thing  for  those  who  are  in  love  with" 
virtuous  conduct,  to  wait  for  that  fatal  hour 
y  such  a  behaWour  as  may  carry  them  out 
of  the  world  with  praise  and  honour;  and 
that  this  will  alleviate  death  to  such  a  degree, 
thus  to  come  at  it  by  the  performance  of 
brave  actions,  which  bring  us  into  danger  of 
it;  and  at  the  same  time  to  leave  that  repu- 
tation behind  them  to  their  children,  and  to 
all  their  relations,  whether  they  be  men  or 
women,  which  will  be  of  great  advantage  to 
them  afterward. 

3.  And  H-ith  such  discourses  as  this  did 
these  men  excite  the  young  men  to  this 
action;  and  a  report  being  come  to  them  that 
the  king  was  dead,  this  was  an  addition  to  the 
^vise  men's  persuasions;  so,  in  the  very  middle 
of  the  day  they  got  upon  the  place,  they 
pulled  down  the  eagle,  and  cut  it  into  pieces 
with  axes,  while  a  great  number  of  the  people 
were  in  the  temple.  And  now  the  king's 
captain,  upon  bearing  what  the  undertaking 
was,  and  supposing  it  was  a  thing  of  a  higher 
nature  than  it  proved  to  be,  came  up  thither, 
having  a  great  band  of  soldiers  with  him,  such 
as  was  suilicient  to  put  a  stop  to  the  multitude 
of  those  who  pulled  down  what  was  dedicated 
to  God:  so  he  fell  upon  them  unexpectedly, 
and  as  they  were  upon  this  bold  attempt,  in  a 
foolish  presumption  rather  than  a  cautious 
circumspection,  as  is  usual  with  the  multi- 
tude, and  while  they  were  in  disorder,  and 
incautious  of  what  was  for  their  advantage, — 
so  be  caught  no  fewer  than  forty  of  the  young 
men,  who  had  the  courage  to  stay  behind 
when  the  rest  ran  away,  together  with  the 
authors  of  this  bold  attempt,  Judas  and  Mat- 
thias, who  thought  it  an  ignominious  thing  to 
retire  upon  his  approach,  and  led  them  to  the 
king.  And  when  they  were  come  to  the  king, 
and  he  had  asked  them  if  they  had  been  so 
hold  as  to  pull  down  what  he  had  dedicated 
to  God,  •'  Yes  (said  they)  what  was  contrived 
we  contrived,  and  what  hath  been  performed, 
we  performed  it;  and  that  with  such  a  vir- 
tuous courage  as  becomes  men;  for  we  have 
giver,  our  assistance  to  those  things  which 
were  deaicated  to  the  majesty  of  God,  and  we 
have  provided  for  what  we  have  learned  by 
heanng  the  law;  and  it  ought  not  to  be  won- 
derea  at,  ii  we  esteem  those  laws  which  Muses 
had  suggested  to  him,  and  were  taught  him 
by  oo<l,  and  which  he  wrote  and  left  behind 
him.  more  worthy  of  observation  than  thy 
coiPmaj;ds.  Accordingly,  we  will  undergo 
deatn,  and  all  sorts  of  punishments  which 
thou  canst  inflict  upon  us,  with  pica>ure.  suice 
we  are  conscious  to  ourselves  that  we  shall 


die,  not  for  any  unrighteous  actions,  but  foi 
our  love  to  religion."  And  thus  ihey  all  said* 
and  their  courage  was  suU  equal  to  their  pro- 
fession, and  equal  to  that  with  which  they 
readily  set  about  this  undertaking.  And  when 
the  king  had  ordered  them  to  be  bound,  he 
sent  them  to  Jericho,  and  called  together  the 
principal  men  among  the  Jews;  and  when 
they  were  come,  he  made  them  assemble  in 
the  theatre,  and  because  he  could  not  himself 
stand,  he  lay  upon  a  couch,  and  enumerated 
the  many  labours  that  be  bad  long  endured 
on  their  account,  and  his  building  of  the  tem- 
ple, and  what  a  vast  charge  that  was  to  him; 
while  the  Asamoneans,  during  the  hundred 
and  twenty-bve  years  of  their  government, 
had  not  been  able  to  perform  any  so  great  a 
work  for  the  honour  of  God  as  that  was:  that 
he  bad  also  adorned  it  with  very  valuable 
donations;  on  which  account  he  hoped  that  he 
had  left  himself  a  memorial,  and  procured 
himself  a  reputation  alter  his  death.  He 
then  cried  out,  that  these  men  had  not 
abstained  from  alFronting  him,  even  in  his 
life-time,  but  that,  in  the  vi^ry  day-time,  and 
in  the  sight  of  the  multitude,  tbey  had  abuiied 
him  to  that  degree,  as  to  tall  upon  what  he 
had  dedicated,  and  in  that  way  of  abuse,  had 
pulled  it  down  to  the  ground.  They  pre- 
tended, indeed,  that  they  did  it  to  affront  him; 
but  if  any  one  consider  the  thing  truly,  they 
will  tind  ihp.t  they  were  guilty  of  sacrilege 
against  God  therein. 

4.  Hut  the  people,  on  account  of  Herod's 
barbarous  temper,  and  for  fear  he  should  be 
so  cruel  as  to  inHict  punishment  on  them,  said 
what  was  done,  was  done  without  approbation, 
and  that  it  seemed  to  them  that  the  actors 
might  well  be  punished  for  what  they  had 
done.  But  as  for  Uerod,  he  dealt  more 
mildly  with  others  [of  the  assembl)];  but  he 
deprived  Matthias  of  the  high -priesthood,  as  in 
part  an  occasion  of  this  action,  and  made 
Joazar,  who  was  Matthias's  wife's  brother, 
high-priest  in  his  stead.  Now  it  happened, 
that  during  the  time  of  the  high-priesthood 
of  this  Matthias,  there  was  another  person 
made  high-priest  for  a  single  day,  that  very 
day  which  the  Jews  observed  as  a  fast.  The 
occasion  was  this:  —  This  Matthias  the  high- 
priest,  on  the  night  before  that  day  when  the 
fast  was  to  be  celebrated,  seemed,  in  a  dream,* 

•  This  fact,  that  one  Jostph  was  made  biKb-phett  for 
a  sioglr  da>.  od  occasiOD  of  Hit-  actioa  here  ipccitied.  that 
befel  Matlliiat,  the  real  hiKb-pnest,  id  bis  sleep,  the 
oiKht  befure  tbe  creatday  of  expiation,  is  atlesled  to  bolb 
in  Ibe  Misbna  and  I'almud,  as  Or.  Hud&uo  b«:re  tiilun&s 
us.  And  indeed  Irum  tliis  fact,  tbus  lullj  atlcMed,  we 
may  confute  that  prrleuded  rule  in  the  Talmud  berc 
mentioned,  and  endeavoured  to  be  excused  by  Relaod, ' 
that  Ibe  bigh-piirstt  was  not  sullered  to  seep  Ibe  oii^bt 
bt;fore  that  creal  da>  of  expiation;  wbicb  walchinj^  Would 
surely  rather  unQt  dim  f<<r  tue  many  imporlaot  dunes  hb 
Was  lo  pertorm  od  that  solemn  da),  tiiao  dispose  tiim 
duly  to  perfuroi  tbem.  Nor  do  sucb  Taliuudical  rules, 
when  unsupported  by  beUtr  evidence,  roucli  less  wben 
contradictrd  I'wrrb).  srem  to  me  y(  weiijlit  ei.o'nti  to 
cte!«r«e  itml  so  crtat  a  Oiau  aa  Kclund  »bouid  apead  bit 
lime  lo  codc^Tours  at  tlieir  vtodicaiion. 
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(o   have    conversation   mth    his    wife;    and    men  of  the  entire  Jewish  nation,  wheresoever 
becau-e  lie  could  not  olTiciate  himself  on  that    they  lived,  should  be  called  to  hira.     Accor- 


account,  Joseph,  the  son  of  Elleiuus,  his  kins- 
man, assisted  hiui  in  that  sacred  odice.  But 
llcrod  deprived  this  .Matthias  of  the  high- 
priesthood,  and  burnt  the  other  Matthias,  who 
had  raised  the  sedition,  with  his  companions, 
alive.  And  that  very  night  there  was  an 
eclipse  of  the  moon.* 

But    now    Herod's   distemper   greatiy 


diiigly,  there  were  a  great  number  that  came, 
because  the  whole  ration  was  called,  and  all" 
men  heard  of  this  call,  and  death  was  the 
penalty  of  such  as  should  despise  the  epistles 
that  were  sent  to  call  them.  And  now  the 
king  was  in  a  wild  rage  against  them  all,  the 
innocent  as  well  as  those  that  had  afforded  hiin 
ground  lor  accusations;  and  when  they  were 


increased  upon  him  atter  a   severe  manner,  ]  come,  he  ordered  them  all  to  be  shut  up  in 


and  this  bv  God's  judf^uient  upon  him  for  his 
sills:  for  a  tire  glowed  in  him  slowly,  which 
did  not  so  much  appear  to  the  touch  out- 
wardly, as  it  augmented  his  pains  inwardly; 
for  it  brought  upon  hiin  a  vehement  appetite 
to  eating,  which  he  could  not  avoid  to  supply 
with  one  sort  of  food  or  other.  His  entrails 
were  also  exulcerated.  and  the  chief  violence 
of  his  pain  lay  on  his  colon;  an  aqueous  and 
trausparent  liquor  also  had  settled  itself  about 
his  leet,  and  a  like  matter  afflicted  him  at 
the  bottom  of  his  belly.  Nay,  farther,  his 
privy-member  was  putritied,  and  produced 
worms;  and  when  he  sat  upright  he  had  a 
dilHculty  of  breathing,  which  was  very  loath- 
some, on  account  of  the  stench  of  his  breath, 
and  the  quickness  of  its  returns;  he  had  also 
convulsions  in  all  parts  of  his  body,  which  in- 
creased his  strength  to  an  insufferable  degree. 
It  was  said  by  those  who  pretended  to  divine, 
and  who  were  endued  with  wisdom  to  fore- 
tell such  things,  that  God  inflicted  this  pun- 
ishment on  the  king  on  account  of  his  great 
impiety;  yet  was  he  still  in  hopes  of  recover- 
ing, though  his  aflflictions  seemed  greater  than 
eiiy  one  could  bear.  lie  also  sent  for  physi- 
cians, and  di<l  not  refuse  to  follow  what  they 
prescribed  for  his  assistance;  and  went  beyond 
the  river  Jordan,  and  bathed  himself  in  warm 
baths  that  were  at  Callirrhoe,  which,  besides 
their  other  general  virtues,  were  also  lit 
to  drink;  which  water  runs  into  the  lake 
called  .\sphaltitis.  And  when  the  physicians 
oiiee  thought  lit  to  have  him  bathed  in  a 
vessel  full  of  oil,  it  was  su|iposed  that  he  was 
just  dying;  but,  upon  the  lamentable  cries  of 
his  domestics,  he  revived;  and  having  no 
longer  the  least  hopes  of  recovering,  he  gave 
order  that  every  soldier  should  be  paid  fiity 
drachma*;  and  he  aUn  gave  a  great  deal  to 
their  commanders,  and  to  his  friends,  and 
came  again  to  Jericho,  where  he  grew  so  cho- 
leric, that  it  brought  him  to  do  all  things  like 
a  madman;  and  though  he  were  near  his 
death,  he  contrived  the  following  wicked 
designs.     He  commanded  that  all  the  principal 


•  This  eclipse  of  the  moon  (which  is  the  only  eclipse 
of  either  nf  the  Iiiminuries  mentioneil  hy  onr  JoBeplius  iu 
nny  of  his  writiug^)  is  of  Ihe  Krealesl  consequence  lor  the 
(ielerramftiion  of  llic  time  lur  tiie  ileiilli  i-f  (ieroj  iind  ,' n- 
lipater.  and  f.)r  the  liirlh  and  enlire  chronolony  of  .lesus 
Clirist.  Itluppened  March  13lh.  in  Ihe  year ol  theJniian 
period  -I'm  and  the  -HIi  >ear  hefore  the  Cliiistijn  a^ra. 
:*ee  US  cah-olalion  by  I'.e  Riles  of  isltoni>oiv.  at  llie  end 
af  (lie  Aktrooomical  Lecturei,  edit-  l-at.  p.  4ol.  4o:i. 


the  hippodrome, t  and  sent  for  his  sister 
Salome,  and  her  husband  Alexas,  and  spake 
thus  to  them:  — "  1  shall  die  in  a  little  time,  so 
great  are  my  pains;  which  death  ought  to  be 
eheeriully  borne,  and  to  be  welcomed  by  all 
men;  but  what  principally  troubles  ine  is 
this,  that  I  shall  die  without  being  lamented, 
and  without  such  mourning  as  men  usually 
expect  at  a  king's  death."  For  that  he  was 
not  unacquainted  with  the  temper  of  the  Jews, 
that  his  death  would  be  a  thing  very  desirable, 
and  exceedingly  acceptable  to  them;  becausu 
during  his  liletiine  they  were  ready  to  revolt 
from  him,  and  to  abuse  the  donations  he  had 
dedicjited  to  God:  that  it  therefore  was  their 
business  to  resolve  to  afford  him  some  allevi- 
atioii  of  his  great  sorrows  on  this  occasion; 
for  that,  if  they  do  not  refuse  him  their  con- 
sent ill  what  he  desires,  he  shall  have  a  great 
inourning  at  his  funeral,  and  such  as  never 
any  king  had  before  him ;  for  then  the  whole 
nation  would  mourn  from  their  very  soul, 
which  otherwise  would  be  done  in  sport  and 
mockery  only.  He  de^ired  therefore  that  aa 
soon  as  they  see  he  hath  given  up  the  ghost, 
they  shall  pUiee  soldiers  round  the  hippodrome, 
while  they  do  not  know  that  he  is  dead;  and 
that  they  shall  not  declare  his  death  to  the 
multitude  till  this  is  done,  but  that  they  shall 
give  orders  to  have  those  that  are  in  custody 
shot  wilh  their  darts;  and  that  this  slaughter 
of  them  all  will  cause  that  he  shall  not  miss 
to  rejoice  on  a  double  account;  that  as  he  is 
dying,  they  will  make  him  secure  that  his  will 
shall  be  executed  in  what  he  charges  them  to 
do;  and  that  he  shall  have  the  honour  of  a 
memorable  moiirning  at  his  funeral.  So  he 
deplored  his  coiulition,  with  tears  in  his  eyes, 
and  obte^ted  them  by  the  kindness  due  from 
them,  as  of  his  kindred,  and  by  the  faith  they 
owed  to  God,  and  begged  of  them  that  thty 
would  not  hinder  him  of  this  hononrabie 
mourning  at  hi>  funeral.  So  they  promised 
him  not  to  transgress  his  commands. 

6.  Now  any  one  may  easily  discover  the 
temper  of  this  man's  mind,  which  not  only 
took  pleasure  in  doing  what  he  had  done 
formerly  against  his  relations,  out  of  the  love 
of  life,  but  by  those  commands  of  his  which 
savour^'d  of  no  humanity;  since  he  took  cure, 
when  he  was  llepartiiig  out  of  this  life,  (hat 
the  whole  nation  should  be  put  into  mouiriiiig, 

^  A  place  for  the  horse-racea. 


470 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS. 


BOOK  XTH, 


«nd    indeed   made  desolate  of   their  dearest    for  some  of  his  guards,  and  commanded  them 
kuidred,   when  he  gave   order  that  one   out    to  kill  Antipater  without  any  farther  delay, 


of  every    family    should    be    slain,    although 
*bey  had   done   nothing  that  was  unjust,  or 
against   him,  nor  were   they  accused  of  any 
other  crimes;  while  it  is  usual  for  those  who] 
have  anv  regard  to  virtue,  to  lay  aside  their  ■ 
batred  at  such  a  time,  even  with  respect  to  [ 
those  they  justly  esteemed  their  enemies. 


CHAPTER  VIL 

BEROD  HAS  THOUGHTS  OF  KILLING  HIMSELF 
WITH  HIS  OWN  HAND;  AND  A  LITTLE  AF- 
TEKWAHDS  HE  ORDERS  ANTIPATER  TO  BE 
SLAIN. 

§  1.  As  he  was  giving  these  commands  to  his 
relations,  there  came  letters  from  his  ambas- 
sadors, who  had  been  sent  to  Rome  unto 
Csesar,  which  when  they  were  read,  their  pur- 
port was  this:  —  That  Acme  was  slain  by  Cx- 
sar,  out  of  bis  indignation  at  what  hand  she 
had  in  Antipater's  wicked  practices;  and  that 
as  to  Antipater  himself,  Caesar  left  it  to  He- 
rod to  act  as  became  a  fetbcr  and  a  king,  and 
cither  to  banish  him  or  to  take  away  his  life, 
which  he  pleased.  VTben  Herod  heard  this, 
he  was  somewhat  better,  out  of  the  pleasure 
be  had  from  the  contents  of  the  letters,  and 
was  elevated  at  the  death  of  Acme,  and  at 
the  power  that  was  given  him  over  his  son; 
but,  as  his  pains  were  become  very  great,  he 
was  now  ready  to  faint  for  want  of  something 
to  eat;  so  he  called  for  an  apple  and  a  knife; 
for  it  was  his  custom  formerly  to  pare  the 
apple  himself,  and  soon  afterwards  to  cut  it, 
and  eat  it.  When  he  had  got  the  knife,  he 
looked  about,  and  hud  a  mijid  to  stab  himself 
with  it;  and  he  had  done  it,  had  not  his  first 
cousin,  .\chiabus,  prevented  him,  and  held 
bis  hand,  and  cried  out  loudly.  Whereupon 
a  woful  lamentation  echoed  through  the  pa- 
lace, and  a  great  tumult  was  made,  as  if  the 
king  were  dead.  Upon  which  Antipater,  who 
verily  believed  his  father  was  deceased,  grew 
bold  in  his  discourse,  as  hoping  to  be  imme- 
diately and  entirely  released  from  his  bonds, 
and  to  take  the  kingdom  into  his  hands,  with- 
out any  more  ado;  so  he  discoursed  with  the 
jailor  about  letting  him  go,  and  in  that  case 
promised  him  great  things,  both  now  and 
liereafter,  as  if  that  were  the  only  thing  now 
in  question;  but  the  jailor  did  not  only 
refuse  to  do  what  Antipater  would  have  him, 
but  informed  the  king  of  his  intentions,  and 
how  many  solicitations  be  had  had  from  him 
[of  luat  nature].  Hereupon  Herod,  who 
hiid  I'ormeriy  no  affection  or  good -will  to- 
wards hi>  son  to  ^e^t^ain  liiin,  u  lien  he  heard 
what  ihe  jailor  said,  he  cried  uut,  and  beat 
his  head,  although  ht*  was  at  ilcath's  door, 
and  raised  BimS4.'If  upon  his  elbow,  and  sent 


and  to  do  it  presently,  and  to  bury  him  in 
an  ignoble  manner  at  Hyrcania. 


CHAPTER  VnL 

CONCERNING    HEROD's     DEATH,    AND    TESTA- 
MENT, AND  BtJKIAL. 

§  1.  And  now  Herod  altered  his  testament 
upon  the  alteration  of  bis  mind;  for  be  ap- 
pointed Antipas,  to  whom  he  had  before  left 
the  kingdom,  to  be  tetrarch  of  Galilee  and  Be- 
rea,  and  granted  the  kingdom  to  Archelaus. 
He  also  gave  Gaulonitis,  and  Trachonitis, 
and  Paneas,  to  Philip,  who  was  his  son,  but 
own  brother  to  .\rchelaus,'  by  the  name  of  a 
Tetrarchy;  and  bequeathed  Jamnia,  and  Ash- 
dod,  and  Phasaelis,  to  Salome  his  sister,  with 
five  hundred  thousand  [drachmae]  of  silver 
that  was  coined.  He  also  made  provision  for 
all  the  rest  of  his  kindred,  by  giving  them 
sums  of  money  and  annual  revenues,  and  so 
left  them  all  in  a  wealthy  condition.  He  be- 
queathed also  to  Casar  ten  millions  [of  drarh- 
ro»]  of  coined  money ;  besides  both  vessels 
of  gold  anil  silver,  and  garments  exceeding 
costly,  to  Julia,  Ca»sar's  wife;  and  to  certain 
others,  live  millions.  When  he  had  done 
these  things,  he  died  the  fifth  day  after  he 
had  caused  Antipater  t»  be  slain ;  having 
reigned,  since  he  had  procured  Antigonusf  to 
be  slain,  thirty-four  years;  but  since  he  had 
been  declared  king  by  the  Romans,  thirty- 
seven A    man   he    was   of  great  barbarity 

towards  all  men  equally,  and  a  slave  to  his 
passion ;  but  uboTe  the  consideration  of  what 
was  right;  yet  was  he  favoured  by  fortune  ai 
much  as  any  man  ever  was,  for  from  a  private 
man  he  became  a  king;  and  though  he  were 
encompassed  with  ten  thousand  dangers,  h( 
got  clear  of  them  all,  and  continued  his  lifi 
till  a  very  old  age;  but  then,  as  to  the  affair* 
of  his  family  and  children,  in  which,  indeed, 
according  to  his  own  opinion,  he  was  als4 
very  fortunate,  because  he  was  able  to  conquei 
his  enemies ;  yet,  in  my  opinion,  he  wai 
herein  very  unfortunate. 

2.  But  then  Salome  and  Alexas,  before  tha 

•  When  it  it  said  that  Philip  the  t*^trftrch.  and  Arrhp- 
laus  the  ^iii|;,  or  cllmarch,  were  aio.fv  yfx^iM,  ur 
genuine  iiitltiers.  if  Uiose  words  loeao  on-n  br^'thert.  oi 
bom  of  the  same  father  and  mother,  ttiere  must  be  htre 
some  mistake:  twcause  titey  h»*i  indeed  Itie  same  lather, 
Herud.  but  dilferenl  Mto'hers:  the  tormer,  Cleopatra. — 
and  Archetjus.  Maiih;-ce.  Thev  were  indeed  br<iui;ht 
up  altogether  at  Rjime  lil.e  own  brothers;  and  Phi  ip 
Wita  Anjietaus's  deputy  when  he  went  to  tiave  his  kinc- 
dom  otnlirmed  to  him  at  Kume  (rh.  ix.  sect.  ^  and  IK 
the  Uar.b  ii.rh.  u.  reel.  1);  which  intim.icy  i^erhaps 
all  th.<t  Josephus  ii»tende<l  by  Ute  tsords  before  OS. 

+  Tliese  iiumliers  ul  years  (or  Heeod's  rei>jn.34  8iyd  37 
are  llie  very  Siiiiie  wilb  tht)se  ((It  the  War.  b.  i.  ch 
xxxiii.sert  81.  and  areamune  the  ,tnneipalcl  Tnnol.>(ie«l 
ch;,iaclers  bclt>n^in£  tu  the  men  or  ueatb  ol  Uerod.  S«* 
Hariu.  of  Ihe  Evan    pu^e  Ijo — I6S. 
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king's  death  was  made  known,  dismissed  those 
that  were  shut  up  in  the  hippodrome,  and 
told  them  that  the  king  ordered  them  to  go 
auay  to  their  own  lands,  and  take  care  of 
their  own  atfairs,  which  was  esteemed  by  the 
nation  a  great  benefit;  smd  now  the  king's 
death  was  made  public,  when  Salome  and 
Alrxa-s  gathered  the  soldiery  together  in  the 
amphitheatre  at  Jericho;  and  the  first  thing 
tlu'y  did  was,  they  read  Herod's  letter,  writ- 
ten to  the  soldiery,  thanking  them  for  their 
fidelity  and  good-will  to  him,  and  exhorting 
them  to  afford  his  son  Archelaus,  whom  he 
bad  appointed  for  their  king,  like  ddelity  and 
good-will.  After  which  Ptolemy,  who  had 
the  king's  seal  intrusted  to  him,  read  the 
king's  testament,  which  was  to  be  of  force 
no  otherwise  than  as  it  should  stand  when 
Csesar  had  inspected  it;  so  there  was  presently 
an  acclamation  made  to  Archelaus,  as  king; 
and  the  soldiers  came  by  bands,  and  their 
commanders  with  them,  and  promised  the 
same  good-\vill  to  him,  and  readiness  to  serve 
him,  which  they  had  exhibited  to  Herod;  and 
they  prayed  God  to  be  assistant  to  him. 

3,  After  this  was  over,  they  prepared  for 
his  funeral,  it  being  Archelaus's  care  that  the 
procession  to  his  father's  sepulchre  should  be 
very  sumptuous.  Accordingly  he  brought 
out  all  his  ornaments  to  adorn  the  pomp  of 
the  funeral.  The  body  was  carried  upon  a 
golden  bier,  embroidered  with  very  precious 
stones  of  great  variety,  and  it  was  covered 
over  with  purple,  as  well  as  the  body  itself; 
he  bad  a  diadem  upon  his  head,  and  above  it 
R  crown  of  gold;  he  also  had  a  sceptre  in  his 
right  hand.  About  the  bier  were  his  sons 
and  his  numerous  relations;  next  to  these  was 
the  soldiery  distinguished  according  to  their 
several  countries  and  denominations;  and 
they  were  put  into  the  following  order:  — 
First  of  all  went  his  guards;  then  the  band 
of  Thracians;  and  after  them  the  Germans; 
and  next  the  band  of  Galatians,  every  one  in 
their  habiliments  of  war;  and  behind  these 
marched  the  whole  army  in  the  aame  manner 
hs  they  used  to  go  out  to  war,  and  as  they 
used  to  be  put  in  array  by  their  muster- 
masters  and  centurions:  these  were  followed  by 
five  hundred  of  his  domestics,  carrying  spices. 
So  they  went  eight  furlongs,'  to  Herodiuni; 
for  there,  by  his  own  command,  he  was  to  be 
buried;  —  and  thus  did  Herod  end  his  life. 

4.  Now  Archelaus  paid  him  so  much 
respect,  as  to  continue  his  mourning  till  the 
seventh  day;  for  so  many  days  are  appointed 
for  it  by  the  law  of  our  fathers;  and  when 
he  had  given  a  treat  to  the  multit'ide,  and 
left  off  his  mourning,  he  went  up  into  the 
temple;  he  had  also  acclamations  and  praises 


•  At  ei^ht  fffl'/ia  or  fnrlonji  ii-rfay.  :>*  herf,  IIerod*!i 
funeral.  cooductiHl  to  tlfruiiiiirn  (wliich  Uy  at  tlie  dis- 
tance rr<ini  .If-richo.  wlierr  i<e  <)i'-iJ.  i>l  ^(X)  atadia  or  fiir- 
fconjfs,  or  the  U  ar.  b.  i  ch.  xxxiii,  sect,  9j.  mu6t  have 
taken  up  no  letia  tliait  twenty-five  days. 


given  him,  which  way  soever  he  went,  every 
one  striving  with  the  rest  who  should  appear 
to  use  the  loudest  acclamations.  So  he 
ascended  a  high  elevation  made  for  him,  and 
took  his  seat,  in  a  throne  made  of  gold,  and 
spake  kindly  to  the  multitude,  and  declared 
with  what  joy  he  received  their  acclamations, 
and  the  marks  of  the  good-will  they  showed 
to  him:  and  returned  them  thanks  that  they 
did  not  remember  the  injuries  his  father  had 
done  them,  to  his  disadvantage;  and  promised 
them  he  would  endeavour  not  to  be  behind 
hand  with  them  in  rewarding  their  alacrity  in 
his  service,  after  a  suitable  manner;  but  that 
he  should  abstain  at  present  from  the  name 
of  King;  and  that  he  should  have  the  honour 
of  that  dignity,  if  Caesar  should  confirm  and 
settle  that  testament  which  his  father  bad 
made;  and  that  it  was  on  this  account,  that 
when  the  army  would  have  put  the  diadem 
on  him  at  Jericho,  he  would  not  accept  of 
that  honour,  which  is  usually  so  much  desired, 
because  it  was  not  yet  evident  that  he  who 
was  to  be  principally  concerned  in  bestowing 
it,  would  give  it  him;  altliough,  by  his  accep- 
tance of  the  government,  he  should  not  want 
the  ability  of  rewarding  their  kindness  to 
him;  and  that  it  should  be  his  endeavour,  as 
to  all  things  wherein  they  were  concerned,  to 
prove  in  every  respect  better  than  his  father. 
Whereupon  the  multitude,  as  it  is  usual  with 
them,  supposed  that  the  first  days  of  those 
that  enter  upon  such  governments,  declare 
the  intentions  of  those  that  accept  them;  and 
so  by  how  much  Archelaus  spake  the  more 
gently  and  civilly  to  them,  by  so  much  did 
they  more  highly  commend  him,  and  made 
application  to  him  for  the  grant  of  what  they 
desired.  Some  ma<le  a  clamour  that  he  would 
ease  them  of  some  of  their  annual  payments; 
but  others  desired  him  to  release  those  that 
were  put  into  prison  by  Herod,  who  were 
many,  and  had  been  put  there  at  several  times; 
others  of  them  required  that  he  would  take 
away  those  taxes  which  bad  been  severely  laid 
upon  what  was  publicly  sold  and  bought.  So 
Archelaus  contradicted  them  in  nothing,  since 
he  pretended  to  do  all  things  so  as  to  get  the 
good- will  of  the  multitude  to  him,  as  look- 
ing upon  that  good-will  to  be  a  great  step 
towards  his  preservation  of  the  government. 
Hereupon  he  went  and  offered  sacrifice  to 
God,  and  then  betook  himself  to  feast  with 
his  friends. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

HOW  THE  PEOPLE  RAISED  A  SEPITION  AGAINST 
AltCHELAUS,  AND  HOW  HE  SAILED  TO  BOMK. 

^  1.  At  this  time  also  it  was  that  <;o'ne  of  the 
Jews  got  togethLT,  out  of  a  desire  of  innova 
tion.      They   lamented    Matthias,   and    those 
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that  were  slain  with  him  by  Herod,  who  bad 
not  ail)  respect  paid  them  by  a  luneral  aiuurii- 
Ui^'.  out  ot  the  tear  men  were  in  ot  that  man; 
tbey  were  those  who  had  been  condemned  tor 
puliiiijj  down  the  golden  eayle.  The  people 
made  a  great  clamour  and  lamentation  here- 
upon, and  cast  out  some  reproaches  agaitigt 
tbe  king  also,  as  if  that  tended  to  alleviate 
the  miseries  of  the  deceased.  The  people 
assembled  together,  and  desired  of  Archelaus, 
that,  in  way  of  re%'eiige  on  their  account,  he 
would  inflict  punishment  on  those  who  had 
been  honoured  by  Herod;  and  that,  in  the 
iinrt  and  principal  place,  he  would  deprive 
tbat  high -priest  whom  Herod  had  ma4le,  and 
would  choose  one  more  agreeable  to  the  law, 
and  of  greater  purity,  to  oliiciate  as  high- 
priest.  T  bis  was  granted  by  Archelaus, 
although  he  was  mightily  otTended  at  their 
importunity,  because  he  proposed  to  himself 
to  go  to  Ronie  iuimediaiely,  to  look  after  Oe- 
Bar's  determination  al>out  him.  However,  he 
sent  the  general  of  his  forces  to  use  persua- 
sions, and  to  tell  them  that  the  death  which 
was  indicted  on  their  friends,  was  according 
to  the  law;  and  to  represent  to  them,  tbat 
their  petitions  about  these  things  were  carried 
to  a  great  height  of  injury  to  him;  that  the 
time  was  not  now  proper  for  guch  petitions, 
but  required  their  uiiaiumity  until  such  time 
as  he  should  be  established  in  tbe  govern- 
toent  by  tbe  consent  of  C;esar,  and  should 
tbcu  be  come  back  to  them;  for  that  be  would 
then  consult  with  them  in  common  concern- 
ing the  purport  of  their  petitions;  but  tbat 
they  ought  at  present  to  be  quiet,  lest  they 
should  seem  seditious  persons. 

'2.  So  when  the  king  bad  suggested  these 
things,  and  instructed  his  general  in  what  he 
was  to  say,  be  sent  him  away  to  the  people; 
but  they  made  a  clamour,  and  would  not  give 
bim  leave  to  speak,  und  put  him  in  danger  of 
his  lite,  and  as  many  more  as  were  desirous  to 
vetiture  upon  saying  openly  any  thing  which 
might  reduce  them  to  a  sober  mind,  and  pre- 
vent their  going  on  in  their  present  courses, 
—  because  they  bad  more  concern  to  have  all 
their  own  wills  performed  than  to  yield  obe- 
dience to  their  governors;  thinking  it  to  be  a 
thing  insufferable  that,  while  Herod  was  alive, 
tbey  should  lose  those  that  were  the  most  dear 
to  tbem,  and  that  when  he  was  dead,  they 
could  not  get  the  actors  to  be  punished.  So 
they  went  on  with  their  designs  after  a  vio- 
lent manner,  and  thought  all  to  be  lawful  and 
right  which  tended  to  please  tbem,  and  being 
unskilful  in  foreseeing  what  dangers  tbey  iji- 
curred;  and  when  theyhad  suspicion  of  such 
a  thing,  yet  did  the  present  pleasure  they  took 
in  the  punishment  of  those  tbey  deemed  their 
enemies  over  weigh  all  such  considerations; 
ard  although  Archelaus  sent  many  to  speak 
to  them,  yet  they  treated  them  not  as  messen- 
gers sent  by  him,  but  as  persons  tbat  came  of 
their  own  accord  to  mitigate  their  anger,  and 


would  not  let  one  of  tbem  speak.  Tbe 
sedition,  also,  was  made  by  such  as  were  in  a 
great  passion;  and  it  was  evident  tbat  they 
were  proceeding  farther  in  seditious  practice?, 
by  tbe  multitude  running  so  fast  upon  them. 
3.  Now.  upon  toe  approach  oi  ihit  feast 
ot  unleavened  breud,  wliich  the  law  of  their 
fathers  had  appointed  for  the  Jews  at  ibis 
time,  which  feast  is  called  tbe  Passover.*  and 
is  a  memorial  of  their  deiiverance  out  of 
Egypt  (when  they  olfer  sacritices  with  great 
alacrity;  and  when  they  are  required  to  slay 
more  sacrifices  in  number  than  at  any  other 
festival;  and  when  an  innumerable  multitude 
came  thither  out  of  tbe  country,  nay,  from 
bevond  its  limits  also,  in  order  to  worship 
God;,  fVe  seditious  lamented  Judas  and  Mat- 
thias, those  teachers  of  the  laws,  and  kept  to- 
gether in  the  temple,  and  had  plenty  of  food, 
because  these  seditious  persons  were  not 
ashamed  to  beg  it.  And  as  Archelaus  was 
atr:tid  lest  some  terrible  thing  should  sprmg 
up  by  means  of  these  men's  niadness,  be  sent 
a  regiment  of  armed  men,  and  with  them  a 
captain  of  a  thousand,  to  suppress  the  violent 
efforts  of  the  seditious,  before  tbe  whole  mul- 
titude should  be  infected  with  the  like  mad- 
ness; and  gave  them  this  charge,  tbat  if  they 
found  any  much  more  openly  seditious  tbaii 
others,  and  more  busy  in  tumultuous  prac- 
tices, they  should  bring  them  to  him.  Uut 
those  that  were  seditious  on  account  of  those 
teachers  of  the  law,  irritated  tbe  people  by 
tbe  noise  and  clamours  they  used  to  encou- 
rage the  people  in  their  designs;  so  tbey  made 
an  assault  upon  the  soldiers,  and  came  up  to 
tbem,  and  stoned  the  greatest  part  of  theut, 
although  some  of  tbem  ran  away  wounded, 
and  their  captain  among  them;  and  when  tbey 
had  thus  done,  tbey  returned  to  the  sacrifices 
which  were  already  in  their  hands.  Now 
Archelaus  thought  there  was  no  way  to  pre- 
serve the  entire  government,  but  by  cutting 
off  those  who  made  this  attempt  upon  it;  &o 
he  sent  out  tbe  whole  army  upon  them,  and 
sent  the  horsemen  to  prevent  those  tbat  had 
their  tents  without  the  temple,  from  assisting 
those  that  were  within  the  temple,  and  to  kill 
such  as  ran  away  from  the  footmen  when 
they  thought  themselvtsout  of  danger;  \\bich 
horsemen  slew  three  tbouf-and  men,  while  tbe 
rest  went  to  the  neighbouring  mountains. 
Then  did  Archelaus  order  proclamation  to  be 
made  to  them  all,  that  they  should  retire  to 
their  own  homes;  so  they  went  away  and  left 
the  festival,  out  of  fear  of  somewhat  worse 
which  would  follow,  although  they  had  been  so 
bold  by  reason  of  their  want  of  instruction.  So 
Archelaus  went  down  to  the  sea  with  bis  mo- 
ther, and  took  with  him  Nicolaus  and  Ptole- 
my, and  many  others  of  his  friends,  and  left 


J  This  passuver,  when  the  sedition  here  menliooe*!  w« 

roovtil    ag.iiusl    Arct.el.'US.   was    not   i>n(-.   but   tliineen 
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Philip  bis  brother  as  governor  of  all  thin^ 
bthmging  both  to  hi?  o\i'n  tkinily  and  to  the 
pi'blic.  There  Wfnt  out  also  with  bim 
Salome,  Herod's  sister^  who  took  M-ith  her  her 
children,  and  many  of  her  kimired  wore  with 
her;  whicli  kindred  of  here  went,  iu>  I  hey  pre- 
tended, (u  ai^fiist  .\rchelaus  in  gaining  the  king- 
dom, but  in  reality  to  oppose  him,  and  chiefly 
to  make  loud  complaints  of  what  he  had  done 
in  the  temple.  But  Sabinus,  Ciesar'n  steward 
for  Syrian  atfairs,  as  he  was  making-  haste 
into  Judea,  to  preserve  Herod's  effects,  met 
with  Archebtiii^  at  Caesarea;  but  Varus  (pre- 
sident of  Syria)  came  at  that  time,  and 
restrained  him  from  meddling  with  them,  for 
be  was  there  as  sent  for  by  Archelaus,  by  the 
means  of  Ptolemy.  And  Sabinus,  out  of 
regard  to  Varus,  did  neither  seize  upon  any 
of  the  castles  that  were  among  the  Jews,  nor 
did  he  seal  up  the  treasures  in  them,  but  per- 
mitted Archelaus  to  have  them,  until  Cxsar 
should  decUre  his  resolution  about  them;  so 
thut.  upon  this  his  proiniise.  he  tarried  still  at 
Cicsarea.  But  after  Archelaus  was  sailed  for 
Rome,  and  Varus  was  removed  to  Antioch, 
Sabinus  went  to  Jerusalem,  anf|  seized  on  the 
king's  palace.  He  alhO  sent  for  the  keepers 
of  the  garrisons,  and  for  all  those  that  hud 
the  chnrge  of  Herod's  effects,  and  declared 
publicly  thut  be  should  require  them  to  give 
Ua  account  of  what  they  had:  and  be  disposed 
of  fhe  castles  in  the  manner  he  pleased:  but 
those  who  kept  them  did  not  neglect  what 
Archelaus  hud  given  them  in  conunand,  but 
cuntinued  to  keep  all  things  in  the  manner 
they  hud  been  enjoined  theui;  and  their  pre- 
tence was,  that  they  kept  them  all  for  Caesar. 
4.  At  the  same  time  also  did  Antipas, 
another  of  Herod's  sons,  sail  to  Kome,  in  order 
to  gain  the  government;  being  buuyed  up  by 
Salome  with  promises  that  be  should  take 
that  government;  and  that  he  was  a  much 
Uone^ter  and  litter  man  than  Archelaus  ftff 
that  authority,  since  Herod  had,  in  his  former 
testament,  deemed  him  the  worthiest  to  be 
made  king;  which  ou^ht  to  be  esteemed  more 
valid  than  Iiis  latter  testament.  Antipas  also 
brought  with  him  his  mother,  and  Ptolemy 
the  brother  of  Nicolaus,  one  that  had  been 
Herod's  most  honoured  friend,  and  was  now 
Z'idous  for  Antipas:  but  it  was  Ireneus  the 
orator,  and  one  who,  on  account  of  his  repu- 
tation for  sagacity,  was  intrusted  with  the 
uffiirs  of  the  kingdom,  who  most  of  all 
encouraged  him  to  attempt  to  gain  the  king- 
dom; by  whose  ineaii^  it  was  that,  when  some 
advised  him  to  yield  to  Archelaus,  as  to  his 
elder  brother,  and  who  had  been  declared 
king  by  their  father's  last  will,  he  would  not 
submit  so  to  do.  And  when  he  was  come 
to  Rome,  all  his  relations  revolted  to  him; 
not  out  of  their  gooii-will  to  him,  but  out 
ol'  their  hatred  to  Archelaus;  though  indeed 
tU^V  were  most  of  all  desirous  of  gaining 
tbeu*  liberty,  and  to  be  put   under  a  Roman 


governor;  but,  if  there  were  too  grtrat  an 
opposition  made  to  that,  they  thought  Actipas 
preferable  to  Archelaus,  and  so  joined  with 
him,  in  order  to  procure  the  kingdom  for  him. 
Sabiims  also,  by  letters,  accused  Archelaus  to 
(."iesar. 

5.  Now  when  Archelaus  had  sent  in  his 
papers  to  Caesar,  wherein  he  pleaded  his  rii.'ht 
to  the  kingdom,  and  his  father's  testament, 
with  the  accounts  of  Herod's  money,  and  with 
Ptolemy,  who  brought  Herod's  seal,  he  so 
expected  the  event;  but  when  Ca?sar  had  read 
these  papers,  and  Varus's  and  Sabinus's  letters, 
with  the  accounts  of  the  money,  and  what 
nere  the  annual  incomes  of  the  kingdom, 
and  understood  that  Antipas  had  also  sent 
letters  to  lay  claim  to  the  kingdom,  he 
summoned  his  friends  together,  to  know  their 
opinions,  and  with  tb«m  Caius,  the  son  of 
Agrippa,  and  of  Julia  his  daughter,  whom  he 
had  adopted,  and  took  him,  and  made  him  ^it 
first  of  all,  and  desired  such  as  pleased  to 
speak  their  minds  about  the  affairs  now  before 
them.  Now,  Antipater,  Salome's  son,  a  very 
subtle  orator,  and  a  bitter  enemy  to  Archelaus, 
spake  tirst  to  this  purpose: — That  it  was  ridi- 
culous in  Archelaus  to  plead  now  to  have  the 
kingdom  given  him,  since  he  had,  in  reality, 
taken  already  the  power  over  it  to  himself, 
before  Cxsar  had  granted  it  to  him;  and 
appealed  to  those  bold  actions  of  his,  in 
destroying  so  many  at  the  Jewish  festival ;  and, 
if  the  men  had  acted  unjustly,  it  was  but  fit 
the  punishing  of  them  should  have  been  re- 
served to  those  that  were  outof  thecountry,  but 
'  had  the  power  to  punish  them,  and  not  been 
executed  by  a  man  that,  if  he  pretended  to  be  a 
king,  he  did  an  injury  to  Caesar,  by  usurping 
that  authority  before  it  was  determined  for 
him  by  CiEsar;  but,  if  he  owned  himself  to 
be  a  private  person,  his  case  was  much  worse, 
since  be  who  was  putting  in  for  the  kingdom, 
could  by  no  means  expect  to  have  that  power 
granted  him,  of  which  he  had  already  deprived 
Caesar  [by  taking  it  to  himself].  He  also 
touched  sharply  upon  him,  and  appealed  to 
his  changing  the  commanders  in  the  army, 
and  bis  sitting  in  tlie  royal  throne  before- 
hand, and  his  determination  of  law-suits;  all 
tlouti  as  if  he  were  no  other  than  a  king.  He 
appealed  also  to  his  concessions  to  those  that 
petitioned  him  on  a  public  account,  and  indeed 
doing '  such  things,  than  which  he  could 
devise  no  greater  if  he  had  been  already 
settled  in  the  kingdom  by  Caesar.  He  also 
ascribed  to  him  the  releasing  of  the  prisoners 
that  were  in  the  hippodrome,  and  many  other 
things,  that  either  bad  been  certainly  done  by 
him.  or  were  believed  to  be  done,  and  easily 
might  be  believeii  to  have  been  done,  because 
they  were  of  such  a  nature  as  to  be  usually 
done  by  young  men,  and  by  such  as,  out  of  a 
desire  of  ruling,  seize  upon  the  government 
too  >oon.  He  also  ciiarged  him  with  his 
neglect  of  the  funeral  mourniaiT  for  his  iathcf. 
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tnd  witK  having  merry  meetings  the  very 
uigbt  in  which  be  died ;  and  that  it  was 
thence  the  multitude  took  the  handle  of  rais- 
ing- a  tumult;  and  if  Archelaus  could  thus 
requite  hU  dead  father*  who  had  bestowed  such 
bent-tits  upon  hirn,  and  bequeathed  such  great 
things  to  him,  by  pretendiiig  to  shed  tears  for 
him  in  the  day-time,  like  an  actor  on  the 
stage,  but  every  night  making  mirth  for  hav- 
ing gotten  the  government,  he  would  appear 
to  be  the  same  Archelaus  with  regard  to  Cae- 
sar, if  he  granted  him  the  kingdom,  which  he 
hath  been  to  his  father;  since  he  bad  then 
dancing  and  singing,  as  though  an  enemy  of 
bis  were  fallen,  and  not  as  though  a  man  were 
carried  to  his  funeral  that  was  so  nearly  related, 
and  had  been  so  great  a  benefactor  to  him. 
But  he  said  that  the  greatest  crime  of  ail  was 
this,  that  he  came  teow  before  Caesar  to 
obtain  the  government  by  his  grant,  while  he 
had  before  acted  in  all  things  as  be  could  have 
acted  if  Caesar  hiniseU',  who  ruled  all,  had 
fixed  him  tirraly  in  the  government.  And 
what  he  most  aggravated  in  his  pleading,  was 
the  slaughter  of  those  about  the  temple,  and 
the  impiety  of  it,  as  done  at  the  festival;  and 
how  they  were  slain  like  sacrifices  themselves, 
some  of  whom  were  foreigners,  and  others  of 
their  own  country,  till  the  temple  was  full  of 
dead  bodies:  and  all  this  was  done,  not  by 
an  alien,  but  by  one  who  pretended  to  the 
lawful  title  of  a  king,  that  he  might  complete 
the  wicked  tyranny  which  his  nature  prompt- 
ed him  to,  and  which  is  hated  by  all  men. 
On  which  account  his  father  never  so  much 
as  dreamed  of  making  him  his  successor  in 
the  kingdom,  when  he  was  of  a  sound  mind, 
because  he  knew  his  disposition;  and,  in  his 
former  and  more  authentic  te:»tament,  he 
appointed  his  antagonist  Antipas  to  succeed ; 
but  that  Archelaus  was  called  by  his  father  to 
that  dignity,  when  he  was  in  a  dying  condi- 
tion, both  of  budy  and  mind;  while  Antipas 
was  called  when  he  was  ripest  in  his  judg- 
ment, and  of  such  strength  of  body  as  made 
him  capable  of  managing  his  own  utfitirs : 
and  if  his  Utber  had  the  like  notion  of  him 
formerly  that  he  hath  now  shown,  yet  hath  he 
given  a  sullicient  specimen  what  a  king  he  is 
likely  to  be  when  be  bath  [in  etfect]  deprived 
Cae>ar  of  that  power  of  disposing  of  the  king- 
dom, w^bich  he  justly  hath,  and  hath  not  ab- 
stained from  making  a  terrible  slaughter  of 
bis  fellow-citizens  in  the  temple,  while  he  was 
but  a  private  person. 

6.  So  when  Antipater  had  made  this  speech, 
and  had  contirmed  what  be  had  suid  by  produ- 
cing many  witnesses  from  among  Archelaus's 
own  relations,  he  made  an  end  of  his  pleading. 
Upon  which  Nicolaus  arose  up  to  plead  for 
Archelaus,  and  said,  **  That  what  had  been 
done  at  the  temple  was  rather  to  be  attributed 
to  the  mind  of  tliose  that  had  been  killed, 
than  to  the  authority  of  Archelaus;  for  that 
those  who  wer«  the  authors  of  »ucb  thing^i. 
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are  not  only  wicked  in  the  injuries  they  do  oi 
themselves,  but  in  forcing  sober  persons  t# 
avenge  themselves  upon  them.  jiow,  it  it 
evident  that  what  these  did  in  way  of  opposU 
tion  was  done  under  pretence,  indeed  against 
Archelaus,  but  in  reality  against  C^sar  him* 
self,  for  they,  after  an  injurious  manner, 
attacked  and  slew  those  who  were  sent  by  Ar* 
cbelaus,  and  who  came  only  to  put  a  stop  to 
their  doings.  They  had  no  regard,  either  to 
God  or  to  the  festival,  whom  Antipater  yet  is 
not  ashamed  to  patronize,  whether  it  be  out 
of  his  indulgence  of  an  enmity  to  Archelaus,  or 
out  of  his  hatred  of  virtue  and  justice.  For 
as  to  those  who  begin  such  tumults,  and  first 
set  about  such  unrighteous  actions,  they  are 
the  men  who  force  those  that  punish  them  to 
betake  themselves  to  arms  even  against  their 
will.  So  that  Antipater  in  etfect  ascribes  the 
rest  of  what  was  done  to  all  those  who  were 
of  counsel  to  the  accusers;  for  nothing  which 
is  here  accused  of  injustice  has  been  done, 
but  what  was  derived  from  them  as  its  au- 
thors ;  nor  are  those  things  evil  in  themselves, 
but  so  represented  only,  in  order  to  do  harm 
to  Archelaus.  Such  is  these  men's  inclina- 
tion to  do  an  injury  to  a  man  that  is  of  their 
kindred,  theirfather's  benefactor,  and  familiarly 
acquainted  with  them,  and  that  hath  ever 
lived  in  friendship  with  them;  for  that,  as  to 
this  testament,  it  was  made  by  the  king  when 
he  was  of  a  sound  mind,  and  so  ought  to  be 
of  more  authority  than  his  former  testament; 
and  that  for  this  reason,  because  Ca-sar  is 
therein  left  to  be  the  judge  and  disposer  of 
all  therein  contained;  and  for  Caesar,  he  will 
not,  to  be  sure,  at  all  imitate  the  unjust  pro- 
ceedings of  those  men,  who,  during  Herod's 
whole  life,  had  on  all  occasions  been  joint- 
partakers  of  power  with  him,  and  yet  do 
zealously  endeavour  to  injure  his  determina- 
tion, while  they  have  not  themselves  had  the 
same  regard  to  their  kinsman  [which  Arche- 
laus had].  Ca?sar  will  not  therefore  disaimul 
the  testament  of  a  man  whom  he  had  entirely 
supported,  of  his  friend  and  confederate,  and 
that  which  is  conniiitted  to  him  in  trust  to 
ratify;  nor  will  Ctesar's  virtuous  and  upright 
disposition,  which  is  known  and  uncontested 
through  all  the  habitable  world,  imitate  the 
\rickedness  of  these  men  in  condemning  a 
king  as  a  madman,  and  as  having  lost  his  rea- 
son, while  he  bath  bequeathed  the  succession 
to  a  good  son  of  his,  and  to  one  who  flies  to 
Caesar's  upright  determination  for  refuge. 
Nor  can  Herod  at  any  time  have  beeit  mis- 
taken in  his  judgment  about  a  successor, 
while  be  showed  so  much  prudence  us  to  sub- 
rait  all  to  Caesar's  determination." 

7.  Now  when  Nicolaus  had  laid  these 
things  before  Caesar,  he  ended  his  plea ; 
whereupon  Caesar  was  so  obliging  to  Arche- 
laus, that  he  raised  him  up  when  he  had  cast 
himself  down  at  his  feet,  and  said,  that  he  • 
w«U  daurrved  the  kingdom;  and  he  voou  let" 
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tLera  know  that  he  was  so  far  tjioved  in  his 
fiivour,  that  he  would  not  act  otherwise  than 
his  father's  testament  directed,  and  than  was 
for  the  advantage  of  Archclaus.  However, 
while  he  gave  this  encouragement  to  Arche- 
laus  to  depend  upon  him  securely,  he  made  no 
full  determination  about  him;  and,  when  the 
assembly  was  broken  up,  he  considered  by 
liimself  whether  he  should  con&rm  the  king- 
dom to  Archelaus,  or  whether  he  should  part 
it  among  all  Herod's  posterity;  and  this 
because  they  all  stood  in  need  of  much 
asaistance  to  support  them. 


CHAPTEE  X. 

A  SEDITION  or  THE  JEWS  AuAlN'ST  SABINCS; 
AND  HOW  VARUS  BROUGHT  THE  AUTHOKS 
or  IT  TO   PU.MSUMENT. 

§  I.  But  before  these  thinjis  could  be  brought 
to  a  settlement,  Malthace,  Archilaus's  mother, 
fell  into  a  distemper,  and  died  of  it;  and 
letters  came  from  \^l^u^  the  president  of 
Syria,  which  informed  C;e*ar  of  the  revolt  of 
the  Jews;  for  after  Archelaus  was  called,  the 
whole  nation  w:ls  in  a  tumult.  So  Varus, 
since  he  was  there  himself,  brought  the 
authors  of  the  rii-tiirbance  to  punishment; 
and  when  be  had  restrained  them  fur  the  most 
part  from  this  sedition,  which  was  a  great  one, 
he  took  his  journey  to  Aritioch,  leaving  one 
legion  of  his  army  at  Jerusalem  to  keep 
the  Jews  quiet,  who  were  now  very  fond  of 
innovation.  Yet  did  not  this  at  all  avail  to 
put  an  end  to  that  their  sedition,  for,  after 
Varus  was  gone  away,  Sabinus,  Caisar's  pro- 
Aurator,  staid  behind,  and  greatly  distressed 
the  Jews,  relying  on  the  forces  that  were  left 
there,  that  they  would  by  their  multitude 
protect  him;  for  he  made  use  of  thera,  and 
armed  tbem  as  his  guards,  thereby  so  oppress- 
ing the  Jews,  and  giving  them  so  great 
disturbance,  that  at  length  they  rebelled;  for 
he  used  force  in  seizing  the  citadels,  and 
zealously  pressed  on  the  search  after  the  king's 
money,  in  order  to  seize  upon  it  by  force,  on 
account  of  his  love  of  gain,  and  his  extraordi- 
nary covetousness. 

2.  But  on  the  approach  of  Pentecost,  which 
is  a  festival  of  ours,  so  called  from  the  days 
of  our  forefathers,  a  great  many  ten  thousands 
of  .Tien  got  together;  nor  did  they  come  only 
to  celebrate  the  festival,  but  out  of  their 
indignation  at  the  madness  of  Sabinus,  and  at 
the  injuries  he  offered  them.  A  great  num- 
ber there  was  of  Galileans,  and  Idumeans, 
and  many  men  from  Jericho,  and  others  who 
had  passed  over  the  river  Jordan,  and  inha- 
bited those  parts.  This  whole  multitude 
if>ined  themselves  to  all  the  rest,  and  were 
Htore  zealous  than  the  others  in  making  an 
assault  on   Sabinus,  in  order  to  be  avenged 


on  him;  so  they  parted  themselves  into  three 
bands,  and  encamped  themselves  in  the  places 
foUorting;  —  some  of  tbem  seized  on  the  hip- 
podrome; and  of  the  other  two  bands,  one 
pitched  themselves  from  the  northern  part  of 
the  temple  to  the  southern,  on  the  east  quar- 
ter; but  the  third  band  held  the  western  part 
of  the  city,  where  the  king's  palace  was. 
Their  work  tended  entirely  to  besiege  the 
Romans,  and  to  enclose  tbem  on  all  sides. 
Now  Sabinus  was  alraid  of  these  men's  num- 
ber, and  of  their  resolution,  who  had  Uttie 
regard  to  their  lives,  but  were  very  desirous 
not  to  be  overcome,  while  they  thought  it  a 
point  of  puissance  to  overcome  their  ene- 
mies; so  he  sent  immediately  a  letter  to 
Varus,  and,  as  he  used  to  do,  was  very  pressing 
with  him,  and  entreated  bini  to  come  quickly 
to  his  assistance;  because  the  forces  be  had 
left  were  in  imminent  danger,  and  would 
probably,  in  no  long  time,  be  seized  upon, 
and  cut  to  pieces;  while  he  did  himself  get 
up  to  the  highest  tower  of  the  fortress  Pha- 
saelus,  which  had  been  built  in  honour  of 
Phasaelus,  king  Herod's  brother,  and  called 
so  when  the  Parthians  had  brought  h'™  to 
his  death."  So  Sabinus  gave  thence  a  signal 
to  the  Romans  to  fall  upon  the  Jews,  although 
he  did  not  himself  venture  so  much  as  to 
come  down  to  his  friends,  and  thought  he 
might  expect  that  the  others  should  expose 
themselves  first  to  die  on  account  of  his  ava- 
rice. However,  the  Romans  ventured  to 
make  a  sally  out  of  the  place,  and  a  terrible 
battle  ensued;  wherein,  though  it  is  true  the 
Romans  beat  their  adversaries,  yet  were  not 
the  Jews  daunted  in  their  resolutions,  even 
when  they  had  the  sight  of  that  terrible 
slaughter  that  was  made  of  them;  but  they 
went  round  about,  and  got  upon  those  clois- 
ters \N  hich  encompassed  the  outer  court  of  the 
temple,  where  a  great  fight  was  still  continued, 
and  they  cast  stones  at  the  Romans,  partly 
with  their  hands,  and  partly  with  slings,  as 
being  much  used  to  those  exercises.  All  the 
archers  also  in  array  did  the  Romans  a  great 
deal  of  mischief,  because  they  used  their  hands 
dexterously  from  a  place  superior  to  the  others, 
and  because  the  others  were  at  an  utter  loss 
what  to  do;  for  when  they  tried  to  shoot  their 
arrows  against  the  Jews  upwards,  these 
arrows  could  not  reach  them,  insomuch  that 
the  Jews  were  easily  too  hard  for  their  ene- 
mies. And  this  sort  of  fight  lasted  a  great 
while,  till  at  last  the  Romans,  who  were 
greatly  distressed  by  what  was  done,  set  fire 
to  the  cloisters  so  privately,  that  those  who 
were  gotten  upon  them  did  not  perceive  it. 
This  fire,t  being  fed  by  a  great  deal  of  com- 

•  .See  Antiq.  b.  xiv.cb.siii.  sect.  10;  and  Of  tbe  War, 

b.  ii.  ch   xti.  sect-  9 

+  These  creat  devastations  maoe  aboat  the  temple 
here,  and  01  Ihe  War.  b.  u.  ch.  iii.  sect  3,  seem  not  to 
have  been  fully  re-ciiried  in  the  d^t)s  ot  >erD;  till 
who^e  time  there  were  eighteen  thousand  worknwq 
cootinually  emijloywl  in  ivbuitding  and  ivpnnui.'  tbal 
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bustible  matter,  cauglit  bold  iroroediatety  on 
the  root  of  the  cloisters;  so  tbe  wood,  which 
was  tull  ot  pitch  and  wax,  and  whose  gold 
was  laid  on  it  with  wax,  yitlded  to  the  flarae 
presently,  and  those  vu^t  works,  which  were 
of  the  hlghe^t  value  and  t-sieem,  were  de- 
stroyed unerly,  while  those  that  were  on  the 
root  unexpectedly  perished  at  tbe  same  time; 
fur  us  the  roof  tumbled  down,  some  of  these 
men  tumbled  down  with  it,  and  others  of 
them  were  killed  by  their  enemies  who  en- 
compassed them.  There  was  a  great  number 
more,  who,  out  of  despair  of  saving  their  lives, 
and  out  of  astonishment  at  the  misery  that 
surroundetl  them,  did  either  ca^^t  themselves 
into  the  tire,  or  throw  themselves  upon  their 
own  swords,  and  so  got  out  of  their  uiisery. 
But  as  to  those  that  rettreil  behind  tbe  same 
way  by  which  they  asceniled,  and  thereby 
escaped,  they  were  all  killed  by  the  Koinans, 
as  being  unarmed  men,  and  their  courage 
failing  them;  their  wild  fury  being  now  not 
able  to  help  them,  because  they  were  desti- 
tute of  armour,  insomuch  that  of  tho^c  that 
Went  up  to  the  top  of  the  roof,  not  one  es- 
caped. The  Romans  also  ru»hed  through  the 
fire,  where  it  gave  them  room  &o  to  do,  uud 
seized  on  that  treasure  where  the  sacred  mo- 
sey was  reposited;  a  great  part  of  which  wh6 
stolen  by  the  soldiers;  and  Sabiuus  got  opciily 
iour  hundred  talents. 

3.  liut  this  calamity  of  the  Jews*  friends, 
who  k'U  in  this  battle,  grieved  them,  as  did 
also  this  plundering  of  the  money  dedicated 
to  God  in  tbe  temple.  Accordingly,  that  body 
oi  them  which  continued  best  together,  and 
was  the  most  warlike,  encompassed  t!ie  palace, 
and  threatened  to  set  lire  to  it,  and  kill  all 
that  were  in  it.  Vet  still  they  commanded 
them  to  go  out  presently,  and  promised  that 
if  they  would  do  so,  they  would  not  hurt 
them,  nor  Sabiims  neither;  at  which  time  the 
greatest  part  of  the  king's  troops  deserted  to 
them,  while  Rufus  and  Gratus,  who  had  three 
thousand  of  the  uioat  warlike  of  Hfrod':> 
army  with  them,  who  were  men  of  active 
bodies,  went  over  to  the  Romans.  There  was 
also  a  band  of  horsemen  under  the  command 
of  Rufus,  which  itself  went  over  to  the  Ro- 
mans also.  However,  tbe  Jews  went  on  with 
the  siege,  and  dug  mines  under  the  palace- 
wuUs,  and  besought  f hose  that  were  gone  over 
to  the  othei'  side,  net  to  be  their  hinderance, 
now  they  had  such  a  proper  opportunity  tor 
the  recovery  of  their  country's  ancient  liberty; 
and  for  Sabinus,  truly  he  was  desirous  of  go- 
ing away  with  his  soldiers,  but  was  not  able 
to  trust  himself  with  the  enemy,  on  account 
of  what  mischief  he  had  already  done  them; 
and  be  took  this  great  [pretended]  lenity  of 
theirs  for  an  argument  why  he  should  not 
comply  with  them ;    and  su,  because  he  ex- 


templa,  aj  Juieplius  informs  uv  Aoiiti.  b.  xx.  ch.  ix- 
WcL  7.     Hem  tbe  uolc  oq  tbat  |>)Mce. 


pected  that  Varus  was  coming,  he  etill  bore 

the  siege. 

4.  Now,  at  this  time  there  were  ten  tboti- 
sand  other  disorders  in  Judca,  which  were 
hke  tumults,  because  a  great  number  put 
themselves  into  a  warlike  posture,  either  out 
of  hopes  of  gain  to  themselves,  or  out  of 
enmity  to  the  Jews.  In  particular,  two  thou- 
sand of  Herod's  old  soldiers,  who  had  been 
already  disbanded,  got  togethe*  in  Judea  it>elf, 
and  fought  against  the  king's  troops,  although 
Achiabus,  Herod's  first  cousin,  opposed  them; 
but  as  he  was  driven  out  of  the  plains  into 
the  mountainous  parts  by  the  military  skill  ot 
those  men,  he  kept  himself  in  the  fastnesses 
that  were  there,  and  saved  what  he  could. 

5.  There  was  also  Judas,*  the  son  of  that 
Ezfkias  who  had  been  head  of  the  robbers; 
which  Ezekias  was  a  •very  strong  man,  and*- 
had  with  great  dilliculty  been  caught  by  He- 
rod. This  Judas  having  gotten  together  a 
multitude  of  men  of  a  profligate  character 
about  Sepphoris  in  Galilee,  made  an  as- ; 
sault  upon  the  palace  [there],  atid  seized  uponr 
all  the  weapons  that  were  laid  up  in  it,  and  t 
with  them  armed  every  one  of  those  that  were 
with  biin,  and  carried  away  what  money  was 
left  there;  and  he  became  terrible  to  ail  men, 
by  tearing  and  rending  those  that  came  near 
him;  and  all  this  in  order  to  raise  himself, 
and  out  of  an  ambitious  desire  of  the  royal 
dignity;  and  he  hoped  to  obtain  chat  as  the 
reward,  not  of  bis  virtuous  skill  in  war,  but 
of  bis  extravagance  in  doing  injuries. 

G.   There  was  also  Simon,  who  had  been  a 
slave  of  Herod  the  king,  but  in  other  respects 
a  comely  person,  of  a  tall  and  robust  body;  be  . 
wasone  that  was  much  superior  to  othersof  his  r 
order,  and  had  had  great  things  committed  to/ 
bis  care.      This  man  was  elevated  at  the  (lis— » 
orderly  state  of  things,  and  was  so  bold  as  to ) 
put  a  diadem   on   his  head,    while  a   certain  i 
number  of  the  people  stood  by  him,  and  by  ; 
them  he  was  declared  to  be  king,  and  thought 
himself  more  worthy  of  tliat  dignity  than  any 
one  else.      He  burnt  down  the  royal  palace 
at  Jericho,  and  plundered  what  was  left  in  it. 
He  also  set  tire  to  many  others  of  the  king's 
houses  in  several  places  of  the  country,  and 
utterly  destroyed  them,  and  permitted  those 
that  were  with  him  to  take  what  was  lett  in 

•  Cnless  this  Judas,  the  son  of  Ezekiai,  he  tbe  samr 
with  that  Thtrudas.  incutifiied  Acts  v.  3ij.  Josepbus  must 
have  omitlfd  him;  for  tiiat  oibor  I'heudas,  whom  to 
afterwards  roentiuos  under  Fudus.  the  Uoioao  gorerDur. 
b.  XX.  cb.  V.  sect  I,  is  much  too  late  to  correspond  to 
him  that  is  mentiuned  ifi  the  Arts.  The  names  Theu- 
da.1,  1'haddeus,  and  Jndaa  ditfrr  but  liltle.  ^ee  Aich- 
bisbop  Usher's  AoDals.  at  a.,  m  401)1.  However,  sioce 
Josepbus  doei  not  pieleud  to  reckon  up  tlie  heads  cf  alt 
those  ten  thousand  disorders  in  Judea,  which  he  ttrlls  us 
were  then  abroad,  :>ee  sect.  4  and  H,  the  Theudas  of  ttie 
Acts  might  be  at  the  head  ol  ooe  of  llio-rf*  sedilion», 
though  not  particularly  named  by  him.  Ibi^s  be  in- 
forms us  here,  sect  D.  and  of  tbe  War,  b.  il.  ch.  iv 
sect.  '2.  that  certain  of  tt>»  s»-diiious  came  and  burnt  tbe 
royal  [^alaic  at  Ani:ithn«.  or  Uriliaraniiilito,  Uf.>on  the 
river  Jordan.  (Vrb;it*s  their  leadt-r,  who  w  not  oanwd 
by  Jokcpbui,  iiui;bt  U«  Ibia  Tbeudaa.  -M 
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them  for  a  prey;  and  be  vrould  have  done 
greater  things,  unle'is  care  had  been  taken  to 
repress  hijn  immediately;  for  Gratus,  when 
he  had  joined  himself  to  some  Roman  gohliers, 
took  the  forces  he  had  with  him,  and  met 
Simon,  and  after  a  great  and  a  long  tight,  no 
small  part  of  those  that  came  from  Perea, 
who  were  a  disordered  body  of  men,  and 
fought  rather  in  a  Imld  than  in  a  skilful 
manner,  were  destroyed;  and  although  Simon 
had  saved  himself  by  flying  away  through  a 
certain  valley,  yet  Gratus  overtook  him,  and 
cut  off  his  bead.  The  royal  palace  also,  at 
Amathus,  by  the  river  Jortlan,  wati  burnt 
down  by  a  party  of  men  that  were  got  toge- 
ther, as  were  those  belonging  to  Simon.  And 
thus  did  a  great  and  wild  fury  spread  itself 
ovur  the  nation,  because  tbey  had  no  king  to 
keep  the  multitude  in  good  order;  and 
because  those  foreigners,  who  came  to  reduce 
the  seditious  to  sobriety,  did,  on  the  contrary, 
set  them  more  in  a  flame,  because  of  the 
injuries  they  offered  them,  and  the  avarioious 
management  of  their  affairs. 

7.  liut  because  Athronges,  a  person  nei- 
ther eminent  by  the  dignity  of  progenitors,  nor 
for  any  great  wealth  he  was  possessed  of,  but 
one  that  ba^l  in  all  respects  been  a  shepherd 
only,  and  was  not  known  by  any  body;  yet 
because  he  was  a  tall  man,  and  e.\celled 
others  in  the  strength  of  his  hands,  he  was  so 
bold  as  to  set  up  for  king.  This  man  thought 
it  so  sweet  a  thing  to  do  more  than  ordinary 
injuries  to  others,  that  although  he  should  be 
killed,  he  did  not  much  care  if  he  lost  his  life 
in  so  great  a  design,  lie  had  also  four 
brethren,  who  were  tall  men  themselves,  and 
were  believed  to  be  8Ui)erior  to  others  in  the 
strength  of  their  bands,  and  thereby  were 
encouraged  to  aim  at  great  things,  and  thought 
that  strength  of  theirs  would  support  them  in 
retaining  the  kingdom.  Each  of  these  ruled 
over  a  band  of  men  of  their  own;  for  those 
that  got  together  to  them  were  very  numerous. 
They  were  every  one  of  them  also  com- 
manders; but,  when  they  came  to  light,  they 
were  subordinate  to  him,  and  fought  for  him, 
while  he  put  a  diadem  about  his  head,  and 
assembled  a  council  to  debate  about  what 
things  should  be  done;  and  all  things  were 
dune  according  to  his  pleasure.  And  this  man 
retained  his  power  a  great  while;  he  was  also 
called  king,  and  had  nothing  to  hinder  him 
from  doing  what  he  pleased.  He  also,  as 
well  as  his  brethren,  slew  a  great  many  both 
of  the  Romans  and  of  the  king's  forces,  and 
managed  matters  with  the  like  hatred  to  each 
of  them.  The  king's  forces  they  fell  upon, 
because  of  the  licentious  Conduct  they  had 
been  allowed  under  Herod's  government; 
and  they  felT  upon  the  Romans,  because  of 
the  injuries  they  had  so  lately  received  from 
them.  But  in  process  of  time  they  grew 
more  cruel  to  all  sorts  of  men ;  nor  could  any 
one  escape  from  one  or  other  ui  thet»e  seditious, 


since  they  slew  some  out  of  tte  bopn  of 
gain,  and  others  from  a  mere  custom  of  slay- 
ing men.  They  once  attacked  a  company 
of  Romans  at  Emmaus,  who  were  bringing 
corn  and  weapons  to  the  army,  and  fell  upon 
Arius,  the  centurion,  who  commanded  the 
company,  and  shot  forty  of  the  best  of  his  foot- 
soldiers;  but  the  rest  of  them  were  affrighted 
at  their  slaughter,  and  left  their  dead  behind 
them,  but  saved  themselves  by  the  means  of 
Gratus,  who  came  with  the  king's  troops  that 
were  about  him  to  their  assistance.  Now, 
these  four  brethren  continued  the  war  a  long 
while  by  such  sort  of  expeditions,  and  much 
grieved  the  Romans  (but  did  their  own  nation 
also  a  great  deal  of  mischief);  yet  were 
they  afterwards  subdued;  one  of  them  in  a 
tight  with  Gratus,  another  with  Ptolemy; 
Archelaus  also  took  the  eldest  of  them  pri- 
soner; while  the  la.st  of  them  was  so  dejected 
at  the  others'  misfortune,  and  saw  so  plainly 
that  he  had  no  way  now  left  to  save  himself, 
his  army  being  worn  away  with  sickness  and 
continual  labours,  that  he  also  delivered  him- 
self up  to  Afchelaus,  upon  his  promise  and 
oath  to  God  to  [preserve  his  life].  Biit 
these  things  came  to  pass  a  good  while  after- 
ward. 

1  8.  And  now  Judea  was  full  of  robberies; 
and,  as  the  several  companies  of  the  seditious 
lighted  upon  any  one  to  head  them,  he  was 
created  a  king  immediately,  in  order  to  do  mis- 
chief to  the  public.  They  were  in  some  small 
measure  indeed,  and  in  small  matters,  hurtful 
to  the  Romans,  but  the  murders  they  commit- 
ted upon  tl^fir  own  people  lasted  a  long  while. 
9.  As  soon  as  Varus  was  once  informed  of 
the  state  of  Judea  by  Sabinus's  writing  to 
him,  he  was  afraid  for  the  legion  he  had  left 
there;  so  he  took  the  two  other  legions  (for 
there  were  three  legions  in  all  belonging  to 
Syria),  and  four  troops  of  horsemen,  with 
the  several  auxiliary  forces  which  either  the 
kings  or  certain  of  the  tetrarchs  afforded 
him,  and  made  what  haste  he  could  to  assist 
those  that  were  then  besieged  in  Judea.  He 
also  gave  order,  that  all  that  were  sent  out 
for  this  expedition  should  make  haste  to 
Ptolemais.  The  citizens  of  Berytus  also  gave 
him  lifteen  hundred  auxiliaries,  as  he  passed 
through  their  city.  Aretas  also,  the  king  of 
Arabia  Petrea,  out  of  his  hatred  to  Herod, 
and  in  order  to  purchase  the  favour  of  the 
Romans,  sent  him  no  small  assistance,  besides 
their  footmen  and  horsemen:  and,  when  he 
had  now  collected  all  his  forces  together, 
he  committed  part  of  them  to  his  son,  and 
to  a  friend  of  his,  and  sent  them  upon  an 
expedition  into  Galilee,  which  lies  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Ptolemais;  who  made  an 
attack  upon  the  enemy,  and  put  them  to  flight, 
and  took  Sepphoris,  and  made  its  inhabitants 
slaves,  and  burnt  the  city.  But  Varus  him- 
self pursued  his  n];irch  to  Samaria  with  bis 
whole  army:  ytt  did  iiot  he  meddle  with  th» 
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diy  of  that  natne,  because  it  had  not  at  all 
joined  with  the  seditious,  but  pitched  his 
camp  at  a  certain  village  that  belonged  to 
Ptolemy,  whose  name  was  Arus,  which  the 
Arabians  burnt,  out  of  their  hatred  to  Herod, 
and  out  of  the  enmity  they  bore  to  his  friends; 
whence  they  marched  to  another  village,  whose 
name  was  Sampho,  which  the  Arabians  plun- 
dered and  burnt,  although  it  was  a  fortified 
and  strong  place;  and  all  along  this  march 
nothing  escaped  them,  but  all  places  w  ere  full 
of  tire  and  of  slaughter.  Einraaus  was  also 
burnt  by  Varus's  order,  after  its  inhabitants 
had  deserted  it,  that  he  might  avenge  those 
that  had  there  been  destroyed.  From  thence 
he  now  marched  to  Jerusalem  ;  whereupon 
those  Jews  whose  ramp  lay  there,  and  nho 
had  besieged  the  Roman  legion,  not  bearing 
the  coining  of  this  army,  left  the  siege  im- 
perfect: but  as  to  the  Jerusalem  Jews,  when 
Varus  reproached  them  bitterly  for  what  had 
been  done,  they  cleared  themselves  of  the  ac- 
cusation ;  and  alleged  that  the  conflux  of  the 
people  was  occasioned  by  the  feast;  that  the 
war  was  not  made  with  tbeirapprobation,  but  by 
the  rashness  of  the  strangers ;  while  they  were 
on  the  side  of  the  Romans,  and  besieged 
together  with  them,  rather  than  having  any 
inclination  to  besiege  them.  There  also  came 
beforehand  to  meet  Varus,  Joseph,  the  cousin- 
german  of  king  Herod,  as  also  Gratus  and 
Rufus,  who  brought  their  soldiers  along  with 
them,  together  with  those  Romans  who  bad 
been  besieged:  but  Sabinus  did  not  come 
into  Varus's  presence,  but  stole  out  of  the 
city  privately,  and  went  to  the  ses-side. 

10.  Upon  this.  Varus  sent  a  part  of  his 
army  into  the  country,  to  seek  out  those  that 
had  been  the  authors  of  the  revolt;  and  when 
they  were  discovered,  he  punished  some  of 
them  that  were  most  guilty,  and  some  he  dis- 
missed: now  the  number  of  those  that  were 
crucitied  on  tliis  account  were  two  thousand: 
after  which  he  disb;tnded  his  army,  which  he 
found  nowise  useful  to  him  in  the  afiairs  he 
came  about;  for  they  behaved  themselves  very 
disorderly,  and  disobeyed  bis  orders,  and 
what  Varus  desired  them  to  do;  and  this  out 
of  regard  to  that  gain  which  they  made  by  the 
mischief  they  did.  As  for  himself,  when  he 
was  informed  that  ten  thousand  Jews  had 
gotten  together,  he  made  haste  to  catch  them; 
biji  they  did  not  proceed  so  far  as  to  tight 
ill  111,  but,  by  the  advice  of  Acbiabus,  they 
r.MUQ  together,  and  delivered  tiiemselves  up 
lo  him:  hereupon  Varus  forgave  the  crime 
of  revolting  to  the  multitude,  but  sent  their 
several  commanders  to  C^sar,  many  of  whom 
Caesar  dismissed ;  but  for  the  several  rela- 
tions of  Herod  who  had  been  among  these 
men  in  this  war,  they  were  the  only  persons 
whom  he  punished,  who,  without  the  least 
regard  to  justice,  fought  against  their  own 
kin  died. 


CHAPTER  XL 

AN  EMBASSAGF.  OF  THE  JEWS  T0C.XSAR;  AND 
HOW  C^SAE  CONFIRMED  UERDD's  TESTA- 
MENT. 

§  1.  So  when  Varus  bad  settled  these  aifiur», 
and  had  placed  the  former  legion  at  Jerusa- 
lem, be  returned  back  to  Antioch;  but  as  for 
Archelaus,  he  bad  new  sources  of  trouble 
come  upoD  him  at  Rome,  on  the  occasion* 
following:  for  an  embassage  of  the  Jews  was 
come  to  Rome,  Varus  having  permitted  the 
nation  to  send  it,  that  they  might  petition  for 
the  liberty  of  living  by  their  own  laws.* 
Isow,  the  number  of  the  ambassadors  that 
were  sent  by  the  authority  of  the  nation  wa4 
lilty,  to  which  they  joined  above  eiglit  thou- 
sand of  the  Jews  that  were  at  Rome  already. 
Hereupon  Csesar  assembled  his  friends,  and 
the  chief  men  among  the  Romans,  in  the  tem- 
ple of  Apollo,!  ^vhicb  he  bad  built  at  a  vast 
charge;  whither  the  ambassadors  came,  and  a 
multitude  of  the  Jews  that  were  there  already* 
came  with  them,  as  did  also  Archelaus  and  hitf 
friends;  but  as  tor  the  several  kinsmen  which 
Archelaus  had,  they  would  not  join  them- 
selves with  him,  out  of  tlieir  hatred  to  him; 
and  yet  they  thought  it  too  gross  a  thing  lor 
them  to  assist  the  ambass.idors  [against  him], 
as  supposing  it  would  be  a  disgrace  to  them 
in  Caesar's  opinion  to  think  of  thus  acting  in 
opposition  to  a  man  of  their  own  kindred: 
I'bihp  J  also  was  come  hither  out  of  Syria,  by 
the  persuasion  of  Varus,  with  this  principal 
intention  to  assist  his  brother  [Archeluua]; 
for  Varus  was  his  great  friend:  but  still  so, 
that  if  there  should  any  change  happen  in  the 
form  of  government  (which  Varus  suspected 
there  would), and  if  any  distribution  should  be 
made  on  account  of  the  number  that  desired 
the  liberty  of  living  by  their  own  laws,  tliat 
he  might  not  be  disappointed,  but  might  have 
his  share  in  it. 

2.  Now,  upon  the  liberty  that  was  given  to 
the  Jewish  ambassadors  to  speak,  they  who 
hoped  to  obtain  a  dissolution  of  kingly 
government  betook  themselves  to  accuse  He- 
rod of  i.is  iniquities;  and  they  declared  that 
he  WHS  indeed  in  name  a  king,  but  that  he 
had  taken  to  himself  that  uncontrollable 
authority  which  tyrants  exercise  over  their 
subjects,  and  had  made  use  of  that  authority 
for  the  destruction  of  the  Jews,  and  did  not 
abstain  from  making  many  mnovations  among 
them  besides,  according  to  his  own  inclina- 
tions; and  that  whereas  there  were  a  great 
many  who  perished  by  that  destruction  be 
brought  upon  them,  so  many  mdeed  as  no 
other  history  relates,  they  that  survived  were 

•  Sft  Of  Uie  War.  l>.  ii.  ch  ii.  sect  3. 

+  See  tile  nt  te.  Ut  the  War,  b.  ii.  th.  vl  ■*€!  L       _^^ 
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far  more  niiserahle  than  those  that  suffered 
under  hira,  not  only  by  the  anxiety  they  were 
in  troin  his  looksi  and  disposition  towards: 
them,  but  from  the  danger  their  estates  were 
in  of  being  taken  away  by  him.  That  he  did 
never  leave  off  adorning  these  cities  that  lay 
in  their  neighbourhood,  but  were  inhabited 
by  foreigners,  but  bo  that  the  cities  belong- 
ing to  hi»  own  government  were  ruined,  and 
utterly  destroyed:  that  whereas,  when  he  took 
the  kingdom,  it  was  in  an  extraordinary 
6uurishirig  condition,  he  had  tilled  the  nation 
with  the  utmost  degree  of  poverty;  and  when, 
upon  unjust  pretences,  he  had  slain  any  of 
the  nobility,  he  took  away  their  estates:  and 
when  he  permitted  any  of  them  to  live,  he 
condemned  them  to  the  forfeiture  of  what  thoy 
possessed.  And,  besides  the  annual  imposi- 
tions which  he  laid  upon  every  one  of  them, 
they  were  to  make  liberal  presents  to  himself, 
to  his  domestics  and  friends,  and  to  such  of 
his  slaves  as  were  vouchsafed  the  favour  of 
being  bis  tax-gatherers;  because  there  was  no 
way  of  obtaining  a  freedom  from  unjust  vio- 
lence, without  giving  either  gold  or  silver  for 
it.  That  they  would  say  nolhing  of  the  cor- 
ruption of  the  chastity  of  their  virgins,  and 
tlie  reproach  laid  on  their  wives  for  incoriti- 
nency,  and  those  things  acted  after  an  inso- 
lent ami  inhuman  manner;  because  it  was 
not  a  smaller  pleasure  to  the  suflerers  to  have 
such  things  concealed,  than  It  would  have  I 
been  not  to  have  suffered  them.  'I'hat  Herod 
bad  put  sjch  abu>«s  U|>on  them  as  a  wild 
beast  would  not  have  put  on  them,  if  be  hail 
power  given  him  to  rule  over  us:  and  that 
although  their  nati<m  bad  passed  through 
many  subversions  and  alteration*  of  govern- 
ment, their  history  gave  no  account  of  any 
c:ilamity  they  had  ever  been  under,  that  could 
be  compared  with  thi«  which  Herod  had 
brought  upon  their  nation;  that  it  was  for 
this  reason  that  they  thought  they  mii^ht 
justly  and  gladly  salute  Archelaus  as  king, 
U(ton  this  supposition, thatwhosoevershould  be 
set  over  their  kingdom,  he  would  appear  more 
mild  to  them  than  Herod  bad  been;  and  that 
they  had  joined  with  him  in  the  mourning  for 
his  father,  in  order  to  gratily  him,  and  were 
ready  to  oblige  him  in  other  points  also,  if 
tliey  could  meet  with  any  degree  of  modera- 
tion from  him;  but  that  he  seemed  to  be 
afraid  lest  he  shouhl  not  be  deemed  Herod's 
own  son;  and  so,  without  any  delav,  he  imme- 
diately let  the  nation  understand  his  meaning, 
and  this  before  his  dominion  was  well  esta- 
blished, since  the  power  of  disposing  of  it 
belonged  to  Cajsar,  who  could*  either  give  it 
to  him  or  not  as  he  pleased.  That  he  had 
given  a  specimen  of  his  future  xnrtue  to  his 
subjects,  and  with  what  kind  of  moderation 
and  good  administration  he  would  govern 
them,  by  that  his  first  action  which  concerned 
them,  his  own  citizens,  and  God  himself  aUo, 
when  be  made  tbn  tlaughtar  of  three  thousand 


of  his  own  countrymen  at  the  temple.  How, 
then,  could  they  avoid  the  just  hatred  of  him, 
who,  to  the  rest  of  his  barbarity,  hath  added 
this  as  one  of  our  crimes,  that  we  have  opposed 
and  contradicted  him  in  the  exercise  of  his 
authority?  Now,  the  main  thing  they  desired 
was  this.  That  tbey  might  be  delivered 
from  kingly  and  the  hke  forms  of  govern- 
ment,' and  might  be  added  to  Syria,  and  be 
put  under  the  authority  of  such  presidents  of 
theirs  as  should  be  sent  to  them;  for  that  it 
would  thereby  be  made  evident,  whether  they 
be  really  a  i>editiuus  people,  and  generally 
fond  of  innovations,  or  whether  they  would 
live  in  an  orderly  manner,  if  they  might  have 
governors  of  any  sort  of  moderation  set  over 
them. 

3.  Now  when  the  Jews  had  said  this,  Nico- 
laus  vindicated  the  kings  from  those  accusa- 
tions, and  said,  that  as  for  Herod,  since  he 
liad  never  been  thus  accused  f  all  the  time  of 
his  bfe,  it  was  not  lit  for  those  that  might 
have  accused  him  of  lesser  crimes  than  those 
now  mentioned,  and  might  have  procured 
him  to  be  punished  during  bis  lifetime,  to 
bring  an  accusation  against  him  now  he  is 
dead.  He  also  attributed  the  actions  of 
Archelaus  to  the  Jews'  injuries  to  him,  who, 
alfecting  to  govern  contrary  to  the  laws,  and 
going  about  to  kill  those  that  would  have 
hindered  them  from  acting  unjustly,  when 
they  were  by  him  punished  for  what  they  had 
done,  made  their  complaints  against  him;  so 
be  accused  them  of  their  attempts  for  inimva- 
tioii,  and  of  tiie  pleasure  they  took  in  sedition, 
by  reason  of  their  not  having  learned  to 
submit  to  justice  and  to  the  laws,  but  still 
desiring  to  be  superior  in  all  things.  This 
was  the  substance  of  what  Nicolaus  said. 

4.  When  Ciesar  had  heard  these  pleadings, 
he  dissolved  the  assembly;  but  a  few  days 
afterwards  he  appointed  Archelaus,  not  indeed 
to  be  the  king  of  the  whole  country,  but 
ethiiarch  of  one  half  of  that  which  had  been 
subject  to  Herod,  and  promised  to  give  him 
the  royal  dignity  hereatter,  if  he  governed  his 
part  virtuously.  But  as  for  the  other  half, 
he   divided   it   into   two   parts,  and   gave  it 

•  If  any  one  compare  that  divine  prediction  concern- 
ing llie  t>rannical  power  which  tile  Jewish  kiuj;*  Wttultl 
pxerrisp  over  tliciii.  11  they  wuii'd  be  so  foolish  as  to  pre- 
fer II  l>efor»f  their  ancient  theorracy  or  ari9locr:tc\  { I  Sum. 
viii.  J — W,  Anl.  b.  vi  r.  iv.  8.4).  he  will  soon  tiiid  that  it 
W.15  supenbuiidjolly  lu'tilli-d  in  the  days  of  Herod,  nud 
tli:il  to  such  a  decree,  that  the  nation  now  at  la^t  seenjed 
sorely  to  repent  <if  such  their  ancient  choice,  in  opposition 
to  God's  hetTer  choiie  fur  them,  and  bad  mufti  rathtrr  be 
subject  to  even  a  p;i?an  Rnraan  gorertimfnt.  and  their 
deputies  than  to  he  any  timber  under  the  oppression  of 
the  fiiuiily  111  Henwl;  which  request  ol  theirs  Augustus  did 
not  now  urant  them,  hul  did  it  for  the  r)ne  half  of  that  na- 
tii.n  in  A  few  years  afierward.  upon  fresh  complaints  made 
hy  the  Jews  against  Archelaus,  wiio,  under  tlie  more 
humble  name  of  an  ellinarch.  wliich  Ancnstus  would  unfy 
now  allow  htm.  soon  took  upon  him  the  insi^Ienre  and 
tyranny  of  bis  fitiier  king  Hemd.  as  tiie  n-maininc;  pait 
o(  V-'it  book  will  infomi  us.  and  p^irtiriilarly  c.  xi!i.  ?.  i. 

+  This  i*  uot  true  "^er  \rit  h.  xiv  eh.  x  S(-i-t.3.  4; 
■Ami  rh.  xii  ft.-cl  -'  hoH  eh.  xi'i.si-ci.  I,  '2;  *i.T.  b  w  c-h. 
iii.ct^ct.df  mudch.  z.  leaL  3,  3j  Ant  b.  wt  .n.ii.^-iM.a, 
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to  two  other  of  Herod's  son?,  to  Pbilip  and 
to  Anlipas,  that  Aiitipas  who  <iisputed  with 
Archclaus  tor  the  whole  kingdom.  Now,  to 
hiin  it  was  that  Perea  and  Galilee  paid  their 
tribute,  which  amounted  annually  to  200  ta- 
lents,* whiJe  Butanea  with  Tracbonilis,  as  well 
at4  Auranitis,  with  a  certain  purt  of  what  was 
CJiIled  the  Hou^e  of  Ztnodnru-^y^  paid  the  tri- 
bute ot  one  hundred  talents  to  Philip;  but 
Iduinea,  and  Judea,  and  the  country  of  Sa- 
maria, paid  tribute  to  Arctielaus,  but  had 
X)Ow  a  tourth  part  of  that  tribute  taken  off  by 
the  order  of  Ciesar,  who  decreed  tbein  that 
mitigation,  because  they  did  not  join  in  this 
revolt  with  ibe  rest  ot  the  multitude.  There 
were  also  certain  of  the  cities  which  paid 
tribute  to  Archelaus:  —  Strata's  Tower  and 
Seba&te,  with  J(jp[)a  and  Jerusalem;  for  as  tu 
Gaza,  Gadara,  and  Hippos,  they  were  Gre- 
cian cities,  which  Caesar  separated  frum  iiis 
government,  and  added  them  to  the  province 
of  S\ria.  Now  the  tribute-money  tliat  ciime 
to  Archelaus  every  year  from  his  own  domi- 
nions, amount4^d  to  six  hundred  talents. 

o.  And  so  much  came  to  Herod's  sons 
from  their  tather's  inheritance;  but  Salome, 
besides  what  her  brother  left  her  by  his  testa- 
ment, which  were  Jamnia,  Ashdod,  and  Pba- 
saeliii,  and  five  hundred  thousaiul  [drachmae] 

•  Since  Jo»pbQ«  hrrc  informs  us  th.it  Archflairs  hail 
one-hair  of  tbe  kioj^dom  ot  tl«rad.  and  |ires«ailj  iii- 
iurrus  us  farttier.  thai  Arclielauit*&  aoLiLil  tucouir,  ulitr 
an  ahalenient  of  une-quarltT  for  thf  prrsent,  wjs  "  Ott 
Ivients.  we  m.iy  iherefupc  palhtr  prelly  ne-iily  wh:it  was 
Heiod  ttie  (ircat's  year!)  inconie,  I  roe.tn  abnut  \\AAi 
talcnlSf.wtiich,  at  ttie  Known  value  uf  ^MMIU  abrLcIs  tu  u 
lulrnt,  and  about  'is  \{y.i.  \a  a  9t)ekel.  in  llie  dnvs  oi 
Josepbuft,  are  the  note  on  Antiq.  U  iii.  cb  viit.  vci.  i. 
amuuut*  111  ^t>b0.aiO  »lerliD4  f*r  annum  i  whicb  in- 
come, tttungh  great  in  itsi-lt,  bearini;  n»  proportion  l<> 
tiis  vast  expenses  eTerywhere  viiihle  io  Jojeplm*,  and  in 
the  rast  suuis  be  left  bcbiod  bini  in  bis  wiU  (cb.  \iu 
&CCL  I;  :uid  cb  xii.  »ecL  I),  tbe  rest  must  bave  .iriM-n 
euiier  Trom  Itis  cootiscation  of  tliu-^e  i^reut  mm's  eslatrs 
whnm  he  pol  to  dratH,  or  ina<!e  to  pay  fine  (or  Ibr 
»aviDi;  of  Ibeir  lives  or  tor  some  other  heavy  ni«-iti<*ds 
oi  oupression  which  such  5avat;e  t>ra»t-»  u-uall>  ext-ffise 
upon  their  miserable  subjtfCt?;  or  rather  from  tlirst- 
several  metho«)s  put  logetlier,  all  wbicb  yet  seem  very 
iiuicli  lou  small  lor  his  expenjics.  being  drawn  Irom  i.o 
I.\r:;rr  a  nation  than  that  of  tlie  Jews  wt.ich  was  vt-ty 
roi'iiluus  but  withoil!  tbe  advantaf;e  of  trade  to  brin? 
tb(-ui  tKhesi  so  tuat  I  cannot  but  strongly  su»pecl  llnit 
no  small  part  of  this  bis  wealth  arijse  from  anottier 
Biinrrei  I  mean  from  some  vast  sums  he  took  out  of 
David's  seiiukiire,  but  concealed  from  the  people.  Sec 
tbe  note  on  Antiq.  b.  vii.  cb.  xv.  sect*  3<. 

4-  Take  here  a  very  u!«lul  note  uf  Grotius.  on  l.nVe 
iiL  I,  here  quoted  by  Dr.  Hudson:  —  •■  U  hen  Josephus 
says  that  some  patt  of  the  bouse  (or  puSAession)  ot  Zf- 
iiudorus  {i.e.  Abiiroe]  was  allotted  to  Pinlip.  be  Itierehy 
declares  that  tbe  larger  part  of  it  belonged  tu  another 
This  otlier  was  Lysanias.  whom  l,uke  mentions,  of 
the  posterity  of  that  L)sani:iA  who  was  pukseesed  uf 
tlie  same  country  called  Abilene,  from  ttitf  city  Abila, 
and  by  others  Chalcideue,  from  the  city  <ii- C'b.t[,:is,  wbeo 
the  gQvemmeDt  of  tbe  east  was  under  AiUonius,  and 
this  alter  Ptolemy,  the  son  of  .^]enDeu^i  from  which 
L)sauia6,  this  country  came  to  be  comixonl)  called  the 
Country  ot  Lysanias^  and  a<s  alter  the  deatti  of  the  for- 
mer Lysanias,  it  was  csilled  tbe  Tetrarc.'j)  of  Zenodorus, 
so  atier  the  death  of  Zenudoru!:,  or  w^-n  I'lt-  lime  f»r 
which  he  hired  it  was  ended,  whcu  anolhi-r  I.)sania$.  of 
tbe  Sttme  name  with  the  former,  was  posses5ed  of  llie 
tame  country,  it  began  to  be  called  the  IVirarchy  uf 
Lysaiiias-*'  However,  since  Josei>i.uH  rl-^wnfif  (Atiliq 
b.  XX.  cb.  vit.  sect  1;  citarlv  disini^oi^^t  •.  AdiUne  Irom 
Ck»lctden4^  Gcotiud  must  b«  b«(c«o.4ar  luisiaikcD. 


of  coined  silver,  Ctt?ar  made  her  a  pre«'Mit  «f 
a  royal  habitation  at  Askelon :  in  all,  h« 
revenues  amounted  to  sixty  talents  by  the 
year,  and  her  dwelUn^-bouse  was  wttbin  Ar- 
chelaus's  government.  The  rest  also  of  the 
king's  relations  received  what  bis  testament 
allotted  them.  Moreover,  C»sar  made  a  pre- 
sent to  each  of  Herod's  two  virgin  daughters, 
besides  what  their  father  left  tbem,  *>f  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  [dracbmap]  of  sil- 
ver, and  married  them  to  Pheroras's  sons:  be 
also  granted  all  that  was  bequeathed  to  him- 
sell'  to  the  king's  sons,  which  wiis  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  talents,  excepting  a  f^nv  of 
the  vessels,  which  he  reserved  lor  biin>elf; 
and  they  were  acceptable  to  him,  not  so  inurh 
for  the  great  value  they  were  ot",  as  because 
they  were  memorials  of  the  king  to  him. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

CONCERMSG  h.   SPURIOUS  ALEXANDER. 

*;  1.  When  these  affairs  bad  been  thus  set- 
tled by  Ca^sar,  a  certain  young  man,  by  birth 
a  Jew,  but  brought  up  by  a  Konuui  free4hnan 
in  the  city  Sidon,  ingratted  hiiikself  into  the 
kindred  of  Herod,  by  the  resemblance  of  his 
countenance,  which  those  that  saw  hiin 
aue>>ted  to  be  that  of  Alexander,  the  son  ut 
Herod,  whom  he  had  glain;  and  this  f\us  an 
incitement  tu  him  to  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
government;  so  he  took  to  htm  a^  an  assis- 
tant, a  man  of  his  own  country  (^one  that  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  atfairs  of  the  pa- 
lace, but,  on  other  accounts,  an  ill  man,  and 
one  whose  nature  niade  him  capable  ot  caus- 
ing great  disturbiinces  tu  the  puljlic,  and  luie 
thai  became  a  teucher  of  such  a  mischievous 
contrivance  to  the  other),  and  declared  him- 
self to  be  Alexander,  and  the  son  of  Hervd, 
but  stolen  away  by  ojie  of  those  that  were 
sent  to  ^Lly  him,  who,  in  reality,  slew  other 
men,  ia  order  to  deceive  the  spectators,  but 
saved  both  him  and  bis  brother  Ari^tobulus. 
Thus  was  this  man  elated,  and  able  to  im- 
pose on  those  that  came  to  him;  and  when 
be  was  come  to  Crete,  he  made  all  the  Jevis 
that  came  to  dii>cour>e  with  him  believe  hiui 
to  be  [Alexander].  And  when  he  had  gott<!M 
much  money  whieh  had  been  presented  to 
hiiu  there,  he  passed  over  to  iSIeloe,  where  he 
got  much  more  money  than  he  had  before, 
out  of  the  belief  they  had  that  he  was  of  the 
royal  family,  and  their  hopes  that  be  would 
recover  his  father's  principality,  and  reward 
his  benefactors;  so  he  made  haste  to  Uome, 
and  was  conducted  thither  by  those  strangers 
who  entertained  him.  He  was  also  so  for- 
tunate as,  upon  his  landing  at  Dicearchia,  to 
bring  the  Jews  that  were  there  into  the  s;ime 
•  iiriUsiun;  and  not  only  other  peopie,  but  also 
a:l  those  who  had  been  great  with  Ueiod,  or 
bad  a  lfin<|pt>sc  for  ikioXj  iQnied  th£iuselveft  tiO 
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this  man  as  to  Uieir  kin?.  The  cause  of  it 
jttas  this  lliiit  men  wire  (jlad  (if  lii<  prctinces, 
wiiicli  were  secondeil  by  the  likeness  uf  his 
countenance,  which  made  those  that  bad  been 
aiquuinied  with  Alexander  strongly  to  lielieve 
that  he  "as  no  other  hut  the  very  same  per- 
son, which  they  also  confirmed  to  others  by 
oath;  insomuch  that  when  the  report  went 
ahont  him  that  he  was  coming  to  Rome,  the 
whole  multitude  of  the  Jews  that  were  there 
went  out  to  meet  him,  ascribing  it  to  Divine 
Providence  that  be  had  so  unexpectedly 
escaped,  and  being  very  joyful  on  account  of 
his  mother's  family.  And  when  be  was  come, 
he  was  carried  in  a  royal  litter  through  the 
ftreets;  and  all  the  ornaments  about  biin  were 
Euch  as  kings  are  adorned  withal;  and  this 
was  at  the  expense  of  those  that  entertained 
Lim.  The  multitude  also  flocked  about  him 
greatly,  and  made  mighty  acclamations  to 
liiin,  and  nothing  was  omitted  which  could 
Tje  thought  suitable  to  such  as  had  been  so 
unexpectedly  preserved. 

2.   When  this  thing  was  toJd  Caesar,  he  did 
not  believe  it,  because  Herod  was  not  easily 
to  be  init)usetl  U[H)n  in  such  affiirs  as  were  of 
great  concern  to  him;   yet,  having  some  sus- 
picion it  might  be  so,  be  sent  one  Ci-ladus,  a 
freed-nian  of  his,  and  one  that  had  conversed 
with   the  young  men   themselves,   and    hade 
him  bring  Alexander  into  his    presence:    so 
be  brought  him,   being  no  more  accurate  in 
judging  about  bini  than  the  rest  of  the  mul- 
titude.    Yet  did  not  he  deceive  C»sar;  for 
although  there  was   a  resemblance  between 
him  and  Alexander,  yet  it  was  not  so  exact  as 
to  impose  on  such  as  were  prudent  in  dLsccrn- 
ing;  for  this  spurious  Alexander  had  his  hands 
rough,  by  the  labours  he  had  been  put  to;  and 
instead  of   that  softness  of  body  which  the 
other  h;ul,  and  this  as  derived  from  his  deli- 
cate and    generous  education,  this   man,  for 
the    contiary    reason,    bad    a    rugged    body. 
When,  therefore,  Ca?-ar  saw  how  the  master 
nnd  the  scholar  agreed  in  this  lying  st(iry.  and 
in   a  hi)ld  way  of  tidking,  he  inquired  about 
Aristobulus,  and  asked  what  became  of  him, 
who  (it  scemsj  was  stolen  away  together  with 
him,  and  for  what  reason  it  was  that  he  did 
not  come  along  with  him,  and  endeavour  to 
recover  that  dominion  which  was  due  to  his 
hii^h   birth  also.      And  when  he  said  that  he 
bad  been  left  in  the  Isle  of  Crete,  for  fear  of 
the  dangers  of  the  sea,  that,  in  case  any  acci 
dent  should  come  to  himself,  the  posterity  of 
Marianine  might  not  utterly  perish,  but  that 
Aristobulus  might  survive,  and  punish  those 
that   laid    such    treacherous    designs    against 
them;  and  when  be  persevered  in  his  atlirma- 
tions,  ami  the  author  of  the  imposture  agreed 
in  supporting  it,  Caesar  took  the  young  man 
by  himself,  and  said  to  him,   "  If  thou   wilt 
not  impose  upon  me,  thou  shalt  have  this  for 
thy  reward,  that  thou  shalt  escape  with  thy 
life;  tell  me   then,  who  thou  art,  and  who  it 


was  that  had  boldness  enough  to  contrive  such 
a  cheat  as  this.  For  this  contrivance  is  too 
considerable  a  piece  of  villany  to  be  un(ier- 
taken  by  one  of  thy  age."  Accordingly,  he- 
cause  be  had  no  other  way  to  take,  he  told 
Ccesar  the  contrivance,  and  after  what  man- 
ner, and  by  whom  it  was  laid  together.  So 
Caesar,  upon  observing  the  spurious  Alexan 
der  to  be  a  strong  active  man,  aiul  fit  to  work 
with  his  hands,  that  he  might  not  break  his 
promise  to  him,  \Hil  him  among  those  that 
were  to  row  among  the  mariners,  but  slew 
him  that  induced  him  to  do  what  he  had  done; 
for  as  for  the  people  of  Jlelos,  he  thought 
them  sulliciently  punished,  in  having  thrown 
away  so  much  of  their  money  upon  this  spu- 
rious Alexander.  And  such  was  the  igno- 
minious conclusion  of  this  bold  contrivance 
about  the  spurious  Alexander. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 
now  AticnKLAUS,  uroN  a  second  Acct;sA- 

TIUN  WAS  BANISHED  TO  VIENNA. 

§  1.  When  Archelaus  was  entered  on  his 
ethnnrchy,  and  was  come  into  Judea,  he  ac- 
cused .Toazurj  the  son  of  Boethus,  of  assisting 
the  seditious,  and  took  away  the  high-priest- 
hood from  him,  and  put  Eleazar  his  brother 
in  his  place.  He  also  magnificently  rebuilt 
the  royal  palace  that  had  been  at  Jericho,  nnd 
he  diverted  half  the  water  with  which  the  vil- 
lage  of  Neara  used  to  be  watered,  and  drew 
olf  that  water  into  the  plain,  to  water  those 
palm-trees  which  he  had  there  planted;  he 
also  built  a  village,  and  put  his  own  name 
upon  it,  and  called  it  Archelais.  Moreover, 
he  transgressed  the  law  of  our  fathers,*  and 
married  Glaplijra,  the  daughter  of  Archelaus, 
who  h  id  been  the  wife  of  his  brother  Alex- 
ander, whiih  Alexander  bad  three  children  by 
her,  while  it  was  a  thing  detestable  among  the 
Jews  to  marry  the  brother's  wile.  Nor  did 
this  Eleazar  abide  long  in  the  high-priesthood, 
Jesus,  the  son  of  Sie,  being  put  in  his  room 
while  he  was  still  living. 

2.  But  in  the  tenth  year  of  Archelaus's 
government,  both  his  brethren  and  the  prin- 
cipal men  of  Judea  and  Samaria,  not  being 
able  to  bear  his  barbarous  and  tyrannical 
usage  of  them,  accused  him  before  Caesar, 
and  that  especially  because  they  knew  he  bad 
broken  the  commands  of  Cajsar,  which  obli- 
ged him  to  behave  himself  with  moderation 
among  them.  Whereupon  Cesar,  when  he 
heard  it,  was  very  angry,  and  called  for  Ar- 
chelaus's  steward,  who  took  care  of  his  affairs 
at    Home,  and  whose    name   was  Archelaus 

•  Spanheim  spasonalily  o1iaer\'es  l^ere,  that  it  n'aa  f^*^. 
liiitften  the  .lews  to  niarry  Itir-ir  hrnther's  wife  when  she 
had  children    Ity   her  (irsi  husband;    and  tliat  Z'-nora* 
i  (cites,  orj  ixiterprels  the  cljuse  belore  aa  accot^iogly. 
2U 
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also;  and  thinking  it  beneatli  him  to  write  to 
Arrhelaus,  he  linrie  him  i-ail  away  as  soon  as 
pnssilile,  and  Itring  him  to  Rome;  so  the  man 
made  haste  in  his  vo\age,  and  when  he  came 
into  Judea  he  found  Archelaus  feasting  with 
his  friend-;  so  he  tuld  him  what  Caesar  had 
sent  him  ahont,  and  hastened  him  away.  And 
when  he  was  come  [to  Rome],  Ctesar  up- 
on hearing  what  certain  accusers  of  his  had 
to  say,  and  what  reptv  he  could  make,  hoth 
hunished  him,  and  appointed  Vienna,  a  city 
of  gaul,  to  be  the  place  of  his  habitation, 
and  look  his  money  away  from  him. 

3.  Now,  hefore  Archelaus  was  gone  up  to 
Rome  upon  this  message,  he  related  this 
dream  to  his  friends:  That  he  saw  ears  of 
corn,  in  number  ten,  full  of  wheat,  perfectly 
ripe;  which  ears,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  were 
devoured  by  oxen.  And  when  he  was  awake 
and  gotten  up,  because  the  vision  appeared  to 
be  of  great  importance  to  him,  he  sent  for 
the  diviners,  whose  study  was  employed  about 
dreams.  And  while  some  were  of  one  opi- 
nion and  some  of  another  (for  all  their  inter- 
pretations did  not  agree),  Simon,  a  man  of  the 
sect  of  the  Essens,  desired  leave  to  speak  his 
mind  freely,  and  said,  that  the  vision  denoted 
a  change  in  the  affairs  of  Archelaus,  and  that 
not  for  the  better;  that  oxen,  because  that 
animal  takes  uneasy  pains  in  his  labours,  de- 
noted afflictions,  and  indeed  denoted,  farther, 
a  change  of  affairs;  because  that  land  which 
is  ploughed  by  oxen  cannot  remain  in  its  for- 
mer state ;  and  that  the  ears  of  corn  being  ten, 
determined  the  like  number  of  years,  because 
an  ear  of  corn  grows  in  one  year;  and  that 
the  time  of  Archelaus's  government  was  over. 
And  thus  did  this  man  expound  the  dream. 
Now,  on  the  fifth  day  after  this  dream  came 
first  to  Archelaus,  the  other  Archelaus,  that 
was  sent  to  Judea  by  Ciesar  to  call  him  away, 
came  hither  also. 

4.  The  like  accident  befel  Glaphyra  his 
wife,  who  was  the  daughter  of  king  Arche- 
laus, who,  as  I  said  hefore,  was  married,  while 
she  was  a  virgin,  to  Alexander,  the  son  of 
Uerod,  and  brother  of  Archelaus;  but  cincej 


it  fell  out  so  that  Alexander  was  slain  by  bis 
faiher,  she  was  married  to  Juba,  the  king  of 
Libya;  and  when  he  was  dead,  and  she  lived 
in  widowhood  in  Cappadocia  nith  her  father, 
Archelaus  divorced  bis  former  wife  Mariamne, 
and  married  her,  so  great  was  his  affection 
for  her;  who,  during  her  marria^'e  to  him, 
saw  the  following  dream:^ — She  thoupht  she 
saw  Alexander  standing  by  her;  at  which  she 
rejoiced,  and  embraced  him  with  great  affec- 
tion; but  that  he  coniplained  of  her,  and  said, 
"  0  Glaphyra!  thou  provest  that  sjji.i^  lo  I  e 
true,  which  assures  us  that  women  are  not  to 
be  trusted.  Didst  thou  not  pledge  thy  faith 
to  me?  and  wast  then  not  married  to  me 
when  thou  wast  a  virgin?  and  had  we  not 
children  between  us?  Yet  hast  thou  forgot- 
ten the  affection  I  bare  to  thee,  out  of  desire 
of  a  second  husband.  Nor  hast  thou  been 
satisfied  with  that  injury  thou  didst  me,  but 
thou  bast  been  so  bold  as  to  procure  thee  a 
third  husband  to  lie  by  thee,  and  in  an  inde- 
cent and  imprudent  manner  hast  entered  into 
my  house,  and  hast  been  married  to  Arche- 
laus, thy  husband  and  my  brother.  How- 
ever, T  will  not  forget  thy  former  kind  affec- 
tion for  me;  but  will  set  thee  free  from  every 
such  reproachful  action,  and  cause  thee  to  be 
mine  again,  as  thou  once  wa>t."  "W'hcn  she 
had  related  this  to  her  female  companions,  in 
a  few  days'  time  she  departed  this  life. 

5.  Now  I  did  not  think  these  histories  im- 
proper for  the  present  discourse,  both  because 
my  di>course  now  is  concerning  kings,  and 
otherwise  also  on  account  of  the  advantage 
hence  to  be  drawn,  as  well  for  the  con6rnm- 
tion  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  as  of  the 
providence  of  God  over  human  affairs,  I 
thought  them  fit  to  be  set  down;  but  if  any 
one  does  not  believe  such  relations,  let  him 
indeed  enjoy  his  own  opinion,  but  let  him  not 
hinder  another  that  would  thereby  encourage 
himself  in  virtue.  So  A-chelaus's  country 
was  laid  to  the  pror'ncs  of  Syria;  and  Cvre- 
nius,  one  that  had  been  consul,  was  sent  b» 
Cssar  to  tske  acccunt  of  peopJe'i  effect*  m 
Syria,  and  tc  sell  the  nou«e  ol  Arcnelaui. 
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BOOK  XVIII. 

eONTAIMINa  TRB  INTKSVAL  OF  TniSTT-TWO  TE&BI. 

FROM  THE  BANISHMENT  OF  ARCHELAUS  TO  THE  DEPARTURE  OF 
THE  JEWS  FROM  BABYLON. 


CHAPTER  I.  r 

HOW  CTEENICS  WAS  SENT  BY  CXSAtt  TO  MAKE 
A  TAXATION  OF  STllIA  AND  JDDEA;  AND 
HOW  COPONIUS  WAS  SENT  TO  BE  PUOCL'aA- 
TOR  OF  JUDEA;  concerning  JUDA"!  OF  GA- 
LILEE, AND  concerning  the  SECTS  THAT 
WERE  AUON'G  THE  JEWS. 

§  I.  Now  Cyrenius,  a  Roman  senator,  and 
one  who  had  gone  through  cither  magistracies, 
and  had  passed  through  them  till  he  had  been 
consul,  and  one  who,  on  other  acrounts,  was 
of  great  dignity,  came  at  this  time  into  Syria, 
with  a  few  others,  being  sent  by  Casar  to  be 
*  judge  of  that  nation,  and  to  take  an  account 
of  their  substance:  Coponius  also,  a  man  of 
the  equestrian  order,  was  sent  together  with 
him,  to  have  the  supreme  power  over  the 
Jews.  Moreover,  Cyrenius  came  himself  in- 
to Judea,  which  was  now  added  to  the  pro- 
vince of  Syria,  to  take  an  account  of  their 
aubstance,  and  to  dispose  of  Archelaus's  mo- 
ney; but  the  Jews,  although  at  the  beginning 
they  took  the  report  of  a  taxation  heinously, 
yet  did  they  leave  off  any  farther  opposition 
to  it,  by  the  persuasion  of  Joazar,  who  was 
the  son  of  Boethus,  and  high-priest.  So 
they,  being  over-persuaded  by  Joazar's  words, 
gave  an  account  of  their  estates,  without 
any  dispute  about  it ;  yet  there  was  one  Ju- 
das a  Gaulonite,*  of  a  city  whose  name  was 

•  Since  St  Luke  once  (Acts  v.  37),  and  Joseptins 
oor  tereral  times,  once  bare  (sect-  6;  and  h.  xx.  cli.  v. 
»;ct.2;  Of  the  War.b.  ii.ch.viiL  sect  1;  and  ctiap-  xvii. 
srct.9).  calls  tliis  Julias,  who  was  tbe  pestilent  author  of 
tbat  seditious  doctrine  aud  temper  wtiich  brought  the 
Jewish  nation  to  utter  destruction,  a  (Galilean:  but  here 
(aect  i).  Josephus  calls  him  a  Gaulonite,  of  the  city  of 
Gauiala;  it  is  a  f^reat  question  where  this  Judas  was 
tiorn.  wliethef  in  (Talilee  on  the  west  side,  or  in  Gauio- 
n.tis  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  Jordan;  while,  in  the 
place  just  now  cited  out  of  the  Antiquities  (h.  xx.  ch.  v. 
sects),  he  is  Dot  only  called  a  Galilean,  but  it  is  added 
to  his  story,  **  as  I  have  signified  in  the  books  that  (JO 
before  these."  as  if  he  had  still  called  him  4  Galilean  in 
tiiose  Antiquities  before,  a«  well  as  in  tli.it  particular 
place,  as  tjean  Akiricb  observes.  Of  tbe  War  b.ii  ch. 
viii.  sect,  I.  Norcan  one  well  imagine  why  he  should 
iferecall  him  a  Gaulonite.  when,  in  the  t>th  eecL  following 
here,  a*  well  as  twice  of  the  War.  he  sitll  chills  him  a<va- 
lilesn.  As  for  the  city  of  Gamala.  whence  this  Jndas 
»as  derived,  it  determioea    nothing,  siocfe  tli^re  were 


Gamala,  who  taking  with  him  Sadduc,f  a 
Pharisee,  became  zealous  to  draw  them  to 
a  revolt,  who  both  said  that  this  taxation  was 
no  better  than  an  introduction  to  slavery,  and 
exhorted  the  nation  to  assert  their  liberty;  as 
if  they  could  procure  them  happiness  and  se- 
curity for  what  they  possessed,  and  an  assur- 
ed enjoyment  of  a  still  greater  good,  which 
was  that  of  the  honour  and  glory  they  would 
thereby  acquire  for  inagnanimity.  They  also 
said  that  God  would  not  otherwise  be  assist- 
ing to  them,  than  upon  their  joining  with  one 
another  in  such  counsels  as  might  be  success- 
ful, and  for  their  own  advantage;  and  this 
especially,  if  they  would  set  about  great  ex- 
ploits, and  not  grow  weary  in  executing  the 
same;  so  men  received  what  they  said  t\'ith 
pleasure,  and  this  bold  attempt  proceeded  to 
a  great  height.  All  sorts  of  misfortunes  also 
sprang  from  these  men,  and  the  nation  was 
infected  with  this  doctrine  to  an  incredible 
degree;  one  violent  war  came  upon  us  after 
another,  and  we  lost  our  friends,  who  used 
to  alleviate  our  pains;  there  were  also  very 
great  robberies  and  murders  of  our  principal 
men.  This  was  done  in  pretencS  indeed  for 
the  public  welfare,  but  in  reality  for  the  hopes 
of  gain  to  themselves;  whence  arose  seditions, 
and  from  them  murders  of  men,  which  some, 
times  fell  on  those  of  their  own  people  iTiy  tie 
madness  of  these  men  towards  one  another, 
while  their  desire  was  that  none  of  the  adverse 
party  might  be  left),  and  sometimes  on  their 
enemies ;  a  famine  also  coming  upon  us  reduced 
us  to  the  last  degree  of  despair,  as  did  also 
the  taking  and  demolishing  of  cities  j  nay,  the 


two  of  that  name,  tbe  one  in  Ganlonitis,  the  other 
in  Galilee.  See  Retand  on  the  city  or  towr  of  that 
name. 

+  It  seems  not  very  improbable  to  m6  that  this  Rad- 
duc,  the  Ptiarisfe,  was  the  very  same  man  of  whom  the 
Habbins  speak,  as  the  unhappy  but  nndesigning  occa- 
sion of  the  impiety  or  infidelity  of  the  Sadducees:  nor 
perhaps  had  the  men  this  name  of  Sadducees  till  this 
very  time,  thousih  they  were  a  distinct  sect  long  before. 
See  the  note  on  b.  xilLch.  x.spct.  5,  and  Dean  Prideaui, 
as  there  quoted;  nor  do  we.  that  I  know  of,  find  the 
least  foutjteps  of  such  impiety  or  infidelity  of  these 
S:iilducees  tiefore  this  time,  the  Recognitions  assuring 
us  that  they  began  aboat  the  days  of  JohA  the  Baptist, 
b.  L  ch.  liv. 
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sedition  at  last  increased  so  high,  that  the 
very  temple  of  God  was  burnt  down  bv  their 
enemy's  fire.  Such  were  the  consequences  of 
this,  that  the  customs  of  our  fathers  were 
altered,  and  such  a  change  was  made,  as  add- 
ed a  mighty  weight  toward  bringing  all  to 
destruction,  which  these  men  occasioned  by 
thus  conspiring  together;  for  Judas  and  Sad- 
dnc,*  who  excited  a  fourth  philosophic  sect 
H  iiong  us,  and  had  a  great  many  followers 
iai.-rein,  tilled  our  civil  government  with  tu- 
mrrlts  at  present,  and  laid  the  foundation  of 
our  future  nii&eiies,  by  this  system  of  pbilo- 
Hophy,  which  we  were  before  unacquainted 
withal;  concerning  which  I  shall  discourse  a 
little,  and  this  the  rather,  because  the  infec- 
tion which  spread  thence  among  the  }0unger 
sort,  who  were  zealous  for  it,  brought  the 
public  to  destruction. 

2.  The  Jews  had  for  a  great  while  three 
sects  of  philosophy  peculiar  to  themselves; 
the  sect  of  the  Essens,  and  the  sect  of  the 
Sadducees,  and  the  third  sort  of  opinions  was 
that  of  those  called  Pharisees;  of  v'hich  sects, 
although  I  have  already  sfjnken  in  the  second 
book  of  the  Jewish  War,  yet  will  I  a  little 
touch  upon  them  now. 

3.  Now,  for  the  Pharisees,  they  live  mean- 
ly, and  despise  delicacies  in  diet ;  and  they  fol- 
low the  conduct  of  reason;  and  what  that 
prescribes  to  them  as  good  for  them,  they  do; 
and  they  think  they  ought  earnestly  to  strive 

to  observe  reason's  dictates  for   practice 

They  also  pay  a  respect  to  such  as  are  in 
years;  nor  are  they  so  bold  as  to  contradict 
thera  in  any  thing  which  they  have  intro- 
duced ;  and,  when  they  determine  that  all 
things  are  done  by  fate,  they  do  not  take 
away  the  freedom  from  men  of  acting  as  thev 
think  fit;  since  their  notion  is,  that  it  hath 
pleased  God  to  make  a  temperament,  where- 
by what  he  wills  is  done,  but  so  that  the 
will  of  men  can  act  virtuously  or  viciously. 
They  also  believe  that  souls  have  an  immortal 
vigour  in  them,  and  that  under  the  earth 
there  will  be  rewards  or  punishments,  accord- 
ing as  they  have  lived  virtuously  or  viciously 
in  this  life;  and  the  latter  are  to  be  detained 
in  an  everlasting  prison,  but  that  the  former 
shall  have  power  to  revive  and  live  agahi;  on 
account  of  which  doctrines  they  are  able  great- 
ly to  persuade  the  body  of  the  people;  and 
whatsoever  they  do  about  divine  worship, 
prayers,  and  sacrifices,  they  perform  thera 
according  to  their  direction;  insomuch  that 
the  cities  gave  great  attestions  to  them  on 
'account  of  their  entire  virtuous  conduct,  both 
in  the  actions  of  their  lives  and  their  discourses 
also. 

4.  But  the  doctrine  of  the  Sadducees  is 
this:  That  souls  die  with  the  bodies;  nor  do 
they  regard  the  observation  of  atiy  thing  be- 
ddei  what  the  law  enjoins  them;   for  they 

*  SMtb*  prrriou  Not«. 


think  it  an  instance  of  virtue  to  dispute  with 
those  teachers  of  philosophy  whom  they  fre. 
quent ;  but  this  doctrine  is  received  but  by  a 
few,  yet  by  those  still  of  the  greatest  dignity; 
but  they  are  able  to  do  almost  nothnig  of 
themselves;  for  when  they  become  magis- 
trates, as  they  are  unwillingly  and  bv  force 
sometimes  obliged  to  be,  they  addict  them- 
selves to  the  notions  of  the  Pharisees,  be- 
cause the  multitude  would  not  otherwise  hear 
them. 

5.  The  doctrine  of  the  Essens  is  this:  That 
all  things  are  best  ascribed  to  God.  They 
teach  the  immortality  of  souls,  and  esteem 
that  the  rewards  of  righteousness  are  to  be 
earnestly  striven  for ;  and  when  they  send 
what  tbey  have  dedicated  to  God  into  the 
temple,  they  do  not  offer  sacrifice,-,!  bepausa 
they  have  more  pure  lustrations  of  their  own; 
on  which  aicount  they  are  excluded  from  the 
common  court  of  the  temple,  but  offer  their 
sacrifices  themselves;  yet  is  their  course  of 
life  better  than  that  of  other  men;  and  they 
entirely  addict  themselves  to  husbandry.  It 
also  deserves  our  admiration,  how  much  tbey 
exceed  all  other  men  that  addict  theaiselvcs  to 
virtue,  and  this  in  righteousness:  and  indeed 
to  such  a  degree,  that  as  it  hath  never  appear- 
ed among  any  other  men,  neither  Greeks  not 
barbarians,  no,  not  for  a  little  time,  so  hath  it 
endured  a  long  while  among  them.  This  is 
demonstrated  by  that  institution  of  theirs 
which  will  not  suffer  any  thing  to  hinder  them 
from  having  all  things  in  common;  so  that  a 
rich  man  enjoys  no  more  of  his  own  wealth 
than  he  who  hath  nothing  at  all.  There  are 
about  four  thousand  men  that  live  in  this  way, 
and  neither  marry  wives,  nor  are  desirous  to 
keep  servants;  as  thinking  the  latter  tempts 
men  to  be  unjust,  and  the  former  gives  the 
handle  to  domestic  quaivels;  but  as  they  live 
by  themselves,  they  minister  one  to  another. 
They  also  appoint  certain  stev/ards  to  receive 
tfie  incomes  of  their  revenues,  and  of  the 
fruits  of  the  ground  ;  such  as  are  good  men 
and  priests,  who  are  to  get  their  corn  and 
their  food  ready  for  them.  They  none  of 
them  differ  from  others  of  the  Essens  in  their 
way  of  living,  but  do  the  most  resemble  those 
Dacse  who  are  called  PoliitaX  [dwellers  in 
cities.3 

6.  But  of  the  fourth  sect  of  Je«isb  pbilo- 

+  It  srems  by  -what  Josephns  says  tierp,  and  Phi?» 
bimself  elsewhere  (*lp.  p.  bTyj,  that  itiese  Ks^enstlitt  not 
use  to  ^  to  the  Jewish  festivals  at  Jeriisalfm,  or  to  otfev* 
sactitlres  there,  which  inay'be  one  Eivat  ocrasion  why 
Ihey  are  never  ntentioiied  in  Ihe  orHinary  books  of  iha 
New  lestameot:  thoiieh.  in  the  Apostolioul  Con^ctto- 
tions.  they  are  uentioiied  83  tthtse  that  observed  Ihe  f  us- 
tonil  ot  their  forelalhei?,  and  that  Mitlh)Ut  ajiy  soeh  ilj 
chHrurler  laid  upon  thriu  as  is  Iberv  laid  upon  the  utber 
sects  aoionk;  that  people. 

1  W  ho  there  llciLifvai  in  Josephus,or  Kv  #.  j  in  Strabi^ 
auioDS  the  P,Iha!ii.r:c  I'aece  «eie,  it  is  ool  ea.«y  to  deter- 
niii  e.  Ncniib.'er  ftfers  no  iioprot>able  con^^trire.  lh.-»t 
some  of  these  D^ca;  Jived  a,f>lie.  like  mor.ks.  in  tents  ,ir 
cares;  but  that  otliers  ol  Ih^iit  lived  loeet^el  i»  hinil 
cities,  and  tbence  were  called  t>y  aurb  oaiBcs  aa  implixi 
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BOphy,  Jndas  the  Galilean  was  the  author. 
These  men  agree  in  all  other  things  with  the 
Ph;iri?iiic  notions;  but  they  have  an  inviolable 
attr.chment  to  liberty;  and  Ray  that  God  is  to 
be  their  only  Ruler  and  Lord.  They  al^o  do 
not  v'rtUie  d\ing  any  kinds  of  death,  nor  in- 
deeil  do  tht-y  heed  the  deaths  of  their  relations 
aii<I  frii'nds,  Tior  can  any  such  fear  make 
them  rail  any  man  Lord;  and  since  this  im- 
niovealile  resolution  of  theirs  is  well  known 
to  a  great  many,  1  shall  speak  no  farther 
about  that  matter;  nor  am  I  afraid  that  any 
thine  1  hHve  said  of  them  should  be  disbelieved, 
init  rather  tear,  that  what  I  have  said  is  be- 
neath tlie  re^ttlution  they  show  when  they  un- 
diTjio  pain;  and  it  was  in  Gessiiis  Florus's 
tniie  that  the  nation  began  to  grow  mad  with 
this  distemper,  \^ho  was  our  procurator,  and 
uho  oociisioiifd  the  Jews  to  go  wild  with  it 
hv  the  ubuse  of  his  authority,  and  to  make 
them  revolt  from  the  Romans;  and  these  are 
the  sects  of  Jewish  philosophy. 


CHAPTER  11. 

HOW  HEROD  AND  PHILIP  BtTILT  SEVERAL 
CnitS  IS  HONOUR  OF  C^SAH.  CONCERN- 
ING THE  SUCCESSION  OF  PKIESTS  AND  PllO- 
CUKATtiBS;  AS  ALSO  WHAT  BEFEL  PUUA- 
ATES   AND  THE  PARTHIANS. 

§  ].  When  Cyrenius  had  now  disposed  of 
Archeluus's  money,  and  when  the  taxings 
weff  come  to  a  (•olu•lu^ion,  which  were  made  in 
thf  ihirty-3f  venth  year  of  CVsar's  victory  over 
Aiitiiny  at  Actium,  he  deprived  Joazar  of  the 
high-priestbooil.  uhieb  dignity  had  been  con- 
ferreil  on  hiui  by  the  multitude,  and  be  ap- 
pointed AuMiius,  the  son  of  Seth,  to  be  high- 
pne^^t;  u  Idle  Herod  and  Philip  had  each  of 
them  receiveil  their  own  tetrarchy.  and  settled 
the  aH'airs  tbtTLof.  Herod  also  built  a  wall 
about  i^epfiboiis  (which  is  the  security  of  all 
Ualilee).  and  made  it  the  metropolis  of  the 
country.  He  also  built  a  wail  round  Betha- 
ramphtha,  which  was  itself  a  city  also,  and 
ciiHed  it  Julia>,  from  the  name  of  the  empe- 
ror's wife.  When  Philip,  also,  had  built  Pa- 
neas,  a  city,  at  the  fountains  of  Jordan,  be 
nnmed  it  Cesarea.  He  also  advanced  the  vil- 
lage Bethsaida,  e-ituate  at  the  lake  of  Genncsa- 
reth,  unto  the  dignity  of  a  city,  both  by  the 
number  cf  inhi^bitants  it  contained,  and  its 
oTher  grai;deiir,  and  called  it  by  the  name  of 
Julias,  the  same  name  with  Cesar's  daughter. 
2,  As  Coponius,  who  we  told  you  was  sent 
along  with  Cyrenius,  was  exercising  his  office 
t){  procurator,  and  governing  Judea,  the  fol- 
lowing accidents  happened.  As  the  Jews 
were  celebrniing  the  feast  of  unleavened 
bread,  which  we  call  the  Passover,  it  was 
customary  for  the  priests  to  open  the  temple- 
gates  ju&t  after  midnight.      When,  therefore. 


those  gates  were  fir^t  opened,  some  of  the  - 
Samaritans  came  privately  into  Jerusalem^ 
and  threw  about  dead  men's  bodies  in  the 
cloisters;  on  which  account  the  Jews  after- 
ward excluded  ihem  out  of  the  temple,  which 
they  had  not  used  to  do  at  such  festivals;  and 
on  other  accounts  also  they  watched  the  tem- 
ple more  carefully  than  they  had  formerly 
done.  A  little  nfter  which  accident,  Copo 
nius  returned  to  Rome,  and  Marcus  Ambi- 
vius  came  to  be  his  successor  in  that  govern- 
ment; under  whom  Salome,  the  sister  of  king 
Herod,  died,  and  left  to  Julia  [Ciesar's  wife], 
Jamnia.  all  its  toparchy,  and  Phasielis  in  the 
plain,  and  Archelais,  where  is  a  great  planta- 
tion of  palm-trees,  and  their  fruit  is  excellent 
in  its  kind.  After  him  came  Annius  Riifus, 
under  whom  died  Caesar,  the  second  emperor 
of  the  Romans,  the  duration  of  whose  reign 
was  fifty-seven  years.  Iwsides  six  months  and 
two  days  (of  wlii<'h  time  Antonius  ruled  to- 
gether with  him  fourteen  years;  but  the  du- 
ration of  bis  life  was  seventy-seven  years); 
upon  whose  death  Tiberius  Nero,  his  wife 
Julia's  son,  succeeded.  He  was  now  the 
third  emperor;  and  he  sent  Valerius  Gratus 
to  be  procurator  of  Judea,  and  to  succeed 
Annius  Uutu*.  This  man  deprived  Ananus 
of  the  high-priesthood,  and  appointed  Ismael, 
the  son  of  Pbahi,  to  be  high-priest.  He  also 
deprived  him  in  a  little  tinte,  and  ordained 
EleazJir,  the  son  of  Ananus,  who  had  been 
high-priest  before,  to  be  high-priest:  which 
ofiice,  when  be  had  held  iur  a  year,  G  rut  us 
deprived  him  of  it,  and  gave  the  hi^h-priest- 
hood  to  Simon,  the  son  of  Camithus;  and, 
when  he  bad  possessed  that  dignity  nu  longer 
than  a  \ear,  Joseph  Caiphas  was  m;fde  his 
successor.  When  Gratus  had  done  those 
things,  he  went  back  to  Rome,  after  he  hud 
t'^rried  in  Judea  eleven  years,  when  Pontius 
Pdate  came  a^  his  successor. 

3.  And  now  Herod  tiie  tetrarch,  who  was 
in  great  favour  with  Tiberius,  built  a  city  of 
the  same  name  with  him,  arid  called  it  Tibe- 
rias. He  built  it  in  the  best  part  of  Galilee,  at 
the  lake  of  Gennesareth.  There  are  warm 
baths  at  a  little  distance  from  it,  in  a  village 
named  Emmaus.  Strangers  came  and  in- 
habited this  city;  a  great  number  of  the  in 
habitants  were  Galileans  also;  and  many 
were  neces>it:ited  by  Herod  to  come  thither 
out  of  the  country  belonging  to  him,  and  were 
I  by  force  compelUd  to  be  its  inhabitants;  some 
of  them  were  per>ons  of  condition.  He  also 
admitted  poor  people,  such  as  those  that  were 
collected  from  all  parts,  to  dwell  in  it.  Nay, 
some  of  theui  were  not  quite  freemen;  and 
these  he  was  a  lieiifhirior  to,  and  made  t!iein 
tree  in  great  numbers;  but  obliged  them  not 
to  forsake  the  city,  by  building  them  very 
good  houses  at  his  own  exjehses,  and  by  giv- 
ing them  land  al^n;  lor  he  was  sensible,  tUat 
to  make  thi?-  pl^ee  a  habitation  was  to  trans- 
gress the  Jewish  ancient  laws,  because  many 
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•epulchres  were  to  be  here  taken  away,  in  order 
to  r»«ke  room  for  the  city  Tibeiias;'  whereas 
our  ^w  pronounces,  that,  such  inhabitants  are 
uncleai:  tor  seven  days.f 

4.  About  this  time  died  Pbraates,  ling  of 
the  Paribians,  by  the  treachery  of  Phraataces 
his  son,  upon  the  occasion  following: — When 
Pbraates  had  bad  legitimate  sons  of  his  own,  he 
jad  also  an  Italian  maid-servant,  whose  name 
was  Thermusa,  who  bad  been  formerly  sent  to 
bim  by  Julius  Ciesar,  among  other  presents. 
He  first  made  her  his  concubine;  but  he  being 
a  great  admirer  of  her  beauty,  in  process  of 
time  having  a  son  by  lier,  whose  nhme  was 
Phraataces,  he  madt:  her  bis  legitimate  wife, 
snd  had  a  great  ri-spect  for  her.  Kow,  she 
was  able  to  persiiiide  him  to  do  any  thing  that 
ehe  s;iid,  and  was  earnest  in  procuring  the 
government  of  Parlbia  for  berson;  but  still 
she  saw  that  her  endeavours  uould  not  suc- 
ceed, unless  she  could  contrive  bow  to  remove 
Phraates's  legitimate  sons  [out  of  the  king- 
dom]; so  she  persuaded  bim  to  send  those  bis 
sons  as  pledges  of  bis  tidelity  to  Rome;  and 
they  were  sent  to  Boine  accordingly,  because 
it  was  not  easy  for  him  to  contradict  her  com- 
Diands.  Now,  while  Pbraatuces  was  alone 
brought  np  in  order  to  succeed  in  the  govern- 
ment, be  thought  it  very  tedious  to  expect  that 
government  by  bis  father's  donation  [as  his 
successor];  be  therefore  formed  a  treacherous 
design  against  his  father,  by  bis  mother's  as- 
sistance, with  whom,  as  the  report  went,  be 
bad  criminal  conversation  also.  So  be  was 
bitted  for  both  these  vices,  while  his  subjects 
esteemed  this  [wicked]  love  of  his  mother  to 
be  no  way  interior  tfj  bis  parricide;  and  be 
was  by  them,  in  a  sedition,  expelled  out  of 
the  country  before  he  grew  loo  great,  and 
died.  But,  as  the  best  sort  of  I'artbians 
agreed  l»i>;ellier,  that  it  w^s  impossible  they 
shoubl  be  governed  without  a  king,  while  also 
it  was  their  con^lant  practice  to  choose  one  ol 
the  family  ol  Arsiices  [nor  '.id  their  law  allow 
of  any  others;  and  they  ihcn^bt  this  kingccm 
ball  been  si.llirii  ntly  injund  alreaily  by  (he 
marriiige  \%iih  an  llalian  concubine,  and  by 
her  issue],  tbev  sent  anibassaiiors,  and  called 
Orcdes  [lo  thke  the  crown];  for  the  muhitnde 
would  not  otheivvise  haxe  bctrne  them;  and 
tlicii|.b  he  wasairuseii  <f  very  great  cruelly, 
and  was  of  an  nntRictable  temper,  and  prone 
to  wr;ilh,  jet  still  be  was  one  of  the  family  of 
Arsaces.  However,  they  m.nde  a  conspiracy 
against  him,  and  slew  hini,  and  that,  as  some 
sav,  at  a  lestival  and  aicitng  tl.eir  sacrifices 
(for  it  is  the  nniver^al  custini  there  to  carry 
their  swords  with  them);   but,  as  the  more 

■  We  may  h.fre  takf  potirp.  as  wpII  as  in  the  parallel 
parts  cf  the'  hovls  Of  Ihc  W  ar.  b.  ii.  cit.  is.  scrt.  I,  tliat 
aftrr  Ihf  Hpalh  of  Hrrott  thr  (iieaX.  mid  tl;e  siicre^sion 
of  Archrlaufi.  Jt>S4-r)>ii5  is  verj  l.r  pf  lit  his  atcoliiils  of 
Judfa.  nil  near  liis  i-wn  rme.  1  f-iii'iti>se  ihe  rrafon  is. 
tbat  alTrr  tti*-  larup  li  sliir>  ol  Nirutaii*  iil  D:UDOsriis  in- 
elurtirjr  Ihf  lil'r  of  lenrfi.  and  vrnbahly  ll'f  Mircess'im 
and  brt\  Brliuni*  i>l  hi»  ^ons,  be  bad  but  fen  gi  nd  bistmies 
of  tbow  tiiEPS  b^fnr,*  him.  ♦Num.  xix.ll — 14. 


general  report  is,  they  slew  bim  when  they 
had  drawn  him  out  a-bunting.  So  they  sent 
ambassadors  to  Rome,  and  desired  they  would 
send  one  of  those  that  were  there  as  pledges, 
to  be  their  king.  Accordingly,  Vonones  was 
preferred  before  the  rest,  and  sent  to  them 
(for  he  seemed  capable  of  such  great  fortune, 
which  two  of  the  greatest  kingdoms  under 
the  sun  now  otl'ered  bim,  bis  own  and  a 
foreign  one).  However,  the  barbarians  soon 
changed  their  minds,  they  being  naturally  of 
a  mutable  disposition,  upon  the  supposal  that 
this  man  was  not  worthy  to  be  their  governor; 
for  they  could  not  think  of  obeying  the  com- 
mands of  one  that  had  been  a  slave  (for  so 
they  called  those  that  had  been  hostages),  nor 
could  they  bear  the  ignominy  of  that  name; 
and  this  was  the  more  intolerable,  because 
then  the  Partbians  must  have  such  a  king  set 
over  them,  not  by  right  of  war,  but  in  tin.e 
of  peace.  So  tbey  presently  invited  Artaba- 
nus.  king  of  Media,  to  be  their  king,  be  be- 
ing also  of  the  race  of  Arsaces.  Artabanus 
complied  with  the  offer  that  was  made  bim, 
and  came  to  them  with  an  army.  So  Vonones 
met  him;  and  at  first  tbe  multitude  of 
the  Purihians  stood  on  his  side,  and  be  put 
bis  army  in  array;  but  Artabanus  was  beaten, 
and  fiud  to  the  mountains  of  Media.  Yet 
did  be  a  little  after  gather  a  great  army  to- 
gether, and  fought  with  Vonones,  and  beat 
him;  whereupon  Vonones  fled  away  on  horse- 
back, with  a  few  of  bis  attendants  about  bim, 
toSeleucia[upon  Tigris].  So  when  Artaba- 
nus bad  slain  a  great  number,  and  this  after 
he  had  gotten  the  victory  by  reason  of  the 
very  great  dismay  the  barbarians  were  in,  he 
retired  to  Ctesiphon  with  a  great  number  of 
bis  people;  and  so  he  now  reigned  over  the 
I'arlhians.  But  Vonones  fled  away  to  Ar- 
menia; and  as  soon  as  be  came  thither,  be 
had  an  inclinatioivto  have  tbe  government  of 
the  country  given  bim,  and  sent  ambassadors 
to  Rome  [for  that  purpose].  But  because 
Tiberius  refused  it  him,  and  because  be  wanted 
courage,  and  because  tbe  Parthian  king 
threatened  him,  and  sent  ambassadors  to  him 
to  denounce  war  against  him  if  he  proceeded, 
and  because  he  had  no  way  to  take  to  regdiii 
any  other  kingdom  (for  the  people  of  authority 
among  the  Armenians  about  Kiphates  joined 
themselves  to  Artabanus),  be  delivered  up 
himself  to  Silantis.  the  president  of  Syria,  who, 
out  of  regard  to  bis  education  at  Rome,  kept 
iiim  in  Syria,  while  Artabanus  gave  Armenia 
o  Orodes,  one  of  his  own  sons. 

5. 'At  this  time  died  Antiocbus.  Ihe  king  ot 
(^omniagene;  wereui)on  tbe  multitude  con- 
ended  with  the  nobility,  and  both  sent  am- 
lassadors  [to  Rome];  for  the  men  of  power 
were  desirous  that  their  form  of  government 
might  be  changed  into  that  of  a  [Roman] 
province;  as  were  the  multitude  desirous  to 
be  under  kings,  as  their  fathers  had  been.  So 
the  senate  made  a  decree,  that  Germanictu 


CHAP.  Ilh-n 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS. 


mi 


■bould  be  sent  to  settle  the  affaire  of  the  east, 
fortune  hereliy  tukiriK  a  proper  opportunity 
for  depriving  bim  of  bis  life;  for  when  be  bad 
been  in  the  east,  and  settled  all  ali'airs  there, 
his  life  was  taken  away  by  the  poison  which 
Piso  gave  biin,  as  hath  been  related  elsc- 
nbere.* 


CHAPTER  IIL 

iBOITrON  OF  THE  JEWS  AGAINST  PONTIUS 
PILATE;  CONCERNING  CHRIST,  AND  WHAT 
BEFCL  PAULINA  AND  THE  JEWS  AT  BOME. 

§   1.  But  now  Pilate,  the  procurator  of  Ju- 
dea,  removed  the  army  from  Ccsarea  to  Jeru- 
salem, to  take  their  winter-quarters  there,  in 
order  to  aboli-h  the  Jewish  laws.     So  he  in- 
troduced Cesar's  effipies,   which  were   upon 
the  ensigns,  and  broupbt  them  into  the  city; 
whereas  our  law  forbids  us  the   very  making 
of  images;  on  which  account  the  former  pro- 
curators were  wont  to  make  their  entry  into 
the  city  with  such  ensigns  as  had  not  those 
ornaments.      Pilate  was  the  first  who  brought 
those  images  to  Jerusalem,  and  set  thera  up 
there;  which  was  done  without  the  knowledge 
of   the   people,  because  it  was  done  in    the 
night-time;  but  as  soon  as  they  knew  it,  they 
come   in    multitudes  to  Ccsarea,  and    inter- 
ceded «nth  Pilate  many  days,  that  be  would 
remo^*e  the  images;  an<l  «hcn  be  would  not 
grant  their  requests,  because  it  would  tend  to 
the  injury  of  Caesar,  while  yet  they  persevered 
in  their  request,  on  the  sixth  day  he  ordered 
his  soldiers  to  have  their  weapons  privately, 
while  be  came  and  sat  upon  his  judgment- 
neat,  which  seat  was  so  prepared  in  the  open 
place  of  the  city,  that  it  concealed  the  army 
that  lay  ready  to  oppress  them;  and  when  the 
Jews  petilioned  bim  again,, he  gave  a  signal 
to  the  soldiers  to  encompass  them  round,  and 
threatened  that  their  punishment  should  be 
no  less   than    immediate   death,   unless  they 
would  leave  off  disturbing  him,  and  go  tfieir 
ways  home.     But  titey  threw  themselves  upon 
the  ground,  and   laid  their  necks  bare,   and 
said  they  would  take  their  death  very  will 
ingly,  rather  than  the  wisdom  of  their  law: 
should  be  transgressed;    u[)on   which  Pilate 
was  deeply  affected  with  their  firm  resolution 
to  keep  their  laws  inviolable,  and  presently 
commanded   the    images  to  be  carried   back 
from  Jerusalem  to  Cesarea. 

2.  But  Pilate  undertook  to  bring  a  current 
of  water  to  Jerusalem,  and  did  it  with  the 
sacred  money,  and  derived  the  origin  of  the 
stream  from  the  distance  of  two  hundred  fur 
lopgs.    However,  the  Jews  f  were  not  pleased 

•  This  citation  in  now  wantinp. 

+  Tliesc  JewF,  a»  tltrv  are  ht-re  called,  whose  blood 
Piliile  shed  on  itiis  OCCft«i.in.  ni.'V  very  well  Ije  tll'ise 
\ery  rinlilean  Jews.  ■■\«li.i*f  blood  Pilale  Kid  miinlcd 
ttlUi  (bMr  tacnftce*"  (Lulie  xiti    I,  -.!);  ttieoir   tumults 


with  what  had  been  done  about  this  water; 
and  many  ten  tbc>usands  of  the  people  got 
together,  and  made  a  clamour  against  him, 
and  insisted  that  he  should  leave  off  that  de- 
sign. Some  of  them  also  used  reproaches, 
and  abused  the  man,  as  crowds  of  such  peo- 
ple usually  do.  So  he  habited  a  great  num- 
ber of  bis  soldiers  in  their  habit,  who  carried 
daggers  under  their  garments,  and  sent  theui 
to  a  place  where  they  might  surround  them. 
So  he  bade  the  Jews  himself  go  away;  but 
they  boldly  casting  reproaches  upon  him,  he 
gave  the  soldiers  that  signal  which  had  been 
tieforeband  agreed  on:  who  laid  upon  them 
much  greater  blows  than  Pilate  bad  com- 
manded them,  and  equally  punTsbed  those 
that  were  tumultuous,  and  those  that  were 
not,  nor  did  they  spare  them  in  the  least;  and 
since  the  people  were  unarmed,  and  were 
caught  by  men  prepared  for  what  they  were 
about,  there  were  a  great  number  of  tbein 
slain  by  this  means,  and  others  of  them  ntn 
away  woimded;  and  thus  ail  end  was  put  to 
this  sedition. 

3.  Now,  there  was  about  this  time  Jesus, 
a  wise  man,  if  it  be  lawful  to  call  him  a  man, 
for  be  was  a  doer  of  wonderful  works, — a 
teacher  of  such  men  as  receive  the  truth  with 
pleasure.  He  drew  over  to  him  both  many 
of  the  Jews,  and  many  of  the  Gentiles.  He 
was  [the]  Christ;  and  when  Pilate,  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  principul  men  amongst  ii». 
had  condemned  him  to  the  cross, J  those  that 
loved  him  at  the  first  did  not  forsake  bim,  for 
henppearedtothem  alive  again  the  third  day. 
as  the  divine  prophets  had  foretold  tliese  ar  d 
ten  thousand  other  wonderful  things  concern 
ing  him;  and  (he  tribe  of  fUiristians,  so  named 
from  him,  are  not  extinct  at  this  day. 

4.  About  the  ^ame  time  also  another  sad  ca- 
lamity put  the  Jews  into  disorder;  and  certain 
shameful  practices  happened  about  tlie  teir 
pie  of  Isis  that  was  at  Home.  I  will  now 
first  lake  notice  of  the  wicked  attempt  about 
the  temple  of  Isis,  and  will  then  give  an  ac- 
count of  the  Jewish  affairs.      There  was  at 

being  u«ua11j  excited  al  some  of  the  Jews'  great  feati- 
vals.  when  they  slew  ahuiidaoce  of  Bacrificfs,  aid  llie 
Galileans  Ijeing  commonly  much  more  busy  in  such  tu- 
mults than  those  of  Jndea  and  Jerusalem,  as  »c  Icurn 
from  the  History  of  Archelaus  (Autiq.  b.  xvii.  cli.  ix 
seQl.  3:  and  ch  X.  sect,  a,  9);  IhouKll.  indeed,  Jose, 
(ihiis's  present  copies  say  not  one  word  of  "those  ei;:h. 
teen  upon  whom  the  tower  in  Siloam  fell,  and  slew 
tliem."  which  the  4th  verse  of  the  saute  13ih  chapter  n' 
St.  f.uke  informs  us  of:  but  since  our  Gospel  teaches 
us  (Luke  xxiii.  fi,  7),  that  ■•  when  Pilate  heard  of  Ga- 
lilee, be  asked  whether  Jesus  were  a  Galilean  f  And  a> 
soon  as  he  knew  that  he  beloni-ed  to  Herod's  jurisdic- 
lion,  he  sent  him  to  Herod  i"  and  (ver.  \-J)  "the  same 
day  Pilate  and  Herod  were  made  friends  together;  fof 
before  they  had  been  at  enmity  between  themselves-- 
take  the  very  probable  key  of  this  matter  in  the  words  oi 
the  learned  Noldius,  de  Herod,  No  '2)9.  "The  cause  of 
the  enmity  between  Herod  and  Pilate  (says  he)  seems 
to  have  been  this,  that  Pilate  had  intermeddled  with  tb© 
tetrarch's  jurifdiclion,  and  had  slain  some  of  his  (iflli- 
lean  subjects  (Luke  xiii  I);  and,  as  he  was  willing  to 
correct  that  error,  he  sent  Christ  to  Uerod  at  this  time." 

*  A   11.  33,  Aprils. 

u  April  & 
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Rome  ■  woman  whose   name  was  Paulina; 
one  who,  on  account  of  the  digTiity  of  her  an- 
cestors, and  by  the  repilnr  conduct  of  a  vir- 
tuous life,  had  a  great  reputation:    she  was 
also  very  rich;   and  although  she  was  of  a 
beautiful  countenance,  ajid  in  that  flower  of 
her  age  wherein  women  are  the  most  gay,  yet 
did  she  lead  a  life  of  great  modesty.      She 
was  married  to  Saturninus,  one  that  was  every 
way  answeralde  to  her  in  an  excellent  charac- 
ter.    Decius  Mundus  fell  in  love  with  this 
woman,   who  was  a  man  very  high    in   the 
equestrian  order;  and  as  she  was  of  too  great 
dignity  to  be  caught  hy  presents,  and  had  al- 
ready rejected  them,  though  they  had  been 
sent  in  great  abundance,  he  was  still  more  in- 
fluTiied   with   love  to  her,  insomuch  that  he 
promised  to  give  her  two  hundred  thousand 
Attic  drachmiB  for  one  night's  lodging;    and 
when  this  would  not  prevail  upon  her,  and  he 
was  not  able  to  bear  this  misfortune  in  his 
amours,  he  thought  it  the  best  way  to  famish 
hm)self  to  death  for  want  of  food,  on  account 
of  Paulina's  sad  refusal;  and  he  determined 
with  himself  to  die  after  such  a  manner,  and 
be  went   on  with    his    purpose  accordingly. 
Now,  Mundus  had  a  freed-woman,  who  had 
been  made  free  by   his  father,   whose    name 
was  Ide,  one  skilful  in  all  sorts  of  mischief. 
This  woman  was  very  much  grieved  at  the 
young  man's   resolution  to  kill  himself  (for 
he  did  not  conceal  his  intentions  to  destroy 
himself  from  others),  and  came  to  him,  and 
encouraged  him  by  her  discourse,  and  made 
hiin  to  hope,  by  some  promises  she  gave  him, 
that  be  might  obtain  a  night's  lodging  with 
Paulina;  and  when  he  joyfully  hearkened  to 
her  entreaty,  she  said  she  wanted   no  more 
than  fifty  thousand  drachmae  for  the  entrap- 
ping of  the  woman.     So  when  she  had  en- 
couraged the  young  man,  and  gotten  as  much 
money  as  she  required,  she  did  not  take  the 
same  methods  as  had  been  taken  before,  be- 
cause she  perceived  that  the  woman  was  by 
no  means  to  be  tempted  by  money;  but  as 
she  knew  that  she  was  very  much  given  to  the 
woi>hip  of  the  goddess  Isis,  she  de\ised  the 
following  stratagem: — She  went  to  some  of 
Isis's   priests,    and  upon  the  strongest  assu- 
rances [of  concealment],  she  persuaded  them 
hv  words,  but  chiefly  by  the  offer  of  money, 
of   twenty-five    thous-and  drachmae  in  hand, 
and  as  much  more  when  the  thing  hud   taken 
effect;  and  told  them  the  passion  of  the  young 
Dian,   and  persuaded  them  to  use  all  means 
possible  to  beguile  the  woman.     So  they  were 
drMwn  in  to  promise  so  to  do,  by  that  large 
suni  of  gold  they  were  to  have.    According- 
ly, the  oldest  of  them  went  immediately  to 
Paulina;  and  upon  his  admittance,  he  desired 
to  speak  with  her  by  herself.    "When  that  was 
granted  him,  he  told  her  that  he  was  sent  by 
the  god  Anubis,  who  was  fallen  in  love  with 
her,  and  enjoined  her  to  come  tohiro.      ITpon 
this  (fa«  took  the  meastige  very  .  kindly,  and 


valued  herself  greatly  upon  this  condescen- 
sion of  Anubis;    and  told  her  husband  that 
she  had  a  message  sent  her,  and  was  to  sup 
and  lie  with  Anubis;  so  he  agreed  to  her  ac- 
ceptance of  the  offer,  as  fully  satisfied  with 
the  chastity  of  his  wife.      Accordingly,   she 
went  to  the  temple;  and  after  she  had  supped 
there,  and  it  was  the  hour  to  go  to  sleep,  the 
priest  shut  the  doors  of  the  temple;   when,  in 
ihe  holy  part  of  it,  the  lights  were  also  put 
out.     "Then  did  Blundus  leap  out  (for  he  was 
hidden  therein)  and  did  not  fail  of  enjoying 
her,  who  was  at  bis  service  all  the  night  long, 
as  supposing  he  was  the  god;  and  when  he 
was  gone  away,  which  was  before  those  priests 
who  knew  nothing  of  this  stratagem  were  stir- 
ring, Paulina  came  early  to  her  husband,  and 
told  him  how  the  god  Anubis  had  appeared 
to  her.     Among  her  friends  also  she  declared 
how  great  a  value  she  put  upon  this  favour, 
who  partly  disbelieved  the  thing,  when  they 
reflected  on  its  nature,  and  partly  «ere  amazed 
at  it,  as  having  no  pretence  for  not   believing 
it,  when  they  considered  the  modesty  and  the 
dignity  of  the  person;  but   now,  on  the  third 
day  after  what  had  been  done,   Muudus  met 
Paulina,  and  said,  "  Nay,  Paulina,  thou  hast 
saved    me    two  hundred  thousand  drachma?, 
which  sum  thou  niightest  have  added  to  thy 
own  family:  yet  hast  thou  not  failed  to  he  at 
my  service  in  the  manner  I  invited  thee.     As 
for  the  reproaches  thou  hast  hiid  upon  Slun- 
dus,  I  \alue  not   the  business  of  iiHiiies;   but 
I  rejoice  in  the  pleasure  1  reaped  by  what  1  did, 
while  I  took  to  myself  the  name  of  Anubis." 
When  he  had  said  this,  he  went  his  way  ;  hut 
now  she  began  to  come  to  the  sense  of  the 
grossness  of  what  she  bud  done,  and  rent  her 
garments,  and  told  her  husbMnd  of  the  horrid 
nature  of  this  wicked  contrivance,  and  prayed 
him  not  to  neglect  to  assist  her  in  this  casO- 
So  he  discovered   the  fact   to  the  emperor; 
whereupon  Tiberius  inquired  into  the  inuttei 
thoroughly,  by  examining  the  priests  about  it, 
and  ordered  them  to  be  crucified,  as  Will  a( 
Irie,   who  was    the    occasion  of   their  perdi- 
tion, and  who  had  contrived  the  whole  matter, 
which  was  so  injurious  to  the  woman.      He 
also  demolished  the  temple  of  Isis,  and  pave 
order  that  her  statue  should  he  thrown  into 
the  riser  Tiber;  while  he  only  banished  Mun- 
dus, hut  did  no  more  to  hini.  because  he  sup- 
posed that  what  crime  he  had  comnjtted  was 
done  out  of  the  passion  of  love;  and   these 
were  the  circumstaiu-es  which  concerned  the 
temple  of  Isis,  aiui  the  injuries  occasioned  hy 
her  priests — 1  now  return  to  the   relation  of 
w  hat  happened  about  this  time  to  the  Jews  at 
Rome,  as  1  formerly  told  you  I  would. 

5.  There  was  a  man  who  w-as  a  Jew.  but 
had  been  driven  away  from  his  own  country 
by  an  accusation  laid  against  him  for  trans- 
gressing their  laws,  and  by  the  fenr  be  wns 
under  of  punishnient  for  the  sanic:  but  in  ail 
r«sp<tcts  a  ukke^l  man: — be  then   living  at 
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Rome,  professed  to  instruct  men  in  the  wis- 
dom of  the  lawB  of  Muses.  He  procured 
ftUo  three  other  men,  entirely  of  the  same 
character  with  himself,  to  be  his  partners. 
These  men  persuaded  Futvia,  a  woman  of 
great  dignity,  and  une  that  had  embraced  the 
Jewish  religion,  to  send  purple  and  gold  to 
the  tei<)ple  at  Jerusalem;  and,  when  they 
hud  gotten  them,  they  employed  them  for 
their  own  uses,  and  s-pent  the  money  them. 
selves;  on  which  account  it  was  that  they 
at  lirst  required  it  of  her.  Whereupon  Ti- 
berius, who  had  been  informed  of  the  thing 
by  Saturnius,  the  husband  of  Fulvia,  who 
desired  inquiry  might  be  made  about  it,  or- 
dered all  the  Jews  to  be  banished  out  of 
Rome;  at  which  time  the  consuls  listed  four 
thousand  men  out  of  them,  and  sent  them  to 
the  island  Sardinia;  but  punished  a  greater 
number  of  ihem,  who  were  unwilling  to  be- 
come soldiers  on  account  of  keeping  the  laws 
of  their  forefathers.*  Thus  were  these  Jews 
banished  out  of  the  city  by  the  wickedne^  of 
four  meu. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

HOW  THE  SAMARITANS  MAOE  A  TUMULT,  AND 
PILATE  UtSTBOYtD  MANY  OF  THEM;  HOW 
PILATE  WAS  ACCLSID,  AND  WHAT  THINGS 
WEUE  DONE  BY  VITtLLIUB  BELATIKG  .TO 
THE  JEWS  AND  THE  i>ARTaiANS. 

§  1.  But  the  nation  of  the  Samaritans  did 
uot  escape  without  tumults.  The  man  who 
excited  them  to  it,  was  one  who  thought 
lying  a  thing  of  little  consequence,  and  who 
contrived  every  thing  so  that  the  multitude 
might  be  pleased;  so  he  bade  them  get  to- 
gelher  upon  Mount  Gerizzim,  which  is  by 
them  looked  upon  as  the  most  holy  of  all 
mountains,  and  assured  them  that,  when  they 
were  come  thither,  he  would  show  them  those 
sacred  vessels  which  were  laid  under  that 
place,  because  Mose»  put  them  tbere.f     So 

•  Of  Ihr  bani^Iiment  of  these  fnur  iboiisancl  Jpws  into 
S&rdiiMft  by  Tiberius  we  Sa^lnnius  in  Tibrr.  tret.  'J6. 
But  an  for  Mr-  Kt-land's  xy>lt  hrrr.  wtiicb  ■uppowi  that 
Jrvn  conld  not,  consintently  with  ihrir  law*,  hp  soldieri, 
It  is  coiilradti  tfd  by  one  branch  of  thf  hlitory  h>-f(irr  us, 
and  cuntrary  to  innumerable  instuncesol  thfir  fichtinp. 
Bn<1  prortni;  exrcllenl  suldiers  in  war;  and  indeed  manv 
of  the  Ivstof  them,  and  even  under  heathrn  kingi  tbetn- 
■eUes.  d  d  so:  tliose,  1  mean,  who  allowed  them  their 
rest  on  Ih^  Sabbath-<Iay.  and  nther  solemn  festivals,  and 
let  ihem  live  arcording  to  their  own  law*,  as  Alriander 
the  Grrat  and  the  I'tolenues  of  Egypt  did.  It  is  trur. 
they  could  nut  always  ohldto  those  privileu'es.  and  ttirn 
thry  rot  e^ciisfd  as  well  as  tliey  rould.  or  sometiinea  ah- 
aohuelv  refused  to  6£rht.  which  seems  to  hate  been  the 
ease  here,  as  (o  the  major  part  of  the  Jf  ws  now  banished. 
bill  nothing  more.  Scr  several  of  ihe  Roman  decrees  in 
their  ftiToor  as  lo  swch  mantrs.  b.  xiv.  c b.  x. 

♦  Since  Moses  never  c'me  himself  beyond  Jordan, 
Hot  particulariy  to  Mount  Gr-nzzim.  and  s^rce  these  Sa- 
mantaoB  have  a  trudilion  amoni;  them,  related  here  b/ 
Dr  Hodst'o.  from  ('eland,  who  was  rery  skilful  in  Jew- 
i»b  and  Samaritan  learniiie.  that  in  tht-  days  of  t'zzi  or 
07iB  the  hifii-priest  (I  (bron.  vi  fi)-  t^'"  ark  and  oth?t 
^     Mcred    veui-la   were,    by    t>od*i  comO'aiMl.  I^id    up  or 


they  came  thither  armed,  and  thoupht  the  dis- 
course of  the  man  probable;  and  as  tbey 
abode  at  n  certain  village,  which  was  called 
Tirathaba,  they  pot  the  rest  together  to  them, 
and  desired  to  (jo  up  the  mountain  in  a  groat 
multitude  together.  But  Pilate  prevented 
their  going  up.  by  seizing  upon  ihe  roud» 
with  a  great  bund  of  horsemen  and  footmen, 
who  fell  upon  those  that  were  gotten  to- 
gether in  the  village;  and  when  they  came  to 
an  action,  some  of  them  they  slew,  and  others 
of  them  they  put  to  (light,  and  took  a  ;;rpat 
many  alive,  the  principal  of  whom,  and  also 
the  most  potent  of  those  that  fled  away,  Pi- 
late ordered  to  be  sluin. 

*2.  Hut  when  this  tumult  was  appeased, 
the  Samaritan  senate  sent  an  cmliassy  to 
V'itellius,  a  man  that  had  been  consul,  and 
who  was  now  president  of  Syria,  ntnl  accused 
Pilate  of  the  murder  of  those  thit  were  killed; 
for  that  they  did  not  go  to  Tirathaba  in  order 
to  revolt  tiom  the  Honuin«,  hut  to  escape  the 
violence  of  Pilate.  So  Vitellius  sent  Mnrcel- 
lus.  a  friend  of  his,  to  take  care  of  the  siffairs 
of  Juriea.  and  ordered  Pilate  to  go  to  Rome, 
to  answer  before  the  euiperor  to  the  accusation 
of  the  Jews.  So  Pilate,  when  he  had  tarried 
ten  years  in  Judea,  made  haste  to  Itume,  und 
this  in  obedit  nee  to  the  orders  of  VitcUins, 
which  he  durst  not  contrndict;  but  before  he 
could  get  to  Home,  Tiberius  was  dead. 

3.  But  \'iiillius  came  into  Judea,  and 
went  up  to  Jerusalem;  it  was  at  the  time  of 
that  festival  which  is  railed  the  Passover. 
Vitellius  was  there  magnificently  received, 
and  releiiscd  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusattni 
from  all  the  taxes  upon  the  fruits  that  were 
bougiii  and  sold,  and  gave  them  leave  to  have 
the  CHie  of  the  high-priest's  vestments,  with 
all  their  ortlHlnent^,  and  to  have  them  under 
the  custody  of  the  priests  in  the  temple; 
which  power  they  used  to  have  formerly, 
although  at  this  time  they  were  laid  up  in  the 
tower  of  Antonia.  the  citadel  so  called,  and 
that  on  the  occasion  following: — There  was 
one  of  the  [high]  priests,  named  Hyrcanus, 
and  as  there  were  many  of  that  name,  he  was 
the  first  of  them;  this  man  built  a  tower  near 
the  temple,  and  when  he  bad  so  done,  he 
generally  dwelt  in  it,  and  had  these  vestments 
with  him;  because  it  was  lawful  for  him 
alone  to  put  them  on,  and  he  had  them  there 
reposited  when  he  went  down  into  the  city, 
and  took  his  ordinary  garments;  the  same 
things  were  continued  to  be  done  by  his  sons, 
anil  by  their  sons  after  them;  hut  when  H2- 
rod  came  to  be  king,  he  rebuilt  this  tower, 
which  was  very  conveniently  situated,  in  a 
magnificent  manner;  and  because  he  was  a 
friend  to  Antonius,  be  called  it  by  the  name 


hidden  in  Monnt  Gerizzim.  it  is  highly  probable  •'«! 
tint  was  the  foolish  foundation  the  jtrei^ent  Samaritans 
went  upon,  in  th^  8**dition  Iiptc  denrrlbf  d,  and  that  jr^ 
shonld  leatl  here  QtUK,  liulcad  vt  MAV0-iMc,tD  ibc  text 
of  Juwphuk 
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of  Antonia;  and  as  he  found  these  vestments 
\)iug  there,  he  retaintd  them  in  the  same  place, 
as  believing  that,  while  he  hud  them  in  his 
custody,  tlie  people  would  make  no  innova- 
tions against  him.  The  like  to  ^^hat  Herod 
did  was  done  by  his  son  Arcbelaus,  who  was 
made  king  after  him;  after  whom  the  Ro- 
mans, when  they  entered  on  the  government, 
tuuk  pu-session  of  thei-e  veatinenl&of  the  high- 
priest,  and  had  them  repositeil  in  a  gtone- 
ilmniiuT,  undtr  the  seal  of  the  priests,  and  of 
the  keepers  of  the  temple,  the  captain  of  the 
guard  lighting  a  lamp  there  every  day;  and 
seven  days  before  n  festival*  they  were  dt- 
livtred  to  them  by  the  captain  of  the  guard, 
when  the  hi^^h-priest  having  purified  them, 
and  made  use  of  them,  U'd  them  up  aguin  in 
the  same  chamber  where  they  had  been  laid  up 
before,  and  this  the  very  iitxt  day  after  the 
feast  was  over.  This  was  the  practice  at  the 
three  yearly  festivals,  and  on  the  fast-day; 
but  Vilellius  put  those  garments  into  our  own 
power,  as  in  the  days  of  our  torefatbers,  and 
ordered  the  captain  of  the  guard  not  to  trouble 
hiinseli  to  inquire  where  they  were  laid,  or 
when  they  were  to  be  u>ed;  and  this  he  did 
as  an  act  of  kindne>s,  to  oblige  the  nation  to 
him.  Besides  which,  he  also  deprived  Joseph, 
who  was  calledCaiphas,  of  the  high- priest  hood, 
and  appointed  Jonathan,  the  son  of  Ananus, 
tilt-  former  high-priest,  to  succeed  him.  After 
which  he  took  his  journey  back  to  Antioch. 

4.  Moreover,  Tiberius  sent  a  letter  to  Vi- 
tullius,  and  commanded  him  to  make  a  league 
of  friendship  with  Artabunus,  the  king  of 
Pdrthia;  for,  while  he  was  bis  enemy  he  ter- 
rified him,  because  he  had  taken  Armenia 
away  from  him,  leSt  he  should  proceed  farther, 
and  told  him  he  should  no  otherwise  trust 
him  than  upon  his  giving  him  hostages,  and 
especially  his  son  Artabantis.  Upon  Tibe- 
rius's  writing  thus  to  Vitellius,  by  the  offer  of 
ereat  presents  of  money,  he  persuaded  both 
the  king  of  Iberia  and  the  king  of  Albania  to 
make  no  delay,  hut  to  fight  against  Artaba- 
nus;  and  although  they  would  not  do  it  them- 
selves, yet  did  they  give  the  Scythians  a  pas- 
sage throu^'b  their  country,  and  opened  the 
Caspian  gales  to  them,  and  brought  them 
upon  Artabanus.  So  Armenia  was  again 
taken  from  the  Parthians.  and  the  country  of 
Parthia  was  filled  with  war,  and  the  principal 
of  their  men  were  slain,  and  all  things  were 
in  disorder  among  them;  the  king's  son  also 
himself  fell  in  these  wars,  together  with  many 
ten  thousands  of  bis  army.  Vitellius  had 
also  sent  such  great  sums  of  money  to  Arta- 


•  TTiis  mention  of  thehiph-pripsrssacrpd  samients  re- 
eeived  seven  days  before  a  festival,  and  purifit-d  in  Iho^e 
dav!<  acainst  a  fesiival.  as  having  Wtu  polltilrd  h\  Heine 
in  the  custixlj  of  heathens,  in  Jo!ifi'biis.  atrces  Willi  the 
traditions  of  the  Talmudis's.  as  fieland  here  ohserres. 
Nor  is  there  any  question  hut  the  thn-e  1ea>ts  here  mer- 
tionnU  were  the  TussoTer.  Pentreost.  and  Feast  of  Ta- 
berna«-les.  ^d  the  Fa,-.t.  so  called  h>  way  of  distinction 
fas  Aci3  ixviL  9),  was  Uic  great  da)  of  expijtioa. 


banus's  father's  kinsmen  and  friends,  that  he 
had  almost  procured  him  to  be  slain  by  the 
means  of  those  bribes  which  tbey  had  taken. 
And  when  Artabanus  perceived  that  the  plot 
laid  against  him  was  not  to  be  avoided,  lie- 
cause  it  was  laid  by  the  principal  men,  and 
those  a  great  many  in  number,  and  that  \t 
would  certainly  take  effect,  —  when  he  had 
estimated  the  number  of  those  that  were  truly 
faithful  to  him,  as  also  of  those  who  were 
already  corrupted,  but  were  deceitful  in  the 
kindness  they  professed  to  him,  and  were 
likely,  upon  trial,  to  go  over  to  his  enemies, 
he  made  his  escape  to  the  upper  provinces, 
where  he  afterwards  raised  a  great  army  out 
of  the  Dahse  and  Sacie.  and  fought  with  his 
enemies,  and  retaitied  bis  princi|  ality. 

5.  When  Tiberius  had  htard  of  these  thingit, 
he  desired  to  have  a  league  of  friendvbip  nir.de 
between  him  and  Artabanus;  and  when, 
upon  this  invitation,  he  received  the  proposal 
kindly,  Artabanus  and  Vitellius  went  to  Eu- 
phrates, and  as  a  bridge  was  laid  over  the 
river,  they  each  of  them  came  with  their 
guards  about  them,  and  met  one  another  on 
the  midst  of  the  bridge.  And  when  they  had 
agreed  upon  the  terms  of  peace,  Hercd  the 
tetrarch  erected  a  rich  tent  on  the  midst  of 
the  passage,  and  made  them  a  feast  there. 
Artabanus  also,  not  long  afterwards,  sent  his 
son  Darius  as  an  hos.tage,  with  many  presents, 
anujng  which  there  was  a  man  seven  cubits 
tall,  a  Jew  he  was  by  birth,  and  bis  name  was 
Eleazar,  who,  for  his  tallness,  was  called  a 
giant.  After  which  Vitellius  went  to  An- 
tioch, and  Artabanus  to  Bnbylon;  but  Herod 
[the  tetrarch].  being  desirous  to  gi\e  Can?af 
the  first  information  that  they  had  obtained 
hostages,  sent  posts  with  letters,  wherein  he 
had  accurately  described  all  the  particulars, 
and  had  left  nothing  for  the  roiisr(J;ir  Vitellius 
to  inform  him  of.  But  when  Vitellius'!-  letters 
w  ere  sent,  and  Caesar  had  let  him  know  thiit  he 
was  acquainted  with  theaffairsalready.  because 
Herod  had  piven  him  an  account  of  them  be-* 
fore,  Vitellius  was  very'niuch  troubled  at  it? 
and  supposing  that  he  had  been  thereby  a 
preater  sufferer  than  he  really  was,  he  kept 
up  a  secret  anger  upon  this  occasion,  till  be 
could  be  revenged  on  biai;  which  he  vva? 
after  Caius  had  taken  the  government. 

6.  About  this  time  it  was  that  Philip,  He- 
rod's brother,  departed  this  life,  in  the  twen- 
tieth year  of  the  reign  of  Tiberius, "f  after  he 
had  been  tetrarch  of  Trachonitis,  and  Gau- 
lonitis,  and  of  the  nation  of  the  Batanean* 

+  TTiii  calcniation,  fmin  all  Jo!ephn!i''s  Greek  copies, 
19  exactly  right;  fur  since  Herod  dird  ahout  Se^itcm- 
ber,  in  the  fourth  year  before  the  Christian  oera.  aad 
1  iberins  began,  as  is  well  known.  Auc.  19.  a.  d.  14.  it  is 
evidert  that  (be  37th  jear  of  Philip,  leckoned  from  hia 
father's  death,  was  the  lOth  of  Tiberiui,  or  mar  the  end 
of  A.D.  3;l  (the  Ter>  je:«r  i  f  our  .*^a\iour's  death  a)so),iH', 
however,  in  the  bei;inning  of  the  next  year.  A.  i>.  ;i4. 
This  Philip  the  tetrarch  seems  to  ha* e  been  the  best  o( 
all  the  pdstenty  of  Herod,  for  bi&  love  of  peace,  and  luA 
love  of  justice. 
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alao,  thirty-seven  years.  He  bad  shown  hjin- 
Eclt  a  perbun  uf  moderation  and  quietness  in 
tiie  conduct  of  his  life  and  ^'overnment ;  he 
constantly  lived  in  that  country  which  was 
6uliject  to  him;*  he  used  to  make  his  pro- 
f.'rt'iS  with  a  few  chosen  friends;  his  trihunul 
nlso,  on  which  he  sat  in  judgment,  followed 
him  in  his  progress;  and  when  any  one  met 
him  who  wanted  his  assistance,  he  made  nu 
delay,  but  bad  his  tribunal  set  down  imme- 
diately, wheresoever  he  happened  to  be,  and 
f-at  down  U|)On  it,  and  beiird  hi?  complaint : 
he  there  ordered  the  guilty  tliat  were  convvcted 
to  be  punished,  and  aij&ulvi-d  those  that  had 
been  accused  unjustly.  He  liied  at  Julias; 
and  when  he  was  carried  to  that  nionument 
which  he  had  already  erected  for  himself  be- 
lort-iiand,  he  was  buried  with  great  pomp. 
His  principality  Tiberiur^  took  (for  he  left  no 
Kons  behind  liini)  and  added  it  to  the  province 
of  Syria,  but  gave  order  that  the  tributes 
wliich  aro^e  from  it  should  be  collected,  and 
laid  up  in  his  tetrarcby. 


CHAPTER  V. 

IICHOD  THE  TETAltCU  MAKES  WAR  WITH 
AllLTAS,  THE  KINO  OF  ARABIA,  AND  IS 
BEATEN  BY  HIM;  AS  ALSO  CONCEUMNG 
THE  DEATH  OF  JOHN  THE  BAPTIST.  HOW 
VITELLIUS  WENT  UP  TO  JERUSALEM;  TO- 
OKTHLU  WITH  SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  AtiHll'PA, 
AND  OP  THE  FO&TEUITY  OF  HEKOU  THE 
GBEAT. 

§  1.    About  this  time   Aretaa  (the  kinp  of 

Arabia  Petrea)  and  Herod  had  a  quarrel,  on 

the  account  following:    Herod    the  tetrarcb 

had  ntarried  the  daughter  of  Aretas,  and  had 

lived   with  her  a  great  while;  but  when   he 

was  once  at  Rome,  be  lodged  with  Herod,  f 

who  was  his  brother  indeed,  but  not  by  the 

^ame  mother;   for  this  Herud  was  the  son  of 

,  /   the  high-priest  Simon's  daughter.      However, 

Jl       he  fell  in  love  with  Hcrodias,  this  last   He- 

I  rod's  wife,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Aristo- 

rf/^  bulus  their  brother,  and  the  sister  of  Agrippa 

^  /    the  Great.   v,This  man   ventured  to  talk   to 

^      faer  about   a  marriage  between  them ;    which 

Y     address  when  she  admitted,  an  agreement  was 

•  An  eTrpUcnl  example  this. 

+  'I'liis  Herod  neems  to  hav*"  had  the  ad<litionaI  Tinme 
of  I'liilip,  as  Aniipus  was  named  Herud- Antipus:  and  ah 
An  Upas  and  Antipaler  s^em  to  bt?  in  a  manner  I  lie  ver\ 
»:ime  name,  yet  were  the  names  of  two  soni  of  Henxl 
the(Jreat;  so  nii.Eht  PliUip  the  tetrarcli  and  this  Hennl- 
„L  I'liilip  be  two  dilTerenl  sons  of  The  eanie  father:  all 
C^  wbich  Urolius  observes  on  Matt.  xiv.  3.  ^or  was  it.  »■; 
I  ai;ree  with  <tiotius  and  others  of  the  learned,  Phili)i 
the  tetrarch.  but  this  Herod-Philip,  whose  wile  Herod 
the  tetrarch  had  married,  and  that  in  her  tirst  hu.<tliaiid'> 
lile-tinte,  and  when  her  first  husband  had  issue  by  her; 
for  v\hich  adulterous  and  incestuous  raarriaire,  John  the 
Baptist  justly  reproved  Hen.d  the  tetrarch;  and  lor 
which  reproof  SjJome.  the  dannhter  of  Herod  as  hy  her 
first  husband  Herud-I'hilip,  who  was  sUll  alive,  orra- 
•iooed  him  to  be  unjustly  belieaded. 


made  for  ber  to  cbanjEre  her  habitation,  and 
eume  to  him  as  soon  us  he  should  return 
from  Rome;  one  article  of  this  marriage  also 
was  this,  tliat  he  should  divorce  Aretas's 
daughter,  8o  Antipas,  when  he  had  luaiie 
this  agreement,  sailed  to  Rome;  but  when  he 
had  done  there  the  business  he  went  about, 
and  was  returned  again,  bis  unfe  having  ilis- 
covered  the  agreement  he  had  made  with  He. 
rodias,  and  hnying  learned  it  before  he  had 
notice  of  hir  knowledge  ot  the  whole  design, 
^be  desired  him  to  send  her  to  Maeherus, 
vvhich  is  a  place  on  the  borders  (if  the  domi- 
nions of  Aietas  and  Herod,  without  inform- 
ing hitii  of  an\  of  lier  intentions.  Accordingly 
Herod  sent  her  tliitlu-r,  as  thinking  his  wile 
had  not  perceived  any  ihin^';  now  she  had 
sent  a  good  ubile  before  to  Macherus,  whicK 
was  subject  to  her  father,  and  so  all  things 
necessary  for  her  journey  were  made  ready  lor 
her  by  the  general  of  Aretas's  nriny.  and  by 
that  means  she  soon  came  into  Arabia,  under 
the  conduct  of  the  several  generals,  who  car- 
ried her  from  one  to  another  successively;  and 
she  soon  came  to  her  father,  and  told  him  of 
Herod's  intentions.  So  Aretas  made  this  the 
first  occasion  of  his  enmity  between  him  and 
Herod,  who  had  also  some  quarrel  with  iiiin 
about  their  limits  at  the  coimtry  of  Gamaiitis. 
So  they  raised  armies  on  both  sides,  and  pre- 
pareil  for  war,  and  sent  their  generals  to  fight 
instead  of  themselves;  and,  when  they  had 
joined  battle,  all  Herod's  army  was  destroyed 
by  the  treachery  of  some  fugitives,  who, 
though  they  were  of  the  tetrarchy  of  Philip, 
joined  with  Aretns's  armv.  So  Herod  wrote 
about  these  atfairs  to  Tiberiu-;  who,  being 
very  angry  at  the  ntteiript  made  by  Aretas, 
wrote  to  Vitellius,  to  make  war  tipon  him, 
and  either  to  take  him  alive,  and  bring  him  to 
him  in  bonds,  or  to  kill  hint,  and  send  him  his 
bead.  This  was  the  charge  that  Tiberius 
gave  to  the  president  of  S\ria. 

"2.  Now,  some  of  the  Jews  thought  that 
the  destruction  of  Herod's  army  came  from 
God,  and  that  very  justly,  as  a  punishment  of 
what  be  did  against  John,  that  was  called  thtf 
ISaptiht ;  for  Herod  slew  liim,  who  was  a  good 
man,  and  conuiianded  the  Jews  to  exercise 
virtue,  both  as  to  righteousness  towards  one 
another,  and  piety  towards  God,  and  so  to 
come  to  baptism;  for  that  the  washing  [with 
water]  would  be  acceptable  to  him,  if  they 
made  tise  of  it,  not  in  order  to  the  putting 
away  [(»r  the  remission]  of  some  sins  [only], 
but  for  the  puritication  of  the  body;  suppos- 
ing still  that  the  soul  was  thoroughly  purified 
beforehand  by  righteousness.  Now,  when 
[many]  others  came  in  crowds  about  him,  for 
they  were  greatly  moved  [or  pleased]  by  hear- 
itig  bis  words,  Herod,  who  feared  lest  the 
great  intliu'nre  John  bad  over  the  people 
might  put  jt  info  his  power  atid  inclination  to 
raise  a  lebellion  (for  they  seemed  teady  to  do 
any  tbin^  be  should  advise),  thought  it  best,  bit' 
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putting  him  to  death,  to  prevent  any  mis- 
chief he  nnij;ht  cause,  and  not  brinp  himself 
into  difliciilties,  by  sparing  a  nian  «ho  nii{;ht 
make  him  repent  of  it  when  it  should  he  too 
late.  Accordingly  he  «as  tent  a  prisoner, 
out  of  Herod's  suspicious  temper,  to  Mache- 
rus,  the  castle  1  Iwlore  mentioned,  and  was 
there  put  to  death.  Now  the  Jews  had  an 
Dpinion  that  the  iiestruclion  of  this  army  was 
jeiit  as  a  punishment  upon  Herod,  and  a 
jiark  of  God's  displeasure  against  him, 

3.  So  Vitellius  prepared  to  make  war  with 
Aretas,  having  with  him  two  legions  of  armed 
ntn;  he  also  took  with  him  all  those  of  light 
irmature,  and  of  the  horsemen  which  belonged 
to  them,  and  were  drawn  out  rf  those  king- 
ioms  which  were  under  the  Romans,  and 
niide  haste  for  Petra,  and  came  to  Ptolemais. 
but  as  he  was  marching  very  busily,  and 
leading  bis  army  through  Judea,  the  princi- 
pal men  met  him,  and  desired  that  he  would 
3ot  thus  march  through  their  hind;  for  that 
the  laws  of  their  country  would  not  permit 
Jhcni  to  overlook  those  images  which  were 
Irought  into  it,  of  which  there  were  a  great 
jianv  in  their  ensigns;  so  he  was  persuaded 
5v  what  they  said;  and  changed  that  resolu- 
pon  of  his,  which  he  had  before  taken  in  this 
natter.  Whereupon  he  ordered  the  army  to 
Inarch  along  the  Great  Plain,  while  he  bim- 
jelf,  with  Herod  the  tetrarch,  and  his  friends, 
•vent  up  to  Jerusalem  to  ofl'er  sacrifice  to 
jod,  an  ancient  fesli\ul  of  the  Jews  lieing 
.hen  just  approaching;  and  when  be  hnil  been 
.here,  and  been  honounibly  entertained  by  the 
multitude  of  the  Jews,  he  made  a  stay  there 
?iir  three  days,  within  which  time  he  deprived 
Jonathan  of  the  high-priesthood,  and  gave  it 
;o  his  brother  Theopbilus;  hut  when  on  the 
Eourth  day  letters  came  to  him,  which  inform- 
jd  him  of  the  death  of  Tiberius,  he  obliged 
She  multitude  to  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to 
Ciiius;  he  also  recalled  his  army,  and  made 
them  every  one  go  home,  and  take  their  win- 
XT-quarters  there,  since,  upon  the  devolution 
)f  the  empire  upon  Caius,  he  bad  not  the  like 
luthority  of  making  this  war  which  he  bad 
ji fore.  It  was  also  reported,  that  when  Are- 
js  heard  of  the  coming  of  Vitellius  to  6ght 
jim,  he  said,  upon  his  consulting  the  diviners, 
iiat  it  was  impossible  that  this  army  of  Vitel- 
ius'e  could  enter  Petra;  for  that  one  of  the 
•u\ers  would  die,  either  he  that  gave  orders 
■"or  the  war,  or  he  that  was  marching  at  the 
^t'oer's  desire,  in  order  to  be  subservient  to 
CIS  will,  or  else  he  against  whom  this  army  is 
irepared.  So  Vitellius  truly  retired  to  An- 
lioch;  hut  Agrippa,  the  son  of  Aristobulus, 
>vent  up  to  Rome,  a  year  before  the  death  of 
fiuenus,  in  order  to  treat  of  some  affairs  with 
the  emperor,  if  he  roifht  be  permitted  so  to 
io.  I  have  now  a  mind  to  describe  Herod 
»r<i  his  family,  hnw  it  fared  with  iheni,  partly 
because  it  is  suitable  to  this  histori  to  spenk 
of  that  matter,  and  partly  because  this  thing 


I  is  a  demonstration  of  the  interposition  of  Pro- 
virieirce;  how  a  multitude  of  children  is  of  no 
advantage,  no  more  than  any  other  strength 
that  mankind  set  their  hearts  upon,  besides 
those  acts  of  piety  which  are  done  towards 
Gcd;  for  it  happened,  that  within  the  revohi- 
tion  of  a  hundred  years,  the  posterity  of  Herod, 
who  were  a  great  many  in  number,  were,  ex- 
cepting a  few,  utterly  destroyed.'  One  may 
w  ell  apply  this  for  the  instruction  of  mankind, 
and  learn  thence  bow  unhappy  they  were:  it 
will  also  show  us  the  history  of  Agrippa,  who, 
as  be  \vos  a  person  most  worthy  of  acmiration, 
so  was  he  from  a  private  man,  hejond  all  the 
expectation  of  those  that  knew  hitn,  advanced 
to  great  power  and  authority.  1  have  said 
something  of  them  fortnerly;  but  1  shall  now 
also  speak  accurately  about  them. 

4.  Herod  the  Gre:it  hiid  two  daughters  by 
Mariamne,  the  [grand]  daughter  of  Hyr 
canus;  the  one  was  Salampsio,  who  was 
married  to  Phasaelus,  her  first  cousin,  who 
was  himself  the  son  of  Phasaelus,  Herori*s 
brother,  her  father  niaking  the  match:  the 
other  was  Cypios,  who  was  herself  married 
also  to  her  first  cousin  Antipater,  the  son  of 
Salome,  Herod's  sister.  Pha-aeleus  batl  fi\e 
chihiren  by  Salampsio;  Antipater,  Herod,  and 
Alexander,  and  two  daughters,  Alexandra 
and  Cypros;  which  last,  Agrippa,  the  son  of 
Aristobulus,  married;  and  Tiinms  of  Cyprus 
married  Alexandra:  he  was  a  man  of  note, 
but  had  by  her  no  children.  Aprippa  had  by 
Cypros  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  which 
daughters  were  named  Bemice,  Mariamne, 
and  Drusilla;  but  the  names  (»f  the  sotis  were 
Agrippa  and  Drusus,  of  which  Drusus  died 
before  he  came  to  the  years  of  pul>erty;  but 
their  father,  Agrippa,  was  brought  up  with 
his  other  brethren,  Herod  and  Aristobulus, 
for  these  were  also  the  sons  of  the  son  of  He- 
rod the  Great,  by  Uernice:  but  Bernice  wag 
the  daughter  of  Costobarus  and  of  Salome, 
who  was  Herod's  sister.  Aristobulus  left 
these  infants  when  he  was  slain  by  bis  father, 
together  with  bis  brother  Alexander,  as  we 
have  already  related;  but  when  they  were  ar- 
rived at  the  years  of  puberty,  this  Herod,  the 
brother  of  Agrippa,  married  Mariamne,  the 
daughter  of  Olympias,  who  was  the  daughter 
of  Herod  the  king,  and  of  Joseph  the  son  of 
Joseph,  who  was  brother  to  Herod  the  king, 
and  had  by  her  a  son,  Aristobulus;  but  Aris- 
tobulus, the  third  brother  of  Agrippa,  married 
Jotape,  the  daughter  of  Sampsigeramus,  king 
of   £mesa;'f  they  had  a  daughter  who  waa 


•  ttTifther  Itiis  sndden  rxtinction  ot  utmost  tbp  entire 
lineai;e  of  Her<jd  the  fireat.  whxll  was  very  Dunieruns, 
as  we  are  both  here  and  in  the  next  section  informeH, 
was  not  in  part  as  a  punishment  for  the  pross  incest? 
lhe>  were  frequently  K'"ltv  of.  in  roarryine  their  own 
nephew  s  and  nieres.  wi  II  ctesfrves  to  be  considered.  See 
l.evit.  xviii.  6,  7;  xxi.  10;  and  Noldius.  I'e  tierod.  No. 
*  y  iTT. 

+  ThefT  art-  coins  still  extant  of  this  f.racsa,  »  Span. 
heim  informs  lu. 
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deaf,  whose  name  also  was  Jotape;  and  these 
hilbtrto  uere  tlie  children  of  tbe  male  line; 
but  Heroflias,  iheir  sister,  was  married  to 
Ilcrod  [Philip],  the  son  of  Herod  the  Great, 
who  wad  born  uf  Mariamne,  tbe  daui^bter  of 
8imon  tbe  higb-pfie^t«  who  had  a  daughter, 
Salome;  after  whose  birth  llerodias  took  upon 
her  to  confound  the  laws  of  our  country,  and 
divorce  herself  from  her  hu!?band  while  he 
wa«  alive,  and  was  married  to  Herod  [Anti- 
pas],  her  husband's  brother  by  the  father's 
side;  he  was  tetrarch  of  Galilee;  but  her 
daughter  Salome  was  married  to  Philip,  the 
son  of  Herod,  and  tetrarch  of  Trachonitis; 
and,  as  be  died  childless,  Aristpbulus,  the  son 
of  Herod,  the  brother  of  Aprippa,  married 
her;  they  had  three  sons,  Herod,  Agrippa, 
and  Aristobulus;  and  this  was  the  posterity 
of  Pbasaelus  and  Salampsio;  but  tbe  dau^'hter 
of  Antipater  by  Cypros,  was  Cypros,  whom 
Alexas  Selcias,  the  son  of  Alexas,  married; 
they  had  a  daughter,  Cypros;  but  Herod  and 
Alexander,  who,  as  we  told  you,  were  the 
brothers  of  Antipater,  died  childless.  As  to 
Alexander,  the  son  of  Herod  the  king,  who 
was  slain  by  bis  father,  he  hnd  two  sons,  Alex- 
ander and  Tigranos,  by  the  daughter  of  Arche- 
laus,  king  of  Cappadocia.  Tigraues,  who 
was  king  of  Armenia,  was  accus^ed  at  Rome, 
and  died  childless;  Alexander  had  a  son  of 
the  S'ime  name  with  his  brother  Tigranes,  and 
was  sent  to  take  possession  of  the  kingdom  of 
Armenia  by  Nero;  he  had  a  son,  Alcsander, 
who  married  Jotape,*  tbe  daughter  of  An- 
tiochus,  the  king  of  Couimjgena;  Vesiwisian 
uiiide  him  king  uf  an  island  in  Cilieia.  But 
these  descendants  of  Alexander,  j-oon  after 
their  hirtb,  deserted  the  Jewish  religion,  and 
went  over  to  that  of  the  Greeks;  but  for  the 
rest  of  the  daughters  of  Herod  tlie  king,  it 
happened  that  they  died  childless:  and  as 
these  descendants  of  Uerod,  whom  we  ha\e 
enumerated,  were  in  being  at  the  same  time 
that  Agrippa  the  Great  took  the  kingdom, 
and  I  have  now  given  an  account  ci  theni,  it 
now  remains  that  I  relate  the  several  bard 
fortunes  which  befel  Agrippa,  and  how  lie 
got  clear  of  them,  and  was  advanced  to  the 
greatest  height  of  dignity  and  power. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

OF  THE  ^'AVIGATION  OF  KTNG  AGRIPPA  TO 
ROME,  TO  TIBEUItTS  C^SAU;  AND  HOW, 
UPON  HIS  BEING  ACCUSED  EY  HIS  OWN 
FREED-MAN,  HE  WAS  BOUND;  HOW  ALSO 
HE  WAS  SET  AT  LIBEKTV  BY  CAIUS,  AFTER 
TIBEKICS'S  DEATH,  AND  WAS  MADE  KING 
OF  THE  TETRABCHY  OF  PHILIP. 

§  1.  A  LITTLE  before  the  death  of  Herod  the 
king,  Agrippa  lived  at  Home,  and  was  gene- 

*  Spanb^iru  also  informs  iib  of  a  cuin  still  extant  of 
thii  Jotape,  dAugbier  ot  tbe  king  of  Coiumagena. 


rally  brought  tip  and  conversed  with  Drusua 
the  emperor  Tiberius's  son,  and  contracted  a 
friendship  with  Antonia,  tbe  wife  of  Drusus 
the  Great,  who  had  his  mother  Bernice  in 
great  esteem,  and  was  very  desirous  of  ad- 
vancing her  son.  Now,  as  Agrippa  wa«i  by 
nature  n)agTianimous  and  generous  in  the 
presents  he  made  while  his  mother  was  alive, 
this  inclination  of  his  mind  did  not  appenr, 
that  he  niigiit  be  aide  to  avoid  her  anger  for 
such  his  extravagance;  but  when  Bernice  was 
dead,  and  be  was  left  to  his  oau  conduct,  he 
spent  a  great  deal  extravagantly  in  his  daily 
wav  of  living,  and  a  great  deal  in  the  immo- 
derate presents  he  made,  and  those  chiefly 
among  Csesar's  freed-men,  in  order  to  gain 
their  assistance,  insomuch  that  he  was  in  a 
little  time  reduceo  to  poverty,  and  could  not 
live  at  Rome  any  longer.  Tiberius  also  for- 
bade the  friends  of  his  deceased  son  to  como 
into  his  sight,  because  on  seeing  them  he 
should  be  put  in  mind  of  his  son,  and  his 
grief  would  thereby  be  levived. 

2.  For  these  reasons  he  went  away  from 
Rome,  and  sailed  to  Judea,  but  in  evil  cir- 
cumstances, being  dejected  with  the  loss  of 
that  ntoiu'y  which  he  once  hud,  and  because 
be  had  not  wherewithal  to  pay  his  creditors, 
who  were  many  in  number,  and  such  as  gave 
no  room  for  escji[iinp  them.  Whereupon  he 
knew  not  what  to  do;  so  for  shame  of  his 
present  condition,  he  retired  to  a  certain  tow  er 
at  Malaiha,  in  Iduoiea,  and  bad  thoughts 
of  killing  himself;  but  his  wife  Cypros  per- 
ceived his  intentions,  and  tried  all  sorts  of 
methods  to  divert  liim  fiom  his  taking  such  a 
<'ouri;e:  so  she  sent  a  letter  to  his  sister  He- 
rodias,  who  \\as  now  the  wite  of  Herod  tbe 
tetrarch,  and  let  her  know  Agrippa's  present 
design,  and  wh,it  necessity  it  was  which  drove 
him  thereto,  and  desired  her  as  a  kinsvioman 
of  his,  to  give  him  her  help,  and  to  engage 
her  hiisbatid  to  do  the  same,  since  she  saw 
how  she  alleviated  tlu'se  herhusband's  troubles 
all  she  could,  although  she  had  not  the  like 
wealth  to  do  it  withal.  So  they  sent  for 
him.  and  allotted  him  Tiberias  for  his  habita- 
tion, and  appointed  him  some  income  of 
money  for  his  maintenance,  and  made  him  a 
magistrate  of  that  city,  by  way  of  honour  lo 
him.  Yet  did  not  Herod  long  continue  in 
that  roolution  of  supporting  him,  though 
even  that  supfiort  was  not  sufficient  for  him; 
for,  as  once  they  were  at  a  feast  at  Tyre,  and 
in  their  cups,  atid  reproaches  were  cast  upon 
one  another,  Agrippa  thought  that  was  not  to 
be  !»orne,  while  Herod  hit  him  in  the  teeth 
with  his  poverty,  and  with  his  owing  his  ne- 
cessary food  to  him.  So  he  went  to  Flaccus, 
one  that  had  been  consul,  and  had  been  a 
very  great  friend  to  him  at  Rome  formerly, 
and  was  now  president  of  Syria. 

3.  Hereupon  Flaccns  received  him  kindly, 
and  he  lived  with  him.  Flaccus  had  also 
v\ith  him  there  Aristobulus,  who  was  indeed 


4»4 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JETVS. 


BOOK  XVIII. 


Agrippa's  brother,  but  was  at  variance  with 
him;  yet  did  not  their  enmity  to  one  another 
hinder  the  triend^bip  of  Fiaccus  to  tbem  both ; 
but  Ptill  they  were  honourably  treated  by  him. 
However,  Ari^tobulus  did  not  abate  ot  bis 
ill-will  to  Aprippa.  till  at  length  be  brought 
him  into  ill  terms  with  Fiaccus;  the  occasion 
ot  bringing  on  which  estrangement  was  this: 
— The  Diiniasrens  were  at  dilTcrence  with  the 
Sidoni:ins  about  their  limits,  and  when  Fiac- 
cus was  about  to  bear  the  cause  between 
tbem,  they  understood  that  Agrippa  had  a 
mighty  induence  upon  him;  so  they  desired 
that  be  would  be  of  their  side,  and  for  that 
lavour  promised  him  a  grr-at  deal  of  n>oney ; 
so  ht'  was  zealous  in  assisting  the  Danin&ceiis 
a^  lur  as  he  was  able.  Now,  Aristobulus  had 
gotten  inielligeure  of  this  promise  of  money 
to  biro,  and  accu>ed  him  to  Fiaccus  of  tbe 
same;  and  when,  upon  a  thorough  examina- 
tion of  the  matter,  it  appeared  plainly  to  to 
be,  he  rejected  Agripfta  out  of  the  number  of 
h\<  friends.  So  be  was  reduced  to  the  ut- 
most necessity,  and  came  to  Ptolemais;  and 
because  he  knew  not  where  eUe  to  ^et  a  live- 
lihood, be  thought  to  sail  to  Italv ;  but  as  be 
was  restrained  from  so  doing  by  wnnt  of  mo- 
noy,  he  desired  Marsyas,  who  was  his  freed- 
nuin,  to  6nd  some  method  for  procuring,  him 
83  much  as  he  wanted  for  that  purpose,  by 
borrowing  such  a  sum  of  some  person  or 
other.  So  Marsyas  desired  of  Peter,  who  was 
tbe  freed-man  of  Bernice,  Agrippa's  mother, 
and  by  the  right  of  her  testament  was  be- 
queathed to  Antonia,  to  lend  so  much  upon 
Agrippa's  own  bond  and  security:  but  he 
accused  Agrippa  of  having  defrauded  him  of 
certain  sums  of  money,  and  so  obliged  Mar- 
syas, when  be  made  tbe  bond  of  twenty-thou- 
sand Attic  drachmae,  to  accept  of  twenty-five 
hundred  drachms*  less  than  what  he  desired; 
which  the  other  allowed  of,  because  be  could 
not  help  it.  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  money, 
Agrippa  came  to  Anthedon,  and  took  ship- 
ping, and  was  going  to  set  sail;  but  Ilerennius 
Capito,  who  was  the  procurator  of  Jumnia,  sent 
a  band  of  soldiers  to  demand  of  bim  three  bun- 
died  thousand  drachma*  of  silver,  which  were 
by  him  owing  to  Caesar's  treasury  while  he 
WHS  at  Rome,  and  so  forced  bim  to  stay.  He 
tbcn  pretended  that  be  would  do  as  be  bade 
hint;  but  when  night  came  on,  he  cut  his 
cable*,  and  went  otT,  and  sailed  to  Alexan- 
dria, where  be  desired  Alexander  the  ala- 
barch  t  to  lend  him  two  hundred  thousand 
driichmae;  but  be  said  be  would  not  lend  it 
to  bim,  but  would  not  refuse  it  to  Cvpros,  as 
greatly  astonished  at  her  aifection  to  her  hus- 
band, and  at  the  other  instances  of  her  vir- 
tue; so  she  undertook  to  repay  it.     Accord- 


•  Spanhfim  ohs^rr^s,  thai  w»  h-ive  here  an  tn?*ance 
of  the  AUk-  qnantjlv  of  usr-motir^.  wliifh  »»-  W'C 
eifi'i'l"  pan  of  itie  orivinrtl  sum.  "r  U^  yrt  cent,  fur  such 
ii  Ihe  pnrp.irtioT>  oi  i'AU  t-»  iO.(  (HI 

♦  Tbe  fovcraor  ol  Ukt  Jcvt  Uiere. 


inglv,  Alexander  paid  them  five  talents  at 
Alexandria,  and  promised  to  pay  them  che 
rest  of  that  sum  at  Dicearchia  [Puteoiij; 
and  this  he  did  out  of  tbe  feai  he  wag  in  that 
Agrippa  would  soon  spend  it.  So  this  Cv- 
pros set  her  husband  free,  and  oismissLd  htm 
to  go  on  with  his  navigation  to  Italy,  wbiie 
she  iind  her  children  departed  for  Judra. 

4.  And  now  Agrippa  was  come  to  Puteoli, 
whence  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Tiberius  Caesar, 
who  then  lived  at  Capreae,  and  told  him  that 
he  was  come  so  far,  in  order  to  wait  on  bim, 
and  to  pay  bim  a  visit;  and  desired  that  he 
would  give  him  leave  to  ccimeo\er  to  Cupre«; 
so  Tiberius  made  no  ditliculty,  but  wrote  to 
him  in  an  obliging  way  in  other  respects;  and 
withal  told  him  he  was  glad  of  his  safe  re- 
turn, and  desired  him  to  come  to  Capreae; 
and,  wbeii  he  was  come,  he  did  not  lail  to 
treat  bioi  as  kindly  as  he  bad  promised  bim 
in  bis  letter  to  do.  But  tbe  next  day  came  a 
letter  to  Ca,>sar  from  Ilerennius  Capito,  to  in- 
form him  that  Agrippa  bad  borrowed  three 
hundred  thousand  drui-hmit!,  and  not  paid  it 
at  tbe  time  appointed;  but,  when  it  was  de- 
niandtd  of  him,  be  ran  awa>  like  a  fugitive, 
out  of  the  places  under  his  government,  and 
put  it  out  of  his  power  to  pet  the  money  of 
him.  A\'hen  Ca'sar  had  read  this  letter,  be 
was  much  troubled  at  it,  and  ga\e  order  that 
Agrippa  should  be  excluded  from  his  presence 
until  he  had  paid  tbat  delit :  upon  which  he 
was  no  way  daunted  at  Ca-sar's  anger,  but 
entreated  Antonia,  the  mother  of  Germanicus 
and  of  Cluudius,  who  was  alterwards  Ca;?ar 
himself,  to  lend  him  those  three  hundred 
thousand  drarhmac,  that  he  might  not  l>e  de- 
prived of  Til>erius's  friendship;  so,  out  of  re- 
gard to  the  memory  of  Bernice  his  mother 
(for  those  two  women  were  very  familiar  with 
one  another),  and  out  of  regard  of  bis  and 
Claudius's  education  together,  she  lent  bim 
the  money;  and.  upon  the  pavment  of  tbis 
debt,  there  wbs  nothing  to  binder  Tibcnus'a 
friendship  to  him.  After  this,  Tiberius  Ca?sar 
recommended  to  him  bis  grandson,'  and  or- 
dered tbat  he  should  always  accompany  bim 
when  be  went  abroad.  But.  upon  Agrippa's 
kind  reception  by  Antonia,  he  betook  him  to 
pay  bis  respects  to  Caius,  who  was  her  grand- 
son, and  in  very  high  reputation  by  reason  of 
tbe  good-will  they  bare  bis  father.f  Now 
there  was  one  Thallus,  a  freed-man  of  Casar, 
of  wbom  be  borrowed  a  million  of  drachm», 
and  thence  repaid  Antonia  tbe  debt  he  owed 
her;  and  by  sending  the  overplus  in  paying 
his  court  to  Caius,  because  a  [wrson  of  great 
authority  with  him. 

5.  Now,  as  the  friendship  which  Agrippa 
had  for  Caius  was  come  to  a  great  heigbt.lbere 
happened  ^ome  words  to  pass  between  them, 
as'tbev  once  were  in  a  chariot  tofether,  con 
cerniig  Tiberius;   Agrippa  pra>ing  [to  God] 


•  1  ibemu.  jiuuor. 
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(Tor  they  two  sat  by  tbennelves)  that  Tiberius 
iii'tht  soon  go  off  the  stage,  and  leave  the  go- 
vernment to  Caius,  who  was  in  every  respect 
more  worthy  of  it.  Now,  Eutychus,  who 
was  Agrippji's  freed-man,  and  drove  his  cha- 
riot, heard  these  words,  and  at  that  time  said 
nothing  of  them;  but  when  Agrippa  accused 
him  of  stealing  some  garments  of  his  (which 
was  certainly  true),  he  ran  away  from  him; 
but  when  he  was  caught,  and  brought  before 
Piso,  who  was  governor  of  the  city,  and  the 
man  was  asVed  why  he  ran  away,  he  replied, 
that  he  had  somewhat  to  say  to  Caesar,  that 
tended  to  his  security  and  preservation:  so 
Piso  bound  him,  and  sent  him  to  Caprcae. 
But  Tiberius,  according  to  his  usual  custom, 
kept  him  still  in  bonds,  being  a  delayer  of 
affairs,  if  ever  there  was  any  other  king  or 
tyrant  that  was  so ;  for  he  did  not  admit 
ambassadors  quickly,  and  no  successors  were 
dispatched  away  to  governors  or  procurators 
of  the  provinces  that  had  been  formerly  sent, 
unless  they  were  dead ;  «  hence  it  was  that  he 
was  so  negligent  in  hearing  the  causes  of  pri- 
soners; insomuch  that  when  he  was  asked  by 
his  friends  what  was  the  reason  of  his  delay 
in  such  cases,  he  said  that  he  delayed  to  hear 
ambassadors,  lest,  upon  their  quick  dismission, 
other  ambassadors  should  be  appointed,  and 
return  upon  him ;  and  so  he  should  bring 
trouble  upon  himself  in  their  public  reception 
and  dismission:  that  he  permitted  those  go- 
vernors who  had  been  sent  once  to  their 
governments  [to  stay  there  a  great  while],  out 
of  regard  to  the  subjects  that  were  under 
them;  for  that  all  governors  are  naturally  dis- 
posed to  get  as  much  as  they  can  ;  and  that 
tho^e  who  are  not  to  fix  there,  but  to  stay  a 
short  time,  and  that  at  an  uncertainty  when 
they  shall  be  turned  out,  do  the  more  severely 
hurry  themselves  on  to  fleece  the  people;  but 
that,  if  their  government  be  long  continued 
to  them,  they  are  at  last  satiated  with  the 
spoils,  as  having  gotten  a  vast  deal,  and  so 
become  at  length  less  sharp  in  their  pillaging; 
but  that,  if  successors  are  sent  quickly,  the, 
puor  i-ubjects,  who  are  exposed  to  them  as  a 
prey,  will  not  be  able  to  bear  the  new  ones, 
while  they  shall  not  have  the  same  time  allow-  j 
ed  them  wherein  their  predecessors  had  filled 
themselves,  and  so  grow  more  unconcerned 
about  getting  more,  and  this  because  they 
are  removed  before  they  have  had  time  [for 
their  oppressions].  He  gave  them  an  exam- 
ple to  show  his  meaning: — "  A  great  number 
of  dies  came  about  the  sore  places  of  a  man 
that  had  been  wounded;  upon  which  one  of 
the  stanriers-hy  [)itied  the  man's  misfortune, 
and  thinking  he  was  not  able  to  drive  away 
those  flies  himself,  was  going  to  <irive  them 
away  for  him;  but  he  praved  him  to  let  them 
alone  ;  the  other,  by  way  of  reply,  asked  him 
the  reason  of  such  a  preposterous  proceeding, 
in  preventing  relief  from  Ins  present  miserv  ; 
to  which  he  answered,  '  If  thou  drivcst  these 


flies  away,  thou  wilt  hurt  me  worse ;  tor  us 
these  are  already  full  of  my  blood,  they  do 
not  crowd  about  me,  nor  pain  me  so  much 
as  before,  but  are  sometimes  more  remiss, 
while  the  fresh  ones  that  come,  almost  fa- 
mished, and  find  me  quite  tired  down  already, 
will  be  my  destruction.'  For  this  cause,  there- 
fore, it  is  that  I  am  myself  careful  not  to  send 
such  new  governors  perpetually  to  those  my 
subjects,  who  are  already  sufficiently  har;iS5cd 
by  many  oppressions,  as  may,  lil'e  these  llies, 
farther  distress  them  ;  atul  so,  besides  their 
natural  desire  of  gain,  may  have  this  addi- 
tional incitement  to  it,  that  they  expect  to  be 
suddenly  deprived  of  that  pleasure  which  they 
ta"ke  in  it."  And,  as  a  farther  attestation  to 
what  I  say  of  the  dilatory  nature  of  Tiberius, 
I  appeal  to  this  his  practice  itself;  for  although 
he  was  emperor  twenty-two  years,  he  sent  in 
all  but  two  procurators  to  govern  the  nation 
of  the  Jews, — Gratus,  and  his  successor  in 
the  government,  Pilate.  Nor  was  he  in  one 
way  of  acting  with  respect  to  the  Jews,  and 
in  another  with  respect  to  tue  rest  of  his  sub- 
jects. He  further  informed  them,  that  even 
in  the  hearing  of  the  causes  of  prisoners,  he 
made  such  delyys,  because  immediate  death 
to  those  that  must  be  condemned  to  die, 
would  be  an  alleviation  of  their  present  mi- 
series, while  those  wicked  wretches  have  not 
deserved  any  favour;  "but  I  do  it,  that  by 
being  harassed  with  the  present  calamity,  the/ 
may  undergo  greater  misery." 

C.  On  this  account  it  was  that  Eutychus 
could  not  obtain  a  hearing,  but  was  kept  still 
in  prison.  However,  some  time  afterward, 
Tiberius  came  from  Caprea?  to  Tusculanum 
which  is  about  a  hundred  furlongs  from  Home. 
Agrippa  then  desired  of  Antonia  that  she 
would  procure  a  hearing  for  Eutychus,  let  the 
matter  whereof  he  accused  him  prove  what  it 
would.  Now,  Antonia  was  greatly  esteemed 
by  Tiberius  on  all  accoimts,  from  the  (iignity 
of  her  relation  to  him,  who  had  been  his  bro- 
ther Drusus's  wife,  and  from  her  eminent 
chastity  ;*  for  though  she  was  still  a  young 

•  Tliia  high  pommendation  of  Antonia  for  m8n7in|| 
but  (tnce,  civen  lierc,  and  supported  elsevvlierc.  Antiq.  b. 
TTi!.ch.  xiii.  (w-cL  1;  and  this,  notwilhstandiiii;  tlif  slroni;- 
est  tf  rnptaOona.  shows  how  honourable  sint'Ie  marriacf  9 
were  both  aniun^  the  Jews  and  (lotnans.  in  t)ie  days  ol 
Jiiseplius  and  of  the  apostles,  and  takes  away  much  ol 
that  surprise  wiiirh  the  modern  Protestants  tiave  at  those 
lawsof  the  aposUi-s,  where  no  widows,  but  those  who  liod 
been  the  wives  of  one  tiu^band  only,  are  taken  into  tlie 
church  list:  and  nu  bishops,  priests,  or  denroos.  are 
allowed  to  icarry  more  tlian  once,  without  leaving  ofT  tT 
officiate  as  clerttynien  any  lonjjer.  .See  I.iike  ii.  :J0:  ] 
Tim.  V, II,  12;  iiil*.  IV;  Tit.  i.  10;  Constitnt.  Apost.  b. 
ii.  sect.  1.  2;  b.  vi.  sect.  17;  Can.b.  svii. ;  Grot,  in  I.uc. 
ii.36;  and  Ilespons. ad  Consult,  Cassand.  p,  44.  and  To- 
telet.  in  Conslit. b.  vLsect.  17.  And  note,  that  TertuMian 
owns  this  law  aL'ainst  second  marriages  or  the  clergy,  had 
t>een  once  at  least  executed  in  his  time ;  and  heavily  com- 
plains elsewhere,  that  the  breach  thereof  had  not  been 
always  punished  hv  the  Cathuluis.  as  It  oui.hl  to  have 
been.  Jeroiup.  spe.ikini:of  the  ill  repulatiou  of  marrying 
twice,  says,  thai  nosueh  person  could  lie  chosen  into  the 
elercy  in  his  days;  wliiiii  Aui;usliue  testifies  also;  aiK* 
for  Kpiphanius.  rather  earlier,  he  is  clear  and  ful!  tp  the 
same  purpose,  and  says,  that  l»u- obtained  over  the  "wbols 
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woman,  she  continued  in  her  widowhood,  and 
refused  all  other  matches,  although  Augustus 
bad  enjoined  ber  to  he  married  to  somebody 
else ;  yet  did  she  all  along  preserve  her  repu- 
tation free  from  reproach.  She  had  also  heen 
the  greatest  heneftctress  to  Tihtrius,  when 
there  was  a  very  dangerous  plot  laid  against 
liim  by  Sejanus,  a  man  who  had  heen  her  hus- 
band's friend,  and  who  had  the  greatest  au- 
thority, because  he  was  general  of  the  army, 
and  when  many  members  of  the  senate,  and 
many  of  the  freed-men,  joined  with  him,  and 
the  soldiery  was  corrupted,  and  the  plot  was 
come  to  a  great  height.  Now  Sejanus  had 
certainly  gained  bis  point,  had  not  Antonia's 
boldness  been  more  %visely  conducted  than  Se- 
janus's  malice;  for,  when  she  had  dii-^covered 
his  designs  against  Tiberius,  she  wrote  him 
an  exact  account  of  the  whole,  and  give  the 
letter  to  Pallas,  the  most  faithful  of  her  ser- 
vants, and  sent  him  to  Capreae  to  Tiberius, 
who,  when  he  understood  it,  slew  Sejanus  and 
bis  confederates;  so  that  Tiberius,  who  had 
her  in  great  esteem  before,  now  looked  upon 
her  with  still  greater  respect,  and  depended 
upon  her  in  all  things.  So,  when  Tiberius 
was  desired  by  this  Antonia  to  examine  Eu- 
tychus,  he  answered,  "If  indeed  Eutychus 
bath  falsely  accused  Agrippa  in  what  be  hath 
Eaid  of  him,  he  bath  had  sufficient  punish- 
ment  by  what  I  bave  done  to  him  already; 
but  if,  upon  examination,  the  accusation  ap- 
pears to  be  true,  let  Agrippa  have  a  care,  lest, 
out  of  desire  of  punishing  his  freed-man,  he 
do  not  rather  bring  a  punishment  upon  him- 
self" Now,  when  Antonia  told  Agrippa  of 
this,  he  was  still  much  more  pressing  that  the 
matter  mi^'ht  be  examined  into;  so  Antonia, 
upon  Agrippa's  lying  hard  at  her  continually 
to  beg  this  favour,  took  the  following  oppor- 
tunity : —  As  Tiberius  lay  once  at  his  ease 
upon  his  sedan,  and  was  carried  about,  and 
Caius,  her  grandson,  and  Agrippa,  were  be- 
fore him  after  dinner,  she  walked  by  the  se- 
dan, and  desired  him  to  call  Eut>chiis,  and 
have  him  examined;  to  which  he  replied,  "O 
Antonia!  the  gods  are  my  witnesses  that  I  am  ! 
induced  to  do  what  I  am  going  to  do,  not  by  ; 
my  own  inclination,  but  because  I  am  forced  I 
to  it  by  thy  prayers."  When  he  had  said  this.  | 
he  ordered  Macro,  who  succeeded  Sejanu?,  to! 
bring  Eutvchus  to  him;  accordingly,  without 
any  delay,  he  was  brought.  Then  Tiberius 
asked  him  what  he  had  to  say  against  a  man 
who  had  given  him  his  liberty.  Vpon  which 
he  said,  **  O  my  lord!  this  Caius,  and  Agrip- 
pa  with  him,  were  once  riding  in  a  chariot, 
when  I  sat  at  their  feet,  and,  among  other 
discourses  that  passed,  Agrippa  said  to  Caius, 
O  that  the  day  would  once  come  when  this 
old  fellow  will  die,  and  name  thee  for  the 
gnvemor  of  the  habitable  earth  I  for  then  this 
Tiberius,  his  grandson,  would  be  no  hinder- 
Catholic  church  in  hit  days, —  fts  the  places  in  the  fare- 
Cited  ^uliiors  uUmm  ui. 


ance,  but  would  be  taken  off  by  tbee,  and  th«. 

earth   would  be  happy,  and  I  happy  also." 

Now,  Tiberius  took  these  to  be  truly  Af;rip- 
pa's  words,  and  bearing  a  grudge  wiihal  at 
Agrippa,  because,  when  he  had  commanded 
bini  to  pay  his  respects  to  Tiberius,  his  grand- 
son, and  the  son  of  D^usus,  Agrippa  bad  not 
paid  him  that  respect,  but  had  disobeyed  his 
commands,  and  tran>ferred  all  his  regard  to 
Caius;  he  said  to  Macro,  **  Bind  this  man." 
But  Macro,  not  distinctly  knowing  which  of 
them  it  was  whom  he  bade  him  bind,  and  not 
expecting  that  he  would  have  any  such  thing 
dune  to  Agrippa,  he  forebore,  and  came  to  ask 
more  distinctly  what  it  was  that  he  said.  But 
when  Ccesar  had  gone  round  the  hippodrome, 
be  found  Agrippa  standing: — "For  certain," 
said  be,  *' Macro,  this  is  the  man  I  meant  to 
have  bound;"  and  when  he  still  asked  which 
of  these  is  to  be  bound?  be  said,  Agrippa. 
Upon  which  Agrippa  betook  himself  to  make 
supplication  for  himself,  putting  him  in  mind 
of  his  son,  with  whom  he  was  brought  up, 
and  of  Tiberius  [his  grandson]  whom  he  had 
educated,  but  all  to  no  purpose,  for  they  led 
him  about  bound  even  in  his  purple  garments. 
It  was  also  very  hot  weather,  and  they  had 
but  little  wine  to  their  meal,  so  that  he  wai 
very  thirsty;  he  was  also  in  a  sort  of  agony, 
and  took  this  treatment  of  him  heinously:  as 
be  therefore  saw  one  of  Caius's  slaves,  whose 
name  was  Thaumastus,  carrying  some  water 
in  a  vessel,  he  desired  that  he  would  let  him 
drink;  so  the  servant  gave  him  some  water  to 
drink;  and  he  drank  heartily,  and  said,  "O 
thou  boy  1  this  service  of  thine  to  me  will  be 
for  thy  advantage;  for,  if  I  once  get  clear  of 
these  my  bonds,  I  will  soon  procure  tbee  thy 
freedom  from  Caius,  who  has'not  been  wanU 
ing  to  minister  to  me  now  I  am  in  bonds,  in 
the  same  manner  as  when  I  was  in  my  former 
slate  and  dignity."  Nor  did  he  deceive  bim 
in  what  he  promised  biD),  hut  made  him 
amends  for  what  he  had  now  done;  for,  when 
afterward  Agrippa  was  come  to  the  kingdom, 
he  took  pajticular  care  of  Thaumastus,  and 
got  him  bis  liberty  from  Cains,  and  made  bim 
the  steward  over  his  own  estate;  and  when 
he  died,  he  left  him  to  Agrippa  his  son,  and 
to  Bernice  his  daughter,  to  minister  to  them 
in  the  same  capacity.  The  man  also  grew 
old  in  that  honourable  post,  and  therein  die(L 
But  all  this  happened  a  gnod  while  later. 

7.  Now  Agrippa  stood  in  his  bonds. before 
the  royal  palace,  and  leaned  on  a  certain  tree 
for  grief,  with  many  others,  who  were  in 
1>onds  also;  and  as  a  certain  bird  sat  upon 
the  tree  on  which  Agrippa  leaned  (the  Romani 
called  this  bird  bubo),  [an  owl],  one  of  those 
that  were  bound,  a  German  by  nation,  saw 
him,  and  a>ked  a  soldier  who  that  man  in 
purple  w as ;  and  w hen  he  was  informed  that  ■ 
his  name  was  Agrippa,  and  that  be  was  by 
nation  a  Jev,  and  one  of  the  principal  men 
of  that  uatioQ.  he  asked  leave  of  the  soldiei 
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to  whom  be  was  bound,*  to  let  him  come 
near  to  him,  to  speak  with  him;  for  that  he 
had  a  mind  to  inquire  of  him  ahout  some 
things  relating  to  his  country;  which  liberty 
when  he  had  obtaified.  as  he  stood  near  him 
he  said  thus  to  him  by  an  interpreter, — **  This 
sudden  chann^e  of  thy  condition,  ()  young 
man!  is  grievous  to  thee,  a-s  bringing  on 
thee  a  manifold  and  very  great  adversity; 
nor  wilt  thou  believe  me,  when  !  foretel  how 
tliou  wilt  get  clear  oFtiiis  mi*<ery  uhich  thou 
art  now  under,  and  how  Divine  Proviilencc 
will  provide  for  thee.  Know  therefore  (and 
I  appeal  to  my  own  country  gods,  h^  well  as 
to  the  gods  of  this  pi  ice,  who  have  awarded 
these  bonds  to  us),  that  uU  I  am  going  to  say 
ahout  thy  concerns,  shall  neither  be  said  for 
favour  nor  bribery,  nor  out  of  an  endeavour 
to  mtke  thee  cheerful  without  cause;  for 
such  predictions,  when  they  come  to  fnl, 
make  the  grief  at  la«t,  and  in  earnest,  more 
bitter  than  if  the  party  had  never  heard  of  any 
such  thing.  However,  though  1  run  the  ha- 
zard of  my  own  self,  1  think  it  fit  to  declare 
to  thee  the  prediction  of  the  gods.  It  can- 
not be  that  tliou  shouldst  lotig  continue  in 
these  bonds;  hut  thou  wilt  soon  be  delivered 
from  them,  and  wilt  he  promoted  to  the  high- 
est dignity  and  power,  and  thou  wilt  be  envied 
by  all  those  who  now  pity  thy  hard  fortune; 
and  thou  \\\\t  be  happy  till  thy  death,  and 
wilt  leave  thine  baj)piness  to  the  children 
whom  thou  shalt  have.  But,  do  thou  remem- 
ber, when  thou  see^t  this  bird  again,  that  thou 
wilt  then  live  but  iive  days  longer.  Tliis  event 
will  be  brought  to  paS'^  by  that  God  who  hath 
sent  this  bird  hither  to  he  a  sign  unto  thee. 
And  I  cannot  but  think  it  unjust  to  conceal 
from  thee  what  I  foreknow  concerning  thee, 
that,  by  thy  knowing  beforehand  what  happi- 
ness is  coming  upon  thee,  thou  mayest  not 
regard  thy  present  misfortunes.  But,  when 
this  happiness  shall  actually  befal  thee,  do 
not  forget  what  misery  I  am  in  myself,  but 
endeavour  to  deliver  me."  So  when  the 
German  had  said  this,  he  made  Agrippa  laugh 
at  him  as  much  as  he  afterwards  appeared 
worthy  of  admiration.  But  now  Antonia 
took  Agrippa's  misfortune  to  hejirt:  however, 
to  speak  to  Tiberius  on  bis  behalf,  she  took 
tn  he  a  very  difficult  thing,  and  indeed  quite 
impracticable,  as  to  any  hope  of  success;  yet 
did  she  procure  of  Macro,  that  the  soldiers 
that  kept  him  should  be  of  a  gentle  nature, 
and  that  the  centurion  who  was  over  them, 
and  was  to  diet  with  him,  should  he  of  the 
.?ame  disposition,  and  that  he  might  have  leave 
to  bathe  himself  every  day,  and  that  his  freed- 
men  and  friends  might  come  to  him,  and  that 
other  things  that  tended  to  ease  him  might  be 
indulged  him.      So  his   friend  Silas  came  in 


•  Dr.  Hudson  here  take*  notice,  out  of  Senera.  Epis- 
iJe  7.  that  Ihi^  wa«  thf  ciistMm  of  Ttberius.  to  co(n>l*> 
(be  pnsoner  and  Itiv  toklier  that  t^ardtU  him  togeiber 
Id  tite  tam«  ctuia 


to  him,  and  two  of  bis  freed-raen,  Marsyas 

and  Stechus,  brought  him  ?uch  sorts  of  food 
as  he  was  tbnd  of,  and  indeed  took  great  care 
of  him;  they  also  brought  him  garments,  un- 
der pretence  of  selling  them,  anil  when  night 
came  on,  they  laid  them  under  him;  anfl  the 
soldiers  assisted  them,  as  Macro  had  given 
them  order  to  do  beforehand.  And  this  was 
Agrippa's  condition  for  six  months'  time; 
and  in  this  case  were  his  atFairs. 

8.  But  as  for  Tiberius,  upon  his  return  to 
Capreae,  he  fell  sick.  At  tirst  his  distemper 
was  but  gentle;  but  as  that  distem(>er  in- 
creased upon  him,  he  had  small  or  no  hopes 
of  recovery.  Hereupon  he  bade  Euodus, 
who  was  the  freed-man  whom  he  nrost  of  all 
respected,  to  bring  the  children  f  to  him,  for 
that  he  wanted  to  talk  to  them  before  he  died. 
Now  he  had  at  present  no  sons  of  his  own 
alive;  for  Drusus,  who  was  his  only  son,  was 
dead;  but  Drusus's  son  Tiberius  was  still 
living,  whose  additional  name  was  Gemellus; 
there  was  also  living  Caius,  the  son  of  Ger- 
manicus,  who  was  the  son  J  of  his  brother 
[Drusus].  He  was  now  grown  up,  and  hud 
had  a  liberal  education,  and  was  well  improved 
by  it,  and  was  in  esteem  and  favour  with  the 
pectple,  on  account  of  the  excellent  character 
of  his  father  Germanicus,  who  bad  attained 
the  highest  honour  among  the  multitude,  by 
the  firmness  of  his  virtu(»us  behaviour,  by  tbt 
easiness  and  agreeahleness  of  his  conversing 
with  the  multitude,  and  because  the  dignity 
he  was  in  did  not  hinder  his  familiarity  with 
them  all,  as  if  they  were  his  equals;  by  which 
behaviour  he  was  not  only  greatly  esteemed 
by  the  people  and  the  senate,  but  by  every 
one  of  those  nations  that  were  subject  to  the 
Romans;  some  of  whom  were  affected  when 
they  came  to  him,  with  the  gracefulness  of 
their  reception  by  him;  and  others  were  af- 
fected in  the  same  manner  by  the  report  of 
the  others  that  had  been  with  him:  and,  upon 
his  death,  there  was  a  lamentation  made  by  uU 
men;  not  such  a  one  as  was  to  be  made  in 
way  of  llattery  to  their  rulers,  while  they  did 
but  counterfeit  sorrow,  but  such  as  was  real; 
while  every  body  grieved  at  his  death,  as  if 
they  had  lost  one  that  was  near  to  them.  And 
truly  such  had  been  his  easy  conversation  with 
men,  that  it  turned  greatly  to  the  advantage 
of  his  son  among  all ;  and,  among  others,  the 
soldiery  were  eo  peculiarly  alfected  to  -him, 
that  they  rerkoned  it  an  eligible  thing,  if  need 
were,  to  die  themselves,  if  he  might  but  at 
tain  to  the  government. 

9.  But  when  Tiberius  had  given  order  to 
Euodus  to  bring  the  children  to  him  the  next 
day  in  the  morning,  he  prayed  to  his  country 
gods  to  show  him  a  manifest  signal,  which  of 
those  children  should  come  to  the   govern- 


f  Tiberius  hia  own  grandson,  and  Cai^s  bis  hrothe; 
Drusus's  KrandwHi. 

;  So  I  correct  Josfphu^'g  cop>,  which  calls  G^noanl- 
cui  bii  brother,  who  was  hir  brother's  ran. 


&i 


498 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS. 


BOOK  XVIII. 


ment;  being  very  desirous  to  leave  it  to  his 
son's  son,  but  still  depending  upon  what  God 
would  foreshow  ooncerning  them,  more  than 
upon  his  own  opinion  and  inclination;  so  be 
made  this  to  be  the  omen,  that  the  govern- 
ment should  be  left  to  him  who  should  come 
to  hini  iirst  the  next  day.  AVhen  he  had  thus 
resolved  within  himself,  he  sent  to  his  grand- 
son's tutor,  and  ordered  him  to  bring  the 
child  to  him  early  in  the  morning,  as  suppos- 
ing that  God  would  permit  him  to  be  made 
emperor.  But  God  proved  opposite  to  bis 
designation;  for,  while  Tiberius  was  thus 
contriving  matters,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  at 
all  day,  he  bid  Euodus  to  call  in  that  child 
which  should  be  there  ready.  So  he  went 
out,  and  fuund  Caius  before  the  door,  for  Ti- 
berius was  not  yet  conie,  but  staid  waiting 
Tor  his  breakfast;  fur  Euodus  knew  nothing 
of  w hut  bis  lord  intended ;  so  he  said  to  Caius, 
**  Thy  father  calls  thee,"  and  then  brought 
him  in.  As  soon  as  Tiberius  saw  Caius,  and 
not  before,  he  reflected  on  the  power  of  God, 
and  how  the  ability  of  bestowing  the  govern- 
ment on  whom  he  would  was  entirely  taken 
from  him;  and  thence  be  was  not  able  to 
establish  what  he  had  ititended.  So  he  greatly 
lamented  that  bis  power  of  establii-bing  what 
he  had  l>efore  contrived  was  taken  from  him, 
and  that  his  grandson  Tiberius  was  not  only 
to  lose  the  Roman  empire  by  his  fatality, 
but  bis  own  safety  also;  because  his  preser- 
vation would  now  depend  upon  such  as  would 
be  more  potent  than  himself,  who  would 
think  it  a  thing  not  to  be  borne,  that  a 
kinsman  should  live  with  them,  and  so  his 
relation  would  not  be  able  to  protect  him: 
but  he  would  be  feared  and  hated  by  him 
who  had  the  supreme  authority,  partly  on 
account  of  his  being  next  to  the  empire,  and 
partly  on  account  of  his  perpetually  contriv- 
ing to  pet  the  government,  both  in  order  to 
preserve  himself,  and  to  be  at  the  head  ot 
alTairs  also.  Now  Tiberius  had  been  very 
much  given  to  astrology,*  and  the  calcula- 
tion of  nativities;  and  had  spent  his  life  in 
the  esteem  of  what  predictions  bad  proved 
true,  more  than  those  whose  profession  it 
was.  Accordingly,  when  he  once  saw  Galba 
coming  in  to  him,  he  said  to  his  most  inti- 
mate friends,  that  there  came  in  a  man  that 
would  One  day  have  the  dignity  of  the  Ro- 
man empire.  So  that  this  Tiberius  was  more 
additted  to  all  such  sorts  of  diviners  than  any 
other  of  the  Roman  emperors,  because  he 
lad  found  them  to  have  told  the  truth  in  his 
own  affairs;  and  indeed  be  was  now  in  great 
distress  upon  this  accident  that  had  befallen 
bim,  a-^d  was  very  much  grieved  at  the  de- 
struction of  his  son's  son,  which  he  foresaw, 
and  complained  of  himself,  that  he  should 
have  made  lise  of  such  a  method  of  divina- 

•  This  is  a  known  tliine  ainoa;,-  Ihr  Roman  histo- 
rii\re  and  poets.  Ihai  Tibrriu»was  greutly  given  to  a*- 
Cvlof^y  aoil  diTination. 


tion  beforehand,  while  it  was  in  bis  power  to 
have  died  without  grief  by  this  knowledge  of 
futurity;  whereas  he  was  now  tormented  by 
his  foreknowledge  of  the  misforiune  of  such 
as  were  dearest  to  him,  and  must  die  under 
that  torment.  Now,  although  he  was  disor- 
dered at  this  unexpected  revolution  of  the  go- 
vernment to  those  for  whom  be  did  not  in- 
tend it,  be  spake  thus  to  Caius,  though  un- 
willingly and  against  his  own  inclination; — 
*'  O  child,  although  Tiberius  be  nearer  ro- 
lated  to  me  than  thou  art,  I  by  my  own  de- 
termination, and  the  conspiring  suffrage  of  the 
gods,  do  give,  and  put  into  thy  hand,  the 
Roman  empire;  and  I  desire  thee  never  to 
be  unmindful  when  thou  comest  to  it,  either 
of  my  kindness  to  thee,  who  set  thee  in  so 
high  a  dignity,  or  of  thy  relation  to  Tiberiu;-: 
but  as  thou  know  est  that  I  am,  together  with 
and  after  the  gods,  the  procurer  of  so  great 
happiness  to  thee,  so  I  desire  that  thou  wilt 
make  me  a  return  for  my  readiness  to  assi^t 
thee,  and  wilt  take  care  of  Tiberius  because 
of  his  near  relation  to  thee.  Besides  which, 
thou  art  to  know,  that  while  Tibeiius  is 
alive,  he  will  be  a  security  to  thee,  both  as  to 
empire  and  ae  to  thy  own  preservation;  hut, 
if  he  die.  that  will  he  but  a  prelude  to  thy 
own  misfortunes;  for  to  be  alone  under  the 
weight  of  such  vast  affairs,  is  very  dangerous; 
nor  will  the  gods  suffer  those  actions  \thieh 
are  unjustly  done,  contrary  to  that  law  which 
directs  men  to  do  othe^wi^e,  to  go  off  unpun- 
ished." This  was  the  speech  which  Tibe- 
rius made;  which  did  not  persuade  Caius  to 
act  accordingly,  although  he  promised  po  to 
do;  but,  when  he  was  settled  in  the  govern- 
ment, he  took  off  thi?;  Tiberius,  as  was  pre- 
dicted by  the  other  Tiberius;  as  be  was  also 
himself,  in  no  long  time  afterward,  slain  by  « 
secret  plot  laid  against  him. 

10.  So  when  Tiberius  bad  at  this  time  ap- 
pointed Caius  to  be  his  successor,  he  outlived 
iiut  a  few-  days,  and  then  died,  aiter  he  bad 
held  the  government  twenty-two  }ears  five 
months  and  three  days.  Now  Caius  was  the 
fourth  emperor:  but  when  the  Remans  un- 
derstood that  Tiberius  was  dewd,  they  rejoiced 
at  the  good  news,  but  had  not  courage  to  \>e- 
lieve  it;  not  because  they  were  unwilling  it 
should  be  true,  for  they  would  have  given 
laige  sums  of  money  that  it  might  be  so,  but 
because  thev  were  afraid  that,  if  they  had 
shown  their  joy  when  the  news  proved  false, 
their  joy  should  be  openly  known,  and  they 
should  be  accused  for  it,  and  be  thereby  un- 
done; for  this  Tiberius  had  brought  a  vast 
number  of  miseries  on  the  best  families  of  the 
Romans,  since  he  was  easily  inflamed  with 
passion  in  all  cases,  and  was  of  such  a  temper 
as  rendered  his  anger  irrevocable,  till  he  had 
executed  the  same,  although  he  had  taken  a 
hatred  against  men  without  reason;  for  he 
was  by  nature  fierce  in  nil  the  sentences  he 
gave,   and    iuad«   death    the    penalty   for  th« 
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slightest  offences;    insomuch  that  when  the 
Romans  heard  the  rumour    about  his  death 
gladly,  thev  were  restrained  from  the  enjoy- 
nieni  of  th;it  pleasure  by  the  dread  of  such 
miseries  us  they  foresaw  would  follow,  if  their 
hopes  proved  ill-grounded.       Now  Marsyas, 
Agrippa's  frccd-amit,  as  soon  as  he  heard  of 
Tiberius's  death,  came  running  to  tell  Agrlppa 
the    news;    and    finding  bim    going    out    to 
the  bath,  he  gave  him  a  nod,  and  said,  in  the 
Hebrew  tongue,  "  The  lion  *  is  dead;'*   who, 
understanding  his  meaning,  and  being  over- 
joyed  at  the  news,  "  Nay,"  said  he,  "  but  all 
sorts  of  thanks  and  happiness  attend  thee  for 
this  news  of  thine;    only  I  wish  that  what 
thou  sayest  aiay  prove  true."     Now*  the  cen- 
turion who  was  set  to  keep  Agrippa,  when  be 
saw  with  what  haste  Marsyas  came,  and  what 
joy  Agrippa  had  from  what  be  said,  he  had  a 
suspicion  that  his  words  implied  some  great 
innovation  of  affairs,  and  he  asked  them  about 
what  was  said.      They  at  first  diverted  the 
discourse;    but    upon    his    farther    pre?sin^, 
Agrippa,  without  more  ado,  told  him,  for  bi- 
was  already  become  his  friend;  so  be  joine(3 
with  him  in  that  pleasure  which  this  news  oc- 
casioned,   because   it   would   be  fortunate  tc 
Agrippa,    and    made    him  a  supper:   but,  a> 
they  were  feasting,  and  llie  cups  went  about, 
there  came  one  who  said,  that  Tiberius  was 
still  alive,  and  would  return  to  the  city  in  a 
few  da_v8.      At  which  news  the  ctntnrion  was  i 
exceedingly   troubled,  because    he   bad  done  , 
what  might  cost  him  hip  life,  to  have  treated  | 
so  joyfully  a  prisoner,  and  this  upon  the  news  i 
of  the  death  of  C«^ar;  so  he  thrust  Agrippa 
from    the    couch  whereon   he  lay,  and  said, 
"  Dost  thou  think  to  cbeat  me  by  a  lie  about 
the  emperor  without  punishment?  and  s^halt 
not  thou  pay  for  this  thy  malicious  report  at 
the  price  of  tbine  head?"     AVhen  he  had  so 
said,  he  ordered  Agrippa  to  be  bound  again 
(for  he  had  loosed  bim  before),  and  kept  a 
severer  guard  over  him  than  formerly,  and  in 
that  evil  condition   was  Agrippa  that  night; 
but  the  next  day  the  rumour  increased  in  the 
city,  and  confirmed  the  news  that  Tiberius 
was  certainly  dead;  insomuch  that  men  durst 
now  openly  and    freely  talk  about  it;   nay, 
some  offered  sacrifices  on  that  account.      Se- 
veral   letters  also  came  from  Caius;  one  of 
thein  to  the  senate,  which  informed  them  of 
the  death  of  Tiberius,  and  of  his  own  entrance 
on  the  government ;  another  to  Piso,  the  go- 
vernor of  the  city,  which  told  hira  the  same 
thing.      He    also    gave    order    that  Agrippa 
should  be  removed  out  of  the  camp,  and  go 
to  that  bouse  were  he  lived  before  he  was 
put  in  prison ;  so  that  he  was  now  out  of  fear 
as  to  his  own  affairs;  for,  although  he  was 

•  The  name  of  a  lion  is  often  piven  to  tyrants,  espe- 
cially by  tlie  Jrus.  siictT  as  ^^ppa,  and  prubably  liis 
freed-nian  Mars^iis.  in  etlect  were.  Eztrk.  xix.  1,  9; 
I'sih.  \T.  l^^;  -i  TiKi-  ir,  17  They  are  also  sometimes 
cuiniiared  to.  or  rrpre^cTited  by.  wild  beasts,  of  which 
the  li»D  n  lb*  prinnpal,  Dan.  tU  3,  6)     Apoc  xiu.  1.2. 


still  in  custody,  yet  it  was  now  with  ease  to 
his  own  adairs.  Now,  as  soon  as  Caius  was 
come  to  Rome,  and  had  brought  Tiberius's 
dead  body  with  him,  and  bad  made  a  sumptu- 
ous  funeral  for  him,  according  to  the  lav\*s  of 
his  country,  he  was  much  disposed  to  set 
Agrippa  at  liberty  that  very  day  ;  but  Anto- 
nia  hindered  bim,  not  out  of  any  ill-will  lo 
the  prisoner,  but  out  of  regard  to  decency 
Caius,  lest  that  should  make  men  believe 
he  received  the  death  of  Tiberius  with  plea- 
sure, when  he  loosed  one  whom  be  bad  bound 
immediately.  However,  there  did  not  many 
days  pa>>s  ere  he  sent  for  him  to  his  house, 
and  had  him  shaded,  and  made  him  change 
his  raiment;  after  which  be  put  a  diadem 
upon  his  bead,  and  appointed  him  to  be  king 
of  the  tetrarchy  of  Philip.  He  also  gave  him 
the  tetcirchy  of  L)sjnias,f  and  changed  bis 
iron  chain  for  a  golden  one  of  equal  weight* 
He  albo  sent  MuruUus  to  be  procurator  of 
Judea. 

11.  Now,  in  the  second  year  of  the  reign 
of  Caius  Caesar,  Agrippa  desired  leave  to  be 
given  him  to  sail  home,  and  settle  the  affairs 
of  his  government;  and  he  promised  to  re- 
turn again  when  be  bad  put  the  rest  in  order, 
as  it  ought  to  be  put.  bo,  upon  the  empe- 
ror's permission,  he  came  into  his  own  coun- 
try, and  appeared  to  them  all  unexpectedly  as 
a  king,  and  thereby  demonstrated  to  the  men 
thai  saw  bim,  the  pow  er  of  fortune,  w  ben  they 
compared  his  former  poverty  with  his  present 
happv  atfiuence;  so  some  called  him  a  happj 
man;  and  others  could  not  well  believe  that 
things,  were  so  much  changed  with  him  for 
the  better. 


CHAPTER  Vn. 

HOW  HEnOD  THE  TETEABCH  WAS  BANISHED 

§  1.  But  Herodias,  Agrippa's  sister,  whc 
now  lived  as  wife  to  that  Herod  who  was  te- 
trarch  of  Galilee  and  Perea,  took  this  autho- 
rity of  her  brother  in  an  envious  manner,  par- 
ticularly when  she  saw  that  he  had  a  greater 
dignity  bestowed  on  him  than  her  husband 
had;  since,  when  he  ran  away,  he  was  not 
able  to  pay  his  debts;  and  now  he  was  come 
back,  it  was  because  he  was  in  a  way  of  dig- 
nity  and  of  great  fortune.  She  was  therefore 
grieved  and  much  displeased  at  so  great  a 
mutation  of  his  affairs;  and  chiefly  when  she 
saw  him  marching  among  the  multitude  with 
the  usual  ensigns  of  royal  authority,  she  was 
not  able  to  conceal  bow  miserable  she  was,  by 
reason  of  the  envv  she  had  towards  him;  but 
she  excited  her  husband,  and  desired  him  that 
he  would  sail  to    Rome,  to    court    honours 

+  Altlioiiph  Caius  now  promised  to  give  Agrippa  the 
lelrarchv  ot  I.ysatiias.  yet  wai  it  not  actuat)>  conferreo 
upon  bim  till  the  reipn  of  C'laudius,  aa  we  leam,  AoUq 
h.  xix.  cbap.  V.  sect  L 
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equal  toliis;  for  she  said,  that  she  could  not 
bear  to  live  any  longer,  while  Agrippa,  the 
son  of  that  Aristobulus  who  "as  condemned 
to  die  by  his  father,  one  ibat  came  to  her  hus- 
band in  such  extreme  poverty,  that  the  neces- 
saries of  life  were  forced  to  be  entirely  sup- 
plied him  day  by  day;  and  when  be  fled  away 
from  his  creditors  by  sea,  he  now  returned  a 
kii'g:  while  be  was  himself  the  son  of  a  binp, 
and  white  the  near  relation  he  Iwre  to  ro\aI 
auibority,  called  upon  him  to  gain  the  like 
dignity,  he  sat  still,  and  was  contented  with 
a  privater  life.  **  But  then,  Herod,  although 
thou  wast  formerly  not  coricerned  to  be  in  a 
lower  condition  than  thy  father,  from  whom 
tbou  wast  derived,  bad  been,  yet  do  !hou  now 
6eek  after  the  dignity  which  thy  kinsman  hath 
attained  to:  and  do  not  thou  bear  this  con- 
tempt, that  a  man  who  admired  thy  ricbes 
should  be  in  greater  honour  than  thyself, 
nor  fulfer  his  poverty  to  show  itself  able 
to  purchase  greater  things  than  our  abun- 
dance; nor  do  thou  esteem  it  other  than  a 
abameful  thing  to  be  inferior  to  one  who,  the 
other  day,  lived  upon  thy  charity.  But  let 
us  go  to  Rome,  and  let  us  spare  no  pains  nor 
expenses,  either  of  silver  or  gold,  since  they 
cannot  be  kept  for  any  better  use  than  for  the 
obtaining  of  a  kingdom." 

2.  But  for  Herod,  he  opposed  her  request 
at  this  time,  out  of  the  love  of  ease,  and  hav- 
ing a  suspicion  of  the  trouble  he  should  have 
■t  Rome;  so  he  tried  to  instruct  her  better. 
But  the  more  she  ?aw  him  draw  hack,  the 
more  she  pressed  him  to  it,  and  de*irt'd  him 
(o  leave  no  stone  unturned  in  order  to  be 
king:  and  at  last  she  left  lot  off  till  ^he  en- 
gaged him,  whether  he  would  or  not,  (o  be 
of  her  sentiments,  because  he  could  no  other- 
wise avoid  her  importunity.  So  he  got  all 
things  ready,  after  as  sumptuous  a  manner 
a£  he  wag  able,  and  spared  for  nothing,  and 
went  up  to  Rome,  and  took  Ueroilias  along 
with  him.  But  Agrippa,  when  he  was  made 
sensible  of  their  intentions  and  preparations, 
be  also  prepared  to  go  tbiifaer;  and  as  soon 
as  he  heard  tbey  set  sail,  he  sent  Fortunatus, 
one  of  his  freed-men,  to  Rome,  to  carry  pre- 
sents to  the  emperor,  and  letters  against  He- 
rod, and  to  give  Caius  a  particular  account 
of  those  matters,  if  he  should  have  any  op- 
portunity. This  man  followed  Herod  so 
quick,  and  had  so  prosperous  a  voyage,  and 
came  so  little  after  Herod,  that  while  Herod 
was  with  Caius,  he  came  himself,  and  deli- 
vered bis  letters;  for  they  both  sailed  to  I)i- 
ccarcbia,  and  found  Cains  at  Baiae,  which  is 
itself  a  little  city  of  Campania,  at  the  distance 
of  about  five  furlongs  from  Dicearchia.  There 
are  in  that  place  royal  palaces,  with  sump- 
tuous apartments,  every  emperor  still  endea- 
vouring to  outdo  his  predecessor's  magnifi- 
cence: the  place  also  afTords  warm  baths, 
that  spring  out  of  the  ground  of  their  own 
a^-curd,  which  are  of  advantage  for  the  recv- 


very  of  the  health  of  those  that  make  use  of 
them;  and,  besides,  they  minister  to  men's 
luiury  also.  Now  Caius  saluted  Herod,  for 
he  first  met  with  him,  and  then  Icokid  upon 
the  letters  which  Agrippa  had  sent  him,  and 
which  were  written  in  order  to  accuse  He- 
rod; wherein  he  accused  him,  that  he  bud 
been  in  confederacy  with  Sejanus,  against 
Tiberius's  government,  and  that  be  was  now 
confederate  with  Artabanus,  the  king  if  Par- 
tbia,  in  opposition  to  the  government  of 
Caius;  as  a  rlen'onstration  of  which,  he  al- 
leged that  he  had  armour  sufticient  for  seventy 
thousand  men  ready  in  his  armoury.  Caius 
WHS  moved  at  this  information,  and  asked 
Herod,  whether  what  ifas  said  shout  the  ar- 
mour was  true:  and  when  he  confessed  there 
was  such  armour  there,  for  he  could  not  deny 
the  same,  the  truth  of  it  being  too  notorious, 
Caius  took  that  to  be  a  sufficient  proof  of  the 
accusation,  that  he  intended  to  revolt.  So 
he  took  away  from  him  his  tetrarchy,  and 
gave  it  by  way  of  addition  to  Agrippa's  king- 
dom; he  also  gave  Herod's  money  to  Agrippa, 
and,  by  way  of  punishment,  awarded  him  a 
perpetual  banishment,  and  appointed  Lyons, 
a  city  of  Gaul,  to  be  his  place  of  habitation. 
But  when  he  was  informed  that  Herodias 
was  Agrippa's  sister,  he  made  her  a  present  o( 
what  mouey  was  her  own,  and  told  her  that 
it  was  her  brother  who  prevented  her  being 
put  under  the  same  calamity  with  her  hus- 
band. But  she  made  this  reply; — "Thou, 
indeed,  O  emperor  1  actest  after  a  magnifi- 
cent manner,  and  as  becomes  thyself,  in  what 
thou  offerest  me:  but  the  kindness  which  I 
have  for  my  husband  hinders  me  from  par- 
taking of  the  favour  of  thy  gift:  for  it  is  n<t 
just  that  I,  who  have  been  made  a  partner  in 
bis  prosperity,  should  forsake  him  in  his  mis- 
fortunes." Hereupon  Caius  was  angry  at 
her,  and  sent  her  with  Herod  into  banish- 
ment, and  gave  her  estate  to  Agrippa.  And 
thus  did  God  punish  Herodias  for  her  envy 
at  her  brother,  and  Herod  also  for  giving  ear 
to  the  vain  discourses  of  a  woman.  Kow, 
Caius  managed  public  affairs  with  great  mag- 
nanimity during  the  first  and  second  year  cf 
his  reign,  and  behaved  himself  with  such  mo- 
deration, that  he  pained  the  good-will  of  the 
Romans  themselves,  and  of  his  other  subjects. 
But,  in  process  of  time,  he  went  beyond  the 
bounds  of  hiunan  nature  in  his  conceit  of 
himself,  and,  by  reason  of  the  vastness  of  hia 
dominions,  ni:ide  himself  a  god,  and  took 
upon  himself  to  act  in  all  things  to  the  n- 
proach  of  the  Deity  itselt. 
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*'  CHAPTER  VIII. 

CDyCERNISG    THE    EMBASSAGE  OF  THE    JEWS 

TO  CAIUS;*    AND  HOW  CAIUS    SENT  PETBO- 

;  MC3  INTO    STRIA,  TO  MAKE  WAR  AGAINST 

'  THE   JEWS,  UNLESS  THEY  WOL'LD  EECEIVF 

•  HIS  STATUE. 

c 

§  I.  There  wts  now  a  tumult  arisen  at 
Alexandria,  between  tlie  Jewish  inhabitants 
and  the  Greeks ;  and  three  ambasj^adorst 
were  chosen  out  of  each  party  that  wore  at 
variance,  who  came  to  Caius.  Now  one  of 
tWse  ambassadors  from  the  people  of  Alex- 
andria was  Apion,  who  uttered  inany  b1as])he- 
rnies  againgt  the  Jews  ;  and,  among  other 
things,  that  he  said  he  charged  them  with  ne- 
glecting the  honours  that  belonged  to  Caesar; 
for  that  while  all  who  were  subject  to  the 
Soman  empire,  built  altars  and  temples  to 
Caius,  and  in  other  regards  universally  re- 
ceived him  as  they  received  the  gods,  these 
Jews  alone  thought  it  a  dishonourable  thing 
for  them  to  erect  statues  in  honour  of  him, 
es  well  as  to  swear  by  his  name.  Many  of 
these  severe  things  were  said  by  Apion,  by 
which  he  hoped  to  provoke  Calus  to  anger  at 
the  Jewp,  as  he  was  likely  to  be.  But  Philo, 
the  principal  of  the  Jewish  embassage,  a  man 
eminent  on  all  accounts,  brother  to  Alexan- 
der the  alabafcb,{  and  one  not  uniskilful  in 
philosophy,  was  ready  to  betake  himself  to 
make  his  defence  against  those  accusations; 
but  Caius  prohibited  him,  and  bade  him  be- 
gone: he  was  also  in  such  a  rage,  that  it  open- 
ly appeared  he  was  about  to  do  them  some 
very  great  mischief.  So  Philo,  being  thus 
a^ronted,  went  out,  and  said  to  those  Jews 
who  were  about  him,  that  they  should  be  of 
good  courage,  since  Caius's  words  indeed 
showed  anger  at  t-hem,  but  in  reality  had  al- 
ready set  God  against  himself. 

2.  Hereupon   Caius,  taking  it  very  beio- 

*  TbU  ia  a  moftt  r«markabt«  chapter,  as  ^oniaioioF; 
•ach  iDstanC4*sof  the  interposition  of  l*rurld*'nc«.  as  have 
bfen  always  Tery  rare  amon;;  the  other  idolalruos  n.itions, 
bat  ol  old  Trry  many  amon«  the  ponlerity  of  Abraham, 
the  worsbii'pcrsof  the  true  Qfid;  nnrrtolhesr  •eem  iniicb 
interior  to  tho«e  in  the  Old  Testament,  whwh  are  the 
Diorp  remarkable,  because,  amone  all  (heir  ottier  tuMit-s 
ard  vicea.  the  Jews  u-ere  not  at  Chit  time  idolaters:  and 
the  deliverances  here  nK-ntioord  were  done  in  order  lo 
prevent  their  relapse  ioto  thai  idolatrj'. 

+  Jusephus  here  assures  (is.  that  the  aritba9<ia<lDrs  from 
AU\arK]ria  to  Caius  were  on  earh  part  do  mure  than 
three  in  number,  for  the  Jews,  and  for  the  ttenliles, 
winch  are  hut  six  in  all:  whereas  I'bilo.  who  was  the 
phocipal  ambassador  from  the  JrW'%  as  Josepbus  h^re 
confesses  (as  was  Apion  for  the  GenttlceK  »a>s.tbe  Jews' 
amhasvidoTs  were  thern  selves  no  fewer  thaa  five,  towards 
the  end  of  his  legation  to  Caius.-  which,  if  there  be  no 
■Dislake  in  the  copies,  must  be  supposed  th*^  truth;  nor, 
in  that  ca*e.  would  Josephas  have  contradicted  so  au- 
tb«ut:c  a  witness,  had  be  seen  that  account  of  Philo's; 
which,  that  he  ever  did  does  not  appear. 

I  This  AlexanHer,  the  alah:irch,  or  governor  of  the 
Jews,  at  AlfXiindna.  and  hrothei  to  Philo.  is  supposed, 
by  Bishon  IVarsnn,  in  AcL  Apust.  p.  41.  4i,  to  be  the 
HtOie  witn  that  AVxandpr  who  is  mentioned  by  Si. 
iiJikc,  a«  bf  Uie  kindred  of  thr  bicb-prw»U,  Aeti  iv.  & 


oiisly  that  he  should  be  thus  despised  by  the 
Jews  alone,  sent  Petronius  to  be  president 
of  Syria,  and  successor  in  the  government  to 
Vitellius,  and  gave  him  order  to  make  an  in- 
vasion into  Judea,  with  q  great  body  of  troops, 
and,  if  they  would  admit  of  bis  statue  wil- 
lingly, to  erect  it  in  the  temple  of  God;  but, 
if  they  were  ob^^tinate,  to  conquer  them  by 
war,  and  then  to  do  it.  Accordingly,  Petro- 
nius took  the  government  of  Syria,  and  made 
haste  to  obey  Caesar's  epistle.  He  got  to- 
gether as  great  a  number  of  auxiliaries  as  he 
possibly  could,  and  took  with  him  two  legions 
of  the  Roman  army,  and  came  to  Ptotemais, 
and  there  wintered,  as  intending  to  set  about 
the  war  in  the  spring.  lie  also  Vrote  word 
to  Caius  whftt  he  had  resolved  to  do;  who 
commended  him  for 'his  alacrity,  and  ordered 
him  to  go  on,  and  to  make  war  with  them,  in 
case  they  would  not  obey  his  commands.  But 
there  came  many  ten  thousands  of  the  Jews 
to  Petronius,  to  Ptolemais.  to  offer  their  pe- 
titions to  him,  that  he  would  not  compel  them 
to  transgress  and  violate  the  law  of  their  fore* 
fathers;  "but  if,"  said  they,  *' thou  art  en- 
tirely resolved  to  bring  this  statue,  and  erect 
it,  do  thou  first  kill  us,  and  then  do  what  thou 
hast  resolved  on,  for,  while  we  are  olive,  we 
cannot  permit  such  things  as  are  forbidden  us 
to  be  done  by  the  authority  of  our  legislator, 
and  by  our  forefathers'  determination  that 
such  prohibitions  are  instances  of  virtut." 
But  Petronius  was  angry  at  them,  and  said, 
"  If  indeed  I  were  myself  emperor,  and  were 
at  liberty  to  follow  my  own  inclination,  and 
then  bad  designed  to  act  thus,  these  your 
words  would  be  justly  spoken  to  me;  but  now 
Cxsar  hath  sent  to  me,  I  am  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  being  subservient  to  his  decrees, 
because  a  disobedience  to  them  will  bring 
upon  me  inevitable  destruction."  Then  the 
Jews  replied,  **  Since,  therefore,  thou  art  so 
disposed,  O  Petronius !  that  thou  wilt  not 
disobey  Caius's  epistles,  neither  will  we  trans- 
gress the  commands  of  our  law ;  and  as  we 
depend  upon  the  excellency  of  our  laws,  and, 
by  the  labours  of  our  ancestors,  have  con- 
tinued hitherto  without  suffering  them  to  be 
transgressed,  we  dare  not  by  any  means  suf- 
fer ourselves  tx)  be  so  timorous  as  to  transgress 
those  laws  out  of  the  fear  of  death,  which 
God  hath  determined  are  for  our  advantage; 
and,  if  we  fall  into  misfortunes,  we  will  bear 
thera,  in  order  to  preserve  our  laws,  as  know- 
ing that  those  who  expose  themselves  to  dan- 
gers, have  good  hope  of  escaping  them;  be- 
cause God  will  stand  on  our  side,  when,  out 
of  regard  to  him,  we  undergo  afflictions,  and 
sustain  the  uncertain  turns  of  fortune.  But, 
if  we  should  submit  to  thee,  we  should  be 
greatly  reproached  for  our  cowardice,  as 
thereby  showing  ourselves  ready  to  transgress 
our  law;  and  we  should  incur  the  great  anger 
of  God  also,  who.  even  thyself  being  judge, 
ia  superior  t*  Caius.** 
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3.  'WTien  Petronius  saw  by  their  words  tbat 
tiieir  determination  was  har<l  to  be  removed, 
and  tbat,  without  a  war,  be  should  not  be  able 
to  be  subservient  to  Caius  in  the  dedication 
of  bis  statue,  and  that  there  naust  be  a  great 
deal  of  bloodshed,  he  took  his  friends,  and 
fbe  servants  that  were  about  him,  and  basted 
to  Tiberias,  as  wanting  to  know  in  what  pos- 
ture the  affairs  of  the  Jews  were;  and  nmiiy 
ten  thousands  of  the  Jews  met  Petronius 
again,  when  he  was  come  to  Tiberias.  These 
thought  they  must  ran  a  mighty  hazard  if 
tbey  should  have  a  war  with  the  Koraans,  but 
'udged  that  the  transgression  of  the  law  was 
of  much  grpater  consequence,  and  made  sup- 
plication to  him,  that  he  would  by  no  means 
reduce  them  to  such  distresses,  nor  deBle  their 
city  with  the  dedication  of  the  statue.  Then 
Petronius  said  to  them,  "  Wll  you  then  make 
war  with  Ca!sar,  « ithout  considering  his  great 
preparations  for  war,  and  your  own  weak- 
ness?" They  replied,  "  Vi'e  will  not  by  any 
means  make  war  with  him;  but  still, we  will 
die  before  we  see  our  laws  transgressed."  So 
they  threw  themselves  down  upon  their  faces, 
and  stretched  out  their  throats,  and  said  they 
were  ready  to  be  slain;  and  this  they  did  for 
forty  days  together,  and  in  the  mean  time  left 
off  the  tilling  of  their  ground,  and  that  while 
the  season  of  the  year  required  them  to  sow 
it.*  Thus  they  continued  firm  in  their  reso- 
lution, and  proposed  to  themselves  to  die  wil- 
lingly, rather  than  to  see  the  dedication  of 
the  statue. 

4.  ArVhen  matters  were  in  this  state,  Aristo- 
bulus,  king  Agrippa's  brother,  and  Helcias 
the  Great,  and  the  other  principal  men  of  that 
family  with  them,  went  in  unto  Petronius, 
and  besought  him,  that,  since  he  .saw  the  re- 
solution of  the  multitude,  he  would  not  make 
any  alteration,  and  thereby  drive  them  to  de- 
spair; but  would  write  to  Caius,  that  the  Jews 
had  an  insuperable  aversion  to  the  reception 
of  the  statue,  and  how  tbey  continned  with 
bim,  and  left  off  the  tillage  of  their  ground: 
that  they  were  not  willing  to  go  to  war  with 
him,  because  tbey  were  not  able  to  do  it,  but 
were  ready  to  die  with  pleasure,  rather  than 
suffer  their  laws  to  be  transgressed;  at;dhow, 
npon  the  land's  continuing  unsown,  robberies 
would  grow  up,  ou  the  inability  they  would 
be  under  of  paving  their  tributes;  and  that 
perhaps  Caius  might  be  thereby  moved  to 
p'-ty,  and  not  order  any  barbarous  action  to 
i>e  done  to  them,  nor  think  of  destroving  the 
nation:  that  if  he  continues  inflexible  in  his 
former  opinion  to  bring  a  war  upon  them,  he 
may  then  set  about  it  himself.  And  thus  did 
Aristobulus,  and  the  rest  with  him,  suppli- 

•  What  Jofephlis  here,  and  se:t.  6,  relates  ks  done  hy 

the  Jews  before  seed-ttme,  is,  in  IMiUo.  *'  not  tar  oil'  llie 
lime  when  the  corn  vras  ripe."  wim.  as  Le  Clerc  notes, 
diirer  here  one  from  the  oiher.  This  18  another  indica- 
tion that  Josepbus.  when  he  wrote  this  arcuuiit.  had  not 
■een  I'bilo's  Legat  ad  Caiuui,  otbttrwise  ha  would  hardly 
have  herein  di^ered  fniD  bus 


cate  Petronius.  So  Petronius,  f  partly  OB 
account  of  the  pressing  instances  which  Aris- 
tobulus aud  the  rest  with  him  ntade,  and 
bet:ause  of  the  great  consequence  of  what  they 
desired,  and  the  earnestness  wherewith  they 
made  their  supplication, — partly  on  account 
of  the  firmness  of  the  opposition  made  by  tbt 
Jews,  which  he  saw,  while  he  thought  it  • 
horrible  thing  for  him  to  be  such  a  slave  to 
the  madness  of  Caius,  as  to  slay  so  many  ten 
thousand  men,  only  because  of  their  religious 
disposition  towards  God,  and  after  that  to 
pass  his  life  in  expectation  of  punishment; 
Petronius,  I  say,  thought  it  muth  better  t^ 
send  to  Caius,  aud  to  let  him  knovvhow  ifitole^ 
rable  it  was  to  him  to  bear  the  anger  he  mi^hl 
have  against  him  for  not  serving  him  sooner,, 
in  obedience  to  his  epistle,  for  that  perhaps 
he  might  persuade  him ;  and  that  if  this  muS 
resolution  continued,  he  might  then  begin  the 
war  against  them;  nay,  that  in  case  he  shoult 
turn  his  hatred  against  himself,  it  was  fit  (bl 
virtuous  persons  even  to  die  for  the  sake  oT 
such  vast  multitudes  of  men.  Accorriingljr 
he  determined  to  hearken  to  the  petitions  iii' 
this  matter.  " 

5.   He    then  called  the  Jews  together  iff 
Tiberias,  who  came  many  ten  thousands  in 
number;  he  also  placed    that   army  be  now 
had  with  him  opposite  to  them;  but  did  not 
discover  his  own  meaning,  hut  the  commands 
of  the  emperor,  and  told  them  that  his  vvralb 
would,  without  delay,  be  executed  on  such  ai> 
had  the  courage  to  disobey  «  hat  he  had  com-' 
manded.  and  this  immediately;    aud  that  it 
Has  fit  for  him  who  had  received  so  great  a 
dignity  by  his  grant,  not  to  contradict  him  in 
any  thing: — "yet  (said  he)  I  do  nut  think  it' 
just  to  have  such  a  regard  to  my  ov»-n  safety 
and  honour,  as  to  refuse  to  sacrifice  them  for 
your  preservation,  who  are  so  many  in  mira- 
ber,  atid  endeavour  to  preserve  the  regard  thai 
is  due  to  \our   law;  which  as  it  bath  come 
down  to  \cta  from  your  forefathers,  so  do  vou 
esteem  it  worthy  of  your  utmost  contention 
to  preserve  it:  nor,  with  the  supreme  assist- 
anre  aud  power  of  God,  will  I  be  so  bardj;^' 
as  to  su.fer  vour  temple  to  fall  into  contenipl.' 
hy  the  means  of  the  imperial  autboriry.     "f] 
will,  tltrefore,  send  to  Caius,  and  let  hiia 
know  what    your  resolutions  are,    and    will 
assist  \our  suit  as  far  as  I  am  able,  that  yoil 
luav  rot  be  exposed  to  suffer  on  account  •r 
the  honest  designs  yoj  have  proposed  to  your-* 
sfUi-s;  and  may  God  be  your  assistant,  fof 
his  authority  is  bevond  all  the  contrivance  and 
power  of  men;  and  may  he  procure  you  th«- 


+  This  Puhlius  retronins  was  after  this  still  president 
of  Syria,  under  Claudius,  and,  at  llie  desire  of  A,;rippa« 
published  a  severe  decree  against  the  iiiliabitanis  of 
llura.  who.  in  a  sort  of  imitation  of  Cains,  had  set  op  a 
Btalue  of  CIai:dinsin  a  Jewish  sjnagogue  there.  Thit 
decree  iseslaitt  h.  sis.  ch.  vi.  secL3;  and  greatly  coo* 
firms  the  present  accounts  of  Josephiis,  aa  do  the  utbet 
decrees  ol  Cii^ndius,  rttalinc  tu  tl  e  Jewish  alijair&,b.sul 
cb.  T-  KcL  3.  3.  li>  which  I  refer  'Jie  ruqulailiv*  I 
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preservation  of  your  Ancient  laws,  and  may 
not  he  be  deprived,  though  without  your  con- 
sent, of  hiB  accustomed  honours.  But  if 
Caius  be  irritated,  and  turn  the  violence  of 
hi's  rage  upon  me,  I  will  rather  undergo  all 
that  danger  and  that  affliction  that  may  come 
either  on  my  body  or  my  soul,  than  Fee  so 
many  of  you  perish,  while  vou  ure  acting  in 
BO  excellent  a  umiiner.  Do  }0u,  therefore, 
every  one  of  you,  go  your  way  about  your 
own  Ofcupalions,  an<i  fall  to  the  ctiltivfttion 
of  ujiir  ground;  I  will  myself  eend  to  Kotne, 
and  will  not  refuse  to  serve  you  in  all  things, 
both  i)v  myself  and  by  my  friends." 

<>.  When  Pelronius  bad  ssiid  thi?,  and  hud 
Hi^ini-«sed  the  assembly  of  the  Jews,  Le  de- 
firetl  the  principal  of  them  to  take  care  of 
rlr-'ir  husbandry,  and  to  *peiik  kindly  to  the 
p.'(!p!e:  and  encourage  them  to  have  good  hope 
»•!  (heir  affairs.  Thus  did  he  readily  bring 
the  nniltitnde  to  be  cheerful  ag;iin.  And  now 
<  ul  G<hI  show  his  pre!?ence*  to  Pctronius,  and 
«ii:nit\  to  him,  that  he  would  aH'ord  him  his 
N-i-'i-taiiee  in  his  whole  desigti;  for  he  bad  nu 
'.i'l'Mer  tnii<!!hed  the  speech  that  he  made  to  the 
J.*w^,  but  (Jo<i  sent  down  great  sliowcrs  of 
vam,  contrary  to  human  expectation;  lor  that 
liav  WHS  H  clear  da\,  and  gave  no  sign,  by  the 
nptte»r.ittre  of  the  skv,  of  any  ruin;  nav,  the 
\>  ht.le  \ear  had  been  subject  to  a  great  drought, 
afd  made  men  despair  ot  any  water  from 
Hbuve.  even  when  at  any  time  they  saw  the 
he.iviiiH  overcast  with  clouds;  iMSonuirh,  that 
when  siirh  a  great  qimnlity  of  rain  came,  and 
that  in  an  unusual  manner  and  without  any 
lit  her  expectation  of  it,  the  Jews  hoped  that 
IVtroiilus  would  by  no  means  fail  in  his  pe- 
tition for  them.  But  as  to  Petronius,  be  was 
iiiij.'htily  surprised  when  he  perceived  that 
Cjud  evidently  took  care  of  the  Jews,  and 
gave  very  plain  signs  of  his  appearance, f  and 
this  to  such  a  degree,  that  those  that  were  in 
earnest  much  inclined  to  the  contrary,  had 
\ni  power  left  to  contradict  it.  Thi?  was  aUo 
am^'iMg  those  other  particulars  which  he  wrote 
to  Caius,  which  all  tended  to  dissuade  him, 
and  by  all  means  to  entreat  him  not  to  make 
!-o  many  ten  thousands  of  these  men  go  dis- 
tracted; whom,  if  he  should  slay  (for  without 
war  they  would  by  no  means  suffer  the  laws 
of  their  worship  to  be  set  aside)  he  would  lose 
the  revenue  they  paid  him,  and  would  be 
publicly  cursed  by  them  ior  all  iuture  ages. 
Moreover,  that  God  who  was  their  governor, 
had  i,hown  bis  power  most  evidently  on  their 
account,  and  that  such  a  power  of  bis  as  left 

•  Jo«ephug   here   nsrs  the   solemn   New  Teslameot 
Words,  ir«ffl»'^i«  ami  ir'9«>ua>  tlie  pirsmte  and  uj'ptar-  > 
ance  of  God.   for  ihe  t-xtrji.rdinary  nianirfttlation  uf  liis  [ 
power  and  pruvid^ncr  tn  IVtronilis.  by  striHint;  rain  in  a  I 
Imie  uf  distress,  imined  alely  upon  tlie  rr»u|iitiun  he  had  i 
taken  to  preserve  1b«r  tempi**  nnpollut'-d,  at  the  haz.ird 
of  his  own  life,  wilhonl  any  nlher  nur^icilltnisapppHranre 
^t  all  III  tbal  ci'se:   which  Wfll  drst-rves  lo  lur  Taken   no~ 
tic*-  of  Wrv.  und  ^  e.  tl)  iHiislrulet  seveial  kxii,  boUi  tii 
U>e  Old  tind  Nt-w  Te»iBiiient 
♦  Itcv  UiB  pnoediiii;  nute-  ^  ^   ' 


no  room  for  doubt  about  it; — and  this  was 
the  business  that  Pctronius  was  now  engaged 
in. 

7.  But  king  Agrippa,  who  now  lived  at 
Rome,  was  more  and  more  in  the  fa\our  of 
Caius;  and  when  he  had  once  made  him  a 
supper,  and  was  careful  to  exceed  all  others, 
both  in  expenses  and  iri  such  preparatiot:s  as 
might  contribute  most  to  his  pleasure;  nav, 
it  was  so  far  from  the  ability  of  others,  that 
Caius  himself  could  never  ccpial.  much  less 
exceed  it  (such  rare  had  he  taken  before* 
hand  to  exceed  all  men,  and  purticulai  Iv  to 
make  all  agreeable  to  Ciesar);  hereupon  Cuius 
admired  his  understanding  and  magnilicencc, 
that  he  should  force  himself  to  d*)  all  to  please 
him,  even  beyond  such  expenses  as  he  could 
bear,  and  was  desirous  not  to  be  behind 
Agrippa  in  that  generosity  which  he  exerted,  in 
order  to  please  him.  So  <.'aius,  when  he  had 
diank  wine  pleiitifully.  and  was  merrier  than 
ordinary,  said  thus  during  the  feast,  when 
Agrippa  had  drank  to  himr — "  1  knew  before 
now  X  how  great  a  respect  thou  hast  had  for 
MIC,  nird  how  great  kindness  thou  hast  shown 
me.  though  with  those  hazards  to  thyself, 
which  thou  nnderwefitest  under  Tiberius  on 
that  account ;  nor  hast  thou  omitted  any  thing 
to  show  thy  eood-will  towards  us,  even  lie- 
yond  thy  ability;  whence  it  would  be  a  base 
thing  for  me  to  be  conquered  l>y  thy  ajrection, 
I  am  therefore  desirous  to  make  thee  amends 
for  every  thing  in  which  !  have  been  formerly 
<leficient;  for  all  that  1  have  bestow  cd  on 
thee,  that  may  be  called  J'nj  tji/ts,  is  but  little. 
Kvery  thing  that  may  contribute  to  thy  hap- 
piness shall  he  at  thy  service,  and  that  cheer- 
fully, and  so  far  as  my  ability  will  reach;" — 
and  this  was  what  C'aius  said  to  Agrippa, 
thinking  ho  would  ask  for  some  large  coun- 
try, or  the  revenues  of  certain  cities;  but, 
although  he  had  prepared  beforehand  what 
he  would  ask,  yet  hart  he  not  discovered  his 
intentions,  but  made  this  answer  to  Caius  im- 
mediately, that  it  was  not  out  of  any  expecta- 
tion of  gain  that  he  formerly  paid  his  respects 
to  him.  contrary  to  the  commandg  of  Tibe- 
rius, nor  did  he  now  do  any  thing  relating 
to  him  out  of  regard  to  his  on^'ti  advantage, 
and  in  order  to  receive  any  thing  from  him: 
that  the  gifts  be  had  already  bestowed  upon 
him  were  great,  and  beyoiul  the  hopes  of  even 
a  crBTing  man;  for  although  they  may  be 
beneath  thy  power  [who  art  the  donotj,  yet 
are  they  greater  than  mv  inclination  and  dig- 
nity, who  am  the  receiver; — and,  as  Caius 
was  astonished  at  Agrippa's  inclinations,  and 
still  the  more  pressed  him  to  make  his  request 
for  somewhat  which  he  might  gratify  him 
with,  Agrippa  replied,  **  Since  thou,  O  my 
Lord,  declarest  such  is  thy  readiness:  to  grant. 
that  1  am  worthy  of  thy  gifts,  I  will  ask  no- 

X  This  behaviour  of  Caius  to  Aerippa,  is  very  like  that 
of  Her.^J  AnlipUR,  his  iinrlc.  lo  llfrudiaa.  A^iippa'k  sifr- 
Uir,  »tK)Ut  John  the  Baptist.  Man.  xit.  C^JL 
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thing  relating  to  my  own  felicity;  for  what 
thuu  ba^^t  already  bestowed  on  me  has  made 
me  excel  therein;  but  I  desire  somewhat 
^hich  may  mnke  thee  glorious  for  piety,  and 
render  the  Divinity  assistant  to  thy  designs, 
and  may  be  fur  an  honour  to  me  among  those 
that  inquire  about  it,  as  showing  that  I  never 
once  fail  of  obtaining  what  1  desire  of  thee; 
for  my  petition  is  this,  that  thou  wilt  nu 
longer  think  of  the  dedication  of  that  statue 
\vhi<b  thou  hast  ordered  to  be  set  up  in  the 
Jewish  temple  by  Petrunius." 

8.  And  thus  did  Agrippa  venture  to  cast 
the  die  upon  this  occasion,  so  great  was  the 
affuir  in  his  opinion,  and  in  reality,  though  he 
knew  how  dangerous  a  thing  it  was  so  to 
speak;  for,  had  not  Caius  appruved  it.  it  had 
tended  to  no  less  than  the  loss  of  his  life. 
So  Caius,  who  was  mightily  taken  with 
Agrippa'e  obliging  behaviour,  and  on  other 
accounts  thinking  it  a  dishonourable  thing  To 
be  guilty  of  falsehood  before  so  mnny  wit- 
nesses, in  points  wherein  he  had  with  such 
ilacrity  forced  Agrippa  to  be<onie  a  petitioner, 
iiid  that  it  would  luok  as  if  he  had  already 
repented  of  what  be  had  said,  aiid  because  be 
crcatly  admired  Agrippa's  virtue,  in  not  de- 
siiing  bini  at  all  to  augment  his  own  domi- 
nions, either  with  larger  revenues,  or  other 
authority,  but  took  care  of  the  public  tranquil- 
lity, of  the  laws,  and  of  the  Divinity  itself;  be 
granted  him  what  he  requested.  He  also  wrote 
thus  to  Petronius,  commending  him  for  his 
i^^sembling  bis  army,  and  then  consulting  him 
about  these  affairs.  '*  If,  therefore,''  said  he, 
"  tliou  bast  already  erected  my  statue,  let  it 
stand;  but  if  thou  bast  not  \et  dcdiciited  it,  do 
not  trouble  thyself  farther  about  it,  but  dismiss 
ihy  army,  go  back,  and  take  care  of  those 
nffaiis  which  I  sent  thee  about  at  first,  for  I 
have  now  no  occasion  for  the  erection  of  that 
statue.  This  1  have  granted  as  a  favour  to 
Agrippa,  a  man  whom  I  honour  so  ver\  preatl) , 
that  I  am  not  able  to  contradict  what  he 
would  have,  or  what  he  dtsired  me  to  do  for 
him."  And  this  was  wliat  Cains  wrote  to 
Petronius,  whi<h  was  before  he  received  his 
letter,  informing  him  that  the  Jews  were  very 
ready  to  revolt  about  this  statue,  and  that 
they  seemed  resolved  to  threaten  war  against 
the  Romans,  and  nothing  else.  ^Vhen  there- 
fore Caius  was  much  displeased  that  any  at- 
tempt should  be  made  against  his  government, 
as  he  was  a  slave  to  base  and  vicious  actions 
on  all  occasions,  and  bad  no  regard  to  whjtt 
was  virtuous  and  honourable,  and  against 
whomsoever  he  resolved  to  show  bis  anger, 
and  that  for  any  cause  whatsoever,  he  sufft-red 
ant  himself  to  be  restrained  by  any  admoni- 
tion, but  thought  the  indulging  his  anger  to 
•jt  a  real  pleasure,  he  wrote  thus  to  Petronius: 
— **  Seeing  thou  esteemest  the  presents  made 
thee  by  the  Jews  to  be  of  grenter  \alue  tbim 
Tiy  commands,  and  art  grown  insolent  eiiciuph 
c  be  flubservienc  tu  their  pleasure,  I  cbur^d 


tbee  to  become  tby  Ows  judge;  and  to  consider 

what  tbou  art  to  do,  now  thou  art  under  my 
displeasure:  for  1  will  make  tbee  an  example 
to  the  present  and  to  all  future  ages,  that  they 
may  not  dare  to  contradict  the  commands  of 
their  emperor." 

9.  This  was  the  epistle  which  Caius  wroti 
to  Petronius;  but  Petronius  did  not  receive 
it  while  Caius  was  alive,  that  ship  which  car- 
ried it  sailed  so  slow, that  other  letters  came  to 
Petronius  before  this,  by  which  be  understood 
that  Caius  \*as  dead;  for  God  would  not 
forget  the  dangers  Petronius  had  undertaken 
on  account  of  the  Jews,  and  of  his  own 
honour.  But  when  he  had  taken  Caius  away, 
out  of  bis  indigmation  of  what  he  had  :o  in- 
solently attempted,  in  assuming  to  himself 
divine  worship,  both  Rome  and  all  that  do- 
minion conspired  with  Petronius,  especially 
those  that  were  of  the  senatorian  order,  to 
give  Caius  his  due  reward,  beca\tse  be  hitd 
been  unmercifully  severe  to  them;  for  he  died 
not  long  after  be  had  written  to  Petronins 
that  epistle  which  threatened  him  with  death. 
But  as  for  the  occasion  of  his  death,  arid  tl  e 
nature  of  the  plot  against  Lim,  1  shall  relait: 
them  in  the  progress  of  this  narration.  >ioa. 
that  epistle  which  informed  Petronius  cf 
Caius's  death  came  first;  and  a  little  al'.er- 
ward  came  that  which  commanded  him  to  kill 
himself  with  his  own  hands.  "Whereupon  he 
rejoiced  at  this  coincidence  as  to  the  death  of 
Cains,  and  admired  God's  providence,  wlio, 
without  the  least  delay,  and  immedialelv.  ga\e 
him  a  rewnrd  for  the  regard  he  had  to  the 
temple,  and  the  assistance  heaflforded  the  Jews 
for  avoiding  the  dangers  they  were  in.  And 
by  this  means  Petronius  escaped  that  danger 
of  death  which  bt  could  not  foresee. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

WHAT  ££FFL  1  HE  J^S  THAT  WERE  IN  BA- 
BYLON ON  OCCASION  OF  ASINELS  AND  ANI- 
LELS,  TWO  ERLTHREN. 

§  1.  A  VERY  sad  calamity  now  befel  the 
Jews  that  were  in  Mesopotamia,  and  especially 
those  that  dwelt  in  Babylonia.  Inferior  it 
was  to  none  of  the  calamities  which  had  gone 
iiefore,  end  came  together  with  a  great  slaugh- 
ter of  them,  and  that  greater  than  an^  upon 
record  before;  concerning  all  which  1  shall 
speak  more  accurately,  and  shall  explain  the 
occasions  whence  these  miseries  can.e  upon 
them.  There  was  a  city  of  Bab\ Ionia  called 
Neerria;  not  onlv  a  very  populous  one,  but 
one  that  had  a  good  and  large  ttintory  about 
it;  and,  besides  its  other  advantages,  full  of 
men  also.  It  was,  besides,  not  easily  to  be 
assaulted  by  enemies,  fi<»m  the  river  Enphrutea 
enrompassii:g  it  all  round,  and  from  the  walls 
that  werv  built  about  it.     Th»^e  was  als>7  the 
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citv  Nisibi?,  situafe  on  the  same  current  of  the 
river.  For  u  hich  reason  the  Jews,  depending' 
on  the  luttural  strength  of  these  places,  de- 
posited in  them  that  half  shekel  which  every 
one,  by  the  custom  of  our  country,  offers 
unto  God,  as  well  as  they  did  other  things 
rii'voled  to  biin  ;  for  they  made  use  of  these 
cities  as  a  treasury,  whence,  at  a  proper  time, 
thev  were  transmitted  to  Jerusalem;  and 
in;uiy  ten  thousand  men  undertook  the  carriage 
of  tliose  donations,  out  of  fear  of  the  ravages 
of  the  Parthians,  to  whom  the  BabUonians 
were  then  subject.  Nov,  there  were  two 
men,  Asineus  and  Anileus,  of  the  city  Neerda 
by  birth,  and  brethren  to  one  another.  They 
were  destitute  of  a  father;  and  their  mother 
put  them  to  learn  the  art  of  weaving  curtains. 
it  not.  I;eing  esteemed  a  disgrace  among  them 
for  men  to  be  weavers  of  cloth.  Now,  he 
that  taught  them  that  art,  and  was  set  over 
them,  complained  that  they  came  too  hite  to 
their  work,  and  punished  them  with  stripes; 
but  they  took  this  just  punishment  as  an 
affront,  and  carried  off  all  the  weapons  which 
were  kejit  in  that  house,  which  were  not  a 
few,  and  went  irito  a  certain  place  where  was 
ft  partition  of  the  rivers,  and  was  a  place  na- 
turally very  fit  for  the  feeding  of  cattle,  and 
for  preserving  such  fruits  as  were  usunlly  la'd 
up  Hg;tinst  winter.  The  poorest  tort  of  the 
young  men  aUo  resorted  to  them,  whom  they 
armed  with  the  weapons  they  had  gotten,  ant' 
became  their  captains;  and  nothing  hindered 
them  from  being  tbeir  leaders  into  mischief; 
for,  as  soon  as  they  were  become  invincible, 
ami  had  built  them  a  citadel,  they  sent  to 
Buch  as  fed  cattle,  and  ordered  tliem  to  pay 
them  so  much  tribute  out  of  them  as  might 
be  sulTirient  for  their  maintenance,  proposing 
al^o  that  they  would  be  their  friends,  if  thev 
would  submit  to  them,  and  that  they  would 
defend  them  from  all  their  other  enemies  on 
every  side;  but  that  they  would  kill  the  cattle 
ot  those  that  refused  to  obey  them.  So  they 
hearkened  to  their  proposals  (for  they  could 
do  nothing  else),  and  sent  them  as  many  sheep 
as  were  required  of  them;  whereby  their 
forces  grew  greater,  and  they  became  lords 
over  all  they  pleased,  because  they  marched 
suddenly,  and  did  them  a  mischief,  insomuch 
that  every  body  who  had  to  do  with  them 
chose  to  pay  them  respect;  and  they  became 
formidable  to  such  as  came  to  assault  them, 
till  the  report  about  them  came  to  the  ears 
of  the  king  of  Parthia  himself. 

2-  But  when  the  governor  of  Babylonia 
understood  this,  and  had  a  mind  to  put  a  stop 
to  them  before  they  grew  greater,  and  before 
greater  mischiefs  should  arise  from  them,  he 
pot  together  as  great  an  army  as  he  could, 
bothof  Parthians  and  Babylonians,  and  march- 
ed against  them,  thinking  to  attack  them  tuid 
destroy  them  before  any  one  should  carry  them 
the  news  that  he  had  got  an  army  together. 
He  then  eacamptd  at  a  lak^,  and  lay  still; 


but  on  the  next  day  fit  was  the  Sahbath.  which 
is  among  the  Jews  a  day  cf  rest  from  all  sort^ 
of  uork)  he  supposed  that  the  enemy  would 
not  dare  to  fight  him  thereon,  but  that  be 
would  take  them  and  carry  them  away  prison- 
ers, without  lighting.  lie  therefore  proceeded 
gradually,  and  thought  to  fall  upon  them 
on  the  sudden.  Now  Asineus  was  sitting 
with  the  rest,  and  their  weapons  lay  by  tlitm; 
upon  which  he  said,  **  Sirs,  1  hear  a  neighing 
of  horses;  not  of  such  as  are  feeding,  but 
such  as  have  men  on  their  backs;  1  also  hear 
such  a  noise  of  their  bridles,  that  I  am  afraid 
that  some  enemies  are  coming  upon  us  to  en- 
compass ns  round.  However,  let  somebody 
go  to  look  about,  and  make  *  report  of  what 
reality  there  is  in  the  present  state  of  things; 
and  may  what  I  have  said  prove  a  false 
alfirm!"  And  when  he  had  said  this,  some 
of  them  went  out  to  spy  out  what  was  the 
matter;  and  they  came  again  immediately, 
and  said  to  him,  that  **  neither  hast  thou  been 
mistaken  in  telling  us  what  our  enemies  were 
doing,  nor  will  those  enemies  permit  us  to 
be  injurious  to  people  any  longer.  "Wc  are 
caught  by  their  intripues  like  brute  beasts, 
and  there  is  a  1  irpe  body  of  cavalry  marching 
upon  us,  while  we  are  destitute  of  hands  to 
defend  ourselves  withal,  because  we  are  re- 
strained from  doing  it  by  the  prohibition  of 
our  law,  which  obliges  us  to  rest  [on  this 
dav]."  But  Asineus  did  not  by  any  means 
agree  with  the  opinion  of  his  spy  as  to  what 
was  to  be  done,  but  thought  it  more  agreeable 
to  the  law  to  pluck  up  their  spirits  in  this  ne- 
cessity they  were  fallen  into,  and  break  their 
law  by  avenging  themselves,  although  they 
should  die  in  the  action,  than  by  doing  no- 
thing to  please  their  enemies  in  submitting  to 
be  slain  by  them.  Accordingly,  he  took  up 
his  weapons,  and  infused  courage  into  thopc 
that  were  with  him  to  act  as  courageously  as 
himself.  So  they  fell  upon  their  enemies, 
and  slew  a  great  many  of  them,  because  they 
despised  them,  and  came  as  to  a  certain  vic- 
tory, and  put  the  rest  to  flight. 

3.  But  when  the  news  of  this  fight  came 
to  the  king  of  Parthia,  he  was  surprised  nt 
the  boldness  of  these  brethren,  and  was  desi- 
rous to  see  them  and  speak  with  them.  He 
therefore  sent  tiic  most  trusty  of  all  his  guard? 
to  say  thus  to  them: — *'  That  king  Artalia- 
nus,  although  he  had  been  unjustly  treated 
l)y  you,  who  have  made  an  attempt  against 
his  government,  yet  hath  be  more  regard 
to  vour  courageous  behaviour  than  to  the 
anger  he  bears  to  you.  and  hath  sent  me  to 
give  you  his  right  handf  and  security;  and 

•  'E*irrrMeTM9  is  here,  and  in  very  irany  otiier  glares 
■>r  Jn>ef>hiifl.  ••  iriimeiliatcl^  al  hniid.'*  and  is  to  he  k,) 
iX)iouiidril.  a 'I  lifss,  ii  a.  w  licit  f^ome  fal'^Iy  prpiei.ded 
Ili;il  "-I.  I'aiil  li:ut  eaid.  riUit-r  liv  «urd  of  louiitti  nr  hy 
on  fi>i>1li-.  ur  l»v  h.>Ih,  •'  l!:«t  tlif-'ri^y  nl  Clirixt  wns  iBO- 
rii**diately  »i  liand;"  for  stiM  St-  I'nnt  did  tlien  plainly 
ttiiTik  Ihiit  day  not  very  manv  yfais  future. 

+  The  juininc  ol  the  riqtit  iiatnls  «as  esteemeJ  amoni; 
Uic  I'ersiaoA  CaDtirartbiausJ  m  particular. a  most  mvii>. 
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he  jHTmits  you  to  come  to  him  safelv,  end 
Aiilbotit  any  viuk-nce  upon  the  road,  ai'd  Le 
>xaiU£  to  ha\e  \ou  addre&s  yourselvc-s  to  hiui 
as  Irieiiiis,  without  meaning  an\  guile  or  de- 
ceit  to  }ou.  lie  al»>  promises  to  make  \ou 
preK:nts,  and  to  pay  you  those  respects  uhich 
will  make  an  acidition  uf  his  pouer  to  your 
courage,  and  thereby  l>c  of  advantage  tu  you." 
Tet  did  A^ineiis  hiiuself  put  otT  his  journey 
thither,  hut  Mrnt  his  brother  Anileus  with  all 
tu<.-li  pre!»cnts  as  he  could  procure.  So  be 
went,  and  was  admitted  to  the  king's  pre- 
sence, and  when  Artalii:^us  S£U'  Aniieus  com- 
iiig  alone,  b«  inquired  into  the  reason  why 
Asineui  avoided  to  oome  along  with  hnn ; 
Biid  when  he  understood  that  he  was  afraid, 
and  staid  by  the  lake,  he  took  an  oath,  by  the 
gude  of  bis  country,  that  he  would  do  them 
nu  harm,  if  they  came  tc  him  upon  the  assu- 
ranies  be  gave  them,  and  gave  him  bis  right 
hand.*  This  is  of  the  greatest  force  there 
with  ail  these  barbarians,  and  affords  a  lirm 
security  to  those  w ho  converse  with  them ;  for 
jione  of  them  will  deceive  jou  when  once  they 
have  given  you  their  right  hands,  nor  will  any 
one  doubt  their  fidelity,  when  that  is  once 
given,  even  though  they  were  before  suspected 
of  injustice.  ^Vben  Artabanus  had  done  this, 
he  sent  away  Anileus  to  persuade  hia  brother 
to  come  to  him.  Kow  this  the  king  did,  be- 
cause he  wanted  to  curb  his  own  goxcrnors of 
provinces  by  the  courage  of  these  Jewish 
brethren,  lest  they  should  make  a  league  with 
them;  for  they  were  ready  for  a  revolt,  and 
were  disposed  to  rebel,  bad  they  been  sent  on 
an  expedition  against  them.  He  was  also 
afraid,  lest  when  be  was  engaged  in  a  war,  in 
order  to  sulMJue  those  guvernoi  s  of  provinces 
that  had  revolted,  the  i>arty  of  Asineus  and 
those  in  Babylonia  should  be  augmented,  and 
either  make  war  upon  him  when  they  should 
bear  of  that  revolt,  or,  if  they  should  be  dis- 
appointed in  that  case,  they  would  not  fail  of 
doing  farther  mischief  to  him. 

4.  M'hen  the  king  had  these  intentions,  be 
sent  away  Anileus;  and  Anileus  prevailed  on 
bis  brother  [to  come  to  the  king],  when  he 
had  related  to  him  the  king's  good-will,  and 
the  oath  that  he  had  taken.  Accxirdingly,  they 
made  ba^te  to  go  to  Artabanus,  wborrceived 
them,  when  they  were  come,  with  pleasure, 
and  admired  Asinens's  courage  in  the  actions 
he  hatl  done,  and  this  because  be  was  a  little 
man  to  see  to.  and  at  first  sight  appeared  con- 
temptible also,  and  such  as  one  might  deem  a 
person  of  no  value  at  all.  He  also  said  to 
bis  friends,  how,  i.pon  the  comparison,  he 
showed  bis  soul  to  he,  in  all  respects,  superior 
to  his  hodj  ;  and  wl  en,  as  they  were  drinking 
together,  he  once  showed  Asineus  to  Abdaga- 


lable  obligation  to  fidrlity,  aj  Dr.  Huditon  hrrr  ohsrrTrs, 
and  refers  »o  Ihe  culon  enTaf*   on  JtisUn.  I».  xi.  cfi.  xv. 
fvT  il9  ronbrn  al:on.     \\  e  Uun  Olecl  wittl  tbe  ItLe  UK 
of  it  in  Jii6e[jtajs 
*  Sec  Ibe  above  note. 


ses,  one  of  the  generals  of  bis  army,  and  told 
him  his  najue,  and  described  the  grcHt  cou- 
rage he  was  of  in  war,  and  Abdagases  had  de- 
sired leave  to  kill  him,  and  thereby  to  indict 
upon  bira  a  piniisbment  for  those  injuries  he 
had  done  to  the  Parthian  government,  the 
king  replied,  "1  will  never  give  thee  leave  to 
kill  a  man  who  bath  depended  on  my  faith, 
especially  not  after  1  have  sent  him  mv  right 
hand,  and  endeavoured  to  gain  his  beliet  by 
oaths  irade  by  the  gods.  But,  if  thou  beest 
a  truly  warlike  man,  thou  standest  not  in  need 
of  my  perjury.  Go  thou  then,  and  avenge 
Ifae  I'arihian  government;  attack  this  man, 
when  he  is  returned  back,  and  conquer  him 
by  the  forces  that  are  under  thy  couinmnd, 
without  my  privity."  Hereupon  the  king 
called  for  Asineus,  and  said  to  him,  "  It  is 
time  for  thee,  O  thou  young  manl  to  ret  urn 
home,  and  nut  provoke  the  indignation  of  my 
generals  in  this  place  any  farther,  lest  thcj 
attempt  to  murder  thee,  and  that  without  my 
approbation.  I  commit  to  thee  the  country 
of  Babylonia  in  trust,  that  it  may,  by  thy 
care,  be  preserved  free  from  robbers,  and  from 
other  mischiefs.  1  have  kept  my  faith  in\io- 
lable  to  thee,  and  that  not  in  triding  affairs, 
but  in  those  that  concerned  thy  safely,  and  do 
therefore  deserve  thou  shouldst  be  kind  to 
me."  %Vhen  he  had  said  this,  and  gi\en 
Asineus  some  presents,  he  sent  him  away 
immediately;  who,  when  he  was  come  home, 
built  fortresses,  end  became  great  in  a  little 
time,  and  managed  things  nitfa  such  courage 
and  success,  as  no  other  person,  that  had  no 
higher  a  beginning,  ever  did  before  him. 
Those  Parthian  governors  also,  who  «ere  sent 
that  way,  paid  kirn  great  respect;  aid  the 
honour  that  was  paid  him  by  the  Babylonians 
seemed  to  them  too  small,  and  beneath  his 
deserts,  although  he  were  in  no  small  dignity 
and  power  there:  nay,  indeed,  all  the  alTairi 
of  Mesopotamia  depended  upon  bim;  and  be 
more  and  uiore  flourished  in  this  bappy  con- 
dition of  bis  for  fifteen  years. 

5,  But  as  their  ailairs  were  in  so  fiourish- 
ing  a  state,  there  sprang  up  a  calamity  among 
them  on  the  fuUouing  occasion.  AVben  once 
ibey  bad  deviated  from  that  course  of  virtue 
whereby  they  had  gained  so  great  power, 
they  afi'ronted  and  transgressed  the  laws  of 
their  forefathers,  and  fell  under  the  domi- 
nion of  their  lusts  and  pleasures.  A  certain 
Parthian,  who  came  as  general  of  an  army 
into  those  psrts,  had  a  wife  follouing  bim, 
who  bad  a  vast  reputation  for  other  accom- 
plishments, and  particularly  was  admired 
a'tjove  all  other  women  for  her  beauty.  Ani- 
let.s,  the  brother  of  Asineus,  either  heard  of 
that  bcr  beaujy  from  others,  or  perhaps  saw 
her  himseit'  also,  end  so  became  at  once  her 
lover  and  her  enemy;  partly,  because  he  could 
not  hope  to  enjo>  this  witmaii  but  by  obtain- 
ing power  o^'ef  her  as  a  captive,  and  partlj 
bentuse  he  tlought  he  could  i>ot  couauer  bm 
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inclination?  for  her.     As  soon,  therefore,  as 
her  husband  hud  been  declared  an  enemy  to 
them,  and  was  fallen  in  the  battle,  the  widow 
of  the  deceased  was  married  to  this  her  lover. 
However,    this    woman    did    not    come    into 
their  house  without  producing  great  misfor- 
tunes, both  to  Auileus  himself,  and  to  Asi- 
neus  also;   but  brought  great  mischiefs  upon 
tiiein  on  the  occasion  following.      Since  she 
WIS  \^d  away  captive,   on  the  death  of  her 
husband,  she  concealed  the  images  of  those 
gods  which  were  their  country  gods,  common 
to  her  husband  and  to  herself:  now  it  is  the 
cu5toin*  of  that  country. for  all  to  have  the 
idols  they  worship  in  their  own  houses,  and 
to  carry  them  along  with  them  when  they  go 
into  a  foreign  land;  agreeably  to  which  cus- 
tom of  theirs  she  carried  her  idols  with  her. 
Now,  at  6rst  she  performed  her  worship  to 
them   privately,  but   when  she  was   become 
Anileus's  married  wife,  she  worshipped  them 
til  her  accustomed  manner,  and  with  the  same 
appointed  ceremonies  which  she  used  in  her 
former    husband's    days ;    upon   which    their 
most  esteemed  friends  blamed  him  at  first 
that  he  did  not  act  after  the   manner  of  the 
Hebrews,  nor  perform  what  was  agreeable  to 
tbeir  laws,  in  marrying  a  foreign   wife,  and 
one  th«.    transgressed  the  accurate  appoint. 
Bients  of  tlieir  sacrifices  and  religious  cere- 
monies;  that  he   ought  to  consider,  lest  by 
allowing    himself  in  many   pleasures    of  the 
body,  he  might  lose  his   principality  on  ac- 
eount  of  the  beauty  of  a  wife,  and  that  hi,.'h 
•utbority  which,  by  God's  blessing,  he  had 
arrived  at.     But  when  they  prevailed  not  at 
nil  upon  him,  he  slew  one  of  them  for  whom 
he  had  the  greatest  respect,  because  of  the 
liberty  he  took  with  him;   who,  when  he  was 
<l\ing,  out  of  regard  to  the  laws,  imprecated 
a   punishment    tipon    his    murderer   Anileus, 
and  upon  Asineiis  also,  and  that  all  their  com- 
panions might  come  to  a  like  end  from  their 
enemies;  upon  the  two  first  as  the  principal 
actors  of  this  wickedness,  and  upon  the  rest 
83  those  that  would  not  assist  him  when  he 
suifered  in  the  defence  of  their  laws.     Now 
these  latter  were  sorely  grieved,  yet  did  they 
tolerate   these  doings,   because  they  remem- 
bered  that  they  had  arrived  at  tbeir  present 
bappy  state  by  no  other  means   than   their 
fortitude.     But  when  they  also  heard  of  the 
worship  of  those  gods  whom  the   Parthlans 
«dore,  they  thought  the  injury  that  Auileus 
offered   to   their  laws   was   to    he    borne   no 
longer ;  and  a  greater  number  of  them  came  to 
Asineu?,  and   loudly  complained  of  Anileus, 
and  told  him.  that  it  had  been  well  that  he 
bad  of  himself  seen  what  vras  adi-antageous 


•  This  custom  of  the  Mesopotamians  to  carry  their 
llO!l«;hot(1-i:iMlsalonzwith  Them  whererer  they  trareMe^. 
t^  AH  i4it  a.  the  da>«  uf  Jacuh.  when  Itachel  his  wife  ttid 
the  *aine  ('ien.  ixvi.  19.  30 — ^Jo);  n.ir  m  it  to  (iitsa  here 
Onob^erveit.  wh.it  irreat  tnt^erieii  came  nti  thf«e  Jews, 
because  thev  anlfered  -toe  of  tiieT  le.rlera  tu  martyan 
idolmtrous  wife,  cnnlrary  to  tlve  law  of  Mi»»««.  OJ  ivliicb 
^paU^  aec  the  note  oa  b  X-^  ell.  v.  sect   i. 


to  them;  but  that,  howeTer,  it  was  now  high 
time  to  correct  what  had  been  done  amiss, 
before  the  crime  that  had  been  committed 
proved  the  ruin  of  himself  and  all  the  rest  of 
them.  They  added,  that  the  tnarriage  of  this 
woman  was  made  without  their  consent,  and 
without  a  regard  to  their  old  laws;  and  that 
the  worship  which  this  woman  paid  [to  her 
gods]  was  a  reproach  to  the  God  whom  they 
worshipped.  Now  Asineus  was  sensible  of 
his  brother's  oCTence.  th.^t  it  had  been  already 
the  cause  of  great  mischiefs,  and  would  be  so 
for  the  time  to  come;  yet  did  he  tolerate  the 
same  from  the  good-will  he  bad  to  so  near  a 
relation,  and  forgiving  it  to  him,  on  account 
that  his  brother  was  q'lite  overborne  by  his 
wicked  inclinations.  But  as  more  and  more 
still  came  about  him  every  day,  and  the  cla- 
mours about  it  became  greater,  he  at  length 
spake  to  Anileus  about  these  clamours,  re- 
proving him  for  his  former  actions,  and  de- 
siring him  for  the  future  to  leave  them  off, 
and  seinl  the  woman  back  to  her  relations. 
But  nothing  was  gained  by  these  reproofs ; 
for,  as  the  woman  perceived  what  a  tumult 
was  made  among  the  people  on  her  account, 
and  was  afraid  for  Anileus,  lest  he  should 
come  to  any  harm  for  his  love  to  her,  she  in- 
fused poison  into  Asineus's  food,  and  thereby 
took  him  off,  and  was  now  secure  of  prevail- 
ing when  her  lover  was  to  be  judge  of  what 
should  he  done  about  her. 

6.  So  Anileus  took  the  government  upon 
himself  alone,  and  led  his  army  against  the 
villages  of  Mithridates,  who  was  a  man  ol 
principal  authority  in  Parthia,  and  had  mar- 
ried king  Artabanus's  daughter;  he  also  pltin- 
ilercd  them,  and  among  that  prey  was  found 
much  money,  and  many  slaves,  as  also  a  great 
number  of  sheep,  and  many  other  things, 
which,  when  gained,  make  men's  condition 
happy.  Now,  when  Mithridates,  who  was 
there  at  this  time,  heard  that  his  villages  were 
taken,  he  was  very  much  displeased  to  find 
that  Anileus  had  first  begun  to  injure  him, 
and  to  affront  him  in  his  present  dignity, 
when  he  had  not  offered  any  injury  to  him 
beforehand:  and  he  got  together  the  greatest 
bodv  of  horsemen  he  was  able,  and  those  out 
of  that  number  which  were  of  an  age  fit  for 
war,  and  came  to  fight  Anileus :  and  when 
he  was  arrived  at  a  certain  village  of  his  own, 
he  lay  still  there,  as  intending  to  fight  him  on 
the  day  follou-ing,  because  it  was  the  Sabbath, 
the  day  on  which  the  Jews  rest-  And  when 
Anileus  was  informed  of  this  by  a  Syrian 
stranger  of  another  village,  who  not  only  gava 
him  an  exact  account  of  other  circumstances, 
but  told  him  where  Mithridates  would  have  a 
feast,  he  took  his  supper  at  a  proper  time,  and 
marched  by  night,  with  an  intent  of  falling 
upmi  the  Parthians  while  they  were  unap- 
prised what  they  should  do;  to  he  fell  upon 
them  about  the  fourth  watch  of  the  night 
uul  some  of  them  be  slew  while  tbey  wer 
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asleep,  »nd  others  he  put  to  flight,  and  took 
JI;ihri(l:itf?  ;ilivc,  and  set  him  uakeil  upon  an 
ass,*  which,  among  the  Parthians,  is  est.'eined 
the  greatest  reproach  possible.  And  when 
be  had  brought  him  into  a  wood  wah  such  a 
reselution,  and  his  friends  detired  Iiim  to  kill 
Miibridates,  he  soon  told  them  his  own  mind 
to  the  contrary,  and  said,  that  it  was  not  ri^ht 
to  kill  a  man  who  was  of  o::e  of  the  principal 
families  among  the  Parthians,  and  greatly  ho- 
noured with  matching  into  the  royal  family; 
that  so  far  as  they  had  hitherto  gone  was 
tolerable;  for  although  they  had  injured  !Mi- 
thridates,  yet  if  they  preserved  his  life,  this 
benefit  would  be  remembered  by  him  to  the 
advantage  of  those  tliat  gave  it  him  ;  but  that 
if  he  were  once  put  to  cle»th.  the  king  would 
not  be  at  rest  till  be  had  maile  a  great  slaugh- 
ter of  the  Jews  that  dwelt  at  Hab_\lon;  "to 
whose  safety  we  ought  to  have  a  regard,  both 
on  account  of  our  reUtion  to  tlH'ni,  and  he- 
cause,  if  any  misfortune  befal  us,  we  have  no 
other  place  to  retire  to,  since  be  bath  gotten 
the  flower  of  their  youth  under  him."  ISv 
this  thought,  and  this  speech  of  his  made  in 
council,  be  persuaded  them  to  act  according- 
ly ;  so  Mitbridates  was  let  go.  But.  w  hen 
be  was  got  away,  his  wife  reproached  him, 
that  although  he  was  son-in-law  to  the  king, 
he  neglected  to  avenge  himself  on  those  that 
hnd  injured  him,  while  be  took  no  care  about 
it,  but  was  contented  to  have  been  made  a 
captive  by  the  Jews,  and  to  ha\e  escaped 
them;  and  she  bade  him  either  to  go  back 
like  a  man  of  courage,  or  else,  she  sware  by 
the  gods  of  their  royal  family,  that  she  would 
certainly  dissolve  her  marriage  with  him. 
Upon  which,  partly  because  he  could  not 
bear  the  daily  trouble  of  her  taunts,  and  part- 
ly because  he  was  afraid  of  her  insolence,  lest 
she  should  in  earnest  dissolve  their  marriage, 
be  unwillingly,  and  against  his  inclinations, 
got  together  again  as  great  an  array  as  he 
could,  and  marched  along  with  them,  as  him- 
self thinking  it  a  thing  not  to  be  borne  any 
longer,  that  he,  a  Parchian  should  owe  his 
preservation  to  the  Jews,  when  they  bad  been 
too  bard  for  hini  in  the  war. 

7.  But  as  soon  as  Anileus  understood  that 
Mitbridates  was  marching  with  a  great  armv 
against  him,  he  thought  it  too  ignominious  a 
thing  to  tarry  about  the  lakes,  and  not  to  take 
the  first  opportunity  of  meeting  his  enemies, 
and  be  hoped  to  have  the  same  succe^s,  anil 
to  beat  their  enemies  as  they  did  before  ;  as 
also  be  ventured  boldly  upon  the  like  attempts. 
Accordingly  he  led  out  his  army ;  and  a 
great  many  more  joined  themselves  to  that 
army,  in  order  to  betake  themselves  to  plun- 
der  the  people,  and  in  order   to  terrify  the 

•  Thin  rtistom  in  Svria  ind  M^flopntamia.  of  s^ttinz 
mm  Dpon  an  •■'«,  bv  naj  of  dis<racr,  is  sitl)  tr-pi  up  ^i 
Damascus  io  Svria.  where,  in  or'ir  lo  show  the  r  dr. 
•pilf  afiainsi  the  C^^l*'ialls,  !he  Turks  will  not  salTr-r 
tliem  to  hire  horses,  hni  as^rs  only.  whtMi  ttt,>«  go  ahro.id 
tn  see  Um  ceiifilrT.  m«  Mr  MaBodi'd  aaMires  ua,  ^  I'Mi, 


enemy  again  by  their  numbers.  But  wbeit 
they  had  marched  niriety  furlongs,  while  tbff 
road  had  been  through  dry  [and  sand)]  places, 
and  about  the  midst  of  the  day.  they  were  be- 
come very  thirsty:  aiid  Mitbridates  appeared, 
and  fell  upon  them,  as  they  were  in  distress 
for  want  of  water,  on  which  account,  and  on 
arcoiint  of  the  time  of  the  day,  they  were  not 
able  to  bear  their  weapons.  So  Anileus  and 
his  men  were  put  to  an  ignominiuu*  rout, 
while  men  in  despair  were  to  attack  those  that 
were  fresh,  and  in  good  plight;  so  a  great 
■laughter  was  made,  atid  many  ten  thousand 
men  fell.  Now  Anileus,  and  all  that  stood 
firm  about  him,  ran  away,  as  fast  as  they  were 
able,  into  a  wood,  and  afforded  Mitbridates 
the  pleasure  of  having  gained  a  great  victory 
over  them.  But  there  now  «ime  in  to  Ani- 
leus a  conflux  of  bad  men,  who  regarded  their 
owu  lives  very'  little,  if  they  might  but  gain 
some  present  ease,  insomuch  that  they,  by 
thus  coming  to  hijn,  compensated  the  multi- 
tude of  those  that  perished  in  the  fight.  Yet 
were  not  these  men  like  to  those  that  fell, 
because  they  were  rash,  and  unexercised  in 
war;  however,  with  these  he  came  upon  the 
villages  of  the  Babylonians,  and  a  mighty  de- 
vastation of  all  things  was  made  there  by  the 
injuries  that  Anileus  did  them.  So  the  Ba- 
bylonians, and  those  that  had  already  been  in 
the  war,  sent  to  Neerda  to  the  Jews  there, 
and  demaiided  Anileus.  But,  although  theyr 
did  not  agree  to  their  demands  (tor  if  they 
hud  been  willing  to  deliver  him  up  it  wa* 
not  in  their  power  so  to  do) ;  yet  did  they  de- 
sire to  make  peace  with  them.  To  which  the 
other  replied,  that  they  also  wanted  to  settle 
conditions  of  peace  with  them,  ai,d  sent  men 
together  with  the  Babylonians,  who  discoursed 
with  Anileus  about  them.  But  the  Babylo- 
nians, upon  taking  a  view  of  his  situation,  and 
having  learned  where  Anileus  and  his  men 
lay,  fell  secretly  upon  them  as  they  were 
driitik  and  fallen  asleep,  and  slevv  uU  that  thev 
caught  of  them  without  any  fear,  and  killed 
AnUeus  himself  also. 

8.  The  Babylowian&  were  now  freed  frora 
Anileus's  heavy  incursions,  which  harl  been  a 
great  restraint  to  the  effects  of  that  hatred 
they  bore  to  the  Jews:  for  they  were  almost 
always  at  variance,  by  reason  of  the  contra- 
riety of  their  laws;  and  which  party  soever 
grew  boldest  before  the  other,  they  assaulted 
the  other:  and  at  this  time  in  particular  it 
was.  that  upon  the  ruin  of  Anileus's  party,  the 
Babylonians  attacked  the  Jews,  which  made 
those  Jews  so  vehemently  to  resent  the  inju- 
ries they  received  from  the  Babylonians,  that, 
being  neither  able  to  fight  them,  nor  bearing 
to  live  with  them,  they  went  to  Seleucia.  the 
principal  city  of  those  parts,  which  was  built 
by  Seleucus  Nicator.  It  was  inhabited  by 
many  of  the  ^lacedonimis,  but  by  more  of  tks 
Grecians;  not  a  tew  of  the  Syrians  also  dwelt 
titete;   and    thither   did    the   Jews  fiy,  aul 
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livcil  ther?  five  years  without  any  misfortunes. 
But.  on  the  sixth  year,  a  pestilence  cauie  upon 
the?e  at  Babylon  which  occasioned  new  re- 
niovals  of  men's  habitations  out  of  that  city  ; 
an'l  because  they  came  to  Seleucia,  it  h.ip- 
peiied  that  a  still  heavier  calamity  came  upon 
thein  on  that  account, — which  I  am  going  to 
relrtte  inimediutelv. 

9.  Now  the  way  of  livinp  of  the  people  of 
Seleucia,  who  were  Greeks  and  Syrians,  was 
commonly  quarrelsome,  and  full  of  discords, 
tbnu;;h  the  Greeks  were  too  hard  for  the  S%-- 
rians.  When,  therefore,  the  Jews  were  come 
thither,  and  dwelt  amon^  them,  there  aro«e  a 
•edition;  and  the  Syrians  were  too  hard  for 
the  other,  by  the  assistance  of  the  Jews,  who 
are  men  that  despised  dangers,  and  very  readv 
to  fight  upon  any  occasion.  Now,  when  the 
Greeks  had  the  worst  in  this  sedition,  and 
saw  that  they  had  but  one  way  of  recoverinp 
their  former  authority,  and  that  was,  if  they 
couUl  prevent  the  agreement  between  the 
Jews  and  the  Syrians,  they  every  one  discours- 
ed with  siu'h  of  the  Syrians  as  were  formerly 
their  nrquaintaiice,and  promised  they  would  be 
at  peace  and  friendship  with  them.  Accord- 
ingly, they  gladly  agreed  so  to  do;  and  when 
this  was  done  by  the  principal  men  of  both 


nations,  they  soon  airreed  to  a  rcronciliatioi ; 
and  when  they  were  so  agreed,  they  both 
knew  thit  the  great  design  of  such  their 
union,  would  be  tl)eir  common  hatred  to  \he 
Jews.  Accordincly  they  fell  upon  them,  and 
slew  a)>out  fifty  thousand  of  them;  nay,  the 
Jews  were  all  destroyed  excepting  a  few  who 
escaped,  either  by  the  compassion  which  their 
friends  or  neighbours  afforded  them  in  order 
to  let  them  tly  a\vay.  These  retired  to  Cte- 
siphon.  a  Grecian  city,  and  situated  near  to 
Seleucia,  where  the  king  [of  Parthia]  lives 
in  winter  every  year,  and  where  the  greatest 
part  of  his  riches  are  deposited;  but  the  Jews 
had  lere  no  certain  settlement,  those  of  Se- 
leucia having  little  concern  for  the  king's  ho- 
nour. Now  the  whole  nation  of  the  Jews 
were  in  fear  iKJth  of  the  Babylonians  and  of 
the  Seleucians,  because  all  the  Syrians  that 
live  in  those  places  agreed  with  the  Seleucians 
in  the  war  against  the  Jews  ;  so  the  most  of 
them  gathered  themselves  tocether,  and  went 
to  Neerda  and  Nisibis,  and  obtained  security 
there  by  the  strength  of  those  cities;  besides 
which,  their  inhabitants,  who  were  a  great 
many,  were  all  warlike  men.  And  this  was 
the  state  of  the  Jews  at  this  time  in  Baby- 
lonia. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

HOW  CAIt^S*  WAS  SLAW  «T  CREREA. 

§  I.  Now  this  Caiusf  did  not  demonstrate 
his  madness  in  offering  injuries  onlv  to  the 
Jews  at  Jerusalem,  or  to  those  that  dwelt  in 
the  neighbourhood,  but  suffered  it  to  extend 

•  In  this  anil  thf  next  three  ctiapten  we  have.  I  think, 
a  l^^reef  an.)  n;.ire  di<tin<;t  -m-mint  of  the  slau^iileriir 
Ouiiift.  anfl  llie  succession  of  ClaiidinA.  thjn  we  have  nf 
any  siicii  anc  ent  farts  whatsoever  elsewhere  Some  of 
the  or-casi'.ns  .if  which  probahly  were.  Jusephns^s  hitter 
liatrwd  against  ttrannv;  and  the  pleasutv  he  t<«k  in 
lEivinz  the  histor>  of  the  slat)i;liter  of  snch  a  barharons 
tyrant  as  was  this  Cains  Cali(^iiia.  as  also  the  deli  vet  ance 
Ms  own  nation  had  bvlhat  slan7hter.  of  which  he  speaks, 
•ect,.^.  tiufethM-  with  the  ereal  intimacy  he  had  with 
^'fippa.  Jiioiur.  whose  lather  was  deeply  concerned  m 
the  -idva'iceinent  of  Claudius  upon  the  dea'h  of  Cains; 
Imm  whc.  Aeripoa.  jniiior.  Josephus  might  be  full? 
iaJbtne<t  of  tuts  hinljry. 

^  (halted  Caitguia  ky  the  Uomaaa. 


itself  through  all  the  earth  and  sea,  so  tar  ra 
was  in  subjection  to  the  Romans,  and  filled  it 
with  ten  thousand  mischiefs;  so  inanv  indeed 
in  number  as  no  former  history  relates.  But 
Rome  itself  filt  the  most  dismal  effects  oi 
what  he  did.  while  he  deemed  that  not  to  be 
any  way  more  honnurable  than  the  rest  of  the 
cities;  but  he  pulled  and  hauled  its  other 
citizens,  but  especially  the  senate,  and  parti- 
cularly the  nobility,  and  such  as  had  been  dig. 
nified  by  illustrious  ancestors;  he  also  had 
ten  thousand  devices  against  such  of  the 
equestrian  order,  as  it  was  styled,  who  were 
esteemed  by  the  citizens  equal  in  dignity  and 
wealth  with  the  senators,  because  out  of 
them  the  senators  were  themselves  chosen; 
these  he  treiteti  after  an  it:fu>ininious  man- 
ner, aTid  removed  them  out  of  his  wav  while 
they   were  at  once  slain,   and  their   wealth 
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plundereil;  because  be  slew  men  generally, 
in  order  to  seize  on  their  riches.  He  aUu 
asserted  bis  own  divinity,  and  insisted  on 
greater  honours  to  be  paid  him  by  bis  sub- 
jects than  are  due  to  mankind.  He  also  fre- 
quented th.it  temple  of  Jupiter  which  they 
style  the  Cupitol,  which  is  with  them  the  most 
boly  of  all  temples,  and  had  boldness  enough 
to  call  himself  the  brother  of  Jupiter.  And 
other  pranks  he  did  like  a  madman  ;  as  when 
be  laid  a  bridge  from  the  city  Dicearchia. 
which  belongs  to  Campania,  to  Misenum, 
another  city  upon  the  sea-side,  from  one  pro- 
montory to  another,  of  the  length  of  thirty 
furlongs  as  measured  over  the  sea.  And 
this  was  done  because  he  esteemed  it  to  be  a 
most  tedious  thing  to  row  over  in  a  small 
ship,  and  thought  withal  that  it  became  him 
to  make  that  bridge,  as  be  was  lord  of  the 
sea,  and  might  oblige  it  to  give  marks  of  obe- 
dience as  well  as  the  earth ;  so  be  enclosed 
the  whole  bay  within  his  brid^'e,  and  drove 
bis  chariot  over  it;  and  thought  that  as  he  Wiis 
a  god,  it  was  fit  for  him  to  travel  over  such 
rotids  as  this  was.  Nor  did  he  abstain  from 
the  plunder  of  any  of  the  Grecian  temples, 
and  gave  order  that  all  the  engravings  and 
sculptures,  and  the  rest  of  the  ornaments  of 
the  statues  and  donations  therein  dedicated, 
should  be  brought  to  him,  saying,  that  the 
best  things  ought  to  be  set  nowhere  hut  in 
the  best  place,  and  that  the  city  of  Rome  was 
that  best  place.  He  also  adorned  his  own 
bouse  and  his  gardens  with  the  curiosities 
brought  from  those  temples,  together  with  the 
bouses  he  lay  at  when  he  travelled  all  over  Italy : 
whence  he  did  not  scruple  to  give  a  command 
that  the  statue  of  Jupiter  Olympius,  so  called 
because  be  was  honoured  at  the  Olympian 
games  by  the  Greeks,  which  was  the  work  of 
Phidias  the  Athenian,  should  be  brought  to 
Rome.  Yet  did  not  he  compass  his  end.  be- 
Ciiuse  the  architects  told  Memmius  Regulus, 
who  was  commanded  to  remove  that  statue  of 
Jupiter,  that  the  workmanship  was  such  as 
wonld  be  spoiled  and  would  not  bear  the  re- 
moval. It  was  also  reported  that  Memmius, 
both  on  that  account,  and  on  account  of  some 
such  mighty  prodigies  as"are  of  an  incredible 
,  witure.  put  off  the  taking  it  down,  and  wrote 
if  to  Caius  those  accounts,  as  his  apology  for 
not  having  done  what  his  epistle  required  of 
him;  and  that  when  he  was  thence  in  danger 
of  perishing,  he  was  saved  by  Caius  being  dead 
himself,  before  he  had  put  him  to  death. 

2.  Nay,  Caius's  madness  came  to  this  height, 
that  when  he  had  a  daughter  born,  he  carried 
her  into  the  capitol,  and  put  her  upon  the 
knees  of  the  statue,  and  said  that  the  child 
was  common  to  him  and  to  Jupiter,  and  de- 
termined that  she  had  two  fathers. — but  which 
of  these  fathers  were  the  greatest,  he  left 
undetermined  ;  and  yet  mankind  bore  him  in 
such  his  pranks.  He  also  ga\  e  leave  to  sUve> 
to  accuse  their  masters  of  any  crimes  whatso-  i 


ever  tbey  pleased;  for  all  such  accusations 
were  terrible,  because  they  were  in  great  part 
made  to  please  him,  and  at  his  suggestion,  ; 
insomuch  that  Pollux,  Claudius's  slave,  had. 
the  boldness  to  lay  an  accusation  against 
Claudius  himself;  and  Caius  v%-as  not  ashamed 
to  be  present  at  bis  trial  of  life  and  death,  to 
bear  that  trial  of  bis  own  uncle,  in  hopes  of 
being  able  to  take  bira  off,  although  be  did 
not  succeed  to  his  mind :  but  when  be  bad 
filled  the  whole  habitable  world  which  he 
governed,  with  false  accusations  and  miseries, 
and  had  occasioned  the  greatest  insults  of 
slaves  against  their  masters,  who  indeed,  in  a 
great  measure  rule«I  them,  there  were  many 
secret  plots  now  laid  against  him  ;  some  in 
anger,  and  in  order  for  men  to  revenge  them- 
selves, on  account  of  the  miseries  they  had 
already  undergone  from  him  ;  and  others  made 
attempts  upon  him,  in  order  to  take  him  off 
before  they  should  fiill  into  such  great  miseries, 
while  bis  death  came  very  fortunately  forjhe 
preservution  of  the  laws  of  all  men,  and  had 
a  great  in6uence  upon  the  public  Welfare: 
and  this  happened  most  happily  for  our  nation 
in  particular,  which  had  almost  utterly  perish- 
ed if  he  bad  not  been  suddenly  slain  ;  and  I 
confess  I  have  a  mind  to  give  a  full  account 
of  this  matter  particularly,  because  it  will  af- 
ford great  assurance  of  the  power  of  God,  and 
great  comfort  to  those  that  are  under  afflic- 
tions, and  wise  caution  to  those  who  think 
their  happiness  will  never  end,  nor  bring  them 
at  length  to  the  most  lasting  miseries,  if  they 
do  not  conduct  their  lires  by  the  principles  c' 
virtue. 

3.  Now  there  were  three  several  conspiracif 
made,  in  order  to  take  off  Caius,  and  each  « 
these  three  were  conducted  by  excellent  per 
sons.  Eniilius  ReguUis,  born  at  Cordiiha  ii 
Spain,  got  some  men  together,  and  was  de- 
sirous to  take  Cains  off,  either  by  them  or  by 
himself.  Another  conspiracy  there  was  laid 
by  them,  under  the  conduct  of  Cberea  Cassius, 
the  tribune  [of  the  pretorian  band]  ;  Minuci- 
anus  Annius  was  also  one  of  great  conse- 
quence among  those  that  were  prepared  to 
oppose  his  tyranny.  Now  the  several  occasions 
of  these  men's  several  hatred  and  conspiracy 
against  Cains  were  these: — Regulus  had  in- 
dignation and  hatred  against  all  injustice,  for 
he  had  a  mind  naturally  angry,  and  bold, 
and  free,  which  made  him  not  conceal  his 
counsels;  so  he  communicated  them  to  many 
of  his  friends,  and  to  others  who  seemed  to 
!iim  persons  of  activity  and  vigour:  MLnuci- 
inus  entered  into  this  conspiracy,  because  of 
he  injustice  done  to  Lepidus  his  particular 
rriend,  and  one  of  the  best  character  of  all  the 
<  itizens,  whom  Caius  had  slain,  as  also  be. 
cause  he  was  afraid  of  himself,  since  Caius's 
wrath  tended  to  the  slaughter  of  all  alike: 
and  for  Cherea.  he  came  in,  because  he 
thought  it  a  reed  worthy  of  a  free  ingenuous 
man  to  kill  Caius.  and  was  ashamed  of  th« 
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reproaches  he  lay  under  from  Caius,  as  though 
he  were  a  (X>war»i;  as  also  because  he  was 
hifn»elf  in  danger  every  day  from  his  friend- 
ship with  him,  and  the  oVwervance  he  paid 
hiui.  These  men  proposed  this  attempt  to  all 
the  rest  that  were  concerned,  who  saw  the 
injuries  that  were  offered  them,  and  were 
desirous  that  Caius's  slaughter  might  E^ucceed 
by  their  piutual  assistance  of  one  another, 
that  tbey  nii^bt  themselves  escape  being  killed 
by  the  takinj;  off  Caius;  that  perhaps  tbey 
should  gain  tiieir  point,  and  that  it  would  be 
a  happy  Xii'ui^  if  tbey  should  gain  it,  to  ap- 
prove themselves  to  so  many  excellent  per- 
sons as  earnestly  wi>hed  to  be  partakers  with 
them  in  their  design,  for  the  delivery  of  the 
city  and  of  tlie  government,  even  at  the  ha- 
zard of  their  own  lives;  but  siill  Cherea  was 
the  mosf  eealous  of  them  all,  both  out  of  a 
desire  of  getting  bim.-elt  the  greatest  name, 
and  also  by  rea«ori  of  his  access  to  Caius's 
preseiK!e  with  less  danger,  because  he  w-is 
tribune,  and  cuuld  therei'ure  tlie  more  easily 
kill  hijn. 

4.  Now,  at  thi»  time  came  on  the  horse- 
races [Circensian  games];  the  view  of  which 
games  was  eagerly  de>iicd  by  the  people  of. 
Rome,  for  tbey  con»e  with  great  alacrity  into 
the  bipi>odronie  [circus]  at  such  times,  and 
petition  tiieir  emperors,  in  great  mullitudcs, 
for  what  they  stand  in  need  of;  who  usually 
did  not  think  fit  to  deny  them  their  requests, 
but  reudilv  and  gratefully  granted  them.  Ac- 
cordingly, they  most  importunately  desired 
that  Caius  would  now  ease  them  in  their  tri- 
butes, and  abate  somewhat  of  the  rigour  of 
the  taxes  imposed  upon  them;  but  he  would 
not  hear  their  petition;  and,  when  their  cla- 
mours increased,  he  sent  soldiers, "some  one 
way  and  some  another,  and  gave  order  that 
they  should  lay  hold  on  those  that  made  the 
clamours,  and,  without  any  more  ado,  bring 
them  out  and  put  them  to  death.  These  were 
Caius's  commands,  and  those  who  were  com- 
manded executed  the  sacne;  and  the  number 
of  those  who  were  slain  on  this  occasion  was 
very  great-  Kow  the  people  saw  this,  and 
bore  it  so  far,  that  fhey  left  off  clamouring, 
because  they  saw  with  their  own  eyes,  that 
this  petition  to  be  relieved,  as  to  the  payment 
of  their  money,  brought  immediate  death 
upon  them.  These  things  made  Cherea  more 
rewalute  to  go  on  with  his  plot,  in  order  to 
put  an  end  to  this  barbarity  of  Caius  against 
men.  He  then,  at  several  times,  thought  to 
fall  upon  Caius  as  he  was  feasting,  yet  did 
he  restrain  himself  by  some  considerations; 
"ot  that  he  bad  any  doubt  on  him  about  kill- 
ing him,  but  as  watching  for  a  proper  season, 
chat  the  attempt  might  not  be  frustrated,  but 
that  he  might  give  the  blow  so  as  might  cer- 
tainly gain  his  purpose. 

5.  Cherea  had  been  in  the  army  a  long 
^ime,  yet  was  he  not  pleased  with  conversing 
•o  much  with  Caius:   but  Caius  had  set  him 


to  require  the  tributec,  and  other  duefl,  which, 
when  not  paid  in  due  time,  were  forfeited  to 
Cxsar's  treasury ;  and  he  had  made  some  de- 
lays in  requiring  them,  because  those  burdens 
had  been  doubled ;  and  had  rather  indulged  his 
own  mild  disposition  than  performed  Caius's 
command;  nay,  indeed,  be  provoked  Caius 
to  anger  by  bis  sparing  men,  and  pitying  the 
hard  fortunes  of  those  from  whom  he  de- 
manded  the  taxes;  and  Caius  upbraided  bim 
with  his  sloth  and  effeminacy  in  being  so  long 
about  collecting  the  taxes;  and  indeed  he  did 
not  only  affront  him  in  other  respects,  but 
when  he  gave  him  the  watch- word  of  the  day, 
to  whum  it  was  to  be  given  by  his  place,  he 
gave  him  feminine  words,  and  those  of  a  na- 
ture  very  reproachful;  and  these  watch-words 
he  gave  out,  as  having  been  initiated  in  the 
secrets  of  certain  mysteries,  whicJi  he  had 
l>een  himself  the  author  oC  Now,  although 
he  bad  sometimes  put  on  women's  clothe?, 
and  bad  been  wrapt  in  some  embroidered 
garments  to  them  belonging,  and  done  a  great 
many  other  things  in  order  to  make  the  com- 
pany mistake  bim  for  a  woman;  yet  did  he, 
I)y  way  of  reproach,  object  the  like  womanish 
behaviour  to  Cherea.  But  when  Cherea 
received  the  watch- word  from  bini,  he  hud 
indignation  at  it,  but  had  greater  indigna- 
tion at  the  delivery  of  it  to  otlitrs,  as  being 
laughed  at  by  those  that  received  it;  insomuch 
that  bis  fellow-trilmnes  made  him  the  ^^ubject 
of  their  drollery;  for  they  would  furetcl  that 
be  would  bring  them  soaie  of  his  usual  watch- 
words when  be  was  alK)ut  to  take  the  wutcb- 
wnrd  from  Caesar,  and  would  thereby  maku 
him  ridiculous;  on  which  account  he  took 
the  cout age  of  assuming  certain  partners  to 
bim,  us  having  just  reasons  for  his  indignii- 
tion  against  Caius.  Now  there  was  oiie  Pom- 
[icdins,  a  senator,  and  one  who  had  gone 
through  almost  all  posts  in  the  government, 
but  otherwise  an  Epicurean,  and  for  thai 
reason  loved  to  lead  an  inactive  life.  Now 
Timidius,  an  enemy  of  his,  had  informed  Caius 
that  he  had  use<l  indecent  reproaches  against 
bim.  and  he  made  use  of  Quiitttlia  for  a 
witness  to  them:  a  woman  she  wa-;  much 
beloved  by  many  that  frequented  the  theatre, 
and  particularly  by  Pouipedius,  on  account 
of  her  great  beauty.  Now  this  woman 
thought  it  a  horrible  thing  to  attest  to  an 
accusation  that  touched  the  life  of  her  lover, 
which  was  also  a  lie.  Timidius,  however, 
wanted  to  have  her  brought  to  the  torture. 
Caius  was  irritated  at  this  reproach  upon 
him,  and  commanded  Cherea,  without  any 
delay,  to  torture  Quintilia,  as  he  used  to  em- 
ploy Cherea  in  such  bloody  matters,  and  those 
that  required  the  torture,  because  he  thought 
he  would  do  it  the  more  barbarously,  in  order 
to  avoid  that  imputation  of  effeminacy  which 
he  had  laid  upon  him.  But  Quintilia,  when 
she  was  brought  to  the  rack,  trnd  iipon  the 
foot  of   one  of   her  associates,  and   lei  hiiu 
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tnow  th«t  Jie  niipbt  be  of  good  courape,  and 
not  be  afraid  of  the  consequence  of  ber  tor- 
tures, for  that  she  \^ouId  bear  tbem  with 
magnanimity.  Cherca  tortured  this  woman 
after  a  cruel  manner;  unwillingly  indeed, 
but  because  he  could  not  help  it.  He  then 
brought  her,  without  being  in  the  least  moved 
at  what  she  had  suffered,  into  the  presence  of 
Caius,  and  that  in  such  a  state  as  was  sad  to 
heboid;  and  Caius,  being  somewhat  affected 
with  the  sight  of  Quintilia,  who  had  her  bodr 
miserahly  disordered  by  the  pains  she  had 
undergone,  freed  both  ber  and  Pompeditis  of 
the  crime  laid  to  their  charge.  He  also  gave 
her  money  to  make  her  an  honourable  amends, 
01  d  comfort  her  for  that  maiming  of  her  body, 
which  she  had  suffered,  and  for  her  glorious 
paJience  under  such  unsufferable  torments. 

<>.  This  matter  sorely  grieved  Cherea,  as 
having  been  the  caose,  as  far  as  he  cotild,  or 
the  instrument  of  tho<e  miseries  to  men, 
which  teemed  worthy  of  consolation  to  Caius 
himself;  on  which  account  he  said  to  Clement 
and  to  Papiiiius  (of  whom  Clement  was  gene- 
ral of  the  army,  and  Papinius  was  a  tribune): 
"  To  be  sure,  O  Clement,  we  have  no  w  ay  failed 
in  our  guarding  the  emperor;  for  as  to  those 
that  have  made  conspiracies  against  his  go- 
vernment, some  have  been  slain  by  our  care 
and  pains,  and  some  have  been  by  us  tortured, 
and  this  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  hath  him- 
self pitied  them.  How  great  then  is  our 
virtue  in  submitting  to  conduct  his  armies!" 
Clement  held  his  peace,  but  showed  the  shame 
he  was  under  in  obeying  Caius's  orders,  both 
bv  his  eyes  and  his  blushing  countenance,  while 
he  thought  it  by  no  means  right  to  accuse  the 
en.peror  in  express  words,  lest  their  own 
safety  should  be  endangered  thereby.  Upon 
w  hicb  Cherea  took  courage,  and  spake  to  him 
without  fear  of  the  dangers  that  were  before 
L.in,  and  discoursed  largely  of  the  sore  ca- 
lamities under  w  hich  the  city  and  the  govern- 
ment then  laboured,  and  said,  "  We  may 
indeed  pretend  in  words,  that  Caius  Is  the 
person  unto  whom  the  cause  of  such  miseries 
0'..;:bt  to  be  imputed;  but.  in  the  opinion  of 
surh  as  are  able  to  judge  uprightly,  it  is  I,  O 
Clement !  and  this  Papinius,  and  before  us 
thou  thyself,  who  bring  these  tortures  upon 
the  Romans,  and  upon  all  mankind.  It  is 
not  done  by  our  being  subservient  to  the 
cotr.mands  of  Caius.  but  it  is  done  by  cur 
own  consent;  for  whereas  it  is  in  our  power 
to  put  an  end  to  the  life  of  this  man,  who 
bath  so  terribly  injured  the  citizens  and  his 
subjects,  we  are  his  guard  in  mischief  and  his 
executioners,  instead  of  his  soldiers,  and  are 
the  instruments  of  bis  cruelty.  We  bear 
these  weapons,  not  for  our  liberty,  not  for  the 
Roman  government,  but  only  for  his  preser- 
vation, who  hath  enslaved  both  their  bodies 
and  their  minds;  and  we  are  every  day  pol- 
luted with  the  Wood  that  wt  shed,  and  the 
torments  we  inflict  upon  ethers;  and  this  we 


do,  till  somebody  becomes  Caius's  instrument 
in  bringing  the  like  mi-eries  upon  ourselves. 
Nor  does  he  thus  employ  us,  because  he  hath 
a  kindness  for  us,  but  rather  because  he  hath 
a  suspicion  of  us,  as  also  t»ecause,  w  hen  abun- 
dance more  hare  been  killed  (for  Caius  will 
set  no  bounds  to  his  wrath,  shiie  he  aims  to 
do  all,  not  out  of  regard  to  justice,  but  to  his 
own  pleasure),  we  shall  also  ourselves  be 
exposed  to  his  cruelty;  whereas  we  ought  to 
be  the  means  of  confirming  the  security  and 
liberty  of  all,  and  at  the  same  time  to  resolve 
to  free  ourselves  from  dangers." 

7.  Hereupon  Clement  openly  commended 
Cherea's  intentions,  but  bade  him  hold  his 
tongue;  for  in  that  case  his  words  should  get 
out  among  many,  and  such  things  should  be 
spread  abroad  as  were  fit  to  be  concealed,  the 
plot  would  come  to  be  discovered  before  it  was 
executed,  and  they  should  be  brought  to 
punishment ;  but  that  they  should  leave  all  to 
futurity,  and  the  hope  which  thence  arose,  that 
some  fortunate  event  would  come  to  their 
assistance:  that,  as  for  himself,  his  age  would 
not  permit  him  to  make  any  attempt  in  that 
case.  "  However,  although  perhaps  I  could 
suggest  what  may  be  safer  than  what  thou. 
Cherea,  hast  contrived  and  said,  yet  how  is  it 
possible  for  any  one  to  suggest  what  is  more 
for  thy  reputation?"  So  Clement  went  his 
way  home,  with  deep  reflections  on  what  be 
had  Beard,  and  what  he  bad  himself  said. 
Cherea  also  was  under  a  concern,  and  went 
quickly  to  Cornelius  Sabinus,  who  was  him- 
self one  of  the  tribunes,  and  whom  he  other- 
wise knew-  to  be  a  worthy  man,  and  a  lover  of 
liberty,  and  on  that  account  very  uneasy  at 
the  present  management  of  public  affaiis,  he 
being  desirous  to  come  immediately  to  the 
execution  of  what  had  been  determined,  and 
thinking  it  right  for  him  to  propose  it  to  the 
other,  and  afraid  lest  Clement  should  discover 
them,  and  besides  looking  npon  delays  and 
piittings-off  to  be  the  next  to  desisting  from 
the  enterprize. 

S.  But  as  all  was  agreeable  to  Sabinus, 
who  had  himself,  equally  with  Cherea,  the 
same  design,  but  had  been  silent  for  want  oi 
a  person  to  whom  he  could  safely  communi- 
cate that  design ;  so  having  now  met  with  one, 
who  not  only  promised  to  conceal  what  be 
heard,  but  who  had  alieady  opened  his  mind 
to  him,  he  was  nuich  more  encouraged,  and 
desired  of  Cherea  that  no  delay  might  he  made 
therein.  Accrrdinply  they  went  to  Minuci- 
anus,  who  was  as  \irtuous  a  man,  and  as  zeal- 
ous to  do  glorious  actions  as  themselves,  and 
suspected  by  Caius  on  occasion  of  the  slaugh- 
ter  of  Lepirius;  for  Minucianus  and  LcpiiUia 
were  intimate  friends,  and  both  in  fear  c(  the 
dangers  that  tlty  were  un<!er;  for  Caius  was 
terrible  to  u\\  the  great  men,  as  a|  pearing 
ready  to  act  a  mail  part  towards  each  of  ifacm 
in  particular,  and  towards  all  of  them  in 
general i  and  tbese  mCB  were  airaid  of  OD« 
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another,  while  they  were  yet  uneasy  at  the 
posture  of  alTairs,  but  avoided  to  (leflare  their 
mind  and  their  hatred  against  Caius  to  one 
another,  out  of  (ear  of  the  dangers  they  might 
be  in  thereby,  although  they  ;;erceived  byoiher 
means  their  nnitua)  hatred  against  Caius,  and 
oil  that  account  were  not  averse  to  a  mutual 
kindness  one  towards  anotlier. 

9.  When  Minuci-inus  and  Cherea  had  met 
together,  and  salute<l  one  anotlier  (as  they 
had  been  used  in  former  conversations  to  give 
the  upper  hand  to  Minutianus,  both  ou  ac- 
count of  his  eminent  (iii;iiity,  for  he  was  the 
noblest  of  all  the  citizens,  and  highly  com- 
mended by  all  men,  especially  when  he  made 
speeches  to  them),  Miiivicianus  iiegan  lirst, 
and  asked  Cherea,  What  was  the  watch-word 
he  had  received  that  day  from  Caius-?  for  the 
alfront  which  was  offered  Cherea  in  giving 
the  watch-words,  was  famous  over  the  city. 
But  Cherea  made  no  delay  so  long  as  to  reply 
to  that  question,  out  of  the  joy  he  had  that 
Minucianus  would  have  such  confidence  in 
him  as  to  discourse  v/ith  him.  '*  Hut  do 
thou,"  said  he,  "give  nie  the  watch-word  of 
liberty.  And  I  return  thee  my  thanks,  that 
thou  hast  so  greatly  encouraged  ine  to  exert 
myself  after  an  cxtrac)r<linary  maimer;  nor 
di  1  stand  in  need  of  many  words  to  encou- 
rage ine,  since  both  thou  and  I  are  of  the 
same  mind,  and  partakers  of  the  s.tme  I'csclu- 
tioiis,  and  this  before  we  have  conferred  to- 
gether. I  have  indeed  but  one  sword  girt  on, 
but  this  one  will  serve  us  both.  Come  on, 
therefore,  let  us  set  about  the  work.  Do  thou 
Jjo  tirst,  if  thou  hast  a  mind,  and  bid  me  fol- 
low thee  ;  or  else  I  w-ill  go  tirst,  and  thou 
shalt  assist  roe,  and  we  will  assist  one  ano- 
ther, and  trust  one  another.  Nor  is  there  a 
necessity  for  even  one  sword  to  sucli  as  have 
a  mind  disposed  to  such  works,  by  which 
mind  the  sword  uses  to  be  successful.  I  am 
zealous  about  this  action,  nor  am  I  solicitous 
what  I  may  myself  undergo ;  for  I  am  not 
at  leisure  to  consider  the  danger  that  may 
come  upon  myself,  so  deeply  am  I  troubled 
at  the  slavery  our  once  free  country  is  now 
under,  and  at  the  contempt  cast  upon  our 
excellent  laws,  and  at  the  destruction  which 
hangs  over  all  men  by  the  means  of  Caius. 
I  wish  that  I  may  be  judged  by  thee,  and  that 
thou  mayest  esteem  me  worthy  of  credit  in 
these  matters,  seeing  we  are  both  of  the  same 
opinion,  and  there  is  herein  no  ditference 
between  us." 

10.  When  Minucianus  saw  the  vebemency 
with  which  Cherea  delivered  himself,  he  glad- 
ly embraced  him,  and  encouraged  him  in  bis 
bold  attempt,  commending  him,  and  eD'h:-a- 
ciiig  him  ;  so  he  let  him  go  with  his  good 
wishes;  and  some  alUrm,  that  he  thereby  con- 
firmed Minucianus  in  the  prosecution  of  what 
had  been  agreed  among  them;  for,  as  Cherea 
entered  into  the  court,  the  report  runs,  that 
a  voice  came  from  among  the  multitude  to 


encourage  him,  which  bacle  him  finish  what 
he  was  about,  and  take  the  opportunity  that 
Providence  ollered  ;  and  that  Clierea  at  tirst 
suspected  that  some  one  of  the  conspirators 
bad  betrayed  him,  and  he  was  caught ;  but  at 
length  perceived  that  it  was  by  way  of  exhor- 
tation. Whether  somebody'  that  was  con- 
scious of  what  he  was  about  gave  a  signal 
for  his  encouragement,  or  w  hetber  it  was  God 
himself,  who  looks  upon  the  actions  of  men, 
that  encouraged  him  to  go  on  boldly  in  his 
design,  is  uncertain.  The  plot  was  now  com- 
municated to  a  great  many,  and  they  were  all 
in  their  armour;  some  of  the  conspirators 
being  senators,  and  some  of  the  equestrian 
order,  and  as  manyof  the  soldiery  as  were  marie 
acquainted  with  it  ;  for  there  was  not  one  of 
them  who  would  not  reckon  it  a  part  of  his 
happiness  to  kill  Cains  ;  and  on  th.4t  account 
they  were  all  very  zealous  in  the  affair,  by 
what  means  soever  any  one  could  come  at  it, 
that  he  might  not  be  bthiiidhand  in  these  vir. 
tuous  designs,  but  might  be  ready  with  all  hi? 
alacrity  or  power,  both  by  words  and  actions, 
to  complete  this  slaughter  of  a  tyrant.  Aim 
besides  these,  Callistus  also,  who  was  a  freeil- 
raaii  of  Caius,  and  was  the  only  man  that  had 
arrived  at  the  greatest  degree  of  power  under 
him, — such  a  power,  indeed,  as  was  in  a  man- 
ner equal  to  the  power  of  the  tyrant  himself 
by  the  dread  that  all  men  had  of  him,  and  by 
the  great  riches  he  had  acquired  ;  for  he  took 
bribes  most  plenteously.  and  committed  inju. 
ries  without  bounds;  and  was  more  extrava- 
gant ill  the  use  of  his  power  in  unjust  pro- 
ceedings than  any  other.  He  also  knew  the 
disposition  of  Caius  to  be  iniplac;;ble,  and 
never  to  be  turned  from  what  he  had  resolved 
on.  He  had  wilhal  iminy  other  reasons  wb^■ 
he  thought  himself  in  danger,  and  the  vast- 
ness  of  his  wealth  was  not  one  of  the  least  of 
them:  on  which  account  he  privately  ingra. 
I  tiated  himself  with  Claudius,  and  transferred 
his  courtship  to  him,  out  of  this  hope,  that  in 
case,  upon  the  removal  of  Caius,  the  govern- 
ment should  come  to  bini,  his  interest  in  such 
changes  should  hiy  a  foundation  for  his  pre- 
serving h.s  dignit)  under  him,  since  he  laid 
in  beforehand  a  stock  of  merit,  and  did  Clau- 
dius good  ollices  in  his  promotion.  He  also 
had  the  boldness  to  pretend,  that  he  had  been 
persuaded  to  make  away  with  Claudius,  by 
poisoning  'liin .  but  had  still  invented  ten 
thousand  eKCU!»s  for  delaying  to  do  it.  But 
it  seems  proiiahc  to  mc  that  Callistus  only 
counterfeited  this,  in  order  to  ingratiate  him- 
self with  Claudius  ;  for  if  Caius  had  been  in 
earnest  resolved  to  take  off  Claudius,  he 
would  not  have  admitted  of  Callistus's  ex- 
cuses, nor  would  Callistus,  if  he  had  beeo 
enjoined  to  do  such  an  act  as  was  desired  bj 

•  .lust  mirh  a  Toire  as  tliis  is  r^laled  to  he.  cnrae.  and 
from  an  unknown  oriiiinal  !tla.t,  to  lltr  fanio->6  Polycarp, 
4S  lie  was  ftoini;  !o  niarljrdoni.  bidding  livii  "play  lb« 
nian."asllip  chnrrli  ft  smji-na  assures  Ik  ia  Itleir  ae> 
count  ol  Uiiit  his  [iiarlyrdoni.  sect  9 
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Caiu<!,  have  put  it  off,  nor,  if  he  had  disobeyed 
those  injunctions  of  his  master  had  he  escaped 
tmmediate  punishment ;  while  Claudius  was 
preserved  from  the  madness  of  Cains  by  a 
certain  divine  providence,  and  Callistus  pre- 
tended to  such  a  piece  of  merit  as  he  no  way 
deserved. 

11.  However,  the  execution  of  Cherea's 
idcsiijns  was  put  off  from  day  to  day,  by  the 
sloth  of  many  therein  concerned;  for  as  to 
Cberea  himself,  be  would  not  willingly  make 
any  delay  in  that  execution,  thinking  every 
time  a  rtt  time  for  it,  for  frequent  opportuni- 
ties offered  themselves;  as  when  Caius  went 
up  to  the  capitoi  to  sacrifice  for  bis  daughter, 
or  when  he  stood  upon  his  royal  palace,  and 
threw  gold  and  silver  pieces  of  money  among 
the  people,  he  might  be  pushed  down  bead- 
long,  hcoiuse  the  top  of  the  palace,  that  looks 
toward  the  market-place,  was  very  high;  and 
fll>o  when  be  celebrated  the  mysteries,  which 
he  had  appointed  at  that  time;  for  he  whs 
then  no  way  secluded  from  the  people,  but 
solicitous  to  do  every  thing  carefully  and 
decently ;  and  was  free  from  all  suspicion  that 
he  ^hould  be  then  assaulted  by  any  bodv ;  and 
Hltliough  the  gods  should  afford  bim  no  divine 
Hssistnnce  to  enable  him  to  take  awav  his 
life,  yet  had  he  strength  himself  suflicient  to 
dwpatch  Caius,  even  without  a  sword.  Thus 
wii>  Chereo  angry  at  his  fellow-conspirators, 
for  fear  they  should  suffer  a  proper  opportu- 
nity to  pass  by ;  and  they  were  themselves 
Kensil)le  that  he  bad  just  cause  to  be  angry  at 
(hem.  ahd  that  his  eagerness  was  for  their 
adrantagc;  yet  did  they  desire  be  would  have 
a  little  longer  patience,  lest,  upon  any  disap- 
pointment they  might  meet  with,  they  should 
put  the  city  into  disorder,  arid  ho  inqui>ition 
should  be  made  after  the  conspiracy,  and 
should  render  the  courage  of  those  that  were 
to  attack  Caius  without  success,  whiie  he 
would  then  secure  himself  more  carefully 
than  ever  against  them;  that  it  would  there- 
fore he  the  best  to  set  about  the  work  when 
the  shows  were  exhibited  in  the  palace.  These 
hhows  were  acted  in  honour  of  that  Caesar* 
who  first  of  all  changed  the  popular  govern- 
ment, and  transferred  it  to  himself;  galleries 
being  fixed  before  the  palace,  where  the  Ro- 
'nans  that  were  patricians  became  spectators, 
topetber  with  their  children  and  their  wives, 
and  Caesar  himself  was  to  be  also  a  spectator; 
and  they  reckoned  among  those  many  ten  thou- 
sands who  would  there  be  crowded  into  a 
narrow  compass,  they  should  have  a  favourable 
opportunity  to  make  their  attempt  upon  him 
as  he  came  in  ;  because  his  guards  that  should 
protect  him,  if  any  one  of  them  should  have  a 
mind  to  do  it,  would  not  here  be  able  to  give 
bim  any  assistance. 

•  Hen^  Josephas  supposes  that  It  wai  An^stna,  and 
not  Jnlin«  Cifrsar.  who  first  chanpeH  the  Roman  com- 
monwealth into  a  mriiiarchy;  for  these  shows  were  in 
)>onour  of  Augustus,  aa  we  shall  leuro  in  the  next  section 
but  one. 


12.  Cherea  consented  to  this  delay;  and 
when  the  shows  were  exhibited  it  was  resolved 
to  do  the  work  the  first  day.  But  fortune, 
which  allowed  a  farther  delay  to  bis  sliiugh- 
ter,  \vastoo  hard  for  their  foregoing  resolution: 
and,  as  three  days  of  the  regular  time  for 
these  shows  were  now  over,  they  had  much 
ado  to  get  the  business  done  on  the  last  day. 
Then  Cherea  called  the  conspirators  together, 
and  spake  thus  to  them: — "So  much  time 
passed  away  without  effect  is  a  reproach  to 
us,  as  delaying  to  go  through  such  a  virtuous 
design  as  we  are  engaged  in;  but  more  fatal 
will  this  delay  prove  if  we  be  discovered,  and 
the  design  be  frustrated; — for  Caius  will  then 
become  more  cruel  in  his  unjust  proceedings. 
Do  not  we  see  how  long  we  deprive  all  out 
friends  of  their  liberty,  and  give  Caius  leave 
still  to  tyrannize  over  them?  while  we  onght 
to  have  procured  them  security  for  the  future, 
and,  by  laying  a  foundation  for  the  happiness 
of  others,  gain  to  ourselves  great  admira* 
tion  and  honour  for  all  time  to  come." — 
Now,  ^vhile  the  conspirators  had  nothing 
tolerable  to  sav  by  way  of  contradiction, 
and  yet  did  not  quite  rehsh  what  they  were 
doing,  but  stood  silent  and  astonished,  he 
said  further,  "  O,  my  brave  comrades!  why 
do  we  make  such  delays?  Do  not  you  see 
that  this  is  the  last  day  of  these  shows,  and 
that  Caius  is  about  to  go  to  sea?  for  he  is 
preparing  to  sail  to  Alexandria,  in  order  to 
see  Eg\pt.  Is  it  therefore  for  your  honour 
to  let  a  man  go  out  of  your  hands  who  is  & 
reproach  to  mankind,  and  to  permit  him  to 
go  after  a  pompous  manner,  triumphing  both 
at  land  and  sea?  shall  not  we  be  justly 
ashamed  of  ourselves  if  we  give  leave  tc 
some  Egyptian  or  other,  who  shall  think  hi« 
injuries  insufferable  to  free-men  to  kill  him? 
As  for  myself,  I  will  no  longer  bear  your 
slow  proceedings,  but  will  expose  myself  to 
the  dangers  of  the  enterprise  this  very  day, 
and  bear  cheerfully  whatsoever  shall  be  tht- 
consequence  of  the  attempt;  nor,  let  therr 
be  ever  so  great,  \nll  I  put  them  off  an} 
longer:  for,  to  a  wise  and  courageous  man 
what  can  be  more  miserable  than  that,  while 
I  am  alive,  any  one  else  should  kill  Caius,  and 
deprive  me  of  the  honour  of  so  virtuous  an 
action  ?" 

13.  When  Cherea  had  spoken  thus,  he 
zealously  set  about  the  work,  and  inspired 
courage  into  the  rest  to  go  on  wiih  it;  and 
they  were  all  eager  to  fall  to  it  without  farther 
delay.  So  he  was  at  the  palace  in  the  morning, 
with  his  equestrian  sword  girt  on  him;  for  it 
was  the  custom  that  the  tribunes  should  ask 
for  the  watch-word  with  their  swords  on,  and 
this  was  the  day  on  which  Cherea  was  by  cus- 
tom to  receive  the  watch-word;  and  the  mul- 
titude were  already  come  to  the  palace,  to  be 
soon  enough  for  seeing  the  shows,  and  that  in 
great  crowds,  and  one  tumultuously  crushing 
another,  while  Caius  was  delighted  with  this 
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eagerness  of  the  multitude ;  for  which  reason 
there  was  ito  order  observed  in  the  seitting  men, 
nor  was  any  peculiar  place  appointed  lor  the 
senators,  or  tor  the  equestrian  order;  but  they 
».it  at  random,  men  and  women  together,  and 
freemen   were    mixed  with    the    slaves.      So 
Cains    came  out  in    a    solemn    manner,  and 
olTfred  sacrifice  to  Augustus  Ctesar,  in  whose 
honour  indeed  these  shows  were  celebrated. 
Now  it  happened,  upon  the  fall  of  a  certain 
priest,  that  the  garment  of  Asprenas,  a  sena- 
tor, was  tilled  with  blood,  which  made  Caius 
laut,'li,  although  this  w.i'^  an  evident  omen  to 
.\spren;ts,  for  he  wa^  aUin  at   the  same  time 
with  Caius.     It  is  al-o  related,  that  Caius  was 
that  tlay,  contrary  to  his  u>urtl  custom,  so  very 
alfilile  and  good-Tiaturcd  in  his  conversation, 
that  every  one  of  those  that  were  present  were 
astoni-bed  at    it.       After    the    sacritice    was 
over,  Caius  betook  himself  to  see  the  shows, 
and  sat  down  for  that  pur[)Ose,  as  did  also  the 
principal  of  his  friends  sit  near  him.      Now 
the  parts    of   the  theatre   were    so    fastened 
tO),'ether,  as  it  used  to  be  every  year,  in  the 
manner  following:— It    had   two  doors;  the 
one  door  led  to  the  open  air,  the  other  was 
for  going  into,  or  going  out  of,  the  cloisters, 
that  those   within  the  theatre  might  not  be 
thereby  disturbed ;   but    out  of    one    gallery 
there  went  an  inward    passage,   parted   into 
partitions  alao,  which  led  into  another  gallery, 
to  give  room   to   the  combatants,  and  to  the 
musicians,    to    go    out    as    occasion    served. 
When    the    multitude  were    set   down,  and 
Cberea,  with  the  other  tribunes  were  set  down 
also,  and   the    right    corner    of   the    theatre 
was  allotted  to  Ca-sar,  one  Vatinius,  a  sena- 
tor, commander  of  the  Pretorian  band,  asked 
of  Cluvius,  oiie  that  sat  by  him,  and  was  of 
consular  dignity  also, — Whether  be  had  heard 
any  thing  of   the  news  or  not?  —  but  took 
care  that  nobody  should  hear  what  he  said ; 
and  when  Cluvius  replied,  that  he  had  heard 
no  news, — "  Know  then  (said  Vatinius)  that 
the  game  of  the  slaughter  of  tyrants  is  to  be 
plaved  this  day."     But  Cluvius  replied,  *'  O 
brave  comrade!    hold    thy   peace,  lest    some 
other  of  the  Achaians  hear  thy  tale."     And 
as  there  was    abundance  of  autumnal    fruit 
thrown  among  the   spectators,  and    a    great 
number  of   birds,   that   were  of  great  value 
to  such  as  possessed  them,  on  account  of  their 
rareness,   Caius  was  pleased  with  the    birds 
fighting  for  the  fruits,  and  with  the  violence 
wherewith  the  spectators  seized  upon  them: 
and  here  be  perceived  two  prodigies  that  hap- 
pened there;  for  an  actor  was  introduced,  by 
whom  a  leader  of  robbers  was  crucified,  and 
the  pantomime  brought  in  a  play  called  Ciny- 
ras,  wherein  he  himself  was  to  be  slain,  as  well 
as  his  daughter  Myrrha,  and  wherein  a  great 
deal  of  fictitious  blood  was  shed,  both  about 
him  that  was  crucified,  and  also  about  Ciny- 
ras.      It  is  also  confessed,  that  this  was  the 
same   day    wherein    Pausanias,    a   friend   of 


Philip,  the  son  of  Amyntas,  who  was  king  of 
Maoedunia,  slew  him  as  he  was  entering  into 
the  theatre.  And  now  Cains  was  in  doubt 
vvhethe'r  he  should  tarry  to  the  end  of  the 
shows,  because  it  wa*  the  la?t  day,  or  whether 
he  should  not  go  first  to  the  bath,  and  tqdin. 
ner,  and  then  return  and  sit  down  as  before. 
Hereupon  Minuciamis,  who  sat  over  Caius, 
and  was  afraid  that  the  opportunity  should 
fail  thom,  got  up,  because  he  saw  Cherea  was 
alreadv  gone  out,  and  made  haste  out.  to 
confirm  him  in  his  resolution ;  but  Caius 
took  hold  of  his  garment  in  an  obliging  way. 
and  said  to  him. — "()  brave  man?  whither 
art  thou  going?"  Whereupon,  out  of  reve- 
rence to  C:i»,tr.  as  il  seemed,  he  sat  down 
again;  hut  hi<  tear  prevailed  over  him,  anti  in 
a  little  lime  he  got  up  again,  and  then  Cains 
did  no  way  oppose  his  going  out,  as  thinking 
that  he  went  out  to  perform  some  necessities 
of  nature.  And  Asprenas,  who  was  one  of 
the  confederates,  persuaded  Caius  to  go  out 
to  the  bath,  and  to  dinner,  and  then  to  come 
in  again ;  as  desirous  that  what  had  been  re- 
solved on  might  be  brought  to  a  conclusion 
innnediately. 

14.  So  Chorea's  associates  placed  them- 
selves in  order,  as  the  time  would  permit 
them,  and  they  were  obliged  to  labour  hard, 
that  the  plaie  which  was  appointed  them 
should  not  be  left  by  them;  but  they  had  nil 
indignation  at  the  tediousncss  of  the  delays, 
and  that  what  they  were  about  should  be  put 
oflf  any  longer,  for  it  was  already  al9out  the 
ninth*  hour  of  the  day;  and  Cherea,  upon 
Caius's  tarrying  so  long,  had  a  great  mind  to 
go  in,  and  fall  uj.on  him  in  his  seat,  although 
he  foresaw  that  this  could  not  be  done  v\'ith- 
out  much  bloodshed,  boih  of  the  senators  and 
of  those  of  the  ecpiestrian  order  that  were 
present;  and  although  he  knew  this  must 
happen,  yet  had  be  a  great  mind  to  do  so,  as 
thinking  it  a  right  thing  to  procure  security 
and  freedom  to  all,  at  the  expense  of  such  as 
might  perish  at  the  same  time.  And  as  they 
were  just  going  back  into  the  entrance  tc 
the  theatre,  word  was  brought  them  that' 
Caius  was  arisen,  whereby  a  tumult  was 
made;  hereupon  the  conspirators  thrust  away 
the  crowd,  under  pretence  as  if  Caius  was 
angry  at  them,  but  in  reality  as  desirous  to 
have  n  quiet  place,  that  should  have  none  in 
it  to  defend  him,  while  they  set  about  Caius's 
slaughter.  Now  Claudius,  his  uncle,  was 
gone  out  before,  and  Marcus  Vinicius,  his 
sister's  husband,  as  also  Valerius  of  Asia; 
whom,  though  they  had  had  such  a  mind  to  put 
out  of  their  places,  the  reverence  t<i  their  dig- 
nity hindered  them  so  to  do;  then  followed 
Caius,  with  Paulus  Arruntius:  and  because 
Caius  vvas  now  gotten  within  the  palace,  he 
left  the  direct  road,  along  which  those  his 

•  Stietiinius  savs  Cains  was  slain  about  th^  SfVfDtb 
honr  of  the  Hay.  Jusephiis  about  the  Dinth.  The  fetict 
ot  the  oarraUoD  faTuurs  JuBephus.  .        toi     i:^ 
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ecrraiits  stood  that  were  in  waiting,  and  by 
wfaicli  road  Claudius  bad  gone  out  betbre, 
Caius  turned  aside  into  a  private  narrow  pas- 
sage, in  order  to  go  to  the  place  fur  I^Htbing, 
as  aUo  in  order  to  take  a  view  of  the  bov&  that 
caoieout  of  Asia,  wbo  were  sent  thence  partly 
to  sing  hymns  in  these  myateries  wbicb  were 
row  celebrated,  and  partly  to  dance  in  the 
Pyrrhic  way  of  dancing  upon  the  theatres. 
So  Cberea  met  blm,  and  asked  him  tor  the 
watrh-word;  upon  Caius's  giving  bim  one  of  hi** 
ridiculous  words,  be  immediately  reproached 
him,  and  drew  bis  sword  and  gave  him  a 
terrible  stroke  with  it,  yet  was  not  this  stroke 
mortal.  And  although  there  be  those  that  say 
it  Has  so  contrived  on  purpose  by  Cherea  that 
Caius  should  not  be  killed  at  one  blow,  but 
should  be  punished  more  severely  by  a  mul- 
titude of  wounds,  yet  does  this  story  appear 
to  be  incredible;  because  the  fear  men  are 
under  in  such  actions  does  not  allow  them  to 
use  their  reason.  And  if  Cberea  was  of  that 
mind,  I  esteem  him  the  greatest  of  all  fools, 
in  pleasing  himself  in  bis  spite  against  Caius, 
rather  than  immediately  procuring  safety  to 
himself  and  to  his  confederates  from  the  dan- 
gers they  were  in;  because  there  might  many 
things  still  happen  for  helping  Caius's  escape, 
if  be  had  not  already  given  up  the  ghost;  for 
certainly  Cherpa  nould  have  regard,  not  so 
much  to  the  punishment  of  Caius,  as  to  the 
affliction  bimst-lf  and  his  friends  were  in, 
w  bile  it  was  in  bis  power,  after  such  success,  to 
keep  silent,  and  to  escape  the  w  rath  of  Caius's 
defetiders,  and  not  leave  it  to  uncertainty 
\ihetber  be  should  gain  the  end  be  aimed 
at  or  not;  and  after  an  unreasonable  manner 
to  act  as  if  be  bad  a  mind  to  ruin  himself, 
and  lose  the  opportunity  that  lay  before  bim. 
But  every  body  may  guess  as  he  pleases  about 
this  matter.  However,  Caius  was  staggered 
with  the  pain  that  the  blow  gave  bim;  for  the 
stroke  of  the  sword  falling  in  the  middle, 
between  the  shoulder  and  the  neck,  was  hin- 
dered by  the  6rst  bone  of  the  breast  from 
proceeding  any  farther.  Nor  did  he  either  cry 
f*jt  (in  such  astonishment  was  be),  nor  did  be 
call  out  for  any  of  his  friends;  whether  it 
were  that  he  had  no  confidence  in  them,  or 
that  bis  mind  was  otherwise  disordered,  but 
be  groaned  under  the  pain  he  endured,  and 
presently  went  forward  and  tied, — when  Cor- 
nelius Sabinus,  who  was  already  prepared  in 
mind  so  to  do,  thrust  him  down  upon  bis 
knee,  w  here  many  of  them  stood  round  about 
hini,  and  struck  him  with  their  swords,  and 
they  cried  out,  and  encouraged  one  another 
all  at  once  to  strike  him  again;  but  all  agree 
that  Aquila  gave  him  the  tini^hing  stroke, 
which  directly  killed  bim.  But  one  may 
jll^tly  ascribe  this  act  to  Cberea;  for  although 
many  concurred  in  the  act  itseU.  yet  v\as  he 
the  first  contriver  of  it,  and  begun  long  be- 
fore all  the  rest  to  prepare  for  it;  and  w^s  the 
first  man  tbat  boldly  spake  of  it  to  the  rest; 


and   upon  their  admission  of  what   be  eaid 
about  it,  be    got  tbe  dispersed  con<pirstors 
'  together;  be  prepared  e\ery  thing  after  a  pru- 
dent manner,  and  by  suj.'gestiig  good  advice, 
]  showed  himself  far  superior  to  the  rest,  and 
!  made    obliging    speeches  to  them,  insomuch 
tbat  be  even  compelled  them  all  to  go  on,  who 
'  otherwise  bad  not  courage  enough    for  that 
purpose;  and  when  opportunity  ser\ed  to  use 
bis   sword  in  hand,  he  appeared  first   of  all 
ready  so  to  do,  and  ga%*e  the  first  blow-  in  this 
virtuous    slaughter;    he  also    brought  Caius 
easily  into  the  power  of  the  rest,  and  almost 
killed  bim  himself,  insomncb  that  it  is  but 
just   to   ascribe  all  tbat  the  rest  did  to  the 
advice,  and  bravery,  and  labours  of  tbe  bands 
of  Cherea. 

lo.   Thus  did  Caius  come  to  his  end,  and 
lay  dead,  by  the    many   wounds  which    had 
been  given  him.      Now  Cherea  and  his  asso- 
ciates, upon  Caius's  slaughter,  saw  that  it  was 
in)pos:^ible  for  them  to  save  themselves,  if  they 
should  all  go  the  earae  way,  partly  on  account 
of  tbe  astonishment  they  were  under;  for  it 
I  was    no   small  danger  they  had  incurred  by 
killing  an  emperor,   who  was  honoured  and 
loved  by  the  madness  of  the  people,  especially 
I  when  the    soldiers    were    likely  to    make    a 
'  bloody  inquiry  after    his    murderers.        The 
pa*-SHges  also  were  narrow  wherein   the  work 
was  done,  which   were  also  crowded   with  a 
great  multitude  of  Caius's  attendants,  and  of 
I  such  of  the  soldiers  as  were  of  the  emperor's 
I  guard  tbat  day;  whence  it  was  that  they  went 
;  by  other  ways,   and  came  to    the    bouse    of 
Gernianicus,  the  fiither  of  Caiu<,  ubom  they 
I  bad  now  killed  (which  house  ar^joined  to  tbe 
palace;  for  while  the  edifice  was  one,  it  was 
I  built  in  its  several  parts  by  those  particular 
persons  who  had  been   emperors,  and  those 
:  parts  bear  the  names  of  those  that  built  them, 
or  the  name  tf  bim  who  had  begun   to  build 
any  of  its  parts).     So  they  got  away  from  the 
insults  of  the  multitude,  and  then   were  for 
the  present  out  of  danger,  tbat  is,  so  long  as 
the    misfortune   which    had     overtaken    the 
emperor  was  not  known.     The  Germans  were 
'the  first  who  perceived  tbat  Caius  was  slain. 
These    Germans    were    Caius's    guard,   and 
carried  tbe  name  of  tbe  country  whence  tbey 
were  chosen,  and  composed  the  Celtic  .egion. 
The  men  of  tbat  country  are  naturally  pas- 
sionate, which  is  commonly  the    temper    of 
son^e  other  of  the  barbarous  nations  also,  as 
being  not  used  to  consider  much  about  what 
they  do;  they  are  of  robust  bodies,  and  fsll 
;  upon  their  enemies  as  soon  as  ever  tbey  are 
'attacked    by   them;    and   which    way  'soever 
'  they  go,  they  perform  great  e\ploits.     When, 
'  therefore,   these  German  guards    understood 
tbat  Caius  was  slain,  tbey  were  very  sorry  for 
it,  because  the>  did  not  use  their  reason  m 
I  judging  about  public  affairs,  but  measured  all 
by  the  advantages  themselves  received,  Caius 
,  being  beloved  by  them,  because  of  tbe  monej 
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he  gave  them,  by  which  he  bad  purchased 
their  kiiidnes-s  to  hiin:  to  they  drfw  their 
•  words,  iind  Sutiiiius  led  tliein  on.  He  was 
one  of  the  tribunes,  not  by  the  means  of  the 
virtuous  actions  of  bis  progenitors,  for  he  had 
been  a  gl.iiiialor,  but  he  bad  obtained  that 
post  in  the  army  by  his  havirier  a  rol>ust  body. 
So  these  Uerinans  marched  along  the  bouses 
in  quest  of  C;eiar's  murderers, and  cut  Asprenas  | 
to  pieces,  because  be  was  the  lirst  man  they  \ 
fell  upon,  and  whose  ffaruient  it  was  that  the  1 
blood  of  the  sacrifices  stained,  as  I  have  1 
said  alrcjdy,  and  which  foretold  that  this  his 
meeting  tiie  soldiers  would  not  be  for  his 
good.  Then  did  Norbanus  meet  them,  who 
was  one  of  the  principal  nobility  of  the  city, 
and  could  show  many  generals  ot  armies 
among  his  ancestors;  but  they  paid  no  regard 
to  his  dignity:  yet  was  he  of  such  great 
strength,  that  be  wrested  the  sword  of  the 
first  of  those  that  assaulted  him  out  of  his 
bands,  and  appeared  plainly  not  to  be  willing 
to  die  without  a  struggle  for  bis  life,  until  he 
was  surrounded  by  a  great  number  cf  assail- 
ants, and  died  by  the  multitude  of  the  wounds 
which  they  gave  him.  The  third  man  was 
Anteius,  a  senator,  and  a  few  others  with 
him.  He  did  not  meet  with  these  Germans 
by  chance,  as  the  rest  did  before,  but  came  to 
show  his  hatred  to  Caius,  and  because  he  loved 
to  see  Caius  lie  dead  with  his  own  eyes,  and 
took  a  pleasure  in  that  sight;  for  Caius  had 
banished  .■Vnteiua's  father,  who  was  of  the 
same  name  with  himself,  and,  being  not 
satisfied  with  that,  he  sent  out  his  soldiers,  and 
slew  him;  so  he  was  come  to  rejoice  at  the 
sight  of  him,  now  he  was  dead.  Uut  as  the 
bouse  was  now  all  in  a  tumult,  when  be  was 
aiming  to  hide  himself,  he  could  not  escape 
that  accurate  search  which  the  Germans  made, 
while  they  barbarously  slew  those  that  were 
guilty  and  those  that  were  not  guilty,  and  this 
equally  also.  And  thus  were  these  [three] 
perstAis  slain. 

ll>.  But  when  the  rumour  that  Caius  was 
slain  reached  the  theatre,  ihey  were  astonished 
at  i[,  and  could  not  Relieve  it:  even  some  that 
enteruined  his  destruction  with  great  plea- 
sure, and  were  more  desirous  of  its  happening 
than  almost  any  other  satisfaction  that  could 
come  to  them,  were  under  such  a  fear,  that 
they  could  not  believe  it.  There  were  also 
those  who  greatly  distrusted  it,  because  they 
were  uiuviUing  that  any  such  thing  should 
come  to  Caius,  nor  could  believe  it,  though  it 
were  ever  so  true,  because  they  thought  no 
man  could  possil>ly  have  so  much  power  as 
to  kill  Cuius.  These  were  the  women,  and 
the  children,  and  the  slaves,  and  some  of  the 
soldiery.  This  last  sort  had  taken  his  pay, 
and  in  a  manner  tyrannized  with  bira,  and 
had  abused  the  best  of  the  citizens,  in  being 
subservient  to  his  unjust  c-ommaiids,  in  order 
to  gain  honours  and  advantages  to  themselves; 
but  for  the  women  and  the  youth,  they  had 


been  inveigled  with  shows,  and  the  fightini,-3 
of  the  gladiators,  and  certain  distributions  uf 
dL'sh-ineat  among  them,  which  things  in  pp:.. 
tence  were  designed  for  the  pleasing  of  the 
multitude,  but  in  reabty  to  satiate  the  barba- 
rous cruelty  and  madness  of  Caius.  'Ine 
slaves  also  were  sorry,  because  they  were  by 
Caius  allowed  to  accuse  and  to  despise  their 
masters,  and  they  could  have  recourse  to  hia 
assistance  when  they  had  unjustly  alfronttd 
them;  for  he  was  very  easy  in  bebeving  thtm 
against  their  masters,  even  when  they  accused 
them  falsely;  and,  if  they  would  discover  what 
money  their  masters  had,  they  uiigbt  soon 
obtain  both  riches  and  liberty, as  the  rewards  of 
their  accusations,  because  the  reward  of  these 
intbrmers  was  the  eighth"  part  of  the  crimi- 
nal's substance.  As  to  the  nobles,  although 
the  report  appeared  credible  to  some  of  them, 
either  because  they  knew  of  the  plot  before- 
hand, or  because  they  wished  it  might  be 
true;  however,  they  concealed  not  only  the 
joy  they  had  at  the  relation  of  it,  but  tliat  they 
had  heard  any  thing  at  all  about  it.  These 
last  acted  so,  out  of  the  fear  they  had  that  if 
the  report  proved  false,  they  should  be  pun- 
ished, for  having  so  soon  let  men  know  tbcil 
minds,  lint  those  that  knew  Caius  was  dead, 
because  they  were  partners  with  the  conspira« 
tors,  they  concealed  all  still  more  cautiously, 
as  not  knowing  one  another's  minds;  and 
fearing  lest  they  should  speak  of  it  to  some  of 
those  to  whom  the  continuance  of  tyranny 
wa-s  advantageous;  and,  if  Caius  should  prove, 
to  be  alive,  they  might  be  informed  against, 
and  punisheil.  And  another  report  went 
about,  that  although  Caius  had  been  wounded 
indeed,  yet  was  not  be  dead,  but  alive  still, 
and  uiuier  the  physician's  hands.  Nor  was 
any  one  looked  upon  by  another  as  faithtul 
enough  to  be  trusted,  and  to  whom  any  one 
would  open  his  mind;  for  he  was  either  a 
friend  to  Caius,  and  therefore  suspected  to 
favour  his  tyranny,  or  he  was  one  that  hated 
hiin,  who  therefore  might  be  suspected  to 
deserve  the  less  credit,  because  of  his  ill-will 
to  him.  Nay,  it  was  said  by  some  Canil  this 
indeed  it  was  that  deprived  the  nobihty  of  their 
hopes,  and  made  them  sad)  that  Caius  was  in 
a  condition  to  despise  the  dangers  he  had 
been  in,  and  took  no  care  of  healing  his 
wounds,  but  was  gotten  away  into  the  market, 
place,  and,  blooiiy  as  he  was,  was  making  an 
harangue  to  the  people.  And  these  were  the 
conj.ctural  reports  of  those  that  were  so 
unreasonable  as  to  endeavour  to  raise  tumults, 
which  they  turned  difTerent  ways,  according 
to  the  opinions  of  the  hearers.  Yet  did  they, 
not  leave  their  seats,  for  fear  of  being 
accused,  if  they  should  go  out  before  the  rest; 
for  they  should  not  be  sentenced  according 

•  T^is  reward  propoi<*d  by  the  Roman  laws  to  In- 
formers, was  soinetimrs  art  cuhlli  pait  ol  liie  criminals 
§!<Nxl),  ns  lirrci  Kifl  suiurtiints  a  lourtli  part,  a s  Span* 
beuu  k^urv,  ua.  fiuiu  ^aclouus  and  TacUui. 
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ta  the  real  intention  with  which  they  went 
out,  but  according  to  the  supposals  of  the 
accusers,  and  otibe  judges. 

17*  But  now  a  multitude  of  Germans  had 
surrounded  the  theatre  with  their  swords 
drawn ;  all  the  spectators  looked  for  nothing 
but  death  ;  and  at  every  one's  coming  in,  a 
fear  seised  upon  them,  as  it  they  were  to  be 
cut  in  pieces  inimediiitely;  and  in  great  dis^-^ 
tress  they  were,  as  neither  having  courau'e 
enough  to  go  out  of  the  theatre,  nor  believing 
themselves  safe  from  dangers  if  they  tarrieu 
there.  And  when  the  Germans  came  upon 
them,  the  cry  was  so  great,  that  the  theatre 
rang  again  with  the  entreaties  of  the  spectators 
to  the  soldiers,  pleading  that  they  were  entirely 
ignorant  of  every  thing  that  related  to  sucti 
seditious  eontrivunces,  and  if  there  were  any 
■edition  raised,  they  knew  nothing  of  it;  they 
therelbre  begged  that  they  would  spare  them, 
and  not  punish  those  that  had  not  the  least 
hand  in  such  bold  crimes  as  belonged  to  other 
persons,  while  they  neglected  to  search  after 
such  as  had  really  done  w  hatsoever  it  be  that 
hath  been  done.  Thus  did  these  people  ap- 
peal to  God,  and  deplore  their  infelicity  with 
shedding  of  tears  and  beating  their  faces,  and 
said  every  thing  that  the  most  imminent 
danger,  and  the  utmost  concern  for  their  lives, 
could  dictate  to  them.  This  brake  the  fury 
of  the  soldiers,  and  made  them  repent  of  what 
they  minded  to  do  to  the  spectators,  which 
would  have  been  the  greatest  instance  of 
cruelty.  And  so  it  appeared  to  even  these 
savages,  when  they  had  once  fixed  the  beads 
of  those  that  were  slain  with  Asprenas  upon 
the  altar;  at  which  sight  the  spectators  were 
sorely  afflicted,  both  upon  the  consideration 
of  the  dignity  of  the  persons,  and  out  of  a 
commiseration  of  their  sufferings;  nay,  indeeil, 
they  were  almost  in  as  great  disorder  at  the 
prospect  of  the  danger  themselves  were  in, 
seeing  it  was  still  uncertain  whether  they 
should  entirely  escape  the  like  calamity. 
Whence  it  was,  that  such  as  thoroughly  and 
justly  hated  Cains,  could  yet  no  way  enjoy 
the  pleasure  of  his  death,  because  they  were 
themselves  in  jeopardy  of  perishing  together 
with  him;  nor  had  they  hitherto  any  firm 
assurance  of  surviring. 

It*.  There  was  at  this  time,  one  Euaristus 
Arnintius,  a  public  crier  in  the  market,  and 
therefore  of  a  strong  and  audible  voice,  who 
vied  in  wealth  with  the  richest  of  the  Romans, 
and  was  able  to  do  what  he  pleased  in  the 
city,  botli  then  and  afterward.  This  man  put 
biniself  into  the  most  mournful  habit  he  could, 
'althmiph  he  had  a  greater  hatred  against 
Cains  than  any  one  else;  hw  fear  and  hi.'-  wise 
Coutlivance  to  gain  his  safet.  taii(;lit  him  ^o  • 
Ut  ifo,  an"/l  |N*eViillet?  over  "his  [b'e>eni  (Measure;  I 
so  he  ^>ut  on  r-iicii  a  u>oiiri.:ul  ilress  ,i.-  li,- 
Vvoulii  j.av«-  (loi.e  Uum  lie  •u.-l  jvp  t^<tiv>\ 
fni-nns  lii  ihe  vvi*iiii;  ini>  chu*  .c.m.i-  .*>uj  idv 
theatre,  and  inioHuuir  ti.eii" T>r  tw^\:isnirui 


Caius,  and  by  this  means  put  an  end  to  that 
state  of  ignorance  the  nten  had  been  in.  Ar» 
runtius  also  went  round  about  the  pillars,  and 
called  out  to  the  Germans,  as  did  the  tiibuues 
with  him,  bidding  them  put  up  their  swords, 
and  telling  theui  that  Caius  was  dead;  and 
this  proclamation  it  was  pluiidy  which  saved 
those  that  were  collected  together  in  the 
theatre,  ami  all  the  rest  w  ho  any  way  met  the 
Germans;  for  while  they  had  hopes  that  Caius 
had  still  any  breath  in  him,  they  abstained 
from  no  sort  of  mischief;  and  sudi  an  abun- 
dant kindness  they  still  bad  for  Caius,  that 
they  would  willingly  have  prevented  the  plot 
agaiixst  him,  aiid  procured  his  escape  from  so 
Siul  a  nnsfortune,  at  the  ejcpense  of  their  own 
lives;  but  they  now  left  off  the  warm  zeaJ 
they  had  to  punish  his  enemies,  now  they 
were  fully  sati^hed  that  Caius  was  deaii,  he- 
cause  it  was  now  in  vuin  for  them  to  show 
their  zeal  and  kindness  to  him,  w  hen  he  who 
should  reward  them  was  perished.  They 
were  also  afraid  that  they  should  be  punished 
by  the  senate,  if  they  should  go  on  in  doing 
such  injuries,  that  is,  in  case  the  authority 
of  the  supreme  governor  should  revert  to 
thcni;  and  thus  at  length  a  stop  was  put, 
though  not  without  diHiculty,  to  that  rage 
which  possessed  the  Germans  on  account  of 
Caius's  death. 

19.  But  Cherea  was  so  much  afraid  for 
Minucianus.  lest  he  should  light  upon  the 
Germans,  now  they  were  in  their  fury,  that 
he  went  and  spake  to  every  one  of  the  sol- 
diers, and  prajed  them  to  take  care  of  his 
preservation,  and  made  himself  great  inquiry 
about  him,  lest  he  should  have  been  slain; 
and  for  Clement,  he  let  Minucianus  go  when 
he  was  brought  to  him,  and,  with  many  other 
of  the  senators,  affirmed  the  action  was  right, 
and  commended  the  virtue  of  those  that  con- 
trived it,  and  had  courage  enough  to  execute 
it;  and^eaid,  that  "  tyrants  do  indeed  please 
themselves  and  look  big  for  a  while,  upon 
having  the  power  to  act  unjustly;  but  do  not, 
however,  go  happily  out  of  the  world,  because 
they  are  hated  by  the  virtuous;  and  that 
C;uus,  together  with  all  his  unhappiness,  was 
become  a  conspirator  against  himself,  before 
these  other  men  who  attacked  him  did  so; 
and  by  becoming  intolerable,  in  setting  asi<Ift 
the  wise  provision  the  laws  had  made,  taught 
his  dearest  friends  to  treat  him  as  an  eiiemj  ; 
insomuch,  that  although  in  common  dis- 
course these  con-pirators  were  those  that 
slew  Caius,  yet  that,  in  reality,  he  lies  now 
dead  as  perishing  by  his  owii  self." 

•iO.  Now  by  this  time  the  people  in  the 
theatre  were  arisen  from  their  seats,  and  those 
that  were  therein  made  a  my  great  disturo- 
ancej  the  cause  of  which  "as  this,  that  the 
-p.itaiors  wfre  too  h.i->:y  in  getting  aw«y. 
TlieVe  v*as  al-sii  Oiu;  Alewiii.  a  physician,  who 
t.a1:iie<i  avvai','  as  if  to  cure  tiiose  ttat  vr-^'i 
MouiMetl.-'"jiity.- uiulcr  that  preleuce,  he  nod 
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those  that  were  vrith  him  to  fetch  what  things 
wer ;  [luce^sarv  for  the  healing  of  those  wounUed 
per^DMj,  bvit  in  reality  to  get  them  clear  of 
the  present  danfifers  they  were  in.  Now  the 
£t'ii:ite,  during  this  interval,  had  met,  and  the 
people  also  assembled  together  in  the  accus- 
toui'd  form,  and  were  both  employed  in 
AL'Hrehitig  alter  the  murderers  of  Caius.  The 
peofile  did  it  very  zealously,  but  the  senate  in 
appearance  only;  for  there  was  present  Vale- 
rius of  Asia,  one  that  had  been  consul;  this 
luan  went  to  the  people,  as  they  were  in  dis- 
order, and  very  uneasy  that  they  could  not 
yet  discover  who  they  were  that  had  murdered 
the  emperor;  he  was  then  earnestly  asked  by 
theui  till,  who  it  was  that  had  done  it?  lie 
replied,  "1  wish  I  had  been  the  man."  The 
consuls*  also  published  an  edict,  wherein 
they  accused  Caius,  and  gave  order  to  the 
people  then  got  together,  and  to  the  soldiers, 
to  go  home,  and  gave  the  people  hopes  of 
tte  abatement  of  the  oppressions  they  lay 
under;  and  promised  the  soldiers,  if  they  lay 
quiet  as  they  used  to  do,  and  would  nut  go 
tohroud  to  do  mischief  unjustly,  that  they 
ivould  bestow  rewards  upon  them;  for  there 
was  refson  to  fear  lest  the  city  mifjht  suffer 
barm  by  their  wild  and  ungovi-rnable  beha- 
viour, if  they  should  once  betake  themselves 
to  spoil  the  citizens,  or  plunder  the  temples. 
And  now  the  whole  multitude  of  the  senators 
were  assembled  together,  and  especially  those 
that  had  conspired  to  take  away  the  life  of 
Caius,  who  put  on  at  this  time  an  air  of  great 
assurance,  and  appeared  with  great  inagnani- 
Diity,  as  if  the  administration  of  public  affairs 
were  already  devolved  upon  them. 


CHAPTER  XL 

HOWTHESENHTORS  DETERMINED  TO  RESTORE 
THE  DEMOCRACY;  BUT  THE  SOLDIERS  WERE 
FOR  PRESERVINQ  THE  MONARCHY.  CON- 
CERNING THE  SLAUGHTER  OF  CAIUS'S  WIFE 
AND  DAUGIITEE.  A  CHARACTER  OF  CAIUs's 
MORALS. 

§  1.  When  the  public  affairs  were  in  this 
posture,  Claudius  was  on  the  sudden  hurried 
»way  out  of  his  house;  for  the  soldiers  had 
meeting  together;  and  when  they  had 
debated  about  what  was  to  be  done,  they  sav>' 
that  a  democracy  was  incapable  of  managing 
such  a  vast  weight  of  public  affairs;  and  that 
if  it  should  be  set  up,  it  would  not  be  for 
their  advantage;  and  in  case  any  one  of  those 
already  in  the  government  should  obtain  the 
supreme  power,  it  would  in  all  respects  be  to 
their  grief,  if  they  were  not  assisting  to  him 
I-- 

j;  *  Tbe«e  cinn»uU  are  nameil  in  th*  W'ar  of  the  Jew* 
^kii  en.  XJ  fttfi-L  i).  Senliurt  "^nlurnintiianil  I*.iin|t"Uiu» 
bccuiitlui.  ii»  ■sj.tiilitiiii  iiules  here  The  njii-ecli  uf  llic 
^uuitr  If  •Ucui  u  »«t  duwu  ia  tlie  ucxt  cliA^ter,  a«i;t-  'V. 


in  this  advancement:  that  it  would  therefore 
be  right  for  them,  while  the  public  affairs 
were  unsettled,  to  choose  Claudius  emperor, 
who  was  uncle  to  the  deceased  Caius,  and  of 
a  superior  dignity  and  worth  to  every  one  of 
those  who  were  assembled  together  in  the 
senate,  both  on  account  of  the  virtues  of  his 
ancestors,  and  of  the  learning  he  had  acquired 
in  his  education;  and  who,  if  once  settled 
in  the  empire,  would  reward  them  according 
to  their  deserts,  and  bestow  largesses  upon 
them.  These  were  their  consultations,  and 
they  executed  the  same  imineuialely.  Clau- 
dius was  therefore  seized  upon  suddenly  by 
the  soldiery.  Hut  C'neus  Sentius  Saturni- 
nus,  although  he  understood  that  Claudius 
was  seized,  and  that  he  intended  to  claim  the 
government,  unwillingly  indeed  in  appear- 
ance, but  in  reality  by  his  own  free  consent, 
stood  up  in  the  senate,  and,  without  being 
dismayed,  made  an  exhortatory  oration  to 
them,  and  such  a  one  indeed  as  was  tit  for 
men  of  iVeedoui  and  generosity,  and  spake 
thus:— 

2.  "Although  it  be  a  thing  incredible,  O 
Ilomansl  because  of  tlie  great  length  of  time, 
that  so  unexpected  an  event  hath  happened, 
yet  are  we  iu>w  in  possession  of  liberty.  How 
long  indeed  this  will  hist  is  uncertain,  and  lies 
at  the  disposal  of  the  guils,  whose  grant  it  is; 
yet  such  it  is  as  is  sutlicieiit  to  make  us 
rejoice,  and  be  happy  for  the  present,  although 
we  may  soon  be  deprived  of  it;  tor  one  hour 
is  sullieient  to  those  that  are  exercised  in  vir- 
tue, wherein  we  may  live  witii  a  mind  account- 
able only  to  ourselves,  in  our  own  country,  now 
frn*i,  and  governed  by  such  laws  as  this  coun- 
try once  liourished  under.  As  for  myselt,  I 
cannot  remember  our  former  time  of  liberty, 
as  being  born  alter  it  was  gone;  but  1  am 
beyond  measure  tilled  with  joy  at  the  thoughts 
of  our  present  freetloni.  1  also  esteem  those 
that  were  born  and  brought  up  in  that  our 
former  liberty  happy  men,  and  that  those  men 
are  worthy  of  no  less  esteem  than  the  gods 
themselves,  who  have  given  us  a  taste  of  it 
in  this  age;  and  I  heartily  wish  that  this  quiet 
enjoyment  of  it,  which  we  have  at  present, 
might  continue  to  all  ages.  However,  this 
single  day  may  suliice  for  our  youth,  as  well 
as  for  us  that  are  in  years.  It  will  seem  an 
age  to  our  old  men,  if  they  might  die  during 
its  happy  duration:  it  may  also  be  for  the 
initruction  of  the  younger  sort,  what  kinil  of 
virtue  those  men,  from  whose  loins  we  are 
derived,  were  exercised  in.  As  for  ourselves, 
our  business  is,  during  the  space  of  time,  to 
live  virtuously,  —  than  which  nothing  can  be 
more  to  our  advantage;  which  course  of  virtue 
it  is  alone  that  can  preserve  our  liberty;  for, 
as  to  our  ancient  state,  I  have  heard  of  it  by 
the  relations  of  others;  but  as  to  our  later 
state,  during  my  Ui'etime,  1  have  known  it  by 
experience,  and  learned  tliercbj  wliat  mischief 
I  tyrannies  have  brought   upuu   this   cominoa- 
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WRfilth,  (Usconraging' »1I  virtue,  and  ilepriving 
persons  of  nuu^niLtiiiiiity  of  tlu-ir  libirty,  and 
provirif;  thu  teachers  of  Ilatiery  and  blavinh 
keur,  because  it  leaves  the  public  administra- 
tion not  to  be  governed  by  wise  laws,  but  by 
the  humour  of  those  that  govern.  For  since 
Julius  Cx^ir  took  it  into  bis  head  to  dissolve 
our  democracy,  and,  by  overbearing  the  regu- 
lar system  of  our  laws,  to  bring  disorders 
into  our  administration,  and  to  get  above  right 
and  justice,  and  to  be  a  sta\'e  to  his  own  in- 
clinations, there  is  no  kind  of  misery  but  what 
hath  tended  to  the  subversion  of  this  city; 
wiiile  all  those  that  have  succeeded  him  have 
striven  one  wnth  another  to  overthrow  the 
ancient  laws  of  their  country,  and  have  left  it 
destitute  of  such  citizens  as  were  of  generous 
principles;  because  they  thought  it  tended  t* 
their  safety  to  have  vicious  men  to  converse 
withal,  and  not  only  to  break  the  spirits  of 
those  that  were  best  esteemed  for  their  virtue, 
but  to  resolve  upon  their  utter  destruction. 
Of  all  which  emperors,  who  have  been  many 
in  number,  and  who  laid  upon  us  insutTerable 
hardships  during  the  times  of  their  govern- 
ment, this  Caius,  who  bath  been  slain  to-day, 
hath  brought  more  ternble  calamities  upon  us 
than  did  all  the  rest,  not  only  by  exercising 
his  ungoverned  rage  upon  his  fellow- citizens, 
but  also  upon  his  kindred  and  friends,  and 
alike  upon  all  otbcrs,  and  by  inflicting  still 
greater  miseries  upon  them,  as  punishments, 
which  they  never  deserved,  be  being  equally 
furious  against  men  and  against  the  gods;  for 
tyrants  are  not  content  to  gain  their  sweet 
pleasure,  and  this  by  acting  injuriously,  and 
in  the  vexation  they  bring  both  u[)on  men's 
estates  and  their  vuves,  —  but  they  look  upon 
that  to  be  their  principal  advantage,  when  they 
can  utterly  overthrow  the  entire  families  of 
their  enemies;  while  all  lovers  of  liberty  are 
the  enemies  of  tyranny.  Nor  can  those  that 
patiently  endure  what  miseries  they  bring  on 
them  gain  their  friendship;  for  as  they  are 
conscious  of  the  abundant  mischiefs  they  have 
brought  on  these  men,  and  how  magnanimously 
they  have  borne  their  hard  fortunes,  they 
cannot  but  be  sensible  what  evils  tbey  have 
done,  and  thence  only  depend  on  security 
from  what  they  are  suspicious  of,  if  it  may  be 
in  their  power  to  take  them  quite  out  of  the 
world.  Since,  then,  we  are  now  gotten  clear 
of  such  great  misfortunes,  and  are  only 
accountable  to  one  another  (which  form  o( 
governi.jent  affords  us  the  best  assurance  of 
our  present  concord,  and  promises  us  the  best 
security  from  all  evil  designs,  and  will  be  most 
for  our  own  glory  in  settling  the  city  in  good 
ordprj,  you  ought,  every  one  of  you  in  parti- 
cular, to  make  provision  for  his  own,  and  in 
general  for  the  public  utility;  or,  on  the  con- 
trary, they  may  declare  their  dissent  to  such 
things  as  have  been  proposed,  and  this  with- 
out any  hazard  of  danger  to  come  upon  them, 
•—because  they  have  now  no  lord  set  over 


them,  who.  without  fear  of  punishment,  could 
do  mischief  to  the  city,  and  had  an  uncon- 
troll.tble  power  to  take  off  those  that  freely 
declared  their  opinions.  Nor  has  any  ihiirg 
so  much  contributed  to  this  increase  of 
tyranny  of  late  as  sloth,  and  a  timorous  for- 
bearance of  contradicting  the  emperor's  will; 
while  men  had  an  over-great  inclination  to 
the  sweetness  of  peace,  and  bad  learned  to 
live  like  slaves,  and  as  many  of  us  as  either 
beard  of  intolerable  calamities  that  happened 
at  a  distance  from  us,  or  saw  the  miseries  that 
were  near  u«,  out  of  the  dread  of  dying 
virtuously,  endured  a  death  joined  with  the 
utmost  infatry.  ^Ve  ought,  then,  in  the  first 
place,  to  decree  the  greatest  honours  we  are 
able  to  those  that  have  taken  off  the  tyrant, 
especially  to  Cherea  Cassius ;  for  ibis  one 
man,  with  the  assistance  of  the  gods,  hath,  by 
bis  counsel  and  by  his  actions,  been  the  pro-  * 
curer  of  our  liberty.  Nor  ought  we  to  for|vt 
biin  now  we  have  recovered  our  liberty,  who, 
under  the  foregoing  tyranny,  took  counsel 
beforehand,  and  beforehand  hazarded  himself 
for  our  liberties;  but  ought  to  decree  him 
proper  honours,  and  thereby  freely  declare, 
that  he,  from  the  beginning,  acted  with  our 
approbation.  And  certainly  it  is  a  very  ex- 
cellent thing,  and  what  becomes  freemen,  to 
requite  their  benefactors,  as  this  man  hath 
been  a  benefactor  to  us  all,  though  not  at  all 
Jke  Cas^ius  and  Brutus,  who  slew  Caius 
Julius  [CiEsar];  for  those  men  laid  the  foun- 
dations of  sedition  and  civil  wars  in  our  city; 
—  but  this  man,  together  with  his  slaughter 
of  tne  tyrant,  bath  set  our  city  free  from  all 
those  sad  miseries  which  arose  from  the 
tyranny. "• 

3.  And-this  was  the  purport  of  Scntius's 
oration,  which  was  received  with  pleasure  by 
the  senators,  and  by  as  many  of  the  equestrian 
order  as  were  present.  And  now  one  Tre- 
bellius  IMaximus  rose  up  hastily,  and  took 
from  Sentius's  finger  a  ring,  which  had  a 
stone,  with  the  image  of  Caius  engraven  upon 
it,  and  which,  in  bis  zeal  in  speaking,  and  his 
earnestness  in  doing  what  he  was  about,  as  it 
was  supposed,  he  had  forgotten  to  lake  otf 
himself.  This  sculpture  was  broken  imme- 
diately. But  as  it  was  now  far  in  the  night, 
Cherea  demanded  of  the  consuls  the  watch- 
word, who  gave  him  this  word,  Liberty 
These  facts  were  the  subjects  of  admiration 
to  themselves,  and  almost  incredible;  for  il 
was  a  hundred    yearsf  since  the  democracy 

•  In  this  oration  of  Sentiu»  Saturninu*,  we  may  »ee 
tht  great  value  virtuous  men  put  upon  piiblin  lib»Ttt, 
»r.d  th«  f^  misery  they  underwenl  while  tbey  wee* 
lyraonizvd  over  b)  such  eiii|>tTurt  as  Caius  Sire  Jose- 
phtis's  own  slii.ri  but  pithy  irtltction  at  ihe  end  of  Uif 
chapter:  ••  >o  difticult,"  s.iys  he.  -  il  is  for  tho^e  lo  ub- 
t&in  the  virtue  Uat  is  necessary  to  a  wise  iD»n,  win 
have  the  iibsi^lult  power  to  do  what  the)  please  ■AitbiiUt 
control." 

♦  Hrnce  we  learn  thai,  in  tde  opinion  of  Salnrninaa, 
th^  Mtvei'itn  .-iiilb..ri1y  r»f  t^«-  consiiU  and  •ei.ale  tui 
heen  l:iken  ««a\  ju.sl  one  hjndied  yfacsbelore  the -leath 
ul  Caiusi  A.  D.  41;  or  lU  tii«  U>(b  >ear  belont  the  Cbfti^ 
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ha'l  been  laid  aside,  when  tbia  giving  the 
watcti-worii  returned  to  the  consuls;  for, 
btture  the  city  was  suliject  to  tyrants,  they 
were  tlie  conunaiiders  ot  the  sohliers.  liut 
when  Cherea  bad  received  that  watch-word, 
he  delivered  it  to  those  who  were  on  the 
»enate's  side,  which  were  four  regiments,  who 
esteemed  tlie  governuieut  without  emperors 
to  he  preferable  to  tyranny,  So  these  went 
away  with  their  tribuiics.  The  people  al-o 
now  departed  very  joyful,  full  of  hope  and  of 
courage,  as  having  recovered  their  b»rmer 
democrary,  and  no  longer  under  an  emperor; 
and  Cherea  was  in  very  great  esteem  with 
them. 

4.  And  now  Cherea  was  very  uneasy  that 
Oaius's  daughter  and  wife  were  still  alive, 
and  that  all  bis  faiuily  did  not  perish  with 
him,  since  whosoever  was  left  of  them  must 
be  left  for  the  ruin  of  the  city  and  of  the 
laws.  Moreover,  in  order  to  finish  this  matter 
with  the  utmost  zeal,  and  in  order  to  satisfy 
bis  hatred  of  Caius,  be  sent  Julius  Lupus, 
one  of  the  tribunes,  to  kill  Caius's  wite  and 
daughter.  They  pro|)osed  this  ollice  to 
Lupus  as  to  a  kinsman  of  Clement,  that  be 
might  be  so  far  a  partaker  of  this  murder  of 
the  tyrant,  and  might  rejoice  in  the  virtue  of 
having  assisted  his  fellow-citizens,  and  that 
be  might  appi-ar  to  have  been  u  partaker  with 
those  that  were  tirst  in  their  designs  against 
him;  yet  did  this  action  appear  to  some  of 
the  conspirators  to  be  too  cruel,  as  to  this 
using  such  severity  to  a  woman,  because 
Caius  did  more  indulge  bis  own  ill-nature 
than  use  her  advice  in  all  that  he  did;  from 
which  ill-nature  it  was  that  the  city  was  in 
80  desperate  a  condition  with  the  miseries  that 
were  brought  on  it,  and  the  flower  of  the 
city  was  destroyed;  but  others  accused  her  of 
giving  her  consent  to  these  things;  nay,  they 
ascribed  all  that  Caius  had  done  to  her  as  the 
Cause  of  it,  and  said  slie  had  given  a  potion  to 
Caius,  which  bad  made  him  obnoxious  to  her, 
and  had  tied  bim  down  to  love  her  by  such 
evil  methods;  insomuch  that  she,  having  ren- 
dered bim  distracted,  was  become  the  author 
of  all  the  mischiefs  that  had  befallen  the 
Romans,  and  that  habitable  world  whi(;b  was 
subject  to  them.  So  that  at  length  it  was 
determined  that  she  must  die;  nor  could 
those  of  the  contrary  opinion  at  all  prevail  to 
have  her  saved;  and  Lupus  was  sent  accord- 
ingly. Nor  was  there  any  delay  miule  in 
executing  what  be  went  about,  but  he  was 
subservient  to  those  who  sent  him  on  the  tirst 
opportunity,  as  desirous  to  be  no  way  blame- 
able  in  what  might  be  done  for  the  advantage 
of  the  people.  So,  when  be  was  come  into 
the  palace,  be  found  Cesonia,  who  was  Caius's 
wife,  lying  bv  her  husband's  dead  body,  which 
also  lay  down  on  the  ground,  and  destitute 
of    all    such    things    as    the    law    allows    to 

U«n  Hsra,  wlieii  tlie  firal  uiumvirate  begao  under  Chuulf, 
Pompey,  aod  Oraiaiu. 


the  dead,  end  all  over  herself  besmeared  with 
the    blood    of    her    husband's    wounds,    and 
bewailing  the  great  adliclion  she  was   under, 
her  daughter  lying  by  her  also;   and  nothing 
else  was  heard  in  these  her  circumstances  but 
her    complaint   of  Caius,   as   if   be    bad    not 
regarded    \\  bat    she    ba<l    often    told    him    of 
beforehand;   which  words  of  hers  were  t.iken 
ifl  a  different  sense  even  at  that  time,  aim  are 
now  esteemed  equally  ambiguous  by  those  that 
bear  of  them,  and  are  still  interpreted  acfoid- 
ing   to    the  different  intlinutioiis    of   people. 
Now  some  said  that  the  woids  denoted,  that 
she    had  advised   hiiii   to   leave   off  bis   mad 
behaviour  and   his  barbarous  cruelty  to   the 
citizens,  ami  to  govern  the  public  with  mode- 
ration and   virtue,  lest   be   should   perish    by 
the  same  way,  upon  their  using  him  as  he  had 
used  them.     iSut  some  said,  that  as  certain 
words  had  passed  concerning  the  conspirators, 
she  desired  Caius  to  make  no  delay,  but  imme- 
diately  to  put  them  all   to  death;    and  this 
whether    they   were  guilty  or  not,  and  that 
thereby  he  would  be  out  of  the  fear  of  any 
danger;  and  that  this  was  what  she  reproached 
him  for  when  she  advised   him  so  to  do,  tut 
be  was  too  slow  and  tender  in  the  matter. 
And  this  was  what  Cesonia  said;    and   what 
the    opinions    of   men    were    about    it.      liut 
when  she  saw   Lupus  approach,  she  showed 
him  Caius's  dead  body,  and    persua<led    bun 
to  come  nearer,  with  lamentation  and  teais; 
and    as    she    perceived    that    Lupus    was    in 
disorder,  and  approached  her  in  order  to  exe- 
cute some  design  disagreeable  to  himself,  she 
was  well  aware  tor  what  purpose  he  came,  and 
stretched  out  her  naked  throat,  and  that  very 
cheerfully  to  bim,  bewaibng  her  case,  like  one 
utterly  despairing  ol  her  ble,  and  bidding  bim 
not  to  boggle  at  finishing  the   tragedy  they 
had  resolved  upon   relating  to  her.      So  she 
boldly  received  her  death's  wound  at  the  hand 
of  Lupus,  as  did  the  daughter  after  her.      So 
Lupus  made  baste  to  inform  Cherea  of  what 
he  had  done. 

5.  This  was  the  end  of  Caius,  after  he  bad 
reigned  four  years,  within  four  months.  He 
was,  even  before  he  came  to  be  emperor, 
ill-natured,  and  one  that  had  arrived  at  the 
utmost  pitch  of  wickedness;  a  slave  to  bis 
pleasures,  and  a  lover  of  calumny;  greatly 
affected  by  every  terrible  accident,  and  on  that 
account  oi'  a  very  murderous  disposition  where 
he  durst  show  it.  He  enjoyed  bis  exorbitant 
power  to  this  only  purpose,  to  injure  those 
who  least  deserved  it,  with  unreasonable  inso- 
lence, and  got  bis  wealth  by  murder  and 
injustice.  He  laboured  to  appear  above  regard- 
ing either  what  was  divine  or  agreeable  to  the 
laws,  but  was  a  slave  to  the  commendations 
of  the  populace;  and  whatsoever  the  laws 
determined  to  be  shameful,  and  punished,  that 
be  esteemed  more  honouralde  than  what  was 
virtuous.  He  was  unimiidtul  of  his  friends, 
tow  intimate  soever,  and  though  they   were 
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persons  of  the  highest  character;  and,  if  he 
ivas  once  angry  at  any  of  them,  he  would 
inflict  punishment  upon  them  on  the  smallest 
oocaj^ioiis;  and  esteemed  every  man  that 
endeavoured  to  lead  a  virtuous  life  his  enemy  I 
And  whatsoever  be  commanded,  he  would 
not  admit  of  any  contradiction  to  his  inclina- 
tions; -whence  it  was  that  he  had  criminal 
conversation  with  his  own  twister;'  from  which 
occasion  ciiiefly  it  was  also  that  a  bitter  hatred 
first  sprang  up  against  him  among  the  citi- 
zens, thatsort  of  incest  not  having  been  known 
of  a  long- time;  and  so  this  provoked  men  to 
distrust  him,  and  to  hate  him  that  was  guilty 
of  it.  And  for  any  great  or  royal  work  that 
he  ever  did,  which  might  be  for  the  present 
and  for  future  ages,  nobody  can  name  any 
Buch,  but  only  the  haven  that  he  made  about 
Khegium  and  Sicily,  for  the  reception  of  the 
ships  that  brought  corn  from  Egypt;  which 
was  indeed  a  work  without  dispute  very  great 
in  itself,  and  of  very  great  advantage  to  the 
navigation.  Yet  was  not  this  work  brought 
to  perfection  by  him,  but  was  the  one  half  of 
it  left  imperfect,  by  reason  of  his  want  of 
application  to  it;  the  cause  of  which  was  this, 
chat  he  employed  his  studies  about  useless 
matters,  and  that  by  spending  bis  money  upon 
such  pleasures  as  concerne<l  no  one's  benefit 
but  bis  own,  be  could  not  exert  his  liberality 
in  things  that  were  undeniably  of  great  con- 
sequence. Otherwise  he  was  an  excellent 
orator,  and  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
Greek  tongue,  as  well  as  with  bi^own  country 
or  Roman  language.  He  was  als.o  able,  otf- 
hand  and  readily,  to  give  answers  to  composi- 
tions made  by  others,  of  cunsi<!crable  length 
and  accuracy.  He  was  al^o  more  skilful  in 
persuading  others  to  very  great  things  than 
any  one  else,  and  this  from  a  natural  atfabtliiy 
cf  temper,  which  had  been  improved  by  niuch 
exercise  and  pains-taking;  for  a^  he  was  the 
grandsonf  of  the  brother  of  Tiberius,  whose 
successor  he  was,  this  was  a  strong  inducement 
to  his  acquiring  of  learning,  because  Tiberius 
aspired  atter  the  highe-^t  pilch  of  that  sort  of  re- 
putation: and  Caius  aspired  after  the  like  glory 
for  eloquence,  being  induced  thereto  by  the 
letters  ot  his  kinsman  and  his  emperor.  He  was 
also  among  the  tirst  rank  of  his  own  citizens, 
but  the  advantages  he  received  from  his  learn- 
nig  did  not  countervail  the  mischief  he  brought 
upon  himself  in  the  exercise  of  his  authority; 
60  difficult  it  is  for  those  to  obtain  the  virtue 
that  is  necessary  for  a  wise  man,  who  have 
the  absolute  power  to  do  what  they  please 

•  Spanbeim  here  notes  from  Suetnniu!:,  that  the 
Dame  of  Caius's  sisUrr.  with  wliom  Uc  w&s  i;uiUy  of  in- 
cest, was  Diusilla;  and  that  ?uetniiius  adds,  he  was 
piilty  of  the  same  i-riioe  tvilh  all  his  sisters  also  He 
Doles  farther,  that  buelonius  omits  the  mentiou  of  the 
baven  fur  ships,  v^hich  our  aulliur  esteems  the  only  public 
work  for  the  i:ood  of  the  present  and  luiure  aijes  which 
Cains  left  behind  him,  though  in  ao  imperlecl  conduiun. 

f  'I  hia  Caius  \%  as  the  suD  uf  that  excellml  peraou 
OermaDicus.  wbu  wa«  the  sod  of  Urufcua,  the  brother  oi 
Tiberius  Ibe  unpervr 


without  control.  At  the  first  he  got  liimseW 
such  friends  as  were  in  all  rei-pects  the  most 
worthy,  and  was  greatly  beloved  by  them, 
while  he  imitated  their  zealous  application  to 
the  learning,  and  to  the  glorious  actions  of  the 
best  men;  but  when  he  became  insolent  to- 
wards them,  they  laid  aside  the  kindness  they 
had  for  him,  and  began  to  hate  him;  from 
which  hatred  came  that  plot  which  they  raised 
against  him,  and  wherein  he  peri^hed. 


CHAPTER  HI. 

t 

HOW  CLAUDIUS  WAS  SFIZED  UPON,  AND 
BEOUGHT  OUT  OF  HIS  HOUSK,  AND  BROUGHT 
TO  THE  CAMP;  AND  HOW  THE  SENATE  SENT 
AN  EMBASSAGE  TO  HIM.  ^ 

§  1.  Now  Claudius,  as  I  said  before,  went 
out  of  that  way  along  which  Caius  was  gone; 
and  as  the  family  was  in  a  mighty  disorder 
upon  the  sad  accident  of  the  murder  of  Caius, 
he  was  in  great  distress  how  to  save  himself, 
and  U'as  found  to  have  hidden  himself  in  a 
certain  narrow  place,  J  though  he  bad  no 
other  occasion  fur  suspicion  of  any  dangers, 
besides  the  dignity  of  his  birth;  for  while  he 
was  a  private  man,  he  behaved  himself  with 
moderation,  and  was  contented  with  his  pre- 
sent fortune,  applying  himself  to  learning, 
and  especially  tu  that  of  the  Greeks,  and 
keeping  himself  entirely  clear  from  every 
thing  that  might  bring  on  any  disturbance. 
But  at  this  time  the  multitude  were  under  a 
consternation,  and  the  whole  palace  was  fuU 
of  the  soldiers'  madness,  and  the  very  empe- 
ror's guards  seemed  under  the  like  tear  aud 
disorder  «'itb  private  persons,  the  band  called 
pretorian^  which  was  the  purest  part  of  the 
army,  was  in  consultation  what  was  to  be 
done  at  this  juncture.  Now  all  those  that 
were  at  this  consultation,  bad  little  regard  to 
the  punishment  Cains  had  sufitred,  because 
he  justly  deserved  such  his  fortune;  but  they 
were  rather  considering  their  own  circum- 
stances, how  they  might  take  the  best  care  of 
themselves,  especially  while  the  Germans  were 
busy  in  punis-iiing  the  murderers  of  Caius; 
which  yet  was  rather  done  to  gratify  their 
own  savage  temper,  than  tor  the  good  of  the 
public;  all  which  things  disturbed  Claudius, 
who  was  afraid  of  his  own  safetv,  and  this 
particularly  because  he  saw  the  beiids  of  As- 
prenus  and  his  partners  carried  about.  His 
station  had  been  on  a  certain  elevated  place, 
whither  a  few  steps  led  him,  and  whether  he 
had  retired  in  the  dark  by  hims-tlf.  Jiut  when 
Gratus,  who  was  one  of  the  soldiers  that  be- 
longed to  the  palace,  saw  him,  but  did  not 
well  know  by  his  counteuaoce  who  he  was, 

t  The    flrst    place   Cfaudius   came    to  was   ichabitedt 
aad   called    Henneuin,   an    >paaiwuu    hen.*   LOfonB^  M 

lr«}tn  kuclODiuB,  iu  Claud,  o    L  i 
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because  it  was  dark,  though  he  could  well 
iuilge  that  it  was  a  man  who  was  privatflj- 
'here  on  some  design,  he  came  nearer  to  him; 
anil  when  Claudius  desired  that  he  would 
retire,  he  discovered  who  he  was,  and  owned 
jiui  to  be  Claudius.  80  he  said  to  his  fol- 
lowers,  "This  is  a  Germanicus;*  come  on, 
let  us  choose  him  for  our  emperor."  But 
when  Claudius  saw  they  were  making  prepa- 
rations for  taking  him  away  by  force,  and  was 
afraid  they  would  kill  him,  as  they  had  killed 
Caius,  he  besought  them  to  spare  him,  puttiiig 
them  in  mind  how  quietly  he  had  demeaned 
himself,  and  that  he  was  unacquainted  with 
what  had  been  done.  Hereupon  (Jratus  smiled 
upon  him,  and  took  him  by  the  right  hand,  and 
>aid,  "  Leave  off.  Sir,  these  low  thoughts  of 
saving  yourself,  while  you  ought  to  have 
greater  thoughts,  even  of  obtainijig  the  empire, 
which  the  gods,  out  of  their  concern  for  the 
hahilalile  world,  by  taking  Caius  out  of  the 
way,  commit  to  thy  virtuous  conduct.  Go  to, 
therefore,  and  accept  of  the  throne  of  thy 
ancestors."  So  they  took  hicn  up  and  carried 
him,  because  he  was  not  then  able  to  go  on 
foot,  such  was  his  dread  and  his  joy  at  what 
was  told  him. 

2.  Now  there  was  already  gathered  toge- 
ther about  Grains,  a  great  number  of  the 
guards;  and  when  they  saw  Claudius  carried 
olT,  they  looked  with  a  sad  countenance,  as 
supposing  that  he  was  carrii-d  to  execution 
for  the  miscliiefs  that  had  been  lately  done; 
while  yet  they  thought  him  a  man  who  never 
meddled  with  public  alTairs  all  his  life  long, 
and  one  that  had  met  with  no  contemptible 
dangers  under  the  reign  of  Cains;  and  some 
of  them  thought  it  reasonable  that  the  consuls 
thuuld  take  cognizance  of  these  matters;  and, 
as  still  more  and  more  of  the  soldiery  got 
together,  the  crowd  about  him  ran  away,  ami 
Claudius  could  hardly  go  on,  his  body  was 
then  so  weak;  and  those  who  carried  his 
sedan,  upon  an  inquiry  that  was  made  about 
his  being  carried  oil,  ran  away  and  saved 
themselves,  as  despairing  of  their  lord's  pre- 
servation. But,  when  they  were  come  into 
the  large  court  of  the  palace  (which,  as  the 
report  goes  about  it,  was  inhabited  first  of  all 
the  parts  of  the  city  of  Rome),  and  had  just 
reached  the  public  treasury,  many  more  sol- 
diers came  about  him,  as  glad  to  see  Claudius's 
f.ice,  and  thought  it  exceeding  right  to  make 
him  emperor  on  account  of  their  kindness  for 
Germanicus,  who  was  his  brother,  and  had 
left  behind  him  a  vast  reputation  among  all 
that  were  acquainted  with  him.  They  retlectcd 
also  on  the  covetous  temper  of  the  leading 
n\en  of  the  senate,  and  what  great  errors  they 
had  been  guilty  of  when  the  senate  had  the 

^  Hnw  Claudius,  another  sod  of  Dnisas,  which  Dm- 

Bus  was  the  tat'ier  of  (itrmaDicus.  could  be  here  tiiinself 
called  (iemianicus  Sueloniua  iDtorms  us,  when  tie 
assures  us  that,  by  a  decree  of  the  senate,  the  surname  of 
Cenuanicus  w  is  bestowe  I  u;jun  Urusus,  and  his  postC' 
rtt|  also.—  In  Claud,  c  1. 


government  formerly;  they  also  considered 
ihe  iinpossibiUty  of  such  an  undertaking,  as 
also  what  dangers  they  should  be  in,  if  the 
government  should  come  to  a  single  person, 
and  that  such  a  one  shou'.  J  possess  it  as  they 
had  no  hand  in  advancing,  and  not  to  Clau- 
dius, who  would  take  it  as  their  grant,  and  as 
gained  by  their  good-will  to  him,  and  would 
remember  the  favours  they  had  done  him,  and 
would  make  them  a  sulTicienl  recompense  for 
the  same. 

3.  These  were  the  discourses  the  soldiers 
had  one  with  another  by  themselves,  and  they 
communicited  them  to  all  such  as  came  in  to 
them.  Now  those  that  inquired  about  thii 
matter,  willingly  embraced  the  invitation  that 
was  made  them  to  join  with  the  rest:  so  they 
carried  Claudius  into  the  camp,  crowding 
about  hiin  as  his  guard,  and  encompassing  him 
about,  one  chairniiin  still  succeeding  another, 
that  their  vehement  endeavours  might  not  be 
hindered.  But  as  to  the  populace  and  sena- 
tors, they  disagreed  in  their  opinions.  _  The 
latter  were  very  desirous  to  recover  their  for- 
mer dignity,  and  were  zealous  to  get  clear  ol 
the  slavery  that  had  been  brought  on  them 
by  the  injurious  treatment  of  the  tyrants, 
which  the  present  opportunity  afforded  them; 
but  for  the  people,  who  were  envious  against 
them,  and  knew  that  the  emperors  were 
capable  of  curbing  their  covetous  temper,  and 
were  a  refuge  from  them,  they  were  very  glad 
that  Claudius  had  been  seized  upon,  and 
brought  to  then;,  and  thought,  that  if  Clau- 
dius were  made  emperor,  he  would  prevent  a 
civil  war,  such  as  there  was  in  the  days  of 
Ponipey.  But  when  the  senate  knew  that 
Claudius  was  brought  into  the  camp  by  the 
soldiers,  they  sent  to  him  those  of  their  body 
which  had  the  best  character  for  their  virtues, 
that  they  might  inform  him  that  he  ought  to 
do  nothing  by  violence,  in  order  to  gain  the 
government;  that  he  who  was  a  single  person, 
one  either  already,  or  hereafter  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  their  body,  ought  to  yield  to  the  senate, 
which  consisted  of  so  great  a  number;  that 
he  ought  to  let  the  law  take  place  in  the  dis- 
posal of  all  that  related  to  the  public  order, 
and  to  remember  how  greatly  the  former 
tyrantshad  afflicted  their  city,an(l  what  dangers 
both  he  and  they  had  escaped  under  Caius; 
and  that  be  ought  not  to  hate  the  heavy  bur- 
den of  tyranny,  when  the  injury  is  done  by 
others,  while  he  did  himself  wilfully  treat  his 
country  aiter  a  mad  and  insolent  manner; 
that  if  he  would  comply  with  them,  and 
demonstrate  that  his  firm  resolution  was  to 
live  quietly  and  virtuously,  he  would  have  the 
greatest  honours  decreed  to  him  that  a  free 
people  could  bestow;  and  by  subjecting  him- 
self to  the  law,  would  obtain  this  branch  of 
commendation,  that  he  acted  hke  a  man  of 
virtue,  both  as  a  ruler  and  a  subject;  but  that 
if  he  would  act  fooHshly,  and  learn  no  ws- 
dom  by  Caiua's  death,  they  would  not  permit 
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bim  to  go  on;  tljat  a  great  part  of  the  army 
was  got  together  for  them,  with  plenty  of 
\Veapoiis,  and  a  great  nuniber  of  slaves,  which 
they  couM  make  use  of:  that  good  hope  was 
A  great  matter  in  such  cases,  as  was  also  good 
fortune;  and  that  the  gods  would  never  assist 
any  others  but  those  that  undertook  to  act 
Willi  virtue  and  goodness,  who  can  be  no 
Other  than  such  as  fight  for  the  liberty  of  their 
country. 

4.  Now  the  ambassadors,  Veranius'  and 
Brocehus,  who  were  both  of  them  tribunes  of 
the  people,  made  this  speech  to  Claudius ; 
and,  falling  down  upon  their  knees,  they 
begged  of  him  that  he  would  not  throw  the 
city  into  wars  and  misfortunes;  but  when 
they  saw  what  a  multitude  of  soldiers  encom- 
passed and  guarded  Claudius,  and  that  the  ' 
forces  that  were  with  the  consuls  were,  in 
comparison  of  them,  perfectly  inconsiderable,  I 
they  added,  that  if  he  did  desire  the  govern-  ' 
ment,  be  should  accept  of  it  as  given  by  the 
senate;  that  be  would  prosper  better,  and  be 
happier  if  he  came  to  it,  not  by  the  injustice, 
but  by  the  good- will  of  those  that  would 
bestow  it  upon  bim.  | 


CHAPTER  lY. 

WHAT  THINGS  KING  AGBIPPA  DID  FOR  CLaU- 
DirjS;  AND  HOW  CLAUDIUS,  WHKN  HK  HAD 
TAKEN  THE  GOVEUNMtNT,  COMMANDED 
TUE  UaaDERERS  OF  CAIUS  TO  BE  SLAIN. 

§  1.  Now  Claudius,  though  he  was  sensible 
after  what  an  insolent  manner  the  senate  had 
sent  to  him,  yet  did  he,  according  to  their 
advice,  behave  himself  for  the  present  with 
moderation;  but  not  so  fur  that  he  could  not 
lecover  himself  out  of  his  fright;  so  he  was 
encouraged  £to  claim  the  government]  partly 
by  the  boldness  of  the  soldiers,  and  partly  by 
the  persuasion  of  king  Agrippa,  w  liu  exhorted 
bim  not  to  let  sucli  a  dominion  slip  out  of  his 
bands,  when  it  came  thus  tu  him  of  its  own 
accord.  Now  this  Agrippa,  with  relation  to 
Caius,  did  what  became  one  that  hud  been  so 
much  honoured  by  him;  for  be  eujbruced 
Caius's  body  after  be  was  dead,  and  laid  it 
upon  a  bed,  and  covered  it  as  well  as  he  could, 
and  went  out  to  the  guards,  and  told  them 
that  Caius  was  still  ulive;  but  he  said  that 
they  should  call  for  physicians,  since  be  was 
very  Ul  of  h's  wounds.  But  when  he  had 
learned  that  Claudius  was  carried  away  vio- 
lently by  the  soldiers,  he  rushed  through  the 
crowd  to  him,  and  when  be  found  that  he  was 
in  disorder,  and  ready  to  resign  up  the 
government  to  the  senate,  he  encouraged  him, 
and  desired  him  to  keep  the  government; 
but  when  be  had  said  tliis  to  Claudius,  he 
retired  home.  And,  upon  the  seniile's  sending 
for  bim,  he  anointed  hi&  bead  with  ointment. 
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as  if  he  had  lately  accompanied  with  bis  wlfe« 
and  bad  dismissed  hei,  and  then  came  to 
them:  be  also  asked  of  the  senators  what 
Claudius  did;  who  told  him  the  present  state 
of  aSairs,  and  then  asked  his  opinion  abuut 
the  settlement  of  the  public,  lie  told  thera 
in  words,  that  he  was  ready  to  lose  his  life  for 
the  honour  of  the  senate,  but  desired  them 
to  consider  what  was  for  their  advantajje, 
without  any  regard  to  what  was  most  agree- 
able to  them;  for  that  those  who  grasp  at 
government,  will  stand  in  need  of  weapons  and 
soldiers  to  guard  them,  unless  they  will  set 
up  without  any  preparution  for  it,  and  so  fall 
into  danger.  And  when  the  senate  replied, 
that  they  would  bring  in  weapons  in  abun- 
dance, and  money,  and  that  as  to  an  army,  a 
part  of  it  was  already  collected  together  for 
them,  and  they  would  raise  a  larger  one  by 
giving  the  slaves  their  liberty,  ■ —  Agrippa 
made  answer,  ''O  senators!  may  you  be  able 
to  compass  what  \0u  have  a  mind  to;  yet  will 
I  immediately  tell  you  my  thoughts,  because 
they  tend  to  your  preservation.  Take  notice, 
then,  thut  the  army  which  will  fight  for  Clau- 
dius bath  been  long  exercised  in  warlike 
affairs;  but  our  army  will  be  no  better  than  a 
rude  multitude  of  raw  men,  and  those  such 
as  have  been  unexpecte<!]y  made  free  from 
slavery,  and  ungovernable ;  we  must  then 
fight  ag;unst  those  that  are  skilful  in  war, 
with  men  who  know  not  so  much  as  how  to 
draw  their  swords.  So  that  my  opinion  is, 
that  we  should  send  some  persons  to  Clau- 
dius, to  persuade  him  to  lay  down  the  govern- 
ment; and  I  am  ready  to  be  one  of  ycur 
ambassadors." 

2.  Upon  this  speech  of  Agrippa,  the  senate 
complied  with  him,  and  he  was  sent  among 
others,  and  privately  informed  Claudius  of  the 
disorder  the  senate  was  in,  and  gave  him 
instructions  to  answer  them  in  a  somewhat 
commanding  strain,  and  as  one  invested  with 
dignity  and  authority.  Accordingly,  ClaufJius 
said  to  the  ambassadors,  that  he  did  not  wonder 
the  senate  had  no  mind  to  have  an  emperor 
over  them,  becau>e  they  had  been  harassed 
by  the  barbarity  of  those  that  had  formerly 
been  at  the  head  of  their  affairs;  but  ihat  they 
should  taste  (»f  an  equitable  govermnenl  under 
him,  ai'il  moderate  times,  while  he  should 
only  he  their  ruler  in  name,  but  the  authority 
should  be  equally  common  to  them  all;  and 
since  he  had  passed  through  many  and  various 
scenes  of  life  before  their  ejes,  it  would  be 
good  for  thera  not  to  distrust  him.  So  the 
ambassadors,  upon  their  hearing  tbls  bis 
answer,  were  dismissed.  But  Claudius  dis- 
coursed with  the  army  which  was  there  ga- 
thered together,  who  took  oaths  that  they  would 
persist  in  their  fidelity  to  bim;  upon  which 
he  gave  the  guards  every  man  live  thoufand* 

•  Thii  number  of  drachitiK  to  bf>  distributed  to  «4eh 
priral?  suldtrr.  I'ltt*  th)jti<>u[id  dractiniw.  equal  lo  twenty 
tbousmod    Botctcrft.    ur    oi^e    Lundred   luui    nxly^oHi 
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drachm*  a-piece,  and  a  proportionable  quan- 
tity to  their  captains,  and  promised  to  give 
the  same  to  the  rest  of  the  armies  whereso- 
ever they  were. 

3.  And  now  the  consols  called  the  senate 
together,  into  the  temple  of  Jupiter  the  Con- 
queror, while  it  was  still  night;  but  some  of 
those  senators  concealed  themselves  in  the 
city,  being  uncertain  what  to  do,  upon  the 
bearing  of  this  summons;  and  some  of  them 


soldiers.  However,  the  multitude  of  those 
soldiers,  when  they  saw  that  they  were  makir.g 
signals  for  silence  with  their  hands,  a;iJ 
were  ready  to  begin  to  speak  to  them,  grew 
tumultuous,  and  would  not  let  them  speak  at 
all,  because  they  were  all  zealous  to  be  under 
a  monarchy ;  and  they  demanded  of  the  senate 
one  for  their  ruler,  as  not  enduring  any 
longer  delays.  But  the  senate  hesitated  about 
either  their  own  governing,  or  how  they  should 


went  out  of  the  city  to  their  own  farms,  as '  themselves  be  governed,  while  the  soldiers 
foreseeing  whither  the  public  affairs  were '  would  not  admit  them  to  govern;  and  the 
going,  and  despairing  of  liberty;  nay,  these  murderers  of  Caius  would  not  permit  the  sol- 
tupposed  it  much  better  for  them  to  be  slaves  i  diers  to  dictate  to  them.  When  they  were  in 
without  danger  to  themselves,  and  to  live  a   these  circumstances,  Cherea  was  not  able  to 


lazy  and  inactive  life,  than  by  claiming  the 
dignity  of  their  forefathers,  to  run  the  hazard 
of  their  own  safety.  However,  a  hundred, 
and  no  more,  were  gotten  together;   and  as 


contain  the  anger  he  bad,  and  promised,  that 
if  they  desired  an  emperor,  he  would  give 
them  one,  if  any  one  would  bring  him  the 
watch-word  from  Eutychus.    Now,  this  Euty- 


they  were  in  consultation  about  the  present  chus  was  charioteer  of  the  green-band  faction^, 
posture  of  aifairs,  a  sudden  clamour  was  styled  I'rasine,  and  a  great  friend  of  Caius, 
made  by  the  soldiers  that  were  on  their  side,  who  used  to  harass  the  soldiery  with  building 
desiring  that  the  senate  would  choose  them  stables  for  the  horses,  and  spent  his  time 
»n  emperor,  and  not  bring  the  government  in  ignominious  labours,  which  occasioned 
into  ruin  by  setting  up  a  multitude  of  Cherea  to  reproach  them  with  him,  and  to 
rulers.  So  they  fully  declared  themselves  taj  abuse  them  with  much  other  scurrilous  Ian- 
be  for  the  giving  the  government  not  to'guage;  and  told  them  he  would  bring  them 
all,  but  to  one;  but  they  gave  the  senate '  the  head  of  Claudius;  and  that  it  was  an 
leave  to  look  out  for  a  person  worthy  to  be  amazing  thing  that,  after  their  former  mad- 
»et  over  them,  insomuch,  that  now  the  affairs  ness,  they  should  commit  their  government  to 
of  the  senate  were  much  worse  than  before;  a  fool.  Yet  were  not  they  moved  with  his 
because  they  had  not  only  failed  in  the  reco-  words,  but  drew  their  swords,  and  took  up 
very  of  their  liberty,  which  they  boasted  them-  I  their  ensigns,  and  went  to  Claudius,  to  join 
selves  of,  but  were  in  dread  of  Claudius  also.  :  in  taking  the  oath  of  tidelity  to  him.  So  the 
Vet  there  were  those  that  hankered  after  the  senate  were  left  without  any  body  to  defend 
government,  both  on  account  of  the  dignity  of  them;  and  the  very  consuls  differed  nothing 
their  families,  and  that  accruing  to  them  by  ^  from  private  persons.  They  were  also  under 
their  marriages;  for  Marcus  Min<icianu3  was  consternation  and  sorrow,  men  not  knownjg 
illustrious,  both  by  his  own  nobility  and  by    what  would  become  of  them,  because  Clau- 


his  having  married  Julia,  the  sister  of  Caius, 
who  accordingly  was  very  ready  to  claim  the 
government,  although  the  consuls  discouraged 
faim,  and  made  one  delay  after  another  in 
proposing  it:  that  Minucianus  also,  who  was 


dius  was  very  angry  at  them;  so  they  fell  a 
reproaching  'one  another,  and  repented  of 
what  they  bad  done.  At  which  juncture 
Sabinus,  one  of  Caius's  murderers,  threatened 
that  he  would  sooner  come  into  the  midst  of 


one  of  Caius's  murderers,  restrained  Valerius  them  and  kill  himself,  than  consent  to  make 
of  Asia  from  thinking  of  such  things;  and  a  Claudius  emperor,  and  see  slavery  returning 
prodigious  slaughter  there  had  been,  if  leave  1  upon  them;  he  also  abused  Cherea  for  loving 
had  been  given  to  these  men  to  set  up  for  i  his  life  too  well,  while  he  who  was  the  first 
themselves,  and  oppose  Claudius.    There  were    in  his  contempt  of  Caius,  could   think   it   a 


also  a  considerable  number  of  gladiators 
besides,  and  of  those  soldiers  who  kept  watch 
by  night  in  the  city,  and  rowers  of  ships,  who 
ill  ran  into  the  camp;  insomuch,  that  of  those 


good  thing  to  live,  when,  even  by  all  that 
they  had  done  for  the  recovery  of  their  liberty, 
they  had  found  it  impossible  to  do  it.  But 
Cherea  said  he  had  no  manner  of  doubt  upon 


who  put  in  for  the  government,  some  left  off  I  him  about  killing  himself;  yet  he  would  first 
their  pretensions,  in  order  to  spare  the  city,  '     '  ^   «.      .• 

and  others  out  of  fear  for  their  own  persons. 

4.  But  as  soon  as  ever  it  was  day,  Cherea, 
mnd  those  that  were  with  him,  came  into  the 


sound  the  intentions  of  Claudius  before  he 
did  it. 

5.  These  were  the  debates  [about  the  senate]; 
but  in   the  camp  every  body  was  crowding 


•enate,  and  attempted  to  make  speeches  to  the  1  on  all  sides  to  pay  their  court  to  Claudius; 

'  and  the  other   consul,  Quintus   Pomponius, 
ponndB  sterling,  seems  much  loo  lar(te.  and  directly  ron- '  ^gg    reproached    by  the    soldiery    as    having 

trsidicti  Suetonius,  ch.  X.  who  makes  them  in  all  but  fif-         ..  l      *     i    .u      -  ...„«.^    *n    ra^mr^r-   tl,^;,. 

teeo  sesterces,  or  two  .h,ili„»»ndfourpence  Yet  mi|;bt  ™ther  exhorted  the  senate  to  recover  their 
Josepiius  have  (his  number  from  Ai;ripi»a.  junior,  thou^b  libertv ;  whereupon  they  drew  their  swords, 
I  iloubt  the  thousands.  ..'r  at  least  the  hundreds,  havo  I    ^    '  ;,  ,  j^  as^auit  him,  and  they  had 

been  added  bv  the  irarscnbers.  ot  which  w«  aave  bad  1  .      .-",„''    ,.         l     i       „,    l;    ,i„,  „i    ,u„„ 

f»»M»l«auiple»aJread)  10  Jusepboa.  I  dotie  It  «f  Claudim  had  not  bii.dered  them, 
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wbo  roatclied  the  consul  oat  of  ibe  danger  lie 
was  h),  and  set  him  hy  him.  But  he  did  not 
receive  that  part  of  the  senate  which  was  with 
<jaintus  in  the  like  honourable  manner;  nay, 
some  of  thera  received  blows,  and  were  thrust 
away  as  they  came  to  salute  Claudius;  nay, 
Aponius  went  away  wounded,  and  they  were 
all  in  danger.  However,  king  Agrippa  went 
up  to  Claudius,  anrt  desired  he  would  treat 
the  senators  more  gently;  for  if  any  mischief 
should  come  to  the  senate,  he  would  have  no 
others  over  whom  to  rule.  Claudius  com- 
plied with  him,  and  called  the  senate  together 
into  the  palace,  and  was  carried  thither 
himself  through  the  city,  while  the  soldiery 
conducted  him,  though  this  was  to  the  great 
vexation  of  the  multitude;  for  Cherea  and 
Sabinus,  twoof  Caius's  murderers,  went  in  the 
fore-front  of  them,  in  an  open  manner,  while 
Pollio,  whom  Claudius  a  little  before,  had 
made  captain  of  his  guards,  had  sent  them  an 
epistolary  edict,  to  forbid  them  to  appear  in 
public.  Then  did  Claudius,  upon  his  com- 
ing to  the  palace,  get  his  friends  together, 
and  desired  their  suSrages  about  Cherea. 
They  said  that  the  work  he  had  done  was  a 
glorious  one;  but  they  accused  him  that  he 
did  it  of  perfidiousness,  and  thought  it  just 
to  inflict  the  punishment  [of  death]  upon  him, 
to  discounteiuuice  such  actions  for  the  time 
to  come.  So  Cherea  was  led  to  his  execu- 
tion, and  Lupus  and  many  other  Romans 
with  him.  Now  it  is  reported  that  Cherea 
bore  his  calamity  courageously;  and  this  not 
only  by  the  firmness  of  his  o«ti  behaviour 
under  it,  but  by  the  reproaches  he  laid  upon 
Lupus,  who  fell  into  tears ;  for  w  hen  Lupus 
bad  laid  bis  garment  aside,  and  complained 
of  the  cold,*  he  said,  that  cold  was  never 
hurtful  to  Lupus  l_i.  c.  a  wolf].  And  as  a 
great  many  men  went  along  with  them  to  see 
the  sight,  when  Cherea  came  to  the  place,  he 
asked  the  soldier  who  was  to  be  th«ir  execu- 
tioner, whether  this  office  was  what  he  was 
used  to,  or  whether  this  was  the  first  time  of 
his  using  his  suord  in  that  maimer;  and 
desired  him  to  bring  him  that  very  sword  with 
which  he  himself  slew  Caius.  So  he  wus 
happily  killeti  at  one  stroke.  But  Lupus 
did  not  meet  with  such  good  fortune  in  going 
out  of  the  world,  since  he  was  timorous, 
and  had  many  blows  levelled  at  his  neck, 
briause  he  did  not  stretch  it  out  boldly  [as  he 
on^^ht  to  have  done]. 

6.  Now  a  few  days  after  this,  as  the  Paren- 
tal Solemnities  were  just  at  hand,  the  Roman 
multitude  made  their  usual  oblations  to 
their  several  ghosts,  and  put  portions  into  the 
hre  in  honour  of  Cherea,  and  besought  him 
to  be  merciful  to  them,  and  not  continue  his 

*  T^is  pierctDi;  cold  here  complaiord  of  by  Lupos, 
e^rees  well  to  tbf  time  of  the  yejr  wliea  Claudius  began 
bis  reign;  it  bein<  for  certain  about  the  months  of 
^toTember,  I>ei*ember,  or  January,  and  mo3t  probably 
a  kw  days  after  January  the  tffeDty.^mrtli,  and  a  few 
dc^a  baforv  tbvRoiuao  Pareotalia- 


anger  against  them  for  their  ingratitude.  And 
this  was  the  end  of  the  life  that  Cherea  otms 
to.  But  for  Sabinus,  although  Claudius  not 
only  set  him  at  liberty,  but  gave  him  leave  to 
retain  bis  former  command  in  the  army,  yet 
did  be  think  it  would  be  unjust  in  him  to  fail 
of  performing  his  obligations  to  his  fellow- 
coiifederates ;  so  he  fell  upon  his  sword,  an  J 
killed  himself,  the  wound  reaching  up  to  th« 
very  hilt  of  the  sword,  f 


CHAPTER  V. 

f 

how  clacdils  rkstored  to  agrippa  ht» 
grandpather's  kingdoms,  augmented 
his  dominions;  and  how  he  publisheof 
as  edict  in  behalf  op  the  jews. 

§  1.  Now,  when  Claudius  had  taken  out  of 
tbe  way  all  those  soldiers  whom  he  suspected, 
which  be  did  immediately,  he  published  an 
edict,  ami  therein  confirroed  that  kingdom  to 
Agrippa,  which  Caius  had  given  him,  anU 
therein  commended  the  king  highly.  He  also 
made  an  addition  to  it  of  all  that  country 
over  which  Herod,  who  was  his  grandfather, 
had  reigned,  that  is,  Judea  and  Samaria;  and 
this  he  restored  to  him  as  due  to  his  family. 
But  for  Abila^  of  Lysaiiias,  uiid  all  that  lay 
at  Mount  Libanus,  be  bestowed  them  upon 
him,  as  out  of  his  own  territories.     He  also 

+  It  «  both  here  and  t-l«rwbere  Tery  remarkablr,  that 
the  Diurdtfrers  ut  tbe  tilrst  t>raiils.,  wbu  jet  bi^til;  de> 
served  tu  dit,  wlirn  the  ruurilt-rers  were  uiid^r  oaUut,  oi 
other  the  like  ohligations  of  li.Iehty  to  tbtrui,  were  usu- 
ally revenifed,  aud   the  murderers   were  cut  ott   ihem-  J 
selves,  aud  tbat  alter  a  remurkube  niEiDnerj   aod  lb;*', 
suruetimes  a&  in  the  present  CiL&e.  b)  ttiusc  very  persona 
who  were  not  sorry  fur  suph  murders,  but  ^ot  kiritduHH 
by   them.      The  examples  are  very  numeroua,  butii  in 
sacred  <ind  proUne  liistunes,  and  »eeui  t{«"^rall)  iiid^r^^ 
tiuns  ot  divine   vruLe^nce  on  sncli  nurderrrs.      Nut  is 
It  uuworlliy  of  irin^irk.  thai  stirh  Diurdrrer*  of  Ijranis 
do  it  usually  <>ii  bHcU  ill  prmciplcs,  in  5UCU  a  ciuei  tuao-. 
Der,  and  d»  iruil..  lu  iiivcJ^e  tuc  luiit/ceut  \»ilt)  the  i!u:lt]i, 
which   wii.^  tUtr  cuse  bete  (chap.  i.   Seel.  14, and  cli.-*)..  iL 
*ecl-  4).  at  juiilj  deserved  Ibe  divine  veiip-anrr  ufon^ 
thetii.      ^t  I'lcli  iieemft  to  liave  been  the  ca^e  ol  Jcu<i  ^Imk^ 
uhcu,  besides  thr  house  of  Ahah,  lor  w  liuse  stiiUKiiie^  i 
It    nud    a  commission     itum    God,    without    any    iuCn 
c  iininivaion.  an)    juaUce  or  com  raise  ration,    he    kilMtl!} 
A  limb's  <rcjt  nieii.  and  ucquamlauce,  aod  prir&t»,  ^itd  g 
l..il>-U%o  ul  \Ue  kindred  of  Ahaziah,  'i  Kings    x.   .1—'  ^ 
U      >ei'    Ho^.    i,  4       I  do  not  mean  here  to  cundrtmr*- 
Khud  <ii  >tidtih.  OT  Ibe  liie  caLecntiooers  ot  Gud'a  v«a«d 
geancf  "O   tlii'se  wicked  lyr^uts  wlio  had  unju.'iU)  up-  , 
prr->eil  tiod'a  own  ptuple  under  their  iheucrwcj  ;   who 
aA  iht-y  appear  still  to  have  hod  r>o  selfish  designs  rrul-' 
iiiteultwtis  to  slay  the  inooceDt,  so  had  they  still  a  diein^  j 
cuifiuiission,    or    a   divine  impulse,    which    was  ll.eu 
cummisston,  for  what  they  did.     Judges  lii.   15,  VJ,  'Mi 
Judith  ix.  Hi  Test.  LevL  sect  5,  io  Autbent.  Rec  p.  Ul;L 
bee  also  pa^e  43^  .^ 

t  Here  St.  Luke  is  in  some  measure  confinued,  when 
he  informs  ns,  eh.  iii.  1,  that  Lysanias  was  some  lint*'* 
bffore  trtraroh  qI  Abilene,  wlio^  capital  was  Abila;  aa 
he  is  farther  confirmed  by  lloleaty,  Uie  great  geographer,  -* 
which  Spanheim  f  ere  obserres,  when  l>e  calls  that  city  t 
Khiia.  of  Lysaoias.  Seii  the  note  oq  b.  xvii  ch  v^*r 
secL  4;  and  Cnd.  at  the  years  thtrty-^ixaod  twenly-twOk  k 
1  esteem  this  principality  to  have  belonged  to  the  Ucd  dl  2 
Catiaao  oruiually.  to  liave  heeu  the  bur>io?<placc  t4'' 
Abel,  and  relerred  to  as  sucti,  Mall,  xxiii  3;^  Lnb*** 
Xi.  61-      !ke«  AotbsQt  Uec.  ytul  d.  p.  v^i— »d6 
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made  a  league  with  this  Agrippa,  confirmed 
by  oaths,  in  the  middle  of  the  forum,  in  the 
city  of  Rome:  he  also  took  away  from  Atitio- 
chus  that  kingdom  which  he  was  possessed 
of,  but  gave  him  a  cei"tain  part  of  Cilicia  and 
Commagena:  he  also  set  Alexander  Lysima- 
chus^  the  alaharch,  at  liberty,  who  had  been  his 
old  friend,  and  steward  to  his  mother  Antonia, 
but  had  been  imprisoned  by  Caius,  whose  son 
[Marcus]  married  Beniice,  the  daughter  of 
Agrippa.  But  when  Marcus,  Alexander's 
son,  was  dead,  who  had  married  her  when  she 
was  a  virgin,  Agrippa  giive  her  in  marriage  to 
his  brother  Herod,  and  begged  for  him  of 
Claudius  the  kingdom  of  Chalcis. 

2.  Now,  about  this  ticne  there  was  a  sedi- 
tion between  the  Jews  and  the  Greeks,  at  the 
city  of  Alexandna;  for,  when  Caius  was 
dead,  the  nation  of  the  Jews,  which  had  been 
very  much  mortified  under  the  reign  of  Caius, 
and  reduced  to  very  great  distress  by  the 
people  of  Alexandria,  recovered  itself,  a.-il 
immediately  took  up  their  arms  to  fight  for 
themselves.  So  Claudius  sent  an  order  to 
the  president  of  K>,'ypt,  to  quiet  that  tumult; 
he  also  sent  an  edict,  at  the  reque»t  of  king 
Agrippa  and  king  Herod,  botli  to  Alexandria 
and  to  Syria,  whose  contents  were  as  Ibllows: 
"  Tiberius  Clatidins  Caesar  Augustus  Ger- 
manicus,  high-priest,  and  tribune  of  the  peo- 
ple, ordains  thus:  —  Since  lam  assured  that 
the  Jews  of  Alexandria,  called  Alexandrians, 
have  been  joint  inhabitants  in  the'»arliest  times 
with  the  .\lexandcians,  and  hive  obtained 
from  their  kings  eqULil  privileges  with  them, 
as  is  evident  by  the  pulilic  records  that  are  in 
their  possession,  and  the  edicts  themselves; 
aiul  that  after  Alexandria  had  been  subjected 
to  our  empire  by  Augustus,  their  rights  ami 
privileges  have  been  preserved  by  those  presi- 
dents who  have  at  divers  times  been  sent 
thither;  and  that  no  dispute  had  been  raised 
about  those  rights  and  privileges,  even  when 
A({uila  was  governor  of  Alexandna;  and 
that  when  the  Jewish  ethnarch  was  dead, 
Ausuitus  did  not  prohibit  the  making  such 
ethnarehs,  as  williii>r  that  all  men  should  be 
so  subject  [to  the  Romans]  as  to  continue  in 
the  observation  of  their  oivn  customs,  and 
-not  be  forced  to  traiisgress  the  ancient  rules 
of  their  own  country  religion;  but  that,  in 
the  time  of  Caius,  the  Alexandrians  became 
insolent  toward  the  Jews  that  were  among 
them,  which  Caius,  out  of  his  great  madness, 
and  want  of  understanding,  reduced  the  nation 
of  the  Jews  very  low,  because  they  would 
not  transgress  the  religious  worship  of  their 
country,  and  call  him  a  god:  I  will,  therefore, 
that  the  nation  of  the  Jews  be  not  deprived  of 
their  rights  and  privileges,  on  account  of  the 
madness  of  Caius;  but  that  those  rights  and 
privileges,  which  they  formerly  enjoyed,  be 
preserved  to  them,  and  that  they  may  continue 
ill  their  own  customs.  And  1  charge  both 
parties  to  tako  very  great  care  that  no  troubles 


may  arise  after  the  promulgation  of  this 
edict." 

8.  And  such  were  the  contents  of  this  edict 
on  behalf  of  the  Jews,  that  was  sent  to  Alexan- 
dria.  But  the  edict  that  was  sent  into  the  other 
parts  of  the  habitable  earth  was  this  which  fol- 
lows:  "Tiberius  Claudius  Ciesar  Augustus 

Germanicus,  high-priest,  tribune  of  the  people, 
chosen  consul  the  second  time,  ordains  thus: — 
Upon  the  petition  of  kin?-  Agrippa  and  king 
Herod,  who  are  persons  very  dear^o  me,  that 
I  would  grant  the  same  rights  and  privileges 
should  be  preserved  to  the  Jews  which  are  in  all 
the  Roman  empire,  which  I  have  granted  to 
those  of  Alexandria,  I  very  willingly  comply 
therewith;  and  this  grant  1  make  not  only  for 
the  sake  of  the  petitioners,  but  as  judging 
those  Jews  for  whom  1  have  been  petitioned 
worthy  of  such  a  favour,  on  account  of  their 
fidelity  and  frieinlship  to  the  Romans.  I  think 
it  also  very  just  that  no  Grecian  city  should 
be  deprived  of  such  rights  and  privileges,  since 
they  were  preserved  to  them  under  the  great 
Augustus.  It  will  therefore  be  lit  to  permit 
the  Jews,  who  are  in  all  the  world  under  us, 
to  keep  their  ancient  customs  without  being 
hindered  so  to  do.  And  1  do  charge  tiiem  also 
to  use  this  my  kindness  to  them  with  modera- 
tion, and  nut  to  show  a  conteuifit  of  the 
su[>erstitious  observances  of  other  nations,  but 
to  keep  their  own  laws  only.  Aud  I  will 
that  this  decree  of  mine  be  engraven  on  tables 
by  the  magistrates  of  the  cities  ana  culu.ies, 
and  municipal  places,  both  those  within  Italy 
and  those  without  it,  both  kings  ami  govern- 
ors, bv  the  means  of  the  ambassa«i*n>,  and  to 
have  them  exposed  to  the  public  I'm  lull  ilililj 
days,  in  such  a  [ilace,  whence  it  ni.t>  [.l.tnily 
'be  read  from  the  ground.'" 


CHAPTER  VI. 

WHAT  THINUS  WEKE  DONE  BY  Alillll'PA  AT 
JEIIUSALEM  WHKN  HE  WAS  l.KT U  UN  KD 
BACK  INTO  JUDEA;  AND  WHAT  ir  VI  AS 
THAT  PETKONIUS  WlulTE  TO  Till:  IMlAI  If- 
ANTS  OF  Dolus,  IN  BEHALF  OF  THE  Jt  .Vb 

§  1.  Now  Claudius  Caisar,  by  these  decrees 
of  his  which  were  sent  to  Alex:4ni!ria  and  to 
all  the  habitable  earth,  made  known  what 
opinion  he  had  of  the  Jews.  So  ho  soon  sent 
Agrippa  away  to  take  his  kingdom,  now  he 
was  advanced  to  a  more  illustrious  dignity 
than  before,  and  sent  letters  to  the  presidents 
and  procurators  of  the  provinces,  that  they 
should  treat  him  very  kindly.  Accordingly 
he  returned  in  haste,  as  was  likely  he  would, 

•  This  form  was  so  known  and  frequent  among  tba 
Itonians.  as  Dr.  Hudson  here  tt-lls  u^  Ironi  the  great  SeU 
ili'o,  tlial  n  u>td  10  be  tlios  lepresenled  at  tl:e  loHom  of 
dipir  edict'  by  lite  :nitmi  letters  O'liv.  U  It.  H.lt.L.P. 
Uiide  ))e  HUtio  Keete  l^tfe  I'ussitr  ••  Wbence  it  may  tis 
pli,U)ly  read  Irura  tbe  gruuiKi  "  ■     ■.  -■    -  ■    ^ 
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tow  he  retarned  in  much  greater  prosperity 
than  ho  had  before.  He  also  came  to  Jem- 
■alem,  &nd  offered  all  the  sacritices  that  be- 
longed to  him,  and  omitted  nothing  which 
the  law  required ;'  on  which  account  he 
ordained  that  many  of  the  >'azarites  should 
have  their  beads  shorn.  And  for  the  golden 
chain  which  bad  been  given  him  by  Caius,  of 
equal  weight  with  that  iron  chain  wherewith 
hii  royal  hands  had  been  bound,  he  bung  it 
up  witbin  the  liniit.<i  of  the  temple,  over  the 
treasury,!  that  it  might  be  a  memorial  of  the 
severe  fate  he  bad  lain  under,  and  a  tei^timony 
of  his  change  for  the  better;  that  it  might  be 
a  demonstration  how  the  greatest  prosperity 
may  have  a  liill,  and  that  Gud  sometimes 
raises  what  is  tallen  down :  fur  this  chain 
thus  dedicated,  alforded  a  document  to  all 
men,  that  king  Agrippa  bad  been  once  bound 
in  a  chain  fur  a  small  cause,  but  recovered 
his  forjner  dignity  again;  and  a  Uttle  while 
altcrwards  got  out  of  bis  bond<,  and  was  ad- 
vanced to  be  a  more  illustrious  king  than  be 
was  before.  AVbence  men  may  understand, 
that  all  that  partake  of  human  nature,  how 
great  soever  they  are,  m.i)'  fall;  and  that  those 
that  fall  may  gain  their  Ibriner  illustrious 
dignity  again. 

2.  And  when  Agrip|)a  had  entirely  fin- 
ished all  the  duties  of  tbe  divine  worship,  he 
removed  Thei>pbilus,  the  son  of  Ananns, 
from  the  higb-priestboo<l,  and  bestowed  that 
ho;iuur  of  his  on  Simon  tbe  son  of  Boethus, 
whose  name  wasaUo  Cuntheras,  wbose  daugh- 
ter king  Uerod  had  mar.  ied,  a^  1  have  related 
ibove.  Simon,  therefore,  had  the  [highj- 
priesthood  with  his  brethren,  and  with  his  li^ 
ther,  in  like  manner  as  the  sons  of  Simon, 
the  son  of  Onias,  who  were  three,  had  it  for- 
merly under  the  government  of  the  Macedo- 
nians, us  we  have  related  in  a  former  book. 

3.  When  the  king  had  settled  the  high- 
priesthood  after  this  manner,  be  returned  tbe 
kindness  which  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem 
bati  shown  him;  for  he  released  them  from 
the  tax  upon  houses,  every  one  of  whom  paid 
it  before,  thinking  it  a  good  thing  to  requite 
the  tender  affLCtion  of  those  that  loved  him. 
He  also  made  Silas  the  general  of  his  forces, 
as  a  man  who  had  partaken  with  him  in  many 
of  his  troubles.  But  after  a  very  little  while 
tbe  young  men  of  Doris,  preferring  a  rash  at- 
tempt before  piety,  and  being  naturally  bold 

•  Josephus  shows,  both  here  anJ  ch.  \u,  sect  3.  that 
he  Lid  a  much  greater  npiiiiun  ol  km::  Agrippa  J  than 
SiiDitn  the  learned  nibUt,  tlian  ttie  peuple  of  CVsarea 
and  Sebasle.  cb.  vii.  sect.  4,  and  chap.  ix.  sect.  I ;  and 
kndeed  than  his  double-dealing  be'ucen  the  senate  and 
Claudius,  chap.  iv.  secL  i.  than  his  sbu^hler  uf  James, 
tbe  brother  of  John,  and  his  imprisuiinient  of  Peter, 
or  bis  vainglorious  t>eliaviour  t>eIore  he  died,  both  in 
Acts  xii.  I.  ;£.  Ji  and  liere.  chap.  iv.  sect.  i.  will  justify 
or  allow.  Josephus's  characler  was  probably  taken 
from  his  son  A^rippa.  junior. 

+  This  treasurj-chamber  seems  lo  have  been  the  very 
iame  in  which  our  Saviour  tjupht.  and  wnere  Ihe  peo- 
ple otlered  their  cnarllv  money,  for  Wie  repairs  or  otbef 
«Mr8  ot  «be  temple.  Mark  ui.  4i,  &*. ;  l.uk*  xjui.  If 
icbn  Ttt^iSja 


and  insolent,  carried  a  statue  of  Caesar  into  a 

'  synagogue  of  the  Je«"s,  and  erected  it  there. 
This  procedure  of  tbcirs  greatly  provoked 
Agrippa ;  for  it  plainly  tended  to  tbe  dissolu- 
tion of  the  laws  of  his  country.  So  he  came 
without  delay  to  Publius  Petronius,  who  was 
then  president  of  Syria,  and  accused  the  peo- 
ple of  Doris.  Nor  did  he  less  resent  what 
was  done  than  did  Agrippa;  for  he  judged  it 
a  piece  of  impiety  to  transgress  the  laws  that 
regulate  tbe  actions  of  men.  So  he  wrote  the 
following  letter  to  tbe  people  of  Doris  in  au 
angry  strain:  —  "Publius  Petroniivs,  the 
president  under  Tiberius  Claudius  Cxsar 
Augustus  Germanicus,  to  tbe  magistrates  cA 
Doris,  ordains  as  follows:  since  some  of  you 
have  had  the  boldness,  or  madness  rather, 
after  the  edict  of  Claudius  Ca-sar  .\ugu>tus 
Gernianicus    was    published,    fur    permit  tiii^' 

J  the  Jews  to  observe  tbe  laws  of  their  country, 
not  to  obey  the  same,  but  have  acted  in  entire 

I  opposition  thereto,  as  forbidding  the  Jews  to 
assemble     together    in     the     synagogue,     by 

]  removing  C;esar's  statue,  and  setting  it  up 
therein,  and  thereby  have  cITeiided  not  only 
the  Jews,  but  the  emperor  hijnself,  wbusc 
statue  is  more  conimodiously  placed  in  his 
own  temple  than  in  a  foreign  one,  where  is 
the  place  of  assembling  together;  while  it  ii 
but  a  part  of  natural  justice,  that  every  one 
should  have  tbe  power  over  the  place  belong- 
ing peculiarly  to  themselves,  accoroing  to  the 
determination  of  Csesar,  —  to  say  notiiing  of 
my  own  determination,  which  it  would  he 
'•tiU-uious  to  mention  after  the  eniperor's 
edict,  which  gives  the  Jews  leave  to  make 
use  of  their  own  customs,  as  also  gives  order 
that  they  enjoy  equally  the  rights  of  citizens 
with  the  Greeks  themselves,  —  1  therefore 
ordain,  that  Proculus  Vitellius,  tbe  centurion, 
bring  those  men  to  me,  who,  contrary  to  Au- 
gustus"s  edict,  have  been  so  insolent  as  to  do 
this  thing,  at  which  those  very  men  »ho 
appar  to  be  of  principal  reputation  among 
thcin,  have  an  indignation  also,  and  allege 
for  themselves,  that  it  was  not  done  with 
llieir  consent,  but  by  tbe  violence  of  the  mul- 
titude, that  they  may  give  an  account  of  what 
hath  been  done.  I  also  exhort  the  principal 
magistrates  among  them,  unless  the>'  have  a 
mind  to  have  this  action  esteemed  to  be  done 
with  their  consent,  to  inform  tbe  centurion  of 
those  that  were  guilty  of  it,  and  take  care  that 
no  handle  be  hence  taken  for  raising  a  sedi- 
tion or  quarrel  among  them;  which  those 
seem  to  me  to  hunt  after,  who  encourage 
such  doings;  while  both  I  myself,  and  kiiK 
Agiippa,  for  whom  I  have  the  bi(;hest  hfc 
nour,  have  nothing  more  under  our  care  thaa 
that  the  nation  of  tbe  Jews  may  have  no  oc 
casion  given  them  of  getting  together,  uiidei 
the  pretence  of  avenging  themselves,  and  be. 
come  tunmltuous.  And  that  it  may  be  more 
publicly  known  what  Augustus  hath  resolved 
Vibeut    this  whole  matter.  1  have   su'iqoim) 
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tliose  edicts  which  he  hath  lately  caused  to  be 
published  at  Alexandria,  and  which,  although 
they  may  be  well  known  to  all,  yet  did  king 
Agrippa,  for  whom  I  have  the  highest  honour, 
r^-ad  them  at  that  time  before  my  tribunal, 
and  pltaded  that  the  Jews  ought  not  to  be 
deprived  of  those  rights  which  Augustus  hath 
granted  them.  I  therefore  charge  you,  that 
you  do  not,  for  the  time  to  come,  seek  for  any 
occasion  of  sedition  or  disturbance,  but  that 
every  one  be  allowed  to  follow  their  own 
religious  customs." 

4.  Thus  did  Petronius  take  care  of  this 
matter,  that  such  a  breach  of  the  law  might 
be  corrected,  and  that  no  such  thing  n)ight 
be  attempted  afterwards  against  the  Jews. 
And  now  king  Agrippa  took  the  [high] 
priesthood  away  from  Simon  Cantherus,  and 
put  .fonathan.  the  son  of  Anaiius,  into  it 
again,  and  owned  that  he  was  more  worthy 
of  that  dignity  than  the  other.  But  this  was 
not  a  tiling  acceptable  to  him,  to  recover  that 
his  former  dignity.  So  he  refused  it,  and 
said,  "O  king!  1  rejoice  in  the  honour  that 
thou  hast  for  me,  and  take  it  kindly  that  thou 
wouldst  give  me  such  a  dignity  of  thy  own 
inclinations,  although  God  hath  judged  that 
I  am  not  at  all  worthy  of  the  high-priesthood. 
I  am  satisfied  with  having  once  put  on  the 
sacred  garments;  for  I  then  put  them  on 
after  a  more  holy  manner  than  I  should  now 
receive  them  again.  Uut,  if  thou  desirest 
that  a  person  more  worthy  than  my.elf  should 
have  this  honourable  employment,  give  me 
leave  to  name  thee  such  a  one.  I  have  a 
brother  that  is  pure  from  all  sin  against  God, 
and  of  all  offences  against  thyself;  I  recom- 
mend him  to  thee,  as  one  that  is  fit  for  this 
dignity."  So  the  king  was  pleased  with  these 
words  of  bis,  and  passed  by  Jonathan,  and, 
according  to  his  brother's  .desire,  bestowed 
the  high-priesthood  upon  Matthias.  Nor  was 
it  long  before  .Marcus  succeeded  Petronius, 
as  president  of  Syria. 


CHAPTER  VIL 

COSCEXSINS  SILAS,— AND  ON  WH4T  ACCOUNT 
IT  WAb  IIIAT  KING  AGRIPPA  WAS  ANGRY 
AT  HIM.  HOW  AGRIPPA  BEGAN  TO  ENCOM- 
PASS  JERUSALEM  WITH  A  WALL;  AND 
WHAT  BENEFITS  HE  BESTOWED  ON  THE 
INHABITANTS  OF  BERYTUS. 

§  1.  Now  Silas,  the  general  of  the  king's 
horse,  because  he  had  been  faithful  to  bitn 
under  all  his  misfortunes,  and  had  never  refused 
to  be  a  partaker  with  him  in  any  of  his  dan- 
gers, but  had  oftentimes  undergone. the  most 
hazardous  dangers  for  him,  was  full  of  assu- 
rance, and  thought  he  might  exp^JCt  a  sort  of 
equality  with  the  king,  on  account  of  the  tirm- 
Dea  of  the  friendship  he  had  shown  to  him. 


Accordingly,  he  would  nowhere  let  the  king 
sit  as  his  superior,  and  took  the  like  liberty 
in  speaking  to  him  upon  all  occasions,  till  he 
became  troublesome  to  the  king,  when  lii'.y 
were  merry  together,  extolling  himself  btyond 
measure,  and  oft  putting  the  king  in  minJ  of 
the  severity  of  fortune  he  had  undergone,  that 
he   might,    by    way   of  ostentation,    demon- 
strate what  zeal  he  had  shown  in  his  service; 
and  was  continually  harping  upon  this  string, 
what  pains  he  had  taken  for  him,  and  much 
enlarged  still  upon  that  subjict.     The  repe- 
tition of  this  so  frequently  seemed  to  reproach 
the  king,  insomuch  that  he  took  this  ungo- 
vernable   liberty   of  talking   very   ill    at    his 
hands.      For    the    commemoration    of   times, 
when    men    have   been    under    ignominy,    is 
by  no  means  agreeable  to  them;    and  he  is 
a  very  silly  man,  who  is  perpetually  relating 
to    a    person    what    kindness    he    had    done 
him.      At    last,  therefore,  Silas  had  so   tho- 
roughly provoked  the  king's  indignation,  that 
lie   aete(i   rather    out    of   passion    than    good 
consideration,   and   did    not  only   turn    Silas 
out  of  his  place,  as  general  of  his  horse,  but 
sent    him    in    bonds    into    his    own    count ly. 
But  the  edge  of  his  anger  wore  off  by  Itngth 
of  time,  and  made  room  for  more  just  rea- 
sonings as  to  his  judgment  about  this  man; 
and  he  considered  how  many  luliours  he  had 
undergone   for   his  sake.      So  when   Agrippa 
was  solemnizing  his  birth-day,  and  he  gave 
festival    entertainments    to    all    his   subjects, 
he  sent  for   Silas   on   the   sudden   to   be   hid 
guest.     But,  as   he  was    a  very  frank    man, 
he  thought  he  had  now  a  just  handle  given 
him  to  he  angry;   which  he  could  not  conceal 
from    those    that  came  for  him,   but  saiil  to 
them,  "  What  honour  is  this  the  king  invites 
me  to,  which  1  conclude  will  soon  be  over? 
For  the  king  hath  not  let  me  keep  those  ori- 
ginal   marks    of  the    good-will    I    bore  him, 
which    I   once    had    from    him;    but  he  hath 
plundered  me,  and  that  unjustly  also.      Does 
he  think  that  1  can  leave  off  that  liberty  of 
speech,  which,  upon  the  consciousness  of  my 
deserts,  I  shall  use  more  loudly  than  before, 
and  shall  relate  how  many  misfortunes  1  have 
delivered    him    from?    how   many    Ulio'us    I 
have  undergone  for  him,  wherely  I  procnr -d 
hi.n  deliverance  and    resf>e>:t?  as    a    reward 
for  which  1  have  borne  the  hardships  of  bonds 
and  a  dark  prison  1      I  shall  never  forget  this 
usage.     Nay,  perhaps,  my  very  soul,  when  it 
is  departed  out  of  the  body,  will  not  forget 
the   glorious   actions  I  did  on  his  account." 
This    was    the   clamour    he    made;    and    he 
ordered  the  messengers  to  tell  it  to  the  king. 
So  he  perceived  that  Silas  was  incurable  in 
his   folly,   and   still   suffered   him   to   lie   in 
prison. 

2.  As  for  the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  that  were 
adjoining  to  the  new  city  [Bezetha],  he 
repaired  them  at  the  expense  of  the  public,  and 
built   them  wider  in  breadth  and  higher  iu 
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altitude ;  and  he  had  made  them  too  strong  for 
all  human  power  to  demolish,  unless  Marcus, 
the  then  president  of  Syria,  had  by  letter 
informed  Claudius  CiEsar  of  what  he  was 
doing.  And  when  Claudius  had  some  suspi- 
cion of  attempts  for  inno%'ation,  he  sent  to 
Agrippa  to  leave  off  the  building  of  those 
walls  presently.  So  he  obeyed,  as  not  think- 
ing it  proper  to  contradict  Claudius. 

3.  Now,  this  king  was  by  nature  very 
beneficent,  and  liberal  in  his  gifts,  and  very 
ambitious  to  oblige  people  with  such  large  do- 
nations; and  he  made  himself  very  illustrious 
by  the  many  chargeable  presents  he  made 
them.  He  took  delight  in  giving,  and  re- 
joiced in  living  with  good  reputation.  He 
Was  not  at  all  like  that  Herod  who  reigned 
before  him;  for  that  Herod  was  ill-natured, 
and  severe  in  his  punishments,  and  bad  no 
mercy  on  them  that  be  hated;  and  every 
one  perceived  that  he  was  more  friendly  to 
the  Greeks  than  to  the  Jews;  for  be  adorned 
foreign  cities  with  large  presents  in  money; 
with  building  them  baths  and  theatres  besides; 
nay,  in  some  of  those  places,  be  erected  tem- 
ples, and  porticoes  in  others;  but  he  did  not 
vouchsafe  to  raise  one  of  the  least  edifices  in 
any  Jewish  city,  or  make  them  any  donation 
that  was  worth  mentioning.  But  Agrippa's 
temper  was  mild,  and  equally  liberal  to  all 
men.  He  was  humane  to  foreigners,  and 
made  them  sensible  of  his  liberality.  He  was 
in  like  manner  rather  of  a  gentle  and  compas- 
sionate temper.  Accordingly,  he  loved  to 
live  continually  at  Jerusalem,  and  was  exactly 
careful  in  the  observance  of  the  laws  of 
his  country.  He  therefore  kept  himself  en. 
tirely  pure:  nor  did  any  day  pass  over  his 
bead  without  its  appointed  sacrifice. 

4.  However,  there  was  a  certain  man  of  the 
Jewish  nation  at  Jerusalem,  who  appeared  to 
he  very  accurate  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
law.  His  name  was  Simon.  This  man  got 
together  an  assembly,  while  the  king  was 
absent  at  Cesarea,  and  bad  the  insolence  to 
accuse  him  as  not  living  holily,  and  that  be 
might  justly  be  excluded  out  of  the  temple, 
since  it  belonged  only  to  native  Jews.  But 
the  general  of  Agrippa's  army  informed  him, 
that  Simon  had  made  such  a  speech  to  the 
people.  So  the  king  sent  for  him;  and,  as  be 
was  then  sitting  in  the  theatre,  he  bade  him  sit 
down  by  him,  and  said  to  him  with  a  low 
and  gentle  voice, — '*  "What  is  there  done  in 
this  place  that  is  contrary  to  the  law?"  But 
he  had  nothing  to  say  for  himself,  but  begged 
his  pardon.  So  the  king  was  more  easily 
reconciled  to  him  than  orte  could  have  ima- 
gined, as  esteeming  mildness  a  better  quality  in 
a  king  than  anger;  and  knowing  that  mode- 
ration is  more  becoming  in  great  men  than 
passion.  So  he  made  Simon  a  small  present, 
and  dismissed  him. 

.5.  Now,  as  Agrippa  was  a  great  builder  in 
many  places,  he  paid  a  peculiar  regard  to  the 


people  of  Berytus :  for  he  erected  a  theatre 
for  them,  superior  to  many  others  of  that  sort, 
both  in  sumptuousness  and  elegance,  as  also 
an  amphitheatre,  built  at  vast  expenses;  an<1 
besides  these,  he  built  tbcm  baths  and  porti- 
coes, and  spared  for  jo  costs  in  any  of  his 
edifices,  to  render  them  both  handsome  and 
large.  He  also  spent  a  great  deal  upon  their 
dedication,  and  exhibited  shows  upon  them, 
and  brought  thither  musicians  of  all  sorts,  and 
such  as  made  the  most  delightful  mu^ic  of 
the  greatest  variety.  He  also  showed  his 
magnificence  upon  the  theatre,  in  his  great 
number  of  gladiators;  and  there  it  was  that 
he  exhibited  the  several  antagonists,  in  ordei 
to  please  the  spectators;  no  fewer  indeed  than 
seven  hundred  men  to  fight  with  seven  hun- 
dred other  men;'  and  allotted  all  the  male- 
factors he  had  for  this  exercise,  that  both  the 
malefactors  might  receive  their  punishment, 
and  that  this  operation  of  war  might  be  a 
recreation  in  peace.  And  thus  were  these 
criminals  all  destroved  at  once. 


CHAPTER  Vm. 

WHAT  OTHEE  ACTS  WKEE  DONE  BY  AGEIPPA 
UNTIL  HIS  DEATH;  AND  AFTEB  WHAT 
MA.NNEE  HE  DIED. 

§  1.  'When  Agrippa  bad  finished  what  I  have 
above  related  at  Berytus,  he  removed  to  Ti- 
berias, a  city  of  Galilee.  Now  he  was  in  great 
esteem  among  other  kings.  Accordingly, 
there  came  to  him  Antiocbus,  king  of  Cum- 
magena,  Sampsigeramus,  king  of  Emesa,  and 
Cotys,  who  was  king  of  the  Lesser  Armenia, 
and  Polerao,  who  was  king  of  Pontus,  as 
also  Herod  his  brother,  who  was  king  of 
Chalcis.  All  tb£se  be  treated  with  agreeable 
entertainments,  and  after  an  obliging  manner, 
and  so  as  to  exhibit  the  greatness  of  bis  mind, 
—  and  so  as  to  appear  worthy  of  those  respects 
which  the  kings  paid  to  bim,  by  coming  thus 
to  see  him.  However,  while  these  kings  staid 
with  him,  Marcus,  the  president  of  Syria, 
came  thither.  So  the  king,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve the  respect  that  was  due  to  the  Romans, 
went  out  of  the  city  to  meet  bim,  as  far  as 
seven  furlongs.  But  this  proved  to  be  the 
beginning  of  a  difference  between  him  and 
Marcus;  for  he  took  with  him  in  his  chariot 
those  other  kings  as  his  assessors.  But  Mar- 
cus had  a  suspicion  what  the  meaning  could 
be  of  so  great  a  friendship  of  these  kings  one 
with  another,  and  did  not  think  so  close  an 
agreement  of  so  many  potentates  to  be  for  the 
interest  of  the  Romans.  He  therefore  sent 
some  of  his  domestics  to  every  one  of  them, 
and  enjoiiied  them  to  go  their   ways   boQ:e 

.  A  strsnu.  nuTnt».r  of  cunr*<finneH  criminals  to  b« 
UIHiifr  MfDtirltce  ol  UtraUi  U  ooce;  oo  (ewer,  it  MxnU 
is.ia  I4UU. 
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uitliout  further  delay.  This  was  very  iU 
taken  by  Agrippa,  who  aRer  that  became  his 
tnemy.  And  now  be  took  the  bigh-priest- 
huod  away  from  Matthias,  and  made  Elio- 
ueus,  the  son  of  Cantheras.  high-priest  in  his 
stead. 

2.  Now,  when  Agrippa  bad  reigned  three 
years  over  all  Judea,  he  came  to  the  city 
Cesarea,  which  was  formerly  called  Strato's 
Tower;  and  there  be  exhibited  shows  in 
honour  of  Caesar,  upon  his  being  informed  that 
there  was  a  certain  festival  celebrated  to  make 
vows  for  his  safety.  At  which  festival,  a  great 
multitude  was  gotten  together  of  the  prin- 
cipal persons,  and  such  as  were  of  dignity 
through  his  province.  On  the  second  day  of 
which  shows  he  put  on  a  garment  maile 
wholly  of  silver,  and  of  a  contexture  truly 
wonderful,  and  came  into  the  theatre  early  in 
the  morning;  at  which  time  the  silver  of  bis 
garment  being  illuminated  by  the  fresh  reflec- 
tion of  the  sun's  rays  upon  it,  shone  out  after  a 
surprising  manner,  and  was  so  resplendent  as 
to  spread  a  horror  over  those  that  looked 
intently  upon  bim:  and  presently  bis  flatterers 
cried  out,  one  from  one  place,  and  another 
from  another  (though  not  for  his  good),  that 
he  was  a  god:  and  they  added,  "lie  thou 
merciful  to  us;  for  although  we  have  hitherto 
reverenced  thee  only  as  a  man,  yet  shall  we 
henceforth  own  thee  as  superior  to  mortal 
nutjre."  Upon  this  the  king  did  neither 
rebuke  them,  nor  reject  their  impious  flattery. 
But,  as  he  presently  afterwards  looked  up,  he 
saw  an  owl'  sitting  on  a  certain  rope  over  his 
head,  and  immediately  understood  that   this 

•  We  hk-rr  a  mie*>ty  rrr  ma/lf  hf  r»  by  Mme  m!i«.  as 
tf  the  |;reat  butehius  bud  on  purpo»e  talsiftrrl  IhiBaccoiint 
of  Jowphus,  so  aB  to  mttke  it  agree  with  ttw  parallel 
•ecount  ID  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles;  because  the  present 
eopiea  of  his  citation  of  it  Hist  Ecclea.  b.  ii,  cb.  x.  omit 
the  words  $ooCm»» — txi  ex**"*"  rfpar-  i-e.an  ontl — on  a 
trrtatn  rope,  which  Juseptius's  present  copies  retain,  and 
only  have  the  explicatory  woi^  ityytXo*.  or  an^el ,-  as  if 
be  meant  that  aiiaft  of  the  Lord  which  St  l.uke  meo- 
tioKS  as  smiting  Herod,  Acts  aiL  23,  and  not  that  owl 
which  Josepbus  called  an  an^ft  or  m^siaiqer^jomurltj  of 
^A  frtif  mow  of  frorf  ricfi'S  to  Af^ippa.  This  accusation 
is  a  somewbat*stra&i;e  one  in  tbe  case  of  tbe  Rrrat  Ease- 
bius.  who  is  known  to  have  so  aocucateJ)  and  Ikitlitully 

(in-duced  a  vast  number  of  other  ancient  records,  particu- 
arly  not  m  few  oat  of  our  Josepbtu  also,  without  suspi> 
nan  of  prevaricauon.  Now.  not  to  allege  how  uocertaiD 
we  are  whether  Joseplius^s  and  Eusebius's  copies  of  the 
fourth  century  ware  just  like  tbe  present  in  this  clause, 
which  we  have  no  distinct  evidence  of,  tbe  following 
words,  preserved  still  in  Eusebius,  will  not  admit  of  any 
such  exposition:  *'This  [bird]  (says  Eusehiiis]  Acrippa 
presently  perceived  to  be  tbe  cause  ot  ill  fortune,  as  it  was 
once  of  good  foitune,  to  bini;"  which  can  only  belong  to 
that  btnl,  the  onl,  which  as  it  bad  formerly  foreboded  bis 
happy  deliverance  from  imprisonment.  Ant  h.xviii.c.vi. 
s  7.  so  was  it  then  foretold  to  prove  aiterward  the  unhappy 
forerunner  of  his  death  in  live  days'  time.  If  the  impro- 
per words  signifying  eausf,  be  changed  for  Josephus's 
proper  word  ayyiK»¥,  otitfet  or  messenger,  and  the  lore- 
gning  words,  ^onCii*  —  iTi  7j^o/,,ci/  rjtsf,  be  inserted. 
Kusehius's  text  wiJI  truly  represent  that  in  Josephus 
Had  this  imperfection  iieen  in  some  heathen  anthor  that 
was  in  good  esteem  with  our  modern  critics,  they  would 
bave  readily  corrected  ttiese  as  barely  errors  in  the  copies; 
hut  being  in  an  ancient  Christian  writer,  not  so  well  re- 
iiahed  by  many  of  those  critics,  nothing  will  serve  but  the 
iU*£roiluled  suiiposal  of  nti/tU  corruptmn  and  prevarx- 


bird  was  tbe  messenger  of  ill  tidings,  as  it  had 
once  been  the  messenger  of  good  titJings  to 
him;  atid  fell  into  the  deepest  sorrow.  A 
severe  pain  alsa  arose  in  his  belly,  and  began 
in  a  most  violent  maiiiier.  lie  therefore  looked 
upon  his  friends,  and  said,  "  I,  whom  you  call 
a  god,  am  commanded  presently  to  depart  this 
life;  while  Providence  thus  reproves  the  lying 
words  you  just  now  said  to  me;  and  I,  who 
was  by  you  called  immortal,  am  immediately 
to  be  hurried  away  by  death.  But  I  am  bound 
to  accept  of  what  Providence  allots,  asit  pleases 
God;  for  we  have  by  no  means  lived  ill,  but 
it  a  splendid  and  happy  mauner."  When  be 
said  this,  his  pain  was  become  violent.  Accor- 
dingly he  was  carried  into  tbe  palace ;  and  the 
rumour  went  abroad  everywhere,  that  be 
would  certainly  die  in  a  little  time.  But  the 
multitude  presently  sat  in  sackcloth,  with 
their  wives  and  children,  after  the  law  of  their 
country,  and  besought  God  for  the  king's 
recovery.  All  places  were  also  full  of  mourn- 
ing and  lamentation.  Now  the  king  rested  in 
a  high  chamber,  and  as  he  saw  tbem  below 
lying  prostrate  on  the  ground,  he  could  not 
himself  forbear  weeping.  And  when  he  had 
been  quite  worn  out  by  the  pain  in  his  belly 
for  live  days,  he  departed  this  life,  being  in 
the  lifty-fourth  year  of  bis  age,  and  in  tbe 
seventh  year  of  his  reign;  for  be  reigned  four 
years  under  Caius  Oesar,  three  of  tbem  were 
over  Philip's  tetrarchy  only,  and  on  the  fourth 
he  bad  that  of  Herod  added  to  it;  and  he 
reigned,  besides  those,  three  years  under  tbe 
reign  of  Claudius  Cxsar:  in  which  time  he 
reigned  over  the  forementioned  countries,  and 
also  had  Judea  added  to  tbem,  as  also  Samaria 
and  Cesarea.  The  revenues  that  he  received 
out  of  them  were  very  great,  no  less  than 
twelve  millions  of  drachmaj.t  Yet  did  he  bor- 
row great  sums  from  others;  for  he  was  so 
very  liberal,  that  his  expenses  exceeded  his 
incomes;  and  his  generosity  was  boundless.^ 
3.  But  before  tbe  multitude  were  made 
acquainted  with  Agrippa's  being  expired, 
Herod  the  king  of  Chalcis,  and  Helcias  the 
master  of  his  horse,  and  the  king's  friend,  sent 
Aristo,  one  of  the  king's  most  faithful 
servants,  and  slew  Silas,  who  had  been  their 
enemy,  as  if  it  had  been  done  by  the  king's 
own  command. 


+  This  sum  of  twelve  millions  of  dracbmic,  which  is 
equal  to  three  millions  of  shekels,  i.e,  at  2s.  lOd  a  shekel, 
equal  to  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  was  Agrippa  the  Great'syearly  income,  or  about 
three  quarters  of  bis  grandfather  Herod's  income,  he 
having  abated  tbe  tax  upon  bouses  at  Jerusalem,  cb.  vl 
sect  3;  and  was  not  so  tyrannical  as  Herod  bad  been  to 
the  Jews  8ec  the  note  on  Antiq.  b.xviLch.  xL  sect4 
A  large  sum  this;  but  not,  it  seems,  suQicieDt  for  bis  ex. 
travagant  expenses. 

i  Keland  takes  notice  here,  not  improperly,  that  Jos^ 
phus  oniits  the  reconcilialion  of  this  Herod  Agrippa,  to 
(he  Tyrians  and  Sidoiilans,  by  the  means  of  Blastus,  the 
king's  chamberlain,  mentioned  Acts  xii.  20.  Nor  U 
there  anv  history  in  the  world  so  complete,  as  to  omt 
nothing  that  other  historians  take  noUce  of.  unless  th 
one  be  taken  out  of  the  other,  and  accommodated  to  it. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

WHAT  THINGS  WEKE  DONE  AFfER  THE  DEATH 

OP    acbippa;    and    how    claudids,    on 

ACCOUNT  or  THE  TOOTH  AND  UNSKILFUI^ 
NESS  or  AGRIFPA,  JL'MOB,  SENT  CfSPIUS 
PADDS  TO  BE  I'ROCUKATOE  OF  Jt'DEA,  AND 
OF  THE  ENTIRE  KINGDOM. 

§  1.  And  thus  did  king  Agrippa  depart  this 
life.  But  he  left  behind  him  a  son,  ,\gTippa 
by  name,  a  youth  in  the  seventeenth  year  of 
bis  age,  and  three  daughters,  one  of  whom, 
Btrnice,  was  married  to  Herod,  his  father's 
brother,  and  was  sixteen  years  old;  the  other 
two,  Marianine  and  Drusilla,  were  still  virgins; 
the  former  was  ten  years  old,  and  Drusilla 
six.  Now  these  his  daughters  were  thus 
espoused  by  their  father;  Murianine  to  Julius 
.\rchelaus  Epiphanes,  the  son  of  Anliochus, 
the  son  of  Chelcias;  and  Drusilla  to  the 
king  of  Commagena.  IJtrt  when  it  was 
known  that  Agrippa  was  departed  this  life, 
the  inhabitants  of  Cesarea  and  of  Scbaste  for- 
got the  kindnesses  he  had  bestowed  on  them, 
and  acted  the  part  of  the  bitterest  enemies; 
for  they  cast  such  reproaches  upon  the  de- 
ceased as  are  not  fit  to  be  spoken  of:  and  so 
many  of  them  as  were  then  soldiers,  which 
wore  a  great  number,  went  to  his  house,  and 
iiastily  carried  off  the  statues*  of  this  king's 
(laughters,  and  all  at  once  carried  them  into 
the  brothel-houses,  and  when  they  had  set 
them  on  the  tops  of  those  bouses,  they  abused 
th;;m  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  and  did 
such  things  to  them  as  are  too  indecent  to  be 
relited.  They  also  laid  themselves  down  in 
public  places,  and  celebrated  general  feast- 
iiigs,  with  garlands  on  their  heads,  and  with 
ointments  and  libations  to  Charon,  and  drink- 
ing to  one  another  for  joy  that  the  king  was 
expired.  Nay,  they  were  not  only  un- 
mindful of  Agrippa,  who  had  extended  his 
liberality  to  tbeui  in  abundance,  but  of  his 
gr.'.ndftther  Herod  also,  who  had  himself  re- 
built their  cities,  and  had  raised  them  havens 
and  temples  at  vast  expenses. 

•  Pbotius,  who  made  ao  extract  out  of  tljis  wcUod, 
my<i,  tlfcy  were  not  the  etAtues  or  iiSB^s.  but  tbe  ladies 
IbAiaselres  vho  wtn  Uau  bMcly  abuied  b;  ttie  Mldier^ 
*'       oovxxviu. 


2.  Now  Agrippa,  the  son  of  the  deceosetf, 
was  at  Rome,  and  brought  up  with  Claudius 
Caesar.  And  when  Cjcsar  was  informed  that 
Agrippa  was  dead,  and  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Sebaste  and  Cesarea  bad  abused  biin,  be 
was  sorry  for  the  first  news,  and  was  dis- 
pleased with  the  ingratitude  of  those  cities. 
He  was  therefore  disposed  to  send  Agrippa, 
junior,  away  presently  to  succeed  his  father  in 
the  kingdom,  and  was  willing  to  confirm  him 
in  it  by  his  oath.  But  those  freemen  and 
friends  of  his  who  had  the  greatest  authority 
'  with  him,  dissuaded  him  from  it,  and  said 
that  it  was  a  dangerous  experiment  to  permit 
so  large  a  kingdom  to  conie  under  the  go- 
vernment of  so  very  young  a  man,  and  one 
hardly  yet  arrived  at  tbe  years  of  discretion, 
who  would  not  be  able  to  take  sufficient  care 
of  its  administration;  while  the  weight  of  a 
kingdom  is  heavy  enough  to  a  grown  man. 
So  Ca?sar  thought  what  they  said  to  be  rea- 
sonable— Accordingly,  he  sent  Cuspius  Fadt» 
to  be  procurator  of  Judea,  and  of  the  entire 
kingdom,  and  paid  that  respect  to  the  de- 
ceased as  not  to  introduce  Slarcus,  who  had 
been  at  variance  with  him,  into  hi!>  kingdcDi. 
But  he  determined,  in  the  first  place,  to  send 
orders  to  Fadus,  that  be  should  chastise  the 
inhabitants  of  Cesarea  and  Sebaste  for  those 
abuses  they  bad  offered  to  him  that  was  de- 
ceased, and  their  madness  towards  his  oaugh- 
ters  that  were  still  alive;  and  that  he  should 
remove  that  body  of  soldiers  that  were  at  Ce- 
sarea and  Sebaste,  with  the  five  regiments, 
into  Pontus,  that  they  might  do  their  military 
duty  there,  and  that  be  should  choose  an  equal 
number  of  soldiers  out  uf  the  Roman  legions 
that  were  in  Syria,  to  supply  their  place. 
Yet  were  not  those  that  had  such  orders 
actually  removed;  for  by  sending  ambassadors 
to  Claudius,  they  mollified  him,  and  got 
leave  to  abide  in  Judea  still;  and  these  were 
the  very  men  that  became  tbe  source  of  very 
great  calamities  to  the  Jews  in  after-times, 
and  sowed  the  seeds  of  that  war  which  began 
under  Florus;  whence  it  was  that,  when  Ves- 
pasian had  subdued  tbe  country,  he  removed 
them  out  of  his  province,  as  we  &haU  reUt* 
hereafter.f 

4  TbU  hutorr  is  nov  wanting 
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coxTAnsnra  the  nrreavAL  or  twenty-two  years. 
FROM  FADUS  THE  PROCURATOR  TO  FLORUS. 


CHAPTER  I. 

h  A  WnON  OP  THE  PHIL  ADELPHIANS  AG  AtKST 

.MC    JtWS;     AND    ALSO    CONCERNING    THE 
tarMENTS  OF  THE  HIGH-PRIEST. 

§  1.  Upon  the  death  of  kin^  Agrippa,  which 
We  have  related  in  the  foregoing  book,  Clau- 
dius Oi»3ar  sent  Cassius  Longinus  as  succes- 
sor to  Marcus,  out  of  regard  to  the  memory 
of  king  Afi;ripf>a,  who  had  often  desired  of 
liim  by  letters,  while  he  was  alive,  that  he 
would  not  suffer  Marcus  to  be  any  longer 
president  of  i^yria.  Buf  Fadus,  as  soon  as 
he  was  eon>e  procurator  into  Judea,  found 
qii.-.rreUonie  doings  between  the  Jews  that 
dwelt  in  Peroa  and  the  people  of  Philadel- 
phia, about  tbcir  bordeni,  at  a  village  called 
Mia,  that  ^VHS  filled  with  men  of  a  warlike 
t<'mp<;r;  for  the  Jews  of  Perea  had  taken  up 
arms  without  the  consent  of  their  principal 
men,  and  bad  destioyed  many  of  the  Phila- 
delphiaiis.  When  Fadus  was  informed  of 
this  procedure,  it  provoked  him  very  much 
th»t  tliey  had  not  left  the  determination  of 
the  matter  to  him,  if  they  thought  that  the 
Pbiladelphians  had  done  them  any  WTong, 
but  had  rashly  taken  u;>  arms  against  them. 
So  he  seized  upon  throe  of  their  principal 
men,  who  were  also  the  cause  of  tliis  sedi-i 
tion,  and  ordered  them  to  be  bound,  and! 
afterward  had  one  of  them  clain,  whose  name' 
was  Hannibal;  and  he  banished  the  other 
two,  Amram  and  Eleazar;  Tholomy  also,  the 
irrh  robber,  wis,  after  some  time,  brought  to 
him  bound,  and  slain,  but  not  till  be  had 
done  a  world  of  mischief  to  Idiunea  and  the 
Arabians.  And  indeed,  from  that  time,  Judea 
was  cleared  of  robberies  by  the  care  and 
providence  of  Fadus.  He  also  at  this  time 
went  for  the  high-priests  and  the  principal 
(?itizens  of  Jerusalem,  and  this  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  emperor,  and  admonished  them, 
tbat  they  should  lay  up  the  long  garment  and 
the  sacred  vestment,  which  it  is  customary 
fijr  nobody  but  the  high-priest  to  wear,  in  the 
tower  of  Antonia,  that  it  might  be  under  the 
power  of  the  Rotnans,  as  it  had  been  formerly. 
How  tbi;   Jews   durst   not   contradict   what 


he  had  said,  but  deeired  Fadus,  however, 
and  Longinus  (which  last  was  come  to  Jcru 
salem,  and  hud  brought  a  great  army  with 
him,  out  of  a  fear  that  the  [rigid]  injunctions 
of  Fadus  should  force  the  Jews  to  rebel), 
that  they  might,  in  the  first  pUice,  have  leave 
to  send  ambassadors  to  Ciesar,  to  petition 
him  that  they  might  have  the  holy  vestments 
under  their  own  power;  and  that,  in  the  next 
place,  tliey  would  tarry  till  they  knew  what 
answer  Claudius  would  give  to  that  their 
request.  So  they  replied,  that  they  would  give 
them  leave  to  send  their  ambassadors,  provided 
they  would  give  them  their  sons  as  pledges 
[for  their  peaceable  behaviour].  And  when 
they  had  agreed  so  to  do,  and  had  given  them 
the  pledges  they  desired,  the  ambassadors  were 
sent  accordingly.  But  when,  upon  their  com- 
ing to  Home,  Agrippa,  junior,  the  son  ot  the 
deceased,  understood  the  reason  why  they 
came  (for  he  dwelt  with  Claudius  Caesar,  as 
we  said  before),  he  besought  Ciesar  to  grant 
theJews  their  request  about  the  holy  vestments, 
and  to  send  a  message  to  Fadus  accordingly. 

2.  Hereupon  (.'laudius  called  for  the  ambas- 
sadors^and  told  them  that  he  granted  their 
request;  and  bade  them  to  return  their  thanks 
to  Agrippa  for  this  favour,  which  had  been 
bestowed  on  them  upon  his  entreaty.  And, 
besides  these  answers  of  his,  he  sent  the  fol- 
lowing letter  by  them:  "Claudius  Caesar, 
Germanicus,  tribune  of  the  people  the  rifth 
time,  and  designed  consul  the  fourth  time, 
and  imperator  the  tenth  time,  the  father  at 
his  country,  to  the  magistrates,  senate,  auj 
people,  and  the  whole  nation  of  the  Jews, 
sendeth  greeting.  Tpon  the  presentation  of 
your  ambassadors  to  me  by  Agrippa  my  friend, 
whom  I  have  brought  up,  and  have  now  with 
me,  and  who  is  a  person  of  very  great  piety, 
who  are  come  to  give  me  thanks  for  the  care 
I  have  taken  of  your  nation,  and  to  entreat 
me,  in  an  earnest  and  obliging  manner,  that 
they  may  have  the  holy  vestments,  with  the 
crown  belonging  to  them,  under  their  power, 
— I  grant  their  request,  as  that  excellent  per- 
son Viteliius,  who  is  very  dear  to  me^  bad 
done  before  me.  And  I  have  complied  with 
your  desire,  in  the  first  place,  out  of  regard 
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to  that  piety  which  I  profess,  and  because  I 
would  have  every  one  worship  God  according 
to  the  laws  of  their  own  country;  and  this  I  do 
also,  because  I  shall  hereby  highly  gratify 
king  Herod  and  Agrippa,  junior,  whose  sacred 
regards  to  me,  and  earnest  good-will  to  you, 
I  am  well  acquainted  with,  and  mth  whom  1 
have  the  greatest  friendship,  and  whom  I 
highly  esteem,  and  look  on  as  persons  of  the 
best  character.  Now  I  have  written  about 
these  affairs  to  Cuspius  Fadus,  my  procura- 
tor. The  names  of  those  that  brought  me 
your  letter  are  Cornelius,  the  son  of  Cero, 
Trypho,  the  son  of  Theudio,  Dorotheus,  the 
son  of  Nathaniel,  and  John,  the  son  of  John. 
This  is  dated  before  the  fourth  of  the  calends 
of  July,  when  Kufus  aod  Pompeius  Sylvanus 
are  consuls." 

3.  Herod  also,  the  brother  of  the  deceased 
Agrippa,  who  was  then  possessed  of  the  royal 
authority  over  Cbalcis,  petitioned  Claudius 
Oe»ar  for  the  authority  over  the  temple,  and 
the  money  of  the  sacred  treasure,  and  the 
choice  of  the  high-prieats,  and  obtained  all 
that  he  petitioned  for.  So  that  after  that  time 
this  authority  continued  among  all  bis  de- 
scendants till  the  end  of  the  war.*  Accord- 
ingly, Herod  removed  the  last  high -priest, 
called  Cantheras,  and  bestowed  that  dignity 
on  his  successor  Joseph,  the  son  of  Camus. 


CHAPTER  IL 

Bow  HELENA,  THE  QUEEN  OF  ADIABENE,  AND 
HEB  SON,  IZATES,  EMBa.\CED  THE  JEWISH 
RELIGION;  AND  HOW  HELENA  SCPPLIED 
THE  POOR  »ITH  COKN,  WHEN  THERE  WAS 
A  GREAT  FAMINE  AT  JERUSALEM. 

§  I.  About  this  time  it  was  that  Helena, 
queen  of  Auiabene,  and  her  son  Izates, 
changed  their  course  of  life,  and  en)braced  the 
JeniAh  customs,  and  this  on  the  occasion  fol- 
lowing:—Monobazus,  the  king  of  Adiabene, 
who  had  aUo  the  name  of  Bazeus,  fell  in  love 
with  his  sister  Helena,  and  took  her  to  be  his 
wife,  and  begat  her  with  child.  But  as  be 
was  in  bed  with  her  one  night,  hs  laid  his 
hand  upon  bis  wife's  belly,  and  fell  asleep, 
und  seented  to  hear  a  voice,  which  bade  him 
take  bis  band  off  his  wife's  belly,  and  not  to 
hurt  the  infant  that  was  therein,  which,  by 
Goo's  providence,  would  be  safely  born,  and 
have  a  happy  end.  This  voice  put  him  into 
di^o^de^;  so  be  awaked  immediately,  and  told 
tbe  story  to  his  wife;  and  when  his  son  \vas 
born,  he  called  hiin  Izates.     He  had  indeed 

•  Here  i«  some  error  in  tbe  copiei.  or  tDistAkes  id  Jo- 
eephas;  lor  the  power  of  appuit.lirg  hizh-prie5t>.  ai^er 
Herod,  i-i'!:  "f  Chalets,  was  dead,  and  Aimppa.  junior, 
va.s  made  liog  ol  Ctulcis  in  hia  room,  lieloa<ed  to  bimi 
and  be  exercised  tr>e  aamealialon^  till  Jeiu^^irai  uas 
i3e«troyed.  as  Josephus  elsewhere  kaforms  us.  ctl.  Till. 
•Kt  8,  II I  cli.ii.  se<L  1,  «,  6,  <. 


Monobazus,  his  elder  brother,  by  Helena  also, 
as  he  had  other  sons  by  other  wives  besides. 
Yet  did  he  openly  place  all  his  affections  on 
this  his  only-begottent  son  Izates.  which  was 
the  origin  of  that  envy  which  his  other  bre- 
thren, by  the  same  &ther,  bore  to  him ;  while, 
on  this  account,  they  hated  him  more  and 
more,  and  were  all  under  great  affliction  that 
their  father  should  prefer  Izates  before  them  , 
all.  Now  although  their  father  was  very  sen- 
sible of  these  their  passions,  yet  did  he  forgive 
them,  as  not  indulging  those  passions  out  ol 
an  ill  disposition,  but  out  of  a  desire  each  of 
them  had  to  be  beloved  by  their  father.  How- 
ever, he  sent  Izates,  with  many  presents,  to 
Abennerig,  tbe  king  of  Charax-Spasini,  and 
that  out  of  tbe  great  dread  he  was  in  about 
him,  lest  be  should  come  to  some  misfortune 
by  the  hatred  his  brethren  bore  him;  and  he 
cuumiitted  bis  eon's  preservation  to  him. 
Upon  which,  Abennerig  gladly  received  the 
young  man,  and  had  a  great  affection  for  him, 
and  married  him  tu  bis  own  daughter,  whose 
name  was  Sauiacba :  he  also  bestowed  a 
country  upon  him,  from  which  be  received 
large  revenues. 

•2.  But  when  Monobazus  was  grown  old, 
and  saw  that  be  bad  but  a  httle  time  to  live 
he  had  a  mind  to  come  to  tbe  sight  of  his  son 
before  he  died.  So  be  sent  for  him,  and  em- 
braced bim  after  tbe  most  affectionate  man- 
ner, and  bestowed  on  bim  tbe  country  called 
Carr^;  it  was  a  soil  that  bare  amomum  io 
great  plenty:  there  are  also  in  it  the  remains 
of  that  ark,  wherein  it  is  related  that  N'.ub 
escaped  the  deluge,  and  where  they  are  stiK 
shown  to  such  as  are  desirous  to  see  thern.^ 
Accordingly,  Izates  abode  in  that  country 
until  bis  father's  death.  But  the  very  day 
that  Moiiuhazus  died,  queen  Helena  sent  tor 
all  tbe  grandees  and  governors  of  the  king- 
dom, and  fur  those  that  haU  the  armies  com- 
mitted to  their  command;  and  when  they  were 
come,  she  made  the  fullo»°ing  speech  to  them: 
—  **  1  believe  you  are  not  unacquainted  that 
my  husband  was  desirous  Izates  should  suc- 
ceed bim  in  the  government,  and  thought  him 
worthy  so  to  do.  However,  1  wait  your  de- 
termination ;  for  happy  is  be  who  receives  a 
kingdom,  not  from  a  single  person  only,  but 
from  tbe  willing  suffrages  of  a  great  many.  " 
This  she  said,  iu  order  to  try  those  that  were 
inrited,  and  to  discover  their  sentimeiiu. 
Upon  the  hearing  of  which,  tbey  6rst  of  all 
paid  their  homage  to  tbe  queen,  as  their 
custom  was,  and  then  they  said  that  tbey  con- 
tirmed  the  king's  determination,  and  would 
submit  to  it;  and  tbey  rejoiced  that  Izates's 


+  JosepbDs  bere  Dses  the  word  ua^tytrth  an  only- 
Ite^lteo  son.  for  do  oUier  Iban  one  best-heloved,  as  doea 
uotb  Ibe  Old  and  .New  Te>tanxeDt;  1  mean  where  Ibe/e 
were  one  or  more  sons  besides,  ficn.  xxii.  2;  Hcb.  xi  IT 
See  llie  note  on  b  i  cb.  xiii.  sect.  1. 

*  li  IS  here  very  rema;tabie.  that  the  remains  bf 
>o,ili*»  urk  were  believed  to  be  still  in  beirji;  in  tb«  dajl 
uf  Jeseplma.     See  U>e  uote  un  b.  t.  ch.  ;),  sect.  & 
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father  had  preferred  him  before  the  rest  of  his 
brethren,  as  being  agreeable  to  all  their  wishes: 
but  that  they  were  desirous  first  of  all  to  slay 
his  brethren  and  kinsmen,  that  so  the  govern- 
nent  might  come  securely  to  Izates ;  because 
if  they  were  once  destroyed,  all  that  fear 
wonld  be  over  which  might  arise  from  their 
knircd  and  envy  to  him.  Helena  replied  to 
thia,  that  she  returned  them  her  thanks  for 
then'r  kindness  to  herself  and  to  Izates;  but 
desired  that  they  wouhl  however  defer  the  exe- 
CJitron  of  thia  slaughter  of  Izates's  brethren 
till  he  should  be  there  himself,  and  give  his 
approbation  to  it.  So  since  these  men  had 
not  prevailed  with  her  when  they  advised  her 
to  ijay  them,  they  exhorted  her  at  least  to 
keef  them  in  bunds  till  he  should  come,  and 
that  for  their  own  security;  they  also  gave 
her  counsel  to  set  up  some  one  whom  she 
cou'd  put  the  greatest  trust  in,  as  governor 
of  the  kingdom  in  the  mean  time.  So  queen 
Helena  complied  with  this  counsel  of  tlieirs, 
and  set  up  Monobazus,  the  eldest  son,  to  be 
kin,';,  and  put  the  diadem  upon  bis  head,  and 
ga»  J  him  his  father's  ring,  with  its  signet ;  as 
ulsc  the  ornament  which  they  called  Sampser, 
and  exhorted  him  to  administer  the  atfuirs  of 
the  kingdom  till  his  brother  should  come; 
whr>  camo  suddenly  upon  hearing  that  his 
father  was  de«d,  and  succeeded  his  brother 
MoDobazus,  who  resigned  up  the  gorernuieut 
to  him. 

3.  Now,  during  the  time  Izates  abode  at 
Charax-Spasini,  a  certain  Jewish  mercha'it, 
whose  name  was  Ananias,  got  among  the 
women  that  belonged  to  the  king,  and  taught 
them  to  worship  God  according  to  the  Jewish 
religion.  He,  moreover,  by  thi'ir  means 
became  known  to  Izates;  and  persuaded  him, 
in  bke  manner,  to  etnbrace  that  religion;  he 
also,  at  the  earnest  entreaty  of  Izates,  acc-ora- 
panied  him  when  he  was  sent  for  by  his 
tather  to  ci)me  to  Adiabene;  it  also  happened 
that  Helena,  alwjut  the  same  time,  was 
instructed  by  a  certain  other  Jew,  and  went 
over  to  tbeiu.  Uut,  when  Izates  had  taken 
the  kingdom,  and  was  come  to  Adiabene,  and 
there  saw  his  brethren  and  other  kinsmen  in 
fconds,  he  was  displeased  at  it;  and  as  he 
thought  it  an  instance  of  impiety  either  to 
slay  or  imprison  them,  but  still  thought  it  a 
hazardous  thing  for  to  let  them  have  their 
liberty,  with  the  remembrance  of  the  injuries 
that  had  been  oflfered  them,  he  sent  some  of 
them  and  their  children  for  hostages  to  Rome, 
to  Claudius  Ciesar,  and  sent  the  others  to 
Artabanus,  the  king  of  Parthia,  with  the  like 
iiitentions. 

4.  And  when  he  perceived  that  his  mother 
was  highly  pleased  with  the  Jewish  customs, 
he  made  haste  to  change,  and  to  embrace  them 
entirely;  and  as  he  supposed  that  he  could 
not  be  thoroughly  a  Jew  unless  he  were  cir- 
cnmcised,  he  was  ready  to  have  it  done.  But 
vhen   his  mother   understood   what  he   wa* 


about,  she  endeavoured  to  hinder  him  from 
doing  it,  and  said  to  him  that  this  thing  would 
bring  him  into  danger;  and  that  as  he  was  a 
king,  he  would  thereby  bring  himself  into 
great  odium  among  his  subjects,  when  they 
should  understand  that  be  was  so  fond  of  rites 
that  were  to  them  strange  and  foreign;  and 
that  they  would  never  bear  to  be  ruled 
over  by  a  Jew.  This  it  was  that  she  said  tc 
him,  and  for  the  present  persuaded  him  to 
forbear.  And  when,  he  had  related  what 
she  had  said  to  Ananias,  he  confirmed  what 
his  mother  had  said;  and  when  he  had  also 
threatened  to  leave  him,  unless  he  complied 
with  him,  he  went  away  from  him;  and  said 
that  he  was  afraid  lest  such  an  action  being 
once  become  public  to  all,  he  should  himself 
be  in  danger  of  punishment  for  having  been 
the  occasion  of  it,  and  having  been  the  king's 
instructor  in  actions  that  were  of  ill  reputation; 
and  he  said,  that  he  might  worship  God  with- 
out being  circumcised,  even  though  he  did 
resolve  to  foUowthe  Jewish  lawentircly;  which 
worship  of  God  was  of  a  superior  nature  tc 
circumcision.  He  a<lded,  that  God  would 
forgive  him,  though  he  did  not  perform  the 
operation,  while  it  »vas  onnlted  out  ot  neces- 
sity, and  for  fear  of  his  subjects.  So  the  kin|{ 
at  that  time  complie<l  with  these  persuasions 
of  Ananias.  But  afterwards,  as  be  had  not 
quite  left  off  his  desire  of  doing  this  thing,  f 
certain  other  Jew  that  eame  out  of  Galilee, 
whose  name  was  Elcazer,  and  who  was 
esteemed  very  skilful  in  the  learning  of  hif 
country,  persuaded  him  to  do  the  thing;  lor 
as  he  entered  into  his  pjilace  to  SiJute  hicn 
anil  found  him  reading  tlie  law  of  Moses,  he 
said  to  him,  "  Thou  dost  not  consider,  O  kiii(^I 
that  thou  unjustly  breakest  the  principal  nl 
those  laws,  and  art  injurious  to  God  hiinsell. 
[by  omitting  to  be  circumcised];  for  thou 
oughtest  not  only  to  read  them,  but  chiefly  lo 
practise  what  they  enjoin  thee.  How  lorjg 
wilt  thou  continue  uncircuincised?  but,  il 
thou  hast  not  yet  read  the  law  about  circum- 
cision, and  dost  not  know  how  great  impietj 
thou  art  guilty  of  by  negliicting  it,  read  il 
now."  When  the  king  had  heard  what  he 
said,  he  delayed  the  thing  no  longer,  but 
retired  to  another  room,  and  sent  for  a  surgeon, 
and  did  what  he  was  commanded  to  do.  He 
then  sent  for  his  mother,  and  Ananias  his 
tutor,  and  informed  them  that  he  had  done 
the  thing;  upon  which  they  were  presently 
struck  with  astonishment  and  fear,  and  that 
to  a  great  degree,  lest  the  thing  should  be 
openly  discovered  and  censured,  and  the  king 
should  hazard  the  loss  of  his  kingdom,  while 
his  subjects  would  not  bear  to  be  governed  by 
a  man  who  was  so  zealous  in  another  religion; 
and  lest  they  should  themselves  run  some 
hazard,  because  they  would  be  supposed  the 
occasion  of  his  so  doing.  But  it  was  God 
himself  who  hindered  what  they  feared  from 
taking  effect;    for   he  preserved  both  Izatei 
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himself  and  his  sens  when  they  fell  into  many 

dangers,  and  procured  their  deliverance  when 

it  seemed  to  be  impossible,  and  demonstrated 

thereby,  that  the  fruit  of  piety  does  not  perish 

as  to  those  that  have  regard  to  him,  and  fix 

their  faith  upon  him  only  :• — but  these  events 

we  shall  relate  hereafter. 

5.  But  as   to   Helena,  the  king's  mother, 

when  she  saw  that  the  affairs  of  Izates's  king- 
dom were  in  peace,  and  that  her  son  was  a 

happy  man,  and  admired  among  all  men,  and 

even  among  foreigners,  by  the  means  of  God's 

providence  over  him,  she  had  a  mind  to  go  to 

the  city  of  Jerusalem,  in  order  to  worship  at 

that  temple  of  God  which  was  so  very  famous 

among    all    men,   and    to    offer    her    thank- 
offerings  there.     So  she  desired  her   son  to 

give  her  leave  to  go  thither:  upon  which  he 
gHve  his  consent  to  what  she  desired  very  wu- 
Ungly,  and  made  great  preparations  for  her  and  brought  a  thousand  of  his  kindred  and 
dismission,  and  gave  her  a  great  deal  of  money,  servants  with  him,  and  met  him  upon  the 
and  she  went  down  to  the  city  Jerusalem,  road,  while  he  well  knew  Izates,  but  Izates 
her  son  conducting  her  on  her  journey  a  did  not  know  him.  When  Artabanus  stood 
great  way.  Now  her  coming  was  of  very  near  him,  and  in  the  first  place,  worshipped 
great  advantage  to  the  people  of  Jerusalem; '  flim  according  to  the  custom,  he  then  said  to 
for  whereas  a  famine  did  oppress  them  at  that  nim,  "  O  kingi  do  not  thou  overlook  me  thy 
time,  and  many  people  died  for  want  of  what  servant,  nor  do  thou  proudly  reject  the  suit 
was  necessary  to  procure  food  nithal,  queen  I  make  thee;  for  as  I  am  reduced  to  a  low 
Helena  sent  some  of  her  servants  to  Alexan-  !  estate,  by  the  change  of  fortune,  and  of  a  king- 


CHAPTER  m. 

HOW  ABTABASrS,  THI  UNO  Of  PAKTHLA, 
OUT  or  TEAK  or  THE  SECRET  CO^ITRI- 
VANCE3  OP  Hia  SUBJECTS  AGAINST  B134, 
WENT  TO  IZATES,  ASD  WAS  BY  HIM  RE- 
INSTATED IN  HIS  QOVERNUENT;  A3  ALSO 
HOW  BABDASEB,  BIS  SON,  DENOUNCED  WAK 
AGAINST    IZATIS. 

§  I.  But  now  Artabanus,  king  of  the  Par- 
thians,  perceiving  that  the  governors  of  the 
provinces  had  framed  a  plot  against  him,  did 
not  think  it  safe  for  him  to  continue  among 
them ;  but  resolved  to  go  to  Izates,  in  hopes 
of  finding  some  way  for  his  preservation  by 
his  means,  and,  if  possible,  for  his  return  to 
aa  own  domiraons.     So  he  came  to  Izates, 


dria  with  money  to  buy  a  great  quantity  of 
corn,  and  others  of  them  to  Cyprus,  to  bring 
a  cargo  of  dried  figs;  and  as  soon  as  they 
were  come  back,  and  had  brought  those  pro- 
visions, which  was  dune  very  quickly,  she  diS' 


am  become  a  private  man,  I  stand  in  need  of 
thy  assistance.  Have  regard,  therefore,  unto 
the  uncertainty  of  fortune,  and  esteem  the 
care  thou  shalt  take  of  me  to  be  taken  of  thy- 
self also;  for  if  I  be  neglected,  and  my  sub- 


tributed  food  to  those  that  were  in  want  of  it,  jects  go  off  unpunished,  many  other  subjects 
and  left  a  most  excellent  memorial  behind  her  will  become  the  more  insolent  towards  other 
of  this  benefaction,  which  she  bestowed  on  kings  also."  And  this  speech  Artabanus  made 
our  whole  nation ;  and  when  her  son  Izates  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  and  with  a  dejected  eoun- 
was  informed  of  this  famine,  he  sent  great  tenance.  Now,  as  soon  as  Izates  heard  Artsba- 
suins  of  money  to  the  principal  men  in  Jeru-   nus's  name,  and  saw  him  stand  as  a  suppUcant 

before  him,  he  leaped  dovrn  from  his  horse 
immediately,  and  said  to  him,  "  Take  courage, 
O  kingI  nor  be  disturbed  at  thy  present  cala- 
•  JoMphos  li  T»rj  full  ond  «pr»M  in  theae  tfcrw  mity,  as  if  it  were  incurable;  for  the  change 
rhai>ter»(iiLiv.«nd»  I  in obser.ine how  carefully  Divine  of  thy  sad  condition  shall  be  sudden;  for  thou 
I'f  ividence  preserved  this  Izates,  ItiDg  of  Adiabrne,  and      ,     .^•'^     ,  x      u      „  *u.    e^^^A   ^^A    *k.. 

b,^  wns,  while  be  did  »bai  be  ihouRhi  was  hii  bounden  |  "alt  find  me  to  be  more  thy  fnenrl  and  thy 
d  ..>.  notvnUuundiDg  tbeauoDgesi  poliUca\  mouves  to  '  assistant  than  thy  hopes  can   promise  thee; 


salem.  However,  what  favours  this  queen 
anil  king  conferred  upon  our  dty  Jerusalem, 
sr.all  be  farther  related  bereafter.f 


..- :  ;oDtrai7. 

*  Tbia  farlher  areoant  of  the  benefactions  of  Izates 
■  no  Helena  to  the  Jerusalem  Jews  which  Joseplius  here 
jt.-oiiiiaes,  is.  I  IhiniL,  nowhere  perforroed  by  him  in  bis 
P"  sent  works;  but  of  thisleirible  famine  itself  in  Judea, 
tiil.f  Dr.  Hudson's  note  here;  — "This  (says  he)  is  that 
laiiuiie  foretold  by  Ak'abus.  Acts  xi.'iS;  which  happened 
nben  Claudius  was  consul  the  fourth  time;  and  not  that 
oiht-r  which  happened  when  Claudius  was  consul  the 
i-'.-ond  time,  and  C'Ksina  was  his  colleague,  as  Sealiger 
savs  upon  Eusebius.  p.  174."  Now.  when  Josepbus  had 
5.iij  a  little  afterward  (c.v.sect.'.i )  that  "Tiberius  Alel- 
aiidrr  succeeded  Cuspius  Fadiisas  procurator,"  he  imme. 
di-ttely  subjoins,  thai  "under  these  procnralors  there 
hap[>ened  a  great  famine  in  J  udea.**  \\  hence  it  is  plain 
lh;it  this  famini!  continued  for  many  years,  on  account  of 
its  duration  under  those  two  procurators.  Now  Fadus 
was  not  sent  into  Judea  till  after  Ibe  death  of  king 
A<rippa,i  e.  towams  the  latter  end  of  the  4th  year  ol 
CUudlQs:  so  that  this  famine  foretold  by  Aeabus,  hap- 
pened upon  the  5th,  tith.  and  7th  years  of  Claudius,  as 
s;i>^  Valesias  on  tuseb.  iL  12.  Of  this  famine  also,  and 
qu'^i'-n  Helena's  supplies,  and  her  monument,  see  IMoses 
ChtTfoensis.  p  144.  lio;  where  it  is  observt-d  in  the 
Botes,  that  Paoaa^a*  mentiolia  IbAt  her  moDUmoDt  also. 


for  I  will  either  re-establish  thee  in  the  king- 
dom of  Parthia,  or  lose  my  own." 

2.  When  he  had  said  this,  he  set  Artaba- 
nus upon  bis  horse,  and  followed  him  on 
foot,  in  honour  of  a  king  whom  be  owned  as 
greater  than  himself; — which  when  Artaba- 
nus saw,  he  was  very  uneasy  at  it,  and  svvare 
by  his  present  fortune  and  honour,  that  he 
would  get  down  from  his  horse,  unless  Izates 
would  get  upon  bis  borse  again  and  go 
before  him.  So  he  complied  with  hia  desire, 
and  leaped  upon  his  horse;  and,  when  be  had 
brought  him  to  his  royal  palace,  he  sbowi^ 
him  all  sorts  of  respect  when  they  sat  toge- 
ther,.— and  he  gave  him  the  upper  place  at 
festivals  also,  as  regarding  not  his  present  tor- 
tune,  but  his  former  digtiity;  and  that  L;>on 
this   consideratitni  also,  that  the  changes  t4 
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fortune  are  common  to  all  men.  He  also 
wrote  to  the  Partbians,  to  persuade  them  to 
receive  Artabajius  again;  and  gave  them  his 
right  band  and  his  faith,  that  be  should  for- 
get what  was  past  and  done,  and  that  be 
would  undertake  for  this  as  a  mediator  be- 
tween tbera.  >"ow  the  Partbians  did  not 
themselves  refuse  to  receive  him  again,  but 
pleaded  that  it  was  not  now  in  their  power  so 
to  do,  because  they  had  committed  the  govern- 
ment to  another  person,  who  had  accepted 
of  it,  and  whose  name  was  Ciiinamus; 
and  that  they  were  afraid  lest  a  civil  war 
should  arise  on  this  account.  SVhen  Cinna- 
mus  understood  their  intentions,  be  wrote  to 
Artabanus  himself,  for  he  had  been  brought 
up  by  him,  and  was  of  a  nature  good  and 
gentle  also,  and  desired  him  to  put  confidence 
in  him,  and  to  come  and  take  bis  own  domi- 
nions again.  Accordingly,  Artabanus  trusted 
bim,  and  returned  borne;  when  Cinnaraus 
met  him,  worshipped  him,  and  saluted  him  as 
a  king,  and  took  the  diadem  off  bis  own  head, 
and  put  it  on  the  head  of  Artabanus. 

3.  And  thus  was  Artabanus  restored  to  his 
kingdom  aj,-ain  by  the  means  of  Izates,  when 
De  hail  lost  it  bv  the  mcHMs  of  the  grandeei 
of  the  kingdom.  Nor  was  be  unmindful  of  the 
benefits  he  hud  conferred  upon  him,  but  re- 
warded him  with  such  honours  as  were  of  the 
greatest  esteem  among  them  ;  for  be  gave  bim 
leave  to  wear  his  tiara  upright,*  anil  to  sleep 
upon  a  golden  bed,  which  are  privileges  and 
marks  of  honour  peculiar  to  the  kings  of 
Parthia.  He  aUo  cut  otf  a  large  and  fruitful 
country  from  the  king  of  Armenia,  and  bestowed 
it  upon  btm.  The  name  of  the  country  is 
Nisibis,  wherein  the  Macedonians  had  formerly 
built  that  city  which  they  called  Antioch  of 
Mygoilonia.  And  these  were  the  honours  that 
were  paid  Izates  by  the  king  of  the  Partbians. 

4.  iiut  in.  no  long  time  Artabanus  died, 
and  left  bis  kingdom  to  bis  son  Bardanes. 
Now  this  Bardanes  came  to  Izates,  and  would 
have  persuaded  him  to  join  him  with  bis  army, 
and  to  assist  him  in  the  war  he  was  preparing 
to  make  with  the  Romans ;  but  he  could  not 
prevail  with  him.  For  Izates  so  well  knew 
the  strength  and  good  fortune  of  the  Romans, 
that  he  took  Bardanes  to  attempt  what  was 
impossible  to  be  done;  and  having  besides 
sent  his  sons,  live  in  number,  and  they  but 
young  also,  to  learn  accurately  the  language 
of  our  nation,  together  with  our  learning,  as 
well  as  be  had  sent  bis  mother  to  worship  at 
our  temple,  as  I  have  said  alreaily,  was  the 
uiore  backward  to  a  compliance ;  and  restrained 
Bardanes,  telling  him  perpetually  of  the 
great  armies  and  famous  actions  of  the  Ro- 
mans, and  thought  thereby  to  terrify  bim,  and 
desired  thereby  to  binder  him  from  that  expe- 

•  Thia  pririlrETe  of  wearing  the  tiara  upright,  or 
witb  the  tip  ut  the  cone  erect.  I»  known  to  t>;ive  hren  ol 
o!tl  peculiar  tu  grt-al  kiiica.  I'rom  XeQO(iliua  and  other  s 
ai  l>r.  HodsoD  otiMrves  here. 


dition.  Bnt  the  Parthian  kin?  was  provoked 
at  this  his  behaviour,  and  denounced  war 
immediately  against  Izates.  Yet  did  he  gain 
no  advantage  by  this  war.  because  God  cut 
off  all  his  hopes  therein ;  for  the  Partbians, 
perceiving  Banlanes's  intention,  and  how  he 
had  determined  to  make  war  with  the  Romans, 
slew  him,  and  gave  his  kingdom  to  his  brother 
Gotarzes.  He  also,  in  no  long  time,  perished 
by  a  plot  made  against  him,  and  Vologases, 
hi»  brother,  succeeded  him,  who  committed 
two  of  hie  provinces  to  two  of  his  brothers 
by  the  same  father; — that  of  the  Medcs  to 
the  elder,  Pacorus;  and  Armenia  to  the 
younger,  Tiridates. 


CHAPTER  rV'. 

BOW  IZATES  WAS  EETEATED  BT  HIS  0W3I 
StTBJECTS,  AND  fOrCUT  AGAINST  BV  THB 
AJiABIANS;  AKD  HOW  IZATES,  BY  THE  PUO- 
TIDESCE  OF  GOD,  WAS  DELIVERED  OCT  0» 
THEIR  HASDS. 

§  1.  Now  when  the  king's  brother,  Mcnaba- 
eus,  and  his  other  kindred,  saw  how  Izates, 
by  his  piety  to  Gnd,  was  become  greatly 
fcstermed  by  all  men,  they  also  had  a  desire 
to  leave  the  regions  of  their  country,  and  to 
embrace  the  customs  of  the  Jews ;  but  that 
act  of  tlieirs  was  discovered  by  Izates's  sub- 
jects. Whereupon  the  grandees  were  much 
displeased,  and  could  not  contain  their  anger 
at  ihcTn,  but  had  an  intention,  when  they 
should  lind  a  proper  opportunity,  to  inflict  a 
punishment  upon  thom.  .Accordingly,  they 
wrote  to  Abia,  king  of  the  Arabians,  and  pro- 
mised him  great  sums  of  monev,  if  he  would 
make  an  expedition  against  their  king:  and 
they  farther  promise<l  him,  that,  on  the  first 
onset,  they  would  desert  their  king,  because 
they  were  desirous  to  punish  him,  by  reason 
of  the  hatred  he  had  to  their  religious  worship; 
then  they  obliged  themselves,  by  oaths,  to  be 
faithful  to  each  other,  and  desired  that  he 
would  make  haste  in  this  design.  The  king 
of  Arabia  complied  with  their  desires,  and 
brought  a  great  army  into  the  field,  and 
marched  against  Izates;  and,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  first  onset,  and  before  thry  came  to  a  close 
fight,  those  grandees,  as  if  they  had  a  panic 
terror  upon  them,  all  desertfed  Izates.  as  they 
had  agreed  to  do,  and,  turning  their  backs 
upon  their  enemies,  ran  away.  Yet  was  not 
Izates  dismayed  at  this;  but  when  he  under- 
stood that  the  grandees  had  betrayed  him,  be 
also  retired  into  his  camp,  and  made  inquiry 
into  the  matter;  and  as  soon  as  he  knew  who 
they  were  that  had  made  this  conspiracy  with 
the  king  of  Arabia,  he  cut  off  those  that  were 
found  guilty;  and  renewinr  the  fight  on  the 
next  day,  be  slew  the  greatest  part  of  his  ene- 
mies, and  forced  all  the  rest  to  betake  them- 
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selves  to  flight.  He  also  pursued  their  kinp, 
and  drove  him  into  a  fortress  called  Arsanius, 
and,  following  on  the  siege  vigorously,  he 
took  that  fortress.  And,  when  he  had  plun- 
dered it  of  all  the  prey  that  was  in  it,  which 
was  not  small,  he  returned  to  Adiabene;  yet 
did  not  be  take  Abia  alive;  because,  when  he 
found  binjself  encompassed  upon  every  side, 
be  slew  himself. 

2.  But  although  the  grandees  of  Adiabene 
had  failed  in  their  tirst  attempt,  as  being 
dehvered  up  by  God  into  their  king's  bands, 
yet  would  they  not  even  then  be  quiet,  but 
wrote  again  to  Vologases,  who  was  then  Icing 
of  Partbia,  and  desired  that  he  would  kill 
Izates,and  set  over  them  some  other  potentate, 
who  should  be  of  a  Parthian  family;  for  tbey 
said  that  tbey  hated  their  own  king  for  abro- 
gating the  laws  of  their  forefathers,  and 
embracing  foreign  customs.  ^A'hen  the  king  of 
Partbia  heard  this,  he  boldly  made  war  upon 
Izates;  and,  as  he  had  iio  just  pretence  for 
this  war,  he  sent  to  him,  and  demanded  back 
those  honourable  privileges  which  bad  been 
bestowed  on  bun  by  his  father,  and  threatened, 
on  his  refusal,  to  make  war  upon  him.  Upon 
hearing  of  this,  Izates  was  under  no  small 
trouble  of  mind,  as  thinking  it  would  be  a 
reproach  upon  him  to  appear  to  resign  those 
privileges  that  had  been  bestowed  upon  him 
out  of  cowardice;  yet,  because  he  knew,  that 
though  the  king  of  Partbia  should  receive 
back  those  honours,  yet  would  he  not  be  quiet, 
he  resolved  to  commit  himself  to  God,  his 
protector,  in  the  present  danger  Be  was  in  of 
bis  lile;  and  as  be  esteemed  him  to  be  bis 
principal  assistant,  he  intrusted  his  children 
and  his  wives  to  a  very  strong  fortress,  and 
Iriid  up  bis  corn  in  his  citadels,  and  set  the 
hdy  and  tbe  grass  on  tire.  And  when  he  had 
thus  put  things  in  order,  as  well  as  he  could, 
be  awaited  tbe  coming  of  tbe  enemy.  And 
when  the  king  of  Partbia  was  come,  with  a 
great  army  of  footmen  and  horsemen,  which 
be  did  sooner  than  was  expected  (,for  he 
Diarched  in  great  haste),  ILnd  had  cast  up  a 
bank  at  the  river  that  parted  Adiabene  from 
Media,  — Izates  also  pitched  his  camp  not  far 
otf,  having  with  him  six  thousand  horsemen. 
But  there  came  a  messenger  to  Izates,  sent 
by  the  king  of  Partbia,  who  told  him  bow 
large  his  dominions  were,  as  reaching  from 
the  river  Euphrates  to  Bactria,  and  enume- 
rated that  king's  subjects:  he  also  threatened 
bun  that  he  should  be  punished,  as  a  person 
ungrateful  to  his  lords;  and  said  that  tbe 
God  whom  he  worshipped  could  not  deliver 
him  out  of  the  king's  hands.  When  the 
messenger  bad  delivered  this  his  message, 
Izates  replied,  that  be  knew  the  king  of  Par- 
thia's  power  was  much  greater  than  his  own ; 
but  that  he  knew  also  that  God  was  much 
more  powerful  than  all  men.  And  when  he 
had  returned  him  this  answer,  he  betook  him- 
self to  make  supplication  to  God,  and  threw 


himself  on  the  gronnd,  and  put  ashe?  apon 
his  head,  in  testimony  of  his  confusion,  and 
fasted,  together  with  bis  wives  and  children.' 
Then  he  called  upon  God,  and  said,  "  O 
Lord  and  Governor,  if  I  have  not  in  vain 
committed  myself  to  thy  goodness,  but  have 
justly  determined  that  thou  only  art  tbe  Lord 
and  principal  of  all  beings,  come  now  to  my 
assistance,  and  defend  me  from  my  enemies, 
not  only  on  my  own  account,  but  on  account 
of  their  insolent  behaviour  with  regard  to  thy 
power,  while  they  have  not  feared  to  lift  up 
their  proud  and  arrogant  tongue  against  thee." 
Thus  did  he  lament  and  bemoan  himself,  with 
tears  in  his  eyes;  whereupon  God  beard  his 
prayer.  And  immediately  that  very  night 
Vologases  received  letters,  the  contents  ol 
which  were  these,  that  a  great  band  of  Dahie 
and  Sac£,  despising  bim,  now  be  was  gone 
so  long  a  journey  from  borne,  had  made  an 
expedition,  and  laid  Partbia  waste;  60  that  he 
[was  forced  to]  retire  back,  without  doing 
any  thing.  And  thus  it  was  that  Izate« 
escaped  the  threatenings  of  tbe  Parthians,  by 
the  providence  of  God. 

3.  It  was  not  long  ere  Izates  died,  when 
he  bad  completed  fifty-tive  years  of  his  life, 
and  bad  ruled  his  kingdom  twenty-four  years. 
He  left  behind  him  twenty-four  sons  and 
twenty-four  daughters.  However,  be  gave 
order  that  his  brother  Munobazus  should 
succeed  in  the  government,  thereby  requiting 
him,  because,  while  he  was  himself  absent, 
after  their  father's  death,  he  had  faithfully 
preserved  the  government  for  him.  But 
when  Helena,  bis  mother,  heard  of  her  son's 
death,  she  was  in  great  heaviness,  as  was  hut 
natural,  upon  her  loss  of  such  a  most  dutiiul 
son;  vet  was  it  a  comtort  to  her  that  she 
beard  tbe  succession  came  to  her  eldest  son. 
Accordingly  she  went  to  bim  in  haste;  and 
when  she  was  come  into  Adiabene,  she  did 
not  long  outlive  her  son  Izates.  But  Slono- 
bazus  sent  her  bones,  as  well  as  those  of 
Izates,  bis  brother,  to  Jerusalem,  and  gave 
order  that  they  should  be  buried  at  tbe  pyra- 
midst  which  their  mother  had  erected;  they 
were  three  in  nuniber,  and  distant  no  more 
than  three  furlongs  from  tbe  city  of  Jerusa- 
lem. But  for  tbe  actions  of  Slonobazus  the 
king,  which  he  did  during  the  rest  of  his  life, 
we  will  relate  them  hereafter.J 

•  This  mournio^.  and  fasting,  and  prayinj:,  nsed  by 
Izates,  with  tirostrjuon  of  his  body,  and  a>hes  upon  his 
head,  are  plain  Bi;;DS  that  lie  was  become  either  a  Jew, 
or  an  thionite  ChrisUan.  who  indetrd  dillerrd  not  much 
from  proper  Jews,  .^eecbap.  vi  sect.  1.  However,  hit 
supplicatioDB  wertr  heard,  and  he  was  proTideatialljr 
delivered  from  that  irDoiioent  danger  he  was  in. 

+  "Tnese  pyramids  or  pillars,  erected  by  Helena,  queen 
of  Adiabene.  near  Jerusalem,  three  in  number,  are 
mei;tioticd  by  Eusebius,  in  bis  tccl.  Hist  b,  2,  ch.  ii, 
for  wliich  Ur. Hudson  refers  us  to  Valesius's  notes  upon 
that  place.  —  'I  hey  ate  also  mentioned  by  I'ausanias.  as 
hath  been  already  noted,  chap  il  sect.  6.  Kcland 
finesses  that  that  now  called  Absalom's  PUl  ^  may  ba 
one  of  them. 
[      {  This  accoubt  is  now  wantuig. 
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CHAPTER  V 

CONCERNING  THEUDA3  AND  THE  SONS  OF 
J0UAS  THE  GALILEAN;  A3  ALSO  WHAT 
CALAMITY  FELL  UPON  THE  JEWS  ON  THE 
DAY  or  THE  PASSOVER. 

§  1.  Now  it  came  to  pass,  while  Fadus  was 
procurator  oi  Judea,  that  u  certain  magician, 
who&e  name  was  Tbeudas,'  persuaded  a  great 
part  of  the  people  to  take  tlieir  effects  with 
them,  and  follow  liicn  to  the  river  Jordan; 
for  he  told  them  he  was  a  prophet,  and  that 
he  would,  by  his  own  command,  divide  the 
river,  and  afford  them  an  easy  passage  over 
it;  and  many  were  deluded  by  his  words. 
However,  Fadus  did  not  permit  them  to  make 
any  advantage  of  bis  wild  attempt,  but  sent  a 
troop  of  horsemen  out  against  them;  who, 
falling  upon  them  unexpectedly,  slew  many 
of  them,  and  took  many  of  thein  alive.  They 
also  took  Theudas  alive,  and  cut  off  his  head, 
and  carried  it  to  Jerusalem.  This  was  what 
befel  the  Jews  in  the  time  of  Cuspius  Fadus's 
government, 

•1.  Then  came  Tiberius  Alexander  as  succes- 
sor to  Fadus;  he  was  the  son  of  Alexander 
the  aluharch  of  Alexandria;  which  Alexander 
was  a  principal  person  among  all  his  contem- 
poraries, both  lor  his  family  and  wealth:  he 
was  also  more  eminent  for  his  piety  than  this 
bis  son  Alexander,  for  he  did  not  continue  in 
the  religion  of  bis  country.  Under  these  pro- 
curators that  great  famine  happened  in  Judeu, 
in  which  queen  Helena  bought  corn  in  I^^ypt 
at  a  great  expense,  and  distiibnted  it  to  those 
that  were  in  want,  as  1  have  related  already ; 
and  besides  this,  the  sons  of  Judas  of  tialilee 
were  now  slain;  1  mean  of  that  Judas  who 
caused  the  people  to  revolt,  when  Cyrenius 
came  to  take  an  account  of  the  estates  of  the 
Jews,  as  we  have  shown  in  a  foregoing  book. 
The  names  of  those  sons  were  James  and 
Simon,  whom  Alexander  commanded  to  be 
crucified;  but  no»v  Herod,  king  of  Chalcis, 
removed  Joseph,  the  son  of  Camydus,  from 
the  high-priesthood,  and  made  Ananias,  the 
son  of  Nebedeus,  his  successor;  and  now  it  was 
that  Cumanus  came  as  successor  to  Tiberius 
Alexander;  as  also  that  Herod,  brother  of 
Agrippa  the  great  king,  departed  this  lite,  in 
the  eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  Claudius  Ciesar. 
He  left  behind  him  three  sons,  Aristobulus, 
whom  he  had  by  his  first  wife,  with  Beniici- 
anus  and  Hyrcanus,  both  whom  he  had  by 
Bernice  his  brother's  daughter;  but  Claudius 
C^sar  bestowed  his  dominions  on  Agrippa, 
junior. 

3.   Now,    while    the   Jewish   affairs    were 

•  This  Theudas,  who  anise  under  Fadus  the  procura- 
tor, about  A  u.  -16  or  Hi.  could  n.^t  be  lliat  Tiieu<ias  wlio 
arose  in  the  days  of  the  laxii.k:.  under  Cjreoius;  or  al.otil 
A.  D.  7,  Acts  V.  3.).  37.  W  ho  Uial  earlier  Tbeudas  was, 
■09  tb?  Dote  ua  b   xvii  cb.  X   secL  o. 


under  the  administration  of  Catnanns,  there 
happened  a  great  tumult  at  the  city  of  Jeru- 
salem,   and    many    of    the    Jews     perished 
therein;   but  I  shall  first  explain  the  occasion 
whence    it   was    derived.      When    that    feast 
which  is  called  the  Passover  was  at  hand,  at 
which  time  our  custom  is  to  use  unleavened 
bread,  and  a  great    multitud*^  was    gathered 
together  from  all  parts  to  that  feast,  Cumanti* 
was  afraid   lest  some  attempt  of  innovation 
should  then  be  made  by  them;  so  he  ordered 
that  one  regiment  of  the  army  should  take 
their  arms,  and  stand  in  the  temple  cloisters, 
to  repress  any  attempts  of  innovation,  if  per- 
chance any  such  should  begin;    and  this  was 
no  more  tli.iii  what  the  former  procurators  of 
Judea  did  at  such  festivals;  hut  on  the  fourth 
<lay  of  the  feast,  a  certain  soldier  let  down  his 
breeches,  and  exposed  his  privy  members  to 
the  multitude,  which  put  those  that  saw  him 
into  a  furious  rage,  and  made  thetn  cry  out 
that  this    impious    action    was    not    done    to 
reproach  them,  hut  God  himself;    nay,  some 
of  them  reproached  Cumanus,  and  pretended 
that  the  soldier  was  set  on  by  him;    which 
when  Cumanus  heard,  he  was  also  himself  not 
a  little  provoked  at  such  reproaches  laid  upon 
him;  yet  did  he«xhort  them  to  leave  off  such 
seditious  attempts,  and  not  to  raise  a  tumult 
at  the  festival;  but  when  he  could  not  induce 
them  to  be  quiet,  for  they  still   went  on  in 
their  reproaches  to  him,  he  gave  order  that 
the    whole    army    should    take    their    entire 
armour,  and  conic  to   Aiitoiiia,  which  was  a 
fortress,  as  we  have  said  already,  which  over- 
looked the  temple;    but  when  the  multituile 
saw  the  soldiers  there,  they  were  affrighted  at^ 
them,  and  ran  away  hastily;    but  as  the  piis- 
sages    out    were    but    narrow,    and    as    they 
thought    their  enemies  followed   them,    they 
were  crowded  together  in  their   flight,  and  a 
great  number  were  pressed  to  death  in  '^those 
narrow  passages;  nor  indeed  was  the  number 
fewer  than  twenty  thousand  that  perished  in 
this  tumult.      So,  instead  of  a  festival  they 
had  at  last  a  mournful  day  of  it    and  they  all 
of  them  forgot  thei"-  prayers  and  sacrifices, 
and    betook    themselves   to   lamentation   and 
weeping;  so  great  an  affliction  did  the  impu- 
ilcnt  obsceneness  of  a  single  soldier  onng  upon 
them.-f 

4.  Now  before  this  their  first  mourning 
was  over,  another  mischief  befel  them  also; 
for  some  of  those  that  raised  the  foregoing 
tumult,  when  they  were  travelling  along  the 
public  road,  abeut  a  hundred  furlongs  from 
the  city,  robbed  Stephanus,  a  servant  of 
Ciesar,  as  he  was  journeying,  and  plundered 
him  of  all  that  he  had  with  him;  which  things 

+  This  and  many  more  tunuills  and  seditions,  whicll 
arose  at  the  Jewish  festivals,  in  Josephiis,  illu^tratn  the 
cautious  procedure  ol  the  Jewish  jjo^ernors.  when  the) 
s;iid.  Malt  xxvi.5.  "  Let  us  not  I.ike  Jesus  on  Ibe  least- 
day,  lest  there  bean  upr.'aramtjnM  the  people."  as  Re  and 
we'll  observes  on  this  place.  J.,seplios  also  t.xkes  notice 
of  Ibe  Same  thing.    Of  the  \\ar,  B.  i.  cb   iF.  seel.  3. 
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when  Cumanos  heard  of,  he  sent  soldiers  im- 
mediately, and  ordered  them  to  plunder  the 
neighbouring  villages,  and  to  bring  the  most 
eminent  persons  among  them  in  bonds  to 
him.  Now,  as  this  devastation  was  making, 
one  of  the  soldiers  seized  the  Laws  of  Moses, 
that  lay  in  one  of  those  villages,  and  brought 
them  out  before  the  eyes  of  all  present,  and 
tore  them  to  pieces ;  and  this  was  done  with 
reproachful  language,  and  much  scurrility ; 
which  things,  when  the  Jews  heard  of,  they 
ran  together,  and  that  in  great  numbers,  and 
came  down  to  Cesarea,  where  Cumanus  then 
was,  and  besought  him  that  he  would  avenge, 
not  themselves,  but  God  himself,  whose  laws 
had  been  affronted ;  for  that  they  could  not 
bear  to  live  any  longer,  if  the  laws  of  their 
forefathers  must  be  aflronted  after  this  manner. 
Accordingly,  Cumanus,  out  of  fear  lest  the 
multitude  should  go  into  sedition,  and  by 
the  advice  of  his  friends  also,  took  care  that 
tlie  soldier  who  had  offered  the  affront  to  the 
laws  should  be  beheaded  :  and  thereby  put  a 
stop  to  the  seditioQ  which  was  ready  to  be 
kindled  a  second  time. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

HOW    THERE     HAPPENED    A  <}CARREL     BETWEEN 

THE       JEWS      AXD       THE  8AMARITAXS;       AND 

HOW     CLAUDIUS    PCX    AM  END    TO    THEIR    DIF- 
FERENCES. 

§  1.  Now  there  arose  a  quarrel  between  the 
Samaritans  and  the  Jews  on  the  occasion  fol- 
lowing : — It  was  the  custom  of  the  Galileans, 
when  they  came  to  the  holy  city  at  the  festi- 
vals, to  take  their  journeys  through  the  country 
of  the  Samaritans;*  and  at  this  time  there  lay, 
in  the  road  they  took,  a  village  that  was  called 
Ginea,  which  was  situated  in  the  limils  of 
Samaria  and  the  great  plain,  where  certain 
persons  thereto  belonging  fought  with  the 
Galileans,  and  killed  a  great  many  of  them ; 
but  when  the  principal  of  the  Galileans  were 
informed  of  what  had  been  done,  they  came  to 
Cumanus,  and  desired  him  to  avenge  the 
murder  of  those  that  were  killed ;  but  he  was 
induced  by  the  Samaritans,  with  money,  to 
do  nothing  in  the  matter;  upon  which  the 
Galileans  were  much  displeased,  and  per- 
suaded the  multitude  of  the  Jews  to  betake 
themselves  to  arms,  and  to  regain  their 
liberty,  saying,  that  slavery  was  in  itself  a 
bitter  thing,  but  that,  when  it  was  joined  with 
direct  injuries,  it  was  perfectly  intolerable. 
And  when  their  principal  men  endeavoured 

*  This  ronetant  passage  of  the  Galilenns  through  the 
country  of  Samaria,  ac  they  went  to  .ludea  and  Jerusa- 
lem, illustrates  several  paspajres  in  the  Gospels  to  the 
same  purpose,  as  Dr.  Iludsotj  rightly  obserres.  See 
Luke  XTii.;  John  iv.  4.  See  also  Josephus  in  his  own 
Life  (sect.  52).  when  that  journey  is  determined  to  three 
iays. 


to  pacify  them,  and  promised  to  endeavour 
to  persuade  Cumanus  to  avenge  those  that 
were  killed,  they  would  not  hearken  to  them, 
but  took  their  weapons,  and  entreated  the 
assistance  of  Eleazar,  the  son  of  Dineus,  a 
robber,  who  had  many  years  made  his  abode 
in  the  mountains,  with  which  assistance  they 
plundered  many  villages  of  the  Samaritans. 
When  Cumanus  heard  of  this  actions  of  theirs, 
he  took  the  band  of  Sebaste,  with  four  regi- 
ments of  footmen,  and  armed  the  Samaritans, 
and  marched  out  against  the  Jews,  and  caught 
them,  and  slew  many  of  them,  and  took  a 
great  number  of  them  alive;  whereupon  those 
that  were  the  most  eminent  persons  at  Jeru- 
salem, and  that  both  in  regard  to  the  respect 
that  was  paid  them,  and  the  families  they 
were  of,  as  soon  as  they  saw  to  what  a  height 
things  were  gone,  put  on  sackcloth,  and  heaped 
ashes  upon  their  heads,  and  by  all  possible 
means  besought  the  seditious,  and  persuaded 
them  that  they  would  set  before  their  eyes 
the  utter  subversion  of  their  country,  the  con- 
flagration of  their  temple,  and  the  slavery  of 
themselves,  their  wives,  and  children,!  which 
would  he  the  consequences  of  what  they  were 
doing,  and  would  alter  their  minds,  would 
cast  away  their  weapons,  and  for  the  future 
be  quiet,  and  return  to  their  own  horties. 
These  persuasions  of  theirs  prevailed  upon 
them.  So  the  people  dispersed  themselves, 
and  the  robbers  went  away  again  to  their 
places  of  strength;  and  after  this  time  all 
Judea  was  overrun  with  robberies. 

2.  But  the  principal  of  the  Samaritans 
went  to  Ummidius  Quadratus,  the  president 
of  Syria,  who  at  that  time  was  at  Tyre,  and 
accused  the  Jews  of  setting  their  villages  on 
fire,  and  plundering  them;  and  said  withal, 
that  they  were  not  so  much  displeased  at  what 
they  had  suffered,  as  they  were  at  the  con- 
tempt thereby  shown  to  the  Romans;  while, 
if  they  had  received  any  injury,  they  ought  to 
have  made  them  the  judges  of  what  had  been 
done,  and  not  presently  to  make  such  devasta- 
tion, as  if  they  had  not  the  Romans  for  their 
governors;  on  which  account  they  carne  to 
him,  in  order  to  obtain  that  vengeance  they 
wanted.  This  was  the  accusation  which  the 
Samaritans  brought  against  the  Jews.  But 
the  Jews  affirmed,  that  the  Samaritans  were 
the  authors  of  this  tumult  and  fighting,  and 
that,  in  the  first  place,  Cumanus  had  been 
corrupted  by  their  gifts,  and  passed  over  the 
murder  of  those  that  were  slain  in  silence;  — 
which  allegations  when  Quadratus  heard,  he 
put  off  the  hearing  of  the  cause,  and  promised 
that  he  would  give  sentence  when  he  should 
come  into  Judea,  and  should   have  a  more 

*  Our  Saviour  had  foretold  that  the  Jews'  rejection  of 
his  Gospel  wi.uld  brine  upon  thetit.  amon^  other  miseries, 
these  Iliree.  which  they  themselves  liere  show  ttiey  ex- 
pected would  be  ttlecoiisefjoeoresoflheir  present  In  mil  Hi 
and  seditious;  Ihe  uiter  stihver^ion  o!  tlieir  n-lintry.  the 
conflagration  ot  their  temple,  and  Ihe  shiTPrv- of  ihem- 
•elves,  tbeir  wives,  and  childreu.     bee  Luke  zxi.  I>— 2L 
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exact  knowledge  of  the  truth  of  that  matter. 
So  these  men  went  away  without  success. 
Yet  was  it  not  long  ere  Quadratus  came  to 
Samaria;  where,  upon  hearing  the  cause,  be 
supposed  that  the  Samaritans  were  the  authors 
of  that  disturbance.  But  when  he  was 
informed  that  certain  of  the  Jews  were  making 
innovations,  he  ordered  those  to  be  crucitied 
whom  Cumanus  had  taken  captives.  From 
whence  he  came  to  a  certain  village  called 
Lydda,  which  was  not  less  than  a  city  in 
largeness,  and  there  heard  the  Samaritan 
cau<^e  a  second  time  before  his  tribunal,  and 
there  learned  from  a  certain  Samaritan,  that 
one  of  the  chief  of  the  Jews,  whose  name  was 
Dortus,  and  some  other  iimovatcrs  with  him 


CHAPTES  Vn. 

TELIX  IS  MADE  PBOCUBATOB  OF  Jn>R»;  An 
ALSO  CONCERNING  AGBIFFJI,  .'UNIOR,  kVJS 
HIS  SISTERS. 

§  1.  So  Claudius  sent  Felii,  the  brotner  "f 
Pallans,  to  take  care  of  the  affairs  of  Judi-a; 
and,  when  he  had  already  completed  ths 
twelfth  year  of  his  reign,  he  bestowed  upon 
Agrippa  the  tetrarchy  of  Philip,  and  liatanea, 
and  added  thereto  Trachonitis,  with  Ab'la; 
which  last  had  been  the  tetrarchy  of  Lysa- 
nius;  but  he  took  from  him  Chalds,  when  he 
had  been  governor  thereof  four  years.     And 


four  in  number,  persuaded  tlie  multitude  to  aj  when  Agrippa  had  received  these  countries  as 
revolt  from  the  Romans;  whom  Quadratus  i  the  gift  of  Ciesar,  he  gave  his  sister  Drusilla 
ordered  to  be  put  to  death:  but  still  he  sent  in  marriare  to  Azizus,  king  of  Emesa,  upon 
away  Ananias  the  high-priest,  and  Ananus  |  his  consent  to  be  circumci.'cd;  for  Epiphanes, 
the  commander  [of  the  temple],  in  bonds  to  j  the  son  of  king  Antiochus,  bad  refused  to 
R'jme,  to  give  an  account  of  what  they  had  marry  her,  because,  after  he  had  promised  her 
done  to  Claudius  C^sar.  He  also  ordered  father  formerly  to  come  over  to  the  Jewish 
the  principal  men,  both  of  the  Samaritans  and  religion,  he  would  not  now  perform  that  pro- 
of the  Jews,  as  also  Cumanus  the  procurator,  |  mise.  He  also  gave  Mariamne  in  marriage 
and  Celer  the  tribune,  to  go  to  Italy  to  the  to  Archelaus  the  son  of  Helcias,  to^  whom 
emperor,  that  be  might  hear  their  cause,  and 
determine  their  differences  one  with  another. 
But  he  came  again  to  the  city  of  Jerusalem, 
out  of  his  fear  that  the  multitude  of  the  Jews 
should  attempt  some  innovations;  but  he 
found  the  city  in  a  peaceable  state,  and  cele- 
brating one  of  the  usual  festivals  of  their 
country  to  God.  So  he  believed  that  they 
would  not  attempt  any  innovations,  and  left 
them  at  the  celebration  of  the  festival,  and 
returned  to  Antioch. 

3.  NoiV  Cumainis  and  the  principal  of 
the  Samaritans,  who  were  sent  to  Rome, 
bad  a  day  appointed  them  by  the  emperor. 


she  had  formerly  been  betrothed  by  Agrippa 
her  father;  from  which  marriage  was  derived 
a  daughter,  whose  name  was  IJernice. 

2.  liut  for  the  marriage  of  Drusil'a  with 
Azizus,  it  was  in  no  long  time  afterward  dis- 
solved, upon  the  following  occasion:  —  While 
Felix  was  procurator  of  Judea,  he  saw  this 
Dru.-illa,  and  fell  in  love  %vith  her;  for  she 
did  indeed  exceed  all  other  women  in  b.-autyj 
and  he  sent  to  her  a  person  whose  name  was 
Simon,"  one  of  his  friends ;   a  Jew  he  was, 

•  This  Simnn.  a  friend  of  F«-Iit.  a  Jew.  horn  in  CypniB, 
though  tie  preteitdol  lo  he  a  m;n:ici.in.  anH  seems  to  have 
been  wicl.ed  enuueh,  C4tul«I  hardly  be  th;it  fainotis  Sutiuo 


whereon  thev  were  to  have  pleaded  their  cause  i  ihemaiican.  hi  ihe  Acuof  Uie  Aposilei.  (viiLS.Sc 

,  ,  I     .1         u     1  -.u      .^*u^w       some  are  ready  lo  suppose.   'I  he  **iinon  menlioned  in  the 

about  the  quaircU  they  ha.i  one  with  another,  \  ^JI'/jJ^^/^o,  Vope'l*  a  Jew,  b»i  a  Sa.„ariiaD.  of  the 
But   now   Ciesar's   freedmen   and   his   friends    luwn  uf  Oiitie,  m  iiu;  rountry  nf  Sumuna..  aa  the  Apostu- 

lical  Coi.shiulions,  vi.7,  tt.tf  Krcngnitions  olClemenl.  ri. 


were  very  zealous  on  the  behalf  of  Cumaims 

and  the  Samaritans;    and   they  had   prevailed  !  Samariiu  AH^ey.  i.'  M.  iniorm  us.    He  was  also  i he 

over    the    Jews,    unless    Agrippa,   junior,   who     aulhur.  nul. .fan)  ancient  Jrwish.  hut  of  ll»t  tirstGentiie 

"  heresies,  a»  the  frtrcinentuintd  authors  assure  us.  *^»  I 
suppose  him  a  riifferent  perROii  fx.io  the  other,  I  meao 
this  only  up<'0  the  hypi.theais  that  Josepl'Us  was  nul  iin?- 
inloriued  as  tu  f'is  otrina  a  C>priot  Jew;    fur  olhcrwise 


,  J  ewe 


was  then  at  Home,  had  seen  the  principal  of 
the  Jews  bard  set,  and  had  earnestly  entreated 
Acrippina,  the    emperor's   wife,  to    persuade  ,. ,  -     -r         ^  ,.         ..  j  , 

1  r       .         J     .        u  I  «-     the  time   tbt- n.iine.  tl'e  profes-HJii.  and  the  wirkt-^i^sa  »l 

her   husband   to   bear   the   cause,   so   as   was  |  ;|;^'';;^,i;|''^;;;^%,,^„P.j  i„^l,„,  „„,  ,„  l,,l,eve  ii.em 
agreeable  to  bis  justice,  and  to  condetnn  those    jfj^  ^^^y  same.  As  to  tliat  Drusilla.  iiie  si&terof  Agrippa, 
to  be   punished  who  were  really  the  authors   junior,  as  .losepi.u.  informs  us  here,  and 
of  this  revolt  from  the   Roman  government: 

whereupon   Claudius  was  so  well  disposed 

beforehand,  that  when  he  had  heard  the  cause, 
a.nd  found  that  the  Samaritans  had  been  the 
ringleaders  in  those  mischievous  doings,  he 
gave  order  that  those  who  came  up  to  him 
should  be  slain,  and  that  Ciunanus  should  be 
banished.  He  also  gave  order  that  Celer  the 
tribune  should  be  carried  back  to  Jerusalem, 
and  should  be  drawn  through  the  city  in  the 
right  of  all  the  people,  and  theu  should  be 
•loin. 


.-I  Laike  inforn^s  us.Acts  xxiv.'i*,wli.jm  this  Simon  m-n- 
tiooed  by  Josephus  persuaded  to  leave  her  former  hu»- 
liand.  Alizus.  kinc  of  Emesa.  a  pro.elyte  of  justice,  aiid 
to  marry  lelix.  the  lieathen  procurator  of  J  uiiea,  J  ai-l- 
tus  (Hist  V.  9)  supposes  iier  to  be  a  heathen,  and  the 
grand-daughter  of  Anionius  and  Cleof  .itra.  contrary  both 
to  St.  Lqke  and  Josephus.  Now  'lacitus  lued  soine- 
what  too  remote,  both  as  to  time  and  place,  to  be  com- 
pared with  either  of  those  Jewish  writers,  in  a  matter 
conceniine  the  Jews  in  J  odea  in  their  own  days,  and  con. 
cerning  a  sister  of  Aerippa.  junior,  with  which  Agrippa 
Josephus  was  himself  so  well  acquainted.  It  is  probabia 
that  Tacitus  may  say  true,  when  he  informs  us  that  thit 
Felix  (who  had  in  all  three  wives,  or  queens,  as  Sueli*. 
nius  in  Claudius,  s.  iS,  assures  us)  did  once  ir.arTj  such 
a  grandchild  of  Anionius  and  Cleoi^atra^  and,  finding  th» 
Dame  of  one  of  itK-m  to  have  been  Drusilla,  he  mlsUMfc 
her  lor  that  other  wife,  whose  name  b*  did  not  know. 
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ftnil  by  birtlj  a  Cypriot,  and  one  who  pre- 
teticleii  to  )>e  a  iDagiciaii;  and  endeavoured  to 
persuade  her  to  forsake  ber  present  husband, 
tthd  marry  Him ;  and  pruuiised,  that  if  ^Ue 
W4iulil  not  refuse  him,  he  would  make  her  a 
l^appv  woman.  Accordinj;l_v,  she  acted  ill, 
tLitii  biT*<u>e  she  was  desirous  to  a%"oid  her 
Fi-ter  Uecnice's  envy,  for  she  was  very  ill 
rrcatfti  by  her  on  account  of  her  beauty,  was 
ftr,'\-ailed  upou  to  transgress  the  laws  of  her 
i-M'nIiitlieis,  and  to  marry  FeliX;  and  when 
h-e  uad  bad  a  son  by  her,  he  named  hira 
Af;np|>a.  itut  after  what  manner  that  young 
III4U.  >\iiji  his  wife,  perished  al  the  condagration 
ot  the  mountain  Vesuvius,'  in  the  days  of 
Tilu^  t^aisar,  shall  be  related  berealter.f 

'i.  Uut  as  fur  Ueruice,  she  lived  a  tvidow  a 
Iwi^  wliile  after  the  death  of  Herod  [king  ot 
V  halcis],  who  was  both  ber  husband  and  her 
uncle,  liut,  when  the  report  went  that  she 
liH^  (-riinijial  conversation  with  her  brother 
[.IjSrippa.  junior],  she  persuaded  Polemo,  who 
WHS  king  ut  (Jilicja,  to  be  circumcised,  and  to 
iii-jrry  her,  as  supposing  that,  by  this  means, 
si<e  sliuuld  prove  those  calumnies  upon  ber  to 
^c  false;  and  Polemo  was  prevailed  upon, 
/ami  that  chiedy  on  accoutit  of  her  riches. 
Vet  dill  nut  this  matrimony  endure  long;  but 
beriiice  left  Polemo,  and,  as  was  said,  with 
iui|iure  intentions.  So  be  forsook  at  once  this 
matrimony,  and  the  Jewish  religion:  and,  at 
tbe  sa;ne  time,  Mariamne  put  away  Arcbe- 
laus,  and  was  married  to  Demetrius,  the  prin- 
cipal aian  among  the  Alexandrian  Jews,  both 
for  his  family  and  his  wealth;  and  indeed  he 
was  then  their  alabarcb.  So  she  named  her 
son  whom  she  bad  by  bim  Agrippinus.  But 
o!  all  these  particulars  we  shall  hereafter  treat 
uiore  exactly. J 


CHAPTER  VIU. 

AFTEB  WHAT  M.4NNER,  DPON  THE  DEATH 
OF  CLAUDIUS,  NEJIO  SUCCEEDED  I.N  THE 
GOVEtt.VME.VT;  AS  ALSO  WHAT  BAUBAaot'S 
THINGS  HE  DID.  CONCERNING  THE  ROB- 
BERS, MURDERERS,  AND  IMPOSTORS,  THAT 
AROSE  WHILE  FELIX  AND  FZSTUS  WERE 
PROCDRATORS  OF  JUDEA. 

§  1.   Now  Claudius  C^sar  died  when  he  had 
reigned   thirteen    years,    eight    months,    and 

•  ThU  eraptioD  of  Vcaavias  was  one  of  tlie  i^reatesl 
ve  bare  in  history-  See  Bjanchioi's  curious  and  im- 
portant observanons  on  Ibis  Vesuvius,  and  its  seven 
■everal  great  eruptions,  wilti  their  rt- mains  v;trified.  and 
itill  exisliog,  in  so  many  dillerrnt  slrvta  under  ijruiind. 
iiil  the  di<.;ers  came  to  the  antideluriaii  waler*.  Willi 
Ineir  proportionable  interstu-es.  inii.Nl'ij  lite  Ivliije 
to  have  been  above  two  thioiKaii'i  live  hundred  V' ar-. 
ticfore  the  d'hnstian  era,  according  lu  out  eractest 
Onn>uolo({y. 

^  'I'liis  IS  now  wanliiic. 

1  fbis  also  ia  auw  wauuiig 


twenty  dars;§  and  a  report  went  about  that 
he  was  poisoned  by  his  wife  Agrippiiia.  He» 
father  was  Germajiiciu,  the  brother  of  Oesar. 
Her  husband  was  Domitius  .£iiobarbus,  one 
of  the  most  illustrious  persons  that  was  in  the 
city  of  Rome;  after  whose  death,  and  ber 
long  continuance  in  widowhood,  Claudius 
took  ber  to  wife.  She  brought  along  with 
her  a  son,  Domitius,  of  the  same  iiatne  with 
bis  father.  He  had  before  this  slain  bis  wife, 
!Messalina,  out  of  jealousy,  by  whom  he  hitd 
bis  children,  Britaiuiicus  and  Octavia;  their 
eldest  sister  was  Antonia,  whom  he  had  by 
Peliiia  his  first  wife.  He  also  married  Octavia 
to  -Nero;  for  that  was  the  name  that  Csesar 
gave  bim  afterward,  upon  his  adopting  him  for 
bis  son.  j 

2.  liut  now  Agrippina  was  afraid,  lest, 
when  Uritaimicus  should  come  to  man's  estate, 
be  should  succeed  his  father  in  the  govern- 
iiieiit,  and  desired  to  seize  upon  the  principa- 
lity beforehand  for  her  own  son  [Nero] ;  upon 
which  the  report  went  that  she  ttence  com- 
passed the  death  of  Claudius.  Accordingly, 
she  sent  Burrhus,  the  general  of  the  army, 
immediately,  and  with  bim  the  tribunes,  and 
such  also  of  the  freedmen  as  were  of  the 
greatest  authority,  to  bring  Nero  away  into 
the  camp,  and  to  salute  him  emperor.  And 
when  Nero  bad  thus  obtained  the  government, 
he  got  Biitannicus  to  be  so  poisoned,  that  the 
multitude  should  not  perceive  it;  although 
he  publicly  put  bis  own  mother  to  death  not 
long  afterward,  making  her  this  retjuital,  not 
only  for  being  born  of  her,  but  for  bringing 
it  so  about  by  her  contrivances,  that  he  ob- 
tained the  Roman  empire.  He  also  slew 
Octavia  his  own  wife, and  many  other  illus- 
trious persons,  under  this  pretence,  that  thej 
plotted  against  biin. 

3.  But  I  omit  any  farther  discourse  abobt 
these  affairs ;  for  there  have  been  a  great 
many  who  have  composed  the  history  of  Nero; 
some  of  whom  have  departed  from  the  truth 
of  facts,  out  of  favour,  as  having  received 
benefits  from  bim;  while  others,  out  of  hatred 
to  him,  and  the  great  ill-will  which  they  bare 
him,  have  so  impudently  raved  against  bio. 
with  their  lies,  that  they  justly  deserved  to  be 
condemned.  Nor  do  I  wonder  at  such  ai 
have  told  lies  of  Nero,  since  they  have  not  in 
their  writings  preserved  the  truth  of  history 
as  to  those  facts  that  were  earlier  than  his 
time,  even  when  the  actors  could  have  no  way 
incurred  their  hatred,  since  those  writers 
'ived  a  long  time  after  them;  but  as  to  those 
that  bave  no  regard  to  truth,  they  may  write 
as  they  please, — for  in  that  they  take  delight; 
but  as  to  ourselves,  who  have  made  truth  our 
direct  aim,  we  shall  briefly  touch  upon  what 
only  belongs    remotely   to   this  undertaking, 

(  This  dutjtion  of  the  reien  irf  Claudius  a-'rees  with 

1)10.  as    \>r    Hnt{>un    htre  reinar  8:  as  he  also  re::iurki 

■mat  Nerii'H  name,  wliicti  was  at  tir^t  I-   lli'tuilius  ^uo. 

itarhtis.  ;t:ter  Clatid'iis  Had  adopted  liim,  was  Nero  CIm- 

1  dios  Lsc.!  Liiusus  tii-ru'auicos. 
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but  shall  relate  what  hath  happened  to  us 
Jews  with  great  accuracy,  and  shall  not  grudge 
our  pains  in  giving  an  account  both  of  the 
oalainities  we  have  suffered  and  of  the  crimes 
we  have  been  guilty  of.  —  I  will  now  there- 
fore return  to  the  relation  of  our  own  affairs. 

4.  For  in  the  drst  year  of  the  reign  of  Nero, 
upon  the  death  of  Azizus,  king  of  Emesa, 
Suemus,*  bis  brother,  succeeded  in  bis  King- 
dom, and  Aristobulus,  the  son  of  Herod,  king 
of  Cbalcis,  was  intrusted  by  Nero  with  the 
government  of  the  Lesser  Armenia.  Caesar 
also  bestowed  on  Agrippa  a  certain  part  of 
Galilee,  Tiberias  and  Tarichex,t  ^"*1  ordered 
them  to  submit  to  bis  jurisdiction.  He  gave 
bim  also  Julias,  a  city  of  Perpa,  with  fourteen 
villages  tbat  lay  about  it. 

5.  Now,  as  for  the  affairs  of  the  Jews,  they 
grew  worse  and  worse  continually;  for  the 
country  was  again  ^ed  with  robbers  and 
impostor*,  who  deluded  the  multitude.  Yet 
di<i  Felix  catch  and  put  to  death  many  of  those 
impostors  every  day,  together  with  the  rob- 
bers. He  also  caught  Fleazar,  the  son  of 
Dineus,  who  had  gotten  together  a  company 
o(  robbers;  and  this  he  did  by  treachery; 
fur  he  gave  him  assurance  tbat  be  should 
suffer  no  harm,  and  thereby  persuaded  him  to 
come  to  him;  but  when  he  came,  he  bound 
him  and  sent  him  to  Rome.  Felix  also 
bore  an  ill-will  to  Jonathan,  the  high-priest, 
because  be  frequently  gave  him  admonitions 
about  governing  the  Jewish  affairs  better  than 
he  did,  lest  he  should  himself  have  complaints 
made  of  him  by  the  multitude,  since  he  it 
was  who  had  desired  Ciesar  to  send  him  as 
procurator  of  Judea.  So  Felix  contrived  a 
method  whereby  he  might  get  rid  of  him, 
now  be  was  become  so  continually  trouble- 
some to  him;  for  such  contiimal  admonitions 
are  grievous  to  those  who  are  disposed  to  act 
unjustly.  Wherefore  Felix  persuaded  one  of 
Jonathan's  most  faithful  friends,  a  citizen  of 
Jerusalem,  whose  name  was  Doras,  to  bring 
the  robbers  upon  Jonathan,  in  order  to  kill 
him;  and  this  he  did  by  promising  to  give 
him  a  great  deal  of  money  for  so  4ping. 
Doras  complied  with  the  proposal,  and  con- 
trived matters  so,  that  the  robbers  might 
murder  him  after  the  following  manner: — 
Certain  of  those  robbers  went  up  to  the  city, 
as  if  they  were  going  to  worship  God,  while 
they  had  daggers  under  their  garments;  and, 
by  thus  mingling  themselves  among  the  multi- 
tude, they  slew  Jonathan; J  and  as  this  murder 

•  This  Soemns  is  elsewhere  mentioned  [hyjosephas, 
in  his  own  Life,  sect.  11.  as  also]  by  i>io  Cauius  and 
I'iinlus,  as  Dr  Hudson  informs  113 

+  This  a^ees  with  Josephus's  frequent  accounts  else- 
where in  bis  own  Life,  (hat  Ttberias.  and  Turiches.  and 
Gamala.  were  uader  this  At;rippa.  juniur.  till  Justus,  the 
fcoii  of  Pistus,  seized  upon  them  (or  the  Jews,  upon  tlie 
break.int;  out  ol  tue  w  ir. 

}  Tl'is  treacherous  and  barhnrous  murder  of  the  Rood 
hijh-'jriesl  JoiKithiin,  b)  the  oulriv^noe  uf  this  wicked 
j.-ociuHttir  Kelix,  was  the  imine'liate  ficc.ision  ol  the 
ensuiu^ni'iiders  b>  the  sicani  or  rutTiaDS,  and  ttue  itreal 
cause  ul  the  foilowio;  tiurriJ  cruelUcs  a.qd  nii»erleB  of 


was  never  avenged,  the  robbers  went  up  with 
the  greatest  security  at  the  festivals  after  this 
time;  and  having  weapons  concealed  in  like 
manner  as  before,  and  mingling  themselves 
among  the  multitude,  they  slew  certain  of  their 
own  enemies,  and  were  subservient  to  other  men 
for  money;  and  slew  others  not  only  in  remote 
parts  of  the  city,  but  in  the  temple  itself  also; 
for  they  had  the  boldness  to  murder  men  there, 
without  thinking  of  the  impiety  of  which  tbey 
were  guilty.  And  this  seems  to  me  to  have 
been  the  reason  why  God,  uut  of  bis  hatred  to 
these  men's  wickedness,  rejected  our  city;  and 
as  for  the  temple,  he  no  longer  esteemed  it 
sufficiently  pure  for  him  to  inhabit  therein,  but 
brought  the  Romans  upon  us,  and  threw  a  fire 
upon  the  city  to  purge  it;  and  brought  upon 
us,  our  wives,  and  children,  slavery, — as  desi- 
rous to  make  us  wiser  by  our  calamities. 

6.  These  works,  that  were  done  by  the  rob- 
bers, filled  the  city  with  all  sorts  of  impiety. 
And  now  these  impostors  and  deceivers  [| 
persuaded  the  multitude  to  follow  them 
into  the  wilderness,  and  pretended  that  they 
would  exhibit  manifest  wonders  and  signs, 
that  should  be  performed  by  the  providence 
of  God.  And  many  that  were  prevailed  on 
by  them  suffered  the  punishments  of  their 


the  Jewish  nation,  as  Jowphui  here  supposes;  whose 

excellent  refleclionon  the  urusa  wicked  nessol  that  nation, 
as  the  direct  cau*e  of  their  lerrihlf  destruction,  is  well 
worthy  the  atlenlion  of  every  Jewish  and  Christian 
reader.  And,  kince  we  are  soon  coming  to  the  cata- 
liigue  of  Jewish  hijih-pneids.  it  may  not  he  amis^,  wiih 
Reland.  to  insert  this  Jonathan  araon^  them;  and  to 
transcribe  his  particular  Cataluifue  of  the  last  twenty- 
ci^ht  t>i(;h-pi  irsts,  taLeii  out  at  Jusephus,  and  begin  with 
Ananeluss  who  was  made  by  Herod  the  Great.  Sco 
Antiq.  b.  XV.  ch.  iL  sect  4,  and  the  note  there. 
L  Anaoelus. 

2.  Anslohulus. 

3.  Jesus,  the  con  of  Fabus. 

4.  Simon,  the  son  of  Boelhos. 

6.  Matthias,  the  son  of  I'heophilus. 
G.  Joazar,  the  son  of  Bnelhus. 

7.  Eleazar.  the  son  of  Boetbus. 
H.  Jesus,  the  son  of  Jjle. 

9.  [Annas,  orj  Auanus,  the  &0D  of  Seth. 

10.  Isfnael,  the  son  of  Kabus. 

11.  FleuZitr,  the  son  of  Anann4. 
1:^  Simon,  the  son  of  Camitlius. 

IJ.  Joseplius  Caiaphas,  the  son-ia-Ian  to  AQaDUs. 
H.  J'liiathan.  the  son  of  Auanus. 
l.y,  Theophilus,  his  brother,  and  son  of  Ananas. 
Id  >iiuon,  the  50>i  uf  Boethus. 

17.  iMaU!iias,ihe  brutderof  Jonathan,  and  500  of  Ananas. 

18.  Aljoncus. 

19.  Josephus,  the  son  of  Camydos. 
-^0.  Ananias,  the  sua  of  Nebedcus. 
21.  Jonalhas, 

ii.  Inroael.  the  son  of  Fabi. 
•a.  Joseph  Cubi,  tlie  !ion  of  Simon. 
24.  Aiianus.  tlie  &on  of  Anauus. 
■2\  Je-ius,  the  sun  of  Damneus. 

26.  Jeitis,  trie  son  of  (iam;iliel. 

27.  MaUhias.  the  aun  of  J'heophilU3. 
2ii.  I'lianiiias,  the  son  of  Samuel. 

As  tor  A  nanus  and  Joseph  Caiaphas,  here  mentioned 
about  the  midiile  of  this  catalogue,  they  are  no  other  than 
th'>^  Annas  and  Caiaphas  so  olten  mentioned  in  the  Four 
GosprUi  and  that  Ananias,  the  son  of  Nebedeus,  was 
that  hi«h-priest  before  whom  St.  Paul  pleaded  his  own 
cause,  Acl^  xxiv. 

.1  (tf  these  Jewish  impostors  and  false  prophets,  with 
many  other  ciicumslMices  ami  miseries  of  the  Jews,  till 
their  utter  deslruclion.  lorelold  b>  our  Saviour,  see  Ut. 
Accoinpl.  of  I'roplL  p.  'tb  —  7o. 
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folly;  for  Felix  brought  them  back,  and  then 
punished  them.  Moreover,  there  came  out 
of  Eijvpt*  about  this  time  to  Jerusalem,  one 
that  *aid  he  was  a  prophet,  and  advised  the 
umititude  of  tne  common  people  to  go  along 
with  him  to  the  Mount  of  Olives,  as  it  was 
called,  which  lay  over  against  the  city,  and  at 
the  ilistance  of  five  furlongs.  He  said  far- 
tner,  that  he  would  show  them  from  hence, 
how,  at  his  command,  the  walls  of  Jerusalem 
would  fall  down;  and  he  promised  them  that 
he  would  procure  them  an  entrance  into  the 
city  through  those  walls,  when  they  were 
fallen  down.  Now  when  Felix  was  informed 
of  these  things,  he  ordered  his  soldiers  to  take 
their  weapons,  and  came  against  them  with  a 
great  number  of  horsemen  and  footmen,  from 
Jerusalem,  and  attacked  the  Egyptian  and 
the  people  that  were  with  him.  He  also  slew 
four  hundred  of  them,  and  took  two  hundred 
alive.  But  the  Egyptian  himself  escaped  out 
of  the  fight,  but  did  not  appear  any  more. 
And  again  the  robbers  stirred  up  the  people 
to  make  war  with  the  Romans,  and  said  they 
ought  not  to  obey  them  at  all;  and  when  any 
persons  would  not  comply  with  them,  they 
act  fire  to  their  villages,  and  plundered  them. 
7.  And  now  it  was  that  a  great  sedition 
arose  between  the  Jews  that  inhabited Cesarea, 
and  the  Syrians  who  dwelt  there  also,  con- 
cerning their  equal  right  to  the  privileges  ba- 
longing  to  citizens;  for  the  Jews  claimed  the 
pre-eminence,  because  Herod  their  king  was 
the  builder  of  Cesarea,  and  because  he  was 
by  birth  a  Jew.  Now  the  Syrians  did  not 
deny  what  was  alleged  about  Herod;  but 
they  said  that  Cesarea  was  formerly  called 
Str.ito's  Tower,  and  that  then  there  was  not 
one  Jewish  inhabitant.  When  the  presidents 
of  that  country  heard  of  these  disorders,  they 
caught  the  authors  of  them  on  both  sides,  and 
tormentedtheui '.vith  stripes, and  bythat  means 
put  a  stop  to  the  disturbance  for  a  time.  But 
the  Jewish  citizens  depending  on  their  wealth, 
end  on  that  account  despising  the  Syrians,  re- 
proached them  ag^n,  and  hoped  to  provoke 
them  by  such  reproaches.  However,  the  Syri- 
ans, though  they  were  inferior  in  wealth,  yet 
valuing  themselves  highly  on  this  account,  that 
the  greatest  part  of  the  Roman  soldiers  that 
were  there,  were  either  of  Cesarea  or  Sebaste, 
they  also  for  some  time  used  reproachful  lan- 
guage to  the  Jews  also;  and  thus  it  was,  till 
at  length  they  came  to  throwing  stones  at 
one  another;  and  several  were  wounded,  and 
fell  on  both  sides,  though  still  the  Jews  were 
the  conquerors.  But  when  Felix  saw  that  this 
quarrel  was  become  a  kind  of  war,  he  came 
upon  them  on  the  sudden,  and  desired  the 
Jews  to  desist;  and  when  they  refused  so  to 
do,  he  armed  his  soldiers,  and  sent  them  out 
upon  them,  and  slew  many  of  them,  and  took 
more  of  them  alive,  and  permitted  his  soldiers 

*  Of  This  E^ptian  imposlor,  and  tbe  number  of  bis 
bUovAcs,  m  JoKpbui,  tee  Acts  xxi  3d. 


to  plunder  some  of  the  Tiouses  of  the  citizens, 
which  were  full  of  riches.  Now  those  Jews 
that  were  more  moderate,  and  of  principal 
dignity  among  them,  were  afraid  of  them- 
selves,  and  desired  of  Felix  that  he  would 
sound  a  retreat  to  his  soldiers,  and  spare  them 
for  the  future,  and  afford  them  room  for  re- 
pentance for  what  they  had  done;  and  Felix 
,  was'prevailed  upon  to  do  so. 

8.   About  this  time  king  Agrippa  gave  the 
higb-priesthoofl  to  Ismael,  who  was  the  son 
j  of  Fabi.     And  now  arose  a  seilition  between 
I  the  high-priests  and  the  principal  men  of  the 
'  multitude  of  Jerusalem ;   each  of  whom  got 
!  them  a  company  of  the  boldest  sort  of  men, 
and    of  those   that    loved    innovations,    about 
tbem,  and  became  leaders  to  them;  and  when 
they  struggled  together,  they  did  it  by  casting 
reproachful   words  against    one  another,  and 
by  throwing  stones   also.       And    there    was 
nobody  to  reprove  them ;  but  these  disorders 
were  done  after  a  licentious  manner  in  the 
city,  as  if  it  bad  no  government  over  it.     And 
such  was  the  impudtnccf  and  boldness  that 
had  seized  on  the  high-priests,  that  they  hart 
the  hardiness  to  send   their  servants  into  the 
thrashing-floors,  to  take  away  those  tithes  that 
were  due  to  the  prests,  insomuch  that  it  so  fell 
out  that  the  poorer  sort  of  the  priests  dieil  for 
'  want.      To  ibis  degree  (lid  the  nolence  of  the 
seilitious  prevail  over  all  right  and  jus;:ce. 
i      9.   Now,  when  Porcius  t'estus  was  sent  as 
successor  to   Feli.t  by   Nero,  the  principal  of 
tbe  Jewish  inhabitants  of  Cesarea  went  up  to 
Rome  to  accuse   Felix;  and  he  had  certainly 
been  brought  to  piniishment,  uidcss  Nero  had 
I  yielded  to  the  importunate  solicitations  of  his 
I  brother  Pallas,  «ho  Has  at  that  time  bad  in 
I  the   greatest    honour  by  him.      Two   of   the 
principal   Syrians  in  Cesarea  persuaded  Burr- 
i  bus,  who  was  Nero's  tutor,  and  secrefar)'  fur 
his  Greek  epistles,  by  giving  him  a  great  sum 
of   money,  to  disaniml  that  equality  of   the 
Jewish  privileges  of  citizens  which  they  hither- 
to enjoyed.      So  Burrhus,  by  his  solicitations, 
obtained  leave  of  the  emperor,  that  an  epistle 
shouM    be    written   to   that   purpose.       This 
!  epistle  became  the  occasion  of  the  following 
I  miseries  that  befel  our  nation ;  for,  when  the 
Jews  of  Cesarea  were  informed  of  the  contents 
I  of  this  epistle  to  the  Syrians,  they  were  more 
disorderly  than  before,  till  a  war  was  kindled; 
10.   Upon  Festus's  cotring  into   Judea,  it 
happened  that  Judea  was  afflicted  by  the  rob- 
bers, while  all  tbe  villages  were  set  on  fire, 
and  plundered  by   them.      And  then  it  was 
that  the  sicarii^  as  they  were  called,  who  were 
robbers,  grew  numerous.      They  made  use  of 
small  swords,  not   much  different  in    length 
from    the    Persian    acinactc,    but    somewhat 

+  The  wickedne.ts  here  was  very  peculiar  and  extra- 
ordinary, that  the  hi^h-pr'ests  sbitiild  so  oppress  tbeif 
brelhrtn  the  p^e^ts.  as  to  starve  the  poorest  of  tbem  19 
'ie.,lh.  .'■ee  the  lii^e  presently,  cb  ix.  sect.  2.  Sucb 
fatal  crmes  are  covelousness  and  tyranny  ra  the  olergj, 
as  well  aJ  in  tbe  laity,  in  all  ages. 
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crooked,  and  like  the  Roman  sica  [or  sickles],  I 
as  the}r  were  called;  and  frooi  these  weapons 
these  robbers  got  their  denomination;  and 
with  these  weapons  they  slew  a  great  many; 
for  they  mingled  themselves  among  the  multi- 
tude at  their  festivals,  when  they  were  come  up 
in  crowds  from  all  parts  to  the  city  to  worship 
God,  as  we  said  betore,  and  easily  slew  those 
that  they  had  a  mind  to  slay.  Tbey  aUo  came 
frefjiiently  upon  tbe  villages  belonging  to  their 
enemies,  with  their  weapons,  and  plundered 
them,  and  set  them  on  tire.  So  Fe>tus  sent 
forces,  both  horsejnen  and  footmen,  to  fiill 
upon  those  that  had  been  seduced  by  a  certain 
impostor,  who  promisefl  them  deliverance  and 
freedom  from  the  mi>erie5  tbey  were  under, 
if  they  would  but  follow  him  as  far  as  the 
wilderness.  Accordingly,  those  forces  that 
were  sent  destroyed  both  him  that  had  deluded 
ibeiM,  and  those  that  were  his  followers  also. 
II.  About  the  same  time  king  Agrippa 
built  himself  a  very  large  dining-room  in  the 
royal  palace  at  Jerusalem,  near  to  the  portico. 
Now  this  palace  had  been  erected  of  old  by 
the  children  of  Asamoncus,  and  was  situate 
upon  an  elevation,  and  alforded  a  most  de- 
li^jhtliil  prospect  to  those  that  had  a  mind  :o 
take  a  view  of  the  city,  which  prospect  was 
desired  by  the  king;  and  there  he  could  lie 
down,  ami  eat,  and  thence  observed  what  was 
done  in  the  temple:  which  thing,  when  the 
chief  men  of  Jerusalem  saw,  they  were  very 
much  displeaserl  at  it;  for  it  was  not  agree- 
able to  the  institutions  of  our  count.-y  or  law 
that  what  was  done  in  the  temple  sliould  be 
viewed  bv  others,  especially  what  belonged  to 
the  sacrifices.  They  therefore  erected  a  wall 
upon  the  uppermost  building  which  belonged 
to  the  inner  court  of  the  tiraple  towards  tbe 
west;  which  wall,  when  it  was  built,  did  not 
only  intercept  the  prospect  of  the  dining-room 
in  the  palace,  but  also  of  the  western  cloisters 
that  belonged  to  the  outer  court  of  the  tem- 
ple also,  where  it  was  that  the  Romans  kept 
guards  for  the  temple  at  the  festivals.  At 
these  doings,  both  king  Agrippa,  and  princi- 
pally Festus  the  procurator,  were  much  dis- 
pleased; and  Festus  ordered  them  to  pull  the 
wall  down  again :  but  the  Jews  petitioned 
him  to  give  them  leave  to  send  an  embassage 
about  this  matter  to  Nero;  for  they  saii'.  they 
could  not  endure  to  live  if  any  part  of  the 
temple  should  be  demolished;  and  when  Fes- 
tus had  given  them  leave  so  to  do,  they  sent 
ten  of  their  principal  men  to  Nero,  as  also 
Ismael  the  high-priest,  and  Helcias,  the  keeper 
of  the  sacred  treasure.  And  when  Nero  had 
heard  what  they  had  to  say,  he  not  ordy  for- 
gave'  them  what  they  had  already  done,  but 

•  Wf  have  here  one  eminent  example  of  Nero*s 
inilclD«;iS  and  f^oodness  in  hia  eovernmetit  towards  itif 
.'*»■«  ■jiiring  tiie  tirsi  live  years  ol"  liis  TPU'ii,  so  famous 
'n  sntiquilv  ;  we  lidPe  perhaps  another  in  Jo3e()hns"3 
own  Liif.  sect  3;  and  a  ihirJ.  tltuonh  of  a  vpiy  diflt- 
rcnl  nature.  Iit-it- in  sect  9.  just  bcturc.  However,  both 
the  geoeruus  acu  of  tiiDdQess  were  obtained  ol  ^eIo  b> 


also  gave  them  leave  to  let  tbe  wall  tbey  had 
built  stand.  This  was  granted  them  in  order 
to  gratify  Poppea,  Nero's  wife,  who  was  a. 
religious  woman  and  had  requested  thes'. 
favours  of  Nero,  and  who  gave  order  to  tbe 
ten  ambassadors  to  go  their  way  home;  but 
retained  Helcias  and  Ismael  as  hostages  with 
herself.  As  soon  as  the  king  beard  this  new.s, 
he  gave  tbe  high-priesthood  to  Joseph,  who 
was  called  Cabi,  the  son  of  Simon,  formerly 
bigb-priest. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

CONCERKIXO  ALBINUS,  UNDER  WHOSE  PRO. 
CURATORSHIF  JAMES  WAS  SLAIN;  A3  ALSO 
WHAT  EDlFICIiS  WERE  BUILT   BY  AGRIPPA. 

§  I.  And  now  Cxsar,  upon  hearing  the  death 
of  Festus,  sent  Albinus  into  Judea,  as  procu- 
rator; but  the  king  deprived  Joseph  of  the 
high-priesthood,  and  bestowed  the  succession 
to  that  dignity  on  the  son  of  Ananus,  who 
was  also  himself  called  Ananus.  Now  the 
report  goes,  that  this  elder  Ananus  proved  a 
most  fortunate  man;  for  he  had  live  sons  who 
had  all  performed  the  olfice  of  a  high -priest 
to  God,  ami  he  had  hlniself  enjoyed  that  dig- 
..ity  a  long  time  formerly,  which  bad  never 
happetied  to  any  other  of  our  high-priests, 
but  this  younger  Ananus,  who,  as  we  have 
told  you  already,  took  the  high-priesthood, 
was  a  bold  man  in  his  temper,  and  very  inso- 
lent ;  he  was  also  of  the  sect  of  the  Sad- 
ilucees.t  if'o  are  very  rigid  in  judging 
olfenders,  above  all  the  rest  of  tbe  Jews,  as 
we  have  already  observed;  when,  therefore, 
Ananus  was  of  this  disposition,  he  thought  be 
had  now  a  proper  opportunity  [to  exercise 
his  authority].  Festus  was  now  dead,  and 
Albinus  was  but  upon  the  roail;  so  he  assem- 
bled the  sanhedrim  of  judges,  and  brought 
before  them  tbe  brother  of  Jesus,  who  was 
called  Christ,  whose  name  was  James,  and 
some  others  [or  some  of  his  companions] ; 
awl  when  he  had  formed  ati  accusation  against 
them  as  breakers  of  the  law,  be  delivered 
them  to  be  stoned:  but  as  for  those  who 
seemed  the  most  cijuitablc  of  the  citizens,  and 
such  as  were  the  most  uneasy  at  the  breach  of 
the  laws,  tbey  ilisliked  what  was  done;  they 
also  sent  to  the  king  [Agrippa],  desiring  him 
to  send  to  Anaims  that  he  should  act  so  no 
more,  for  that  what  he  had  already  done  was 
not  to  be  justitied:  nay,  some  of  them  went 

his  queen  Poppea,  who  was  a  reliRioiis  lady,  and  per 
baps  privat'ly  a  Jewisli  proselyte,  and  fto  were  no'. 
oftini:  entirely  to  Nero's  own  i;o(Hlne5S 

+  It  lience  evidently  appears  that  Sadducees  might  ho 
hiijh-priests  in  the  days  ..f  Josepiius,  and  that  these  Sad- 
ducees were  usualty  very  seveie  and  inexorable  judges, 
while  the  Pharisees  were  much  milder,  and  more  uier- 
ciliil.  as  appears  by  ileland's  instances  in  his  note  OD 
this  place,  and  on  Josepliiis's  Life,  seel.  34.  and  thoss 
taken  from  the  New  Testament,  from  Josephus  hitiiselC 
antl  Irom  the  rabbins;  nor  do  we  meet  with  any  iiade 
duceea  later  th3o  this  biiih-pnest  in  all  Josephus 
•i  M 
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rfso  to  meet  Albinus,  as  be  was  upon  his 
joarney  from  Alexandria,  and  informed  him 
tLat  it  was  not  lawful  for  Ananas  to  assemble 
n  sanhedrim  without  his  consent:*  —  where- 
upo4i  Albinus  complied  with  what  they  said, 
and  wTote  in  anger  to  Ananu5,  and  threatened 
that  he  would  bring  him  to  punishment  for 
what  he  had  done;  on  which  king  Agrippa 
took  the  high-priesthood  from  him,  when  he 
had  ruled  but  three  months,  and  made  Jesus, 
the  son  of  Damneus,  high-priest. 

3.  Now,  as  soon  as  Albinus  was  come  to 
the  city  of  Jerusalem,  he  used  all  his  endea- 
"ours  and  care  that  the  country  inighi  be 
kept  in  peace,  and  this  by  destroying  many 
of  the  sicarii  ;  but  aa  for  the  high-priest  Ana- 
nias,t  be  increased  io  glory  every  day,  and 
this  to  a  great  degree,  and  had  obtained  the 
favour  and  esteem  of  the  citizens  in  a  signal 
manner;  for  he  was  a  great  hoarder  up  of 
money:  he  therefore  cultivated  the  friendship 
of  Albinus,  and  of  the  high-priest  [Jesus],  by 
making  them  presents;  be  also  had  servants 
who  were  very  wicked,  who  joined  themselves 
to  the  boldest  sort  of  the  people,  and  went  to 
the  thrashing-floors,  and  took  away  the  tithes 
that  belonged  to  the  priests  by  violence,  and 
did  not  refrain  from  beating  such  as  would 
not  give  these  tithes  to  them.  So  the  other 
high-priests  acted  in  the  like  manner,  as  did 
those  his  servants,  without  any  one  being  able 
to  prohibit  them ;  so  that  [some  of  the]  priests, 
that  of  old  were  wont  to  be  supported  with 
those  tithes,  died  for  want  of  food. 

3.  Hut  now  the  sicarit  went  into  the  city  Viy 
night,  just  before  the  festival,  which  was  now 
at  hand,  and  took  the  scribe  belonging  to  the 
governor  of  the  temple,  whose  name  was 
Eleazar,  who  was  the  son  of  Ananus  (Ananias) 
the  high-priest,  and  bound  him,  and  coxried 
him  away  with  them;  after  which  they  sent 
to  Ananias,  and  said  that  they  would  send  the 
scribe  to  him,  if  he  would  persuade  Albinus 
to  release  ten  of  those  prisoners  which  he  had 


*  or  this  condeninalioa  of  James  the  Just,  and  its 
causes,  as  ulsu  tlut  he  did  ttoX  die  lill  toiii{  iifltr\\ards, 
»fr  rrlm.  Chriit.  Itevived.  vol.iiL  Ch.43 — *j  The  sun- 
hnlriru  cgnitemmrd  our  SaTiour,  but  could  not  put  bitn 
lu  dcixtti  witUout  the  a[)prubaUon  of  ttie  Koiuan  [jrocura- 
tur:  uur  cuuM  Iherelure  Anatias  and  his  sanliednm  do 
motv  lter«.  since  they  neVer  had  Albinus^s  apprubation 
lur  the  putting  tliis  Jaoies  to  death 

■f  I'tiis  Aiiaiii-LS  was  out  the  »on  of  ^ebedells.  as  I  lake 
i\.  I'lit  he  who  was  railed  Annas  ur  Annanus  the  Elder,  the 
9th  ill  tlie  catalo;;ue.  and  wbo  had  been  esteemed  btgti- 

firie&t  lor  a  luug  Iioiei  and  beMdes,  Caiapha»  bis  son-m- 
aw bud  five  of  bid  uwd  sons  bich-prie&U  alter  him,  wbo 
w  ere  those  of  numbers  1 1,  U,  I J,  17,  '2i.  in  the  foregoing 
catalogue.  I^or  ou^Ut  we  to  pa^s  &Ji;;htly  over  wbat 
Josephus  >iere  says  of  this  Annas  or  Anautus,  that  be 
Was  bi^b-priest  a  loDg  time  befure  Lis  cbildreo  were  so; 
he  was  the  auu  uf  6etb,  and  is  set  down  fipit  for  lii^li- 
phest  in  tbe  fureKoini;  catalogue,  under  number  9.  He 
was  made  b>  Uuirinus,  and  cuntiaued  till  Ismael,  tbe 
loth  in  number,  for  abuul  tueul>-lhree  jrarsi  wbicb 
lon<  duratiou  ol  his  hik^b-prir&lhood,  joined  tu  the  sue 
cessions  of  bis  sou-in-law.  aud  live  children  ol  his  omii. 
made  bim  a  burt  ul  )>erpclual  bijjh-priest,  Hud  wu:>  pei- 
h;ips  ihe  occaMuu  <ba.l  luimer  huh^pne^ts  kept  ttieir 
titles  ever  alUrwurdsi  lot  1  bcUete  it  la  Larul>  met  wita 
twfore  bini- 


1  caught  of  their  party;  so  Ananias  was  plainly 
forced  to  persuade  Albinus,  and  gained  his 
request  of  him.  This  was  the  beginning  of 
greater  talamities;  for  the  robbers  perpetually 
contrived  to  catch  some  of  Ananias'?  servants; 
and  when  they  had  taken  them  alive,  they 
would  not  let  them  go  till  they  thereby  reco- 
vered some  of  theirown  sicarit ;  and  as  they  were 
again  become  no  small  number,  they  grew  bold, 
and  were  a  great  alfliction  to  the  whole  country. 

4.  About  this  time  it  was  that  Agrippa  built 
Cesarea  Philippi  larger  than  it  was  before, 
and,  in  honour  of  Nero,  named  it  Neronias; 
and  when  he  had  built  a  theatre  at  Berytus 
with  vast  expense?,  he  bestowed  on  them 
shows,  to  be  exhibited  every  year,  and  spent 
therein  many  ten  thousand  [drachmse];  he  also 
gave  the  people  a  largess  of  corn,  and  distri- 
buted oil  among  them,  and  adorned  the  entire 
city  with  statues  of  his  own  donation,  and 
with  original  imag^es  made  by  ancient  hands; 
nay,  he  almost  transferred  all  that  was  uiost 
ornamental  in  his  own  kingdom  thither.  This 
made  him  more  than  ordinarily  hated  by  his 
subjects;  because  he  took  those  things  away 
that  belonged  to  them,  to  adorn  a  foreign  city  ; 
and  now  Jesus,  the  son  of  Gamaliel,  became 
the  successor  of  Jesus,  the  son  of  Dumneu^, 
in  the  high-priesthood,  which  the  kitig  had 
taken  from  the  other;  on  which  account  a 
sedition  arose  between  the  high-priests,  with 
regard  to  one  another;  for  they  got  together 
bodies  of  the  boldest  sort  of  the  people,  and 
frequently  came,  from  reproaches,  to  throwing 
of  stones  at  each  other;  but  Ananias  was  too 
hard  for  the  rest,  by  his  riches, — ^ which  ena- 
bled him  to  gain  those  that  were  most  ready 
to  receive.  Costobarus  aUo,  and  Saulus,  did 
themselves  get  together  a  multitude  of  wiektd 
wretches,  and  this  because  they  were  of  the 
royal  family;  and  so  they  obtained  favour 
among  them,  because  of  their  kindred  to 
Agrippa:  hut  still  they  used  violence  with  the 
people.and  wt:re  very  ready  to  plunder  those  that 
were  weaker  than  themselves.  And  from  tl.kt 
time  it  principally  came  to  pass,  that  our  rity 
was  greatly  disordered,  and  that  ail  thing* 
grew  worse  and  worse  among  us. 

5.  But  when  Albinus  heard  that  Oe.^sius 
Florus  was  coming  to  succeed  him,  he  was 
desirous  to  appear  to  do  somewhat  that  might 
be  grateful  to  the  people  of  Jerusalem;  so  he 
brought  out  all  those  prisoners  who  seemed 
to  him  to  be  the  most  pliuiily  worthy  of  death, 
and  ordered  them  to  be  put  to  death  accoiiU 
ingly.  But  as  to  those  who  had  been  put  inlu 
prison  on  some  trifling  occasion,  he  took  imu.ey 
ot  them,  and  dismissed  theui;  bv  wliiuh  uiL-aus 
the  prisons  were  indeed  emptied,  but  the 
country  was  fiUed  with  robbci>. 

G.  Now,  as  many  of  the  huvites,"  which  i« 
a  tribe  of  ours,  as   were  singers  of   hymns. 


*   1  bii   insolent  petition  of   Boiiie    ol    tiie    l.<^\itr«.  1» 

We:u  tue  Mu:crdoial  ^aiuieul»  wiK-u  tiif)  xiiitc  K\mus  i-y 
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pfrsuadcd  the  king  to  assemble  a  sanhedrim, 
and  to  give  them  Itave  to  wear  linen  garments, 
as  well  as  the  priests;  for  they  said  that  this 
would  be  a  work  worthy  the  times  ot  his 
pove'iiment,  that  he  might  have  n  memorial  of 
such  »  novelty,  a-;  being  his  doing.  Nor  did 
\hey  fail  of  obtaining  their  desire;  for  the 
king,  with  the  sulfrages  ol  those  that  came 
ln*o  tlie  sanhedrim,  granted  the  singers  of 
hymns  this  privilege,  that  they  might  lay 
nside  their  former  garments,  and  wear  siu'h  a 
Jinen  one  as  they  desired;  and  as  a  part  of 
this  tribe  ministered  in  the  temple,  he  also 
permitted  tiiem  to  learn  those  hymns  as  they 
had  besouglit  him  for.  Now  all  this  was 
eotilrary  to  the  laws  of  our  country,  which, 
whenever  they  have  been  transgressed,  we 
have  never  been  able  to  avoid  the  punishment 
of  such  transgressions. 

7.  And  now  it  was  that  the  temple  was 
finished.*  So,  when  the  people  saw  that  the 
workmen  were  utieni|iIoye<l,  who  were  above 
eighteen  thousand,  and  tliat  they,  receiving 
no  wages,  were  in  want',  because  they  had 
earned  their  bread  by  their  labours  about  the 
temple;  and  \\  liilu  Ibcy  were  unwilling  to 
keep  them  by  thuir  tieasnrics  that  were  there 
deposited,  out  of  fear  of  [their  being  carried 
away  by]  the  Koiuaus;  an<l  while  they  iiad 
a  regard  to  the  making  provision  for  tile 
woi'ktnen,  they  had  a  mind  to  expend  those 
treasures  u;»un  tliiui;  for  if  any  one  of  them 
did  but  labour  lor  u  single  hour,  he  received 
his  [>ay  innnediately;  so  they  persuaded  him 
to  rebuild  tlie  eastern  cloisters.  These  clois- 
ters belonged  to  the  outer  court,  and  were 
situated  in  u  deep  valley,  and  had  walls  that 
reached  four  hundred  cubits  [i[i  length],  and 
were  built  of  srjuare  and  very  white  stones, 
the  lerigih  of  each  of  which  stones  was  twenty 
culiits,  and  their  height  six  cubits.  This  was 
the  work  of  king  Solomon, f  who  first  of  all 
built  the  entire  temple.  15ut  king  Agrippa, 
who  had  the  care  of  the  temple  committed  to 
hiui  by  Claudius  Ca;sar,  considering  that  it 
is  easy  to  demolish  any  building,  but  hard  to 
build  it  up  again,  and  that  it  was  particularly 
hard  to  do  it  to  those  cloisters,  whicli  would 
require  a  considerable  time,  and  great  sums 
of  money,  he  dejiied  the  petitioners  their 
rei|uest  about  that  matter;  but  he  did  not 
obstruct  them  when  they  desired  the  city  might 
be  paved  with  white  stone.  He  also  deprived 
Jesus,  the  son  of  Gamaliel,  of  the  high-priest- 
hood, and  gave  it  to  Matthias,  the  son  of 
Theophilus,  under  whom  the  Jews'  war  \vitb 
the  Uomans  took  its  beginning. 

Qnd  in  the  tfiitple.  was  very  probattly  owHn^  to  the 
greal  depressioo  and  cooteinpt  the  hauphty  hij;h. priests 
liad  now  brutii;ht  their  brethren  the  priests  into;  of 
whicn  see  ch.  viii   sect.  8;  and  ell.  ix,  sect.  'i. 

•  Of  this  finishins.  not  of  Hie  Naof.  or  holy  house. 
but  of  the  ti^ov,  or  rourts  about  iu  called  in  geaertil  the 
lem^ile.  see  t  .e  oute  on  b.  xvii.  cli.  X.  secL  2. 

♦  -tf  l!;ese  cl  .inters  ut  Soluiuon.  sec  the  description 
of  tile  temple,  cb.  xii. —  I'bey  seem,  by  Josepbus's  words, 
to  tjare  l>«eu  buiM  iroui  toe  bntluai  ot  the  v«:!ey. 


CHAPTER  X. 

AN  ENUMERATION  OF  THE  HIGH-FRIESTS. 

§  1.  And  now  1  think  it  proper,  and  agree- 
able to  this  history,  to  give  an  account  of  our 
high-priests;  how  they  began,  who  those  are 
which  are  capable  of  that  dignity,  and  how 
many  of  them  there  had  been  at  the  end  o( 
the  war.  In  the  first  place,  therefore,  history 
informs  us  that  Aaron,  the  brother  of  Moses, 
oiriciated  to  God  as  a  high-priest;  and  that, 
after  his  death,  his  sons  succeeded  him  imtne- 
diately;  and  that  this  dignity  hath  been  con- 
tinued down  from  them  all  to  their  posterity. 
Whence  it  is  a  custom  of  our  country,  that 
no  one  should  take  the  high -priesthood  of 
God,  but  he  who  is  of  the  blood  of  Aaron, 
while  every  one  that  is  of  another  stock, 
though  he  were  ^  king,  can  never  obtain  that 
high  priesthood.  Accordingly,  the  number  of 
all  the  high-priests  from  Aaron,  of  whom  we 
have  spoken  already  as  of  the  first  of  them, 
until  Phanas,  who  was  made  high-priest  during 
the  war  by  the  seditious,  was  eighty-three; 
of  whom  thirteen  olficiated  as  high-priests  in 
the  wilderness,  from  the  da}'S  of  Moses,  while 
the  t4ibernacle  was  standing,  until  the  people, 
came  into  Judea,  when  king  Solomon  erected 
the  temple  of  God;  for  at  first  they  held 
the  high-priesthood  till  the  end  of  their  life, 
although  afterward  they  had  sue  :essors  while 
they  were  alive.  Now  these  thirteen,  who 
were  the  descendants  of  two  of  the  sons  of 
Aaron,  received  this  dignity  by  succession, 
one  after  another;  for  their  form  of  govern- 
ment was  an  aristocracy,  and  after  that  a  mon- 
archy, and,  in  the  third  place,  the  government 
was  regal.  Now,  the  number  of  years  during 
the  rule  of  these  thirteen,  from  the  day 
when  our  fathers  departed  out  of  Egypt, 
uniler  Moses  their  leader,  until  the  building  of 
that  temple  which  king  Solomon  erected  at 
Jerusalem,  were  six  hundred  and  twelve. 
After  those  thirteen  high-priests,  eighteen 
took  the  high-priesthood  at  Jerusalem,  one  in 
succession  to  another,  from  the  days  of  king 
Solomon  until  Nebuchadnezzar,  king  of  Baby. 
Ion,  made  an  expedition  against  that  city, 
and  burnt  the  temple,  and  removed  our  nation 
into  Babylon,  and  then  took  Josadek,  the 
high-priest,  captive;  the  times  of  these  high, 
priests  were  four  hundred  and  sixty-six  years, 
six  months,  and  ten  days,  while  the  Jews  were 
still  undA-  the  regal  government.  But  after 
the  term  of  seventy  years'  captivity  under  the 
Babylonians,  Cyrus,  king  ot  Persia,  sent  the 
Jews  from  Babylon  to  their  own  land  again, 
and  gave  them  leave  to  rebuild  their  temple; 
at  which  time  Jesus,  the  son  of  Josadek,  took 
the  high-priesthood  over  the  captives  when 
they  were  returned  home.  Now  he  and  hi4 
posterity,  who  were  in  all  fifteen,    anto  king 
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Antiocbus  Eupator,  were  under  a  democratical 
government  for  four  hundred  and  fourteen 
years;  and  then  the  forementioned  Antiochus 
and  Lysias  the  general  of  his  army,  deprived 
Onias,  who  was  also  called  Menelaus,  of  the 
hi^h-priesthood,  and  slew  him  atlierea;  and, 
driving  away  the  sou  [of  Onias  the  third],  put 
Jacimus  into  the  high-priest's  place,  one  that 
was  indeed  of  the  stock  of  Aaron,  but  not  of 
the  family  of  Onias.  On  which  account  Onias, 
who  was  the  nephew  ot  Onias  that  was  dead, 
and  bore  the  same  name  with  his  father,  came 
into  Egypt,  and  got  into  the  friendship  of 
Ptolemy  Philometor,  and  Cleopatra  his  wife, 
and  persuaded  them  to  make  him  the  high- 
priest  of  that  temple  which  he  built  to  God 
in  the  prefecture  of  Heliupolis,  and  this  in 
imitation  of  that  at  Jerusalem;  but  as  for 
that  temple  which  was  built  in  Egypt,  we 
have  spoken  of  it  frequently  already.  Now, 
when  Jacimus  bad  retained  the  priesthood 
three  years,  he  died,  and  there  was  no  one 
that  succeeded  him,  but  th*  city  continued 
seven  years  without  a  higb-priest.  But  then 
the  posterity  of  the  sons  of  Asanioneus,  who 
bad  the  govcrnnient  of  the  nation  conferred 
upon  them,  when  they  had  beaten  the  Mace- 
donians in  war,  appointed  Jonathan  tu  be 
their  high-priest,  who  ruled  over  them  seven 
years.  And  when  he  had  been  slain  by  the 
treacherous  contrivance  of  Trypho,  as  we 
have  related  somewhere,  Simon  his  brother 
took  the  high-priesthood ;  and  when  he  was 
destroyed  at  a  feast  by  the  treachery  of  his 
son-in-^aw,  his  own  son,  whose  name  was  Hyr- 
canus,  succeeded  him,  after  he  had  held  the 
high-priesthood  one  year  longer  tiian  his  bro- 
ther. This  Hyrcanus  enjoyed  that  dignity 
thirty  years,  and  died  an  old  man,  leanng  the 
succession  to  Judas,  who  was  also  called  Aris- 
tobulus,  whose  brother  Alexander  was  bis 
heir;  which  Judas  died  of  a  sore  distemper, 
after  he  had  kept  the  priesthood,  together 
with  the  royal  authority;  for  this  Judas  was 
the  first  that  put  on  his  head  a  diadem,  for 
one  year.  .\nd  when  Alexander  had  been 
both  king  and  high-priest  twenty-seven  years, 
be  departed  this  life,  and  pernntted  bis  wife 
Alexandra  to  appoint  him  that  should  be 
higb-priest;  so  she  gave  the  high-priesthood 
to  Hyrcanus,  but  retained  the  kingdom  her- 
self nine  years,  and  then  departed  this  life. 
The  like  duration  [and  no  longer]  did  her 
son  Hyrcanus  enjoy  the  high-priesthood ;  for 
after  her  death  his  brother  Aristobulus  fought 
against  bim,  and  beat  him,  and  deprived  him 
of  his  principality;  and  he  did  himself  both 
reign  and  perform  the  office  of  high-priest  to 
God.  But  when  he  had  reigned  three  years, 
and  as  many  months.  Pompey  came  upon 
him,  and  not  only  took  the  city  of  Jerusalem 
by  force,  but  put  him  and  his  children  in 
oonds,  and  sent  them  to  Rome.  He  also 
restored  the  high-priesthood  to  Hyrcanus, 
and  made  biiu  governor  of  the  nation,  but 


forbade  him  to  wear  a  diadem.  This  Hyrcanoi 
ruled,  besides  bis  first  nine  years,  twenty-four 
years  more,  when  Barzapbarnes  and  Pacorus, 
the  generals  of  the  Partbians,  passed  over 
Euphrates,  and  fought  with  Hyrcanus,  and 
took  him  alive,  and  made  Antigonus,  the  son  of 
-Aristobulus,  king;  and  when  be  had  reigned 
three  years  and  three  months,  Sosius  and 
Herod  besieged  him,  and  took  him,  wbeii 
Antony  had  him  brought  to  Antioch,  and  slain 
there.  Herod  was  then  made  king  by  the 
Komans,  but  did  no  longer  appoint  high- 
priests  out  of  the  family  of  Asamoneus;  but 
made  certain  men  to  be  so  that  were  of  no 
eminent  families,  but  barely  of  those  that 
were  priests,  excepting  that  be  gave  that  dig- 
nity to  .\ristobulus;  for  when  he  had  made  this 
Aristobulus,  the  grandson  of  that  Hyrcanus 
who  was  then  taken  by  the  Partbians,  ajid  had 
taken  his  sister  Jlariannie  to  wife,  he  thereby 
aimed  to  win  the  good-will  of  the  people,  who 
bad  a  kind  remembrance  of  Hyrcanus  [his 
grandfather].  Yet  did  he  afterward,  out  of 
his  fear  lest  they  should  all  bend  their  inclina- 
tions to  Aristobulus,  put  bim  to  death,  and 
that  by  contriving  how  to  have  him  suffocated, 
as  he  was  swinnning  at  Jericbo,  as  we  have 
already  related  that  matter;  but  after  this 
man,  he  never  intrusted  the  high-priesthood 
to  the  posterity  of  the  sons  of  Asamoneus. 
Archelaus  also,  Herod's  son,  did  like  bis 
father  in  the  appointment  of  the  high-priests, 
as  did  the  Romans  also,  who  took  the  govern- 
ment over  the  Jews  into  their  bands  afterward. 
Accordingly  the  number  of  the  high-priests, 
from  the  days  of  Herod  until  the  day  when 
Titus  took  the  temple  and  the  city,  and  burnt 
them,  were  in  all  t  iventy-eight;  the  time  also 
that  belonged  to  them  was  a  hundred  and 
seven  years.  Some  of  these  were  the  politi- 
cal governors  of  the  people  under  the  reign  of 
Herod,  and  under  the  reign  of  Archelaus  his 
son,  although,  after  their  death,  the  govern- 
ment became  an  aristocracy,  and  the  high- 
priests  were  intrusted  with  a  dominion  over 
the  nation.  And  thus  much  may  suffice  to  be 
said  concerning  our  bigh-priests. 


CHAPTER  XL 

COXCEttXING  FLOBCS  THE  PROCURATOE,  WHO 
XECESSITATED  THE  JEWS  TO  TAKE  CP  ARMS 
AGAINST  THE  ROMAXS.     THE  CONCLUSION. 

§  1.  Now  Gessius  Florus,  who  was  sent  as 
successor  to  Albinus  by  Nero,  filled  Juriea 
with  abundance  of  miseries.  He  was  by  birth 
of  the  city  of  Clazomense,  and  brought  along 
with  him  his  wife  Cleopatra  (by  whose  friend- 
ship with  Poppea,  Nero's  wife,  he  obtained 
this  government),  who  was  no  way  different 
Irom  him  in  wickciliiess.  TLIs  Flurus  was 
so  wicked,  and  »o   viuieut  lu  me   ui'e  ot  bis 
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•atbority,  that  the  Je\Tstook  Albinus  to  have 
been  [comparatively]  their  benefactor;  so 
•xce«sive  were  the  miscbiefs  that  be  broiigbt 
upon  them.  For  Albinus  concealed  bis 
wirkediu'^*,  and  was  careful  that  it  might  not 
be  discovered  to  all  nieiii  but  Gessius  Florus, 
as  though  be  bad  been  sent  on  purpose  to 
f^ow  1(13  crimes  to  every  body,  made  a 
pou'pous  ostentation  of  them  to  our  nation,  as 
never  omitting  any  sort  of  violence,  nor  any 
unjust  sort  of  punishment;  for  he  was  not  to 
be  moved  by  pity,  and  never  was  satisfied 
with  any  degree  oi  gain  that  came  in  his  way; 
nor  had  he  any  more  regard  to  great  than  to 
small  acquisitions,  but  became  a  partner  with 
the  robbers  themselves;  for  a  great  many  fell 
then  into  that  practice  without  fear,  as  having 
him  for  their  security,  and  depending  on 
him,  that  he  would  save  them  harmless  in 
their  particular  robberies;  so  that  there  were 
no  bounds  set  to  the  nation's  miseries;  but 
the  unhappy  Jews,  when  they  were  not  able 
to  bear  the  devastations  which  the  robbers 
made  among  them,  were  all  under  a  neces- 
sity of  leaving  their  own  hatiitattons,  and  of 
flymg  away,  as  hoping  to  dwt^U  more  easily 
anywhere  else  in  the  world  among  foreigners 
[than  in  their  own  country].  And  what  need 
1  say  any  more  upon  this  head?  since  it  was 
this  Florus  who  necessitated  us  to  take  up 
arms  against  the  Romans,  while  we  thought 
it  better  to  be  destroyed  ut  once  than  by  little 
and  little.  Now  this  war  bigan  in  the 
second  year  of  the  government  of  Florus,  and 
the  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  Nero.  But 
then  what  actions  we  were  forced  to  do,  or 
what  miseries  we  were  enabled  to  suffer,  may 
be  accurately  known  by  such  as  will  peruse 
those  books  which  I  have  written  about  the 
Jewish  war. 

2.  I  shall  now,  therefore,  make  an  end  here 
of  my  Aolli^uities;  after  the  conclusion  of 
which  events,  I  began  to  write  that  account 
of  the  war;  and  these  Antiquities  contain 
what  hath  been  deli-ered  down  to  us  from 
the  original  creation  of  roan,  until  the  twelfth 
■lenc  of  the  reign  of  Nero,  as  to  what  hath 
befallen  the  Jews,  as  well  in  Egypt  as  in 
Syria,  and  in  Palestine,  and  what  we  have 
eijtfered  from  the  Assyrians  and  Babylonians, 
and  what  atflictions  the  Persians  and  Mace- 
donians, and  after  them  the  Romans,  have 
ftrought  upon  us;  for  1  think  I  may  say  that 
I  have  composed  this  history  «ith  sutlicient 
accuracy  in  all  things.  I  have  attempted  to 
ei.umerate  those  high-priests  that  we  have  had 
during  the  interval  of  two  thousand  years; 
I  have  also  carried  down  the  succession  of 
our  kings,  and  related  their  actions,  and  poli- 
tical administration,  without  [considerable] 
errors,  as  also  the  power  of  our  monarchs; 
and  all  according  to  what  is  written  in  our 
sacred  books;  for  this  it  was  that  1  promised 
to  do  in  the  beginning  of  this  history.  .\nd 
I  am  so  bold  as  to  say,  now  1  bav«  &o  com- 


pletely perfected  t-he  work  I  proposed  to 
myself  to  do,  that  no  other  person,  whether  he 
were  a  Jew  or  a  foreigner,  bad  he  ever  so 
great  an  inclination  to  it,  could  so  accurately 
deliver  these  accounts  to  the  Greeks  as  Li- 
done  in  these  books.  For  those  of  my  ohti 
nation  freely  acknowledge  that  I  far  exceed 
tbem  in  tbe  learning  belonging  to  the  Jews. 
I  have  also  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  to 
obtain  the  learning  of  the  Greeks,  and  under- 
stand the  elements  of  the  Greek  language, 
although  I  have  so  long  accustomed  myself 
to  speak  our  own  tongue,  that  I  cannot  pro- 
nounce Greek  with  sufficient  exactness:  for 
our  nation  does  not  encourage  those  that 
leani  the  languages  of  many  nations,  and  so 
adorn  their  discourses  with  the  smoothness  of 
their  periods;  because  they  look  upon  this 
sort  of  accomplishment  as  common,  not  only 
to  all  sorts  of  freemen,  but  to  as  many  of  the 
servants  as  please  to  learn  them.  But  they 
give  him  the  testimony  of  being  a  wise  man 
who  is  fully  acquainted  with  our  laws,  and  is 
able  to  interpret  their  meaning ;  on  which 
account,  as  there  have  been  many  who  have 
clone  their  endeavours  with  great  patience  to 
obtain  this  learning,  there  have  yet  hardly 
been  so  many  as  two  or  three  that  have  suc- 
ceeded therein,  who  were  immediately  well 
rewarded  for  their  pains. 

3.  And  now  it  will  not  be  perhaps  an 
invidious  thing,  if  I  treat  briefly  of  my  own 
family,  and  of  the  actions  of  my  own  life," 
white  there  are  still  living  such  as  can  either 
prove  what  I  say  to  be  false,  or  can  attest 
that  it  is  true;  with  which  accounts  I  shall 
put  an  end  to  these  Antiquities,  which  are 
contained  in  twenty  books,  and  sixty  thousand 
verses.      And  if  God-f    permit   me,    I   will 

•  The  Life  here  referred  to  will  be  found  at  the  begm- 
Ding  oi  the  Tolume. 

+  What  Josephus  here  declares  his  iDteDtion  to  do, 
ij  God  pennlf^cd.  to  Eive  tbe  public  ogatn  on  abrvig* 
ment  o/  (/le  Jrnuk  War,  and  lo  add,  nhat  be/el  them 
farther  to  that  very  daiu  the  13th  of  Uomitian,  or  A.  D. 
'M,  is  Dot,  that  1  have  observed,  taken  distinct  notice  of 

!  by  any  one;  nor  do  we  ever  hear  of  it  elsewhere,  wlie- 
irier  he  performed  what  he  now  intt^nded  or  no!.     Some 

1  of  tbe  reasons  of  this  desiijn  of  his  miRht  possibly  be, 
hia  observation  of  the  many  errors  he  had  been  guilty  of 
in  the  t*o  first  books  of  those  seven  books  of  the  War, 
which  were  written  when  he  was  comparatively  young, 
and  less  acquainted  with  the  .lewish  antiquities  than  ho 
now  was.  and  in  which  abridiiment  we  might  have 
hoped  to  find  those  many  passages  whirh  himself,  aa 
v^ell  as  those  several  passages  which  others  refer  to.  as 
written  by  him.  but  which  are  not  extant  in  his  present 
woiks.  However,  since  many  of  his  own  references  lo 
what  he  had  wruten  elsewhere,  as  well  as  most  of  bis 
own  errors,  belong  to  such  early  times  as  could  not  well 
come  into  this  ahndgnient  of  the  Jewish  War;  and  since 
none  of  tho^  that  (luole  things  Dot  now  extant  in  bia 
works. including  himself  as  well  as  others,  ever  cite  any 
such  abridgment.  I  am  forced  rather  to  suppose  that 
he  never  did  publish  any  such  work  at  all;  i  mean,  aj 
distinct  from  his  own  Life,  written  by  himself,  for  an 
appendix  to  these  A.itiuuilies,  and  this  at  least  seven 
years  alter  these  Antiquities  were  Gnished.  Nor  indeed 
dues  it  appear  to  loe  that  Josephus  ever  published  that 
other  work  here  roeiilioned.  as  intended  by  biii.  for  the 
public  also.  1  mean  ttie  three  or  four  books  concerrang 
God  and  /us  /issoire.  and  cuureming  the  Jrntth  Larvii 
nhy.  accntdmo  to  t/iem.  some  thintis  nere  permitted  ttie 
Jtt^t^  and  otlun  pntktbutdt  wbicb  but  »e«Af  IM  bo  tbt 
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briefly  run  ovtr  tliis  war  again,  with  what 
befel  us  therein  to  this  very  day,  which  is  the 
thirteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Csesar  Doroi- 
tian,  and  the  fifty-eixth  of  my  own  life.  I 
have  also  an  intention  to  write  three  books 

lame  work  vbicb  Jotepbat  bad  alto  promised,  i/  Coa 
p^rmittC'U  at  the  cooclasioo  of  bis  Preface  to  these 
Aniiquities;  Dor  do  i  suppose  that  be  ever  poblisbed  anj 
•f  them*  The  death  of  all  hi?  frieDds  at  court.  Vespa- 
ma,  Titu,  and  Dami  Us,  and  tlu  coming  o(  thon  be 


contxming  our  Jewish  opinions  about  God 
and  his  essence,  and  about  our  laws;  why» 
according  to  them,  some  things  are  perauttc4 
us  to  do,  and  others  are  prohibited. 


oarf  no  acqtiaiotance  with  to  the  crown,  I  mean  Nerra 
aod  Trajau,  toeetber  with  his  removai  from  Home  la 
Judea,  with  Wbat  followed  it^  mi>;Ut  ra^itj  iotcrrup 
tucb  bis  mteatioDS.  and  prevent  his  pu^Ucalwa  of  ttcsj 

works. 


Mi 


J 

M 
to 


i 

1* 

•St 

■XI 
M 

•.i 
.1 


THS 


WAES  OF  THE  JEWS,- 


THE   HISTORY 
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PREFACE. 

?  I.  '  WiiKKKAS  the  ^var  which  the  Jews  in  the  language  of  our  country,  and  sent  to 
II ;,iii.  >viiii  the  lloinans  hath  been  the  greatest  the  Upper  Barbarians;!  I,  Joseph,  the  son  of 
ul  ill  those,  not  only  that  have  been  in  Matthias,  by  birth  an  Hebrew,  a  priest  also, 
Our  miles,  but,  in  a  manner,  of  those  that  and  one  who  at  first  fought  against  the 
ever  were  heard  of;  both  of  those  wherein  Romans  myself,  and  was  forced  to  be  present 
cities  have  fought  against  cities,  or  nations  at  what  was  done  afterwards  [am  the  author 
a^^aiiist  nations;    while  soiiie  men   who  were    of  this  work]. 

not  coriwrned  in  the  alTairs  themselves,  have  2.  Now  at  the  time  when  this  great  con. 
gi)it<-n  together  vmii  and  contradictory  stories  cussion  of  aifnirs  happened,  the  affairs  of  the 
by  hv-arsHV,  and  have  written  them  down  Romans  themselves  were  in  great  disorder, 
after  a  sophistical  manner;  and  while  those  Those  Jews  also,  who  were  for  innovations, 
that  were  there  present  have  given  false  then  arose  when  the  times  were  disturbed; 
accounts  of  thmsfs,  and  this  cither  out  of  a  they  were  also  in  a  6ourisbing  condition  tor 
humour  of  tidltery  to  the  Romans,  or  of  hatred  strength  and  riches,  insomuch  that  the  affairs 
t<iwiu-<ls  the  Jews;  and  while  their  writings  of  the  east  were  then  exceeding  tumultuous, 
contain  sometimes  accusations,  and  sometimes  while  some  hoped  for  gain,  and  others  were 
eiicoiiiiiims,  but  iiuwliere  the  accurate  truth  afraid  of  loss  in  such  troubles;  for  the  Jews 
ol  tlie  facts,  1  h:ive  proposed  to  myself,  for  hoped  that  all  of  their  nation  which  were 
the  sake  of  such  as  live  under  the  government  beyond  Euphrates  would  have  raised  an  insur- 
ot  the  Roiuaris,  to  translate  those  books  into]  rection  together  with  them.  The  Gauls  also, 
the  Greek  tongue,  which  1  formerly  composed  i  in   the  neighbourhood  of  the   Romans,   were 

1  in  motion,  and  the  Ctltae  were  not  quiet;   but 
•  I  h»»s  already  observed  mort  than  once,  that  thus   all  (vas  in  disorder  after  the  death  of  Nero. 

hi'tory  of  the  J«»wiih  W»r  was  Josephus's  first  work,  ami      *j*i,  »•.  ^  iri;^J 

p„MuLd  ab-mlA.  D.7.^  wh^n  h/wasbut  thirty-eiclit^"^  ^^^  Opportunity  now  offered  induced 
yrar»ura£e:  and  thu.1  whc-n  he  wrotp  it,  he  wasnot  tho-  many  to  aim  at  the  royul  power:  and  the 
roiicblyacquaiotedwahs^vcrsilcircuraataores  of  history  soldiery  affected  chance,  out  of  the  hones  of 
from   ttip  d;iys  of  Aniiochus    Epiptianei.  with  which  it         .    ■  ,      "  l^      ..       l         i 

betfin*.  till  oe=ir  his  own  tiror*,  contained  in  !hp  first  und  getting  money..  I  thought  it  theretore  an 
former  putt  of  the  second  hook,  and  so  committed  many] 

involuntary  errors  therein.  Th.*i  he  published  his  Aiili-'  +  Who  these  Upper  Barbarians,  remote  from  the  sea, 
qiiities  eiehteen  years  afterward,  in  the  13th  year  of  vreres  Josephus  hniiselt  nil!  inlorm  us,  sect.  2.  tiz.  the 
tlomitian,  ».  D.  9.1,  when  he  wa^  ranch  more  compklely  I'anhians  and  Uahylonians.  and  remotest  Arabians  [or 
ac'fii  linted  with  Iho»ie  snrient  times,  and  alter  he  had  tbe  Je%«s  among  theiuj;  beiides  trie  Jevss  bejoud  tu- 
prnised  ihuse  most  authentic  hlstonev  the  first  book  of  phrates.  and  the  Adiabeni.  or  Assyrians  \Hienre  wv 
IVIaccal«>C4.  and  the  Ctironielrs  of  the  PrieHthood  uf  also  learn,  that  tl)e!>e  I'arthans.  U^bjlunians  the  remo- 
John  Hjrcanus.  Sec  — That  a«xord'ncHy  be  then  reviewed  te»it  A-^bians  [or  at  least  the  Jevv^-i  aiiion<  lliecij.  as  alio 
those  parts  of  this  wofk,  and  ^ave  tke  public  a  mo^e  the  Jews  beyond  Kiiphrates.  and  Adiaht-ni.  or  As^^riiins, 
faithful,  complete,  aud  accurate  account  of  the  (acts  '  uodirstuoH  Jusephus's  Mehrcw.  or  rather  CbaJdaiCf 
tix.'viQ  related;  and  boDisUy  coirected  lb«  errors  he  had  btx)ks  of  the  Jewish  VVor.  before  they  vert  put  into  tiie 
tRtfbn  nm  Lata  Greak  lauguag* 
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absurd  thing  to  see  the  truth  falsified  in 
offairs  of  such  great  consequence,  and  to  take 
no  notice  of  it ;  but  to  suffer  those  Greeks 
and  Romans  that  were  not  in  the  wars  to  be 
ignorant  of  these  things,  and  to  read  either 
flatteries  or  fictions,  while  the  Parlhians,  and 
the  Babylonians,  and  the  remotest  Arabians, 
and  those  of  our  nation  beyond  Euphrates, 
with  the  Atliabeni.  In'  my  iieans,  knew  accu- 
rately both  whence  the  w»r  btgun,  what 
miseries  it  brought  upon  us,  and  after  what 
manner  it  ended. 

.*?.  It  is  true,  these  writers  have  the  confi- 
dence to  call  their  accounts  histories;  wherein 
yet  they  seem  to  me  to  fail  of  their  own 
purpose,  as  well  as  to  relate  notliiog  that  is 
found;  for  they  have  a  mind  to  demonstrate 
the  greatness  of  the  Romans,  while  they  still 
diminish  and  lessen  the  actions  uf  thr  Jens, 
as  not  discerning  how  it  cannot  be  that  those 
must  appear  to  be  great  who  have  only  con- 
•juefed  those  that  were  little;  nor  are  they 
ashamed  to  overfook  the  letigth  of  the  war, 
the  multitude  of  the  Roman  forces  who  so 
greatly  suffered  in  it,  or  the  might  of  the 
cuuinianders,  —  » hose  great  labours  about 
Jerusalem  will  be  deemed  inglorious,  if  what 
they  achieved  be  reckoned  but  a  small  matter. 

4.  However,  1  will  not  go  to  the  other 
extreme,  out  of  opposition  to  those  uien  who 
extol  the  Romans,  nor  will  1  determine  to 
raise  the  actions  of  my  countrymen  too  high; 
but  1  will  prosecute  the  actions  of  both  par- 
ties with  accuracy.  Vet  siuiil  1  suit  my 
language  to  the  passions  1  am  under,  as  to 
the  all'airs  I  describe,  and  nlu^t  be  ailo^ved  to 
indulge  some  lamentations  upon  the  miseries 
undergone  by  uiy  own  country;  for  that  it 
was  a  seditious  temper  of  our  own  that  de- 
stroyed it;  and  that  they  were  the  tyrants 
among  the  Jews  who  brought  the  Roman 
power  upon  us,  who  unwillingly  attacked  us, 
and  occasioned  the  burning  of  our  holy  tem- 
ple; Titus  Caisar,  who  destroy  eil  it,  is  liimself 
a  witness,  who,  during  the  entire  war,  pitied 
the  people  who  were  kept  unUer  by  the  sedi- 
tious, and  did  often  volunt^irily  delay  the  taking 
at  the  city,  ajid  allowed  time  to  the  siege, 
in  order  to  let  the  authors  have  opportunity 
tor  repentance.  But  if  any  one  makes  an 
unjust  accusation  against  us,  when  we  speak 
to  passionately  about  the  tyrants,  or  the  rob- 
bers, or  sorely  bewail  the  misfortunes  of  our 
country,  let  him  indulge  my  atfections  herein, 
though  it  be  contrary  to  the  rules  for  writing 
history;  because  it  had  so  come  to  pass,  that 
our  city  Jerusalem  had  arrived  at  a  higher 
degree  of  felicity  than  any  other  city  uuder 
the  Roman  government,  and  yet  at  last  fell 
into  the  sorest  of  calamities  again.  Accord- 
ingly, it  appears  to  me,  that  the  misfortunes 
of  all  men,  from  the  beginning  of  the  world, 
if  they  be  compared  to  these  of  the  Jews,*  ' 

•  Tbat  Iheie  catamitie*  of  T^e  Jrvi,  w*io  *fre  our  I 
t«Tioaj's  inil/der«r«.  wcrv  tu  h«  ln«  ^rr&t*jt  tL.,t  liad  ' 


are  not  so  considerable  as  tbey  were;  while 
the  authors  of  them  were  not  foreigners 
neither.  This  makes  it  impossible  for  me  to 
contain  my  lamentations.  But,  if  any  one  be 
inflexible  in  his  censures  of  me,  let  him  attri- 
bute the  facts  themselves  to  the  historical 
part,  and  the  lamentations  to  the  writer  him- 
self only. 

5.  Uowerer,  I  may  justly  blame  the  learned 
men  among  the  Greeks,  \Tho,  when  such  great 
actions  have  been  done  in  their  own  times, 
which,  upon  the  comparison,  quite  eclipse 
the  old  wars,  do  yet  sit  as  judges  of  those  af- 
fairs, and  pass  bitter  censures  upon  the  labours 
of  the  best  writers  of  antiquity;  which  ir.o- 
derns,  although  they  may  be  superior  to  the 
old  writers  in  eloquence,  yet  they  are  inferior 
to  them  in  the  execution  of  what  they  intended 
to  do.  While  these  also  write  new  histories 
about  the  Assyrians  and  Medes,  as  if  the 
ancient  writers  had  not  described  their  affairs 
as  tbey  ought  to  have  done;  although  these 
be  as  far  rnf'erior  to  thetn  in  abilities  as  they 
are  ilitfereiit  in  their  notions  from  them;  for 
of  old,  every  one  took  upon  them  to  write 
what  happened  in  his  own  time;  where  their 
immediate  concern  in  the  actions  made  their 
promises  of  value;  and  where  it  niu^t  lie 
reproachful  to  write  lies,  when  they  must  be 
known  by  the  readers  to  be  such.  But  then, 
an  undertaking  to  preserve  the  memory  of 
what  hath  not  been  before  recorded,  and  to 
represent  the  atTairs  of  one's  own  time  to  those 
that  come  alterwards,  is  really  worthy  of 
praise  and  commendation.  Now,  he  is  to  be 
esteemed  to  have  taken  gooil  pains  in  earnest, 
not  who  does  no  roore  than  change  the  dis- 
position and  order  of  otiier  men's  works,  but 
he  who  not  only  relates  what  had  not  been 
related  before,  imt  composes  an  entire  body 
of  history  of  his  own  :  accordingly,  I  have 
been  at  great  charges,  and  have  taken  very 
great  |iains  [about  tliis  history],  though  1  he 
a  foreigner;  and  do  dedicate  this  work,  as  a 
memorial  oi  great  actions,  both  to  the  Greekti 
and  to  the  Barbarians.  But,  for  some  of  our 
own  principal  men,  their  mouths  are  wide 
open,  and  their  tongues  loosed  presently,  for 
gain  and  lawsuits,  but  quite  muzzled  up 
when  they  are  to  write  history,  where  tbey 
must  speak  truth  and  gather  facts  together 
with  a  great  deal  of  pains;  and  so  tbey  leave 
the  writing  such  histories  to  weaker  people 
and  to  such  as  are  not  acquainted  with  the 
actions  of  princes.  Yet  shall  the  real  truth 
of  historical  facts  be  preferred  by  us,  how 
much  soever  it  be  neglected  among  the  Greek 
historians. 

6.  To  write  concerning  the  Antiquities  of 
the  Jews,  who  they  were  [originallyj,  and 
how  they  revolted  from  the  Egyptians,  «nd 

KWr  bttD  5ioce  tbe  beeioning  of  tbe  world,  our  Saviour 
had  direcll)  forelold.  "Mall  xxi\.  21;  \Iart  \in  13^ 
l.tlLe  xsi.  :J3,  34;  aod  tbat  th«jr  proved  U)  be  ftucll 
arcwniiD^ly.  JoMobuj  U  bttn  a  mnst  aulbentjc  vtiIimu. 
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want  country  they  travelied  over,  and  wliat  I  Jews'  aflairs  were  become  very   bad,  Nero 


cuuntnes  they  seized  upon  afterward,  and  how 
they  were  removed  out  of  them,  I  think  this 
not  to  be  a  tit  opportunity,  and,  on  other 
accoimt-s,  also  supertiuous;  and  this  because 
many  Jews  before  me  have  composed  the  liis- 
tories  of  our  ancestors  very  exactly;  as  have 
some  of  the  Greeks  done  it  also,  and  have 
translated  our  histories  into  their  own  tongue, 
and  have  not  much  mistaken  the  truth  in  their 
histories.  But  then,  where  the  writers  of 
these  affairs  and  our  prophets  leave  off,  thence 
shall  I  take  my  rise,  and  begin  my  history. 
Now,  as  to  what  concerns  that  war  which 
happened  in  my  own  time,  I  will  go  over  it 
very  largely,  and  with  all  the  diligence  I  am 
able;  but,  for  what  preceded  mine  own  age, 
that  I  shall  run  over  briefly. 

7.  [For  example,  I  shall  relate]  how  Antio- 
chus,  who  was  named  Epiphanes,  took  Jeru- 
salem by  force,  and  held  it  three  years  and 
three  months,  and  was  then  ejected  out  of  the 
country  by  the  sons  of  Asamoneus:  alter  that 
how  their  posterity  quarrelled  about  the 
governraent,aud  brought  upon  their  settlement 
the  Romans  and  Pompey;  how  Herod  aUo, 
the  son  of  Antipater,  dissolved  their  govern- 
ment, and  brought  Sociu«  upon  them;  as 
also  how  our  people  made  a  sedition  upon 
Herod's  death,  while  Augustus  was  th 
Euman  emperor,  and  Quintilius  Varus  was  in 


died;  and  Vespasian,  when  he  was  going  to 
attack  Jeruxilini,  was  called  back  to  take  the 
government  upon  him;  what  signs  happened 
to  him  relating  to  his  gaining  that  government, 
and  what  mutations  of  government  then  hap. 
pened  at  Rome,  and  how  he  was  unniliingly 
made  emperor  by  his  soldiers;  and  how  'jpon 
his  departure  to  Egypt,  to  take  upon  liim 
the  government  of  the  empire,  the  affairs  ot 
the  Jews  became  very  tumultuous;  as  also 
how  the  tyrants  rose  up  against  them,  and  fell 
into  dissensions  amongst  themselves. 

10.  Moreover,  [I  shall  relate]  how  Titus 
marched  out  of  Egypt  into  Judea  the  second 
time;  as  also  how  and  where,  and  how  many 
forces  he  got  together;  and  in  what  state  the 
city  was,  by  means  of  the  seditious,  at  his 
coming;  what  attacks  he  made,  and  how  many 
ramparts  he  cast  up;  of  the  three  walls  that 
encompassed  the  city,  and  of  their  measures; 
of  the  strength  of  the  city,  and  the  structure 
of  the  temple  and  holy  house;  and  besides, 
the  measures  of  those  edifices,  and  of  the  altar, 
and  all  arcuratcly  determined.  A  ("escription 
alsoof  c#tain  of  their  festivals,  and  seven  p\i- 
rilications or  degrees  of  purity,  T  and  the  sacred 
niinistritioiis  ol  the  priests,  with  the  garments 
of  the  priests,  and  of  the  high-priests;  and  of 
the  nature  of  the  most  holy  place  of  the  tem- 
ple;   witliovit  concealing  any  thing,  or  adding 


that  country;  and  how  the  war  broke  out  in  i  any  thing  to  the  known  truth  of  things, 
the  tttelfth  year  of  Nero,  with  what  happened  II.  After  this,  I  shall  relate  the  barbarity 
to  Cestius;  and  what  places  the  Jews  assaulted  '  of  the  tyrants  towards  the  people  of  their  oivn 
in  an  hostile  manner  in  the  first  saUies  of  the  !  nation,   as    well   as   the   indulgence    of    the 

Romans  in  sparing  foreigners;  and  how  often 


8.  As  also,  [I  shall  relate]  how  they  built 
walls  about  the  neighbouring  cities;  and 
how  Nero,  upon  Cestius's  defeat,  was  in  fear 
of  the  entire  event  of  the  war,  and  thereupon 
maiie  Vespasian  general  in  this  war;  ami 
how  this  Vespasian,  with  the  elder  of  his 
sons,"  made  an  expedition  into  the  country 
of  Judea;  what  was  the  number  of  the 
Roman  army  that  he  made  use  of;  and  how 
many  of  his  auxiUaries  were  cut  off  in  all 
Galilee;  and  how  he  took  some  of  its  cities 
entirely,  and  by  force,  and  others  of  them  by 
treaty,  and  on  terms.  Now,  when  I  am  come  so 
far,  1  shall  describe  the  good  order  of  the 
Romans  in  war,  and  the  discipUne  of  their 
legions:  the  amplitude  of  both  the  Galilees, 
with  its  nature,  anil  the  limits  of  Judea.  And, 
besides  this,  1  shall  particularly  go  over  w  hat 
is  peculiar  to  the  country,  the  lakes  and  foun- 
tains that  are  in  them,  and  what  miseries  hap- 
pened  to  every  city  as  they  were  taken;  and 
all  this  with  accuracy,  as  I  saw  the  things 
done,  or  suffered  in  them;  for  I  shall  not  con- 
ceal any  of  the  calamities  1  myself  endured, 
*ince  I  shall  relate  theai  to  such  as  know  the 
truth  of  them. 

9.  After  this  [I  shall  relate]  how,  when  the 


ti.^  ^  ..... 


r  TiUu. 


Titus,  out  of  his  desire  to  preserve  the  city 
and  the  temple,  invited  the  seditious  to  come 
to  terms  of  accommodation.  I  shall  also  dis- 
tinguish the  sutFerings  of  the  people,  and  their 
calamities;  how  far  they  were  afflicted  by  the 
Sfdition,  and  how  far  by  the  famine,  and  at 
length  were  taken.  Nor  shall  I  omit  to 
mention  the  mistbrtunes  of  the  deserters,  nor 
the  punishments  intiicted  on  the  captives;  as 
also,  how  the  temple  was  burnt,  against  the 
consent  of  C^sar;  and  how  many  sacrctj 
things  that  had  been  laid  up  in  the  temple, 
were  snatched  out  of  the  tire;  the  destruc- 
tion also  of  the  entire  city,  with  the  signs 
and  wonders  that  went  before  it;  and  the 
taking  the  tyrants  captive,  and  the  multitude 
of  those  that  were  made  slaves,  and  into  what 
differc.t  mi-fortunes  they  were  every  one  dis- 
tributed. Moreover,  what  the  Romans  did 
to  the  remains  of  the  wall;  and  how  they 
demolished  the  strong-holds  that  were  in  the 
country;  and  how  Titus  went  over  the  whole 
country,  and  settled  its  affairs;  together  with 
his  return  into  Italy,  and  his  triumph. 

\i.  I  have  comprehended  all  these  things 

+  Tliese«spven,  or  ralher  five,  dc-rees  of  piiritv,  or 
purilii-alion,  arp  enunieralc-it  lierealler,  b.  ».cli.  v.  sriLo. 
the  rabbim  make  Wn  degrees  of  theoi,  »s  Uelaud  uieie 
iaforms  'II- 
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in  seven  boots;  and  have  left  no  occasion  for 
ccinpiiiint  or  accusation  to  such  as  have  been 
acquHiiited  with  this  war;  and  1  have  written 
il  aown  lor  the  sake  ol'  those  that  love  truth, 


but  not  fortbose  that  pleisc  (bemselves  [wifli 
fictitious  relations].  And  I  will  begin  inr 
account  of  these  things  with  what  1  call  my 
First  Chapter. 


BOOK  I. 


OOHTAININO  TBB  INTERVAL  Of  OSB  HUNDBED  AND  8IXTT-I 


FROM  ANTIOCHUS  EPIPHANES  TAKING  JERUSALEM  TO  THE 
DEATH  OF  HEROD  THE  GREAT. 


CHAPTER  L 

KOW  THE  CITV  OF  JER(;SAL£M  WAS  TAKEN, 
AND  THE  TEMPLE  PILLAGED  [bT  A||riOCHfS 
EPIPHASES].  AS  ALSO  CONCtKMXG  THE 
ACTIONS  UP  THE  MACCABEES,  UATTHIAS 
AND  JL'DAS;  AND  CONCEBNINC  THE  DEATH 
OP  JUDAS. 

§  1.  At  the  same  time  that  Antiocbus,  who 
was  called  Epiphanes,  had  a  quarrel  with  the 
sixth  Ptolemy  about  his  right  to  the  whole 
country  of  Syria,  a  great  stdition  lAl  amoc.g 
the  men  of  power  in  Judea,  and  they  had  a 
contention  about  obtaining  the  government ; 
w  hile  each  of  those  that  were  of  dignity  could 
not  endure  to  be  subject  to  their  equals. 
However,  Onias,  one  of  the  high-priests,  got 
the  better,  and  cast  the  sons  of  Tobias  out  of 
the  city;  who  fled  to  Antiochus,  and  be- 
sought him  to  make  use  of  them  for  his  lead- 
ers, and  to  make  an  expedition  into  Judea. 
The  king  being  thereto  disposed  beforehand, 
complied  with  thera,  and  came  upon  the  Jews 
with  a  great  army,  and  took  their  city  by 
force,  and  slew  a  great  multitude  of  those 
that  favoured  Ptolemy,  and  sent  out  his  sol- 
diers to  plunder  them  without  mercy.  He 
also  spoiled  the  temple,  and  put  a  stop  to  the 
constant  practice  of  offering  a  daily  sacrifice 
of  expiation  for  three  years  and  six  months. 
But  Onias,  the  high-priest,  fled  to  Ptolemy, 
and  received  a  place  from  him  in  the  Nomus 


2.  Now  Antiochus  ^vas  rot  satisfied  either 
with  his  unexpected  taking  the  city,  or  with 
its  pillage,  or  with  the  great  slaughter  he  bad 
made  there;  but  being  overcome  with  his 
violent  passions,  and  remembering  what  he 
had  suffered  during  the  siege,  he  compelled 
the  Jews  to  dissolve  the  laws  of  their  coun- 
try, and  to  keep  their  infants  uncircumcised, 
and  to  sacrifice  swine's  flesh  upon  the  altar; 
apuinst  which  they  all  opposed  themselves, 
and  the  most  approved  among  them  were  put 
to  death.  Bacchides  also,  who  was  sent  to 
keep  the  fortresses,  having  these  wicked  com- 
mands, joined  to  his  own  natural  barbarity, 
indulged  all  sorts  of  the  extremest  wickedl 
ness,  and  tormented  the  worthiest  of  the  in. 
habitants,  man  by  man,  aiid  threatened  their 
city  every  day  with  open  destruction;  till  at 
length  he  provoked  the  poor  sufferers,  by  the 
extremity  of  bis  wicked  doings,  to  avenge 
themselves. 

3.  Accordingly,  Matthias,  the  son  of  Asa- 
moneus,  one  of  the  priests  who  lived  in  a 
village  called  Modin,  armed  himself,  together 
with  his  own  family,  which  had  five  sons  of 
his  in  it,  and  slew  Bacchides  with  daggers; 
and,  thereupon,  out  of  the  fear  of  the  many 
garrisons  [of  the  enemy],  he  fled  to  the  moun- 
tains ;  and  so  majiy  of  the  people  followed 
him,  that  he  was  encouraged  to  come  down 
from  the   mountain?.,   and  to  give   battle  to 

,..  .„^  ^,„.uu^    Antiochus's  generals,    when    he  beat   them, 

of  Heliopolis,  where  he  built  "a  city  VeTe'in!    '^"^  "^™*''  *''^'"  °"^  °^  Judea.     So  he  came 


bling  Jerusalem,  and  a  temple  that  was  like 
its  temple;'  concerning  which  we  shall  speak 
more  in  its  proper  place  hereafter. 

•  I  tn  little  difference  in  the  jeveral  accouDta  in 
Jusepbat  about  the  tgjpliiin  temple  Omon.  ol  whicb 
targe  complaials  are  maJe  by  his  cummeritators.  On:as, 
it  seems,  hoped  lo  have  made  il  very  like  that  at  Jeru- 
laiem,  and  ol  Ibe  same  dimensiuns;  and  su  be  appears 
to  base  really  done,  as  far  as  he  was  able,  and  IhouKht 
proper.  Orihis  temple,  see  Aniiq.  b.  »im  ch.  iii.  leet 
1,  «,  3i  and  Of  U»  «  »r,  b.  rii  cb.  i.  sect  d. 


to  the  government  by  this  bis  success,  and  • 
became  the  prince  of  his  own  people  by  their 
own  free  consent,  and  then  died,  leaving  the 
government  to  Judas,  his  eldest  son. 

4.   Now  Judas,   supposing  that  Antiochui 

would  not  lie  still,  gathered  an  army  out  of 

his  own  countrymen,  and  was  the  first  tuat 

made  a  league  of  friendship  with  the  Romans, 

,  anil  drove  Epiphanes  out  of  the  country  when 

i  he  had  misde  a  second  expeditiou  into  it,  aod 
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tiii*  by  giving  him  a  great  defeat  there ;  and  i 
wben  he  was  warmed  by  this  great  success, 
he  made  an  assault  upon  the  garrison  that 
was  in  the  city,  for  it  had  not  been  cut  oS 
hitherto;  so  he  ejected  them  out  of  the  upper 
city,  and  drove  the  soldiers  into  the  lower, 
which  part  of  the  city  was  called  the  Citadel, 
lie  then  got  the  temple  under  his  power,  and 
cleansed  the  whole  place,  and  walled  it  round 
about,  and  made  new  vessels  for  sacred  minis- 
tratioas,  and  brought  them  into  the  ter  ^.pl'. 
because  the  former  vessels  had  been  profaned. 
lie  also  built  another  altar,  and  began  to 
OiTer  the  sacrifit-'cs;  and  wben  the  city  bad 
already  received  its  sacred  constitution  again, 
Antiochus  died;  whose  son  Antiochus  suc- 
ceeded hiia  ill  the  kingdom,  and  in  his  hatred 
to  the  Jews  also. 

o.  So  this  Antiochus  got  together  fifty 
thousand  footmen,  and  tive  thousand  horse- 
men, and  fourscore  elephants,  and  marched 
throuj^h  Judea  into  the  mountainous  parts. 
He  then  took  Bethsura,  which  was  a  small 
city;  but,  at  a  place  called  Bethzacharias, 
where  the  passage  was  narrow,  Judas  met 
him  with  his  army.  However,  before  the 
forces  joined  battle,  Juclas's  brother,  Eleazar, 
seeing  the  very  highest  of  the  elephants 
adorned  with  a  large  tower,  and  with  mili- 
tary trappings  of  gold  to  guard  him,  and  sup- 
posing that  Antiochus  himself  was  upon  biiD, 
he  ran  a  great  way  before  his  own  army,  and 
catting  his  way  through  the  enemies'  troopf, 
be  got  up  to  the  elephant;  yet  could  not 
reach  him  who  seemed  to  be  the  king,  by 
reason  of  his  being  so  high;  but  still  he  nu 
his  weapon  into  the  belly  of  the  beast,  and 
brought  him  down  upon  himself,  and  was 
crushed  to  death,  having  <U»iie  no  more  than 
attempted  great  things,  and  showed  that  he 
preferred  glory  before  life.  Now  he  that 
governed  the  elephant  was  but  a  pri\-ate  man; 
but  bad  b«  proved  to  be  Antiochus,  Eleazar 
bad  perfoimed  nothing  more  by  this  bold 
stroke  than  that  it  might  appear  he  chose  to 
die,  when  he  bad  the  bare  hope  of  thereby 
dt-ii'g  a  glorious  action;  nay,  this  disappoint- 
ment proved  an  omen  to  his  brother  [Judas] 
how  the  entire  battle  would  end.  it  is  true, 
that  the  Jews  fought  it  out  bravely  for  a  long 
time;  but  the  king's  forces,  being  superior 
in  number,  and  having  fortune  on  their  side, 
obtained  the  victory ;  and  when  a  great  many 
of  bis  men  were  slain,  Judas  took  the  rest 
with  him,  and  fled  to  the  toparchy  of 
Gophna.  So  Antiochus  went  to  Jerusalem, 
•ad  staid  there  but  a  few  days,  for  he  wanted 
provis!OJ)s,  and  so  he  went  his  way.  He  left 
indeed  a  garrison  behind  him,  such  as  he 
thought  suilicient  to  keep  the  place ;  but 
drew  the  rei>t  of  his  army  ofif,  to  take  their 
winter-^mirters  in  Syria. 

6.   Now,  after  the  king  was  departed,  Judas 
*%ras  not  idle;  for  as  many  of  his  own      ition 
to  hiio,  tc  did    he  gather  those  tiu.t 


had  escaped  out  of  the  battle  together,  and 
gave  battle  again  to  Antiochus's  genera.s  at 
a  village  called  Adasa;  and  being  too  hard 
for  his  enemies  in  the  battle,  and  killing  a 
great  number  of  them,  he  was  at  last  himself 
slain  also.  Nor  was  it  many  days  afterward 
that  his  brother  John  had  a  plot  laid  against 
him  by  Antiochus's  party,  and  was  slain  by 
them. 


CHAPTER  IL 

CONCERNING  THE  SUCCESSOBS  OF  JCDAS,  WHO 
WEKE  JONATHAN,  SIMEON,  AND  JOHN 
UVUCANVii. 

§  1.  When  Jcrsthon,  who  was  Judas's  bro- 
ther, succeeded  him,  he  behaved  himself  with 
great  circumspection  in  other  respects,  with 
relation  to  his  own  people;  and  he  corrobo- 
rated bis  authority  ly  r/f^r^'ig  h's  friend- 
ship with  the  Romans.  He  also  made  a  league 
with  Antiochus  the  son.  Yet  was  not  all  this 
sullicieiit  for  his  security;  tor  the  tyrant  Try- 
phn,  who  was  guardian  to  Antiochus's  son, 
laid  a  plot  against  him;  and,  besides  that,  en- 
deavoured to  take  off  his  friends,  and  caught 
Jonathan  by  a  wile,  as  he  was  going  to  Pto- 
lemais  tc  Antiochus,  with  a  few  persons  in 
his  companv,  and  put  them  in  bonds,  and  then 
made  an  expedition  against  the  Jews:  but 
when  he  was  afterward  driven  a>vay  by  Simeon, 
who  was  Jonathan's  brother,  and  was  enraged 
at  bis  deteat,  be  put  Jonathan  to  death. 

12.  However,  Simeon  managed  the  public 
affairs  after  a  courageous  ^nanner,  and  took 
Gazara,  and  Joppa,  and  Jamnia,  which  were 
cities  in  the  neighbourhood.  He  also  got  the 
garrison  under,  and  demolished  the  citadel. 
He  was  afterwards  an  auxiliary  to  Antiochus, 
against  Trypho,  whom  he  besieged  in  Dora, 
before  he  went  on  his  expedition  against  the 
Medes;  yet  could  not  he  make  the  king 
ashamed  of  bis  ambition,  though  he  had  as- 
sisted him  in  killing  Trypho ;  for  it  was  not 
long  ere  Antiochus  sent  Cendebeus  his  gene- 
ral with  an  army  to  lay  waste  Judea,  and  to 
subdue  Simeon;  yet  he,  though  he  was  now  in 
years,  conducted  the  war  as  if  he  were  a  much 
younger  man.  He  also  sent  his  sons  with  a 
band  of  strong  men  against  Antiochus,  while 
he  took  part  of  the  army  himself  with  him, 
and  fell  upon  him  from  another  quarter:  he 
also  laid  a  great  many  men  in  ambush  in 
many  places  of  the  mountains,  and  was  supe- 
rior in  all  his  attacks  upon  them.  And  when 
he  had  been  conqueror  after  so  glorious  a 
manner,  be  was  made  high -priest,  and  also 
freed  the  Jews  from  the  dominion  of  the  Ma- 
cedonians, after  a  hundred  and  seventy  years 
of  the  empire  [of  Seleucus]. 

3.  This  Simon  had  also  a  plot  laid  against 
him,  and  was  slain  at  a  feast  bv  his  son-in-law 
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Ptolemy,  who  put  his  wife  and  two  sons  j 
into  prison,  and  sent  some  persons  to  kill 
John,  who  was  also  called  Hyrcanus.*  But 
when  the  young  man  was  informed  of  their 
coming-  beforehand,  he  made  much  baste  to 
get  to  the  city,  as  having  a  very  great  confi- 
dence in  the  people  there,  both  on  account  of 
the  memory  of  the  glorious  actions  of  his 
father,  and  of  the  hatred  they  could  not  but 
bear  to  the  injustice  of  Ptolen)y.  Ptolemy 
also  made  an  attempt  to  get  into  the  city  by 
another  gate,  but  was  repelled  by  the  people, 
who  had  just  then  admitted  Hyrcanus;  so  he 
retired  presently  to  one  of  the  fortresses  that 
were  above  Jericho,  which  was  called  Dagon.  i 
Now,  when  Hyrcanus  had  received  the  high- 
priesthood,  which  his  father  had  held  before, 
and  had  offered  sacritice  to  God,  he  made 
great  haste  to  attack  Ptolemy,  that  he  might 
afford  relief  to  his  mother  and  brethren. 

4.  So  he  laid  siege  to  thu  fortress,  and  was 
superior  to  Ptolemy  in  other  res-pects,  but  was 
overcome  by  him  as  to  the  just  airection  [he 
had  for  his  relations];  for  when  Ptolemy  was 
distressed,  he  brought  forth  his  mother  and 
his  brethren,  and  set  them  upon  the  wall,  and  | 
beat  them  with  rods  in  every  bo<ly'3  sight,  j 
and  threatened,  that,  uidess  he  would  go  away  ( 
immediately,  he  would  throw  them  down 
headlong;  at  which  sight  Hyrcanus's  com- 
miseration and  concern  were  too  hard  for  his 
anger.  But  his  mother  was  not  dismayed, 
neither  at  the  stripes  she  received,  nor  at  the 
death  with  which  she  was  threatened,  but 
stretched  out  her  hands,  and  prayed  her  son 
not  to  be  moved  with  the  injunci  that  she 
suiTered,  to  spare  the  wretch;  since  it  was  to 
!i*r  better  to  die  i>y  the  means  of  Ptolemy 
than  to  live  ever  so  long,  provided  he  might 
be  punished  for  the  injuries  be  had  done  to 
their  family.  Now  John's  case  was  this:  — 
When  he  considered  the  courage  of  his 
uiotber,  and  heard  her  entreaty,  he  set  about 
his  attacks;  but  when  he  saw  her  beaten,  and 
torn  to  pieces  mth  the  stripes,  he  grew  feeble, 
and  was  entirely  overcome  by  his  affections. 
And  as  the  siege  was  delayed  by  this  means, 
the  year  of  re«t  came  on,  upon  which  the 
Jews  rest  every  seventh  year  as  they  do  on 
every  seventh  day.  On  this  year,  therefore, 
Ptolemy  was  freed  from  being  besieged,  and 
slew  the  brethren  of  John,  with  their  mother, 
and  fled  to  Zeno,  who  was  also  called  Coty- 
lii~,  who  was  the  tyrant  of  Philadelphia. 

5.    And    now  Antiochus  was  so  angry  at 
what  he  had  suffered  from  Simeon,  that  be 

•  Wby  this  John  the  son  o{  Simeon,  the  hi^h-priesl 
and  governor  oS  the  Jevt»,  w&i  c^lleil  H>rc<Lnus,  J>>s«;. 

S!.\;s  nowhere  informs  us;  nor  is  he  called  other  than 
obo  at  the  end  of  the  first  book  of  the  Maccabees 
UuweTer,  .Sixtus  Iscoensis.  when  he  eives  ns  an  epitome 
of  the  Greek  version  of  the  bouL  here  ahrid{;ed  by  Jo>e- 
phus.  or  of  the  Chionicles  of  this  Juhn  Hyiraniis,  then 
extant,  assures  us  that  be  was  calkd  Hyrcanus,  from  his 
conquest  of  one  of  that  nam*.  See  Authciil  Kec- part  i. 
p.27.  But  of  Ihis  younger  Antiochus,  see  t>eau  Aldricb's 
Dote  harfc 


made  an  expedition  into  Jiidea,  and  sat  dotrd 
before  Jerusalem,  and  besieged  Hyrcanus 
but  Hyrcanus  opened  the  sepulchre  of  David, 
who  was  the  richest  of  all  kings,  and  took 
thence  about  three  thousand  talents  in  money, 
and  induced  Antiochus,  by  the  promise  of 
three  thousand  talents,  to  raise  the  siege. 
Moreover,  he  was  the  first  of  the  Jews  that 
had  money  enough,  and  began  to  bire  foreign 
auxiliaries  also. 

C.  However,  at  another  time,  when  Antio- 
chus was  gone  upon  an  expedition  against 
the  .Medes,  and  so  gave  Hyrcanus  an  oppor- 
tunity of  being  avenged  upon  him,  be  imme- 
diately made  an  attack  upon  the  cities  of 
Syria,  as  thinking,  what  proved  to  be  the  case 
with  them,  that  he  should  find  them  empty  of 
good  troops.  So  he  took  Medaba  and  Saroea, 
with  the  towns  in  their  neighiiourhood,  as 
also  Shecbem  and  (Jerizzim;  and  besides  these, 
[he  subdued]  the  nation  of  the  Cutheans,  who 
dwelt  round  about  that  temple  which  was 
built  in  imitation  of  the  temple  at  Jerusalem: 
he  also  took  a  great  many  other  cities  of  Idu- 
inea,  with  Adoreon  and  Marissa. 

7.  He  also  proceeded  as  far  as  Semnria, 
where  is  now  the  city  Sebaste,  which  was 
built  by  Herod  the  king,  and  encompa>sed  it 
all  round  with  a  wall,  and  set  his  sons,  Aris- 
tobulus  and  Antigonus  over  the  siege;  who 
pushed  it  on  so  hard,  that  a  famine  so  far  pre- 
vailed within  the  city,  that  they  were  forced 
to  eat  what  never  was  esteemed  food.  They 
also  invited  Antiochus,  who  was  called  Cyzi- 
cenus,  to  come  to  thi-ir  assistance;  whereupon 
he  got  ready,  and  complied  with  their  invita- 
tion, but  was  beaten  by  Aristobolus  and 
.Antigonus;  .ind  indeed  he  was  pursued  as  tur 
as  Scy thopolis  by  these  brethren,  and  fled  away 
from  them.  So  they  returned  back  to  Sama- 
ria, and  shut  the  multitude  again  within  the 
wall;  and  when  they  had  taken  the  city,  they 
demolishetl  it,  and  made  slaves  of  its  inhabi- 
tants. And,  as  they  had  still  great  success  in 
their  undertakings,  they  did  not  suffer  their 
zeal  to  cool,  but  marchetl  with  an  army  as  far 
as  Scythopolis,  and  made  an  incursion  upon  it, 
atid  laid  waste  all  the  country  that  lay  within 
mount  Cariiiel. 

8.  But  then,  these  successes  of  John  and 
of  his  sons  made  them  be  envied,  and  ocr^- 
sioned  a  sedition  in  the  country;  and  many 
there  were  who  got  together,  and  would  not 
be  at  rest  till  they  brake  out  into  open  war, 
in  which  war  they  were  beaten.  So  John 
bved  the  rest  of  his  life  very  happily,  and 
administered  the  government  after  a  most 
extraordinary  manner,  and  this  for  thirty-three 
entire  years  together.  He  died,  leaving  five 
sons  behind  hiin.  He  was  certainly  a  very 
happy  man,  and  afforded  no  occasion  to  have 
any  complaint  made  of  fortune  on  his  acivunt. 
He  it  was  who  alone  had  three  ot  the  niost^ 
desirable  things  in  the  world,  —  the  gover". 
ment  of  his  nation,  and  the  bigh-priestbrtd 
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and  the  gift  of  prophecy;  for  the  Deity  con- 
versed  with  him,  — and  he  was  not  ignorant 
of  any  thing  that  was  to  come  afterwards; 
insomuch,  that  be  foresaw  and  foretold  that 
his  two  eldest  sons  would  not  continue  mas- 
ters of  the  government:  and  it  will  highly 
deserve  our  narration  to  describe  their  catas- 
trophe, and  how  far  inferior  these  men  were 
to  their  father  in  felicity. 


CHAPTER  IIL 

now  ARISTOBDLUS  WA«  THE  rjRST  THAT  PDT 
A  DIADLM  ABOUT  HIS  HEAD;  AND,  AFTEB 
lit:  UAO  pur  HIS  UOTHEa  AND  BHUTHtU 
TO  UEAI'U,  DILD  HIMSELF,  WHEN  HE  BAD 
RLlbNED  NU  HOKE  THAN  A  YEAB. 

§  1.  For,  after  the  death  of  their  father,  the 
elder  ot  thtin,  Aristobulus,  changed  the  go- 
veruuient  into  a  kingdom,  and  was  the  lirst 
that  put  a  (iiodem  upou  fai^  bead,  four  bun- 
<:red  and  seventy-one  years  and  three  months 
after  our  people  came  down  into  tbis  country 
when  they  were  set  free  from  the  Bab)  Ionian 
flaver\.  J«ow,  of  his  brethren,  he  apjieured 
to  have  un  uirection  for  Antigonus,  who  was 
next  to  hiio,  ujid  made  him  his  equal;  but, 
fur  the  rust,  he  bound  them,  and  put  them  in 
prison,  lie  aUo  put  his  mother  in  bonds,  for 
her  vunlrsting  the  gorernnieiit  with  hiui ;  lor 
John  had  left  btr  to  be  the  governess  of  pub- 
lic uir.iirs.  U--  also  procei:ded  to  that  degree 
of  ba  barity,  as  to  cause  her  to  be  pined  to 
di-Hth  in  prison. 

2.  liut  vengeance  circumvented  him  in  the 
nffdir  of  his  brother  Antigonus,  whom  he 
loved,  and  whom  be  made  his  partner  in  the 
kiii)jiloir;  for  he  slew  him  by  the  means  ol 
the  t'aiumnies  uhii-h  ill  men  about  the  palace 
connived  .igaiiist  him.  At  lirst,  indeed,  Aris- 
tobulus would  not  believe  their  reports,  partly 
out  of  the  atfecliun  he  had  for  his  brother, 
aiMl  )wr(ly  because  he  thought  that  a  great 
part  of  these  tales  were  owing  to  the  envy  ol 
their  rclaters:  however,  as  Antigonus  came 
once  in  a  splendid  manner  from  the  army  to 
that  festival,  wherein  our  ancient  custom  is  to 


bare  enjoyment  of  royal  honour,  when  it  was 
ill  his  power  to  take  the  kingdom  himself. 

S.  Now  Aristobulus,  by  degrees,  and  un. 
willingly,  gave  credit  to  these  accusations; 
and,  accordingly,  he  took  care  not  to  discover 
his  suspicion  openly,  though  he  provided  to 
be  secure  against  any  accidents;  so  he  placed 
the  guards  of  his  body  in  a  certain  dark  sub- 
terraneous passage ;  for  he  lay  sick  in  a  cer- 
tain place  called  formerly  the  Citadel,  though' 
afterwards  its  name  was  changed  to  Alitonia; 
and  be  gave  orders,  that,  if  Antigonus  came 
unarmed,  they  should  let  him  alone;  but  if 
be  came  to  him  in  his  armour,  they  should 
kill  him.  He  also  sent  some  to  let  hiin  know 
beforehand,  that  he  should  come  unarmed, 
llut,  upon  this  occasion,  the  i|Ueen  very  cun- 
ningly contrived  the  matter  with  those  that 
plotted  his  ruin,  for  she  persuaded  those  that 
were  sent,  to  conceal  the  king's  mussage ;  but 
to  tell  Antigonus  bow  his  brother  had  htard 
he  had  got  a  very  tiue  suit  of  armour,  inaile 
with  tine  maitiul  oriianieiits,  in  (Jalilec;  and 
because  bis  present  sickness  hiiiULred  hiin 
from  coming  and  seeing  all  that  lincry,  he 
very  much  desired  to  see  him  now  in  I. is 
armour,  bccau^e,  said  be,  in  a  httle  time  thou 
art  going  away  troni  mc. 

4.  As  soon  as  Antigonus  heard  this,  the 
good  temper  of  bis  brother  nut  allowing  him 
to  suspect  any  barm  from  him,  he  came  along 
with  his  armour  on,  to  show  it  to  his  brother; 
but  when  he  was  going  aloi  g  th.il  dark  pu.-.- 
sage,  which  was  called  Sjtiato's  ToHer,  he  Has 
slain  by  the  body-guaiiis,  and  became  an 
emiiieut  instance  how  calumny  destrois  all 
good-will  and  natural  alfcctioii,  and  how  none 
of  our  good  artections  arc  strong  enough  to 
resist  envy  perpetually. 

5.  And  truly,  any  one  would  be  surprised 
at  Judas  upon  this  occasion.  He  was  ol  the 
sict  of  the  Essens,  and  had  never  failed  or 
deceived  men  in  his  predictions  before.  Now, 
this  man  saw  Antigonus  as  he  was  passing 
along  by  the  temple,  and  cried  out  to  I. is  ac- 
quaintance (they  were  not  a  lew  «  ho  atteiiiied  ' 
upon  him  as  his  scholars),  "  O  strangel"  said 
he,  "  it  is  good  lor  me  to  die  now,  since  truth 
is  dead  beloie  nie,  and  somewhat  that  I  have 
foretold  hath  proved  talse;  for  this  Antigonus 


make   ubcrimcles    for   God,    it   happened    in    is  this  day  alive,  who  ought  to  have  dieU  this 


those  days  that  Aristobulus  was  sick,  and 
that,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  feast,  Antigo- 
nus caiiie  up  to  it,  with  his  armed  men  about 
him,  and  this  when  he  was  adorned  in  the 
finest  manner  possible;  and  that,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  pray  to  Ood  on  the  behalf  of  bis 
brother.  Now,  at  tbis  very  time  it  was  that 
these  ill  men  came  to  the  king,  and  told  him 
in  what  a  pompous  manner  the  armed  men 
aune,  and  with  what  insolence  Antigonus 
marched,  and  that  sueh  bis  insolence  was  too 
griat  UtT  a  private  person,  and  that,  accord- 
u^,iy,  he  was  come  with  a  t;rea(  band  ot  men 
kill  Ijiiii;  tor  that  he  could  not  eiiuure  tbis 


day ;  andtbe  place  »  here  he  ought  to  be  slain, 
according  to  that  fatal  decree,  was  Strato's 
Tower,  which  is  at  the  distance  of  six  hunured 
furlongs  from  this  place,  and  yet  four  hours 
of  this  day  are  over  already;  which  point  of 
time  renders  the  prediction  impossible  to  be 
ruUillcd."  And  when  the  ohl  man  had  said 
I  his  he  was  dejected  in  his  mind,  and  so  con- 
tinued. But,  III  a  little  time,  news  cunc  that 
.Antigonus  was  slain  in  a  subterraneous  place, 
which  was  itself  also  called  Strato's  Tower, 
by  the  same  name  with  that  Cesarea  which 
la>  by  the  sea-si(.e;  and  this  ambigidty  it  was 
which  caused  the  prophet's  discraer. 
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C  Hereupon  Aristobulus  repented  of  the 
great  crime  be  bad  been  guilty  of,  and  tlii» 
gave  occasion  to  tbe  increase  of  bis  disteuiper. 
He  also  grew  worse  and  worse,  and  bis  soul 
was  constantly  disturbed  at  tbe  tbougbt  of 
what  be  had  done,  till  his  very  bowels  being 
torn  to  pieces  by  the  intolerable  grief  he  was 
under,  he  threw  up  a  great  quantity  of  blood. 
And,  as  one  of  those  servants  that  attended 
bim  carried  out  that  blood,  be,  by  some  super- 
natural providence,  slipped  and  fell  down  in 
the  very  place  where  Antigotius  had  been 
clain;  and  so  be  spilt  some  of  tbe  murderer's 
blood  upon  tbe  spots  of  the  blood  of  him  that 
bad  been  murdered,  which  still  appeared. 
Hereupon  a  lamentable  cry  arose  among  tbe 
spectators,  as  if  the  servant  had  spilled  the 
blood  on  purpose  in  that  place;  and,  as  tbe 
king  beard  that  cry,  he  inquired  what  was 
the  cause  of  it;  and  while  nobody  durst  tell 
him,  he  pressed  them  so  much  the  more  to 
let  him  know  what  was  the  matter;  so,  at 
length,  when  he  had  threatened  them,  and 
forced  them  to  s[>eak  out,  they  told;  where- 
upon he  burst  into  tears,  and  groaned,  and 
said,  "  So  I  perceive  I  am  not  like  to  escape 
the  all-seeing  eye  of  God,  as  to  the  great  crimes 
I  have  committed;  but  tbe  vengeance  of  the 
blood  of  my  kinsman  pursues  me  hastily.  O 
tliou  most  impudent  body  I  how  long  wilt 
thou  retain  a  soul  that  ought  to  die,  on 
account  of  that  punishment  it  ought  to  suffer 
for  a  mother  and  a  brother  slain  bow*  long 
shall  I  myself  spend  my  blood  drop  hy  drop! 
let  them  take  it  ail  at  once;  and  let  their 
ghosts  no  longer  be  disappointed  by  a  few 
parcels  of  my  bowels  odered  to  them.  '  As 
soon  as  he  bad  said  these  words,  he  presently 
died,  when  be  had  reigned  no  ionger  than  a 
year. 


CHAPTKR  rV. 

WHAT  ACTION'S  WEUE  DONE  BT  ALEXANDER 
JANNEOS,  WHO  HEIGNED  TWESIV-SEVEN 
YEABS. 

§  I.  And  now  the  king's  wife  loosed  the 
king's  brethren,  and  made  Alexander  king, 
who  appeared  both  elder  in  age  and  more 
moderate  in  his  temper  than  the  rest;  who, 
when  he  came  to  the  government,  slew  one  of 
bis  brethren,  as  aiTecting  to  govern  himself; 
but  had  the  other  of  them  in  great  esteem,  as 
luving  a  quiet  life,  without  meddling  with 
pt.Sl-.c  urtkirs. 

•i.  Now  it  happened  that  there  was  a  battle 
b<">veen  him  and  Ptolemy,  who  was  called 
Liithyrus,  who  had  taken  the  city  Asochis. 
Ke  indeed  sbw  a  great  many  of  his  enemies; 
but  the  victory  rather  imlined  to  Ptolemy, 
but,  when  this  Ptoleini  was  pursued  by  his 
mother   Cleopatra,  and  retired   into   Egypt, 


.Mexander  besieged  Gsdara,  and  took  it;  M 
uUo  he  did  Amathus,  which  was  tbe  strongest 
of  all  the  fortresses  that  were  about  Jordan, 
and  therein  were  tbe  roost  precious  of  all  tbe 
possessions  of  Theodurus,  tbe  son  of  Zeno. 
Whereupon  Theodorus  marched  against  bim, 
and  took  what  belonged  to  himself,  as  well  as 
the  king's  baggage,  and  slew  ten  thousand  of 
the  Jews.  However,  Alexander  recovered 
this  blow,  and  turned  bis  force  towards  the 
maritime  parts,  and  took  Raphia,  and  Gaza, 
with  Anthedon  aho,  which  was  afterwards 
called  Agrippias  by  king  Herod. 

3.  But  when  he  had  made  slaves  of  the  citi- 
zens of  all  these  cities,  tbe  nation  of  the  Jews 
made  an  insurrection  against  bim  at  a  festiv-.U; 
for  at  those  feasts  seditions  are  generally 
begun:  and  it  looked  as  if  be  should  not  be 
able  to  escape  tbe  plot  they  bad  laid  for  bim, 
bad  not  his  foreign  auxiliaries,  the  Pisidians 
and  Cihcians,  assisted  bim;  for,  as  to  the 
Syrians,  he  never  admitted  them  among  his 
mercenary  troops,  on  account  of  tbeir  innate 
enmity  against  the  Jewish  nation.  And  when 
he  bad  slain  more  than  six  thousand  of  the 
rebels,  he  made  an  incursion  into  Arabia,  and 
when  he  had  taken  that  country,  together  with 
the  Gileadites  and  Moabites,  be  enjoined  them 
to  pay  him  tribute,  and  returned  to  Amathus; 
and  us  Theodorus  was  surprised  at  his  great 
Success,  be  took  tbe  fortress,  and  demo- 
lished it. 

4.  However,  when  be  fought  with  Obodas, 
king  of  tbe  Arabians,  who  bad  laid  an  ambush 
for  ciin  near  Golan,  and  a  plot  against  him, 
he  lost  bis  entire  army,  which  was  crowded 
together  in  a  deep  valley,  and  broken  to  pieces 
by  the  multitude  of  camels;  and  when  he  had 
made  his  escape  to  Jerusalem,  he  provoked 
the  multitude,  who  hated  him  before,  to  make 
an  insurrection  against  him,  and  this  on 
account  of  the  greatness  of  the  calamity  that 
he  was  under.  However,  be  was  then  too 
hard  for  them;  and,  in  tbe  several  battles  that 
were  fought  on  both  sides,  he  slew  not  fewer 
than  iifty  thousand  of  the  Jews,  in  the  inter- 
val of  six  years.  Vet  had  he  no  reason  to 
rejoice  in  these  victories,  since  he  did  but  con- 
sume bis  own  kingdom;  till  at  length  he  left 
off  6ghting,  and  endeavoured  to  come  to  a 
composition  with  them,  by  talking  with  bis 
subjects;  but  this  mutability  and  irregularity 
of  his  conduct  made  them  hate  him  still  more; 
and  when  be  asked  them  why  they  so  bated 
iiim,  and  what  he  should  do,  in  order  to 
ippease  them,  they  said,  by  killing  himself; 
lor  that  it  would  be  then  all  they  could  do,  to 
lie  reconciled  to  him  who  had  done  such  tra- 
..'iial  things  to  them,  even  when  he  was  dead. 
At  the  same  time  they  invited  Demetrius, 
^vho  was  called  Eurerus,  to  assist  them;  and 
as  he  readily  complied  with  their  request,  in 
hopes  of  great  advantages,  and  came  with  his 
army,  the  Jews  joined  with  those  their  auxi- 
liaries about  Sh^Jiem. 


CHAP.  IT. 


WAES  OF  THE  JEWS. 


559 


5.  Yet  did  Alexander  meet  both  these  forcej 
with  one  thousand  horseuien,  and  eight  thou* 
sand  mercenaries  that  were  un  loot.  He  h«d 
also  with  biffi  that  purt  of  the  Jeua  which 
tUroiired  biiu,  to  the  nuiober  of  ten  tbuu!>aiid; 
whiJe  the  adverse  party  had  three  thousand 
borsemen,  and  fourteen  tbau.<aiid  footmen. 
Now,  before  they  joined  battle,  the  kings 
xade  proclamation,  and  endeavoured  to  draw 
dAT  each  other '<  soldiers,  and  make  tbeui 
revolt;  while  Demetrius  hoped  to  induce 
Alexander's  mercenaries  to  leave  bim, — and 
Alezajuler  hoped  to  induce  the  Jews  that  were 
with  Demetrius  to  .leave  him;  but,  since 
aeither  the  Jews  would  leave  oS  their  ra^, 
nor  the  Greeks  prove  unfaithful,  they  came 
to  an  engagement,  and  to  a  close  fight  with 
their  weapons.       la  which  battle  Uemelrius 

'  was  the  conqueror,  although  Alexander's 
mercenaries  showed  the  greatest  exploits, 
both  in  soul  and  body.  Vet  did  the  upshot 
of  this  battle  prove  diirerrnt  from  what  was 
expected,  as  to  both  of  them;  for  neither  did 
those  that  invited  Demetrius  to  come  to  tbeuk 
continue  tirm  to  him,  though  he  was  con- 
queror; and  six  thousand  Jews,  out  of  pity 
to  the  change  of  Alexander's  condition,  when 
be  was  ded  to  the  mountains,  came  over  to 
binu  Yet  could  not  Demetrius  bear  this 
turn  of  alTairs;  hut,  supposing  tliut  Alex- 
Aitder  was  already  become  a  match  for  liim 
•gain,  and  that  all  the  nation  would  [at  length") 
run  tu  him,  he  left  the  country,  and  weut  bis 
way. 

6.  However,  the  rest  of  the  [Jewish]  ninl- 
tityde  did  not  lay  asiile  tlu'ir  quarrels  with 
hirn,  when  the  [foreign]  auxiliaries  were  gone; 
but  they  had  a  perpetual  war  with  Alexander, 
until  hu  had  slain  the  greatest  part  of  them, 
and  driven  the  rest  into  the  city  liemeselis; 
and  when  he  had  demolished  that  city,  he 
carried  the  captives  to  Jerusalem.  Nay,  his 
rage  was  grown  so  extravagant,  that  his  bar- 
barity proceeded  to  a  degree  of  impiety;  for 
when  he  had  ordered  eight  hundred  to  be 
bung  upon  crosses  in  the  midst  of  the  city, 
he  had  the  throats  of  their  wives  and  children 
cut  before  their  eyes;  and  these  executions 
he  saw  as  he  was  drinking  and  lying  down 
with  his  concubines.  Upon  which,  so  deep  a 
surprise  seized  on  the  people,  that  eight  thou- 
sanil  of  his  opposcrs  fled  au-ay  the  very  next 
night,  out  of  all  Judex,  whose  flight  was 
only  terminated  by  Alexander's  death ;  so  at 
last,  though  not  tUl  late,  and  with  great  diffi- 
culty, he,  by  such  actions,  procured  quiet  to 
bis  kingdom,  and  left  off  lighting  any  more. 

7.  Yet  did  that  Antiochus,  who  was  also 
called  Dionysius,  become  an  origin  of  trou- 
bles sgaiu.  This  man  was  the  brother  of 
Demetrius,  and  the  last  of  the  race  of  the 
Seleuadie.*      Alexander   was   afraid   of  him, 


when  he  was  marching  against  the  Arabians 
so  he  cut  a  deep  trench  between  Antipatris, 
which  was  near  the  mountains,  and  the  shores 
of  Joppa;  he  also  erected  a  high  wall  before 
the  trench,  and  built  wooden  towers  iu  order 
to  hinder  any  sudden  approaches ;  but  still 
he  was  not  able  to  exclude  Antiochus,  for  he 
burnt  the  towers,  and  filled  up  the  trenches, 
and  marched  on  with  his  army;  and  as  be 
looked  upon  taking  bis  revenge  on  Alexander 
for  endeavouring  to  stop  him,  as  a  thing  of 
less  consequence,  he  marched  directly  against 
the  Arabians,  whose  king  retired  into  such 
parts  of  the  country  as  were  fittest  for  e/igag- 
ing  the  enemy,  and  then  on  the  sudden  made 
bis  horse  turn  back,  who  were  in  number  ten 
thousand,  and  fell  upon  Antiochus's  army 
while  they  were  in  disorder,  and  a  terrible 
battle  ensued.  Antiochus's  troo(Hs  so  long 
as  he  was  alive,  fought  it  out,  although  a 
mighty  slaughter  was  made  among  them  by 
the  Arabians;  but  when  be  fell,  for  he  was 
in  the  fore-front,  in  the  utmost  danger,  in 
rallying  his  troops,  tbey  all  gave  ground,  and 
the  greatest  |>art  of  bis  army  were  destroyed, 
either  in  the  action  or  the  flight;  and  tor  the 
rest,  who  fled  to  the  village  of  C'aiia,  it  hap- 
pened that  they  were  all  consumed  by  want 
of  necessaries,  a  few  only  excepted. 

B.  About  this  time  it  was  that  tbe  people 
of  Damascus,  out  of  their  hatred  to  I'tolemy, 
tlie  sun  of  Menneus,  invited  Aretas  [to  lake 
the  government],  and  made  him  king  of 
CelesyruL  I'his  man  also  made  an  eXjieUitiiiii 
against  Judea,  and  beat  Alexander  in  battle; 
but  afterwards  retired  by  mutual  agreeniciii. 
liut  Altxauiier,  when  be  bad  taken  Fella, 
marched  to  Gerasa  again,  out  of  tbe  cove- 
tous deaii'e  he  had  of  I'heodori'a's  possessions; 
and  when  he  had  buiit  a  uipie  wall  about  tht- 
garrison,  he  took  tlie  place  by  force.  Hi- 
ulso  demolished  Golan,'  and  Seleucia,  ami 
what  was  ci'led  the  Valley  of  Antiochus; 
besides  wbich,  he  tock  the  strong  fortress  ol 
Gamala,  and  stripped  Demetrius,  who  wa^ 
governor  therein,  of  what  be  bad,  on  account 
at  the  many  crimes  laid  to  bis  charge,  and 
then  returned  into  Judea,  after  he  hud  been 
three  whole  years  in  this  expexlition;  and  now 
he  was  kindly  received  of  the  nation,  because 
of  the  good  success  he  bad.  So,  when  he 
was  at  rest  from  war,  he  fell  into  a  disteuiptr; 
for  he  was  adiicted  with  a  quartan  ague,  and 
supposed  that,  by  exercising  himself  again  in 
martial  affairs,  he  should  get  rid  of  this  dis- 
temper; but,  by  making  such  expediuons  at 
unseasonable  times,  and  forcing  his  body  to 
undergo  greater  hardships  than  it  was  able  to 
bear,  be  oronght  bimself  to  his  end.  He 
died,  therefore,  in  tbe  mi<lst  of  his  troubles, 
after  he  had  reigned  seven-and-twenty  yeard. 


•  J<«epba«  here  calii  this  Antlochns  Um  lut  of  th«  [  Commagenus,  who  reigned,  or  rather  t»y  hid,  till  Pom- 
8«l«u  h1«,  altbuuifh  there  remainLtl  sli.l  a  abaduw  of  pev  quite  turned  him  out.  as  Dean  Aldrlcb  hern  aae?! 
a»otb«r  kiog   of  tbat  lamil),    AaticM:bi]»  Atitticut,  of    (rum  Appiau  and  Justin. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

ilEXANDEA  EEIGNS  NINE  TEARS;  DURING 
WHICH  TIME  THE  PHARISEES  WERE  THE 
REAL  ECTLEBS  OI  THE  NATION. 

§  1.  Now  Alexander  left  the  kingdom  to 
Alexandra  his  wife,  and  depended  upon  it 
that  the  Je«-s  would  now  very  readily  submit 
to  her;  because  she  had  been  very  averse  to 
such  cruelty  as  he  had  treated  them  with,  and 
had  opposed  bis  violation  of  their  laws,  and 
l.'ad  thereby  got  the  good-will  of  the  people. 
}<or  was  be  mistaken  as  to  his  expectations; 
for  this  woman  kept  the  dominion,  by  the 
opinion  that  the  people  had  of  her  piety;    for 


Alexandra  to  put  to  death  the  rest  of  those 
who  had  irritated  him  against  them.  Now,  she 
was  so  superstitious  as  to  comply  with  their 
desires,  and  accordingly  they  slew  whom  they 
pleased  themselves.  But  the  principal  of  those 
that  were  in  danger  fled  to  Aristobulus.  who 
persuaded  his  mother  to  spare  the  men  on 
account  of  their  dignity,  but  to  expel  them  out 
of  the  city,  unless  she  took  them  to  be  inno- 
cent; so  they  were  suffered  to  go  unpunished, 
and  were  dispersed  all  over  the  country.  But, 
when  Alexandra  sent  out  her  army  to  Damas- 
cus, under  pretence  that  Ptolemy  was  always 
oppressing  that  city,  she  got  possession  of  it; 
nor  did  it  make  any  considerable  resistance. 
She  also  prevailed  with  Tigranes,  king  of 
Armenia,who  lay  w  ith  his  troops  about  Ptole- 
mais,  and  besieged  Cleopatra,^  by  agreements 


she  chiedy  studied  the  ancient  customs'of  her   and  presents,  to  go  away.    Accordingly  Tigra. 


country,  and  cast  those  men  out  of  the 
government  that  offended  against  their  holy 
laws.  And  as  she  had  two  sons  by  Alexander, 
she  made  Hyrcanus,  the  elder,  high-priest,  on 
account  of  his  age;  as  also,  besides  that,  on 
account  of  his  inactive  temper  noway  disposing 
him  to  disturb  the  public.  But  she  retained 
the  younger,  Aristobulus,  with  her  as  a  pri- 
Vdte  person,  by  reason  of  the  warmth  of  his 
ttinper. 

2.  And  now  the  Pharisees  joined  themselves 
to  her,  to  assist  her  in  the  government.   These 
are   a  certain  sect  of  the  Jews  that  appear 
more  reUgious  than  others,  and  seem  to  inter- 
pret the  laws  more  accurately.     Now,  Alex- 
andra hearkened  to  them  to  an  extraordinary 
dejfree,  as  being  herself  a  woman  of  great  piety 
towards  God.     But  these  Pharisees  artfully 
insinuated  themselves  into  her  lavour  by  little 
and   little,  and   bpcame   themselves  the   real 
administrators    of    tl.«    public   affairs:     they 
bnriished   and    reduced  wlvom   they    pleased; 
they  bound  and  loosed  [men}  at  their  plea- 
8ure;*t  and,  to  say  all  at  once,  llicy  had  the 
enjoyment  of  the  royal  authority,  whilst  the 
expenses  and  the  dilliculties  of  it  belong»d  to 
Alexandra.      She  was  a  sagacious   woman  in 
the  management  of  great  affairs,  and  intent 
always  upon  gathering  soldiers  together;    so 
th.'.t  she  increased  the  army  the  one  half,  and 
procured  a  great  body  of  foreign  troops,  till 
her  own  nation  became  not  only  very  power- 
ful  at   home,    but   terrible   also    to    foreign 
potentates,  while  she  governed  other  people, 
and  the  Pharisees  governed  her. 

3.  Accordingly  they  themselves  slew  Dio- 
genes, a  person  of  figure,  and  one  that  had 
been  a  friend  to  Alexander;  and  accused 
hira  as  having  a.ssisted  the  king  with  his 
arivice,  for  crucifying  the  eight  hundred  men 
[before  mentioned].  They  also  prevailed  with 


•  Matt  XTi.  19^  iTiii.  18.  . 

+  Here  we  have  the  uldeM  and  roost  aiitheutic  Jewish 
cspo&ttioD  of  bindiDg  and  UMuin^,  for  punUhins  "r  absol- 
vitii  men ;  not  lor  declinn? actions  lawlul  or  unlawful,  as 
t4iiue  mo€a  modem  Jews  asd  CbruUacs  Tainlj  plvteod. 


lies  soon  arose  from  the  siege,  by  reason  ot 
those  domestic  tumults  which  happened  upon 
LucuUus's  expedition  into  Armenia. 

4.  In  the  mean  time,  Alexandra  fell  sick, 
and  Aristobulus,  her  younger  son,  took  hold 
of  this  opportunity,  with  his  doisestics,  of 
which  he  had  a  great  many,  who  were  all  of 
them  his  friends,  on  account  of  the  warmth 
of  their  youth,  and  got  possession  of  all  the 
fortresses.  He  also  used  the  sums  of  money 
he  found  in  them,  to  get  together  a  nun.ber 
of  mercenary  soldiers,  and  made  himself  king; 
and  besides  this,  upon  Hyrcanus's  complaint 
to  his  mother,  she  compassionated  his  case,  and 
put  Aristobulus's  wile  and  sons  under  restraint 
in  Antonia,  which  was  a  fortress  that  ji.ined 
to  the  north  part  of  the  temple.  It  was,  as  I 
have  already  said,  of  old  called  the  Citiidel, 
but  afterwards  got  the  name  of  Antonia,  wlier. 
Antony  was  lord  [of  the  east],  just  as  the 
other  cities,  Sebaste  and  Agrippias,  had  their 
names  changed,  and  these  given  them  from 
Sebastus  and  Agrippa.  But  Alexandra  died 
before  she  could  punish  Aristobulus  for  hia 
disinheriting  his  brother,  alter  she  had  reigned 
nine  years. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

WHEN  HTKCANUS,  WHO  WAS  ALEXANDER'S 
HLItt,  EECIDED  FROM  HIS  CLAIM  TO  THB 
CROWN,  ABISIOBOLCS  IS  MADE  KING!  ASI> 
AFTERWARD  THX  SAME  HYRCANUS,  BT 
THE  MEANS  OF  ANTIFATER,  IS  BROUCHl 
BACK  BY  ARETAS.  AT  LAST  POM  FEY  IS 
HADE  THE  ARBITRATOR  OF  THE  DISPUTE 
BETWEEN  THE  BROTHERS. 

§    1.  Now  Hyrcanus  was  heir  to  the  king- 
dom,  and  to   him  did  his  mother  commit  it 

t  Str:tbf,  b.  XTi.  p.  740.  relates,  that  this  Selena 
Clroi:>ir»  "t»  beseceH  by  Tic'aues,  lot  ni  I'toletuata, 
as  he  e.  '.„'  fter  she  had  left  >>na.  in  ^-leucia.  a  cit»»" 
tirl  ID  Mesu^otamia;  ud  adds,  llial  wuco  h<  bad  kaf*' 
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before  she  died:  but  Aristobulus  was  supe- 
rior to  bim  in  power  and  magrranimity;  and 
when  there  was  a  battle  bL-lween  them,  to 
decide  the  dispute  about  the  kingdom,  near 
Jericho,  the  greatest  p;*rt  deserted  Hyrcanus, 
and  went  over  to  Aristobulus;  but  Hyrca- 
nus, with  those  of  bis  party  who  staid  with 
him,  fled  to  Antonlit,  and  got  into  his  power 
the  hostages  that  might  be  for  bis  preserva- 
tion (which  were  Aristobulus's  wife,  with  her 
children);  but  they  came  to  an  agreement 
before  things  should  come  to  extremities,  that 
Aristobulus  should  be  king,  ayd  Hyrcanus 
«  should  resign  that  up,  but  retain  all  the  re»t 
of  his  digfiitie^,  as  being  the  kiug's  brother. 
Hereupon  they  were  reconciled  to  each  other 
in  the  temple,  and  embraced  one  another  in 
a  very  Wind  manner,  while  the  people  stood 
rouud  atKJUt  them:  they  also  changed  their 
bouses;  while  Ari^tobulim  went  to  the  royal 
pul^ice,  and  Uyrcaniu  retired  to  the  bouse  of 
4ristobulus. 

2,  Now,  those  other  people  who  were  at 
Tariance  with  Ariiilobulus  were  atraid,  upon 
bis  uuexi>ecte<lly  obtaining  the  government; 
and  especially  this  concerned  Antiputer,  * 
whom  Arislobnlud  hated  uf  old.  He  wus 
by  birlh  an  Iilumean,  and  one  of  the  prina- 
pul  of  that  natiun,  on  account  of  his  anoes- 
tors  and  riches,  and  other  authority  to  bim 
belonging:  he  also  persuaded  Hyrcanus  to 
fly  to  Aretas,  the  king  of  Arabia,  and  to  lay 
claim  tu  the  kingdom  ;  as  aUo  be  persu.ideO 
Aretas  to  receive  Hyrcanus  and  to  bring 
bim  back  to  his  kingilum:  be  also  cast  re- 
proaches upon  Aristobulus,  as  to  bis  murals, 
anil  gave  great  commendations  to  Hyrcanus, 
and  exhorted  Aretas  to  receive  him,  and  told 
him  bow  becoming  a  thing  it  would  be  for 
bim,  who  ruled  so  great  a  kingdom,  to  atford 
bis  astii.-stance  to  such  as  are  injured;  alleg- 
ing that  Hyrcanus  was  treated  unjustly,  by 
being  deprived  of  that  dominion  which  be- 
longed to  liim  by  the  prerogative  of  his  birth. 
And  when  he  had  predisposed  them  both  to 
do  what  he  would  have  them,  he  took  Hyr- 
canus by  night,  and  ran  away  from  the  city; 
and,  continuing  his  flight  with  great  swilt- 
ness,  he  escaped  to  the  place  called  Petra, 
whicb-is  the  royal  seat  of  the  king  of  Arabia, 
where  he  put  Hyrcanus  into  Aretas's  hands; 
and,  by  discoursing  much  with  him,  and  gain- 
ing upon  him  with  many  presents,  he  pre- 
vailed with  him  to  give  him  an  army  that 
might  restore  him  to  bis  kingdom.  This 
army  consisted  of  fifty  thousand  footmen  and 

bcr  a  wbile  in  prison,  be  put  ber  to  death  U*-in 
Aliliich  9upp<isr9  here  that  Slrabo  coDlntdicts  Justptius, 
which  dties  not  appear  to  me;  for  alttiough  Josepiius 
ftajrs  both  here  and  in  the  AnUq.  b.  xJiL  cS.  xtL  secT.  -I. 
that  Tigranc*  besieged  her  nuw  iu  Ptnletnai*.  aod  that 
he  took  the  cilj.  aa  the  AntKjnititrs  inform  us.  ye[  does 
be  nowhere  intimale  that  he  now  took  ibe  qu^eo  hrr- 
>elf;  fto  that  both  (be  n&rratinnsof  8trabo  aod  Jusephus 
loajr  iiill  be  true  nutwtib&Unding. 

•  That  thi^  \DlipatiT.  the  fattier  of  Herod  tbe  Great, 
waaan  Idumeao,  as  Jotephiis  affirmi  here,  aee  tbe  Dola 
•a  Aatu^  b  xiv.  cO  xt.  wcl  i 


horsemen,  against  which  Aristobulus  was  not 
able  to  make  resistance,  but  was  deserted  in 
his  first  onset,  and  was  driven  to  Jerusalem, 
he  also  had  been  taken  at  first  by  force,  if 
Scaurus,  the  Roman  general,  had  not  come 
and  seasonably  interposed  himself,  and  raiseu 
the  siege.  This  Scaurus  was  sent  into  Syria 
from  Armenia,  by  Pompey  the  Great,  wheri 
he  fought  against  Tigranes;  so  Scaurus  cane 
to  Damascus,  which  had  been  lately  taken 
by  Metellus  and  LoUiu^,  and  caused  them 
to  leave  the  place;  and,  upon  his  hearing 
how  the  atfairs  of  Judea  stood,  he  made  haste 
thither  as  to  a  certain  booty. 

3.  As  6<)On,  therefore,  as  he  «*as  come  into 
the  country,  there  came  ambassnf^ors  from 
both  the  brother-i,  each  of  them  desiring  hii 
assistance;  but  Aristobulus's  three  hundred 
talents  had  more  weight  with  him  than  the 
justice  of  the  caus«t  which  sum,  when  Scaurus 
bad  received,  he  sent  a  herald  to  Hyrcanus 
and  tbe  Arabians,  and  threatened  tnem  \s'ith 
the  resentment  of  the  Romans  and  of 
Pompey,  unless  they  woubl  rai-e  the  siege. 
So  Aretas  was  terrified,  and  retired  out  of 
Judea  to  Philailelphia,  as  did  Scaurus  rttiirn 
to  Uamajicus  again:  nor  was  Aristobulus 
satisfied  with  escaping  [out  of  his  brother*! 
hand^].  but  gathered  all  bis  forces  together, 
and  pursued  lii<i  enemies,  and  fought  them  at 
a  place  called  Papyrtm,  and  slew  above  six 
thou-^and  of  them,  and,  together  with  them, 
AntipaterV  brother,  Phalioii. 

4.  When  Hyrcanus  and  Antipater  were 
thus  deprived  ol  their  hopes  from  the  Ara- 
bian?, they  transferred  the  same  to  their 
adversane»>;  and  because  Pompey  had  passed 
thruiigh  Syria,  and  was  come  to  Dama>ru^, 
they  ried  to  liim  for  assistance;  and,  without 
any  biibes, f  they  made  the  same  equitable 
pleas  that  they  had  used  to  Aretas.  and  be- 
sought him  to  hate  the  violent  behaviour  of 
Anstubulu-f,  and  to  bestow  the  kingdom  upon 
bim  to  whoui  it  justly  belonged,  both  on 
account  of  his  good  character,  atnl  on  account 
of  his  superiority  in  age.  However,  neither 
was  Aristunulus  wanting  to  himself  in  this 
case,  as  relung  on  the  bribes  that  Scaurus 
had  received  ;  he  was  also  there  himself,  and 
adorned  himself  alter  a  manner  the  most 
agreeable  to  ri'valty  that  he  was  able,  liut 
he  soon  thottght  it  beneath  him  to  come  in 
such  a  servile  manner,  and  could  not  endure 
to  serve  his  own  ends  in  a  way  so  much  more 
abject  than  be  was  used  to;  so  he  departed 
from  Diospolis. 

5.  At  ibis  his  behaviour  Pompey  had  great 

■f  It  is  lomewhat  probable,  as  Barercamp  aappoaei, 
anJ  partly  Spanb^im  also,  tliat  tbe  LaUn  copy  is  bcr« 
the  truest;  that  Pompey  did  UiWe  the  man)  presenla 
utfercd  him  by  H>rcaDiiS  as  be  would  liave  dooe  the 
ut'iers  from  Aristobulus  (sed,  >•. };  althoUk'b  his  remark- 
ablr  aiisUnence  from  tr.e  H*M  taUnts  tliat  were  in  tbt 
Jewish  temple,  when  lie  too;<  it  a  little  afterward  (cb. 
Til.  »cct.  6.  and  Antiq.  b  aiT  ch  it.  seel.  4).  will  bardlj 
permit  us  to  desert  tiie  Greek  copieij  all  wfaieb  ifne 
that  b«  did  not  laie  ttiem. 
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indignation!  Hyrcanus  also  and  bis  friends 
niHile  great  intercession  to  Pompey;  so  be 
took  nut  only  bis  Roioaa  forces^  but  many  of 
liis  Syrian  auxiliaries,  and  marcbed  agaiast- 
Arii^tubulus.  But  wben  be  bad  passed  by 
Pella  and  Seytbopolis,  and  was  come  to  Corea, 
wbere  you  enter  into  the  country  of  Judea, 
'\^ben  you  go  up  to  it  tbrougb  tbe  Mediter- 
ranean pans,  be  heard  that  Aristobulus  was 
tlcil  to  Alexandriuin,  which  is  a  strong-hoJd, 
tortilied  with  tbe  utmost  magnihcence,  and 
vituated  upon  a  high  mountain,  and  he  sent 
to  liiin,  and  commanded  him  to  come  down. 
Now  his  inclination  was  to  try  bis  fortune  in 
a  battle,  since  be  was  called  in  such  an  impe- 
rious manner,  rather  than  to  comply  with  that 
call.  However,  be  saw  the  multitude  were 
in  great  fear,  and  bis  friends  exhorted  him  to 
consider  what  tbe  power  of  tbe  Romans  was, 
and  how  it  was  irresistible;  so  he  complied 
with  tbeir  advice,  and  came  down  to  Pompey; 
and  when  he  bad  made  a  long  apology  tor 
biuiself,  and  for  the  justness  of  his  cause  in 
taking  the  government,  be  returned  to  the 
fortress.  And  when  his  brother  invited  him 
again  [to  plead  his  cause],  he  came  down  and 
bpdke  about  the  justice  of  it,  and  then  went 
away  without  any  hinderance  from  Pompey: 
so  be  was  between  hope  and  fear.  And  wben 
he  came  down,  it  was  to  prevail  with  Pompey 
to  allow  him  the  goverimient  entirely;  and 
when  he  went  up  to  tbe  citadel,  it  wa^  that 
he  might  not  appear  to  debase  himself  too 
low.  However,  Pompey  commanded  hira  to 
give  up  bis  fortitied  places,  and  forced  bim  to 
write  to  every  one  of  tbeir  governors  to  yield 
theui  up;  they  having  bad  this  charge  given 
Iiieui,  to  obey  no  letters  but  what  were  of  bis 
oun  band-writing.  Accordingly  he  did  what 
be  was  ordered  to  do;  but  had  still  an  indig- 
nation at  what  was  done,  and  retired  to  Jeru- 
salem, and  prepared  to  tight  with  Pompey. 

0.  but  Pompey  did  nut  give  bim  time 
to  make  any  preparations  [for  a  siege],  but 
followed  him  at  bis  heels;  he  was  also  obliged 
to  make  haste  in  his  attempt,  by  the  death  of 
Mithridates,  of  which  he  was  informed  about 
Jericho.  ZS'ow  here  is  tbe  most  fruitful 
country  of  Judea,  which  bears  a  vast  number 
of  palm-trees,  besides  the  balsam-tree,' 
whose  sprouts  they  cut  with  sharp  stones, 
and  at  the  incisions  they  gather  the  juK-e, 
which  drops  down  like  tears.  So  Pompey 
{'ached  his  camp  in  that  place  one  night, 
and  then  hasted  away  the  next  morning  to 
Jerusalem;  but  Aristobulus  was  so  atfrighted 
at  bis  approacJi,  that  he  came  and  met  bim  by 
way  of  supplication.  He  also  promised  him 
money,  and  that  be  would  deliver  up  both 
himself  and  tbe  city  into  bis  disposal;  —  and 
thereby  be  mitigated  the  anger  of  Pompey. 

*  Of  the  bmooj  palm-tmi  and  b&liam  abont  Jericho 
and  Kiuruddi,  see  tbe  Doles  id  Havercamp's  ediuon.  bolb 
auR  and  b.  ii.  cb.  ix-  aect  1.  Tbejr  arc  aomewbat  too 
«oog  to  kM  traDacriticd  in  tbii  plaofc 


Yet  did  not  be  perform  any  of  the  conditions 
he  bad  agreed  to;  for  Aristobulus's  party 
would  not  so  much  as  admit  Gabtr.'.us  uito 
the  city,  who  was  sent  to  receive  the  uior.e}r 
that  he  bad  promised. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

HOW  POMPEY  HAD  THF    CITY  OP  JEECSAtCU 
DELIVEREI)     tJP     TO    HIM,    BUT    TOOK    THE 
TEMPLE     CBY     force].         HOW     HE     WENT 
INTO  THE  HOLY  OP  HOLIES;   AS  ALSO  WHAT   < 
WEBE  HIS  OTHER  EXPLOITS  IS  JUDEA. 

§  1.  At  this  treatment  Pompey  was  Tery 
angrv,  and  ttxik  Aristobulus  into  custorly; 
and  when  he  was  come  to  the  city  he  looked 
about  where  he  might  make  his  attack ;  for 
he  saw  the  walls  were  so  tirm  that  it  would 
be  hard  to  overcome  them,  and  that  the  val- 
ley before  the  walls  was  terrible;  and  that  the 
temple,  which  was  within  that  valley,  was  itself 
encompassed  with  a  very  strong  wall,  insomuch 
that  if  the  city  were  taken,  the  temple  would 
be  a  second  place  of  refuge  for  the  enemy  to 
retire  to. 

2.  Now,  as  he  was  long  in  deliberating 
about  this  matter,  a  sedition  arose  among  tbe 
people  within  the  city;  Aristobulus"?  party 
being  wiUing  to  fight,  and  to  set  their  king  at 
liberty,  while  the  party  of  Hyrcanus  were  for 
opening  tbe  gates  to  Pompey;  and  the  dread 
people  were  in,  oceasionetl  these  last  to  be  a 
very  numerous  party,  when  they  looked  upon 
the  excellent  order  the  Roman  soldiers  w  ere 
in.  So  Aristobulus's  party  was  worsted,  and 
retired  into  the  temple,  and  cut  off  the  com- 
munication between  the  temple  and  the  city, 
by  breaking  down  the  bridge  that  joined  them 
together,  and  prepared  to  make  an  opposition 
to  the  utmost;  but  as  the  others  had  received 
the  Romans  into  the  city,  and  had  delivered 
up  the  palace  to  him,  Pompey  sent  Piso,  one 
of  his  great  otiicers,  into  that  palace  with  an 
army,  who  distributed  a  garrison  about  tbe 
city,  because  he  could  not  persuade  any  one 
of  those  that  bail  fled  to  the  temple  to  come  to 
terms  of  accommodation;  he  then  disposed  all 
things  that  were  round  about  them  so  as 
might  fjvour  their  attacks,  as  having  Hyrra- 
nus's  party  very  ready  to  afford  them  botir' 
counsel  and  assistance. 

3.  But  Pompey  himself  filled  up  the  ditch 
that  was  on  the  north  side  of  the  temple,  and 
the  entire  valley  also,  the  army  itseif  being 
obliged  to  carry  tbe  materials  for  that  pur- 
pose. And  indeed  it  was  a  hard  thing  to  liU 
up  that  valley,  by  reason  of  its  immense  depth, 
especiallv  as  the  Jews  used  all  tbe  means  Dos- 
sible  to  repel  them  from  their  superior  station; 
nor  had  the  Romans  succeeded  in  their  endea- 
vours, had  not  Pompey  taken  notice  ot  tna 
seventh    days,    on    which    the    Jews   sbttaio 
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fron  al!  sorts  of  work  on  a  religious  account,  1  open   to   BtranRers;   for  Pompey,  and   those 


;■)  -ai'pd  his  bank,  but  restrained  bis  soldiers 
Inin  ficb'jng  on  those  days;  for  the  Jews 
?M'vTcfe;l  defensively  on  Sabbatb-days.  But 
as  soon  as  Pompey  had  filled  up  the  valley, 
he  erected  high  towers  upon  the  bank,  and 
bruu),'bt  those  engines  which  they  hail  fetched 
fruni  Tyre  near  to  the  wall,  and  tried  to  bat- 
ter it  down;  acd  the  slingers  of  btoiies  beat 
ulf  those  that  stood  above  theoi,  and  drove 
tii'ii  avay:  but  the  towers  on  this  side  of 
the  ci'.y  made  very  great  resistance,  and  were 
indeed  extraordinary  both  for  largeness  and 
magnificence. 

4.  Now,  here  it  was  that,  upon  the  many 
hardships  which  the  Uoinan^fii)4ervvent,  Pom- 
pey could  not  but  admire  not  only  at  the  other 
iii>taiice9  of  the  Jews'  lurtitude,  but  especially 
that  they  did  not  at  all  iuterinit  their  religious 
services,  even  when  they  were  encompassed 
with  darts  on  all  sides;  for,  as  if  the  city 
were  in  full  peace,  tlieir  daily  sacrifices  and 
purifications,  and  every  branch  of  their  reli- 
gious worship,  were  still  performed  to  God 
with  the  utmost  exactness.  Nor  indeed, 
when  the  temple  was  actually  taken,  and 
they  were  every  day  slain  about  the  albir,  did 
they  leave  olT  the  instances  of  their  divine 


that  were  about  him,  went  into  the  temple 
itself,*  whither  it  was  not  lawful  for  any  to 
enter  but  the  high-priest,  and  saw  what  tvas 
reposited  therein,  the  candlestick  with  its 
lamps,  and  the  table,  and  the  pouring  vessels, 
and  the  censers,  all  made  entirely  of  gold,  as 
also  a  great  quantity  of  spices  heaped  together 
with  two  thousand  talents  of  sacred  money 
Yet  did  not  be  touch  the  money,  nor  any 
thing  else  that  was  there  reposited;  but  he 
commanded  the  ministers  about  the  temple, 
the  very  next  day  after  he  had  taken  it.  to 
cleanse  it,  and  to  perform  their  accustomed 
sacrifices.  Moreover,  he  made  Hyrcanus 
high-priest,  as  one  tliat  not  only  in  other 
respects  -hail  shovvn  great  alaerit) ,  on  his  side, 
during  the  siege,  but  as  he  bad  been  the  means 
of  hindering  the  omititude  that  was  in  the 
country  from  figbtaig  for  Aristubulus,  which 
they  were  otherwise  very  reaily  to  have  done ; 
by  which  means  he  acted  the  part  of  a  good 
general,  and  reconciled  the  people  to  biui  mure 
by  benevolence  than  by  terror.  Now  among 
the  captives,  Aristobulus's  father-in-law  was 
taken,  who  was  also  bis  uncle:  so  those  that 
were  the  most  guilty  he  punished  with  decol- 
lation; but  rewarded  Kaustus,  and  those  with 


worship  that  were  •ppoiiited  by  their  law;  for  him  that  had  fought  so  bravely,  with  glorious 
it  was  in  the  third  mouth  of  the  siege  before  presents;  and  laid  a  tribute  upon  the  country, 
the  Romans  could  even  with  great  difficulty  and  upon  Jerusalem  itself, 
overthrow  one  of  the  towers,  and  get  into  the  7.  He  also  took  away  from  the  nation  all 
temple.  Now  he  that  tirst  of  all  ventured  to  those  cities  they  had  formerly  taken,  and  that 
get  over  the  wall,  was  Faustus  Cornehus,  the  belonged  to  Celesyria,  and  made  them  subject 
sou  of  Sylla;  and  next  after  him  were  two  to  him  that  was  at  that  time  appointed  to  be 
centurions,  Furius  and  Fabius;  and  every ,  the  Koniaii  president  there,  and  reduced 
one  of  these  was  followed  by  a  cohort  of  his  |  Judea  within  its  [iroper  bounds.  He  also 
own,  who  encompassed  the  Jews  on  all  sides,  I  rebuiltf  Gadara,  that  bad  been  demolished  by 
and  slew  them;  some  of  them  as  they  were  I  the  Jews,  in  order  to  graiily  one  Demetrius, 
running  for  shelter  to  the  temple,  and  others  ,  who  was  of  Gailura,  and  was  one  of  his  o«  n 


they,   for  a   while,   fought  in  their  own 
defence. 

5.  And  now  did  many  of  the  priests,  even 
when  they  saw  their  enemies  assailing  them 


freed-iiien.  He  also  niatle  other  cities  free 
from  their  dominion,  that  lay  in  the  midst  of 
the  country, — ^siich,  I  mean,  as  they  bad  not 
demohshed    before    that   time;    Hippos,    and 


with  swords  in  their  hands,  without  any  dis-i  Scythopolis,  as  also  Pella,  and  Samaria,  and 
turbance,  go  on  with  their  divine  worship,' Marissa;  and  besides  these,  Asbdod,  and  J.iin- 
and  were  slain  while  they  were  otfering  their  nia,  and  Arethusa;  and  in  hke  manner  dealt 
drink-otferings  and  burning  their  incense,  as  he  with  the  maritime  ciues  Gaza,  and  Joppa, 
preferring  the  duties  about  their  wor.-hip  to  and  Dora,  and  that  which  was  anciently  called 
God  before  their  own  preservation.  The ,  Strato's  Tower,  but  was  afterward  rebuilt, 
greatest  part  of  them  were  slain  by  their  own  j  with  the  most  inagnifieent  edifices,  and  had 
countrymen  of  the  adverse  faction,  and  an  its  name  changed  to  tiesarea,  by  king  Herod, 
innumerablemultituile  threw  themselvesdowii!  All  which  he  restored  to  their  own  citizens, 
precipices;  nay  some  there  were  who  were  so!  and  put  them  under  the  province  ot   Syria 


distracted  among  the  insuperable  ditTiciilties 
they  were  under,  that  they  set  fire  to  the 
buildings  that  were  near  to  the  wall,  and  were 


which  province,  together  with  Jnilea,  anil  the 

countries  as  far  as  Egypt  ami  Euphrates,  he, 

committed  to  Scaurus  as  their  governor,  and 


burnt  together  with  them.     Now  of  the  Jews  gave  him  two  legions  to  support  him;    while 
were    slain    twelve    thousand;    but    of    the 

Romans  verv  few  were  slain,  but  a  greater  •  Tho»  «ay«  Tftciiusi—Cn-Pompeius  first  of  all  sob- 

nuinlier  was  wounnen.  c....p.if»t,  Hi,i  b.v.ci.u.    .Snr  d,J  he  luuch  anj  uf  in 

6.    But  there  was  nothing  that  aiiected  the    riches,  as  has  been  observed  on  Ihe  parallel  place  ol  the 

nation  so  much,  in  the  calamities  thev  were   Aniiqunies.  b.  ii»  ch  lyvct  4.  ■..ii  or  cicem  himself. 

,  .1.    .  -L    ■     I.    1        1  u'   u  u    J        +  The  coin  of  tbis  l^adara.  slill  e\tanL  wnb  its  riatfr 

then  under,  as  that  their  holy  place,  which  had   ,,„„  ,„„  ^^^_  „  ^  „„jj„  ^„j„  „,.  „,  ,„„  i„  rebuiWing 
been  hitherto  seen  by  none,  should  be  laid  by  Fumpcy.  as  spaobciui  b.re  assures  ui. 


664 


WARS  OK  THE  JEWS, 


.»    BOOK  I. 


he  made  all  the  ha<^e  be  could  himself  to  go 
through  Cilicia,  in  his  way  to  Rome,  having 
Aristobulus  and  his  children  along  with  him, 
as  his  captives.  They  were  two  daugbters 
and  two  sons;  the  one  of  which  sons,  Alex- 
ander, ran  away  as  he  was  going;  but  the 
yo'jiiger,  Antigonus,  with  his  sisters,  were 
carried  to  Home. 


CHAPTER  VIIL 

ALEXANDER,  THE  SOS  OF  ABISTOBL'LCS,  WHO 
EAS  AWaY  from  fOMPEY,  HAKES  AN  EXPE- 
DITION AGAINST  HYBCASCS;  BUT,  BEING 
OVXBCOME  BY  GABINICS,  HE  DLLIVERS  UP 
THE  FOETBESSES  TO  HIM.  AFTER  THIS, 
ARISTOBULUS  ESCAPES  FROM  ROME,  AND 
GATHERS  AN  ARMY  TOGVHER;  BUT  BEING 
BEATEN  BY  THE  ROMANS,  HE  IS  BROUGHT 
BACK  TO  ROME;  WITH  OTHER  THINGS 
DELATING  TO  GABINIUS,  CRASSUS,  AND 
CASSIUS. 

§  I.  In  the  mean  time,  Scaurus  made  an 
expedition  into  Arabia,  but  was  stopped  by  tbe 
ditticulty  of  the  places  about  Petra.  liow- 
ever,  be  laid  waste  tde  country  about  Peiia, 
though  even  there  he  was  under  great  hard- 
ship, for  his  army  was  alHicted  with  famine. 
In  order  to  supply  which  want,  Hyrcajius 
alfurded  hiia  some  assistance,  and  sent  him 
pruvi>uins  by  the  means  of  Antipater;  whom 
aUo  Scaurus  sent  to  Aretas,  as  one  well  ac- 
quiiuited  with  him,  to  induce  him  to  pay  him 
money  to  buy  his  peace.  The  king  of  Ara- 
bia complied  with  tbe  proposal,  and  gave  him 
three  hundred  talents;  upon  which  Scaurus 
dre^v  tis  army  out  of  Arabia.* 

2.  Uut  as  lor  Alexander,  that  son  of  Aris- 
tobulus who  ran  away  from  Puinpey,  in  some 
titue  he  got  a  considerable  band  of  men 
together,  and  lay  heavy  upon  Hyrcanus,  and 
overran  Judea,  and  was  Ukely  to  overturn 
him  quickly;  and  indeed  he  had  come  to 
Jerusalem,  and  had  ventured  to  rebuild  its 
wail  that  was  thrown  down  by  Fompey,  had 
not  Gabinius,  who  was  sent  as  successor  to 
braurus  into  Syria,  shown  his  bravery,  as  in 
many  other  points,  so  in  making  an  expedi- 
tion against  Alexander ;  who,  as  be  was 
atraid  that  he  would  attack  him,  so  he  got 
together  a  large  army,  composed  of  ten  thou- 
sand armed  footmen,  and  tilteen  hundred 
horsemen.  Ue  also  built  walls  about  proper 
pluces;    AJexandrium,    and    Hyrcaiiium,  and 

•  Take  the  like  attestation  to  llw  truth  of  this  pub- 
iDis&ioii  of  Arela$,  king  ul  Arabia,  to  Scaurus  the  Uoman 
gifoeraU  ia  the  words  ol  iJean  Aldncti.  "  Hence  (:>ay9 
he)  u  derived  that  old  and  famous  lieoahus  belua4iD;< 
to  me  Lmitian  lamit)  l^rei-reseiiled  in  ila^rrcauip's  ttii- 
tionj,  wbereiii  Arrias  apptrars  in  a  posiurt*  ol  supphca- 
tiun,  aud  (uAiutc  bold  ul  a  camvl'd  bridle  witii  lus  kft 
li4Dd,  aud  uilu  liis  rijiflit  hand  presenhi)<  a  braih-h  vi 
tiic  Itai>kiDC<iiM:-lree.  M.tl)  Uii»  MiKnpiiun  ;  >I..slA(.- 
KtS  LX   &.  V.i  and  btrueatK  Hi.X   AKtrA£h<* 


Macherus,   that  lay  upon  the  mountains  of 
Arabia. 

3.  However,  Gabinius  sent  before  hiiB 
Marcus  Antonius,  and  followed  himself  with 
his  whole  army;  but  for  the  select  body  of 
soldiers  that  were  about  Antipater,  and 
another  body  of  Jews  under  the  command  of 
Malicbus  and  Pitholaus,  these  joined  them- 
selves to  those  captains  that  were  about  Alar- 
cus  Antonius,  and  met  Alexander;  to  which 
body  came  Gabinius  with  his  main  army  soon 
afterward;  and  as  Alexander  was  not  able  to 
sustain  the  charge  of  tbe  enemies'  forces, 
now  they  were  joined,  he  retired.  But  when 
he  was  come  near  to  Jerusalem,  be  was  forced 
to  tight,  and  ?~'t  six  thousand  men  in  the 
battle;  three  thousand  of  whom  fell  down 
dead,  and  three  thousand  were  t<tken  alive ; 
so  be  ded  with  tbe  remainder  to  Alexandrium. 
I  4.  Now,  when  Gabinius  was  come  fo  Alex- 
andrium, because  be  found  a  great  many  there 
encamped,  be  tried,  by  promising  them  par- 
don for  their  former  otfeiices,  to  induce  them 
to  come  over  to  him  betbre  it  came  to  a  tight; 
but  when  they  would  hearken  to  no  terms  of 
I  accommodation,  he  slew  a  great  nuiitber  of 
them,  and  shut  up  a  great  number  of  them 
in  tbe  citadel.  Mow  Marcus  Antunius,  their 
leader,  blgnalized  himself  in  this  battle,  who, 
as  he  always  showed  great  courage,  so  diit  he 
never  show  it  ^o  much  as  now;  but  Gabi- 
nius, leaving  forces  to  take  the  atadel,  went 
away  himself,  and  settled  the  cities  that  had 
nut  been  deinolitibed,  and  rebuilt  those  tlmt 
bad  been  destroyed.  Accordingly,  upon  bis 
injunction,  tbe  following  cities  were  rebtored: 
—  Scytbopolis,  Samaria,  Aiithedon,  ApoUo- 
nia,  Jumiiia,  liapbia,  Marissa,  Adoreus,  Ga- 
Diala,  Aahdod,  and  many  others;  while  a 
great  number  of  men  readily  ran  to  each  o* 
them,  and  became  their  inhabitants. 

o.    When  Gibinius  had  taken  care  of  tb«»e 
cities,     he    returned    to    Alexandrium,    and 
<  pressed  on   the   siege.     So  whtn  Alexander 
j  despaired  of  ever  obtaining  the  government,  he 
I  sent  ambassadors  to  biin,  and  prayed  him  to 
'  forgive    what    be   had   otfeiided    him  in,  and 
gave  up  to  him  the  remaining  fortresses,  Hyr- 
caiiium and  Macherus,  as  he  put  Alexandrium 
into  his  bands  afterwards:  all  which  Gabinius 
demolished,  at  the  persuasion  of  Alexander's 
I  mother,   that  they  luigbt  not  be   receptacles 
of  men  in  a  second  war.      She  was  now  there, 
:  in    order    to    mollify    Gabinius,    out    of    her 
concern  for  her  relations  that  were  captives 
at   Home,   which  were  her  husband  and  her 
, other  children.     Alter  this,  Gabinius  brought 
I  Hyrcanus  to  Jerusalem,  and  committed    the 
'care  of  the  temple  to  him;  but  ordained  tbe 
{  political  government  to  be  by  an  aristocnu-y. 
I  He    also  parted   the  whole  nation    into   live 
I  cunvejttiuns,  assigning  one  portion  to  Jerusa- 
Icm,  another  to  Gadara,  thai  another  should 
belong  to  Amathus,  a  tourth  to  Jeiicbo,  and 
.  to  tbe  lilth  division  was  allotted  Sepphoris,  & 
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city  of  Galilee.  So  the  people  were  glad  to 
be  thus  freed  from  iiionarcbical  government, 
and  were  overned  for  the  future  by  an  aris- 
tocracy. 

6.  Vet  did  Aristobulus  afford  a  new  foun- 
dation for  other  disturbances.  He  fled  away 
from  Home,  and  got  together  again  many  of 
the  Jews  that  were  desirous  of  a  change,  such 
As  had  borne  an  affection  to  hlni  of  ohl;  and 
when  be  had  taken  Alexandriuin  in  the  tirst 
place»  he  attempted  to  build  a  wall  about  it; 
but  us  soon  as  Gabinius  had  sent  an  urn)y 
against  him  under  Siseiina,  Antonius,  and 
Servitius,  he  was  aware  of  it,  and  retreated 
to  Macherus.  And  as  fur  the  unprotitable 
multitude,  he  dismissed  them,  and  only  marched 
on  with  those  that  were  armed,  being  to 
the  number  of  eight  thousand,  among  whom 
was  Pitholaus,  who  had  been  the  lieutenant 
Bt  Jerusalem,  but  deserted  to  Aristobulus 
with  a  thousand  of  his  men:  so  the  Romans 
followed  him,  and  when  il  came  to  a  battle, 
Aristobulus's  party  for  a  long  time  fought 
courageoubly;  but  at  length  they  were  over- 
home  hy  tlie  Romans,  and  of  them  live  thou- 
sand felt  dead,  und  about  two  thous;tnd  tied 
to  a  certain  little  hill,  but  tlie  thousand  that 
rctDaiued  with  Aristobidus  brake  through  the 
Koman  army,  and  inaict^'d  together  to  Ma- 
vht-rus^  and,  when  the  king  had  lodgt-d  the 
first  night  on  its  ruins,  he  was  in  hopes  ot 
ruitiing  another  army,  if  the  war  would  but 
cea^e  a  while;  accordingly,  he  fortilied  that 
slrong-hultl,  though  it  was  done  after  a  poor 
manner.  But  the  Romans  falling  upon  him, 
be  resisted,  even  beyond  his  abilities,  for  two 
days,  and  then  was  taken,  and  brought  a  pri- 
boner  to  Gabinius,  with  Antigonus  his  son, 
who  had  tied  away  tugether  with  him  from 
Home;  iuid  from  (jabinius  he  was  carried  to 
Uume  again.  W'^hercfure  the  senate  put  him 
under  contineaient,  but  returned  his  children 
hack  to  Judea,  because  Gabinius  informed 
them  by  letters,  that  he  had  promised  Aristo- 
bulus's  mother  to  do  so,  for  her  delivering 
the  fortresses  up  to  him. 

7.  But  now,  as  Gabinius  was  marching  to 
the  war  against  the  Parthians,  he  was  hindered 
by  Ptolemy,  whom,  upon  his  return  from 
Euphrates,  he  brought  back  into  Egvpt, 
making  use  of  Hyrcanus  and  Antipater  to 
provide  every  thing  that  was  necessary  for  this 
expedition;  for  Antipater  furnished  him  with 
mom*y, and  weapons,  and  corn,  and  auxiliaries; 
he  aUo  prevailed  with  the  Jews  that  were 
there,  and  guarded  the  avenues  at  Pelusium, 
to  Jet  them  pass.  But  now,  upon  Gabinius 's 
absence,  the  other  part  of  Syria  was  in  mo- 
tion, and  Alexander,  the  son  of  Aristobulus, 
brought  the  Jews  to  revolt  again.  Accord- 
ingly, he  got  together  a  very  great  army,  and 
set  about  killing  all  the  Kotnans  that  were  in 
the   country;    hereupon  Gabinius  was  afraid 

■  (tor  be  was  come  back  already  out  of  Egypt, 
and  ol>lij;ed.  t^  cooi<e  back  quickly  b^-  these 


tumults),  and  sent  Antipater,  who  prevailed 
with  some  of  the  revolters  to  be  quiet.  How- 
ever, thirty  thousand  still  continued  with 
Alexander,  who  was  himself  eager  to  ficht 
also;  accordingly,  Gabinius  went  out  to  tight, 
when  the  Jews  met  him;  and,  as  the  battle 
was  fought  near  Mount  Tubor,  ten  thousand 
ot  them  were  slain,  and  the  rest  of  the  mul- 
titude dispersed  themselves,  and  lied  away. 
So  Gabinius  came  to  Jerusalem,  and  settled 
the  government  as  Antipater  woulil  have  it; 
thence  be  marched,  and  fought,  and  beat  the 
Nubateans:  as  for  Mithridateii  and  Orsanes, 
who  ded  out  of  Parthia,  he  sent  tiiem  away 
privately,  but  gave  il  out  among  the  soldiers 
that  they  had  run  away. 

8.  In  the  mean  time,  €rassU3  came  as  suc- 
cessor to  Gabinius  in  Syria.  He  took  away 
all  the  rest  of  the  gold  belonging  to  the  tem- 
ple of  Jerusalem,  in  order  to  furnish  himself 
for  his  expedition  agiunst  the  Parthians.  He 
also  took  away  the  two  thousand  talents  which 
Pompey  had  not  touched  ;  but  when  he  bad 
passed  over  Euphrates,  he  perished  himself, 
and  his  army  with  him;  concerning  which 
atfairs  this  is  not  a  proper  time  to  speak  [more 
largely]. 

y.  But  now  Cassius,  after  Crassus  put  a 
stop  to  the  Parthians,  who  were  marching,  in 
order  to  enter  Syria.  Cassius  had  fled  into 
that  province,  und  when  he  had  taken  posses 
sion  of  the  same,  be  n^ade  a  hasty  march  into 
Judea;  and,  upon  ids  taking  Taiichex,  he 
carried  thirty  thousand  Jews  into  slavery.  He 
also  slew  Pitholaus,  who  had  supported  the 
seditious  followers  of  Atistobuius;  and  it 
was  Antipater  who  advikcd  him  so  to  do. 
Now  this  Antipater  mairied  a  wife  of  an  emi- 
nent family  among  the  Arabians,  whose  name 
WHS  Cyprus,  and  hud  four  sons  born  to  him 
by  her,  Phiuiaelus  and  Huroii,  whu  was  afler- 
wardn  king,  und  besides,  Joseph  and  Pheroras; 
anil  he  bud  a  duujjhter,  whose  name  was 
Salome.  Now,  as  he  made  himself  friends' 
among  the  men  of  power  everywhere,  by  the 
kind  odices  he  did  them,  and  the  hospitable 
manner  that  he  treated  them;  so  did  he  con- 
tract tiie  greatest  friendship  with  the  king  of 
Arabia,  by  marrying  his  relation;  insomuch 
that  when  he  made  war  with  Aristobulus,  he 
sent  and  intrusted  his  children  witb  hiiii.  So, 
when  Cassms  had  forced  Alexander  to  come 
to  terms  and  to  be  quiet,  he  returned  to  Eu- 
phrates, in  order  to  prevent  the  Parthians 
from  repassing  it;  concerniug  which  uiattej' 
we  shall  speak  elsewhere.* 

•  Tbi»  citAtioD  u  DOW  w&ntlfi^ 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

ABISTOBULCS  IS  TAKEN  OFF  BY  POUTEY's 
FRIENDS,  AS  IS  HIS  SON  ALEXANDEIl  DY 
SCiriO.  ANTIPATEK  CCLTIVATES  A  FRIEND- 
SHIP WITH  Ci£SAB,  AFTEtt  POMI'EY's  DEATH  ; 
HE  ALSO  PERFOKMS  GREAT  ACTIONS  IS  THAT 
WAR,  WHEREIN  HE  ASSISTED  UITURIDATES. 

§  I.  Now,  upon  the  flight  of  Pompey  and 
o^"  the  senate  beyond  the  Ionian  Sea,  Cjesiir 
got  Home  and  the  empire  under  his  power, 
aird  released  Aristobulus  from  his  bonds.  He 
al>o  coninjitted  two  legions  to  him,  and  sent 
bini  ill  hasite  into  Syria,  as  hoping  that  by  hii 
ineaiis  be  sboulil  easily  conquer  that  country, 
and  the  parts  aijjoiiiing  to  Judea.  But  envy 
prevented  any  elfect  of  Ariotobulus's  alacrity 
and  the  hopes  of  Cxsar;  for  he  was  taken  ulT 
by  poison  given  him  by  those  of  Pompey *s 
party;  and,  for  a  long  while,  he  had  not  so 
much  as  a  burial  vouchsafed  him  in  his  own 
country;  but  his  dead  body  lay  [above 
ground],  preserved  in  honey,  until  it  was  sent 
to  the  Jews  by  Antony,  in  order  to  be  buried 
in  the  royal  sepulchres. 

*2.  His  son  Alexander  also  was  beheaded 
by  Scipio  at  Antioch,  and  that  by  the  com- 
mand of  Pompey,  and  upon  an  accusation 
laid  against  hint  before  his  tribunal,  lor  the 
mischiefs  he  had  done  to  the  Romans.  But 
Ptolemy,  the  son  of  Menneu*,  who  was  then 
ruler  of  Chalcis,  under  Libanus,  took  his 
brethren  to  him,  by  sending  bis  son  Pbilippio 
for  them  to  Ascalon;  who  took  Antigonus, 
as  well  as  his  sisters,  away  from  Aristobulus's 
wife,  and  brought  them  to  his  father;  and 
{ailing  in  love  with  the  younger  daughter,  he 
married  her,  and  was  afterward  sla:n  by  his 
father  on  her  account;  for  Ptolemy  himself, 
after  he  had  slain  his  son,  married  her,  whose 
name  was  Alexandra;  on  account  of  which 
marriage,  he  took  the  greater  care  of  her 
brother  and  sister. 

3.  Now,  after  Pompey  whs  dead,  Antipa- 
ter  changed  sides,  and  cultivated  a  friendship 
with  Caesar.  And,  since  Slithridates  of  Per- 
gamus,  with  the  forces  he  led  against  I'Vypti 
»-dS  exduiied  from  the  avenues  about  Pelu- 
sium,  and  was  forced  to  stay  at  Ascalon,  be 
persuaded  the  Arabians  among  whom  he  had 
lived,  to  assist  him,  and  came  himself  to  him, 
at  the  head  of  three  thousand  men.  He  also 
encouraged  the  men  of  power  in  Syria  to 
come  to  his  assistance;  as  aUo  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Libanus,  Ptolemy,  and  Jamblicus, 
and  another  Ptulemy;  by  which  means  the 
cities  of  that  country  came  readily  into  tins 
war;  insomuch  that  Mithridates  ventured 
now,  in  dependence  upon  the  additional 
strength  that  he  had  gotten  by  Antipater,  to 
march  forward  to  Pelusium;  and  when  th-y 
refused  him  a  passage  through  it,  he  besieged 


the  cfty;  in  the  attack  of  which  place,  Anti- 
pater principally  signalized  himself,  for  iie 
brought  down  that  part  of  the  wall  which  WiJ 
over-against  him,  and  leaped  first  of  ail  into 
the  city,  with  the  men  that  were  about  him. 

4.  Thus  was  Pelusium  taken,  liut  still, 
as  they  were  marching  on,  those  Egyptian 
Jews  that  inhabited  the  country,  called  the 
country  of  Onias,  stopped  them.  Then  did 
Antipater  persuade  them  not  only  not  to  stop 
them,  but  to  atford  provisions  for  their  army; 
on  which  account  even  the  people  about 
Memphis  would  not  fight  against  them,  but, 
of  their  own  accord,  joined  Mithridates. 
Whereupon  he  went  round  about  Delta,  and 
fought  the  rest  of  the  Egyptians  at  a  place 
called  the  Jews'  Camp:  nay,  when  he  was  in 
danger  in  the  battle  with  all  his  right  wing, 
Antipater  wheeled  alMut,  and  came  along  the 
bank  of  the  river  to  him;  for  be  had  beaten 
those  that  opposed  him  as  he  led  the  left  wing. 
'  After  which  success  he  fell  upon  those  that 
pursued  Mithridates,  and  slew  a  great  many 
of  thcin,  and  pursued  the  remainder  so  far, 
that  he  took  their  camp,  while  he  lost  no  more 
than  fourscore  of  bis  own  men;  as  Mithrida- 
tes lost,  during  the  pursuit  that  was  made 
'  af^er  him,  about  eight  hundred.  He  was  also 
himself  saved  unexpectedly,  and  became  an 
unieproacbable  witness  to  Cxsar  of  the  great 
actions  of  Antipater. 

o.  Whereupon  CKsar  encouraged  Antipa- 
ter to  undertake  other  hazardous  enterprise* 
for  him,  and  that  by  giving  him  great  com- 
mendations and  hopes  of  reward.  In  all 
which  enterprises  he  readily  exposed  himself 
to  many  dangers,  and  became  a  most  coura- 
geous warrior;  and  had  many  wounds  ail  over 
I  his  body,  as  demonstrations  of  his  valour. 
I  And  when  Caesar  had  settled  the  alTairs  of 
Egypt,  and  was  returning  into  Syria  again, 
he  gave  him  the  privilege  of  a  Roman  citizen, 
and  freedom  from  taxes,  and  rendered  him 
an  object  of  admiration  by  the  honours  and 
marks  of  friendship  he  bestowed  upon  him. 
j  On  this  account  it  was  that  he  also  confirmed 
Hyrcanus  in  the  high-priesthood. 


CH.\^PTER  X. 

CJC.S.\B.  MAKES  ANTIPATER  PROCCBATOR  0» 
JUDEA;  AS  DOES  ANTIPATER  APPOINT  PHA- 
SAELUS  TO  BE  GOVERNOR  OF  JEBfSALEM, 
AXD  HEROD  GOTERNOR  OF  GALILEE;  WHO, 
I.N  SOME  TIME,  WAS  CALLED  TO  ANSWEa 
FOR  HIMSELF  [BEFORE  THE  SANHEDRIM], 
WHERE  HE  IS  ACKflTTED.  SEXTl'S  C^SAK 
IS  TREACHEROUSLY  KILLED  BY  BAS&liS, 
AND   IS  SUCCEEDED  BY    MABCUI. 


§  I.  About  this  time  it  was  that  Antigonus, 
the  son  of  Aristobulus,  came  to  Cxsar,  aid 
became,  in  a  surprising  manner,  the  occasioii 
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therein ;  where  he  partly  threatened,  and  partly 

advised,  every  one,  and  told  them  that,  in  case 

they  would  submit  to  Hyrcanus,  they  would 

live   happily  and  peaceably,  and  enjoy  what 

they  possessed,  and  that  with  viniversal  peace 

and  quietness;  but  that,  in  rase  they  hearkened 

to  such  as  bad  some  frigid  hopes,  by  raising 

new  troubles,  to  get  themselves  some  gain, 

they  should  then  tind  him  to  be  their  lord, 

instead  of  their  procurator,  and  find  Hyrcanus 

to  be  a  tyrant,  instead  of  a  king,— and  both 

the  Romans  and  Ciesar  to  be  their  eneuiiej, 

insteaii  of  rulers;  for  that  they  would  notsulfer 

him    to    be    removed    from  the  government, 

whom  they  had  made  their  governor;  anil,  at 

the  same  time  that  he  said  this,  he  settled  the 

u;id  in  order  to  gain  pardon  for  their  friend-   affairs  of  the  cou[itry  by  himself,  because  he 

ship  to  [his  enemy]  Pompey.  I  saw  that  Hyrcanus  was  inactive,  and  not  fit 

i.    Hereupon    Antipater    threw   away   his    to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom.     So  he 

garments,  and  showed  the  multitude  of  the    constituted  his  eldest  son,  Phasaelus,  governor 

wouinis  he  had,  and  said,  that  as  to  his  good-    of  Jerusalem,  and  of  the  parts  about  it;    he 


cf  AnHpater's  farther  advancement;  for, 
whereas  he  ought  to  have  lamented  that  his 
firber  appeared  to  have  been  poisoned  on 
account  of  his  quarrels  with  Pompey,  and  to 
have  complained  of  Scipio's  barbarity  towards 
hiss  brother,  and  not  to  mix  any  invidious  pas- 
tion  when  suing  for  mercy;  instead  of  those 
things,  he  cjme  before  Cssar,  and  accused 
Hyrcanus  and  Antipater,  how  they  bad  driven 
him  and  his  brethren  entirely  out  of  their 
native  country,  and  had  acted  in  a  great  many 
instjiMCes  unjustly  and  extravagantly  with 
regard  to  their  nation;  and  that  as  to  the 
Assistance  they  had  sent  him  into  Egypt,  it 
was  not  done  out  of  good-will  to  him,  but  out 
of  the  fear  they  were  in  from  former  quarrels. 


will  to  Ciesar,  he  had  no  occasion  to  say  a 
word,  because  his  body  cried  aloud,  though 
he  said  nothing  himself:  that  he  wondered  at 

.      .  ^.  .  I  -t       I   _     „.  .  -     l: IC 


also  sent  his  next  son,  Herod,  who  was  very 
voung,'  with  equal  authority  into  Galilee. 
5.    Kow  Herod   was    an    active    man,  and 


Antigonus's  boldness,   while  he  was    himself   soon    found    proper    materials    ftir  his  active 


no  other  than  the  son  of  an  enemy  to  the 
Romans,  and  of  a  fugitive,  and  had  it  by  inhe- 
ritance from  his  father  to  be  fond  of  innova- 
tions and  seditions,  that  he  should  undertake 
to  accuse  other  men  before  the  Roman  gover- 
nor, and  endeavour  to  gain  some  advantages 
to  himself,  when  he  ought  to  be  contented  that 


spirit  to  work  upon.  As  therefore  he  found 
that  Hezekias,  the  head  of  the  robbers,  ran 
over  the  neighbouring  parts  of  Syria  with  a 
great  band  of  men,  he  caught  hiin  and  slew 
him,  and  many  more  of  the  rubbers  with  him; 
which  exploit  was  chiefly  grateful  to  the 
Syrians,  insomuch  that  hymns  were  sung  in 


he  was  suffered  to  live;  for  that  the  reason  of  Herod's  commendation,  both  in  the  villages 
bis  desire  of  governing  public  affairs,  was  not :  and  in  the  cities,  as  having  procured  their 
so  much  because  he  was  in  want  of  it,  but  j  quietness,  and  having  preserved  what  they 
because,  if  he  could  once  obtain  the  same,  he  '  possessed  to  them;  on  which  occasion _  be 
might  stir  up  a  sedition  among  the  Jews,  and  became  acquainted  with  Sextus  C;Esar,  a  kins- 
use  what  he  should  gain  from  the  Romans,  '  man  of  the  great  C;esar,  and  president  of 
io  the  disservice  of  those  that  gave  it  him.  '  Syria.  A  just  emulation  of  his  glorious  actions 
3.  When  C*sar  heard  this,  he  declared  excited  Phasaelus  also  to  imitate  him.  Aecor- 
Hyrcanus  to  be  the  most  worthy  of  the  high-  dingly,  be  procured  the  good-will  of  the  inha- 
priesthood,  and  gave  leave  to  Antipater  to  bitanls  of  Jerusalem,  by  his  own  management 
choose  what  authority  he  pleased;  but  he  left  of  the  city  affairs,  and  did  not  abuse  his  power 
the  determination  of  such  dignity  to  him  that  in  any  disagreeable  manner;  whence  it  came 
bestowed  the  dignity  upon  him;  so  he  was  con-  to  pass  that  the  nation  paid  Antipater  the 
ftituted  procurator  of  all  Judea,  and  obtained  respects  that  were  due  only  to  a  king,  and  the 
leave,  moreover,  to  rebuild*  those   walls  of  honours  they  all  yielded  him  were  equal  to 


his  country  that  had  been  thrown  down 
These  honorary  grants  Cssar  sent  orders  to 
have  engraved  in  the  Capitol,  that  they  might 
stand  there  as  indications  of  his  own  justice, 
ind  of  the  virtue  of  Antipater. 


the  honours  due  to  an  absolute  lord;  yet  did 
he  not  abate  any  p?rt  of  that  good-will  or 
fidelity  which  he  owed  to  Hyrcanus. 

6.    However,   he   found   it   impossible    to 
escape  envy  in  such  his  prosperity:    for  the 


4.  But  as  soon  as  Antipater  had  conducted  glory  of  these  young  men  affected  even  Hyr- 
C.-esar  out  of  Syria  he  returned  to  Judea,  and  canu*  himself  already  privately,  though  he 
>he  first  thing  he  did,  was  to  rebuild  that  wall  saiii  nothing  of  it  to  any  body;  but  what  he 
of  his  own  country  [Jerusalem],  which  Pom-  priiici|.,illy  was  grieved  at  was  the  great  actions 
pey  had  overthrown,  and  then  to  go  over  the  '  of  Herod,  and  that  so  many  messengers  came 
country,  and  to  quiet  the  tumults  that  were    one  before  another,  and  informed  him  ot  the 

ereat    reputation    he  got  in  all  his   underta- 

•   VMiat  is  here  noted  by  Hudson  and  Spanhirim,  tliat    7.  »  ,  ? ,xof.r^lu  in    th» 

Ihi,  erant  uf  leave  10  rei'u.ld  the  walls  of  ihe  c.i.es  of  kings.  There  were  alsO  niany  people  m  tne 
iodea  waA  made  hv  Julius  CiBsar.  ntiT  as  iiere  10  Aniipa-    roval  palace  itself  who  inflamed  his  envy  at 

t,r,  but  to  ll>..ann,  (An.iq  b.  xii-  ch.  viiL  sect.  .5).  haa  I  ,  .^      ^  j  _^         [^      ^^.^^g    obstructed   in 

hardly-inappearaoeeufacontnMlle.tion:  Anlipalerbeing     »"'"  ,    ^  » 

now  perhaps  considered  oi.lv  as  Hvrcanus's  deputy  and  .  ,  ^  .  t    ,  »  k  .- -k  -;. 

Minliler,  a  Ihoucb  h.  alterward.  made  a  csplier  of  H>r-  +  Or  26  sears  of  ase.  Ss-e  note  on  Anl.q.bM.ch^U. 
„3Us.  ar,d.  unler  .real  decency  of  behaviour  to  him,  sect  J,  and  on  l..,iv.ch  .1  *.ct.2:  and  Of  the  War,  b.i 
■  Iwt  the  real  .^ll.t    U  to  UiinMlt  cb  xi  sect  6;  and  IMlb.  b.xvii.I>.  .  J5.  ^ 
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their  designs  by  the  prudence  cither  of  the 
youn^  men,  or  of  Antipater.  Tliese  men 
said,  that  by  committing  the  public  atHtirs  to 
the  management  of  Antipater  and  of  his  sons, 
he  sat  down  with  nothing  but  the  bare  name 
of  a  king,  without  any  of  its  authority;  and 
they  asked  him  how  long  be  would  so  far  mis- 
Uike  himself  as  to  breed  up  kings  against  his 
own  interest;  fortbat  they  di<l  not  now  conceal 
their  government  of  affidrs  any  longer,  but 
were  plainly  lords  of  the  nation,  and  had  thrust 
him  out  of  his  authority;  that  this  was  the 
case  when  Herod  slew  so  many  men  without 
his  giving  him  any  command  to  do  it,  either 
by  word  of  mouth  or  by  his  letter,  and  this  in 
contradiction  to  the  law  of  the  Jews;  who, 
therefore,  in  case  he  be  not  a  king,  but  a  pri- 
vate man,  still  ought  lo  come  to  his  trial,  and 
answer  it  to  him,  and  to  the  laws  of  his  coun- 
try, which  do  not  permit  any  one  to  be  killed 
till  he  had  been  condemned  in  judgment. 

7.  Now  Hyrcanus  was  by  degrees  intlamed 
witb  these  discourses,  and  at  length  could 
bear  no  longer,  but  summoned  Herod  to  take 
bis  trial.  Accordingly,  by  his  father's  a<lvice, 
and  as  soon  as  the  arfairs  of  Galilee  would 
give  him  leave,  he  came  up  [to  Jerusalem], 
when  he  had  first  placed  garrisons  in  Galilee: 
however,  he  came  with  a  suthcieilt  body  of 
soldiers,  so  many  indeed  that  he  might  not 
appear  to  have  with  him  an  army  able  to  over- 
throw Hyrcanus 's  government,  nor  yet  so  few 
as  to  expose  him  to  the  insults  of  those  that 
envied  him.  However,  Sextus  Ciesar  was  in 
fear  for  the  yuung  man,  lest  he  should  be 
taken  by  his  enemies,  and  brought  to  punish- 
ment; so  he  sent  some  lo  denounce  ex[)ressly 
to  Hyrcanus,  that  he  should  acquit  Herod  of 
the  capital  charge  against  him;  who  acc|Uitted 
bill!  accordingly,  as  being  otherwise  inclined 
alsu  so  to  do,  lor  he  loved  Herod. 

8.  Hut  Herod,  supposing  that  he  had 
escaped  punishment  without  the  consent  of 
the  king,  retired  to  Sextus,  to  Damascus,  and 
got  every  thing  ready,  in  order  not  to  obey 
Lim  if  he  should  summon  him  again;  where- 
upon those  that  were  evil -disposed  irritated 
liyrcanus,  and  told  him  that  Herod  was  gone 
away  in  auger,  and  was  prepared  to  make 
war  upon  hini;  and  as  the  king  believed  wliat 
tUey  said,  he  knew  not  what  to  do,  since  he 
saw  his  oiitagunist  was  stronger  than  he  was 
himself;  and  now,  since  Herod  was  made 
g£i»eral  of  t'tlcsyria  aiid  Samaria  by  Sextus 
Carsar,  be  was  formidable,  nut  only  from  the 
good- will  which  the  nation  bore  him,  but  by 
the  power  he  himself  had;  insomuch  that 
Hyrcanus  /ell  into  the  utmost  degree  of  ter- 
ror, and  expected  be  would  presently  inarch 
agaiust  hini  with  his  army. 

9.  Nor  was  he  mistaken  in  the  conjecture 
he  made  ;  for  Herod  got  his  army  together, 
out  of  the  anger  he  bare  him  for  his  threaten- 
ing him  with  the  accusation  in  a  public  court, 
and  led  it  to  Jerusalem,  in  order  to  throw 


Hyrcanus  down  from  hk  kingdoni ;  and  this 
he  had  soon  done,  unless  his  father  and  bro- 
ther had  gone  out  together  and  broken  the 
force  of  his  fury,  and  this  by  exhorting  him 
to  carry  his  revenge  no  farther  than  to  threat- 
ening and  affrighting,  but  to  spare  the  king, 
under  whom  be  bad  been  advanced  to  such  a 
degree  of  power;  and  that  he  ought  not  to 
be  so  much  provoked  at  his  being  tried,  as  to 
forget  to  be  thankful  that  he  was  acquitted; 
nor  so  long  to  think  upon  w  hat  was  of  a  me- 
lancholy nature,  as  to  be  ungrateful  for  his 
deliverance;  and  if  we  ought  to  reckon  that 
God  is  the  arbitrator  of  success  in  war,  an 
unjust  cause  is  of  more  disadvantage  than  an 
army  can  be  of  advantage;  and  that  there- 
fore he  ought  not  to  be  entirely  conlident  of 
success  in  a  case  where  he  is  to  fight  against 
his  king,  his  supporter,  and  one  that  had  often 
been  his  benefactor,  and  that  had  never  been 
severe  to  him  any  otherwise  than  as  he  had 
hearkened  to  evil  counsellors,  and  this  no  fur- 
ther than  by  bringing  a  shadow  of  injustice 
upon  him.  So  Herod  was  prevailed  upoa 
by  these  arguments,  and  supposed  that  what 
he  had  already  done  \\"as  sufficient  for  his 
future  hopes,  and  that  he  had  enough  shown 
his  power  to  the  nation. 

10.  In  the  mean  time,  there  was  a  distur- 
bance among  the  Romans  about  Apamia,  and 
a  civil  war  occasioned  by  the  treacherous 
slaughter  of  Sextus  Caesar,*  by  Cecilius  Bas- 
sus,  which  he  perpetrated  out  of  his  good-will 
to  Pompey;  he  also  took  the  authority  over 
his  forces;  but,  as  the  rest  of  Ciesar's  com- 
manders attacked  liassus  with  their  whole 
army,  in  order  to  punish  him  for  the  mur<ler 
of  Oae»ar,  Antipater  also  sent  them  assistance 
by  his  sons,  both  on  account  of  him  that  was 
murdered,  and  on  account  of  that  Ciesar  who 
was  still  alive,  both  of  whom  were  their 
friends;  and  as  this  war  grew  to  be  of  a  con- 
siderable length,  ^larcus  caine  out  of  Italy  as 
successor  lo  Sextus. 


CHAPTER  XL 

HEROD  IS  MADE  PKOCURATOR  OF  AIL  SYRIA; 
MALICHL'S  IS  Ai'BAlU  OF  HIM,  AND  TAKI  S 
ANTICATLU  OFF  BY  POISON:  WHEREUPilS 
THE  TUIBUM.S  OF  THE  SOLDIERS  ARE  Fafc- 
VaIELU   with  to  klLL  HIM. 

J  I.  There  was  at  this  time  a  nughty  war 
raised  among  the  Romans,  upon  the  sudueii 
and  treacherous  slaughter  of  Ciesarby  Cassius 
ami  Brutus,  after  he  had  held  the  govern- 
uieut  for   three    years    and    seven    monlBs.f 

•  Many  wTiieTi  of  the  Roman  histoff  iriTe  an  accoent 
or  mis  luurdrr  itl  ^t-xtns  Cesar,  and  <<i  the  war  of 
Apanna  upon  tht«  occaxioo.  1  hr)  ar.>  cv.e6  in  Deao 
Altlrich'5  note. 

+  In  Itle  Antiquitirt.  I>.  liv.  eh.  XL  teet.  1.  the  dura- 
tioD  of  tbe  ni^a  of  Julias   Cueaar   is   U)re«  ve«r3  tia 
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Upon  this  murder  tbere  were  very  great  agi- 
tations, and  the  great  men  were  mightily 
at  difference  one  with  another,  and  every  one 
betouk  himself  to  that  party  where  they  had 
tlie  greatest  hopes  of  advancing  themselves. 
Accordingly,  Cassius  came  into  Syria,  in  order 
to  receive  the  forces  that  were  at  Apamia, 
where  he  procured  a  reconciliation  between 
Bitssus  and  Marcus,  and  the  legions  which 
were  at  difference  with  him:  so  he  r.-iised  the 
siege  of  Apamia,  and  took  upon  him  the 
coMimaiid  of  the  army,  and  went  about  exact- 
ing tribute  of  the  cities,  and  demanding  their 
money  to  such  a  degree  as  they  were  not  abie 
to  bear. 

2.  So  he  gave  command  that  the  Jews 
should  bring  in  seven  hundred  talents:  where- 
upon Antipater,  out  of  his  dread  of  Cassius's 
threats,  parted  the  raising  of  this  sum  among 
his  sons,  and  among  others  of  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  to  be  done  immediately;  and 
among  them  be  required  one  Malichu?,  who 
was  at  enmity  with  him,  to  do  his  part  also, 
which  necessity  forced  biio  to  i\o.  Now 
Herod,  in  the  tirst  place,  mitigated  the  passion 
of  Cassiu-^,  by  bringing  his  share  out  of  Gali- 
lee, which  was  a  hundred  talents,  on  which 
account  he  was  in  the  highest  favour  with 
him;  and  when  be  reproached  the  rest  for 
being  tardy,  he  was  angry  at  the  cities  them- 
ielves;  so  he  made  slave?  of  Gophna  and 
Emmuus,  and  two  others  of  less  note:  nay, 
he  proceeded  ad  if  be  would  kill  Malichus, 
because  he  had  not  made  greater  hurite  in 
exacting  his  tribute;  but  Antipater  prevented 
the  ruin  of  this  man,  and  of  the  otlier  cities, 
and  got  into  Cassius's  favour  liy  bringing  in  u 
hundred  talents  immediately.' 

3.  However,  when  Cassius  was  gone,  Mali- 
(hus  forgot  the  kindness  that  Antipater  had 
done  him,  and  laid  frequent  plots  against  bim 
tiiat  bad  saved  him,  as  making  ha>te  to  get 
him  out  of  the  way,  who  was  an  obstacle  to 
his  wicked  practice:*;  hut  Antipater  was  so 
much  afraid  of  the  power  and  cunning  of  the 
man,  that  he  went  beyond  Jordan,  in  order  to 
get  an  army  to  guard  himself  against  his 
treaclierous  designs;  but  when  Malichus  was 
caught  in  his  plot,  be  put  upon  Antipater's 
e^His  by  his  impudence,  for  he  thoroughly 
deluded  Phasaelus,  who  was  the  guardian  of 
Jerusalem,  and  Herod,  who  was  intrusted  with 
the  weapons  of  war,  and  this  by  a  great 
many  excu&es  aud  oaths,  and  persuaded  them 

oionths;  but  here  three  years  seven  months,  brginning 
rieijlly.  siyn  Dean  Aldrich,  Irorn  hit)  secuuJ  dictAlnr^liip. 
]i  is  |irt>l>al)ie  the  re  il  duiation  nii^tit  be  three  >ears  and 
belW'-'n  six  and  seven  mouths. 

•  It  appears  evideutly  by  Josephus's  accounts,  both 
berr  and  in  hia  Antiquities  (h.  xiv.  eh.  xi.  sect  i),  that  this 
L'aspiUs.  one  of  CstSiir**  murderers,  was  a  bitter  oppres- 
lor,  and  exacter  of  tribute  in  Judeu.  '!'he«e  seven  hun- 
du-tl  Iilentb  amount  to  about  three  hundred  thuusand 
po'iDds  stTling,  and  are  ahoni  half  the  yt-arly  revenues 
of  Ik  ice  Herod  afterwiirds.  See  the  note  nn  Antiq.b.^CTii. 
cL.xi.»ei:t  4  li  also  appear*  that  Galilee  then  paid  no 
in:>rc  than  one  hundred  talents,  or  Uie  aeveaUlpArt  of  tbe 
wuin  U>  be  levL-d  \a  all  the  country.         .^^i,^!^  *  .j«^ 


[to  procure  his  reconciliation  to  his  father 
Thus  was  be  preserved  again  by  Antipater^ 

I  who  dissuaded  Marcus,  the  then  president  of 

i  Syria,  from  his  resolution  of  killing  Malichus, 
on  account  of  his  attempts  for  innovation. 

I  4.  l^pon  the  war  between  Cassius  and  Bru- 
tus on  one  side,  against  the  younger  Ciesar 

i  [Augustus]  and  Antony  on  the  other,  Cassius 
and  Marcus  got  together  an  army  out  of  Syria; 

I  and  because  Herod  was  likely  to  have  a  great 
share  in  providing  necessaries,  they  then  made 

;  him  procurator  of  all  Syria,  and  gave  him  an 
army  of  foot  and  horse.  Cassius  promised  him 
also,  that  after  the  war  was  over,  he  would 
make  bim  king  of  Judea;  but  it  eo  happened, 
that  the  power  and  hopes  of  his  son  became 
the  cause  of  his  perdition;  for,  as  Malichus 
was  ati-aid  of  this,  he  corrupted  one  of  the 
king's  cup-bearers  with  money,  to  give  a  poi- 
soned potion  to  Antipater;  so  be  became  a 
sacrifice  to  Malichus's  wickedness,  and  died  at 
a  feast.  He  was  a  man,  in  otJter  respects, 
active  in  the  management  of  affairs,  and  one 
that  recovered  the  government  to  Hyrcanus, 
and  preserved  it  in  his  hands. 

5.  However,  Malichus,  when  he  was  sus- 
pected of  poi>ioning  Antipater,  and  when  the 
multitude  was  angry  with  him  for  it,  denied 
it,  and  made  the  people  believe  he  was  not 
guilty.  He  also  prepared  to  make  a  greater 
figure,  and  raised  soldiers;  for  he  did  not 
suppose  that  Herod  would  be  quiet,  who 
indeed  came  upon  him  with  an  army  pre- 
sently, ill  order  to  rever»ge  his  father's  death; 
but,  upon  hearing  the  advice  of  his  brother 
Phasaelup,  not  to  punish  him  in  an  open  man- 
ner, lest  the  multitude  should  fall  into  a 
sedition,  he  admitted  of  Malichus's  apology, 
and  professed  that  he  cleared  him  of  the  sus- 
picion ;  he  also  made  a  pompous  funeral  for 
bis  father. 

0.  So  Herod  went  to  Samaria,  which  was 
then  in  a  tumult^  and  settletl  the  city  in 
peace;  after  which,  at  the  [l*entecost]  festi- 
val, he  returned  to  Jerusalem,  having  his 
armed  men  with  him ;  hereupon  Hyrcanus, 
at  the  request  of  Malichu:;,  who  feared  his 
approach,  torbade  them  to  introduce  foreigners 
to  mix  themselves  with  the  people  of  the 
country,  while  they  were  purifying  them- 
selves; but  Herod  despised  the  pretence, 
and  him  that  gave  that  coinn)and,  and  came 
in  by  night.  Upon  which  Malichus  came  to 
him,  and  bewailed  Antipater;  Herud  also 
niade  him  believe  [he  admitted  of  bis  lamen- 
tation as  real],  although  he  had  much  ado  to 
restrain  his  passion  at  him;  however,  he  did 
himself  bewail  the  murder  of  his  father  in  his 
letters  to  Cassius,  who,  on  other  accounts, 
aL-'o  hated  Malielius.  Cas&ius  sent  him  word 
back  that  he  should  avenge  his  father's  death 
upon  him,  and  privately  gave  order  to  the 
tribunes  tnat  were  under  him,  that  they  shouid 
assist    Hercd    in    a   righteous  actioji  he  was 
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7.  And  because,  upon  the  taking  of  Lao- 
dicea  by  Cassius,  the  men  of  power  were  got- 
leu  together  from  all  quarters,  with  presents 
and  crowns  in  their  hands,  Herod  allotted 
this  time  for  the  punishment  of  Malichus. 
When  JIalichus  suspected  that,  and  was  at 
Tyre,  he  resolved  to  withdraw  his  son  pri- 
vately from  among  the  Tyrians,  who  was  an 
hostage  there,  while  he  got  ready  to  fly  away 
into  Judea;  the  despdr  he  was  in  of  escaping 
excited  him  to  think  of  greater  things; 
for  he  hoped  that  he  should  raise  the  nation 
to  a  revolt  from  the  Romans,  while  Cassius 
was  busy  about  the  war  against  Antony,  and 
that  he  should  easily  depose  Hyrcanus,  and 
get  the  crown  for  himself. 

8.  But  fate  laughed  at  the  hopes  he  had; 
for  Herod  foresaw  what  he  was  so  zealous 
about,  and  invited  both  Uyrcanus  and  him 
to  supper ;  but  calling  one  of  the  principal 
servants  that  stood  by  him  to  him,  he  sent 
him  out,  as  though  it  were  to  get  things  ready 
for  supper,  but  in  reality  to  give  notice  be- 
forehand about  the  plot  that  was  laid  against 
bira;  accordingly,  they  called  to  mind  what 
orders  Cassius  had  given  tbem,  and  went  out 
of  the  city  with  their  swords  in  their  hands 
upon  the  sea-shore,  where  they  encompiissed 
Malichus  round  about,  and  killed  him  with 
many  wounds.  Upon  which  Hyrcanus  was 
immediately  affrighted,  till  he  swooned  away, 
and  fell  down  at  the  surprise  he  was  iit;  and 
it  was  with  difficulty  that  he  was  rccove.'-ed, 
when  he  asked  who  it  was  that  had  killed 
Malichus.  And  when  one  of  the  tribunes 
replied,  that  it  was  done  by  the  command  of 
Cassius,  "  Then,"  said  he,  "  Cassius  hath 
saved  both  me  and  my  country,  by  cutting 
otf  one  that  was  laying  plots  against  them 
both."  Whether  he  spake  according  to  bis 
own  sentiments,  or  whether  his  fear  was  such, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  coaunend  the  action 
by  saying  so,  is  uncertain;  however,  by  this 
method  Herod  inflicted  punishment  upon 
Malichus. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

fHASAELUS  IS  TOO  HARD  FOE  FELIX;  HEBOD 
ALSO  OVERCOMES  ANTIOONUS  I.N  BATTLE: 
AND  THE  JEWS  ACCUSE  BOTH  HEBOD  AND 
PHASAELUS,  BUT  ANTOMUS  ACQUITS  THEM, 
AND  MAKES  THKM  TETKABCHS. 

§  1.  When  Cassius  was  gone  out  of  Syria, 
another  sedition  arose  at  Jerusalem,  wherein 
Felix  assaulted  Phasaelus  mth  an  army,  that 
be  might  revenge  the  death  of  Malichus  upon 
Herod,  by  falling  upon  his  brother.  Now 
Herod  happened  then  to  be  with  Fabius,  the 
governor  of  Damascus,  and  as  he  was  going 
to  his  brother's  assistance,  he  was  detained 
by  sickness;  lu  the  mean  time,  Phasaelus  was 


by  himself  too  hard  for  Felix,  and  reproached 
Hyrcanus  on  account  of  his  ingratitude,  both 
for  what  assistance  he  had  afforded  MaUeh'.is, 
and  for  overlooking  Malichus's  brother,  when 
be  possessed  himself  of  the  fortresses;  for  he 
had  gotten  a  great  many  of  them  already,  and 
among  them  the  strongest  of  them  all, 
Masada. 

2.  However,  nothing  could  be  sufficient 
for  him  against  the  Ibrce  of  Herod,  who,  as 
soon  as  he  was  recovered,  took  the  other  for- 
tresses again,  and  drove  bini  out  of  Masada 
in  the  posture  of  a  supplicant;  he  also  drove 
away  Marion,  the  tyrant  of  the  Tyrians,  oat 
of  Galilee,  when  he  had  already  possessed 
himself  of  three  fortified  places;  but  as  to 
those  Tyrians  whom  he  had  caught,  he  pre- 
served them  all  alive ;  nay,  some  of  them  be 
gave  presents  to,  and  so  sent  them  away,  and 
thereby  procured  good- will  to  himself  from  the 
city,  and  hatred  to  the  tyrant.  Marion  had  in- 
deed obtained  that  tyrannical  power  of  Cassius, 
who  set  tyrants  over  all  Syria;'  and  out  of 
hatred  to  Herod  it  was  that  he  assisted  Anti- 
gonus,  the  son  of  Aristobulus,  and  princi- 
pally on  Fabius's  account,  whom  Antigonus 
bad  made  his  assistant  by  money,  and  had 
him  accordingly  on  his  side  when  he  made 
his  descent;  but  it  was  Ptolemy,  the  kins- 
man of  Antigonus,  that  supplied  ail  that  he 
wanted. 
I  3.  When  Herod  had  fought  against  these 
in  the  avenues  of  Judei,  he  was  conqueror  in 
the  battle,  and  drove  away  Antigonus,  and 
returned  to  Jerusalem,  beloved  by  every  body 
I  for  the  glorious  action  he  had  done ;  fo.' 
i  those  who  did  not  before  favour  him,  ^iV 
join  themselves  to  him  now,  because  of  bis 
marriage  into  the  fannly  of  Hyrcanus ;  for 
as  he  had  tormerly  married  a  wife  out  of  bis 
own  country  of  no  ignoble  blood,  wbo  was 
called  l>oris,  of  whom  he  begat  Antipater,  so 
did  he  now  marry  Marianint*,  the  daughter  of 
Alexander,  the  son  of  Aristobulus,  and  the 
grand-daughter  of  Hyrcanus,  and  was  become 
'  thereby  a  relation  of  the  king. 

4.  But  wfaen  Caesar  and  Antony  bad  slain 
I  Cassius  near  Philippi,  and  Cajsar  was  gone 
I  to  Italy,  and  Antony  to  Asia,  amongst  the 
'  re*t  of  the  cities  w  bich  sent  ambassadors  to 

Antony  unto  Bithynia,  the  great  mtn  of  the 
Jews  came  also,  and  accused  Phasaelus  and 
Herod,  that  they  kept  the  government  by 
force,  and  that  Hyrcanus  had  no  more  than 
an  honourable  name.  Herod  a|)peared  r>-aiiy 
to  answer  this  accusation;  and,  having  made 
Antony  his  friend  by  the  large  sums  of  money 
he  gave  him,  he  brought  him  to  such  a 
temper  as  not  to  hear  the  others  speak  against 
him;  and  thus  did  they  part  at  this  ti^ie. 

5.  However,afterthis  there  came  a  hundred 

•  Here  we  Bee  that  Cassiui  set  tyrants  over  all  Syna 
■o  thai  his  assisliD^  to  ceilroy  t  *K>ar  du,:»  i.o:  s_«.u  U> 
have  proceeiled  Irom  hil  true  Zeai  lor  |)ut,lic  liberty 
but  trura  a  deaire  to  Ue  a  tjrraut  biaii«;I. 
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of  the  principal  men  among  the  Jews  to ' 
Daphne  by  Antioch,  to  Antony,  who  was ' 
already  in  love  with  Cleopatra  to  the  degree  I 
v^  slavery;  these  Jews  put  those  men  that  I 
were  the  most  potent,  both  in  dignity  and  | 
eloquence,  foremost,  and  accused  the  bretb-  j 
ren.*  But  Alessala  opposed  them,  and  defended  j 
the  brethren,  and  that  while  Hyrcanus  stood  { 
by  him,  on  account  of  his  relation  to  them,  j 
When  Antony  bad  heard  both  sides,  he  asked  , 
liyrcanus  which  party  was  the  fittest  to 
govern;  who  replied,  that  Llerod  and  his  party 
were  the  fittest.  Antony  was  glad  of  that 
answer,  for  be  had  been  formerly  treated  in 
an  hospitable  and  obliging  manner  by  his 
father  Antipater,  when  he  marched  into  Judea 
with  Gabinius;  so  he  constituted  the  breth- 
ren tetrarchs,  and  committed  to  them  the 
government  of  Judea. 

6.  But  when  the  ambassadors  had  indig- 
nation at  this  procedure,  Antony  took  hfteen 
of  them,  and  put  them  into  custody,  whom  he 
was  also  going  to  kill  presently,  and  the  rest ' 
he  drove  away  \^  ith  disgrace;  on  which  occa- 
sion a  still  greater  tumult  arose  at  Jerusalem; 
so  they  sent  again  a  thousand  ambassadors  to 
Tyre,  where  Antony  now  abo<ie,  as  he  was 
marching  to  Jerusalem;  upon  these  men  who 
made  a  clamour,  he  sent  out  the  governor  of 
Tyre,  and  ordered  him  to  punish  ail  that  he 
could  catch  of  them,  and  to  settle  those  in  the 
administration  whom  he  had  made  tetrarchs. 

7.  But  before  this,  llerod  and  Uyrcanus 
went  out  upon  the  sea-shore,  and  eainesUy 
desired  of  these  ambassadors  that  they  would  ; 
neither  bring  ruin  upon  themselves,  nor  war  \ 
upon  their  native  country,  by  their  rash  con- 
tentions; and  when  they  grew  still  more  out-  [ 
rageous,  Antony  sent    out   armed    men,  and 
slew  a  great   many,  and  wounded   more   of 
them:  of  whom  those  that  were  slain  were  | 
buried   by  Hyrcanus,  as  were   the  wounded 
put  under  the  care  of  physicians  by  him;   yet 
would  not  those  that  had  escaped  be    quiet 
still,  but  put  the  alfairs  of  the  city  into  such 
disorder,  and  so  provoked  Ajitony,  that  he 
slew  those  whom  he  had  put  in  bonds  also. 


CHAPTER  XHL 

THE  PAKTHIANS  BEING  ANTIGONUS  BACK 
INTO  JCDEA,  AND  CAST  HTECANUS  AND 
FHASAELtIS  INTO  PRISON.  THE  PLIGHT  OP 
UEUOD,  AND  THE  TAKING  OF  JEEDSALEM, 
AND  WHAT  HTRCANHS  AND  PHASAELC8 
SDFFEBED. 

5  1.  Now  two  years  afterward,  when  Barza- 
pharnes,  a  governor  among  the  Parthians, 
and  Pacorus,  the  king's  son,  Jiad  possessed 
themsclires  of  Syria,  and  when  LysaTiias  had 

•  P1ia«ada9  fta4  UaroiL 


already  succeeded,  upon  the  death  of  his  father 
Ptolemy,  the  son  of  Menneus,  in  the  govern- 
ment [of  Cbalcis],  he  prevailed  with  the 
governor,  by  a  promise  of  a  thousand  talents, 
and  five  hundred  women,  to  bring  back 
Antigonus  to  his  kingdom,  and  to  turn  Hyr- 
canus out  of  it.  Pacorus  was  by  these  means 
induced  so  to  do,  and  marched  along  the 
sea-coast,  while  he  ordered  Barzapharnes  to 
fall  upon  the  Jews  as  he  went  along  the 
Mediterranean  part  of  the  country;  but  ot 
the  maritime  people,  the  Tyrians  would  not 
receive  Pacorus,  although  those  of  Ptolemais 
and  Sidon  had  received  him;  so  he  com- 
mitted a  troop  of  his  horse  to  a  certain 
cup-bearer  belonging  to  the  royal  family, 
of  his  own  name  [Pacorus],  and  gave  him 
orders  to  march  into  Judea,  in  order  to  learn 
the  state  of  afTdirs  among  their  enemies,  and 
to  help  Antigonus  when  he  should  want  his 
assistance. 

2.  Now,  as  these  men  were  ravaging  Car- 
mel,  many  of  the  Jews  ran  togetlier  to 
Antigonus,  and  showed  themselves  reaily  to 
make  an  incursion  into  the  country;  so  he  >enl 
them  before  into  that  place  called  Drynius 
[the  woodland],!  to  seiie  upon  the  place; 
whereupon  a  battle  was  fought  between  them; 
and  they  drove  the  enemy  away,  and  pur- 
sued them,  and  ran  after  them  as  far  as  Jeru- 
salem, and  as  their  numbers  increased,  they 
proceeded  as  iar  as  the  king's  palace;  but  aa 
Uyrcanus  and  Phasaeius  received  them  with 
a  strong  body  of  men,  there  happened  a 
battle  in  the  market-place,  in  which  Herod's 
party  beat  the  enemy,  and  shut  them  up  in 
the  temple,  and  set  sixty  men  in  the  houses 
adjoining  as  a  guard  on  them.  But  the 
people  that  were  tumultuous  against  the 
brethren  came  in  and  burnt  those  men;  while 
Herod,  in  his  rage  for  killing  them,  attacked 
and  slew  many  of  the  people,  till  one  party 
made  incursions  on  the  other  by  turns,  day 
by  day,  in  the  vfay  of  ambushes;  and  slaugh- 
ters were  made  continually  among  them. 

3.  Now,  when  that  festival  which  we  call 
Pentecost  ^vas  at  hand,  all  the  places  about 
the  temple,  and  the  whole  city  was  fdll  of  a 
multitude  of  people  that  were  come  out  of  the 
country,  and  who  were  the  greatest  part  of 
them  armed  also,  at  which  time  Phasaeius 
guarded  the  wall,  and  Herod,  with  a  few, 
guarded  the  royal  palace;  and  when  he  made 
an  assault  upon  his  enemies,  as  they  were  out 
of  their  ranks,  on  the  north  quarter  of  the 
city,  he  slew  a  very  great  number  of  them, 
and  put  them  all  to  Aight;  and  some  of  them 
he  shut  up  within  the  city,  and  others  within 
the  outward  rampart.  In  the  mean  time 
Antigonus   desired   that   Pacorus   might    be 

I 

I  4  This  lar^e  and  notrd  wood,  or  woodland,  b«)ongiDr 
i  to  Carmel,  called  Aiv-^at  b;  the  Septuai^iut.  u  meDtiooea 
I  Id  tbs  uid  'I'r »t am t; tit.  :t  Kings  xix.'i^3;  acid  Ua-xxxvii. 
j  1M{  aod  Strabo,  b.  zTi.p.7o8,  as  botb  Aldrieh  and  Spa»* 
h^n  lut*  lorasrk  verv  perUneaUy. 
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admitted  to  be  a  reconcfler  between  them ;  and 
Pb&saelus  was  prevailed  upon  to  admit  the 
Parthian  into  the  city  with  five  hundred  horse, 
and  to  treat  bim  in  an  hospitable  manner, 
who  pretended  that  he  came  to  quell  the 
tumult,  but  in  reality  he  came  to  assist  Anti- 
gonus;  however,  he  laid  a  plot  for  Phasaelus, 
ami  persuaded  him  to  go  as  an  ambassador 
to  fiurzapharnes,  in  order  to  put  an  end 
to  the  war,  although  Herod  was  very  earnest 
with  hiuj  to  the  contrary,  and  exhorted  him 
to  kill  the  plotter,  but  not  expose  bimselt'  to 
tL^  snares  be  had  laid  (or  bim,  because  the 
barbarians  are  naturally  pertidious.  Uow> 
ever,  I'acorus  went  out  and  took  Hyrcanus 
with  him,  that  be  might  be  the  less  suspected; 
he  also*  left  some  ot  the  horsemen,  called  the 
Freemen,  with  Uerod,  and  conducted  Pbasae- 
lus  »-itb  the  rest. 

4.  But  now,  when  they  were  come  to  Gali- 
lee, they  found  that  the  people  of  that  country 
bad  revolted,  and  were  in  arms,  who  came 
»tr/ cunningly  to  their  leader,  and  besought 
h:  li  to  conceal  his  treacherous  iiitentious  by 
»c  obliging  behaviour  lo  them ;  accordmgly, 
Li  at  first  made  them  presents,  and  al'terH-ard, 
as  tk  r  went  away,  laid  ambushes  tor  them  ; 
a  d  chen  they  were  come  to  one  oi  the  mari- 
tifL*  cities  called  Ecdippon,  they  perceived 
that  a  plot  was  laid  fur  them;  for  they  were 
there  informed  of  the  promise  of  a  thousand 
talents,  and  hotv  ArUigonus  had  devoted  the 
greatest  number  of  the  women  that  were  there 
with  them,  among  the  live  hundred,  to  the 
Partbiaus;  they  also  perceived  that  an  am- 
bush was  always  laid  for  tbem  by  tue  barba- 
rians in  the  night-time;  they  had  also  been 
seized  on  before  this,  unless  they  had  waited 
for  the  seizure  of  Herod  first  at  Jerusalem, 
because,  ii  he  were  once  informed  of  this 
treachery  of  theirs,  he  would  take  care  of 
himself;  nor  was  this  a  mere  report,  for 
they  saw  the  guards  already  not  far  oS  tbem. 

5.  Hot  would  Pbasaelus  think  of  forsaking 
Hyrcanus  and  dying  away,  although  Opbel- 
lius  earnestly  persuaded  him  to  it;  fur  this 
man  had  learned  the  whole  scheme  of  the  plot 
from  Saramalla,  the  ricbest  of  all  the  Syrians. 
But  Pbasaelus  went  up  to  the  Parthian 
governor,  and  reproached  him  to  bis  face  for 
laying  this  treacherous  plot  against  them,  and 
chiefly  because  be  bad  done  it  for  money; 
and  he  promised  him,  that  he  would  give  him 
more  money  for  their  preservation,  than 
Antigonus  bad  promised  to  give  for  the  king- 
dom. But  the  sly  Parthian  endeavoured  to 
remove  all  his  suspicion  by  apologies  and  by 
oaths,  and  then  went  to  [the  other]  Pacorus; 
immediately  after  which,  those  Partbians  who 

.arete  left,  and  bad  it  in  charge,  seized  upon 


•  Tbf9caceoaDl5,bath  here  and  Aotiq.  b.  xiv.  cb.xtii 
tecL  6.  that  Ujc  PiirtbUns  tougbl  cbiedy  oo  borscb;ict, 
aiid  tbal  udIj  sorue  lew  ut  tlkeir  M>ioivri  were  Im- 
meD.  perl'ecUy  a^ee  nuu  Trugus  Fumpeius,  to  Ju^un, 
b,  xli.  S,  3.  as  l>~an  Aldhcb  weJ  obscr-es  in  this  plar«. 


Phasaelns  and  Hyrcanus,  who  couid  do  no 
more  than  curse  their  perfidiousiiess  and  tbeii 
perjury. 

6.  In  the  mean  time,  the  cup-bearer  was 
sent  [back],  and  laid  a  plot  how  to  seize  upon 
Herod,  by  deluding  him,  and  getting  him  out 
of  the  city,  as  he  was  commanded  to  do. 
But  Herod  suspected  the  barbarians  from  the 
beginning;  and  having  then  received  intelli- 
gence that  a  messenger,  who  was  to  bring 
him  the  letters  that  informed  him  of  the 
treachery  intended,  had  fallen  among  the  ene- 
my, he  would  not  go  out  of  the  city;  though 
Pacorus  said,  very  positively,  that  he  ought 
to  go  out,  and  meet  the  messengers  that 
brdugbt  the  letters,  for  that  the  enemy  had  not 
taken  them,  and  that  the  contents  of  tbem  were 
not  accounts  of  any  plots  upon  them,  but  of 
what  Pbasaelus  bad  done;  yet  had  be  heard 
from  others  that  bis  brother  was  seized;  and 
Alexandra,  f  the  shrewdest  woman  in  tbe 
world,  Hyrcanus's  daughter,  begged  of  him 
that  be  would  not  go  out,  nor  trust  himself 
to  those  barbarians,  who  now  were  come  to 
make  an  attempt  upon  him  openly. 

7.  Now,  as  Pacorus  and  his  friends  were 
considering  how  they  uiight  bring  their  plot 
to  bear  privately,  because  it  was  not  possible 
to  circumvent  a  man  of  so  great  prudence  by 
openly  attacking  him,  Herod  prevented  them, 
and  went  off  with  the  persons  that  were  the 
most  nearly  related  to  him  by  night,  and  this 
without  their  enemies  being  apprised  of  it. 
But,  as  soon  as  the  Partbians  perceived  it, 
they  pursued  after  them;  and,  as  he  gave 
orders  for  his  mother,  and  sister,  and  the  young 
woman  who  was  betrothed  to  him,  with  her 
mother,  and  his  youngest  brother,  to  make 
the   best  of  their  way,  he  himself,   with  bis 

'  servants,  took  all  the  care  they  could  to  keep 
off  the  barbarians;  and  when,  at  every  assault, 
be  bad  slain  a  great  many  of  them,  he  came 
to  tbe  strong-hold  of  Slasuda. 

S.  Kay,  he  found  by  experience  that  the 
Jews  fell   more    heavily  upon   bim  than   did 

'  the  Partbians,  and  created  him  troubles  per- 
petually,  and  this  ever  since  he   nas  gotten 

i  sixty  furlongs  from  the  city;  these  sometimes 
brought  it  to  a  sort  of  a  regular  battle.  Sow, 
ill  the  place  where  Herod  beat  them,  and  killed 
a  great  number  of  them,  there  he  afterward 
built  a  citadel,  in  memory  of  the  great  actions 
he  did  there,  and  adorned  it  with  the  most 
costly  palaces,  and  erected  very  strong  forti- 
fications, and  called  it,  from  his  own  name, 
Uerodium.  Now,  as  they  were  in  their  flight, 
many  joined  themselves  to  bim  every  day; 
and,  at  a  place  called  Thressa  of  Idumea,  his 
brother  Joseph  met  him,  and  advised  him  to 
ease  himself  of  a  great  number  of  his  fol- 
lowers; because  JJasada  would  nut  contain  so 

great  a  multitude,  which  were  above  cine 
thousand.     Herod  complied  with  this  advice, 

*  Manamnr  bare,  id  Um  copica. 
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and  sent  away  the  most  cumbersome  part  of 
his  retinue,  that  they  might  go  into  Iduniea, 
BJid  gave  them  provisions  for  their  journey; 
but  be  got  saie  to  the  fortress  with  his  nearest 
relations,  and  retained  with  him  only  the 
stoutest  of  bis  followers;  and  there  it  was 
that  he  left  eight  hundred  of  his  men  as  a 
guard  for  the  women,  and  provisions  sullicient 
fur  a  siege;  but  be  made  haste  himself  to 
Petra  of  Arabia. 

9.  As  fur  the  Parthians  in  Jerusalem,  they 
betook  themselves  to  plundering,  and  fell  upon 
the  houses  of  those  that  were  de<l,  and  upon 
the  king's  palace,  and  spared  nothing  but 
Hyrcanus's  money,  which  was  not  above  three 
huinlred  talents.  They  lighted  on  other  men's 
money  also,  but  not  so  much  as  they  hoped 
for;  for  Herod,  having  a  long  while  had  a 
suspicion  of  the  perlidiousness  of  the  barba- 
rians, had  taken  care  to  have  what  was  most 
splendid  among  bis  treasures  conveyed  into 
l<lumea,  as  every  one  belonging  to  him  hud 
in  like  manner  done  also.  But  the  Parthians 
proceeded  to  that  degree  of  injustice,  as  to 
tiU  all  the  country  with  war  without  denoun- 
cing it,  and  to  demolish  the  city  Clarissa,  and 
not  only  to  set  up  Antigonus  for  king,  but  to 
deliver  Phasaelus  and  Hyrcanus  bound  into 
his  hands,  in  order  to  their  being  tormented 
by  him.  Antigonus  himself  also  bit  olf  Ilyr- 
canus's  ears  with  his  own  teeth,  as  he  fell 
jown  upon  his  knees  to  him,  that  so  he  might 
never  be  able,  upon  any  mutation  of  alTairs, 
to  take  the  high -priesthood  again;  fur  the 
high-priests  that  ulUeiated  were  tube  complete, 
and  without  blemish. 

10.  However,  he  failed  in  bis  purpose  of 
abusing  Phasaelus,  by  reason  of  bis  courage, 
for  though  he  neither  had  the  command  of  his 
sword  nor  of  his  hands,  be  prevented  all  abuses 
by  dashing  bis  head  against  a  stone;  so  he  de- 
monstrated himself  to  be  Herod's  own  brother, 
and  Hyrcanus  a  most  degenerate  relation,  and 
died  with  great  bravery,  ami  made  the  end  of 
his  life  agreeable  to  the  actions  of  it.  There 
is  also  another  report  about  his  end,  viz.  that 
he  recovered  of  that  stroke,  and  that  a  sur- 
geon, who  w^as  sent  by  Antigonus  to  heal 
biin,  tilled  the  wound  with  poisonous  ingre- 
dients, and  so  killed  him.  Whichsoever  of 
these  deaths  he  came  to,  the  beginning  of  it 
was  glorious.  It  is  also  reported,  that  before 
he  expired,  he  was  ittformed  by  a  certain  poor 
woman  how  Herod  had  escaped  out  of  their 
bands,  and  that  he  said  thereupon,  "  I  now 
die  with  comfort,  since  I  leave  behind  me  one 
alive  that  will  avenge  me  of  mine  enemies." 

11.  This  was  the  death  of  Phasaelus;  but 
the  Parthians,  although  they  bad  failed  of  the 
women  they  chiefly  desired,  yet  did  they  put 
the  government  of  Jerusalem  into  the  haiuls 
of  Antigonus,  and  took  away  Hyrcanus,  and 
bound  him,  and  carried  him  to  Partbia. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

WHEN  HEROD  13  REJECTED  IN  AHABI/l,  HE 
MAKES  HASTE  TO  SOME,  WHERE  ANTONY 
AND  C^SAK  JOIN  THKIR  INTEREST  TO 
UAKE  HIM  KING  OF  THE  JEWS. 

§  1.  Now  Herod  did  the  more  zealously  pur- 
sue bis  journey  into  Arabia,  as  making  haste 
to  get  money  of  the  king,  while  bis  brother 
was  yet  alive;  by  which  money  alone  it  was 
that  he  hoped  to  prevail  upon  the  covetous 
temper  of  the  barbarians,  to  spare  Phasaelus; 
for  he  reasoned  thus  with  himself;  —  That  if 
the  Arabian  king  was  too  forgetful  of  his 
father's  friendship  with  him,  and  was  too 
covetous  to  make  him  a  free  gift,  he  would, 
however,  borrow  of  him  as  much  as  might 
redeem  his  brother,  and  put  into  his  hands,  as 
a  pledge,  the  son  of  him  that  was  to  be  re- 
deemed. Accordingly,  be  led  his  brother's  son 
along  with  bim,  who  was  of  the  age  of  seven  . 
years.  Now  he  was  ready  to  give  three  huu  ;• 
dred  talents  for  his  brother,  and  intended  to  - 
desire  the  intercession  of  the  Tyrians,  to  get 
them  accepted;  however,  fate  had  been  too 
quick  for  bis  tliligence;  and  since  Phasaelus 
was  dead,  Herod's  brotherly  love  was  now  in 
vain.  Moreover,  be  was  not  able  to  find  any 
lasting  friendship  among  the  Arabians ;  for 
tbeir  king,  Malichus,  sent  to  him  immediately, 
and  commanded  him  to  return  back  out  ot 
his  country,  and  used  the  name  of  the  Par 
tbians  as  a  pretence  for  so  doing,  as  though 
these  bad  denounced  to  him,  by  tbeir  ambas- 
sadors, to  cast  Herod  out  of  Arabia;  while  in 
reality  they  had  a  mind  to  keep  back  what 
they  owed  to  Antipater,  and  not  be  obliged 
to  make  requital  to  his  sons  fof  the  free  gifts 
the  father  had  made  them.  He  also  took  the 
imprudent  advice  of  those  who,  equally  witfi 
himself,  were  willing  to  deprive  Herod  cf 
what  Antipater  bad  deposited  among  them; 
and  these  men  were  the  most  potent  of  all 
whom  he  had  in  his  kingdom. 

2.  So  when  Herod  had  found  that  the  Ara- 
bians  were  his  enemies,  and  this  for  those  very 
reasons  whence  he  hoped  they  would  have 
been  the  most  friendly,  and  had  given  them 
such  an  answer  as  his  passion  suggested,  he 
returned  back  and  went  for  Egypt.  Now  he 
lodged  the  first  evening  at  one  of  the  temples 
of  that  country,  in  order  to  meet  with  those 
whom  he  left  behind ;  but  on  the  next  day  word 
was  brought  bim,  as  he  was  going  to  Rhino- 
ourura,  that  his  brother  was  dead,  and  how  he 
came  by  his  death;  and  when  he  had  lamented 
Lim  as  much  as  his  present  circumstances 
could  bear,  he  soon  laid  aside  such  cares,  and 
proceeded  on  his  journey.  But  now,  after 
some  time,  the  king  of  Arabia  repented  of 
what  he  had  done,  and  sent  presently  away 
massenpcrs    to   call   him    back;     Herod   ha4 
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prevented  them,  and  was  come  to  Pelusium, 
where  he  could  not  obtain  a  passage  from 
those  that  lay  with  the  fleet,  so  he  besought 
their  captains  to  let  him  go  by  them;  accord- 
ingly, out  of  the  reverence  they  bore  to  the 
fame  and  dignity  of  the  man,  they  conducted 
him  to  Alexandria;  and  when  he  came  into 
the  city,  he  was  received  by  Cleopatra  with 
great  splendour, — -who  hoped  he  might  be 
persuaded  to  be  commander  of  her  forces  in 
the  expedition  she  was  now  about.  But  he 
rejected  the  queen's  solicitations,  and  being 
neither  affrighted  at  the  height  of  that  storm 
which  then  happened,  nor  at  the  tumults  that 
were  now  in  Italy,  he  sailed  for  Rome. 

3.  Bat  83  he  was  in  peril  about  Parophylia, 
and  obliged  to  cast  out  the  greatest  part  of 
the  ship's  lading,  be,  with  dilticulty,  got  safe 
to  Rhodes,  a  place  which  had  been  grievously 
harassed  in  the  war  with  Cassius.  Ue  was 
there  received  by  his  friends,  Ptolemy  and 
Sappinius;  and,  although  he  was  then  in  want 
of  money,  he  fitted  up  a  three-decked  ship  of 
very  great  magnitude,  wherein  be  and  bis 
fiiends  sailed  to  Brundusium,"  and  went  to 
Rome  with  all  speed;  where  he  first  of  all 
went  to  Antony,  on  account  of  the  friendship 
his  fiither  had  with  him,  and  laid  before  him 
the  calamities  of  himself  and  his  family; 
and  that  he  had  left  his  nearest  relations 
besieged  in  a  fortress,  and  had  sailed  to  him 
through  a  storm,  to  make  supplication  to  him 
for  assistance. 

4.  Hereupon  Antony  was  moved  to  com- 
passion at  the  change  that  had  t>een  made  in 
Herod's  affairs,  and  this  both  upon  his  calling 
to  mind  how  hospitably  he  had  been  treated 
by  .\ntipater,  but  more  especially  on  account 
of  Herod's  own  virtue;  so  he  then  resolved 
to  get  him  ma(^  king  of  the  Jews,  whom  he 
had  himself  formerly  maile  tetrarch.  The 
contest  also  that  he  had  with  Antigonus  was 
another  inducement,  and  that  of  no  less  weight 
than  the  great  regard  he  had  for  Herod;  for 
he  looked  upon  Antigonus  as  a  seditious 
person,  and  an  enemy  of  the  Romans:  and  as 
for  Ciesar,  Herod  found  bim  better  prepared 
than  Antony,  as  remembering  very  fresh  the 
wars  he  had  gone  through  together  with  his 
father,  the  hospitable  treatment  he  had  met 
with  from  him,  and  the  entire  good-will  he 
had  shown  to  him;  besides  the  acti\ity  which 
he  -aw  in  Herod  himself.  So  he  called  the 
s<i„it€  together,  wherein  Messalas,  and  after 
h.iii  Atratinus,  produced  Herod  before  thera, 
jiiid  gave  a  full  account  of  the  merits  of  his 
lather,  and  his  own  good-will  to  the  Romans. 
A^t  the  same  time  they  demonstrated  that 
Antigonus  was  their  enemy,  not  only  because 
he  soon  quarrelled  with  them,  but  because  he 
now  overlooked  the  Romans,  and  took  the 
government  by  the  means  of  the  Parthians. 

•  This  Brtntesium  or  Bnjndn^^um  ha*  coins  stUI  pre- 
XTTcil,  oD  which  is  wntton  BPEN<;iU£IOUK,  u  Span- 
Wlm  iufuriDt  afc 


These  reasons  greatly  moved  the  senate;  at 
which  juncture  Antony  came  in,  and  told 
them  that  it  was  for  their  advantage  in  the 
Parthian  war  that  Herod  should  be  king;  so 
they  all  gave  their  votes  for  it.  And  wheo 
the  senate  was  separated,  Antony  and  Cssat 
went  out,  with  Herod  between  them;  while 
the  consul  and  the  rest  of  the  magistrate* 
went  before  them,  in  order  to  offer  sacrifices, 
and  to  lay  the  decree  in  the  Capitol.  Antony 
also  made  a  feast  for  Herod  on  the  first  day 
of  his  reign. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

ANTIGOSnS  BESIEGES  THOSE  THAT  WERE  IM 
MASADA,  WHOM  HEROD  EREES  FROM  CON- 
FINEMENT WHEN  HE  CAME  BACK  FROM 
ROME,  AND  PRESENTLY  MARCHES  TO  JERU. 
SALEM,  WHERE  UE  FINOS  SILO  CORRUPTED 
BY  BRIBES. 

§  1.  Now  during  this  time,  Antigonm 
besieged  those  that  were  in  Masada,  who  bad 
all  other  necessaries  in  sufficient  quantity,  but 
were  in  want  of  water;  on  which  account 
Joseph,  Herod's  brother,  was  disposed  to  run 
away  to  the  .\rabians,  with  two  hundred  of 
his  own  friends,  because  be  had  beard  that 
Malichus  repented  of  his  offences  with  regard 
to  Herod;  and  he  bad  been  so  quick  as  to 
have  been  gone  out  of  the  fortress  already, 
unless,  on  that  very  night  when  he  was  going 
away,  there  had  fallen  a  great  deal  uf  rain, 
insomuch  that  his  reservoirs  were  full  of  water, 
and  so  he  was  under  no  necessity  of  runninf^ 
away.  After  which,  therefore,  they  made  an 
irruption  upon  Antigonus's  party,  and  slew  a 
great  many  of  them,  some  iii  open  battles,  and' 
some  in  private  arabush;  nor  bad  tbey  always- 
success  in  their  attempts,  for  sometimes  tbey 
were  beaten,  and  ran  away. 

2.  In  the  mean  time  Ventidius,  the  Roman 
general,  was  sent  out  of  Syria,  to  restrain  the 
incursions  of  the  Parthians;  and  after  he  had 
done  that,  he  came  into  Judea,  in  pretence 
indeed  to  assist  Joseph  and  his  party,  but  in 
reality  to  get  money  of  Antigonus;  and  when 
he  had  pitched  his  camp  very  near  to  Jerusa- 
lem, as  soon  as  he  had  got  money  enough,  he 
went  away  with  the  greatest  part  of  his  forces; 
yet  stiU  did  he  leave  Silo  mth  some  part  of 
them,  lest  if  he  had  taken  them  all  away,  !;'3 
taking  of  bribes  might  have  been  too  openly 
discovered.  Now  Antigonus  hoped  that  the 
Parthians  would  come  again  to  his  assistance, 
and  therefore  cultivated  a  good  understanrimg 
with  Silo  in  the  mean  time,  lest  any  interrup- 
tion should  be  given  to  his  hopes. 

3.  Now  by  this  tijne  Herod  had  sailed  out 
of  Italy,  and  was  come  to  Ptolemais:  and  as 
soon  as  he  had  gotten  together  no  small  aj.ay 
of  foreigners,  and  of  his  own  countrymen,  !>• 


XV. 


WARS  OF  THE  JEWS. 


575 


CHAP. 

marched  through  GaUlee  afrainst  Antigonus,  I  were  M  Antigonus  made  a  contrary  clamour, 
ivherein  he  was  assisted  bv  Ventidius  and  1  and  did  neither  permit  any  body  to  hear  that 
Silo,  both  whom  Dellius,*  k  person  sent  by  :  proclamation,  nor  to  change  their  party;  so 
Antony,  persuaded  to  bring  Herod  [into  his  Antigonus  gave  order  to  his  forces  to  beat 
kingdo.n].      Now  Ventidius  was  at  this  time    the  enemy  from  the  walls:  accordingly,  they 


ngdom], 
among  the  cities,  and  composing  the  distur 


soon  threw  their  darts  at  them  from  the  lowers, 


banees  which  had  happened  by  means  of  the    and  put  them  topflight. 

Parthiaiis,  as  was  Silo  in  Judca  corrupted  by        ''     *"'  '"■""  '*  ■■'"°  ' 

the  bribes  that  Antigonus  had  given  him;  yet 

was  not  Herod  himself   destitute  of  power, 

but  the  number  of  his  forces  increased  every 

day  as  he  went  along,  and  all  Galilee,   with 

few   exceptions,   joined    themselves    to    him. 

So  he  proposed   to  himself  to  set  about  his 

most  necessary  enterprise,  and  that  was  Ma- 


6.  And  here  it  was  that  Silo  discovered  he 
had  taken  bribes;  for  he  set  nuiuy  of  the  sol- 
diers to  clamour  about  their  want  of  neces- 
saries, and  to  require  their  p^iy,  in  order  to  buy 
themselves  food,  and  to  demand  that  he  would 
lead  them  into  places  coiiveiiaiit  lor  their 
winter  quarters;  because  all  the  parts  about 
the  city  were  laid  waste  by  the  nuans  of  An- 


sada,  in  order  to  deUver  his  relations  froui  the    tigonus's  army,   which   had  tak.ii   all  things 
siege  they  endured.     But  stiUJoppa  stood  in    away.      By  this   he    moved    the    army,    and 


his  way,  and  hindered  his  going  thither;  for 
it  was  necessary  to  take  that  city  first,  which 
was  in  the  enemies'  hands,  that  when  he 
should  go  to  Jerusalem,  no  fortress  might  be 
left  in  the  enemies  power  behind  him.  Silo 
also  willingly  joined  him,  as  having  now  a 
phiusible  occasion  of  drawing  otf   his  forces 


attempted  to  get  them  otf  the  siege;  but 
Herod  went  to  the  captains  that  were  under 
Silo,  and  to  a  great  many  of  the  soldiers,  and 
begged  of  them  not  to  leave  liiiii,  who  was 
sent  thither  by  Ciesar  and  Antony,  and  the 
senate;  for  that  he  would  take  care  to  have 
their  wants  supphed  that  very  day.      Alter 


[from  Jerusalem];  and  when  the  Jews  pur-  the  making  of  which  entreaty,  he  went  hastily 
sued  him,  and  pressed  upon  him  [in  his  re-  into  the  country,  and  brought  thither  so  great 
treat],  Herod  made  an  excursion  upon  them  an  abundance  of  necessaries,  that  he  cut  on 
with  a  small  body  of  his  men,  and  soon  put   all  Silo's  pretences;  and,  in  order  to  provide 

that  for  the  following  days  ihey  slioulii  not 

want  supplies,  he  sent  to  the  people  that  were 
about  Samaria  (which  city  haa  joined  itself 
to  him)   to    bring   corn,    wine,   and    oil,   and 


them  to  flight,  and  saved  Silo  when  he  was  in 
distress. 

4.    After  this,  Herod  took  Joppa,  and  then 
made  haste  to  Masaila  to  free  his  relations, 


Now,  as  he  was  marching,  many  came  in  to  cattle  to  Jericho.      "W  hen  Antigonus  heard  ol 

him;  some  induced  by  their  friendship  to  his  this,  he  sent  some  ot  his  party  with  orders  to 

father,  some  by  the  reputation  he  had  already  hinder,  and  lay  ambushes  lor  these  eOUectors 

gained  himself,  and  some,  in  order  to  repay  of  corn.      This  command  was  obeyed,  and  a 


gamed  himscU,  and  some,  in  oriier  lo  repay 
the  benetits  they  had  received  from  them  both; 
but  still  what  engaged  the  greatest  number 
on  bis  side,  was  the  hopes  from  him,  when  he 
should  be  established  in  his  kingdom;  so  that 
he  had  gotten  together  already  an  army  hard 
to  be  conquered.  But  Antigonus  laid  an 
ambush  for  him  as  he  inarched  out,  in  which 
he  did  Uttle  or  no  harm  to  his  enemies.  How- 
ever, he  easily  recovered  bis  relations  again 
that  were  in  Masada,  as  well  as  the  fortress 
Kessa,  and  then  marched  to  Jerusalem, 
where  the  soldiers  that  were  with  Silo  joined 
themselves  to  his  own,  as  did  many  out  of 
the  city,  from  a  dread  of  his  power. 

5.  Now,  when  he  had  pitched  his  camp  on 
the  west  side  of  the  city,  the  guards  who 
were  there  shot  with  arrows,  and  threw  their  j 
darts  at  them,  while  others  ran  out  in  com- 
panies, and  attacked  thooc  in  the  fore-front; 
but  Herod  commanded  proclamation  to  he 
ruade  at  the  wall,  that  he  was  coine  for  the 
good  of  the  people,  and  the  preservation  of 
the  city,  without  any  design  to  be  revenged 
on  his  open  enemies,  but  to  grant  oblivion  to 
them,  though  they  had  been  the  most  obsti- 
nate   against  him.      Now  the  soldiers   that 

•  Tlii!i  tlfllius  is  fam.ius,.  ol-  ratber  ifilaino,us,  in  the 
hiftiir,  uf  -.-ii^  Aiitoiij.  as  Spariiieint  u^ifi  Aidricii,  bert^ 
note,  Inim  the  cuiDS  I'rom  Plutareli  -su^  'Dio. 


great  multitude  of  armed  muii  were  gathered 
together  about  Jericho,  and  lay  upon  the 
mountains,  to  watch  those  that  brought  the 
provisions.  Yet  was  Herod  not  idle,  but  took 
with  him  ten  cohorts,  five  of  them  were  Ro- 
mans, and  five  were  Jewish  coliorts,  together 
with  some  mercenary  troops  intermixed 
among  thcni,  and  besides  those  a  few  horse- 
men, and  came  to  Jericho;  and  when  he  came 
he  found  the  city  deserted,  but  that  there' 
were  five  hundred  men,  with  their  wives  and 
children,  who  had  taken  possession  of  the 
tops  of  the  mountains;  these  he  took,  and 
dismissed  them,  while  the  Romans  fell  upon 
the  rest  of  the  city,  and  plundered  it,  having 
found  the  houses  full  of  all  sorts  of  good 
things.  So  the  king  left  a  garrison  at  Jeri- 
cho, and  came  back,  and  sent  the  Iloinan 
army  into  those  cities  which  were  come  over 
to  him,  to  take  Iheir  winter  quarters  there, 
viz.  into  Judea  [or  Iduinea],  and  Gahlee,  and 
Samaria.  Antigonus  alsu,  by  bribes,  obtalnefi 
at  Silo  to  let  a  part  of  his  army  be  received 
at  Lydda   as  a  compliment  to  Autonius. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

hcaod  takes  sepphoeis,  and  subdues  the 
kobbi:hs  that  were  is  the  caves:    he 

AETEll  THAT.  AVENGES  HlMSELr  UPON 
MACHEBAS,  AS  UPON  AN  ENEMY  OP  HIS, 
AND  GOES  TO  ANTONY,  AS  HE  WAS 
BESIEGING  8AMUSATA. 

§  1.  So  the  Romans  lived  in  plenty  of  all 
things,  and  rested  irora  war.  However,  Herod 
did  not  lie  at  rest,  but  seized  upon  Idumeu, 
and  kept  it,  with  two  thousand  lootmen,  and 
four  hundred  horsemen;  and  this  he  did  by 
sending  his  brother  Joseph  thither,  that  no 
innovation  might  be  made  by  Antigonus.  He 
also  removed  his  mother,  and  all  his  relations, 
who  bad  been  in  Masada,  to  Samaria;  and 
when  he  had  settled  them  securely,  he  marched 
to  take  the  remaining  parts  ot  Galilee,  and 
to  drive  away  the  garrisons  placed  there  by 
Antigonus. 

•J.  IJut  when  Herod  had  reached  Seppho- 
ris,"  in  a  very  great  snoiv,  he  took  the  city 
without  any  dithculty,  the  guards  that  should 
have  kept  it  tlying  away  before  it  was 
assaulted;  where  he  gave  an  opportunity  to 
his  followers  that  had  been  in  distress  to 
refresh  themselves,  there  beirig  in  that  city  a 
great  abundance  of  necessaries.  After  which 
he  hasted  away  to  the  robbers  that  were  in  the 
caves,  who  overran  a  great  par;  of  the  coun- 
try, and  did  as  great  mischief  to  its  inhabitants 
as  a  war  itstdf  could  have  done.  Accordingly, 
he  sent  beforehand  three  cohorts  of  footmen, 
and  one  troop  of  horsemen,  to  the  village 
Arbela,  and  came  himself  forty  days  alter- 
wardsf  with  the  rest  of  his  forces.  Yet  were 
not  the  enemy  affrighted  at  his  assault,  but 
met  him  in  arms;  for  their  skill  was  that  of 
warrioi-s,  but  their  boldness  was  tlie  boldness 
of  robbers:  when,  therefore,  it  came  to  a 
pitched  battle,  they  put  to  flight  Herod's  left 
wing  with  their  right  one:  but  Ilerod,  wheel- 
ing about  on  the  sudden  from  his  own  right 
wing,  CiiEue  to  their  assistance,  and  both  niaile 
bis  own  left  Hing  return  back  from  its  flight, 
and  fell  upon  the  pursuers,  and  cooled  their 
courage,  till  they  could  not  bear  tbe  attempts 
that  were  made  directly  upon  them,  and  so 
turned  back  and  ran  away. 

3.  But   Herod   followed   them,   and    slew 

•  This  Sepphoris,  the  metropolis  of  Galilee,  so  nUt- n 
memiuned  hy  Joseptiiis,  hus  cuius  still  relUiiiuitig,  ^£11- 
^ilPHNnN.  as  Spaiilieim  here  inluims  u& 

+  This  way  of  s^»eal.ins,  "altei  r.il>  il.-js."  is  iiiter- 

eretedby  Joseplms  himself,  "on  the  li.rtieth  ilaj;"  AiiIkj. 
. xir.  cb.  XV.  sect  4.  In  like  maaitcr,  when  Juseptiii.. 
Bays,  cb. xssiii.secL8.  that  Herod  lived  ••alter"  tie  Ii.iiJ 
ordered  Aotipater  tu  l.e  slain  "hvedajs."  ttits  is  by  liiiii. 
self  interpreted.  .Antiq.  b.xvii.c!i.viii.  sect  l.that  be  dird 
•*0.1  tlie  litth  day  allerward"  So  .ilso  wttat  is  m  tins 
book,  chap.xiii.  sect.  1,  "alter  two  years,"  Is.  Anti'j.  Ii. 
xiv  ch.  xiii.  sect  3.  "on  ttie  second  jear:"  and  tiean 
Aldricli  bore  notes,  tliat  this  way  of  speaking  is  familiar 
to  Jowpbut. 


them  as  be  followed  them,  and  destroyed  a 
great  part  of  tbem,  till  those  that  retnained 
were  scattered  beyond  the  river  [Jurdanj;  and 
(Jalilee  was  freed  from  the  terror.s  they  bad 
been  under,  excepting  from  those  that  remained, 
and  lay  concealed  in  caves,  which  required 
longer  time  ere  they  could  be  coitiiueruii.  In 
order  to  which,  Herod,  in  the  first  (ilace,  dis- 
tributed the  fruits  of  their  former  labours  to 
the  soldiers,  and  gave  every  one  of  them  a . 
hundred  and  fifty  drachmae  of  silver,  ant)  a 
great  deal  more  to  their  commanders,  and 
sent  them  jnto  their  winter  quarters.  Ke 
also  sent  to  his  youngest  brother  I'heroras,  to 
take  care  of  a  good  market  for  thiiii,  where 
lliey  might  buy  themselves  provisions  and  m 
build  a  wall  about  AIe.xaiiilriiiin;  who  took 
care  of  both  those  injunctions  acoordinely. 

4.  In  the  mean  time  Antony  abiiije  at 
Athens,  while  Veiitiilius  called  tor  istio  a  id 
Herod  to  come  to  the  war  against  the  I'ar- 
tliiaiis,  but  ordered  tbem  tirst  to  settle  the 
affairs  of  Judea:  so  Herod  willingly  dismissed 
I  Silo  to  go  to  Ventidius;  but  he  made  an 
expeiiitioii  himself  against  those  that  Ih}  in  the 
!  <Mves.  Now  these  caves  were  in  the  prect- 
'  piees  of  cr.-iggy  mountains,  and  could  not  be 
;  come  at  from  any  side,  since  they  bad  only 
i  some  winding  path-ways,  very  n;trro\7,  by 
I  which  they  got  up  to  thetn;  but  the  rock  that 
'  lay  on  their  front  had  beneath  it  valleys  of  a 
vast  tlepth,  and  of  an  almost  perpeni.icuhir 
declivity;  insomuch  that  the  king  was  doubt- 
ful for  a  long  time  what  to  do,  by  rea-on  of 
a  kind  of  impossibility  there  was  of  attacking 
the  place.  Vet  did  he  at  length  make  use  of 
a  contrivance  that  was  subject  to  the  utmost 
hazard;  for  he  let  douii  the  most  hardy  of 
his  men  in  chests,  and  set  tbem  at  the  mouths 
of  the  dens.  Now  these  men  slew  the  rob- 
bers and  their  families,  and  when  they  made 
re.sistaiice,  they  sent  in  fire  upon  them  [and 
burnt  themj;  and  as  Herod  was  desirous  of 
saving  some  of  tbem,  he  had  ptoclamatioii 
matte,  that  they  should  come  and  deliver 
themselves  up  to  him;  but  not  one  of  them 
Came  willingly  to  him;  and  of  those  that 
were  compelled  to  come,  many  preferred  death 
to  captivity.  And  here  a  certain  old  man, 
tbe  father  of  seven  children,  whose  children, 
together  with  their  mother,  desired  him  to 
give  them  leave  to  go  out,  upon  the  assurance 
and  right  band  that  was  oll'ered  them,  slew 
tbem  alter  the  following  manner: — He  ordered 
every  one  of  them  to  go  out,  while  he  stood 
himself  at  tbe  cave's  mouth,  and  slew  that 
son  of  his  perpetually  who  went  out.  Herod 
wai  near  enougn  to  see  this  sight,  and  his 
bowels  of  compassion  were  moved  at  it,  and 
he  stretched  out  his  right  hand  to  tbe  old 
man,  and  besought  him  to  spare  bis  cliildrei.i 
yet  did  not  he  relent  at  all  upon  whut 
be  said,  but  over  and  above  reproiiched 
Herod  on  the  lowness  of  his  descent,  aua 
slew  his  wife  as  well   as    his   children:    aod 
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when  he  had  thrown  their  dead  bodies  down 
the  precipice,  he  at  last  threw  himself  down 
after  them. 

5.  By  this  means  Herod  subJued  these 
caves,  and  the  robbers  that  were  in  them.  He 
then  left  there  a  part  of  his  army,  as  many  as 
he  thought  sufficient  to  prevent  any  sedition, 
and  made  Ptolemy  their  general,  and  returned 
t:)  Samaria:  he  led  also  with  hiui  three 
thousand  armed  footmen,  and  six  hunilred 
horsemen,  ag;nnst  Antigonus.  Now  here 
those  that  used  to  raise  tumults  in  Galilee, 
having  liberty  so  to  do  upon  his  departure, 
fell  unexpectedly  upon  Ptolemy,  the  general 
of  his  forces,  and  slew  him:  they  also  laid  the 
country  waste,  and  then  retired  to  the  bogs, 
and  to'  places  not  easily  to  be  found;  but 
when  Herod  was  informed  of  this  insurrection, 
he  came  to  the  assistance  of  the  country  im- 
mediately, and  destroyed  a  great  number  of 
tilt  seditious,  and  raised  the  sieges  of  all  those 
fortresses  they  had  besieged;  he  also  exacted 
the  tribute  of  a  hundred  talents  of  his  enemies, 
OS  a  penalty  for  the  mutations  they  had  made 
in  the  couirtrv. 

C.   Hy  this  time  (the  Parthians  being  already 
driven  out  of  the  country,  and  Pacorus  slain) 
Vciitidius,     by    Antony's    commanil,     sent    a 
thousand  horsemen,  and  two  legions,  as  auxi- 
liaries to   Herod,  against  Antigonus.      Now 
.Antigonus  besought  Macheras,  who  was  their 
general,  by  letter,  to  come  to  his  assistance, 
and  made  a  great  many  mournful  complaints 
about  Herod's  violence,  and  about  the  injuries 
he  did  to  the  kingdom;  and  promised  to  give 
him   money  for  such   his  assistance :    but  he 
ci.mplied  not  with  his  invitation  to  betray  his 
trust,  for  he  did  not  contemn  him  that  sent 
bin',  especially  while  Herod  gave  him  more 
money  [than  the  other  offered].      So  he  pre- 
tended friendship  to  Antigonus,  but  came  as 
a  spy  to  discover  his  affairs,  although   he  did 
not  herein  comply  with  Herod,  who  dissuaded 
hnn  from  so  doing;  hut  Antigonus  perceived 
what    his    intentions    were    beforehand,    and 
excluded  him  out  of  the  city,  and  defended 
himself  against  him  as  against  an  enemy,  from 
the  walls;  till  Macheras  was  ashamed  of  what 
he    had    done,    and   retired   to    Emmaus    to 
Herod;  and,  as  he  was  in  a  rage  at  his  dis- 
appointment, he  slew  all  the  Jews  whom  he 
met  with,  without  sparitig  those  that  were  for 
Herod,  but  using  them  all  as  if  they  were  for 
A:itigonus. 

7.  Hereupon  Herod  was  very  angry  at  him, 
anil  was  going  to  fight  against  Macheras  as 
his  enemy;  but  he  restrained  his  indignation, 
and  marched  to  .Antony  to  accuse  M.icheras  of 
mal-aduiinistration;  but  Macheras  was  made 
sensiole  of  his  offences,  and  followed  after  the 
king  immediately,  and  earnestly  begged  and 
J  iturtd  that  he  would  be  reconciled  to  him. 
However,  Herod  di<l  not  desist  from  his  reso- 
lutioa   of  gciug  to   Antony;    but   when    he 


heard  that  he  was  besieging  Samosata*  with 
a  great  army,  which  is  a  strong  city  near  to 
Euphrates,  he  made  the  greater  haste;  as  ob- 
serving that  this  was  a  proper  opportunity  for 
showing  at  once  his  courage,  and  for  doing 
what  would  greatly  oblige  Antony.  Indeed, 
when  he  came,  he  soon  made  an  end  ot  that 
siege,  and  slew  a  great  number  of  the  bar- 
barians, and  took  trom  them  a  large  prey ; 
insomuch  that  Antony,  who  admired  his  cou- 
rage formerly,  did  now  admire  it  still  more. 
Accordingly,'  he  heaped  many  more  honours 
upon  him,  and  gave  him  more  assured  hopes 
that  he  should  gain  his  kingdom:  and  now 
king  Antiochus  was  forced  to  deliver  up 
Samosata. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

THE  DEATH  OF  JOSEPH  [HEROD's  BROTHEtt], 
WHICH  HAD  BEEN  SIGNIflED  TO  HEROD  IS 
DREAMS.  HOW  HEUOD  WAS  PRESERVED 
TWICE,  AETER  A  WONDERFUL  MANSER. 
HE  CUTS  OFF  THE  HEAD  OF  PAPPUS,  WHO 
WAS  THE  MURDERER  OF  HIS  BROTHER, 
AND    SENDS    THAT     HEAD    TO    [UIS    OTHER 

brother]   pheroras.     and  in  no  long 

TIME       HE       besieges      JER17SALEM,      AND 
UAlUtlES  MARIAMNE. 

§  1.  In  the  mean  time  Ilerod's  affairs  in 
judea  were  in  an  ill  state.  He  had  left  his 
brother  Joseph  with  full  power,  hut  had 
charged  him  to  make  no  attempts  against 
Antigonus  tdl  his  return;  for  that  Macheras 
would  not  he  such  an  assistant  as  be  could 
depend  on,  as  it  appeared  by  what  he  had  done 
already;  but  as  soon  as  Joseph  heard  that  his 
brother  was  at  a  very  great  di^tance,  he  ne- 
glected the  charge  he  had  received,  and  march- 
ed towards  Jericho  with  live  cohorts,  wiiich 
Macheras  sent  with  him.  This  movement 
was  intended  for  seizing  on  the  corn,  as  it  was 
now  in  the  midst  of  summer;  but  when  his 
enemies  attacked  him  in  the  mountains,  and 
in  places  which  were  dillleult  to  pass,  he  was 
both  killed  himself,  as  he  was  very  bravely 
fighting  in  the  battle,  and  the  entire  Roman 
cohorts  were  destroyed;  for  these  cohorts 
were  new-raised  men,  gathered  out  of  Syria, 
and  there  was  no  mixture  of  those  called 
veteran  soldiers  among  them,  who  might  have 
supported  those  that  were  unskilful  in  war. 

■2.  This  victory  was  not  sullicient  for  An- 
tigonus; but  he  proceeded  to  that  degree  of 
rage,  as  to  treat  the  dead  body  of  Joseph  bar- 
barously; for  when  he  had  gotten  possession 
of  the  bodies  of  those  that  were  slain,  be  cut 

•  This  SamusAta,  tlie  metropoli*  of  Commageaa,  is 

'  w«U  known  lro;u  Us  i^oii.s.  u^  .•ip.iiibriin  here  assurt.-  us. 

Otfun  Al.lricn  also  cuiilirins  wlial  Jo^epnus  'iom  nrTfiS 

lb;it  Herod   was  a  gct-at  iut-;iiis  ot    tHktug  the  oiw  hy 

Autoiii,  .^tiil  that  ffoui  t'lui.irt:K  aad  iJw.  ^ 
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olT  faia  bead,  eltbough  his  brother  Fheroras 
wouhi  have  given  tii'ty  talents  as  a  price  of 
redeuiptiuii  ior  it.  And  now  the  atTairs  of 
GuhJee  were  put  into  such  disorder  after  this 
Vtelury  oi  Antigonus,  that  those  of  Antigo- 
nub  s  parry  brought  the  principal  men  that 
Were  uti  Herod  s  side  to  the  lake,  ajid  there 
drowned  tlieui.  There  was  a  great  change 
aiude  also  in  Idumea,  where  Macheras  was 
building  a  wall  about  one  of  the  fortresses, 
that  was  called  Gitlha.  But  Uerod  had  not 
jet  been  inforiued  of  these  things;  for  after 
the  t;d£iiig  of  Sauiosata,  and  when  Antony 
bad  set  Susius  over  the  alfairs  of  Syria,  and 
given  biiB  orders  to  assist  Uerod  against 
Antigonus,  he  departed  into  F.gypt.  But 
Sosius  sent  two  legions  before  him  into  Judea, 
to  assist  Uerod,  and  followed  biojself  soon 
after  with  the  rest  of  bis  army. 

3.  Now  when  Uerod  was  at  Daphne,  by 
Antioch,  he  had  some  dreams  which  clearly 
foreboded  his  brother's  death;  and  as  he 
leaped  out  of  bis  bed  in  a  disturbed  maimer, 
there  came  messengers  that  acquainted  him 
with  that  calamity.  So  when  he  bud  lamented 
this  misfortune  for  a  while,  he  put  off  the 
main  part  of  bis  mourning,  and  made  haste  to 
march  a^'ainst  bis  enemies;  and  when  be  had 
performed  a  march  that  was  above  bis 
strength,  and  was  gone  as  far  as  Libanus,  be 
got  eight  hundred  men  of  those  that  lived 
near  to  that  mountain,  as  his  assistants,  and 
joined  with  them  one  Roman  legion,  with 
which,  before  it  was  day,  he  made  an  irrup- 
tion into  Galilee,  and  met  his  enemies,  and 
drove  them  back  to  the  place  which  they  bad 
left.  Uc  also  made  an  immediate  and  conti- 
nued attack  upon  the  fortress.  Vet  was  be 
forced,  by  a  most  terrible  storm,  to  pitch  his 
camp  in  the  neighbouring  village  before  be 
could  take  it.  But  when,  after  a  few  days' 
time,  the  second  legion,  that  came  from 
Antony,  joined  themselves  to  him,  the  enemy 
were  affrighted  at  his  power,  and  left  their 
fortifications  in  the  night-time. 

4.  After  this  he  marched  through  Jericho, 
as  making  what  baste  be  could  to  be  avenged 
on  bis  brother's  murderers:  where  happened 
to  him  a  providential  sign,  out  of  which  when 
he  had  unexpectedly  escaped,  he  had  the  repu- 
tation of  being  very  dear  to  God;  for  that 
evening  there  feasted  with  him  many  of  the 
principal  men;  and  after  that  feast  was  over, 
and  all  the  guests  were  gone  out,  the  house 
fell  down  immediately.  And  as  he  judged  this 
to  be  a  common  signal  of  what  dangers  he 
should   undergo,  and   how  he  should  escape 

.them  in  the  war  that  he  was  going  about,  he 
in  the  morning  set  forward  with  bis  army, 
when  about  six  thousand  of  his  enemies  came 
running  tlown  from  the  mountains,  and  began 
to  tight  with  those  in  his  fore-front;  yet 
durst  they  not  be  so  very  bold  as  to  engage 
tbe  Koinans  hand  to  hand,  but  threw  stones 
and    darts   at   them  at  a  distance,  by  which 


means  they  wounded  a  considerable  numnt^r^ 
ia  which  action  Herod's  own  side  was  uounueu 
with  a  (iart. 

5.  yow  as  Antigonus  bad  a  mind  to  appi^ar 
to  exceed  Uerod  not  only  in  the  courage,  but 
in  the  number  of  bis  men,  he  sent  Pappus, 
one  of  his  companions,  with  an  army  agaiust 
Samaria,  wliose  fortune  it  was  to  oppose 
Muchcras.  But  Herod  overran  the  enemies' 
country,  and  demolished  live  little  cities,  and 
destroyed  two  thousand  men  that  were  in 
them,  and  burned  their  houses,  and  then 
returned  to  Lis  camp;  but  his  bead-quarters 
were  at  the  village  called  Cana. 

0.  J<owa  great  multitude  of  Jews  resorted 
to  him  every  day,  both  out  of  Jericho  and  tbe 
other  parts  of  the  country.  Some  were  moved 
so  to  do  out  of  their  hatred  to  Antigonus, 
and  some  out  of  i*egard  to  the  glorious  actions 
Uerod  had  done;  but  others  were  led  on  by 
an  unreasonable  desire  of  change;  so  be  fell 
upon  them  immediately.  As  for  Pappus  and 
bis  party,  they  were  not  territied  either  at  their 
number  or  at  their  zeal,  but  marched  out  with 
great  alacrity  to  fight  them;  and  it  came  to  a 
close  fight.  Kow  other  parts  of  their  army 
made  resistance  for  a  while:  but  Uerod,  run- 
ning the  utmost  hazard,  out  of  tbe  rage  be 
was  in  at  the  murder  of  his  brother,  that  he 
might  be  avenged  on  those  that  had  been  tbe 
authors  of  it,  soon  beat  those  that  opposed 
bini;  and,  after  he  had  beaten  them,  he  always 
turned  his  force  against  those  that  stood  to 
it  still,  and  pursued  them  all;  so  that  a  great 
slaughter  was  made,  while  some  were  forced 
back  into  that  village  whence  they  came  out; 
be  also  pressed  bard  upon  ttie  bindermost, 
and  slew  a  vast  number  of  them;  he  al^o  fell 
into  tbe  village  with  the  enemy,  where  every 
house  was  filled  with  armed  men,  and  tbe 
upper  rooms  were  crowded  above  with  sol- 
diers for  their  defence;  and  when  he  had 
beaten  those  that  were  on  the  outside,  he 
pulled  the  bouses  to  pieces,  and  plucked  out 
those  that  were  within;  upon  many  he  had 
the  roofs  shaken  down,  whereby  they  perished 
by  heaps;  and  as  for  those  that  ded  out  of 
the  ruins,  the  soldiers  received  them  with  their 
swords  in  tbtir  hands;  and  the  multitude  of 
those  sluin  and  lying  in  heaps  was  so  great, 
that  the  conquerors  could  not  pass  along  the 
roads.  Now  the  enemy  could  not  bear  this 
blow,  so  that  when  the  multitude  of  them 
which  was  gathered  together,  saw  that  those 
in  the  village  were  slain,  they  dispersed  lbe;ii- 
selves  and  fled  away;  upon  the  confideiice  oi 
whicU  victory,  Herod  bad  marched  iuiiiiC- 
diately  to  Jerusalem,  unless  he  bad  been  hin- 
dered by  the  depth  of  winter's  [coming  on]. 
This  was  the  impediment  that  lay  in  the  way 
of  this  bis  entire  glorious  progress,  and  was 
what  hindered  Antigoi.us  from  being  now 
conquered,  who  was  already  disposed  to  for- 
sake the  city. 

7.  Now  when  at  the  evening  Uerod   bad 
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already  (Hsoiissed  his  friends  to  refresh  them- 
selves after  their  fatigue,  and  when  he  was 
gone  himself,  while  he  was  still  hot  in  bis 
nrmour,  like  a  common  soldier,  to  bathe  him- 
self, and  had  but  one  servant  that  attended 
him,  and  before  he  was  gotten  into  the  bath, 
one  of  the  enemies  met  him  in  the  face  with 
a  sword  in  his  band,  and  then  a  second,  and 
then  a  third,  and  after  that  more  of  them; 
these  were  men  who  had  run  away  out  of  the 
battle  into  the  bath  in  their  armour,  and  they 
had  lain  there  for  some  time  in  great  terror, 
and  in  privacy;  and  when  they  saw  the  king, 
they  trembled  for  fear,  and  ran  by  him  in  a 
fright,  although  he  was  naked,  and  endea- 
voured to  get  off  into  the  public  nmd.  Now 
there  was  by  chance  nobody  eUe  at  hand  that 
might  seize  upon  these  men;  and  for  Herod, 
be  was  contented  to  have  come  to  no  harm 
himself,  so  that  they  all  got  away  in  satety. 

8.  But  on  the  next  day  Herod  had  Pappus's 
head  cut  off,  who  was  the  general  fi>r  Antigo- 
nus,  and  was  slain  in  the  battle,  LUid  sent  it  to 
bis  brother  Pherora*,  by  way  of  punishment 
for  their  slain  bruthcr;  for  lie  was  the  man 
that  slew  Joseph.  Now  a^  winter  was  poinp 
off,  Herod  marthcd  to  Jerusnlem,  aiul  brought 
bis  army  to  the  wall  of  it;  this  was  the  thu'd 
year  since  he  had  been  made  king  at  Home; 
fio  he  pitched  his  camp  before  the  temple,  for 
on  that  side  it  might  be  Iie^ieged;  and  there 
it  was  that  Pompey  took  the  city.  So  he 
parted  the  work  among  the  army,  and  demo- 
lished the  suburbs,  and  raised  three  banks, 
and  gave  orders  to  have  towers  built  upon 
those  banks,  and  left  the  most  laborious  of  his 
acquaintance  at  the  works.  But  he  went 
himself  to  Samaria,  to  take  the  daughter  of 
Alexander,  the  son  of  Aristobulus,  to  wife, 
who  had  been  betrothed  to  him  before,  as  we 
have  already  said;  and  thus  he  accomplished 
this  by  the  bye,  during  the  siege  of  the  city,  for 
he  had  his  enemies  in  great  contempt  already. 

9.  When  he  had  thus  married  Mariamne,  he 
came  back  to  Jerusalem  with  a  greater  army. 
Sosius  also  joined  him  with  a  large  army,  both 
of  horsemen  and  footmen,  which  he  sent  before 
him  through  the  midland  parts,  while  he 
marched  himself  along  Phoenicia;  and  when  the 
whole  army  was  gotten  together,  which  were 
eleven  regiments  of  footmen,  and  six  thousand 
horsemen,  beeidesthe  Syrian  auxiliaries,  which 
were  no  small  part  of  the  army,  they  pitched 
their  camp  near  to  the  north  wall.  Herod's 
dependence  was  upon  the  decree  of  the  senate, 
by  which  he  was  made  king;  and  Sosius  relied 
upon  Antony,  who  sent  the  army  that  was 
nnier  him  to  Herod's  assistance. 


CHAPTER  XVHL 

HOW  HEROD  AND  SOSIOS  TOOE  JERtJSAI.FM 
BY  FOKCE;  and  what  DEATH  ANTIQON08 
CAME  TO.  ALSO,  CONCERNING  CLEui»A- 
TAA's   AVARICIOU3  TEMPKtt. 

^  1.  Now  the  multitude  of  the  Jews  that  were 
in  the  city  were  divided  into  several  factions; 
for  the  people  that  crowded  about  the  temple, 
being  the  weaker  part  of  them,  gave  it  out 
that,  as  the  times  were,  he  was  the  happiest 
and  most  religious  man  who  should  die  first. 
But  as  to  the  more  bold  and  hardy  men,  they 
gnt  together  in  bodies,  and  fell  a  robbing 
others  aftur  various  manners,  and  these  par- 
ticularly plundered  the  places  that  were  about 
the  city,  and  this  because  there  was  no  food 
left  either  for  the  horses  or  the  men;  yet 
some  of  the  warlike  men,  who  were  used  to 
tight  regularly,  were  appointed  to  defend  the 
city  during  the  siege,  and  these  drove  those 
that  rai>-ed  the  banks  nway  from  the  wall; 
and  these  were  always  inventing  one  engine 
or  another  to  be  a  hinderance  to  the  engines 
of  the  enemy;  nor  had  they  so  much  success 
any  way  as  in  the  mines  under  ground. 

2.  Now,  as  for  the  robberies  which  were 
committed,  the  king  contrived  that  ambushes 
ehould  be  so  laid,  that  they  might  restrain 
their  excursions;  nnd  as  for  the  want  of 
provisions,  he  provided  that  they  should  be 
brought  to  them  from  great  distances.  He 
was  also  too  hard  tor  the  Jews,  by  the 
Romans*  skill  in  the  art  of  war:  although  they 
were  bold  to  the  utmost  degi"ee,now  they  durst 
not  come  to  a  plain  battle  with  the  Romans, 
which  was  certain  death;  but  through  their 
mines  under  ground  they  would  appear  in  the 
midst  of  them  on  the  sudden,  and  before  they 
could  batter  down  one  wall,  they  built  them 
another  in  its  stead;  and  to  sum  up  all  at 
once,  they  did  not  show  any  want  either  of 
painstaking  or  of  contrivances,  as  having 
resolved  to  hold  out  to  the  very  last.  Indeed, 
though  they  had  so  great  an  army  lying 
round  about  them,  they  bore  a  siege  of  five 
months,  till  some  of  Herod's  chosen  men  ven- 
tured to  get  upon  the  wall,  and  fell  into  the 
city,  as  did  Soeius's  centurions  after  them 
and  now  they  first  of  all  seized  upon  what  was 
about  the  temple;  and  "upon  the  pouring  in 
of  the  army,  there  was  slaughter  of  vast  mul- 
titudes everywhere,  by  reason  of  the  rage  the 
Romans  were  in  at  the  length  of  the  siege, 
and  by  reason  that  the  Jews  that  were  about 
Herod  earnestly  endeavoured  that  none  of 
their  adversaries  might  remain;  so  they  were 
cut  to  pieces  by  great  multitudes,  and  as 
they  were  crowded  together  in  narrow  streets, 
and  in  houses,  or  were  running  away  to  the 
temple;  nor  was  there  any  mercy  shown  either 
to  in&nts  or  to  the  aged,  or  to  the  weakef 
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Bex;  insomnrli.  tliat  although  the  kiny  sent 
about  Hnd  desired  them  to  spare  the  pfoplL', 
nobody  could  be  persuaded  to  withhold  lliL-ir 
right  hand  from  slaughter,  but  they  slew 
people  of  all  ages,  like  madmen.  Then  it 
was  that  Antigonus,  without  any  regard  to 
bis  former  or  to  his  present  fortune,  came 
down  from  the  citadel,  and  fell  down  at 
Sosiua's  feet,  who  without  pitying  him  at  all, 
upon  the  change  of  his  condition,  laughed  at 
bnn  beyond  measure,  and  called  him  Anti- 
gona.*  Yet  did  not  he  treat  him  like  a 
woman,  or  let  him  go  free,  but  put  him  into 
bonds,  and  kept  him  in  custody. 

3.  But  Herod's  concern  at  present,  now  he 
bad  gotten  his  enemies  under  his  power,  was 
to  restrain  the  zeal  of  his  foreign  auxiliaries; 
for  the  multitude  of  the  strange  people  were 
very  eager  to  see  the  temple,  and  what  was 
sacred  in  the  holy  house  itsulf;  but  the  king 
endeavoured  to  rcstniin  them,  partly  by  his 
exhortations,  partly  by  his  threatenings,  nay, 
p«rtly  by  force,  as  thinking  the  victory  worse 
than  a  defeat  to  him,  if  any  thing  that  ought 
not  to  be  seen  were  seen  by  them.  He  also 
forbade,  at  the  same  time,  the  spoiling  of  the 
city,  asking  Susius  in  the  most  earnest  manner, 
whether  the  Konians,  by  thus  emptying  the 
city  of  money  and  men,  had  a  mind  to  leave 
.liiu  king  of  u  desert, — and  told  him,  that  he 
judged  the  dominion  of  the  habitable  earth  too 
small  a  compensation  for  the  slaughter  of  so 
many  citizens.  And  when  Sosius  said,  that  it 
was  but  just  to  allow  the  soldiers  this  plun- 
der, as  a  reward  for  what  they  dUlTered  during 
tile  siege,  Herod  made  answer,  that  he  would 
give  every  one  of  the  soldiers  ^  reward  out  of 
his  own  money.  So  he  purchased  the  deUver- 
aiice  of  his  country,  and  performed  his  pro- 
mises to  them,  and  made  presents  after  a 
magniticejit  manner  to  each  soldier,  and  propor- 
tiunably  to  their  commanders,  and  with  a  most 
royal  bounty  to  Sosius  himself,  whereby 
nobody  went  away  but  in  a  wealthy  condition. 
Hereupon  Sosius  dediciite<l  a  crown  of  gold 
to  God,  and  then  went  away  from  Jerusalem, 
leading  Antigonus  away  in  bonds  to  Antony; 
tben  did  the  axe  bring  hiui  to  his  end,']'  who 
still  had  a  fond  desire  of  life,  and  some  frigxl 
hopes  of  it  to  the  last;  but  by  his  cowardly 
behaviour  well  deserved  to  die  by  it. 

4.  Hereupon  king  Herod  dUtinguished  the 
multitude  that  was  in  the  city;  and  for  those 
that  were  of  his  side,  he  made  them  still  more 
his  friends  by  the  honours  he  coiiterred  on 
them;  but  for  those  of  Antigonus's  party,  he 
slew  them:  and  as  his  money  ran  low,  he 
turned  all  the  ornaments  he  had  into  money, 
and  sent  it  to  Antony,  and  to  those  about 
Lnn,     Vet  could  he  not  hereby  purchase  an 


•  ThU  fi  •  woman,  not  a  roan. 

^  Tbts  dratb  tA  AuLgonus  it  confjiined  by  Plutarch 
andSutibo;  itit  latttr  uf  wbum  i>  ciUd  i^r  it  lij  Jo^m:-- 
phus  biOiSctf,  Aqu<).  b.  XT.ctu  L  sect  *^  as  l>t:jo  Aldhcb 
tero  ob*arv«> 


exemption  from  all  sufferings;  for  Antony 
was  now  bewitched  by  his  love  to  Cleopatra, 
and  was  entirely  conquered  by  her  charms. 
Now  Cleopatra  had  put  to  death  all  her  kin- 
dred, till  no  one  near  her  in  blood  remained 
alive,  and  after  that  she  fell  a  slaying  those 
no  way  related  to  her.  So  she  calunniiated 
the  principal  men  among  the  Syrians  to 
Antony,  and  persuaded  him  to  have  them 
slain,  that  so  she  might  easily  gain  to  be  mis- 
tress of  what  they  had;  nay,  she  extended  her 
avaricious  humour  to  the  Jews  and  Arabians^ 
knd  secretly  laboured  to  have  Herod  and  Alali- 
chus,  tlie  kings  of  both  those  nations,  slain  by 
his  order. 

5.  Now  as  to  these  her  injunctions  te 
Antony,  he  complied  in  part;  for  though  he 
esteemed  it  too  abominable  a  thing  to  kill  sucb 
good  and  great  kings,  yet  was  be  thereby 
alienated  from  the  friendship  he  had  fortbera. 
He  also  took  away  a  great  deal  of  their 
country;  nay  even  the  plantation  of  palm- 
trees  at  Jericho,  where  also  grows  the  baUam- 
tree,  and  bestowed  them  upon  her;  as  also 
ail  the  cities  on  this  side  the  river  Eleutherus, 
Tyre  and  SidonJ  excepted.  And  when  she 
was  become  mistress  of  these,  and  had  con- 
ducted Antony  in  his  expedition  against  the 
Parthians,  as  lar  as  Euphrates,  she  came  by 
Apamia  ajui  Damascus  into  Judea;  and  there 
did  Herod  pacify  her  indignation  at  him  by 
large  presents.  He  also  hired  of  her  those 
places  that  had  been  torn  away  from  his 
kingdom,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  two  hundred 
talents.  He  conducted  her  also  as  far  as 
Pelusium,  and  paid  her  all  the  respects  pos- 
sible. Now  it  was  not  long  after  this  that 
Antony  was  come  back  from  Partbia,  and  led 
with  him  Artabazes,  Tigranes's  son,  captive, 
as  a  present  for  Cleopatra;  for  this  Parthian 
was  presently  given  her,  with  his  money,  and 
all  the  prey  that  was  taken  with  him. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

HOW  ANTONY,  AT  THE  PERSUASION  OF  CLEO- 
PATllA,  SENT  HERUD  TO  FIGHT  AGAINST 
THE  ARABIANS;  AND  HOW,  AFTER  SEVE- 
RAL BATTLES,  HE  AT  LENGTH  GOT  TUX 
VICTORY.  AS  ALSO  CONCERNING  A  GREaY 
EARTHQUAKE. 

§  1.  Now  when  the  war  about  Actium  was 
begun,  Herod  prepared  to  come  to  the  assist* 
auce  of  Antony,  as  being  already  treed  itoiQ 
bis  troubles  in  Judea,  and  having  gained 
Hyrcaiiia,  which  was  a  plac«  that  was  held  by 


{  This  aocteot  liberty  of  Tvre  and  SidtfD  Qntter  th« 
f.ui.ifiiis.  Uki-i)  iiolice  or  by  Josephus.  both  here  and 
AEitiq.b.  zv.cti.it.&rct  I,  is  roiitinufrd  b>  tbe  teKtimonv 
<>i  -irubu.  b.  xvi.  p.  l-'jl.  as  l»ca,ii  Aidrit-d  ifiuarks; 
dltnuiigti,  a&  be  justly  ail<j&,  this  libeity  Liitted  a  liltl* 
while  loDger,  wbco  Augustus  took  it  awit)  Itvm  ibeuu 
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Anlieonus's  sister.  However,  he  was  cun- 
ningly l>:ii(lerril  troni  partaking  of  the  bazjnls 
that  Antony  went  through  by  Cleopatra;  tor 
Bini-e,  as  we  have  already  noted,  she  had  laid 
a  plot  against  the  kings  [of  Judea  and  Arabia], 
the  prevailed  with  Antony  to  commit  the  war 
against  the  Arabians  to  lierod;  that  so,  it  be 
got  the  better,  she  might  become  mistress  ot 
Arabia,  or,  if  he  were  worsted,  of  Judea;  and 
that  she  might  destroy  one  of  those  kings  by 
tbe  other. 

•2.  However,  this  contrivance  tended  to  the 
advantajte  of  Herod;  for  at  the  very  first  he 
took  hostages  from  the  enemy,  and  got  toge- 
ther a  great  body  of  horse,  and  ordered  them 
t<j  march  against  them  about  Diospolis;  and 
ha  coiiquere<l  that  army  although  it  fought 
resolutely  against  him.  After  which  defeat, 
tlie  .\ral)iaii9  were  in  great  motion,  and  assem- 
bled themselves  together  at  Kanatha,  a  city  of 
Celesyria,  in  vast  multitudes,  and  waited  for 
tbe  Jews.  And  when  Herod  was  come  thither, 
he  tried  to  manage  this  war  with  particular 
pruriejice,  and  gave  orders  that  they  should 
build  a  wall  about  their  camp;  yet  did  not  the 
inuitilude  comply  with  those  orders,  but  were 
S't  embolilened  by  their  foregoing  victory,  that 
tlK-y  presently  attacked  the  Arabians,  and  beat 
tlHiiii  at  the  linit  onset,  and  then  pursued  tbeni ; 
yet  were  there  snares  laid  for  Herod  in  that 
pursuit;  wlide  Athenio,  who  was  one  of  Cleo- 
patra's generals,  and  always  an  antagonist  to 
Hriod,  auiit  out  of  Kanatha  the  men  of  that 
country  a^^linst  him;  for,  upon  this  fresh 
aiiset,  tbe  Arabi^uis  took  courage,  and  returned 
back,  and  both  joined  their  numerous  forces 
i»l)«nt  stony  places,  that  were  hard  to  be  gone 
over,  u.id  I  here  put  Herod's  men  to  the  rout, 
and  made  a  great  slaughter  of  them;  but  those 
that  escaped  out  ot  tbe  battle  ded  to  Urwiza, 
where  the  Arabians  surrounded  their  cainp, 
a(ni  took  it,  »!itu  all  tbe  men  in  it. 

3.  In  a  little  time  after  this  calamity, 
Herod  came  to  bring  them  succours;  but  be 
irame  too  late.  Now  the  occasion  of  that  blow 
was  this,  that  the  olTicers  would  not  obey 
orders;  for  had  not  the  fight  begun  so  sud- 
deidy,  Atheiiio  had  not  found  a  proper  season 
lor  the  snares  he  laid  for  Herod:  however,  be 
was  even  with  the  Arabians  afterward,  and 
over-ran  their  country,  and  did  them  more 
harm  than  their  single  victory  could  compen- 
sate. Hut  as  he  was  avenging  himself  on  his 
enemies,  there  fell  upon  him  another  provi- 
dential calamity;  for  in  tbe  seventh'  year  of 
his  reign,  when  the   war  about  Actiucn  was 

.•  Tl)i»  seventh  year  of  the  rei?n  of  Herod  [from  the 
Conijuesl  or  de;ilh  of  Antittonus].  with  the  ijreal  eanh- 
<|oftk*  in  ttie  he^inaioe  of  lite  •ame  spring,  which  are 
lienj  fully  iaiftied  to  be  not  much  helore  tite  (],;i>t  ut 
Arliuui,  botweeii  ilctavius  and  Antony,  and  which  i? 
known  from  the  Roman  historians  to  have  hern  in  the 
beeinniiiie  ol  Septomber,  in  tile  3lst  year  hel^irv  tbe 
CtiriKUau  lEri,  delfrraine*  tlie  chronolorf>  of  Joaeplius  a» 
t'i  llic  rwi;ii  nf  IJt-roi,  viK  t*i  it  lie  hi-guo  in  iht-  yr^ir  ;17, 
bf^yinA  ral.'-n^ii  contradiction.  Not  14  it  qoiie  oowonli) 
uf  uur  ooucc,  ItMt  uaaseTcnlA  year«f  tba  rei^u  of  tierinl. 


at  the  height,  at  the  beginning  of  the  spring, 
the  earth  was  shaken,  and  destroyed  an 
immense  nuinlier  of  cattle,  with  thirty  thousand 
men;  but  tbe  army  received  no  harm,  because 
it  lay  in  the  open  air.  In  tbe  mean  time,  the 
fame  of  this  earthquake  elevated  the  Arabians 
to  greater  courage,  and  this  by  augmenting  it 
to  a  fabulous  height,  as  is  constantly  tbe  case 
in  melancholy  accidents,  and  preteiniing  that 
all  Judea  was  overthrown.  Upon  this  suppo- 
sal,  therefore,  that  they  shoulii  easily  get  a 
land  that  was  destitute  of  inhabitants  into 
their  power,  they  lirst  sacriliced  those  ambas- 
sadors who  were  come  to  them  from  the  Jews, 
and  then  luarcbed  into  Judea  immeiiiately. 
Now  the  Jewi^h  nation  were  airrighted  at  this 
invasion,  and  quite  dispirited  at  the  greatness 
of  their  calamities  one  after  another;  whom 
yet  Herod  got  together,  and  endeavoured  to 
encourage  to  defend  themselves  by  the  tollow- 
ing  speech  which  be  made  to  them:  — 

4.  "  The  present  dread  you  are  under, 
seeius  to  aie  to  have  seized  upon  you  very 
unseasonably.  It  is  true,  you  might  justly 
be  dismayed  at  the  providential  cba-tis'finent 
which  hath  befallen  you;  but  to  sutler  your- 
selves to  be  equally  lerritied  at  the  invasion 
of  men,  is  unmanly.  As  for  myself,  I  am  so 
far  from  being  alTrigbtcd  at  our  enemies  utter 
this  earthquake,  that  1  imagine  that  Uoil 
hath  thereby  Liid  a  bait  for  the  Arabians,  that 
we  may  be  avenged  on  them;  tor  their  pre- 
sent invasion  proceeds  more  from  our  acci- 
dental misfortunes,  than  that  they  have  any 
great  dependence  on  their  weapons,  or  their 
own  fitness  for  action.  Now  that  hope  which 
depends  not  on  men's  own  power,  but  on 
others'  ill  succes.s,  is  a  very  ticklish  thing;  lor 
there  is  no  certainty  among  men,  either  in 
their  bad  or  good  fortunes;  but  we  may  easily 
observe,  that  fortune  is  mutable,  and  goes  troni 
one  side  to  another;  and  this  you  may  readily 
learn  from  examples  among  yourselves;  tor 
when  you  were  once  victors  in  tbe  former 
tight,  your  enemies  overcame  you  at  last; 
and  very  likely  it  w*ni  now  happen  so,  that 
these  who  think  themselves  sure  of  beating 
you,  will  themselves  be  beaten;  for  when 
men  are  very  conbdent,  they  are  not  upon 
their  guard,  while  fear  teaches  men  to  act 
with  caution;  insomuch,  that  I  venture  to 
prove  from  )our  very  tiniorousness,  that  you 
ought  to  take  courage;  for  when  you  were 
niore  bold  than  you  ought  to  have  been,  and 
than  I  would  have  bad  you,  and  marched 
oiu  Athenio 's  treachery  took  place;  but  your 
present  slowness  and  seeming  dejection  of 
mind,  is  to  ine  a  pledge  ami  assurance  of 
victory;  and  indeed  it  is  proper  beforehand 
:o  be  thus  provident:  but  when  we  come  to 
iction,  we  ought  to  erect  our  minds,  and  to 
■  nake  our  enemies,  be  they  evei*  so  wicked, 

or  I)ie 3tst  before  fhe  Christitn  icra,  rinlaii)td  the  latt'»r 
pan  ol  a  SabbaJx  year;  oil  which  >ahha1tc  year,  tb«>n> 
fore,  it  id  plain  this  gii-aiearlbquate  baiipeaeilmJtulorw 
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believe,  that  neither  any  human,  no,  nor  any 
providential  mi^to^tune,  can  ever  depress  tbe 
courage  of  Jews  wbile  they  are  ulive;  nor 
will  any  of  them  ever  overlook  an  Arabian, 
or  suifer  such  a  one  to  become  lord  of  his 
good  thirigs,  whom  he  has  in  a  manner  taken 
captive,  and  that  many  times  also: — and  do 
not  you  disturb  yourselves  at  the  quaking  of 
inanimate  creatures,  nor  do  you  imagine  that 
this  earthquake  is  a  sign  of  another  calamity; 
for  such  affections  of  the  elements  are  accord- 
ing to  the  course  of  nature;  nor  dues  it  im- 
port any  thing  farther  to  men,  than  what 
mischief  It  does  immediately  of  itself.  Per- 
haps, there  may  come  some  short  sign  before- 
hand in  the  case  of  pestilences,  and  famines, 
and  earthquakes;  but  these  calamities  them- 
selves have  their  force  limited  by  themselves, 
[without  foreboding  any  other  calamity];  and 
indeed  what  greater  mischief  can  the  war, 
though  it  should  be  a  vjolent  one,  do  to  us, 
than  the  earthquake  hath  done?  Nay,  there 
is  a  signal  of  our  enemies'  destruction  visi- 
ble, and  that  a  very  great  one  also;  and  this 
is  not  a  natural  one,  nor  derived  from  the 
hand  of  foreigners  neither,  but  it  is  this,  that 
they  have  barbarously  murdered  our  ambas- 
sadors, contrary  to  the  common  law  of  man- 
kind; and  they  have  destroyed  so  many,  as 
if  tbey  esteemed  them  sacrilices  for  God,  in 
relation  to  this  war;  but  they  will  not  avoid 
bis  great  eye,  nor  his  invincible  right  hand; 
and  we  shall  be  revenged  of  them  presently, 
in  case  we  still  retain  any  of  the  courage  of 
our  forefathers,  and  rise  up  boldly  to  punish 
these  covenant-breakers.  Let  every  one  there- 
fore go  on  and  tight,  not  so  much  for  his  wife 
or  his  children,  or  tor  the  danger  his  country 
is  in,  as  for  these  ambassadors  of  ours;  those 
dtad  ambassadors  will  coinluct  this  war  of 
ours  better  than  we  ourselves  who  are  alive; 
and  if  you  will  be  ruled  by  me,  I  will  myself 
go  before  you  into  danger;  for  you  know  this 
well  enough,  that  your  courage  is  irresistible, 
uidess  you  hurt  vour^elves  by  acting  rash- 
ly.- 

5.  When  Herod  had  encouraged  them  by 
this  speech,  and  he  saw  with  what  alacrity 
they  went,  he  ofTerL-d  sacrifice  to  God;  and 
after  that  sacritice,  he  passed  over  the  river 
Jordan  with  his  army,  and  pitched  his  camp 
about  Philadelphia,  near  the  enemy,  and 
alK>ut  a  fortification  that  lay  between  them. 
He  then  shot  at  them  at  a  distance,  and  was 
desirous  to  come  to  an  engagement  presently; 
for  some  of  them  had  been  sent  beforehand 
to  seize  upon  that  fortification:  but  tbe  Icing 
sent  some  who  immediately  beat  them  out  of 
the  fortification,  while  he  himself  went  in  the 
fore- front    of   the   army,  which    he    put   in 


•  T^iis  speech  of  l4«rod  is  set  fiown  Iwice  by  Jose- 
phos.  here  iiiiil  Autiq.  b  ST.  ch.  «.  secL  a,  to  Uie  lery 
bamf  pur|iu**,  but  l»j  no  uieaii«  in  (Uc  iamf  words; 
v.-ben9t  It  appearii  that  the  scuse  itxs  tiefod's,  but  the 
Ccmponilion  Jo^phus's, 


battle-array  every  day.and  invited  the  Arabian* 
to  tight ;  but  as  none  of  them  came  out  oi 
their  camp,  for  tbey  were  in  a  terrible  fright, 
and  their  general,  Eltbemus,  was  not  able  to 
say  a  word  for  fear, — so  Herod  came  upon 
them,  and  pulled  their  fortification  to  pieces, 
by  which  means  they  were  compelled  to  come 
out  to  light,  which  they  did  in  disorder,  and 
so  that  the  horsemen  and  footmen  were 
mixed  together.  They  were  indeed  superior 
to  the  Jews  in  number,  but  inferior  in  their 
alacrity,  although  tbey  were  obliged  to  expose 
themselves  to  danger  by  their  very  despair  oi 
victory. 

6.  How  while  they  made  opposition,  they 
bad  not  a  great  number  slain ;  but  as  soon  as 
they  turned  their  backs,  a  great  many  were 
trodden  to  pieces  by  the  Jews,  and  a  great 
many  by  themselves,  and  so  perished,  till  livf 
thousand  were  fallen  down  dead  in  tbf 
flight,  while  the  rest  of  the  multitude  p-  - 
vented  their  immediate  death,  by  crow  7 
into  the  fortitication.  Herod  encompi 
these  around,  and  besieged  them ;  and  wmiv 
tbey  were  ready  to  be  taken  by  their  enemies 
in  arms,  they  had  another  additional  distress 
upon  them,  which  was  thirst  and  want  of 
water;  for  the  king  was  above  hearkening  to 
their  ambassadors;  and  when  they  offered  live 
hundred  talents,  as  tbe  price  of  their  redemp- 
tion, he  pressed  still  harder  upon  them ;  and 
as  they  were  burnt  up  by  their  thirst,  they  came 
out,  and  vohintarily  delivered  themselves  up 
by  multitudes  to  the  Jews,  till  in  five  days' 
time  lour  thousand  of  them  were  put  into 
bonds;  and  on  the  sixth  day  the  multitude 
that  were  left  despaired  of  sanng  themselves, 
and  came  Out  to  fight:  with  these  Herod 
fought,  and  slew  again  about  seven  thousaml, 
insomuch  that  he  punished  Arabia  so  severely, 
and  so  far  extinguished  tbe  spirits  of  the 
men,  tliat  be  was  chosen  by  the  nation  for 
their  ruler. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

UEBOO  IS  CONFIRMED  IN  HIS  KINGDOM  BV 
CES.tB,  AND  CULTIVATES  &  FRIENDSHIP 
WITH  THE  EMPEROR  BY  MAGNIFICENT 
PBLSENTS  ;  W  HILE  C.£SAB  EETLBNS  HIS 
KINDNESS  BV  BESTOWING  ON  HIM  THAT 
FART  OF  HIS  KINGDOM  WHICH  HAD  BEEM 
TAKLN  AWAY  FROM  IT  BY  CLEOPATBA, 
WITH  THE  ADDITION  OF  ZEKODOBUS'S 
CODNTRY  ALSO. 

;  1.  But  now  Herod  was  under  immediate 
onceru  about  a  most  important  affair,  0.1 
ccount  of  his  friendship  with  Antonv,  who 
.vas  already  overcome  at  Actium  by  Czesar,  yet 
Le  was  more  afraid  than  hurt;  for  Caesar  did 
not  think  he  had  quite  undone  Antony,  while 
Herod  continued  his  assistance  to  bim.  How- 
ever, the  kii.g  rest'lved  to  expo^  himself  to 
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dangers:  accordingly  be  sailed  to  Rbodes, 
where  Caesar  then  abode,  and  came  to  him 
without  his  diadem,  and  in  the  habit  and 
appearance  of  a  private  person,  but  in  his 
behariour  as  a  king.  So  he  concealed  nothing 
of  the  truth,  but  spake  thus  before  his  face: 
— "O  Cscsar,  as  I  was  made  king  of  the  Jews 
by  Antony^  so  do  I  profess  that  I  have  used 
my  royal  authority  in  the  best  manner,  and 
entirely  for  his  advantage:  nor  wiU  I  conceal 
Uiis  ferther,  that  thou  hadst  certainly  found 
me  in  arms,  and  an  inseparable  companion  of 
his,  had  not  the  Arabians  hindered  me.  How- 
ever, I  sent  him  as  many  ausciiiaries  as  I  was 
able,  and  matiy  ten  thousand  {[cori]  of  corn. 
Nay,  indeed,  I  did  itot  desert  my  benefactor 
after  the  blow  that  was  given  him  at  Actium; 
but  I  gave  him  the  best  advice  1  was  able, 
when  I  was  no  longer  able  to  assist  hini  in 
the  war;  and  1  told  him  that  there  was  but 
one  way  of  recovering  his  atfairs,  and  that 
was  to  kilt  Cleopatra;  and  i  promised  him, 
that  if  she  were  once  dead,  I  would  atrord 
him  monev  and  walls  for  his  security,  viith 
an  armv  and  myself  to  as:^ist  him  in  his  war 
against  thee:  but  his  affections  for  Cleopatra 
stopped  his  ears,  as  did  God  himself  also, 
who  hath  befitowed  the  government  on  thee. 
1  own  rayself  also  to  be  overcome  together 
with  him;  and  with  his  last  fortune  1  have 
laid  aside  my  diadem,  and  am  come  hither  to 
thee,  having  my  hopes  of  f^afety  in  thy  virtue; 
and  I  desire  that  thou  wilt  first  consider  how 
faithful  a  friend,  aiid  not  whose  friend,  1  have 
been." 

2.  Cesar  replied  to  him  thus:  — "  Xay, 
thou  shah  not  only  be  iii  safety,  but  shalt  be 
a  king,  and  that  more  firmly  than  thou  wast 
betbrc;  for  thou  art  worthy  to  reign  over  a 
great  many  subjects,  by  reason  of  the  fastness 
of  thy  friendship,  and  do  thou  endeavour  to 
be  equally  constant  in  thy  friendship  to  me 
upon  my  good  success,  which  is  what  I  depend 
upon  from  the  generosity  of  thy  disposition. 
However,  Antony  hath  done  well  in  preferring 
Cleopatra  to  thee;  for  by  this  means  we 
have  gained  thee  by  her  madness,  and  thus 
thou  bast  begun  to  be  ray  friend  before  1 
began  to  be  thine;  on  which  account  Quintus 
Diiiius  hath  written  to  me  that  thou  sentest 
him  assistance  against  the  gladiators,  i  do 
th-^refore  assure  thee  that  1  will  confirm  the 
kingdom  to  thee  by  decree;  I  shall  also 
c/ideavour  to  do  thee  some  farther  kindness 
he-oafter,  that  thou  raayest  tijid  uo  loss  in  the 
want  of  Antony." 

a.  When  CiEsar  had  spoken  such  obliging 
things  to  the  king,  and  had  put  the  diadem 
again  about  his  head,  he  proclaimed  what  be 
bad  bestowed  on  him  by  a  decree,  in  which 
he  enlarged  in  the  commendation  of  the  man 
after  a  magnificent  manner.  Whereupon 
Herod  obliged  him  to  be  kind  to  him  by  the 
presents  he  gave  him,  and  he  desired  him  to 
forgive  Alexander,  one  of  Antony'^  friends. 


who  was  become  a  supplicant  to  him.  But 
Caesar's  anger  against  him  prevailed,  and  he 
complained  of  the  many  and  very  great 
offences  the  man  whom  he  petitioned  for  had 
been  guilty  of;  and  by  that  means  he  rejected 
bis  petition.  After  this,  Caesar  went  for 
Egypt  through  Syria,  when  Herod  received 
him  with  royal  and  rich  entertainments;  and 
then  did  he  first  of  all  ride  along  with  Caesar 
as  he  was  reviewing  bis  army  about  Ptole- 
mais,  and  feasted  him  with  all  his  friends,  and 
then  distributed  among  the  rest  of  the  army 
what  was  necessary  to  feast  them  withal.  He 
also  made  a  plentiful  provision  of  water  for 
them,  when  they  were  to  march  as  far  as 
Felusium,  through  a  dry  country,  which  he 
did  also  in  like  manner  on  their  return  thence; 
nor  were  there  any  necessaries  wanting  to  that 
army.  It  was  therefore  the  opinion,  both  of 
Caesar  and  of  his  soldiers,  that  Herod's  king- 
dom was  too  small  for  those  generous  presents 
he  made  them;  for  which  reason,  when  Ceesar 
was  come  into  Egypt,  and  Cleopatra  and 
Antony  were  dead,  he  did  not  only  bestow 
other  marks  of  honour  upon  him,  but  made  an 
addition  to  his  kingdom,  by  giving  him  not 
only  the  country  which  bad  been  taken  from 
him  by  Cleopatra,  but,  besides  that,  Gadara, 
and  Hippos,  and  Samaria;  and  moreover,  of 
the  maritime  cities,  Uaza,*  and  Anthedon, 
and  Juppa,  and  Strato's  Tower.  He  also 
made  him  a  present  of  four  hundred  GalU 
[Galatiims]  as  a  guard  for  his  body,  which 
they  had  been  to  Cleopatra  before.  Nor  did 
any  thing  so  strongly  induce  C^sar  to  make 
tliese  presents  as  the  generosity  of  hiiii  that 
received  them. 

4.  Moreover,  after  the  first  games  at 
Actium,  he  added  to  his  kingdom  both  the 
region  called  Trachonitis,  and  what  lay  iu  iu 
nei^hlM}urhood,  Batanea,  and  the  country  of 
Auranitis;  and  that  on  the  following  occa,- 
sion; — Zenodorus,  who  had  hired  the  house  of 
Lysanias,  had  all  along  sent  robbers  out  ot 
Trachonitis  among  the  Damascens;  wbo  there- 
upon had  recourse  to  Varro,  the  pre^^ident  of 
Syria,  and  desired  of  him  that  he  would 
represent  the  calamity  they  were  iu  to  Ca;sar. 
When  Cicsar  was  acquainted  with  it,  he  sent 
back  orders  that  this  nest  of  robbers  febould 
be  destroyed.  Varro  therefore  made  an  expe- 
dition agaiust  them,  and  cleared  the  land  of 
those  men,  aud  took  it  away  from  Zenodo- 
rus.  Ciesar  did  also  afterward  bestow  it  on 
Herod,  that  it  might  not  again  become  a 
receptacle  for  those  robbers  that  bad  come 


•  Since  Josephus,  both  here  and  in  his  Aotiq.  b.  XT 
cb.vii.sect.^,  rt-clons  Gaza,  whicli  bud  been  a  (ree  city, 
among  the  cities  qiven  Herod  by  Aukiuslus,  and  >et 
imvlitrs  tdat  Herod  had  made  Costubarue  a  gueemor  of 
it  heltire.  Aiitiq  b.  xv.  ch.  vit.secl  9.  Hardiiio  has  some 
pretence  (ur  saving  that  J  osepttus  liere  cuutradicled  hita- 
srlf-  But  perhaps  Herod  thought  he  had  »ulficionl 
.lUthority  to  put  a  einertior  inlo  Ham.  alter  he  waa 
iDadr  trirarch  ur  kiiiii,  in  tunes  «(  war,  before  the  oity 
wai  dejivered  eutireiy  into  Uis  hand*  by  ^ugu»tUK 


584 


WARS  OF  THE  JEWS. 


BOOK  T 


of^ainst  Damascus.  He  also  made  bim  a  pro- 
curator of  .all  Syria,  and  this  on  tfae  tenth 
year  afterward,  when  he  came  again  into  that 
province;  and  this  was  so  established,  that 
the  other  procurators  could  not  do  any  thing 
in  the  administration  without  his  advice:  but 
when  Zenodorus  was  dead,  Cffsar  bestowed 
on  him  all  that  land  which  lay  between  Tra- 
chonitis  and  Galilee.  Yet,  what  was  still  of 
more  consequence  to  Herod,  he  was  beloved 
by  Csesar  next  after  Agrippa,  and  by  Agrippa 
next  after  Csesar ;  whence  he  arrived  at  a 
very  great  degree  of  felicity ;  yet  did  the 
greatness  of  bis  soul  exceed  it;  and  the  main 
part  of  his  magnanimity  was  extended  to  the 
promotion  of  piety. 


CELA.PTER  XXL 

OF  TBB  [temple  ASd]  CITIES  THAT  WERE 
Bt'ILT  BY  BEROD,  A.ND  ERECTED  FROM  THE 
VERY  rODNDATIONS;  AS  ALSO  OE  THOSE 
OTHER  EDiriCES  THAT  WERE  ERECTED  BY 
UIM;  and  WHAT  MAGNIFICENCE  HE  SHOW- 
ED TO  FOREIGNERS;  AND  HOW  FOHTU.NE 
WAS  IN   ALL  THINGS  FAVOURABLE  TO  UIM. 

§  1.  AccoBDiNGLT,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of 
his  reign,  Uerod  rebuilt  the  temple,  and 
encompassed  a  piece  of  land  about  it  %vith  a 
wall;  which  land  was  twice  as  large  as  that 
before  enclosed.  The  expenses  he  laid  out 
upon  it  were  vastly  large  also,  and  the  riches 
about  it  were  unspeakable.  A  sign  of  which 
you  have  in  the  great  cloisters  that  were  erect- 
ed about  the  temple,  and  the  citadel*  which 
was  on  its  north  side.  The  cloisters  he  built 
from  the  foundation,  but  the  citadel  he  re- 
paired at  a  vast  expense;  nor  was  it  other  than 
a  royal  palace,  which  he  called  Antonia,  in 
hojiour  of  Antony.  He  also  built  himself  a 
palace  in  the  upper  city,  containing  two  very 
lar^e  and  most  beautiful  apartments;  to  which 
the  holy  house  itself  could  not  be  compared 
[in  largeness].  The  one  apartment  he  named 
Ca!sareum,  and  the  other  Agrippium,  from 
his  [two  great]  friends. 

'2.  Yet  did  he  not  preserve  their  memory 
by  particular  buildings  only,  with  their  names 
given  them,  but  his  generosity  went  as  tar  as 
entire  cities;  tor  when  be  had  built  a  most 
beautiful  wall  round  a  country  in  Samaria, 
twenty  furlongs  long,  and  had  brought  six 
thousand  inhabitants  into  it,  and  had  allotted 
to  it  a  most  fruitful  piece  of  land,  and  in  the 

^  This  fort  wa*  first  boilt.  as  is  suppose,  by  John 
Bttvanui.  See  Prid.  at  the  year  107,  and  called  •'  Uaria." 
Ibe  tower  or  Citadel.  It  was  afterwards  rebuilt,  with 
lent  ijBproveasentx,  by  Herod,  under  the  coTemujent 
jf  Antonius,  and  was  named  tram  him  "the  lower  ol 
%ntuoiai*'  and  about  tbe  time  when  Hero<l  rebuilt  Itje 
Bempie,  be  Beemn  to  have  put  his  Ust  hand  lo  it.  See 
Anl.q.  h.  xviii.  ch.  v  sect  4.  Of  the  War,  h.  i.  ch.  iii. 
wet.  a,  and  ch.  V.  sect  4.  It  lay  ^n  tlie  north-west 
ddt  of  tb«  temple,  and  was  a  quarter  at  lai^c 


midst  of  this  city,  thus  built,  had  erected  a 
very  large  temple  to  Caesar,  and  bad  laid 
round  about  it  a  portion  of  sacred  land  of 
three  furlongs  and  a  half,  he  called  the  city 
Sebaste,  from  Sebastus,  or  Augustus, and  set- 
tled the  affairs  of  the  city  after  a  most  regular 
manner. 

3.  And  when  Casar  had  farther  bestowed 
upon  him  another  additional  country,  he  built 
there  also  a  temple  of  white  marble,  hard  by 
the  fountains  of  Jordan:  the  place  is  Ciilled 
Panium,  where  is  a  top  of  a  mountain  that  is 
raised  to  an  immense  height,  and  at  its  side, 
beneath,  or  at  its  bottom,  a  dark  cave  opens 
itself;  within  which  there  is  a  horrible  pre- 
cipit^e,  that  descends  abruptly  to  a  vast  depth: 
it  contains  a  mighty  quantity  of  water,  which 
is  immoveable,  and  when  any  body  lets  down 
any  thing  to  measure  the  depth  of  the  earth 
beneath  the  water,  no  length  of  cord  is  suffi- 
cient to  reach  it.  Now  the  fountains  'A  Jor- 
dan rise  at  the  roots  of  this  cavity  outv  ardly ; 
and,  as  some  think,  this  is  the  utmosr  urigin 
of  Jordan:  but  we  shall  speak  of  that  r.atter 
more  accurately  in  our  following  histo'y. 

4.  But  the  king  erected  other  plar*- 
Jericho  also,  between  the  citade'  '"  _.«»*  and 
the  former  palace,  such  as  \  better  and 
more  useful  than  the  former  )  travellers, 
and  named  them  from  the  same  friends  of  bis. 
To  say  all  at  once,  there  was  not  any  piece  of 
his  kingdom  fit  for  the  purpose,  that  was  per- 
mitted to  be  without  somewhat  that  was  for 
Caesar's  honour;  and  when  he  had  filled  his 
own  country  with  temples,  he  poured  out  the 
like  plentiful  marks  of  his  esteem  into  his  pro- 
vince, and  biiilt  many  cities  which  be  calleti 
Ce^^areas, 

5.  And  when  he  observed  that  there  was  a 
irity  by  the  sea-side  that  was  much  decayed  (its 
name  was  Strato's  Tower)  but  that  the  place, 
by  the  happiness  of  its  situation,  was  capable 
of  great  improvements  from  his  liberality,  be 
rebuilt  it  all  with  white  stone,  and  adorned  it 
with  several  most  splendid  palaces,  wherein 
he  especially  demonstrated  his  magnaiu:nity; 
for  the  case  was  this,  that  all  the  sea-shore  be- 
tween l>ora  and  Joppa,  in  the  middle,  betweea 
which  this  city  is  situated,  had  no  good  haven, 
insomuch  that  every  one  that  sailed  from  Phoe- 
nicia for  Egypt  was  obhged  to  lie  in  the 
stormy  sea,  by  reason  of  the  south  winds  that 
threatened  them;  which  wind,  if  it  blew  but 
a  little  fresh,  such  vast  waves  are  raised,  and 
dash  upon  the  rocks,  that,  upon  their  retroat, 
the  sea  is  in  a  great  ferment  for  a  lon^  way. 
But  the  king,  by  the  expenses  he  was  at,  and 
the  liberal  disposal  of  them,  overcame  natiirei 
and  built  a  haven  larger  than  was  the 
Pyreciimf    [at  Athens];    and   in  the    innej 

+  That  Josephns  speaks  truth,  when  he  as.urea  Ul 
ihat  the  baren  ol  this  CVsjrea  was  madi*  bj  Hiiod  no* 
less.  nay.  rather  Lir^-er,  than  that  I'amnns  haven  at  Athene, 
iMlled  the  P>reciun.  will  appear,  says  l>eaii  Aldiirli,  tp 
hiin  whi>  compares  (tie  dcsci  iplion  ol  tliAl  at  Athens  i» 
Tttucydiues  and   Pausaniaa,   Kttb   tliis  of  Cei^iea   is 
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aniphilbeatre,  and  theatre,  and  market-place, 
in  a  niajiuer  agreeable  to  tliat  denomination; 
and  appoijited  games  every  fifth  year,  and 
called  them,  in  like  manner,  Caesar's  Uaines; 
aJid  he  first  himself  proposed  the  largest  prizes 
upon  the  hundred  ninety-second  Olynipiad; 
in  which  not  only  the  victors  themselves,  but 
those  that  came  next  to  them,  and  even  those 
that  came  in  the  third  place,  were  partake. a 
of  his  royal  bounty.  He  also  rebuilt  Antlie 
don,  a  city  that  lay  on  the  coast,  and  had  been 
demolished  in  the  wars,  and  named  it  A^'rip- 
peum.  Moreover,  he  had  so  very  great  n 
kindness  for  his  friend  Agrippa,  that  be  had 
his  name  engraved  upon  tliat  gate  which  he 
had  himtelf  erected  in  the  temple. 

9.  Herod  was  also  u  lover  of^his  father,  if 
any  other  per^on  ever  was  so;  for  he  made  a 
iDunuinent  lor  his  father,  even  that  city  wbit-li 
he  built  in  the  finest  plain  that  was  in  hi^ 
kingdom,  and  which  had  rivers  and  trees  in 
abundance,  and  named  it  Antipatris.  He  also 
built  a  wall  about  a  citadel  that  lay  above 
Jericho,  and  was  a  very  strong  and  very  liiie 
building,  and  dedicated  it  to  his  mother,  and 
called  it  Cypres.  Moreover,  he  dedicated  u 
tower  that  was  at  Jcru^atem,  and  railed  it  by 
the  name  of  his  brother  I'lnisaelus,  whose 
structure,  largeness,  and  niagnilicence,  we  shall 
describe  herealter.  lie  also  built  another  city  ■ 
in  the  valley  that  leads  northward  from 
Jericho,  and  iiameil  it  I'liasaelus. 

10.  And  as  be  transunlted  to  eternity  his 
family  and  friends,  so  did  he  not  neglect  a 
memorial  for  himself,  I'ul  built  a  fortress  upon 
a  mountain  towards  Arabia,  and  named  it  iroiii 
himself  Uerodium;!  and  he  called  that  hill 
that  was  of  the  shape  of  a  woman's  'oreast,  and 
Wiis  sixty  furlongs  dijtant  from  Jerusalem,  by 
the  same  name.  He  also  be:?towed  inucU 
curious  art  upon  it  with  great  ambition,  and 
built  round  toners  all  about  the  top  of  it,  and 
filled  up  the  remaining  space  with  the  most. 
costly  palaces  round  about,  insomuch  that  not 
only  the  sight  of  tlie  inner  apartments  wus 
splendid,  but  great  wealth  was  laid  out  on  tlic 
outward  walls,  and  partitions,  and  roots  also. 
Besides  this,  he  brought  a  mighty  quantity  of 
water  from  agieat  distance,  and  at  vast  charges, 
and  raised  an  ascent  to  it  of  two  buntli-ed  steps 
of  the  whitest  marble,  for  the  hill  was  itself 
moderately  high,  and  entirely  factitious,  lie 
also  built  other  palaces  ^bout  the  roots  of  the 
hill,  suthcient  to  receive  the  furniture  that 
was  put  into  them,  with  his  friends  aUo,  inso- 
much Ibiit  on  aecuunt  of  its  containing  ail 
necessaries,  the  iortress  might  seem  to  be  a  city, 
but,  by  the  bounds  it  had,  a  palace  only. 

+  T)iere  were  two  cities,  or  citadels,  called  Ilerodiani; 
in  Judes.and  both  tnentiMned  h>  .losephus,  not  onl)  here, 
•  These  builaiDgs  otcities  by  the  name  ol  Casar,  aod  j  but  Annq.  b  sit.  ch.  xin-  sect  9;  b.  TV.  cl>.  ix.  sect  6. 
institution  of  solemn  jjanies  in  honour  of  Au^uslns  Of  tbe  VNar.  b.L  chap.  \tii.  sect.  8;  u.  lit  ch,  lii  sect.!. 
Cs»ar.  OS  here  and  in  trie  Antii|uities,  related  of  tierud  '  line  vt  lliem  was  iil'O.  and  the  iither  60  luvlongs  distan 
bl'  Josephus,  the  K'.man  liiiitorians  alteflt  to  as  things  (nun  Jenisalem.  One  of  tli.iii  is  mentioned  by  Pliny.. 
Ihei]  Ire'juent  in  itie  ptoxiiiies  ul  Ibat  empire,  us  Dean  tlisL  ^aL  li.  v.  cUap.  air  ab  Ueao  ALirLCU  observe 
AJxtncu  obserTes  un  tiiis  chapter-  .  here 


retirements  of  the  water  he  built  other  deep 
stations  [for  the  ships  also]. 

6.  Now,  although  the  place  where  he  built 
Was  greatly  opposite  to  his  purposes,  yet  did 
he  so  fully  struggle  with  that  ditficulty,  that 
the  firmness  of  his  building  could  not  easily 
be  conquered  by  the  sea;  and  the  beauty  and- 
ornament  of  the  works  svere  such,  as  though 
he  had  not  had  any  diiliculty  in  the  operation ; 
for  when  he  had  measured  out  as  large  a 
space  as  we  have  before  mentioned,  he  let 
down  stones  into  twenty-fathom  water,  the 
greatest  part  of  which  were  fifty  feet  in  length, 
and  nine  in  depth,  and  ten  in  breadth,  and 
some  still  larger.  But  when  the  haven  was 
filled  up  to  that  depth,  he  enlarged  that  wall 
which  was  thus  already  extant  above  the  sea, 
till  it  was  two  hundred  feet  wide;  oue  hun- 
dred of  which  had  buildings  before  it,  in  order 
to  break  the  force  of  the  waves,  whence  it 
was  called  Procumatia,  or  the  first  breaker  of 
the  waves;  but  the  rest  of  the  space  was 
under  a  stone-wall  that  ran  round  it.  On  this 
wall  were  very  large  towers,  the  principal  and 
most  beautiful  of  which  was  called  Drusium, 
fVom  Drusus,  who  was  son-in-law  to  Ca;sar. 

7.  Tliere'  were  also  a  great  number  of 
arches,  where  the  mariners  dwelt;  and  all  the 
places  before  them  round  about  was  a  large 
valley,  or  walk,  for  a  quay  [or  landing-place] 
to  those  that  cime  on  shore;  hut  the  entrance 
was  on  the  north,  because  the  north  wind  was 
there  the  most  gentle  of  all  the  winds.  At 
the  mouth  of  the  haven  were  on  each  side 
three  great  Colossi,  supported  by  pillars, 
where  those  Colossi  that  are  on  your  left  hand 
Rs  you  sail  into  the  port,  are  supported  by  a 
solid  tower;  but  those  on  the  right  hand  are 
supported  by  two  upright  stones  joined  toge- 
ther, which  stones  were  larger  than  that  toiler 
which  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  entrance. 
Now  there  were  continual  edifices  joined  to 
the  haven,  which  were  also  themselves  of 
white  stone;  and  to  this  haven  did  the  narrow 
streets  of  the  city  lead,  and  were  built  at 
e<itial  distances  one  from  another.  And  over- 
dgainst  the  mouth  of  the  haven,  upon  an  ele- 
vation, there  was  a  temple  for  Caesar,  which 
was  excellent  both  in  beauty  and  largeness; 
iiid  therein  was  a  Colossus  of  Ctesar,  not 
less  than  that  of  Jupiter  Olympius,  which  it 
was  made  to  resemble.  The  other  Colossus 
of  Rome  was  equal  to  that  of  Juno  at  Argos. 
So  he  dedicated  the  city  to  the  province, 
and  the  haven  to  the  sailors  there;  but  the 
honour  of  the  building  he  ascribed  to  C-^esar,' 
and  named  it  Cesarea  accordingly. 

8.    He   abo   built   the. other  edifices,   the 


Josephos  here,  and  in  the  Antiq.  b.  xv.  ch.  ix.  sect.  6,  and 
S.  Xvli.  ch.  ix   ^ert    1 
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11.  And  when  he  had  built  so  much,  he  I 
ihowed  the  greatness  of  bis  soul  to  no  small 
number  (if  foreign  cities.  He  built  palaces 
for  exercise  at  Tripoli,  and  Damascus,  and 
Ptoleniais;  he  built  a  wall  about  Byblus,  83 
also  large  rooms,  and  cloisters,  and  temples, 
and  market-places  at  Berytus  and  Tyre,  with 
tiieatres  at  Sidon  and  Damascus.  He  also 
built  aqueducts  for  those  Laodiceans  who 
liveii  liy  the  sea-side;  and  for  those  of  Ascalon 
he  built  baths  and  costly  fountains,  as  also 
cloii.ters  round  a  court,  that  were  admirable 
both  for  their  workmanship  and  largeness. 
Aloreover,  he  dedicated  groves  and  meadows 
to  some  people:  nay,  not  a  few  cities  there 
were  who  had  lands  of  his  donation,  as  if  they 
were  parts  of  his  own  kingdom  He  also 
bestowed  annual  revenues,  and  those  for  ever 
nlso,  on  the  settlements  for  exercises,  and 
appointed  for  them,  as  well  as  for  the  people 
of  Cos,  that  such  rewards  should  never  be 
warning.  He  also  gave  corn  to  all  such  as 
wanted  it,  and  conferred  upon  Rhodes  large 
sums  of  money  for  building  ships;  and  this  he 
liid  in  many  places,  and  frequently  also.  And 
when  Apollo's  temple  had  been  burnt  down, 
he  rebuilt  it  at  his  own  charges,  after  abetter 
manner  than  it  was  before.  What  need  I 
»peiik  of  the  presents  he  made  to  the  Lycians 
and  SamniansI  or  of  his  great  liberality 
through  all  Ionia!  and  that  according  to 
every  body's  wants  of  them.  And  are  not 
the  Athenians,  and  Lacedemonians,  and  Nico- 
pnlitatis,  and  that  Pergamus  which  is  in 
Mysi.t,  full  of  donations  that  Herod  presented 
them  withal!  And  as  for  that  large  open 
place  belonging  to  Antioch  in  Syria,  did  not 
he  pave  it  with  polished  marble,  though  it 
were  twenty  furlongs  longl  and  this  when  it 
was  shunned  by  all  men  before,  because  it 
was  full  of  dirt  and  tilthincss;  when  he  besides 
adorned  the  same  place  with  a  cloister  of  the 
same  length. 

M.  It  is  true,  a  man  may  say,  these  were 
&vours  peculiar  to  those  particular  places  on 
which  he  bestowed  his  benefits;  but  then  what 
tavours  he  bestowed  on  the  Eleans,  was  a 
.onntion  not  only  in  common  to  all  Greece, 
but  to  all  the  habitable  earth,  as  far  as  the 
glory  of  the  Olympic  games  reached;  for 
when  he  perceived  that  they  were  come  to 
nothing,  for  want  of  money,  and  that  the  only 
remains  of  ancient  Greece  were  in  a  manner 
gone,  he  not  only  became  one  of  the  comba- 
tants in  that  return  of  the  fifth  year  games, 
which  in  his  sailing  to  Rome  he  happened  to 
be  present  at,  but  he  settled  upon  them  reve- 
nues of  money  for  perpetuity,  insomuch  that 
■  his  memorial  as  a  combatant  there  can  never 
fail.  It  would  be  an  infijiite  task  if  I  should 
go  ever  bis  payments  of  people's  debts,  or 
tributes,  for  them,  as  he  eased  the  people  of 
Phasaelus,  of  Hatanea,  and  of  the  small  cities 
rbout  Cilicia,  ot  those  ainiual  pensions  they 
before   paid.      However,   the  fear   he   wa.**  in 


much  disturbed  the  greatness  of  his  soul,  lest 
he  should  be  exposed  to  envy,  or  seem  to  hunt 
after  greater  things  than  he  ought,  while  he 
bestowed  more  liberal  gifts  upon  these  cities 
than  did  their  owners  themselves. 

13.  Now  Herod  had  a  body  suited  to  his 
soul,  and  was  ever  a  most  excellent  hunter, 
where  he  generally  had  good  success,  by 
means  of  his  great  skill  in  riding  horses;  for 
in  one  day  he  caught  forty  wild  beasts:'  that 
country  breeds  also  bears;  and  the  greatest 
part  of  it  is  replenished  with  stags  and  wild 
asses.  He  was  also  such  a  warrior  as  could 
not  be  withstood:  many  men  therefore  there 
are  who  have  stood  amazed  at  his  readiness 
in  his  exercises,  when  they  saw  him  throw  the 
javelin  directly  forward,  and  shoot  the  arrow 
upon  the  mark;  and  then,  besitles  these  per- 
formances of  his  dejiending  on  bis  own 
strength  of  mind  and  body,  fortune  was  also 
very  favourable  to  him,  for  he  seldom  failed 
of  success  in  bis  wars;  and  when  be  failed, 
he  was  not  himself  the  occasion  of  such  fail- 
ings, but  he  either  was  betrayed  by  some,  or 
the  rashness  of  his  own  soldiers  procured  his 
defeat. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

TI;E  UURDER  of  ABISTOBULCS  and  tlTE. 
CANCS  THE  HIGH-PRlESTS;  AS  »LS0  Of 
MAKIAMNE  THE  UUEEN. 

§  1.  However,  fortune  was  avenged  on 
Herod  in  his  external  great  succesbes,  by 
raising  him  up  domestic  troubles:  and  be  begaa 
to  have  wild  disorders  in  his  family,  on  account 
of  bis  wife,  of  whom  he  was  so  very  fond; 
for  when  he  came  to  the  government,  he  sent 
away  her  whom  be  had  before  married  whe« 
he  was  a  private  person,  and  who  was  born 
at  Jerusalem,  whose  name  was  Doris,  and 
married  ilariamne,  the  daughter  of  Alex- 
ander, the  son  of  Aristubulus;  on  whose 
account  disturbances  arose  in  his  family,  and 
that  in  part  very  soon,  but  cliiefly  alter  his 
return  from  Rome;  for,  tiist  of  all,  be  expelled 
Antipater  the  son  of  Doris,  tor  the  sake  ol 
his  sons  by  Alariamne,  out  of  the  uty,  u:id 
permitted  him  to  come  thuber  at  no  other 
times  than  at  the  festivals.  Aiter  this  he  slew 
his  wife's  grandfather,  Hyreanus,  when  hi 
was  returned  out  of  Parthia  to  him,  uiider 
this  pretence,  that  he  suspected  bim  of  plot- 
ting against  bim.  Now  this  Hyreanus  tad 
been  carried  captive  to  Barzapharnes,  «be;i 
he  overran  Syria;  but  those  of  his  own 
country  beyond  Euphrates  were  desirous  be 
would  stay  with  them,  and  this  out  of  the 

•  Here  seems  to  he  a  stnali  defect  in  the  coiiies  which 
describe  the  wild  bea^ils  vvtuch  weie  hunted  in  a  eeiUiin 
cuuutT)  b>  Heiod,  witliout  namiag  aD)  sucti  couutiy 
at  all. 
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commiseration  they  had  for  his  conditioi.;  and 
had  he  complied  with  their  desires,  when  tliey 
eihorted  him  not  to  po  over  the  river  to  He- 
rofi,  he  had  not  perished:  but  the  marriage  of 
bis  grand-daughter  [to  Herod]  was  his  temp- 
tation; for  us  he  relied  upon  him,  and  was 
over  fond  of  his  own  country,  he  came  baek 
to  it.  Herod's  provocation  was  this:  —  not 
that  Hyrcanus  made  any  attempt  to  gain  the 
kingdom,  but  that  it  was  litter  for  hnn  to  be 
their  Wing  than  for  Herod. 

'2.  Now  of  the  live  chihiren  which  Herod 
had  hy  Mariamne,  two  of  them  were  daugh- 
ters, and  three  were  sons;  and  the  youngest 
of  these  sons  was  edncati-d  at  Koine,  anil  tiiere 
(lied;  but  the  two  ehlest  he  treated  as  lho-;e 
of  royul  blood,  on  account  of  the  nobility  of 
their  n<other,  and  beciuise  they  were  not  horn 
till  he  wa-s  king;  but  then  what  was  stronger 
1  lian  all  this,  was  the  love  that  lie  bare  to  Mari- 
anine,  and  which  inlluined  him  every  d-iy  to  a 
great  degree,  and  so  far  conspired  with  the 
other  motives,  that  he  felt  no  other  troubles, 
on  account  of  her  he  loved  so  entirely;  but 
Mariamne's  hatred  to  him  was  not  inft-rior  to 
liis  love  to  her.  She  had  indeed  but  too  just 
a  cause  o(  indignation,  from  what  he  had  dcnie, 
while  her  boldness  proceeded  from  his  affection 
to  her;  so  she  openly  reproached  him  with 
what  he  had  doim  to  her  grandfather  Jlyr- 
canus,  and  to  her  brother  Aristobulus,  for 
be  hiul  not  spared  this  Aristobulus,  though  he 
were  but  a  child;  for  when  he  had  given  him 
the  high<priesthood  at  the  age  of  seventeen, 
he  slew  him  rjuickly  after  he  bad  conferred 
that  dignity  upon  him;  but  when  Aristobulus 
had  put  on  tliu  holy  vestments,  and  had  afv 
proachtd  to  the  altar  at  a  festival,  the  multi- 
tude, in  great  crovds,  fell  into  tears;  where- 
upon the  ciiild  was  sent  by  night  to  Jericho, 
and  was  there  dipped  by  the  Galls,  at  Herod's 
command,  in  a  pool  till  be  was  drowned. 

3.  For  these  reasons  Marjamne  reproached 
Herod,  and  his  sister  and  mother,  after  a  most 
contumelious  manner,  while  he  was  dumb  on 
account  of  his  atfeetion  for  her;  yet  had  the 
women  great  indignation  at  her,  and  raised  a 
calumny  against  her,  that  she  was  false  to  his 
oed:  which  thing  they  thought  most  likely  to 
move  Herod  to  anger.  They  also  contrived  to 
have  many  other  circumstances  believed,  in 
order  to  make  the  thing  more  credible,  and  ac- 
ci;sed  her  of  having  sent  her  picture  into  Kgypt 
to  Antony,  and  that  herlu>t  was  so  extravagant, 
as  to  have  thus  shown  herself,  though  she  was 
absent,  to  a  man  that  ran  mad  after  women, 
and  to  a  man  that  had  it  in  his  power  to  use 
violerice  to  her.  This  charge  fell  like  a  thun- 
<Irj''l»olt  Upon  Herod,  and  put  him  iiito  dis- 
order; and  that  especially,  because  his  love  to 
her  o:c;isioned  him  to  be  jealous,  and  because 
he  considered  wilh  himself  that  Cleopatra  was 
a  shrewd  woman,  and  that  on  her  account 
Ly-anias  the  king  was  taken  olf  as  well  as 
Alauctius  the    Arabian;    for  his  fear  did  not 


only  extend  to  the  dissolving  of  his  marriage, 
but  to  the  danger  of  his  life. 

4.  When  therefore  he  was  about  to  take  a 
journey  abroad,  he  committed  his  wife  to  Jo- 
seph, his  sister  Salome's  husband,  as  to  one 
wlio  would  be  faithful  to  him,  and  bare  him 
good-will  un  account  of  their  kindred:  he  aiso 
gave  him  a  secret  injunction,  that  if  Antony 
slew  him,  he  should  slay  her;  but  Joseph 
without  any  ill  design,  and  only  in  order  to 
demonstrate  the  king's  love  to  his  wife,  how 
he  could  nut  bear  to  think  of  being  separated 
from  her,  even  by  death  itseU',  discovered  this 
grand  secret  to  her;  upon  which,  when  Jlerod 
was  come  hack,  and  as  they  talked  together, 
and  lie  conlitnn-d  bi-^  love  to  her  by  many 
oaths,  und  assured  h.  r  that  he  had  never  such 
an  alfectiun  tor  atry  other  woman  as  he  had  for 
her,  —  "Yes,"  says  &he,  **  thou  didst,  to  ba 
sure,  demonstrate  thy  love  to  me  by  the  in- 
junctions thou  gavest  Joseph,  when  thou 
commandcst  him  to  kill  me."* 

3.  When  he  heard  that  this  grand  secret 
was  discovered,  he  was  like  a  distracted  man, 
and  ^;tid,  that  Joseph  would  never  have  dis- 
closed that  injunction  of  his,  unless  he  had 
debauched  her.  His  passion  al>o  made  him 
stark  nmd,  and  leaping  out  of  his  bed,  he  run 
about  the  palace  after  a  wild  manner;  at 
which  time  his  sister  Salome  took  the  oppor- 
turjity  also  to  blast  her  reputation,  and  con- 
firmed his  suspicion  about  Joseph;  whereupon, 
out  of  his  ungovernable  jeaJou^y  and  rage,  he 
commanded  both  of  them  to  be  slain  immedi- 
ately; but  as  soon  as  ever  bis  passion  was 
over,  he  repented  of  what  he  had  done,  and  as 
soon  as  his  anger  was  worn  olF,  his  affections 
were  kindled  aginn;  and  indeed  the  tlame  of 
his  desires  for  her  was  so  ardeiit,  that  he  couM 
not  think  she  was  dead,  hut  would  appear, 
under  his  disorders,  to  speak  to  her  as  if  she 
were  still  alive,  till  he  were  better  instructed 
by  time,  when  his  grief  and  trouble,  tiow  she 
was  dead,  appeared  as  great  as  his  atfection 
had  been  for  her  while  she  was  living. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

CALUMNIES  AGAINST  THE  SONS  OF  MAHIAMN'E. 
ANTIFATER  IS  PilEFIiHRKD  BLFOUE  THKU. 
THEY  ARE  ACCUSED  BEEOKE  C.ESAE,  AND 
HEitOU  IS  RECONCILED  TO  THEM. 

§  1.  Now  Mariamne's  song  were  heirs  to  that' 
hatred  which  had  been  borne  their  mother;  and 
when  they  considered  the  greatness  of  He- 
rod's crime  towards  her,  they  were  suspicious; 

•  Here  is  either  a  delect  or  a  e,Tfat  ntistnkp,  in  Jow^ 
plius's  piehuut  cu[>if8  or  niemury;  lor  !VJuiiamne  did  not 
rmw  rcptuacli  Hci'tjJ  with  Ujis  hi.s  tiiii  nijuuctiun  to 
J.isr-pl(  to  ..ill  lit;r,  if  lie  Imnsclf  were  slain  by  Antony, 
hut  tiiat  tie  li:i(l  tfiven  the  lik<-  cuniiuaiid  a.  Recond  time 
tu  >()eniiis  ulMt,  wlieii  he  muj  anaid  ill*  beinjj  slain  by 
Augustus.     Antiq.  \).  xv.  clw  iii.  sect-  & 
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of  biui  as  of  an  enemy  of  theirs ;  and  this  first 
wiiile  the_v  were  educated  at  Rutue,  but  still 
uiure  when  they  were  rctunieil  to  Judea. 
This  temper  of  theirs  iiicrt:a^ed  upon  them  as 
they  grew  up  to  be  men;  and  when  they  were 
come  to  an  age  tit  tor  m<irriage,  the  one  ot 
them  married  tbeir  aunt  Salome's  daughter, 
wbich  tialome  had  been  the  accuser  ot  their 
niotner»  tne  otber  married  the  daughter  of 
At(.-ncUu;,  king  of  Capp<idocia.  And  now 
tiicy  Used  buMnesfi  in  speaking,  as  well  as 
burc  hatred  in  tbeir  minds.  Auw  those  that 
catuuimated  Cbem  touk  a  handle  trom  such 
tbeir  boldness,  and  certain  of  them  spake  now 
more  plainly  to  the  king,  that  there  were 
treacherous  designs  laid  against  him  by  both 
His  aoiis;  and  be  that  was  son-in-law  to  Arche- 
laua,  relying  upon  his  lather-in-law,  was  pre- 
paring to  fiy  away,  in  order  to  accuse  Htrod 
beture  Caesar;  and  when  Uerod's  head  had 
been  lung  enough  tilled  with  these  calumnies, 
be  brought  Antipater,  whom  he  had  by  Doris, 
into  favour  again,  as  a  defence  to  him  against 
his  other  sons,  and  began  all  the  ways  he  pos- 
sibly could  to  prefer  him  before  them. 

2.  But  these  sons  were  not  able  to  bear 
this  change  in  their  affairs;  for  when  they 
saw  him  that  was  horn  of  a  mother  of  no 
bimily,  the  nobility  of  their  birth  made  them 
unable  to  contain  their  indignation;  but  when- 
soever they  were  uneasy,  they  showed  the 
anger  they  had  at  it ;  and  as  these  sous  did 
day  after  day  improve  in  that  their  anger, 
AiiUpater  already  exercised  all  his  own  abili- 
ties which  were  very  great,  in  duttering  his 
father,  and  in  contriving  many  sorts  of  calum- 
nies against  his  brethren,  while  he  told  some 
sturitfit  of  them  himself,  and  put  it  upon  other 
proper  persons  to  raise  other  stories  against 
them;  till  at  length  he  entirely  cut  tiis  bre- 
thren otf  from  all  hopes  of  succeeding  to  the 
kingdom;  for  he  was  already  publicly  put 
into  his  father's  will  as  bis  successor.  Accor- 
dingly, he  was  sent  with  royal  ornaments,  and 
other  marks  of  royalty,  to  C<esar,  excepting 
the  diadeui.  He  was  also  able  in  time  to 
introduce  bis  mother  again  into  Mariamne's 
btd.  The  two  sorts  of  weapons  he  made  use 
ot  against  his  brethren,  were  flattery  and 
calumny,  whereby  he  brought  matters  pri- 
vately to  such  a  pass,  that  the  king  had 
thoughts  of  putting  his  sons  to  death. 

3.  So  the  father  drew  Alexander  as  far  as 
Hume,  and  charged  him  with  an  attempt  of 
poisoning  him,  before  Ciesar.  AU-xander 
could  hardly  speak  for  lamentation;  but 
having  a  judge  that  was  more  skilful  than 
Antipater,  and  more  wise  than  llerod,  he 
Qjodtstly  avoided  laying  any  imputation  upon 
Lis  father,  but  with  great  strength  of  reason 
COiifute<l  the  calumnies  laid  again&t  him;  ami 
when  he  had  demonstrated  tbe  innocency  of 
his  brother,  who  w;i;>  in  the  liku  t3aiii,'er  with 
hiiusLlJ,  he  lit  la^t  be  wailed  the  eialt.i.es;  of 
AntipLiter,  and  the  du^ract  they  w^ie  under. 


He  was  enabled  also  to  justify  himself,  not 
onlv  by  a  clear  conscience,  which  he  carried 
within  bim,  but  by  his  etoijuence;  tor  be  was 
a  shrewd  man  in  making  speeches.  And 
upon  his  saying  at  last,  that  if  his  father 
objected  this  crime  to  them,  it  was  in  his 
power  to  put  them  to  death,  he  made  all  the 
audience  weep;  and  be  brought  C«esar  to  that 
pass,  as  to  reject  the  accusations,  and  to 
reconcile  their  faiher  to  them  immediately* 
But  the  conditions  of  this  reconciliation  were 
these,  that  tbey  should  in  all  things  be  obe- 
dient to  tbeir  tatber,  ana  that  he  should  have 
power  to  leave  the  kingdom  to  which  of  them 
he  pleased. 

4.  Alter  this  tbe  king  came  back  from 
Rome,  and  seemed  to  have  forgiven  his  sons 
upon  the^e  accusations;  but  still  so,  that  he 
was  not  without  his  suspicions  of  tbem.  They 
were  followed  by  Antipater,  who  was  tbe 
fountain-head  of  those  accusations;  yet  did 
not  he  openly  discover  his  hatred  to  them,  as 
revering  him  that  bad  reconciled  them.  But 
as  Herod  sailed  by  Ciiicia,  be  touched  at 
Eleuaa,*  where  Arcbelaus  treated  tbem  in  the 
most  obliging  manner,  and  gave  him  thanks 
for  tbe  deliverance  of  his  son-in-law,  and  was 
much  pleased  at  their  reconciliation;  and  this 
the  more,  because  he  had  formerly  written  to 
his  trieiids  at  Rome  that  they  should  be 
assisting  to  Alexander  at  his  trial.  So  he  con- 
ducted Uerod  as  tar  as  Zepbyrium,  and  made 
him  presents  to  the  value  of  thirty  talents. 

o.  Now  when  Herod  was  come  to  Jerusa- 
lem, he  gathered  the  people  together,  and 
presented  to  them  his  three  sons,  and  gave 
them  an  apologetic  account  of  his  absence, 
and  thanked  Uod  greatly,  and  thanked  Ciesar 
greatly  aUo,  for  settUng  his  bouse  when  it  was 
under  disturbances,  and  had  procured  con- 
cord among  his  sons,  which  was  of  greater 
coneetjuence  than  the  kingdom  itself,  — *' and 
which  1  will  render  still  more  firm;  for  Caesar 
bath  put  into  my  power  to  dispose  of  the 
government,  and  to  appoint  my  successor. 
Accordingly,  in  way  of  requital  for  "bis  kind- 
ness, and  in  order  to  provide  for  mine  own 
advantage,  I  do  declare  that  these  three  sons 
of  mine  shall  be  kings.  And,  in  the  tirsC 
place,  I  pray  for  the  approbation  of  God  to 
what  I  am  about;  and,  in  tbe  next  place,  1 
desire  your  approbation  also.  Tbe  age  of  one 
of  them,  and  the  nobiUty  of  tbe  other  two 
shall  procure  them  the  succession.  l<ay, 
indeed,  my  kingdom  is  so  large,  that  it  may  he 
suthcient  for  more  kings.  Now  do  you  keep 
those  in  their  places  whom  Oesar  hath  joined 
and  their  father  hath  appointed;  and  do  not 
you  pay  undue  or  unequal  respects  to  tbem, 

«  That  this  island  lilrilsa,  afterward  caited  Sebasl«, 
near  Ciiicia.  ba>l  in  ittht^ru}.il  ();ildce  or  tliis  Archeluiis, 
kiug  ol  LafipadLictd,  Sir^ibu  irelilirK,  b.  XV.  p  671.  Ste- 
piiaiiUA  o>  l>>zutiiiun)  dlM»Ciil(»it  "ail  i&laui  uf  Ciltcia, 
whirli  ;?  i:i>«  Tb.i.^lei"  bulli  ^v b<-9«  l(-5Uiiioiiirs  are  per- 
liticiitl)  cilrd  lirct:  hy  l>r.  tiudMtu.  bee  the  WCHl  hi** 
tur>,  .-Uiiiii.  b.  XVI.  aii  x.  Mxi.  3 
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but  to  every  one  according  to  the  prerogative 
of  their  births;  for  be  that  payi  such  respects 
undulr,  »-ill  thereby  not   make  him  that  is 
honoured   beyond  what  his  age  requires,    so 
joyful  33  he  will  make  him  that  is  dishonoured 
sorrowful.     As  for  the  kindred  and  friends 
that  are  to  converse  \vitb  them,  I  will  appoint 
them  to  each  of  them,  and  will  so  constitute 
tbera,  that  they  may  be  securities  for  their 
concord;  as  well  knowing  that  the  ill  tempers 
of  those  with  whom  they  converse  will  pro- 
duce quarrels  and  contentions  among  them ; 
but  that,  if  these  with  whom  they  converse  be 
of  good  tempers,  they  will  preserve  their  na- 
tural aSections  for  one  another.     But  still  I 
desire,  that  not  these  only,  but  all  the  captains 
of  my  army  have  for  the  present  their  hopes 
placed  on  me  alone;  for  I  do  not  give  away 
my  kingdom  to  these  my  sons,  but  give  them 
roval  honours  only;  whereby  it  will  come  to 
pa-s  that  they  will  enjoy  the  sweet  parts  of 
government  as  rulers  themselves,  but  that  the 
buriien  of  administration   will  rest  upon  my- 
selt  whether  I  will  or  not.      And  let  every 
one  consider  what  age  I  am  of;   how  I  have 
con(iuctcd  my  life,  and  what  piety  I  have  ex- 
erci.-ed ;  for  my  age  is  not  so  great,  that  men 
may  soon  expect  the  end  of  my  life;  nor  have 
I  indulged  such  a  luxurious  way  of  living  as 
cuts  men  off  when  they  are  young;  and  we 
have  been  so  religious  tow'ard?  God,  that  we 
[have  reason  to  hope  Wfc]  may   arrive   at   a 
very  great  age.      But  for  such  as  cultivate  a 
friendship  with  my  sons,  so  as  to  aim  at  my 
destruction,  they  shall  be  punished  by  me  on 
their  account.      I  am  not  one  who  envy  my 
own  children,  and  therefore  forbid  men  to  pay 
them  great   respect;   but    I  know  that   such 
[extravagant]  respects  are  the  way  to  make 
them  insolent.      .\nd  if  every  one  that  ooroes 
near  them  does  but  revolve  this  in  his  mind, 
that  if  he  proves  a  good  man,  he  sh^ll  receive  a 
reward  from  roe,  but  that  if  he  prove  seditious, 
his   ill-intended   complaisance    shall  get    him 
nothing  from  him   to  whom  it  is  shown,   I 
suppose  they  will  all  be  of  my  side,  that  is, 
of  my  sons'  side;  for  it  will  be  for  their  ad- 
var.tage  that  I  reign,  and  that  I  be  at  concord 
with  them.    But  do  you.  O  my  good  children, 
reflect    upon   the    holiness    of  nature   itself, 
by  whose  means  natural  affection  is  preserved, 
even  among  wili>  beasts ;    in  the  next  place, 
reflect    upon    Ca^ar,    who    hath    made    this 
reconciliation    among  us ;    and,  in    the   third 
place,  reflect  upon  me,  who  entreat  you  to  do 
what  1  have  power  to  command  you, — con- 
tinue brethren.     I  give  you  royal  garments, 
and   royal   honours;    and   I   pray   to  God   to 
preserve  what  1  have  determined,  in  case  you 
be  at  concord  one  with  another."     When  the 
king  had  thus  spoken,  and  had  saluted  every 
or.e  of  his  sons  after  an  obliging  manner,  he 
dismissed  the  multitude;  some  of  whom  gave 
their  assent  to  what  he  said,  and  nished  it 
nit^bt  take  effect  accordingly  ;  but  for  those 


who  wished  for  a  change  of  affairs,  they 
pretended  they  did  not  so  much  as  bear  witat 
he  said. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

THE  MALICE  OF  ANTIPATIR  AXD  DOKI9. 
ALEXAMiER  IS  VERT  UNEASY  ON  GLA- 
PHYRa's  ACCOfST.  HEEOD  PARDONS  PHE- 
RORAS,  WHOM  HE  SCSPECTED,  AND  SALOME, 
WHOM  HE  KNEW  TO  MAKE  MISCHIEF  AMONG 
THEM.  HEBOd's  EP.SCCHS  ARE  TORTURED 
AND  ALEXANDER  IS  BOUND. 

§  1.  BcTT  now  the  quarrel  that  was  between 
them  still  accompanied  these  brethren  when 
they  parted,  and  the  suspicions  they  had  one 
of  the  other  grew  worse.      Alexander   and 
Aristobulus    were    much    grieved    that    the 
pririlege  of  the  first-bom  was  confirmed  to 
Antipater;  as  was  Atitipater  very  angry  at  his 
brethren,  that  they  were  to  succeed  him.  But 
then  the  last  being  of  a  disposition  that  was 
mutable   and   politic,   he  knew  bow  to   hold 
his  tongue,  and   used  a  great   deal   of  cun- 
ning,   and   thereby  concealed   the   hatred    he 
bore  to  them;    while  the  former,  depending 
on  the  nobility  of  their  births,  bad  every  thing 
upon  their  tongues  which  was  in  their  minds 
Many  also   there  were  who   provoked   thea 
farther,  and  many  of  their  [seeming]  friends 
insinuated  themselves  into  their  acquaintance, 
to  spy  out  what  they  did.     Now  every  thing 
that  was   said    by    Alexander  was   presently 
brought  to  .\ntipater,  and  from  Antipater  it 
was  brought  to  Herod  with  additions.     Nor 
could  the   young  man  say  any  thing  in  the 
simplicity  of  his  heart,  without  giving  offence, 
but  what  he  said  was  still  turned  to  calumny 
against  him.      And  if  he  had  been  at  any  time 
a  little  free  in  his  conversation,  great  impu- 
tations were  forged  from  the  smallest  occasions. 
Antipater  also  was  perpetually  setting  some 
to  provoke  him   to  speak,  that   the  lies  he 
raised  of  him  might  seem  to  have  some  foun- 
dation   of  truth;    and  if,    among   the    many 
stories  that  were  given  out,  but  one  of  theai 
could  be   proved  true,  that  was  supposed  to 
imply  the  rest  to  be  true  also.     And  as  to 
Aniipatcr's  friends,  they  were  all  either  na- 
turally  so  cautious  in  speaking,  or  Lad  been 
so  far  bribed  to  conceal  their  thoughts,  that 
nothing  of  these  grand  secrets  got  abroad  by 
their  means.     >>or  should  one  be  mistaken  if 
he  called  the  life  of  .\ntipater  a  mystery  of 
wickedness;  for  he  either  corrupted  Alexan- 
der's acquaintance  with   money,  or  got  into 
their  favour  by  flatteries ;  by  which  two  means 
he  gained  all  his  designs,  and  brought  them 
to  betray  their  master,  and  to  steal  away,  and 
reveal  what  he  either  did  or  said.     Thus  (lid 
he  act  a  part  very  cunningly  in  all  puiuts,  and 
wrought  himself  a  passage  by  his  calumnies 
with  the  greatest  «bre  wdne&Sf  while  be  put  oa 
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A  face  as  if  he  were  a  kind  brother  to  Alex- 
ander and  Aristobulus,  but  suborned  other 
men  to  inform  of  wh^t  they  did  to  Herod. 
And  when  any  thing  was  told  against  Alex- 
ander, he  would  come  in  and  pretend  [to  be 
of  his  side},  and  would  begin  to  contradict 
what  was  said;  but  would  ufterward  contrive 
matters  so  privately,  that  the  king  should 
have  an  indignation  at  him.  Uis  general  aim 
was  this:  —  To  lay  a  plot,  and  to  make  it  be 
believed  that  Alexander  lay  in  wait  to  kill  bis 
fatber;  for  nothing  aiforded  so  great  a  contir- 
uiation  to  these  caluunties  as  did  Antipater's 
apoloj,'ies  fur  him. 

2.  liy  these  methods  Herod  was  inflamed, 
and,  as  much  as  his  yatural  all'octiou  to  the 
young  men  did  every  day  diminish,  so  much 
did  it  increase  towards  Antipater.  The  cour- 
tiers also  inclined  to  the  same  conduct;  some 
of  tbeir  own  accord,  and  others  by  the  king's 
injunction,  as  particularly  Ptolemy,  the  king's 
dearest  friend,  as  also  the  king's  brethren, 
and  all  his  children;  for  Antipater  was  all 
in  ail:  and  what  was  the  bitterest  part  of  all 
to  Alexander,  Antipater's  mother  was  also  all 
ill  all:  she  was  one  that  gave  counsel  against 
them,  and  was  more  barsh  than  a  step* 
mother,  and  one  that  hated  the  queen's  sous 
more  than  is  usual  to  hate  sons-in-law.  Ail 
men  did  theretbre  already  pay  their  respects 
to  Antipater,  in  hopes  ot  advantage;  and  it 
was  the  king's  connnand  which  ahenated  every 
body  [from  the  brethren],  he  having  given  this 
charge  to  Ids  most  intimate  friends,  that  they 
should  not  cume  near,  nor  pay  any  regard,  to 
Alexander,  or  to  his  friends.  Herod  was  also 
become  terrible,  not  only  eo  his  domestics 
about  the  court,  but  to  his  friends  abroad;  for 
Ciesar  had  given  .such  a  privilege  to  no  other 
king  as  he  had  given  to  him,  which  was  this: 
• — that  he  might  fetch  back  any  one  that  fled- 
from  him,  even  out  of  a  city  that  was  not 
under  his  own  jurisdiction.  Mow  the  young 
men  were  nut  acquainted  with  the  calumnies 
raised  against  them;  for  which  reason  they 
cuuld  not  guard  themselves  against  them,  but 
fell  under  them;  for  their  father  did  not  make 
any  public  cumphiints  against  either  of  them; 
though  in  a  little  time  they  perceived  how 
things  were,  by  his  coldness  to  them,  and  by 
the  great  unea»iness  he  showed  upon  any 
thing  that  troubled  him.  Antipater  had  also 
made  their  uncle  Pheroras  to  be  their  enemy, 
as  well  as  their  aunt  Salome,  while  he  was 
always  talking  with  her  as  with  a  wife,  and 
irritating  her  against  them.  Moreover,  Alex- 
ander's wife,  Glaphyra,  augmented  this  haired 
against  them,  by  deriving  her  nobility  and 
genealogy  [from  great  persons],  and  pretend- 
ing that  she  was  a  lady  superior  to  uU  others 
in  that  kingdom,  as  being  derived  by  her 
father's  side  from  Temenu>,  and  by  her 
hiullur's  side  from  Darius,  the  si-n  of  liystaspes. 
She  also  frequently  lepioaclieii  ]ieiO'''s  sisttr 
w«l  wivtis  with  ihe  i^'nobiUt^  of  their  descent; 


and  that  they  were  every  one  chosen  by  him 
for  their  beuuty,  but  not  for  their  lunuly. 
Jvow  those  wives  of  bis  were  not  a  few;  it  being 
of  old  permitted  to  the  Jews  to  marry  many 
wives,'  —  and  this  king  debghting  in  many; 
all  whom  hated  Alexander,  on  account  of 
Ulaphyra's  boasting  and  reproaches. 

3.  Nay,  Aristobulus  had  raised  a  quarrel 
between  himself  and  Salome,  who  was  hia 
mother-in-law,  besides  the  anger  he  had  con- 
ceived at  Glaphyra's  reproaches;  ibr  he 
perpetually  upbraided  his  wife  with  the  mean- 
ness of  her  lamily,  and  complained,  that  as 
he  had  married  a  woman  of  a  low  family,  so 
had  his  brother  Alexander  married  one  of 
royal  blov)d.  At  this  Salome's  daughter  wept, 
and  told  it  her  with  this  addition,  that  Alex- 
ander threatened  the  mothers  of  his  other 
brethren,  that  when  he  should  come  to  the 
crown,  he  would  make  them  weave  with  tbeir 
maidens,  and  would  make  those  brothers  of 
his  country  schoolmasters;  and  brake  this  jest 
upon  them,  that  they  had  been  very  carefully 
instructed,  to  til  them  fursuch  an  eniplo)menr. 
Hereupon  Salome  could  not  contain  her  anger, 
but  tolo  all  to  Herod;  nor  could  her  testimony 
be  suspected,  since  it  was  against  her  own 
son-in-law.  There  was  also  another  calumny 
that  ran  abroad,  and  indamed  the  king's  mind; 
for  he  heard  that  these  sons  ot  his  were  per- 
petually speaking  of  their  mother,  and,  among 
their  lamentations  tor  ber,  did  not  abstain 
from  cursing  bim;  and  that  when  he  made 
presents  of  any  of  Murianine's  garments  to  hia 
later  wives,  these  threatened,  that  in  a  httle 
time,  instead  of  royal  garments,  they  wuuld 
clothe  them  in  no  better  than  hair-cloth. 

4.  Now  upon  these  accounts,  though  Herod 
was  somewhat  afraid  of  the  young  men's  high 
spirit,  yet  did  he  not  despair  of  reducing  them 
to  a  better  mind;  but  before  he  went  to 
Rome,  whither  he  was  now  going  by  sea,  he 
called  them  to  hini,  and  partly  threatened 
them  a  little,  as  a  king;  but  tor  the  main,  ha 
admonished  them  as  a  tather,  and  exhorted 
them  to  love  their  brethren;  and  tohi  them 
that  he  would  pardon  their  former  olfences, 
if  they  would  amend  for  the  time  to  come. 
But  they  refuted  the  calumnies  that  had  been 
raised  ot  them,  and  said  they  were  false,  and 
alleged  that  their  actions  were  sutlicient  for 
their  vindication;  and  said  withal,  that  he 
himself  ought  to  shut  his  ears  against  such 

•  That  it  was  an  inimeroorial  custom  among  tha 
Jews,  and  tlitir  ((jfeJattiers.  ibe  patriarchs,  to  have  wni"- 
tiiut^&  mure  ntves,  ur  \sivfb  and  cuiicubiucs,  thuo  unt-  at 
tlie  suiuir  Uiiitf,  ;it;d  that  this  pul>|;:aiii)  »as  out  direcUy 
furhidilen  in  Uie  law  ol  Moses,  i>  evident;  but,  f hat  p-j^  ■ 
gaiii>  Has  t^vrr  proptrrl)  and  dittliiiclly  periuitled  in  *)iat 
law  uf  t.i'bes.  Ml  Ut«:  plnceit  tierr  cited  by  Ucan  Aidlicb, 
Ueut.  XYiL  K.  17.  ur  xxi.  IX  or  indctd  any  wheie  oc, 
does  not  apj.ectr  to  nie.  And  u  hat  otii  .>avi.jur  sujs 
about  Uie  (uiaioiuD  Jcwi«b  divuices,  wrhicb  ut^y  isy 
much  grealci  cJaiin  tu  such  a  pcctmsston  tb^n  pul^gaiuy^ 
seems  to  lie  Itut-  in  tiii.K  ca:*  also;  t'.ial  Ai.:.-es,  •■tct 
the  liardnfss  o!  tl>eir  lifoiu,"  «itTer«tJ  Ibem  tobBvesPV'V 
ral  wivtA  ttt  Uiv5aiiif  Utue;  but  that  *'>ruio  tu«  be^io* 
mng  it  ues  uui  bo.**  fti&.IL  xix.  p,  .uari  x.  6. 


CHAP.  XXIV. 


WARS  OF  THE  JEWS 


591 


tiles,  anii  not  to  be  too  easy  in  beUev-i:igtheni, 
ior  that  there  would  never  be  wanting  tbo!.c 
Vbit  would  tell  lies  to  their  disadvantage,  as 
1  mg  a;  any  would  give  ear  to  them. 

o  When  they  had  thus  soon  pacified  him, 
as  being  their  lather,  they  got  clear  of  the 
present  fear  they  were  in.  Yet  did  they  see 
occasion  for  sorrow  in  some  time  afterwards; 
for  they  knew  that  S<ilome,  as  well  as  their 
uncle  Pheroras,  were  their  enemies;  who  were 
both  of  theui  heavy  and  severe  persons,  and 
especially  Pheroras,  who  was  a  partner  with 
Herod  ill  all  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom,  ex- 
cepting his  diadem.  He  bad  also  a  bundreil 
talents  of  his  OWTi  revenues,  and  enjoyed  the 
advantage  of  all  the  bud  beyond  Jordan, 
which  he  bad  received  as  a  gift  from  his  bro- 
ther, who  had  asked  of  Casar  to  make  him  a 
tetrarch,  as  he  was  made  accordingly.  Herod 
had  also  given  him  a  wife  out  of  the  royal 
family,  who  was  no  other  than  his  owii  wife';, 
sister;  and  after  her  death,  had  solemnly 
espoused  to  him  bis  own  eldest  daughter,  wiih 
a  dowry  of  three  hundred  talents;  but  Phero- 
ras refused  to  consummate  this  royal  marriage, 
out  of  bis  affection  to  a  maid-servant  of  his. 
Upon  which  accoujit,  Herod  was  very  angry, 
and  gave  that  daughter  in  marriage  to  a 
brother's  son  of  his  [Joseph],  who  was  slain 
afterward  by  the  Partbiaiis;  but  in  some  time 
be  laid  aside  his  anger  against  Pheroras,  ami 
pardoned  him,  as  one  not  able  to  overcome 
his  foolish  passion  for  the  maid-servant. 

G.  Nay,  Pheroras  had  been  accused  long 
before,  while  the  queen  [Mariainne]  was  alive, 
as  if  he  were  in  a  plot  to  poison  Uerod;  and 
there  came  so  great  a  number  of  informers, 
that  Herod  himself,  though  he  was  an  exceed- 
ing lover  of  his  brethren,  was  brought  to  be- 
lieve what  was  said,  and  to  be  afraid  of  it  also; 
and  when  be  bad  brought  many  of  those  that 
were  under  suspicion  to  the  torture,  he  came 
at  Uist  to  Pheroras's  own  friends;  none  of 
whom  did  openly  confess  the  crime,  but  they 
owned  that  he  had  made  preparation  to  take 
her  whom  he  loved,  and  run  away  to  the  Par- 
tiiiaiis.  Costobarus  also,  the  husband  of 
Salome,  to  whom  the  king  had  given  ber  in 
marriage,  after  her  former  husband  had  been 
put  to  death  for  adultery,  was  instrumental  in 
hriugiiig  about  this  contrivance  and  flight  of 
Jiis.  Nor  did  Salome  escape  all  calumny  upon 
.l.'erself;  fo.'  her  brother  Pheroras  accused  her, 
that  she  had  made  an  agreement  to  many  Sil- 
irus,  the  pr'icurator  of  Obodas,  king  of  Arabia, 
who  was  at  bitter  enmity  with  Herod;  but 
•u^hen  she  was  convicted  of  this,  and  of  all  that 
Phprjras  had  accused  her  of,  she  obtained  her 
(.ardon.  The  king  also  pardoned  Pheroras 
himself  the  crimes  he  bad  been  accused  of. 

7.  ■  a^t  the  storm  of  the  w^hole  family  was 
-femoveu  to  Alexander;  and  all  ot  it  restetl 
4ipon  his  head.  There  were  three  eunuchs 
Sfciio  a-.;re  in  the  liighest  esteeni  with  tiie  king, 
as  was  plaui  by  the  olliceii  they  were  ia  about 


him;  for  one  'of  them  was  appointed  to  be  his 
butU-r,  anotijcr  of  them  got  his  supper  ready 
fur  him,  and  the  third  put  him  into  bed,  and 
lay  down  by  him.  Now  Alexander  had  pre- 
vailed with  these  men,  by  large  gifts,  to  let 
him  Use  them  after  an  obscene  manner;  which, 
when  it  was  told  to  the  king,  they  were  tor- 
tured, and  found  guilty,  and  presently  con- 
fessed the  criminal  conversation  be  had  with 
them.  They  also  discovered  the  promises  by 
which  they  were  induced  so  to  do.  and  bow 
they  were  deluded  by  Alexander,  who  had  told 
them  that  they  ought  not  to  tix  their  hopes 
upon  Uerod,  an  old  man,  and  one  so  shame- 
less as  to  colour  his  hair,  unless  they  thought 
that  would  make  him  young  again;  but  that 
they  ought  to  tix  their  attention  to  him,  who 
was  to  be  bis  successor  in  the  kingdom,  whe- 
ther be  would  or  not;  and  who  iu  no  long 
lime  would  avenge  himself  on  his  enemies, 
and  make  his  friends  happy  and  blessed,  and 
themselves  in  the  tirst  place;  that  the  men  of 
power  did  already  pay  respects  to  Alexander 
privatelv,  and  that  the  captains  ot  the  soldiery, 
and  the  oUicers,  did  secretly  come  to  him. 

b.  These  confessions  uid  so  terrify  Herod, 
that  he  durst  nut  immediately  publish  them; 
but  he  sent  spies  abroad  privately,  by  niglit  and 
by  day,  who  should  make  a  close  inquiry  alter 
all  that  was  done  and  said;  luid  when  any 
were  but  suspected  [of  treason]  he  put  them 
to  death,  insumuch  that  the  palace  was  full  of 
horribly  unjust  proceedings;  for  every  body 
forged  calumnies,  as  they  were  themselves  in 
a  state  of  enmity  or  hatred  agaitwt  others;  and 
many  there  were  who  abused  the  king's  bloody 
passion  to  the  disadvantage  of  those  with 
whom  they  bad  quarrels,  and  lies  were  easily 
believed,  and  punishments  were  inflicted  sooner 
than  the  calumnies  were  forged.  He  who  had 
just  then  been  accusing  another,  was  accused 
himself,  and  was  led  away  to  execution  to- 
gether with  him  whom  he  had  convicted;  for 
the  danger  the  king  was  in  of  his  life  made 
examinations  be  very  short.  He  also  pro- 
ceeded to  such  a  degree  of  bitterness,  that  be 
could  not  look  on  any  of  those  that  were  not 
accused  with  a  pleasant  countenance,  but  was 
in  the  most  barbarous  disposition  towards  his 
own  friends.  Accordingly,  be  tbrbade  a  great 
many  of  them  to  come  to  court,  and  to  those 
whom  he  had  not  power  to  punish  actually, 
he  spake  harshly;  but  for  Antipater,  he  insult- 
ed Alexander,  now  he  was  under  his  raisfbr- 
tunes,  and  got  a  stout  company  of  his  kindred 
together,  and  raised  all  sorts  of  calumny 
against  him:  and  for  the  king,  he  was  brought 
to  such  a  degree  of  terror  by  those  prodigious 
slanders  and  contrivances,  that  he  Ikncied  ho 
saw  Alexander  coming  to  him  with  a  drawn 
sword  in  his  hand.  So  be  caused  him  to  be 
seixed  iiptin  immediately  and  bound,  and  fell 
to  exuinming  his  friends  by  toi  tore,  many  of 
wtiuin  died  [untier  the  tonure],  ijut  would 
discover  uotkng,  Jior  say  uiiy  thing  against 
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their  consciences;  but  some  of  them,  beiiip 
forced  to  speak  falsely  by  the  pains  tfie} 
endured,  said  that  Alexander,  and  his  brother 
Aristobulus,  plotted  acrainst  bim,  and  waited 
.  for  an  opportunity  to  kill  him  as  he  was  hunt- 
ing, and  then  riy  away  to  Rome.  These  accu- 
sations, tbou^'h  they  were  of  an  incredible 
nature,  and  only  framed  upon  the  great  dis- 
tre^^s  they  were  in,  were  readily  believed  by 
tiie  king,  who  thought  it  some  comfort  to  him, 
atter  he  had  bound  his  ion,  that  it  might 
appear  he  had  not  done  it  unjustly. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

iiaCHCLACS  PBOCtTRCS  A  BECONCIUATION 
BETWEEN  ALEXANDER,  PHEEORAS,  AND 
HEROD. 

§  1.  Now  as  to  Alexander,  since  he  perceived 
it  impossible  to  persuade  his  father  [that  he 
was  innocent],  he  resolved  to  meet  his  cala- 
mities, how  severe  soever  they  were;  so  he 
composed  four  books  against  his  enemies, 
and  confessed  that  he  had  been  in  a  plot;  but 
declared  withal  that  the  greatest  part  [of  the 
courtiersj  were  in  a  plot  with  him,  and  chiefly 
Pheroras  and  Salome:  nay,  that  Salome  once 
M(ue  and  forced  him  to  lie  WTth  her  in  the 
night-time,  whether  he  would  or  no.  These 
books  were  put  into  Herod's  hands,  and  made 
a  great  clamour  again»t  the  men  in  power. 
And  now  it  was  that  Archelaus  came  hastily 
into  Judea,  as  being  atiVighted  for  his  son-in- 
law  and  bis  daughter;  and  be  came  as  a  pro- 
per a^sistant,  und  in  a  very  prudent  manner, 
und  by  a  stratagem  he  obliged  the  king  not  to 
execute  what  he  bad  threatened;  for  when  he 
was  come  to  bim,  he  cried  out,  *'  Where  in 
the  world  is  this  wretched  son-in-law  of  mine? 
Where  bball  I  see  the  head  of  him  who  had 
contrived  to  murder  his  father,  which  1  will 
tear  to  pieces  with  my  own  hands?  I  will  do 
the  same  aUo  to  my  daughter,  who  hath  ^ucb 
a  tine  busban^i;  for  although  she  be  not  a 
partner  in  the  plot,  yet,  by  being  the  wife  of 
5uch  a  creatuie,  she  is  polluted.  And  1  can- 
not but  admire  at  thy  patience,  against  whom 
this  plot  is  laid,  if  Alexander  be  still  alive; 
for  as  1  came  with  what  baste  1  could  from 
Cappadocia,  1  expected  to  tind  him  put  to 
death  for  his  crimes  long  ago;  butstill,  in  order 
to  make  an  examination  with  thee  about  my 
daughter,  whom,  out  of  regard  to  thee,  and 
thy  dignity,  1  had  espoused  to  bim  in  mar- 
riage, but  now  we  must  take  counsel  about 
them  both;  and  if  thy  paternal  atfection  be 
su  great,  that  thou  canst  not  puniah  thy  son, 
who  hath  plotted  against  thee,  let  us  change 
our  right  hands,  and  let  us  succeed  one  to 
the  other  in  expressing  our  rage  upon  this 
occasion." 

2.     When    he    had    made    this    pompous 


declaration,  be  got  Herod  to  remit  of  hia 
anger,  though  he  was  in  disorder,  who  there- 
upon gave  him  the  books  which  Alexander 
had  composed  to  be  read  by  him;  and  as  be 
came  to  every  bead,  he  considered  of  it,  toge- 
«iier  with  Herod.  So  Archelaus  took  hence 
the  occasion  for  that  stratagem  which  he 
made  use  of,  and  by  degrees  he  laid  the  blame 
on  these  men  whose  names  were  in  these 
books,  and  especially  upon  Pheroras ;  and 
when  he  saw  that  the  king  believed  him  [to 
be  in  earnest]  he  said  **  We  must  consider 
whether  the  young  man  be  not  himself  plot- 
ted against  by  such  a  number  of  wicked 
wretches,  and  not  thou  plotted  against  by  the 
young  man;  for  1  cannot  see  any  occasion  for 
his  falling  into  so  horrid  a  crime,  since  he 
enjoys  the  advantages  of  royalty  already,  and 
has  the  expectation  of  being  one  of  thy  succes- 
sors; I  mean  this,  unless  there  were  some 
persons  that  persuade  him  to  it,  and  such  per- 
sons as  make  an  ill  use  of  the  facility  they 
know  there  is  to  persuade  young  men;  for  by 
such  persons,  not  ordy  young  men  are  some» 
times  imposed  upon,  but  old  men  also;  and  by 
them  sometimes  are  the  most  illustrious  fami- 
lies and  kingdoms  overturned." 

3.  Herod  assented  to  what  he  had  said,  and, 
by  degrees,  abated  of  his  anger  against  Alex- 
ander; but  was  more  angry  at  Pheroras,  who 
perceiving  that  the  king's  inclination^  changed 
on  a  sudden,  and  that  Archelaus's  fnend^bip 
could  do  every  thing  with  him,  and  that  he 
had  no  honourable  method  of  preserving  him- 
self, he  procured  his  satety  by  his  impudence. 
So  he  left  Alexander,  and  had  recourse  to 
Archelaus;  who  told  htm  that  he  did  not  set 
how  be  could  get  him  excused,  now  he  was 
directly  caught  in  so  many  crimes,  whereby 
it  was  evidently  demonstrated  that  he  bad 
plotted  against  the  king,  and  had  been  the 
cause  of  those  misfortunes  which  the  young 
man  was  now  under,  'nless  he  would  more- 
over leave  off  his  cunning  knavery  and  bis 
denials  of  what  he  was  charge  withal,  and 
confess  the  charge,  and  implore  pardon  of  bis 
brother,  who  fetill  had  a  kintlness  for  him;  but 
That  if  he  would  do  so,  he  would  afford  him 
ail  the  assistance  be  was  able. 

4.  With  this  advice  Pheroras  complied, 
and,  putting  himselt  into  such  a  habit  as 
might  most  move  compassion,  he  came  with 
black  cloth  upon  his  body,  and  tears  in  bis 
eyes,  and  threw  himsell  down  at  Herod's  feet, 
and  begged  his  pardon  for  what  he  bad  done, 
and  contessed  that  he  had  acted  very  wickedly, 
and  was  guilty  of  every  thing  that  he  bad 
been  accused  of,  and  lamented  that  disorder 
of  bis  mind  and  distraction  which  bis  love  to 
a  wouian,  he  said,  had  brought  him  to.  So 
when  Archelaus  bad  brought  Pheroras  to 
accuse  and  bear  witness  against  himself,  be 
then  made  an  excuse  for  bim,  and  mitigated 
Herod's  anger  towards  him,  and  this  by  using 
certaiu  domestic  examples;  for  that  when  he 
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Iv'td  suffered  much  greater  mischiefs  from  a 
brother  of  his  own,  he  preferred  the  oldiga- 
tiona  of  nature  before  tht  passion  ui  revenge; 
bei'ause  it  is  in  kingdoms  as  it  is  in  gross 
bodies,  where  bonie  member  or  other  is  ever 
swelled  by  the  body's  weight;  in  winch  case 
it  is  not  proper  to  cut  off  such  member,  but 
to  heal  it  by  a  gentle  method  of  cure. 

5.  Upon  Archelaus's  saving  this.  an<l  much 
mere  to  the  same  purpose,  Herod's  displea- 
Sure  against  Pheronis  was  mollified;  yet  diJ 
he  persevere  in  his  own  indignation  against 
Alexander,  and  said  he  would  have  his  daugh- 
ter divorced  and  taken  away  fr:  m  him,  and 
this  till  he  had  brought  Herod  to  that  pass, 
that,  contrary  to  his  former  behaviour  to  hiin, 
he  petitioned  Archelaus  for  the  young  man, 
and  that  he  woidd  let  his  daughter  continue 
espoused  to  him  :  but  Archelaus  made  him 
strongly  believe  that  he  n'ouhJ  permit  her  to 
be  married  to  any  one  el^e,  but  not  to  Alex- 
ander;  because  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  very 
vaUiahle  advnntage  that  the  relation  they  had 
contracted  by  that  atbnity,  and  the  privileges 
that  went  along  wiih  it,  might  be  preserved: 
and  when  the  king  said  that  his  son  woubl  take  \ 
it  f(»r  a  ureat  favour  done  to  hiin  if  he  would 
not  dissolve  the  marriage,  especially  since  they 
had  already  children  hetweeii  the  young  man 
and  her,  and  since  that  wife  of  his  was  so  well 
beloved  by  him,  and  that  as  while  she  remains 
his  wife  she  would  be  a  great  preservative  to 
bim,  and  keep  hiin  from  otfending,  as  he  had 
formerly  done;  so  if  she  should  be  torn  away 
from  him,  she  wouhi  be  the  cause  of  his  fall- 
ing into  despair;  because  such  young  men's 
attempts  are  best  mollitied  when  they  are 
diverted  from  them  by  s.-ttling  their  affections 
at  home.  So  Archelaus  complied  with  what 
Heroii  desired,  but  not  without  dilliculty,  and 
was  both  himself  reconciled  to  the  young  man 
and  reconciled  his  father  to  him  also.  How- 
ever, he  said  he  must,  by  all  means,  be  sent 
to  Rome  to  discourse  with  C;esar,  because  he 
had  already  written  a  full  account  to  him  of 
this  whole  matter. 

G.  Thus  a  period  was  put  to  Archelaus's 
stratagem,  whereby  he  delivered  his  son-in- 
law  out  of  the  dangers  he  was  in :  but  when 
these  reconciliations  were  over,  they  spent 
their  time  in  feastings  and  .igreeahle  enter- 
tainments: and  when  Archelaus  was  going 
away,  Herod  made  him  a  present  of  seventy 
talents,  with  a  golden  throne  set  with  precious 
stones,  and  some  eunuchs,  atid  a  concubine, 
who  was  called  Pannychis.  He  also  paid  due 
honours  to  every  one  of  his  friends  ac(-ording 
to  their  dignity.  In  like  manner  did  all  the 
king's  kindred,  by  his  command,  make  glorious 
presents  to  Archelaus ;  and  so  he  was  con- 
ducted on  bis  way  by  Herod  and  bis  nobility 
as  far  as  Antioch. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

HOW  E'JRTi-LES*  CALUMNIATED  THE  SONS  OV 
MAHIAMNE;  AND  HOW  EUARATUS'a  APO- 
LOGY HAD  NO  EFFECT. 

§  1.  Now  a  little  afterward  there  came  into 
Judea  a  man  that  was  much  superior  to  Ar- 
chelaus's stratagetns,  who  did  not  only  over- 
turn that  reconciliation  that  had  been  so  wisely 
made  with  Alexander,  but  proved  the  occasion 
of  his  ruin.  He  was  a  Lacedemonian,  and  his 
name  was  Eurydes.  He  was  so  corrupt  a 
man,  that  out  of  the  desire  of  getting  nujney, 
he  chose  to  live  under  a  king,  for  Greece 
could  not  suffice  his  luxury.  He  presented 
Herod  with  splendid  gifts  as  a  bait  which  he 
laid,  in  order  to  compass  his  ends,  and  (piii-kly 
received  them  back  again  manifold  ;  yet  did 
he  esteem  bare  gifts  as  nothing,  uidess  he 
imbrued  the  kingdom  in  blood  by  his  pur- 
chases. Accordingly,  he  imposed  upon  the 
king  by  flattering  him,  and  by  talking  siib- 
tilely  to  him,  us  also  by  the  lying  encomiums 
which  he  made  upon  him:  for  as  he  soori  per- 
ceived Her.xl's  blind  side,  so  be  said  niul  did 
every  thing  that  might  please  him,  and  thereby 
became  one  of  his  most  intimate  friends;  for 
both  the  king,  and  all  that  were  about  him, 
had  a  great  regard  for  this  Spartan,  on  account 
of  his  country.^ 

2.  Now  as  soon  as  this  fellow  perceived  the 
rotten  parts  of  the  family,  ami  what  (juaneU 
the  brothers  had  one  with  another,  and  in  what 
disposition  the  father  was  towards  each  of  them, 
he  chose  to  take  his  lodging  at  the  first  in  the 
house  of  Antipater,  but  deluded  Alexander 
with  a  pretence  of  friendship  to  him,  and 
falsely  claimed  to  be  an  old  acquaintance  of 
Archelaus;  for  wliich  reason  he  was  presently 
admitted  into  Alexander's  familiarity  as  a 
faithful  friend.  He  also  soon  recommemled 
himself  to  his  brother  Aristobulus:  and  when 
he  had  thus  made  trial  of  these  several  persons, 
he  imposed  upon  one  of  them  by  one  method, 
and  upon  another  by  another;  but  he  was* 
princi[)ally  lured  by  Antipater,  and  so  betray- 
ed Alexander,  and  this  by  reproaching  Anti- 
pater, because,  while  he  was  the  eldest  sun, 
he  overlooked  the  intrigues  of  those  who 
stood  in  the  way  of  his  expectations;  and  hy 
'•eproaching  Alexander,   because  he  who  was 


•  This  vile  fellow,  F,tiryr.le8  the  Laccilemonian,  ssems 
to  have  bfen  ttie  same  wlio  is  mentinned  by  I'lutirrli,  as 
(twenty-five  yeiirs  befort")  a  rompanion  Ut  Mark  Antony, 
iinrt  as  living  witli  Herod;  whence  he  might  easily  insi- 
nuate himself  into  the  acquaintance  of  Herod's  sona, 
Antipater  and  Alexander,  as  Usher,  Hudson,  and  Span- 
heini  justly  suppose.  The  reason  why  his  beini;  a  Spar- 
lin  rendered  him  acceptable  to  the  Jews,  as  we  here  see 
he  was,  is  visible  from  the  public  records  of  the  Jews  and 
Spartans,  owning  tho<;e  Spartans  to  be  of  i  in  to  the  Jews, 
and  derived  from  their  co.union  ancestor  Ahnthain,  Iho 
first  patriarch  of  the  Jewuh  nation.  Antii).  b.  xii,  chap. 
ivfi'-ct.lOi  b.  xlii.  chap.  V  sect. 8;  and  I  Mace  chap.XU. 
ver.  7. 

+  See  the  preceding  note. 
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3orn  of  a  queen,  and  was  married  to  a  king's 
jauehter,  permitted  one  that  was  born  of  a 
.Tieaii  woman  to  lay  claim  to  the  succession, 
knd  this  when  he  had  Arebelaus  to  support 
him  in  the  most  complete  manner.  Nor  was 
lis  advice  thought  to  be  other  than  faithful 
bv  the  young  man  because  of  his  pretended 
friendship  \rith  Archelaus :  on  which  account 
it  was  that  Alexander  lamented  to  him  Anti- 
pater's  behaviour  «ith  regard  to  himself,  and 
this  without  concealing  any  thing  from  him  ; 
and  how  it  was  no  wonder  if  Herod,  after  he 
had  killed  their  mother,  should  deprive  them  of 
her  kingdom.  Upon  this  Eurycles  pretended 
to  commiserate  his  condition,  and  to  grieve 
with  him.  He  also,  by  a  bait  that  he  laid  for 
him,  procured  Aristobulus  to  say  the  same 
things.  Thus  did  he  inveigle  both  the  bro- 
thew  to  make  complaints  of  their  father,  and 
then  went  to  Antipater,  and  carried  these 
grand  secrets  to  him.  He  also  added  a  fiction 
of  his  own,  as  if  his  brothers  had  laid  a  plot 
against  him,  and  were  almost  ready  to  come 
upon  him  «-ith  their  drawn  swords.  For  this 
intelligence  he  received  a  great  sum  of  monev, 
and  on  that  account  he  commended  Antipater 
before  his  father,  and  at  leneth  undertook  the 
work  of  bringing  Alexander  and  Aristobulus 
to  their  graves,  and  accused  them  before  their 
father.  So  he  came  to  Herod  and  told  him 
that  he  would  save  his  life,  as  a  requital  for 
the  favours  he  had  received  from  him,  and 
would  preserve  his  light  [of  life]  by  way  of 
retribution  for  his  kind  entertainment ;  for  that 
a  sword  had  been  long  whetted,  and  Alexan- 
der's right  band  had  been  long  stretched  out 
against  him;  but  that  he  had  laid  impediments 
.n  his  way,  prevented  his  speed,  and  that  by 
pretending  to  assist  him  in  his  design :  how 
Alexander  said  that  Herod  was  not  contented 
to  reign  in  a  kingdom  that  belonged  to  others, 
and  to  make  dilapidations  in  their  mother's 
government  after  be  had  killed  her ;  but 
besides  all  this,  that  he  introduced  a  spurious 
successor,  and  proposed  to  give  the  kingdom 
of  their  ancestors  to  that  pestilent  fellow  .An- 
tipater: that  he  would  now  appease  the  ghosts 
of  .Hyrcanus  and  Marianine,  by  taking  ven- 
geance on  him;  for  that  it  was  not  fit  for  him 
to  take  the  succession  to  the  government  from 
such  a  father  without  bloodshed  ;  that  many 
things  happen  every  dav  to  provoke  him  so  to 
do.  insomuch  that  he  can  s.iy  nothing  at  all.  but 
it  affords  occasion  fur  calumny  against  him  ; 
for  that,  if  any  mention  be  made  of  nobility 
or  birthr  even  in  other  cases,  be  is  abused  un- 
justly, while  his  father  would  say  that  nobody, 
to  be  sure,  is  of  noble  birth  but  Alexander, 
and  that  his  father  was  inglorious  for  Want  of 
such  nobility.  If  they  be  at  any  time  hunting, 
and  he  says  nothing,  he  gives  offence ;  and  if 
he  commends  any  body,  they  take  it  in  way  of 
j'of ;  that  they  always  find  their  father  unmer- 
cifully severe,  and  have  no  imtural  affection 
for  any  of  them  but  fpr  Antipater;  on  which 


accounts,  if  this  plot  does  not  take  he  is  "-erT 
\villing  to  die;  but  that  m  case  he  kill  nis 
father  he  hath  sufficient  opportunity  for  saving 
himself.  In  the  first  place,  he  hath  Archelaiid 
his  father-in-law,  to  whom  he  can  easily  fly  ; 
and  in  the  next  place,  he  hath  Caesar,  who 
had  never  known  Herod's  character  to  this 
day ;  for  that  he  shall  not  appear  then  before 
him  with  that  dread  he  used  to  do  when  his 
father  was  there  to  terrify  him ;  and  that  he 
will  not  then  produce  the  accusations  that 
concerned  himself  alone,  but  would,  in  the 
first  place,  openly  insist  on  the  calamities  of 
their  nation,  and  how  they  are  taxed  to  death, 
and  in  what  ways  of  luxury  and  wicked  prac- 
tices that  wealth  is  spent  which  was  gotten  by 
bloodshed;  what  sort  of  persons  they  arc 
that  get  our  riches,  and  to  whom  those  cities 
belong,  upon  whom  he  bestows  his  favours ; 
that  he  would  have  inquiry  made  what  became 
of  his  grandfather  [Hyrcanus],  and  his  mother 
[Mariamne],  and  would  openly  proclaim  the 
gross  wickedness  that  was  in  the  kingdom; 
on  which  accounts  he  should  not  be  deemed 
a  parricide. 

3.  When  Eurycles  had  made  this  porten. 
tons  speech,  he  greatly  commended  Antipa- 
ter, as  the  only  child  that  had  an  affection  for 
bis  father,  and  on  that  account  was  an  impe- 
diment to  the  others'  plot  against  him.  Here- 
upon the  king,  who  had  hardly  repressed  his 
anger  upon  the  former  accusations,  was  exas- 
perated to  an  incurable  degree.  At  which 
time  Antipater  took  another  occasion  to  send 

!  in  other  persons  to  his  father  to  accuse  his 
brethren,  and  to  tell  him  that  they  had  pri- 
vatelv  discoursed  with  Jucundus  and  T\ran- 
nus,  who  had  once  been  masters  of  the  horse 
to  the  king,  but  for  some  offences  bad  been 

put  out  of  that  honourable  employment 

Herod  was  in  a  very  great  rage  at  these  infor- 

j  mations,  and  presently  ordered  those  men  to 
be  tortured:  yet  did  not  they  confess  any 
thing  of  what  the  king  had  been  informeil; 
hut  a  certain  letter  was  produced,  as  written 
bv  Alexander  to  the  go\L'riior  of  a  castl",  to 
desire  him  to  receive  liim  and  Aristobnlus 
into  the  castle  when  he  had  killed  his  father; 
and  to  give  them  weapons,  and  what  other 
assistance  he  could,  upon  that  occ^asion.  Alex- 
ander said  that  this  letter  was  a  forger;  of 
Diop'hantus.  This  Diophantus  was  the  kint-'s 
secretary,  a  bold  man,  cunning  in  counter- 
feiting anv  one's  hand ;  and  after  he  hud 
counterfeited  a  great  number,  he  was  at  l^*-**. 
put  to  death  for  it.  Herod  did  also  iiFiler  tn» 
governor  of  the  castle  to  be  t4jrTured-'  Ir-t  pnt 
nothing  out  of  him  of  what  the  accu*;Ht'o"9 
suggested. 

4.  However,  although  Herod  found  'ha 
proofs  too  weak,  he  gave  order  to  have  hiq 
sons  kept  in  custody  ;  tor  till  now  tp..y  had 
been  at  liberty.  He  also  calleil  that  n*».;t  ».J 
his  finiil..an;l  fnrL'ii  "ot  :.I1  tlas  vile  accu- 
sation, Kur)eies.  bib  s.ivic»ijr  and   benefa^tTT, 
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and  gave  him  a  reward  of  fifty  talents.     Upon  i  them.     Now,  as  soon  as  they  had  sailed  to 


which  he  prevented  any  accurate  accounts 
that  could  come  of  what  he  had  done,  by 
going  immediately  into  Cappadocia,  and 
there  he  got  money  of  Archelaus,  having  the 
impudence  to  pretend  that  he  had  reconciled 
Ucrod  to  Alexander.  He  thence  passed  over 
into  Greece,  and  used  what  he  had  thus 
wickedly  gotten  to  the  like  wicked  purposes. 
Accordingly,  he  was  twice  accused  before 
Ciesar,  that  he  had  tilled  Achaia  with  sedition, 
and  had  plundered  its  cities;  so  he  was  sent 
into  banishment.  And  thus  was  he  punished 
for  what  wicked  actions  he  had  been  guilty  of 
about  Aristobulus  and  Alexander. 


Rome,  and  delivered  the  king's  Ictte's  to 
Csesar.  C'i*3ar  was  mightily  trouhleo  at  the 
case  of  the  young  men ;  yet  did  not  he  think 
he  ought  to  take  the  power  from  the  father 
of  condemning  his  sons;  so  he  wrote  ba'k  to 
him,  and  appointed  him  to  have  the  power 
over  his  sons;  but  said  withal,  that  he  woula 
do  well  to  make  an  examination  into  tnis 
matter  of  the  plot  against  him  in  a  puiilic 
court,  and  to  take  for  his  assessors  his  own 
kindred,  and  the  governors  of  the  province- 

and  if  those  sons   be  found  guilty   to  put 

them  to  death;  but  if  they  appear  to  have 
thought   of  no  more  than   only  flying  away 


5.   But  it  will  be  now  worth  while  to  put   from  him,  that  he  should,  in  that  case,  mo- 
derate their  ptmisbment. 

2.  With  these  directions  Herod  complied, 
and  came  to  lierytus,  where  Cssar  had  or- 
dered the  court  to  be  assembled,  and  got  the 


Euaratus  of  Cos  in  opposition  to  this  Spar- 
tan ;  for  as  he  was  one  of  Alexander's  most 
intimate  friends,  and  came  to  him  in  his 
travels  at  the  same  time  that  Euryclcs  came; 


so  the  king  put  the  question  to  him,  whether  judicature  together.     The  presidents  sat  first 
those  things  of  whirh  Alexander  was  accused    as  Caesar's  letters  had  appointed,  who  were 


were  true?  He  assured  bini  upon  oath  that 
he  had  never  beard  any  such  things  from  the 
voiing  men;  yet  did  tliis  testimony  avail 
nothing  for  the  ilenring  those  miserable  crea- 


^aturninusand  Pedanius,  and  their  lieutenants 
that  were  with  them,  with  whom  was  the  pro- 
curator Volunmius  also;  next  to  them  sat  the 
king's  kinsmen  and  friends,  with  Salome  also. 


tures;  for  Hcrei'l  wiis  only  disposed  the  most  ]  and  Pheroras  ;  after  whom  sat  the  principal 
readily  to  hearken  to  what  made  against '  men  of  all  Syria,  excepting  Arche.aus ;  for 
them  and  every  one  was  most  agreeable  to  Herod  had  a  suspicion  of  him,  because  he 
hiui  that  «i>nl(l  bilieie  the\  were  guilty,  and  was  Alex.inder'  father-in-law.  Yet  did  not 
showed  their  indignation  at  them.  he  produce  his  sons  in  open  court;  and  this 

WHS  done  very  cunningly,  for  he  knew  well 

I  enough  that,  had  they  but  appeared  only,  they 

CHAPTER  XXVII.  -vould    certainly    have    been    pitied:    and   if 

I  withal  they  had  been  suffered  to  speak,  Alex- 
HKROD.  BY  CA:sAli"s  DIRKCTION.  ACCUSES  HIS  :  ander  would  easily  have  answered  what  they 
SONS  AT   BKKVi  IS.     THKY  ABK   NOT  PBO-  I  were  accused  of;  but  they  were  in  custody  at 
DtCED  BEFoKi:  THE  COURT,  BLT  YET  ABE  |  Platane,  tt  village  of  the  Sidonians. 

3.  So  the  king  got  up,  and  inveighed  against 
stbangledI  his  sons  as  if  they  were  present;  and  as  for 
that  part  of  the  accusation  that  they  had 
plotted  against  him,  he  urged  it  but  faintly, 
because  he  was  destitute  of  proofs;  but  he 
insisted  before  the  assessors  on  the  reproaches, 
and  jests,  and  injurious  carriage,  and  ten  thou- 
sand the  like  oifences   against  them,  which 


CONDEMNliD;    ANU   IN   A  LITTLE  TIMK  ABE 

SENT      TO       SbBASTE,       AND 

THERE. 


§  1.  MoBEOVEB,  Salome  exasperated  Herod's 
cruelty  against  his  sons;  for  Aristobulus  was 
desirous  to  bring  her,  who  whs  his  mother-in- 
law  and  his  aunt,  into  the  like  dangers  with 

themselves;  so  he  sent  to  her  to  take  care  of,  were  heavier  than  death  itself;  and  when 
her  own  safety,  and  told  her  that  the  king  was  !  nobody  contradicted  him,  he  moved  them  to 
preparing  to  put  her  to  death,  on  account  of  pity  his  case,  as  though  he   had    been  con- 


the  accusation  that  was  laid  against  her,  as  if 
when  she  formerly  endeavoured  to  marry 
herself  to  Sy Ileus  the  Arabian,  she  had  dis- 
covered the  king's  grand  secrets  to  him,  who 
was  the  king's  enemy ;  and  this  it  was  that 
came  as  the  last  storm,  and  entirely  sunk  the 
young  men,  who  were  in  great  danger  before; 
for  Salome  came  running  to  the  king,  and 
informed  him  of  what  admonition  had  been 
given  her ;  whereupon  he  could  bear  no 
longer,  but  commanded  both  the  young  men 
to  be  bound,  and  kept  the  one  asunder  from 
the  other.  He  also  sent  Volumnius,  the 
general  of  hi?  army,  to  Ca>sar  in;mediately, 
as  also  his  friend  Ol-.  mpus  with  him,  who 
carried  the  inforruutions  ;n  writing  along  with 


demned  himself,  now  he  had  gained  a  bitter 
victory  against  his  sons.  So  he  asked  every 
one's  sentence;  which  sentence  was  first  of 
all  given  by  Saturninus,  and  was  this: — That 
he  condemned  the  young  men,  but  not  to 
death:  for  that  it  was  not  fit  for  him,  who 
had  three  sons  of  his  own  now  present,  to  give 
his  vote  for  the  destruction  of  the  sons  of 
another.  The  two  lieutenants  also  gave  the 
like  vote;  some  others  there  were  also  who 
followed  their  example;  but  Volumnius  began 
to  vote  on  the  more  melancholy  side,  and  all 
those  that  came  after  him  condemned  the 
>oiing  men  to  dip;  some  out  of  flattery,  and 
some  out  of  hatred  to  Herod;  but  none  out 
of  indignation  at  their  crimes.      And  now  all 
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Syria  and  Jtidea  was  in  great  expectation,  and 
waited  for  the  last  act  of  this  tragedy;  \et  did 
nobody  suppose  that  Herod  would  be  so  bar- 
buruus  as  to  inurder  his  children:  however, 
he  carried  them  away  to  Tyre,  and  thence 
sailed  to  Cesarea,  and  then  he  deliberated 
with  himself  what  sort  of  death  the  young 
men  should  stiflcr. 

4.  Now  there  was  a  certain  old  soldier  of 
the  king's,  whose  name  was  Tero.  who  had 
a  soil  that  wa^  very  funiiliar  with,  and  a 
friend  to  Alexander,  and  who  himself  parti- 
culiirly  loved  the  \onnp  men.  This  soldier 
\\n>  ill  a  manner  distracted,  out  of  the  excess 
of  the  indignation  he  had  ut  what  was  doing; 
uiid  at  first  be  cried  out  aloud,  as  he  went 
about,  that  justice  was  trampled  under  foot; 
that  truth  was  perished,  and  nature  con- 
founded; and  that  the  life  of  man  was  full  of 
iiTiquity,ahd  every  thing  else  that  passion  could 
suggest  to  a  man  who  spared  not  his  own  life; 
and  at  last  he  ventured  to  go  to  the  king,  and 
said,  "  Truly,  I  think,  tliou  art  a  most 
miserable  man,  when  thou  hearkenest  to  most 
wicked  wretches,  against  those  that  ought  to 
be  dearest  to  thee ;  since  thou  hast  frequently 
resol\ed  that  Pheroras  and  Salome  should  be 
put  to  death,  and  yet  helievest  them  against 
thy  sonb;  while  these,  by  cutting  off  the  suc- 
cession of  thine  own  sons,  leave  all  wholly  to 
Antipater,  and  thereby  choose  to  have  thee 
such  a  king  as  may  be  thoroughly  in  their 
own  power.  However,  consider  whether  this 
death  of  Antipater's  brethren  will  not  make 
liim  hated  by  the  soldiers;  for  there  is  nobody 
but  comniiserates  the  young  men;  and  of  the 
captains,  a  great  many  show  their  indignation 
at  it  openly."  Upon  his  saving  this,  he  named 
those  that  bad  such  indignation;  but  the  king 
ordered  those  men,  with  Tero  himself,  and  bis 
son,  to  be  seized  upon  immediately. 

5.  At  which  time  there  was  a  certain  bar- 
ber, whose  name  was  Tr}|ho,  This  man 
leaped  out  from  among  the  people  in  a  kind 
of  madness,  and  accu.^cd  him^elf,  and  said, 
**  this  Tero  endeavoured  to  persuade  me  also 
to  cut  thy  throat  with  my  razor  when  I  trim- 
med thee;  and  promised  that  Alexander 
should  give  me  large  presents  for  so  doing. 
"When  Herod  heard  this,  he  examined  Tero, 
with  his  son  and  the  barber,  by  the  torture; 
but  as  the  others  denied  the  accusation,  and 
he  said  nothing  farther,  Herod  gave  order 
that  Tero  should  be  racked  more  severely ; 
but  his  son,  out  of  pity  to  his  father,  pro- 
mised to  discover  the  whole  to  the  king,  if  he 
would  grant  [that  his  father  should  be  no 
longer  tortured].  "When  be  had  agreed  to 
this,  he  said,  that  his  father,  at  the  persuasion 
of  Alexander,  had  an  intention  to  kill  him, 
Kow  some  said  this  was  forged,  in  order  to 
free  his  father  from  his  torments;  and  some 
said  it  was  true. 

6.  And  now  Herod  accus'*^  the  captains 
Uid  Tero  in  *>*•  u^bcuibiy  of  the   petjple,  and 


brought  tbe  people  together  in  a  body  against 
them;  and  accortiingly  there  were  they  put 
to  death,  together  with  [Trypho]  tbe  barber; 
they  were  killed  by  the  pieces  of  wood  and 
the  stones  that  were  thrown  at  them.  He 
also  sent  his  sons  to  Sebaste,  a  city  not  far 
from  Cesarea,  and  ordered  them  to  be  there 
strangled;  and  as  what  he  had  ordered  was 
executed  immediately,  so  he  commanded  that 
their  dead  bo<iies  should  be  brought  to  the 
fortress  Alexandrium,  to"  be  buried  with 
Alexander,  their  grandfather  by  the  mother's 
side.  And  this  was  the  end  of  Alexander 
and  Aristobulus. 


CHAPTER  XXVni. 

HOW  ANTIPATER  IS  HATED  OF  ALL  MEN; 
AND  HOW  THE  KING  ESPOUSES  THE  SONS 
OF  THOSE  THAT  HAD  BEEN  SLAIN  TO  HIS 
KINDRED;  BLT  THAT  ANTIPATER  MADE 
HIM  CHANGE  THEM  FOR  OTHER  WOMEN. 
OF  HEROD's  MARRIAGES  AND  CHILDKEN. 

§   1.  But    an    intolerable    hatred  fell    upon 

Antipater  from  the  nation,  though  be  bad  now 

'an  indisputable  title  to  the  succession;    be- 

!  cause  they  all  knew  that  he  was  the  person 

who  contrived  all  the  calumnies  against  his 

I  brethren.       However,  he  began    to   be  in  a 

terrible  fear,  as  he  saw  the  posterity  of  those 

I  that  had    been  slain  growing  up;  for  Alex- 

j  ander  had  two  sons  by  Glaphyra,   Tygranes 

and  Alexander;  and  Aristobulus  had   Herod, 

and  Agrippa,  and  Aristobulus,  his  sons,  with 

I  Herodias  and   Marianine,  his  daughters;  and 

I  all  by  Bernice,    Salome's  daughter.      As  tor 

Glaphyra,   Herod,  as  soon  as  he    had  killed 

I  Alexander,  sent  her  back,  together  with  her 

portion,  to  Cappadocia.      He  married  Bernice, 

Aristobulus's  daughter,   to  Antipater's  uncle 

by  his  mother,  and  it  was  Antipater  who,  ii 

order  to  reconcile  her  to  him,  when  she  had 

I  been   at  variance  with    him,    contrived    this 

match;    be  also  got  into  Pheroras's  favour, 

and  into  the    favour  of   Ca?sar's  friends,   by 

presents,  and  other  ways  of  obsequiousness, 

and  sent  no  snjall  sums  of  money  to  Rome; 

Saturninus    also,  and    his    friends    in    S\ria, 

were  all  well  replenished  with  the  presents  he 

made  them;  jet  the  more  he  gave  the   more 

he  was  hated,  as  not   making  these  presents 

out  of  generosity,  but  spending  his  money  out 

of  fear.     Accordingly  it  so  fell  out,  that  the 

receivers    bore  him  no  more  good-will  than 

before,  but  that  those  to  w  horn  he  gave  nothing 

were  his  more  bitter  enemies.     However,  he 

bestowed  his  money  every  day  more  and  more 

profusely,  on  observing  that,  contrary  to  his 

expectations,  the  king  was  taking  care  about 

the  orphans,  and  riis-covering  at  the  same  time 

his  repentance  for  kilUng  their  fathers,  Vjy  his 

commiseration  i>f  the  >e  that  j^prang  htm  tbem. 

'2.    Acrordinglv,   Herod    got    to^eth«r    hia 
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idndred  and  friends,  and  «et  before  them  the 
children,  and  with  his  eyes  full  of  tears,  said 
thus  to  them:  "It  was  an  unlucky  fate  that 
took  away  from  me  these  children's  fathers, 
which  children  are  recooimendid  to  me  by 
that  natural  commiseration  which  their  orphan 
condition  requires;  however,  1  will  endeavour, 
tfaoui;h  I  have  been  a  most  unfortunate 
tiither,  to  appear  a  better  grandfather,  and  to 
leave  these  children  such  curators  after  myself 
as  are  dearest  to  me.  I  therefore  betroth  thy 
daughter,  Pheroras,  to  the  elder  of  these  bre- 
thren, the  children  of  Alexander,  that  thou 
mayest  be  obliged  to  take  care  of  them.  I 
also  betroth  to  thy  son,  Antipater.  the  daugh- 
ter of  Aristobulus;  be  thou  therefore  a  father 
to  that  orphan;  and  my  son  Herod  [Philip] 
shall  have  her  sister,  whose  grandfather,  by 
the  mother's  side,  was  high-priest.  And  let 
every  one  that  loves  me  be  of  ray  sentiments 
in  these  dispositions,  which  none  that  hath 
an  affection  for  me  will  abrogate.  And  I 
prav  God  that  he  will  join  these  chiiA-en 
together  in  marriage,  to  the  advantage  of 
my  kingdom,  and  of  my  posterity ;  and 
may  he  look  down  with  eyes  more  serene 
upon  them  than  be  looked  upon  their 
fathers  !  " 

3.  While  he  spake  these  words,  he  wept, 
and  joined  the  children's  right  bands  toge- 
ther: after  which  he  embraced  them  every  one 
after  an  affectionate  manner,  and  dismissed 
the  assembly.  I' pen  this  Antipater  was  in 
great  disorder  immediately,  and  lamented 
publicly  at  what  was  done ;  for  he  supposed 
that  this  dignity,  which  was  conferred  on  these 
orphans  was  for  his  own  destruction,  even  in 
his  father's  life  time,  and  that  he  should  run 
another  risk  of  losing  the  government  if 
Alexander's  sons  should  have  both  Archelaus 
[a  king],  and  Pheroras  a  tetraeh,  to  support 
them.  He  also  considered  how  he  was  him- 
self hated  by  the  nation,  and  how  they  pitied 
these  orphans:  how  great  affection  the  Jews 
bare  to  those  brethren  of  his  when  they  were 
alive,  and  how  gladly  they  remembered  them, 
now  they  had  perished  by  his  means.  So  he 
resolved  by  all  the  ways  possible  to  get  these 
espousals  dissolved. 

4.  Now  he  was  afraid  of  going  subtilely 
about  this  matter  with  his  father,  who  was 
hard  to  be  pleased,  and  was  presently  moved 
upon  the  least  suspicion:  so  he  ventured  to  go 
to  bim  directly,  and  to  beg  of  him  before  his 
face,  not  to  deprive  him  of  that  dignity  which 
he  had  been  pleased  to  bestow  upon  him ; 
and  that  he  might  not  have  the  bare  name  of 
a  king,  while  the  power  was  in  other  persons; 
for  that  he  should  never  be  able  to  keep  the 
government,  if  Alexander's  son  was  to  have 
both  his  grandfather  Archelaus  and  Pheroras 
for  his  curators ;  and  he  besought  him  ear- 
nestly, since  there  were  so  many  of  the  royal 
family  alive,  that  be  would  change  those  [in- 
tended] marriages.      Now  the  king  had  nine 


wives,*  and  children  by  seven  of  them;  Anti- 
pater  was  himself  born  of  Doris,  and  Herod 
[Philip]  of  Mariamne,  the  bigh-priest's  daugh- 
ter ;  Antipas  also  and  Archelaus  were  by 
Malthace,  the  Samaritan,  as  was  his  daughter 
Olympias,  which  his  brother  Joseph'sf  son 
had.  m.-irried.  By  Cleopatra  of  Jerusalem  be 
bad  Herod  and  Philip;  and  by  Pallas,  Fba- 
saelus ;  be  had  also  two  daughters,  Roxana 
and  Salome,  the  one  by  Pbedra,  and  the  other 
by  Elpis:  he  had  also  two  wives  wlio  had  no 
children,  the  one  his  first  cousin,  and  the  other 
bis  niece;  and  besides  these  be  had  two  daugh- 
ters, the  sisters  of  Alexander  and  Aristobulus, 
by  Mariamne.  Since,  therefore,  the  royal 
family  was  so  numerous,  Antipater  prayed 
him  to  change  these  intended  marriages. 

5.  When  the  king  perceived  what  disposi- 
tion be  was  in  towards  these  orphans,  he  was 
angry  at  it,  and  a  suspicion  came  into  his 
mind  as  to  those  sons  whom  he  had  put  to 
death,  whether  that  had  not  been  brought 
about  by  the  false  tales  of  Antipater ;  so  at 
that  time  be  made  Antipater  a  long  and  a 
peevish  answer,  and  bade  him  begone.  Yet 
was  he  afterwards  prevailed  upon  cunningly 
by  his  flatteries,  and  changed  the  marriages ; 

j  be   married   Aristobulus's  daughter  to   bim, 
I  and  bis  son  to  Pberoras's  daughter. 

6.  Now  one  may  learn,  in  this  instance, 
;  how  very  much  this  flattering  Antipater  cu^d 

do, — even  what  Salome  in  the  lilce  circum- 
stances could  not  do;  for  when  she,  who  was 
his  sister,  had  by  the  means  of  Julia,  Caesar's 
wife,  earnestly  desired  leave  to  he  married  to 
Sylleus  the  Arabian,  Herod  swore  he  would 
esteem  her  bis  bitter  enemy,  unless  she  would 
leave  off  that  project ;  he  also  caused  her, 
against  her  own  consent,  to  be  married  to 
Alexas,  a  friend  of  bis,  and  that  one  of  her 
daughters  should  be  married  to  Alexas's  son, 
and  the  other  to  Antipater's  uncle  by  the 
mother's  side.  And  for  the  daughters  that 
the  king  had  by  Mariamne,  the  one  was  mar- 
ried to  Antipater,  his  sister's  son,  and  the 
other  to  bis  brother's  son,  Phasaelus. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

ANTIPATER  BECOMES  INTOLERABLE.  HK  13 
SENT  TO  ROME,  AND  CARRIES  HEHOd's 
TESTAMENTWITH  HIM.  PHERORAS  LEAVES 
HIS  BROTHER  THAT  HE  MAY  KEEP  HIS 
WIFE.       HE  DIES  AT  HOME. 

§   1.   Now  when  Antipater  had  cut  off  the 

I  hopes  of  the  orphans,  and  bad  contracted  such 
•  Dean  Aldrich  takes  notice  here,  that  these  nine 
wires  of  Hernd  were  ahve  at  the  same  time,  And  that 
if  the  celehrated  Mariamne,  who  was  now  dead,  be 
reckoned,  those  wives  were  in  all  ten.  Yet  it  is  remark 
al)ie  that  Ije  liad  no  more  than  fitleen  children  by  thetn 
all. 
'  +  To  rreeef>t  confusion,  it  may  not  be  anit.s,  with 
Uean  AlArich.  lo   distinguish   b«tweeu  four  Josephf 
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affinities  as  woutd  he  most  for  his  own  advan- 
tage, he  proceeded  briskly,  as  having  a  certain 
expectation  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  as  he  had 
now  assurance  added  to  his  wickedness,  he 
became  intolerable;  for  not  being  able  to  avoid 
the  hatred  of  all  people,  he  built  his  security 
upon  the  terror  be  struck  into  them.  Phe- 
roras  also  assisted  him  in  his  designs,  looking 
upon  him  as  already  fixed  in  the  kingdom. 
There  was  also  a  company  of  women  in  the 
court,  who  excited  new  disturbances;  for 
Pheroras's  wife,  together  with  her  mother 
and  sister,  as  alrio  Antipater'a  mother,  grew 
very*impudent  in  the  palace.  She  also  was 
80  insolent  as  to  affront  the  king's  two  daugh- 
ters,* on  which  account  the  king  hated  her  to 
a  great  degree;  yet  although  these  women 
were  hated  by  him,  they  domineered  over 
others :  there  was  only  Salome  who  opposed 
their  good  agreement,  and  informed  the  king 
of  their  meetings,  as  not  being  for  the  advan- 
tage of  his  affairs;  and  when  those  women 
knew  what  calumnies  she  had  raised  against 
them,  and  how  much  Herod  was  displeased, 
they  left  off  their  public  meetings  and  friendly 
entertainments  of  one  another ;  nay,  on  the 
contrary,  they  pretended  to  quarrel  one  with 
another  when  the  king  was  within  hearing. 
The  like  dissimulation  did  Antipater  make 
use  of;  and  when  matters  w^ere  public,  he 
opposed  Pheroras:  but  still  they  had  private 
cabals,  and  merry  meetings  in  the  night-time; 
nor  did  the  observation  of  others  do  any  more 
than  confirm  their  mutual  agreement.  How- 
ever, Salome  knew  every  thing  they  did,  and 
told  every  thing  to  Herod. 

2.  But  be  was  inflamed  with  anger  at  them, 
and  chiefly  at  Pheroras's  wife ;  for  Salome 
had  principally  accused  her.  So  he  got  an 
assembly  of  his  friends  and  kindred  together, 
and  there  accused  this  woman  of  many  things, 
and  particularly  of  the  affronts  she  had  offered 
his  daughters;  and  that  she  had  supplied  the 
Pharisees  with  money,  by  way  of  rewards  for 
what  they  had  done  against  him,  and  had  pro- 
cured his  brother  to  become  his  enemy,  by 
giving  him  love  potions.  At  length  he  turned 
his  speech  to  Pheroras,  and  told  him  that 
he  would  give  him  his  choice  of  these  two 
things: — Whether  he  would  keep  in  with  his 
brother,  or  with  his  wife?  And  when  Phe- 
roris  said  that  he  certainly  would  die  rather 
thsu  forsake  his  wife,t — Herod,  not  knowing 

t'e  iiistory  of  Herfxl.  I.  Joseph,  Herod's  ancle,  and 
Cif  f  second '  husband  of  his  sister  SaJonje.  slain  by 
HcriMl  on  account  of  Marianjne.     2.   Joseph.   Herod's 

3iiwstor,  or  treasurer,  slain  on  the  same  account  3. 
usepb,  Herod's  brother,  slain  in  thf  battle  a^inst  An- 
ticoDus.  4.  Joseph,  Herod's  nephew,  the  husband  of 
UljtOpias,  mentioned  io  this  place. 

•  These  daughters  of  Herod,  whom  Pberoras'g  wife 
affronted,  were  Salume  and  Rosana,  tn^o  virgins,  who 
were  born  to  him  of  bis  two  wjvca.  Elpide  and  Fbedta. 
See  Herod's  genealoey.  Antiij.b.  iLvii.ch.  L  swL  3. 

+  This  stratg'*  obstinacy  of  Pheroras  in  ntaining  his 
wife,  who  was  line  uf  a  low  family,  and  refusing  to  marry 
cne  nearly  relatt.-<l  to  Herod,  thoueb  be  tt  earnestly  de- 
smd  iU  ai  aJso  that   wib^  admisMon   to  tkia  oouoctls 


what  to  do  farther  in  that  matter,  turned  hs» 
speech  to  Antipater,  and  charged  him  to  have 
no  intercourse  cither  with  Pheroras's  wife, 
or  with  Pheroras  himself,  or  wKh  any  one 
belonging  to  her.  Now,  thoitgh  Antipater 
did  not  transgress  that  his  injunction  publiclv, 
yet  did  he  in  secret  come  to  their  nigbt-meet- 
ings:  and  because  he  was  afraid  that  Salome 
observed  what  he  did,  be  procured  by  the 
means  of  his  Italian  friends,  that  he  might 
go  and  live  at  Rome ;  for  when  they  wrote 
that  it  was  proper  for  Antipater  to  be  sent  ta 
Caesar  for  some  time,  Herod  made  no  delay, 
but  sent  him,  and  that  XNith  a  splendid  atten- 
dance, and  a  great  deal  of  money,  and  gave 
him  his  testament  to  carry  with  hira, — v\  here- 
in Antipater  had  the  kingdom  bequeathed  to 
him,  and  wherein  Herod  was  named  for  An- 
tipater's  successor;  that  Herod,  I  mean,  whx 
was  the  son  of  Mariarane,  the  high-priest's 

I  daughter. 

3.  Sylleus  also,  the  Arabian,  sailed  to 
Rome,  without  any  regard  to  Caesar *s  injiin> 
tiong,  and  this  in  order  to  oppose  Antipater 
with  all  his  might,  as  to  that  law-suit  whicb 
Nicolaus  had  with  him  before.  This  Sylleu* 
had  also  a  great  contest  with  Aretas  bis  own 
king;  for  he  had  slain  many  others  of  Aretas's 
friends,  and  particularly  Sohemus,  the  roost 
potent  man  in  the  city  Petra.  Moreover,  be 
had  prevailed  with  Phabatus,  who  was  Herod'* 
steward,  by  giving  him  a  great  sum  of  money, 
to  assist  him  against  Herod;  but  when  Herod 
gave  him  more,  he  induced  him  to  leave  Sv»- 
leiis,  and  by  his  means  be  demanded  of  him 
all  that  Caesar  had  required  of  bim  to  pflv 

\  but  when  Sylleus  paid  nothing  of  what  be  was 
to  pay,  and  did  also  accuse  Phabatus  to  C*- 
sar,  and  said  that  he  was  not  a  steward  for 
Csesar's  advantage,  but  for  Herod's.  Phabatus 
was  angry  at  him  on  that  account,  but  was 
still  in  very  gretit  esteem  with  Herod,  and 
discovered  Sylleus's  grand  secrete,  and  toid 
the  king  that  Sylleus  had  corrupted  Conn- 
thas,  one  of  the  guards  of  bis  body,  by  brib- 
ing him,  and  of  whom  he  must  therefore  hnve 
a  care.  Accordingly  the  king  complied*  tor 
this  Corinthus,  though  he  was  brought  un  in 
Herod's  kingdom,  yet  was  by  birth  an  Ara- 
bian ;  so  the  king  ordered  him  to  be  taken  up 
immediately,  and  not  only  him,  but  twc  otbe~ 
Arabians,  who  were  caught  with  hira;  the  o'lp 
of  them  was  Sylleus's  friend,  the  other  the 
head  of  a  tribe.  These  last,  being  put  to  the 
torture,  confessed  that  they  had  prevailed  with 
Corinthus,  for  a  large  sum  of  money,  to  kill 

of  the  other  creat  conrt-Tadies,  together  with  Hero^^ 
own  importunity  as  to  Pheroras's  divorce  ar>I  niner 
Qiarriage.  hU  &o  remarkable  here  or  id  the  Antiq.  x 
xvii.  ch.  ii.  sect  4;  aiwl  ch.  iii.  sect-  3,  cannot  be  v'l'J 
accounted  for.  but  on  the  suppfisal  that  Phemras  be» 
j  lie?"ed,  and  Herod  mspected.  that  the  Pharistea^  pru-' 
I  diction,  as  if  the  crown  of  Judea  should  be   tr.kDsUttnl 

I  from  Herwl  to  I'herunjs's  posterity,  and  that  m.i>I  pr^ 
bahty  to  Pbemras's  posterity  h>  this  hrs  wte.  also  wat)t4 
prove  true.  See  Aaliq.  tk  xvii.  ch.  U.  see^  4:  aihi  cil. 
ULsect.  1 
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Herod ;  and  when  they  had  been  farther 
examined  before  Saturninus,  the  president  of 
Syria,  they  were  sent  to  Rome. 

4.  However.  Herod  did  not  leave  off  impor- 
tuning Pheroras,  but  proceeded  to  force  him  to 
put  awuy  his  wife;  yet  could  he  not  devise 
aiiv  way  by  which  he  could  brinp  the  woman 
*ber<eif  to  puni*»fament,  although  he  had  many 
causes  of  hatred  to  her ;  till  at  leng'th  he  was 
in  such  great  uneasiness  at  her,  that  he  cast 
both  her  and  his  brother  out  of  bis  kingdom. 
Pheroras  took  this  injury  very  patiently,  and 
went  away  into  his  own  tetrarcby  [Perea,  be- 
yond Jordan],  and  svvare  that  there  should  be 
out  one  end  put  to  his  flight,  and  that  should 
i>e  Herod's  death;  and  that  he  would  never 
return  while  he  was  alive.  Nor  indeed  would 
be  return  when  his  brother  was  sick,  although 
he  earnestly  sent  for  him  to  couie  to  him, 
because  he  had  a  mind  to  leave  some  injunc- 
tions with  him  before  he  died;  but  Herod 
unexpectedly  recovered.  A  little  afterward 
Pheroras  himself  fell  sick,  when  Herod  showed 
great  moderation;  for  he  came  to  him,  and 
pitied  his  case,  and  took  care  uf  him  ;  but  his 
alfection  for  him  did  him  no  good,  fnr  Phero- 
ras died  a  little  afterward.  Now,  though 
HtTod  had  so  great  an  affection  for  him  to  the 
•ast  day  of  his  life,  yet  was  a  report  spread 
Ki)road  that  be  had  killed  him  by  poison. 
Ho\\*ever,  he  took  care  to  Lave  his  dead  body 
carried  to  Jerusalem,  and  appointed  a  very 
great  mourning  to  the  whole  nation  for  him, 
and  bestowed  a  most  [>ompous  funeral  upon 
aim  ;  and  this  was  the  end  that  one  of  Alex- 
ander's and  Aribtobulu^'s  murderers  came  to. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

WHEV  HEROD  MADE  INQUIRY  ABOUT  PIIEttO- 
EAS'S  DEATH,  A  DISCO  VEUY  WAS  MADE 
THAT  ANTIPATER  HAD  PREJ'AKED  A  POI- 
SONOUS DRAUGHT  FOR  HIM.  HEROD  CASTS 
DORIS  AND  HER  ACCO.M  PLICES,  AS  ALSO 
MARIAMNE,  OUT  OF  THE  PALACE,  AND 
S.'.OTS  HEa  SON  HEROD  OUT  UF  HIS  TES- 
TAMENT. I 

§  1.  But  now  the  punishment  was  transfer- 
red unto  the  original  author,  Antipater,  and 
look  its  rise  from  the  death  of  Pheroras  ;  for 
Certain   of   his   freed-men    came    with   a  sad 
ixiuntenance  to  the  king,  and  told   him   that 
fiis  brother  had  been  destroyed  by  poison,  and 
that  his  wife  had  brought  him  somewhat  that 
was  prepared   after  an  unusual    manner,   and 
that  upon    his  eating  it.  he  presently    fell  into 
his   distemper ;    that    Antipater's    mother   and 
Bister,  two  days  before,  brought  a  woman  out 
of  Arabia,  that  was  skillful  in  mixing  such  drugs. 
that  she  migiit  prepare  a  love-putiuu  fur  Phe- 
roras; and    that,    instead  of  a  [uve-polinn,  bhe 
had  given    bira   deadly  poison ;   and   that   this 


was  done  by  the  management  of  Sylleus,  who 
was  acquainted  with  that  woman. 

2.  The  king  was  deeply  affected  with  so 
many  S'lspicions,  and  had  the  maid-servants 
and  some  of  the  free-women  also  tortured; 
one  of  whom  cried  out  in  her  agonies,  **  May 
that  God  that  governs  the  earth  ami  the  heaven 
punish  the  author  of  all  these  our  miserit  .s 
Antipater's  mother!"  The  kinp  took  a  Innuile 
from  this  confe?s'on,  and  proceeded  to  inipiir© 
farther  into  the  truth  of  this  matter.  So  this 
woman  discovered  the  friendship  of  Antipa* 
ter's  mother  to  Pheroras  and  Antipater's 
women,  as  also  their  secret  meetings,  and  that 
Pheroras  and  Antipater  had  drank  with  them 
for  a  whole  night  togetlier  as  they  returned 
from  the  king,  and  would  not  sutl'*rr  any  body, 
eitberman-servant  or  maid-servant  to  be  there: 
while  one  of  the  free-women  discovered  the 
whole  of  the  matter. 

3.  Upon  this,  Herod  tortured  the  maid- 
servants, everyone  by  themselves  separately; 
who  all  unanimously  agreed  -in  the  foregoing 
discoveries,  and  that  accordingly  by  agree- 
ment they  went  away,  Antipalur  to  Rome, 
and  Pheroras  to  Perea ;  for  that  they  often- 
times talked  to  one  another  thus: — That  aflei 
Herod  had  slain  Alexander  and  Aristobulus, 
he  would  fall  upon  them,  and  upon  theii 
wives,  because,  after  he  had  not  spared  Ma* 
riauine  and  her  children,  he  would  spare  no* 
body  ;  and  tliat  for  this  reason  it  was  best  to 
get  i»s  far  olf  the  wild  bea^-t  as  they  were  able: 
and  that  Antipater  oftentimes  lamented  hia 
own  case  before  his  mother;  and  said  to  her, 
that  he  had  already  grey  hairs  upon  his  head, 
and  that  his  fither  grew  younger  again  every 
day,  and  that  puihaps  death  would  overtake 
him  before  he  should  begin  to  be  a  king  In 
earnest;  and  that  in  case  Herod  should  die, 
which  yet  nobody  knew  when  it  would  he, 
the  enjoyment  of  the  succession  could  certainly 
be  but  for  a  little  time;  for  that  these  heads  ol 
Hydra,  the  sons  of  Alexander  and  Aristobu- 
lus,  were  growing  np :  that  he  was  deprived 
by  his  father  of  the  hopes  of  being  succeeded 
by  his  children,  for  that  his  successor  after  his 
death  was  not  to  be  any  one  of  his  own  sons, 
but  Herod  the  son  of  Mariamne: — that  in 
this  point  Herod  was  plainly  distracted,  to 
think  that  his  testament  should  therein  take 
place;  for  he  would  take  care  that  not  one  of 
his  posterity  should  remain,  because  he  was,  of 
all  lathers,  the  greatest  hater  of  his  children. 
Ye*:  does  he  bate  his  brother  still  worse; 
whence  it  was  that  he  a  whi'e  ago  gave  him- 
self a  hundie'i  talrnts  that  h.-  should  not 
have  anv  intercourse  with  Pheroras.  And 
when  Pheroras  said,  wherein  have  we  dona 
him  any  harm?  Antipater  replied.  '-1  wish 
he  would  but  deprive  ns  of  all  we  liave.  and 
leave  ns  naked  and  alive  only  :  but  it  is  in-  ' 
deed  impo^ible  to  escape  this  wild  ht?ast.  who 
is  thus  given  to  murJer :  who  «iU  n.ii  permit' 
ns  to  love  any  person  uptniy,  althou^ii  Wk'  be  * 
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together  privately ;  yet  may  we  be  so  openly 
tt'O,  it  we  are  but  endowed  with  the  courage 
ajid  the  bands  of  men." 

4.  These  things  were  said  by  the  women 
upon  the  torture ;  as  also  that  Pheroras 
tesolved  to  fly  with  them  to  Perea.  Now 
HtTod  gave  credit  to  all  they  said,  on  account 
oi"  the  alFair  of  the  hundred  talents;  for  he  had 
had  no  discourse  with  any  body  about  them,  but 
oidy  with  Antipater.  So  he  vented  his  anger 
first  of  all  against  Autipater's  mother,  and 
took  away  from  her  all  the  ornaments  which 
he  had  given  her,  which  cost  a  great  many 
talents,  and  cast  her  out  of  the  palace  a  second^ 
time.  He  also  took  care  of  l^lieroras's  women 
after  their  tortures,  as  being  now  reconciled 
to  them;  hut  he  was  in  great  consternation 
himself,  and  inflamed  upon  every  suspicion, 
and  had  many  innocent -persons  led  to  the  tor- 
ture, out  of  his  fear,  le^t  he  should  perhaps 
leave  any  guilty  person  imtortured. 

5.  And  now  it  was  that  he  betook  himself 
to  examine  Antipater  of  Samaria,  who  was 
the  steward  of  [bis  son]  Antipater;  and  upon 
torturing  liim,  he  learned  that  Antipatir  bad 
sent  for  a  potion  of  deadly  poison  for  him  out 
ot  Egypt,  by  Antijibiius,  a  companion  of  bis; 
that  Theudio,  the  uncle  of  Ar.lipater,  had  it 
from  him,  and  delivered  it  to  Pheroras ;  for 
that  Antipater  hud  charged  bim  to  take  his 
father  off  while  be  was  at  Rome,  and  so  free 
him  from  the  suspicion  of  doing  it  himself: 
that  Pheroras  also  committed  this  potion  to 
his  wife.  Then  did  the  king  send  for  her, 
and  bade  her  bring  to  bim  what  she  had  re- 
ceived immediately.  So  she  came  out  of  her  | 
house  as  if  she  would  hring  it  with  her,  but 
threw  herself  down  from  the  top  of  the  house, 
in  order  to  prevent  any  examination  and  tor- 
ture from  the  king.  However,  it  came  to 
pass,  as  it  seems  by  the  providence  of  God, 
when  he  intended  to  bring  Antipater  to  pun- 
isiiment,  that  she  fell  not  upon  her  head,  but 
upon  other  parts  of  her  body,  and  escaped. 
The  king,  when  she  was  brought  to  bim,  took 
care  of  her  (for  she  was  at  first  quite  senseless 
upon  her  fall),  and  asked.her  why  she  had 
thrown  herself  down;  and  gave  her  his  oath, 
that  if  she  would  speak  the  real  truth,  be 
would  excuse  her  from  punishment  ;  but  that 
if  she  concealed  any  thing,  he  would  have  her 
body  torn  to  pieces  by  torments,  anil  leave  no 
part  of  it  to  he  buried. 

6.  Upon  this  the  woman  paused  a  little, 
and  then  said,  "  AVhy  do  1  spare  to  speak  of 
these  grand  secrets,  now  Pheroras  is  dead! 
that  would  only  tend  to  save  .Antipater,  who 
is  all  Oiir  destruction.  Hear  then,  O  king, 
and  be  thou,  and  God  himself,  w  ho  cannot  be 
deceived,  witnesses  to  the  truth  of  what  lam 
going  to  fay.  When  thou  didst  sit  weeping 
by  Pheroras  as  he  was  dying,  then   it  was  that 

he  called    me  to  him,  and    saiii, '  My  dear 

wife,  I  have  been  grentli  nii.-ia  en  as  to  the 
diiipositiou   ot  nij    biuiher   tow.irdi    ni«.   and 


have  hated  him  that  is  so  affectionate  to  me, 
and  have  contrived  to  kill  him  who  is  in  suro 
disorder  for  me  before  I  am  dead.  As  tot 
myself.  I  receive  the  recompense  of  ray  im- 
piety; but  do  thou  bring  what  poison  was  left 
with  us  by  Antipater,  and  which  thou  keefiest, 
in  order  to  destro)  him,  and  consume  it  imme- 
diately in  the  fire  in  my  sight,  that  1  may  not 
be  liable  to  the  avenger  in  the  invisible  w  orld." 
This  1  brought  as  he  bade  roe,  and  emptied  the 
greatest  part  of  it  into  the  fire,  but  reserved  a 
little  of  it  for  my  own  use  against  uncertain 
futurity,  and  out  of  my  fear  of  thee.'" 

7-  Nv'hen  she  had  saitl  this,  she  brought 
the  box,  which  had  a  small  quantity  oi  this 
potion  in  it ;  but  the  king  let  her  alone,  and 
transferred  the  tortures  to  Aniiphilus's  mo- 
ther and  brother;  who  both  confessed  that 
Antiphilus  brought  the  box  out  of  Ee\pt, 
and  that  they  had  received  the  potion  from  a 
brother  of  his,  who  was  a  physician  at  Alex- 
andria. Then  did  the  ghosts  of  .Alexander 
and  Aristobidus  go  round  uU  the  palace,  and 
became  the  inquisitors  and  discoverers  of  w  hat 
could  not  otherwise  have  heeti  found  out,  and 
brought  such  as  were  the  freest  fioin  stisjii 
cioti  to  he  examined;  whereby  it  was  disco 
vered  that  Mariamiie,  the  high- priest's  daugh 
ter,  was  conscious  of  this  plot;  and  her  very 
brothers,  when  ihey  were  turturcti,  declared 
it  so  to  be.  Whereupon  the  king  axenged 
this  insolent  attempt  of  the  mother  upon  her 
son,  and  blotted  Herod,  whom  he  had  by  her, 
out  of  his  testament,  who  had  been  before 
named  therein  as  successor  to  Antipater. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 

ANTIPATER  IS  CONVICTED  BV  BATHYLLUS; 
BfT  HE  STILL  RETURNS  TEOM  RO.M  E, 
WITHOtIT  KNOWING  IT.  HEROD  BRINGS 
HIM    TO    HIS    TRIAL. 

§  1.  After  these  things  were  over,  Bathyl- 
Ins  came  under  examination,  in  order  to  con- 
vict Antipater,  who  proved  the  conclmling 
attestation  to  Autipater's  designs  ;  for  indeed 
he  was  no  other  than  his  freed-man.  This 
man  came,  and  brought  another  deadly  po- 
tion, the  poison  of  asps  and  the  juices  ol 
other  serpents,  that  if  the  first  potion  did  not 
do  the  business.  Pheroras  and  his  wife  might 
be  armed  with  this  also  to  destroy  (he  king. 
He  brought  also  an  addition  to  .AntifMter's 
Insolent  attempts  against  his  father,  which  was 
the  letters  which  he  wrote  against  his  bre- 
thren, Archtiaus  and  Philip,  who  were  the 
king's  sons,  and  educated  at  Rome,  being 
vet  youths,  Imt  of  generous  dispositions. 
Antipater  set  himself  to  get  rid  of  these  as 
soon  HS  he  could,  that  they  might  not  lie 
prejudicial  to  hia  hopes;  and  to  that  end  h« 
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forg-ed  letters  against  them  in  the  name  of 
]iis  friends  at  Rome.  Some  of  these  be 
cornipted  by  bribes,  to  write  how  they  grossly 
rt'iTOJicbid  tlieir  father,  and  did  openly  be- 
Wini  a.eiander  and  Ari&tobulus,  and  were 
unr*uby  at  their  being  recalled ;  for  their 
fathor  had  already  sent  for  tbera,  which  was 
the  \cT\  tiling  that  troubled  Antipater. 

2.  I^ay  indeed,  while  Antipater  was  in 
Judea,  and  before  he  was  upon  bis  journey 
to  Konie,  be  gave  money  to  have  the  like 
letters  against  them  gent  from  Rome,  and  tben 
came  to  his  father,  who  as  yet  had  no  suspicion 
of  bim.  apologized  for  his  brethren,  and  alleged 
on  their  behalf,  that  some  of  the  things  con- 
tained in  those  letters  were  false,  and  others 
of  them  were  only  youthful  errors.  Yet  at 
the  same  time  that  be  expended  a  great  deal 
of  his  money  by  making  presents  to  such  as 
wrote  tigain^t  his  brethren,  did  he  aim  to 
bring  bis  accounts  into  confusion,  by  buying 
costly  garments,  and  carpets  of  various  con- 
textures, with  silver  and  gold  cups,  and  a 
great  many  more  curious  things,  that  so, 
among  the  very  great  expenses  laid  out  upon 
such  furniture,  be  might  conceal  the  money 
be  hud  used  in  hiring  men  [to  write  the 
letters];  for  he  brought  in  an  account  of  his 
expeniscs,  amounting  to  two  hundred  talents, 
his  miiia  pretence  for  which,  was  the  law-suit 


made  great  lamentations  at  it ;  for  which  some 
commended  him,  as  being  for  his  own  uncle; 
though  probably  this  confusion  arore  on  ac- 
count of  his  having  thereby  failed  in  his  plot 
[on  his  father's  life];  and  his  tears  were  more 
for  the  loss  of  him  that  was  to  have  bceasub- 
seivient  therein,  than  for  [an  uncle]  Fheroras: 
moreover,  a  sort  of  fear  came  upon  bim  as  to 
his  designs,  lest  the  poison  should  have  been 
discovered.  However,  when  he  was  in  Cilicia 
he  received  the  forementioned  epistle  from 
bis  father,  and  made  great  haste  accordingly. 
But  when  he  bad  sailed  to  Celenderis,  a 
suj^picion  came  into  his  mind  relating  to  his 
mother's  misfortunes;  as  if  his  soul  foreboded 
eome  mischief  to  itself.  Those  therefore  of 
his  friends  who  were  the  most  considerate, 
advised  bim  not  rashly  to  go  to  his  father,  till 
he  bad  learned  what  were  the  occasions  why 
his  mother  bad  been  ejected,  because  they 
were  afraid  that  be  might  be  involved  in  the 
calumnies  tliat  bad  been  cast  upon  his  mother; 
but  those  that  were  less  considerate,  and  bad 
more  regard  to  their  own  desires  of  seeing 
their  native  i  onntry  than  to  Antipiiter's  safety, 
persuiided  him  to  make  haste  home,  and  not, 
by  delaying  his  journey,  afford  his  father 
ground  for  an  ill  suspicion,  and  give  a  handle 
to  these  that  raised  stories  against  him;  for 
that  in  rase  any  thing  had  been  moved  to  his 


that  be  had  been  in  with  Syllens.  So  while  disadvantage,  it  was  owing  to  his  absence, 
all  his  rogueries,  even  those  of  a  lesser  sort,  which  durst  not  bavo  been  done  had  he  been 
were  covered  by  bis  great  villany,  while  all  present; — and  they  said  it  was  absurd  to  de- 
the  examinations  by  torture  proclaimed  bis  prive  himself  of  certain  happiness,  for  the  sake 
attempt  t^p  murder  bis  Either,  and  the  letters  of  an  uncertain  suvpioion,  and  not  rather  to 
proclaimed  his  second  attempt  to  murder  his  return  to  his  father,  and  take  the  royal  autho- 
brethren, — yet  did  no  one  of  those  that  came  rity  upon  him,  which  was  in  a  state  of  fluctu- 
to  Rome  inform  bim  of  his  misfortunes  in  ation  on  bis  account  only.  Antipater  com- 
Judea,  although  seven  months  bad  intervened  plied  with  this  last  advice;  for  Providence 
between  his  conviction  and  his  return, — so  hurried  him  on  [to  his  destruction].  So  he 
^reat  was  the  hatred  which  they  all  bore  to  passed  over  the  sea,  and  landed  at  Sebastus, 
hitn.      And  perhaps  they  were  the  ghosts  of  the  haven  of  Cesarea. 

those  brethren  of  his  that  had  been  murdered,  i  4.  And  here  he  found  a  perfect  and  unex- 
that  stopped  the  moutbsof  those  that  intended  I  pected  solitude,  while  every  body  avoided 
to  have  told  him.  Ue  then  wrote  from  Rome,  him,  and  nobody  durst  come  at  bim;  for  he 
and  informed  his  [friends]  that  he  would  soon  was  equally  bated  by  all  men;  and  now 
come  to  them,  and  how  he  was  dismissed  with  that  hatred  had  liberty  to  show  itself,  and  the 
honour  by  Caesar.  dread  men  were  in  of  the  king's   anger  made 

3.  Now  the  king  being  desirous  to  get  men  keep  from  bim;  for  the  whole  city  [of 
this  plotter  against  him  into  his  hands,  and  Jerusalem]  was  filled  with  the  rumours  about 
being  also  afraid  lest  he  sbould  some  way  Antipater,  and  Antipater  himself  was  the  only 
comu  to  the  knowledge  how  his  aifairs  stood  person  who  was  ignorant  of  tbem;  for  as  no 
and  be  upon  his  guard,  he  dissembled  his  nian  was  dismissed  more  magnificently  when 
anger  in  his  epistle  to  him,  as  in  other  points  be  began  his  voyage  to  Rome,  so  was  no  man 


he  wrote  kindly  to  him,  and  desired  him  to 
make  haste,  because  if  he  came  quickly,  he 
would  then  lay  aside  the  complaints  he  had 
"acainst  his  mother;  for  Antipater  was  not 
ignorant  that  his  mother  had  been  expelleo 
otit  of  the  palace.  However,  he  had  before 
received  a  letter,  vioioh  contained  an  accoun' 
of  the  death  of  Pheroras,  at  Tarentum,* — and 

•  This  Tftpentnm  his  coins  Btill  extant,  at  Rrl.ind  in- 
tonos  OS  here  in  bis  note 


now  received  back  with  greater  ignominy. 
And  indeed  he  began  already  to  suFpect  what 
misfortunes  there  were  in  Herod's  family; 
yet  did  he  cunningly  conceal  his  suspicion; 
and  while  he  was  inwardly  ready  to  die  for 
fear,  he  put  on  a  forced  boldness  of  counte- 
nance. Nor  could  he  now  fly  any  whither, 
nor  hnd  be  any  way  of  emerging  out  of  the 
ditfiiMilties  which  encompassed  him;  nor  in- 
deed had  be  even  there  any  certain  intelligence, 
of  the  affairs  of  ^.he  royal  family,  by  reason 
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of  the  threats  the  king  had  given  out;  vet 
bad  he  some  small  hopes  of  better  tidings. 
for  perhaps  nothing  had  been  discovered;  or, 
if  any  discovei  y  had  been  made,  perhaps  he 
should  be  able  to  clear  himself  by  impudence 
and  artful  tricks,  \^hich  were  the  only  things 
he  relied  upon  for  his  deliverance. 

5.  And  \^ith  these  hopes  did  be  screen 
himself,  till  he  came  to  the  palace,  without 
any  Iriends  with  bim;  for  these  were  affronted, 
arid  shut  out  at  the  first  gate.  Now  Va- 
rus, the  president  of  Syria,  happened  to  be 
in  the  palace  [at  this  juncture];  so  Antipater 
went  in  to  bis  father,  and  putting  on  a  bold 
face,  he  came  near  to  salute  him.  But  He- 
rod stretched  out  bis  bands,  and  turned  bis 
bead  away  from  him,  and  cried  out,  "  Even 
this  is  an  indication  of  a  parricide,  to  be 
desirous  to  get  me  into  his  arms,  wben  be  is 
under  such  heinous  accusations.  God  con- 
found thee,  thou  vile  wretch;  do  not  thou 
touch  me  till  thou  bast  cleared  thyself  of 
these  crimes  that  are  charged  upon  thee.  I 
appoint  thee  a  court  where  thou  art  to  be 
judged;  and  this  Varus,  who  is  very  season- 
ably here,  to  be  thy  judge;  and  get  thou  thy 
defence  ready  against  to-morrow,  for  I  give 
thee  so  much  time  to  prepare  suitable  excuses 
for  thyself."  And  as  Antipater  was  so  con- 
founded, that  be  was  able  to  make  no  answer 
to  this  charge,  he  went  away;  but  bis  mother 
and  wife  came  to  biro,  and  told  bim  of  ail  the 
evidence  they  had  gotten  against  him.  Here- 
upon he  recollected  himself,  and  L-on.sidered 
what  defence  be  should  oiake  against  the 
accusations. 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 

ANTIPATER  IS  ACCUSED  BEFORE  VARUS,  AND 
IS  CONVICTED  OF  LAYING  A  PLOT  [AGAINST 
HIS  father]  BY  THE  STBONGEST  EVIDENCE. 
HEROD  PUTS  OFF  HIS  PUNISHMENT  TILL 
BE  EBOULD  BE  HECOVEBED,  AND  IN  THE 
UEAN  TIME  ALTERS  HIS  TESTAMENT. 

§  1.  Now  the  day  following,  the  king  assem- 
bled a  court  of  bis  kinsmen  and  friends,  and 
called  in  Antipater's  friends  also.  Herod 
kimself,  with  Varus,  were  the  presidents;  and 
Herod  called  for  ail  the  witnesses,  and  ordered 
them  to  be  brought  in ;  among  whom  some 
of  the  domestic  servants  of  Antipater's  mo- 
ther were  brought  in  also,  who  bad  but  a  little 
while  before  been  caught,  as  they  «ere  carry- 
ing the  following  letter  from  her  to  her  son: 
— "  Since  all  those  things  have  been  already 
disco*  ered  to  thy  father,  do  not  thou  come  to 
him,  imless  thou  canst  procure  some  assistance 
from  Ca?sar."  When  this  and  tbe  other  wit- 
nesses were  introduced,  Antipater  came  in, 
biid  falling  on  his  face  before  bis  father's  feet, 
he  said,  "  Father,  I  bestecb  tbte,  do  nottbou 


condemn  me  beforehand,  bnt  let  thy  ears  be 
unbiassed,  and  attend  to  my  defence;  for  it 
thou  wilt  give  roe  leave,  1  will  demonstrate 
that  I  am  iimocent." 

2.   Hereupon  Herod  cried  out  to  him  to 

hold  his  peace,  and  spake  thus  to  Varus: 

"  I  caimot  but  think  that  thou.  Varus,  and 
every  other  upright  judge,  will  determine  that 
Antipater  is  a  vile  wretch.  I  am  also  afraid 
that  tbou  wilt  abhor  my  ill  fortune,  and  judge 
me  also  myself  worthy  of  all  sorts  of  cala- 
mity for  begetting  such  children;  while  yet  I 
ought  rather  to  be  pitied,  who  have  been  so 
affectionate  a  father  to  such  wretched  sons; 
for  when  1  had  settled  the  kingdom  on  my 
former  sons,  even  when  they  were  young,  and 
when,  besides  tbe  charges  of  their  education 
at  Rome,  1  bad  made  theou.  the  friends  of 
I  Caesar,  and  made  them  envied  by  other  kings, 
I  found  them  plotting  against  me.  These 
have  been  put  to  death,  and  that,  in  a  great 
measure,  for  the  sake  of  Antipater;  for  as  he 
was  then  young,  and  appointed  to  be  my  suc- 
cessor, I  took  care  chiefly  to  secure  him  from 
danger:  but  this  profligate  wild  beast,  when 
he  had  been  over  and  above  satiated  with  that 
patience  which  1  showed  bim,  he  made  use  of 
that  abundance  I  bad  given  bim  against 
myself;  for  1  seemed  to  him  to  live  too  long, 
and  he  was  very  uneasy  at  the  old  ape  I  had 
arrived  at:  nor  could  he  stay  any  longer,  but 
would  be  a  king  by  parricide.  And  justly  1 
am  served  by  bim  for  bringing  him  back  out 
of  tbe  country  to  court,  when  be  was  ot  no 
esteem  before,  and  for  thrusting  out  those 
sons  of  mine  that  were  born  of  the  queen, 
and  for  making  him  a  successor  to  my  domi- 
nions. I  confess  to  thee,  O  Varus,  the  great 
folly  I  was  guilty  of;  for  I  provoked  those 
sons  of  mine  to  act  against  me,  and  cut  off 
their  just  expectations  for  the  sake  of  Anti- 
patei ;  and  indeed  what  kindness  did  1  do  tc 
them,  that  could  equal  what  I  have  dnne  te 
Antipater]  to  whom  I  have,  in  a  manner, 
yielded  up  my  royal  authority  while  I  an 
alive,  and  whom  1  have  openly  named  foi 
the  successor  to  my  dominions  in  my  testa- 
ment, and  given  bim  a  yearly  revenue  of  hi 
own  of  fifty  talents,  and  supplied  him  witl 
money  to  an  extravagant  degree  out  of  mj 
own  revenue ;  and  when  he  was  about  to  sail 
to  Rome,  I  gave  him  three  hundred  talents, 
and  recommended  him  and  bim  alone  of  all 
my  children,  to  Ctesar,  as  his  father's  de- 
liverer. Now  what  crimes  were  these  other 
sons  of  mine  guilty  of  like  those  of  Antipa- 
ter! and  what  evidence  was  there  brought 
against  them  so  strong  as  there  is  to  demon* 
strate  this  son  to  have  plotted  against  me ! 
Yet  does  this  parricide  presume  to  speak  for 
himself,  and  hopes  to  obscure  the  truth  by 
his  cunning  tricks.  Thou,  O  Varus,  must 
guard  thyself  against  him  ;  for  I  know  the 
wild  beast,  and  I  foresee  how  plausibly  he 
will   talk,   and    his   counterfeit   lamentalioa 
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This  was  he  who  esliorted  me  to  have  a  care 
of  Alexander,  when  he  was  alive,  and  not  to 
intrust  my  body  with  «11  men!      This  was  he 
who  came  to  my  very  bed,  and  looked  about, 
lest  any  one  should  lay  snares  for  me  1     This 
w.i9    be    who    took    care   of   my   sleep,   and 
secured   me   from  any   fear   of   danger,    who 
comforted   me   under   the    trouble    I   was   in 
upon  the  slaughter  of  my  sons,  and  looked  to 
see  what  aJfection  my  surviving  brethren  bore 
me!      This  was  my  protector,  and  the  guar- 
dian of  my  body  !      And  when  I  call  to  mind, 
O  V^arus,  his  craftiness  upon  every  occasion, 
and  his  art  of  dissembling,  I  can  hardly  believe 
that  I  am  still  alive,  and  I  wonder  how  I  have 
escaped  such  a  deep  plotter  of  mischief! — 
However,  since  some  fate  or  other  makes  my 
house   desolate,    and    perpetually    raises    up 
those  that  are  dearest  to  me  against  me,   I 
will,  with  tears,  lament  ray  hard  fortune,  and 
privately  groan  under  my  lonesome  condition; 
jet  am   I  resolved  that  no  one  who  thirsts 
after    my    blood    shall    escape     punishment, 
although  the  evidence    should    extend  itself 
to  all  my  sons." 

3.   Upon  Herod's  saying  this,  he  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  confusion  he  was  in ;   but  or- 
dered  Nicolaus,  one  of  his  friends,  to  produce 
the  evidence  against  Antipater.     But  in  the 
mean  time  Antipater  lifted  up  liis  head  (for 
he  lay  on  the  ground  before  his  father's  feet) 
and  cried  out  aloud,  "  Thou,  O  father,  hast 
D)a<le  my  apology  for  me ;  for  how  can  I  be  a 
parricide,   whom   thou   thyself  confesscst  to 
have   always   had   for   thy  guardian?      Thou 
callest  ray  filial  affection  prodigious  lies  and 
hypocrisy  1  how  then  could  it  be  that  I,  who 
was  so  subtle  in  other  matters,  should  here  be 
go  mad  as  not  to  understand  that  it  was  not 
easy  that  he  who  committed  so  horrid  a  crime 
should  be  concealed  from  men,  but  impossible 
that  he  should  be  concealed  from  the  Judge 
of  Heaven,  who  sees  all  things,  and  is  present 
everywhere?  or  did  not  I  know  wh  it  end  my 
brethren  came  to,  on   whom    God    inllicted 
CO  great  a  punishment  for  their  evil  designs 
against  thee?      And  indeed  what  was  there 
that  could  possibly  provoke  me  against  thee? 
Could  the  hope  of  being  a  king  do  it  ?    I  was 
B.  king  already.     Could  I  suspect  hatred  from 
thee  ?     No :  was  I  not  beloved  by  thee  ?  and 
what  other  fear  could  I  have  ?     Nay,  by  pre- 
eecving  thee  safe,  I  was  a  terror  to  others. 
Did  I  want  money?    No:  for  who  was  able  to 
expend  so  much  as  myself?      Indeed,  father, 
bail  I  been  the  most  execrable  of  all  mankind, 
and  had  I  had  the  soul  of  the  most  execrable 
wild  beast,  must  I  not  have  been  overcome 
with  the  benefits  thou  hast  hestowedupon  me? 
whom,  as  thou  thyself  saycst,  thou  broughtest 
[into  the  palace];  whom  thou  didst  prefer  be- 
fore so  many  of  thy  sons;  whom  thou  madest 
a  king  in   thine  own   life-time,  and,   by  the 
»ast  magnitude  of  the  other  advantages  thou 
be»towedst  on  me.  thou  madest  me  an  obiect 


jf  envy.   O  miserable  man  !  that  thon  shoulds 
undergo  this  bitter  absence,  and  thereby  afford 
a  great  opportunity  for  envy  to  arise   against 
thee,  and  a  long  space  for  such  as  were  lay 
ing  designs  against  thee !     Yet  was  I  absent 
father,  on  thy  affairs,  that  Syllcus  might  not 
treat  thee  with  contempt  in  thine  old  age.— 
Kome  is  a  witness  to  my  filial  affection,  and 
so.  is  Cajsar,  the  ruler  of  the  habitable  earth, 
who  oftentimes  called  me  Philopater.*     Take 
here  the  letters  he  hath  sent  thee,  they  are  more 
to  be  believed  than  the  calumnies  raised  here ; 
these  letters  arc  my  only  apology ;  these  I  use 
as  the  demonstration  of  that  natural  affection 
I  have  to  thee.    Remember,  that  it  was  against 
my  own  choice  that  I  sailed  [to   Rome],  as 
knowing  the  latent  hatred   that  was  in  the 
kingdom  against  me.    It  was  thou,  O  father, 
however  unwillingly,  who  hast  been  my  ruin, 
hy  forcing  me  to  allow  time  for  the  calumnies 
i  against  rae  and  envy  at  me.      However,  I  am 
come  hither,  and  am  ready  to  bear  the  evi- 
I  dence  there  is  against  me.   If  I  be  a  parricide,  I 
have  passed  by  land  and  by  sea,  without  suffer- 
ing any  misfortune  on  either  of  them;  but  this 
method  of  trial  is  no  advantage  to  nie  ;  for  it 
seems,  O  father,  that  I  am  already  condemned, 
both  before  God  and  before  thee;  and  as  I  am 
already  condemned,  I  beg  that  thou  wilt  not 
believe  the  others  that  have  been  tortured,  but 
let  tire  be  brought  to  torment  me ;  let  the  racks 
march  through  ray  bowels;  have  no  regard  to 
any  lamentations  that  this  polluted  boily  can 
make;  fur  if  I  be  a  parricide,  I  ought  not  to 
die   without  torture."     Thus  did  Antipater 
cry  out  with  lamentation  and   weeping,  and 
moved  all  the  rest,  and  Varus  in  particular,  to 
commiserate  his  case.     Herod  was  the  only 
person  whose  passion  was  too  strong  to  per- 
mit him  to  weep,  as  knowing  that  the  testi- 
monies against  him  were  true. 

4.  And  now  it  was  that,  at  the  king's 
command,  Nicolaus,  when  he  had  premised 
a  great  deal  about  the  craftiness  of  Antipater, 
and  had  prevented  the  effects  of  their  com- 
miseration  to  him,  afterwards  brought  in  a 
bitter  and  large  accusation  against  hira,  ascri- 
bing all  the  wickedness  that  had  been  in  the 
kingdom  to  him,  and  especially  the  murder 
of  his  brethren,  and  demonstrated  that  they 
had  perished  by  the  calumnies  he  had  raised 
against  them.  He  also  said  that  he  had  hiid 
designs  against  them  that  were  stili  alive,  as 
if  they  were  laying  plots  for  the  succession; 
and  (said  he)  how  can  it  be  supposed  that  be 
who  prepared  poison  for  his  father,  should 
abstain  from  mischief  as  to  his  brethren?  He 
then  proceeded  to  convict  him  of  the  attempt 
to  poison  Herod,  and  gave  an  account,  in 
order,  of  the  several  discoveries  that  had  been 
made;  and  had  great  indignation  as  to  the 
affair  of  Pheroras,  because  Antipater  had  been 
for  making  him  murder  his  brother,  and  had 


•  A  lover  of  hit  fatber. 


604 


WARS  OF  THE  JEWS. 


.n 


BOCK  1. 


corrupted  those  that  were  dearest  to  the  king', 
and  filled  the  whole  palace  with  wickedness ; 
and  when  he  had  insisted  on  many  other  accu- 
sations, and  the  proofs  of  them,  he  left  off. 

5.  Then  Varus  bade  Antipater  make  his 
defence;  but  he  lay  long  in  silence,  niid  said 
no  more  but  this: — "God  is  my  witness  that 
I  am  entirely  innocent."  So  Varus  asked  for 
the  potion,  and  gave  it  to  be  drank  bv  a  con- 
demned malefactor,  who  was  then  in  prison, 
who  died  upon  the  spot.  So  Varus,  when  he 
bad  had  a  very  private  discourse  with  Herod, 
and  had  written  an  account  of  this  assembly 
to  Caesar,  went  away,  after  a  day's  stay.  The 
king  also  bound  Antipater,  and  sent  away  to 
inform  Caesar  of  his  misfortunes. 

6.  Now  after  this,  it  was  discovered  that 
Antipater  had  laid  a  plot  against  Salome  also; 
for  one  of  Antiphilus's  domestic  servants 
ciime,  and  brought  letters  from  Rome,  from 
a  maid-servant  uf  Julia  [Casar's  wife],  whose 
name  was  Acme.  By  her  a  message  was  sent 
to  the  king,  that  she  bad  found  a  letter  written 
by  Salome,  among  Julia's  papers,  and  bad 
sent  it  to  him  privately,  out  of  her  good-will 
to  binL  This  letter  of  Salome  contained  the 
most  bitter  reproaches  of  the  king,  and  the 
highest  accusation  against  him.  Antipater 
bad  forged  this  letter,  and  had  corrupted 
Acme,  and  persuaded  her  to  send  it  to  Herod. 
This  was  proved  by  her  letter  to  Antipater, 
for  thus  did  this  wonvan  write  to  him: — "As 
thou  desirest,  I  have  written  a  letter  to  thy 
fiitber,  and  have  sent  that  letter;  and  am  per- 
suaded that  the  king  will  not  spare  his  sister 
when  he  reads  it.  Thou  wilt  do  well  to 
remember  what  thou  hast  promised,  when  all 
is  accomplished." 

7.  when  this  epistle  was  discovered,  and 
what  the  epistle  forged  against  Snlome  con- 
t.iined,  a  suspicion  came  into  the  king's  mind, 
that  perhaps  the  letters  against  Alexander 
were  also  forged;  he  was  moreover  greatly 
disturbed,  and  in  a  passion,  because  he  had 
almost  slain  his  sister  on  Antipater's  account. 
He  did  no  longer  delay  therefore  to  bring  him 
to  punishment  for  all  his  crimes;  yet  when  he 
was  eagerly  pursuing  Antipater.  he  was  re- 
strained by  a  severe  distemper  he  fell  into. 
However,  he  sent  an  account  to  C;e«ar  about 
Acme,  and  the  contrivances  ag;unst  Salome: 
he  sent  also  for  his  testament  and  altered  it, 
and  therein  made  Antipas  king,  as  taking  no 
care  of  Arcbelans  and  Philip,  because  Anti- 
pater had  blasted  their  reputations  with  him; 
but  he  bequeathed  to  C;esar,  besides  other 
presents  that  he  gave  him.  a  thousand  talents; 
as  also  to  his  wife,  and  children,  and  friends, 
and  fi'eed-men  about  five  hundred:  he  also 
bequeathed  to  all  others  a  great  quantity  of 
land,  and  of  money,  and  showed  bis  respects 
to  Salome  bis  sister,  by  giving  her  most  splen- 
did gifts.  And  this  was  what  wiis  contained 
<n  hi*  testament,  as  it  was  now  altered. 


CHAPTER  XXXni. 

THE  GOLDEN  EAGLE  ISCUT  TO  PIECES.  HEHOn'S 
BARBARITY  WHEN  HE  WAS  BEABr  TO  BtS. 
HE  ATTEMPTS  TO  KILL  HIMSELF.  HE  COM 
MANDS  ANTIPATER  TO  BE  SLAIN.  HE  9U^ 
VIVES  HIM  FIVE  DATS,  AND  THEN  DIES. 

§  1.  Now  Herod's  distemper  became  more  an^ 
more  severe  to  him,  and  this  because  these  his 
disorders  fell  tipon  him  in  bis  old  age,  and 
when  he  was  in  a  melancholy  condition  ;  fop 
he  was  already  almost  seventy  years  of  age, 
and  bad  been  brought  low  by  the  calamities 
that  happened  to  him  about  his  children, 
whereby  lie  had  no  pleasure  in  life,  even  when 
he  was  in  health;  the  grief  also  that  Antipa- 
ter was  still  alive  aggravated  bis  disease,  wbom 
he  resolved  to  put  to  death  now,  not  at  ran- 
dom, but  as  soon  as  he  should  be  well  again  j 
and  resolved  to  have  biin  slain  [in  a  public 
manner]. 

2.  There  also  now  happened  to  him  among 
his  other  calamities,  a  certain  popular  sedition. 
There  were  two  men  of  learning  in  the  city 
[.Teriisalern],  who  were  thought  the  most 
skilful  in  the  laws  of  their  country,  and  were 
on  that  account  had  in  very  great  esteem  all 
over  the  nation;  they  were,  the  one  Judas,  the 
son  of  Seppboris,  and  the  other  Matthias,  the 
son  of  5Iargalus.  There  was  a  great  concourse 
of  the  young  men  to  these  men  when  they 
expounded  the  laws,  uikI  there  got  togetbep 
every  day  a  kind  of  an  army  of  such  as  were 
growing  up  to  be  men.  Now  when  these 
men  were  informed  that  the  king  was  wear- 
ing away  with  melancholy,  and  with  a  distem- 
per, they  dropped  words  to  their  acquaintance, 
how  it  was  now  a  very  proper  time  to  defend 
the  cause  of  God,  and  to  pull  down  what  had 
been  erected  contrary  to  the  laws  of  their 
country  ;  for  it  was  unlawful  there  should  be 
any  such  thing  in  the  temple  as  images,  o» 
faces,  or  the  like  representation  of  any  animal 
whatsoever.  Now  the  king  had  put  up  a 
golden  eagle  over  the  great  gate  of  the  temple, 
which  these  learned  men  exhorted  them  to 
rut  down:  and  told  them  that  if  there  should 
any  danger  arise,  it  was  a  glorious  thing  to 
die  for  the  laws  of  their  country;  becaase 
that  the  soul  was  immortal,  and  that  an  eter. 
nal  enjoyment  of  happiness  did  await  such  ai 
died  oil  that  account;  while  the  mean-s(iirited, 
and  those  that  were  not  wise  enoujh  to  show 
a  right  love  of  their  souls,  preferred  death  by 
a  disease,  before  that  which  is  the  pesult  of 
a  virtuous  behaviour. 

3.  At  the  same  time  that  these  men  mado 
this  speech  to  their  disciples,  a  rumour  was 
spread  abroad  that  the  king  was  dying,  which 
made  the  young  men  set  about  the  work  with 
greater  boldness  :  they  therefore  let  them- 
selves down  from  the  tup  of  the  temple  <vitk 
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thick  cor(h,  and  this  «t  mid-day,  and  .ihile 
a  preat  nniiilier  of  people  were  in  the  temple, 
BTiil  cut  down  (hat  golden  eagle  with  axes, 
'i'his  was  presently  told  to  the  king's  captain 
o(  llie  temple,  who  came  running  with  a  great 
Ondy  of  soldiers,  and  caught  about  forty  of 
toe  young  men,  and  brought  them  to  the  king. 
And  when  be  asked  them,  first  of  all,  whether 
ihcy  had  been  so  h;irdy  as  to  cut  down  the 
F'.lden  ungle,  tbey  confessed  they  had  done  so; 
niid  when  he  asked  them  liy  whose  command 
rhci  had  done  it,  they  replied,  at  the  com- 
niniid  of  the  law  of  their  country;  and  when  | 
ilf  farther  asked  them  how  they  could  be  so  I 
ji  vful  when  they  «ere  to  be  ptit  to  death, 
ttri  V  replied,  because  they  should  enjoy  greater 
nafpiness  iifter  they  were  dead.* 

4.  At  this  the  king  was  in  such  an  extra- 
ra;,Tint  passion,  that  be  overcame  his  disease 
(lor  the  time],  and  went  out,  and  spake  to 
I  he  people;  wherein  he  made  a  terrible  accu- 
sation against  those  men,  as  being  guilty  of 
Siicrilege,  and  as  making  greater  attempts 
tinder  pretence  of  their  law;  and  be  thought 
(hev  deserved  to  be  punished  as  impious  \ 
(persons.  Whereupon  the  public  were  afraid 
list  n  great  number  should  be  found  guilty, 
»nd  ilesired  fhat  when  he  had  first  punished 
those  that  put  them  upon  this  work,  and  then 
those  that  were  caught  in  it,  be  would  leave 
olf  his  anger  as  to  the  rest.  With  this  the, 
king  com|\lieil,  though  not  without  difficulty;  j 
and  ordered  those  that  had  let  themseUes 
(iown,  together  with  their  rabbins,  to  be  burnt 
alive;  but  delivered  the  rest  that  were  caught 
to  the  proper  officers,  to  be  put  to  death  by 
tbem.  ! 

5.  After  this,  the  distemper  seized  upon  his 
whole  body,  and  greatly  disordered  all  its 
parts  with  various  symptoms;  for  there  was 
a  gentle  fever  upon  him,  and  an  intolerable 
iti'hiiig  over  all  the  surface  of  bis  body,  and 

•.•Sino*'  in  Ihrjie  two  s,*ctions  we  have  an  eTident  ac- 
C'llnt  <il  llie  .Iru'jsl)  upiliioRS  in  tbe  days  of  Jnflepluis, 
aitoiit  a  fmiir,'  liappy  slat,-,  and  tlie  ri-surrertiun  ol  III** 
dfad,  as  111  the  New  lestanient  (Jiit<n  xi.:24.).  1  sliall 
Iieie  reler  to  Ihc  otlier  places  in  Jnsephiis,  before  be  be- 
came a  Calliolic  Chrislian,  which  concern  Ibe  same 
niMUers.  Of  the  \\  ar,  b.  ii.  ch.  viiu  sect.  10.  II  ;  b.  iii. 
ch,  viii.  sect,  t;  b.  vii.  ch.vi.  sect.  7;  Cnntr.  Apion.b.  ii. 
sei't   30;  wtiere  we  may  observe,  that  none  of  these  pas- 


;es  are  in  his  Books  of  Antiauities,  written  peculiarly 
(be  use  of  the  (jentiles,  to  wnom  he  llionght  it  not  prr>- 
per  to  insist  on  tnpirs  so  mnr.b  out  of  their  way  as  these 
were.  Nor  is  Ibis  observation  to  be  omitted  fcere,  espe- 
cially nn  accMUnI  of  the  sensible  difference  we  have  now 
bflore  ns  in  .( osepbus's  representation  of  tile  arguments 
used  by  tile  latibins  to  persuade  their  scholars  to  hazard 
their  lives  for  ihe  vindication  of  God's  law  against  ini- 
ai:es.  hy  Mnses,  as  well  asof  the  answers  those  scholars 
made  to  Iletud,  when  they  were  caught,  and  leady  to 
die  for  Ihe  same;  I  mean  as  compared  with  the  parallel 
aranmcnts  and  answers  represented  in  the  Antiquities, 
1>  xvii.  ch.  VL  sect. 2.  3.  A  like  difference  between  Jew- 
ish and  (ientile  notions,  the  reader  will  find  in  my  noles 
on  Aniiqnilies,  b.  iii.  cli  vii.  sect.  7;    b   xv.  ch    ix.  sect. 

I.  See  the  like  .also  in  the  case  of  the  three  Jev\  ish  seels 
in  Ihe  Anticjiiilies,  b.  xiii.  cli.  v.  sect.  9,  and  cb.  x.  sect. 
4'>nid.   b.  xviii.  ch- i.  sect  3;  and  comparcri  with  this 

II.  lis  Vt  ars  of  Hie  Jews.  h.  i'  ch.  viii.  seel  -.'14.  Nni 
tliH  >«'.  I*..iii  hmself  reason  to  fientiles  at  .Athens,  Acls 
XVM.  ,0,  J4,  as  lie  does  tu  Jews  id  bis  Lpistlea. 


continual  pains  in  his  colon,  and  dropsical 
tumours  about  his  feet,  and  an  inlJ.tmmation  o( 
tbe  abdomen, — and  a  putrefaction  ot  bis  privy 
member,  that  produced  worms.  Bcsideswhich 
he  bad  a  difficulty  of  breathing  upon  him,  and 
could  not  breathe  but  wheti  I:e  .-at  uptight, 
and  had  a  convulsion  cf  all  .Ji  nieiiibers ; 
insomuch  that  the  diviners  s:iid  those  diseases 
Mere  a  piiiiisbnient  upon  ,iim  for  what  be  bad 
done  to  tbe  rabbins.  Yet  did  he  struggle 
with  his  numerous  disorders,  and  still  had  a 
desire  to  live,  and  hope  fur  recovery,  and  con- 
sidered of  several  methods  of  cure.  Aiccrd- 
ingly,  he  went  over  Jordan,  and  made  i. ! '  of 
those  hot  baths  at  CalliiTboe,  wliicli  run  into 
the  lake  Asphaltitis,  but  are  themselves  swiet 
enough  to  be  drunk.  And  here  tbe  plivsiciaiis 
thought  proper  to  bathe  his  whole  hidy  in 
warm  oil,  by  letting  it  down  into  a  large 
vessel  full  of  oil;  whereupon  his  eyes  liiilid 
him,  and  he  came  and  went  as  if  be  «eie 
dying;  and  as  a  tumult  was  then  made  by 
bis  servants,  at  their  voice  be  revived  again. 
Vet  did  he  after  this  despair  of  recovery,  and 
gave  orders  that  each  soldier  should  have  litty 
ilrai'hnise  a-piece,  and  that  his  cummitnders 
and  friends  should  have  great  sums  of  money 
given  them. 

6.  He  then  returned  hack  and  came  to 
Jericho,  in  such  a  inebincholy  state  of  body 
as  almost  tlireatened  him  with  present  death, 
when  he  proceeded  to  attempt  a  horrid  w  icked- 
ness;  for  he  got  together  the  most  illustrious 
men  of  the  whole  Jewish  nation,  out  of  every 
village,  into  a  place  called  the  Hippodrome, 
and  there  shut  them  in.  He  then  called  fnr 
bis  sister  Stilomc,  and  her  bn-band  Alexas, 
and  made  this  speech  to  tbem: — "I  know 
well  enough  Ibiit  the  Jews  wil)  keep  a  festival 
upon  my  death;  however,  it  is  in  my  power 
to  be  mourned  for  on  other  accounts,  and  to 
have  a  splendid  funeral,  if  you  will  but  be 
subservient  to  my  commands.  Do  yon  hut 
tflkt  care  to  send  soldiers  to  encompass  these 
men  that  are  now  in  custody,  and  sliiy  tbem 
immediately  upon  my  tleatb,  and  then  all 
Judea,  and  every  family  of  tbem,  will  weep  at 
it  whether  tbey  will  or  no." 

7.  These  were  the  commands  be  gave  them : 
when  there  came  letters  from  his  ambassadors 
at  Kome,  whereby  information  was  given  tbt-t 
Acrne  was  put  to  death  at  Ca'sar's  command, 
and  that  Antipater  was  condemned  to  die; 
however,  they  wrote  withal,  that  if  Herod 
had  a  mind  rather  to  banish  him,  Caesar 
permitted  him  so  to  do.  So  be  for  a  little 
while  revived,  and  had  a  desire  to  live;  but 
presently  after  he  was  overborne  by  bis  pains, 
!ind  was  disordered  by  want  of  food,  aiul  by 
ii  coiaulsive  cough,  and  endeavoured  to  pre- 
vent a  natural  death:  so  he  took  an  apple, 
i^nd  a>.ked  for  a  knife,  tor  he  used  to  pare 
ftpples  and  eat  them;  be  then  looked  round 
iibi'  It  to  see  that  there  \\as  luibody  to  binder 
h'.ni,  and  lilted  up  his  right  hand  as  if  be  would 
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§tab  himself;  but  Achiabus,  his  first  cousin, 
came  running  to  hiiu,  and  held  his  hand,  and 
Ijindere  him  from  so  doing;  on  which  occa- 
sion a  very  great  lamentation  was  made  in  ihe 
palace  as  if  the  king  were  expiring.  As  soon 
as  ever  Antipater  heard  that,  he  took  courage, 
ard  with  joy  in  his  looks,  besought  his  keep- 
fcis,  for  a  sum  of  money,  to  loose  hira  and  let 
him  go;  but  the  principal  keeper  of  the  prison 
did  not  only  obstruct  bim  in  that  his  intention, 
but  ran  and  told  the  king  what  his  design 
was;  hereupon  the  king  cried  out  louder  than 
his  distemper  would  well  bear,  and  immedi- 
ately sent  some  of  his  guards  and  slew  Anti- 
pater; he  also  gave  order  to  have  him  buried 
at    Hyrcanium,    and   altered    his    testament 

again, and    therein    made    Archelaus,    his 

eldest  son,  and  the  brother  of  Antipas,  his 
successor;  and  made  Antipas  tetrarch. 

8  So  Herod,  having  surviving  the  slaughter 
of  his  son  five  days,  died,  having  reigned 
thirty-four  years,  since  he  had  caused  Antigo- 
nus  to  be  slain,  and  obtained  his  kingdom  ; 
but  thirty-seven  years  since  he  had  been  made 
king  by  the  Romans.  Now,  as  for  his  for- 
tune, it  was  prosperous  in  all  other  respects, 
if  ever  any  other  man  could  be  so;  since, 
from  a  private  man,  he  obtained  the  kingdom, 
and  kept  it  so  long,  and  left  it  to  his  own 
sons;  but  still  in  his  domestic  affairs,  be  was 
a  most  unfortunate  man.  Kow  before  the 
soldiers  knew  of  his  death,  Salome  and  her 
husband  came  out  and  dismissed  those  that 
were  in  bonds,  whom  the  king  had  com- 
manded to  be  slain,  and  told  them  that  he  bad 
altered  his  mind,  and  would  have  every  one  of 
them  sent  to  their  own  homes.  "When  these 
men  were  gone,  Salome  told  the  soldiers  [the 
king  was  dead],  and  got  them  and  the  rest  of 
the  multitude  together  to  an  assembly,  in  the 
amphitheatre  at  Jericho,  where  Ptolemy,  who 
was  intrusted  by  the  king  with  his  signet- 
ring,  came  before  them,  and  spake  of  the  hap- 
p'n?ss  the  king  bad  attained,  and  comforted 
the  miutitude,  aod  read  tbe  epistle  which  bad 


been  left  for  the  soldiers,  vrlerein  he  earnestly 
exhorted  them  to  bear  good-will  to  his  suc- 
cessor ;  and  after  he  bad  read  the  epistle,  he 
opened  and  read  his  testament,  wherein 
Philip  was  to  inherit  Tracbonitis,  and  the 
neighbouring  countries,  and  Antipas  was  to 
be  tetrarch,  as  we  said  before,  and  Archelaui 
was  made  king.  Be  had  also  been  com- 
manded to  carry  Herod's  ring  to  Csesar,  and 
the  settlements  he  had  made,  sealed  up,  b":- 
cause  Caesar  was  to  be  lord  of  all  the  settle- 
ments be  had  made,  and  was  to  confirm  bis 
testament;  and  he  ordered  that  the  disposi- 
tions he  bad  made  were  to  be  kept  as  they 
were  in  bis  former  testament. 

9.  So  there  was  an  acclamation  made  to 
Archelaus,  to  congratulate  him  upon  hb 
advancement;  and  the  soldiers,  with  the  mu'- 
titude,  went  round  about  in  troops,  and  pro- 
mised him  their  good-will,  and  besides,  prayed 
God  to  bless  bis  government.  After  ibis, 
they  betook  themselves  to  prepare  for  the 
king's  funeral;  and  Archelaus  omitted  no- 
thing of  magnificence  therein,  but  brought  out 
all  the  royal  ornaments  to  augment  the  pomp 
of  the  deceased.  There  was  a  bier  all  ot  gold, 
embroidered  with  precious  stones,  and  a  pur- 
ple bed  of  various  contexture,  voth  the  dead 
body  upon  it,  covered  with  purple;  and  a 
diadem  was  put  upon  his  head,  and  a  crown  of 
gold  above  it,  and  a  sceptre  in  his  right  hand; 
and  near  to  the  bier  were  Herod's  sons,  afid 
a  multitude  of  bis  kindred;  next  to  whom 
came  his  guards,  and  the  regiment  of  Tbra- 
cians,  the  Germans  also  and  Gauls,  all  ac- 
coutred as  if  they  were  going  to  war;  but  the 
rest  of  the  army  went  loreroost,  armed,  and 
following  their  captains  and  officers  in  a 
regular  manner;  after  whom,  five  hundred  of 
his  domestic  servants  and  freed-men  followed, 
with  sweet  spices  in  their  hands;  and  the 
body  was  carried  two  hundred  furlongs,  to 
Herodium,  where  he  had  given  order  to  b« 
buried.  And  this  shall  suffice  for  tbe  ooo- 
elusion  of  the  life  of  Herod. 
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OOHTAININO  TBB  INTEBTAL  OP  SIXTT.NINE  TIARI, 

FEOM  THE  DEATH  OF  HEROD  TILL  VESPASIAN  WAS  SENT  TO 
SUBDUE  THE  JEWS  BY  NERO. 


CHAPTER  L 


ABCHELAtTS  MAKES  A  PONERAL  FEAST  FOB 
THK  PEOPLE,  ON  THE  ACCOUNT  OP  HEROD. 
AFTER  WHICH  A  GREAT  TUMULT  IS  RAIStD 
BY  THE  MULTITUDE,  AND  HE  SENDS  THE 
SOLDIERS  OUT  UPON  THEM,  WHO  DESTROY 
ABOUT  THREE  THOUSAND  OF  THEM. 

f;  I.  Now  the  necessity  wliich  Archelaus  was 
under  of  taking  a  journey  to  Rome  was  the 
occasion  of  nevv  riistiirliarices,  for  when  he 
iiad  mounied  for  his  father  seven  days,*  and 
had  givi-n  a  very  expensive  funeral  feast  to 
the  multitude  (which  custom  is  the  occasion 
of  poverty  to  many  of  the  Jews,  because  they 
are  forced  to  feast  the  multitude;  for  if  »i>y 
one  omits  it,  he  is  not  esteemed  a  ho'v  per- 
«on),  hi-  put  on  a  white  garment,  ond  went  up 
to  the  temple,  where  the  people  accosted  him 
with  various  acclamations.  He  also  spake 
kindly  to  the  multitn'te,  from  an  elevated 
seat  and  a  throne  of  gold,  and  returned  them 
•hanks  for  the  zeat  they  had  shoM-n  about  his 
father's  funeral,  and  the  submission  they  had 
rsad?  to  him,  as  if  he  were  alrciidy  settled  in 

♦  he  kingdom;  but  he  told  them  withal,  that 
he  would  not  at  present  take  upon  hi(n  either 
the  authority  of  a  king,  or  the  names  thereto 
belonging,  until  Caesar,  who  is  made  lord  of 
this  whole  affair  by  the  testament,  confirms 
the  succession  ;  for  that  when  the  soldiers 
would  have  set  the  diadem  on  his  head  at  Je- 
richo, he  would  not  accept  of  it ;  but  that  he 
would  make  abundant  requitals,  not  to  the 
soldiers  only,  but  to  the  people,  for  their  alac- 

•  Flear  Dean  AWrich*s  note  on  thi«  place  :  "The  law 
•r  custom  of  Ihe  Jews  (says  he)  reniiires  seven  days' 
moiirniiii;  fur  the  dead  (Antiq.  I).  Ttvii,  ch.  viii.  sect.  4); 
■tv  hence  the  author  of  the  book  of  F.cclesiasticns  (ch.  xxii. 
■9^  assigns  sevea  days  as  the  proper  time  of  mourning 
lor  the  dead,  and  (ch.xxxviii.i7)  enjoins  men  to  mourn 
/or  the  dead,  that  they  may  not  be  evil  spoken  of;  for.  as 
Josephus  says  presently,  if  any  one  omils  this  mourninf; 
ffuneral  feast],  lie  is  not  esteemed  a  holy  person.  Now 
kC  is  certain  that  such  a  seven  days'  moiirn'.ne  has  been 

*  3l3tomary  from  times  of  the  greatest  antiquity.  Oen.  I. 
tV  Kuneral  feast*  are  a'so  mentioned  asof  considerable 
antiquity,  Exek.  xxiv.  17.  .ler.  xvi.  7:  Prov.  xxxi.  6; 
JDeut.  xxvi.  14;  Josephus,  ("f  Uie  War,  b.  iii.  ch.  ix. 


I  rity  and  good-^viU  to  him,  when  the  superior 
lords  [the  Romans]  stnulj  have  given  him  a 
complete  title  to  the  kingdom ;  for  that  it 
should  he  his  stutly  to  appear  ia  all  things 
better  than  bis  father. 

2.  Upon  this  the  multitude  were  pleased, 
and  presently  made  a  trial  of  what  be  intended, 
by  asking  great  things  of  him;  for  some  made 
a  clamour  that  he  would  ease  them  iu  their 
ta-xes;  others,  that  he  would  take  off  the 
duties  upon  commoditiBs;  and  some,  that  he 
would  loose  those  that  were  in  prison ;  in  all 
which  cases  be  answered  readily  to  their  satis- 
faction, i"  order  to  get  the  good-will  of  the 
multfLude;  after  which  he  oiTered  [the  proper] 
isacritices,  and  feasted  with  bis  friends.  And 
here  it  was  that  a  great  many  of  those  that 
desired  innovations  come  in  crowds  towards 
the  evening,  and  began  then  to  mourn  on 
their  own  account,  when  the  public  mourning 
for  the  king  was  over.  These  lamented  those 
that  were  put  to  tieatb  by  Herod,  because  they 
had  cut  down  the  golden  eagle  that  had  been 
over  the  gate  of  the  temple.  Nor  was  this 
mourning  of  a  private  nature,  but  the  lamen- 
tations were  very  great,  the  mourning  solemn, 
and  the  weeping  such  as  vvas  loudly  heard  all 
over  the  city,  as  being  for  those  men  who  had 
perished  for  the  laws  of  their  country,  and 
for  the  temple.  They  cried  out,  that  a  pun- 
ishment ought  to  he  inflicted  for  these  men 
upon  those  that  were  honoured  by  Herod; 
and  that,  in  the  first  place,  the  man  whom  be 
had  made  high-priest  should  be  deprived;  and 
that  it  was  tit  to  choose  a  person  of  greater 
piety  and  purity  than  he  was. 

3.  At  these  clamours  Archelaus  was  pro- 
voked ;  but  restrained  himself  from  taking 
vengeance  on  the  authors,  on  account  of  the 
haste  he  was  in  of  going  to  Rome,  as  fearing 
lest,  upon  his  making  war  on  the  multitude, 
such  an  action  might  detain  him  at  home. 
Accordingly,  he  made  trial  to  quiet  the  inno- 
vators by  persuasion  rather  than  by  force,  and 
sent  his  general  in  a  private  way  to  them,  and 
by  hiiij  exhorted  them  to  be  quiet.  But  the 
seditious  threw  •itoiie's  at  him,  and  drove  him 
away,  >ii,  he  came  into  the  temple,  and  befor* 
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he  could  say  any  filing  to  them.  The  lite 
treatment  they  showed  to  others,  who  came  to 
thera  after  him,  many  of  whom  were  sent  by 
Archelaus,  in  order  to  reduce  them  to  sobrie- 
ty, and  these  answered  still  on  all  occasions 
after  a  passionate  manner;  and  it  openly  ap- 
peared that  they  would  not  be  quiet,  if  their 
numbers  were  but  considerable.  And  indeed, 
at  the  feast  of  unleav  'ned  bread,  which  was 
now  at  hand,  and  .s  by  the  Jews  called  the 
passover,  and  used  to  be  celebrated  with  a 
great  fiumber  of  sacrifices,  an  innumerable 
multitude  of  the  people  came  out  of  the  coun- 
try to  worship:  some  of  these  stood  in  the 
temple  bewailing  the  rabbins  [that  bad  been 
put  to  death],  and  procured  their  sustenance 
by  begging,  in  order  to  support  their  sedition. 
At  this  Archelaus  was  affrighted,  and  pri- 
\ately  sent  a  tribune,  with  his  cohort  of  sol- 
diers upon  them,  before  the  disease  should 
spread  over  the  whole  multitude,  and  gave 
orders  that  ihey  should  constrain  those  that 
began  the  tumult,  by  force,  to  be  quiet.  At 
these  the  whole  multitude  were  irritated,  and 
threw  stones  at  many  of  the  soldiers,  and 
killed  them ;  but  the  tribune  fled  away 
wounded,  and  had  much  ado  to  escape  so. 
After  which  they  betook  themselves  to  their 
sacri6ces,  as  if  they  had  done  no  mischief;  nor 
did  it  appear  to  Archelaus  that  the  multitude 
could  be  restrained  without  bloofl^^>ed;  so  he 
sent  his  whole  army  upon  them,  the  fuotmeo 
in  great  multitudes,  by  the  way  of  the  city, 
and  the  horsemen  by  the  way  of  the  plain, 
who,  falling  upon  them  on  the  sudden,  as  they 
were  offering  their  sacrifices,  destroyed  about 
three  thousand  of  them  ;  but  the  rest  of  the 
multitude  were  dispersed  upon  the  adjoining 
mountains:  these  were  followed  by  Arche- 
laus's  heralds,  who  commanded  every  one  to 
retire  to  their  own  homes;  whither  they  all 
went,  and  leii  the  festival. 


CHAPTER  II. 

ARCBELArS  GOES  TO  SOME  WITH  A  GREAT 
NDUBER  OF  HIS  KINDRED:  HE  13  THERE 
ACCDSED  BEFORE  CiESAB  BY  ANTIPATES ; 
BUT  IS  Si;PEBIOB  TO  HIS  ACCUSERS  IN 
JUDGMENT,  BY  THE  MEANS  OF  THAT  DE- 
FE.VCE  WHICH  NICOLAUS  MADE  FOR  HIM. 

§  I.  Archelaus  went  down  now  to  the 
soa-side,  with  his  mother  and  his  friends, 
Poplas,  and  Ptolemy,  and  Nicolaus,  and  left 
behind  him  Philip,  to  be  his  steward  in  the 
palace,  and  to  take  care  of  bis  domestic  affairs. 
Salome  went  also  along  with  him  with  her 
sons,  as  did  also  the  king's  brethren  and 
sons-in-law.  These,  in  appearance,  went  to 
pve  him  all  the  assistance  they  were  able,  in 
'  to  aeoure  bis  8ucc<!ssion,  but  in  reality 


to  aTuse  him  for  his  breach  of  the  laws  by 
what  he  had  done  at  the  temple. 

2  But  as  they  were  come  to  Cesarea,  Sabi- 
nus,  the  procurator  of  Syria,  met  ti'<m;  he 
was  going  up  to  Judea.  to  secure  Herod'u 
effects;  but  Varus  [president  of  Syrir],  who 
was  come  thither,  restrained  him  from  going 
any  farther.  This  Varus,  Archelaus  nad  sent 
for,  by  the  earnest  entreaty  of  Ptolemv.  At 
this  time,  indeed,  Sabinus,  to  gratify  Varus, 
neither  went  to  the  citadels,  nor  did  Le  shut 
up  the  treasuries  where  his  father's  money 
was  laid  up,  but  promised  that  he  would  lie 
still,  until  Csesar  should  have  taken  "-ogiii- 
zance  of  the  affair.  So  he  abode  at  Cesarea; 
but  as  soon  as  those  that  were  his  hinderance 
were  gone,  when  Varus  was  gone  to  An'ioch, 
and  Archelaus  was  sailed  to  Rome,  he  imme- 
diately went  on  to  Jerusalem,  and  seized 
upon  the  palace;  and  when  he  had  called  for 
the  governors  of  the  citadels,  and  the  stewards 
[of  the  king's  private  affairs],  he  tried  to  sift 
out  the  accounts  of  the  money,  and  to  'ako 
pos-session  of  the  citadels.  But  the  gover- 
nors of  those  citadels  were  not  unmindful  oi 
the  commands  laid  upon  them  by  Archelaus, 
and  continued  to  guard  them,  and  said,  tie 
custodv  of  them  rather  belonged  to  Cssar  than 
to  Archelaus. 

3.  In  the  mean  time  Antipaa  went  also  to 
Rome,  to  strive  for  the  kingdom,  and  to  insist 
that  the  former  testament,  wherein   he  was 

'  named  to  be  king,  was  valid  before  the  latter 
testament.  Salome  had  also  prjimised  to  as- 
si.«t  him,  as  had  many  of  Archelaus's  kindred, 
who  sailed  along  with  Archelaus  himself  also. 
He  also  carried  along  with  him  his  mother, 
and  Ptolemy,  the  brother  of  Nicolaus,  Mho 

I  seemed  one  of  great  weight,  on  account  of 
the  great  trust  Herod  put  in  him,  he  having 
been  one  of  bis  most  honoured  friends.  How- 
ever, Antipas  depended  chiefly  upon  Ireneus, 
the  orator;  upon  whose  authority  be  had 
rejected  such  as  advised  him  to  yield  to  Ar- 
chelaus, because  he  was  his  elder  brother,  and 
because  the  second  testament  gave  the  king- 
dom to  him.  The  inclinations  also  of  all 
Archelaus's  kindred,  who  hated  him,  were 
removed  to  Antipas,  when  they  came  to  Rome; 
although,  in  the  first  place,  every  one  rather 
desired  to  live  under  their  own  laws  [without 
a  king],  and  to  be  under  a  Roman  governor; 
but  if  they  should  iail  in  that  point,  these 
desired  that  Antipas  might  be  their  king. 

4.  Sabinus  did  also  afford  these  his  assist- 
ance to  the  same  purpose  by  the  letters  be  sent, 
wherein  he  accused  Archelaus  before  Cassar, 
and  highly  commended  Antipas.  Salome  also, 
and  those  mth  her,  put  the  crimes  which  they 
accused  Archelaus  of  in  order,  and  put  them 
into  Caesar's  hands;  and  after  they  had  done 
that,  Archelaus  wrote  down  the  reason^  of  his 
claim,  and,  by  Ptolemy,  sent  in  bis  father's 
ring,  and  his  father's  accounts;  and  when 
Ceesar  had  maturely  weighed  by  himself  what 
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r,  both  had  to  allege  for  themselves,  as  also  had 

,^co[isi(Jered  of  the  greHt  burden  of  the  kiiig- 

,  doni.and  largeness  of  the  revenues,  and  witha.) 

^  the    number  ol  the  children   Herod  had  left 

_  behind  him,  and  had  moreover  read  the  letters 

he  had  received  from  Varus  and    Sabinus  on 

this  uccision,  he  assembled  the  principal  per- 

suni  among  the  Roujans  tofi^ether  (in  which 

fLSienibly  Caius,   the  son  of  Agrippa  and  his 

(laughter  Juliiis,   but  by  himself  adopted  for 

his  own  son,  sat  in  the  first  seatj  and  gave  the 

plcdders  leave  to  speak. 

J.  Then  stood  up  Salome's  son,  Antipater 
(who  of  all  Archelauss  antagonists  was  the 
^  «jbre\vdest  pleader),  and  accused  him  in  the 
..following  speech:  —  That  Arrhelaus  did  in 
■  wurds  contend  for  the  kingdom,  but  that  in 
deeds  he  had  long  exercised  royal  authority, 
nnd  so  did  insult  Cu;sar  in  desiring  to  be  now 
lieard  on  that  account,  since  he  had  not 
staid  for  his  detern)ination  about  the  succes- 
sion, and  since  he  had  suborned  certain  per- 
sons, after  Herod's  death,  to  move  for  putting 
the  diadem  upon  bis  head;  since  he  had  set 
himself  down  in  the  thrtuie,  and  given  answers 
us  a  king,  and  altered  the  disposition  of  the 
army,  and  granted  to  some  higher  dignities: 
that  he  had  also  complied  in  all  things  with 
the  people  in  the  requests  they  had  made  to 
him  as  to  their  king,  and  had  also  dismissed 
those  that  had  been  put  into  bonds  by  his 
father,  for  most  important  reasons.  Now, 
after  all  this,  he  desires  the  shadow  of  that 
royal  authority,  whose  substance  he  had  al- 
ready seized  to  himself,  and  so  hath  made 
Caesar  lord,  not  of  things,  but  of  words.  He 
also  reproached  him  farther,  that  his  mourning 
for  his  father  was  only  pretended,  while  he 
put  Oil  a  sad  countenance  in  the  day-time, 
but  drank  to  great  excess  in  the  night;  from 
whicli  behaviour,  he  said. the  late  disturbances 
among  the  multitude  came,  while  they  had 
an  indignation  thereat;  and  indeed  the  pur- 
port of  his  whole  discourse  was  to  aggravate 
Archelaus's  crime  in  slaying  such  a  multitude 
about  the  temple,  which  multitude  came  to 
the  festival,  but  were  barhurously  slain  in  the 
midst  of  their  own  sacrifices;  and  he  said 
there  was  such  a  vast  number  of  dead  bodies 
heaped  together  in  the  temple,  as  even  a 
foreign  war,  should  that  come  upon  them 
[suddenly],  before  it  was  denounced,  could 
iiot  have  heaped  together;  and  he  added,  that 
it  was  the  foresight  his  father  had  of  that  his 
barbarity,  which  made  him  never  give  him 
any  >iopes  of  the  kingdom;  but  when  his 
mind  was  more  i?ifirm  than  his  body,  and  he 
was  not  able  to  reason  soundly,  and  did  not 
well  know  what  was  the  character  of  that  son, 
whom  in  his  second  testament  he  made  his 
successor;  and  this  was  done  by  him  at  a 
time  when  he  had  no  complaints  to  make  of 
him  whom  he  had  named  before,  when  he  was 
Bound  in  body,  and  when  his  mind  was  free 
from  all  pastflon.     That,  however,  if  any  one 


should  pnppose  Herod's  judgment,  when  be 
was  sick,  was  superior  to  that  at  another  time, 
yet  had  Archeluns  forfeited  his  kingdom  by 
bis  own  behaviour,  and  those  his  actions, 
which  were  contrary  to  the  law,  and  to  its 
disadvantage.  Or  what  sort  of  a  king  will 
this  man  be,  when  he  hath  obtained  the  go- 
vernment from  CiEsar,  who  hath  slain  so  many 
before  he  hath  obtained  it! 

(i.  When  Antipater  had  spoken  largely  to 
this  purpose,  and  had  produced  a  great  num- 
ber of  Archelaus's  kindred  as  witnesses,  to 
prove  every  part  of  the  accusation,  he  ended 
his  discourse.  Then  stood  up  Nicolaus  to 
plead  for  Archelaus.  He  alleged  that  the 
slaughter  in  the  temple  could  not  be  avoided; 
that  those  that  were  slain  were  become  ene- 
mies not  to  Archelaus's  kingdom  only,  but  to 
Ca'sar,  who  was  to  determine  about  him. 
He  also  demonstrated,  that  Archelaus's  ac- 
cusers had  advised  him  to  perpetrate  other 
things  of  which  he  might  have  been  accused; 
but  he  insisted  that  the  lat  ter  testament  should, 
for  this  reason,  above  all  others,  be  esteemed 
valid,  because  Herod  had  therein  appninte(i 
Ctcsar  to  be  the  j>erson  who  should  contirm 
the  succession;  for  he  who  showed  such  pru- 
dence as  to  recede  from  his  own  power,  and 
yield  it  up  to  the  lord  of  the  world,  cannot 
be  supposed  mistaken  in  his  judgment 
about  hint  that  was  to  be  his  heir;  and  he 
that  so  well  knew  whom  to  choose  for  arbi- 
trator of  the  sucrebf^ion,  could  not  be  un- 
acquainted with  him  whom  he  chose  for  his 
successor, 

7.  When  Nicolaus  had  gone  through  all 
be  had  to  say,  Archelaus  came,  and  fell 
down  before  Ca'sar's  knees,  without  any  noise; 
— upon  which  he  raised  him  up,  after  a  very 
oldiging  manner,  and  declared,  that  truly 
he  was  worthy  to  succeed  his  father.  How- 
ever, he  still  made  no  firm  determination  in 
his  case;  but  when  he  had  dismissed  those 
assessors  that  had  been  with  him  that  day, 
he  deliberated  by  himself  about  the  allega- 
tions which  he  had  heard,  whether  it  were  fit 
to  constitute  any  of  those  named  in  the  testa- 
ments for  Herod's  successor,  or  whether  the 
government  should  be  parted  among  all  his 
posterity;  and  this  because  of  the  number  of 
those  that  seemed  to  stand  in  need  of  support 
therefrom. 


CHAPTER  III. 

THE  JEWS  FIGHT  A  GREAT  BATTLE  WITH 
SABINUS'S  SOLDIERS,  AND  A  GREAT  DE- 
STRUCTION  IS   MADE   AT  JERUSALEM. 

§   1.    Now  before  Caesar  had   determined  any 

thing  about  these  atfairs,  Malthace,  Arche- 
laus's moth'-r,  fell  sick  and  died.  Letters  also 
were  brout:ht  out  of  Svria  from  Varus,  about  a 
revoltof  the  Jews-  This  wasforescenby  Varufi, 
2Q 


d»0 


,who  accordingly,  after  Archekus  was  sailed, 
went  up  to  Jerusalem  to  restrain  the  promo- 

vters  of  the  sedition,  since  it  was  manifest  that 
the  nation  would  not  be  at  rest;  so  he  left 
one  of  those  legions  which  he  brought  with 
him  out  of  Syria  in  the  city,  and  went  him- 
self to  Antioch.  But  Sabinus  came,  after  he 
was  gone,  and  gave  them  an  occasion  of 
iiiukii'g  innovations;  for  he  compelled  the 
kiepers  of  the  citadels  to  deliver  them  up  to 
him,  and  made  a  bitter  search  after  the  king's 
money,  as  depending  not  only  on  the  soldiers 
who  were  left  by  Varus,  but  on  the  multitude 
of  his  own  servants,  all  whom  he  armed  and 
uj'cd  as  the  instruments  of  his  covetousness. 
Now  when  that  feast,  which  was  observed 
after  seven  weeks,  and  which  the  Jews  called 
pratecost  (i.  e.  the  50th  day)  was  at  hand,  its 
name  being  taken  from  the  number  of  the 
days  [:ifler  the  Passover],  the  people  got  to- 
getliir,  but  not  on  account  of  the  accustomed 
divine  worship,  but  of  the  indignation  they 
had  [at  the  present  state  of  affairs].  Where- 
fore an  immense  multitude  ran  together,  out 
of  Galilee,  and  Idumea,  and  Jericho,  and 
Perea  that  wa^  be\ond  Jordan;  but  the  peo- 
ple that  naturally  belonged  to  Judea  itself 
were  above  the  rest  both  in  number  and  in  the 
alacrii  V  of  the  men.  fcfo  they  distributed  them- 
selves into  three  parts, and  pitched  their  camps 
in  three  places:  one  at  the  north  side  of  the 
temple,  another  at  the  south  side,  by  the 
Hi|  podrome,  and  the  third  part  were  at  the 
pxlace  on  the  west.  So  they  lay  round  about 
the  Romans  on  every  side,  and  besieged 
them. 

2.  Now  Sabinus  was  afTrighted,  both  at 
their  multitude  and  at  their  courage,  and  sent 
messengers  to  V"arus  continually,  and  be- 
sought him  to  come  to  his  succour  quickly,  for 
that,  if  he  delayed,  his  legion  would  be  cut  to 
pieces.  As  for  t^abinus  himself,  he  got  up  to 
the  hichest  tower  of  the  fortress,  which  was 
called  Phasaelus;  it  is  of  the  same  name  with 
Herod's  brother,  who  was  destroyed  by  the 
Parthians:  and  then  he  made  sitrns  to  the  sol- 
diers of  that  legion  to  attack  the  enemy ;  for 
his  astonishment  was  so  great,  that  he  durst 
not  go  down  to  his  own  men.  Hereupon  the 
soldiers  were  pre^-ailed  upon,  and  leaped  out 
into  the  temple,  and  fought  a  terrible  battle 
wiih  the  Jews;  in  which,  while  tber»-were 
none  over  their  heads  to  distress  them,  they 
were  too  hard  for  them,  by  their  skill,  and 
the  others'  want  of  skill  in  war;  but  when 
once  many  of  the  Jews  had  gotten  up  to  the 
topof  the  cloisters,  and  threwtheir darts  down- 
wards upon  the  heads  of  the  Romans,  there 
were  a  great  many  of  them  destroyed.  Nor 
was  it  easy  to  avenge  themselves  upon  those 
that  threw  their  weapons  from  on  high,  nor 
was  it  more  easy  for  them  to  sustain  those 
who  came  to  fight  them  band  to  hand. 

3.  Since  therefore  the  Romans  were  sorely 
afflicted  by  both  these  circumstances,  they  set 
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6rc  to  the  cloisters,  which  were  works  to  he 
admired,  both  on  account  of  their  magnitude 
and  costliness.  Whereupon  those  that  were 
above  them  were  presently  encompassed  with 
the  flame,  and  many  of  them  perished  there- 
in ;  as  many  of  them  also  were  destroyed  by 
the  enemy,  who  came  suddenly  upon  them ; 
some  of  them  also  threw  themselves  down 
from  the  \^'aHs  back  ward,  and  some  there  were, 
who,  from  the  desperate  condition  they  "were 
in,  prevented  the  fire,  by  killing  themselves 
with  their  omi  swords:  but  so  many  of  them 
as  crept  out  from  the  walls,  and  came  upon 
the  Romans,  were  easily  mastered  by  them, 
by  reason  of  the  astonishment  they  were 
under ;  until  at  last  some  of  the  Jews  being 
destroyed,  and  others  dispersed  by  the  terror 
they  were  in,  the  soldiers  fell  upon  the  trea- 
sure of  God,  which  was  now  deserted,  and 
plundered  about  four  hundred  talents,  of 
which  sum  Sabinus  got  together  all  that  was 
not  carried  away  by  the  soldiers. 

4.   However,  this  destruction  of  the  works 
[about  the  temple],  and  of  the  men   occa- 

'  sioned  a  much  greater  number,  and  those  of  a 
more  warlike  sort,  to  get  together,  to  oppose 

I  the  Romans.     These  encompassed  the  palace 

!  round,  and  threatened  to  destroy  all  that  were 
in  it,  unless  they  went  their  ways  quickly  ;  for 
they  promised  that  Sabinus  should  come  to  no 

[  harm,   if   he  should  go  out  with  bis  legion. 

'  There  were  also  a  great  many  of  the  king's 

I  party  who  deserted  the  Romans,  and  assisted 
the  Jews;  yet  did  the  most  warlike  body  of 
them  all,  who  were  three  thousand  of  the  men 

I  of  Sebaste,  go  over  to  the  Romans.  Rufus 
also,  and  Gratus,  their  captains,  did  the  same 
(Gratus  having  the  foot  of  the  king's  party 
under  him,  and  Rufus  the  horse^;  each  of 
whom,  even  without  the  forces  under  them, 
were  of  great  weight,  on  account  of  tbeir 
strength  and  wisdom,  which  turn  the  scales 
in  war.  Now  the  Jews  persevered  in  the 
siege,  and  tried  to  break  down  the  walls  of 
the  fortress,  and  cried  out  to  Sabinus  and  his 
party,  that  they  should  go  their  ways,  and  not 
prove  a  hinderonce  to  them,  now  they  hoped, 
after  a  long  time,  to  recover  that  ancient 
liberty  which  their  forefathers  had  enjoyed. 
Sabinus  indeed  was  well  contented  to  get  out 
of  the  danger  he  was  in ;  but  he  distrusted  the 
assurances  the  Je■\^■s  gave  him,  and  suspected 
such  gentle  treatment  was  but  a  bait  laid  as  a 
snare  for  them :  this  consideration,  together 
with  the  hopes  he  had  of  succour  from  Varus, 
made  him  bear  the  siege  still  longer. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

HEROD's  TETERAN  SOLDIERS  BECOME  TfMCL- 
TD0U3.  THE  ROBBERIES  OF  JUDAS.  SIMON 
AND  ATHR0NGEU3  TAKE  TUE  NAME  OF 
KING  UPON  THEM. 

§  1.  At  this  time  there  were  great  disturb- 
inees  ill  the  country,  ami  th;it  in  many  places; 
«nil  the  opportunity  th^it  now  offered  itself 
nduceci  a  great  many  to  set  up  for  kings;  and 
Jideed  in  Idumea  two  thon?;ind  of  Herod's 
reteran  soldiers  got  together,  and  armed  theni- 
iclves  and  fought  against  those  of  the  king's 
party  ;  against  whom  Acliiabus,  the  king's  first 
;ousin,  fought,  and  th  it  out  of  some  of  the 
places  that  were  the  most  strongly  fortified  ; 
but  so  as  to  avoid  a  direct  rondiet  with  thera 
in  the  plains.  In  Sepphoris  also,  a  city  of 
Galilee,  there  was  one  Judas  Cthe  son  of  that 
arch  robber  Hezekias,  who  formerly  overran 
the  country,  and  hud  been  subdued  by  king 
Herod);  this  man  got  no  small  multitude 
together,  and  broke  open  the  place  where  the 
royal  armour  was  laid  up,  and  armed  those 
nbout  him,  and  attacked  those  that  were  so 
•arnest  to  gain  the  dominion. 

2.  In  Perea  also,  Simon,  one  of  the  ser- 
vants to  the  king,  relying  upon  the  handsome 
sppearance,  and  tallness  of  his  body,  put  a 
iiadem  upon  his  own  head  also;  he  also  went 
»bout  with  a  company  of  robbers  that  he  had 
gotten  together,  and  burnt  down  the  royal 
palace  that  was  at  Jericho,  and  many  other 
costly  edifices  besides,  and  procured  himself 
very  easily  spoils  by  rapine,  as  snatching  them 
out  of  the  fire  ;  and  he  had  soon  burnt  down 
all  the  fine  edifices,  if  Gratus,  the  captain  of 
the  foot  of  the  king's  party,  had  not  taken  the 
Trachonite  archers,  and  the  most  warlike  of 
Sebaste,  and  met  the  man.  His  footmen  were 
jlain  in  the  battle  in  abundance;  Gratus  also 
?ut  to  pieces  Simon  himself,  as  he  was  flying 
ilong  a  strait  valley,  when  he  gave  him  an 
jblique  stroke  upon  his  neck,  as  he  ran  away, 
ind  broke  it.  The  royal  palaces  that  were 
lear  Jordan,  at  Betharainptha,  were  also  burnt 
lown  by  some  other  of  the  seditious  that  came 
3ut  of  Perea. 

3.  At  this  time  it  was  that  a  certain  shep- 
lerd  ventured  to  set  himself  up  for  a  king: 
oe  was  called  Athrongeus.  It  was  his  strength 
3f  bofly  that  made  him  expect  such  a  dignitv, 
19  well  as  his  soul,  which  despised  death ;  and 
Desides  these  qualifications,  he  had  four  bre- 
thren like  himself.  He  put  a  troop  of  armed 
men  under  each  of  these  his  brethren,  and 
made  use  of  them  as  his  generals  and  com- 
manders, when  he  made  his  incursions,  while 
he  did  himself  act  like  a  king,  and  meddled 
only  with  the  more  important  affairs;  and  at 
this  time  he  put  a  diadem  about  his  head,  and 

ontinued  after  thai    to  over-run  the  country 


for  no  little  time  with  bis  brethren,  and  be- 

came  their  leader  in  killing  both  the  Romani 
and  those  of  the  king's  party  ;  nor  did  anj 
Jew  escape  him,  if  any  gain  could  accrue  to 
him  thereby.  He  once  ventured  to  encom- 
pass a  whole  troop  of  Romans  at  Emmaus, 
who  were  carrying  corn  and  weapons  to  their 
legion  ;  bis  men  shot  their  arrows  and  darts 
and  thereby  slew  their  centurion  Arius,  an 
forty  of  the  stoutest  of  his  men,  while  th 
rest  of  them,  who  were  in  ihinger  of  the  same 
fate,  upon  the  coming  of  Gratus,  with  those 
of  Sebaste,  to  their  assistance,  escaped ;  and 
when  these  men  had  thus  served  both  their 
own  countrymen  and  foreigners,  and  that 
through  this  whtile  v.-nr,  three  of  them  were 
after  some  time  subdued ;  the  eldest  by  ,\rche- 
laus.  the  two  next  liy  falling  into  the  hands 
of  Gratus  and  Ptolemeus ;  but  the  fourth 
delivered  himself  up  to  Archelaus,  upon  liis 
giving  him  his  right  band  fur  his  security. 
However,  this  their  end  was  not  till  after- 
ward, while  at  present  they  tilled  all  Judea 
with  a  piratic  war. 


CHAPTER  V. 

VARUS  COMPOSES  THE  TDMULTS  IN  JUDEA, 
AND  CRUCIFIES  ABOUT  TWO  THOUSAND  or 
THE  SEDITIOUS. 

§  I.  Upon  Varus's  reception  of  the  letters 
that  were  written  by  Sabiniis  and  the  captains, 
he  could  not  avoid  being  afraid  for  the  whole 
legion  [he  had  left  there].  So  he  made  haste 
to  their  relief,  and  took  with  him  the  other 
two  legions,  with  the  four  troops  of  horsemen 
to  them  belonging,  and  inarcbeii  to  Ptoleumis, 
— having  given  orders  for  the  auxiliaries  that 
were  sent  by  the  kings  and  governors  of  cities 
to  meet  bim  there.  Moreover,  he  received 
from  the  people  of  Berytus,  as  he  passed 
through  their  city,  fifteen  hundred  armed 
men.  Now  as  soon  as  the  other  body  of  auxi- 
liaries were  come  to  Ptolemais,  as  well  as 
Aretus  the  Arabian  (who,  out  of  the  hatred 
he  bore  to  Herod,  brought  a  great  armv  of 
horse  and  foot),  Varus  sent  a  part  of  his  annj 
presently  to  Galilee,  which  lay  near  to  Ptole- 
mais, and  Caius,  one  of  his  friends,  for  tbeit 
captain.  This  Caius  put  those  that  met  hitn 
to  flight,  and  took  the  city  Sepphoris,  and 
burnt  it,  and  made  slaves  of  its  inhabitants. 
But  as  for  Varus  himself,  he  marched  to  Sa- 
maria with  his  whole  army,  where  he  did  not 
meddle  with  the  city  itself,  because  he  found 
that  it  bad  made  no  commotion  during  these 
troubles,  but  pitched  his  camp  about  a  certain 
village  which  was  called  Arus.  It  belonged 
to  Ptolemy,  and  on  that  account  was  plun- 
dered by  the  Arabians,  who  were  very  angry 
even  at  Herod's  friends  al-o.  He  thence 
marched  on  to  the   village   Sampho,  another 
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fortified  place,  wticli  tbey  plunflered,  as  they 
had  done  the  other.  As  they  rai  ried  dIT  all 
the  motley  they  lighted  upon  belonging-  to  the 
piildie  revenues,  all  was  now  full  oC  fire  and 
bloodshed,  and  nothing  could  resist  the  plun- 
ders of  the  Arabians.  Emmaus  was  also 
burnt,  upon  the  flight  of  its  inhabitants,  and 
this  at  the  command  of  Varus,  out  of  his  rape 
at  the  slaughter  of  those  that  were  about 
Arius, 

2.  Thence  he  marched  on  to  Jerusalem, 
and  as  soon  as  he  was  but  seen  by  the  Jews, 
be  made  their  camps  disperse  themselves:  they 
also  went  away,  and  fled  up  and  down  the 
country.  But  the  citizens  received  him,  and 
cleared  themselves  of  having  any  hand  in  this 
revolt,  and  said  that  they  had  raised  no  com- 
motions, but  had  only  been  .'breed  to  admit 
the  multitude,  because  of  the  festival,  and 
that  they  were  rather  besieged  together  with 
the  Romans,  than  assisted  those  that  had 
revolted.  There  had  before  this  met  him 
Joseph,  the  first  cousin  of  Archelaiis,  and 
Gratus,  together  with  Rufus,  who  led  those 
of  Sebaste,  as  well  as  the  king's  army:  there 
also  met  him  those  of  the  Roman  legion, 
armed  after  their  accustomed  manner  ;  for  as 
to  Sabinus,  he  durst  not  come  into  Varus's 
sight,  but  was  gone  out  of  the  city  before 
this,  to  the  sea-side.  But  Varus  sent  a  part 
of  his  army  into  the  country,  against  those 
that  bad  been  the  authors  of  this  commotion, 
and  as  they  caught  great  numbers  of  them, 
those  that  appeared  to  have  been  the  least 
concerned  in  these  tumults  he  put  into  cus- 
tody, but  such  as  were  the  most  guilty  he 
crucified;  these  were  in  number  about  two 
thousand. 

3.  He  was  also  informed  that  there  con- 
tinued in  Idumea  ten  thousand  men  still  in 
arms ;  but  when  he  found  that  the  Arabians 
aid  not  act  'ike  auxiliaries,  but  managed  the 
war  according  to  their  own  passions,  and  did 
mischief  to  the  country  otherwise  than  he  in- 
tended, and  this  out  off  their  hatred  to  Herod, 
he  sent  them  away,  but  made  haste,  with  his 
own  legions,  to  march  against  those  that  had 
revolted  ;  but  these,  by  the  advice  of  Achia- 
bus,  delivered  themselves  up  to  him  before  it 
came  to  a  battle.  Then  did  Varus  forgive  the 
multitude  their  offences,  but  sent  their  cap- 
tains to  C»sar  to  be  examined  by  him.  Now 
Ctesar  forgave  the  rest,  but  gave  orders  that 
certain  of  the  king's  relations  (for  some  of 
those  that  were  among  them  were  Herod's 
kinsmen)  should  be  put  to  death,  because  they 
had  engaged  in  a  war  against  a  king  of  their 
own  family.     \\'hen,  therefore,  Varus  had  set- 
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the  jr.vps  greatly  complain  ot  arcbe- 
i.aus,  and  pesihe  that  they  may  bb 
made  subject  to  roman  governors, 
bit  when  ctsar  had  heard  what 
they  had  to  say,  he  distributed 
herod's  dominion.s  among  his  sons, 
according  to  his  own  pleasfre. 

?  1.  But  now  came  another  accusation  from 
the  Jews  against  Archelaus  at  Rome,  which 
he  was  to  answer  to.  It  was  made  by  those 
ambassadors  who,  before  the  revolt,  had  come, 
by  Varus's  permission,  to  plead  for  the  liberty 
of  their  country  :  those  that  came  were  fifty 
in  number,  but' there  were  more  than  eight 
thousand  of  the  Jews  at  Rome  who  supported 
them ;  and  when  Caesar  had  assembled  a  coun- 
cil of  the  principal  Romans  in  Apollo's'  tem- 
ple, that  was  in  the  palace  (this  was  what  he 
had  himself  built  and  adorned,  at  a  vast 
expense),  the  multitude  of  the  Jews  stood 
with  the  ambassadors,  and  on  the  other  side 
stood  Archelaus,  with  his  friends  :  but  as  for 
the  kindred  of  Archelaus,  they  stood  on  nei- 
ther side;  for  to  stand  on  Archelaus's  side,  • 
their  hatred  to  him,  and  envy  at  him,  would 
not  give  them  leave;  while  yet  they  were  afraid 
to  be  seen  by  Ccesar  with  his  accusers.  Be- 
sides these.'  there  was  present  Archelaus's 
brother,  Philip,  being  sent  thither  beforehand, 
out  of  kindness,  by  A'arus,  for  two  reasons: 
the  one  was  this,  that  he  might  be  assisting 
to  Archelaus ;  and  the  other  was  this,  that  in 
case  Cffisar  should  make  a  distribution  of  what 
Herod  possessed  among  bis  posterity,  he  might 
obtain  some  share  of  it. 

2.  And  now,  upon  the  permission  that  was 
given  the  accusers  to  speak,  they,  in  the  first 
place,  went  over  Herod's  breaches  of  their 
law,  and  said  that  he  was  not  a  king,  but  the 
most  barbarous  of  all  tyrants,  and  that  they 
had  found  him  to  be  such  by  the  sufferings 
they  underwent  from  him :  that  when  a  very 
great  number  had  been  slain  by  bini,  those 
that  were  left  had  endured  such  miseries,  that 
they  called  those  that  were  dead  happy  men ; 
that  he  had  not  only  tortured  the  bodies  of  bis 
subjects,  but  entire  cities,  and  bad  done  much 
harm  to  the  cities  of  his  own  country,  while 
he  adorned  those  that  belonged  to  foreigners; 
and  he  shed  the  blood  of  Jews,  in  order  to  do 
kindness  to  those  people  who  were  out  of  their 
bounds:  that  he  had  filled  the  nation  full  of 
poverty,  and  of  the  greatest  iniquity,  instead, 


and  had  left  the  former  legion  there  as  a  gar- 
rison, be  returned  to  Antiocb. 


tied  matters  at  Jerusalem  after  this  manner, ,. of  that  happine<=?  and  those  laws  which  they, 
-  -  -     ■        -  had   anciently  enjoyed ;    that,    m   short,    the 


•  This  hoMine  of  a  cnimcil  in  th*-  tempi*-  of  A  pullo.  in 
the  emperor*  palace  al  Rome,  by  Aupustu*.  and  rven 
the  buildini;  of  tins  tcmrle  ntaenifirenth  1  y  himself  ia 
that  palarp.  «r''  '■T;>rt'T  ;\cT**i*jhV  tft  Auifu-'tH's  io  hu 
cidrr  jean,  m  Aldrifh  «Ttd  Stianhcim  ohserre  ud  pfmra, 
bom  Suetonius  and  i*roi>crtiu« 
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J  'ws  had  borne  more  calamities  from  Herod, 
in  a  few  vears,  than  had  their  forefathers  dur- 
iug  all  that  interval  of  time  that  had  passed 
since  they  had  come  out  of  Babylon,  and  re- 
turned home,  in  the  reign  of  Xerxes:'  that, 
however,  the  nation  was  come  to  so  low  a  con- 
dition, by  being  inured  to  hardships,  that  they 
Bubmittedto  his  successorof  their  own  accord, 
though  he  brought  them  into  bitter  slavery  : 
that  accordingly  they  readily  called  Archelaus, 
though  he  was  the  son  of  so  great  a  tyrant. 
hin^,  after  the  decease  of  his  father,  and  joined 
with  him  in  mourning  for  the  death  of  Herod, 
and  in  wishing  him  good  success  in  that  bis 
succession;  while  yet  this  Archelaus,  lest  he 
should  be  in  danger  of  not  being  thought  the 
genuine  son  of  Herod,  began  his  reign  with 
the  murder  of  three  thousand  citizens ;  as  if 
he  had  a  mind  to  o6fer  so  many  bloody  sacri 
fices  to  God  for  his  government,  and  to  fill 
the  temple  with  the  like  number  of  dead 
bodies  at  that  festival:  that,  however,  those 
that  were  left  after  so  many  miseries,  had  just 
reason  to  consider  now  at  last  the  calamities 
they  had  undergone,  and  to  oppose  them- 
selves, like  soldiers  in  war,  to  receive  those 
stripes  upon  their  faces,  [but  not  upon  their 
backs  as  hitherto].  Whereupon  they  prayed 
that  the  Romans  would  have  compassion 
upon  the  [poor]  remains  of  Judea,  and  not 
expose  what  was  left  of  thera  to  such  as  bar- 
barously tore  them  to  pieces,  and  that  they 
would  join  their  country  to  Syria,  and  admi- 
nister the  government  by  their  own  comman- 
ders, whereby  it  would  [s<ion]  be  demonstrated 
that  those  who  are  now  under  the  calumny  of 
seditious  persons,  and  lovers  of  war,  know 
how  to  bear  governors  thiit  are  set  over  them, 
if  they  l»e  but  toleralile  ones.  So  the  Jews 
concluded  their  accusations  with  this  request. 
Then  rose  up  Nicolaus,  and  confuted  the  accu- 
sations that  were  brought  against  the  kings, 
and  himself  accused  the  Jewish  nation,  as 
hard  to  be  ruled,  and  as  naturally  disobedient 
to  kings.  He  also  reproached  all  those  kins- 
men of  Archelaus  who  had  left  him  and  were 
gone  over  to  his  accusers. 

3.  So  Caesar,  after  he  had  heard  both  sides, 
dissolved  the  assembly  for  that  time;  but  a 
few  days  afterward,  he  gave  the  one  half  of 
Herod's  kingdom  to  Archelaus,  by  the  name 
oi  Ethnarch,  and  promised  to  make  him  king 
ftl>o  afterward,  if  he  rendered  himself  worthy 
of  that  dignity;  but  as  to  the  other  half,  he 
divided  it  into  two  tetr.ichies,  and  gave  them 
to  two  other  sons  of  Herod,  the  one  of  them 
to  Philip,  and  the  other  to  that  Antipas  who 
contested  the  kingdom  with  Archelaus.  Un- 
der this  last  was  Perea  and  Galilee,  with  a 
revenue  of  two  hundred  talents:  but  Batanca, 


•  Here  we  have  a  strong  confirmation  that  it  wa* 
Xer\es,  and  not  Artaxerxe*,  un.ler  whom  Ih^  ni-iio  part 
o(  ttie  Jews  return**d  out  of  the  Babylonian  captivity ;  i.  e. 
IB  tbe  dayt  of  Ezra  aod  NehenHab.  Tlie  Uino  IliiDg  is 
In  Um  AaU^b,,xi.  cbap.  T.wr.ui 


and  Trachonitis,  and  Auranitis,  and  certain 
parts  of  Zeno's  house  about  Jamnm.  wun  a 
revenue  of  a  hundred  talents,  were  made  suo- 
ject  to  Philip  ;  while  Idumea,  and  all  Judea, 
and  Samaria,  were  parts  of  the  ethnarciv  ->f 
Archelaus,  although  Samaria  was  easea  ut  one 
quarter  of  its  taxes,  out  of  regard  to  their  not 
having  revolted  with  the  rest  of  the  ratio-i. 
He  also  made  subject  to  him  the  following 
cities,  viz,  Strato's  Tower,  and  Sebaste,  and 
Joppa,  and  Jerusalem  ;  but  as  to  the  Grecian 
cities  Gaza,  and  Gadura,  and  Hippos,  he  cut 
them  otf  from  the  kingdom,  and  added  thera 
to  Syria.  Now  the  revenue  of  the  country 
that  was  given  to  Ardielaus,  was  four  hun- 
dred talents.  Salome  also,  besides  what  the 
king  had  left  her  in  bis  testaments,  was  now 
made  mistress  of  Jamnia,  and  Ashdod,  and 
Phasaelis.  Ciesar  did  moreover  bestow  upon 
her  the  royal  palace  of  Ascalon;  by  all  which 
she  got  together  a  revenue  of  sixty  talents; 
but  he  put  her  house  under  the  ethnarchy  of 
Archelaus;  and  for  the  rest  of  Herod's  off- 
spring, they  received  what  was  bequeathed  to 
thera  in  his  testaments;  but,  besides  that,  Cae- 
sar granted  to  Herod's  two  virgin  daughters 
five  hundred  thou>and  [drachmae]  of  silver, and 
gave  them  in  marriage  to  the  sons  of  Phero- 
ras:  but  after  this  family  distribution,  he  gave 
between  them  what  had  been  bequeathed  to 
him  by  Herod,  wliich  was  a  thousand  talents, 
reserving  to  himself  only  some  inconsiderable 
presents,  in  honour  of  the  deceased. 


CHAPTER  VIL  > 

-t 

THE  HISTORY  Oy  TUB  SPURIOUS  ALEXANDER, 
AUCHELAUS  IS  BASISHKD,  AND  GLAPHYRA 
DIES,  AFTER  WHAT  WAS  TO  HAPPEN  TO 
B  JTH  OF  THEM  HAD  BEEN  SHOWN  THEU 
IN  DREAMS. 

§  1.  In  the  mean  time  there  was  a  man,  \Tbo 
was  by  birth  a  Jew,  but  brought  up  at  Sidon 
with  one  of  the  Roman  freed-men,  who  falsely 
pretended,  on  account  of  the  resemblance  of 
their  countenances,  that  he  was  that  Alex- 
ander who  was  slain  by  Herod.  This  man 
came  to  Rome,  in  hopes  of  not  being  de- 
tected. He  had  one  who  was  his  assistant, 
of  his  own  nation,  and  who  knew  all  the  af- 
fairs of  the  kingdom,  and  instructed  him  to  say 
how  those  that  were  sent  to  kill  him  and  Arls- 
tobulus  had  pity  upon  them,  and  stole  them 
away,  by  putting  bodies  that  were  like  theirs 
in  their  places.  This  man  deceived  the  Jews 
that  were  at  Crete,  and  got  a  great  deal  of 
money  of  them,  for  travelling  in  splendour; 
and  thence  sailed  to  Melos,  where  he  was 
thought  so  certainly  genuine,  th^t  he  got  a 
great  deal  more  money,  and  prevailed  with 
those  who  had  treated  him  to  sail  along  with 
him  to  Rome.  So  he  landed  at  Dicearchia 
[Puteoli],  and  ^ot  very  large  presents  from 
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the  Jews  who  dwelt  there,  and  was  conducted 
by  liis  father's  friends  as  if  he  were  a  kinp; 
nHv,  the  roseinliUnce  in  bis  countt-nance  pro- 
cured him  so  much  credit  that  those  ulio  had 
Been  Alexander,  and  had  known  him  very 
u-cil,  would  take  their  oaths  that  he  was  the 
very  same  person.  Accordingly,  the  whole 
i>ody  of  the  Jews  that  were  at  Rome  ran  out 
in  crowds  to  see  bini,  and  an  innumerable 
Dnilticude  there  was  who  stood  in  the  narrow 
places  through  which  he  was  carried  ;  for 
tho^e  of  Melos  were  so  far  distracted,  that 
they  carried  him  in  a  sedan,  and  maintained  a 
royal  attendance  for  him  at  their  own  proper 
charges. 

2.  But  Cscsar,  who  knew  perfectly  well 
the  lineaments  of  Alexander's  face,  because 
he  had  been  accused  by  Herod  before  him, 
discerned  the  fallacy  in  his  countenance,  even 
before  he  saw  the  man.  However,  he  suffered 
the  H^t^-euble  fHme  that  went  of  him  to  have 
some  weight  with  him,  and  sent  Celaduo,  one 
who  well  knew  Alexander,  and  ordered  him 
to  bring  the  young  man  to  him.  Rut  when 
■CfP'^ar  saw  him,  he  immediately  dihcerned  a 
■difference  in  his  countenance;  and  when  he 
lad  discovered  that  his  whole  body  was  of  a 
more  robust  texture,  and  like  tbut  of  a  slave, 
lie  understood  the  «hole  was  a  contrivance. 
But  the  impudence  of  what  he  said  greatly 
provoked  him  to  be  angry  at  him :  for  when 
he  was  asked  about  Aristobultii^,  he  said  that 
be  was  also  preserved  alive,  and  was  left  on 
purpose  in  Cvprus.  for  fear  of  treachery,  be- 
cause it  would  be  harder  for  plotters  to  get 
them  both  into  their  power  while  they  were 
separate.  Then  did  Ciesar  take  him  by  hun- 
self  privately,  and  said  to  him, — *'  I  will  give 
thee  thy  life,  if  thou  wilt  discover  who  it 
^i-as  that  persuaded  thee  to  forge  such  stories." 
So  he  said  that  he  would  discover  him,  aiul 
followed  Cssur,  and  pointed  to  that  Jew  who 
abused  the  resemblance  of  his  face  to  get 
money;  for  that  he  had  received  more  pre- 
sents in  every  city  than  ever  Alexander  did 
when  he  was  alive.  Casar  laughed  at  the 
contrivance,  and  put  this  spurious  Alexander 
among  his  rowers,  on  account  of  the  strength 
of  his  body;  but  ordered  him  that  persuaded 
him  to  be  put  to  death.  But  for  the  people 
of  Mrlos.  they  had  been  sufficiently  punished 
for  their  fully,  by  the  expenses  they  had  been 
at  on  his  account. 

3.  And  now  Archelaus  took  possession  of 
liis  etbnarchy,  and  used  not  the  Jews  only, 
bui  the  Samaritans  also,  barbarously;  and  thi> 
out  of  his  resentment  of  their  old  quarrels 
with  him.  Whereupon  they  both  of  tbem 
sent  ambassadors  ag;iinst  him  to  Ca?sar;  and 
in  the  ninth  year  of  his  government  he  was 
banished  to  Vienna,  a  city  of  Gaul,  and  his 
effects  were  put  into  Cre-^r's  treasury.  But 
the  n^port  goes,  that  before  he  was  sent  for 
by  Caesar,  he  seemed  to  see  nine  ears  of  corn, 
^uU  and  lar^je.  but  devoured  by  oxen.    When, 


therefore,  be  had  sent  for  the  diviners,  and 
some  of  the  Chaldeans,  and  inquired  ot  tt-irm 
what  tbey  thought  it  ptntended  ;  and  wnen 
one  of  tbem  had  one  interpretation,  and  ano- 
ther had  another,  Simon,  one  of  the  sect  ol 
the  Essens,  said  that  he  thought  the  ears  of 
corn  denoted  years;  and  the  oxen  denoted  a 
mutation  of  things,  because  by  their  plough- 
ing they  made  an  alteration  of  the  country. 
That  therefore  he  should  reign  as  many  years 
as  there  were  ears  of  corn;  and  after  he  had 
passed  through  various  alterations  of  fortune, 
should  die.  Now  five  days  after  Archelaus 
had  heard  this  interpretation,  be  was  called  to 
his  trial. 

4.  F  cannot  but  think  it  worthy  to  be  re- 
corded what  dream  Glaphyra,  the  daughter  of 
Archelaus,  king  of  Cappadocia,  hnd.  wbo  bad 
at  tirst  been  wife  to  Alexander,  who  was  the 
brother  of  Archelaus,  concerning  whom  we 
have  been  discoursing.  This  Alexander  was 
the  son  of  Herod  the  king,  by  whom  he  was 
put  to  death,  as  we  have  already  related. 
This  Glaphyra  was  married,  after  his  death, 
to  Juba,  king  of  Lihya;  and,  after  bis  death, 
was  returned  home,  and  lived  a  widow  with 
her  father.  Then  it  was  that  Archelaus,  the 
ethnarch,  saw  her,  and  fell  so  deeply  in  love 
with  her,  that  he  divorced  Mariamne.  who 
was  then  his  wife,  and  married  her.  When, 
therefore,  she  was  come  into  Judea,  and  had 
been  there  for  a  little  while,  she  thought  she 
saw  Alexander  stand  by  her,  and  that  be  said 
to  her, — **  Thy  marriage  with  the  Idng  of 
Libya  might  have  been  sufficient  for  thee ; 
but  thou  w^st  not  contented  with  him,  but 
art  returned  again  to  my  family,  to  a  third 
husband  ;  and  him,  thou  impudent  woman, 
hast  thou  chosen  for  thine  husband,  who  it 
my  brother.  However,  I  shall  not  overlook 
the  injury  thou  hast  offered  me;  1  shall  [soon] 
have  thee  again,  whether  thou  wilt  or  not." 
Now  Glaphyra  hardly  survi\ed  the  narration 
of  this  dream  of  hers  two  davs. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

ARCHELATS'S    ETHVARCHY  IS  REDUCED   INTO 

A  [roman]  prcvixce.      the  sedition  or 

JUDAS  OF  GALILEE.       THE  THREE  SECTS  OT 
THE  JEWS. 

§  I.  And  now  Archelatis's  part  of  Judea 
was  reduced  into  a  province,  and  Coponius, 
one  of  the  equestrian  order  among  the  Ro- 
mans, was  sent  as  a  procurator,  having  the 
power  of  [life  and]  death  put  into  his  hands 
by  Caesar.  Untler  his  administration  it  was 
that  a  certain  Galilean,  whose  name  was  Judas, 
prevailed  with  his  countrymen  to  revolt ;  and 
said  they  were  cowards  if  tbey  would  endure 
to  pay  a  tax  to  the  Romans,  and  would,  afr^r 
God,  submit    to  mortal  men  as    their    lordsi. 
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This  roan  was  a  teacher  of  a  peculiar  sect  of 
bi&  own,  and  was  not  at  all  like  the  rest  of 
those  their  leaders. 

"l.  For  there  are  three  philosophical  sects 
among  the  Jews.  The  followers  of  the  first 
of  whom  are  the  Pharisees;  of  the  second  the 
Sadductes;  and  the  third  sect,  who  pretends 
to  a  severer  discipline,  are  called  Essens. 
These  last  are  Jews  by  birth,  and  seem  to 
have  a  greater  atfection  for  one  another  than 
the  other  sects  have.  These  Essens  reject 
pleasures  as  an  evil,  but  esteem  continence, 
and  the  conquest  over  our  passions,  to  be  vir- 
tue. They  neglect  wedlock,  but  choose  out 
other  persons*  children,  while  they  are  pliable, 
and  fit  for  learning;  and  esteem  them  to  be  of 
their  kindred,  and  form  them  according  to  their 
own  manners.  They  do  not  absolutely  deny 
the  fitness  of  marriage,  and  the  succession  of 
mankind  thereby  continued;  but  they  guard 
against  the  lascivious  behaviour  of  women, 
and  are  persuaded  that  none  of  them  preserve 
their  fidelity  to  one  man. 

3.  These  men  are  despisers  of  riches,  and 
80  very  communicative  as  raises  our  admi- 
ration. Nor  is  there  any  one  to  be  found 
among  them  who  hath  more  than  another; 
for  it  is  a  law  among  them,  that  those  vvho 
come  to  them  must  let  what  they  have  be 
common  to  the  whole  order, — insomuch,  that 
among  them  all  there  is  no  appearance  of 
poverty  or  excess  of  riches,  but  every  one's 
poi'sessions  are  intermingled  with  every  other's 
pos-^essions;  and  so  there  is,  as  it  were,  one 
patrimony  among  all  the  brethren.  They 
think  that  oil  is  a  defilement;  and  if  any  one 
of  them  be  anointed  without  his  own  approba- 
tion, it  is  wiped  off*  his  body;  for  they  think 
to  be  sweaty  is  a  good  thing,  as  they  do  also 
to  be  clothed  in  white  garments.  They  also 
have  stewards  appointed  to  take  care  of  their 
common  atfairs,  who  every  one  of  them  have 
no  separate  business  for  any,  but  what  is  for 
the  use  of  them  all. 

4,  They  have  no  certain  city,  but  many  of 
them  dwell  in  every  city;  and  if  any  of  their 
feect  come  from  other  places,  what  they  have 
lie^  open  for  them,  just  as  if  it  were  their  own; 
and  they  go  into  such  as  they  never  knew 
iH'fore,  as  if  they  had  been  ever  go  long  ac- 
quainted with  them.  For  which  reason  they 
Ciirry  nothing  with  them  when  they  travel 
into  remote  parts,  though  still  they  take  their 
weapons  with  them,  for  fear  of  thieves.  Ac- 
cordingly there  is,  in  every  city  where  they 
live,  one  appointed  particularly  to  take  care  of 
strangers,  and  to  provide  garments  and  other 
necessaries  for  them.  But  the  habit  and 
management  of  their  bodies  is  such  as  chil- 
dren use  who  are  In  fear  of  their  masters. 
Nor  do  they  allow  of  the  change  of  garments, 
or  of  shoei,  till  they  be  first  entirely  torn  to 
p  eces,  or  worn  out  by  time.  Nor  do  they 
either  buy  ur  sell  any  thing  to  one  another: 


but  every  one  of  them  gives  what  he  hath  to 
him  that  wanteth  it,  and  receives  from  him 
again  in  lieu  of  it  what  may  be  convenient  fur 
himself;  and  although  there  be  no  requital 
made,  they  are  fully  allowed  to  take  w  hat  they 
want  of  whomsoever  they  please. 

5.  And  as  for  their  piety  towards  God,  it 
is  very  extraordinary;  for  before  sun-ri^ng 
they  speak  not  a  word  about  profane  matters, 
but  put  up  certain  prayers  which  they  have 
received  from  their  forefathers,  as  if  they 
made  a  supplication  for  its  rising.  After  this 
every  one  of  them  are  sent  away  by  their 
curators,  to  exercise  some  of  those  arts  wherein 
they  are  skilled,  in  which  they  labour  with 
great  diligence  till  the  fifth  hour.  After 
which  they  assemble  themselves  together 
again  into  one  place;  and  when  they  have 
clothed  themselves  in  white  veils,  they  then 
bathe  their  bodies  in  cold  water.  And  after 
this  purification  is  over,  they  every  one  meet 
together  in  an  apartment  of  their  own,  into 
which  it  is  not  permitted  to  any  of  another 
sect  to  enter ;  while  they  go,  after  a  pure 
manner,  into  the  dining-room,  as  into  a 
certain  holy  temple,  and  cpiietly  set  themselves 
down;  upon  which  the  baker  lays  them  loiives 
in  order;  the  cook  also  brings  a  single  plate 
of  one  sort  of  food,  and  sets  it  before  every 
one  of  them;  but  a  priest  says  grace  before 
meat;  and  it  is  unlawful  for  any  one  to  taste 
of  the  food  before  grace  be  said.  The  same 
priest,  when  be  hath  dined,  says  grace  again 
after  meat;  and  when  they  begin,  and  when 
they  end,  they  praise  God,  as  be  that  bestows 
their  food  upon  them;  after  which  they  lay 
aside  their  [white]garments,and  betake  them- 
f^elves  to  their  labours  again  till  the  evening; 
then  they  return  home  to  supper,  after  the 
same  maimer;  and  if  there  be  any  strangers 
there,  they  sit  down  with  tbem.  Nor  is  there 
ever  any  clamour  or  disturbance  to  pollute 
their  house,  but  they  give  every  one  leave  to 
speak  in  their  turn;  which  silence  thus  kept 
in  their  house,  appears  to  foreigners  like  some 
tremendous  mystery;  the  cause  of  which  is 
that  perpetual  sobriety  they  exercise,  and  the 
same  settled  measure  of  meat  and  drink  that 
is  allotted  to  them,  and  that  such  as  is  abun- 
dantly sufficient  for  them. 

6.  And  truly,  as  for  other  things,  they 
do  nothing  but  according  to  the  injunctions 
of  their  curators;  only  these  two  things  are 
done  among  them  at  every  one's  own  free 
will,  which  are,  to  assist  those  that  want  it, 
and  to  show  mercy;  for  tbey  are  permitted  of 
their  own  accord  to  uflford  succour  to  such  as 
deserve  it,  when  they  stand  in  need  of  it,  and 
to  bestow  food  on  those  that  are  in  distress; 
but  they  cannot  pive  any  thing  to  their  kin- 
dred without  the  curators.  They  dispense 
their  anger  after  a  just  manner,  and  re- 
strnin  their  passion.  They  are  eminent  for 
fidelity,  and  are  the  ministers  of  peace;  what- 
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•o«ver  tber  »y  also  is  firmer  tban  an  oath ;  hut 
swearinc  is  aroided  b_v  titem.  niid  they  esteem 
It  w>rse  than  penury:*  for  they  say,  that  be 
wno cannot  be  believerf  withoiif  [pweariiip  hv] 
Go4,  i«  already  rondemnvd.  Thc-y  aUo  take 
great  pains  in  studving  the  writing*  of  the 
BnrienN,  and  choose  out  of  them  what  is  inost 
for  the  advanta^  of  their  50«1  and  body;  and 
they  ntc^uire  after  such  roofs  and  medidnni 
stones  as  may  cure  their  distempers. 

7-   But  now,  if  any  one    bath  a    mind  to 
come  over  to  their  sect,  he  is  not  immediately 
admitted,  but    be    is    prescribed    the    same 
method  of  living  which  they  use,  for  a  year, 
_  uhiU"  he  continue?  excluded;  and   the)  pive 
him  a  small  hatchet,  and  the  forc-meinioned 
girdle,  and  the  white  garment.      And    ulion 
he  hath  giNCTi  evidence,  during  that  time,  that 
be  can  observe  their  continence,  be  approaches 
nearer  to  their  way  of  livinp,  and  is  made  a 
partaker  of  the  waters  of  purification;   yet  is 
he  not  even  now  admitted  to  live  with  them; 
for  after  this  demonstration  of  bis  fortitude, 
his  temper  is  tried  two  more  years,  and  if  he  I 
B['pear    to  be  worthy,  they  then  admit  him 
into  their  society.     And  before  he  is  allowed  | 
to  touch  their  common  food,  he  is  obliged  to , 
take  tremendous  oaths;  that,  in  the  first  place,  i 
be  will  exercise  piety  towards  God;  and  then, 
that  he  will  observe  justice  towards  men;  and  ; 
that  he  will  do  no  harm  to  any  ore.  either  of, 
bis  own  accord,  or  by  the  command  of  others;  i 
that  be  wilt  always  bate  the  wicked,  and  be 
assistant  to  the  righteous;  that  he  will  ever 
show  fidelity  to  all  men,  and    especially  to' 
those  in  authority,  because  no  one  obtains  tbe  i 
government  without    God's    assistance;    and 
that  if  be  be  in  authority,  be  will  at  no  time 
whatever  abuse  his  authority,  nor  endeavour 
to  outshine  hi*  subjects,  either  in  hie  garments,  ' 
or  any  other  finer\  ;  that  he  will  be  perpetu- 
ally a  lo\cr  of  truth,  and  propoae  to  himseW" 
to  reprove  tho<e  that   tell  lies;   that  he  will 
keep  bis  hands  clear  from  theft,  and  his  soul 
from  ui^lanful  gains;  and  that  be  will  neither 
conceal  any  thing  from  those  of  his  own  sect, 
nor  discover  any  of  their  doctrines  to  others, 
no,  not   though  any  one  should  compel  him 
so  to  do  at  the  hazard  of  bis  life.     Moreover, 

•  TbU  pnct^cc  of  ibe  E>9«DS,  in  refgslne  lo  swew. 
and  eatrrmirg  mraring.  on  ordinary  occasions  woree 
Ihan  prrjiiry.  i»  drii»er*d  here  in  ern^rtl  words,  u  mrf 
the  panUrl  injimctioos  of  our  Saviour,  MalL  vi.  ^; 
Stiii  16:  mn6  of  M.  Jamfs  t.  12;  hut  all  admit  of  par- 
ticular txrepliors  for  9o1«ann  caos^s.  and  on  jfat  and 
arcrwary  oera>inna.  Thu«  thesevrrv  Kfurni,  whn  lit-rr 
do  to  Bcalou&ly  avoid  twrann::.  at*  related  in  Die  Ter) 
next  wction.  io  admit  none  till  thej  take  tremendous 
oatps  TO  perfonn  iheir  sereral  duties  lo  Oi-d.  and  to  llieir 
nrichhoor.  witboot  rapposioe  Ibey  tberrb;  break  this 
rule.  Not  to  swear  at  all.  Ttte  ra»e  is  Ihes^ioie  in  Chri»- 
t^anitv,  as  we  Irarn  from  the  Apos'oliral  Omstttutions. 
wSich.  RithoORh  ibey  acnp«  with  Chris!  and  SL  Jaiwe*. 
hi  loibi'idine  ii<  »wr.<r  id  ireT>rral.  rh.  v.  \t.  tU  '^;  >trt 
do  thr>  rx[>lain  it  elsewhere,  bj  avoidiPR  toswearlal-^ly. 
aod  to  swear  oflen  and  in  vain,  ch  i-.  :u>.  and  a^ain  h\ 
■■not  awearin?  at  all  *<  but  wiUial  addine.  that  >*  if  that 
aaiinot  be  vTuidcd.  to  tweax  truly,''  cb.  vii.  3;  which 
aboodaDlly  explain  to  ui  tb«  twturc  of  the  meanure  of 
this  fciMral  LDJuoctioiL 


be  swears  to  communimle  their  doctrines  to 
no  one  nny  otherwise  tlinn  n<  he  received  them 
himself;  tlu'it  he  \\i\l  ub>«tain  from  robbery, 
and  will  equally  preserve  the  books  belonping^ 
to  their  »>ect,  nird  the  names  of  the  anpels  f  [^m 
messentrers].  These  are  the  o:itbs  by  whicb 
they  secure  tiieir  prosr1>tes  to  themselves. 

H.  Hut  for  tht'Se  that  are  caught  in  any 
heinous  sins,  tliey  c:i.>t  them  out  of  their 
society:  and  he  who  is  thus  separated  from 
them,  does  often  die  after  a  miserable  maiN 
ner;  for  as  he  is  bound  by  the  oath  be  hath 
taken,  atid  by  the  customs  he  hath  been  en- 
paged  in,  he  is  not  at  liberty  to  part<ike  of 
that  food  that  he  meets  with  eUewhere,  but  is 
forced  to  eat  grass,  and  to  famish  his  Ikm*^ 
with  hunger  till  be  perish;  for  which  tt^n^-n 
they  receive  many  of  them  again  when  the* 
are  at  their  last  gB*p,  out  of  ro.';'p8S'.ioii  \f\ 
them,  as  thinking  the  miseries  tbe\  hnve  en*. 
diired  till  they  came  to  tbe  very  brif»k  i*l 
death,  to  be  a  sufficient  punishment  ft**'  tJ»e 
>i!is  tl:t'\  had  been  gtiiUv  of. 

9.  But  in  the  judgments  Ihey  exercise  fJn  y 
are  most  accurate  and  just;  m^  do  ihey  pii«* 
sentence  by  the  votes  of  a  court  that  is  tvu-rV 
than  a  hundred.  And  as  to  ^rhaf  is  once  d»*. 
terniined  by  that  number,  it  is  »!i;(lt<>n»bl««. 
What  they  most  of  all  honour,  after  GmI  bin*, 
self,  is  the  name  of  their  legislator  [M*»sr*]l- 
whom,  if  any  one  blaspheme,  he  is  f  iH'ii«b*-<l 
capitally.  They  also  thitik  it  a  good  t!i:i!([ 
to  obey  their  elders,  and  the  major  r>flrt.  AiV 
eorditigly,  if  ten  of  them  be  sitting  tt'geil.rf', 
no  one  of  them  will  speak  while  the  tKhn- 
nine  are  against  it.  They  aUo  aroi*!  sp*t'iH' 
in  the  midst  of  them,  or  on  tbe  ri^ht  -'.'*•. 
Moreover,  they  are  stricter  than  any  otl.w  tf 
the  Jews  in  resting  liom  their  biltour*;  on  'Iv 
sevt-nth  day;  for  they  not  only  pet  their  fi*'*1 
ready  the  da\  before,  that  they  n»a>  ifi  i  c 
obli^-ed  to  kindle  a  fire  on  tlmt  dny.  brt  tlf  i 
will  not  remo\e  any  vt-wel  out  of  it«  |!..»'-. 
nor  go  lo  stool  thcreoti.  Nay.  on  the  *!htr 
days  they  dig  a  small  pit,  a  foot  deep,  v*ii>  u 
paddle  (which  kind  of  hatchet  is  giren  llrt-Wi 
when  they  are  first  aiimitteit  amoitg  th.n  *-. 
and  covering  thenipelve-^  rotiiHl  «ith  tirir 
garment,  that  they  may  not  afl'Vurvt  the  *.i»*»ifr 
rays  of  light,  they  e«»e  thennielves  ii'tf  tbM 
pit,  after  wbieh  they  put  tbeearfb  that  W)t» 

4  This  meutiof)  of  U>e  -*  aaat^  af  auceta.**  ut  f^'V- 
cularly  prewrTe'^  b*  the  F>*en*  (il  it  nir^i  •  in'^i"-  '■•  " 
thdw  •' rie»senj»  fs"  who  »ere  rfn]»lf>eft  to  hr-rff  t'rf. 
the  pea>liar  bnots  f'f  tbeir  t*c%)  hu>ha  liie  a  rrrlniir  to 
that  '•  w.nr»l.ipv)inc  of  acj^eUs"  blanied  b>  St  I'anl.  a» 
snp.*r«*itum>  ;ind  nrlawful  !d  s*-nie  such  sort  i.f  pei'i  V 
astbe'e^  t**eTifl  were.  Cul«»«.  ii.  N  ^*  '•  'hi*  f.rawr  fo 
or  towards  the  Siio,  for  r  is  riMiie  every  fnoriting.  tutu- 
lionfl  tM-tore.  sect  .'i.  verj  like  tho*e  not  much  later 
obsemnces  made  mmtlon  of  in  iVe  (ireachinj  of  Peter 
AnthMiL  Iter,  part  ii.  pacr  ft^.  ami  reiardin?  a  k'l* 
of  wor»bip  of  ancels,  of  ihr  tuonih.  and  of  the  mooa, 
and  roi  relehr>tini;  the  ne»  in»  ns.  or  mher  feitiTiilt, 
ur.IeM  t!)r  numn  a j  reared.  W  Hirh.  indeed,  setftnt  lo 
tne  iKe  enrliefft  mrvlioa  of  any  rrrard  to  the  Maan^ 
phaara  in  fixing  the  Jewish  caletidar.  of  wbicci  tbe  Tal- 
iiiiid  itnd  latfr  mbhina  tali  ao  much,  and  upca  to  TOCT 
liitlc  anc^eat  tduodAlioa. 
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iof^  out  again  into  the  pit;  and  even  this  they 
do  only  in  the  mort-  lonely  plnres.  which  tliey 
choose  out  for  this  purpr>!;i* ;  and  although  this 
.asemeut  of  the  body  be  natural,  yet  it  is  a 
•ule  with  thein  to  wash  themseWts  after  it, 
as  if  it  were  u  detiloioeiit  >o  thL-in. 

10.  N*\v  after  the  time  of  their  prepara- 
tory trial  19  over,  they  are  pnrted  into  fonr 
jln-sses;  and  so  far  are  the  juniors  inferior  to 
the  setiior:^,  that  if  the  seniors  should  be 
touched  by  the  juniors,  they  uiu^^t  wash  tbem- 
selves,  a-i  if  they  had  intermixed  ihein-ielves 
tviih  the  company  of  a  foreii:ner.  They  are 
1un<-lived  aUo  ;  insomuch  that  many  of  them 
live  above  a  hundred  years,  by  means  of  the 
simplicity  of  their  diet;  nay,  as  I  think,  by 
means  of  the  regular  course  of  lifi'  they  ob- 
serve al»o.  They  contemn  the  uiiserifs  of 
life,  and  are  ultove  pain,  by  the  g^enero»ity  of 
their  mind.  And  as  for  death,  if  it  will  be 
for  their  glory,  they  esteem  it  better  than  liv- 
ing always;  and  indeed  our  war  with  the 
Romania  gave  abundant  evidence  what  great 
souls  they  had  in  their  triuU,  wherein,  al- 
though  they  were  tortured  and  diriturted, 
burnt  and  torn  to'  pieces,  and  went  through 
all  kinds  of  instruments  of  tornietit.  that  they 
niiffht  be  forced  either  to  bla-^phenie  their 
legislator,  or  to  eat  what  waj  furbidderi  them, 
yet  could  they  not  be  made  to  do  either  of 
tbein,  no,  nor  once  to  flatter  their  tormentorg, 
or  to  phed  a  tear;  hut  they  smiled  in  their 
very  pains,  and  laughed  those  to  scorn  who 
inflicted  the  torments  upon  them,  ami  resigned 
up  their  souls  with  great  alacrity,  ha  expect- 
ing to  receive  them  again. 

1 1.  For  their  doctrine  is  thi:«: — That  bodies 
are  corruptible,  and  that  the  matter  ihey  are 
made  of  is  not  permanent ;  but  that  the  souU 
are  immortal,  and  continue  for  ever;  and 
that  they  come  out  of  the  most  subtile  air, 
atid  are  united  to  their  liodies  an  in  prisons, 
into  which  thev  are  drawn  by  a  certain  natu- 
ral enticement ;  but  that  when  they  are  set 
free  from  the  bonds  of  the  flc^h,  they  then,  as 
released  from  a  long  bondage,  rejoice  and 
mount  upward.  And  this  h  like  the  opinion 
of  the  Greeks,  that  good  souls  have  their  habi- 
tations beyond  the  ocean,  in  a  region  that  is 
neither  oppressed  with  storms  of  rain,  or  snow, 
or  with  intense  heat,  but  thiit  thit  place  is 
sach  as  is  refreshed  by  the  gentle  breathing  of 
a  west  wind,  that  is  perpetually  blowing  from 
the  ocean;  while  they  allot  to  bud  »onU  a  dark 
and  tempestuous  den,  full  of  never-ceasing 
punishments.  And  indeed  the  Greeks  seem 
to  me  to  have  followed  the  same  notion,  when 
they  allot  the  islands  of  the  ble^ssed  to  their 
brave  men,  whom  they  call  heroes  and  demi- 
gods; and  to  the  souls  of  the  wicked,  the 
region  of  the  ungodly,  in  Hades,  where  their 
f.ibles  relate  that  certain  persons,  such  jis  Sisy- 
phus, and  Tantalus,  and  Ixion,  and  Tityus, 
are  pniii.>.bed;  which  is  built  ou  this  firsl  :^up- 
position,  that  touU  are  immortal;  and  thence 


are  those  exhortations  to  virtue,  and  dehor- 
tacions  from  wickedness  collected;  thereby 
good  men  are  hetterrd  in  the  condnrt  of  their 
life,  by  the  hope  they  have  of  rt* ward  after  t'ueir 
death,  and  wherL'by  the  vehement  inclinations 
uf  bad  men  to  vice  are  restrained,  by  the  ft-ar 
and  expertation  they  are  in,  that  although  they 
should  lie  concealed  in  this  life,  they  should 
suffer  immortal  punishment  after  their  death. 
These  arc  the  divine  doctrines  of  the  E-^sens* 
about  the  &oul,  which  lay  an  unavoidable  Itait 
for  such  as  have  ouce  bad  a  taste  of  their  phi- 
losophy. 

12.  There  are  also  those  anrtmig  them  who 
undertake  to  foretfl  things  to  come,t  ^y 
reading  the  holy  books,  and  using  several 
sorts  of  purificHtions,  and  being  perpetually 
conversant  in  the  disrcirses  of  the  prophets; 
and  it  is  but  seldom  that  they  miss  in  their 
predictions. 

i;J.  Moreover,  there  is  another  order  of 
Essens,  who  agree  with  the  rest  as  to  their 
way  of  living,  and  customs,  and  laws,  but 
dilfer  from  them  in  the  point  of  niarringe,  as 
thinking  that  by  not  marrying  they  cut  off 
the  principal  part  of  human  life,  which  is  the 
prospect  of  succession;  nay  rather,  that  if  all 
men  should  be  of  the  same  opinion,  the  whole 
race  of  mankind  would  faiL  However,  they 
try  their  spouses  for  three  years;  and  if  they 
find  that  they  have  their  natural  purgations 
thrice,  as  trials  that  they  are  likely  to  be  fruit- 
ful, they  then  actually  marry  them.  But  tley 
do  not  use  to  accompany  with  their  wives 
when  they  are  with  child,  as  a  demonstration 
that  they  do  not  marry  out  of  regard  to  pU-a- 
sure,  but  for  the  sake  of  posterity.  Now  the 
women  go  into  the  baths  with  some  of  their 
garments  on,  as  the  men  do  with  somewhat 
girded  about  them.  And  these  are  the  cus- 
toms of  this  order  of  Essens. 

14.  Rut  then  as  to  the  two  other  orders  at 
tirnt  mentioned;  the  I'harisees  are  those  who 
are  esteemed  most  skilful  in  the  exact  expli- 
cation of  their  laws,  and  introduce  the  first 
sect.  These  ascribe  all  to  fate  [or  provi- 
dence], and  to  God,  and  yet  allow,  that  to 
act  what  is  right  or  the  contrary,  is  princi- 
pally tn  the  power  of  men,  although  fate  does 
co-operate  in  every  action.  They  say  that  all 
souls  are  incorruptible;  but  that  the  souls^  of 

•  Of  thr«  Jewish  or  Fs^cne  (and  indeed  Cliristian) 
I  doctrinrs  conperning  souIa,  bol)i  t:<^o<1  aod  liad,  in  n:iilp5, 
1  M^  that  ^xrrllrnt  disconrKt-  or  liomily  if  nur  J"Sf[ibu« 
I  concprnine  Mndps,  at  the  t-nd  of  the  volume. 

+  I>«-an  Aldrii'h  rrckons  up  three  examples  of  thiB  eiftof 
I  profihfry.  in  wveral  of  ihcfie  l>»ens  out  of  Jospphus  him- 
'  wif.  viz.  in  the  HiaTory  of  tJie  War,  b.  L  ch.  iii.  STt.  5. — 

Ju'la«  foretold  the  death  of  AntiRorm^  at  Strain's  Tower; 

h.  ii.  rh.  vit   vrL  :J.       Simon    foretold    that    ArrheUns 

should  reii;n  l>ut  nine  or  ten  years;  and  Antiq.  h  xv. 
'  cli.  X.  «ecl  4,  .5.  Menabero  foretoUl  that  Mprod  BhouIJ 
I  be  kinf.  and  h^ouIJ  reijjn  tyrannically,  and  that  for  more 

than   twenty  or  even   thirty  years.     All   wiiich   came   to 

pass  accordtni;ly. 
I       *  Th-re  ii» -ut  morh   more  lure  about  the    F«vn5  ttian 
I  is  citfd  I'nirn  Jii!t.-pliiiji  in  I'orpliyiy  and  l  usebiiis.  aii<l  vet 
1  BO  much  Il'411  attiiHi  the  Pliarist-es  and  Saddiireeii.  the  two 
'.  other  Jawiab  m«cu,  tliau  uoold  naturally  be  expected  In 


.  /  tbe  otiier  brlong 
/  /     act  as  ihey  pl& 

C  .belief  of  ibe  iinr 
I  ^      the  punishment! 
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good  men  are  only  removed  into  other  bodies. !qae&thed  to  Jolia,  the  Tiife  of  Ati^u^iiis;,  botti 
— but  that  the  souls  of  bad  men  are  subject  to  lier  loparchy,  and  Jamnia.  as  also  h<-r  plaiikir 
eiernal  punishment.  But  the  Sadduceesare  thoee;  tion  of  palm-trees  that  were  \i\  rhat-iiclu*,*  , 
that  compose  the  second  order,  and  take  away  But  when  the  Roman  empire  was  translated  to 
fate  enlirely,  and  suppose  that  God  is  not  con- 1 Tiberius,  the  son  of  Julia,  upon  the  death  of 
cerned  in  our  doing  ornot  doing:  what  is  evil ;  Augustus,  who  had  reigned  fifty-seven  years, 
and  Ihey  say.  that  to  act  what  is  eood  or  what  is  pii  months,  and  two  days,  both  Herod  and 
.■«vil,isat  men's  own  choice,  aiid  that  the  one  or  PhiUp  continued  in  their  tetrarchies  :*and  the 
•longs  BO  to  every  one.  that  they  may  latter  of  them  built  the  city  Cesarea.  at  the 
please.  They  also  take  away  the  fountains  of  Jordan,  and  in  the  region  of  Paneaa ; 
immortal  duration  of  the  soul,  and  as  also  the  city  Julias,  in  the  Lower  Gaulo-iiis. 
ents  and  rewards  in  Hatles.  More-  Herod  also  built  the  city  Tiberias  in  Galilee, 
over,  the  Pharisees  are  friendly  to  one  another,  and  in  Perea  [beyond  Jordan]  another  that  was 
and  are  for  the  exercise  of  concord  and  regard  also  called  Julias. 

for  the  public.  But  the  behaviuur  of  the  Sad-  2.  Now  Piiate,  who  was  sent  as  procurator 
ducee«  one  towards  another  is  in  some  degree  into  Judea  by  Tiberius,  sent  by  night  thone  im- 
wild  ;  and  their  convenration  with  those  that  ages  of  Cssar  tliat are  called  Ensigns,  into  Jeru- 
are  of  their  own  party  is  as  barbarous  as  if  salem.  This  excited  a  very  great  tumult  among 
they  were  sTrangera  to  them.  And  this  is  what  the  Jews  when  it  was  day-,  for  those  that  were 
(  had  to  say  concerning  the  philosophic  sects  near  them  were  astonished  at  the  f-i-rht  of  them, 
among  the  Jews.  tas  indications  that  their  laws  were  trodden  un- 

|der|foot:  for  those  laws  do  not  permit  any 
>surt  of  image  to  be  brought  into  the  city.  Nay. 
besides  the  indignation  which  the  citizens  tliem- 
selves  had  at  this  procedure*  a  vast  number 
of  people  c&roe  running  out  of  the  country. 
These  came  zealously  to  Pilate  to  Cesarea.  and 
beaought  him  to  carry  those  ensigns  out  of  Jeru< 
salem,  and  to  preaer\-e  them  their  ancient  laws 
inviolable ;  but  upon  Pilate's  denial  of  ihi-ir  re- 
quest, they  felt  down  prostrate  Uftuu  the  ground, 
and  continued  immoveable  in  that  posture  for 
five  days  and  as  many  nights. 

3.  On  the  next  day  Pilate  sat  upon  his  tribu- 
nal, in  the  open  market  f^ace,  and  called  to  him 
the  multitude,  as  desirous  to  give  them  an  an- 
swer ;  and  then  gave  a  signal  to  tiie  soldier*  that 
,  they  bhould  all  by  ajgreement  at  once  eucompass 
%  1.  And  now,  as  the  ethnarchy  of  Arche-  the  Jews  with  their  weapons;  so  the  band  of 
laws  was  fallen  into  a  Roman  province,  the  soldiers  stood  round  about  the  Jews  in  three 
other  sons  of  Herod,  Philip,  and  that  Herod  ranks.  The  Jews  were  under  the  utm()st  con- 
who  was  called  Antipas,  eacn  of  them  took  siemation  at  that  unexpected  sight.  Pilate  also 
upon  them  tJie  administration  of  their  own  said  to  them,  that  they  should  be  cut  in  pieces, 
tetrarchies^    for  when   Salome   died,   she    be- unless  they  would  admit  of  Ceesar's  images;  and 

gave  intimation  to  liie  soldiers  to  draw  their  iia- 

_..       •     »u     r-—    -        *i.i^  — *    «  -  .w-«  kcd  swords.     Hereupon  t'he  Jews,  as  it  were  at 

nronortlon  to  tb«  Esseas  or  third  sect*  nay,  than       ^  _■ ,    f  ,,   j„„.„   •     ,.„  ,  „, w .       .u  - 

Lms  to  U  refcm-d  to  by  him!*lf  ^iMwbere.ibai  one  ""^  signal  fell  do%^n  in  vast  numb.-R  together. 
is  tempted  tofui.pow  J..5^phQs  li*!  »t  first  writton  and  exposed  their  necks  bare,  and  cned  out  that 
lessor  the  one.  snd  m.»re  of  tlie  two  others,  than  bis  they  were  sooner  ready  to  be  slain,  than  that  theit 
present  copies  afford  us;  as  also,  tbat,  by  some  ou-  taw  should  be  transgressed.  Jlereupon  Pilate 
known  accident,  our  present  ctpies  are  bcfe  luado  op  was  greatly  surprised  at  their  prodigious  super- 
oftlu^larLvredirtonln  tl.eftr^tcsA^.anaofU.esmalUrpyjj^,^  J  ^^^  „^gr  that  the  ensigns  should 
In  the  second^  Se*  the  J"*^]"  "'V^-^'«'";'r' f^,^^^^^^  be  presently  Carried  out  of  Jerusalem. 
However,  mbat  Jcseplinssays  in  the  name  of  the  Pha-       /     .  -      '  .  -     t      _•      i  .i         j-  .     t 

risces.  Uiat  onlv  the  s-uls  of  p^xl  men  go  out  of  one!     4.   After  this  he  rawed    another   disturbance, 
bo<ty1ntoanotfi.".altli.m-li  all  s/)ulsbeIuimortjil,and  by  expending  that  sacred   treasure   which   is 
stiirtfae  s^uls  of  the  »-ai)  are  Nable  tn  eternal  minish-t 
ment :  a?  also  what  be  &av»  a(Wrward&,  Antlq.  b.  icviii. 

cha|)  i.  secL  S,  that  the  sJul's  vigour  is  immorul,  and'  *  Wo  havehere,  in  that  Greek  M3.  which  was  once 
that  umlcr  tiie  earth  they  receive  rewartU  or  punir^h-  Alexander  Petavius's.  tat  It  is  now  tn  the  library  at 
ments  aecordine  as  tbeir  lires  hare  been  vlrtaoua  or  Leyden,  two  most  remarkable  artditiitis  to  the  cmn- 
vicIou5  In  the  present  world:  tbat  to  the  bail  is  alU'I-  mon  copies,  tbouffh  deemed  worth  Utile  remark  by 
ted  no  eternal  prit<tn,  but  that  tiie  20od  are  jiermitteii  the  eilitor;  which  upon  the  mention  of  Tiberius '• 
to  live  strain  in  this  world,  aro  nearly  agreeable  to  tlie  c<3mlng  to  the  empire,  inserts  first  the  fiimoos  testi- 
doctrines  of  ChrisiLantty.  Only  J"sephus"5  rejeetiou  mony  of  Joeepbus  concerning  Jesus  Christ,  as  it 
of  tbe  return  of  the  wicked  Into  other  bodios,  or  intu  stant'b  verbatim  in  the  Antiq.  b.  xviii.  ciiap.  iii.  sect, 
this  world,  which  be  grants  to  tlie  g»v^.  looks  some-  8,  with  some  parts  of  that  ejccell^nt  dijcouri>e  or  hom- 
what  like  a  contradiction  to  St.  Paul's  account  of  tbe  ily  of  Joeepbos  concerning  HadL*s.  annexed  to  the 
doctrine  of  the  Jews,  that  "themselves  allowed  that  work.  But  what  Is  here  principally  to  b«  noted  la 
there  shoulfl  be  a  resiurection  of  the  dead,both  of  the  thi-,  that  in  this  homilv.  Josephua,  having  just  men- 
just  and  unjust" — Acts,  cIl  xxiv.  15;  yet  because  Jiv  tiont-d  Christ,  as  "Go^  the  Word,  and  the  Judge  of 
6e[>bns'saoc"untisthatof  the  Pharisee's,  and  St.  Paul's  the  world,  appointed  by  the  Father,"  ±c..  adds,  that 
that  of  the  Jews  in  general^  and  of  himself;  the  contra-  "he  had  himself  elsewhere  spoken  about  him  mora 
diction  16  not  very  certain.  'nicely  or  particularly." 


CHAPTER  TX. 

THE  DEATH  OF  6AIX»1E.  THE  CTTIXS  WHICH 
BEBOO  AND  PHILIP  BUILT.  PILATE  CKXASIONS 
DISTURBANCES.  TIBEKIUS  PUTS  AGRIPFA  IN- 
TO BONDS,  BUT  CAJVS  FREES  HUl  FROM  THEH, 
AND  MAKES  EliC  KING.  HEROD  ANTIPAS  IS 
BANISHED. 
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CHlir-)  Oiir!mi'  *  upoYt  Tiqil^diicts,  whereby  be 
hruu^ht  txHii-r  IruiK  the  ili^tiince  of  tuur  huii- 
dri'd  iMrloiiKii.  At  \hin  ihe  inultitutle  hud 
gruut  iiiiU^iitttion;  aiid  when  Pilate  wa<)  rorne 
tu  Jcru»Mleiii,  they  ouiue  about  bid  tribunal,  uiid 
iiiiide  a  clunour  at  it*  Now  when  he  was 
iipprided  atureliand  uf  tbii^  diiiturbanre,  he 
mixed  liis  own  soldiers  in  their  armour  with 
the  uiuUitude,  and  ordered  tbem  to  conceal 
tbcin^elved  under  the  habit:*  of  private  men, 
and  not  uidccd  to  use  their  swords,  but  with 
their  stave;)  to  beat  those  that  made  the  cia- 
mour.  He  then  gave  the  signal  friun  his  tri- 
bunal [to  do  ab  be  bad  tadden  them].  Now 
the  Jews  were  so  sadly  Iwaten,  that,  many  of 
tbem  perished  by  the  stripes  they  received,  and 
oiiiny  of  them  perished  as  trodden  to  death,  by 
which  me<ina  the  multitude  was  astonit^hed  at 
the  calamity  of  those  that  were  slain,  and  held 
their  peace. 

5.  In  the  mean  time  Agrippa,  the  son  of 
that  Aristohulus  who  bad  been  slain  by  bis 
father  Herod,  name  to  Tiberius  to  accuse 
Herod  the  tetrarch  ;  w  bo  Jiot  admitting  of  bis 
accusation,  he  htdid  Ht  Rome,  and  cullivatcda 
frieiulship  with  others  -.tf  tbe  men  of  note,  hut 
principally  with  Caius  tiie  mtu  of  Gernianicus, 
who  was  tben  but  a  private  person.  Now 
thii  Agrippii,  at  a  certain  time,  feasted  Cuius; 
and  as  be  wa»  Very  coinpl-ii'^Hnt  to  him  on 
several  other  accounts,  he  at  length  stretched 
out  his  baiuh.  a:id  openly  wished  that  Tiberius 
might  (lie,  and  that  be  might  quickly  see  him 
emperor  of  the  wot  Id.  This  was  told  to 
Tiberius  by  one  of  Aurippa's  domestics;  who 
thereupon  was  very  angry,  and  onlered 
Agrippa  to  be  bound,  and  had  him  very  ill 
treated  in  tbe  prison  fur  six  months,  until 
Tiberius  died,  alter  he  had  reigned  twenty- 
two  years,  and  six  months,  and  three  da\s, 

6.  But  w  hen  Cuius  was  made  CVsar,  he 
releasied  Agrippa  from  his  bonds,  and  made  him 
king  of  Philip's  tetrarchy,  who  was  nowdead; 
but  when  Agrippa  had  arrived  at  that  degree 
of  dignity,  he  inHamed  the  ambitious  desires  of 
Herod  the  tetrarch,  who  was  chiefly  induced 
to  hope  for  the  royal  authority  by  bis  wife 
Uerodias,  who  reproached  him  for  his  sloth, 
and  told  bim  that  it  was  oidy  becuuse  he 
would  not  sail  to  Ciesar  that  he  was  destitute 
of  that  great  dignity;  for  since  Caesar  had 
made  Agrippa  a  king,  from  a  private  person, 
nntch  mure  would  he  advance  him  from  a 
tetrarch  to  that  dignity.  These  arguments 
prevailed  with  Herod,  so  that  be  came  to 
Caius,  by  whom  he  was  punished  for  bis  am- 
bition, by  being  banished  into  Spain;  for 
Agrippa  followed  him,  in  order  to  accuse  him  ; 
to  whom  also  Caius  gave  his  tetrarchy,  by 
way  of  addition.  So  Herod  died  in  Spain, 
whither  his  wife  bad  followed  him. 


•  Thi^  ose  of  corban  or  oblation,  as  here  applieil 
lo  Ilie  *acrort  m.jnej  deiiiralcd  lo  (i'.d  m  the  treasiirj  of 
tftt  tpRiplf,  itlotfinitei  our  Saviour'B  words.  Mark  vii. 


CHAPTER  X. 

CAIUS  COMMANDS  THAT  HIS  STATUE  8HOOTD 
BESET  UP  IN  THK  TEMPLE  IISELF;  AND 
WHAT   PETBOMUS  DID  THEREUPON. 

^  1.  Now  Caius  Ca?';ar  did  so  grossly  abus^ 
tbe  fortune  he  had  arrived  at,  as  to  take  him- 
self to  he  a  ^'od,  and  to  desire  to  be  so  called 
al-o,  and  to  cut  off  those  of  the  greatest  no- 
bility out  of  his  country  He  also  extended 
his  impiety  as  far  as  the  Jews.  Accordingly, 
he  sent  Petronius  \^  iih  an  army  to  Jerusitlem, 
to  place  his  statues  in  the  temple, f  and  coni- 
munded  him  that,  in  case  the  Jews  would  not 
admit  of  them,  be  should  slay  those  that  op- 
posed it,  and  carry  all  tbe  rest  of  the  nation 
into  captivity:  hut  God  concerned  himself 
with  tlicse  bin  commands.  However,  Petro- 
nius marched  out  of  Antioch  into  Judea, 
with  three  legions,  and  many  Syrian  auxili- 
aries. Now  ns  to  the  Jews,  some  of  them 
could  not  believe  the  stories  that  spake  of  a 
war;  but  tho^e  that  did  believe  them  were 
in  tbe  utmost  distress  how  to  defend  them- 
selves, nnd  tbe  terror  dilfused  itself  presently 
through  tbem  all;  for  the  army  was  already 
come  to  Ptolemais. 

2.  This  Ptolemais  is  a  roaritime  city  of 
Galilee,  built  in  tbe  great  plain.  It  is  en- 
CL'Uipasted  with  mountains:  that  on  the  east 
side,  sixty  furlongs  otT,  belongs  to  Galilee  ; 
hut  that  on  the  south  belongs  to  Carmel, 
which  is  distant  from  it  a  hundred  and  twenty 
furlongs;  and  that  on  tbe  north  is  the  high- 
est of  them  all,  and  is  called  by  the  people  ot 
the  country.  The  Ladder  of  the  Tyrians, 
which  is  at  the  distance  of  a  hundred  furlongs. 
The  very  small  river  Belus  J  runs  by  it,  at 
the  distance  of  two  furlongs;  near  which 
there  is  Memnou's  monument,  §  and  hath 
near  it  a  place  no  larger  than  a  hundred  cu- 
bits, which  deserves  admiration;  for  the  place 
is  round  and  hollow,  and  affords  such  sand 
as  glass  is  made  of;  which  place  when  it  hath 
been  emptied  by  the  many  ships  there  loaded, 
it  is  fdled  again  by  the  winds,  which  bring 
into  it,  as  it  were  on  purpose,  that  sand  which 
lay  remote,  and  whs  no  more  than  bare  com- 
mon sand,  while  this  mine  presently  turns  it 
into  glassy  sand;  and  what  is  to  me  still  more 
wondertul,  that  glassy  sand  which  is  super- 
dirous,    and   is   once    removed    out    of    the 

+  Tacitus  owns  that  Cains  conimaDded  the  Jews  te 
place  hi»  effigica  in  their  ttriiiple,  though  he  be  mistaken 
when  he  adds  that  the  Jews  therfvipnn  tonk  arms. 

%  This  account  of  a  place  near  the  mouth  of  the  rivei 
Oelus  io  rha'nicia,  whence  came  thai  sand  out  ofwhinb 
the  anti<?tits  madr  their  glass,  is  a  koonvn  thing  in  hi» 
itir^' ;  part'ciihirly  in  Tacitus  and  Sirabo,  and  mort 
largely  in  Plmy. 

i  This  McmnuD  had  several  monuments,-  and  one  ni 
ihim  appMir*,  buth  by  Slrabu  and  fjio-iorus.  to  haw 
b«*o  io  Syria,  and  not  unprrbdhlv  In  thft  vev>  ptat9«.       ' 
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place,  becomes  bare  common  sand  again;  and 
this  is  the  nature  of  the  place  we  are  speak- 
ing of. 

3.  But  now  the  Jews  jot  together  in  great 
n:imbers.  with  their  wives  and  children,  into 
tiiat  plain  that  was  by  Ptolemais,  and  made 
eupp!ii*ation  to  Petronius.  first  for  tbeir  laws, 
und,  in  the  next  place,  for  themselves.  So 
he  was  prevailed  upon  by  the  mullitu(!e  of 
the  supplicants,  and  by  their  supplications, 
ajid  left  bis  army  and  statues  at  Ptolemais, 
and  then  went  forward  into  Galilee,  aixl  called 
together  the  multitude  and  all  the  men  of 
note  to  Tiberias,  and  showed  them  the  power 
of  the  Romans,  and  tbe  tbreatenings  of  Cie^ar  ; 
and,  besides  this,  proved  that  their  petition 
was  unreasonable,  l>ecause,  while  all  tbe  iia. 
tions  in  subjection  to  them  had  placed  the 
images  of  Caesar  in  their  several  cities,  among 
the  rest  of  their  gods, — for  them  alone  to 
oppose  it,  was  almost  like  tbe  behaviour  of 
revoI:ers,  and  was  injurious  to  Cssar. 

4.  And  when  they  insisted  on  tbeir  law, 
and  the  custom  of  their  country,  and  bow  it 
was  not  only  not  permitted  them  '.o  make 
either  an  image  of  God,  or  indeed  of  a  man, 
and  to  put  it  in  any  despicable  (>art  of  tbeir 
country,  much  less  in  the  temple  itself,  Petro- 
nius replied.  *'  And  am  not  I  also,"  said  be, 
"bound  to  keep  the  law  of  my  own  lord? 
For  if  I  traiisgre^:*  it,  and  spare  you,  it  is  but 
just  that  I  perish;  while  he  that  sent  me, 
and  not  I,  will  commence  a  war  against  you: 
for  1  ani  under  command  as  uell  as  you." 
Hereupon  the  whole  multitude  cried  out,  that 
they  were  ready  to  suffer  fur  tlieir  i.iw.  Pe- 
tronius then  quieted  them,  and  said  lo  them. 
*'  "VVili  you  then  make  wur  agiiinst  Caesar?" 
The  Jews  said,  "  M'e  offer  sacritjces  twice 
every  day  for  Cxsar.  and  for  tbe  Roman  peo* 
pie;"  but  that  if  he  %vould  place  the  images 
among  them,  be  must  first  sacrifice  the  whole 
Jennsb  nation;  and  that  they  were  ready  to 
expose  themselves,  toeelher  wilhlheirchilrireu 
and  wives,  to  he  slain.  \t  this  Petronius 
was  astonijihed  and  pitied  them  on  account  of 
the  inexpressible  sense  of  religion  tbe  men 
were  under,  and  that  courage  of  theirs 
which  made  them  ready  to  die  for  it;  so  they 
were  dismissed  witbout  success. 

5.  But  on  tbe  following  days,  he  got  to- 
gether the  men  of  power  privately,  and  the 
multitude  publiclv,  and  sometimes  he  used 
persuasions  to  them,  and  sometimes  be  gave 
them  his  advice;  but  he  chiefly  made  use  of 
tbreatenings  to  them,  and  insisted  upon  t4ie 
power  of  the  Romans,  and  the  anger  of  Caius; 
and,  besides,  upon  the  necessity  be  was  him- 
self under  [to  do  as  he  was  enjoined].  But 
as  they  could  no  way  be  prevailed  upon,  and 
he  saw  that  tbe  country  was  in  danger  of  lying 
without  tillage  (for  it  was  about  seed-time 
that  the  multitude  continued  for  fifty  days 
together  idle),  so  be  at  last  got  them  together, 
aud  told  them  that  it  was  best  for  him  to  ruu 


some  hazard  himself;  "for  either,  by  the  di- 
vine assistance,  1  shall  prevail  with  Ca-sar ; 
and  shall  myself  escape  tbe  dai>ger  as  well  a* 
you,  wnich  will  be  matter  of  joy  to  us  both; 
or,  in  case  Caesar  continue  in  bis  rage,  I  will 
be  ready  to  expose  my  own  life  for  such  a 
great  number  as  you  are."  M'bereupon  he 
dismissed  tbe  multitude,  who  prayed  greallv 
for  his  prosperit) ;  and  he  took  the  army  "lut 
of  Ptolemais,  and  returned  to  Antioch;  from 
whence  he  presently  sent  an  epistle  to  Caesar, 
and  informed  bim  of  tbe  irruption  he  hud 
made  into  Judea,  and  of  tbe  supplications  of 
tbe  nation;  and  that  unless  he  had  a  mind  to 
lose  both  the  country  and  tbe  men  in  it,  he 
must  permit  them  to  keep  tbeir  law,  and  must 
countermand  bi?  former  injunction.  Caius 
answered  that  epistle  in  a  violent  way,  and 
threatened  to  have  Petronius  put  to  death 
fur  his  being  so  tardy  in  the  execution  ol 
wh«t  he  had  commanded.  But  it  happened 
that  those  who  brought  Caius's  epistle  were 
tossed  by  a  storm,  and  were  detained  on  the 
sea  for  three  months,  while  others  that  brought 
tbe  news  of  Caius's  death  had  a  good  voyage. 
Accordingly,  Petronius  received  the  epistle 
concerning  Caius,  seven-and-twenty  da\-g 
before  be  received  that  which  was  against 
bims«l£ 


CHAPTER  XI. 

COKCERNrNG  THK  GOVERNMENT  OJ  CLAI?- 
PIDS,  AND  THE  REIGN  OF  AGBIPPA,  COH- 
CERMNG  THE  DEATH  OF  AGRIPPA  AND 
OF  HEROD,  AND  W  HAT  CHILDREN  THEY 
lOTU  LEFT  lEJlIND  THEM. 

§  1.  Now  when  Caius  had  reigned  three  years 
and  eight  months,  and  bad  been  slain  by 
treachery,  Claudius  was  hurried  away  by  the 
armies  that  were  at  Rome  to  take  tbe  govern- 
ment upon  him;  but  the  senate,  upon  the 
reference  of  the  consuls,  Sentins  Satuminut, 
and  Pomponius  Secundus,  gave  orders  to  the 
three  regiments  of  soldiers  that  staid  with 
them,  to  keep  the  city  quiet,  and  went  up 
into  tbe  Capitol  in  grcKt  numbers,  and  resolx  ert 
to  oppose  Claudius  by  force,  on  account  of 
the  barbarous  treatnient  they  had  met  with 
from  Caius:  and  they  determined  either  to 
settle  the  nation  under  an  aristocracy,  as  they 
had  of  old  been  governed,  or  at  least  to  choose 
by  vote  such  a  one  for  emperor  as  migbt  be 
wortby  of  it. 

2.  Kow  it  happened,  that  at  this  time 
Agrippa  sojourned  at  Rome,  and  that  both 
tbe  senate  called  him  to  consult  with  them, 
and  at  the  same  time  Claudius  sent  for  him 
out  of  tbe  camp,  that  he  might  be  serviceable 
to  him,  as  he  shoultl  have  occasion  for  bit 
service.  So  he,  f  erceivinp  that  Claudius  wa*- 
in  effect  made  Cie^ar  already,  went  to  him^' 
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who  sent  him,  as  an  ambassador  to  the  senate 
to  let  them  know  what  his  intentions  were : 
that,  in  the  first  place,  it  was  without  his  seek- 
ing, that  he  was  hurried  away  by  the  soldiers; 
moreover,  that  he  thought  it  was  not  just  to 
desert  those  soldiers  in  sucli  their  zeal  for 
him,  and  that  if  he  should  do  so,  his  own  for- 
tune would  be  an  uncertainty;  for  that  it  was 
a  dangerous  ca*e  to  hav«  been  once  called  to 
the  umpire.  He  added  farther,  that  he  would 
administer  the  government  as  u  ^'ood  prince, 
and  not  like  a  tyrant;  for  that  he  would  be 
satisfied  with  the  honour  of  being  called  Em- 
peror, but  would,  in  every  one  of  his  action'!, 
permit  them  all  to  give  him  their  advice;  for 
that  although  he  had  not  been  by  nature  for 
moderation,  yet  would  the  death  of  Caius 
atford  him  a  sufficient  demonstration  how 
soberly  he  ought  to  act  in  that  station. 

3.  This  message  was  delivered  by  Agrippa: 
(o  which  the  senate  replied,  that  since  they 
had  an  army,  and  the  wisest  counsels  on  their 
side,  they  would  not  endure  a  voluntary  sla- 
very. When  Claudius  heard  what  answer  the 
senate  had  made,  be  sent  Agrippa  to  them 
again,  with  the  following  message: — That  he 
could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  betrajing  them 
that  had  given  their  oaths  to  be  true  to  him; 
and  that  he  saw  he  must  fight,  though  unwil- 
lingly, against  such  as  he  had  no  mind  to 
fight;  that,  however  [if  it  did  come  to  that], 
it  was  proper  to  choose  a  place  without  the 
city  for  the  war,  because  it  was  not  agreeable 
to  piety  to  pollute  the  temple**  o{  their  own 
city  with  the  blood  of  their  own  countrymen, 
and  this  only  on  occa^on  of  their  imprudent 
conduct.  And  wlicn  Agrippa  had  heard  this 
message,  he  delivered  it  to  the  senators. 

4.  In  the  mean  time,  one  of  the  soldiers 
belonging  to  the  senate  drew  his  sword,  and 
cried  out,  "  O  my  fellow-soldiers,  what  is  the 
Dieaning  of  this  choice  of  ours,  to  kill  our 
brethren,  and  to  use  violence  to  our  kindred 
that  are  with  ClaudiusI  while  we  may  have 
bim  for  our  emperor  whom  no  one  can  blame, 
and  who  hath  so  many  just  reasons  [to  lay 
claim  to  the  government]  I  and  this  with 
regard  to  those  against  whom  we  are  going  to 
fight!"  When  he  had  said  this,  he  marched 
through  the  whole  senate,  and  carried  all  the 
ftoldiers  along  with  him.  Upon  which  all  the 
patricians  were  immediately  in  a  great  fright 
at  their  being  thus  deserted.  But  still,  he- 
cause  there  appeared  no  other  way  whither 
they  could  turn  themselves  for  deliverance, 
they  made  haste  the  same  way  with  the  sol- 
diers, and  went  to  Claudius.  But  those  that 
had  the  greatest  luck  in  flattering  the  good 
fortune  of  Claudius  betimes,  met  them  before 
the  walls  with  their  naked  swords,  and  there 
was  reason  to  fear  that  those  that  came  first 
might  have  been  in  danger,  before  Claudius 
could  know  what  violence  the  soldiers  were 
gnjn^  to  offer  them,  had  not  Agrippa  run 
l^efore,  and  told  him  what  a  dangerous  thing 


they  were  going  about,  and  that  unless  he 
restrained  the  violence  of  these  men,  who 
were  in  a  fit  of  madness  against  the  patricians^ 
he  would  lose  those  on  whose  account  it  was 
most  desirable  to  rule,  and  would  be  emperor 
over  a  desert. 

5.  When  Claudius  heard  this  he  restrained 
the  violence  of  the  soldiery,  and  received  tbe 
attnate  into  the  camp,  and  treated  them  after 
an  obliging  manner,  and  went  out  with  them 
presently,  to  offer  their  thank-offerings  to  God, 
which  were  proper  upon  his  first  coming  to 
the  empire.  Jloreover,  he  bestowed  on  Agrip- 
pa his  whole  paternal  kingdom  immediately, 
and  added  to  it,  besides  those  countries  that 
had  been  given  by  Augustus  to  Herod,  Tra- 
chonitis,  and  Auranitis,  and  still  besides  these, 
that  kingdom  which  was  called  the  kingdom 
of  Lysanias.  This  gift  he  declared  to  the 
people  by  a  decree,  but  ordered  the  magis- 
trates to  have  the  donation  engraved  on 
tithles  of  brass,  and  to  be  set  up  in  the  Capi- 
tol. He  bestowed  on  bis  brother  Herod,  who 
was  also  his  son-in-law,  by  marrying  [his 
daughter]  Bernice,  the  kingdom  of  Chalcis. 

0.  So  now  riches  flowed  in  to  Agrippa  by 
his  enjoyment  of  so  large  a  dominion  ;  nor 
did  he  abuse  the  money  he  had  on  small  mat- 
ters, but  he  began  to  encompass  Jerusalem 
with  such  a  wall,  which,  had  it  been  brought 
to  perfection,  bad  made  it  impracticable  for  the 
Romans  to  take  it  by  siege ;  but  his  death, 
which  happened  at  Cesarea,  before  he  bad 
raised  the  walls  to  their  due  height,  prevented 
him.  He  had  then  reigned  three  years,  as  be 
bad  governed  his  tetrarchies  three  other  years. 
He  left  behind  him  three  daughters,  born  to 
him  by  Cypros ;  Bernice,  Mariamne,  and 
Drusilla;  and  a  son  born  of  the  same  mother, 
whose  name  was  Agrippa:  he  was  left  a  very 
young  child,  so  that  Claudius  made  the  coun- 
try a  Roman  province,  and  sent  Cuspius  Fa- 
dus  to  be  its  procurator,  and  after  him  Tibe- 
rius Alexander,  who,  making  no  alterations 
of  the  ancient  laws,  kept  the  nation  in  tran- 
fjuillity.  Now  after  this,  Herod  the  king  of 
Chalcis  died,  and  left  behind  him  two  sons, 
born  to  him  of  his  brother's  daughter  Bernice  ; 
their  names  were  Bernicianus,  and  Hyrcanus. 
[He  also  left  behind  him]  Aristobulus,  whom 
he  had  by  his  former  wife  Mariamne.  There 
was  besides,  another  brother  of  his  that  died  a 
private  person,  his  name  was  also  Aristobulus, 
who  left  behind  him  a  daughter,  whose  name 
was  Jotape :  and  these,  as  I  have  formerly 
said,  were  the  children  of  Aristobulus,  the  son 
of  Herod;  which  Aristobulus  and  Alexander 
were  born  to  Herod  by  Mariamne,  and  wre 
slain  by  bim.  But  as  for  Alexander's  pos*,e- 
rity,  they  reigned  in  Armenia. 
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MANT  TUMULTS  CNDEB  CCMANCS,  WHICH 
WERE  COMPOSED  BV  QLADEATUS.  FELIX  IS 
PHCCDRATOE  OF  JODEA.  AGRIPFA  IS  ADVAN- 
CED FEOM  CHALCIS  TO  A  GBEATEE  KINGDOM. 

§  1.  Now  after  the  death  of  Herod,  king  of 
Chalris,   Claudius   set    Agrippa,  the  son   of 
Agrippa,    over   his   uncle's   kingdom,    while 
Cumanus  took  upon  him  the  office  of  procu- 
rator of  the  rest,  which  was  a  Roman  province, 
and  therein  he  succeeded  Alexander ;   under 
which  Cumanus  began  the  troubles,  and  the 
Jews'  ruin  catne  on  ;  for  when  the  multitude 
were  come  together  to  Jerusalem,  to  the  feast 
of  unleavened  bread,  and  a  Roman  cohort  stood 
over  the   cloisters  of  the  temple   (for  they 
always  were  armed  and   kept  guard   at  the 
festivals,  to  prevent  any  innovation  which  the 
multitude  thus  gathered  togethermightmake), 
one  of  the  soldiers  pulled  back  his  garment, 
and  cowering  down  after  an  indecent  manner, 
turned  his  breech  to  the  Jews,  and  spake  such 
words  as  you  might  expect  upon  such  a  pos- 
ture.   At  this  the  whole  multitude  had  indig- 
nation, and  made  a  clamour  to  Cumanus,  that 
he  would  punish  the  soldier;  while  the  rasher 
part  of  the  youth,  and  such  as  were  naturally 
the  most   tumultuous   fell   to  fighting,   and 
caught  up  stones,  and  threw  them  at  the  sol- 
diers.    Upon  which  Cumanus  was  alraid  lest 
all  the  people  should  make  an  assault  upon 
him,  and  sent  to  call  for  more  armed  men, 
who,  when  they  came  in  great  numbers  into 
the  cloisters,  the  Jews  were  in  a  very  great 
consternation ;  and  being  beaten  out  of  the 
temple,  (hey  ran  into  the  city ;  and  the  vio- 
lence with  which  they  crowded  to  get  out  was 
60  great,  that  they  trod  upon  each  other,  and 
squeezed  one  another,  till  ten  thousand  of  them 
were  killed,  insomuch  that  this  feast  became 
the  cause  of  mourning  to  the  whole  nation,  and 
every  family  lamented  [their  own  relations]. 
2.'  Now  there  followed  after  this  anotber 
CHlamity,  which  arose  from  a  tumult  made  by 
robbers;  for  at  the  public  road  of  Beth-horen, 
niie  Stephen,  a  servant  of  Caesar,  carried  some 
furniture,  which   the   robbers  fell  upon  and 
siM/t-d.     Upon  this  Cumanus  sent  men  to  go 
rr  Mild  about  to  the  neighbouring  villages,  and 
t  .  bring  their  inhabitants  to  him  hound,  as 
liiying  it  to  their  charge  that  they  had  not  pur- 
sued after  the  thieves,  and  caught  them.   Now 
here  it  was  that  a  certain  soldier,  finding  the 
eacred  book  of  the  law,  tore  it  to  pieces,  and 
threw  it  into  the  fire.*     Hereupon  the  Jews 
were  in  great  disorder,  as  if  their  whole  coun- 
try were  in  a  flame,  and  assembled  themselves 

•  Reland  notei  her*,  that  the  Talmud,  in  reconnting 
Icn  sad  accidcDts  for  which  the  Jews  ouglit  (o  rend  their 
^rmeoti,  reckon*  this  for  ODC  r— "  ^*  heu  the)  hear  thai 
Uw  law  of  Ood  is  bamt.^ 


so  many  of  them  by  their  zeal  for  their  religion, 
as  by  an  engine;  and  ran  together  with  united 
I  clamour  to  Cesarea,  to  Cumanus,  and  made 
supplication  to  him  that  he  would  not  over- 
look  this  man,  who  had  offered  such  an  affront 
to  God,  and  to  his  law ;  hut  punish  him  for 
what  he  had  done.  Accordingly, be  perceiving 
that  the  multitude  would  not  be  quiet  unless 
thev  had  a  comfortable  answer  from  him,  gave 
order  that  the  soldier  should  be  brought,  and 
drawn  through  those  that  required  to  have 
him  punished  to  execution ;  which  being  done, 
the  Jews  went  their  ways. 

3.  After  this  there  happened  a  fight  between 
the  Galileans  and  the  Samaritans;  it  happened 
at  a  village  called  Gemon,  which  is  situate  in 
the  great  plain  of  Samaria;  where  as  a  great 
number  of  Jews  were  going  up  to  Jerufalem 
to  the  feast  [of  tabernacles],  a  certain  Gait- 
lean  was  slain  ;  and  besides  a  vast  number 
of  people  ran  together  out  of  Galilee,  in  order 
to  fight  with  the  Samaritans.  But  the  prin- 
cipal  men  among  them  came  to  Cumanus,  and 
besought  him  that,  before  the  evil  became 
incurable,  he  would  come  into  Galilee,  and 
bring  the  authors  of  this  murder  to  punish- 
ment; for  that  there  was  no  other  way  to 
make  the  multitude  separate,  without  coming 
to  blows.  However,  Cumanus  postpone* 
their  supplications  to  the  other  affairs  he  was 
then  about,  and  sent  the  petitioners  away 
without  success. 

4.  But  when  the  affair  of  this  murder 
came  to  be  told  at  Jerusalem,  it  put  the  mul- 
titude into  disorder,  and  they  left  the  feast; 
and  without  any  generals  to  conduct  them, 
they  marched  with  great  violence  to  Samaria; 
nor'  would  they  be  ruled  by  any  of  the  ma^ 
gistrates  that  were  set  over  them ;  but  they 
were  managed  by  one  Eleazar,  the  son  of 
Dineus,  and  by  Alexander,  in  these  their 
thievish  and  seditious  attempts.  These  men 
fell  upon  those  that  were  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Acrabatene  toparchy.  and  slew  them, 
without  sparing  any  age,  and  set  the  villages 
on  tire. 

5.  But  Cumanus  took  one  troop  of  horse- 
men, called  the  Troop  of  Sebaste,  out  of  Ce- 
sarea, and  came  to  the  assistance  of  those  that 
were  spoiled;  he  also  seized  upon  a  great  num- 
ber of  those  that  followed  Eleazar,  and  slew 
more  <'f  them.  And  as  for  the  rest  of  the 
niultituile  of  those  that  went  so  zealously  to 
tiglit  with  the  Samaritans,  the  rulers  of  Jeru- 
salem ran  out,  clothed  with  sackcloth,  and 
having  ashes  on  their  heads,  and  begged  of 
them  to  go  their  ways,  lest  by  their  attempt 
to  revenge  themselves  upon  the  Samaritans, 
they  should  provoke  the  Romans  to  come 
against  Jerusalem;  to  have  compassion  upon 
their  country  and  temple,  their  children  and 
their  wives,  and  not  bring  the  utmost  dangers 
of  destruction  upon  them,  in  order  to  avenge 
themselves  upon  one  Galilean  only.  The 
Jews    complied    with    these    persuasions   of 
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theirs,  and  dispersed  themselves;  but  still 
there  were  a  great  number  who  betook  them- 
selves to  robbing,  in  hopes  of  impunity;  and 
rapines  and  insurrections  of  the  bolder  sort 
happened  over  the  whole  country.  And  the 
men  of  power  among  the  Samaritans  came  to 
Tyre,  to  Ummidius  Quadratu^,"  the  presi- 
dent of  Syria,  and  desired  that  they  that  had 
laid  waste  the  country  might  be  punished  : 
the  great  men  also  of  the  Jews,  and  Jonathan 
the  son  of  AnanuR,  the  high-priest,  came 
thithiT,  and  said  that  the  Samaritans  were  the 
beginners  of  the  disturbance,  on  account  of 
th^t  murder  they  had  committed;  and  that 
Cumanushad  given  occasion  to  what  had  hap- 
pened, by  his  unwillingness  to  punish  the 
original  authors  of  that  murder. 

6.  Hut  Quadratas  put  both  parties  off  for 
that  time,  and  told  them,  that  when  he  should 
(•i>me  to  those  places  he  would  make  a  diligent 
irK|i]iry  after  every  circumstance,  .\fter  which 
he  went  to  Cesarea,  and  crucified  all  those 
(vliorn  Cumanus  had  taken  alive;  and  when 
iriim  thence  be  was  come  to  the  city  Lydda, 
he  beard  the  affair  of  the  Siminrilnns,  ami  sent 
for  eighteen  of  the  Jews,  w  horn  he  had  learned 
to  have  been  concerned  in  that  fii;ht,  and  be- 

^beaded  them;  but  he  sent  two  otbe.sof  those 
r  ^hat  were  of  the  greatest  power  an)ong  ihcm, 
and  both  Jonathan  and  Ananias,  the  high- 
priests,  as  also  Ananus  the  son  of  this  Ana- 
nia-,  and  certain  others  that  were  eminent 
among  the  Jews,  to  Casar;  as  he  did  in  like 
manner  by  the  most  illustrious  of  the  Sama- 
ritans. He  also  ordered  that  Cumanus  [the 
procurator]  and  Ccler  the  tribune  should  sail 
to  Rome,  in  order  to  give  an  account  of  what 
li^nl  been  done  to  Caesar.  When  he  had  fin-1 
islied  these  matters,  he  went  up  from  I,\dda 
to  Jerusalem,  and  finding  (he  multitude  1-cle- 
brating  their  feast  of  unleavened  bread  with- 
oj:t  any  tutnult,  he  returned  to  Antioch. 

7.  Now  when  Ca;sar  at  Rome  had  heard 
what  Cumanus  and  the  Samaritans  had  to 
say  (where  it  was  done  in  the  hearing  of 
Airrippa,  who  zealously  espoused  the  cause  of 
the  Jews,  as  in  like  manner  many  of  the  great 
men  stood  by  Cumanus),  he  condemned  the 
Samaritans,  and  commanded  that  three  of  the 
most  powerful  men  among  them  should  be 
put  to  death:  he  banished  Cumanus,  and  sent 
Celer  bound  to  Jerusalem,  to  be  delivered 
over  to  the  Jews  to  be  tormented  ;  that  he 
should  be  drawn  round  the  city,  and  then 
beheaded. 

8.  After  this  Cesar  sent  Felix, f  the  bro- 

•  This  Unimidins,  or  Nnmidius,  or.  as  Tacitus  calls 
him,  Vinidius  Quadratu?,  is  nientioned  in  an  ancient  in- 
Bcription.  still  presrrrrd,  as  Spanlielra  here  infunns  us, 
which  calls  him  Vmmtdius  Quatlratus. 

+  Tate  llie  character  of  thisFelii  (who  is  well  known) 
from  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  particularly  from  his 
tremhliog  when  St.  i'aul  discoursed  of  "ritihteousness. 
ebaslily.  and  judemew  to  come"  {Aclsxxl*.  2.1);  and 
DO  woDdt-r.  when  we  iave  elsewhere  seen  that  hi-  lived 
In  adultery  wilh  Urusilla.  another  mm. '•  wile  (Aniiq  h 
ex.  ob.  Tii,  sect  11.  ifl  «be  words  of  Tacitus,  produced  l 


ther  of  Pallas,  to  be  procurator  of  Galilee 
and  Samaria,  and  Perea,  and  removed  Agrippa 
from  Chalcis  unto  a  greater  kingdom;  for 
he  gave  him  the  tetrarchy  which  had  belonged 
to  Philip,  which  contained  Catanea,  Tnidio- 
nitis,  and  Gaulonitis:  he  added  to  it  the  king- 
dom of  Lysanias,  and  that  province  [Abilene] 
which  Varus  had  governed.  Hut  Claudius 
himself,  «  hen  he  haii  administered  the  govern- 
ment thirteen  years,  eight  months, and  twenty 
days,  died,  and  left  Nero  to  be  his  successor 
in  the  empire,  whom  he  had  adopted  by  his 
wife  Agrippina's  delusions,  in  order  to  be  his 
successor,  although  he  had  a  son  of  his  O'vn 
whose  name  was  Britannicus,  by  Messalina 
his  former  wife,  and  a  daughter  whose  name 
was  Octavia,  whom  he  had  tnarricd  to  Nero; 
he  had  also  another  dattghter  by  Petina,  w  hose 
name  was  Antonia. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

NEItO  ADDS  FOUR  CITIES  TO  AGRIPPa's  KING- 
DOM; Bl'T  THE  OTllltt  PARTS  OF  JUDEA 
WERE  UND1:r  FELIX.  THE  DISTURBANCES 
WIIKTI  WERE  RAISED  BY  THE  SICARII,  THE 
MAGICIANS,  AND  AN  EGYPTIAN  FALSE 
PROPHET.  THE  JEWS  AND  SYRIANS  HAVE 
A  CONTEST  AT  CESAULA. 

§  1.  Now  as  to  the  many  things  in  which 
Nero  acted  like  a  madman,  out  of  the  extra- 
vagant degree  of  the  felicity  and  riches  which 
he  enjojed,  and  by  that  means  used  his  good 
fortune  to  the  injury  of  others;  and  after 
what  manner  he  slew  his  brother,  and  wife, 
and  mother;  from  whom  his  barbarity  spread 
itself  to  others  that  were  most  nearly  related 
to  bim ;  and  how,  at  last,  he  was  so  distracted 
that  he  became  an  actor  in  the  scenes,  and 

here  by  Dean  Aldrich:  "  Felix  exercised  (says  Tacitus) 
the  authority  of  a  king,  with  the  disposftiou  of  a  slave, 
and  reljiiie  upon  the  Rreat  power  of  bis  brother  Pallas 
at  court,  tboUL;ht  he  mitilit  safely  he  guilty  of  all  kinds 
ol  wicked  practices."  Observe  also  the  time  when  he 
was  made  procurator.  »,  D.  52;  that  when  St.  Paul 
pleaded  his  cause  before  •fiim,  a.  d.  38.  he  mif;hl  have 
been  •*  many  jears  a  judge  unto  that  nation,"  as  SL  Paul 
says  he  had  then  been  (Actsxxiv.  10);  but  as  to  what 
Tacitus  here  says,  that  tietbre  the  death  of  Cumanus. 
Felix  was  procurator  over  Samaria  only,  it  does  not 
well  agree  wilh  St.  Paul's  words,  who  would  hardly 
have  called  Samaria  a  Jewish  nation.  In  short,  since 
what  Tacitus  here  says  is  about  countries  very  remote 
from  Korae,  wliere  he  lived:  since  what  he  saya  of  two 
Homan  procurators,  the  one  over  Galilee.  Ihe  othei 
over  Samaria  at  the  same  time,  is  without  all  example 
elsewhere;  and  sinci-  Jnseplius,  who  lived  at  that  very 
time  in  .liidea,  appears  to  have  known  nothing  of  this 
procuratorship  of  Felix,  before  the  dealh  of  Coiruinus, 
— 1  much  suspect  the  story  itself  as  notliini,'  better  than 
a  mistake  ol  Tacitus,  especially  when  it  seems  Dot  onlf 
oiiiittrd.  but  contradicted  by  Josepbus,  as  any  one  ma/ 
find  that  compares  their  histories  to(»'ther.  Fossih!/ 
Felix  mi:;ht  have  been  a  subiirdiiiale  judce  among  the 
Jews  sometinie  before,  under  Cuiiiai.us;  but  that  he  was 
in  earnest  a  procurator  of  Samaria  before.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve. Bishop  IVaiMin,  as  well  as  Ribhop  I.tiivd.  quote 
thii  act'iiiiu.  but  with  a  duobniil  clause:  .S'l  /iiUs  Ta- 
Clto.  •■  il  we  tiiav  believe  ■fai-ilus  ■  Pears.  Aoual.  Pau- 
liD.  page  H.  Marshall's  Ta'-'-^  al  *.  I),  -lit. 
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npOB  the  theatre, — I  omit  to  say  any  more 
about  them,  because  there  are  writers  enough 
npoi!  those  subjects  everywhere;  but  I  shall 
turn  myself  to  those  actions  of  his  time  in 
which  the  Jews  were  concerned. 

2.  Nero  therefore  bestowed  the  kingdom 
of"the  Lesser  Armenia  upon  Aristobulus, 
Herod's'  son,  and  he  added  to  Apiippa's 
kingdom  four  cities,  with  the  toparcbics  to 
them  belonging:  I  mean  Abila,  and  that 
Julias  which  is  in  Perca,  Tarichea  also,  and 
Tiberias  of  Galilee;  but  over  the  rest  of  Judea 
he  made  Febx  procurator.  This  Felix  took 
Eleazar  the  arch  robber,  and  many  that  were 
with  him,  alive,  when  they  bad  ravaged  the 
country  for  twenty  years  together,  and  sent 
them  to  Rome;  but  as  to  the  number  of  the 
robbers  whom  he  caused  to  be  crucified,  and  of 
those  who  were  caught  among  them,  and 
whom  he  brought  to  punishment,  they  were  a 
multitude  not  to  be  enumerated. 

3.  When  the  country  was  purged  of  these, 
there    sprang  up  another  sort  of  robbers  in 
Jerusalem,   which   were    called    Siiarii,   who 
slew  men  in  the  day-time,  and  in  the  midst  of 
the  city;  this  they  did  chiefly  at  the  festivals, 
when  they  mingled    themselves   among   the 
mu'.titudei  and  concealed  daggers  under  their 
garments,  with  which  they  stiil.'ied  those  that 
were  their  enemies;  and  when  any  fell  down 
dead,  the  murderers  became  a  part  of  those 
that  had  iniiignation  against  them  ;  by  « lich 
means  they  appeared  persons  of  such  reputa- 
tion, that  they  could  by  no  means  be  discover- 
ed   '  The   first  man  who  was  slain  by  them 
was  Jonathan    the    bigh-priest.  after  whose 
death  many  were  slain  every  daj,  while  tlie  ] 
fear  men  were  in  of  being  so  served,  was  more 
afflicting  than  the  calamity  itself ;  and  while! 
every  body  expected  dealh  every  hour,  as  men 
do  in  war,  so  men  were  obliged  to  look  be- 
fore them,  and  to  take  notice  of  their  enemies 
at  a  great  distance;  nor,  if  their  friends  were 
coming  to  ttem,  durst  they  trust  them  any 
longer;  but,  in  the  midst  of  their  suspicions 
and  guarding  of  themselves,  they  were  slain. 
Such  was  the  celerity  of  the  plotters  against 
them,    and    so    cunning,   was   their    contriv- 

4.  There  was  also  another  body  of  wicked 
men  gotten  together,  not  so  impure  in  their 
actions,  but  more  wicked  in  their  intentions, 
who  laid  waste  the  happy  state  of  the  city  no 
le=s  than  did  these  murderers.  These  were 
such  men  as  deceived  and  deluded  the  people 
under  pretence  of  divine  inspiration,  but 
were  for  procuring  innovations  and  changes 
of  the  government;  and  these  prevailed  with 
the  multitueJ  to  act  like  madmen,  and  went 
before  them  into  the  wilderness,  as  pretend- 
ing that  God  would  there  show  them  the 
signals  of  liberty;  but  Felix  thought  this 
procedure  was  to  be  the  beginning  of  a  revolt; 

•  i  «.  Herod,  ting  vl  Cbiikia. 


60  he  Bent  some  hor»«men  and  footmen,  bvtk 
armed,  who  destroyed  a  great  number  of 
them. 

5.  But  there  was  an  Egyptian  false  pro- 
phet that  did  the  Jews  more  mischief  than 
the  former  ;  for  be  was  a  cheat,  and  pretended 
to  be  a  prophet  also,  and  got  together  thirty 
thousand  men  that  were  deluded  by  bim; 
these  he  led  round  about  from  the  wilderness 
to  the  mount  which  was  called  the  Mount  of 
Olives,  and  was  ready  to  break  into  Jerusa- 
lem hv  force  from  that  place;  and  if  be  could 
but  once  conquer  the  Roman  garrison  and 
the  people,  he  intended  to  domineer  oxer 
'hem  by  the  assistance  of  those  guards  of  his 
that  were  to  break  into  the  city  with  him; 
but  Felix  prevented  his  attempt,  and  met  hiin 
with  his  Roman  soldiers,  while  all  the  peop'e 
assisted  him  in  his  attack  upon  them,  insonuu  h 
that,  when  it  came  to  a  battle,  the  Egypli.'H 
ran  away,  with  a  few  others,  while  ihe 
greate^t  part  of  those  that  were  with  him  were 
cither  destroyed  or  taken  alive;  but  the  r<  -t 
of  the  multitude  were  dispersed  every  one  ti. 
their  own  bomea  and  there  concealed  them- 
selves. .       ,   .    , 

6.  Now,  when  these  were  quieted,  it  hx{:- 
pened,  as  it  does  in  a  diseased  body,  that  ui.. 
other  part  was  subject  to  an  inflammation  ;  lor 
a  company  of  deceivers  and  robbers  got  to- 
gether,  ai'id    persuaded  the  Jews  to  revolt, 
and  exhorted  them  to  assert  their  liberty,  in- 
fiicting  death  on  those  that  continued  in  obe- 
dience to  the  Roman  government,  and  saying, 
that  such  as  willingly  chose  slavery  on^bt  to 
be  forced  from  such  their  desired  inclinations; 
for    they    parted    themselves   into     diflerent 
bodies,   and  lay  in    wait  up  and    down  the 
country,  and  plundered  the  houses  of  the  great 
men,  a'nd  slew  the  men  themselves,  anil  set  the 
vilkges  on   fire;  and  this  till  all  Judea  was 
filled  with  the  effects  of  their  madness.     And 
thus  the  flame  was  every  day  more  and  more 
blown  up,  till  it  came  to  a  direct  war. 

7.   There  was  also  another  disturbance  at 

Cesarea: those  Jews  who  were  mixed  with 

the  Syrians  that  lived  there,  raising  a  tunmlt 
against  them.  The  Jews  pretended  that  the 
city  was  theirs,  and  said  that  he  who  built  it 
was  a  Jew;  meaning  king  Herod.  The 
Syrians  confessed  also  that  its  builder  was  a 
Jew;  but  they  still  said,  however,  that  the 
■ity  was  a  Grecian  city;  for  that  be  who  set 
.ip'statues  and  temples  in  it  could  not  design 
it  for  Jews.  On  which  account  both  parties 
bad  a  contest  with  one  another;  and  this  con- 
test increased  so  much,  that  it  came  at  last  to 
arms  and  the  bolder  sort  of  them  marched 
out  to  fight;  for  the  elders  of  the  Jews  were 
not  able  to  put  a  stop  to  their  own  people 
that  were  disposed  to  be  tumultuous,  and  the 
Greeks  thought  it  a  shame  for  them  to  be 
overcome  by  the  Jews.  Now  these  Jews 
exceeded  the  others  in  riches  and  strength  irf 
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body  ;  but  the  Gredan  p«rt  had  the  advantage 
ot  nssistance  from  the  soldiery;  for  the  great- 
est part  of  the  Roman  garrison  was  raised 
out  of  Syria;  and  being  thus  related  to  the 

Syrian  part,  they  were  ready  to  assist  it 

However,  the  governors  of  the  city  were  con- 
(!erne(i  to  keep  all  quiet,  and  whenever  they 
cauj^ht  those  that  were  most  for  fighting  on 
cither  sid."  they  punished  them  with  stripes 
and  bonds.  Yet  did  not  the  sufferings  of 
tiiose  that  were  caught  affright  the  remainder, 
or  make  them  desist :  hu*  they  were  still 
more  and  more  exasperated,  aiid  deeper  en- 
gaged in  the  sedition.  And  as  Felix  came 
once  into  the  market-place,  and  commanded 
the  Jews,  when  they  had  beaten  the  Syrians, 
to  go  their  ways,  and  threatened  them  if  they 
would  not,  aiul  they  would  not  obey  him,  he 
sent  his  soldiers  out  upon  tbein  and  slew  a 
great  many  of  them,  upon  wiiieh  it  foil  out 
that  what  they  had  was  plundered.  And  as 
the  sedition  still  continued,  he  chose  out  the 
most  eminent  men  on  l)oth  sides  as  ambassa- 
dors to  Nero,  to  argue  about  their  several 
privileges. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

FESTUS  SITCCEEDS  FELIX,  WHO  IS  SUCCEEDED 
BY  Al.BIN'.'S.  AS  HE  IS  BY  FLOKUS;  WHO,  BY 
THE  BAnSAIlITY  OF  HIS  GOVERNMENT, 
ronCES  THE  JEWS  INTO  THE  WAR, 

§  1.  Now  it  was  that  Festns  succeeded  Felix 
as  procurator,  and  made  it  his  business  to 
correct  those  that  made  disturbances  in  the 
country.  So  he  caught  the  greatest  part  of 
the  robbers,  and  destroyed  a  great  many  of 
them.  But  then  Albinus,  who  succeeded 
Festus,  did  not  execute  his  office  as  the  other 
had  done;  nor  was  there  any  sort  of  wicked- 
ness that  could  be  named  but  he  had  a  hand 
In  it.  Accordingly,  he  did  not  only,  in  his 
political  capacity,  steal  and  plunder  every 
one's  substance,  nor  did  he  only  burden  the 
whole  nation  with  taxes,  but  he  permitted  the 
relations  of  such  as  were  in  prison  for  robbery, 
and  had  been  laid  there,  either  by  the  senate 
of  every  city,  or  by  the  former  procurators, 
to  redeem  them  for  money;  and  nobody 
remained  in  the  prisons  as  a  malefactor  but 
he  who  gave  him  nothing.  At  this  time  it 
W.1S  that  the  enterprises  of  the  seditious  at 
Jerusalem  were  very  formidable;  the  princi- 
pal men  among  them  purchasing  leave  of  Al- 
binus to  go  on  with  their  seditious  practices; 
while  that  part  of  the  people  who  delighted 
in  disturbances  joined  themselves  to  such  as 
had  fellowship  with  Albinus;  and  every  one 
of  these  wicked  wretches  was  encompassed 
with  his  own  band  of  robbers,  whiie  he  him- 
self, like  an  arch  robber,  or  a  tyrant,  made  a 
figure  among  hi«  company,  and  abused  his 
authority  over  those  about  him,  in  order  to 


plunder  those  that  lived  quietly.  The  effect 
of  which  was  this,  that  those  who  lost  their 
goods  were  forced  to  hold  their  peace,  when 
they  had  reason  to  show  great  indignation  st 
what  they  had  suffered ;  but  those  who  hid 
escaped,  were  forced  to  flatter  him  that  de- 
served to  be  punished,  out  of  the  fear  they 
were  in  of  suffering  equally  with  the  others. 
Upon  the  whole  nobody  durst  speak  their 
minds,  for  tyranny  was  generally  tolerated  ; 
and  at  this  time  were  those  seeds  sown  which 
brought  the  city  to  destruction. 

2.  And  altliongh  such  was  the  character  of 
All>inus,  yet  did  Gessius  Florus,*  who  suc- 
ceeded him,  demonstrate  hiui  to  have  been  a 
most  excellent  person,  upon  the  comparison  : 
for  the  fornuT  did  the  greatest  part  of  his  ro- 
gueries in  private,  and  with  a  sort  of  dissimu- 
lation ;  but  <;e>siu3  did  his  unjust  actions  to 
the  harm  of  the  nation  after  a  pompous  man 
ner  ;  and  as  though  he  had  been  sent  as  an 
executioner  to  punish  coiulemned  malefactors, 
he  omitted  no  sort  of  rapine,  or  of  vexation  : 
where  the  ease  was  really  pitiable,  he  was 
most  barbarous;  and  in  things  of  the  greatest 
turpitude,  he  was  most  impudent;  nor  could 
any  one  outdo  him  in  disguising  the  trutli ; 
nor  could  any  one  contrive  more  subtle  ways 
of  deceit  than  be  did.  He  indeed  thought  it 
bi>'  «  petty  otfence  to  get  money  out  of  single 
persons;  so  he  spoiled  whole  cities,  and  ruined 
entire  bodies  of  men  at  once,  and  did  almost 
publicly  proclaim  it  all  the  country  over,  that 
they  had  lilierty  given  them  to  turn  robbers, 
upon  this  condition,  that  he  might  go  shares 
with  them  in  the  spoils.  Accordingly,  this 
his  greediness  of  gain  was  the  occasion  that 
entire  toparchies  were  brought  to  desolation; 
and  a  great  many  of  the  people  left  their  own 
country,  and  tied  into  foreign  provinces. 

3.  And  tridy,  while  Ccstius  Gallus  was  pre- 
sident of  the  province  of  Syria,  nobody  durst  do 
so  much  as  send  an  embassage  to  him  against 
Florus;  but  when  he  was  come  to  Jerusalem, 
upon  the  approach  of  the  feast  of  unleavened 
bread,  the  people  came  about  him  not  fewer 
in  number  than  three  millionsf ;  these  be- 
souglit  him  to  commiserate  the  calamities  of 
their  nation,  and  cried  out  upon  Florus  as  the 
bane  of  their  country.     But  as  he  was  pre- 


•  Not  IntiEt  aftpr  this  beginning  of  Floras,  the  wickedest 
of  all  the  (tiiman  procurators  ofjiidea.  and  the  immediate 
orcasion  of  the  Jewish  war,  at  the  twelflh  year  of  Nero, 
aod  the  seventeenlh  of  A^^rippa,  orA.D.  136.  the  history  in 
the  twenty  books  of  Josephus's  Antiquities  ends ;  although 
losepluis  did  not  finish  these  books  till  the  tliirteentb  of 
tloniitian,  or  A.D.  9.J;  tweuty-seven  years  afterward;  as 
he  did  not  finish  their  Appendix,  containing  an  account 
of  his  own  lite,  till  Agrippa  was  dead,  which  happened 
in  the  third  year  of  Trajan,  or  A.D.  lUO;  as  I  have  several 
times  observed  hefiire. 

+  tJere  we  may  note,  that  three  millions  of  the  Jewi 
were  present  at  the  passover.  A  D.  lio:  which  conlirms 
what  Josephus  el^ewhne  informs  us  of.  that  at  a  p.^s- 
overa  litUe  later,  tliey  counting  two  hundred  and  Hfly-aix 
thousand  live  hundretl  paschal  lamhs;  which,  at  twelve 
to  each  lamb,  which  is  no  immoderate  calculation,  come 
1o  three  millioDS  soventy-eigtit  thousand.  Sec  b.  vi.  ch* 
ix.  sect  3. 

9,  R 
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Bent,  and  Ptood  by  Ccstius,  he  laughed  at  their 
words.  However,  Cestius,  when  he  had 
quieted  the  multitude,  and  had  assured  them 
that  he  would  take  care  that  Floras  should 
hereafter  treat  them  in  a  more  gentle  manner, 
rettirneti  to  Antioch  ;  Florus  aUo  conducted 
him  as  far  as  Cesarea,  and  deluded  him. 
though  he  had  at  that  very  time  the  purpose 
of  showing  his  anger  at  the  nation,  and  pro- 
curing a  war  upon  tbein,  hy  which  means  alone 
it  «as  that  he  supposed  he  might  conceal  his 
enormities;  for  he  expected  that,  if  the  peace 
continued,  he  should  have  the  Jews  for  his 
accusers  hefore  Ca;sar;  but  that  if  he  could 
procure  them  to  make  a  revolt,  he  should 
divert  their  laying  lesser  crimes  to  his  charge, 
by  a  misery  that  was  so  much  greater  ;  he 
therefore  did  every  day  augment  their  calami- 
ties, in  order  to  induce  them  to  a  rebellion. 

4.  Now  at  this  time  it  happened  that  the 
Grecians  at  Ceserea  had  been  too  hard  for 
the  Jews,  and  had  obtained  of  Nero  the  go- 
vernment of  the  city,  and  had  brought  the 
judicial  determination:  at  the  same  time  began 
the  war,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Nero,  and  the  seventeenth  of  the  reign  of 
Agrippa,  in  the  month  of  Artemisius  [Jyar]. 
Now  the  occasion  of  tiiis  war  was  by  no  means 
proportionable  to  those  heavy  calaniittes  which 
it  brought  upon  us;  for  the  Jews  that  dwelt  at 
Cesarea  had  a  sj-nagogue  near  the  place,  w  hose 
owner  was  a  certain  Cesarean  Greek:  the  Jews 
bad  endeavoured  frequently  to  have  purchased 
the  possession  of  the  place,  and  had  offered 
many  times  its  value  for  its  price;  but  as  the 
owner  overlooked  their  offers,  so  did  he  raise 
other  buildings  upon  the  place,  in  way  of  affront 
to  them,  and  made  working-shops  of  them, 
and  left  them  but  a  narrow  passage,  and  such 
as  was  very  troublesome  for  them  to  go  along 
to  their  synagogue;  whereupon  the  warmer 
part  of  the  Jewish  youth  went  hastily  to  the 
workmen,  and  forbade  them  to  build  there ; 
but  as  Florus  would  not  permit  them  to  use 
force,  the  great  men  of  the  Jews,  with  John 
the  publican,  being  in  the  utmost  distress 
what  to  do,  persuaded  Florus,  with  the  oiler 
of  eight  talents,  to  hinder  the  work.  He 
then,  being  intent  upon  nothing  but  getting 
money,  promised  he  would  do  for  them  all 
they  desired  of  him,  and  then  went  away  from 
Cesarea  to  Sebaste,  and  left  the  sedition  to 
take  its  full  course,  as  if  he  had  sold  a  license 
to  the  Jews  to  fight  it  out. 

5.  Now  on  the  next  day,  which  was  the 
Seventh  day  of  the  week,  when  the  Je^vs  were 
crowding  apace  to  their  synagogue,  a  certain 
man  of  Cesarea,  of  a  seditious  temper,  got  an 
earthen  vessel,  and  set  it  with  the  bottom  up- 
W'ard,  at  the  entrance  of  tliat  synagogue,  and 
sacrificed  birds.*      This  thing  proioked  the 

•  TaVe  here  Dr.  Hlidson*B  very  pertinent  note.  "  By 
this  action,"  says  he,  "  the  killing  of  a  birrt  over  an  ear- 
then Tess*-!.  the  Jews  were  eiposed  as  ;t  leprmis  penpte; 
tor  that  was  to  be  done  bs  the  law  in  thcxteansing  of  a 


Jews  to  an  incurable  degree,  because  tteir 
laws  were  affronted,  and  the  place  was  poU 
luted;  whereupon  the  sober  and  moderate  part 
of  the  Jews  thought  it  proper  to  have  recourse 
to  their  governors  again,  while  the  seditious 
part,  and  such  as  were  in  tbe  fervour  of  their 

youth,  were  vehemently  inflamed  to  fight 

The  seditious  also  among  [the  Gentiles  of^ 
Cesarea  stoud  ready  for  the  same  purpose , 
for  they  had,  by  agreement,  sent  the  man  to 
sacrifice  beforehand  [as  ready  to  support  him] ; 
so  that  it  soon  came  to  blows.  Hereupon 
Jucundus,  the  master  of  the  horse,  v\ho  was 
ordered  to  prevent  the  fight,  came  thither,  and 
took  away  the  earthen  vessel,  and  endeavoured 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  sedition;  but  when  be 
was  overcome  by  tbe  violence  of  the  people 
of  Cesarea,  the  Jews  caught  up  their  books 
of  the  law,  and  retired  to  Narbata,  ubich 
was  a  place  to  them  belonging,  distant  from 
Cesarea  sixty  fuclongs.  But  John,  and  twelve 
of  the  principal  men  with  him,  went  to  Flo- 
rus, to  Sebaste,  and  made  a  lamentable  com- 
plaint of  their  case,  and  besought  him  to  help 
them :  and  with  all  possible  decency,  put 
him  in  mind  of  the  eight  talents  they  bad 
given  him;  but  he  had  the  men  seized  upon, 
and  put  in  prison,  and  accused  them  fui 
carrying  the  books  of  the  law  out  of  Ce- 
sarea. 

6.  Moreover,  as  to  the  citizens  of  Jerusa- 
lem, although  they  took  this  matter  very  ill, 
yet  did  they  restrain  their  passion ;  but  Flo- 
rus acted  herein  as  if  he  had  been  hired,  and 
blew  up  the  war  into  a  flame,  and  sent  sonie 
to  take  seventeen  talents  out  of  the  sacred 
treasure,  and  pretended  that  Csesar  wanted 
them.  At  this  the  people  were  in  confusion 
immediately,  and  ran  together  to  the  temple, 
with  prodigious  clamours,  and  called  upon 
Casar  by  name,  and  besought  him  to  free 
them  from  the  tyranny  of  Florus.  Some  also 
of  the  seditious  cried  out  upon  Florus,  and 
cast  the  greatest  reproaches  upon  him,  and 
carried  a  basket  about,  and  begged  some  spills 
of  money  for  him,  as  for  one  that  was  desti- 
tute of  possessions,  and  in  a  miserable  condi. 
tion.  Yet  was  not  he  m.de  ashamed  hereby 
of  his  love  of  money,  but  was  more  enraged, 
and  provoked  to  get  still  more;  and  insteatl 
of  coming  to  Cesarea,  as  he  ought  to  have 
done,  and  quenching  the  flame  of  war.  which 
was  beginning  thence,  and  so  taking  away 
the  occasion  of  anv  disturbances,  on  which 
account  it  was  that  he  had  received  a  re«'ard 
[of  eight  talents],  he  marched  hastily  with 
an  army  of  horsemen  and  footmen  against 
Jerusalem,  that  he  might  pain  his  will  by  the 
arms  of  the  Romans,  and  might,  by  bis  terror, 
and  by, his  threatenings,  bring  the  city  into 
subjection. 

leper  (LeviL  ch-  siv).  It  is  also  i;nown  that  the  Gei\ulet 
repro:iclie(t  the  Jews  as  subject  to  the  It-prrsj.  ^nc!  he- 
li,-vi-.i  Ihal  tlie>  weie  d/iven  oulof  i'-K5pt  on  that  .vrcount. 
Tbis  that  cmtseul  person,  Mx.  &«luu^  su^cstni  lo  me.** 
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7.  But  the  people  ware  desirous  of  making 
Florus  ashamed  of  his  attempt,  and  met  his 
soldiers  with  accLaniations,  and  put  themselves 
in  order  to  reeem-  him  very  submissively; 
but  he  sent  Capito,  a  centurion,  beforehand, 
M-ith  fifty  soldiers,  to  bid  them  go  back,  and 
Dot  now  make  a  show  of  receiiing  him  in  an 
obliging  maimer,  whom  they  had  so  foully 
reproached  before ;  and  said  that  it  was  in- 
cumbent on  them,  in  case  they  had  generous 
souls,  and  were  free  speakers,  to  jest  upon 
him  to  his  face,  and  appear  to  be  lovers  of 
liberty,  not  only  in  words,  but  with  their 
weapons  also.  With  this  message  was  the 
multitude  amazed;  and  upon  the  coming  of 
Capito's  horsemen  into  the  midst  of  them, 
they  were  dispersed  before  they  could  salute 
Florus,  or  manifest  their  submissive  behaviour 
to  him.  Accordingly,  they  retired  to  their 
own  houses,  and  spent  that  night  in  fear  and 
confusion  of  face. 

8.  Now  at  this  time  Florus  took  up  his 
quarters  at  the  palace ;  and  on  the  next  day 
he  had  his  tribunal  set  before  it,  and  sat  upon 
it,  wbeu  the  high-priests,  and  the  men  of 
power,  and  those  of -the  greatest  eminence  in 
the  city,  came  all  before  that  tribunal;  upon 
which  Florus  commanded  theui  to  deliver  up 
to  him  those  that  bad  reproached  him,  and 
told  them  that  they  should  themselves  partake 
of  the  vengeance  to  them  belonging,  if  they 
did  not  produce  the  ci'iinitials;  but  these  de- 
monstrated that  the  people  were  peaceably  dis- 
posed, and  they  begged  forgiveness  for  those 
that  had  spoken  amiss ;  for  that  it  was  no 
wonder  at  all  that  in  so  great  a  multitude 
there  should  be  some  more  daring  than  they 
ought  to  be,  and  by  reason  of  their  younger 
age,  foolish  also;  and  that  it  was  impossible 
to  distinguish  those  that  olfended  from  the 
rest,  while  every  one  was  sorry  for  what  he 
had  done,  and  denied  it  out  of  fear  of  what 
would  follow:  that  he  ought,  however,  to 
provide  for  the  peace  of  the  nation,  and  to 
take  such  counsels  as  might  preserve  the  city 
tor  the  Romans,  and  rather,  for  the  sake  of  a 
great  number  of  itmocent  people,  to  forgive  a 
few  that  were  guilty,  than  for  the  sake  of  a 
few  of  the  wicked,  to  put  so  large  and  good  a 
body  of  men  into  disorder. 

9.  Florus  was  more  provoked  at  this,  and 
called  out  aloud  to  the  soldiers  to  plimder 
that  which  was  called  the  Upper  Market 
Place,  and  to  slay  such  as  they  met  with.  So 
the  soldiers,  taking  this  exhortation  of  their 
commander  in  a  sense  agreeable  to  their  de- 
sire of  gain,  did  not  only  plunder  the  place 
they  were  sent  to,  but  forcing  themselves  into 
every  bouse,  tbey  slew  its  inhabitants;  so  the 
citizens  fled  along  the  narrow  lanes,  and  the 
soldiers  slew  those  that  tbey  caught,  and  no 
method  of  plunder  was  omitted ;  they  uUo 
caught  many  of  the  quiet  people,  and  brought 
them  before  Florus.  whom  he  first  chastised 
witfi  stripes,  and  then  cruciiied.    Accordingly, 


the  whole  number  of  those  that  were  destroyed 
that  day,  with  their  wives  and  children  (for 
they  did  not  spare  even  the  infants  them- 
selves), was  about  three  thousand  and  six 
hundred ;  and  what  made  this  calamity  the 
heavier,  was  this  new  method  of  Roman  bar- 
barity ;  for  Florus  ventured  then  to  do  what 
no  one  bad  done  before,  that  is,  to  have  men 
of  the  equestrian  order  whipped,'  and  nailed 
to  the  cross  before  his  tribunal;  who,  although 
they  were  by  birth  Jews,  yet  were  they  of 
Uotnan  dignity  notwithstanding. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

CONCEHNING  BinMCE's  rETITlOS  TO  FKIEtJS, 
TO  SPABE  THE  JEWS,  BUT  IN  VAIN;  A3 
ALSO  HOW,  AFTER  THE  SEDITIOUS  FLAME 
WAS  QUENCHED,  IT  WAS  KINDLED  AGAIN 
BY  FLORUS. 

§  1.  About  this  very  time  king  Agrippa  was 
going  to  Alexandria,  to  congratulate  Alexan- 
der upon  bis  having  obtained  the  government 
of  Egypt  from  Nero;  but  as  his  sister  Ber- 
nice  was  come  to  Jerusalem,  and  saw  the 
wicked  practices  of  the  soldiers,  she  was 
sorely  aflected  at  it,  and  frequently  sent  the 
masters  of  her  horse  and  her  guards  to  Florus, 
and  begged  of  him  to  leave  off  these  slaugh- 
ters;  but  he  would  not  comply  with  her 
request,  nor  have  any  regard  either  to  the 
multitude  of  those  already  slain,  or  to  the 
nobility  of  her  that  interceded,  but  oidy  to  the 
advantage  he  should  make  by  his  plundering; 
nay,  this  violence  of  the  soldiers  broke  out  to 
such  a  degree  of  madness,  that  it  spent  itself 
on  the  queen  herself;  for  they  did  not  only 
torment  and  destroy  those  whom  they  had 
caught  under  her  very  eyes,  but  indeed  had 
killed  herself  also,  unless  she  bad  prevented 
them  by  d>ing  to  the  palace,  and  had  staid 
there  all  night  with  her  guards,  which  she  had 
about  her  for  fear  of  an  insult  from  the  sol- 
diers. Now  she  dwelt  then  at  Jerusalem,  in 
order  to  perform  a  vow^  which  she  had  made 

•  Here  we  li.-ive  examples  of  native  Jews  who  were  o( 
the  equestriao  ord<^r  amon^  tbe  Romans,  and  so  ou^lit 
never  to  have  i>eeQ  whipped  or  crucified,  according  to  tbe 
Koinan  laws.  See  almost  the  like  case  ia  SL  Paul  him- 
self. Acts  Kxii.  io — ■-'9. 

+  This  vow  which  Bernice  (here  and  elsewhere  called 
Queen,  not  only  as  a  daughter  and  sister  to  two  kings, 
Agrippa  the  Great,  and  Ai^ippa  junior,  but  the  widow 
ul  Herod,  king  of  Chalcis)  came  now  to  accomplish  at 
Jerusalem,  was  not  that  of  a  f^azarite,  but  such  a  one 
.-rs  reliirious  Jews  used  to  make,  in  hopes  of  any  deliver- 
ance from  a  disease  or  other  daneer,  as  Josephus  here 
intimates.  However,  these  thirty  days'  abode  at  Jeru- 
salem, for  fasting  and  preparation  ai^nst  the  oblauoo 
of  a  proper  sacrifice,  seems  to  be  too  long,  unless  it 
were  wtioUy  voluntary  in  this  threat  lady.  It  is  Dot  re- 
quired in  the  law  ol  iMoses  relaunc  to  Nazarites,  Mumb. 
vi.;  and  is  very  ditferent  from  St.  Paul's  time  for  lucli 
preparaUon.  which  Wa3  btit  one  day.  Acts  xxi.  Qix  So 
we  want  already  the  contiQiialiou  of  the  Antiquilies  to 
alfurd  11$  li^hc  ijere.  as  they  hare  hitherto  done,  ou  so 
many  occasions  elsewhere.  Perhaps  in  this  age  tne  tra- 
ditions of  tbe  Pharisees  bad  obliged  the  Jews  to  this 
decree  of  ri({our,  not  only  as  to  these  tbirt;  dayi  fvo. 
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to  God ;  for  it  is  usna)  wrtb  tbose  tfaat  bad 
been  either  afflicted  with  a  distemper,  or  with 
any  other  distresses,  to  make  vo«  s ;  and  for 
thirty  days  before  they  are  to  offer  their  sacri- 
fices, to  abstain  from  wnne,  and  to  shave  the 
hair  of  their  head.  Which  things  Bernice 
was  now  performing,  and  stood  barefoot  before 
Florus'a  tribunal,  and  besought  him  [to  spare 
the  Jews].  Yet  could  she  neither  have  reve- 
rence paid  to  her,  nor  could  she  escipe  with- 
out some  danger  of  being  slain  herself. 

■2.  This  happened  upon  the  sixteenth  day 
of  the  month  .VtemiauB  [J\ar].  Now  on 
the  next  day,  il  ■■  multitude,  who  were  in  a 
great  agony,  ran  together  to  the  upper  mar- 
ket-place, and  made  the  loudest  lamentations 
for  those  that  had  perished ;  and  the  greatest 
part  of  the  cries  were  such  as  reflected  on 
Florus ;  at  which  the  men  of  power  were 
affrighted,  together  with  the  high-priests,  and 
rent  their  garments,  and  fell  down  before  each 
of  them,  and  besought  them  to  leave  off,  and 
not  to  provoke  Florus  to  some  incuraljle  pro- 
cedure, besides  what  they  had  already  suffered. 
Accordingly,  the  multitude  complied  imme- 
diately, out  of  reverence  to  those  that  bad  de- 
sired it  of  tbem,  and  out  of  the  hope  they  had 
that  Florae  would  do  tliem  no  more  injuries. 

3.  So  Florus  was  troubled  that  the  distur- 
bances were  over,  and  endeavoured  to  kindle 
that  flame  again,  and  sent  for  the  high-priests, 
with  the  other  eminent  persons,  and  said,  the 
only  demonstration  that  the  people  would  not 
make  any  other  innovations  should  be  this, — 
that  thev  must  go  out  and  meet  the  soldiers 
that  were  ascending  from  Cesarea,  whence 
two  cohorts  were  coming ;  and  while  these 
men  were  exhorting  the  multitude  so  to  do, 
he  sent  beforehand,  and  gave  directions  to  the 
centurions  of  the  cohorts  that  they  shotdd 
give  notice  to  those  that  were  under  them,  not 
to  return  the  Jews'  salutations ;  and  that  if 
they  made  any  reply  to  his  disadvantage,  they 
should  make  use  of  their  weapons.  Now  the 
high-priests  assembled  the  multitude  in  the 
temple,  and  desired  them  to  go  and  meet  the 
Bomans,  and  to  salute  the  cohorts  very  civilly, 
before  their  miserable  case  should  become  in- 
curable. Now  the  seditious  part  would  not 
comply  with  these  persuasions ;  but  the  con- 
sideration of  those  that  had  been  destroyed 
made  them  incline  to  those  that  were  the 
boldest  for  action. 

pantion.  but  as  lo  the  coine  barrfool  alt  that  time, — 
wiiicb  here  Bernice  submilled  to  also.  For  we  know 
Ihal  aa  God's  and  our  SaTJour's  yok^  is  usually  easy. 
■Dd  bis  burden  comparalively  licbt,  in  such  posilive 
injunctions.  Mat-  si.  30,  so  d:d  the  Scribes  and  I'hari- 
sei-3  sometimes  -bind  upon  men  heavy  burdens  and 
grievous  to  be  borne,"  even  when  ibey  themselves 
*•  would  not  touch  them  with  one  of  their  finders," 
.Mat  xxiii.  4;  Luke  li.  4o.  However.  Noldius  \^eil 
oh*frves,  De  Herod.  No.  404,  414.  that  JuTcual.  in  his 
Bixih  satire,  alludes  to  this  remarkable  penance  or  .•.nb- 
mt*siou  of  this  Bernice  to  Jewish  discipline,  and  jests 
upon  her  for  it:  as  do  Tacitus.  Dio.  Soetonius,  and 
Sex;ua  Amehus,  mcution    bev  aa  one  well   known  at 


4.  At  this  time  it  was  that  every  priest, 
and  every  servant  of  God,  brought  out  the 
holy  vessels,  and  the  ornamental  garments 
wherein  they  used  to  minister  in  sacred  things. 
The  harpers  also,  and  the  singers  of  hymns, 
rame  otrt  with  their  instruments  of  music, 
and  fell  down  before  the  multitude,  and  beg- 
ged of  them  that  they  would  prcs4:rve  those 
holy  ornaments  to  them,  and  not  to  provoke 
the  Romans  to  carry  off  those  sacred  treasures. 
You  might  also  see  then  the  high-priests  them- 
selves, with  dust  sprinkled  in  great  plenty 
upon  their  beads,  with  bosoms  deprived  of 
any  covering  but  what  « as  rent ;  these  be- 
sought every  one  of  the  eminent  men  by 
name,  and  the  multitude  in  common,  that 
they  would  not  for  a  small  offence  betray  their 
(*ountry  to  those  that  were  desirotis  to  have 
it  laid  waste  ;  saying,  "  What  benefit  will  it 
bring  to  the  soldiers  to  have  a  salutation  from 
the  Jews?  or  what  amendment  of  your  affairs 
will  it  bring  you,  if  you  do  not  now  go  out 
to  meet  them?  and  that  if  they  saluted  them 
civilly,  all  handle  would  be  cut  off  from  Flo- 
rus to  begin  a  war;  that  they  should  thereby 
gain  their  country,  and  freedom  from  all  far- 
ther sufferings ;  and  that,  besides,  it  wouM 
be  a  sign  of  great  want  of  command  of  them- 
selves, if  they  should  yield  to  a  few  seditious 
persons,  while  it  was  fitter  for  them  who  were 
so  great  a  people,  to  force  the  others  to  atrs 
soberly." 

5.  Bv  these  persuasions,  which  tbey  used 
to  the  multitude  and  to  the  seditious,  they 
restrained  some  by  threatemngs,  and  others 
by  the  reverence  that  was  paid  thein.  After 
this  they  led  them  out,  and  they  met  the  sol- 
diers quietly,  and  alter  a  composed  manner, 
and  when  they  were  come  up  with  them,  they 
saluted  them;  but  when  they  made  no  answer, 
the  seditious  exclaimed  agaanst  Florus,  n  bicb 
was  the  signal  given  for  fiilling  upon  them. 
The  soldiers  therefore  encompassed  thera 
presently,  and  struck  them  with  their  clubs, 
and  as  they  fled  away,  the  horsemen  trampled 
them  down  ;  so  that  a  great  many  fell  down 
dead  by  the  strokes  of  the  Romans,  and  more 
by  their  own  violence  in  crushing  one  another. 
Now  there  was  a  terrible  crowding  about 
the  gates,  and  «  hile  every  body  was  making 
haste  to  get  before  a»other,  the  flight  of 
them  all  was  retarded,  and  a  terrible  de- 
struction there  was  among  tbose  that  fell 
down,  for  tbey  were  sutTocated,  anil  broken 
to  pieces  by  the  multitude  of  those  that  were 
uppermost;  nor  could  any  of  them  be  distin- 
guished by  his  relations,  in  order  to  the  rare 
of  his  funeral ;  the  soldiers  also  who  beat 
them  fell  upon  those  whom  they  overtook 
without  showing  them  any  mercy,  and  thrust 
the  multitude  through  the  place  called  Beze> 
tha,"  as  tbey  forced  their  way,  in  order  to  get 

•  1  take  this  Bezetha  to  be  that  small  hill  adj.iinjif 
10  the  Dotlb  aide  of  tbe  tcmpka,  vbcreoa  was  tb£  Iwte 
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<if  tli;it  (listiirbai.ce,  whi-rein  thpy  were  only* 
the  siifft-nr?.  Yet  were  not  ttie  governors  of. 
Jerusalem  silent  upon  this  oecasion,  but  did 
thfoisclves  write  to  CesHus,  as  did  Bernite 
also,  about  the  illegal  praetiees  ofwhirb  Floni- 
had  been  puilty  aguinst  the  city;  who,  upon" 
reading  both  arcoiints,  eonsnlted  with  his  cap- 
tains [what  he  should  do].  Now  some  of 
them  thought  it  best  for  Cestius  to  go  iip  withl 
his  army,  cither  to  punish  the  revolt,  if  it  waSi 
real,  or  to  settle  the  Roman  affairs  on  a  surer' 
foundation,  if  the  Jews  continued  quiet  under 
them;  but  he  thought  it  best  himself  to  send 
one  of  his  intimate  friends  beforehand,  to  see 
the  state  of  aflTiirs,  and  to  give  him  a  faithful 
account  of  the  intentions  of  the  Jews.  Accord- 
ingly, he  sent  one  of  his  tribunes,  whose  name 
wasNeopolitanus,  who  met  with  king  Agrippa 
as  he  was  returning  from  Alexandria,  at  Jam- 
nia,  and  told  him  who  it  was  that  sent  him,  ai>d 
on  what  errands  he  was  sent. 

2.  And  here  it  was  that  the  liigli-prieits 
and  men  of  power  among  the  Jews,  as  well 
as  the  sanhedrim,  came  to  congratulate  the 
king  [upon  his  safe  return];  and  after  they 
had  paiil  him  their  respects,  they  lamented 
their  own  calamities,  and  related  to  him 
«hat  barbarous  treatment  they  had  met  w|ith 
from  Florus.  At  which  Ixirharity  Agrippa 
had  great  indignation,  but  transferred,  after  it 
subtle  manner,  his  anger  towards  those  Jews 
whom  he  really  pitied,  that  he  miglit  heat 
down  their  high  thoughts  of  themselves,  and 
would  have  them  believe  that  they  had  not 
been  so  unjustly  treated,  in  order  to  dissuade 
them  from  avenging  themselves.  So  these 
great  men,  as  of  better  •.mdcrstanding  than  the 
rest,  and  desirous  of  peace,  because  of  the  pos- 
sessions they  had,  understood  that  this  rebuke 
which  they  king  gave  them  was  intended  for 
their  good;  but  as  to  the  people,  they  came 
sixty  furlongs  out  of  Jerusalem,  and  congra- 
tulated both  Agrippa  and  Neopolitaniis;  but 
the  wives  of  tho.se  that  had  been  slain  came 
running  first  of  all  and  lamenting.  The  peo- 
ple also,  when  they  heard  their  mourning,  fell 
into  lamentations  also,  luid  besought  Agrippa 
to  assist  them:  they  also  cried  out  to  Neopoli- 
tanus,  and  complained  of  the  many  miseries 
they  had  endured  under  Florus;  and  they 
showed  them,  when  they  were  come  into  the 
city,  how  tlie  ujarket-place  was  made  desolate, 
end  the  boi.ses  plundered.  They  then  per- 
suaded Neopolitativis,  by  the  means  of  Agrippa, 
that  he  would  walk  round  the  city,  with  only 
one  servant,  as  far  as  Siloam,  that  he  might 
inform  himself  tliat  the  Jews  submitted  to  all 
rhe  rest  of  the  Konjans,  and  were  only  dio. 
iileased  .it  Floras,  by  reason  of  his  exceeding 
iiarbaiitv  to  them.  So  he  walked  round,  and 
fcpiius,  on  ihc  norih  side  of  ilif  timple.  and  not  for  off  |  |,ad  fflitiiaent  experience  ol  the  good  temper 


i;i  and  seize  upon  the  temple,  and  the  tower 
Antonia.  Florus  also,  being  desirous  to  get 
those  places  into  his  possession,  brought  such 
as  were  «ith  him  out  of  the  king's  palace,  and 
would  have  compelled  them  to  get  as  far  as  the 
citadel  [Antonia];  but  his  attempt  failed,  for 
the  peoiile  immediately  turned  back  upon  him, 
and  stopped  the  violence  of  his  attempt ;  and  as 
tliey  itood  upon  the  tops  of  their  houses  tRey 
tjirew  thi;ir  darts  at  the  Romans,  w  ho,  as  they 
were  sorely  galled  thereby,  because  those  wea- 
(ifins  came  from  above,  and  they  were  not  able 
tp  make  a  passage  through  the  multitude, 
wtiieh  slopped  up  the  narrow  passages,  they 
retired  to  the  camp  which  was  at  the  palace. 
0.  But  For  the  seditious,  they  were  afraid 
Itst  Florus  should  come  again,  and  get  pos- 
session of  the  temple,  through  Antonia;  so 
tjiey.got  immediately  upon  those  cloisters  of 
tbe  teujple  that  joined  to  Antonia,  and  cut 
iliem  «iown.  This  cooled  the  avarice  of  Fio- 
nas; for  whereas  he  was  eiiger  to  obtain  the 
t^easurej  of  God  [in  the  temple],  and  on  that 
a^•cou^lt  was  desirous  of  getting  info  Antonia, 
ij^  .BuOii  as  the  cloisters  were  broken  down  he 
l^ft  off  his  attempt;  be  then  sent  for  the  high- 
prjeats  and  the  sanhedrim,  and  told  them  that 
lie  was  indeed  hiujself  going  out  of  the  city, 
but  that  he  would  leave  them  as  large  a  gar- 
fl-ou  as  they  should  desire.  Hereupon  they 
pfoH'i'eJ  til  >'  they  would  make  no  innova- 
tu)ps,  ij(ica^.he  would  leave  them  one  band; 
imt  noi.  that  wbicli  had  fought  with  the  Je«s, 
lieciuse  the  multitude  bore  ill-will  against 
Uial  bajid  on  account  of  what  they  had  suf- 
tcred  from  it;  so  be  changed  the  band  as 
tb^y  desired,  and  with  the  rest  of  his  forces 
MliUimd  (9^C«sarea. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

CESTItl*  Si«ii)S'WEOPf<LITANrS  THE  TRIBONE 
-•  TO  SEE  IN  WHAT  CONDITION  THE  AFFAIUS 
•"or  TBE  JEWS  WERE.  AGRIPPA  MAKES  A 
.'"  SPEEdll  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  JEWS,  THAT 
''  HE  51AV  DIVERT  THEM  FROM  THEIR  ISTEN- 
"      TIONS  OF  MAKING  WAR  WITH  THE  ROMANS. 


§  I.  However,  Florns  contrived  another  way 
to  obliee  the  Jews  to  begin  the  war,  and  sent 
to  Cestius  and  accused  the  Jews  falsely  of  re- 
volting [from  the  Roman  government],  and 
imputed  the  beginning  of  the  fornjer  fight  to 
them,  and  pretended  they  had  been  the  authors 

piU)  with  6«e  porticoes  or  cloisters,  nnd  braeatfi  which 
was  Uie  shpep-poi'l  of  Belliesda;  into  which  an  an?el  or 
niesseli^er,  ut  a  certain  season,  descrndeff  ;  and  where  he 
or  thin,  who  uere  Ihc  "first  pnl  into  the  pool.''  »ere 
cii»"fk'John  «.  1.  &c.     Thb  situation  of  BezetbA,  in  Jo. 


f>e    tower   Antnni...  exactly  ain-ees   t"  tlie  place  of  the  |    ,  i  .      :         „  , 

«.,ne  pool  St  this  day,-  only  the  reo,an.n.i!  clotsters  ai;e    'De  people  wtri    ni,  .in  ,,-,,.,.  ,,,„^,,,„, 

'^  ...',.'         .,.■      Th- intiti- huilil-    temple,  wherehee.illeiltlicuiultltuoetogetne^. 


1  then  went  up  to  the 


bol  tb'Ce. 


.See  Maundrel.  page  IlKJ. 
lns>   «,■,.  m    In   h,ive  been   rai:e.l   ll.e  Np»   Cit)  -.   and   tins  j  g,„|   l,i„l,lv  eolnniellricli   tluMn  foi    tbclr  fidelity 
rart.  »here  w.  .he  ho.pital,  peculiarly  Ileietba  or  Be-  ^y^^-^^;  ^^J  eariiesth  e,^borted  them  tO 
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keep  the  peace;  and  having  performed  such 
parts  of  divine  worship  at  the  temple  as  be  was 
allowed  to  do,  be  returned  to  Cestius. 

3.  But  as  for  the  multitude  of  the  Jews, 
they  addressed  themselves  to  the  king,  and  to 
the' high-priests,  and  desired  they  might  have 
leave  to  send  ambassadors  to  Nero    against 
Florus,  and  not  by  tbeir  silence  afford  a  sus- 
picion  that  they  had  been  the  occasion  of  such 
great  slaughters  as  had  been  made,  and  were 
disposed  to  revolt,  alleging  that  tbey  should 
seem  to  have  been  the  first  beginners  of  the 
war,  if  tbey  did  not  prevent  the  report  by 
showing  who  it  was  that  began  it;  and  it  ap- 
peared openly  that  they  w  ould  not  be  quiet,  if 
any  body  should  hinderthem  from  sending  such 
an   embassage.      But  Agrippa,  although   be 
thought  it  too  dangerous  s  thing  for  them  to 
appoint  men  to  go  as  the  accusers  of  Florus, 
yet  did  he  not  tbink  it  fit  fcT  bim  to  overlook 
them,  as  they  "ere  'n  B  disposition  for  war. 
lie  therefore  called  the  multitude  together  into 
a  large  gallery,  and  placed  his  sister  Bernice  in 
the  house  of  the  Asamoneans,  that  she  might  be 
eten  by  them  (which  house  was  over  the  gal- 
lery, at  the  passage  to  the  upper  city,  where 
the  bridge  joined  the  temple  to  the  gallery), 
and  spake  to  them  as  follows; — 

4.  •  "  Had  I  perceived  that  you  were  all 
zealously  disposed  to  go  to  war  with  the  Ko- 
mans,  and  that  the  purer  and  more  sincere 
part  of  the  people  did  not  propose  to  live  m 
peace,  I  bad  not  come  out  to  you,  nor  been 
EO  bold  as  to  give  you  counsel ;  for  all  dis- 
courses that  tend  to  persuade  men  to  do  what 
they  ought  to  do  is  superfluous,  «hen  the 
hearers  are  agreed  to  do  the  contrary.  But 
because  some  are  earnest  to  go  to  war  because 
tbey  are  young,  and  «--.hout  experience  of 
the" miseries  it  brings;  and  because  some  are 


•  In  thin  spe«h  of  Wing  Agrippa  we  hart  an  oulhen 
lie   a.coniit   of  the  rslint  aoJ  slrenfilh  rf  the  Itcman 
empire  «  hen  the  Jrwi*  war  Wean.     And  this  «p«ch, 
with  other  cirruiii«larr«5  in  Ju«nhiis.demunsltalesliow 
wise  aud  liow  great  a  person  Acrlppa  wai.  ard  wliy  Ji^ 
Kphus  ekewl.erc  calls  him  0«v^«^i»tit«.  a  inrst  won- 
derflil.  or  admirable  man,  Conti   Ap.  i.  9.     He  is  the 
tao.e  Agrippa  who  said  to  Paul.  "Almost  thou  persuad- 
est  me  to  l!e  a  Christian,"  Acts  ixvi.-.e;  and  ol  whoitj 
St    rani  said.  •■  He  was  expert  in  all  the  enstcms  and 
qneslions  of  the  Jews,"  v.  3.     fee  anolber  inlimallon  of 
the  limits  of  the  same  Roman  empire.  Ol  the  War,  b. 
iii  ch.  V   sect.  7.     But  what  seems  to  me  ver^-  remark- 
able here  is  this,  th.'it  when  Josephns,  iti  imitation  of 
the  Greets  and  Romans,  for  whose  use  be  wrote  bis  An- 
tiquities, did   himself  frequently  compose  the  speeches 
which  he  put  into   their   mouths,  they  atpear.  by  the 
politeness    of   their    composition,   and    Iheir  flights  of 
otatl>ry,  to  be  not  the  real  speeches  of  the  persons  con- 
cerned, who  usually  were   no   orators,  hot  of  his  own 
elegant  composition.     'I  he  speech  before  ns  is  of  ano- 
tlier  nature,  lull  of  undeni:ible  tacts,  and  composed  in 
a  plain  and  unartful,  but  moving  way;  so  it  appears  lo 
be  ling  Acrippa'sown   speech,  and  to  hate  heei,  giyen 
Jov-phos  hv  Agrippa  himself,  wttb  whom  Josephns  had  i 
the  greatest   friendship.      Nor  may  »e  omil   Agnppa's  i 
constant    doctrine    here,   that   this   l.oliian  empire  was  i 
raised  and  supporled   by   Divi,  e   ProTicVnce:   and  that 
therefore  it  was  in  vain  for  ibe  Jews,  or  any  others,  to 
think    or   deslioving  it.       Nor  may  we  necle't   to  take 
notice  of  AgTiilia's  ^'l^mn  api>^nl    to  the  ancfK   here 
nsed;  th-  l,ke«p|eal»  lo  which  we  bo-e  "•.^•;  '  ""I-   ' 
TjtD  ».  31.  and   h)    Ibe  aposiles  in  jen.  ral.  in  Ibe  lorro  | 
of  the  ordination  ol  bshops,  Conslitut.  Aposl.  vin.4. 


for  it,  out  of  an  unreasonable  expectation  of 
regaining   their   liberty,  and   because  others 
hope  to  get  by  it,  aad  are  therefore  earnestly 
bent  upon  it;'  that  in  the  confusion  of  your 
affairs  they  may  gain  what  belongs  to  those 
that    are  too  weak   to    resist  them,  1  have 
thought  proper  to  get  you  all  together,  and 
to  say  to  you  what  I  think  to  be  for  your  ad- 
vaBtage ;  that  so  the  former  may  grow  wiser, 
and  change  their  minds,  and  that  the  best  men 
may  come  to  no  harm  by  the  ill  conduct  ot 
some  others.     And  let  not  any  one  be  tumul- 
tuous against  me,  in  case  what  they  hear  me 
say  do  not  please  them ;  for  as  to  those  that 
admit  of  no  cure,  but  are  resolved  upon  a 
revolt,  it  will  still  be  in  tbeir  power  to  retain 
the  same  sentiments  after  my  exhortation  is 
over;  but  still  my  discourse  will  fall  to  the 
ground,  even  with  relation  to  those  that  have 
a  mind  to  hear  me,  enless  you  will  all  keep 
silence.     I  am  well  aware  that  many  make  a 
tragical  exclamation  concerning  the  injuries 
that  have  been  offered  you  by  your  procura- 
tors, and  concerning  the  glorious  advantages 
of  liberty;   but  before   I  begin  the  inquiry, 
«ho  you  are  that  must  go  to  war,  and  who 
they  are  against  whom  you  must  fight, —  I 
shall  first  separate  those  pretences  that  are  hy 
some  connected  together ;  for  if  you  aim  at 
avenging  yourselves  on  those  that  have  done 
you  injury,  why  do  you  pretend  this  to  be  a 
'«ar  for  recovering  your  liberty?   hut  if  you 
think  all  servitude  intolerable,  to  what  pur- 
pose serve  \our  complaints  against  your  par- 
tirnlar  governors?    for  if   they  treated    you 
with  moderation,  it  would  still  be  equally  an 
unworthy  thing  to  be  in  servitude.    Consider 
now  the  several  cases  that  may  be  supposed, 
how  little  occasion  there  is  for  your  going  to 
war.      Vour  first  occasion  is  the  accusation^ 
you  have  to  make  against  your  procurators  ■ 
now  here    you   ought   to    be   submissive  tt> 
those    in  authority,  and  not  give  them  an> 
provocation:    but'when    you    reproach  men 
greatly  for  small  offences,  you   excite  those 
whom  vou  reproach  to  be  your  adversaries; 
for  this'  will  only  make  tbera  leave  off  hurt- 
ing you  privately,  and  with  some  degree  of 
modesty,   and  to  lay   what  you  have  waste 
openly.      Now  nothing  so  much  damps  the 
force    of   strokes  as  bearing    them  with  pa- 
tience; and  the  quietness  of  those  who  are 
injured,  diverts   the  injurious   persons  from 
iitliicting.     But  let  us  take  it  for  granted,  that 
the  Roman    ministers  are  injurious  to  you, 
and  are  incurably  severe;  yet  are  they  not  aU 
he  Romans  who  thus  injure  you;  nor  hath 
I  CiBsar,  against  whom  you  are  going  to  make 
«ar,  injured  you;   it  is  not  by  their  command 
hat  any  wicked  governor  is  sent  to  you;  for 
;  hey  who  are  in  the  west  cannot  see  those  that 
are  in  the  cRst;  nor  indeed  is  it  easy  for  them 
there,  even  to  licar  what  ia  done  in  these  parts. 
Now  it  is  absurd  tt.  make  war  with  a  great 
many  for  the  sake  of  one;  to  do  so  with  sucL 
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migbty  people,  for  a  email  cause ;  and  this 
irhen  these  people  are  not  able  to  know  of 
what  you  complain :  nay,  such  crimes  as  we 
complain  of  may  soon  be  corrected,  for  the 
same  procurator  will  not  continue  for  ever; 
and  probable  it  is  that  the  successors  mil 
come  with  more  moderate  inclinations.  But 
as  for  war,  if  it  be  once  begun,  it  ia  not  easily 
laid  down  again,  nor  borne  without  calamities 
coming  therewith.  However,  as  to  the  de- 
sire of  recovering  your  liberty,  it  is  unsea- 
•onable  to  indulge  it  so  late;  whereas  you 
ought  to  have  laboured  earnestly  in  old  time 
that  you  might  never  have  lost  it :  for  the 
first  esperienc^  of  slavery  was  hard  to  be  en 
dured,  and  the  struggle  that  you  might  never 
have  been  subject  to  it  would  have  been  just; 
but  that  slave  who  hath  been  once  brought 
into  subjection,  and  then  runs  away,  is  rather 
a  refractory  slave  than  a  lover  of  liberty ;  for 
it  was  then  the  proper  time  for  doing  all  that 
was  possible,  that  you  might  never  have 
admitted  the  Romans  [into  your  city]  when 
Pompeycame  ftrst  into  the  country.  But  so 
it  was,  that  our  ancestors  and  their  kings, 
who  were  in  much  better  circumstances  than 
we  are.  both  as  to  money  and  [strong]  bodies, 
and  [valiant]  souls,  did  not  bear  the  onset  of 
a  small  body  of  the  Roman  army.  And  yet 
you  wbo  have  not  accustomed  yourselves  to 
obedience  from  one  generation  to  another, 
and  who  are  so  much  inferior  to  those  who 
tirst  submitted  in  your  circumstances,  will 
venture  to  oppose  the  entire  empire  of  the 
Romans ;  while  those  Athenians,  who,  in  or- 
der to  preserve  the  liberty  of  Greece,  did  once 
.set  fire  to  their  own  city;  wbo  pursued  Xerxes, 
that  proud  prince,  when  he  sailed  upon  the 
Ma ;  and  could  not  be  contained  by  the  seas. 
but  conducted  such  an  army  as  was  too  brfwd 
for  Europe;  and  made  him  run  away  like  a 
fugitive  in  a  single  ship,  and  brake  so  great  a 
part  of  Asia  at  the  Lesser  Salmnis.  are  yet  at 
this  time  servants  to  the  Romans;  and  (hose 
injimctions  which  are  sent  from  Italy,  become 
laws  to  the  principal  governing  city  ot  (J^eece. 
— Those  Lacedemonians  also,  wbo  got  the 
great  victories  at  Thermopvl"'  ^"^  Platea, 
Slid  had  Agesihius  [fur  »-'ie>T  king],  and 
searched  everv  corner  p*"  *«>•'.  a""*^  contented 
to  admit  the  same  '^^'Is-  These  Macedoni- 
ans also,  who  s»-''l  fancy  whut  great  men  their 
Philip  and  liexander  were,  and  see  that  the 
latter  h«t  promised  them  the  empire  over  the 
worM.  these  bear  so  great  a  change,  and  pay 
their  obedience  to  those  whom  fortune  hath 
advanced  in  their  stead. — Moreover,  ten  thou- 
sand other  nations  there  are,  who  had  greater 
reason  than  we  to  claim  their  entire  liberty,  and 
yet  do  submit.  You  are  the  only  people  wbo 
thii.k  it  a  disgrace  to  be  servants  to  those  to 
whom  all  the  world  hath  submitted.  What  sort 
of  an  armv  do  you  relv  on?  What  are  the 
arms  you  depend  on?  Where  is  your  fleet  that 
may  seize  upon  the  Roman  seas  ?  and  where 


are  those  treasures  which  maybe  sufficient  for 
your  undertakings?  Do  you  suppose,  I  pray 
you,  that  you  are  to  make  war  with  the  Egyp. 
tians,  and  with  the  Arabians  ?  Will  you  not 
carefully  reflect  upon  the  Roman  empire? 
Will  you  not  estimate  your  own  weakness? 
Hath  not  your  army  been  often  beaten  even 
by  your  neighbouring  nations,  while  the  power 
of  the  Romans  is  invincible  in  all  parts  of  th 
habitable  earth  ?  nay,  rather,  they  seek  for 
somewhat  still  beyond  that;  for  all  Euphra- 
tes is  not  a  sufficient  boundary  for  them  on 
the  east  side,  nor  the  Danube  on  the  north  ; 
and  for  their  southern  limit,  Libya  bath  been 
searched  over  by  them,  as  far  as  countries 
uninhabited,  as  is  Cadiz  their  l?mit  on  the  west ; 
nay,  indeed,  they  have  sought  for  another 
habitable  earth  beyond  ihe  ocean,  and  have 
carried  their  arms  as  far  as  such  British 
islands  as  were  never  known  before.  What 
therefore,  do  you  pretend  to?  A'e  you  richer 
than  the  Gauls,  stronger  than  the  Germans, 
wiser  than  the  Greeks,  m^re  numerous  than 
all  men  upon  the  hahnable  earth?— What 
confidence  is  it  that  pievates  you  to  oppose 
the  Romans?  Perhaps  it  will  be  said.  It  is 
hard  to  endure  sla-ery.  Yes;  but  how  much 
harder  is  it  to  the  Greeks,  who  were  es- 
teemed the  noblert  of  all  people  under  the 
sun  I  These,  though  they  inhabit  in  a  large 
country,  are  iu  .'Ubjection  to  six  bundles  of 
Romaii  rods,  't  is  the  same  case  with  the 
Macedonian'!  who  have  jiister  reason  to  claim 
their  liberty  than  you  have.  What  is  the  case 
of  five  .hundred  cities  of  Asia?  do  they  not 
submi-  to  a  single  governor,  and  to  the  con- 
sular bundle  of  rods?  What  need  I  speak  of 
t.iie  Heniochi,  and  Colchi,  and  the  nation  ot 
Tauri,  those  that  inhabit  the  Bospiorus,  and 
the  nations  about  Pontus.  and  Meotis,  wbo 
formerly  knew  not  so  much  as  a  lord  of  their 
own,  but  are  now  subject  to  three  thousand 
armed  men,  ami  where  forty  long  ships  keep 
the  sea  in  peace,  which  before  was  not  navi- 
g.ible,  and  very  tempestuous?  How  strong  a 
plea  may  Bithynia,  and  Cappadocia,  and  the 
people  of  Pamphylia,  the  Lycians,  and  Cili- 
cians,  put  in  for  liberty  1  but  they  are  made 
tributary  without  an  army.  What  are  the' 
circumstances  of  the  Tbracians,  whose  coun- 
try extends  in  breadth  five  days'  journey,  and 
in  length  seven,  and  is  of  a  much  more  harsh 
constitution,  and  much  more  defensible  than 
yours,  and,  by  the  rigour  of  its  cold,  sutfi- 
cient  to  keep  olf  armies  from  attacking  them  ? 
do  not  they  submit  to  two  thousand  men  of 
the  Roman  garrisons?  Are  not  the  lUyrians, 
who  inhabit  the  country  adjoining,  as  far  as 
Dabnatia  and  the  Danube,  governed  by  barely 
two  legions  ?  by  which  aUo  they  put  a  stop 
to  the  incursions  of  the  Dacians ;  and  for 
the  Dalmatians,  who  have  made  such  fre- 
quent  insurrections,  in  order  to  regain  their 
liberty,  and  who  could  never  before  be  so 
thoroughly   subdued,    but    that    they   always 
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gstheitd  their  forces  together  again,  and  re- 
rolted,  yet  are  they  now  very  quiet  under  one 
Homax  legion.      Moreover,  if   great  advan- 
tages might  proroke  any  people  to  revolt,  the 
Qauls  might  do  it  beat  of  all,  as  being  so 
thoroughly  walled  round  by  nature ;  on  the 
east  aide  by  the  Alps,  on  the  north  by  the 
river  Rhine,  on  the  south  by  the  Pyrenean 
mountains,  and  on  the  west  by  the  ocean. 
.Sow,  although    these  Gauls  have   such  ob- 
str.cles  before   them  to    prevent   any  attack 
upon  thetn,  and   have  no  fewer  than   three 
hundred  and  five  nations  among  them,  nay, 
iinve,  as  one  n^y  say,  the  fountains  of  domes- 
tic happiness  wiiliin  themselves,  and  send  out 
pli'ntifiil  streams  o^  happiness  over  almost  the 
whole  world,  these  bear  to  be  tributary  to 
the  Romans,  and  derive  their  prosperous  con- 
dition from  them ;  and  tuey  undergo  this,  not 
aeeaase  tbej  are  of  effemmate  minds,  or  be- 
cause they  are  of  an  ignoble  stock,  as  having 
borne  a  war  of  eijsHty  years,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve their  liberty;  l/it  by  reason  of  the  great 
r>"_Tird  they  have  to  the  power  of  the  Romans, 
scil  their  good  fortune,  which  is  of  greater 
etiiracy  than  their  arms.     These  Gnuls,  thcre- 
fiirc,  are  kept  in  servitude  by  twelve  hundred 
soldiers,  who  are  hardly  se  many  as  are  their 
cities;  nor  hath  the  gold  dug  out  of  the  mines 
of  Spain  been  sufficient  for  vlie  support  of  a 
war  to  preserve  their  liberty,  tor  could  their 
va<t  distance   from  the   Romans  hy  land  and 
by  sea  do  it;  nor  could  the  martiij  tribes  of 
tiiG  Lusitanians   and    Spaniards    esc^oe ;    no 
more  could  the  ocean,  with  its  tide,    vbich 
yet  was  terrible  to  the  ancient  inhahita.ts. 
Kay,  the  Romans  have  extended  their  antra 
beyond   the    pillars   of    HercuUs,   and    have 
walked  among  the  clouds,  upon  the  Pyrenean 
mountains,  and  have  subdued  these  nations ; 
ao'l  one  legion  is  a  sufficient  pu.irrt  for  these 
people,   although  they  were  so  hard  »<>   be 
conquered,  and  at  a  distance  so  remote  from 
Rome.     Who  is  there  among  you  thai  hath 
not  heard  of  the  great  number  of  the  Ger. 
mans?    You  have,  to  be  sure,  yourselves  seen 
them  to  be  strong  and  tall,  and  that  frequent- 
ly, since  the  Romans  have  them  among  their 
captives    everywhere ;     yet    these    Germans 
who  dwell  in  an  immense  conntry,  who  have 
minds  greater  than  their  bodies,  and  a  soul 
that    despises    death,    and    who   are   in   rage 
more  fierce  than  wild  beasts,  have  the  Rhine 
for  the  boundary  of  their  enterprises,  and  are 
tamed    by   eight    Roman   legions.      Such  of 
them  as  were  taken  captives  hecame  their  ser- 
vants; and  the  rest  of  the  entire  nation  were 
obliged  to  save  themselves  by  Bight.     Do  you 
al«o,  who  depend  on  the  walls  of  Jerusalem, 
consider  what  a  wall  the  Britons  had:  for  the 
Romans  sailed  away  to  them,  and    subdued 
them  whi.e  they   were   encompassed   by  the 
ocean,  and  inhabited  an  island  that  is  not  lese 
than  [the  continent  of]  this  habitable  earth, 
ai.d  ftur  legions  a^e  a  sulficient  guard  to  so 


large  an    island :    and    why  should  I  speak 
much  more  about  this  matter,  while  the  Par- 
thians,  that  most  warlike  body  of  men,  and 
lords  of  so  many  nations,  and  encompassed' 
with  such  mighty  forces,  send  hostages  to  the 
Romans ;  whereby  you  may  see,  if  you  please, 
even  in  Italy,  the  noblest  nation  of  the  east, 
under  the  notion  of  peace,  submitting  to  serve 
them.     Now,  when  almost  all  people  under 
the  sun  submit  to  the  Roman  arms,  will  you 
be  the  only  people   that    make  war   against 
them?    and  this  without  regarding  the  fate 
of  the  Carthaginians,  who.  in  the  midst  of 
their  brags  of   the   great  Hannibal,  and  the 
nobility  of  their  Phenician  original,  fell   by 
the  hand  of  Scipio.      Nor  indeed  have  the 
Cvrenians,  derived  from  the  Lacedemonians, 
nor  the  Jlarmaridse,  a  nation  extended  as  far 
as  the  regions  uninhabitable  for  want  of  water, 
nor  have  the  Syrtea,  a  place  terrible  to  such  at 
barely  hear  it  described,  the  Nassamons  and 
Moors,   and  the   immense  multitude  of  the 
Numidians,  been  able  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
Roman  valour ;  and  as  for  the  third  part  of 
the  habitable   earth  [Africa],  whose  nations 
are  so  many,  that  it  is  not   easy  to  number 
them,  and  which  is  bounded  by  the  Atlantic 
sea,  and  the  Pillars  of  Hercules,  and  feeds  an 
innumerable   multitude  of  Ethiopians,  as  fiir 
as  the  Red  Sea,  these  have  tbe  Romans  sub- 
dued entirelv.      And  besides  the  annual  fruits 
of  the  earth,  which  maintain  the  multitude  of 
the  Romans  for  eipht  months  in  the  year,  this, 
over  and  above,  pays  all  sorts  of  tribute,  and 
affords  revenues  suitable  to  the  necessities  of 
the  government.      Nor  do  they,  like   you, 
esteem  such  injunctions  a  disgrace  to  them, 
although  thev  have  but  one  Roman  legion  that 
aisles  among  them  ;    and  indeed  what  occa- 
sion k  there  for  showing  you  the  power  of  tbe 
Roman:  over  remote  countries,  when  it  is  so 
easy  to   leirn  it  from  Egypt,  in  your  neigh- 
bourhood?    This  country  is  extended  ns  hr 
a>  the  Ethiopians,  and  Arabia  the  Happy,  and 
border  upon   India ;    it   hath   seven   millions 
five  hunflrod  thousand  men,  besides  the  inha- 
bitants of  Alexandria,  as  may  i>e  learned  from 
the  revenue  of   i\,e   poll-tax  ;    yet   it  is  not 
ashamed  to  submit  to  ■0,^  Roman  goveriunent, 
although  it  hath  Alexano,;^  as  a  grand  temp- 
tation to  a  revolt,  by  reason  ;t  ig  so  full  of 
people  and  of  riches,  and  is  besiot^  exceeilir.g 
large,  its  length  being  thirty  furlongs,  and  ita 
breadth  no  less  than  ten  ;  and  it  pays  more 
tribute  to  the  Romans  in  one  month  than  yon 
do  in  a  year  :   nay,  besides  what  it  pays  in 
money,  it  sends  corn  to  Rome  that  supports 
It  for  four  months  [in  the  year]  :    it  is  also 
walled  round .  on  all  sides,  either  by  almoat 
impassable    deserts,    or    seas    that    have    n* 
havens,  or  by  rivers,   or  by  lakes ;    yet  have 
none  of  these   things   been   found  tjio  strong 
for  the  Roman  good  fortune:   however,  two 
legions  that  lie  in  that  city  are  a  bridle  both 
tor  the  remoter  parts  of  Egypt,  and  for  Uie 
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paxt»  inhabited  by  the  more  noble  Macedo- 
nians.    Where  then  are  those  people  whom 
you  are  to  have  /or  your  auxiliaries?     Must 
they  come  from  the  parts  of  the  world  that  are 
uninhabited  ?  for  all  that  are  in  the  habitable 
earth  are  [under  the]  Eomans. — fnlesa  any 
of  you  extend  his  hupes  as  far  as  beyond  the 
Euphrates,  and  suppose  that   those  of  your 
own  nation  that  dwell  in  Adiabene  will  come 
to  your  assistance  (but  certainly  these   will 
not  embarrass  themselves  with  an  unjustifiable 
war,  nor,  if  they  should  follow  such  ill  ad- 
vice, will  the  Parthians  permit  them  so  to 
do);  for  it  is  their  concern  to  maintain  the 
truce  that  is  between  them  and  the  Romans, 
and  they  will  be  supposed  to  break  the  cove- 
nants between  them,  if  any  under  their  go- 
vernment march  against  the  Romans.      What 
remains,  therefore,  is  this,  that  you  have  re- 
course to  divine  assistance ;  but  this  is  already 
on  the  side  of  the  Romans  ;  for  it  is  iropos- 
silile  that  so  vast  an  empise  should  be  settled 
without  God's  providence.     Reflect  upon  it, 
how  impossible  it  is  for  >  our  zealous  observa- 
tion of  your  relifious  customn  to  he  here  pre- 
served, which  are  bard  to  be  observed,  even 
when  you  fight  with  those  whom  \ou  are  able 
to  conquer;  and   how  can  jou  then    most  of 
all  hope  fur  God's  assistance,  when,  by  being 
forced  to  transgress  bis  law,  you  will  make 
him  turn  his  f.ice  from  you  ?  and  if  you  do 
observe  the  custom  of  the  Sabbath-da vs,  and 
will  not  be  prevailed  on  to  do  any  thing  there- 
on, you   will  easily  be  taken,  as   were  your 
forefathers  by  Ponipey,  who  was  the  busiest 
in  liis  siege  on  those  days  on  which  the  be- 
sieged  rested  ;     but  if   in   time  of    war  you 
transgress  the  law  of  yonr  country,  I  cannot 
tell  on  whose  account  you  will  afterward  go 
to  war ;    for   your  concern  is  but  one,  that 
you  do  nothing  against  any  of  your  forefa- 
thers; and   how  will   you  call   upon  God  to 
assist  yon,   when   you  are   voluntarily  trans- 
gressing against  his  religion?      Now,  all  men 
that  go  to  war,  do  it  either  as  depending  on 
divine  or  on  human  assistance;  but  since  your 
going  to  war  will   cut   oif  both   those   assis- 
tances, t^ose  that  are  for  goi  ng  to  war  choose 
evident  destruction.     What  hinders  you  from 
flaying   your  children   and   wives  with   your 
own  hands,  and  burning  this  most  excellent 
iiative  city  of  yours?  for  by  this  mad  prank 
you   will,   however,    escape  the  reproach  of 
being  beaten;  but  it  were  best,  O  my  friends, 
it  were  best,  while  the  vessel  is  still  in  the 
haven,  to  foresee  the  impending  storm,  and  not 
to  set  sail  our  of  the  port  into  the  middle  of  the 
niinicanes;  tor  we  justly  pity  those  who  fall 
intogreat  misfortunes  without  foreseeing  them; 
but  for  him  who  rushes  into  manifest  ruin,  be 
gains  reproaches  [instead  of  commiseration]. 
But  certainly  no  one  can  imagine  that  you 
can  enter  into  a  war  as  by  an  agreement,  or 
that  when   the  Romans  have  got   \  ou  under 
their  power,  they  «-ill  use  you  with  :aodera- 
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tion,  or  will  not  rather,  for  an  example  to  other 
nations,  burn  your  holy  city,  and  utterly  de- 
stroy your  whole  nation;  for  those  of  you  who 
shall  survive  the  war  will  not  be  able  to  find 
a  place  whither  to  flee,  since  all  men  have  the 
Romans  for  their  lords  alrcidy,  or  are  afraid 
they  shall  have  hereaiter.  Uay,  indeed,  the 
danger  concerns  not  those  Jews  that  dwell 
here  only,  but  those  of  them  who  dwell  in 
other  cities  also;  for  there  is  no  people  upon 
the  habitable  earth  uhicb  have  not  some  por- 
tion of  jou  among  them,  «hom  your  enemi<» 
will  slay,  in  case  you  go  to  war,  and  on  that 
account  also;  and  so  eiery  city  which  hath 
Jews  in  it  will  he  filled  with  slaughter  for  the 
sake  only  of  a  few  men,  and  they  who  sUjr 
them  will  he  pardoned;  but  if  that  slaughter 
be  not  made  by  them,  consider  ho>v  wicked  a 
thing  it  is  to  take  arms  agtiinst  those  that  are 
so  kind  to  you.  Have  pity,  therefore,  if  not 
on  \our  children  and  wives,  yet  upon  this 
your  metropolis,  and  its  sacred  walls ;  spare 
the  temple,  and  preserve  the  hoi)  house,  »rth 
its  holy  furniture,  for  yourselves;  for  if  the 
Roman's  get  you  under  their  power,  they  « ill 
no  longer  abstain  from  them  when  their  lur- 
loer  abstinence  shall  have  been  so  ungratefully 
requited.  1  call  to  witness  your  sanctuary, 
and  the  boly  angels  of  God,  and  this  country 
common  to  us  all,  that  1  have  not  kept  back 
any  thing  Ibiil  is  for  your  preservation;  and 
if  you  will  follow  that  advice  which  you  ought 
to  do,  >ou  will  have  that  peace  n  hich  will  lie 
common  to  ton  and  to  me;  but  if  you  Indulge 
your  passions,  you  will  run  those  bazarda 
which  1  shall  be  free  from." 

5.  When  .\grippa  had  spoken  thus,  both  be 
and  his  sister  wept,  and  by  their  tears  repres- 
sed a  great  deal  of  the  violence  of  the  people, 
but  still  they  cried  out  that  they  would  nut 
fight  against  the  Romans  but  against  Floras, 
on  accoupt  of  what  they  bad  suifered  by  his 
means.  To  which  Agrippa  replied,  that  what 
they  had  already  done  was  like  such  as  make 
war  against  the  Romans;  "for  you  have  not 
paid  the  tribute  which  is  due  to  Caesar;'  and 
you  ba\f  cut  otf  the  cloisters  [of  the  temple] 
from  joining  to  the  tower  Antonia.  You  will 
therefore  prevent  any  occasion  of  revolt,  if  you 
will  but  join  these  together  again,  anil  if  you 
will  but  pay  your  tribute  ;  for  the  citadel  does 
not  now  belong  to  Florus,  nor  are  you  to  pay 
the  tribute  money  to  Florus." 

*  Juliin  Tiesar  hafl  flfcrti-d.  (hat  tbc  Jews  of  Jenua- 
Ipm  sbuuld  pa*  an  annual  tribme  to  the  Koniani.  except- 
iuK  Ibe  city  of  Jurptt,  and  for  Ihe  Sabbatical  jearj  a« 
.SpaDhtrim  observes  from  the  Antiq.  b  xiv:  caap.  x 
sect  & 
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'fiOV  THE  WAR  OF  THE  JEWS  WITH   THE  RO- 
MANS   BEGAN  ;     AND    CONCERNING     MANA- 
~     HEM. 

1 

'5  1.  This  advice  the  people  hearkened  to,  and 
'went  up  into  the  temple  with  the  king  and 
'Beriiice,  and  began  to  rebuild  the  cloisters  : 
■the  rulers  also  and  senators  divided  themselves 
into  the  villages,  and  collected  the  tributes, 
■^iid  soon  got  together  forty  talents,  which  was 
-the  sum  that  was  deficient.  And  thus  did 
'Agrippa  then  put  a  stop  to  that  war  which  was 
threatened.  Moreover,  he  attempted  to  per- 
%unile  the  multitude  to  obey  Florus,  until  Caesar 
should  send  one  to  succeed  him ;  hut  they 
Hrere  hereby  more  provoked,  and  cast  re- 
'^roarhcs  upon  the  king,  and  got  him  excluded 
•O'rt  of  the  city ;  nay,  some  of  the  seditious 
•lind  the  impudence  to  throw  stones  at  him. 
"So  when  the  king  saw  that  the  violence  of 
■those  that  were  for  innovations  was  not  to  be 
Testrained,  and  being  very  angry  at  the  con- 
'tUMielies  he  had  received,  he  sent  their  rulers, 
^l'gelher  with  their  men  of  power,  to  Florus, 
to  Oes'.irea,  that  he  might  appoint  whom  he 
thought  fit  to  collect  the  tribute  in  the  coun- 
■try,  uliile  he  retired  into  his  own  kingdom. 
'  2.  And  ar  this  time  it  was  that  some  of 
'those  that  princi pally  excited  the  people  to  go 
^tti  wiir,  nnide  an  assault  upon  a  certain  for- 
■tri-ss  railed  Ma^ada.  They  took  it  by  treach- 
'*iy,  and  slew  the  Romans  that  were  there,  and 
^Mit  others  of  their  own  party  to  keep  it.  At 
the  >ame  time  Eleazar,  the  son  of  Ananias  the 
Jhiuh-priest,  a  very  bold  youth,  who  was  at 
that  time  governor  c.f  the  temple,  persuaded 
those  that  officiated  in  the  divine  service  to 
■receive  no  gift  or  sacrifice  for  any  foreigner. 
■  And  this  was  the  true  beginning  of  our  war 
'wilb  the  Romans:  for  they  rejected>the  sacri- 
<fiee  of  Caesar  on  this  account:  and  when  many 
'of  the  high-priests  and  principal  men  besought 
them  not  to  omit  the  sacrifice,  which  it  was 
fcustomary  for  them  to  offer  for  their  princes, 
they  would  not  he  prevailed  upon.  These 
'relied  much  upon  their  multitude,  for  the  most 
•flourishing  part  of  the  innovators  assisted 
'them;  but  they  had  the  chief  regard  to  Elea- 
•zar,  the  governor  of  the  temple. 
V  3.  Hereupon  the  men  of  power  got  toge- 
ther, and  conferred  with  the  hi^uh-priests,  as 
did  also  the  principal  of  the  Pharisees;  anil 
_ihi(tking  all  was  at  stake,  and  that  their  cala- 
•mities  were  becoming  incurable,  took  counsel 
'in  hat  was  to  be  done.  Accordingly  they  de- 
termined to  try  what  they  could  do  with  the 
seditious  by  words,  and  assembled  the  people 
before  the  brazen  gate,  which  was  that  gate 
of  the  inner  temple  [court  of  the  priests] 
w-hich  looked  towards  the  sun-rising.  And, 
in  the  first  place,  they  showed  the  great 
indignation  thcv  had  at  this  attempt  'or  a 


revolt,  and  for  their  bringing  so  greit  ft  vai 
upon  their  country  ;  after  which  they  confuted 
their  pretence  as  unjustifiable,  and  told  them 
that  their  forefathers  had  adorned  their  tem. 
pie  in  great  part  with  donations  bestowed  on 
them  by  foreigners,  and  had  always  received 
what  had  been  presented  to  them  from  foreign 
nations ;  and  that  they  had  been  so  far  from 
rejecting  any  person's  sacrifice  (which  would 
be  the  highest  instance  of  impiety),  that  they 
bad  themselves  placed  those  donations  about 
the  temple  which  were  still  visible,  and  had 
remained  there  so  long  a  time  that  they  did 
now  irritate  the  Romans  to  take  arms  against 
them,  and  innted  them  to  make  war  upon 
them,  and  brought  up  novel  rules  of  a  strange 
divine  worship,  and  determined  to  run  the 
hazard  of  ha^ng  their  city  condemned  for 
impiety,  while  they  would  not  allow  any  fo- 
reigner but  Jews  only,  either  to  sacrifice  or  to 
worship  therein.  And  if  such  a  law  should 
ever  be  introduced  in  the  case  of  a  single  per- 
son only,  he  would  have  indignation  at  it, 
as  an  instance  of  inhumanity  determined 
against  him;  while  they  have  no  regard  to  the 
Romans  or  to  Cresar,  and  forbade  even  their 
oblations  to  be  received  also:  that  however 
they  cannot  but  fear,  lest,  by  thus  rejecting 
tbeir  sacrifices,  they  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
offer  their  own  ;  and  that  this  city  will  lose 
its  principality,  unless  they  grow  wiser  quickly, 
and  restore  the  sacrifices  as  formerly  ;  and 
indeed  amend  the  injury  [they  have  offered 
to  foreigners]  before  the  report  of  it  comes 
to  the  ears  of  those  that  have  been  injured. 

4.  And  as  they  said  these  things,  they  pro- 
duced those  priests  that  were  skilful  in  the 
customs  of  their  country,  who  made  the  re- 
port, that  all  their  forefathers  had  received  the 

sacrifices  from  foreign  nations But  still  not 

one  of  the  innovators  would  hearken  to  what 
was  said;  nay,  those  that  ministered  about 
the  temple  would  not  attend  their  divine  ser- 
vice, but  were  preparing  matters  for  beginning 
the  war.  So  the  men  of  power,  perceiving 
that  the  sedition  was  too  hard  for  them  to 
subdue,  and  that  the  danger  which  would 
arise  from  the  Romans  would  come  upon 
them  first  of  all,  endeavoured  to  save  them- 
selves, and  sent  ambassadors;  some  to  Flo- 
rus, the  chief  of  whom  was  Simon  the  son  of 
Ananias;  and  others  to  Agrippa,  among  whom 
the  most  eminent  were  Saul,  and  Antipas, 
and  Costobtirus,  who  were  of  the  king's  kin- 
dred ;  and  they  desired  of  them  both  that 
they  would  come  with  an  army  to  the  city, 
and  cut  off  the  sedition  before  it  should  be 
too  hard  to  be  subdued.  Now  this  terrible 
message  was  good  news  to  Florus ;  and  be- 
cause bis  design  was  to  have  a  war  kindled, 
he  gave  the  ambassadors  no  answer  at  all. 
But  Agrippa  was  equally  solicitous  for  those 
that  were  revolting,  and  for  those  against 
whom  the  war  was  to  be  made,  and  was  de- 
sirous to  preserve  the  Jews  for  the  Romans, 
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and  the  temple  and  metropolis  for  the  Jews  ;  1  the  gates  iraraediately ;    amorg  whom  were, 
he  was  also  sensible  that  it  was  not  for  his  |  Ananias  the  high-priest,  and  the  ambassadors 

that  had  been  sent  to  Agrippa.  And  now  the 
seditious  were  contented  with  the  victory  they 
had  gotten,  and  the  buildings  they  had  burnt 
down,  and  proceeded  no  farther. 

7.  But  on  the  next  day,  which  was  the 
fifteenth  of  the  month  Lous  [Ab],  they  made 
an  assault  upon  Antonia,  and  besieged  ths 
garrison  which  was  in  it  two  days,  and  then 
took  the  garrison,  and  slew  them,  aiid  set  the 
citadel  on  fire;  after  which  they  marched  to 
the  palaco,  whither  the  king's  soldiers  were 
fled,  and  parted  themselves  into  four  bodies, 
and  made  an  attack  upon  the  walls.  As  for 
those  that  were  withlii  it,  no  one  had  the 
courage  to  sally  but,  because  those  that  as- 
saulted them  were  so  numerous;  Ijut  they  dis- 
tributed themselves  into  the  hre:ist-works  and 
turrets,  and  shot  at  the  be»ief;crs,  whereby 
many  of  the  rohbcrs  fell  undtr  the  walls;  nor 
did  they  cease  to  fight  one  with  another  either 
by  night  or  by  day  ;  while  tlie  seditious  sup- 
posed that  those  within  would  grow  weary  for 
want  of  food  ;  and  those  without,  supposed 
the  others  would  do  the  like  by  the  tedious- 
ness  of  the  siege. 

8.  In  the  mean  time  one  Manahem,  the 
son  of  Judas,  that  was  ciUed  the  Galilean 
(who  was  a  very  cunning  sophister,  and  had 
formerly  reproached  the  Jews  under  Cyrenius, 
that  after  God  they  were  subject  to  the  Ro- 
maM^J,  took  some  of  the  men  of  note  with  him, 
and  retired  to  JIasada,  where  he  broke  open 
king  Herod's  armoury,  and  gave  arms  not 
only  to  his  own  people,  but  to  other  rohhers 
also.  These  he  made  use  of  for  a  guard,  and 
returned  in  the  state  of  a  king  to  Jerusalem ; 
he  became  the  leader  of  the  sedition,  and  gave 
orders  for  cuntiMuiug  the  siege;  but  they 
wa??ted  proper  instruments,  and  it  was  not 
practicable  to  undermine  the  wall,  because  the 
darts  came  dovvn  upon  tlicm  from  above.  Bu' 
still  they  dug  a  mine  from  a  great  distance, 
under  one  of  the  towers  and  made  it  totter; 
and  havitig  done  that  they  set  on  fire  what 
was  combustible,  and  lefi  it :  and  when  the 
foundations  were  burnt  below,  the  tower  fell 
down  suddenly.  Yet  did  they  then  meet  with 
another  wall  that  had  been  built  within,  for. 
the  besieged  were  sensible  beforehand  of  what  ^ 
they  were  doing,  and  probably  the  tower  shook 
as  it  was  undermining ;  so  they  provided 
themselves  of  another  fortification  :  which 
when  the  besiegers  unexpectedly  saw,  while 
they  thought  they  had  already  gained  the 
place,  they  were  under  some  consternation. 
However,  those  that  were  within  sent  to  Ma- 
nahem, and  to  the  other  leaders  of  the  sedition, 
and  desired  they  might  go  out  upon  a  capi- 
tulation ;  this  was  granted  to  the  king's  sol- 
diers and  their  own  countrymen  only,  who 
went  out  accordingly;  hut  the  Romans  that 
were  left  alone  were  greatly  dejcited,  for  they 
were  not  able  to  force  their  way  through  such 


own  advantage  that  the  disturbances  should 
proceed;  so  he  sent  three  thousand  horsemen 
to  the  assistance  of  the  people  out  of  Aurani- 
tis,  and  Batanea,  and  Trachonitis,  and  these 
under  Darius,  the  master  of  his  horse ;  and 
Philip  the  son  of  Jacimus,  the  general  of  his 
prmy. 

5.  Upon  this  the  men  of  power,  with  the 
nigh-priests,  as  also  all  the  part  of  the  mul- 
titude that  were  desirous  of  peace,  took  cou- 
rage, and  seized  upon  the  upper  city  [Mount 
Sinn] ;  for  the  seditious  part  had  the  lower 
city  and  the  temple  in  t^eir  power:  so  they 
made  use  of  stones  and  slings  perpetually 
against  one  another,  and  threw  darts  conti- 
nually on  both  sides;  and  sometimes  it  hap- 
pened that  they  made  excursions  by  troops, 
and  fought  it  out  hand  to  hand,  while  the 
seditious  were  superior  in  holdness,  but  the 
king's  soldiers  in  skill.  These  last  strove 
chiefly  to  gain  the  temple,  and  to  drive  those 
out  of  it  who  profaned  it ;  as  did  the  seditious, 
with  Elcazar  (besides  what  they  had  already), 
lahuur  to  gain  the  upper  city.  Thus  were 
there  perpetual  slaughters  on  both  sides  for 
seven  da\s'time;  but  neither  side  would  yield 
up  the  parts  they  had  seized  upon. 

6.   Now  the  next  day  was  the  festival  of 
Xylophory  ;   upon  which  the  custom  was  for 
every  one  to  bring  wood  for  the  altar  (that 
there  might  never  be  a  want  of  fuel  for  that 
fire  which  was  unquenchable  and  always  burn- 
ing).   Upon  that  day  they  excluded  the  oppo- 
site party  from  the  observation  of  this  part 
of  religion.      And   when   they  had  joined   to 
themselves  many  of  the  Sicarii,  who  crowded 
in  among  the   weaker  people  (that  was  the 
name  for  such    robbers  as  had    under    their 
bosoms  swords  called  Sicae),  they  grew  bolder, 
and  carried  their  undertakings  farther  ;  inso- 
much that  the  king's  soldiers  were  overpow- 
ered by  their  multitude  and  boldness;  and  so 
thev  gave  way,  and  were  driven   out  of  the 
upper  citv  by  force.     The  others  then  set  fire 
to  the  house  of  Ananias  the  higli-priest,  and 
to  the  palaces  of  Agrippa  and  Bernice  ;  after 
which  they  carried  the  fire  to  the  place  where 
the  archives  were  reposited,  and   made  haste 
to  burn  the  contracts  belonging  to  their  cre- 
ditors, and  thereby  dissolve  their  obligations 
for  paying  their  debts ;  and  this  was  done,  in 
order  to  gain  the  multitude  ot  those  who  had 
been  debtors,  and  that  they  might  persuade 
the   poorer  sort  to  join  in  their  insurrection 
with  safety  against  the  more  wealthy  ;   so  the 
keepers  of  the  records  fled  away,  and  the  rest 
set  fire  to  them.     And  when  they  had  thus 
burnt  down  the  nerves  of  the  city,  they  fell 
upon  their  enemies ;  at  which  time  some  of 
the  men  of  power  and  of  the   high-priests, 
went  into  the  vaults  under  ground,  and  con- 
cealed t'l.-inselves,  while  others  tied  with  the 
king's   soldiers  to  the  upper  palace,  and  shut 
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a  iruUitudc ;  and  to  desire  Hiem  to  give  thcto 
their  right  hand  for  their  security,  they  thought 
would  be  a  reproach  to  them  ;  and  besides,  if 
they  should  give  it  thera,  they  durst  not  de-' 
pend  upon  it ;  so  they  deserted  their  camp, 
B3  easily  taken,   and   ran  away  to  the  ro)al 

towers, that    called    Hippicus,   that    called 

Phasaelus,  and  that  called  Mariamne.  But 
Maiiatem  and  his  party  fell  upon  the  place 
whence  the  soldiers  were  lied,  and  slew  as 
many  of  them  as  they  could  catch,  before  the_> 
got  up  to  the  towers,  and  plundered  what  they 
left  behind  them,  and  set  fire  to  their  camp. 
This  was  executed  on  the  sixth  day  of  the 
month  Gorpieus  [ElulJ. 

9.  But  on  the  next  day  the  bigh-priest  was 
raught,  where  he  had  concealed  himself  in  an 
aqueduct;  he  was  slain,  together  with  Hele- 
kiah  bis  brother,  by  the  robbers :  hereupon 
the  seditious  besieged  the  towers,  and  kept 
them  guarded,  lest  any  one  of  the  soldiers 
should  escape.  Now  the  overthrow  of  the 
places  of  strength,  and  the  death  of  tlie  high- 
priest  Ananias,  so  puffed  up  Manahem,  that 
he  became  barbarously  cruel ;  and,  as  he 
thought  he  had  no  antagonist  to  dispute  the 
management  of  affairs  with  him,  be  was  no 
better  than  an  insupportable  tyrant:  but  Elca- 
zar  and  bis  party,  when  words  had  passed  be- 
tween them,  how  it  was  not  proper  when  they 
revolted  from  the  Romans,  out  of  the  desire 
of  liberty,  to  betray  that  liberty  to  any  of  their 
o«Ti  people,  and  to  bear  a  lord,  who,  though 
he  should  be  guilty  of  no  violence,  was  yet 
meaner  than  themselves;  as  also,  that,  in  case 
thev  were  obliged  to  set  some  one  over  their 
public  affairs,  it  was  fitter  they  should  give 
that  privilege  to  any  one  rather  than  to  him, 
they  made  an  assault  upon  him  in  the  temple; 
for  he  went  up  thither  to  worship  in  a  pompous 
manner,  and  adorned  with  royal  garments, 
and  had  his  followers  with  him  in  their 
armour.  But  Eleazar  and  bis  party  fell  vio- 
lently upon  him,  as  did  also  the  rest  of  the 
people,  and  taking  up  stones  to  attack  him 
withal,  they  threw  them  at  the  sophister,  and 
thought  that  if  he  were  once  ruined  the  en- 
tire sedition  would  fall  to  the  ground.  Now 
Manahem  and  his  party  made  resistance  for  a 
'  while;  but  when  they  perceived  that  the  whole 
multitude  were  falling  upon  them,  they  fled 
w  hich  way  every  one  was  able ;  those  that 
were  caught  were  slain,  and  those  that  hid 
themselves  were  searched  for.  A  few  there 
were  of  them  who  privately  escaped  to  Masada, 
among  whom  was  Eleazar,  the  son  of  Jairus, 
who  was  of  kin  to  Manahem,  and  acted  the 
part  of  a  tyrant  at  Masada  afterward.  As  for 
Manahem  himself,  be  ran  away  to  the  place 
called  Ophla,  and  there  lay  skulking  in  pri- 
vate ;  but  they  took  him  alive,  and  drew  him 
out  before  them  »1!;  they  then  tortured  him 
with  mniiv  sorts  of  torments,  and  after  all 
Blew  him.  iis  ihey  did  by  those  that  were  i-ap- 
lains  ui.der  him    Iso,  and   particularly  by  thei 


priiicipal  instrument  of  lu»  tyranny,   whoso 
name  was  Apsalom. 

10.   And,  as  I  said,  so  far  truly  the  people 
assisted  tbem,  while  they  hoped  this  might 
afford  some  amendment  to  the  seditious  prac- 
tices; but  the  others  were  not  in  haste  to  put 
an  end  to  the  war,  but  hoped  to  prosecute  it 
with  less  danger,  nowtheyhad  slain  Manahem. 
It  is  true,  that  when  the  people  earnestly  de- 
sired that  they  would  leave  off  besieging  the 
soldiers,  they  were  the  more  earnest  in  press- 
ing it  forward,  and  this  till  Metilius,  who  was 
the  Roman  general,  sent  to  Eleazar,  and  de^ 
sired  that  they  would  give  them  security  to 
spare  their  lives  only  ;   but  agreed  to  deliver 
up  their  arms,   and  what  else  they  bad  with 
them.      The    others    readily   complied   with 
their  petition,  sent  to  them  Gorion,  the  sop 
of  Nicodemus,  and  Ananias,  the  son  of  Sau- 
duk,  and  Judas,  the  son   of  Jonathan,  that 
they  might  give  them  the  security  of  their 
right  hands,  and  of  their  oaths:  after  which 
Metilius  brought  down  his  soldiers  ;    which 
soldiers,  while  they  were  in  arms,  were  not 
meddled  with  by  any  of  the  seditious,  nor  was 
there  any  appearance  of  treachery:    but  as 
soon  as,  according  to  the  articles  of  capitula- 
tion, they  had  all  laid  down  their  shields  and 
their  swords,  and  were  under  no  fartlier  sus- 
picion of  any  harm,  but  were  going  away,  Elea- 
zarVmen  attacked  them  after  a  violent  man- 
ner, and  encompassed  them   round,  and   slew 
them,  while  they  neither  defended  themselvi-s 
nor  entreated  for  mercy,  but  only  cried  out 
upon  the  breach  of  their  articles  of  capitula- 
tion and  their  oaths.      And  thus  were  all  these 
men  barbarously  murdered,  excepting  iUUr 
lius ;  for  when  he   entreated  for  mercy,  an(| 
promised  that  he  would  turn  Jew,  and  iie  cir- 
cumcised, they  saved  him  alive,  but  none  else. 
This  loss  to  the  Romans  was  but  light,  there 
being  no  more  than  a  few  sl^n  out  of  an  im^ 
mense  army;   but  still  it  appeared  to  be  a 
prelude  to  the  Jews'  own  destruction,  while 
men  made  public  lamentation  when  they  saw 
that  such  occasions  were  afforded  for  a  war  as 
were  incurable ;  that  the  city  was  all  over 
polluted  with  such  abominations,  from  which 
it  was  but   reasonable  to  expect   some   ven, 
geance,  even  though  they  should  escape  re, 
venge  from  the  Romans;  so  that  the  city  was 
611cd  with  sadness,  and  every  one  of  the  mo- 
derate men  in  it  were  under  great  disturbance, 
as  likely  themselves  to  undergo  punishment 
for  the  wickedness  of  the  seditious;  for  Id- 
deed  it  so  happened  that  this  murder  was  per^ 
petrated  on  the  Sabbath  day,  on  which  day 
the  Jew  s  have  a  respite  from  their  works  on 
account  of  divine  worship. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 


THB     CALAMITIES     AND     SLAUGHTERS     THAT 
CAME    CPON    THE    JEWS. 


§  I.  Now  the  people  of  Caesarea  had  slain 
the  Jews  that  were  amongf  them  on  the  very 
same  rfay  and  hour  [when  the  soldiers  were 
slain],  which  one  would  think  must  have 
come  to  pass  by  the  direction  of  Providence; 
insomuch  that  in  one  hour's  time  above  twenty 
thousand  Jews  were  killed,  and  all  Ciesarea 
was  emptied  of  its  Jewish  inhabitants;  for 
Florus  caught  such  as  ran  away,  and  sent 
them  in  bonds  to  the  galleys.  TTpon  which 
stroke  that  the  Jews  received  at  Cesarea,  the 
whole  nation  was  greatly  enraged ;  so  they 
divided  themselves  into  several  parties,  and 
laid  waste  the  villages  of  the  Syrians,  and 
their  neighbouring  cities,  Philadelphia*  and 
Sebonitis,  and  Gera?a,  and  Pelhi,  and  Scytho- 
polis,  and  after  them  Gadara,  and  Hippos ; 
and  falling  upon  Gacilonitis,  some  cities  they 
destroyed  there,  and  some  they  set  on  fire, 
and  then  they  went  to  Kedasa,  belonging  to  the 
Tyrians,  and  to  Ptolemais,  and  to  Gaba,  and 
(o  Cesarea ;  nor  was  either  Sebastc  (Samaria) 
or  Askelon  able  to  oppose  the  vioVence  w  ith 
which  they  were  attacked ;  and  when  they 
had  burned  these  to  the  ground,  they  entirely 
demolished  Anthedon  and  Gaza;  many  also 
of  the  villages  that  were  about  every  one  of 
those  cities  were  plundered,  and  an  immense 
slauj^hter  was  made  of  the  men  who  were 
caut^ht  in  them. 

2.  However,  the  Syrians  were  even  with 
the  Jews  in  the  multitude  of  the  men  whom 
thev  slew;  for  they  killed  those  whom  they 
caught  in  their  cities,  and  that  not  only  out 
of  the  hatred  they  bare  them,  as  formerly,  but 
to  prevent  the  danger  under  which  they  were 
from  them:  so  that  the  disorders  in  all  Syria 
were  terrible,  and  every  city  was  divided  into 
two  armies  encamped  one  against  another, 
anrl  the  preservation  of  the  one  party  was  in 
the  destruction  of  the  other;  so  the  day-time 
was  spent  in  shedding  of  blood,  and  the  night 
in  fear, — which  was  of  the  two  the  more  ter- 
rible ;  for  when  the  Syrians  thought  they  had 
ruined  the  Jews,  they  had  the  Judaizers  in 
suspicion  also  ;  and  as  each  side  did  not  care 
to  slay  those  whom  they  oidy  suspected  on 
the  other,  so  did  they  greatly  fear  them  when 
they  were  mingled  with  the  other,  as  if  they 
were  certainly  foreigners.  Moreover,  greedi- 
ness of  gain  was  a  provocation  to  kill  the 
opposite  party,  even  to  such  as  bad  of  old 
appeared  very  mild  and  gentle  towards  them; 
for  they  without  fear  plundered  the  effects  of 
the  slain,  and  carried  off  the  spoils  of  those 
whom  thev  slew  to  their  own  houses,  as  if 
they  had  been  gained  in  a  set  battle ;  and  he 
was  esteemed  a  roan  of  honour  who  got  the 


greatest  •ihare,  as  having  prevailed  over  tha 
greatest  number  of  his  enemies.  It  was 
then  common  to  see  cities  filled  with  dead 
bodies,  still  lying  unburied.  and  those  of  old 
men,  mixed  with  infants,  all  dead,  and  scat- 
tered about  together;  women  also  lay  amongst 
them,  without  any  covering  for  their  naked- 
ness: you  might  then  see  the  whole  province 
full  of  inexpressible  calamities,  while  the 
dread  of  still  more  barbarous  practices  whii:a 
were  threatened,  was  everywhere  greater  than 
what  bad  been  already  perpetrated. 

3.  And  thus  far  the  conflict  had  been  be- 
tween Jews  and  foreigners;  but  when  they 
made  excursions  to  Seythopolis,  they  found 
Jews  that  acted  as  enemies;  for  as  they  stood 
in  battle-array  with  those  of  Seythopolis,  and 
preferred  their  own  safety  before  their  relation 
to  tis,  they  fought  against  their  own  country- 
men ;  nay,  their  alacrity  was  so  very  great, 
that  those  of  Seythopolis  suspected  them. 
These  were  afraid,  therefore,  lest  they  should 
make  an  assault  upon  the  city  in  the  night- 
time, and  to  their  great  misfortune,  should 
thereby  make  an  apology  lor  themselves  tc 
their  own  people  for  their  revolt  from  them. 
So  they  commanded  them,  that  in  case  they 
would  confirm  their  agreement,  and  demon- 
strate their  fidelity  to  them,  who  were  of  a 
different  nation,  they  should  go  out  of  the 
citv,  with  their  fiimilies,  to  a  neighbouring 
grove :  and  when  they  had  done  as  they  were 
commaiuied,  without  suspecting  any  thing, 
the  people  of  Seythopolis  lay  still  for  the  in- 
terval of  two  days,  to  tempt  them  to  be  se- 
cure;  but  on  the  third  night  they  watched 
their  opportunity,  and  cut  all  their  throats, 
some  of  them  as  they  lay  unguarded,  and  some 
as  they  lay  asleep.  The  number  that  was 
slain  was  abo\'e  thirteen  thousand,  and  then 
they  plunfiered  them  of  all  thnt  they  had. 

4.  It  will  deserve  our  relation  what  befell 
Simon  :  he  was  the  son  of  one  Saul,  a  man 
of  reputation  among  the  Jews.  This  man  was 
distinguished  from  the  rest  by  the  strength  of 
his  bodv,  and  the  boldness  of  his  conduct, 
although  he  abused  them  both  to  the  mis- 
chieving  of  his  countrymen ;  for  he  came 
every  day  and  slew  a  great  many  of  the  Jews 
of  Seythopolis,  and  be  frequently  put  them 
to  flight,  and  became  himself  alone  the  cause 
of  his  army's  conquering.  But  a  just  punish- 
ment overtook  him  for  the  murders  he  had 
committed  upon  those  of  the  same  nation 
with  him  ;  for  when  the  people  of  Seythopo- 
lis threw  their  darts  at  them  in  the  grove,  he 
drew  his  sword,  but  did  not  attack  any  of  the 
enemy;  for  be  saw  that  he  could  do  nothing 
against  such  a  multitude;  but  he  cried  out, 
after  a  very  moving  maimer,  and  said, — "  O 
you  peo^e  of  Seythopolis,  I  deservedly  suffer 
for  what  I  have  done  wijh  relation  to  you, 
when  I  pave  you  such  stf  nrity  of  my  fidelity 
to  \ou,  by  shiying  so  many  of  those  that  wert 
related   to   mc.     Wherefore   we  very  justly 
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cxperieDce  the  pcrfidioiisress  of  foreigners, 
while  v\e  acted  after  a  nio>t  wicked  iiiuiiner 
against  our  o«n  nalion.  I  -.xill  therefore 
die.  polluted  wretch  as  I  am,  by  mine  own 
hands;  fur  it  it  not  tit  I  should  die  by  the 
hand  of  our  enemies;  and  let  the  simie  action 
be  to  me  both  a  punistunent  for  niv  great 
crimes,  and  a  testimony  of  my  courage  to  my 
commendation,  that  so  no  one  of  our  enemies 
may  have  it  to  brag  of,  that  be  it  was  that 
slew  rue;  and  no  one  may  insult  upon  me 
as  r  full."  Now  when  he  hud  said  this,  he 
looked  round  about  him  upon  his  family 
with  eyes  of  commiseration  and  of  rape  (that 
family  consisted  of  a  wife  and  children, 
and  his  aged  parents)  ;  so,  in  the  first  place, 
be  caught  bU  father  by  his  grey  hairs,  and 
ran  his  sword  through  him, — and  after  biin 
he  did  the  same  to  his  mother,  who  willingly 
received  it;  and  after  them  he  did  the  liketo 
his  wife  and  children,  every  one  almost  olfer- 
ing  themselves  to  his  sword,  as  desirous  to 
prevent  being  slain  by  their  enemies;  so  when 
he  had  gone  over  all  his  family,  he  stood  upon 
their  bodies  to  be  seen  by  all,  and  stretching 
out  his  right  hanii,  that  his  action  might  be 
observed  by  all,  be  sheathed  bis  entire  sword 
into  his  own  bowels.  This  young  man  was 
to  be  pitied,  on  account  of  the  strength  of  his 
body  and  the  courage  of  his  soul ;  but  since 
he  had  assured  foreigners  of  his  tidelitv 
[against  bis  own  countrymen]  he  suffered 
deservedly. 

5.  Besides  this  murder  at  Scythopolis,  the 
other  cities  rose  up  against  the  Jews  that  were 
among  them ;  those  of  Askelon  slew  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred,  and  those  of  Ptolcmais  two 
thousand,  and  put  not  a  few  into  bonds;  those 
of  Ty  re  also  put  a  great  number  to  death,  but 
kept  a  greater  number  in  prison  ;  moreover, 
those  of  Hippos  and  those  of  Gadara  did  the 
like,  wliile  they  put  to  death  the  boldest  of  the 
Jews,  but  kept  those  of  whom  they  were  most 
afraid  in  custody ;  as  did  the  rest  of  the  cities 
of  Syria,  according  as  they  every  one  either 
hated  them  or  were  afraid  of  them  ;  only  the 
Antiochians,  the  Sidonians,  and  Apamians 
spared  those  that  dwelt  with  them,  and  they 
would  not  endure  either  to  kill  any  of  the 
Jews,  or  to  put  them  in  bonds.  And  perhaps 
they  spared  them,  because  their  own  number 
was  so  great  that  they  despised  their  attempts. 
But  1  think  that  the  greatest  part  of  this  fa- 
vour was  owing  to  their  commiseration  of 
those  whom  they  saw*  to  make  no  innovations. 
As  for  the  Gerasens,  they  did  no  harm  to 
those  that  abode  with  them  ;  and  for  those 
who  had  a  mind  to  go  away,  they  conducted 
them  as  far  as  their  borders  reached. 

6.  There  w.is  also  a  plot  laid  against  the 
.Tews  in  Agrippa's  kingdom;  for  he  was  him- 
Belf  gone  to  Cestius  Gallus,  to  Antitich,  but 
had  left  one  of  his  companions,  whose  "Jtme 
w.is  Noarus,  to  take  care  of  the  public  af- 
fairs ;    which    Noams   was   of   kin    to   king 


Sohemus.*  Now  there  eame  certain  men, 
seventy  in  number,  out  of  Batanea.  who  were 
the  most  considerable  for  their  families  and 
prudence  of  the  rest  of  the  people  ;  the-e 
desired  to  have  an  army  put  into  their  bauds, 
that  if  any  tumult  should  happen,  they  might 
have  about  them  a  guard  sufficient  to  restrain 
such  as  might  rise  up  against  theia.  This 
Noarus  sent  out  some  of  tbe  king's  armed 
men  by  night,  and  slew  all  those  [seventy] 
men ;  which  bold  action  he  ventured  upon 
w  ithout  the  consent  of  Agrippa,  and  was  such 
a  lover  of  money,  that  he  chose  to  be  so  wicked 
to  his  own  countrymen,  although  he  brought 
ruin  on  the  kingdom  thereby;  and  thus  cruelly 
did  be  treat  that  nation,  and  this  contrary  to 
the  laws  also,  until  Agrippa  was  informed 
of  it,  who  did  not  indeed  dare  to  put  him  to 
death,  out  of  regard  to  Sohemus;  but  still  he 
put  an  end  to  his  procuratorship  immediately. 
But  as  to  the  seditious,  they  took  the  citadd 
which  was  called  Cypros,  and  was  above  Jeri- 
cho, and  cut  the  throats  of  the  garrison,  and 
utterly  demolished  the  fortifications.  This 
was  about  tbe  same  time  that  the  multitude 
of  the  Jews  that  were  at  Macherus  persuaded 
the  Komans  who  were  in  garrison  to  leave  the 
place,  and  deliver  it  up  to  them.  These  Ro- 
mans being  in  great  fear,  lest  the  place  should 
be  taken  by  force,  made  an  agreement  with 
them  to  depart  upon  certain  conditions  ;  and 
when  they  had  obtained  the  security  they  de- 
sired, they  delivered  up  the  citadel,  into  which 
the  people  of  Macherus  ptit  a  garrison  for 
their  own  security,  and  held  it  in  their  own 
power. 

7.  But  for  Alexandria,  the  sedition  of  the 
people  of  the  place  against  the  Jews  was  per- 
petual, and  this  from  that  very  time  when 
Alexander  [the  Great],  upon  finding  the  rea- 
diness of  the  Jews  in  assisting  him  against  the 
Egyptians,  and  as  a  reward  for  such  their 
assistance,  gave  them  equal  privileges  in  this 
city  with  tbe  Grecians  themselves; — which 
honorary  reward  continued  among  them  un- 
der his  successors,  who  also  set  apart  for  them 
a  particular  place  that  they  might  live  with- 
out being  polluted  [by  the  Gentiles],  and  were 
thereby  not  so  much  intermixed  with  foreign- 
ers as  before :  they  also  gave  them  this  far- 
ther privilege,  that  they  should  he  called  -Ma- 
cedonians. Nay,  when  tbe  Romans  got  pos- 
session of  Egypt,  neither  the  first  Casar,  nor 
any  one  that  came  after  him,  thought  of  di- 
nn'nishing  the  honours  which  Alexander  had 
bestowed  on  the  Jews.  But  still  conflicts 
perpetually  arose  with  the  Grecians ;  and 
although  the  governors  did  every  day  punish 
many  of  them,  yet  did  the  sedition  grow 
worse;  but  at  this  time  especially,  when  there 
were  tumults  in  other  places  also,  tbe  disor- 

•  Of  this  Sobemiis  we  have  meDtion  made  by  Tacihii. 
W  .■  .-jlso  learn  fnim  Dio.  that  liis  father  u  J?  kine  of  tfve 
Arahiand  of  llurra.  [wliich  Iturpa  is  meiilioDfd  b\  St. 
i.iii<<?.  ill.  1,]  holti  wtiosf  l(;st:muni«s  „re  Quoted  bcK  hv 
Ijr.tluJfcuo.     6*^  .NuldiUB.  No.Sil. 
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ders  among  them  were  put  into  a  greater 
fiaaie ;  for  when  the  Alexandrians  had  once  a 
public  assembly,  to  deliberate  about  an  em- 
bassage they  were  sending  to  Nero,  a  great 
Mumber  of  Jews  came  flocking  to  the  theatre; 
but  when  their  adversaries  saw  them,  they 
immediately  cried  out,  and  called  them  their 
enemies,  and  said  they  came  as  spies  upon 
them ;  upon  which  they  rushed  out  and  laid 
violent  hands  upon  them;  and  as  for  the  rest, 
they  were  slain  as  they  ran  away ;  but  there 
were  three  men  whom  they  caught,  and  haul- 
ed them  along,  in  order  to  have  them  burnt 
alive;  but  all  the  Jews  came  in  a  body  to 
defend  them,  who  at  first  threw  stones  at  the 
Grecians;  but  after  that  they  took  lamps, 
and  rushed  with  violence  into  the  theatre, 
and  threatened  that  they  would  burn  the  peo- 
ple to  a  man ;  and  this  they  had  soon  done, 
unless  Tiberius  Alexander,  the  governor  of 
the  city,  had  restrained  their  passions.  How- 
ever, this  man  did  not  begin  to  teach  them 
wisdom  by  arms«  but  sent  among  them  pri- 
vately some  of  the  principal  men,  and  thereby 
entreated  them  to  be  quiet,  and  n6t  provoke 
the  Roman  army  against  them  ;  but  the  sedi- 
tious made  a  jest  of  the  entreaties  of  Tiberius, 
and  reproached  him  for  so  doing. 

8.  Now  when  he  perceived  that  those  who 
were  for  innovations  would  not  be  pacified 
tilt  some  great  calamity  should  overtake  them, 
he  sent  out  upon  them  those  two  Roman  le- 
gions that  were  in  the  city,  and  together  with 
them  five  thousand  other  soldiers,  who,  by 
chance,  were  come  together  out  of  Libya,  to 
the  ruin  of  the  Jews.  They  were  also  per- 
mitted not  only«to  kill  them,  but  to  plunder 
them  of  what  they  had,  and  set  fire  to  thfeir 
houses.  These  soldiers  rushed  violently  into 
that  part  of  the  city  which  was  called  Delta, 
where  the  Jewish  people  lived  together,  and 
did  as  they  were  bidden,  though  not  without 
bloodshed  on  their  own  side  also;  for  the 
Jews  got  together,  and  set  those  that  were  the 
be>t  armed  among  them  in  the  fore-front, 
and  made  resistance  for  a  great  while ;  but 
when  once  they  gave  back,  they  were  de- , 
siroyed  unmercifully;  and  this  their  destruc- 
tion was  complete,  some  being  caught  in  the 
open  field,  and  others  forced  into  their  houses, 
which  houses  were  first  plundered  of  what 
was  in  them,  and  then  set  on  fire  by  the  Ro- 
mans; wherein  no  mercy  was  shown  to  the 
infants,  and  no  regard  had  to  the  aged;  but 
tbey  went  on  m  the  slaughter  of  persons  of 
every  age,  till  all  the  place  was  overflowed 
with  blood,  and  fifty  thousand  of  them  lay 
dead  upon  heaps ;  nor  had  the  remainder 
been  preserved,  had  they  not  betaken  them- 
selves to  supplication.  So  Alexander  com- 
miserated their  condition,  and  gave  orders  to 
the  Romans  to  retire:  accordinjjly,  these, 
being  accustomed  to  obey  orders,  lelt  off  kill- 
ing at  the  first  intimation  ;  but  the  populace 
of  Alexandria'  bare  so  very  great  hatred  to 


the  Jews,  that  it  was  difficult  to  recall  them  i 
and  it  was  a  hard  thing  to  make  them  leave 
their  dead  bodies. 

9.  And  this  was  the  miserable  calamity 
which  at  this  time  befell  the  Jews  at  Alexan* 
dria.  Hereupon  Cestius  thought  fit  no  longer 
to  lie  still,  while  the  Jews  were  everywhere 
up  in  arms  ;  so  he  took  out  of  Antioch  the 
twelfth  legion  entire,  and  out  of  each  of  the 
rest  he  selected  two  thousand,  with  six  cohorts 
of  footmen,  and  four  troops  of  horsemen,  be- 
sides those  auxiliaries  which  were  sent  by  the 
kings;  of  which  Antiochus*  sent  two  thou- 
sand horsemen,  and  three  thousand  footmen, 
with  as  many  archers;  and  Agrippa  sent  the 
same  number  of  footmen,  and  one  thousand 
horsemen ;  Sohcmus  also  followed  with  four 
thousand,  a  third  part  whereof  were  horsemen, 
but  most  part  were  archers,  and  thus  did  he 
march  to  Ptolemais.  There  were  also  great 
numbers  of  auxiliaries  gathered  together  from 
the  [free]  cities,  who  indeed  had  not  the  same 
skill  in  martial  affairs,  but  made  up  in  their 
alacrity  and  in  their  hatred  to  the  Jews  what 
they  wanted  in  skill.  There  came  also  along 
with  Cestius,  Agrippa  himself,  both  as  a  guide 
in  his  march  over  the  country,  and  a  director 
of  what  was  fit  to  be  done;  so  Cestius  took  part 
of  his  forces,  and  marched  hastily  to  Zabuton, 
a  strong  city  of  Galilee,  which  was  called  the 
City  of  Men^  and  divides  the  country  of  Pto- 
lemais from  our  nation ;  this  he  found  deserted 
by  its  men,  the  multitude  having  fled  to  the 
mountains,  but  full  of  all  sorts  of  good  things ; 
those  he  gave  leave  to  the  soldiers  to  plunder, 
and  set  fire  to  the  city,  although  it  was  of  ad* 
mirable  beauty,  and  had  its  houses  built  lihe 
those  in  Tyre,  and  Sidon,  and  Berytus.  Af- 
ter this  he  overran  all  the  country,  and  seized 
upon  whatsoever  came  in  his  way,  and  set 
fire  to  the  villages  that  were  round  about 
them,  and  then  returned  to  Ptolemais.  But 
when  the  Syrians,  and  especially  those  of 
Berytus,  were  busy  in  plundering,  the  Jews 
plucked  up  their  courage  again,  for  they 
knew  that  Cestius  was  retired,  and  fell  upon 
those  that  were  left  behind  unexpectedly,  and 
destroyed  about  two  thousand  of  them. 

10.  And  now  Cestius  himself  marched  from 
Ptolemais,  and  came  to  Cesarea;  but  he  sent 
part  of  his  army  before  him  to  Joppa,  and 
gave  orders,  that  if  they  cordd  take  that  city 
[by  surprise]  they  should  keep  it;  but  that  in 
case  the  citizens  should  perceive  they  were 
coming  to  attack  them,  they  then  should  stay 
for  him,  and  for  the  rest  of  the  army.  So 
some  of  them  made  a  brisk  march  by  the  sea- 
side, and  some  by  land,  and  so  coming  upon 
them  on  both  sides,  they  took  the  city  with 
ease;  and  as  the  inhabitants  had  made  no  pro- 
vision aforehand  for  a  flight,  nor  had  gotten 

•  Sp^nhfim  nntf<  on  thf  place,  that  this  latter  Antiix 
rhus,  wlio  «a5  rallrcl  Fpiphares,  is  mentioned  by  Dio, 
V\K.  J..  r>4o;  !iiifi  thnt  lie  is  nienliuned  Ly  Josepbus  elao 
wher^  twicr  also,  b  V,  cbap.  xL  sect.  3;  atfd  Antiq.  b. 
xix.  cbap.  Tiii.  sect  L 
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eny  thing  ready  for  6frMinp,  the  soldiers  fell 
upon  them,  and  slew  them  all,  \rith  their  fa- 
milies, and  then  plundered  and  burnt  the 
dty.  The  number  of  the  slain  »vas  eight  thou- 
sand four  hundred.  In  like  manner  Cestius 
gent  also  a  considerable  body  of  horsemen  to 
the  toparchy  of  Xarbatene,  that  adjoined  to 
Cesarea,  who  destroyed  the  country,  and  slew 
a  great  multitude  of  its  people;  they  also 
plundered  -what  they  had,  and  burnt  their  vil- 
lages. 

U.  Hut  Cestius  sentGallus,  the  commander 
of  the  twelfth  legion  into  Galilee,  and  rieli- 
Tcred  to  him  as  many  of  his  forces  as  he  sup- 
posed sufficient  to  subdue  that  nation.  He 
■was  received  by  the  strongest  city  of  Galilee, 
which  was  Sepphoris,  with  acclamations  of 
joy ;  which  wise  conduct  of  that  city  occa- 
sioned the  rest  of  the  cities  to  be  in  quiet ; 
while  the  seditious  part  and  the  robbers  ran 
away  to  that  mountain  which  lies  in  the  very 
middle  of  Galilee,  and  is  situated  over  against 
Sepphoris;  it  is  called  Asamon.  So  Gallus 
hrought  his  forces  against  them;  but  while 
those  men  were  in  the  superior  parts  above 
the  Romans  they  easily  threw  their  darts  upon 
the  Romans,  as  they  made  their  approaches, 
and  elew  about  two  hundred  of  them ;  but 
when  the  Romans  had  gone  round  the  moun- 
tains, and  were  gotten  into  the  parts  above 
their  enemies,  the  others  were  soon  beaten  ; 
nor  could  they  who  bad  only  light  armour  on 
sustain  the  force  of  them  (hat  fought  them 
armed  all  over ;  nor  when  they  were  beaten 
could  they  escape  the  enemy's  horsemen ;  in- 
somuch that  only  some  few  concealed  them- 
selves in  certain  places  hard  to  be  oome  at, 
among  the  mountains,  while  the  rest,  above 
two  thousand  in  number,  were  slain. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

WHATCESTIITS  DID  AGAINST  THF  .TFWS;  AND 
BOW,  UPON  BIS  BESIEGING  .'I  1,'  -M  EM,  HE 
BETREATED  FBOM  THE  CITY,  WITHOUT  ANT 
JCSl  OCCASION  IN  THE  WORLD.  AS  ALSO 
WHAT  SEVERE  CALAMITIES  HE  UNDERWENT 
FKOM  THE  JEWS  IN  HIS  EETBEAT. 

§  I.  And  now  Gallus,  seeing  nothing  more 
that  looked  towards  an  innovation  in  Galilee, 
returr<Hi  with  his  army  to  Cesarea:  but  Ces- 
tius removed  with  bis  whole  army,  and  march- 
ed to  Antipatris ;  and  when  he  was  informed 
that  there  was  a  great  body  of  Jewish  forces 
gotten  together  in  a  certain  tower  called 
Aphek,  he  sent  a  party  before  to  fight  them : 
but  this  party  dispersed  the  Jews  by  affright- 
ing  them  before  it  came  to  a  battle:  so  they 
came,  and  finding  their  camp  deserted,  they 
biirnt  it,  as  wtll  as  the  villages  that  lay  about 
it.  Jiut  when  Cestius  had  marched  from  An- 
tipatris to  Lydda,  he  found  th«  city  empty 


of  its  men,  for  the  whole  multitude*  were 
gone  up  to  Jerusalem  to  the  feast  of  taberna- 
cles ;  yet  did  he  destroy  fifty  of  those  that 
showed  themselves,  and  burnt  the  city,  and 
so  marched  forwards  ;  and  ascending  by  Beth- 
oron.  he  pitched  his  camp  at  a  certain  place 
called  Gabao,  fifty  furlongs  distant  from  Je- 
rusalem. 

2.  But  as  for  the  Je^vs,  when  they  saw  the 
war  approaching  to  their  metropolis,  they  left 
the  feast,  and  betook  themselves  to  their  arms; 
and  taking  courage  greatly  from  their  multi- 
tude, went  in  a  sudden  and  disorderly  man- 
ner to  the  ^ght,  with  a  great  noise,  and  with- 
out any  consideration  had  of  the  rest  of  the 
seventh  day,  although  the  Sabbath  was  the 
day  to  which  they  had  the  greatest  regard ; 
but  that  rage  which  made  them  forget  the 
religious  observation  [of  the  Sabbath],  made 
them  too  hard  for  their  enemies  in  the  fight : 
«Hlh  such  violence,  therefore,  did  they  fill 
upon  the  Romans,  as  to  break  into  their  ranks, 
and  to  march  through  the  midst  of  them, 
making  a  great  slaughter  as  they  went,  inso- 
much that  unless  the  horsemen,  and  such  part 
of  the  footmen  as  were  not  yet  tired  in  the 
action,  had  wheeled  round,  and  succoured 
that  part  of  the  army  which  wa«  not  yet  bro- 
ken. Cestius,  with  his  whole  army,  had  been 
in  danger:  however,  five  hundred  and  fifteen 
of  the  Romans  were  slain,  of  which  number 
four  hundred  were  footmen,  and  the  rest  horse- 
men, while  the  Jews  lost  only  twenty-two.  of 
whom  the  most  valiant  were  the  kinsmen  of 
Monobazus,  kingof  Adiabere,  and  their  names 
were  Wonobazus  and  Kenedeus  ;  and  next  to 
them  were  Niger  of  Perea.  *nd  Silas  of  Ba- 
bylon, who  had  deserted  from  king  Agrippa 
to  the  Jews ;  for  he  had  formerly  served  in 
his  army.  When  the  front  of  the  Jewish  army 
had  been  cut  off,  the  Jews  retired  into  the 
city ;  hut  still  Simon,  the  son  of  Giora,  fell 
upon  the  becks  of  the  Romans  as  they  were 
ascending  up  Bethoron,  and  put  the  hindmost 
of  the   army   into   disorder,   and    carried   off 


•  Here  we  have  An  eminent  example  of  that  Jewish 
lanena^e,  which  Dr.  \^  all  tnji;  observes,  we  acveral 
(imes  tinil  used  in  the  sacrrd  writincs;  I  meao  wtirre 
the  wnrds"aM,*'  or  "whole  muUitude,"  fltr,  are  iis*-d 
for  much  the  f^reatett  part  only ;  but  not  so  as  lo  include 
every  person  without  exception;  for  when  Joaephua  had 
said,  tliat  the  "whole  multitude"  (iill  the  mates]  of 
l.ydda  were  eone  lo  the  feast  of  labrrrmclrs,  tie  imme- 
diately .adds,  ttiat.  however,  no  (ewer  than  fifty  of  theim 
appeared,  and  were  saia  b>  the  Romans.  Other  exam- 
ples sxicewhat  Lke  th.s  I  have  ohserred  elsewhere  iu 
Josephus;  but,  as  I  think,  none  so  remarkable  as  this. 
See  U  all's  Cntical  ObaervalioDs  on  the  Old  reslament, 

U  e  haee  also  in  this  and  the  next  section,  Iwo  emi- 
nent facts  to  be  observed,  vie.  the  iir»t  eianlpie,  Ibat  I 
remember  in  Joaephus,  of  the  onset  of  tlie  Jews'  eue- 
mies  upon  their  country  when  their  males  were  gone  up 
To  Jerusalem  lo  one  of  lhe:rthree  sacred  festivals;  which, 
during  the  theocracy,  God  bad  promised  to  preserve  tbem 
from.  Kxod.  xxxiv.  24  The  second  fact  is  this,  the 
breach  of  the  Sabbath  by  the  (editions  J.-ws  in  an  otfeo- 
sive  6ehl.  contrary  to  the  universal  doctrine  and  pnu> 
tire  of  Iheir  nation  in  these  asea.  and  even  ccntiarr  to 
what  Ihej  IhemselTe--  a;:er^^ard  practised  in  the  rest  of 
this  war.     &ee  the  note  on  Antiq  b.  xvi.  ch.  3,  secL^ 
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many  of  the  beasts  that  carried  the  weapons 
of  war,  and  led  them  into  the  city  ;  but  as 
Ccstiiis  tarried  there  three  days,  the  Jews 
beized  upon  the  elevated  pfirts  of  the  r.ity,  and 
set  wati'hes  at  the  eiitranoes  into  the  city,  and 
appeared  opeidy  resolved  not  to  rest  w  heu  once 
tbe  Uoinans  should  bej,nn  to  march. 

3.  And  now  when  A^'rippa  observed  that 
oven  ti»e  atfairs  of  the  Uomans  were  likely  to 
be  in  danger,  while  such  an  immense  multi- 
tude of  their  enemies  had  seized  upon  the 
mountains  round  about,  he  determined  to  try 
what  the  Jews  would  agree  to  by  words,  as 
thinking  that  be  should  either  persuade  them 
all  to  desist  from  lighting,  or,  however,  that 
he  should  cause  the  sober  part  of  them  to 
separate  themselves  from  the  opposite  party. 
So  he  sent  Borceus  and  Phebus,  the  per- 
sons of  his  party  that  were  the  best  known 
to  them,  and  promised  them  that  Cestius 
should  give  them  his  right  band,  to  secure 
them  of  the  Romans'  entire  forgiveness  of 
what  they  had  done  amiss,  if  they  would  throw 
away  their  arms,  and  come  over  to  them:  but 
the  seditious,  fearing  lest  the  whole  multitude, 
in  hopes  of  security  to  themselves,  should  go 
over  to  Agrippa,  resolved  immediately  to  fall 
upon  and  kill  the  ambassadors:  accordingly 
they  slew  Pbebus  before  he  said  a  word,  but 
Borceus  was  only  wounded,  and  so  prevented 
bis  fate  by  flying  away.  And  when  the  peo- 
ple were  very  angry  at  this,  they  hud  the 
seditious  beaten  with  stones  and  clubs,  and 
drove  them  before  them  into  the  city. 

4.  But  now  Cestius  observing  that  the  dis- 
t;irhances  that  were  begun  among  the  Jews 
atlorded  him  a  proper  opportunity  to  attack 
them,  took  his  whole  army  along  with  him, 
and  put  the  Jews  to  fligiit,  and  pursued  them 
to  Jerusalem'.  He  then  pitched  h'n  camp 
upon  the  elevation  called  Scopus  [or  watch- 
tower],  which  was  distant  seven  furlongs  from 
the  city  ;  vet  did  be  not  assault  thetn  in  three 
davs'  time,  out  of  expectation  that  those  with- 
in niight  perhaps  yield  a  little;  and  in  the 
mean  time  he  sent  out  a  great  marjy  of  his 
soldiers  into  neighbouring  villages,  to  seize 
upon  their  corn ;  and  on  the  fourth  day, 
which  was  the  thirtieth  of  the  month  Hyper- 
bereteus  [Tisri],  when  he  put  his  army  in 
arrav,  he  brought  it  into  the  city.  Now  for 
the  people,  they  were  kept  under  by  the  sedi- 
tious ;  but  the  seditious  themselves  were  great- 
ly affrighted  at  the  good  order  of  the  Romans, 
and  retired  from  the  suburl)S.  and  retreated 
into  the  inner  part  of  the  city,  and  into  the 
temple.  But  when  Cestius  was  come  into 
the  citv,  he  set  the  part  called  Bezetha,  which 
is  also  called  Cenopolis  [or  the  new  city],  on 
fire;  its  he  did  also  to  the  timber-market: 
after  which  he  came  into  the  upper  city,  and 
pitched  his  camp  over  against  the  royal 
palace  ;  and  had  he  but  at  this  very  time 
attempted  to  get  within  the  walls  by  force,  he 
had  won  the  city  presently,  and  the  war  had 


been  put  an  end  to  at  once ;  but  Tyrannius 
Priscus,  the  muster-master  of  the  array,  anb 
a  great  number  of  the  otBcera  of  the  horse, 
had  been  corrupted  by  Florus,  and  diverted 
him  from  that  his  attempt;  and  that  was  the 
occasion  that  this  war  lusted  ao  very  lone,  and 
thereby  the  Jews  were  involved  in  such  in- 
curable calamities. 

5.  In  the  mean  time,  many  of  the  principal 
men  of  the  city  were  persuaded  by  Anunus, 
the  son  of  Jonathan,  and  invited  Cestius  into 
the  city,  and  were  about  to  open  the  gates 
for  him;  but  he  overlooked  this  offer,  partly 
out  of  his  anger  at  the  Jews,  and  partly  be- 
cause be  did  not  thoroughly  believe  they  were 
in  earnest ;  whence  it  was  that  he  delayed 
the  matter  so  long,  that  the  seditious  per- 
ceived  the  treachery,  and  threw  Ananus  and 
those  of  his  party  down  from  the  wall,  and, 
pelting  them  with  stones,  drove  them  into 
their  bouses;  but  they  stood  themselves  at 
proper  distances  in  the  towers,  and  threw  their 
darts  at  those  that  were  getting  over  the  wall. 
Thus  did  the  Romans  make  their  attack 
against  the  wall  for  five  days,  but  to  no  pur- 
pose. But  on  the  next  day,  Cestius  took  a 
great  many  of  his  choicest  men,  and  with 
them  the  archers,  and  attempted  to  break 
into  the  temple  at  the  northern  quarter  of  it: 
but  the  Jews  beat  them  olf  from  the  cloisters, 
and  repulsed  them  several  times  when  they 
were  gotten  near  to  the  wall,  till  at  length  the 
multitude  of  the  darts  cut  them  off.land  made 
them  retire  :  but  the  first  rank  of  the  Ro 
mans  rested  their  shields  upon  the  wall,  and 
so  did  those  that  were  behind  them,  and  the 
like  did  those  that  were  still  more  backward, 
and  guarded  themselves  with  what  they  call 
Testudo,  [the  hack  of]  a  tortoise,  upon  which 
the  darts  that  were  thrown  fell,  and  slided  otf 
without  doing  them  any  harm;  so  the  soldiers 
undermined  the  wall,  without  being  them- 
selves hurt,  and  got  all  things  ready  for  set- 
ting fire  to  the  gate  of  the  temple. 

6.  And  now  it  was  that  a  horrible  fear  seized 
upon  the  seilitious,  insomuch  that  many  of 
them  ran  out  of  the  city,  as  though  it  were  to 
be  taken  immediately  ;  but  the  people  upon 
this  took  courage,  and  where  the  wicked  part 
of  the  city  gave  ground,  thither  did  they 
come,  in  order  to  set  open  the  gates,  and  to 
adujit  Cestius  as  their  benrfactor,  who,  had 
he  but  continued  the  siege  •little  longer,  had 
certainly  taken  the  city  ;  but  it  was,  I  sup- 
pose, owing  to  the  aversion  God  had  already 
at  the  city  and  the  sanctuary,  that  he  was 
hindered  from  putting  an  end  to  the  war  that 
very  day.* 


•  There  may  another  very  important,  and  very  pro. 
videritial,  rea^nn  be  here  assigned  for  this  strange  and 
foolish  retreat  of  Cestius;  which,  if  Josephus  haii  been 
now  a  Christian,  he  might  probably  have  taken  notlM 
of  al.o;  and  that  is,  the  alfordini;  the  Jewish  Chrisliant 
in  llie  city  an  opportunity  of  calline  to  mind  the  pre- 
diction and  caution  C'ven  tliein  by  Cltrist  about  thirty- 
lbn--p  \ears  anj  a  half  before,  that  "when  they  ehonld 
see  the  abomination  nf  dfsolation "  [tne  idoIatroDS 
1   4 
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7.  It  then  happened  that  Cestius  was  not 
conscious  either  how  the  besieg-ed  despaired  of 
success,  nor  how  courageous  the  people  were 
for  him;  and  so  he  recalled  his  soldiers  from 
the  place,  and  hy  despairing  of  any  expectation 
of  taking  it,  without  having  received  any  dis- 
grace, be  retired  from  the  city,  without  any 
reason  in  the  world.  That  when  the  robbers 
perceived  this  unexpected  retreat  of  his,  thev 
resumed  their  coura^re,  and  ran  after  the  hinder 
parts  of  his  army,  and  destroyed  a  considerable 
number  of  both  their  horsemen  and  footmen  ; 
and  now  Cestius  lay  all  night  at  the  camp, 
which  was  at  Scopus;  and  as  he  went  oflf  fur- 
ther next  day,  he  thereby  invited  the  enemy 
to  follow  him,  who  still  fell  upon  the  hind- 
most, and  destroyed  them;  they  also  fell  upon 
the  flank  on  each  side  of  the  army,  and  threw 
darts  upon  them  obliquely,  nor  durst  those  that 
were  hindmost  turn  back  upon  those  who 
wounded  them  behind,  as  imagining  that  the 
multitude  of  those  that  pursued  them  was 
immense  ;  nor  did  they  venture  to  drive  away 
those  that  pressed  upon  them  on  each  side, 
because  they  were  heavy  with  their  arms,  and 
were  afraid  of  breaking  their  ranks  to  pieces, 
and  because  they  saw  the  Jews  were  light  and 
ready  for  making  incursions  upon  them.  And 
this  was  the  reason  why  the  Romans  suffered 
greatly  without  being  able  to  revenge  them- 
selves uptni  their  enemies;  so  they  were  galled 
all  the  w4y,  and  their  ranks  were  put  into  dis- 
order, and  those  that  were  thus  put  out  of  their 
ranks  were  slain  ;  among  whom  were  Priscus 
the  commander  of  the  sixth  legion,  and  Lon- 
ginus  the  tribune,  and  Emilius  Secundus,  the 
commander  of  a  troop  of  horsemen.  So  it 
was  not  without  dilhcnlty  that  they  pot  to 
Gabao,  their  former  camp,  and  that  not  with- 
out the  loss  of  a  great  part  of  their  baggntre. 
There  it  was  that  Cestius  staid  two  days;  and 
was  in  great  distress  to  know  what  he  should 
do  in  these  circumstances;  but  when,  on  the 
third  day,  he  saw  a  still  greiiter  nunibor  of 
enemies,  and  all  the  parts  round  about  him 
full  of  Jews,  he  understood  that  his  delay  was 
to  his  own  detriment,  and  that  if  he  staiil  any 
longer  there,  he  should  have  still  more  eue- 
mies  upon  him, 

8.  That  therefore  he  might  fly  the  faster, 
he  gave  orders  to  cast  away  what  might  "bin- 
der his  army's  march;  so  they  killed  the  mules 
and  other  creatures,  excepting  those  that  cur- 
ried  their   darts  and   machines,    which   they 

Roman  armies,  with  Uie  images  of  tbeir  idols  in  their 
ensicns,  ready  to  lay  Jerusalem  desolate,]  "  stand  where 
it  oncht  nol,"or.  "ia  the  holy  vla"*^;"  or  "when  they 
nhonld  6ee  Jerusalem  eocompassed  with  armies."  they 
should  tlieo  "6ee  to  the  mountains."  By  compfyin? 
with  which  those  Jewish  Chrislians  fled  to  the  monn- 
tains  of  Perea.  and  escaped  this  destruction.  See  Lit. 
Accoropl.  of  Propb  page  09.  70.  Nor  was  there,  per- 
haps, anyone  instance  of  a  more  nnpolnic,  but  more 
providential  conduct  than  this  rt-treat  of  Cestius,  visihle 
^unnij  Ibis  wliole  sieee  of  Jerusalem:  which  yet  was 
providentially  sufih  a  "  cjeat  trihnlaUon.  as  had  not  been 
frum   the  heeinnii?gof  the  world  to  that  tii 


«vcr  ibould  be  "— /6fd,  panes  70.  71. 
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retained  for  their  own  use,  and  this  principaBy 
because  they  were  afraid  lest  the  Jews  should 
seize  upon  them.  He  then  made  his  army 
march  on  as  far  as  Bethoron.  Now  the  Jewt 
did  not  so  much  press  upon  them  when  they 
were  in  large  open  places  ;  but  when  they 
were  penned  up  in  their  descent  through  nar- 
row passages,  then  did  some  of  them  get  be- 
fore, and  hindered  them  from  getting  out  of 
them;  and  others  of  them  thrust  the  hinder- 
most  down  into  the  lower  places;  and  the 
whole  multitude  extended  themselves  over 
against  the  neck  of  the  passage,  and  covered 
the  Roman  army  with  their  darts.  In  which 
circumstances,  as  the  footmen  knew  not  how 
to  defend  themselves,  so  the  danger  pressed 
the  horsemen  still  more,  for  they  were  so  pelt- 
ed, that  they  could  not  march  along  the  road 
in  their  ranks,  and  the  ascents  were  so  high, 
that  the  cavalry  were  not  able  to  march  ngnin^-t 
the  enemy;  the  precipices  also,  and  valleys 
into  which  they  frequently  fell,  and  tumbled 
do«*n,  were  such  on  each  side  of  theui,  that 
there  was  neither  place  for  their  flight,  nor 
any  contrivance  could  be  thought  of  for  their 
defence;  till  the  disfress  they  were  at  last  in 
was  so  great  that  they  betook  themselves  to 
lamentations,  and  to  such  mournful  cries  as 
men  use  in  the  utmost  despair:  the  joyful 
acclamations  of  the  Jews  also,  as  they  encou- 
raged one  another,  echoed  the  sounds  hack 
again,  these  last  composing  a  noise  of  those 
that  at  once  rejoiced  and  were  in  a  rage.  In- 
deed these  things  were  come  to  such  a  pass, 
that  the  Jews  had  almost  taken  Cestius's 
entire  army  prisoners,  had  not  the  night  come 
on,  when  the  Romans  fled  to  Bethoron,  and 
the  Jews  seized  upon  all  the  places  round 
about  them,  and  watched  for  their  coming  out 
[in  the  morniiip]. 

9.  And  then  it  was  that  Cestius,  detspairing 
of  ol>taining  room  for  a  public  march,  cotit ri- 
ved how  he  might  best  run  away;  and  when 
he  had  selected  four  hundred  of  the  most 
courageous  of  his  sobliers,  he  placed  Ibem  at 
the  strongest  of  their  fortifications;  and  gave 
order,  that  when  they  vvent  up  to  the  morn- 
ing guard,  they  should  erect  their  ensigns,  that 
the  Jews  might  be  made  to  believe  that  the 
entire  array  was  there  still,  while  he  himself 
took  the  rest  of  his  forces  with  him,  a'ld 
marched,  without  any  noise,  thirty  furlongri. 
But  when  the  Jews  perceived,  in  the  morn- 
ing, that  the  camp  was  empty,  they  ran  ufton 
those  four  hundred  who  had  deluded  them, 
and  immediately  threw  their  darts  at  rliern, 
and  slew  them  ;  and  then  pursued  after  Cm- 
tins.  But  he  had  already  made  use  of  a  great 
part  of  the  night  in  his  tlight,  and  still  marched 
quicker  when  it  was  day;  insomuch  that  the 
soldiers,  through  the  astonishment  and  fear 
tbey  were  in,  left  behind  them  their  engines 
for  sieges,  and  for  throwing  of  stones,  and  a 
great  part  of  the  instruments  of  war.  So 
the  Jews  went  on  pursuing  the   Romans  &• 
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far  ««  Antipatris;  after  which,  seeing  they 
could  not  overtake  them,  they  came  back  and 
took  the  engines,  and  spoiled  the  dead  bodies; 
»!id  gathered  the  prey  together  which  the  Ro- 
niuns  had  left  behind  them,  and  came  back 
running  and  singing  to  their  metropolis ; 
while  they  had  themselves  lost  a  few  only, 
but  had  slain  of  the  Romans  five  thousand  and 
three  hundred  footmen,  and  three  hundred 
and  eighty  horsemen.  This  defeat  happened 
on  the  eighth  day  of  the  month  Dius  [Mar- 
hesvan],  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Nero. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

CKSTICS  SENDS  AMBASSADORS  TO  NF.RO.  THE 
PEOPLE  or  DAMASffS  SLAY  THOSE  JEWS 
THAT  LIVED  WITH  THEM.  THE  PEOPLE  OF 
JERUSALEM,  AFTER  [THEY  HAD  LEFT  OFF] 
PURSUING  CESTIUS,  IIETL'RN  TO  THE  CITY, 
AND  GET  THINGS  READY  FOR  ITS  DEFENCE, 
AND  MAKE  A  GREAT  .MANY  GENERALS  FOR 
THEIR  ARMIES,  AND  PARTUULARLY  JOSE- 
PMl'S,  THE  WRITfR  OF  THESE  BOOKS.  SOME 
ACCOUNT  OF  HIS   A  D.MINISTRATION. 

§  1.  .\fter  this  calamity  had  befallen  Ces- 
tius,  manv  of  the  most  emitieiit  of  the  Jews 
swam  away  from  the  city,  as  from  a  ship  svhcn 
it  was  going  to  sijik;  Costobarus,  therefore, 
and  Saul,  who  were  brethren,  together  with 
Philip,  the  son  of  Jacimus,  who  was  the  com- 
mander of  king  Agrippa's  forces,  ran  away 
from  the  city,  and  went  to  Cestius.  But  then 
how  Antipas,  who  had  been  besieged  with 
them  in  the  king's  palace,  but  would  not  fly 
away  with  them,  was  afterwards  slain  by  the 
seditious,  we  shall  relate  hereafter.  However, 
Cestius  sent  Saul  and  his  friends,  at  their  own 
desire,  to  .^chaia,  to  Nero,  to  inform  him  of 
the  great  distress  they  were  in;  and  to  lay  the 
blame  of  their  kindling  the  war  upon  Florus, 
as  hoping  to  alleviate  his  own  danger,  by 
provoking  his  indignation  against  Florus. 

2.  In  the  mean  time,  the  people  of  Damas- 
cus, when  they  were  informed  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Romans,  set  about  the  slaughter 
of  those  Jews  that  were  among  them;  and 
as  they  had  them  already  cooped  up  together 
in  the  place  of  public  exercises,  which  they  had 
done, outof  the  suspicion  theyhad  of  them, they 
thought  they  should  meet  with  no  difficulty  in 
the  attempt;  yet  did  they  distrust  their  own 
wives,  which  were  almost  all  of  them  addicted 
to  the  Jewish  religion ;  on  which  account 
it  was  that  their  greatest  concern  was,  how 
fhey  might  conceal  these  things  from  them; 
so  they  came  upon  the  Jews,  and  cut  their 
tbrttats,  as  being  in  a  narrow  place,  in  number 
ien  thousand,  and  all  of  them  unarmed,  and 
ibis  in  one  hour's  time,  without  any  body  to 
Ii:iturb  them. 

3.  But  as  to  those  who  had  pursued  after 


Cestius,  when  they  were  returned  back  to 
Jerusalem,  they  overoore  some  of  those  that 
favoured  the  Romans  by  violence,  and  some 
they  persuaded  [by  entreaties]  to  join  with 
them,  and  got  together  in  great  numbers  in 
the  temple,  and  appointed  a  great  many 
generals  for  the  war.  Joseph  also,  the  son  of 
Gorion,'  and  Ananus  the  high- priest,  were 
chosen  as  governors  of  all  affairs  svithin  tbe 
city,  and  with  a  particular  charge  to  repair 
the  walls  of  the  city;  for  they  did  not  ordain 
Eleazar,  the  son  of  Simon,  to  that  olfice, 
although  he  bad  gotten  into  his  possession  tiio 
prey  they  had  taken  from  the  Romans,  and 
the  money  they  had  taken  from  Cestius,  to- 
gether with  a  great  part  of  the  public  treasures, 
because  they  saw  he  was  of  a  tyrannical 
temper;  and  that  his  followers  were,  in  their 
behaviour,  like  guanls  about  him.  However, 
the  want  they  were  in  of  Eleazar 's  money, 
and  the  subtile  tricks  useil  by  him,  brought  all 
so  about,  that  the  people  were  circumvented, 
and  submitted  themselves  to  his  authority 
in  all  public  affairs. 

4.  Tliey  also  chose  other  generals  for  Idu- 
mea ;  Jesus  the  son  of  Sapphias,  one  of  the 
high-priests;  and  Eleazar  the  son  of  Ananias, 
the  high-priest;  they  also  enjoined  Niger,  the 
then  governor  of  ldumea,f  who  was  of  a 
family  that  belonged  to  Perea,  beyond  Jordan, 
and  was  thence  called  the  Peraite,  that  he 
should  be  obedient  to  those  fore-named  com- 
man<lers.  Nor  did  they  neglect  the  care  of 
other  parts  of  the  country;  but  Joseph  the  son 
of  Simon  was  sent  as  general  to  Jericho,  as 
was  Blanasseh  to  Perea,  and  John,  the  Essene, 
to  the  topurchy  of  Thamnii;  Lydda  was  also 
added  to  his  portion,  and  Joppa  and  Emmaus. 
But  John,  the  son  of  Matthias,  was  made 
the  governor  of  the  toparchies  of  Gopbnitica 
and  Arrabatenp,  as  was  Josephus,  the  son 
of  Matthias,  of  both  the  Galilees.  Gamala 
also,  which  was  the  strongest  city  in  those 
parts,  was  put  under  his  command. 

5.  So  every  one  of  the  other  commanders 
administered  the  affairs  of  his  portion  with 
that  alacrity  and  prudence  they  were  masters 
of;  but  as  to  Josephus,  when  he  came  into 
Galilee,  his  first  care  was  to  gain  the  good- 
will of  the  people  of  that  country,  as  sensible 
that  he  should  thereby  have  in  general  good 
success,  although  he  should  fail  in  other 
points.  And  being  conscious  to  himself  that 
if  he  communicated  part  of  his  power  to  the 

•  From  thi5  name  of  Josepli  the  son  of  Gorioo,  or 
Gorion  the  son  of  Joseph,  as  (b.  iv.  chap.  iiL  secL  9.) 
one  of  the  governors  of  Jerusalem,  who  was  slain  at  tho 
be^nning  of  the  tumults  by  the  zealots  (b.  iv.  chap.  vL 
sect.  1),  the  much  later  Jewish  author  of  an  history  of 
that  nation  takes  his  title,  and  yet  personates  our  true 
Josephus,  the  son  of  Matthias ;  but  the  cheat  is  loo  groM 
to  he  put  upon  the  learned  world. 

+  We  may  observe  here,  that  the  Idumeans,  as 
having  been  proselytes  of  justice  since  the  days  of  John 
Hyrcanus,  during  about  I'Jo  years,  were  now  esteemed 
as  part  of  the  Jewish  nation,  and  here  provided  vr\ib  a 
Jewish  coiumander  accordingly.  See  the  Dote  upoa 
Antiq-  h.   xiii-  chap,  ix   Beet   1 
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great  men^  be  should  make  tbein  bis  fast 
txieiidi;  and  that  he  should  gain  the  same 
Cuvoiir  frcm  the  multitude,  if  be  executed  bis 
coiniimiids  hy  persona  of  their  own  country, 
ar.d  with  whom  they  were  well  acquainted; 
he  chose  out  seventy*  of  the  most  prudent 
men*  and  those  elders  in  age^  and  appointed 
them  to  be  rulers  of  all  Gaiilee,  as  he  chose 
seven  judges  in  every  city  to  bear  the  leaser 
quarreU;  for  as  to  the  greater  causes,  and 
those  wherein  life  and  death  were  concerned, 
be  enjoined  they  should  be  brought  to  bim 
and  the  seventy  elders. 

6.  Josephus  also,  when  be  bad  settled  these 
rules  for  determiniog  causes  by  the  Law,  with 
regard  to  the  people's  dealings  one  with 
another,  betook  bionself  to  make  provisions  for 
their  safety  against  external  violence;  and  as  be 
knew  the  lioiuans  would  fall  upon  Galilee,  he 
built  walls  in  proper  places  about  Jotapata, 
and  iiersabee,  and  Salamis;  and  besides  the^e 
about  Capbareccho,  and  Japha,  and  Sigo,  and 
what  they  call  Mount  Tabor,  and  Taricbeie, 
and  Tiberias.  Moreover,  he  built  walls  about 
the  caves  near  the  lake  of  Gennessar,  which 
places  lay  in  the  Lower  Galilee;  the  same  as 
be  did  to  the  places  of  I'pper  Guhlee,  as  well 
as  to  the  rock  called  the  Kock  of  the  Acba- 
bari,  and  to  Seph,  and  Jamnith,  and  Meroth; 
aiid  in  Guulunitis  he  fortiHed  Seleucia,  and 
Sogane,  aiid  Gainala;  but  as  to  those  of  Sep* 
phoris,  they  were  the  only  people  to  whom  he 
gave  leave  to  build  their  own  walU,  and  this, 
because  he  perceived  tbey  were  rich  arul 
wealthy,  and  ready  to  go  to  war,  without  starid* 
ing  in  need  of  any  injunctions  for  that  purpose. 
The  case  was  the  same  with  Gi^cliala,  which 
bad  a  wall  built  about  it  by  John  the  son  of 
Levi  himself,  but  with  the  consent  of  Ju»e- 
pbus;  but  for  the  building  of  the  rest  of  the 
furlresses,  be  laboured  together  with  all  the 
other  builders,  and  was  present  to  give  all  the 

•  We  arc  here,  tiid  io  Ju«eptius's  account  of  his  own 
lift*,  sect.  14,  how  exactly  he  iiuiUti^d  hia  IrKislatur  >1om:«. 
or  perhaps  only  obeyed  what  he  took  to  be  his  perpetual 
(aw,iDappototin<ieTen  lesser  judi;ei.  lor  kmalleroux-a, 
lu  particular  cities,  aad  prrtiip*  lor  the  first  heariDi;  of 
fpvaler  eaU>e»,  with  the  librrl>  of  aii  upprtti  tu  >eTrDt)- 
one  kupreme  judges  eitprcially  id  those  causes  where  life 
EDd  death  is  t-uocerordi  as  Aiilii|.b>iv.ch.  viIl  sccL  14; 
and  of  his  Life,  sect  U.  Scr  also  III  the  U  ar,  b-iv.ch.v 
sect  4.  MoreoTer.  we  lind  'sect.  7)  that  he  imiiate<l 
Moses,  aj  well  as  the  IComans,  in  the  Dumber  and  distri* 
button  ul  the  subaltcro  olticers  ol  his  army,  as  Ixod.xviiL 
25;  UcuL  I.  1 J;  and  in  his  charge  against  the  otJenres 
cotntDOD  among  soldiers,  as  D<'uL  xxiii-  9;  in  all  which 
be  showed  bis  tinat  wisdom  and  piety,  aud  skilful  coa< 
duct  in  martial  affairs.  Vet  may  we  discern  in  bis  very 
hii^h  character  of  Auanus  the  jjigli-pritsl.  b.  iv.  cb.  v. 
sect.  2,  who  seems  to  have  been  the  same  that  condemned 
Kt.  James,  bishop  of  Jerusa'em,  to  be  stoned,  under  Albi- 
Dus  the  procurator,  that  when  he  wrote  these  books  ,jf 
the  War,  be  was  not  so  much  as  an  Ebionite  Christian: 
otherwise  be  would  not  have  tailed,  according  to  bis  usual 
custom,  to  have  reckoned  Ibis  bis  barbarous  murder  as  a 
just  punisbmeot  U|»nD  him  for  that  bis  cruelty  to  the 
chief,  or  rather  only  Christian  bishop  of  tbe  circumcision. 
Nor,  had  he  been  then  a  Christian,  could  he  immediately 
have  spoken  so  movingly  of  the  causes  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  Jerusalem,  without  one  word  of  either  the  con- 
demnation of  James,  or  cruoitixioii  of  Christ,  as  he  did 
wbau  b*  was  l«com<'  a  CKristiaD  afterward. 


necessary  orders  for  that  purpose.  He  also  got 
together  an  army  out  of  Galilee,  of  more  than 
a  hundred  thousand  young  men,  all  of  whotn 
he  armed  with  the  old  \VL*apons  which  be  had 
collected  together  and  prepared  for  them. 

7.  And  wheo  he  bad  considered  that  the 
Roman  power  became  invincible,  chiefly  by 
their  readiness  in  obeying  orders,  and  the 
constant  exercise  of  their  arms,  he  des[>aired 

'of  teaching  these   his  men  the  use  of  their 
arms,  which  was  to  be  obtained  by  experience; 
but  observing  that  tbeir  readiuess  in  obeying 
orders  was  owing  to  the  multitude  of  their 
oHicers,  he  made  his  partitions  in  bis    urmy 
more  after  the  Roman  maimer,  and  appointed 
a  great  many  subalterns.     He  also  distributed 
the  soldiers  into  various  classes,  whom  he  put 
under  captains  of  tens,  and  captains  of  hun- 
dredip,  aud  then  under  captains  of  thousands; 
and    besides    these    he    had    commanders    of 
I  larger  bodies  of  men.      IJe  also  taught  tbeni 
to  give  the  signals  one  to  another,  and  to  call 
'  and  recall  the  soldiers  by  the  trumpets,  how 
to  expand  the  wings  of  an  army,  and  noake 
I  them  wheel  about;  and  when  one  wing  bath 
had  success,  to  turn  again  and  assist  those  that 
I  were  hard  set,  and  to  join  in  the  defence  of 
I  what  had  mo>t  sulfered.      lie  also  continually 
I  instructed  them  in  what  concerned  the  courage 
'  of  the  soul  and  the  hardiness  of  the  body;  and, 
above  all,  he  exercised  them  for  war,  by  deda- 
I  ring  to  them  distinctly  the  good  order  of  the 
'  Romans,  and  that  tbey  were  to  fight  with  men 
I  who,  both  by  the  strength  of  their  bodies  and 
j  courage  of  tbeir  souls,  had  conquered  in  a  man- 
ner the  whole  habitable  earth.     Ue  told  tbcm 
)  that  be  should  make  trial  of  the  good  order 
;  they   would  observe  in   war,  even    before  it 
came  to  any  battle,  in  case  they  would  abstain 
from  the  crimes  they  used  to  indulge  them- 
selves in,   such  as    theft,   and    robbery,   and 
rapine,  and  from  defrauding  their  own  country- 
men, and  never  to  esteem  the  harm  done  to 
those  that  were  so  near  of  kin  to  them  to  be 
any  advantage  to  themselves;    for  that  wars 
are  then  managed  the  best  when  the  warriors 
preserve  a  good  cuubcience;  but  that  such  as 
are  ill  men  in  private  life,  will  not  otdy  have 
those  for  enemies  uhich  attack  them,  but  God 
himself  also  for  iht-ir  anta^'unist. 

8.  And  thus  did  he  continue  to  admonish 
them.  Now  be  chose  for  the  war  such  an 
army  as  was  suHicient,  i.  e.  sixty  thousand 
footmen,  and  two  hundred  and  tifty  horse- 
men it  ^)<^  besides  these,  on  which  he  put 
the  greatest  trust,  there  were  about  four  thou- 
sand  five  hundred  mercenaries:  he  bad  also 
six  hundred  men  as  guards  of  bis  body.  Kow 
the   cities   easily  maintained  the  rest  of  bia 


■f  I  shouM  think  that  an  army  of  sixty  thousand  foot* 
men  should  require  anki^y  mure  than  two  hundred  aod 
Gtty  horsemen,  aud  we  lind  Josepbus  bad  mort:  borae- 
mt-n  under  his  command  tiiao  two  bundre<J  and  (lilv  in 
his  future  history.  J  »uppL»«  tne  iiumbrr  uf  the  UuHl* 
saods  is  dropped  iu  L>ur  pre»eat  cupwv 
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wuiy,  excepting  the  mercenaries;  for  erery 
one  of  the  cities  enamerated  before  sent  out 
half  their  men  to  their  army,  and  retained  the 
other  half  at  home,  in  order  to  get  provisions 
for  them;  insomuch  that  the  one  part  went  to 
the  vnt,  and  the  other  part  to  their  work : 
and  so  those  that  sent  out  tbeir  cum  were 
{nid  for  it  by  those  that  were  in  arms,  by  that 
•ecurity  which  they  enjoyed  from  them. 


CHAPTEa  XXL 

CONCItaNINO  JOHN  OF  CI9CIIALA.  JOSErRUS 
USES  STKATAGEIIS  AGAINST  THE  PLOTS  JOHN 
LAID  AGAINST  HIM,  AND  HECOVEUS  C'EUTAIN 
CITIES  WHICH  HAD  KEVOLTED  ritUM  HIM. 

§  1.  Now,  as  Joscpbus  was  thus  engaged  in 
the  administration  of  the  alTiiirs  of  Galilee, 
there  arose  a  treacherous  person,  a  man  of 
Gischala,  the  son  of  Levi,  whose  name  was 
John.  Uis  character  was  that  uf  a  very  cun- 
ning, and  very  knavish  pcrbon,  beyond  the 
ordinary  rate  of  the  other  men  of  eminence 
there;  and  fur  wicked  practices  be  had  not 
his  fellow  anywhere.  Puor  he  was  at  6rst, 
and  for  a  long  time  his  wants  were  a  bln- 
derancc  to  him  in  his  wickeil  de^ignB.  He 
was  a  ready  liar,  and  yet  very  sharp  in  gain- 
ing credit  to  his  lictions:  he  thought  <t  a 
point  u£  virtue  to  delude  people,  and  would 
delude  even  such  as  were  tlic  dearest  to  him. 
He  waa  a  hypocritical  pretender  to  humanicy, 
but,  where  he  had  hopes  of  gain,  he  spared 
not  the  shedding  of  blood:  his  desires  were 
ever  carried  to  great  things,  and  he  encouraged 
his  hopes  from  those  mean  wicked  tricks 
which  he  was  the  author  of.  He  hud  a 
peculiar  knack  at  thieving(  but  in  some 
time  he  got  certain  com;«inions  in  his  impu- 
dent practices:  at  fiist  they  were  but  few, 
but  as  he  proceeded  on  in  bis  evil  course,  they 
became  still  i«>fe  and  more  numerous.  He 
took  care  tiat  none  of  his  partners  should  be 
easily  caught  in  their  rogueries,  but  chose 
such  out  of  the  rest  as  had  the  strongest  con- 
stitutions of  body,  and  the  greatest  courage 
of  60ul,  together  with  great  skill  in  martial 
aSUirs  ;  so  he  got  together  a  band  of  four 
hundred  men,  who  came  principally  out  of 
the  country  of  Tyre,  and  were  vagabonds  that 
had  run  away  from  its  villages;  and  by  the 
means  of  these  he  laid  waste  all  Galilee,  and 
irritated  a  considerable  immber,  who  were  in 
great  expectation  of  a  war  then  suddenly  to 
arise  among  them. 

2.  However,  John's  want  of  money  had 
hitherto  restrained  him  in  his  ambition  after 
command,  and  in  bis  attempts  to  advance 
himself;  but  when  he  saw  that  Josepbus  was 
highly  plea.sed  with  the  activity  of  his  temper, 
be  persuaded  him,  in  the  Urst  place,  to  intrust 
IliiU   with  the  repairing  of  the    wails  of  his 


native  dty  [Gischala] ;  in  which  work  ha  got 
a  great  deal  of  money  from  the  rich  citizens. 
He  after  that  contrived  a  very  shrewd  trick, 
and  pretending  that  the  Jews  who  dwelt  in 
Syria  were  obliged  to  make  use  of  oil  that 
was  made  by  others  than  those  of  their  own 
nation,  be  desired  leave  of  Josepbus  to  send 
oil  to  tbeir  borders;  so  he  bought  four  am- 
phorae with  such  Tyrian  money  as  was  of  the 
value  of  four  Attic  drachma;,  and  sold  every 
balf-amphora  at  the  same  price;  and  ns 
Galilee  was  very  fruitful  in  oil,  and  was  pecu- 
liarly so  at  that  time,  by  sending  away  great 
quantities,  and  having  the  sole  privilege  so  to 
do,  he  gathered  an  immense  sum  of  money 
together,  which  money  he  immediately  used 
to  the  disadvantage  of  him  who  gave  him  that 
privilege;  and,  as  he  supposed,  that  if  he 
could  once  overthrow  Josepbus,  be  should 
himself  obtain  the  government  of  Galilee;  so 
he  gave  order  to  the  robbers  that  were  under 
bis  command,  to  be  mure  sealous  in  their 
thievish  expeditions,  that  by  the  rise  of  meny 
that  desired  innovations  in  the  country,  he 
might  either  catch  their  general  in  his  snares, 
as  he  came  to  the  country's  assistance,  and 
then  kill  him;  or  if  he  should  overlook  the 
robbers,  he  might  accuse  lini  for  bis  negli- 
gence to  the  people  of  the  country.  He  aUo 
spread  abroad  a  report  far  and  near,  that 
Josepbus  wa4  delivering  up  the  adminis- 
tration uf  ulfairs  to  the  Komans; — and  many 
such  plots  did  he  lay,  in  order  to  ruin  bim. 

3.  Now  at  (he  same  time  that  certain  young 
men  uf  the  village  Daburitta,  who  kept  guatd 
in  the  Great  Plain,  laid  snares  for  Ptolemy, 
who  was  Agrippa's  and  Hernice's  steward, 
and  tuuk  from  him  all  that  be  had  with  him; 
among  uhicb  things  there  were  a  great  many 
custly  garments,  and  no  small  number  of  sil- 
ver cups,  and  six  hundred  pieces  of  gold;  yet 
were  they  not  able  to  conceal  what  tbey  bad 
stolen,  but  brought  it  all  to  Josepbus,  to 
'X'aricheo;.  Hereupon  he  blamed  them  for  the 
violence  they  had  offered  to  the  king  and 
queen,  and  deposited  what  they  brought  to 
bim  with  Eneas,  the  most  potent  man  of  Ta- 
richeie,  with  an  intention  of  sending  the  things 
back  to  the  owners  at  a  proper  time;  which 
act  of  Josepbus  brought  luiu  into  the  greatest 
danger;  fur  those  that  had  stolen  the  things, 
bad  an  indignation  at  him,  both  because  they 
gained  no  share  of  it  for  themselves,  and 
because  tbey  perceived  beforehand  what  was 
Josepbus's  intention,  and  that  be  would  freely 
deliver  up  what  had  cost  them  so  much 
pains  to  the  king  and  queen.  These  ran 
away  by  night  to  their  several  villages,  and 
declared  to  all  men  that  Jusephus  was  going 
to  betray  them;  they  also  raised  great  disor- 
ders in  all  the  neighbouring  cities,  insomuch 
that  in  the  morning  a  hundred  thousand  armed 
men  came  running  together;  which  multitude 
was  crowiied  together  in  the  hyppodroma 
at     Tariuhex,     and    made    a     very     peevish 
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clamour  against  bim ;  while  some  cried  out, 
that  they  should  depose  the  traitor;  and 
others,  that  they  should  burn  him.  Now  John 
irritated  a  great  many,  as  did  also  one  Jesus, 
the  son  of  Sapphias,  who  was  then  governor 
of  Tiberias.  Then  it  was  that  Josephuss 
friends,  and  the  guards  of  his  body,  were  so 
affrighted  at  this  violent  assault  of  the  multi- 
tude, that  they  all  fled  away  but  four;  and 
as  he  was  asleep,  they  awaked  him,  as  the 
people  were  going  to  set  fire  to  the  house; 
and  although  those  four  that  remained  with 
him  persuaded  him  to  run  away,  he  was  nei- 
ther  surprised  at  bis  being  himself  deserted, 
nor  at  the  great  multitude  that  came  against 
him,  but  leaped  out  to  them  with  bis  clothes 
rent,  and  ashes  sprinkled  on  his  head,  with 
his  hands  behind  him,  and  his  sword  hanging 
at  his  neck.  At  this  sight  his  friends,  espe- 
cially those  of  Tariches,  commiserated  his 
condition;  but  those  that  came  out  of  the 
country,  and  those  in  their  neighbourhood, 
to  whom  his  government  seemed  burdensome, 
reproached  him,  and  bade  him  produce  the 
money  which  belonged  to  them  all  imme- 
diately, and  to  confess  the  agreement  he  had 
made  to  betray  them;  for  they  imagined,  from 
the  habit  in  which  be  appeared,  that  he  could 
deny  nothing  of  what  they  suspected  concern- 
ing him,  and  that  it  was  in  order  to  obtain 
pardon,  that  he  had  put  himself  entirely  into 
so  pitiable  a  posture;  but  this  humble  appear- 
ance was  only  designed  as  preparatory  to  a 
stratagem  of  his,  who  thereby  contrived  to 
set  those  that  were  so  angry  at  him  at  vari- 
ance one  with  another  about  the  things  they 
were  angry  at.  However,  he  promised  he 
would  confess  all:  hereupon  he  was  permit- 
ted to  speak,  when  he  said,  "  I  did  neither 
inteiid  to  send  this  money  back  to  Agrippa, 
nor  to  gain  it  myself;  for  I  did  never  esteem 
one  that  was  your  enemy  to  be  my  friend,  nor 
did  1  look  upon  what  would  tend  to  your 
•  disadvantage,  to  be  my  advantage.  But,  O 
you  people  of  Taricheae,  1  saw  that  your  city 
stood  in  more  need  than  others  of  fortihcation 
for  your  security,  and  that  it  wanted  money, 
in  order  for  the  building  it  a  wall.  1  was 
also  afraid  lest  the  people  of  Tiberias  and 
other  cities  should  lay  a  plot  to  seize  upon 
these  spoils,  and  therefore  it  was  that  1 
iiiicnded  to  retain  this  money  privately,  that 
1  might  encompass  you  with  a  wall.  iJut  if 
ttiis  does  not  please  you,  I  will  produce  what 
«as  brought  me,  and  leave  it  to  jou  to  plun- 
der it:  but  if  I  have  conducted  myself  so  well 
as  to  please  you,  you  may,  if  you  please, 
punish  your  benefactor." 

4.  Hereupon  the  people  of  Tarichea  loudly 
commended  him;  but  those  of  Tiberias,  with 
the  rest  of  the  company,  gave  him  hard  names, 
and  threatened  what  they  would  do  to  him ; 
80  both  sides  left  off  quarrelling  with  JosephuSj 
aud  Jell  to  quarrelling  with  one  another.  So 
he  grew  bold  upoa  the  dependence  he  bad  on 


his  friends,  which  were  the  people  of  Tarichete, 
and  about  forty  thousand  in  number,  and 
spake  more  freely  to  the  whole  multitude,  and 
reproached  them  greatly  for  their  rashness; 
and  told  them,  that  with  this  money  he  would 
build  walls  about  Taricheae,  and  would  put 
the  other  cities  in  a  state  of  security  also;  for 
that  tbey  should  not  want  money,  if  they 
would  but  agree  for  whose  benefit  it  was  to 
be  procured,  and  would  not  suffer  themselves 
to  be  irritated  against  bim  who  had  procured 
it  for  them. 

5.  Hereupon  the  rest  of  the  multitude  that 
had  been  deluded  retired;  but  yet  so  that  tbey 
went  away  angry,  and  two  thousand  of  tbem 
made  an  assault  upon  him  in  their  armour; 
and  as  he  was  already  gone  to  bis  own  bouse, 
they  stood  without  and  threatened  bim.  On 
which  occasion  Josephus  again  used  a  second 
stratagem  to  escape  them;  for  he  got  upon 
the  tup  of  the  bouse,  and  with  bis  right  hand 
desired  them  to  be  silent,  and  said  to  them, 
"  I  cannot  tell  what  you  would  have,  nor  can 
bear  what  you  say,  for  the  confused  noise  you 
make:"  but  he  said  he  would  comply  with  all 
their  demands,  in  case  they  would  but  send 
some  of  their  number  in  to  him  that  might 
talk  with  him  about  it.  And  when  the  prin- 
cipal of  them,  with  their  leaders,  beard  this, 
tbey  came  into  the  house.  He  then  drew 
them  to  the  most  retired  part  of  the  house,  and 
shut  the  door  of  that  hall  where  he  put  tbem, 
and  then  bad  tbem  whipped  till  every  one  of 
their  inward  parts  appeared  naked.  In  the 
mean  time  the  multitude  stood  round  the 
house,  anil  supposed  that  he  had  a  long  dis- 
course with  those  that  were  gone  in,  about 
what  they  claimed  of  him.  He  had  then  the 
doors  set  open  immediately,  and  sent  the  men 
out  all  bloody,  which  so  terribly  affrighted 
those  that  had  'Ufore  threatened  him,  that 
they  threw  away  then  arms  and  ran  away. 

0.  But  as  for  John,  his  envy  grew  greater 
[upon  this  escape  of  Josephusi,  and  he  Iramed 
a  new  plot  against  him;  he  prei<!nded  to  be 
sick,  and  by  a  letter  desired  that  Josephus 
would  give  him  leave  to  use  the  hot  baths 
that  were  at  Tiberias,  for  the  recovery  of  bis 
health.  Hereupon  Josephus,  who  hitherto 
suspected  nothing  of  John's  plots  against  bim, 
wrote  to  the  governors  of  the  city,  that  tbey 
would  jiroviiie  a  lodging  and  necessaries  for 
John;  which  favours,  when  he  had  made  use 
(if,  in  two  days'  time  he  did  what  he  came 
about ;  some  he  corrupted  with  delusive  frauds, 
and  others  with  money,  and  so  persuaded  them 
to  revolt  from  Josephus.  This  Silas,  who  was 
appointed  guardian  of  the  city  by  Josephus, 
wrote  to  him  immediately,  and  informed  him 
of  the  plot  against  him;  which  epistle,  when 
Josephus  had  received,  he  marched  with  great 
diligence  all  night,  and  came  early  in  the  morn- 
ing' to  Tiberias;  at  which  time  the  rest  of  the 
multitude  met  him.  But  John,  who  suspected 
that  bis  coaung  was  not  fur  his  advantage,  sent 
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bowerer  one  of  his  friends,  ssd  pretended  that 
be  was  sick,  and  tbat  being  confined  to  bis  bed 
he  could  not  come  to  pay  biin  his  respects.  But 
as  soon  as  Josephus  bad  got  the  people  of  Ti- 
berias together  in  the  stradium,  and  tried  to  dis- 
course with  them  about  the  letters  tbat  he  had 
received,  John  privately  sent  some  armed  men, 
and  gave  tbem  orders  to  slay  him.  But  when 
the  people  saw  tbat  the  armed  men  were  about 
to  draw  their  swords,  they  cried  out ; — at  which 
cry  Josephus  turned  himself  about,  and  when 
he  saw  that  the  swords  were  just  at  his  throat, 
be  marched  away  in  great  haste  to  the  sea- 
shore, and  left  off  that  speech  which  be  was 
going  to  make  to  the  people,  upon  an  elevation 
of  six  cubits  high.  He  then  seized  on  a  ship 
which  lay  in  the  haven,  and  leaped  into  It,  with 
two  of  his  guards,  and  fled  away  into  the 
midst  of  the  lake. 

7-  But  now  the  soldiers  be  bad  with  him 
took  up  their  arms  immediately,  and  marched 
against  the  plotters;  but  Josephus  was  afraid 
lest  a  civil  war  should  be  raised  by  the  envy 
of  a  few  men,  and  bring  the  city  to  ruin;  so 
he  sent  some  of  his  party  to  tell  them  that  they 
should  do  no  more  than  provide  for  their  own 
safety;  tbat  they  sbould  not  kill  any  body, 
nor  accuse  any  for  the  occasion  they  had 
afforded  [of  a  disorder].  Accordingly,  these 
men  obeyed  his  orders,  and  were  quiet;  but 
the  people  of  the  neighbouring  country,  when 
they  were  informed  of  this  plot,  and  of  the 
plotter,  got  together  in  great  multitudes  to 
oppose  John.  But  be  prevented  their  at- 
tempt, and  fled  away  to  Gischala,  his  native 
_5ity,  while  the  Galileans  came  running  out  of 
their  several  cities  to  Josephus;  and  as  tbey 
were  now  become  many  ten  thousands  of 
armed  men,  they  cried  out,  thai  they  were 
come  against  John  the  common  plotter  against 
their  interest,  and  would  at  the  same  time 
burn  him,  and  that  city  which  bad  received 
him.  Hereupon  Josephus  told  them  that  he 
took  their  good-will  to  him  kindly,  but  still 
he  restrained  their  fury,  and  intended  to  sub- 
due his  enemies  by  prudent  conduct,  rather 
than  by  slaying  tbem;  so  he  excepted  those 
of  every  city  which  had  joined  in  this  revolt 
«Hth  John,  by  name,  who  had  readily  been 
shown  him  by  those  that  came  from  every 
city,  and  caused  public  proclamation  to  be 
made,  that  he  would  seize  upon  the  effects  of 
those  that  did  not  forsake  John  within  five 
days'  time,  and  would  birn  both  their  houses 
and  their  families  with  fi.  e.  Whereupon  three 
thousand  of  John's  party  left  him  immedi- 
ately, who  came  to  Josephus,  and  threw  their 
arms  down  at  his  feet.  John  then  betook 
himself,  together  with  his  two  thousand  Sy- 
rian runagates,  from  open  attempts,  to  more 
secret  ways  of  treachery.  Accordingly,  he 
privately  sent  messengers  to  Jerusalem,  to 
accuse  Josephus,  as  having  too  great  power, 
auu  to  let  them  know  that  be  would  soon 
come  as  a  tyrant  to  their  metropolis,  unless 


tbey  prevented  bim.  Tbii  accusation  tbt 
people  were  aware  of  beforehand,  but  had  no 
regard  to  it.  However,  some  of  the  gran- 
dees, out  of  envy,  and  some  of  the  rulers 
also,  sent  money  to  John  privately,  that  he 
might  be  able  to  get  together  mercenary 
soldiers,  in  order  to  fight  Josephus;  tbey 
also  made  a  decree  of  themselves,  and  this  tor 
recalling  him  from  bis  government,  yet  did 
they  not  think  that  decree  sufficient;  so  they 
sent  withal  two  thousand  Ave  hundred  armed 
men,  and  four  persons  of  the  highest  rank 
amongst  them ;  Joazar  the  son  of  Nomicus, 
and  Ananias  the  son  of  Sadduk  ;  as  also 
Simon  and  Judas,  the  sons  of  Jonathan  (all 
very  able  men  in  speaking),  that  these  persons 
might  withdraw  the  good-will  of  the  people 
from  Josephus.  These  bad  it  in  charge,  that  if 
he  would  voluntarily  come  away,  they  should 
permit  him  to  [come  and]  give  an  accountof  his 
conduct;  but  if  he  obstinately  insisted  upon 
continuing  in  his  government,  they  should  treat 
him  as  an  enemy.  Now,  Josephus's  friends 
had  sent  him  word  that  an  army  was  coming 
against  him,  but  they  gave  him  no  nofice  be- 
forehand what  the  reason  of  their  coming  was, 
that  being  only  known  among  some  secret 
councils  of  his  enemies;  and  by  this  means 
it  was  that  four  cities  revolted  from  him  im- 
mediately, Sepphoris,  and  Ganiala,  and  Gis- 
chala, and  Tiberias.  Yet  did  be  recover  these 
cities  without  war;  and  when  he  had  routed 
those  four  commanders  by  stratagems,  and 
had  taken  the  most  potent  of  their  warriors, 
he  sent  them  to  Jerusalem;  and  the  people 
[of  GaUlee]  had  great  indignation  at  them, 
and  were  in  a  zealous  disposition  to  slay,  not 
only  these  forces,  but  those  that  sent  them 
also,  had  not  these  forces  prevented  it  by 
running  away. 

8.  Now  John  was  detained  afterward  within 
the  walls  of  Gischala,  by  the  fear  he  was  in 
of  Josephus;  but  within  a  few  days  Tiberias 
revolted  again,  the  people  within  it  inviting 
king  Agrippa  [to  return  to  the  exercise  of 
his  authority  there];  and  when  be  did  not 
come  at  the  time  appointed,  and  when  a  few 
Roman  horsemen  appeared  that  day,  they  ex- 
pelled Josephus  out  of  the  city.  Now,  this 
revolt  of  theirs  was  presently  known  at  Turi- 
chese;  and  as  Josephus  had  sent  out  all  the 
soldiers  that  were  with  him  to  gather  corn,  he 
knew  not  how  either  to  march  out  alone  against 
the  revolters,  or  to  stay  where  he  was,  because 
be  was  afraid  the  king's  soldiers  might  prevent 
him  if  he  tarried,  and  might  get  into  the  city; 
for  he  did  not  intend  to  do  any  thing  on  the 
next  day,  because  it  was  the  Sabbath-day,  and 
would  hinder  his  proceeding.  So  he  con- 
trived to  circumvent  the  revolters  by  a  strata- 
gem; and,  in  the  first  place,  he  ordered  the 
gdtes  of  TaricBeae  to  be  shut,  that  nobody 
might  go  out  and  inform  [those  of  Tibenas], 
for  whom  it  was  intended,  what  stratagem  be 
was  about:   be  than  got  together  ill  the  shipa 
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that  were  upon  the  lake,  which  were  found 
to  be  two  hundred  and  thirty,  and  in  each  of 
them  he  put  no  more  than  four  mariners.  So 
he  sailed  to  Tiberias  with  baste,  and  kept  at 
•uch  a  distance  from  the  citv,  that  it  was 
not  easy  for  the  people  to  see  the  vessels,  and 
ordered  that  the  empty  vessels  should  float  up 
atid  down  there,  while  himself,  who  had  but 
seven  of  bis  guards  with  him,  and  those 
unarmed  also,  went  so  near  as  to  be  seen ;  but 
when  his  adversaries,  who  were  still  reproach- 
ing him,  saw  him  from  the  walls,  they  were 
eo  astonished  that  they  supposed  all  the  ships 
were  full  of  armed  men,  and  threw  down  their 
arms,  and  by  signals  of  intercession  they 
besought  him  to  spare  the  city. 

9.  Upon  this,  Josephiis  threatened  them 
terribly,  and  reproached  tbem,  that  when  they 
were  the  first  that  took  up  arms  against  the 
Romans,  they  should  spend  their  force  before- 
hand in  civU  dissensions,  and  do  what  their 
enemies  desired  above  all  things;  and  that 
besides,  they  should  endeavour  so  hastily  to 
seize  upon  bim,  who  took  care  of  their  safety, 
and  hatl  not  been  ashamed  to  shut  the  gates 
of  their  city  against  bim  tbut  built  tbeir  walls; 
that,  however,  be  would  admit  of  any  inter- 
cessors from  them  that  might  make  some 
excuse  for  tbem,  and  with  whom  he  would 
make  such  agreements  as  might  be  for  the 
city's  security.  Hereupon  ten  of  the  most 
potent  men  of  Tiberias  came  down  to  him  pre- 
sently, and  when  be  had  taken  them  into  one 
of  his  vessels,  he  ordered  them  to  be  carried 
a  great  way  olf  from  the  city.  Ue  then  com- 
manded that  fifty  others  of  tbeir  senate,  such 
«£  were  men  uf  the  greatest  eminence,  should 
come  to  him,  that  they  also  might  give  him 
some  security  on  their  behalf.  After  which, 
undt-r  one  new  pretence  or  another,  be  called 
forth  others,  one  after  another,  to  make  the 
leagues  between  them.  He  then  gave  order 
to  the  masters  of  those  vessels  which  he  had 
thus  tilled,  to  sail  away  immediately  for  Tari- 
chese,  and  to  confine  those  men  in  the  prison 
there;  till  at  length  he  took  all  tbeir  senate, 
consisting  of  six  hundred  persons,  and  about 
two  thousand  of  the  populace,  and  carried 
them  away  to  Tariche^e. 

10.  And  when  the  rest  of  the  people  cried 
out,  that  it  was  one  Clitus  that  Wiis  the  chief 
author  of  this  revolt,  they  desired  him  to 
spend  his  anger  upon  him  [only];  but  Jose- 
ph us,  whose  intention  it  w*as  to  slay  nobody, 
commanded  one  Levius,  belonging  to  his 
guards,  to  go  out  of  the  vessel,  in  order  to 
cut  off  both  Ciitus's  hands;  yet  was  Levius 
afraid  to  go  out  by  himself  alone,  to  such  a 
large  body  of  enemies,  and  refused  to  go. 
Now  Clitus  saw  that  Josephus  was  in  a  great 
passion  in  the  ship,  and  ready  to  leap  out  of 
it,  iii  order  to  execute  the  punishment  him- 
self; he  begged  therefore  front  the  shore, 
that  he  would  leave  him  one  of  bis  bands, 
which    Josephus    agret^d    to,   upon    condition 


that  be  would  himself  cut  off  the  other  huid; 
accordingly  he  drew  his  sword,  and  with  his 
right  band  cut  off  bis  left,  —  so  great  was  th« 
fear  he  was  in  of  Josephus  himself.  And 
thus  he  took  the  people  of  Tiberias  prisoners, 
and  recovered  the  city  again  with  empty 
ships*  and  seven  of  his  guard.  Kloreover, 
a  few  days  afterward  he  retook  Giscbala, 
which  had  revolted  with  the  people  of  Sep- 
phoris,  and  gave  bis  soldiers  leave  to  plunder 
it;  yet  did  he  get  all  the  plunder  together, 
and  restored  it  to  the  inhabitants;  and  the 
like  he  did  to  the  inhabitants  of  Sepphoris  and 
Tiberias:  for  when  he  had  subdued  those 
cities,  he  bad  a  mind,  by  letting  them  be 
plundered,  to  give  them  some  good  instruc- 
tion, while  at  the  same  time  be  regained  tbeir 
good- will  by  restoring  them  their  money 
again. 


CHAPTER  XX I L 

TUE  JEWS  MAKE  ALL  KEADY  fOK  THE  WAR; 
AND  SIMON,  THE  SON  Ot  ClOSAS,  FALLS 
TO  PLL'NDEalNG. 

§  1.  And  thus  were  the  disturbances  of  Gali- 
lee quieted,  when,  upon  their  ceasing  to  pro- 
secute their  civil  dissensions,  they  betook 
themselves  to  make  preparations  for  the  war 
with  the  Romans,  ^ow  in  Jerusalem  the 
bigb-priest  Anaims,  and  as  many  of  the  men 
of  power  as  were  not  in  the  interest  of  the 
Romans,  both  repaired  the  walls,  and  made  a 
great  many  warUke  instruments,  insomuch 
that,  in  all  parts  of  the  city,  darts  and  all  sorts 
of  armour  were  upon  the  anvil.  Although 
the  multitude  of  the  young  men  were  engaged 
in  exercises,  without  any  regularity,  and  all 
places  were  full  of  tumultuous  doings;  yet 
the  moderate  sort  were  exceedingly  sad;  and 
a  great  many  there  were  who,  out  of  the  pro- 
spect they  had  of  the  calamities  that  were 
cotnmg  upon  tbem,  made  great  laraeutalions. 
There  were  also  such  omens  observed  as  were 
understood  to  be  forerunners  of  evils,  by  such 
as  loved  peace,  but  were  by  those  that  kin- 
dled the  war  interpreted  so  as  to  suit  their 
own  inclinations;  and  the  very  state  of  the 
city,  even  before  the  Romans  came  against  it, 
was  that  of  a  place  doomed  to  destruction. 
However,  Ananus's  concern  was  this,  to  lay 
aside,  for  a  while,  the  preparations  for  the 
war,  and  to  persuade  the  seditious  to  consult 
their  own  interest,  and  to  restrain  the  madness 
of  those  that  bad  the  name  of  zealots:  but 
their  violence  was  too  hard  for  him;  and  what 
end  he  came  to  we  shall  relate  hereafter. 
2.    But   as   for   the   Acrabbene   toparcby, 

*  [  canDot  but  tbiok  tbit  stratagem  of  Josepbus 
which  is  related  both  beie  and  in  his  Lite.  sect.J2.  'SA,  10 
be  oDe  of  tbe  Uue»l  Ui^t  e\tr  w&s  ioveat<4  aod  e.'ucuud 
b)  any  warrior  wbatsoeTec. 
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Simon,  the  son  of  Gions,  got  a  ^reat  number 
ofthosu  that  werL'fbiitiut' innovations  together, 
aiitl  betook  biaiseit  lo  ravage  the  country; 
ilur  (iiti  im  only  hHru':^  the  rich  men's  houses, 
but  toriii<*titi:iI  their  bodies,  uiul  appeared 
oj>eiiJy  and  bL-forebaiid  to  atfert  tyrynny  in 
l:i^  -gijv.-.n.UL'nt.  And  when  un  army  was 
^,'ii(  ^i^iiiifct  hiui  by  Aimuus,  and  the  other 
fij-.*r>.  lie  Mui  hi^  haiiil  retired  Xu  the  robbers 
ihdi   ^'.'fi.    ai    .U.isadu,  and  jttaid   there,  and 


plundered  tbc  country  of  Idumea  with  them, 
till  both  Anaiius  and  las  other  adversarii-g 
were  slain;  and  until  the  rulers  of  th  it 
country  were  so  afflicted  with  tlie  multitude 
of  those  that  were  slain,  an<i  wilh  the 
continual  ravage  of  wiiat  they  had,  that  they 
raised  an  army,  and  put  garrisons  into  the 
villages,  to  secure  them  from  those  insults. 
And  in  this  state  were  the  aifuirs  of  Judea  at 
that  time. 


BOOK  III. 

CONTAININO  TBB  INTBBVAL  OF  ABOUT  ONB  TKAB. 

FROM   VESPASIAN'S   COMING   TO   SUBDUE    THE  JEWS   TO   THE 
TAKING   OF   GAMALA. 


CHAPTER  L 

TtSfAJilAN  IS  SENT  INTO  fiYBIA  BV  NB^O(  TO 

m.\kl:  wah  with  tu£  jews. 

ij  I.  When  Nero  was  informed  of  the  Ro- 
iiu:f»'  ill  succesii  in  Judea,  a  concealed  con- 
bLwiuition  Hnd  terror,  as  is  usual  in  sucli 
(LU'tii*, .  toll  upoiv  him;  although  he  openly 
looked  very  big,  and  was  very  angry,  and 
sttiH,  that  what  had  happened  was  rather  owing 
in  Lae  negligence  of  the  commander  than  to 
ikiiy  valour  of  the  enemy :  and  as  he  thought 
il  jic  tor  hiiii  who  bare  the  burden  of  the 
-wiH/<v:  cjnpire,  lo  de^^pise  buch  misfortunes,  be 
out^  pretended  sio  to  do,  and  to  have  a  soul 
bupv-fior  to  all  siieh  sad  accidents  whatsoever. 
VcL  aid  tbe  disturbance  that  was  in  his  soul 
plai  liy  appear  by  the  jjoUeitude  be  was  ^i 
£i>*jtv  to  recover  his  afrairs  again]. 

2.  And  us  be  wn-i  deliberxUing  to  whom  be 
frbould  commit  the  care  of  the  east,  now  it 
was  in  jip  great  a  cojiimution,  and  who  might 
be  best  able  to  puni:>h  tbe  Jews  for  tbeif  re- 
b^UJon.  and  might  prevent  the  sarnqjidistem- 
per  from  seizing  upon  the  iieigbbuuiitjg 
liatiotts  aUo, — be  tound  no  one  but  V^espasian 
equal  to  the  task,  and  able  to  undergo  the 
great  burden  of  so  mighty  a  war,  seeing  he 
was  growing  an  old  man  already  in  the  camp, 
and  from  his  youth  had  been  exercised  in 
warlike  exploits:  be  was  also  a  man  that  had 
long  ago  pacified  tbe  west,  and  made  it 
eiibject  to  tbe  Romans,  when  it  had  been  put 
into  disorder  by  the  Germans:  he  bad  ali^o 


rerorered  to  them  Britain  by  his  arms,  which 
had  been  little  known  before;*  whereby  he 
procured  to  his  father  Claudius  to  have  a 
triumph  bestowed  on  him  without  any  bweat 
or  labour  of  his  own. 

3.  So  Nero  esteemed  these  circumstance* 
as  favourable  omens,  and  saw  that  Vespasian's 
age  gave  him  sure  experience,  and  great  skill, 
and  that  be  had  his  sons  as  hostages  for  his 
fidelity  to  bimseli',  and  that  the  nourishing 
age  they  were  in  would  make  them  tit  in- 
struments under  their  father's  prudence. 
Perhaps  also  there  was  some  interposition  of 
Providence,  which  was  paving  the  way  for 
Vespasian's  being  himself  emperor  afterwards. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  sent  this  man  to  take  upon 
bini  the  command  of  the  armies  that  were  in 
SyrLi;  but  this  not  without  great  encomiums 
and  flattering  compellations,  such  as  neces- 
sity required,  and  such  as  might  mollify 
him  into  complaisance.  So  Vespasian  sent 
his  son  Titus  from  Achaia,  where  be  had  been 
with  Nero,  to  Alexandria,  to  bring  back  with, 
him  from  thence  the  lilth  and  tenth  legions, 
while  be  himself,  when  he  had  passed  over 
tbe   Hellespont,   came   by   land  into    Syria, 

•  Take  the  confirmation  of  this  in  the  words  of  Sue- 
tonius, here  produr'cd  by  Or,  Hudstin:  —  "In  the  rei^a 
"f  Cluudius,"  says  he.  "  Vespasian,  for  the  sake  of  Nar- 
cissus, wjs  sent  us  a  lieutenant  ut  a  legion  intj  S^r- 
many.  I'hence  he  removed  into  Britain,  and  'bugbt 
thiriy  hatlles  wilh  the  enemy  "'  In  Vesp  seel.  4.  We 
may  also  litre  note  from  Josephus,  (hat  Oiaudiiis  the 
eiuperur.  who  triumphed  foT  the  cuoquest  ot  Britaio, 
Was  enabled  so  lo  do  by  Vespasian'8  Tooduct  o'.i 
bravery,  and  that  be  is  here  styled  '^tbe  Fatber  uf 
Vespaaian." 
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wbere  be  gathered  together  the  Roman  forces, 
M"ith  a  considerable  number  of  auxiliaries 
from  the  kings  in  that  neighbourhood. 


CHAPTEB  II. 

A  GREAT  SLACGHTEE  OF  THE  JEWS  ABOUT 
ASCALON.  VESPASIAN  COMES  TO  FTOLE- 
UAIS. 

S  1.  Now  the  Jews,  after  they  had  beaten 
Cestius,  were  so  much  elevated  with  their 
unexpected  success,  that  they  could  not  govern 
their  zeal,  but,  like  people  blown  up  into  a 
tl.ime  by  their  g^od  fortune,  carried  the  war 
to  remoter  {)lacc3.  Accordingly,  they  pre- 
sently got  together  a  great  multitude  of  all 
their  most  hardy  soldiers,  and  marched  away 
for  Ascalon,  This  is  an  ancient  city  that  is 
ilistant  from  Jerusalem  live  hundred  and 
twenty  furlongs,  and  was  alivays  an  enemy 
to  the  Jews;  on  which  account  they  deter- 
mined to  make  their  first  effort  against  it,  and 
to  make  their  approaches  to  it  as  near  as  pos- 
tible.  This  excursion  was  led  on  by  three 
men,  who  were  the  chief  of  them  all,  both  for 
strength  and  sagacity:  Niger,  called  the 
Peraite,  Silas  of  Babylon,  and  besides  them, 
John  the  Essene.  Now  Ascalon  was  strongly 
walled  about,  but  had  almost  no  assistance 
to  be  relied  on  [near  them],  for  the  garrison 
consisted  of  one  cohort  of  footmen,  and  one 
troop  of  horsemen,  whose  captain  was  Anto- 
nius. 

2.  These  Jews,  therefore,  out  of  their 
anger,  marched  faster  than  ordinary,  and,  as  if 
they  had  come  but  a  little  way,  approached 
very  near  the  city,  and  were  come  even  to 
it;  but  Antonius,  who  was  not  unapprised  of 
the  attack  they  were  going  to  make  upon  the 
city,  drew  out  his  horsemen  beforehand,  and 
being  neither  daunted  at  the  multitude  nor 
at  the  courage  of  the  enemy,  received  their 
first  attacks  with  great  bravery;  and  when 
they  crowded  to  the  very  walls,  he  beat  them 
off.  Now  the  Jews  were  unskilful  in  war, 
but  were  to  fight  with  those  who  were  skilful 
therein;  they  were  footmen,  to  fight  with 
horsemen;  they  were  in  disorder,  to  fight 
those  that  were  united  together;  they  were 
poorly  armed,  to  fight  those  that  were  com- 
pletely so ;  they  were  to  fight  more  by  their 
rage  than  by  sober  counsel,  and  were  exposed 
to  soldiers  that  were  exactly  obedient,  and 
did  every  thing  they  were  bidden  upon  the 
least  intimation.  So  they  were  easily  beaten; 
for  as  soon  as  ever  their  first  ranks  were  once 
in  disorder,  they  were  put  to  dight  by  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  and  those  of  them  that  came 
behind  such  as  crowded  to  the  wall,  fell  upon 
their  own  party's  weapons,  and  became  one 
another's  enemies;  and  this  so  long  till  they 
were  all  forced  to  give  way  to  the  attacks  of 


the  horsemen,  and  were  dispersed  all  the  plain 
over,  which  plain  was  wide,  and  all  fit  for  the 
horsemen;  which  circumstance  was  very  com. 
modious  for  the  Romans,  and  occasioned  the 
slaughter  of  the  greatest  number  of  the  Jews; 
for  such  as  ran  away,  they  could  overrun 
them,  and  make  them  turn  back;  and  when 
they  had  brought  them  back  after  their  flight, 
and  driven  them  together,  they  ran  them 
through,  and  slew  a  vast  number  of  them, 
insomuch  that  others  encompassed  others  of 
them,  and  drove  them  before  them  whitherso- 
ever they  turned  themselves,  and  slew  them 
easily  with  their  arrows;  and  the  great  num- 
ber there  were  of  the  Jews  seemed  a  solitude 
to  themselves,  by  reason  of  the  distress  they 
were  in,  while  the  Romans  had  such  good 
success  with  ttieir  small  number,  that  they 
seemed  to  themselves  to  be  the  greater  multi- 
tude; and  as  the  former  strove  zealously 
under  their  misfortunes,  out  of  the  shame  of  a 
sudden  flight,  and  hopes  of  the  change  in 
their  success,  so  did  the  latter  feel  no  weari- 
ness by  reason  of  their  good  fortune;  inso- 
iDuoh  that  the  fight  lasted  till  the  evening,  till 
ten  thousand  men  of  the  Jews*  side  lay  dead, 
with  two  of  their  generals,  John  and  Silas; 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  remainder  were 
wounded,  with  Niger,  their  remaining  gene- 
ral, who  fled  away  together  to  a  small  city  of 
Idumea,  called  Sallis.  Some  few  also  of  the 
Romans  were  woanded  in  this  battle. 

3.  Yet  were  not  the  spirits  of  the  Jews 
broken  by  so  great  a  calamity,  but  the  losses 
they  had  sustained  rather  quickened  their 
resolution  for  other  attempts;  for,  overlooking 
the  dead  bodies  which  lay  under  their  feet, 
they  were  enticed  by  their  former  glorious 
actions  to  venture  on  a  second  destruction;  so 
when  they  had  lain  still  so  little  a  while  that 
their  wounds  were  not  yet  thoroughly  cured, 
they  got  together  all  their  forces,  and  came 
with  greater  fury,  and  in  much  greater  num- 
bers, to  Ascalon;  but  their  former  ill  fortune 
followed  them,  as  the  consequence  of  their 
unskilfulness,  and  other  deficiencies  in  war; 
for  Antonius  laid  ambushes  for  them  in  the 
passages  they  were  to  go  through,  where  they 
ttill  into  snares  unexpectedly,  and  where  they 
were  encompassed  about  with  horsemen  before 
they  could  form  themselves  into  a  regular 
body  for  fighting,  and  were  above  eight  thou- 
sand of  them  slain:  so  all  the  rest  of  them 
ran  away,  and  with  them  Niger,  who  still  did 
a  great  many  bold  exploits  in  his  flight.  How- 
ever, they  were  driven  along  together  by  the 
enemy,  who  pressed  hard  upon  them,  into  a 
certain  strong  tower  belonging  to  a  village 
called  Bezedel.  However,  Antonius  and  his 
party,  that  they  might  neither  spend  any  con- 
siderable time  about  this  tower,  which  was 
hard  to  be  taken,  nor  Euffer  their  commander, 
and  the  most  courageous  man  of  them  all,  to 
escape  from  them,  they  set  the  wall  on  fire; 
and  as  the  tower  was  burning,  the  Roman* 
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went  away  rejoicing',  as  taking  it  for  granted 
that  Niger  was  destroyed;  but  he  leaped  out 
of  the  tower  into  a  subterraneous  cave,  in  the 
innermost  part  of  it,  and  was  preserved;  and 
on  the  third  day  afterward  he  spake  out  of  the 
ground  to  those  that  with  great  lamentations 
were  searching  for  him,  in  order  to  give  him 
a  decent  funeral;  and  when  he  was  come 
out,  he  filled  all  the  Jews  with  an  unexpected 
joy,  as  though  he  were  preserved  by  God's 
providence  to  be  their  commander  for  the 
time  to  come. 

4.  And  now  Vespasian  took  along  with  him 
his  army  from  Antioch  (which  is  the  metro- 
polis of  Syria,  and,  without  dispute,  deserves 
the  place  of  the  third  city  in  the  habitable 
earth  that  was  under  the  Roman  empire,* 
both  in  magnitude  and  other  marks  of  pros- 
perity), where  he  found  king  Agrippa,  with 
all  bis  forces,  waiting  for  his  coming,  and 
marched  to  Ptolemais.  At  this  city  also  the 
inhabitants  of  Sepphoris  of  Galilee  met  him, 
who  were  for  peace  with  the  Romans.  These 
citizens  had  beforehand  taken  care  of  tlieir 
own  safety,  and  being  sensible  of  the  power  of 
the  Romans,  they  had  been  with  Cestius  Gal- 
lus  before  Vespasian  came,  and  had  given 
their  faith  to  him,  and  received  the  security 
of  his  right  hand;  and  had  received  a  Roman 
garrison;  and  at  this  time  withal  they  received 
Vespasian,  the  Roman  general,  very  kindly, 
and  readily  promised  that  they  would  assist 
biin  against  their  own  countrymen.  Now 
the  general  delivered  them,  at  their  desire,  as 
many  horsemen  and  footmen  as  he  thought 
sulficient  to  oppose  the  incursions  of  the  Jews, 
if  they  should  happen  to  couie  ag:iin5t  them ; 
—  ami  indeed  the  danger  of  losing  Sepphoris 
would  be  no  small  one,  in  this  war  that  was 
now  beginning,  seeing  it  was  the  largest  city 
of  Galilee,  and  built  in  a  place  by  nature 
very  strong,  and  might  he  a  security  of  the 
whole  nation's  [fidelity  to  the  Romans]. 


CHAPTER  IIL 

A  DE9CKIFTI0N   OF    GALILEE,    BAM.VEIA.,    AND 
JUDEA. 

§  1.  Now  Phoenicia  and  Syria  encompass 
about  the  Galilees,  which  are  two,  and  called 
the  Upper  GalUee  and  the  Lower.  They  are 
bounded  towards  the  sun-setting,  with  the 
borders  of  the  territory  belonging  to  Ptolemais, 
and  by  Carmel;  which  mountain  had  formerly 
i>elotige(l  to  the  Galileans,  but  now  belonged 
to  the  Tyrians;  to  which  mountain  adjoins 
Gaba,  which  is  called  the  Gty  of  Hoisemtn,  be- 
CHiise  those  horsemen  that  were  dismissed  by 

•  Sp^nhfim  and  Rtrlaod  both  a^ee,  that  the  two 
cntitM  here  esteemed  greater  than  Aotioeh,  the  inetro- 
|>o]ill  of  Syria,  were  Koure  and  Alexandria;  DOr  is  ttien? 
•ny  oceaaion  &>r  doubt  in  to  pl^io  a  eaae. 


Herod  the  king  dwelt  therein ;  they  are  bound- 
ed  on  the  south  with  Samaria  and  Scythopolis, 
as  far  as  the  river  Jordan;  on  the  east  with 
Hippene  and  Gadaris,  and  also  with  Gaulanitis, 
and  the  borders  of  the  kingdom  of  Agrippa; 
its  northern  parts  are  bounded  by  Tyre,  and 
the  country  of  the  Tyrians.  As  for  that 
Galilee  which  is  called  the  Lower,  it  extend* 
in  length  from  Tiberias  to  Zabulon,  and  ol 
the  maritime  places,  Ptolemais  is  its  neigh- 
bour; its  brcuillb  is  from  the  village  called 
Xaloth,  vi'hich  lies  in  the  great  plain,  as  far  at 
Bersabe,  from  which  beginning  also  is  taken 
the  breadth  of  the  Upper  Galilee,  as  far  as  the 
village  Baca,  which  divides  the  land  of  the 
Tyrians  from  it;  its  length  is  also  from  Meloth 
to  Thella,  a  village  near  to  Jordan. 

2.  These  two  Galilees.of  so  great  largeness, 
and  encompassed  with  so  many  nations  ot 
foreigners,  have  always  been  able  to  make  a 
strong  resistance  on  all  occasions  of  war;  for 
the  Galileans  are  inured  to  war  from  their 
infancy,  and  have  been  always  very  numerous; 
nor  hath  the  country  been  ever  destitute  ot 
men  of  courage,  or  wanted  a  numerous  set  ot 
them;  for  their  soil  is  universally  rich  and 
fruitful,  and  full  of  the  plantations  of  trees  of 
all  sorts,  insomuch  that  it  invites  the  most 
slothful  to  take  pains  in  its  cultivation,  by  its 
fruitlulness:  accordingly,  it  is  all  cultivated  by 
its  inhabitants,  and  no  part  of  it  lies  idle. 
Moreover,  the  cities  lie  here  very  thick;  and 
the  very  many  villages  there  are  here,  are 
everywhere  so  full  of  people,  by  the  richness 
of  their  soil,  that  the  very  least  of  them  con- 
tain above  fifteen  thousand  inhabitants. 

3.  In  short,  if  any  one  will  suppose  that 
Galilee  is  inferior  to  Perea  in  magnitude,  he 
will  be  obUged  to  prefer  it  before  it  in  its 
strength:  for  this  is  all  capable  of  cultivation, 
and  is  everywhere  fruitful ;  but  for  Perea, 
which  is  indeed  much  larger  in  extent,  the 
greater  part  of  it  is  desert,  and  rough,  and 
much  less  disposed  for  the  production  of  the 
milder  kinds  of  fruits:  yet  hath  it  a  moist  soil 
[in  other  puitsj,  and  produces  all  kinds  of 
fruits,  and  its  plains  are  planted  with  trees  of 
all  sorts,  while  yet  the  olive-tree,  the  vine,  and 
the  palm-tree,  are  chiefly  cultivated  there.  It  is 
also  sufficiently  watered  with  torrents,  which 
issue  out  of  the  mountains,  and  with  springs 
that  never  fail  to  run,  even  when  the  torrents 
fiiil  them,  as  they  do  in  the  dog-days.  Now 
the  length  of  Perea  is  from  Macherus  to  Pella, 
and  its  breadth  from  Philadelphia  to  Jordan; 
its  northern  parts  are  bounded  by  Pella,  as  we 
have  already  said,  as  well  as  its  western  with 
Jordan ;  the  land  of  Moab  is  its  southern 
border,  and  its  eastern  limits  reach  to  Arabia, 
and  Silbonitis,  and  besides  to  Piiiladelpbene 
and  Gerasa. 

4.  Now,  as  to  the  country  of  Samaria,  it 
lies  between  Judea  and  Galilee;  it  begins  at 
a  village  that  is  in  the  great  plain  called 
Ginea,  and  ends  at  the  Acrabbene  toporcby. 
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ET.d  ii  entirely  of  the  same  nature  with  Jtidea ; 
for  both  countries  are  made  up  of  liilU  and 
valleys,  and  are  tro:5t  enough  for  agriculture, 
and  are  very  fruitful.  They  have  abundance 
of  trees,  and  are  full  of  autumnal  fruit,  lioth 
that  which  grows  wild,  and  that  which  is  the 
effect  of  cultivation.  They  are  not  naturally 
watered  with  many  rivers,  but  derive  their 
chief  moisture  from  rain-water,  of  which  they 
have  no  want;  and  for  those  rivers  which 
they  have,  all  their  watera  arc  excec*liiig 
»weet:  by  reason  also  of  the  excellent  grass 
they  have,  their  cattle  yield  more  milk  th;in 
do  those  in  other  places;  and,  what  is  the 
greatest  sign  of  excellency  and  of  abundance, 
they  each  of  them  are  very  full  of  people. 

5.  In  the  limits  of  Samaria  and  Judea  lies 
the  Tillage  Anuath,  which  \e  also  named 
Borceos.  This  is  the  northern  boundary  of 
Judea.  The  southern  parts  of  Judea,  if  they  be 
measured  lengthways,  are  bounded  by  a  village 
a'ijoiiiing  to  the  contincs  of  Arabia;  the  Jews 
that  dwell  there  call  it  Jordan.  However, 
its  breadth  is  extended  from  the  river  Jordan 
to  Joppa.  The  city  Jerusalem  is  situated  in 
the  very  middle;  on  which  account  some  have, 
with  sagacity  enough,  called  that  city  the 
Navel  of  the  country.  Nor  indeed  is  Judea 
destitute  of  such  delights  as  come  from  the  sea, 
since  its  maritime  places  extend  as  iar  as  Pto- 
leniais:  it  was  parted  into  eleven  portio,is,  of 
which  the  royal  city  of  Jerusaiem  was  ihe 
supreme,  and  presided  over  all  the  neigh'jouf- 
ing  country,  as  the  head  does  over  the  tod/. 
Aa  to  the  other  cities  that  were  inferior  to  it, 
tney  presided  over  their  several  toparehies; 
Gupbna  was  the  second  of  those  cities,  and 
next  to  that  Acrabatla,  after  them  Thamna, 
and  Lydda,  and  Enimaus,  and  Pella,  and  Idu- 
mea,  and  Engaddi,  and  Uerodium,  and  Jeri- 
cho; and  alter  them  came  Jarania  and  Joppa, 
as  presiding  over  the  neighbouring  people; 
and  besides  these  there  was  the  region  of 
Gainala,  and  Gaulanitis,  and  Batanea,  and 
Trachonitis,  which  are  also  parts  of  the  king- 
dom of  Agrippa.       This  [lastj   country  begino 

at  Mount  Libanus,  and  the  fountains  of  Jor- 
dan, and  reaches  breadthways  to  the  lake  of 
Tiberias;  and  in  length  is  extended  from  a 
village  called  Arpha,  as  far  as  Julias.  Its 
inhabitants  are  a  mixture  of  Jews  and  Syrians. 
—  And  thus  have  I,  with  all  possible  brevity, 
described  the  country  of  Judea,  and  those  that 
lie  roiuid  about  it. 


CHAPTER  IV. 
laatwaas  makes  an  attempt  upon  seppmo- 

BIS,  BUT  IS  REPELLED.     TITCS  COUES  WITH 
AeaEAT  ARMY  TO  PTOLEM.\IS. 

§  1    Now  the  auxiliaries  who  were  sent  to 
aaoit  the  people  of  Sepphoris,  being  a  thousand 


horsemen,  and  six  thousand  foctnien,  undur 
Placidus  the  tribune,  pitched  their  camp  in 
two  bodies  in  the  great  plain.  The  foot  wer« 
put  into  the  city  to  be  a  guard  to  it;  but  the 
horse  lodged  abroad  in  the  camp.  These  last, 
by  marching  continually  one  way  or  other, 
and  over-running  the  p,irt8  of  the  adjoining 
country,  were  very  troublesome  to  Josephus 
and  his  men ;  they  also  plundered  all  the 
places  that  were  out  of  the  city's  liberty,  and 
intercepted  such  as  durst  go  abroad.  On 
this  account  it  was  that  Josephus  marched 
against  the  city,  as  hoping  to  take  what  he 
bad  lately  encompassed  with  so  strong  a  wall, 
before  they  revolted  from  the  rest  of  the  Gali- 
leans, that  the  Romans  would  have  much 
ado  to  take  it:  by  which  means  he  proved  too 
weak,  and  failed  of  bis  hopes,  both  as  to 
forcing  the  place,  and  to  his  prevailing  with 
the  people  of  Sepphoris  to  deliver  it  up  to 
him.  By  this  means  he  provoked  the  Romans 
to  treat  the  country  according  to  the  law  of 
war;  nor  did  the  Romans,  out  of  the  anger 
they  bore  at  this  attempt,  leave  otf  either  by 
night  or  by  day,  burning  the  places  in  the 
plain,  or  stealing  away  the  cattle  that  were  in 
the  country,  and  killing  whatsoever  appeared 
capable  of  lighting  perpetually,  and  leading 
tne  weaker  people  as  slaves  into  captivity;  so 
that  Galilee  was  all  over  filled  with  fire  and 
blood,  nor  was  it  exempted  from  any  kind  of 
misery  or  calamity;  for  the  only  refuge  they 

i  Lad  .va/i  tLis,  that  when  they  were  pursued, 
they  co'uld  retire  to  the  cities  which  had  walls 

I  built  them  by  Josephus, 

I  2.  But  as  to  Titus,  be  sailed  over  from 
Achaia  to  Alexandria,  and  that  sooner  than 
the  winter  season  did  usually  permit;  so  h« 
took  with  him  those  forces  he  was  sent  for, 
and  marching  with  great  expedition,  be  otme 
suddenly  to  Ptolemais,  and  there  tinding  his 
father,  together  with  the  two  legions,  the  fifth 
aud  tenth,  which  were  the  most  eminent  legions 
of  all,  he  joined  them  to  that  fifteenth  legion 
which  was  with  his  father:  eighteen  cohorts 
followed  these  legions;  there  came  also  five 
cohorts  from  Cebarea,  with  one  troop  of  horse- 
men, and  five  other  troops  of  horsemen  from 
Syria.  Now  these  ten  cohorts  had  severally 
a  thousand  footmen,  but  the  other  thirteen 
cohorts  had  no  more  than  six  hundred  footmen 
a-piece,  with  a  hundred  and  twenty  horse- 
men. There  were  also  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  auxiliaries  got  together,  that  came  from 
the  kings  Antiochus,  and  Agrippa,  and  Sohe- 
mus,  each  of  them  contributing  one  thousand 
footmen  that  were  archers,  and  a  thousand 
horsemen.  Alalchus  also,  the  king  of  Ara- 
bia, sent  a  thousand  horsemen,  besides  five 
thousand  footmen,  the  greatest  part  of  whom 
were  archers;  so  that  the  w*hole  army,  inclu- 
ding the  auxiliaries  sent  by  the  kings,  as  wcU 
horsemen  as  footmen  when  all  were  united 
together,  amounted  to  sixty  thousand,  besides 
the  servants,  who,  as  th«y  followed  in  vast 
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ruinbers,  so  because  they  had  be*n  trained  up 
in  war  with  the  rest,  ought  not  to  be  (lis- 
tinguisheil  from  the  fi«:hting  mi-ii;  for  as  tb»y 
were  in  thiir  masters'  serviee  in  times  of 
peace,  so  did  they  underpo  the  like  dangers 
with  them  in  times  of  war,  insomuch  that 
they  were  inferior  to  none,  either  in  skill  or 
in  strength,  only  they  were  lubject  to  their 
masters. 


CHAPTER  V. 

H  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  BOMAN  ARMIES  AND 
ROMAN  CAMFS;  AND  WHAT  THE  ROMANS 
ARE  COMMENDED  FOB. 


§  1.   Now  here  one  cannot  but  admire  at  the 
piecaulion  of  the  Romans,  in  providing  them- 
selves of  such  household  servants,  as  might 
not  only  serve  at  other  times  for  the  common 
offices  of  life,  but  might  also  be  of  advantage 
to  them  in  their  wars;  and  indeed,  if  any  one 
does  hut  attend  to  the  other  parts  of  their 
military  discipline,  he  will  be  forced  to  confess 
that  their  obtaining  so  large  a  dominion,  bath 
been  the  acquisition  of  their  valour,  and  not 
the  bare  gift  of  fortune;  for  they  do  not  begin 
to  use  their  weapons  first  in  time  of  war,  nor 
do  they  tlien  put  their  hands  first  into  motion, 
while  they  avoided  so  to  do  in  times  of  peace; 
but,  as  if  their  weapons  did  always  cling  to 
theui,  they  have  never  any  truce  from  warlike 
exercises;  nor  do  they  stay  till  times  of  war 
admonish  them  to  use  them;  for  their  military 
exercises  differ  not  at  all  from  the  real  use  of 
their  arms,  but   every  soldier    is    every  day 
exercised,  and  that  with  great  diligence,  as  if 
it  were  iu   time  of  war,  which  is  the  reason 
why  they  bear  the  fatigue  of  battles  so  easily; 
for    neither    can   any  disorder  remove  them 
from     their     usual    regularity,    nor    can    fear 
alfright   them   out  of  it,  nor  can  labour  tire 
thcin ;   which  firmness  of  conduct  makes  them 
always  to  overcome  those  that  have  not  the 
same  firmness;  nor  would  he  be  mistaken  that 
should   call    those    their    exercises    unbloody 
battles,    and   their  battles    bloody   exercises. 
Nor   can  their  enemies  easily  surprise  them 
with  the  suddenness  of  their  incursions;    for 
Rs  soon  as  they  have  marched  into  an  enemy's 
land,  they  do  not  begin  to  tight  till  they  have 
walled   their    camp    about;    nor  is  the  fence 
Ihey  raise  rashly  made,  or   uneven;    nor    do 
they  all  abide  in  it,  nor  do  those  that  are  in 
it  take  their  places  at  random;  but  if  it  hap- 
pens  that  the  ground  is  uneven,  it  is  first 
levelled:    their   camp  is  also  four-square  by 
measure,  and  carpenters  are  ready,  in   great 
numbers,  with  their  tools,  to  erect  their  build- 
ings for  them.' 

•  This  dffscrifition  of  the  «xact  symmetry  and  refpila- 
rity  of  (lie  kniii;io  army,  and  ul  thtr  Koman  encaropments, 
witlj  iLe  soundiDg  their  trumpet*,  Slc-  and  older  of  war. 


2.  As  for  what  is  within  the  camp,  it  is  set 
apart  for  tents,  bul  the  outward  circumference 
hath  the  resemblance  of  a  wall,  and  is  adoiued 
with  towers  at  equal  distances,  where  between 
the  towers  stand  the  engines  for  throwing 
arrows  and  darts,  and  for  slinging  stones,  and 
where  they  lay  all  other  engines  that  can 
annoy  the  encn)y,  all  ready  for  their  severiJ 
operations.  They  also  erect  four  gates.  ou« 
at  every  side  of  the  circumference,  and  these 
large  enough  for  the  entrance  of  the  beasts, 
and  wide  enough  for  making  excursions,  if 
occasion  should  require.  They  divide  the 
camp  within  into  streets,  very  conveniently, 
and  place  the  tents  of  the  commanders  in  the 
middle;  but  in  the  very  midst  of  all  is  the 
general's  own  tent,  in  the  nature  of  a  temple, 
insomuch  that  it  appears  to  be  a  city  built  on 
the  sudden,  with  its  market-place,  and  place 
for  handicraft  trades,  and  with  seats  for  the 
officers,  superior  and  inferior;  where,  if  any 
differences  arise,  ^heir  causes  are  heard  and 
determined.  The  camp,  and  all  that  is  in  it, 
is  encompassed  with  a  wall  rouiui  about,  and 
that  sooner  than  one  would  imagine,  and  this 
by  the  multitude  and  the  skill  of  the  labour- 
crs;  and,  if  occasion  require,  a  trench  is  drawn 
round  the  whole,  whose  depth  is  four  cubits, 
and  its  breadth  equal. 

3.  When  they  have  thus  secured  themselves, 
they  live  together  by  companies,  with  quiet- 
ness and  decency,  as  are  all  their  other  affairs 
managed  with  good  order  and  security.  Each 
company  hath  also  their  wood,  and  their  corn, 
and  their  water,  brought  them,  when  they 
stand  in  need  of  them;  for  they  neither  sup 
nor  dine  as  they  please  themselves  singly,  but 


all  together.  Their  times  also  for  sleeping 
and  watching,  and  rising,  are  notified  before- 
hand by  the  sound  of  trumpets,  nor  is  any 
thing  done  without  such  a  signal;  and  in  the 
murning  the  soldiery  go  every  one  to  their 
centurions,  ami  these  centurions  to  their  tri- 
bunes,  to  salute  them;  with  whom  all  the 
superior  officers  go  to  the  general  of  the  whole 
army,  who  then  gives  them  of  course  the  watch- 
word  and  other  orders,  to  be  by  them  carried 
to  all  that  are  under  their  command;  which 
is  also  observed  when  tliey  go  to  fight,  and 
thereby  they  turn  themselves  about  on  the  sud- 
den, when  there  is  occasion  for  making  sallies, 
as  they  come  back  when  they  are  recalled,  in 
crowds  also. 

4.  When  they  are  to  go  out  of  their  camp, 
the  trumpet  gives  a  sound,  at  which  time 
nobody  lies  still,  but  at  the  first  intimation  they 


.lescribed  in  tliis  nod  the  nelt  ,:hapler,  is  so  very  like  to 
itie  syiumftry  and  reLinlaiily  of  llie  Qropii-  of  lir;iel  iD  iho 
.vildeniess  (si-e  Ursenptiun  ol  tlie  Ti-"i|iles.  cli.  ix)  that 
ne  cannot  well  avoid  tiie  sopIlo^al.  that  ilie  one  was  tho 
iltimale  palleni  ol  llie  nlher.  and  tliat  tile  laciici  of  lh« 
anoients  were  taken  I'-oiii  Ihe  lulcs  j;iven  l)>  Gitd  tji 
Moses.  And  it  is  lljouchl  by  >"nie  skillol  in  Uiesi.  mat- 
ters, that  these  accounts  of  .loseiihus.  as  to  the  Roman 
camp  and  armour,  and  conduct  in  war.  ara  preferal>le  to 
IboM  )□  the  Koman  authors  themsolvea. 
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take  down  their  tents,  and  all  is  made  ready 
for  their  going  out;  then  do  the  trumpets 
sound  again,  to  order  thein  to  get  ready  for 
the  march;  then  do  they  lay  their  baggage 
suddenly  upon  their  mules  and  other  beasts  of 
burden,  and  stand,  at  the  place  for  starting, 
ready  to  march;  when  also  they  set  tire  to 
their  camp,  and  this  they  do  because  it  will 
be  easy  for  them  to  erect  another  camp,  and 
that  it  may  not  ever  be  of  use  to  their  ene- 
mies. Then  do  the  trumpets  give  a  sound 
the  third  time,  that  they  are  to  go  out  in  order 
to  excite  those  that  on  any  account  arc  a  little 
tardy,  that  so  no  one  may  be  out  of  his  rank 
%vhen  the  army  marches.  Then  does  the  crier 
stand  at  the  general's  right  band,  and  asks 
them  thrice,  in  their  own  tongue,  whether  they 
be  now  ready  to  go  out  to  war  or  not.  To 
which  they  reply  as  often,  with  a  loud  and 
cheerful  voice,  saying,  *'  We  are  ready." 
And  this  they  do  ahnost  before  the  question  is 
asked  them;  they  do  this  as  tilled  with  a  kind 
of  martial  fury,  and  at  the  time  that  they  so 
cry  out,  they  lift  up  their  right  bands  also. 

5.  When,  alter  this,  they  are  gone  out  of 
their  cunip,  they  all  march  without  noise,  and 
in  a  decent  manner,  and  every  one  keeps  bis 
own  rank,  as  if  they  were  going  to  war.  The 
footmen  are  armed  with  breast-plates  and  head- 
pieces, and  have  swords  on  each  side;  but  the 
sword  wbich  is  upon  their  left  side  is  much 
longer  than  the  other;  for  that  on  the  right  side 
is  not  lunger  than  a  span.  Those  footmen  also 
that  are  chosen  out  from  amongst  the  rest  to  be 
about  the  general  himself,  have  a  lance  and  a 
buckler;  but  the  rest  of  the  foot-soldiers  have  a 
spear  and  a  long  buckler,  besides  a  saw  and  a 
basket,  a  pick-axe,  and  an  axe,  a  thong  of 
leather,  and  a  hook,  with  provii-ioiis  for  three 
days;  so  that  a  footman  hath  no  great  need  of 
a  mule  to  carry  his  burdens.  The  horsemen 
have  a  long  sword  on  their  right  sides,  and  a 
long  pole  in  their  hand:  a  shield  also  lies  by 
them  obliquely  on  one  side  of  their  horses, 
with  three  or  more  darts  that  are  borne  in  their 
quiver,  having  broad  points,  and  no  smaller 
than  spears.  They  have  also  head-pieces  and 
breast-plates,  in  like  manner  as  have  all  the 
footmen.  And  for  those  that  are  chosen  to 
be  about  the  general,  their  armour  no  way 
differs  from  that  of  the  horsemen  belonging 
to  other  troops;  and  he  always  leads  the 
legions  forth,  to  whom  the  lot  assigns  that 
eoiployniei.t. 

6.  This  is  the  manner  of  the  marching  and 
resting  of  the  Romans,  as  also  these  are  the 
several  sorts  of  weapons  they  use.  But  when 
they  are  to  fight,  they  leave  nothing  without 
forecast,  nor  to  be  done  off-hand,  but  coiuisel 
is  ever  first  taken  before  any  work  is  begun, 
and  what  hath  been  there  resolved  upon  is 
put  in  execution  presently;  for  wbich  reason 
they  seldom  commit  any  errors;  and  if  they 
have  been  mistaken  at  any  time,  tbey  easily 
cQrrecc  those  mistakes.  They  also  esteem  any 


errors  they  commit  upon  taking  counsel  be- 
forehand, to  be  better  than  such  rash  success 
as  is  owing  to  fortune  only;  because  such  a 
fortuitous  advantage  tempts  them  to  be  in- 
considerate, while  consultation,  though  it  may 
sometimes  fail  of  success,  bath  this  good  ill 
it,  that  it  makes  men  more  careful  hereafter; 
but  for  the  advantages  that  arise  from  chance, 
they  are  not  owing  to  him  that  gains  them-, 
and  as  to  what  melancholy  accidents  happen 
unexpectedly,  there  is  this  comfort  in  them, 
that  they  bad  however  taken  the  best  consul- 
tations they  could  to  prevent  them. 

7.  Now  they  so  manage  their  preparatory 
exercises  of  their  weapons,  that  not  the  bodies 
of  the  soldiers  only,  but  their  souls,  may  also 
become  stronger:  they  are  moreover  hardened 
for  war  by  fear;  for  their  laws  indict  capital 
punishments,  not  only  for  soldiers  running 
away  from  their  ranks,  but  for  slotbfulness 
and  inactivity,  though  it  be  but  in  a  lesser 
degree;  as  are  their  generals  more  severe  than 
their  laws,  for  tbey  prevent  any  imputation  of 
cruelty  towards  those  under  coiideinnation, 
by  the  great  rewards  tbey  bestow  on  the 
valiant  soldiers;  and  the  readiness  of  obeying 
their  commanders  is  so  great,  that  it  is  very 
ornamental  in  peace;  but  when  they  come  to 
a  battle,  the  whole  army  is  but  one  body,  so 
well  coupled  together  are  their  ranks,  so  sud 
den  are  their  turnings  about,  so  sharp  their 
hearing  as  to  what  orders  are  given  them,  so 
quick  their  sight  of  the  ensigns,  and  so  nim- 
ble are  their  hands  when  they  set  to  work; 
whereby  it  came  to  pass,  that  what  they  do 
is  done  quickly,  and  what  they  suffer  they 
bear  with  the  greatest  patience.  Nor  can  we 
liiid  any  examples  where  they  have  been  con- 
quered in  battle,  when  they  came  to  a  close 
light,  either  by  the  multitude  of  the  enemies, 
or  by  their  stratagems,  or  by  the  difficulties 
in  the  places  tbey  were  in;  no,  nor  by  fortune 
neither,  for  their  victories  have  been  surer  to 
them  than  fortune  could  have  granted  them. 
In  a  case,  therefore,  where  counsel  still  goes 
before  action,  and  where,  after  taking  the  best 
advice,  that  advice  is  followed  by  so  active  an 
army,  what  wonder  is  it  that  Euphrates  on 
the  east,  the  ocean  on  the  west,  the  most  fer- 
tile regions  of  Libya  on  the  south,  and  the 
Danube  and  the  Rhine  on  the  north,  are  the 
limits  of  this  empire.  One  might  well  say, 
that  the  Roman  possessions  are  not  inferior  to 
the  Romans  themselves. 

8.  This  account  I  have  given  the  reader, 
iiot  so  much  with  the  intention  of  commend- 
ing the  Romans,  as  of  comforting  those  that 
.lave  been  conquered  by  them,  and  for  deter- 
;ing  others  fnom  attempting  innovations  un- 
ier  their  government.  This  discourse  of  the 
lloman  military  conduct  may  also  perhaps  be 
vt  use  to  such  of  the  curious  as  are  ignorant 
of  it,  and  yet  have  a  mind  to  know  it.  I 
return  now  Irom  this  digression. 
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CHAPTEE  VL 

PtACIDDS  ATTEMPTS  TO  TAKE  JOTAPATA, 
AND  IS  BHATEN  OFF.  VESPASIAN  MAllCHES 
INTO  GALILEE. 

§  1.  And  now  Vespasian,  with  his  son  Titus, 
bad  tarried  some  time  at  Ptoleniais,  and  had 
put  his  army  in  order.  But  when  I'lacidus, 
who  had  over^run  Galilee,  and  had  besides 
slain  a  number  of  those  whom  be  had  caught 
(which  were  only  the  weaker  part  of  the  Gali- 
leans, and  such  as  were  of  timorous  souls), 
saw  that  the  warriors  ran  always  to  those 
cities  whose  walls  had  been  built  by  Josephtis, 
he  n)arched  furiously  against  Jotupata,  which 
was  of  them  all  the  strongest,  as  supposing 
he  should  easily  take  it  by  a  sudden  surprise, 
and  that  he  should  thereby  obtain  great  honour 
to  himself  among  the  cumuianders.  and  bring 
a  great  advantage  to  them  in  their  future 
campaign;  because,  if  this  strongest  place  ol 
them  all  were  once  taken,  the  rest  would  be 
so  affrighted  as  to  surrender  tiiemselves.  But 
he  was  mightily  mistaken  in  his  undertaking; 
fijr  the  men  of  Jotiipata  were  apprised  of  his 
coming  to  attack  them,  and  came  out  of  the 
city,  and  expected  him  there.  So  they  fought 
the  Romans  briskly  when  they  least  expected 
it,  being  both  many  in  number,  and  prepared 
for  lighting,  and  of  great  alacrity,  as  esteem- 
ing their  country,  their  wives,  and  their  chil- 
dren, to  be  ia  danger,  and  easily  put  the 
Romans  to  flight,  and  wounded  many  of  them, 
and  slew  seven  of  them;*  because  their 
retreat  was  not  made  in  a  disorderly  manner, 
becau>e  the  strokes  only  touched  the  surface 
of  their  bodies,  which  were  covered  with 
their  armour  in  h11  parts,  and  because  the 
Jews  did  rather  throw  their  weapons  ujion 
tliein  from  a  great  distance,  than  venture  to 
come  band  to  hand  with  them,  and  had  only 
light  armour  on,  whik  the  others  were  com- 
pletely armed.  However,  three  men  of  the 
Jews' side  were  slain,  and  a  few  wounded;  so 
I'laciduj,  finding  himself  unable  to  assault  the 
city,  ran  away. 

'2.  But  as  Vespasian  had  a  great  mind  to 
fall  upon  Galilee,  he  marched  out  from  Ptole- 
mais,  having  put  his  army  into  that  order 
wherein   the   Bomans   used   to   march.     Ue 

•  I  cannot  but  here  observe  an  eastern  way  of  speak- 
inp.  freijiient  ainon?  them,  bnl  not  usual  among  us, 
wliere  tlie  word  "only  '*  or  '-alone"  is  nut  set  down,  but 
perhap>  Borne  n  ay  supplied  in  the  pronunciauon.  Thus 
Jnseiilius  nere  says,  that  those  of  Jolapata  slew  seven  of 
the  RoToani  as  they  were  marching  off,  because  the 
Romans'  retreat  was  regular,  their  bodifs  were  covered 
OTir  with  th^ir  armour,  and  the  Jews  fought  at  some 
di'tance;  his  meaning  is  clear,  that  these  were  the  rea- 
sons wny  they  slew  only,  or  no  more  than  seven.  I  have 
nif  wilr.  many  the  lite  examples  in  the  Scriptures,  in 
Josephus,  &c.;  Itut  did  nut  note  down  the  particular 
plar.'^B.  Ttiis  observation  ought  to  be  borne  io  mind 
opoo  many  occafetooi.   .    ..w.  .....h^v-.    . 


ordered  those  auxiliaiies  which  were  lightly 
armed,  and  the  archers,  to  march  first, 
that  they  might  prevent  any  sudden  insults 
from  the  enemy,  and  might  search  out  the 
woods  that  looked  suspiciously,  and  were 
capable  of  ambuscades.  Next  to  these  fol- 
lowed that  part  of  the  Romans  who  were 
most  completely  armed,  both  footmen  and 
horsemen.  Next  to  these  followed  ten  out 
of  every  hundred,  carrying  along  with  them 
their  arms,  and  what  was  necessary  to  mea- 
sure out  a  camp  withal;  and  after  them, 
such  as  were  to  make  the  road  even  and 
straight,  and  if  it  were  anywhere  rough  and 
hard  to  be  passed  over,  to  plane  it,  and  to 
cut  down  the  woods  that  hindered  their  march, 
that  the  army  might  not  be  in  distress,  or 
tired  with  their  march.  Behind  these  be  set 
such  carriages  of  the  army  as  belonged  both 
to  himself  and  to  the  other  commanders,  with 
a  considerable  number  of  their  hor:iemen  for 
their  security.  After  these  he  marched  him- 
self, having  with  him  a  select  body  of  foot- 
men, and  horsemen,  and  pikeinen.  After 
these  came  the  peculiar  cavidry  of  his  own 
legion,  for  there  were  an  hundred  and  twenty 
horsemen  that  peculiarly  belonged  to  every 
legion.  Next  to  these  came  the  mules  that 
Ciirried  the  engines  for  sieges,  and  the  other 
warlike  machines  of  that  nature.  After  these 
came  the  commanders  of  the  cohorts,  and  tri- 
bunes, having  about  them  soldiers  chosen  out 
of  the  rest.  Then  came  the  ensigns  encouipas- 
sing  the  eagle,  which  is  at  the  head  of  every 
Roman  legion,  the  king  and  the  strongest  of 
all  birds,  which  seems  to  thein  a  signal  ut 
dominion,  and  an  omen  that  they  shall  conquer 
all  against  whom  they  march;  these  sacred 
ensigns  are  followed  by  the  trumpeters.  Then 
came  the  main  army  in  their  squadrons  and 
battalions,  with  six  men  in  depth,  which  were 
rijiiowe<l  at  lust  by  a  centurion,  who,  according 
to  custom,  observed  the  rest.  As  for  the  ser- 
vants of  every  legion,  they  all  followed  the 
footmen,  and  lerl  the  baggage  of  the  soldiers, 
v/hich  was  borne  by  the  mules  and  other  beasts 
of  burden.  But  behind  all  the  legions  came 
the  whole  multitude  of  the  mercenaries;  and 
those  that  brought  up  the  rear  came  last  of  all 
for  the  security  of  the  whole  army,  being  both 
footmen,  and  those  in  their  armour  alio,  with 
a  great  number  of  horsemen. 

3.  And  thus  did  Vespasian  march  with  his 
army,  and  came  to  the  bounds  of  Galilee, 
where  he  pitched  his  camp  and  restrained  his 
soldiers,  who  were  eager  for  war;  he  also 
showed  his  army  to  the  enemy,  in  order  to 
affright  them,  and  to  afford  them  a  season  for 
repentance,  to  see  whether  they  would  change 
their  minds  before  it  came  to  a  battle,  and  at 
the  same  time  he  got  things  ready  for  besieg- 
ing their  strongholds.  And  indeed  this  sight 
of  the  general  brought  many  to  repent  of  their 
revolt,  and  put  them  all  into  a  consternation; 
for  those  that  were  in  Josepbua's  camp,  whiab 
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was  *t  ths  city  called  Garis,  not  far  from 
sepptoris,  when  they  heard  that  the  war  was 
rome  near  tbeni,  and  that  the  Romans  would 
suddenly  fight  them  hand  to  hand,  dispersed 
tneinselves  and  fled,  not  only  before  they 
i-ame  to  a  battle,  but  before  the  enemy  ever 
came  in  sight,  while  Josephus  and  a  few  others 
were  left  behind ;  and  as  be  saw  that  he  had  not 
an  army  sufficient  to  engage  the  enemy,  that 
the  spirits  of  the  Jews  were  sunk,  and  that  the 
greater  part  would  willingly  come  to  terms, 
if  they  might  be  credited,  be  already  des- 
paired of  the  success  of  the  whole  war,  and 
determined  to  get  as  far  as  he  possibly  could, 
out  of  danger;  so  he  took  those  that  staid 
aion^  with  him,  and  fled  to  Tiberias. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

fESPASIAN,  WHEN  HE  HAD  TAKES  THE  CITT 
GADABA,  UAECUES  TO  JOTAFATA.  AFTER 
A  LONG  SIEGE,  THE  CITY  IS  BKTBAYED  BT  A 
DESEBTEa,  AND  TAKEN  BY  VESPASIAN. 

§  I.  So  Vespasian  marched  to  the  city  Gadara, 
and  took  it  upon  the  tirst  onset,  because  he 
fuiiiid  it  destitute  of  any  considerable  number 
of  men  grown  up  and  fit  for  war.  ile  came 
then  into  it,  and  slew  all  the  youth,  the  Ro- 
mans having  no  mercy  on  any  age  whatso- 
ever; and  this  was  done  out  of  the  hatred 
they  bore  the  nation,  and  because  of  the  in- 
iquity they  had  been  guilty  of  in  the  affair  of 
Cestias.  He  also  set  lire,  not  only  to  the 
dty  itself,  but  to  all  the  villas  and  small  cities 
that  were  round  about  it;  some  of  them  were 
quite  destitute  of  inhabitants ;  and  out  of 
some  of  them  he  carried  the  inhabitants  as 
slaves  into  captivity. 

'2.  As  to  Josephus,  bis  retiring  into  that  city, 
which  he  chose  as  the  most  fit  tor  his  security, 
put  it  into  great  fear;  for  the  people  of  Ti- 
berias did  not  imagine  that  be  would  have 
run  away,  unless  he  bad  entirely  despaired  of 
tbe  success  of  the  war ;  and,  indeed,  as  to 
that  point,  tbey  were  not  mistaken  about  his 
opinion;  for  be  saw  whither  the  affairs  of  the 
Jews  would  tend  at  last,  and  was  sensible 
that  they  bad  but  one  way  of  escaping,  and 
that  was  by  repentance.  However,  although 
be  expected  that  the  Romans  would  forgive 
him,  yet  did  he  choose  to  die  many  times  over 
rather  than  to  betray  his  country,  and  to  dis- 
honour that  supreme  command  of  the  army 
which  bad  been  entrusted  with  him,  or  to 
live  happily  under  those  against  whom  he  was 
sent  to  fight.  He  determined,  therefore,  to 
give  an  #cact  account  of  affairs  to  the  princi- 
pal men  at  Jerusalem  by  a  letter,  that  he 
might  not,  by  too  much  aggrandizing  the 
power  of  the  enemy,  make  them  too  timorous ; 
nor,  by  relating  that  their  power  beneath  the 
truth,  iiight   encoutage  them  to  stand    out 


when  they  were  perhaps  disposed  to  repent- 
ance. He  also  sent  them  word,  that  it  they 
thought  of  coming  to  terras,  they  must  st:d- 
denly  write  him  an  answer;  or  if  they  re- 
solve upon  war,  they  must  send  him  an  array 
sufficient  to  fight  tbe  Romans.  Accordingly, 
he  wrote  these  things,  and  sent  messengers 
immediately  to  carry  his  letter  to  Jerusalem. 

3.  Now  Vespasian  was  very  desirous  cf 
demobshing  Jotapata,  for  Le  had  gotten  intel- 
ligence that  the  greater  part  of  tbe  enemy  bad 
retired  thither;  and  that  it  was,  on  other  ac- 
counts, a  place  of  great  seairity  to  tbem.  Ac- 
cordingly, he  sent  both  footmen  and  horsemen 
to  level  tbe  road,  which  was  mountainous  and 
rocky,  not  without  difficulty  to  be  travelled 
over  by  footmen,  but  absolutely  impracticable 
for  horsemen.  Now  these  workmen  accom- 
plished what  tbey  were  about  in  four  days' 
time,  and  opened  a  broad  way  for  tbe  army. 
On  tbe  fifth  day,  which  was  the  twenty-first  ol 
the  month  Artemisius  (Jyar),  Josephus  pre. 
vented  him,  and  came  from  Tiberias,  and 
went  into  Jotapata,  and  raised  the  drooping 
spirits  of  the  Je«-s.  And  a  certain  deserter 
told  this  good  news  to  Vespasian,  that  Jose- 
phus had  removed  himself  thither,  which 
made  him  make  haste  to  the  city,  as  suppos- 
ing, that  with  taking  that  be  should  take  all 
Judca,  in  case  he  could  but  withal  get  Jose- 
phus under  his  power.  So  he  took  this  news 
to  be  of  the  vastest  advantage  to  him,  and  be- 
liercd  it  to  be  brought  about  by  the  provi- 
dence of  God,  that  he  who  appeared  to  be  the 
most  prudent  man  of  all  their  enemies,  had  of 
his  own  accord  shut  himself  up  in  a  place  of 
sure  custody.  Accordingly,  he  sent  Placidus 
with  a  thousand  horsemen,  and  Ebutius,  a 
decurioD,  a  person  that  was  of  eroinency  both 
in  council  and  in  action,  to  encompass  the  city 
round,  that  Josephus  might  not  escape  away 
privately. 

4.  Vespasian  also,  the  very  next  day,  took 
his  whole  army  and  followed  tbem,  and  by 
marching  till  late  in  the  evening,  arrived  then 
at  Jotapata;  and  bringing  his  army  to  the 
northern  side  of  the  city,  he  pitched  his  camp 
on  a  certain  small  hill  which  was  seven  fur- 
longs from  the  city,  and  still  greatly  endea- 
voured to  be  well  seen  by  the  enemy,  to  put 
them  into  a  consternation,  which  was  indeed 
so  terrible  to  the  Jews  immediately,  that  no 
one  of  them  durst  go  out  beyond  the  wall. 
Yet  did  the  Romans  put  off  the  attack  at  that 
time,  because  they  bad  marched  all  the  dav, 
although  they  placed  a  double  row  of  batta- 
lions round  the  city,  with  a  third  row  beyoud 
tbem  round  the  whole,  which  consisted  of 
cavalry,  in  order  to  stop  up  every  way  for  an 
exit;  which  thing,  making  the  Jews  despair 
of  escaping,  excited  them  to  act  more  bokly; 
fur  nothing  makes  men  fight  so  desperately  in 
war  as  necessity. 

5.  NoH'  when  an  assault  was  made  the  next 
(lay  by  the  Romans,  the  Jews  at  first 
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CtA  of  the  walls,  and  opposed  them;  and  met 
tlitfin,  as  having  t'ormed  themselves  a  camp 
before  the  city  waiU.  But  when  Vespasian 
had  set  against  them  the  archers  and  ^lingers, 
and  the  whole  multitude  that  could  throw  to 
a  great  distance,  he  peruiittcd  them  to  go  to 
work,  while  he  hiinsell,  with  the  footmen, 
|ot  upon  an  acclivity,  whence  the  city  might 
tasily  he  talien.  Josephus  was  then  iu  tear 
for  the  city,  and  leaped  out,  and  all  the  Jew- 
ish multitude  with  hijn;  these  fell  together 
upon  the  Konians  in  great  nuinhers,  and  drove 
them  away  from  the  wall,  and  performed  a 
great  many  glorious  and  hold  actions.  Vet 
did  they  sulfer  as  much  as  they  made  the 
enemy  suffer;  for  as  despair  of  deliverance 
eucouraged  the  Jews,  so  did  a  sense  of  shame 
equally  encourage  tlie  Romans.  These  last 
had  skill  as  well  as  strength;  the  other  had 
oidy  courage,  which  aruied  them,  and  made 
Iheui  tight  furiously.  And  when  the  fight 
had  lasted  all  day,  it  was  put  an  end  to  hy  the 
coming  on  of  the  night.  They  had  wounded 
a  great  many  of  the  Romans,  and  killed  of 
them  thirteen  men;  of  the  Jews'  side  seven- 
teen were  slain,  and  six  hundred  wounded. 

6.  On  tiie  next  day  the  Jews  made  another 
atl.ick  tipou  the  Uonians,  and  went  out  of 
the  walls,  and  fought  a  much  more  dt;sperate 
battle  with  them  than  before;  lor  they  were 
now  become  more  courageous  than  formerly, 
and  that  on  account  of  the  unexpected  good 
opposition  they  had  made  the  day  before,  as 
liiey  found  the  Rom.ias  also  to  fight  more 
desperately;  for  a  sense  of  shame  indanied 
these  into  a  passion,  as  esteeming  their  failure 
of  a  sudden  victory  to  be  a  kind  of  defeat. 
Thus  did  the  Romans  try  to  make  an  impres- 
sion uptm  the  Jews  till  the  lifth  day  continu- 
ally, while  tlie  people  ot  Jotapata  made  sallies 
out,  and  fought  at  the  walls  most  desperately ; 
uor  were  the  Jews  affrighted  at  the  strength 
of  the  enemy,  nor  were  the  Romans  discou- 
raged at  the  ditlicullies  they  met  with  in 
taking  the  city. 

7.  Now  Jotapata  is  almost  all  of  it  built 
upon  a  precipice,  having  on  all  the  other  sides 
of  it  every  way  valleys  itnmensely  deep  and 
steep,  insomuch  that  those  who  would  look 
down  would  have  their  sight  fail  them  before 
it  reaches  to  the  bottom.  It  is  only  to  be 
come  at  on  the  north  side,  where  the  utmost 
part  of  the  city  is  built  on  the  mountain,  as 
it  ends  obliquely  at  a  plain.  This  mountain 
Josephus  had  encompa.ssed  with  a  wall  when 
he  fortified  the  city,  that  its  top  might  not  be 
capable  of  being  seized  upon  by  the  eueiuies. 
The  city  is  covered  all  round  with  other 
mountains,  and  can  no  way  be  seen  till  a  man 
comes  just  upon  it.  And  this  was  the  strong 
situation  of  Jotapata. 

8.  Vespasian,  therefore,  in  order  to  try  how 
he  might  overcome  the  natural  strength  of 
tlie  place,  as  well  as  the  bold  defence  ot  the 
Jews,  made  a  resolution  to  prosecute  the  siege 


with  rigour.  To  that  end  he  called  the  com- 
manders that  were  under  him  to  a  council  of 
war,  and  consulted  with  them  which  way  the 
assault  might  Ije  managed  to  the  best  ati  van- 
tage; and  when  the  resolution  was  there 
taken  to  raise  a  bank  against  that  part  ol  the 
wall  wliich  was  practicable,  he  sent  his  whole 
army  abroad  to  get  the  materials  together 
So  when  tliey  hud  cut  down  all  the  trees  oi  *, 
the  mountains  that  adjoined  to  the  ciiy,  and  ' 
had  gotten  together  a  vast  heap  of  stones, 
besides  the  wood  they  had  cut  down,  some  of 
them  brought  hurdles,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
effects  of  the  darts  that  were  shot  from  above 
tbein.  These  hurdles  they  spread  over  their 
banks,  under  cover  whereof  they  formed  their 
bank,  and  so  were  little  or  nothing  hurt  by 
the  darts  that  were  thrown  upon  them  from 
the  wall,  while  others  pulled  the  neighbour, 
ing  hillocks  to  pieces,  and  perpetually  brought 
earth  to  them;  so  that  while  they  were  busy 
three  sorts  of  ways,  nobody  was  idle.  Ho«'- 
ever,  the  Jews  cast  gre.it  stones  from  the  walls 
upon  the  hurdles  m  hich' protected  the  men, 
with  all  sorts  of  darts  also;  and  the  noise 
of  what  could  not  reach  them  was  yet  so  ter- 
rible, that  it  was  some  impediment  to  the 
workmen. 

9.  Vespasian  tlien  set  the  engines  for  throw- 
ing stones  and  darts  round  about  the  city; 
the  number  of  the  engines  was  in  all  a  hun- 
dred and  sixty;  and  bade  them  fall  to  work, 
and  dislodge  those  tliat  were  upon  the  wall. 
.A.t  the  same  time  such  engines  as  were 
intended  for  that  purpose,  threw  at  once 
lances  upon  theni  with  great  noise,  and  stones 
of  the  weight  of  a  talent  were  thrown  hy  tha 
engines  that  were  prepared  for  that  purpore, 
together  with  tire,  and  a  vast  multitude  ot 
.irrows,  which  made  the  wall  so  dangerous, 
that  the  Jews  durst  not  only  net  to  come  upon 
it,  but  durst  not  conn*  to  those  parts  witbin 
the  walls  which  were  reached  by  the  engines; 
for  the  multitude  of  the  Arabian  archers,  as 
well  also  as  all  those  that  threw  darts  and 
slung  stones,  fell  to  work  at  the  same  time 
with  the  engines;  Yet  did  not  the  others  lie 
still  when  they  could  not  throw  at  the  Romans 
from  a  higher  place;  tor  tliey  then  made  sal- 
lies out  of  the  city  like  private  rolibeis,  by 
parties,  and  pulled  away  the  hurdles  that 
covered  the  workmen,  and  killed  them  wheu 
they  were  thus  naked;  aud  when  those  work- 
men gave  way,  these  ca.st  away  the  earth  that 
composed  the  bank,  and  burnt  the  wooden 
parts  of  it.  togelher  with  the  hurdles,  till  at 
length  Vespasian  perceived  that  the  intervals 
there  were  between  the  works  were  ot  disad- 
vantage to  bini;  for  those  spaces  of  grourd 
afforded  the  Jews  a  place  for  assaulting  tre 
Romans.  .  So  he  united  the  hurdles,  and  at 
the  same  time  joined  one  part  of  the  array  to 
the  other,  which  prevented  the  private  excur- 
sions of  the  Jews. 

lU.  And  when  the  bank  was  now  raiseti, 

a  T 
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fiiid  brought  nearer  than  ever  to  the  battle- 
iceitts  that  belonged  to  the  walls,  Josephus 
tliougfat  it  would  be  entirely  wrong  in  him 
if  he  could  make  no  contri\ances  in  opposi- 
tion to  theirs,  and  that  might  be  for  the  city's 
pre?ervatioii ;  so  he  got  together  his  work- 
men, and  ordered  tbem  to  build  the  wall 
higlier;  and  when  they  said  that  this  was  ira- 
po>sible  to  be  done  while  so  mauy  darts  were 
thrown  at  them,  he  invented  this  sort  of  cover 
for  tbem: — -lie  bade  tbem  fix  piles,  and  ex- 
pand before  them  raw  hidi-s  of  oxen  newly 
killed,  that  these  bides,  by  yielding  and  hol- 
lowing themselves  when  the  stones  were 
tiirown  at  them,  might  receive  tbem,  for  that 
the  other  darts  would  slide  otf  them,  and  the 
iire  that  was  thrown  would  be  quenched  by 
the  moisture  that  was  in  them;  and  these  he 
6et  before  the  workmen;  and  under  them 
these  workmen  went  on  with  their  works  in 
safety,  and  raised  the  wall  higher,  and  that 
both  by  day  and  by  night,  till  it  was  twenty 
cubits  high.  He  also  built  a  good  number 
of  towers  upon  the  u*all,  and  fitted  it  to  strong 
battlements.  This  greatly  discoirraged  the 
Uumans,  who,  in  their  own  opiniuns,  were  al- 
ready gotten  within  the  walls,  while  they  were 
DOW  at  once  astonished  at  Josephus's  contri- 
vance, and  at  the  fortitude  of  the  citizens  that 
were  in  the  city. 

ll.  And  now  Vespasian  was  plainly  irri- 
tated at  the  great  subtilty  of  this  stratagem, 
and  at  the  boldness  of  the  citizens  of  Jotapa- 
la;  for  taking  heart  again  upon  the  building 
of  this  Willi,  they  made  fresh  sallies  upon  the 
Komans,  and  bad  every  day  conriicts  with 
lliein  by  parties.  togL'ther  with  all  such  con- 
trivances as  robbers  make  u^e  of,  and  with  the 
plundering  of  all  that  came  to  hand,  as  also 
with  the  setting  tire  to  all  the  other  works; 
ttiid  this  till  Vespasian  made  his  army  Itave 
otf  lighting  them,  and  resolved  to  lie  round 
the  ci.y,  and  to  starve  tbem  into  a  surrender, 
as  supposing  that  either  they  would  be  forced 
to  petition  him  for  mercy  by  want  of  provi- 
sions, or  if  they  should  have  the  courage  to 
bohi  out  till  the  last  they  should  perish  by 
famine:  and  he  concluded  he  should  conquer 
them  the  more  easily  in  lighting,  if  he  gave 
tbeiu  an  interval,  and  then  fell  upon  them 
U'ben  they  were  weakened  by  famine;  but 
still  be  gave  orders  that  they  should  guard 
ttgainst  their  coming  out  of  the  city. 

i'2.  Now  the  besieged  bad  plenty  of  corn 
within  the  city,  and  indeed  of  all  other  neces- 
saries, but  they  wanted  water,  because  there 
was  no  tountain  in  the  city,  the  people  beitig 
there  usually  satisGed  with  rain  water;  yet  it 
is  a  rare  thing  in  that  country  to  have  rain  in 
summer,  and  at  this  season,  during  the  siege, 
they  were  in  great  distress  for  somtr  contri- 
vance to  satisfy  their  thirst;  and  they  were 
very  sad  at  this  time  particularly,  as  if  tbey 
were  already  in  want  of  water  entirely,  tor 
Josephus  seeing  that  the  city  abounded  with 


other  necessaries,  and  that  the  men  were  of 
good  courage,  and  being  desirous  to  protract 
the  siege  to  the  Romans  longer  than  they 
expected,  ordered  their  drink  to  be  given  them 
by  measure;  but  this  scanty  distribution  of 
water  by  measure  was  deemed  by  them  as  a 
I  thing  more  hard  upon  tbem  than  the  want  of 
it;  and  their  not  been  able  to  drink  as  much 
as  they  would,  made  tbem  more  desirous  of 
drinking  than  tbey  otherwise  had  been;  nay, 
they  were  so  much  disheartened  hereby  as  if 
they  were  come  to  the  last  degree  of  thirst. 
Nor  were  the  Romans  unacquainted  with  the 
state  they  were  in,  for  when  they  stood  over 
against  them,  beyond  the  wall,  tbey  could  see 
them  running  together,  and  taking  tbeir  water 
by  measure,  which  made  them  throw  their 
javelins  thither,  the  place  being  within  their 
reach,  and  kill  a  great  many  of  them. 

13.  Hereupon  Vespasian  hoped  that  their 
receptacles  of  water  would  in  no  long  time  be 
emptied,  and  that  they  would  be  loreed  to  de- 
liver up  the  city  to  him;  but  Josephus  being 
mirided  to  break  such  bis  hope,  gave  command 
that  they  should  wet  a  great  many  of  their 
clothes,  and  bang  them  out  about  the  battle- 
ments, till  the  entire  Wall  was  of  a  sudden  ail 
wet  with  the  running  down  of  the  water.  At 
this  sight  the  Romans  were  discouraged,  and 
under  consternation,  when  they  saw  tbem  able 
to  throw  away  in  sport  so  much  water,  when 
they  supposed  them  not  to  have  enough  to 
drink  themselves.  This  made  the  Roman 
general  despair  of  taking  the  city  liy  their 
want  of  necessaries,  and  to  betake  himself 
again  to  arms,  and  to  try  to  force  them  to 
surrender,  which  was  what  the  Jews  greatly 
desired;  for  as  they  despaired  of  either  them- 
selves or  their  cit>  being  able  to  escape,  tbey 
preferred  a  death  in  battle  before  one  by 
hunger  and  thirst. 

14.  However,  Josephus  coirtrivcd  another 
stratagem  besides  the  toregoing,  to  get  plenty 
of  what  they  wanted. — There  was  a  certain 
rough  and  uneven  place  that  could  hardly  be 
ascended,  and  on  that  account  was  nut  guarded 
by  the  soldiers;  so  Josephus  sent  out  certain 
persons  along  the  western  parts  of  the 
valley,  and  by  them  sent  letters  to  whom  he 
pleased  of  the  Jews  that  were  out  of  the  city, 
and  procured  from  them  what  necessaries 
soever  they  wanted  in  the  city  in  abundance  ^ 
he  enjoined  tbem  also  to  creep  generally  along' 
by  the  watch  as  they  came  into  the  city,  and 
to  cover  their  backs  with  such  sheep-skins  as 
had  their  wool  upon  tbem,  that  if  any  one 
should  spy  them  in  the  night-time,  the)  uiight 
be  believed  to  be  dogs.  This  was  done  till 
the  watch  perceived  their  contrivance,  and  en- 
compassed that  rough  place  about  themselves. 

16.  And  now  it  was  that  Josephus  perceived 
that  the  city  could  not  bold  out  long,  ami 
that  his  own  life  would  be  in  doubt  if  he  con- 
tinued in  it;  so  he  consulted  buw  he  and  the 
most  potent  men  of  the  city  might  fly  out  of 
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it.  When  the  multitude  understood  this,  they 
came  ail  round  about  him,  and  begged  of  bim 
not  to  overlook  them  while  they  entirely 
depended  on  him,  and  bim  alone;  for  that 
there  was  still  hope  of  the  city's  deliverance 
it  he  tvould  stay  with  them^  because  every  body 
woulJ  undertake  any  pains  with  great  cheer- 
fulness on  his  account,  and  in  that  ca-^e  there 
would  b^sorae  comfort  for  them  also,  though 
they  bhould  be  taken:  that  it  became  hiiu  nei- 
ther to  fly  from  his  enemies,  nor  to  desert  bis 
friendi,  nor  to  leap  out  of  that  city,  as  out  of 
a  !^hip  that  was  Mnkinir  in  a  storm,  into  which 
he  cume  when  it  Wii?.  quiet  and  in  a  (*alui;  for 
that  by  going  away  he  would  be  tlie  ciu-e  of 
drowning  the  city,  because  nubody  would  then 
venture  to  oppose  tbe  enemy  when  he  was 
once  gone,  upon  whom  they  wholly  confided. 
10.  Hereupon  Josephus  avoided  letting 
tht  m  know  that  he  wfts  tu  go  away  to  [)rovide 
for  his  own  safety,  but  told  them  that  he  would 
go  out  of  the  city  for  their  sakes;  for  that  il 
he  staid  with  theni,  he  should  be  able  to  do 
them  little  good  wliile  they  were  in  a  safe 
(-unilitioii;  and  that  if  they  were  once  taken, 
be  .should  oidy  perish  with  them  to  no  pur- 
pose; but  that  if  be  were  once  gotten  free 
from  this  siege,  he  should  be  able  to  bring 
them  very  great  relief;  for  that  he  would  then 
lUHuediately  get  the  Galileans  together,  out 
ol  the  country,  in  great  multitudes,  and  draw 
the  Romans  olT  their  city  by  another  war. 
Thai  he  did  not  see  what  advantage  be  could 
oriug  to  them  now,  by  staying  among  them, 
but  only  provoke  the  Ktnuans  to  besiege  them 
more  closely,  as  esteeming  it  a  most  valuable 
thing  to  take  him;  but  that  if  they  were  once 
informed  that  he  was  fled  out  of  the  city,  they 
would  greatly  remit  of  their  eagerness  against 
it.  Yet  did  not  this  plea  move  the  people, 
but  inflamed  them  the  more  to  hang  about 
him.  Accordingly,  both  the  children  and  the 
old  men,  and  the  women  with  their  infants, 
came  mourning  to  him,  and  fell  down  before 
him,  and  all  of  them  caught  bold  of  his  feet, 
and  held  him  fast,  and  besought  him,  with 
great  lamentations,  that  he  would  take  his 
share  with  them  in  their  fortune; — and  1 
think  they  did  this,  not  that  they  envied  his 
deliverance,  but  that  they  hoped  for  their 
own;  for  they  could  not  think  they  should 
suffer  any  great  misfortune,  provided  Jose- 
phus would  but  stay  with  them. 

17.  Now,  Josephus  thought,  that  if  he 
resolved  to  stay,  it  would  be  ascribed  to  their 
e'ltreaties;  and  if  he  resolved  to  go  away  by 
force,  he  should  be  put  into  custody.  His 
commiseration  also  of  the  people  under  their 
lamentations,  had  much  broken  that  of  bis 
eagerness  to  leave  them;  soheresolved  tostay, 
and  arming  himself  with  the  common  despair 
of  the  citizens,  he  said  to  them,  "  Now  is  the 
time  to  begin  to  fii.'ht  in  earnest,  when  there 
is  no  hope  of  deliverance  left.  It  is  a  brave 
thing  to  prefer  glory  before  life,  and  to  set 


about  some  such  noble  undertaking  as  may 
be  remembered  by  late  posterity."  Having 
said  this,  be  fell  to  work  immediately,  and 
made  a  sally,  and  dispersed  the  enemies'  out- 
guards,  and  ran  as  far  as  the  Roman  camp 
itself,  and  pulled  the  coverings  of  their  tents 
to  pieces,  that  were  upon  their  banks,  and  set 
tire  to  their  works.  And  this  was  the  man- 
ner in  which  be  never  left  off  fighting,  nei- 
ther the  next  day  nor  the  dny  after  it,  but 
went  on  with  it  for  a  considerable  number  of 
both  days  and  nights. 

18.  Upon  this,  Vespa«ian»  when  he  saw  the 
Romans  distressed  by  these  sidlies  (although 
they  were  ashamed  to  be  made  to  run  away 
by  the  Jews;  and  %%I»eu  at  any  time  they 
made  the  Jews  run  away,  their  heavy  armour 
would  not  let  them  pursue  them  far;  while 
the  Jews,  when  they  had  performed  any 
action,  and  before  they  could  be  hurt  them- 
selves, Ftill  retired  into  the  city),  ordered  bis 
armed  men  to  avoid  their  onset,  and  not  to 
ti(<ht  it  out  with  men  under  desperation, 
while  nothing  is  mure  courageous  than  despair; 
but  that  their  violence  would  be  quenehed 
when  they  saw  they  failed  of  their  purposes, 
as  fire  is  quenched  when  it  wants  fuel;  and 
that  it  was  most  proper  for  the  Romans  to 
gain  their  victories  as  cheap  as  they  could, 
since  they  are  not  forced  to  light,  but  only  to 
enlarge  their  own  dominions.  So  he  repelled 
the  Jews  in  great  measure  by  the  Arabian 
archers,  and  the  Syrian  shngers,  ami  by  those 
that  threw  stones  at  them,  nor  was  there  any 
intermission  of  the  great  number  of  their 
offensive  engines.  Now,  the  Jews  suffered 
greatly  by  these  engines,  without  being  able 
to  escape  from  theni;  and  when  these  engines 
threw  their  stones  or  juvelins  a  great  way,  and 
the  Jews  were  within  their  reach,  they  pressed 
bard  upon  the  Romans,  and  fought  desperately, 
without  sparing  eitlier  soul  or  body,  one  part 
succouring  another  by  turns,  when  it  was  tired 
down. 

19.  When,  therefore,  Vespasian  looked  upon 
himself  as  in  a  munner  besieged  by  these  sal- 
lies of  the  Jews,  and  when  bis  banks  were  now 
not  far  from  the  walls,  he  determined  to  make 
use  of  his  battering  rain.  This  battering 
ram  is  a  vast  beam  of  wood  like  the  mast  of  at 
>hip;  its  fore-part  is  armed  with  a  thick  piece 
of  iron  at  the  liead  of  it,  which  is  so  carved 
as  tu  be  like  the  head  of  a  ram,  whence  its 
name  is  taken.  This  ram  is  slung  in  the  air 
by  ropes  passing  over  its  middle,  and  is  hung 
like  the  balance  in  a  pair  of  scales  from 
another  beam,  and  braced  by  strong  beams 
that  pass  on  both  sides  of  it  in  the  nature  of 
a  cross.  When  this  ram  is  pulled  backward 
by  a  great  number  of  men  with  united  force, 
and  then  thrust  forward  by  the  same  men, 
with  a  mighty  noise,  it  batters  the  walls  with 
that  iron  part  which  is  prominent;  nor  is 
there  any  tower  so  strong,  or  walls  so   broad, 

,  that  can  resist  any  more  than  its  tirst  l»atteries. 
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but  all  are  forced  to  yield  to  it  at  last. 
This  was  the  experiment  which  the  Rumaii 
general  betook  hiui.-ell'  to  ivhen  he  was  eugt  rl;, 
bent  upon  taking  the  city,  anil  lu-j:n'.  I^ing 
in  the  tielii  so  long  to  be  to  his  ilisaiivantuge, 
because  the  Jews  would  never  kt  hiin  be 
quiet.  So  these  Romans  brought  the  several 
enginesforgallingan  enemy  nearer  to  the  walls, 
that  they  might  reach  such  as  were  upon  the 
wall,  and  endeavoured  to  frustrate  their 
Btteiiipts;  these  threw  stones  and  javelins  at 
them  ;  in  the  like  manner  did  the  archers  and 
slingers  come  both  together  closer  to  the  wall. 
This  brought  matters  to  such  a  pass  that  none 
of  the  Jews  durst  mount  the  walls,  and  then 
it  was  that  the  other  Rou)ans  brought  the 
battering  ram  that  was  cased  with  hurdles 
all  over,  and  in  the  upper  part  was  secured 
with  skins  that  covered  it,  and  this  both  for 
the  security  of  themselves  and  of  the  engine. 
Kow,  at  the  very  first  stroke  of  this  engine, 
the  wall  was  shaken,  and  a  terrible  clamour 
was  rai.sed  by  the  people  within  the  city,  as  if 
they  were  already  taken. 

20.  And  now,  when  Josepbus  saw  this  ram 
still  haltering  the  same  place,  and  that  the 
wall  wouhl  quickly  be  thrown  down  by  it,  he 
resolved  to  elude  tor  a  while  the  force  of  the 
engine.  With  this  design  he  gave  orders  to 
fill  sacks  with  cbatf,  and  to  hang  them  down 
before  that  place  where  they  saw  the  ram  al- 
ways battering,  that  the  stroke  might  be  turn- 
ed aside,  or  that  the  place  might  feel  less  of 
the  strokes  by  the  yielding  nature  of  the 
chaff.  Tliis  contrivance  very  much  delayed 
the  attempts  of  the  Romans,  because  let 
them  remove  their  engine  to  what  part  they 
pleased,  those  that  were  above  it  removed  their 
sacks, and  placed  them  over  against  the  strokes 
it  made,  insomuch  that  the  wall  was  no  way 
hurt,  and  this  by  diversion  of  the  strokes,  tillthe 
Romans  made  an  opposite  contrivance  of  long 
poles,  and  by  tying  books  at  their  ends,  cut 
off  the  sacks.  Now,  when  the  battering-ram, 
thus  recovered  its  force,  and  the  wall  having 
been  but  newly  built,  was  giving  way,  Jose- 
pbus and  those  about  him,  had  afterward  im- 
mediate recourse  to  tire,  to  defend  themselves 
withal;  whereupon  they  took  what  materials 
soever  they  had  that  were  but  dry,  and  made 
a  sally  three  ways,  and  set  fire  to  the  machines, 
and  the  hurdles,  and  the  banks  of  the  Ro- 
mans themselves;  nor  did  the  Romans  well 
know  how  to  come  to  their  assistance,  being 
at  once  under  a  consternation  at  the  Jews' 
ooidness,  and  being  prevented  by  the  flames 
trom  coming  to  their  assistance;  for  the  ma- 
terials being  dry  with  the  bitumen  and  pitch 
Mat  were  among  them,  as  was  brimstone  also, 
tne  lire  caught  hold  of  every  thing  imme- 
oiareiy;  and  what  cost  the  Romans  a  great 
Qea;  of  pains,  was  in  one  hour  consumed. 


and  was  born  at  Saab,  in  Galilee.  Thia 
man  took  up  a  stone  of  vast  bigness,  atid 
threw  it  down  frojn  the  wall  upon  the  ram, 
and  this  with  so  great  a  force  that  it  broke  off 
the  head  of  the  engine.  He  aUo  leaped  down 
and  took  up  the  bead  of  the  ram  from  the 
midst  of  them,  andfwithout  any  concern,  car- 
ried  it  to  the  top  of  the  wall,  and  this,  while 
he  stood  as  a  lit  mark  to  be  pilied  By  all  his 
enemies.  Accordingly,  he  received  the  strokes 
upon  his  naked  body,  and  was  wounded  with 
five  darts;  nor  did  he  mind  any  of  them  while 
he  went  up  to  the  top  of  the  wall,  where  he 
stood  in  sight  of  them  all,  as  an  instance  of 
the  greatest  boldness:  after  which  he  threw 
himself  on  a  heap  with  his  wounds  upon  him, 
and  fell  down,  together  with  the  heail  of  the 
ram.  Next  to  him,  two  brothers  showed  their 
courage;  their  names  were  Netir  and  Philip, 
both  of  them  of  the  village  Ruma,  and  both 
of  them  Galileans  also ;  these  men  leaped 
upon  the  soldiers  of  the  tenth  legion,  and  tell 
upon  the  Romans  with  such  a  noise  and  force 
as  to  disorder  their  ranks,  and  put  to  flight 
all  upon  whomsoever  they  made  their  as- 
saults. 

■J-2.  After  these  men's  performances,  Jose- 
pbus, and  the  rest  of  the  multitude  with  him, 
took  a  great  deal  of  fire,  and  burnt  both  the 
machines,  and  their  coverings,  with  the  works 
belonging  to  the  fifth,  and  to  the  tenth  legion, 
which  they  put  to  flight;  when  others  fol- 
lowed them  immediately,  and  buried  those  in- 
struments and  all  their  materials  under  ground. 
However,  about  the  evening  the  Romans 
erected  the  battering  ram  again,  against  that 
part  of  the  wall  which  had  suffered  before; 
where  a  certain  Jew  that  defended  the  city 
from  the  Romans,  hit  Vespasian  with  a  dart' 
in  his  foot,  and  wounded  him  a  little,  the  dis* 
tance  being  so  great,  that  no  mighty  impression  . 
could  be  made  by  the  dart  thrown  so  far  off. 
However,  this  caused  the  greatest  disorder 
among  the  Romans;  for  when  those  who 
stood  near  him  saw  his  blood,  they  were  dis- 
turbed at  it,  and  a  report  went  abroad,  through 
the  whole  army,  that  the  general  was  wound- 
ed, while  the  greatest  part  left  the  siege,  and 
came  running  together  with  surprise  and  fear  ^ 
to  the  general ;  and  before  them  all  came  Ti- 
tus, out  of  the  concern  he  had  for  his  father, 
insomuch  that  the  multitude  were  in  great 
confusion,  and  this  out  of  the  regard  they  bad 
for  their  general,  and  by  reason  of  the  agony 
that  the  son  was  in.  Yet  did  the  father  soon 
put  an  end  to  the  son's  fear,  and  to  the  dis- 
order the  army  was  under,  for  being  superior 
to  his  pains,  and  endeavouring  soon  to  be 
seen  by  all  that  hail  been  in  a  fright  about 
him,  he  excited  thtm  to  light  the  Jews  more 
briskly;  for  now  every  body  was  wilhng  to 
expose    himself    to    danger    imroediateiy,    in 


^..  And  here  a  certain  Jew  appeared  worthy  I  order  to  avenge  their  general;  ami  tuen  tney 
of  our  relation  and  roininendation  ;  he  was  I  encouraged  one  another  with  loud  voices,  and 
tne  son  of  Sameas,  and  was  called  Eleaiar,  I  ran  hastily  to  the  walls. 
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23.  But  still  Joscphus  and  tho?e  wnth  him, 
.ilMuMigh  they  fell  down  dead  one  upon 
Kiintiier  by  the  darts  and  sroru-;  which  the 
.•utriiit'?  threw  upon  them,  yet  liid  not  they 
desert  the  wnll,  hut  fell  upon  those  who 
fn;initi,-ed  the  ram,  under  t\%  protection  of  the 
hui'flle^,  with  fire,  and  iroti  weapons,  and 
Bfones;  an(i  the.*e  could  do  little  or  nothinj^, 
D'lt  fell  themselves  pcrpetniilly,  while  they 
were  seen  by  those  whom  they  could  not  see, 
for  the  light  of  their  own  flume  shone  al>out 
them,  and  made  them  a  most  visible  mark  to 
the  enemy,  as  they  were  in  the  Jay-time, 
while  the  engines  could  not  be  seen  at  a  great 
di-statice,  and  so  what  was  thrown  at  them 
\va*  hard  to  be  avoided;  for  the  force  with 
which  these  engines  threw  stones  and  darts 
niade  them  hurt  several  at  a  time,  and  the 
vinlent  noise  of  the  stones  that  were  cast  by 
the  engines  was  so  great,  that  they  carried 
away  the  pinnacles  of  the  wall,  and  broke  off 
the  corners  of  the  towers;  for  no  body  of  men 
could  be  so  strong  as  not  to  be  overthrow  n  to 
(he  last  rank  by  the  largeness  of  the  stones; 
and  any  one  may  learn  the  force  of  the 
enginis  by  what  happened  this  very  night;  for 
as  one  of  tho^e  that  stood  round  about  Josc- 
phus was  near  the  wall,  his  bead  wa«  carried 
Hwnv  by  such  a  stone,  and  Ins  ^kull  was  Himg 
as  tar  as  three  furlongs.  In  the  day-time  al^o, 
a  woman  with  child  had  her  belly  so  vidently 
struck,  as  she  was  just  come  out  of  her  house, 
tliat  llie  infant  was  carried  to  the  distance  of 
b.df  a  furlong;  hO  great  was  the  lorce  of  that 
engine.  The  r.oise  of  the  instruments  them- 
selves was  very  terrible,  the  sound  ot  the 
diiris  and  stones  that  were  thrown  by  them, 
was  so  also;  of  the  same  sort  was  that  noise 
the  ilcad  bodies  made,  when  they  were  dashed 
against  the  wall;  and  indeed  dreadful  was  the 
clamour  which  these  things  raised  in  the 
women  within  the  city,  which  was  echoed 
back  at  the  same  time  by  the  cries  of  such  a> 
were  slain;  while  the  whole  space  of  ground 
whereon  they  fought  ran  with  blood,  and  the 
wall  might  have  been  ascended  over  by  the 
bodies  of  the  dead  carcasses;  the  mountain.- 
al^o  contributed  to  increase  the  noise  by  their 
echoes;  nor  was  there  on  that  night  any  thing 
of  terror  wanting  that  could  either  affect  the 
hearing  or  the  sight:  yet  did  a  great  part  ot 
tlii>pe  that  fought  so  hard  for  Jotapata  fall 
loanfuUy,  as  were  a  great  part  of  them 
wounded.  However,  the  morning  watch  was 
co.ne  ere  the  wall  yielded  to  the  machines 
*fmployed  against  it,  thoufjii  it  bad  been  bat- 
tujtd  without  iritemussion.  However,  those 
witluu  covered  their  bodies  with  their  armour, 
ami  raised  works  over-against  that  part  whii-h 
was  thrown  down,  before  those  engines  were 
Uii.  by  vvhieh  the  Romans  were  to  ascend  into 
the  city. 

J4.  In  the  morning  Vespasian  got  his  army 
tot'ether,  in  order  to  take  the  city  [by  storm], 
alter  a  Utile  recreation  upon  the  hard  pains 


they  had  Heen  at  the  night  before;  and  aj  he 
was  desirous  to  draw  olf  those  that  opposed 
him  from  the  places  where  the  wall  had  been 
thrown  down,  be  made  the  mo«t  courageous 
of  the  horsemen  get  off  their  horses,  and 
placed  them  in  three  ranks  overagainst  tho-e 
ruins  of  the  walls,  but  covered  with  their 
armour  on  every  side,  and  with  poles  in  their 
hands,  that  so  these  might  begin  their  ascent 
as  soon  as  the  instruments  for  such  ascent  were 
laid;  behind  them  be  placed  the  flower  of  the 
footmen;  but  fur  the  rest  of  the  horse,  he 
ordered  tliem  to  exteml  themselves  over- 
against the  wall,  upon  the  whole  hilly  coun- 
try, in  order  to  prevent  any  from  esmpingout 
of  the  city  when  it  should  be  taken;  and 
behind  these  he  placed  the  archers  round 
about,  and  commanded  tliem  to  have  all  tiieir 
darts  ready  to  shoot.  The  same  command  he 
gave  to  the  slingers,  and  to  those  tliat  managed 
the  engines,  and  bade  them  to  take  tip  other 
ladders  and  have  them  ready  to  biy  upon  those 
parts  of  the  wall  which  were  yet  untouched, 
that  the  besieged  might  be  engaged  in  trying 
to  hinder  their  ascent  by  them,  and  leave  the 
guard  of  the  part?  that  were  thrown  down, 
while  the  rest  of  them  should  be  overborne  by 
the  darts  ca-t  at  them,  and  ntj;-ht  afford  his 
men  an  entrance  into  the  city. 

25.  Hut  Josephus,  understanding  the  mean- 
ing of  Ve-^pasian's  contrivance,  set  the  old 
men,  together  with  those  that  were  tired  out, 
at  the  sound  parts  of  the  wall,  as  expecting 
no  harm  from  those  quarters,  but  set  the 
strongest  of  his  men  at  the  place  where  the 
wall  was  broken  down,  and  before  them  all, 
six  men  by  themselve>,  among  whom  he  took 
his  share  of  the  lirst  and  greatest  danger. 
He  also  gave  orders,  that  when  the  legions 
made  a  shout  they  should  stop  their  ears,  that 
they  might  not  be  atlVighted  at  it.  and  that 
to  avoid  the  multitude  of  the  enemies'  darts, 
I  hey  should  bend  down  on  their  knees,  and 
cover  themselves  with  their  shields,  and  that 
they  should  retreat  a  little  backward  for  a 
while,  till  the  archers  should  have  emptied 
their  quivers;  but  that,  when  the  Romans 
should  lay  tlieir  instruments  for  ascending;  th« 
walls,  they  should  leap  out  on  the  »udden, 
and  witii  their  own  instruments  should  meet 
the  enemy,  and  that  every  one  should  strive 
to  <lo  his  best,  in  order  not  to  defend  his  own 
city,  as  if  it  were  possible  to  be  preserved, 
but  in  order  to  revenge  it,  when  it  was  already 
destroyed;  and  that  they  should  set  before 
their  eves  how  their  old  men  were  to  be  slain> 
and  their  children  and  their  wives  to  be  killed 
imuicdiatt^ly  iTy  the  enemy;  and  that  they 
would  beforehand  spend  all  their  fury,  on 
account  of  the  calamities  just  coming  upon 
them,  and  pour  it  out  on  thf  actors. 

2tJ.  .\nd  thus  did  Ju^ephus  dispose  of  both 
his  bo:;ies  of  men ;  but  then  for  the  useless  part 
ol  the  ciiizens,  the  women  and  children,  when 
they  saw  tlieir  city  encompassed  by  a  threeijOld 
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army  (Cor  none  of  the  usual  guards  that  bad 
been  lighting  betbre  wer*;  reiiioved),  when 
they  aUo  saw  not  odW  the  walls  thrown  down, 
but  their  enemies  with  swords  in  theii*  bands, 
us  also  the  hilly  country  above  thcin  shining 
with  their  weapons,  and  the  darts  in  lue  bands 
ot  the  Arabian  archers,  they  made  a  linal  and 
lamentable  outcry  ot  the  destruction,  as  it' the 
misery  were  not  only  threatened,  but  actually 
come  upon  them  already.  But  Josepims 
ordered  the  women  to  be  shut  up  in  ibeir 
houses,  It'st  they  should  remier  the  wailike 
aelioiis  ol  the  men  too  etfeminaie,  by  making 
them  commiserate  their  condition,  and  coin- 
luanded  them  to  hold  their  peace,  and 
threatened  them  it  tbey  <lid  not,  while  be  came 
liiai^elt  before  the  breach,  where  bis  allotment 
Has;  lor  all  ihoee  who  brought  ladders  to 
the  other  places,  he  took  no  notice  of  tbeiii, 
but  eainesily  waited  for  the  shower  ot  arrows 
that  was  coming. 

27.  And  now  the  trumpeters  of  the  several 
Roman  legions  sounded  together,  and  the 
army  made  a  terrible  shout;  and  the  darts,  as 
by  order,  tlew  so  last  that  they  intercepted  the 
lighL  However,  Jcisephu^ '&  men  remembered 
the  charges  be  had  given  them,  they  stopped 
llicir  ears  at  the  sounds,  and  covered  tht-ir 
budies  against  the  darts;  and  as  to  the  en- 
gines that  were  set  ready  to  go  to  work,  the 
Jews  rail  out  upon  them,  betore  those  that 
should  have  used  them  were  gotten  upon 
them.  And  now,  on  the  asccnoing  of  the 
soldiers,  there  was  a  great  contiict,  and  many 
actions  of  the  bands  and  of  the  soul  were  ex- 
hibited, while  the  Jews  did  earriestiy  endea- 
vour, in  the  extreme  danger  they  were  in, 
flOt  to  show  less  courage  than  those  who, 
without  being  in  danger,  fuuk'bt  so  stoutly 
against  them;  nor  did  they  leave  stru^'gling 
with  the  Kom.ins  till  tbey  either  fell  down 
dead  themselves,  or  killed  their  antagonists. 
but  ibe  Jews  grew  weary  with  deiending 
IQemselves  continually,  and  bad  not  enuw 
to  come  in  their  places  to  succour  them, — 
while,  on  the  side  of  the  iloiuans,  fresh  men 
bliil  succeeded  those  that  were  tired ;  and 
feitiil  new  men  soon  got  upon  the  machines 
lor  ascent,  in  the  room  of  those  that  were 
thrust  <iovvn;  those  encouraging  one  another, 
and  joining  side  to  side  with  their  shields, 
which  were  a  protection  to  them,  tbey  became 
a  buiiy  of  men  not  to  be  broken;  and  as  this 
band  thrust  away  the  Jews,  as  though  they 
were  themselves  but  one  body,  tbey  begau 
already  to  get  upon  the  wall. 

2ii.  'J'hen  did  Josephus  take  necessity  for 
bis  counsellor  in  this  utmost  distress  (wLicli 
necessity  is  very  sygucious  in  invention,  when 
it  id  irritated  by  despair),  and  gave  orilers  to 
pour  scalding  o^l  upun  tbose  whose  sbieldb 
f.rotecteil  ttieu).  Whereupon  they  soon  gnt 
it  ready,  being  mai'V  tisat  brouj^bt  it,  anu 
what  hey  brought  being  a  t;'"*'*^  qiia:iiiiy 
Also,    junJ    pf>ured  it    ou  all    sit^es    upon   the 


Roinans,and  threw  down  upon  them  tbeir  ves- 
sels as  tbey  were  stiU  hissing'  from  the  heat 
of  the  fire:  this  so  burnt  the  Romans,  that 
it  dispersed  that  united  bund,  who  now  tum- 
bled down  from  the  wall  with  horrid  painF, 
for  the  oil  did  eVsilv  run  down  the  v^hole 
body  troin  bead  to  foot,  under  their  entire 
armour,  and  fed  upitii  their  llesh  like  ddine 
Uself,  its  lat  and  unctuous  nature  rendering'  it 
soon  heated  and  slowly  cooled;  and  as  the 
men  were  cooped  up  in  their  head-pieces  and 
breast- plates,  they  could  no  way  get  tree 
from  thi:>  burning  oil;  tbey  could  onl)  leap 
and  roll  about  in  their  pains,  as  tbey  fell  down 
from  the  bridges  they  had  laid.  And  as  they 
were  thus  beaten  back,  and  retired  to  their 
own  i>arty,  who  still  pressed  them  forward, 
they  were  easily  wounded  by  those  that  were 
behind  tbem. 

2i).   However,  in  this  ill  success  of  the  Ro- 
I  maii!^,   their   courage  did  not  fail    them,  nor 
did  the  Jews  want  prudence  to  oppose  tbem; 
for    the    Romans,    although   they    saw    their 
own  men  thrown  down,  and  in  a  miserable 
condition,    yet    were    tbey   vehemently    bent 
against  those  that  poured  the  oil  upon  theiu, 
while  every  one  reproached  the  man  before 
bun  as  a  coward,  and  one  that  hindered  him 
from  exerting  himself;    and   while  the  Jews 
made  use  of  another  stratagem  to  prevent  iheir 
ascent,   and    poured    boiling   fenugreek   upon 
the  l>oard<,  in  order  to  make  them  slip  and 
I  tall    down;    by    which    means   neither    could 
those   that  were   cuining  up,  nor  those  tbat 
j  were  going  dow  n,  stand  on  their  feet ;    but 
some  of  them   fell  backward   upon   the  ina^ 
chines   on    which    they   ascended,   and    were 
I  trodden  upon  ;    many  of  tbem  fell  down  on 
.  the    bank    they    bad    raised,   and    when   ihey 
'  were  tallen  upon  it  were  slain  by  the  Jews; 
I  tur  when  the    Romans  could  not  keep  their 
,  feet,  the  Jews  being  freed  Irom  tigbting  hand 
I  to  band,  had  leisure  to  throw  their  darts  at 
tbeio.     So  the  general  called   otf  those  sol- 
diers   in    the    evening  tbat    bad    sutTered    so 
.  sorely,  of  whom  the  number  of  the  ftlain  was 
'  not  a  few,   while  that  of  the  wounded  was 
siill  greater;  but  of  the  people  of  Jotapata  no 
I  more    than    six    men    were    killed,    although 
I  more    than   three    hundred    were    carried  olf 
wounded.       This    tight     happened     on     the 
twentieth  day  ot  the  n.onth  Lesius  [Sivaul. 

SO.  Uereupoii  Vespasian  comtorted  his 
army  on  occasion  of  what  had  happened,  and  as 
he  lound  theui  angry  indned,  but  rather  want- 
ing boiuewhat  to  uu  than  any  farther  exhorta- 
tions, he  gave  orders  to  raise  the  banks  ^tiil 
higlier,  and  to  er^rct  iliree  towers,  eacb  litty 
■tccv  high,  and  tbat  tbey  should  cover  them 
with  plates  of  iron  on  every  side,  that  they 
might  be  both  tirm  by  their  weight,  and  imt 
easily  liable  to  be  set  on  tire.  These  towers 
he  set  upon  the  banks,  and  placed  upon  ttera 
sucti  as  ruuhr  nhoot  Uarts  aiio  aiTOWs,  with  the 
iigiiltr  eu^jiues  tor  Ifirou'utg  biones  and  dmits 


CHAP.  VII. 


WARS  OF  THE  JKWS. 


663 


also;  and  besides  these,  he  set  upon  thera  the 
stoutest  men  among  the  slingers,  who  not 
being  to  be  seen  by  reason  of  the  height  they 
stood  upftn,  and  the  battlements  that  protected 
them,  might  throw  their  weapons  at  those 
that  ucre  upon  the  wall,  and  were  easily  seen 
by  them.  Hereupon  the  Jews,  not  being 
easily  able  to  escape  those  darts  that  were 
thrown  down  upon  their  heads,  nor  to  avenge 
themselves  on  those  whom  they  could  not  see, 
and  perceiving  that  the  height  of  the  towers 
was  so  great,  that  a  dart  whicli  they  threw 
with  their  hand  could  hardly  reach  it,  and  that 
the  iron  plates  about  them  made  it  very  hard 
to  come  at  them  by  tire,  they  ran  away  from 
the  walls,  and  fled  hastily  out  of  the  city,  and 
fell  upon  those  that  shot  at  them.  And  thus 
did  the  people  of  Jotapata  resist  the  Romans, 
while  a  great  number  of  them  were  every  day 
killed,  without  their  being  able  to  retort  the 
evil  upon  their  enemies;  nor  could  they  keep 
them  out  of  the  city  without  da'iger  to  them- 
aelves. 

31.  About  this  time  it  was  that  Vespasian 
Bent  out  Trajan  against  a  city  called  Japha, 
Lhit  lay  near  to  Jotapata,  and  that  desired  inno- 
vations, and  was  putFed  up  with  the  unex- 
pected length  of  the  opposition  of  Jutapata. 
This  Trajan  was  the  commander  of  the  tenth 
legion,  and  to  him  Vespaaian  conunitted  one 
thousand  horsemen,  and  two  thousand  foot- 
men. When  Trajan  came  to  the  city,  he 
fouiid  it  hard  to  be  taken,  for  besides  the 
natural  strength  of  its  situation,  it  was  also 
secured  by  a  double  wall;  but  when  he  saw 
the  people  of  this  city  coming  out  of  it,  and 
reaiiy  to  tight  him,  he  joined  battle  with 
them,  and  after  a  short  resistance  which  they 
made,  he  pursued  after  them;  and  as  they 
fled  to  their  tirst  wall,  the  Romans  followed 
them  so  closely,  that  they  fell  in  together 
with  them:  but  when  the  Jews  were  endea- 
vouring to  get  again  within  their  second  wall, 
their  fellow-citizens  shut  them  out,  as  being 
afraid  that  the  Romans  would  force  them- 
selves in  with  them.  It  was  certainly  Ood, 
therefore,  who  brought  the  Romans  to  punish 
the  Galileans,  and  did  then  expose  the  people 
of  the  city  every  one  of  them  manifestly  to  be 
destroyed  by  their  bloody  enemies;  for  they 
fell  upon  the  gates  in  great  crowds,  and  ear- 
nestly calling  to  those  that  kept  them,  and 
that  by  their  names  also,  yet  had  they  their 
throats  cut  in  the  very  midst  of  their  suppli- 
cations; for  the  enemy  shut  the  gates  of  the 
first  wall,  and  their  own  citizens  shut  the  gates 
Dt  the  second,  so  they  were  enclosed  between 
two  walls,  and  were  slain  in  great  numbers 
together;  many  of  them  were  run  through 
by  swords  of  their  own  men,  and  many  bv 
their  own  swords,  besides  an  immense  num- 
ber that  were  slain  by  the  Romans; — nor  had 
they  any  cour:ige  to  revenge  themselves;  tor 
there  vva-*  aildt-d  to  the  consternation  thfv 
were  in  trom  the  enean.  their  beui^  bwtruvcu 


by  their  own  friend;',  which  quite  broke  their 
spirits:  and  at  la>t  they  died,  cursing  not  the 
Romans,  but  their  own  citizens,  till  they  were 
all  destroyed,  being  in  number  twelve  thou- 
sand. So  Trajan  gathered  that  the  city  was 
empty  of  people  that  could  Hyht,  and  nlthouKh 
there  should  a  few  of  them  be  therein,  he 
supposed  that  they  would  be  too  timorous 
to  venture  upon  any  opposition ;  so  he  reserved 
the  taking  of  the  city  to  the  general.  Accor- 
dingly he  sent  messenf^ers  to  Vespasian,  and 
desired  him  to  send  his  son  Titus  to  tinish 
the  victory  he  had  gained.  Vespasian  here- 
upon imagining  there  might  be  some  pains 
still  necessary,  sent  bis  son  with  an  army  of 
live  hundred  horsemen,  and  one  thousand 
footmen.  So  he  came  quickly  to  the  city, 
and  put  his  army  in  order,  and  set  Trajan 
over  the  lett  wing,  while  he  had  the  right  him- 
self, and  led  them  to  the  siege:  and  when  the 
soldiers  brought  ladders  to  be  laid  against  the 
wall  on  every  side,  the  Galileans  opposed  them 
from  above  for  a  wliile;  but  soon  afterward 
they  left  the  walls.  Then  did  Titus's  meii 
leap  into  the  city,  and  seized  upon  it  presently; 
but  when  those  that  were  in  it  were  gotten 
together,  there  was  a  iierce  battle  between 
iheni;  for  the  men  of  power  fell  upon  the 
Romans  in  the  narrow  streets,  and  the  women 
threw  whatsoever  came  next  to  hand  at  theiu, 
and  sustained  a  tight  with  them  for  six  hours' 
time;  but  when  the  tighting  men  were  spent, 
the  rest  of  the  multitude  had  their  throats  cut, 
partly  in  the  open  air  and  partly  in  their  own 
houses,  both  young  and  old  together.  So 
there  were  no  males  nt»,v  remaining,  besides 
inf,ints,  who  with  the  women  were  carried  as 
slaves  into  captivity;  so  that  the  number  of 
the  slain,  both  now  in  the  city  and  at  the  for- 
mer fight,  was  fifteen  thousand,  and  the  cap- 
tives were  two  thousatnl  one  hundred  aiul 
thirty.  This  calamity  befel  the  Galileans  on 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  the  month  Desius 
[Sivan]. 

32.  Nor  did  the  Samaritans  escape  their 
share  of  misfortunes  at  this  time;  for  they 
assembled  thetnseives  together  upon  the  moun- 
tain called  Gerizzim,  which  is  with  them  a 
holy  mountain,  and  there  they  remained; 
which  collection  of  theirs,  as  well  as  the  cou- 
rageous minds  they  showed,  could  not  but 
threaten  somewhat  of  war;  nor  were  they 
rendered  wiser  by  the  miseries  that  had  come 
upon  their  neighbouring  cities.  They  also, 
notwithstanding  the  great  success  the  Romans 
had,  marched  on  in  an  unreasonable  manner, 
depending  on  their  own  weakness,  and  were 
disposed  for  any  tumult  upon  its  first  appear- 
ance. Vespasian  therefore  thought  it  best  to 
prevent  their  motions,  and  to  cutotithetounda- 
tion  of  their  attempts;  for  although  all  Sama- 
ria had  ever  garrisons  settled  among  them, 
yet  dnl  the  number  of  those  that  were  come  to 
mount  Genzzim,  and  their  conspiracy  toce- 
Ibur,  give  £,roun(l   to  fear   v».'luit  they    \V0t4d 
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be  at;  he  therefore  sent  thither  Cerealis,  the 
-omraander  of  the  tifth  legion,  with  six  hun- 
dred horsemen  and  three  thousand  footmen, 
who  did  not  think  it  safe  to  go  up  to  the 
mountain  and  give  theni  battle,  because  manv 
of  the  enemy  were  on  the  higher  part  of  the 
ground;  so  he  encompassed  all  the  lower 
part  of  the  mountain  with  bis  army,  and 
watched  them  all  that  day.  Now  it  happened 
that  the  Samaritans,  who  were  now  destitute 
of  water,  were  indamed  with  a  violent  heat 
(for  it  was  suminer-time,and  the  multitude  had 
not  provided  themselves  with  necessaries),  in- 
somuch that  some  of  them  died  that  very  day 
with  heat,  while  others  of  them  preferred  sla- 
very before  such  a  death  as  that  was,  and  fled 
to  the  Romans;  by  whom  Cerealis  uiiiierstood 
that  those  who  still  stajed  there  were  very 
much  broken  by  their  misfortunes.  So  he 
went  up  to  the  mountain,  and  having  placed 
his  forces  round  about  the  enemy,  he,  in  the 
first  place,  exhorted  them  to  take  the  security 
of  his  right  hand,  anil  come  to  terms  with  him, 
and  thereby  save  themsrlves ;  and  assure<l 
them,  that  if  they  would  lay  dow  u  their  arms, 
he  would  secure  them  from  any  harm  ;  but 
when  he  could  not  prevail  with  them,  he  lell 
upon  them  and  slew  iheiu  all,  being  in  number 
eleven  thousand  and  six  hundred.  This  was 
done  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  the  month 
Oesius  [Sivan].  Andihese  were  the  calami- 
ties that  befell  the  Samaritans  at  this  time. 

33.  But  as  the  people  of  Jotapata  still  held 
out  manfully,  and  bore  up  under  their  miseries 
be\  Olid  all  that  could  be  hoped  for,  on  the  forty- 
seieiilh  day  [ot  the  siege]  the  banks  cast  up 
bv  the  Uoinans  were  become  higher  than  the 
w'all;  on  which  day  a  certain  deserter  went 
to  Vesjiasian,  and  told  him  how  few  were  left 
iu  the  city,  and  how  weak  they  were,  and  that 
they  had  been  so  worn  out  with  perpetual 
watching,  and  also  perpetual  tighting,  tliat  they 
could  not  now  oppose  any  force  that  came 
against  them,  and  that  they  might  be  taken  by 


told  them,  and  thejr  thought  he  might  pro- 
bably speak  the  truth.  However,  Vespasian 
thought  they  should  be  no  great  sutferers  it 
the  report  was  a  sham  ;  so  he  comnianiled 
them  to  keep  the  man  in  custody,  and  pre- 
pared the  army  for  taking  the  city. 

34.  Accoroing  to  which  resolution  they 
inarclied  without  noise,  at  the  hour  that  had 
been  told  them,  to  the  wall;  and  it  was  Titus 
himself  that  tirst  got  upon  it,  with  one  ot  his 
tribunes,  Doniitius  Sabiuus,  and  had  a  few  of 
the  tilteenth  legion  along  with  hiin.  So  they 
cut  the  throats  of  the  watch,  and  entered  the 
city  very  quietly.  After  these  came  Cerealis 
the  tribune,  and  Placidus,  and  led  on  those 
that  were  under  them.  Kow  when  the  cita- 
del was  taken,  and  the  enemy  were  in  the 
very  midst  ot  the  city,  and  when  it  was  already 
dav,  yet  was  not  the  taking  of  the  cily  known 
by  those  that  held  it;  for  a  great  many  ot 
tlicni  were  fast  asleep,  and  a  great  niisi,  which 
then  by  chance  fell  upon  the  city,  himleied 
those  that  got  up  from  distinctly  seeing  the 
ease  they  were  in,  till  the  whole  Uoman  army 
was  gotten  i",  and  they  were  raised  up  only 
to  liiid  the  mi«eries  they  were  under;  and  as 
thev  were  slaying,  they  perceived  the  city  wt\s 
taken.  Anu'lor  the  Kumans,  they  so  well  re- 
membered what  they  hud  sutfered  during  the 
siege,  that  they  spared  none,  nor  pitied  any, 
but  drove  the  people  down  the  precipice 
from  the  citadel,  and  slew  them  as  they  drove 
them  down;  at  which  time  the  ditl'.cultics  ol 
the  place  hindered  those  that  were  siill  able 
to  fight  from  defending  themselves ;  for  as 
they  were  distressed  in  the  narrow  streets,  and 
could  not  keep  their  feet  sure  along  the  pre- 
cipice, they  were  overpowered  with  the  crowd 
of  those  that  came  tighting  them  dowu  from 
the  citadel.  This  provoked  a  great  many, 
even  of  those  chosen  men  that  were  about 
Josephus,  to  kill  themselves  with  their  own 
hands;  lor  when  they  saw  that  they  could  kill 
none  of  the  Komans,  thev  resolved  to  prevent 


stratiigem,  if  anv  one  would  attack  them;  lor  j  being  killed  by  the  Uomans,  and  got  togetbei 
that  about  the  last  watch  of  the  night,  when  in  great  numbers,  in  the  utuiost  parts  oi  the 
they  thought  they  might  have  some  rest  from  city,  and  killed  themselves, 
the'  hardships  they  were  under,  and  when  a  35.  However,  such  of  the  watch  as  at  the 
morning  sleep  used  to  come  upon  them,  as  I  first  perceived  they  were  taken,  and  ran  away 
they  were  thoroughlv  wearv,  he  said  the  natch  j  as  last  as  they  could,  went  up  into  one  ot  the 
used  to  fall  asleep':     accordinglv  his  aavice  .  towers  on  tlie  north  side  ot  the  city,  and  lor 


Wif,  that  they  should  make  their  attack  at 
that  hour.  hut  Vespasian  had  a  suspicion 
about  this  deserter,  as  knowing  how  laithful 
the  Jews  were  to  one  another,  and  how  much 


while  Ucfended  themselves  there;  but  as 
they  were  encompassed  with  a  multitude  ot 
enemies,  they  tried  to  use  their  right  hands 
w  hen  it  was  too  late,  and  at  length  they  cheer- 


thev  despised  any  punishments  that  could  be  I  fully  offeied  their  necks  to  be  cut  od  by  those 
indicted  on  them  ;  this  last,  because  one  ot  1  that  stoou  over  them.  AnU  the  liouians  might 
the  oeonle  of  Jotapata  had  undergone  all  sorts    have  boasted  that  the  conclusion  of  that  siege 


of  torments,  and  though  they  made  him  pass 
through  a  fiery  trial  of  his  enemies  in  his  ex- 
amination, yet  would  he  inform  them  nothing 
of  the  atfiirs  within  the  city,  and  as  he  wa- 
cnioilied,  smiled  at  theml  However,  the  pro- 
bability there  was  in  the  relation  itself  dnl 
partly  confirm  the  truth  of  what  tue  deserter 


was  without  blood  [on  their  side],  if  there  had 
nut  been  a  centurion,  Antonius,  who  was  slain 
at  the  taking  of  the  city.  His  death  was  oc- 
casioned b)  the  following  treachery :  for  thcie 
was  one  of  those  that  were  tied  into  the  ca- 
verns, which  were  a  great  number,  who  oc- 
bircil  that  this  Autooius  wuuid  reacfi  hitu  uu 
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Hg^it  liand  for  his  security*  and  would  assure 
bim  that  he  would  preserve  him,  and  give  biin 
b^s.  a<i'sistance  in  getting  up  cut  of  the  eavern; 
aecorJitiK^lv,  he  incautiously  reached  him  hi-; 
rij;ht  hand,  when  the  other  man  prevented 
hiu),  end  •ttahbed  htm  umler  his  loins  with  a 
^ear,  a.-id  killed  him  irnuu-diately. 

3(i.  K' A  on  thii"  day  tlie  Romans  slew  all 
the  n^uititude  that  appeared  opt-nly;  but  on 
the  following  days  they  searched  the  hiding-- 
plrtces,  and  IfU  upon  tho*e  that  were  under 
ground,  and  in  the  caverns,  and  went  thus 
through  every  age,  excepting-  the  intunts  and 
the  women,  and  of  thtie  there  wi're  ^'atliered 
tog-ether  as  captives  txvelve  hundred;  and  as 
for  tho*e  that  were  slain  at  the  takintf  of  the 
city,  and  in  the  former  lii:hts,  they  were  num- 
bered to  be  forty  thousand.  So  Vespasian 
gave  order  that  the  city  should  be  entirely 
demolished,  and  all  the  fortifications  burnt 
down.  And  thus  was  Jotapatu  taken,  in  the 
thirteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Nero,  on  the 
first  day  of  the  month  Panemus  [Tamuz]. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

HOWJOSEPHUR  WAR  DrSCOVmKD  BYA  WOMAN, 
AND  WAS  WILLING  TO  DKLIVKK  IllMSKLF  UP 
TO  TIIK  ROMANS;  ANO  WHAT  DI'iCOURSF  HC 
H\D  WITH  HI-*  OWN  MV.S,  WHIN  THKY 
ENOKAVOURED  TO  HlNDllR  IIMI;  AND  WHAT 
IIF  SAID  TO  VKSTASIAN,  WHKN  HE  WAS 
•BHOUr.HT  TO  HIM;  AND  AFTKll  \MIAT  MAN- 
NEU   VESPASIAN    USED  HIM   AtTKRWAUDS. 

§  1.  And  now  (he  Romans  searched  for  Jo^^e- 
phu9,  both  out  of  the  hatreil  they  bore  him, 
Hnd  because  their  general  was  very  desirous 
tn  liave  him  taken;  for  he  reckoned  tliat  if  he 
were  once  taken,  the  greatest  part  nf  the  war 
wouM  be  over.  They  then  searched  among 
ibe  dead,  and  looked  into  the  mo>t  concealed 
rece«ises  of  the  city;  but  as  the  city  was  tir^t 
taken,  he  was  a-isisted  by  a  certain  superna- 
tuial  providence;  for  he  witlidrew  himself 
from  tbtr  enemy  when  he  was  in  the  midst  of 
th(^m.  iuid  leaped  into  a  certain  deep  pit, 
whereto  tliere  aiijoiried  a  large  den  at  one  side 
of  it,  which  den  could  not  be  seen  by  those 
that  were  above  ground;  and  here  he  met 
with  forty  persons  of  eminence  that  bud  con- 
cealed tiiem^elve'*.  and  with  pr'ovlsion>  enough 
to  satisfy  them  for  not  a  few  days.  So  in  the 
day-time  he  hid  htmst'U'from  tlie -enemy,  who 
h:ul  i^ized  upon  all  places;  and  in  the  ni^lit- 
tune  he  got  up  out  of  the  deu,  and  looked 
about  for  some  way  of  escaping,  and  took 
exact  notice  of  the  watch:  but  as  all  places  were 
guarded  everywhere  on  his  aceount,  that  tliere 
was  no  way  of  getting  otf  unseen,  be  went 
down  airain  into  the  deiL  Thus  ht;  cotircaled 
hiuiselt  two  Ouy^;  but  nn  the  third  duy,  when 
t^y  his<l  takun  a  woman  who  bad  bt:eii  with 


thera,  he  was  discovered.  Whereupon  Vespa^ 
sian  sent  immediately  and  zealously  two  tri- 
bunes, Paulinus  and  Gallicanus,  and  ordered 
them  to  give  Joseplius  their  right  hands  as  a 
security  for  his  life,  and  to  exhort  him  to 
come  up. 

2.  So  they  oime  and  invited  the  man  to 
come  up,  and  gave  him  assurances  that  his  life 
should  be  preserved;  but  they  did  not  prevail 
with  bim;  for  he  gathered  suspicions  from  the 
probability  there  was  that  one  who  had  done 
so  many  thing"  against  the  Romans  must  suf- 
fer for  it,  though  not  from  the  mild  temper 
oi'  those  that  invited  him.  However,  he  was 
afruid  that  he  was  invited  to  come  up,  in  order 
tn  be  punished,  until  Vespasian  sent  besides 
these  a  third  tribune,  Nicnnor,  to  him;  he 
WHS  one  that  was  well  known  to  Josephus,  and 
hud  been  his  fan)iliar  acquaintance  in  old 
time.  When  he  was  come,  be  enlarged  upon 
the  natural  mildness  of  the  Romans  towards 
those  they  have  once  conquered;  and  told 
him,  that  be  had  behaved  himself  so  valiantly, 
that  the  comnian<Iers  rather  admired  than 
hated  him;  that  the  general  was  very  desirous 
to  have  him  brought  to  him,  not  in  order  to 
punish  him,  for  that  he  could  <io  though  he 
Should  not  come  voluntarily,  but  that  he  was 
determined  to  preserve  a  man  of  bis  courage. 
He  moreover  added  this,  that  Vespasian,  had 
he  been  resolved  to  impose  upon  him,  would 
not  have  sent  to  him  a  friend  of  bi^  own,  nor 
put  the  fairest  colour  upon  the  vilest  action, 
by  pretending  friend>«bip  and  meaning  perli- 
diousness;  nor  would  be  have  himself  acqui- 
esced, or  come  to  him,  bad  it  been  to  deceive 
him. 

3.  Now,  as  Josephus  began  to  hesitate  with 
himself  about  Nicanor's  proposal,  the  soldiery 
were  so  angry,  that  they  ran  hastily  to  set  fire 
to  the  den;  but  the  tribune  would  not  permit 
them  so  to  do,  as  being  very  desirous  to  take 
the  man  alive.  And  now,  as  Nicanor  lay  hard 
at  Josepbus  to  comply,  and  he  understood 
how  the  nmltitude  of  the  enemy  threatened 
him,  be  called  to  mind  the  dreams  which  he 
had  dreamed  in  the  night-time,  whereby  God 
had  signitied  to  bim  beforehand  both  the 
future  calamities  of  the  Jews,  and  the  events 
that  concerned  the  Roman  etnperors.  Now 
Josephus  was  able  to  give  shrewd  conjectures 
about  the  interpretation  of  such  dreams  as 
have  been  ambiguously  delivered  by  God. 
Moreover,  be  was  not  unacquainted  with  the 
prophecies  contained  in  the  sacred  books,  as 
being  a  priest  himself,  ami  of  the  posterity  of 
priests:  and  just  then  was  he  in  an  ecstacy; 
and  setting  before  bim  the  tremendous  images 
of  the  dreams  he  had  lately  had.,  he  put  up  a 
secret  prayer  to  God,  and  mid, — "Since  it 
pleaseth  thee,  who  ba^t  created  the  Jewish 
nation,  to  dtpre-^s  the  same,  and  since  all  their 
good  fortune  is  gone  over  to  the  Roman?; 
and  since  ihou  bast  uiarle  choice  of  tins  sovil 
oi  mine   to  foretel   what  !»  tt    come  to  pass 
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hereafter,  I  wilUn^^ly  gire  them  my  han<^s, 
and  am  content  to  live.  And  I  protest  opt  ulj , 
that  I  do  not  go  over  to  the  Romans  as  a 
dfserter  of  the  Jews,  but  as  a  minister  from 
tbee." 

4.  When  he  bad  said  this,  he  complied  with 
MIranor's  invitation.  But  when  those  Jews 
who  had  fled  with  him,  understood  that  he 
yielded  to  those  that  invit4.'d  him  to  coine  up, 
they  oamc  about  biin  in  a  body,  and  cried  out, 
"Nay,  indeed,  now  may  the  laws  of  our  fore- 
fathers, which  God  ordained  himself,  well 
groan  to  purpose;  that  God  we  mean  who 
bath  created  tbe  souls  of  the  Jews  of  such  a 
temper,  that  they  despise  death.  O  Josephusl 
art  thou  still  fond  of  life;  and  canst  thou 
bear  to  see  the  lipbt  in  a  sute  of  slavery  ?  How 
soon  hast  thou  forgotten  thyseltl  How  many 
hast  thou  persuaded  to  lose  their  lives  for 
liberty  I  Thou  hast  therefore  had  a  false  repu- 
tation for  manhood,  and  a  like  false  repu- 
tation for  wisdom,  if  thou  canst  hope  for 
preservation  from  those  against  whom  thou 
hast  fought  so  zealously,  and  art  however  wil- 
ling to  be  preserved  by  them,  if  they  be  in  ear- 
nest. But  although  tbe  good  fortune  of  the] 
Romans  hath  made  thee  forget  thyself,  we  \ 
ought  to  take  care  that  the  glory  of  our  fore- , 
fathers  may  not  be  tarnished.  We  will  lend  , 
thee  our  right  hand  and  a  sword ;  and  if  thou  | 
wilt  die  vvillingly,  thou  wilt  die  as  general  of, 
the  Jews;  but  if  unwillingly,  ihuu  wilt  die  as 
a  traitor  to  them."  As  soon  as  they  said  this, 
they  began  to  thrust  their  swords  at  him,  and . 
threatened  they  would  kill  him,  if  he  thought 
of  pelding  himself  to  the  Ruinuns. 

5.  Upon  this,  Josephus  was  at'raid  of  their 
attacking    him,   and   yet   thought   he   should  j 
be  a  betrayer  of  the  commands  of  God  if  he 
died  before  they  were  delivered.     So  he  began  i 
to   talk   like  a   philosopher   to   them   in    the  I 
distress  he  was  then  in,  when  he  said  thus  to 
them;  —  •'  U  my  fnenils,  why  are  we  so  ear- 
nest to  kill  ourselves?  and  why  do  we  jiet  our 
soul  and  bony,  which  are  such  dear  coaipu- 
nions,  at  such  variance?     Cati  any  one  pretend 
that  1  am  not  tbe  n)an  1  was  formerly?    Nay,  j 
the    Homans   are    sensible    how  that   m.ittcr  | 
stands  well  enough.      It  is  a  brave  tbiug  to 
die  in  war;  but  so  that  it  be  according  to  the  j 
law  of  v^'ar,  by  the  hand  of  conquerors,     li, 
therefore,   1  avoid  death  from  the  sword   of 
the  Romans,  1  am  truly  worthy  to  be  killed  1 
by  my  own  sword,  and  my  own  band;   but  if 
they  admit  of  mercy,  and  would  spare  their  i 
enemy,  how  much  more  ought   we  to    have 
mercy  upon  ourselves,  and  to  spare  ourselves!  j 
lur  It  is  certainly  a  foolish  thing  to  do  that  to 
ourselves    which   we   quarrel  with   them   for 
doing  to  us.   I  confess  Ireely,  that  it  is  a  brave 
thing  to  die  for  liberty ;  but  still  so  that  it  be 
in   war,  and    done    by   those   who   take  that 
liberty  from  us;   but  at  present  our  eneunes  no 
neiiiier  meet  us  in  battle,  nor  do  tl.ey  kill  us. 
Now,  be  ii  tqnally  a  t*oward  who  will  not  uie 


.when  he  is  obliged  to  die,  and  be  who  will 
die  when  he  is  not  obliged  so  to  do.     What 
are  we  afraid  of,  when  we  will  not  go  up  to 
the  Romans?  Is  it  death?   If  so,  what  we  are 
afraid  of,  when  we  but  sus[>ert  our  eneiiiie* 
will  indict  it  on  us,  shall  we  indict  it  on  our- 
selves for  certain?     But  it  may  be  said,  we 
must  be  slaves.      And  are  we  then  in  a  clear 
state  of  liberty  at   present?     It  may  also  be 
said,  that  it  is  a  manly  act  fur  one  to  kill  him- 
self.     No,  certainly,  but  a  most  unmanly  one; 
as  1  should  esteem  that  pilot  to  be  an  arrant 
coward  who,  out  of  fear  of  a  storm,  should 
sink  his  ship  of  his  own  accord.      Now,  self- 
murder  is  a  crime  most  reuiote  from  the  com- 
mon  nature   of  all  animals,  and  an  instance 
oi    impiety    against    God    our    Creator:     nor 
indeed  is  there  any  animal  that  dies    by  its 
own  contrivance,  or  by  its  own  means;    tor 
tbe  desire  of  life  is  a  law  engraven  in  them 
all;    on  which  account   we  deem  those    that 
openly  take  it  away  from  us  to  be  our  ene- 
mies, and  those  ttuit  do  it  by  treachery,  are 
punished    fur    so    doing.      And    do    not    >uu 
think  that  God  is  very  angry   when    a    man 
does  injury  to  what  he  hath  bestowed  on  him? 
for  from  him  it  is  tliat  we  have  received  our 
being;  and  we  ought  to  leave  it  to  his  dis- 
posal to  take  that  being  away  from  us.      Tba 
bodies  of  all  men  are  indeed  mortal,  and  are 
created  out   of  corruptible  matter;    but  the 
soul  is  ever  iinmorlal.  and  is  u  portion  of  the 
Uivinity  that  inhabits  our  bodies.      Besides, 
if  any  one  destroys  or  abuses  a  d'lxisilum  he 
hath  received  from  a  mere  man,  he  is  csteemi-tt 
a    wicked    and    pertiuious    person;    but    then 
if  any  one  cast  out  cf  his  body  this  divine 
•U/toiiUiim,  can   we  imagine  that  be  who  i« 
thereby  affronted  does  not  know  of  it?    Mo-<»- 
i>ver,  our  law  justly  nr'hiirs    ih  •  sU.r,  -.1.., 
run  away  fronj  lutir  master  shall  be  punished, 
though  the  iuu>ter»  they  ran  av\av  iroiii  n*t>v 
have    been   wicked    musters   to    ihein.      Anil 
siiall  we  endeavour  to  run  away  from  God, 
who  is  the  best  ot  all  masters,  and  not  think 
ourselves  highly  guilty  of  iuipiety?     Do  not 
you    know    that    those    who    depart    out    of 
Ibis  lilc,  according  to  the  law  of  nature,  ami 
pay  that  debt  which  was  received  from  God 
when  he  that  lent  it  us  is  pleased  to  require 
It  back,  enjoy  eternal  fame?  that  their  houses 
and  their  posterity  are  sure,  that  their  souls 
are  pure  and  obedient,  ami  obtain  a  most  holy 
pLiee  in  heaven,  from  whence,  in  the  revuln- 
lion  ol   ages  they  are  again   sent   into   pure 
bodies;   while  the  souls  of  those  whose  ban  Is 
have    acted    madly    iiKaiin-t    ihcnis,  Kcs,    are 
received  by  the  darkest   place  in   Hades,  and 
while    God,    who    is    their    lather,    puni-h.-s 
those  that  otfend  against  either  of  then,     n 
their  posterit)  ?  for  which  reason  God  ba,cs 
such    uoiiigs,  and  tbe  crime  is    punished    by 
our    most   wise    legi-lator.      Accurdinglv  oo'r 
laws   ('.eierinine,  that   the  bodies  of   sneh  aa 
kiU    thruiselvcs    should    be   exposed   till   tba 
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Hun  be  !>et.  witboat  burial,  although  at  the 
•uuie  time  it  be  alUuved  by  them  to  be  lawful 
to  bury  our  enemies  [sooner].  The  laws  of 
ot'ier  nations  also  enjoin  such  men's  hands 
to  be  cut  off  when  they  are  dead,  which  bad 
been  ma4le  use  of  in  destroying  themselves 
when  alive,  while  they  reckoned  that  as 
the  body  is  ahen  from  the  soul,  so  is  the 
hand  alien  from  the  body.  It  is,  therefore, 
my  friends,  a  right  thing  to  reason  justly,  and  ! 
not  add  to  the  ealaaiiucs  which  men  bring  ' 
upon  us,  unpieiy  towards  our  Cr-Tator.  It 
we  have  a  nnnd  to  preserve  our*cb"i*s,  let  u* 
do  it;  for  to  be  preserved  by  thoie  our 
enemies,  to  whom  we  have  givc*n  so  many 
demonstrations  of  our  courat^e,  is  no  way  in-  ' 
glorious;  but  if  we  h'lve  a  mind  to  die,  it  i^ 
good  to  die  by  the  hand  uf  those  that  have 
conquered  us.  For  my  part,  I  will  not  run 
over  to  our  enemies*  quarter*,  in  order  to  be 
a  traitor  to  mysilf ;  for  certainly  I  should 
then  be  much  more  foolish  than  those  tiiat 
deserted  to  the  eiuMny.  sinoe  they  did  ii,  in  I 
order  to  ^ave  thunineiveii,  and  1  should  do  it  ' 
iWr  my  own  de«t:urnon.  However.  I  heartily 
wish  the  Uotna:is  niu\  prove  treacl>eroui»  in 
ibis  mutter:  for  if,  atur  their  offer  of  their 
right  band  lor  !>t-curiiy,  1  be  ^lain  by  them,  I 
shall  die  cbeerfiillv.  ami  i-air\  away  with  me 
the  sense  of  thfir  pt*rii(liou>ii«-is.  aa  a  coiiso- 
lation  jrrealer  than  virtory  ii>(  If." 

G.  Now  (hL'^^e  and  iiuny  the  like  motives 
did  JosephiM  u^e  to  these  men,  to  prevent 
their  murdering  themselves;  but  desperation 
had  shut  their  ears,  a^  having  long  ago  devoted 
themselves  to  die.  und  they  were  irritated  at 
Josephus.  They  then  ran  upf>n  him  with  their 
swords  in  their  hands,  one  from  one  qu<irter, 
and  another  truin  anuthi-r,  and  called  hlma  cow-  i 
ard,  and  e^ury  one  of  them  appeared  openly 
as  if  he  were  ready  to  smite  him ;  but,  he 
calling  to  one  of  theui  by  name,  und  looking 
like  a  general  to  anotlier,  and  taking  a  third 
bv  the  hand,  and  tnukiug  a  fourth  ashamed  of 
himself,  by  praying  him  to  forbear,  and  beiug 
in  this  conditiiin  distracted  with  various  pas- 
sions (as  he  well  might  in  the  great  distress 
he  was  then  in),  he  kept  off  every  one  of  their 
swurds  from  killing  hnn,  and  was  forced  to 
do  like  such  wild  heasts  as  are  encompassed 
about  on  every  side,  who  always  turn  them- 
at-lves  against  those  that  last  touched  them. 
Nnv,  some  of  their  right  hands  were  debili- 
tated by  the  reverence  they  bare  to  their  ge- 
neral in  these  his  fatal  calamities,  and  their 
swords  dropped  out  of  their  hands;  and  not 
a  ffW  of  them  there  were,  who,  when  they 
aimed  to  smiie  him  with  their  swords,  were  not 
tburou^'bly  either  willing  or  able  to  do  it. 

7-  However,  in  this  extreme  distress,  be 
was  not  dc>titute  of  bis  usual  sagacity;  but 
trusting  himself  to  the  providence  of  God,  he 
put  his  life  into  hazard  [in  the  manner  fol- 
io.ving]:  —  "And  now,"  said  he.  "since  it 
la    revolved   aiiiong    you    that    you    will  die, 


come  on,  let  us  comaiit  our  mutual  deaths  to 
determination  by  lot.  He  whom  the  lot  fulls 
to  first,  let  him  be  killed  by  him  that  huth  the 
second  lot,  and  thus  fortune  shall  make  its 
progress  through  us  all;  nor  shall  any  of  us 
perish  by  his  o\vn  right  hand,  for  it  would  be 
unfiiir  if,  when  the  rest  are  gone,  somebody 
should  repent  and  save  himself."  This  pnv 
posal  appeared  to  them  to  he  very  just;  and 
when  he  had  prevailed  with  them  todetermme 
this  matter  by  lot*s,  he  drew  one  of  the  lots  for 
himself  aL-^o.  He  who  had  the  tirst  lot  hod 
his  neck  bare  to  him  that  had  th«  next,  as 
su|)posnig  that  the  general  would  die  among 
them  immediately;  for  they  thought  death, 
if  Josephus  might  but  die  with  them,  was 
sweeter  than  life:  ytt  was  he  with  another 
left  to  the  last,  whether  we  must  say  it  Imp- 
pened  so  by  chance,  or  whether  by  the  provi- 
dence of  God:  and  as  he  was  very  desirous 
neither  to  be  condemned  by  the  lot,  nor,  it  be 
had  been  left  to  the  List,  to  iudirue  his  right 
hand  in  the  bluud  of  his  countryman,  he  per- 
suaded him  to  trust  his  tidclity  to  him,  and  to 
live  as  well  as  himself. 

8.  Thus  Josephus  escaped  in  the  war  with 
the  Uoinans,  and  in  this  Ww  own  war  with 
his  friends,  and  was  led  by  Nieanor  to  Vespa- 
sian; but  now  ail  the  Romans  ran  together 
to  see  him.  and  ns  the  multitude  pressed  one 
ttpon  another  about  their  general,  there  waa 
a  tumult  uf  a  various  kind;  while  some  re- 
joiced that  Josiphus  was  taken,  and  some 
threatened  him,  und  some  crowded  to  see  bim 
very  near;  but  those  that  were  more  remote 
cried  out  to  have  this  their  enemy  put  to 
death,  while  those  that  were  near  called  to 
mind  the  actions  he  bad  done,  and  a  deep 
concern  appeared  at  the  change  of  his  fortune. 
Nor  were  there  any  of  the  Uoinan  command- 
ers, how  much  soever  they  had  been  enraged 
at  him  before,  but  relented  when  they  came 
to  the  bight  of  him.  Above  all  the  rest, 
Titus's  own  valour,  and  Josepbus's  own 
patience  under  his  utHictions,  made  him  pity 
him,  as  did  also  the  commiseration  of  bis  age, 
when  he  recalled  to  mind  that  but  a  little 
while  ago  he  was  fighting,  but  lay  now  in  tbe 
hands  of  his  enemies,  which  made  him  con- 
sider the  power  of  fortune,  and  how  quick  la 
the  turn  of  affairs  in  war,  and  how  no  state 
of  men  is  sure ;  for  which  reason  he  then 
made  a  great  many  more  to  be  of  the  same 
pitit'ul  temp  r  with  himself,  and  induced  tbeui 
to  com:iiiserate  Josephus.  He  was  also  of 
greai  weight  in  persuading  his  father  to  pre- 
serve him.  However.  Vespasian  gave  strict 
orders  that  be  should  be  kept  with  great  cau- 
tion, as  though  he  would,  in  a  very  little  tmae, 
btnd  him  to  Nero. 

9.  When  Josephus  heard  him  give  those 
order^,  be  said  tliat  he  bad  somewhat  in  his 
aimu  thai  he  would  wiiluigly  say  to  himself 
alone.  When,  tbirLfore,  tbe\  were  all  ordered 
to  wilhuraw.  excepting  Xilu.-  diiU  luu  ul  tlieiC 
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tiendst  he  said,  "Thou,  O  Vespasian,  thinkest  | 
no  more  than  that  thou  hast  taken  Josepbus 
himiieU'  captive;  but  I  come  to  thee  as  a 
messenger  of  greater  tidings;  for  had  not  I 
be«n  sent  by  Gud  to  thee,  I  knew  what  was 
the  law  of  the  Jews  in  this  case,'  and  how  it 
becomes  generals  to  die.  Oost  thou  send  me 
to  Nero?  For  wbv  ?  Are  Nero's  buccessors 
till  they  come  to  tliee  still  alive?  Thou,  O 
Ve^piiMan,  art  Ci£sar  and  emperor,  thou,  and 
thii)  thy  son.  Bind  me  now  stiU  faster,  ana 
keep  Hie  tor  thyself,  for  thou,  O  Casar,  art 
not  only  Igfd  over  uic,  but  over  the  land  and 
the  sea,  and  all  iraiikiiid ;  and  certainly  1 
deserve  to  be  kept  ni  ulo:jer  cualody  than  I  am 
now  in,  in  order  to  be  punished,  il'  I  rashly 
alHrm  any  thing  of  God."  When  he  had  said 
this,  Ve^pabian  at  present  did  not  believe  him, 
but  supposed  that  Josephus  said  thui  as  a  cun- 
ning trick,  in  oriler  to  big  own  preservation; 
but  in  a  little  time  he  was  convinced,  aiid  be* 
lieved  what  he  said  to  be  true,  Gud  himself 
erecting  bia  expectations,  <^o  us  lo  think  of 
obtai  <ing  tb  :  empire,  and  by  other  si^nis  fore- 
shn  ig  Iijj  advaiireuient.  lie  also  found 
J  ^L(.aus  to  have  spoken  truth  on  other  occa- 
sions;  for  one  of  those  fiiends  that  were 
present  at  that  secret  conterence,  said  to 
Josephus,  '*  1  cannot  but  wonder  how  thou 
C4/ultlf  "it  not  toretell  to  the  people  of  Jotupata 
tba<  J^^y  should  be  'akeii,  nurcoitldest  toii'tuli 
tijia  tHjjlivity  which  hath  happened  to  tiiyselt, 
uuleb^  what  thou  now  :^aye>t  be  a  %'ain  thing, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  rage  that  is  risen  against 
thyself."  To  which  Josepbus  replied,  **  1 
did  toretell  to  the  people  of  joiapata  that  they 
would  be  taken  on  Itie  furty-seveaih  day,  miU 
that  1  should  be  caught  ;ihve  by  tbe  ilumans." 
Now  when  Vespasian  had  inquireu  ot  the 
captives  privately  about  thc^>  pretiiciiuiis,  he 
found  them  to  be  true,  and  then  he  bcg^un  to 
believe  thoi^e  that  concerned  himself.  Vet 
did  he  not  set  Josepbus  at  huerty  Irom  bis 
bands,  but  bestowed  on  huu  suits  of  clothe:^, 
and  other  precious  gilts;  he  treated  him  also 
in  a  very  obliging  mtuiner,  and  continued  so 
to  do,  Titus  still  joining  his  interest  in  tbe 
honours  that  were  dune  fatrzt. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

ai\t    lOPPA  WAS  TAKEN,  AND  TIBEfilAS 
DELIVEHLD  UP. 

§  1.  Now  Vespasian  returned  to  Ptolcmais 
on  the  fourth  day  of  the  month  Panemus 
^TauiuzJ,    and    from    thence    he    came    to 

*  I  du  not  know  wb«re  to  find  the  law  of  Muses  berc 
■DCDlioiird  by  Jo^eyilms,  und  altt-rwards  by  i  1  nz.ir,  b. 
vit.  ch  viii.  stct  7,  and  almost  iinplitd  iti  it.  i.  c.  .  \iii 
secL  lU,  by  Juseiihus's  comtuendatiun  ut  Pb.>s«u:lL:s  lur 
doiii^su,  1  iitt-an  m  licrrbj  Jcwi^li  j;er.rr.il!>  aim  i^t:o|.ii: 
Wfte-  I'bli^trd  U'  Lili  Uiciubclvts.  ruHivi  ni.111  <;u  :i>t<i  <>la< 
ver>  Ui  tier  hcailtcus.     I  duubt  ibU  wuulii  h«ve  be^o  Jo 


Cesarea,  which  lay  by  the  sea-side.  This  wns  ft 
very  great  city  of  Judea,  and  for  the  greatest 
part  inhabited  by  Greeks:  the  citizens  here 
received  both  the  Roman  army  and  its  gene* 
ral  with  all  sorts  of  acclamations  and  rejoi- 
cings, and  this  partly  out  of  the  good-will  tbe.y 
l>or>^-  to  the  Uomans.  but  principally  out  of  the 
hatred  they  bore  to  tliose  that  were  conquered 
by  them;  on  which  account,  they  came  eia- 
niouring  against  Josepbus  in  crowds,  and  de- 
sired he  might  be  put  to  death;  but  Vespiu-iun 
passed  over  this  petition  concerning  hiin,  as 
olfered  by  the  injudicious  multitutie,  with  a 
bare  silence.  Two  of  the  kgions  aUo  he 
placed  at  Cesarea,  that  they  might  there  take 
their  winter-quarters,  as  perceiving  the  city 
very  tit  for  such  a  purpose;  but  be  placed  the 
tenth  and  the  fifth  at  Scythopolis,  that  be 
might  not  distress  Cesarea  with  the  entire 
army.  This  place  was  warm,  even  iu  winter, 
as  it  was  suHucating  hot  in  the  sumnier-limc, 
by  reason  of  its  t'ituation  in  a  pltiin,  and  near 
to  the  sea  [of  Galilee]. 

2.  In  the  mean  tiute  there  were  gathered 
together,  as  well  such  us  had  seditiously  got 
out  from  among  their  enemies  as  those  that 
had  escaped  out  of  the  demolished  citicA, 
which  Were  in  all  a  great  immber,  and  repaired 
Joppa,  which  had  been  lelt  desolate  by 
Cestius,  that  it  might  serve  them  for  a  place 
of  refuge;  and  because  the  adjoining  region 
had  been  laid  waste  in  the  war,  and  wr>  not 
capable  of  supporting  them,  they  determined 
to  go  otf  to  :iea.  They  idso  built  themselves 
a  great  many  piratical  ships,  and  turned 
pirates  upon  the  seas  near  to  Syria,  and  Pha*- 
nicia,  anil  Egypt,  and  made  those  Eeas  onnavi- 
liable  to  all  men.  Now  as  soon  as  Vespasian 
knew  of  their  conspiracy,  he  sent  both  foot- 
men and  horsemen  to  Joppa,  which  was  un- 
guarded in  the  nigbt-time;  however,  those 
that  were  in  it  perceived  that  they  should  be 
attacked,  and  were  afraid  of  it;  yet  did  they 
not  endeavour  to  keep  the  Kouians  out,  but 
tied  to  their  ships,  and  Liy  at  sea  all  night, 
out  of  the  reach  of  their  darls. 

3.  Nuw  Juppa  is  not  naturally  a  haven, 
for  it  ends  in  a  rough  shore,  where  all  the 
rest  of  it  is  straight,  but  the  two  ends  heua 
towards  each  otiicr,  where  there  are  oiep 
precipices,  and  great  stones  that  jut  out  ii.iu 
the  sea,  and  wbere  the  chains  wherewith  An- 
dromeda was  bound  have  left  their  footsteps, 
which  attett  to  the  antiquity  of  that  table; 
but  the  north  wind  opposes  and  beats  upon 
the  shore,  and  dashes  mighty  waves  u^atnst 
the  rueks  which  receive  them,  and  rentiers 
the  haven  more  dangerous  than  the  country 
they  hyd  deserted.  Now  as  those  people  oi 
Joppa  were  rlt-aiing  iitn.ut  in  this  sea,  in  the 
morning  there  teil  a  violent  wind  u,  •  u  them; 

betler  than  "  self-murder;  •  and  1  belieTe  it  was  nthrv 
Mjiiie  vatn  diclrme.  or  inirr^rtrUnon.  ^,i  tt.e  rif;id  Hlt^ 
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It  a  called  by  those  that  sail  there  "  the  black 
nurlii  wind,"  and  there  dashed  their  ships  one 
ii^^aitibC  another,  attd  dashed  some  of  them 
a^uifiist  the  rocks,  and  carried  sa&cy  cf  thera 
by  force,  whJe  they  strove  against  the  oppo- 
site waves,  into  the  luain  sea;  for  the  shore 
was  so  rv/cky,  and  had  so  many  of  the  enemy 
upon  it,  that  they  were  afraid  to  come  to 
Uiid;  iiay,  the  waves  rose  so  very  bi(;h,  that 
they  drowsed  theiu;  rxjr  was  there  any  place 
whither  they  coohl  dy,  nor  any  way  to  sjive  ( 
themselves:  while  they  were  thrust  out  of  the  ] 
sea,  l>y  the  violence  of  the  wind,  if  tbey  staid 
w  Here  they  were,  and  put  of  the  city  by  the  vio- 
lence of  the  Romans;  and  much  lamentation 
there  was  when  the  ships  were  dashed  af^ainst 
one  another,  and  a  terrible  noise  when  they 
were  broke*  to  pieces;  and  some  ot  the  mul- 
tilade  that  were  in  them  were  covered  with 
tbe  waves,  and  so  perished,  and  a  great  many 
were  embarrassed  with  shipwrtM^ks;  but  souie 
Q<  them  thought,  tlia»  to  die  by  their  own 
sworda  was  lighter  than  by  tbe  sea,  and  so 
tbey  killed  themselves  before  they  were 
drowned;  although  tbe  greatest  part  of  them 
were  carried  by  the  waves,  and  dashed  to 
pieces  against  the  abrupt  parts  of  the  rocks, 
ln.->uinuch  that  the  sea  was  bloody  a  long  way, 
and  the  maritime  ports  were  full  of  dead 
Iwdies;  fur  the  Iloiuans  came  upon  those  that 
Were  carried  to  the  shore,  and  destroyed  them; 
and  the  number  of  the  bodies  that  were  thus 
tiirown  out  of  the  sea  was  four  thousand 
and  two  hundred.  The  Komans  also  took 
tbe  city  without  opposition,  aud  utterly 
destroyed  it, 

4.  And  thus  was  Joppa  taken  twice  by  the 
Romans  in  a  little  time;  but  Vespasian,  in 
order  to  prevent  these  pirates  from  coming 
thither  any  more,  erected  a  camp  there,  where 
Uie  citadel  of  Joppa  had  been,  and  left  a  body 
■it  horse  in  it,  with  a  (•:«/  footmen;  that  these 
last  might  sUy  there  and  guard  the  camp, 
and  the  horsemen  might  spoil  the  country 
that  lay  round  it,  and  might  destroy  the  neigh- 
bouring villages  and  smaller  cines.  So  these 
troops  overran  tbe  country,  as  they  were 
erdcred  to  do,  and  every  day  cut  to  pieces 
and  laid  desolate  the  whole  region. 

3.  But  now,  when  the  fate  of  Jotapata  was 
related  at  Jerusalem,  a  great  many  at  the  first 
disbelieved  it,  on  account  of  the  vastness  of 
the  calamity,  and  because  they  bad  no  eye- 
witness to  attest  the  truth  of  what  was  related 
about  it;  for  not  one  person  was  saved  to  be 
a  messenger  of  that  news,  but  a  fame  was 
spread  abroad  at  random  that  tbe  city  was 
taken,  as  such  fame  usually  spreads  bad  news 
about.  However,  the  truth  was  known  by 
degrees,  from  the  places  near  Jota|>ata,  and 
appeared  to  all  to  be  too  true.  Yet  were 
there  fictitious  stories  added  to  what  was 
really  done;  for  it  was  reported  that  Josephus 
was  slain  at  the  taking  of  the  city;  which 
piee«  uf  iiewe  tilled  Jerusalem  full  of  sorrow. 


In  every  bouse  also,  ami  among  all  to  wbora 
any  of  the  slain  were  allied,  there  was  a 
lamentation  for  them;  but  tbe  mourning  lor 
tbe  commander  was  a  public  one;  and  some 
mourned  for  those  that  had  lived  with  them, 
others  fur  their  kindred,  others  for  their 
friends,  and  others  for  their  brethren,  but  ail 
mourned  for  Josephus;  insomuch  that  tbe 
lamentation  did  not  cease  in  the  city  before 
tbe  thirtieth  day;  and  a  great  many  hired 
mourners,*  with  their  pipes,  who  should 
begin  tbe  melancholy  ditties  for  them. 

ti.  But  as  the  truth  came  out  in  time,  it 
appeared  bow  the  atTairs  of  Jotapata  really 
>tood ;  yet  it  was  found  that  the  death  of  Jose- 
phus was  a  fiction ;  and  when  they  understood 
that  he  was  alive,  and  was  among  the  Romans, 
and  that  the  commanders  treated  him  at 
another  rate  than  they  treated  captives,  tbey 
were  as  vehemently  angry  at  him  now  as  they 
had  shown  their  goo(i-»ill  before,  when  he 
appeared  to  have  been  dead.  He  was  also 
abused  by  some  as  having  been  a  coward, 
and  by  others  as  a  deserter;  and  the  city 
was  lull  of  indignation  at  bim,  and  of 
reproaches  cast  u[>on  biin;  their  rage  was 
also  aggravated  by  their  alHictions,  and  more 
iiidanied  by  tbeir  ill  success;  and  what  usu, 
ally  bi-comes  an  occasion  of  caution  to  wise 
men,  1  lueuii  affliction,  became  a  spur  to  them 
to  venture  on  tarther  calamities,  and  the  end 
of  one  misery  became  still  tbe  beginning  of 
another;  they  therefore  resolved  to  fall  on 
the  Uoraans  the  more  vehemently,  as  resolv- 
ing to  be  revenged  on  him  in  revenging  them- 
selves on  the  Jiomans.  And  this  was  the 
state  of  Jerusalem  as  to  the  troubles  which 
now  came  upon  it. 

7.  But  Vespasian,  in  order  to  see  the  king- 
dom of  Agrippa,  while  the  king  persuaded 
himself  so  to  do  (partly,  in  order  to  his  treat- 
ing tbe  general  and  his  army  in  tbe  best  and 
most  splendid  manner  his  private  aifairs  would 
enable  him  to  do,  and  partly  that  be  might, 
by  their  means,  correct  such  things  as  were 
amiss  in  his  government),  he  removed  from 
that  Cesarea  which  was  by  the  sea-side,  and 
went  to  that  which  is  called  Cesarea  Phi- 
lippi;t  and  there  be  refreshed  his  army  for 
twenty  days,  and  was  himself  feasted  by  king 
Agrippa,  where  he  also  returned  public  thanks 
to  God  for  the  good  success  he  had  had  in 
his  undertakings.  But  as  soon  as  he  was 
informed  that  Tiberias  was  fond  of  innova- 
tions, and  that  T-aricheae  had  revolted,  toth 
which  cities  were  parts  of  the  kingdom  of 
Agrippa,  and  was  satisfied  within  himself  that 
the  Jews  were  every  where  perverted  [from  their 

•  The«e  public  moamcrs,  hired  upon  tbe  supposed 
tieath  of  Josepbus.  aod  tbe  real  dealb  of  many  mom, 
flluslrate  dome  passages  in  tlie  Bible,  which  8iippL«i 
Ihe  same  custom,  a^  MalLxii.  17;  where  the  reader  ma/ 
consult  the  notes  of  Grottus. 

+  *H  Ibis  Ce3.,rea  Philippi.  twice  mentioned  in  our 
New  Testan.L-i.I  (Matt.  XV  .  ij.  Mar*  v.ii  -i;^,  tticre  un 
coin*  itill  eKiaj}'.  u  frftanhvuD  here  inlunus  ul. 
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obedience  to  their  g^OTernors],lietbot>ght  it  sea- 
Mi.iable  to  make  an  expedition  against  those 
cities,  and  that  for  the  sake  of  Agrippa,  and 
in  order  to  bring  his  cities  to  reason.  So  he 
sent  away  his  son  Titus  to  [the  other]  Cesarea, 
that  be  might  bring  the  army  that  lay  there  to 
Scytbopohs,  which  is  the  largest  city  of  Dcca- 
polis.  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tiberias, 
whither  he  came,  and  where  he  waited  for  his 
son.  He  then  came  with  three  legions,  and 
pitched  his  camp  thirty  furlongs  olf  Tilwrias, 
at  a  certain  station  easily  seen  by  the  innova- 
tors; it  is  named  Sennabris.  He  ako  sent 
Valerian,  a  decurion,  with  fifty  horsemen,  to 
speak  peaceably  to  those  that  were  in  the  city, 
and  to  exhort  them  to  give  him  assurances  of 
their  tidelity;  for  be  bad  heard  that  the  peo- 
ple were  desirous  of  peace,  but  were  obliged 
by  some  of  the  seditious  part  to  join  with 
tbero,  and  so  were  forced  to  fight  for  tbem. 
When  Valerian  had  marched  up  to  the  place, 
and  was  near  the  wall,  he  alighted  olf  his 
horse,  and  made  those  that  were  with  him  do 
the  same,  that  they  might  not  be  thought  to 
come  to  skirmish  with  them;  but  before  they 
could  come  to  a  discourse  one  with  another, 
the  most  potent  men  among  the  seditious 
made  a  sally  upon  them  armed;  their  leader 
was  one  whose  name  was  Jesus,  tbe  son  of 
Sbaphat,  the  principal  head  of  a  band  of  rob- 
bers. Now  Valerian,  neither  thinking  it  safe 
to  fight  contrary  to  the  commands  of  the  ge- 
neral, though  be  were  secure  of  a  victory,  and 
knowing  that  it  was  a  very  hazardous  under- 
taking for  a  few  to  light  with  many,  for  those 
that  were  unprovided  to  fight  those  that  were 
ready,  and  being  on  other  accounts  surprised 
at  this  unexpected  onset  of  tbe  Jews,  he  run 
away  on  foot,  as  did  five  of  tbe  rest  in  like 
manner,  and  left  their  horses  behind  them; 
which  horses  Jesus  led  away  into  the  city,  and 
rejoiced  as  if  they  had  taken  them  in  battle, 
and  not  by  treachery. 

8.  Now  tbe  seniors  of  the  people,  and  such 
as  were  of  principal  authority  among  them, 
fearing  what  would  be  the  issue  of  this  matter, 
fled  to  the  camp  of  tbe  Romans ;  they  then 
took  their  king  along  with  tbem,  and  fell 
down  before  Vespasian  to  supplicate  his  fa- 
vour, and  besought  him  not  to  overlook  them, 
nor  to  impute  the  madness  ofafew  to  tbe  whole 
cit . ,  to  spare  a  people  that  had  been  ever  civil 
aii't  obliging  to  the  Romans;  but  to  bring  the 
authors  of  this  revolt  to  due  punishment,  who 
hdd  ^hitherto  so  watched  them,  that  though 
I  hey  were  zealous  to  give  them  the  security  of 
their  right  hands  of  a  long  time,  yet  could  they 
not  accomplish  tbe  same.  With  these  suppli- 
cations the  general  complied,  although  he 
were  very  angry  at  the  whole  city  about  the 
carrying  off  bis  horses,  and  this  because  he 
saw  that  Agrippa  was  under  a  great  concern 
for  them.  So  when  Vespasian  and  Agrippa  bad 
accepted  of  their  right  hands  by  way  of  secu- 
riL>,  J«aus  and  his  [tarty  thought  it  not  safe  iur 


tbem  to  continue  at  Tiberias,  »o  they  ran  away 
to  Taricheae.  The  next  day  Vespasian  sent 
Trajan  before,  with  some  horsemen  to  the 
citadel,  to  make  trial  of  the  multitude,  whe- 
ther they  were  all  disposed  for  peace;  and  as 
soon  as  he  knew  that  tbe  people  were  of  the 
same  mind  with  tbe  petitioner,  he  took  his 
army,  and  went  to  the  city;  upon  wLieh  tbe 
citizens  opened  to  him  their  gates,  and  met 
him  with  acclamations  of  joy,  and  called  bioi 
their  saviour  and  benefactor.  But  as  the  army 
was  a  great  while  in  getting  in  at  the  gates, 
I  they  were  so  narrow,  Vespasian  commanded 
I  tbe  south  wall  to  be  broken  down,  and  so 
made  a  broad  passage  for  their  entnince. 
.  However,  he  charged  thero  to  abstain  from 
rapine  and  injustice,  in  order  to  gratify  the 
king;  and  on  bis  account  spared  the  re^t  of 
the  wall,  while  tbe  king  undertook  for  them 
that  they  should  continue  [faithful  to  tbe  Ro- 
mans] for  the  time  to  come.  And  thus  did 
he  restore  this  city  to*>  quiet  state,  after  it 
had  been  grievously  atilicted  by  tbe  sedition. 


CHAPTER  X. 

UOW  TAR1CIIE.£  WAS  TAKEN.  A  DESCEIPTlOn 
OF  THE  KIVER  JORDAN,  AND  OF  THK 
COCNTBY  OF  GFNNLSARETII. 

§  1.  And  now  Vespasian  pitched  his  .camp 
between  this  city  and  Tarichete,  but  fortified 
bis  camp  more  strongly,  as  suspecting  that  he 
should  be  forced  tu  stay  there,  and  have  a 
long  war;  for  all  the  innovators  had  gotten 
together  at  Tarichcie,  as  relying  upon  the 
strength  of  the  city,  and  on  the  lake  that  lay 
by  it.  This  lake  is  called  by  the  people  of 
the  country  tbe  Lahf  oj  Gennesarali.  The 
city  itself  is  situated  like  Tiberias,  at  the  bot- 
tom of  a  mounuin;  and  on  those  sides  which 
are  not  washed  by  the  sea,  had  been  stronglv 
fortified  by  Josephus,  though  not  so  strongly 
as  Tiberias;  for  the  wall  ol  Tiberias  bad  been 
built  at  the  begiiming  at  the  Jews'  revolt, 
when  be  bad  great  plenty  of  money,  and  great 
power,  but  Taricheae  partook  only  the  remains 
of  that  liberality.  Yet  bad  they  a  great  num- 
ber of  ships  gotten  ready  upon  the  lake,  that, 
in  ca>e  they  were  beaten  at  land,  they  might 
retire  to  them  ;  and  they  were  so  tilted  up, 
that  they  might  undertake  a  sea-fight  also. 
But  as  tbe  Romans  were  building  a  wall 
about  their  camp,  Jesus  and  his  party  were 
neither  aUrighted  at  their  number  nor  at  the 
good  order  they  were  in,  but  made  a  sally 
upon  them  ;  and  at  tbe  very  first  onset  tbe 
builders  lii  the  wall  were  dispersed;  and  these 
pulled  what  little  tbey  bad  before  built  to 
pieces;  but  as  soon  as  they  saw  tbe  armed 
men  getting  together,  and  before  they  bait 
sutfered  any  tiling  themselves,  they  retired  to 
their   own    men.      But    then    the    Ruiuaus 
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pursued  tliem,  and  drove  them  into  their 
st.ip^,  where  they  launched  out  as  far  as  might 
rive  them  an  opportunity  of  reaching  the 
Roiiiaiii  «ilh  what  they  threw  at  them,  and 
then  cast  anchor,  and  brought  their  ships  close. 
Si  in  a  line  of  battle,  and  thence  fought  the 
eneniv  frmn  the  &ea,  who  were  themselves  at 
latid.  But  Wspa-ian  hearing  that  a  great  mul- 
titu;le  of  them  were  gotten  together  in  the 
)lain  that  was  before  the  city,  he  thereupon 
pent  bis  son,  with  six  hundred  chosen  horse- 
men to  (lisi»erse  them. 

2.  But  wlien  Titus  perceived  that  the  enemy 
wa-i  very  nuincrous,  he  »ent  to  hia  father,  and 
mfornicil    him    that    he    should    want     more 
forces.      But  as  he  saw  a  great  many  of  the 
l.or.-eiiien  ea^ir  to  tight,  and  that  before  any 
^uccon^s  c«>uld  come  to  them,  and  that  yet 
some  of  theui  were  privately  under  a  sort  of 
consternation  at  the  multitude  of  the  Jews, 
he  siouii  ill  a  place  whence  he  might  be  heard, 
and  said   lo  ihein,  "My  bruve  Ilomaiisl    for 
it  is  right  fur  lue  to  put  you  in  mind  of  what 
nation  jou  are,  in  the  beginning  of  my  sperch, 
that  SI)  you  may  not  be  ignorant  who  you  are, 
and  who  tbey  are  against  whom  we  are  going 
to  figbt.      For  as  to  u»,  Romans,  no  part  ot 
the  habitable  earth  hath  been  able  to  escape 
our  hamls  hitherto;  but  as  for  the  Jews,  that 
I  may  s(ie«k   of  them  too,  though  they  have 
been  alreaily  beaten,  yet  do  they  not  give  up 
the  cHU>e;  anil  a  sad  thing  it  would  he  for  us 
to  gru.v  weary  under  good  success,  when  tbey 
bear  up  under  their  luisfortuiies.      As  to  the 
alacrity   which   you  show  publicly,   I  see  it, 
and    rejoice    at  it;    yet  am   I  atraid  lest  the 
multitude  of  the  enemy  should  bring  a  con- 
cealed fright  upon  some  of  you;    let  such  a 
one  consider  again,  who  we  are  that  are  to 
£ghti  and  who  those  are  against  whom  we  are 
to  fight.    Now  these  Jews,  though  they  be  very 
bold  and  great  despisers  of  death,  are  but  a  dis- 
orderly body,  and   unskilful  in  war,  and  m.iy 
rather  he  called  a  rout  than  an  army;   while  1 
Deed  say  nothing  of  our  skill  and  our  good 
order;  for  this  is  the  reason  why  we  Romans 
alone  arc  exercised  for  war  in  time  of  peace, 
that  we  may  not  think  of  number  for  number 
when  we  come  to  tight  with  our  enemies;  for 
what  advantage  should  we  reap  by  our  conti- 
nual sort  of  warfare,  if  we  must  still  be  equal 
in  number  to  such  as  have  not  been   used  to 
war  I  Consider  farther,  that  you  are  to  have  a 
condict  with  men  in  effect  unarmed,  while  you 
are  well  armed;   with  footmen,  while  you  are 
horsemen;   with  those  that  have  no  good  gene- 
ral, while  you  have  one,  and  as  these  advan- 
tages make  you  in  effect  manifold  more  than 
you    are,  so  do  their  disadvantages  mightily 
diminish  their  number.      Now  it  is    not    the 
muUituile  of  men,  though  they  be  soldiers,  that 
manages  wars  with  success,  but  it  is  their  bra- 
very that  due;-  it,  though  they  be  but  a  few;  for 
a  few  are  easily  set  in  battle  array,  and  can 
Cmiv  aaaiat  one  another,  while  ovar-numerous 


armies  are  more  hurt  by  themselves  than  by 
their  enemies.  It  is  boldness  and  rashness, 
the  effects  of  madness,  that  conduct  ot  the 
Jews.  Those  passions  in(leed  mjiie  a  great 
figure  when  they  succeed,  but  are  quite  e.Miii. 
guished  upon  the  least  ill  success;  but  wo  are 
led  on  by  courage,  and  obedience,  and  forti- 
tude, which  shows  itself  indeed  in  our  good 
fortune,  but  still  does  not  for  ever  desert  us 
in  our  ill  fortune.  Nay,  indeed,  your  tigbling 
is  to  be  on  greater  motives  than  those  ot  the 
Jews;  for  although  they  ruu  the  hazard  of  wai 
for  liberty,  and  fur  their  country,  yet  what  can 
be  a  greater  motive  to  us  than  glory?  and  that 
it  may  never  be  said,  that  aftir  we  have  got 
dominion  of  the  habitable  earth,  the  Jews  are 
able  to  confront  us.  We  must  also  reflect 
upon  this,  that  there  is  no  fear  of  our  sutfer- 
ing  any  incurable  disaster  in  the  present  ca,se;  . 
for  those  that  are  ready  to  as^ist  us  are  many, 
and  at  band  also;  yet  it  is  in  our  power  to 
seize  upon  this  victory  ourselves;  and  1  think 
we  ought  to  prevent  the  coming  of  those  my 
father  is  sending  to  us  for  our  assistance,  that 
our  sucee.ss  may  be  peculiar  to  ourselves,  and 
of  greater  reputation  to  us;  anil  I  cannot  but 
think  this  an  opportunity  wherein  my  lather, 
and  I,  and  you,  shall  be  all  put  to  the  trial, 
whether  he  be  worthy  of  his  former  glorious 
performances,  whether  1  be  his  son  in  real.ty, 
and  whether  you  be  really  my  soldiers:  for  it 
is  usual  for  my  father  to  conquer;  and  for 
myself,  I  should  not  hear  the  thoughts  of 
returning  to  him  if  I  were  once  taken  by 
the  eneinv;  and  bow  will  you  be  able  to  avo:d 
being  ashamed,  if  you  do  not  show  equal 
courage  with  your  commander,  when  he  goes 
before  you  into  danger?  I'or  you  know 
very  we'll  that  I  shall  go  into  the  danger 
first,  and  make  the  first  attack  upon  the 
tneinv.  Do  not  you  therefore  desert  me,  but 
persuade  yourselves  that  God  will  be  assist- 
ing to  my  onset.  Know  this  also  before  we 
begin,  that  we  shall  now  have  better  success 
than  we  should  have,  if  we  were  to  fight  at  a 
distance." 

3.  As  Titus  was  saying  this,  an  extraordi- 
nary fury  fell  upon  the  men:  and  as  Trajan 
was  already  come  before  the  tight  began,  «ith 
four  hundred  horsemen,  they  were  uneasy  at 
it,  because  the  reputation  of  the  victory  would 
be  diminished  by  being  common  to  so  many. 
Vespasian  had  also  sent  both  Antonius  and 
Silo,  with  two  thousand  archers,  and  had  given 
it  them  in  charge  to  seize  upon  the  mountain 
that  was  over-a.:;ainst  the  city,  and  rc-pel  those 
I  that  were  upon  the  wall;  which  archers  did 
I  as  they  were  commanded,  and  prevented  those 
that  attempted  to  assist  them  that  way;  and 
now  Titus  made  his  own  horse  march  first 
against  the  enemy,  as  did  the  othei-s  with  a 
great  noise  after  him,  and  extended  themselves 
upon  the  plain  as  wide  as  the  enemy  «  ho  con- 
fronted theiii;  by  which  means  they  appeared 
much  more  numerous  than  they  really  were. 
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Now  the  Jews,  although  they  were  surprised 
fit  their  onset,  and  at  their  guoil  urder, 
made  resistance  againsl  thtiir  attacks  for  a 
iittle  while;  but  wl^it  they  were  pricked  with 
tbeir  loiig^  poles,  and  overborne  by  the  violent 
noise  ot  the  Loriienien,  thev  eauie  to  be  tram- 
pled under  their  teet ;  uiany  also  ot  theiu 
were  i^lain  on  every  side,  which  made  theui 
disperse  theuibeives  and  run  to  the  city,  as 
fast  as  every  one  of  them  was  uble.  So  Titus 
pressed  upon  the  iiindmo^t,  and  slew  tlieni; 
and  of  the  rest,  some  he  fell  u[)on  as  they 
stood  on  heaps,  and  some  he  prevunteil,  n\ni 
met  them  in  the  mouth,  and  run  them  tiiruugh ; 
many  also  he  leaped  upon  as  they  fell  one 
upon  another,  and  trod  them  down,  ami  cut 
otf  all  the  retreat  they  had  to  the  wall,  and 
turned  them  back  into  the  plain,  tdl  at  last 
they  forced  a  pas-age  by  their  uiuliuuiie,  and 
got  awity,  and  ran  into  the  city. 

4.  But  now  there  fell  out  a  terrible  sedi- 
tion among  them  within  the  city;  tor  the  in- 
habitants themselves,  who  hjd  possessions 
there,  and  to  whom  the  city  iK'longed,  were 
l!Ot  disposed  to  tijjbt  from  the  very  beginning; 
and  no^v  the  less  so,  because  they  had  bi-en 
beaten:  but  the  foreigners,  who  were  very 
numerous,  would  force  them  to  light  i»o  much 
the  more,  insotnuch  that  there  was  u  clamour 
and  a  tumult  among  them,  a^  hII  niulually 
angry  one  at  another;  and  when  'i'itus  heard 
this  tmnult,  for  he  was  not  far  from  the  wall, 
be  ciied  out,  "  Tellow  soluiurs,  now  is  the 
time;  and  why  do  we  make  any  tielay,  when 
God  is  giving  up  the  Jews  to  u>?  Take  the 
victory  which  is  given  you:  do  not  you  hear 
what  a  noise  they  make?  Those  that  have 
escaped  our  hands  are  in  an  uproar  against 
one  another.  We  have  the  city  if  we  make 
hai-te;  but  besides  ha^te,  wc  must  un(iergo 
some  labour,  and  use  some  courage;  for  no 
great  thing  uses  to  be  accomplished  wiihout 
danger;  accordingly,  we  mu^t  not  only  pre- 
vent their  uniting  again,  which  necessity  will 
soon  compel  them  to  do,  but  we  must  also 
prevent  the  coming  of  our  own  men  to  our 
assistance,  that,  as  tew  as  we  are,  we  may  con- 
quer so  great  a  multitude,  and  may  ourselves 
alone  take  the  city. 

O.  As  soon  as  ever  Titus  had  said  this,  he 
leaped  upon  his  horse,  and  roue  apace  <Jovvn 
to  the  lake;  by  which  lake  he  marched,  anu 
entered  into  the  city  the  tirst  of  ihem  all,  as 
did  the  others  soon  after  him.  Hereupon 
those  that  were  upon  the  walls  were  seized 
with  a  terror  at  the  boldness  of  the  attempt, 
nor  durst  any  one  venture  to  tiyht  with  huii, 
or  to  binder  him;  so  they  left  guarding  ibe 
city,  and  some  of  those  that  were  about  Jesus 
fled  over  the  country,  wlnle  otliers  of  them 
ran  down  to  the  lake,  and  met  the  enemy  in 
the  teeth,  and  some  were  shun  as  they  uere 
getting  up  into  ship^,  but  others  of  thenj, 
»*8  ihey  atteiupleu  lu  uvertakc  iho-c  mat  uere 
oiready  tfone  abuard.     There  Wits  also  h  great 


slaughter  made  in  the  cijty, ,  while  tboM 
foreigners  that  had  nut  tied  away  alreaay, 
made  oppo^ition;  but  the  natural  inhabitaut« 
were  killed  without  tighiing:  lor  in  hopes  «tf 
Titus's  giving  them  his  light  hand  lor  their  ser 
curity,  and  out  of  the  consciousness  that  they 
had  not  given  any  cons«_'nt  to  the  war,  they 
avoided  lighting,  till  Tuus  had  slain  the 
authors  oi  this  revolt,  and  then  put  u  slop  to 
any  lurther  slaughters,  out  of  cuinnasetutioB 
ot  the^e  inbabiiantb  of  the  place;  but  lor 
those  that  had  tied  to  the  lake,  upon  seeing 
the  city  taken,  they  sailed  as  tar  as  they 
possibly  could  Irom  the  enemy. 

ti.  Hereupon  Tuus  sent  one  of  his  horse- 
men to  Ins  lather,  and  let  him  know  the  good 
news  of  what- be  had  dune;  at  wnu-h,  as  was 
natural,  he  was  very  joytul,  both  on  account 
of  the  courage  and  glorious  ucliuns  ul  his 
son;  lor  lie  thought  that  now  the  greatest  [^.^n 
of  the  war  was  over.  lie  then  tame  thiiiivr 
bimseil,  and  set  uttn  to  guard  the  cily.  and 
gave  thtm  command  tu  take  care  that  noU  <ly 
got  privately  out  ot  it,  but  to  kiil  such  as 
attempted  so  to  do;  and  on  the  next  Uuy  he 
went  doHn  to  the  lake,  and  cunnuunaeU  ihtit 
%'essels  should  be  litted  up.  in  order  lo 
pursue  those  that  bad  escaped  m  ilie  »ii)p». 
These  vesseK  were  quickly  golu-n  teuuy 
accordingly,  because  there  was  great  plenty  of 
niateiials,  and  u  great  number  (*1  uriilicers 
also. 

7.  Now  this  lake  of  Gennesareth  is  so 
called  from  the  country  adjoining  tu  it.  Its 
breadth  is  forty  furlongs,  and  its  length  one 
hundred  and  forty;  its  waters  are  sweet,  and 
very  agreeable  lor  drinking,  for  they  are  hner 
than  the  thick  waters  ot  other  lens;  the  lake 
is  also  pure,  ami  on  every  side  enns  (Urectly 
at  tlie  shores  and  at  the  sand;  it  is  also  ot  a 
temperate  nature  ulien  you  draw  it  up,  and  of 
a  more  gentle  nature  than  river  or  tountajh 
water,  anu  yet  alv\ays  cooler  than  one  could 
expect  in  so  uilfuse  a  place  as  this  is.  Now 
when  This  water  is  kept  in  the  open  air,  it  is 
as  cold  as  thai  snow  which  the  country 
people  are  accustomed  to  make  by  night  in 
summer.  There  are  several  kiiuis  of  Hsh  in  it, 
dilfertm  both  to  the  taste  and  the  sight  from 
tiiose  eUeuhere:  it  h  divided  into  tuu  parts 
by  the  river  Jordan.  Now  Fanium  is  thought 
to  be  the  fountain  of  Jordan,  but  in  reality  it 
is  earned  tbiihcr  after  an  occult  manner  from 
the  place  called  Phiala:  this  place  lies  as  you 
go  up  to  Trachonitis,  and  is  a  hundred  and 
twenty  fui longs  from  Cesarea,  and  is  not  lar 
out  ol  the  road  on  tlie  right  hand;  and  indeed 
it  halh  Us  name  of  Phiala  [vial  or  bowlj  very 
justly,  Ironi  the  rouiulness  of  its  circumfer- 
ence, as  being  rounu  like  a  wheel;  lis  water 
continues  always  up  to  its  edges,  without 
either  sinking  or  running  over;  und  as  thi-^ 
origin  ot  Jordan  was  formerly  nol  kiH»v\ii,  it 
wa»  discovered  so  to  be  wiieii  Piuiip  uii*  t,e-* 
trarch  of  Trachonitis;  for  be  hau  chatf  thrown 
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into  Phiala,  and  it  was  found  at  Panium, ' 
"  inT>?  file  ancients  thought  the  fountain-htad 
"I  tnf  river  was,  whither  it  had  been  there- 
lorn  i-arrieii  [by  the  waters].  As  for  Paiiium  ^ 
i''>-lf,  its  natural  beauty  had  been  improved 
I'v  llie  royal  liberality  of  Agrippa,  and  adorned 
at  his  expenses.  Now  Jordan's  visible  stream 
irises  i'rcLii  this  cavern,  and  divides  the 
marshes  and  fens  of  the  lake  Senicchonitis; 
when  it  hath  run  auother  hundred  and  twenty 
ffirloiiRS,  it  lir>t  passes  by  the  city  Julias,  and 
then  passes  through  the  middle  of  the  lake 
(Jeiinesareth;  after  which  it  runs  a  long  way 
over  a  desert,  and  then  makes  its  exit  into  the 
lake  Asphaltitis. 

8.  The  country  also  that  lies  over-against 
this  lake  hath  the  same  name  of  Gennesareth ; 
ts  nature  is  wonderful  as  well  as  its  beauty; 
its  soil  is  so  fruitful  that  all  sorts  of  trees  can 
Mrf)w  upon  it,  and  the  inhabitants  accordingly 
plant  all  sorts  of  trees  there;  for  the  temper 
of  the  air  is  so  well  mixed,  that  it  agrees  very 
Weil  with  those  several  sorts,  particularly  wal- 
nuts, which  require  the  coldest  air,  dourisb 
there  in  vast  plfuty;  there  are  palm-trees  also, 
which  grow  best  in  hot  air;  fig-trees  also  and 
olives  grow  near  them,  which  yet  require  an 
nir  that  is  more  temperate.  One  may  lall  this 
;ilace  the  amljition  of  nature,  where  it  torce? 
those  plants  that  are  naturally  eieiiiies  to  onj 
another  to  agree  together:  it  is  a  happy  con- 
ti'iition  of  the  seasons,  as  if  every  one  of  thcin 
l.iid  claim  to  this  country;  for  it  not  only  iio't- 
lishes  different  sorts  of  autumnal  fruit  beyond 
men's  expectation,  but  preserves  them  a  great 
while;  it  supplies  men  with  the  principal 
fruits,  with  grapes  and  figs  continually,  du.-ing 
tiMi  months  of  the  year,*  and  the  rest  of  the 
fruits  as  they  b'ecoiiie  ripe  together,  through 
the  whole  year;  for  besides  the  good  tempe- 
rature  of  the  air,  it  is  also  watered  frooi  a 
most  fertile  fountain.  The  people  of  the 
country  call  it  Capharnaum.  Some  have 
tliought  it  to  be  a  vein  of  the  Nile,  because  it 
[iroduees  the  Coracin  fish  as  well  as  that  hike 
does  which  is  near  to  Alexandria.  The 
leni^th  of  this  country  extends  itself  along  the 
banks  of  this  lake  that  bears  the  same  name, 
for  thirty  furlongs,  and  is  in  breadth  twenty; 
and  this  is  the  nature  of  that  place. 

9.  But  now,  when  the  vessels  were  gotten 
ready,  Vespasian  put  upon  ship-board  as 
many  of  his  forces  as  he  thought  sudicient  to 
be   too   hard   for  those  that  were  upon  the 

•  it  niay  be  worth  our  white  to  observe  here,  that  neal 
l'ii>  i.,l,e„f(;(.-niiesareth  grapes  and  tig>  lian'.;  on  tti«^  trees 
T'-u  months  of  the  year.  We  may  observe  also,  tliat  in 
<*yril  of  jerusaletiL,  Catechefc.  xviii.  Bed.  :t  whicli  was 
detivereil  not  long  betore  t'aater,  there  were  no  Iresh 
leavt.*s  of  fiK-trees.  nor  hunches  of  fresh  crajies  in  .lo'lea; 
(•o  that  when  St.  Mark  Bays,  ch.  XI  ver  13  tlial  oor 
SuVionr.  siion  after  the  s.ime  lime  ol  the  >ear.  came  and 
'•  fonnd  leaves  ••  ..n  a  tiK-tree  near  Jerusalem.  I*iit  ■*  no 
S'-i.  beca-jse  the  time  of"  new*-  hgs''  ri[H-nim:"  was  io)t 
ver,"  he  .sHys  very  trne;  nor  were  they  therefore  otrter 
than  "M  leaves  which  our  Saviour  saw.  anil  ol.i  hi.'s 
w;»ch  oe  expected,  and  whieh  »-ven  w^th  us  conimool> 
naoi'    A  the  trees  ail  winter  lou;;. 


lake,  and  set  sail  after  them.  Now  the?e 
which  were  driven  into  the  lake  could  neither 
liy  to  the  land,  where  all  was  in  their  ene- 
mies' hand,  and  in  war  against  them,  nor 
could  they  fight  upon  the  level  by  sea,  for  their 
ships  were  small  and  fitted  only  for  piracyj 
they  were  too  weak  to  fight  with  Vespa- 
sian's vessels,  and  the  mariners  that  were  in 
them  were  so  few,  that  they  were  afraid  to 
come  near  the  Uomans,  who  attacked  them  in 
great  numbers.  However,  as  they  sailed 
round  about  the  vessels,  and  sometimes  as 
they  came  near  them,  they  threw  stones  at 
the  Romans  when  they  were  a  good  way  off, 
or  came  closer  and  fought  them;  yet  did 
they  receive  the  greatest  harm  themselves  in 
both  cases.  As  for  the  stones  they  threw  at 
the  Romans,  they  only  made  a  sound  one 
after  anothtr.  for  they  threw  them  against  such 
as  were  in  their  armour,  rvhile  tlie  Uoman 
darts  coiilil  reach  the  Jews  themselves;  and 
when  they  veiitiireil  to  come  lear  the  Romans, 
they  became  sulTeiers  themselves  before  they 
could  do  any  harm  to  the  other,  and  were 
drowned,  they  and  their  ships  together.  As 
for  those  that  endeavoured  to  come  to  an 
actual  fight,  the  Romans  ran  many  of  them 
throiich  witli  their  long  poles.  Sometimes 
the  Romara  leaped  into  their  ships,  with 
swords  in  their  hands,  and  slew  them;  but 
when  some  of  them  met  the  vessels,  the 
Romans  caught  them  by  the  middle,  and 
destroyed  at  once  their  ships  and  themselves 
who  were  taken  in  them.  Anil  for  such  as 
were  drowning  in  the  sea,  if  they  lifted  their 
heads  up  above  the  water  they  were  either 
killed  by  darts,  or  caught  by  the  vessels, 
but  if,  in  the  desperate  case  they  were  in, 
they  attemptetl  to  swim  to  their  enemies,  the 
Uomans  cut  off  either  their  heads  or  their 
hands;  and  indeed  they  were  destroyed  after 
various  manners  everywhere,  till  the  rest, 
being  put  to  flight,  were  forced  to  get  upon  the 
'  land,  while  the  vessels  encompassed  them 
'about  [on  the  sea]:  but  as  many  of  these 
i  were  repulsed  when  they  were  getting  ashore, 
!  they  were  killed  by  the  darts  upon  the  lake; 
and  the  Romans  leaped  out  of  their  vessels, 
and  destroyed  a  great  many  more  upon  the 
land:  one  might  then  see  the  lake  all  bloody, 
and  full  of  dead  bodies,  for  not  one  of  thein 
escaped.  And  a  terrible  stink,  and  a  very 
sad  sight  there  was  on  the  following  days 
over  that  country;  for  as  for  the  shores,  they 
were  full  of  shipwrecks,  and  of  dead  bodies 
all  swelled;  and  as  the  dead  bodies  were 
u-.flamed  by  the  sun,  and  putrefied,  they  cor- 
i  rupted  the'air,  insomuch  that  the  misery  was 
!  -tot  only  the  object  of  commiseration  to  the 
'Jews,  but  to  those  that  hated  them,  and  had 
I  been  the  authors  of  that  misery.  This  was 
I  the  upshot  of  the  sea-fight.  The  number  o> 
i  the  slain,  including  those  that  were  kiu'ed-  ir. 
I  the    citv  before,   was    six    thousand  and  five 


hundred. 
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10.  After  this  flight  was  over,  Vespasian 
sac  upon  bis  tribunal  at  Taricbes,  in  orJtfr 
to  iii?>tiiig^iik3ii  tilt:  ioreigners  troiii  the  olii  in- 
bai>u.inL;;  tor  tlo^e  furei^ners  appear  to  have 
bt-gun  t;.e  uur.  bo  he  Ueliuerdied  with  tne 
Other  commanders,  whether  he  ought  to  save 
those  old  inbahitants  or  uot.  And  \vheii 
tho?e  couiinufiderb  alleged  that  the  iii:>inis»iun 
of  them  would  be  to  his  own  di?«dvanta^, 
becau^f,  when  they  were  once  set  at  liberty, 
they  would  not  be  ut  rest,  since  they  would 
be  people  destitute  of  proper  habitations,  and 
would  be  able  to  compel  such  as  they  tied  to, 
to  ti^bt  again:st  us,  Vespasian  acknowledged 
that  tht-y  did  not  deserve  to  be  saved,  and 
that  if  they  liad  leave  given  them  to  Ay  away, 
they  would  make  use  ol'  it  against  those  that 
gave  tbeni  that  leave.  ButsliU  he  considered 
with  hiiuseU'  after  what  maimer  they  should 
be  slain;*  for  it'  be  had  them  slain  there,  he 
suspected  the  people  of  the  country  would 
thereby  become  his  enemies;  for  that  to  be 
cure  lhe>  would  never  bear  it,  that  so  many 
that  had  been  supplicants  to  him  should  be 
killed;  and  to  otter  violence  to  them,  after 
be  bad  given  them  assuranees  of  their  lives, 
he  could  not  himtsclf  bear  to  do  it.  How- 
ever, bis  friends  were  too  hard  for  him,  and 
pretended  that  nothing  against  Jews  could  be 
any  imp'ety,  and  that  he  ought  to  prefer  what 
was  proiiiable  before  what  was  tit  to  be  done, 
where  both   could  not  be  made  cousisteut. 


So  be  gave  tbem  an  ambiguoas  liberty  to  do 
LS  they  advised,  and  perrailted  the  pnsoners 
tc  go  along  no  other  road  than  that  which 
leu  to    Tiberias   only.      So  they  readily  be 

1  lie^  cd  what  they  desired  to  be  true,  und  went 

I  along  securely,  with  their  effects,  the  way 
which  was  allowed  tbem,  while  the  liomans 
seized  upon  :iU  the  road  that  led  to  Tiberias, 
that  none  tA'  them  might  go  out  of  it,  and 
shut  them  up  in  the  city.  Then  caroe  Ves- 
r>aai:in,  and  ordered  them  all  to  stand  in  the 
stadium,  aiMi  commanded  tbem  to  kill  the 
old  men,  together  with  the  others  that  were 
useless,  who  were  in  number  a  thousand  and 
two  hundred.  Out  of  the  young  men  he 
chose  six  thousand  of  the  strongest,  and  sent 
tbem  to  Noro,  to  dig  through  the  Isthmus, 
and  sold  the  remainder  for  slaves,  being  thirty 
thousand  and  four  hundred,  besides  such  as 
he  made  a  present  of  to  AgKppa;  for  as  to 
those  that  belonged  to  his  kingdom,  be  gave 
him  leave  to  do  what  be  pleased  with  them; 
however,  the  king  sold  these  also  for  slaves; 
but  for  the  rest  of  the  multitude,  who  were 

,  Trachonites,  and  Gaulanites,  and  of  Hippos, 
and    some    of  Gadara,    the  greatest    part  of 

,  them  were  seditious  persons  and  fugitives, 
who  were  of  such  shameful  characters  that 
they  preferred  war  before  peace.      These  pri- 

'  souera  were  taken  on  the  eighth  day  of  the 

I  month  Gorpiaeus  [Eiul]. 


BOOK  IV. 

CONTAlTftNO  THB  INTBBVaL  OF  ABOUT  OWl  TBAI. 

FROM   THE    SIEGE   OF   GAMALA   TO   THE   COMING    OF   TITUS   TO 

BESIEGE   JERUSALEM. 


CHAPTER  L 


THE  SIEGE  AND   TAKING  OF  GAMALA. 

§  1.  Now  all  those  Galileans  who,  after  the 
taking  of  Jotapata,  had  revolted  from  the  Ro- 
mans, did,  upon  the  conquest   of  Tariches, 

•  This  IB  the  roost  cruel  and  barbarous  action  Ihal 
Ve*^pasian  ever  did  in  lUiii  whulc  war.  as  he  i):<l  it  wi;li 
preat  rriiietBlic«  also.  Il  was  dune  boih  aftrr  public 
avfiNRuire  tlivt-u  ot  sparine  Ihr  prisuoc-rs'  lives,  and 
»b^n  all  knew  and  Cuiile:ssed  that  Hies**  priMJUtrs  were 
no  Way  liuiHy  of  any  ?e<iinoii  against  !lie  hunia.i>s  ^^J^ 
iitdevd  did  'Jitus  du'w  gtTe  '>>«  Ci'Useot,  »u  l:ir  as  appeals. 


f  deliver  themselves  up  to  them  again.  And  the 
I  Romans  received  all  the  fortresses  and  the 
cities,  excepting  Giscbala  and  those  that  bad 
seized    upon    mount    Tabor ;    Gamala    also 

nor  CTer  act  of  hitDaelf  »o  barbarously;  nay.  soon  afte 
:ljt^  Titus  grtrw  quite  wear)  of  shedding  blood  and  o 
punUhiKfE  tbe  inoucent  with  tbe  cuilt).  and  i(a«e  thi 
pe.tpW  t>f  Ui->clia.la  leave  tu  keep  the  Jewish  Nabbath 
b.  IV.  ch  il  sccL  i  0.  in  ibe  midst  uf  their  sieue.  Nwi 
T^as  Vesp«<uan  UL^puKd  to  do  what  lie  did.  till  hie  wf!)cer 
^r»uadrd  litui.  and  ibal  fri<iD  two  pfii>cu>al  l<'pica 
VIZ  Diat  iiutliiiit:  c<jU)d  be  uitjusl  Ibat  wan  don-:  acaiua 
JtrWs;  and  tii.it  vvhrii  both  diiu^'t  l>e  CuD&lsteDt.  advan 
icu^r  ti.uai  preTtui  u%er  juaticT-. — Admirahic  cuuit  flo& 
tiiiie5  tbc»e' 
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which  is  a  city  over  agun!<t  Tarichec,  but  on 
the  other  side  of  the  lake,  conspired  with 
them.  This  city  lay  upon  the  borders  of 
Agrlppa's  kingdom,  as  ako  did  Sogana  and 
Seleucia.  And  these  were  both  parts  of  Gau- 
liiiiitis:  for  Sogana  was  a  part  of  that  called 
the  Upper  Gaiitanitis,  as  was  Oaixiala  of  tbe 
Lower;  while  Seleucia  w'as  situated  at  the 
lake  Semechonitis,  which  lake  is  thirty  furlongs 
in  breadth,  end  sixty  in  lengtlt;  its  marshes 
reach  as  far  as  tbe  place  Daphne,  which  in 
other  respects,  is  a  delicious  place,  and  hath 
such  fountains  as  supply  water  to  what  is 
called  Little  Jordan,  under  the  temple  of  tbe 
golden  calf,*  where  it  is  sent  into  Great  Jor- 
dan. Now  Agrippa  had  unite<l  Sogana  and 
Seleucia  by  leagues  to  himself,  at  the  very 
beginning  of  the  revolt  from  the  Romans; 
yet  did  not  Gamala  accede  to  them,  but  relied 
upon  the  dilliculty  of  the  place,  which  was 
greater  than  that  of  Jotapata,  for  it  wu^i  situ- 
ated upon  a  rough  ridge  of  a  high  mountain, 
with  a  kind  of  neck  in  the  middle:  where  it 
begins  to  ascend,  it  lengthens  itself,  and 
declines  as  much  downward  before  as  behind, 
insomuch  that  it  is  like  a  camel  in  ligure, 
from  whence  it  is  so  named,  although  the  peo- 
ple of  tbe  country  do  not  pronounce  it  accu- 
rately. Both  on  the  side  and  tbe  face  there 
are  abrupt  parts  divided  from  tbe  rest,  and 
ending  in  vast  deep  valleys;  yet  are  the  parts 
behind,  where  they  are  joined  to  the  moun- 
tain, somewhat  easier  of  a>cent  than  the  other ; 
but  then  the  people  belonging  to  the  place 
hai'e  cut  an  oblique  ditch  there,  and  made  that 
bard  to  be  ascended  also.  On  its  aecUvity, 
which  is  straight,  houses  are  built,  and  those 
very  thick  and  close  to  one  another.  Tbe 
city  also  hangs  so  strangely,  that  it  looks  as  if 
It  would  fall  down  upon  itself,  so  sharp  is  it 
at  the  top.  It  is  exposed  to  tbe  south;  and 
its  southern  mount,  which  reaches  to  an 
immense  height,  was  in  the  nature  of  a  cita- 
del to  tbe  city;  and  above  that  was  a  preci- 
pice, not  walled  about,  hut  extending  itFeil  to 
an  immense  de-pth.  There  was  also  a  spring 
of  water  within  the  wall,  at  the  utmost  liuiils 
of  the  city. 

'2.  As  this  city  was  naturally  bard  to  be 
taken,  so  had  Josepbus,  by  building  a  wall 
Rbout  it,  made  it  still  stronger,  as  also  by 
ditches  and  mines  under  ground.  The  peo- 
ple that  were  in  it  were  made  more  bold  by 
the  nature  of  tbe  place  than  tbe  people  of 
Jotapata  had  been,  but  it  bad  much  fewer 
iighung  men  in  it;  and  they  had  such  a  conli- 
dence  in  tbe  situation  of  tbe  place,  that  tbey 
thought  the  enemy  could  not  be  too  many  for 
them;  for  the  city  had  been  filled  with  those 

•  Heie  we  havi-  the  e^act  situation  of  one  of  Jerobo- 
am's ■'  (*o]iJeii  calves,**  at  Itie  exit  of  Lnlle  Jontao,  into 
<ireat  J(ird.in.  near  a  pliice  called  Daphne,  but  of  old 
Dan.  See  tlie  note  on  Anli^j.  b.  viii.cli.  viii.  sect.  4-  But 
Iceland  suspeftii  tbat  even  bere  we  should  read  Dan 
Instead  of  Daphne,  there  tieins  nowheie  else  any  mcn- 
tUtn  ui  A  ;*lai:e  called  Daplioe  KercabuuU. 


that  had  £ed  to  it  for  safety,  on  account  cf  its, 
strength;    on  which  account  tbey  had  been 
able  to  resist  those   whom   Agrippa  sent  to 
besiege  it  for  seven  months  together. 

3.  But  Vespasian  removed  from  Eramaus, 
where  he  bad  last  pitched  bis  camp  before  tils 
city  Tiberias  (now  Kmmaus,  if  it  be  inter- 
preted, may  be  rendered  *'a  warm  bath,"  for 
therein  is  a  spring  of  warm  water,  usetul  for 
healing),  and  came  to  Gamala;  yet  was  its 
situation  such  that  he  was  not  able  to  encom- 
pass it  all  round  with  sohliers  to  watch  it;  but 
where  tbe  places  were  practicable,  be  set  men  to 
watch  it,  and  seized  upon  tbe  mountain  which 
was  over  it.  And  as  the  legions,  according  to 
their  usual  custom,  were  fortifying  their  camp 
upon  that  mountain,  he  began  to  cast  up 
banks  at  the  bottom,  at  the  part  towards  the 
east,  where  the  highest  tower  of  the  whole 
city  was,  and  where  the  fifteenth  legion  pitched 
their  camp;  while  the  fifth  hgion  did  duty 
over-against  the  midst  of  the  city,  and  wbiUt 
the  tenth  legion  filled  up  the  ditches  and  val- 
leys. Now  at  this  time  it  was  that  as  king 
Agrippa  was  come  nigh  tbe  walls,  and  was 
endeavouring  to  speak  to  those  that  were  on 
the  walls  about  a  surrender,  he  was  bit  with 
a  stone  on  his  right  elbow  by  one  of  the  sling- 
ers;  he  was  then  immediately  surrounded 
with  bis  own  men.  But  tbe  Komans  were 
excited  to  set  about  tbe  siege,  by  their  indig- 
nation on  tbe  king's  account,  and  by  their  fear 
on  their  own  account,  as  concluding  that 
those  men  would  omit  no  kinds  of  barbarity 
against  foreigners  and  enemies,  who  were  so 
enraged  against  one  of  their  own  nation,  and 
one  that  advised  them  to  nothing  but  what 
was  for  their  own  advantage. 

4.  Now  when  tbe  banks  were  finished, 
which  was  done  on  the  sudden,  both  by  tli6 
multitude  of  bands,  and  by  their  being  accus- 
toineil  tosuch  work,  tbey  broughtthe machines ; 
but  Chares  and  Joseph,  who  were  the  most 
potent  men  of  tbe  city,  set  their  armed  men 
in  order,  though  already  in  a  fright,  because 
tbey  did  not  suppose  that  the  city  could  hold 
out  long,  since  they  bad  not  a  sufficient 
quantity  either  of  water,  or  of  other  neces- 
saries. However,  these  their  leaders  encou- 
raged them,  and  brought  them  out  upon  the 
wall,  and  for  a  while  indeed  they  drove  away 
those  that  were  bringing  tbe  machines;  but 
when  those  machines  threw  darts  and  stones 
at  them,  they  retired  into  the  city;  then 
did  tbe  Uomaiis  bring  battering  rams  to 
three  several  places,  and  made  the  wall  shake 
[and  fall].  They  then  poured  in  over  the 
parts  of  the  wail  that  were  thrown  down,  with 
a  mighty  sound  of  trumpets  and  noise  of 
armour,  and  with  a  shout  of  the  soldiers,  and 
brake  in  by  force  upon  those  that  were  in  the 
city;  but  these  aii:n  fell  upon  the  Romans 
for  some  time,  at  their  first  entrance,  and  pre- 
vented their  going  any  farther,  and  with  great 
courage    beat    them    back;    and  the  Romans 
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were  80  overpowered  by  the  greater  multi- 
tude of  the  people,  who  beat  tbera  on  every 
side,  that  they  were  obliged  to  run  into  the 
upper  parts  of  the  city.     Whereupon  the  peo- 
ple turned  about,  and  fell  upon  their  enemies, 
who  had  attacked  them  and  thrust  them  down 
to  the  lower  parts,  and  as  they  wtre  distressed 
bv  the  narrowness  and  difficulty  ot  the  place, 
slew  them;  and  as  these  RotiiarTs  could  neither  , 
beat  those  back  that  were  ahove  them,  nor' 
escape  the  force  of  their  own  men  that  were  ' 
forcing  their    way  fijrward,   they   were  com-  I 
peiled  to  fly  into  their  enemies'  bouses,  which 
were  low;  but  these  houses  being  thus  full  of  i 
soldiers,  whose  weight  they  could  not  bear,  fell 
down  suddenly  ;  and  when  one  house  fell,  it 
shook  down  a  great  many  of  those  that  were 
under  it,  as  did  tho^^  do  to  such  as  were  un- 
der them.     By  this  mean-i  u  va^t  number  of 
the  Romans  perished;   for  they  were  ?o  ter- 
ribly distressed,  that,  although  they  saw  the 
houses  subsiding,  they  were  itmipelled  to  leap 
upon  the  tops  of  them;  so  that  a  great  many  | 
were  ground  to  powder  by  these  ruins,  aiKl  a] 
great  many  of  those  that  got  from  under  them 
lost  some  of  their  limbs,   but  still  a  greater 
number  were  suffi^cated  by  the  dust  that  arose 
trora   those   ruins.       The   people   of   Guinala 
supposed  this  to  be  an  assistance  atforded  them 
by  God,  aiHl  without  ret^ardiiig  what  damage 
tbeysuffered  themseWes, tbey  pressed  forward, 
and  thrust  the  enemy  upon  the  tops  ot  their 
houses;  and  when  they  stumbled  in  the  sharp 
and    narrow    streets,    and    were    perpetually 
tumbling  down,  they  threw  their   stones  or  i 
darts  at  them,  and  slew  them.     Now  the  very 
ruins  alTorded  them  stones  enow;  and  for  iron 
wi  apons,  the  dead  men  of  the  enemy's  side 
afforded  ibein  what  they  wanted;  lor  drawing 
the  swords  of  those  that  were  dead,  the)  made 
use  of  them  to  despatch  such  as  were  only  half 
dead;  nay,  there  were  a  great  number  who, 
upon  their  falling  down  from  the  tops  of  the 
houses,  stabbed   themselves,   aini    died    after 
that  manner:  nor  imieed  was  it  easy  Ibr  those 
that   were  beaten  buck  to  tly  away;  for  they 
were  so  unacquainted  with  the  wa\s,  and  the 
dust  was  so  ttncK,  that  they  wandered  about 
without  knowing  one  anotlier,  and  fell  down 
dead  among  the  crowd. 

5.  Those  therefore  that  were  able  to  find 
the  ways  out  of  the  city  retired.  But  now 
Vespasian  always  staid  among  those  that  were 
burd  set;  for  be  was  deeply  atfected  with 
seeing  the  ruins  of  the  city  tailing  upoT.  bis 
army,  and  forgot  to  take  care  of  his  own  pre- 
servation. He  went  up  gradually  towards 
the  highest  parts  of  the  city  betore  he  was 
aware,  and  was  left  in  the  uiidst  of  da::gers, 
having  only  a  very  few  with  him;  for  even 
his  son  Titus  was  not  with  him  at  that  tune, 
hiving  been  then  sent  into  Ssria  to  Muciatms, 
HoA'ever,  be  thought  it  not  safe  to  dy,  nor 
did  be  esteem  it  a  tit  thing  for  hini  to  no; 
but  calling  to  mind  the  uctions  he  had  done 


from  his  youth,  and  recollecting  bis  courBfie, 
as  if  he  had  been  excited  by  a  dJTine  far?,  he 
covered  himself  and  those  that  were  wilu  bi»> 
with  their  shields,  and  formed  a  testudo  over 
both  their  bodies  and  their  armour,  and  bure 
up  against  the  enemy's  attacks,  who  caine 
running  down  from  the  top  of  the  city;  and 
without  !>bowing  any  dread  at  the  multitude 
of  the  men  or  of  their  darts,  be  endured  ali,, 
until  the  enemy  took  notice  of  that  civine 
courage  that  was  within  him,  and  remitted  of 
their  attacks;  and  when  they  pressed  lesd 
/e-.ilously  upon  him,  he  retired,  though  with- 
out showing  Lis  back  to  them,  till  he  wad 
gotten  out  of  the  walls  of  the  city.  2>ow  a 
great  number  of  the  Koinans  fell  m  this  bat- 
tle, among  whom  was  Ebutius,  tiie  decurion, 
a  man  who  appeared  not  only  in  this  engage- 
ment, wherein  he  fell,  but  everywhere,  and 
in  titrmer  engagements,  to  be  of  the  truest 
courage,  and  one  that  had  done  very  great 
mischief  to  the  Jews.  But  there  was  a  cen- 
tuiion,  whose  name  was  Onllus,  who,  during 
this  disorder,  liemg  encompassed  about,  be 
uiid  ten  other  sohiiers  privately  crept  into  the 
bouse  of  a  certain  person,  where  be  heard 
them  talking  at  supper  what  the  people  in- 
tended to  do  against  ibe  Romans,  or  about 
tbeuiselves  {ior  both  the  man  himself  and 
those  with  him  were  Svrians).  So  he  got  up 
in  the  night-time,  and  cut  all  their  throats, 
ur.d  escaped,  together  with  Lis  soldiers,  to  the 
lioma'.is. 

6.  And  now  Vespasian  comforted  bis  anny, 
which  was  much  Otjeeted,  by  rttJecting 
OQ  their  ill  success,  and  because  they  had 
ncTcr  before  fallen  into  such  a  calamity,  and, 
besides  this,  becau:^  they  were  greatly 
ashamed  that  they  bad  left  their  general  ulune 
in  great  dangers.  As  to  what  concerned  him- 
self, be  avoiued  to  say  any  thing,  that  be  might 
by  no  means  seem  to  complain  of  it;  but  he 
said  that  ^"^  we  ou^^ht  to  bear  manfully  what 
usually  falls  out  in  war.  and  ibis,  by  consi- 
dering what  the  nature  of  war  is,  and  bow  it 
can  never  be  that  we  mu:^t  conquer  without 
bk>odshed  on  our  own  side;  for  there  stands 
about  us  that  tortune  which  is  of  its  own 
nature  mutable;  that  while  they  had  killed  so 
many  ten  thousands  of  the  Jews,  they  bad 
now  paid  their  small  &hare  of  the  reckoning 
to  tate;  and  as  it  is  the  part  of  weak  people 
to  be  too  much  putfed  up  with  good  success, 
so  is  it  the  part  of  cowards  to  be  too  much 
atfrightetl  at  that  which  is  ill;  for  the  ebaitge 
from  the  one  to  the  other  is  sudden  on  both 
sides ;  and  he  is  the  best  warrior  who  is  of 
a  sober  mind  under  misfortunes,  that  be  may 
continue  in  l^at  temper,  aiHJ  eheerfuDy 
recover  what  hath  been  lost  fonnerU  ;  and  as 
fur  what  had  now  iiappeued,  it  was  neither 
owing  to  their  own  etieminacj,  nor  to  the 
valour  of  the  Jews,  but  tbe  dilficuUy  ol  tiiQ 
place  was  the  occasion  of  their  ac^-aiitnge,  and 
uf  our  disappoinimeiit.      ijpon   r^^ticctiitK  <v- 


CRAP.  I. 


WARS  OF  THE  JEWS. 


677 


\fbVh  matter  one  mif^ht  Wame  vour  zeal  hs 
jiprt^pflv  urip'overnabl*';  for  when  the  enemy 
haU  re'.ired  to  tbeir  highest  fastnesses,  y<ui 
ought  to  have  restrained  yourselves,  mid  nut, 
by  presenting-  yourseiws  at  the  top  of  the 
r:*"y,  to  be  exposed  to  dangers;  but  upon 
wTn^r  havinp^  obtained  the  lower  parts  of  the 
city,  you  oui;ht  to  have  provoked  tbo^e  that 
Ijad  retired  thither  to  a  «ife  and  settled  hat- 
tie;  whereas,  in  ru>>hing'  so  hastily  upon  vic- 
tory, you  toiik  no  care  of  your  own  safety. 
Jiut  thU  incaiitioiisness  in  war,  and  this  inii<U 
nesj  ot  zeal,  is  not  a  Roman  maxim.  W'liile 
we  perfuru)  all  that  we  attempt  by  skill  anrl 
L'ood  order,  that  procedure  is  only  the  part  of 
tMrlmri.UH,  and  is  what  the  Jews  chiedy  sup- 
purt  themsi'lves  i>y.  We  ought  therefore  to 
return  to  our  own  virtue,  and  to  be  rather 
aii>;ry  llian  any  longer  dejected  at  this  urdncky 
luistortune;  atid  let  every  one  seek  for  his 
own  eon-^oIation  from  his  own  hand;  for  by 
this  means  he  will  avenge  those  that  have 
l>een  destroyed,  aud  punish  those  that  have 
kJiU'd  them.  For  myself,  L  will  endeavour, 
as  I  have  now  done,  to  go  Hrst  before  you 
airainst  your  enemies  in  every  engagement, 
a4id  to  be  tin-  liat  that  retires  from  it." 

.  7-  So  Vespasiiin  encouraged  his  armv  by 
this  spei'cb;  but  for  the  people  of  GaniaJa-  it 
IwippencU  that  tliey  took  courage  for  a  UttJe 
while,  upon  6uch  great  and  unacrountable 
success  as  they  had  had.  But  when  tbrv  ron. 
sidered  with  thernselvi-s  thut  thev  hud  'i<iw  no 
iiopes  of  any  terms  of  accommodation,  ajid 
rerteetin;:^  upon  it  that  thev  could  not  tret 
AftViiy,  and  that  tbeir  provisions  tiegari  already 
tu  be  ^hort,  they  were  excetdingly  cast  down, 
and  their  courH^^e  tailed  them;  yet  a-d  they 
not  neglect  what  might  be  for  their  ceservj- 
tioTi,  so"  tar  as  they  were  able,  but  the  most 
courageous  a<noni;  them  guarded  toose  parts 
ol  the  wall  thill  were  beaten  down,  while  the 
luote  ii'tirm  did  the  same  to  the  rest  ot  ihe 
wall  J;hat  stili  remained  round  the  city. 
.-Vnd  as  the  Romans  raised  their  banks,  and 
atC«^mpled  lo  get  in'o  the  city  a  secon<l  tinie, 
a  great  inaay  of  them  tied  out  of  the  city 
tikrough  inipracticabie  valleys,  where  no  guards 
were  placed,  its  also  through  subterraneous 
citvern^;  while  those  that  were  atraid  ot  bting 
caught,  and  tor  thut  reason  staid  in  the  city, 
perished  lor  want  of  food;  for  what  food  they 
had  was  b.ought  together  from  all  quarters, 
Hi.d  reserved  lor  the  lighting  men. 

W.  And  ihe?e  were  the  hard  circumstances 
the    people    of    Gamala    were    in.      But    now 

Vesp.t?>iaii  went  about  other  work  by  the  by, 
during  this  siege,  and  that  was  to  subdue 
those  tiiat  had  seized  upon  Mount  Tabor,  a 
plaet;  that  lie>  in  the  middle  between  the  great 
pUkii  and  Scythopolis,  whose  top  is  elevated 
a»  high   as  thirty  furlongs,*  and  is  hardly  to 

•  Ttfip  fiitiii*)*-!-^  in  .'osepnus  of  tliirty  furlongs' 
Mrr-nl  l«  tit^  tiiii  111  Mount  laiior,  wlteUirr  «e  fstimaie 
U  u)  wuidiiit'  ami  grAiiiial,  or  b>  per  tfndi.i.ar  alutudc. 


be  ascended  on  its  north  side;  its  top  is  a  plain 
of  twenty-six  furlongs,  and  all  encompassed 
with  a  wall.  Now,  Josephus  erected  this  so 
long  a  wall  in  forty  days'  time,  and  furnished 
it  with  other  materials,  ajid  with  water  from 
below,  for  the  inhabitants  only  made  use  of 
rain  water;  as  therefore  there  was  a  great 
multitude  of  people  gotten  together  upon  this 
mountain,  Vespaaian  sent  I'lacidus,  with  ^ix 
hundred  horsemen,  thither.  Now,  as  it  was 
impossible  fur  hiui  to  ascend  the  mountain, 
be  invited  many  of  them  to  peace,  by  the 
olTer  of  his  right  hand  for  their  security,  and 
of  his  intercession  for  them.  Accordingly 
they  came  down,  but  with  a  treacherous 
design,  as  well  as  he  had  the  like  Creacherous 
design  upon  them  on  the  other  i>ide;  for  Pla- 
cidus  spoke  mildly  to  them,  as  aiming  to  take 
thein  when  he  got  them  into  the  plain;  they 
I  al.-<o  c;ime  down,  as  complying  with  his  pro- 
I  posals,  but  it  was  in  order  to  fall  upon  him 
j  when  he  wa^  not  aware  of  it:  however,  i*la- 
[  cidus's  stratagsin  was  too  hard  for  theirs;  for 
when  the  Jews  began  to  tight,  he  pretended 
to  run  away,  and  when  they  were  in  purauic 
ot  the  Upmuns,  he  enticed  tiieni  a  great  way 
along  the  plain,  and  tlien  made  his  horAcniL-n 
turn  back;  whereupon  he  beat  ihem,  and  slew 
j  a  ,^rcat  number  of  them,  and  cut  otf  the 
\  rvtreat  of  the  rest  of  the  multitude,  and  hin- 
d'^red  thefr  return.  So  they  left  Tabor,  anU 
tfd  to  J^Tusalem,  while  the  people  of  the 
••ountry  came  to  terms  with  him.  for  tluir 
n-ater  tiiiled  them,  and  so  the_)  delivered  up 
ttie  lUount^nn  and  thenjselves  lo  i'iaeiiius. 

\t.  But  ot  tlie  people  of  iiamala,  ihuse  that 
were  of  the  bohler  sort  lied  away  aud  hid 
-.iicmselves,  while  the  more  ijifinn  perished  by 
famine;  but  the  men  of  war  sustained  the 
siege  tdl  the  two-aiui-twenUeth  duy  of  the 
month  Jlyperlieretauis  [Ti»iiJ,  when  three  sol- 
diers of  the  litfeenth  legion,  about  the  morn* 
»nc-watch,  got  under  a  higli  tower  that  was 
near,  and  undermined  it  without  making  any 
noise;  nor  when  thty  either  caiae  to  it,  which 
waa  in  the  night-time,  nor  when  they  were  under 
n.  did  those  mat  guarded  it  perceive  them. 
Tnese  soldiers  then,  upon  their  coming,  avoided 
making  a   noise,  and  when    they  had    rolled 


UTfi  of  twenty-sii  furlongs'  circumftrence  up-in  the  |.ip, 
as  h\m>  tiltrcn  lurluiii;s  lor  tbl^  asi'eiil  in  l'iil>biii.s.  wiiii 
(je:.uiiu^N  pt^ffif  iiiliciilar  altitiult.-  i>i  ulio»st  t>'uri«^en  lur- 
'')ni;s  here  iiotf<l  I')  l>r.  '  I  Uilsun.  do  none  of  I.  nil  a^rre 
witli  tbe  atuliciilic  testiinony  ol  iMr,  Muundrel,  an  eye- 
witness (p.it;e  1  U},  who  ><k)s  he  was  not  ..n  liunr  in  t't- 
'.\n\i  up  III  Uie  iMp  •>!  tins  Mount  'I'dh»r.  and  Iliut  fie  area 
7t'  the  tup  i>  ml  uvai  ul  ali>>ul  two  Ini  lont^s  in  leii^tii.  and 
one  in  brrndiu.  >o  1  rudier  siipj).iNe  Ju»eptiu»  wiuie 
;i^ree  turloni;!*  for  tlie  axeiit  oi  allitii'le,  intilead  dI  imrly ; 
ind  six  Iiirloiig?!  tor  tue  circunilerence  .it  tiie  top,  inM'ud 
n[  twenly-(.is.— siiu;e  a  inuuntain  ul  only  llnee  lurlmi^s' 
perpeiiJii:uUr  dllilii'le  ui;i>  eiisil>  reijoire  near  an  Iiklii'I 

I  .cent;  and  tin-  ci'cuiiileienee  ol  an  <>val  of  tde  (ureeoiot; 
iruautity.  i-*  i.e.ir  9i\  liirl>ini,s.     Noi  ceitaimy  cou  d  wiich 

II  vast  tMiciimleienrj:'  as  twenly-MX  Inrl.inus.  or  lUreO 
iutie^  and  a  iju.irtei,  al  that  lieiti'il  l>e  eiic<i<>'pa>sed  wilti 
a  will.  inclii-liri4  a  tri-nen  and   ollici    (oi tiliiati.iu^  (per 

I  haps  llHt^e  )«tili  retit.ti.ai.  •>,  ibid  }.  lu  the  »iua.'l  iiilerva.!  o. 
lorly  da)s.  a^  Ju»'rpiiii;<  here  t^ivs  the)  were  by  biuiaeiL 
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Bway  five  of  its  strongest  stones,  they  went 
away  hastily;  whereupon  the  tower  fell  down 
en  a  sudden,  with  a  great  noi^^e,  and  its  guard 
fell  headlong  with  it;  so  that  tho>e  that  kept 
guard  at  other  places,  were  under  such  di;'- 
turbance,  that  they  ran  away;  the  Romans 
also  slew  many  of  those  that  ventured  to  op- 
porse  them,  among  whom  was  Joseph,  who  was 
sluin  by  a  dart,  as  he  was  running  away  over 
that  part  of  the  wall  that  was  broken  down: 
but  asthose  that  wereintheeity  were  greatlyaf- 
frighted  at  the  uoise,  tbey  ran  bithcrand  thither, 
and  a  great  consternation  fell  upon  them,  as 
tliough  all  the  enemy  had  fallen  in  at  once  upon 
them.  Then  it  was  that  Chares,  who  was  ill,  and 
under  the  physicians'  bands,  gave  up  the  ghost, 
the  fear  he  was  in  greatly  contributing  to  make 
bis  distemper  fatal  to  him.  But  the  Romans 
so  well  remembered  their  former  ill  success, 
that  tbey  diil  not  enter  the  city  till  the  three 
andtwentieth  dayof  the  fore-mentioned  month. 
10.  At  which  time  Titus,  who  was  now  re- 
turned, out  of  the  indignation  be  bad  at  the 
destruction  the  Uomans  bad  undergone  while 
he  was  absent,  took  two  hundred  chosen  horse- 
men, and  some  footmen  with  him,  and  entered 
without  noise  into  the  city.  Now,  as  the 
watch  perceived  that  he  was  coming,  they 
made  a  noise,  and  betook  themselves  to  their 
arms;  and  as  this  his  entrance  was  presently 
known  to  those  that  were  in  the  city,  some  of 
them  caught  hold  of  their  children  and  their 
wives,  and  drew  them  after  them,  and  fled 
away  to  the  citadel,  with  lamentations  and  cries, 
while  others  of  them  went  to  meet  Titus,  and 
were  killed  perpetually;  but  so  many  of  them 
as  were  hindered  from  rutming  up  to  the  cita- 
del, not  knowing  what  in  the  world  to  do,  fell 
among  the  Roman  guards,  while  the  groans 
of  those  that  were  killed  were  prodigiously 
great  everywhere,  and  blood  ran  dowii  over 
all  the  lower  parts  of  the  city,  from  the 
upper,  liut  then  Vespasian  himself  came  to 
bis  assistance  against  those  that  bad  Qed  to  the 
citadel,  and  brought  bis  whole  army  with 
him;  now  this  upper  part  of  the  city  was  every 
way  rocky,  and  ditBcult  of  ascent,  and  ele- 
vated to  a  vast  altitude,  and  very  full  of  people 
on  all  sides,  and  encompassed  with  precipices, 
whereby  the  Jews  cut  off  those  that  came  up 
to  them,  and  did  much  mischief  to  others  by 
their  darts,  and  the  large  stones  which  they 
lolled  down  upon  them,  while  they  were  them- 
selves so  high  that  the  enemy's  darts  could 
buruly  reach  them.  However,  there  arose 
sUei)  a  divine  storm  against  them  as  was  instru- 
mental to  their  destruction;  this  carried  the 
Roman  darts  upon  them,  and  made  those 
wiiich  they  threw  return  back,  and  drove  them 
obliquely  away  from  them :  nor  coulil  the 
Jews  indeed  stand  upon  their  precipices,  by 
reason  of  the  violence  of  the  wind,  havnig  no- 
tbuig  that  was  stabL*  to  stand  upon,  nor  could 
tbey  see  those  that  were  ascending  up  to  theiu; 
so  the  Kouraiib  got  up  and  surrounded  them. 


and  some  they  slewVtfore  they  could  defend 
themselves,  and  others  as  they  were  deliverinij* 
up  themselves;  and  the  remembrance  of  those 
that  were  slain  at  theii  former  entrance  into 
the  city  increased  their  rage  against  them  now; 
a  great  number  also  of  those  that  were 
surrounded  on  every  side,  and  despaired  of 
escaping,  threw  their  childicn  and  their  wives, 
and  themselves  also,  down  the  precipices,  into 
the  valley  beneath,  wbicb,  near  the  citadel, 
had  been  dug  hollow  to  a  vast  depth;  but  so 
it  happened,  that  the  anger  of  the  Romans 
appeared  not  to  be  so  extravagant  as  was  the 
madness  of  those  that  were  now  taken,  while 
the  Romans  slew  but  four  thousand,  whereas 
the  number  of  those  that  had  thrown  them- 
selves down  was  found  to  be  five  thousand: 
nor  did  any  one  escape  except  two  women, 
who  were  the  daughters  of  Pbilip,  and  Philip 
himself  was  the  son  of  a  certain  eminent  man 
called  Jacimus,  who  had  been  general  of  king 
Agrippa's  army ;  and  these  did  therefore 
escape,  because  tbey  lay  concealed  from  the 
sight  of  the  Romans  when  the  city  was  taken; 
for  otherwise  they  spared  not  so  much  as  the 
infants,  of  whom  many  were  flung  down  'oy 
them  from  the  citadel.  And  thus  was  Ga- 
inala  taken  on  the  three  and  twentieth  diy  of 
the  month  Hyperberetaeus[Tisri],  wberei>sthe 
city  had  first  revolted  on  the  four  and  twen- 
tieth day  of  the  month  Gorpixus  [Elul]. 


CHAPTER  IL 

THE  SCBRENDER  OP  THE  SMALL  CITT  OF 
GISCHALA;  JOHN  FLIES  PUOM  IT  TO  JEEti- 
SALEM. 

§  1.  Now,  no  place  of  Galilee  remained  f 
be  taken  but  the  small  city  of  Gischala,  who<* 
inhabitants  yet  were  desirous  of  peace;  lo< 
they  were  generally  husbandmen,  and  alwayi 
applied  themselves  to  cultivate  the  fruits  t* 
the  earth.  However,  there  were  a  great 
number  that  belonged  to  a  band  of  robbers, 
that  were  already  corrupted,  and  had  crept  in 
among  them,  and  some  of  the  governing  part 
of  the  citizens  were  sick  of  the  same  distem- 
per. It  was  John,  the  son  of  a  certain  man 
whose  name  was  Levi,  that  drew  them  into 
this  rebellion,  and  encouraged  them  in  it. 
He  was  a  cunning  knave,  and  of  a  temper 
that  could  put  on  various  shapes;  very  rash 
in  expecting  great  things,  and  very  sagacious 
in  bringing  about  what  be  hoped  for.  It  was 
known  to  every  body  that  he  was  fond  of  war, 
in  order  to  thrust  himself  into  authority;  and 
the  seditious  part  of  the  people  of  Gischala 
•vere  under  bis  management,  by  whose  means 
the  populace,  who  seemed  ready  to  send  ara- 
baiisadors  in  order  to  a  surrender,  waited  for 
the  coming  of  the  Romans  in  battle  array. 
Vespasian  sent  against  them  Titus,  with  a 
thousand  burseuien,  but  withdrew  the  tentii 
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te^on  to  Seythopoli?,  while  he  returned  to 
,  Oesarea,  with  the  two  other  legions,  that  he 
(nifht  nllow  them  to  refresh  themselves  after 
their  long  and  hard  campaign,  thinking  withal 
that  the  plenty  wliich  was  in  those  cities  would 
improve  tht-ir  hodies  and  their  spirits,  against 
the  difficulties  they  were  to  go  throagh  after- 
wards;  for  he  saw  there  would  be  occasion 
for  great  pains  aljout  Jerusalem,  which  was 
rot  yet  taken,  because  it  was  the  royal  city, 
and  the  principal  city  of  the  whole  nation; 
and  because  those  that  had  run  away  from  the 
war  in  other  places  got  all  together  thither. 
It  was  also  naturally  strong,  and  the  walls 
that  were  built  round  it  made  him  not  a  little 
concerned  about  it.  Moreover,  he  e6teeme<l 
the  men  that  were  in  it  to  be  so  courageous 
and  bold,  that  even  without  the  consideration 
of  the  walls,  it  would  be  hard  to  subdue  them; 
for  which  reason  he  took  care  of  ami  exer- 
cised  his  soldiers  beforehand  for  the  work,  as 
they  do  wrestlers  before  they  begin  their 
undertakinj;. 

2.  Now  Titus,  as  he  rode  up  to  Gischala, 
found  it  would  be  easy  for  him  to  take  the 
city  upon  the  first  onset;  but  knew  withal, 
that  if  he  took  it  by  force,  the  multitude 
would  be  destroyed  by  the  soldiers  without 
mercy.  (Now  he  was  already  satiated  with 
the  shedding  of  blood,  and  pitied  the  major 
part,  who  would  then  perish,  without  distinc- 
tion, together  with  the  guilty.)  So  he  was 
rather  desirous  the  city  might  be  surrendered 
up  to  him  on  terms.  Accordingly,  when  he 
euw  the  wall  full  of  those  men  that  were  of 
the  corrupted  party,  he  said  to  them,  —  That 
fli.'  could  not  but  wonder  what  it  was  they 
depemled  on,  when  they  alone  staid  to  fight 
the  Romans,  alter  every  other  city  was  taken 
by  them;  especially  when  they  have  seen 
cities  much  better  fortified  than  theirs  is, 
overthrown  by  a  single  attack  upon  them; 
ivhile  as  many  as  have  intrusted  themselves 
to  the  security  of  the  Romans'  right  hands, 
which  he  now  offers  to  them,  without  regard- 
ing their  former  insolence,  do  enjoy  their  own 
possessions  in  safety;  forthat  while  they  had 
Lupes  of  recovering  their  liberty,  they  might 
be  pardoned;  but  that  their  continuance  still 
in  their  opposition,  when  they  saw  that  to  be 
impossible,  was  inexcusable;  for  that,  if  they 
will  not  comply  with  such  humane  offers,  and 
right  hands  for  security,  they  should  have 
experience  of  such  a  war  as  would  spare 
nobody,  and  should  soon  be  made  sensible 
that  their  wall  would  be  but  a  tride,  when 
battered  by  the  Roman  machines;  in  depend- 
ing on  which,  they  demonstrate  themselves  to 
be  the  onlv  Galileans  that  were  no  better 
tl  an  arrogant  slaves  and  captives. 

3.  Now  none  of  the  populace  durst  not 
onlv  make  a  reply,  but  durst  not  so  much  as 
get  upon  the  wall,  for  it  was  all  taken  up  by 
the  robbers,  who  were  also  the  guard  at  the 
gates,  in  order  to  prevent  any  of  the  re.st  from 


going  out,  in  order  (o  propose  terms  of  sub- 
mis?ion,  and  from  receiving  any  of  the  horse- 
men into  the  city.     But  John  returned  Titus 
this  answer, — That  for  himself  he  was  content 
to  hearken  to  his  proposals,  and  that  he  would 
either  persuade  or  force  those   that  refused 
them.    Yet  he  said,  that  Titus  ought  to  have 
such   regard  to  the  Jewish  law,  as  to  gran 
them  leave  to  celebrate  that  day,  which  wa. 
the  seventh  day  of  the  week,  on  which  it  wai 
unlawful  not  only  to  remove  their  arms,  but 
even  to  treat  of  peace  also;  and  that  even  the 
Romans  were  not  ignorant  how  the  period  of 
the  seventh  day  vrvis  among  them  a  cessation 
from    all    labours;    and    that  he  who  should 
compel  them  to  transgress  the  law  about  that 
day,  would  be  equally  guilty  with  those  that 
were    compelled    to    transgress    it:    and  that 
this  delay  couldbeof nodisadvantage  to  him; 
for  why  should  any  boily  think  of  doing  any 
thing  in  the  night,  unless  it  was  to  fly  away? 
which  he  might  prevent  by  placing  his  camp 
round    about    them:     and    that    they    should 
thijik   it  a  great  point  gained,  if  they  might 
not  be  obliged  to  transgress  the  laws  of  their 
country;  and  that  it  would  be  a  right  thing 
for  him,  who  designed  to  grant  them   peace, 
without  their  expectation  of  such  a  favour,  to 
preserve  the  laws  of  those  they  saved  invio- 
lable.    Thus  did  this  man  put  a  trick  upon 
Titus,   not   so   much   out    of   regard    to    the 
seventh  day  as  to  his  own  preservation,  for  he 
was  afraid  lest  he  should  be  quite  deserted  if 
the  city  should  be  taken,  and  bad  his  hopes 
of  life  in  that  night,  and  in  his  flight  therein. 
Now  this  was  the  work  of  God,  who  there- 
fore preserved  this  John,  that  he  might  brinn 
on  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem;    as  also  ii 
was  his  work  that  Titus  was  prevailed  witli 
by   this   pretence   for  a   delay,   and    that    he 
pitched    his    camp    farther   olf    the    city    at 
Cydessa.      This  Cydessa  was  a  strong  medi- 
terranean village  of  the  Tyrians,  whieli  ahvajs 
hated  and  uiade  war  agaijist  the  Jews;  it  hau 
also  a  great  number  of  inhabitants,  and  was 
well  fortified;   which  made  it  a  proper  place 
for    such    as    were   enemies    to    the   Jewish 
nation. 

4.  Now,  in  the  night  time,  when  John  saw 
that  there  was  no  Roman  guard  about  the 
city,  he  seized  the  opportUTUty  directly,  and, 
taking  with  him  not  only  the  armed  men  that 
were  about  him,  but  a  considerable  number 
of  those  that  had  little  to  do,  together  with 
their  families,  he  (led  to  Jerusalem.  And 
indeed,  though  the  man  was  making  haste  to 
get  away,  and  was  tormented  with  fears  of 
being  a  captive,  or  of  losing  his  life,  yet  did 
he  prevail  with  himself  to  take  out  of  the 
city  along  with  him  a  multitude  of  women  and 
children,  as  far  as  twenty  furlongs;  but  there 
he  left  them  as  he  proceeded  farther  on  his 
journey,  where  those  that  were  left  behind 
made  sad  lamentations;  for  the  farther  every 
one  was  come  frnui  bis  own  people,  the  nearer 
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they  thought  themselves  to  be  to  their  ene- 
mies. They  also  affrighted  themselves  with 
this  thought,  that  those  who  wonld  carry  them 
into  captivity  were  just  at  hand,  and  still 
turned  themselves  back  at  the  mere  noise  they 
made  themselves  in  this  their  hasty  flight,  as 
if  those  from  whom  they  fled  were  just  upon 
them.  Many  also  of  them  missed  their  ways ; 
and  the  earnestness  of  such  as  aimed  to  outgo 
the  rest,  threw  down  many  of  them.  And 
.ndced  there  was  a  miserable  destruction  made 
oJ'  the  women  and  children;  while  some  of 
them  took  courage  to  call  their  husbands  and 
kini^men  back,  and  to  beseech  them,  with  the 
bitterest  lamentations,  to  stay  for  them;  but 
John's  exhortation,  who  cried  out  to  them  to 
save  themselves,  and  fly  away,  prevailed.  He 
said  also,  that  if  the  Romans  should  seize 
upon  those  whom  they  left  behind,  they  would 
be  revenged  on  them  for  it.  So  this  multi- 
tude that  run  thus  away  was  dispersed  abroad, 
according  as  each  of  them  was  aWc  to  run, 
one  faster  or  slower  than  another. 

5.  Kow  on  the  next  day  Titus  came  to  the 
wall,  to  make  the  agreement;  whereupon  the 
people  opened  their  gates  to  him,  and  came 
out  to  him,  with  their  children  and  wives,  and 
made  acclamations  of  joy  to  him,  as  to  one 
that  had  been  their  benefactor,  and  had  deli- 
vered   the    city    out   of    custody ;    they    also 
informed  him  of  John's  flight,  and  besought 
him  to  spare  them,  and  to  come  in  and  bring 
the  rest  of  those  that  were  for  innovations  to 
punishment;  but  Titus,  not  so  much  regard- 
id-:;  the  supplications  of  the  people,  sent  part 
of  his   horsemen   to  pursue   after  John,  but 
thpy  could  not  overtake  him,  for  he  was  got- 
ten  to  Jerusalem  before;   they  also  slew  six 
thousand   of  the  women    and   children  who 
went  out  with   him,  but  returned  back  and 
brought  with   them   almost   three   thousand. 
However,  Titus  was  greatly  displeased  that 
he  had  not  been  able  to  bring  this  John,  who 
had  deluded  him,  to  punishment ;  yet  he  had 
captives  enough,  as  well  as  the  corrupted  part 
of    the   city,   to   satisfy   his   anger,   when   it 
missed  of  John.    So  he  entered  the  city  in  the 
miclit  of  acclamations  of  joy ;  and  when  he 
had  given  orders  to  the  soldiers  to  pull  down 
a  small  part  of  the  wall,  as  of  a  city  taken  in 
war,  he  repressed  those  that  had  disturbed  the 
city  rather  by  threatenings  than  by  executions ; 
for  he  thought  that  many  would  accuse  inno- 
cent persons,  out  of  their  own  animosities  and 
quarrels,  if  he  should  attempt  to  distinguish 
those  that  were  worthy  of  punishment  from 
the  rest;  and  that  it  was  better  to  let  a  guilty 
person  alone  in  his  fears,  than  to  destroy  with 
him  any  one  that  did  not  deserve  it ;  for  that 
probably   such   a   one  might  be   taught  pru- 
dence, by  the  fear  of  the  punishment  he  h.id 
deserved,  and  have  a  shame  upon  him  for  his 
former  oBences,  when  he  had  been  forgiven ; 
ml  that  the  punishment  of  such  as  have  been 
ance  put  to  death  could  never  be  retrieved. 


However,  he  placed  a  gairison  in  the  city  for 
its  security,  by  which  means  he  should  restrain 
those  that  were  for  innovations,  and  should 
leave  those  that  were  peaceably  dispose-d  ii* 
greater  security.  And  thus  was  all  GaUlee 
taken ;  but  this  not  till  after  it  had  cost  the 
Romans  much  pains  before  it  could  be  talten 
by  them. 


CHAPTER  HI. 

coscebxisg  johh  of  oischala.  conxerx- 
isg  tbb  zealots,  and  thb  high-priest 
asancs;  as  also  how  the  jews  raised 
seditions  ose  against  another  [in  je- 
busalsm]. 

§  1.  Now,  upon  John's  entry  into  Jerusa- 
lem, the  whole  body  of  the  people  were  in  an 
uproar,  and  ten  thousand  of  them  crowded 
about  every  one  of  the  fugitives  that  were 
come  to  them,  and  inquired  of  them  what 
miseries  had  happened  abroad,  when  their 
breath  was  so  short,  and  hot,  and  quick,  that 
of  itself  it  declared  the  great  distress  thry 
were  in;  yet  did  they  talk  big  under  their 
misfortunes,  and  pretended  to  say  that  they 
had  not  fled  away  from  the  Romans,  but 
came  thither  in  order  to  fight  them  with  less 
hazard;  for  that  it  would  be  an  unreasonable 
and  a  fruitless  thing  for  them  to  expose  them- 
selves to  desperate  hazards  about  Gischala, 
and  such  weak  cities,  whereas  they  ought  to 
lay  up  their  weapons  and  their  zeal,  and  re- 
serve it  for  their  metropolis.  But  when  they 
related  to  them  the  taking  of  Gischala,  and 
their  decent  departure,  as  they  pretended, 
from  that  place,  many  of  the  people  under- 
stood it  to  be  no  better  than  a  flight ;  and 
especially  when  the  jieople  were  told  of  those 
that  wer«  made  captives,  they  were  in  great 
confusion,  and  guessed  those  things  to  be 
plain  indications  that  they  should  be  taken 
also;  but  for  John,  he  was  very  little  con- 
cerned for  those  whom  he  had  left  behind  him, 
but  went  about  among  all  the  people,  and 
persuaded  them  to  go  to  war,  by  the  hopes 
he  gave  them.  He  aflfirmed  that  the  aflairs 
of  the  Romans  were  in  a  weak  condition,  and 
extolled  his  own  power.  He  also  jested  upon 
the  ignorance  of  the  unskilful,  as  if  those 
Romans,  althongh  they  should  take  to  them- 
selves wings,  could  never  fly  over  the  wall  of 
Jerusalem,  who  found  such  great  diflicultics 
in  taking  the  villages  of  Galilee,  and  had 
broken  their  engines  of  war  aga'mst  their 
walls. 

2.  These  harangues  of  John's  corrupted  a 
great  part  of  the  young  men,  and  puffed  them 
up  for  the  war :  but  as  to  the  most  prudent 
part,  and  those  in  years,  there  was  not  a  man 
of  them  but  foresaw  what  was  coming,  and 
made  lamentation  on  that  account,  as  if  the 
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city  wa3  already  undone,  and  in  this  confu-|  worse  than  themselves,  omitted  no  kind  of 
aiun  were  the  people;  but  then  it  must  be  |  barbarity ;  for  they  did  not  measure  their 
observed,  that  the  multitude  that  caroe  out  of  courage  by  their  rapines  and  plunderings  only, 
the  country  were  at  discord  before  the  Jeru-  but  proceeded  as  far  as  muniering;  men;  and 
salera  sedition  began;  for  Titus  went  from  this  not  in  the  nipht-time  or  privately,  or  with 
Gischala  to  Cesarea;  and  Vespasian  from  ref^ard  to  ordinary  men,  but  did  it  openly  in 
Cesarea  to  Jamnia  and  Azotus,  and  took  them  the  day-time,  and  began  with  the  most  emi- 
both;    and   when    he    had  put  garrisons  into    nent  persons   in   the  city;    for  the  first  man 


fcheui  he  came  back  with  a  great  number  of 
the  people,  who  were  come  over  to  him,  upon 
his  giving  them  his  right  hand  for  their  pre- 
servation. There  were  besides  disorders  and 
civil  wars  in  every  city;    and  all  those  that 


they  meddled  with  was  Antipaa,  one  of  th 
royal  lineafj^e^and  tlie  most  pofent  man  in  th 
whole    citv,   insomuch   that   the    public   trea- 
sures were  committed  to  his  care;  him  they 
took  and  confined,  as  thev  did   in  the  next 


were  at  quiet  from  the  Romans  turned  their  place  to  Levias,  a  person  of  great  note,  with 
hamU  one  against  another.  There  was  also  Sophas,  thq  son  oi  Kaeuel ;  both  of  whom 
a  hitter  contest  between  those  that  were  were  of  roy»Minea(ic  also.  And  brsidcs  these. 
fond  of  war,  and  those  that  were  desirous  of  1  they  did  the  same  to  tiie  principal  men  of  the 
p^acu.     At  the  lirst  this  quarrelsome  temper  !  country.     This    caused    a    terrible  consterna- 


c-iUght  hold  of  private  families,  who  could  not 
•  .gree  among  themselves;  atcer  which  those 
;ii'ople  t,liat  were  the  dearest  to  one  another, 
brake  through  all  restraints  with  regard  to 
each  other,  and  every  one  associated  with 
ttio^e  of  his  own  opinion,  and  began  already 
to  stand  in  opposition  one  to  another;  so  that 
gudilions  arose  everywhere,  while  those  thitt 
were  for  innovations,  and  were  desirous  of 
war,  by  their  youth  and  boldness,  were  too 
hard  for  the  aged  and  the  prudent  men;  and, 
in  the  iirst  place,  all  tlie  people  of  every 
pl;i(re  betook  themselves  to  rapine;  alter 
which  they  got  together  in  bodies,  in  order  to 
n»h  the  people  of  the  cunntry,  insomuch  that 
fur  barbarity  and  ini'jnity  those  of  the  same 
nation  did  no  way  ditfcr  from  the  Koman?; 
nay,  it  seemed  to  be  a  much  lighter  thing  to 
be  ruined  by  the  Romans  than  by  themselves. 
3.  Now  the  Roman  garrisons,  which  guarded 
the  cities,  partly  out  of  their  uneasiness  to 
take  such  trouble  upon  them,  and  partly  out 
of  the  hatred  they  bare  to  the  Jewish  nation, 
did  little  or  nothing  towards  relieving  the 
miserable,  till  the  captains  of  these  troops  of 
robbers,  being  satiated  with  rapines  in  the 
country,  got  all  together  from  all  parts,  and 
became  a  band  of  wickedness,  and  all  toge- 
ther crept  into  Jerusalem,  which  was  now 
become  a  city  without  a  governor,  and,  as  the 
ancient  custom  was,  received  without  distinc- 
tion all  that  belonged  to  their  natjjpn;  and 
these  they  then  received,  because  all  men 
supposed  that  those  who  came  so  fast  into  the 
city,  came  out  of  kindness,  and  for  their  assist- 
ance, although  these  very  men,  besides  the 
seditions  tbey  raised,  were  otherwise  the  direct 
cause  of  the  city's  destruction  also;  for  as  they 
were  an  unprofitable  and  a  useless  multitude, 
they  spent  those  provisions  beforehand,  which 
might  otherwise  have  been  sutHcient  for  the 
fighting  men.     Moreover,  besides  the  bring 


tion  among  tlie  people;  and  every  one  con- 
tented himself  with  taking  care  of  his  own 
safely,  ras  they  would  do  il  the  city  had  been 
taken  in  war. 

5.  But  these  wore  not  satisfied  with  the 
bonds  into  which  they  had  put  the  men  fore- 
mentioned  ;  nor  did  they  think  it  safe  for 
them  to  keep  them  thus  in  custody  long,  since 
they  were  men  very  powerlul.  and  had  nume- 
rous families  of  their  own  that  were  able  to 
avenge  them.  Nay,  they  thought  the  very 
people  would  perhaps  lie  so  moved  at  these 
unjust  |>roeeedings,  as  to  rise  in  a  body  against 
them:  it  was  tlierefore  resolved  to  have  them 
slain.  Accordingly,  they  sent  one  John,  who 
was  the  most  bloody-minded  of  them  all,  to 
do  that  execution:  this  man  was  also  called 
the  son  of  Dorcas,"*  in  the  language  of 
our  country.  Ten  more  men  went  along 
with  him  into  tlic  prison,  with  their  swords 
drawn,  and  so  they  cut  the  throats  of  those 
that  were  in  custody  there.  The  grand  lying 
pretence  these  men  made  for  so  tlagrant  an 
enormity  was  this,  that  these  men  had  bad 
conferences  with  the  Romans  for  a  surrender 
of  Jerusalem  to  them;  and  so  they  said  they 
had  slain  only  such  as  were  traitors  to  tlieir 
common  liberty.  Upon  the  whole,  they  grew 
the  more  insolent  upon  this  bold  prank  of 
theirs,  as  though  they  had  been  the  benefac- 
tors and  saviours  of  the  city. 

6.  Now,  the  people  were  come  to  that  degree 
of  meanness  and  fear,  and  these  robbers  to  tha 
degree  of  madness,  that  those  last  took  upon 
them  to  appoint  high-priests.f     So  when  they 

*  This  name  Dorcas  in  Greek,  wr.*!  Tabitha  in  Hebrew 
orFyriac,  a.-"  Ai  t.«  ix.  "6.  AccortiiDglyjSomc  of  themanu- 
jTriptp  pet  it  down  here  Tabetha  or  Tabeta.  ^'o^  can 
the  rnntext  in  .Toseiluis  be  made  out  Iiut  by  ?nppo?ing 
the  readii  p  U-  have  been  this:  "The  fon  of  Tatitha; 
I  which  in  the  language  of  our  country,  lienotes  Dorcat'* 
I  [or  a  doe]. 

I     t  Here  we  may  discover  the  ntter  disgrace  and  ruin 
of  the  high-pries=lhood  among  the  Jews,  when  unde- 


'  c  .1  .u  .u  c  pcrvinj.  ifmoble,  and  vile  persons  were  advanced  to  that 

uig  on  of  the  war,  they  were  the  occasion  of  „„^^  ^y-,^^  Eeditiousi  which  sort  of  high-priests,  ns 
sedition  and  iamine  therem.  Jo.-^ephus  well  remarks  here, were  thereupon  oblige'.!  to 

4.   There  were,  be•^ides  these,  other  robbers   ff^mply  with  and  apt^ipt  tho.^e  that  advancext  them  in 
,,  ^     L..U  .  I  ■    .      their  impious  practices.     The  naoies  of  the.se  high- 

that  came  out  ot   the  country,  and   came  into    j.^iests.  or  lathev  ridiculoua  and  profane  persons,  were 
the  city,  and  joinmg  to  them  those  that  were   Jesus  the  son  of  Damuoug,  Je«u8  the  son  of  Gamaliel, 
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jrarl  disannulled  the  succession,  according  to 
iLos^'  taiDilies  out  of  whooi  tbe  bigb-priests 
ii?ed  to  be  made,  they  ordained  ccrtJiiu  un- 
known and  ignoble  person<>  for  that  otlice,  that 
theyutigbt  bifcve  tbeir  assistance  in  tbeir  wicked 
undertakings;  forsucb  as  obtained  this  highest 
of  all  honours,  without  any  desert,  were  forced 
to  comply  with  those  that  bestowed  it  on 
them.  They  also  set  the  pnncipal  men  at  va- 
riance one  with  another,  by  several  sorts  of 
contrivances  and  tricks,  and  gained  tbe  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  what  they  pleased,  by  tbe 
inuttial  quarrel;^  of -those  who  might  have 
obstructed  their  measures;  till  at  length,  when 
they  we.'^  satiated  with  tbe  unjust  actions 
they  had  dono  towards  men,  thtiftTansfiTred 
tbeir  contumelious  behaviour  to  God  himself, 
i\.in\  came  inro  tbe  saiictuary  with  polluted  feel. 

7.  And  now  the  multitude  were  going  to 
rise  aguinst  them  already;  for  Ananus,  the 
aitcieutest  of  tbe  bigb-priests,  persuaded  them 
to  it.  He  was  a  very  prudent  man,  and  bad 
perhaps  saved  the  city  if  be  could  but  have  es< 
caped  the  bands  of  those  that  plotted  against 
him.  Tho^e  men  made  tbe  temple  of  Go<l 
a  strong  hold  for  them,  and  a  place  whither 
they  might  resort,  in  order  to  avoid  tbe  trou- 
bles they  teared  from  the  people;  the  sanctu* 
ary  was  now  become  a  refuge,  and  a  shop  of 
tyranny.  They  also  mixed  jesting  among  thi; 
miseries  they  introduced,  which  was  more  in- 
tolerable than  what  they  did;  for,  in  order  to 
try  what  surprise  the  people  would  be  under, 
find  how  far  their  own  power  extended,  they 
ucidertook  to  dispose  of  the  high-priesthood 
by  casting  lots  for  it,  whereas,  as  we  have  said 
already,  it  was  to  descend  by  succession  in  a 
Umily.  The  pretence  they  made  for  this 
st.'ange  attempt  was  an  ancient  practice,  while 
they  ^aid  that  of  old  it  was  determined  by  lot ; 
but  in  truth,  it  was  no  better  than  a  dissolu- 
tion of  an  undeniable  law,  and  a  cunning  con- 
trivance to  seize  upon  the  government,  derived 
from  those  that  presumed  to  appoint  govern- 
ors as  they  themselves  pleased. 

8.  Hereupon  tbey  sent  for  one  of  the  pon- 
tihcal  tribes,  which  is  called  Eniacbim,*  and 
cast  lots  which  of  it  should  be  the  high-priest. 
By  fortune,  the  lot  so  fell  as  to  demonstrate 
their  iniquity  after  the  plainest  manner,  fur  it 
leli  upon  one  whose  name  was  Pbannias,  the 
son  of  Samuel,  of  the  village  Aphtha.  He 
was  a  man  not  only  unworthy  of  the  bigh- 
priestbood,  but  that  did  not  well  know  what 
the  bigb -priesthood  was;  such  a  mere  rustic 

Matthias  tbe  son  of  Theophilas,  and  that  prodigJoas 
i^uramus  Pbannias,  the  sua  of  >aniueli  a!l  wtioiu  ue 
Btiail  meet  uitti  ici  Josephus's  future  history  of  this  wai; 
uuT  do  we  meet  with  any  other  so  much  as  preteodrd 
liijltii-pnesis  alter  Fhannias,  till  JerusaJeuj  vras  ukco  and 
uestruyed. 

•  i  his  nibe  or  course  of  the  htcb-priests.  or  priests 
here  OLlled  Lniachim.  s^-'ems  to  tbe  learned  >lr  Lowih. 
one  well  versed  in  Jusephiit,  to  be  that  id  1  Chron.  xxiv, 
1£*  •"  tiM*  conrse  ol  JaLim."  w'vjre  some  c 'pies  have 
**  the  course  ol  Lliakimr'  and  1  think  thU  lo  be  by  uo 
neaiii  an  uaprotAble  conjecture. 


was  hel  yet  did  they  hale  this  inan,  withotjf; 
his  own  consent,  out  of  tbe  country,  as  if  tbey 
were  acting  a  play  upon  tbe  stage,  and 
adorned  him  with  a  counterfeit  face;  they 
also  put  upon  him  the  £«cred  garments,  and 
upon  every  occasion  instructed  him  what  be 
wa?  to  do.  This  horrid  piece  of  wickedness 
was  spo-t  and  pastime  with  them,  but  occa- 
sioned tbe  other  priests,  who  at  a  distance- 
saw  their  law  made  a  jest  of,  to  shed  tears, 
and  sorely  lament  the  dissolution  of  such  a 
sacred  dignity. 

9.  Ajid  now  the  people  could  no  longer 
bear  the  insolence  of  this  procedure,  but  did 
altogether  run  zealously,  in  order  to  over- 
throw that  tyraimy;  and  indeed  they  were 
Ciorian  the  son  of  Josephu?,  and  Symeon  the 
son  of  Gamaliel, f  who  encouraged  them,  by 
going  up  and  down  when  they  were  assem- 
bled together  in  crowds,  and  as  they  saw  them 
aioiie,  to  bear  no  longer,  but  to  indict  punish- 
ment upon  these  pests  and  plagues  of  their 
freedom,  and  to  purge  tbe  temple  of  these 
bloody  polluters  of  it.  Tbe  best  esteemed 
also  of  the  high-priests,  Jesus  tbe  son  of 
Gamala,  and  Ananus  the  son  ot  Ananus,  when 
they  were  at  tbeir  assemblies,  bitterly  reproach- 
ed the  people  for  their  sloth,  and  excited  ibem 
against  the  zealots;  for  that  was  tbe  name 
tbey  went  by,  as  if  tbey  were  zealous  in  good 
undertakings,  and  were  not  rather  zealous  in 
the  worst  actions,  and  extravagant  in  them 
beyond  the  example  of  others.  * 

10.  And  now,  when  tbe  multitude  were 
gotten  K)gether  to  an  assembly,  and  every  one 
was  in  indignation  at  these  men's  seizing  upon 
the  sanctuary,  at  their  rapine  and  murders, 
but  had  not  yet  begun  their  attacks  upon  them 
(the  reason  of  which  was  this,  that  they  ima- 
gined it  to  be  a  difficult  thing  to  suppress 
these  zealots,  as  indeed  the  case  was).  Ananus 
stood  in  the  midst  of  tbem,  and  casting  his 
eyes  frequently  at  the  temple,  and  having  a 
flood  of  tears  in  his  eyes,  he  said,  —  "Cer- 
tainly it  bad  been  good  for  me  to  die  before 
1  bad  seen  the  house  of  God  full  of  so  many 
abominations,  or  these  sacred  places  that  ought 
not  to  be  trodden  upon  at  random,  tilled  with 
the  feet  of  these  blood-shedding  villains;  yet 
do  I,  w^  am  clothed  with  the  vestments  of 
the  high-priesthood,  and  am  called  by  that 
most  venerable  name  [of  high-priest],  still 
live,  and  am  but  too  fond  of  living,  and  can- 
not endure  to  undergo  a  death  which  would 
be  the  glory  of  my  old  age;  and  if  I  were  the 
only  person  concerned,  and,  as  it  were,  in  a 
desert,  I  would  give  up  my  life,  and  tbat  alone 

f  Tliis  Symeon,  tbe  son  of  GamalirU  is  nentiooed 
as  t^e  president  ol  the  Jewish  sanhedrim,  aod  one  tbat 
fenshed  in  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  by  the  Jewish 
rabbins,  as  Re'and  observes  oo  tbis  pidce.  He  also  teils 
us  that  those  rdbbins  tueaiion  one  Jesus  Ibe  son  ol  (ra- 
Diala.  as  once  a  hi^h-prieiit,  —  but  this  ione  belore  Ibe 
'icstrcction  of  Jenisalem;  so  that  il  he  were  the  same 
per>on  with  this  Jesus  tbe  sun  of  Gamala.  in  Jotephoa, 
rie  must  bare  lived  to  be  very  old,  or  tbey  hare  b«f>a 
very  bad  cbronoJogcrfc 
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for  God's  sake;  for  to  what  purpose  is  it  to 
live  amon^  a  people  insensible  of  their  calami- 
ties, aiid  where  there  is  no  notion  remaining 
of  nny  remtdy  for  the  uii-^eries  that  are  upon 
them?  for  when  you  ivre  seized  upon,  you 
bear  it  I  and  when  you  are  beaten,  you  are 
silentl  and  when  the  people  are  murdered, 
nobody  dare  so  much  as  send  out  a  groan 
opi.'nly!  ()  bitter  tyranny  that  we  are  underl 
Hut  why  do  I  complain  of  tlie  tyrants?  Was 
it  not  you,  and  your  sutferance  of  them,  that 
flave  nourished  them?  Was  it  not  you  that 
overlooked  those  that  first  of  all  t'ot  together, 
for  they  were  then  but  a  tew,  and  by  your 
silence  made  them  grow  to  be  many:  and  by 
conniving  at  them  wlieii  tiiey  took  arms,  in 
elFect  armed  them  against  yourselves?  You 
oui^ht  to  have  then  prevented  their  tirst 
attempts,  when  they  fell  a  reproaching  your 
relattuns;  but  by  neglecting  that  care  in  time, 
you  have  encouraged  these  wretches  to  plun- 
der men.  When  houses  were  pillaged,  nobody 
said  a  word,  which  was  the  occasion  why 
they  carried  olf  the  owners  of  those  houses; 
and  when  they  were  drawn  through  the  midst 
of  the  city,  nobody  came  to  thtir  assistance. 
They  then  procee<ied  to  put  those  whom  you 
had  betrayed  into  their  hands,  into  bonds.  I 
do  not  say  how  many,  anil  of  what  characters 
tho-<e  men  were  whom  they  thus  served,  but 
certainly  they  were  such  as  were  accused  by 
none,  and  condemned  i)y  none;  and  since 
nobody  succoured  them  when  they  were  in 
bonds,  the  consequence  was,  that  you  saw  the 
fame  persons  slain.  We  have  seen  this  also; 
so  that  still  the  best  of  the  herd  of  brute  ani- 
mals, as  it  were,  have  been  still  led  to  be 
sacrificed,  when  yet  nobody  said  one  word,  or 
moved  his  right  hand  for  their  preservation. 
Will  you  bear,  therefore,  —  will  you  bear  to 
see  your  sanctuary  trampled  on?  and  will 
you  lay  steps  for  these  profane  wretches,  upon 
which  they  may  mount  to  higher  degrees  of 
insolence?  Will  not  you  pluck  them  down 
from  their  exaltation?  for  even  by  this  time, 
they  had  proceeded  to  higher  enormities,  if 
they  had  been  able  to  overthrow  any  thing 
greater  than  the  sanctuary.  They  have  seized 
upon  the  strongest  place  of  the  whole  city; 
you  may  call  it  the  temple,  if  you  please, 
though  it  be  like  a  citadel  or  fortress.  Now, 
while  you  have  tyranny  in  so  great  a  degree 
walled  in,  and  see  your  enemies  over  your 
beads,  to  what  purpose  is  it  to  take  counsel? 
and  what  have  you  to  support  your  minds 
withal?  Perhaps  you  wait  for  the  Romans, 
that  they  may  protect  our  holy  places:  are 
oar  matters  then  brought  to  that  pass?  and 
are  we  come  to  that  degree  of  misery,  that  our 
enemies  themselves  are  expected  to  pity  us? 
O  wretched  creatures!  will  not  you  rise  up, 
and  turn  upon  those  that  strike  you?  which 
you  mav  observe  in  wild  beasts  themselves, 
that  they  will  avenge  themselves  on  those  that 
Strike  them.     Will  not  you  call  to  mind,  every 
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one  of  you,  the  calamities  you  yourselves  have 
suffered?  nor  lay  before  your  e^es  whai 
afflictions  you  yourselves  have  undergoi'.e? 
ami  will  not  such  things  sharpen  your  souls 
to  revenge?  Is  therefore  that  most  honour- 
able and  most  natural  of  our  passions  utterly 
lust,  I  mean  the  de>ire  of  Uberty?  Truly, 
we  are  in  love  with  slavery,  and  in  love  wit!i 
those  that  lord  it  over  u>,  as  if  we  had  receive'l 
that  principle  of  subjection  from  our  ance^* 
tors!  yet  did  they  undergo  many  and  great 
wars  for  the  sake  of  liberty,  nor  were  they  so 
far  overcome  by  the  power  of  the  Egyptians, 
or  the  iMedes,  but  that  they  sliil  did  what 
they  thought  lit,  notwitlistiinding  their  com- 
mands  to  tlie  conTr-*ry.  And  wliat  occasion 
is  there  now  Utr  a  war  with  the  Ucnnans?  (I 
meddle  not  with  determining  whether  it  be 
an  advantiigeous  and  profitable  war  or  not.) 
What  pretejice  is  there  for  it?  Is  it  not  that 
we  may  enjoy  our  liberty?  lie^ides,  shall  we 
not  bear  the  lords  of  the  habitable  earth  to  be 
lords  over  us,  and  yet  bear  tyrants  of  our 
own  country?  Although  I  must  say  that  sub- 
mission to  foreigners  may  be  borne,  because 
fortune  hath  already  doomed  us  to  it,  while 
submission  to  wicked  people  of  our  own 
nation  is  too  unmanly,  and  brought  upon  us 
by  our  own  consent.  However,  since  I  have 
had  occasion  to  mention  the  Uonians,  I  will 
not  conceal  a  thing  that,  as  1  am  speaking, 
comes  into  my  mind,  and  affects  me  consider- 
ably;—  it  is  this,  that  though  we  should  be 
taken  by  them  (God  forbid  the  event  should 
be  so!)  yefccan  we  undergo  nothing  that  will 
be  harder  to  be  borne  than  what  these  men 
have  already  brought  upon  us.  How  then  can 
we  avoid  shedding  of  tears,  when  we  see  the 
Rom.in  donations  in  our  temples,  while  we 
withal  see  those  of  our  own  nation  taking  our 
spoils,  and  plundering  our  glorious  metropolis, 
and  slaughteritig  our  men,  from  which  enor- 
mities those  Romans  themselves  would  have 
abstained?  to  see  those  Romans  never  going 
beyond  the  bounds  allotted  to  profane  per- 
sons, nor  venturing  to  break  in  upon  any  of 
our  sacred  customs;  nay,  having  horror  on 
their  minds  when  they  view  at  a  distance 
those  sacred  walls,  while  some  that  have  been 
born  in  this  very  country,  and  brought  up  in 
our  custojns,  and  called  Jew?,  do  walk  about 
in  the  midst  of  the  holy  places,  at  the  very 
ti[ne  when  their  hands  are  still  warm  with  the 
slaughter  of  their  own  countrynjen.  Besides, 
can  any  one  be  afraid  of  a  war  abroad,  and 
that  with  such  as  will  have  comparatively  much 
greater  moderation  than  our  own  people  have? 
For  truly,  if  we  may  suit  our  words  to  the 
things  they  represent,  it  is  prubable  one  may 
hereafter  tind  the  Romans  to  be  the  supporters 
of  our  laws.aTid  those  within  ourselves  the  sub- 
verters  of  them.  Atui  now  I  am  persuaded 
that  everyone  of  you  liere  comes  satisfied  beforfl 
1  speak,  that  these  overtbrowers  of  our  liber- 
ties deserve  to  be  destroyed,  and  that  nobody 
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mcch  as  devise  a   punisbment   that  I  they  met  with.     Upon  this,  Anaiius  got  the 


tney  have   not  deserved   by  what  they  have 
tioiie,  and  that  you  are  all  provoked  against 
toein  bv  those  their  wicked  actions,   whence 
von  have  suffered  so  greatly.      But   perhaps 
a-.aviy  ot"  you  are  affrighted  at  the  multitude 
<»  those  zealots,  and  at  their  auilaciousness, 
«■)  well  as  at  the  advantage  they  have  over  us 
III  their  being  higher  in  place  than  we  are; 
lur   these   circumsUnces,  as   they  have   been 
occasioned  by  your  negligence,  so  will  they 
become    still'  greater    by    being  still    longer 
neglected;   for  their  multitude  is  every  day 
augmented,  by  every  ill  man's  running  away 
to  those  that  are  like  to  themselves,  and  their 
audaciousness  is  therefore   indauied,  because 
thev  meet  with  no  obstruction  to  their  designs. 
And  for  their  higher  place,  they  will  make 
use  of  it  for  engines  also,  if  we  give  them  time 
to  do  so;  but  be  assured  of  this,  that  if  we 
go  up  to  light  them,  they  will  be  made  tamer  by 
Iheir  own  consciences,  and  what  advantages 
^hev  have  in  the  height  of  their  situation,  they 
will  lose  by  the  opposition  of  their  reason; 
perhaps    also   God    himself,    who   hath    been 
iffronled  by  them,  will  make  what  tuey  tbrow 
it  us   return   against    themselves,   and    these 
.mpious  wretches  will  be  killed  by  their  own 
jarts:    let   us  but  make  our  appearaiite  be- 
fore them,  and    they   will  come   to  nulhiug. 
Uowever,  it  is  a  right  thing,  it  there  should  be 
any  danger  in  the  attempt,  to  die  before  ihcse 
holy  gates,  and  to  spend  our  very  lives,  it  not 
for  the  sake  of  our  ciiilJren  and  wives,  jel  lor 
God's  sake,  and  for  the  sake  of  his^saiicluary. 
I  will  assist  you,  both   with  my  couiise'i  and 
with  my  hand;  nor  shall  any  sagacity  of  ours 
be  wanting  for  your  support;  nor  shall  you 
■fee  that  1  will  be  sparing  of  my  body  neither." 
11.   By  these  motives  Anaiius  encouraged 
the    multitude    to   go    against    the    zealoU, 
although  he  knew  how  ditficult  it  would  be  to 
disperse  them,  because  of  their  multitude,  and 
lid  the  courage  of  their  souls; 


populace  together  on  the  sudden,  who  weie 
more  numerous  indeed  than  the  zealots,  but 
inferior  to  them  in  arms,  because  they  had 
not  been  regularly  put  ii^to  array  for  fighting: 
but  the  alacrity  that  every  body  showe<l,  sup- 
plied all  their  defects  on  both  sides,  the  citi- 
leiis  taking  up  so  great  a  passion  as  was 
stronger  than  arms,  and  deriving  a  degree  of 
courage  from  the  temple,  more  forcible  than 
any  multitude  whatsoever;  and  indeed  these 
citizens  thought  it  was  not  possible  for  them 
to  dwell  ill  the  city,  unless  they  could  cut  otf 
the  robbers  that  were  in  it.  The  zealots  also 
thought  that  unless  they  prevailed,  there 
wouid  be  no  punishment  so  bad,  but  it  would 
be  indicted  on  th>-m.  So  their  conflicts  were 
conducted  by  their  passions;  and  at  the  tirst 
they  only  cast  stones  at  each  other  in  the  city, 
and  belore  the  temph^  and  threw  their  jave- 
lins at  a  distance;  but  when  either  of  them 
were  too  hard  for  the  other,  they  made  uae  ot 
their  swocds;  and  great  slaughter  was  inaile 
on  both  sides,  and  a  great  number  were 
wounded.  As  for  the  dead  bodies  of  the 
people,  their  relations  earned  them  out  to 
voeir  own  bouses;  but  wbeu  any  of  the  zial- 
ols  were  wounded,  he  went  up  into  the  tem- 
ple, and  deliled  that  sacred  lloor  with  his 
uiood,  iHsOuiucb  that  one  may  s.i)  it  was  ihtii 
biooU  alone  that  polluted  our  sanctuary,  ^>ow 
in  these  eoniUets  the  robbers  alwajs  sallied 
out  oi  the  teiiipie,  and  were  too  haru  for  theil 
e..eiuies;  but  the  populace  grew  very  angry 
aiiu  beeaiue  more  and  more  nuuieruus,  and 
reproached  ihose  tiial  gave  back,  and  ihosi 
U:liiud  would  not  alforu  room  to  those  that 
were  going  off,  but  forced  them  on  again,  till. 
at  length  thev  made  their  whole  boily  to  turu 
against  their  adversaries,  and  the  robbers 
could  no  longer  oppose  them,  but  were  forced 
gradually  to  retire  into  the  temple  ;  whei' 
Anaiius  and  his  party  fell  into  it  at  the  same 
time  together  with  them.'      This  horribly  af- 


their  youth,  ani.  — o-   --   ,  -  ■     ,  i    i. 

but  chieBy  because  of  their  consciousness  of  frighted  the  robbers,  because  it  deprived  them 
what  they  had  done,  since  they  would  not  of  the  first  court;  so  they  fled  into  the  inner 
yield,  as  not  so  much  as  hoping  for  pardon  1  court  immediately,  and  shut  the  gates,    ^ow. 


it  the  last  for  those  their  enormities.  How- 
ever, Ananus  resolved  to  undergo  whatever 
sufferings  might  come  upon  him,  rather  than 
overlook  things,  now  they  were  in  such  great 
confusion.  So  the  multitude  cried  out  to 
niui  to  lead  them  on  against  those  whoir.  he 
nad  described  in  his  exhortatiou  to  them; 
and  every  one  of  them  was  most  readily  dis- 
posed  to  run  any  hazard  whatsoever  on  that 
account. 


Ananus  did  not  think  Jit  to  make  any  atuck 
against  the  holy  gates,  although  the  other 
throw  their  stones  and  darts  at  them  from 
above.  He  also  deemed  it  unlawful  to  intro- 
duce the  multitude  into  that  court  before  they 
were  purified;  he  therefore  chose  out  of  them 
all  by  lot,  six  thousand  armed  men,  and 
placed  them  as  guards  in  the  cloisters;  so 
there  was  a  succession  of  such  guards  one  alter 

It  is  worth  nolioi;  here,  titat  this  AnaDus,  li.e  tjest 


iTT    V'.,  „   ...l,:io    A  n:.M.,c  vias   rhnnsinc  nut  I  of  t'  e  Jews  at  this  time,  and  the  hien-pnesu  who  was 
12.   ^ow  while  Ananus  was  cnoosing  oui !  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  pmuoauon  oi  the  Jewish  c«uru 

his  men,  and  putting  those  that  were  proper    „,  ,.,,.  i,.n,pie  h>  ihe  zealuis.  dia  not  however  sciuplc 

for  his  purpose  in  arrav  for  fighting,  the  lea-    i^  e  profanaiio,  of  the  -cou.t  ,1  ""^  <"'■"'' •■l;""i° 

:  ^  .  »,,  V  L-  I      *    t.:. .1-.^-     our  >t,vhiur»s  days  it  was  ver)  much  prtJlaned  by  tiw 

lots  got  inlormation  of  his  undertaking  iJoi-|  j;„,^^„j  „,.d„/,„.,rtei-piace.  na,,.  •oeuoHh.eTM.- 
there  were  some  who  went  to  them,  and  tohl 
them  all  that  the  people  were  doing)  and  were 
irritated  at  it;  and  leaping  out  of  the  tempi.; 
ill  crowds,  anil  bj  parties,  spareu  none  whom  I  me  court  of  lue  Geuulcs. 


\v  II,.  UI  SiifUple.  MaL  \XI.  12  13;  .Mark  ai.  l.j,  lu,  17. 
AfCorrliiiKi*.  Josephii..  liim>elf.  «hen  he  speaks  ol  Ihe 
two  iiim-r  <i«iu-ts.  calls  Ihem  b->lh  «>•«•.  or  Aoly  ptatrai 
u  lar  ay  1  reiiirjither.  never  Ki*e»  trial  character  ui 


.>ec  b.  V.  ctt.  ix.  sect.  2, 
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ftTvJther,  and  every  one  was  forced  to  attend 
in  his  coi:rsi?;  althou).h  many  of  the  chief  of 
the  city  were  (lismis<ed  l>y  those  that  then 
took  on  them  the  );overnment,  upon  their 
hiring  some  of  the  poorer  sort,  anil  sending 
them  to  keep  the  guard  in  their  stead. 

13.    Now  it  was  Jolin  who,  as  we  told  you, 
ran  away  from  (Ji^ih.ila,  and  was  the  occa- 
sion of  all  these  licing  destroyed.      He  was  a 
man  of  great  craft,  and  bore  about  him  in  his 
soul  a  strong  passion  after  tyranny,  and  at  a 
distance  was  the  adviser  in  these  actions;  and 
indeed  at  this  time  he  pretendeil  to  be  of  llie 
people's    opinion,  and    went    all    about    wit! 
Ananus  when    he    consulted  the    great    nren 
every  day,  and  in  the  nii;ht-time  al^o  when  hr 
went  round  the  watch;  but  he  divulged  ihcir 
secrets  to  the  zealots;  and  every  thing  that  the 
people    deliberated    about   was  by  his  means 
known  to  their  enemies, even  before  it  had  been 
well  agreed  upon  by  tliemselves;  and  by  way  of 
contrivance   how  he    might    not   be  brought 
into    suspicion,    he    cultivated    the    greatest 
fHendsltip  possible  with  .\nanus,  and  with  the 
chief  of  the  people;    yet  did  this  overdoing 
of    his    turn    against    liirn,    for    he    Haltered 
them  so  extravagantly,  that  he  was  buti  the 
more  suspected ;  and  his  constant  attendance 
everywhere,  even  wlien  be  was  not  invited  to 
be  present,  made  him  strongly  suspected  of 
betraying  their  secrets  to  the  enemy;  for  they 
plainly  perceived  that  they  understood  all  the 
resolutions  taken  against  them  at  their  con- 
sultations.     Nor    was   there    any   one    whom 
they  had  so  much  reason  to  suspect  of  (bat 
discovery  as  this  John;    yet  was  it  not  easy 
to  get  quit  of  him,  so  potent  was  he  grown 
by  his  wicked  practices.      He  was  also  sup- 
ported by  many  of  those  eminent  men,  who 
were    to    be  consulted   upon  all  considerable 
alfairs;    it  was  therefore  thought   reasonable 
to  oldige  him  to  give  them  assurance  of  hir. 
good-will  upon  oath;    accordingly  John  took 
Buoh  an  oath  readily,  that  he  would  be  on  the 
people's  side,  and  would   not   betray  any  of 
their  counsels  or  practices  to  their  enemies, 
and  would  assist  them  in  overthrowing  tho-e 
that  attacked  them,  and  that  both  by  his  hanii 
ond  his  advice.      So  Anajius    and    liis    party 
believed  his  oath,  and  did  now  receive  him  to 
their  consultations  without  tarther  suspicion; 
nay,  so  far  did  they  believe  hira,   that  they 
sent  him  as  their  ambassador  into  the  temple 
to  the  zealots,  with  proposals  of  accommoda- 
tion; for  they  were  very  desirous  to  avoid  the 
pollution  of  the  temple  as  much  as  they  pos- 
siblv  could,  and  that  no  one  of  their  nation 
should  be  slain  therein. 

14.  But  now  this  John,  as  if  his  oath  had 
been  made  to  the  zealots,  and  for  eoiitirmation 
of  his  good-will  to  them,  and  not  against 
thern,  went  into  the  temple,  and  stood  in  the 
Dudsv  of  them,  and  spake  as  follows:  that  he 
bad  run  mauy  hazards  on  their  account, 
and   ji    order    to^et   them    know  of  every 


thing  tb"'  was  secretly  contrived  against  them 
by  Ananus  and  his  party  ;  but  that  both  he 
and  they  should  be  cast  into  the  most  immi- 
nent danger,  unless  some  providential  assist- 
ance were  alTordcd  them;  for  that  .\rfhnus 
made  no  longer  delay,  but  had  prevailed  with 
the  people  to  send  ambassadors  to  Vespasian 
to  invite  him  to  roioe  presently  and  take  the 
city;  and  that  be  had  appointed  a  fast  for  the 
next  day  against  them,  that  they  might  obtain 
admission  into  the  temple  on  a  religious 
account,  or  gain  it  by  force,  and  fight  with 
them  there ;  that  he  did  not  .see  bow  long  they 
coulil  either  endure  a  siege,  or  how  tbey  could 
fight  against  so  many  enemies.  He  added 
farther,  that  it  was  by  the  providence  of  God 
he  was  himself  sent  as  an  ambassador  to  them 
for  an  accommodation  ;  for  that  Ananus  did 
therefore  olfer  them  such  proposals,  that  he 
might  cinie  ujion  them  when  they  were 
unarmed:  that  they  ouiiht  to  choose  one  of 
these  two  methods;  either  to  intercede  with 
those  that  guarded  them,  to  save  their  lives, 
or  to  luovide  some  foreign  assistance  for 
tliemselves;  that  if  they  fostered  themselves 
with  the  hopes  of  pardon,  in  case  they  were 
subdued,  they  had  forgotten  what  di-siierate 
things  they  had  done,  or  could  suppose,  that  as 
soon  as  the  actors  repented,  those  that  had 
sutVered  by  them  must  be  presently  reconciled 
to  them;  wliile  those  that  have  done  injuries, 
though  they  I'releiid  to  repent  of  them,  aro 
frequently  liated  by  the  others  tor  that  sort  of 
repentance;  and  that  the  sulVereis,  when  they 
irct  the  power  into  their  bands,  are  usually 
stilt  more  severe  upon  the  actors ;  tiial  the 
friends  and  kindred  of  those  that  had  been 
destroyed  woul^l  alway  be  layinc  plots  against 
tlieni,  and  that  a  large  body  of  people  wcrp ' 
very  angry  on  account  of  their  gro.ss  breaches, 
of  their  laws  and  [illegal]  judicatures,  iiiso-. 
much  that  although  some  part  niiKht  coniiui-  . 
serate  them,  those  would  1-'  <:'.-  .'^  '  --no 
by  the  majority. 


CHAPTEK  IV, 

THE  lUlMEANS  BEING  SENT  FOR  BY  THE  7T.\ 
LOTS,  CAME  UnilEDIATELY  TO  JERL'SALEM' 
AND  WHEN  THE't  WERE  EXCLUllED  OUT  OP 
THE  CITY,  THEY  L.1Y  ALL  XIC.HT  THERE. 
JESrS,  ONE  OF  THE  HIGH-PRIESTS,  MAKES  A 
SPEECH  TO  them;  and  SIMOX  THE  IDtlUEAN 
MAKES    A    REPLY    TO    IT 

§  1.  Now,  by  this  crafty  speecn.  John  made 
the  zealots  afraid;  yet  durst  not  he  directly 
name  what  foreign  assistance  be  meant,  but 
in  a  covert  way  only  intimated  at  the 
Idumeaiis;  but  now  that  he  might  particu- 
larly irritate  the  leaders  ot  the  zealots,  he 
calumniated   Ananus,  that  he  wa»  about  a 
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pipce  of  barbarity,  and  did  in  a  special  man- 
uer  threaten  thetn.  These  leaders  were  Ele- 
onr,  the  son  ot  Simon,  who  seemed  the  most 
plausible  Dian  of  them  all,  both  in  considering 
what^vas  tit  to  be  done,  and  in  the  execution 
of  what  he  haxi  determined  upon,  and  /ucba- 
rias,  the  son  of  Phalek;  both  of  whom  derived 
their  lamilies  from  the  priests.  Now,  when 
these  two  men  bad  heard,  not  only  the 
common  threatenings  which  belonged  to  them 
all,  but  those  peculiarly  levelled  against 
themselves;  and  besides,  how  Anunus  and 
bis  parly,  in  order  to  secure  their  own  domi- 
nion, hud  invited  the  Komans  to  come  to 
tbein,  for  that  also  was  part  of  John's  lie, 
they  hesitated  a  great  while  what  they  should 
do.  considering  the  shortness  of  the  time  by 
which  they  were  straitened;  because  the  peo- 
ple vrere  prepared  to  attack  them  very  soon, 
and  because  the  suddenness  of  the  plot  laid 
against  ihem  had  almost  cut  olf  their  hopes 
of  gelling  any  foreign  assistance;  for  they 
nii);ht  be  under  the  height  of  their  afflictions 
before  any  ot  their  confetlerates  could  l»c 
informed  of  it.  Uowever,  it  was  resolved  to 
call  in  the  Idumeans;  so  they  wrote  a  short 
letter  to  this  effect:  —  That  Anaiius  had 
ini|)Ose<l  on  the  people,  and  was  betraying  their 
metropolis  to  the  Uomans;  that  they  them- 
selves had  revoltiil  from  the  rest,  and  were  in 
cu^toiiy  ill  the  temple,  on  account  of  the  pre- 
servation of  their  liberty;  that  there  was  but 
a  small  time  left,  wherein  tiioy  might  hope 
for  their  deliverance;  and  that  unless  they 
would  come  immediately  to  their  assistaiifc, 
they  should  themselves  be  soon  in  the  power 
of  Ananus,  anil  the  city  would  be  in  the 
power  of  the  Romans.  They  also  charged 
the  messengers  to  tell  many  more  circum- 
stances to  the  rulers  of  the  liiumeans.  Now, 
there  were  two  active  nieii  proposed  for  the 
carrviiig  of  this  mess-ige,  and  such  as  were  well 
able  to  speak,  and  to  persuade  them  that 
things  were  in  this  posture,  and,  what  was  a 
qualiliciition  still  more  necessary  than  the 
former,  they  were  very  swift  of  foot;  for 
they  knew  well  enough  that  these  would 
r.nmediately  comply  with  their  desires,  as 
being  ever  a  tumultuous  and  disorderly  nation, 
always  on  the  vva:ch  upon  every  motion, 
deligliting  in  mutations;  and  upon  your  flat- 
tering them  ever  so  little,  and  petitioning 
them,  they  soon  take  thuir  arms,  and  put 
themselves  into  motion,  and  make  haste  to  a 
battle,  as  if  it  vvere  to  a  feast.  There  was 
indeed  occasion  for  quick  dispatch  in  the 
carrying  of  this  message;  in  which  point  the 
messengers  were  no  w-ay  defective.  Both 
their  names  were  Ananias;  and  they  soon 
came  to  the  rulers  of  the  Idumeans. 

"2.  Now,  these  rulers  were  grea;ly  surprised 
at  the  contents  of  the  letter,  anil  at  »  hat  those 
that  came  with  it  further  told  them;  where- 
upon they  ran  about  the  nation  like  iiiadinen, 
«nd  luiule  proelainalion  ibal  the  peopW  should 


come  to  war;  so  a  multitude  was  suddenly 
got  together,  sooner  indeed  than  the  time 
appointed  in  the  proclaiuation,  and  every 
body  caught  up  their  arms,  iu  order  to  main- 
tain the  liberty  of  their  uictrupolis;  and 
twenty  thousand  of  tbeai  were  put  into 
battle-array,  and  came  to  Jerusalem,  umicr 
four  commanders,  John,  and  Jacob  the  soa 
of  Sosas;  and  besides  these  were  6imon,  th4 
sun  of  Catidas,  and  Pbineas,  the  son  oi 
Clusothus. 

3.  Now  this  exit  of  the  messengers  wa» 
not  known  either  to  Ananus,  or  to  tbe  guards; 
but  the  approach  of  the  Idumeans  was  known 
to  him;  tor  as  fie  knew  of  it  before  they 
came,  be  ordered  the  gates  to  be  shut  against 
them,  and  that  tbe  walls  should  be  guarued. 
Vet  did  nut  he  by  any  means  think  of  light- 
ing against  tbem,  but,  before  they  came  to 
blows,  to  try  what  persuasions  would  do. 
Accordingly,  Jesus,  tbe  eldest  of  tbe  high- 
priests  next  to  Ananus,  stood  upon  the  tower 
that  was  ovcr-against  them,  aiiii  said  thus:  — 
"  Many  troubles  indeed,  and  those  of  various 
kinds,  have  fallen  u;ion  this  city,  jet  in  none 
of  them  have  1  so  much  wonueied  at  her  for- 
tune, as  now,  wheu  you  are  come  to  assist 
wicked  men,  and  this  after  a  manner  very 
extraordinary;  for  I  see  that  you  are  come 
to  support  the  vilest  of  men  against  us,  au«l 
this  with  so  great  alacrity,  as  you  could  hardly 
put  on  the  like,  in  case  our  metropolis  had 
calleU  you  to  her  assistance  against  barba- 
rians; and  if  1  had  perceived  that  }our  army 
was  composed  of  men  like  unto  those  wiio 
invited  them,  1  had  not  deemed  your  attempt 
so  absurd;  lor  nothuig  does  so  luuch  cemtut 
the  minds  of  men  together  as  the  allianca 
there  is  between  toeir  manners;  but  now  fur 
these  men  who  have  invited  jou,  it  you  Were 
to  exauiine  tbem  one  by  one,  every  one  oi 
them  would  be  found  to  have  deserved  ten 
thousand  deaths;  fur  the  very  rascality  and 
o&eouring  of  the  whole  country,  who  have 
spent  in  debauchery  their  own  suustance,  and, 
by  way  of  trial  beforehand,  have  madly  plun- 
dered the  neigblHiuring  villages  and  cities,  ia 
the  upshot  ot  all,  have  privately  run  together 
into  thia  holy  city.  They  are  robbers,  who 
by  their  prooigious  wickedness  have  profaned 
this  most  sacred  door,  and  who  are  to  be  uotr 
seen  drinking  themselves  drunk  in  the  sanc- 
tuary, and  expeuuiiig  the  spoils  of  those  w  bom 
tbey  have  slaughtered  upon  their  unsatiable 
bellies.  As  lor  the  multitude  that  is  witb 
you,  one  may  see  them  so  decently  adorned 
ill  their  aroiour,  as  it  would  become  ttiem  to 
be,  had  their  metropolis  called  them  to  her 
assistance  against  foreigners.  \\'hat  can  a 
man  call  this  procedure  of  yours  but  tbe  sport 
of  fortune,  when  he  sees  a  whole  nation  com- 
ing to  protect  a  sink  of  wicked  wretches?  I 
have  tor  a  good  while  been  in  duubt  what  it 
could  possibly  be  tfc;it  should  move  you  to  do 
I  this  so  suudeidy ;  liccause  ^rtairdy  you  would 
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not  tike  on  your  armour   on  the   behalf  of 
rulibeis,  and  against  a  people  of  kin  to  you, 
wiitiout  »oiiie  very  great  cause  for  your  so 
(iuir.^';  but  we  have  an  item  that  the  Romans 
are  pretended,  and  that  we  are  supposed  to 
be   going  to   betray   this   city   to   theui;    for 
some  ot  your  men  have  lately  make  a  clamour 
about  tiiose  matters,  and  have  said  they  are 
come  to  set  their  metropolis  free.      Now,  we 
cannot  but  admire  at  tbese  wretches  in  their 
devising  such  a  lie  as  this  against  us;  for  they 
knew  there  was  no  other  way  to  irritate  against 
us  men  that  were  naturally  desirous  uf  hberty, 
and    on    that   account    the   best   disposed   to 
fight  against  foreign  enemies,  but  by  framing 
a  tale  as  if  we  were  going  to  betray  that  must 
desirable  thing,  liberty.     But  you  ought  to 
consider   what  sort   of  people   they  are  that 
raise  this  calumny,  and  against  what  sort  q( 
people  that  ca.'umny  is  raised,  and  to  gather 
the  truth  of  things,  not  by  tictitious  speeches, 
but  out  of  the  actions  of  both  parties;  —  for 
what  occasion  k  there  for  us  to  sell  ourselves 
to  the  Itomans,  while  it  was  in  our  power  not 
lo  have  revolted  from  them  at  the  first,  or, 
when  we  had  once  revolted,  to  have  returned 
under  their  dominion   again,  and   this    while 
the  neighbouring  countries  were  not  yet  laid 
waste/   whereas  it  is  not  an  easy  thing  to  be 
reconciled  to  the  Romans,  if  we  were  desirous 
of  it,  now  they    have    subdued  Cialilee,  and 
are  thereby  become  proud  and  insolent ;  and 
to  endeavour  to  please  them  at  the  time  when 
thev  are  so  near  us,  would  bringsuch  a  reproach 
upon  us  as  were  worse  than  death.      As  for 
myself  indeed,  I  should  have  preferred  peace 
with  them  before  deatli;   but  now   we  have 
once  made  war  upon  them,  and  fought  with 
them,  1  prefer  death  with  reputation,  belbre 
living  in  captivity  under  them.      Uut  farther, 
whether  do  they  pretend  that  we,  who  are  the 
rulers  of  the  people,  have  sent  thus  privately 
to  the  Romans,  or  hath  it  been  dune  by  the 
coinnion  suffrages   of  the   people?       If  it  be 
ourselves  only  that  have  done   it,  let    them 
iiaiiie   those   triends  of  ours  that  have   been 
sent,  as  our  servants  to  manage  this  treachery. 
Hath  any  one  been  caught  as  he  went  out  on 
this  errand,  or  seized  upon  as  he  came  back? 
Are  they  in  possession  of  our  letters?     How 
could  we  be  concealed  from  such  a  vast  num- 
ber of  our  fellow  citizens,  among  whom   we 
are  conversant  every  hour,  while  what  is  done 
privately  in  the  country  is,  it  seems,  knovxn 
by  the  zealots,  who  are  but  few  in  number,  and 
miller  coiitineiiient  aUu,  and  are  nut  able  to 
come  out  of  the  temple  into  the  city?     Is  this 
the  lir»t  time  ttiat  they  are  become  sensible 
how  they  ought  to  be  punished  fur  their  in- 
^oieiit  actiuiis?      for  wliile  these  men   were 
tree  from  the  fear   they  are  now  under,    there 
wa»  lui  su>pici(jii  raised  that  any  ot  us  were 
traitors.      fJut  if  they  lay  this  charge  ugiiinst 
the   [leopK-,    this   must   have   been  done  at   a 
j^uinii'  cousultHtion,  and  not  one  oi  the  people 


must  have  dissented  from  the  rest  of  the  as- 
sembly: in  which  case  the  public  faineof  thia 
matter  would  have  come  to  you  sooner  tha.! 
any   particular  indication.       But  how   couij 
that    be?      Must    there  not  then  have   been 
ambassadors  sent  to  conlirin  the  agreements? 
And  let  them  tell  us  who  tliis  ambassador  was, 
that  was  ordained  for  that  purpose.    But  thia 
is  no  other  than  a  pretence  of  such  men  as  are 
loath  to  die,  and  arc  labouring  to  escape  thosfl 
punishments  that  hang  over  them ;  for  if  fate 
bul  determined  that  this  city  was  to  be  betray- 
ed into  its  enemies'  hands,  no  other  than  these 
men  that  accuse  us  falsely  could  have  the  im- 
pudence to  do  it,  there  being  no  wickedness 
wanting  to  complete  their  impudent  practice* 
but  this  only  that  they  become  traitors.    And 
now  you   Idumeans  arc  come  hither  already 
with  your  urins;  it  is  your  duty,  in  the  tirst 
place,  to  be  assisting  to  your  metropolis,  and 
to  join   with  us  in  cutting  olf  those  tyrants 
that  have  infringed  the   rules  of  our  rigulai 
tribunals,  that  have  trampled  upon  our  laws, 
and    uiade    their    snords    the    arbitrators    of 
right  and  wrong;    for  they  have  seized   up- 
on  men   of  great    eniineiu-'c,    and    under    no 
accusation,  as  they  stood  in  the  midst  of  the 
market- place,  and  tortured  them  with  putting 
them  into  bunds,  and,  without  bearing  to  hear 
what  they  had  to  say,  or   «hat  supplications 
they  made,  they  destrojed  tliein.      Vou  may, 
if  you  please,  come  into  this  city,  though  not 
in  the   way  of  war,  and  take  a  view  of  the 
marks  still  remaining  of  what  I  now  say,  and 
may  see  the  houses  that  have  been  depopulated 
by  their  rapacious  hands,  with  those  wives  and 
families  that  are  in  black,  mourning  fur  their 
slaughtered  relations;  as  also  you  may  hear 
their  groans  and  lamentations  all  the  city  over; 
for  there  is  nobody  but  hatli  tasted  of  the  in- 
cursions of  these  profane  wretches,  who  have 
proceeded  to  that  degree  of  madness,  as  not 
only  to  have  transferred  their  impudent  rob- 
beries out  of  tlie   country,  and    the   remote 
cities,  into  this  city,  the  very  face  and  hi'ad  of 
the  whole  nation,  but  out  ot  the  city  into  the 
temple  also;  for  that  is  now  made  tlieir  re- 
ceptacle and   refuge,   and   the  fountain-head 
whence  their  preparations  are    made  against 
us.      And  this  place,  which  is  adored  by  the 
habitable  world,  and  honoured  by  such  as  only 
know  it  by  report,  as  far  as  the  ends  of  the 
earth,  is  trampled  upon  by  these  wild  beasts 
born  among  ourselves.      They  now  triumph 
in  tile  desperate  condition  they  are  already  in, 
when  they  hear  that  one  people  is  going  to 
fight  against    another    people,  and    one    city 
against   another   city,   and    that   your   natioi; 
hath  gotten  an  army  together  against  its  own 
bowels.      Instead  of  which  procedure,  it  were 
highly  lit  and  reasonable,  as  1  said  before,  for 
you    to  jiiiii    M'ith    lis    in    cutiiiig    olf  these 
wretches,  and  in  particular  to  be  revenged  on 
them  for  putting  this   very  cheat  upon  you; 
1  mean,  for  having  tlu  impiuleuce  to  invite 
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you  to  assist  tbera,  of  whom  they  ought  to 
httVL*  stood  in  fear,  as  ready  to  punish  them. 
15ut  if  you  have  some  regard  to  these  men's 
invitation  of  you,  yet  may  you  lay  aside  your 
arms,  and  come  into  the  city  under  the  notion 
of  our  kindred,  and  take  upon  you  a  middle 
name  between  that  of  auxiliaries  and  of  ene- 
mies, and  so  become  judges  in  this  c;ise.  How- 
ever, con.sider  what  these  men  will  gain  by 
being  called  into  judgment  before  you,  for 
such  undeniable  and  ^uch  flagrant  crime*,  who 
would  not  vouchsafe  to  hear  such  as  had  no 
accusations  laid  against  them  to  speak  a  wo'd 
for  themselves.  However,  let  them  gain  this 
advantage  by  your  coming.  But  still,  if  you 
will  neither  take  our  part  in  that  indignation 
wc  have  at  these  men,  nor  judge  between  Ufl, 
the  third  thing  1  have  to  propose  is  this,  that 
you  let  us  both  alone,  and  miiher  insult  upon 
our  calamities,  nor  abide  with  tliese  plotters 
against  their  metropolis:  for  though  you  should 
have  ever  so  great  a  suspicion  that  some  of  us 
have  discoursed  with  tlie  Romans,  it  is  in  your 
power  to  watch  the  passages  into  the  city;  and 
in  case  any  thing  that  we  have  been  accused 
of  is  brout:ht  To  iig^it,  then  to  come  >in<l  defend 
your  metrop(jlis,  ami  to  iuHict  punishment  on 
those  that  are  found  guilty;  for  the  enemy 
cannot  prevent  you  who  are  so  near  to  the 
city.  But  it.  after  all,  none  of  these  propo- 
sals seem  acceptable  and  moderate,  do  not  you 
wonder  that  the  gates  are  shut  against  you, 
while  you  bear  your  arms  about  you." 

4.  Thus  spake  Jesu>;  yet  did  not  the  nr?u!- 
fitu(!c  of  the  Idumeans  give  any  attention  to 
what  he  said,  but  were  in  a  rage,  because  tney 
did  not  meet  with  a  ready  entrance  nito  *-he 
city.  The  generals  also  had  indignation  at 
the  otfer  of  laying  down  their  arms,  and 
looked  upon  it  as  eqilal  to  a  captivity  to  throw 
them  away.at  any  man's  iiijuru'tion  whomso- 
evL-r.  But  Simon,  the  son  of  Calhlas,  one  of 
their  commamlers,  with  much  ado  quieted  the 
tumult  of  liis  own  men,  and  stood  so  that  *he 
high-priests  might  hear  him,  and  said  as  fol- 
lows:—  *' I  can  no  longer  wonder  that  the 
patrons  of  liberty  are  under  custody  in  the 
temple,  since  there  are  those  that  shut  the  gates 
of  our  common  city*  to  their  own  nation,  and 
at  the  same  time  are  prepared  to  admit  the 
Komans  into  it;  nay,  perhaps,  ar*^  disposed 
to  crown  the  gates  with  garlands  n*  their 
coming,  while  they  speak  to  the  Idoaieans 
from  their  own  towers,  and  enjoin  them  to 
throw  down  their  arms  which  they  hav*»  taken 
up  for  the  preservation  of  its  libeity;  and 
while  they  will  not  intrust  the  guard  yf  our 


•  Tbia  appellation  of  Jerusalem  given  it  'n^r-  by 
Sirauo,  the  general  of  the  lduiD»^ans,  *•  liie  cnmraon 
cil>  "  of  the  IduuieuDS,  who  were  proselytes  of  jusUr«,  as 
Veil  as  of  the  uritinal  n^iUve  Jews.  t;i*^<itly  cotiuiraa  tliat 
maxim  of  tlie  rabhins.  heie  set  down  by  Keland,  that 
"Jerusalem  was  not  assiKned,  or  appropnalrd.  tc  th-* 
trioe  ol  Uenjainin  ur  Judali,  bat  every  tube  haii  equal 
rjglit  to  it  i^ai  ihfir  ci>m  11^  tu  wursbip  ihcrt-  at  the  seve- 
ral fesUvabJ."    bee  a  liiUe  before,  cli.ii^  becu3. 


metropolis  to  their  kindred,  profess  to  make 
them  judges  of  the  dilliTences  that  art;  amnn^ 
them;  nay,  while  they  accuse  some  men  of 
having  slain  others  without  a  legal  trial,  they 
do  themselves  condenin  a  whcle  nutiuii,  alter 
an  ignominious  manner,  and  have  now  wailed 
up  that  city  from  their  own  nation,  which  u»e(t 
to  be  open  even  to  all  foreigners  thai  came  to 
worship  there.  We  have  indeed  come  in  great 
haste  to  you,  and  to  a  war  against  onr  own 
countrymen ;  ami  the  reason  why  we  have  ma<ie 
such  haste  is  this,  that  we  may  preserve  that 
freedom  tvhich  you  are  so  unhappy  as  iii 
betray.  You  have  pridmbly  been  guilty  ol  the 
like  crimes  against  those  whom  you  keep  ii» 
custody,  and  have,  I  suppose,  collected  toge- 
ther the  like  plausible  pretences  against  theiii 
also  that  you  make  use  of  against  us:  Hller 
which  you  have  gotten  the  uiasterv  of  tho.-e 
\vithin  the  temple,  and  keep  them  in  custut'v, 
while  they  are  only  taking  care  of  the  puhbo 
affairs.  Vou  have  also  shut  the  gates  ot  the 
city  in  general  against  natiunn  that  are  the 
most  nearly  related  to  you;  and  while  )Ou 
give  such  injurious  conmiuntis  to  other;*,  you 
complain  that  you  have  been  tyrannized  over 
by  them,  and  lix  the  name  ot  unjust  gover- 
nors upon  sueh  as  are  tyrannized  over  hy 
yourselves.  Who  can  bear  this,  your  abuse 
of  words,  while  they  have  u  regard  to  the 
contrariety  of  your  actions,  unless  you  njean 
tbib,  that  those  Idumeans  do  now  exclude  you 
out  of  our  metropolis,  whom  you  exclude  troni 
the  sacred  ollices  of  your  own  country?  One 
may  indeed  justly  complain  of  those  that  are 
besieged  in  the  temple,  that  when  they  had 
courage  enough  (o  punish  those  tyrants,  wbum 
you  call  eminent  men,  and  free  from  any 
accusations,  because  of  their  being  your  coni- 
panions  in  wickedness,  they  did  not  begin 
with  you,  and  thereby  cut  olf  beforehand  the 
most  dangerous  parts  ot  this  treason.  But  if 
these  men  have  been  more  merciful  than  the 
public  necessity  required,  we  that  are  Idu- 
means will  preserve  this  house  of  <jod,  and 
will  tight  for  our  common  country,  and  will 
oppose  by  war  as  well  those  that  attack  them 
from  abroad,  as  those  that  betray  them  from 
within.  Here  will  we  abide  beture  the  walls 
in  our  armour,  until  either  the  Romans  grow 
weary  in  waiting  for  you,  or  you  become 
friends  to  liberty,  and  repent  of  what  you 
have  done  against  it." 

5.  And  now  did  the  Idumeans  make  an 
acclamation  tu  what  Simon  bad  said;  but 
Jesus  went  away  sorrowful,  as  seeing  that 
the  Idumeans  were  against  all  moderate 
counsels,  and  that  the  city  was  besieged  on 
both  sides;  nor  indeed  were  the  minds  of  the 
Idumeans  at  rest;  for  they  were  in  a  rage  at 
the  injury  that  had  been  offered  them  by  their 
exclusion  out  of  the  city;  and  when  they 
thought  the  zealots  had  been  strong,  but  saw 
nutiiitig  ot  theirs  to  support  them,  they  were 
ui  doubt  about  the  nmlter,  and  many  vi'  them 
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repeated  that  Ihcy  had  come  tliithrr.  But  the 
eharue  that  would  attend  them  in  case  they 
returned  without  doing  any  tUin^  at  all,  so 
far  overcome  that  th«*ir  rej)entance,  that  they 
,'ay  all  night  before  tJie  wall,  though  in  a  very 
bad  eucainpmcnl;  for  there  broke  out  a  pro- 
digious  storm  ia  the  niKht,  with  the  utmoet 
violence,  and  very  strong  wind^,  with  the 
largest  showers  nf  rain,  with  continual  light* 
nings,  terrible  thunderings,  and  amnzing  con- 
cussions and  bellowings  of  the  earth,  that  wan 
in  an  earthquake.  These  things  were  a 
manifest  indication  that  some  destruction  was 
coming  up<Tn  men,  when  tlie  system  of  the 
world  was  put  into  this  disorder;  and  any  one 
would  guess  tliat  these  wonders  foreshowed 
some  grand  calamities  that  were  coming. 

6.  Aow  the  opinion  of  the  Idumeans  and 
of  the  citizens  was  one  and  the  same.  The 
Idumeans  tliought  that  Uod  was  angry  at  their 
taking  arms,  and  that  tlicy  would  not  escape 
punishment  for  their  making  war  upon  their 
metropolis.  Ananus  and  his  party  thought 
that  they  had  conquered  without  fighting, 
and  that  God  acted  as  a  general  for  lliem ; 
but  truly  the}'  jiroved  both  ill  conjectures  at 
what  was  to  come,  and  made  those  events  to 
be  ominous  to  their  enemies,  while  tJiey  were 
themselves  to  undergo  the  ill  elVects  of  them ; 
for  the  Idumeans  fenced  one  another  by  unit- 
ing their  bodies  int4>  one  baud,  and  thereby 
kept  themselves  warm,  antl  connecting  their 
sliiclds  over  their  heads,  were  not  so  much 
hurt  by  the  rain.  But  the  zealots  were  more 
deeply  concerned  for  the  danger  these  men 
were  in  than  they  were  for  themselves,  and 
got  together,  and  looked  about  them,  to  see 
whether  they  could  devise  any  means  of  as- 
sisting them.  The  hotter  sort  of  them  thought 
it  best  to  force  their  guards  with  their  arms, 
and  after  that  to  fall  into  the  niiilst  of  the 
city,  and  publicly  open  the  gates  to  those  that 
came  to  their  assistance ;  as  supposing  the 
guards  would  be  in  disorder,  and  give  way  at 
such  an  unexpected  attempt  of  theirs,  espe- 
cially as  the  greater  part  of  them  were  un- 
armed and  unskilled  in  tlic  affairs  of  war;  and 
that  besides,  the  multitude  o(  the  citizens 
would  not  be  easily  gathered  together,  but 
confined  to  their  houses  by  the  storm;  and 
that  if  there  were  any  hazard  in  their  under- 
taking, it  became  them  to  suffer  any  thing 
whatsoever  themselves,  rather  than  to  over- 
look so  great  a  multitude  as  were  miserably 
perishing  on  their  account.  But  the  more 
prudent  part  of  them  disapproved  of  this  for- 
cible methoJ,  because  they  saw  not  only  the 
guards  about  them  ver>'  numerous,  but  the 
walls  of  the  city  itself  carefully  watched,  by 
reason  of  the  Idumeans.  They  also  supposed 
that  Ananus  would  be  ever^'where,  and  visit 
the  guards  every  hour;  which  indeed  was 
done  upon  other  nights,  but  was  omitted  that 
.night,  not  by  reason  of  any  slotlifuhiess  of 
-Aiuinus,  but  by  the  overbearing  appointment 


of  fate,  that  so  both  hp  himself  might  perish, 
and  the  multitude  o{  the  guanls  might  perish 
with  him ;  for  truly,  as  the  night  was  far 
gone,  and  the  storm  \ery  terrible,  Ananus 
gave  the  guards  in  the  cloisters  leave  to  go  to 
sleep;  while  it  came  into  the  heads  of  the 
zealots  to  make  use  of  the  saws  belonging  to 
tho  temple,  and  to  cut  the  bars  of  the  gates 
to  pieces.  The  noise  of  the  wnd,  and  that 
not  inferior  sound  of  the  thunder,  did  hrrc 
also  conspire  with  their  designs,  that  the  noise 
of  the  saws  was  not  heard  by  the  others. 

7.  So  they  secretly  went  out  of  the  temple 
to  the  wall  of  the  city,  and  made  use  of  their 
saws,  and  opened  that  gate  which  was  over 
against  the  Idumeans.  Now  at  first  there 
came  a  fear  upon  the  Idumeans  themselves, 
wliich  disturbed  them,  as  imagining  that 
Ananus  and  his  party  were  coming  to  attack 
them,  so  that  every  one  of  them  had  his  right 
hand  upon  his  sword,  in  order  to  defend  him- 
self; but  they  soon  came  to  know  who  they 
were  that  came  to  them,  and  were  entered  the 
city.  And  had  the  Idumeans  then  fallen  upon 
the  city,  nothing  could  have  hindered  them 
from  destroying  the  people,  every  man  of 
tliem,  such  was  the  rage  they  were  in  at  that 
Lime ;  but  they  tirst  of  all  made  haste  to  get 
the  zealots  out  of  custody,  which  tliose  that 
brought  them  in  earnestly  desired  them  to  do, 
and  not  overlook  Uiose  for  whose  sake  they 
were  come,  in  the  midst  of  their  dislrecf^es, 
nor  to  bring  them  into  a  still  greater  danger; 
for  that  when  tln'V  had  once  seized  upon  the 
guards,  it  would  t>e  easy  for  them  to  fall  upon 
the  city ;  but  that  ij'  the  city  were  once  alarmed, 
they  would  not  then  be  able  to  overcome 
those  guards,  because  as  soon  as  tliey  should 
perceivo  they  were  there,  they  would  put 
themselv^  in  order  to  fight  them,  and  would 
hinder  their  coming  into  the  temple. 


CHAPTER  V. 

THE  CRrELTY  OF  THE  IDl*MEANS,  WHE\  THET 
WEKE  GOTTEN  INTO  THE  TEMPLE,  DCRINQ 
THE  STORM  ;  AND  OP  THE  ZEALOTS.  CON- 
CERNING THE  SLAUGHTER  OF  ANANCS,  AND 
JESIS,  ANI>  ZACHAUIAS;  AND  HOW  THE 
IDUMEANS    RETIRED    HOME. 

§  I.  This  advice  pleased  the  Idumeans,  and 
they  ascended  through  the  city  to  the  temple. 
The  zealots  were  also  in  great  expectation  of 
their  coming,  and  earnestly  waited  for  them. 
When  therefore  these  were  entering,  they 
also  came  boldly  out  of  the  inner  temple,  and 
mixing  themseives  with  the  Idumeans,  they 
attacked  the  guards;  and  some  of  those  that 
were  upon  the  watch,  but  were  fallen  asleep,^ 
they  killed  as  they  were  asltep ;  but  as  those 
that  were  now  awakened  made  a  crj',  the  whole 
multitude  arose,  and  in  the  amazement  they 
1  were  in  caught  hold  of  their  arms  immediately 
2X  ^    • 
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and  betook  tbemselres  to  their  own  defence; 
and  so  long  as  they  thought  they  were  only 
the  Zfalots  who  attacked  tbem,  they  went  on 
bohlly,  as  hoping  to  overpower  them  by  their 
numbers;  but  when  they  6*i\v  others  pres^-iing 
in  upon  them  aUo,  they  perceived  the  Iduoie- 
an&  were  got  in;  and  the  greatest  part  of  them 
laid  aside  their  arms,  together  with  their  cou- 
nige,  and  betuok  themselves  to  laiuentations. 
Uut  some  few  of  the  yuunger  sort  covered 
themselves  with  their  armour,  and  valiantly 
received  the  Idumeans,  and  for  a  while  pro- 
tected the  multitude  of  old  men.  Others, 
indeed,  gave  a  signal  to  those  that  were  in 
the  city  of  the  calamities  they  were  in;  but 
when  these  were  »Uo  made  sensible  that  the 
Idumeans  were  come  in>  none  of  them  durst 
coine  to  their  assistance;  only  they  returned 
the  terrible  echo  of  wailing,  and  lamented 
their  misfortunes.  A  great  howling  of  the 
women  was  excited  also,  and  every  one  of  the 
guards  were  in  danger  ot  being  killed.  The 
zealuts  also  joined  in  the  shouts  raised  by  the 
Idumeans;  and  the  storm  itself  rendered  tbe 
cry  more  terrible;  nor  did  the  Idumeans  spare 
any  body;  for  as  they  are  naturally  u  most 
barbarous  and  bloody  nation,  and  had  been 
di>tressed  by  tbe  tempest,  they  made  use  of 
their  weapons  against  tho>e  that  had  shut  the 
gates  against  them,  and  acted  in  the  ^me 
manner  as  to  those  that  supplicated  for  their 
lives,  and  to  those  that  fought  them,  inso- 
much that  they  ran  through  tho?*  with  their 
swords  who  desired  them  to  rememl^r  the 
relation  there  was  between  them,  and  begged 
of  them  to  have  regard  to  their  common  tem- 
ple. Now  there  was  at  present  neither  any 
place  for  flight  nor  any  hope  for  preservation; 
but  as  they  were  driven  one  upon  uiother  in 
heaps,  so  were  they  slain.  Thus  tne  greater 
part  were  driven  together  by  force,  as  there 
was  now  no  place  of  retirement,  and  the  mur- 
derers  were  upon  them;  and,  having  no  other 
way,  threw  themselves  down  headlong  into 
tbe  city;  whereby,  in  my  opinion,  they  under- 
went a  more  miserable  destruc'tion  than  that 
which  they  avoided,  because  that  was  a  volun- 
tary one.  And  now  the  outer  temple  was  all 
of  it  overflowed  witli  blood;  and  that  day,  as 
it  came  oej,  saw  eight  thousand  live  hundred 
dead  bodies  there. 

*2.  But  the  rage  of  the  Idumeans  was  not 
satiated  by  these  slaughters;  but  they  now 
betook  themselves  to  the  city,  and  plundered 
every  house,  and  slew  every  one  they  met;  and 
for  the  other  multitude,  they  esteemed  it 
needless  to  go  on  with  kilUng  them,  but  they 
sought  for  the  high-priests,  and  the  generality 
went  with  the  greatest  zeal  against  them;  and 
as  soon  as  they  caught  them  they  slew  them, 
■•  and  then  standing  upon  their  dead  bodies,  in 
way  of  jest,  upbraided  Ananus  with  his  kind- 
ness to  the  people,  and  Jesus  with  his  speech 
m-flt'  to  them  from  the  wall.  Kay,  they  pro- 
C«.^ded  to  that  degree  of  impiety,  as  to  o^t 


away  their  dead  bodies  witbotif  burial,  attboogti 
tbe  Jews  used  to  take  so  much  care  of  the 
burial  of  men,  that  they  took  iiown  iho^-e  that 
were  condemned  and  cruoitied,  and  bnrietl 
them  before  tbe  going  down  of  the  !*un.  I 
should  not  mistake  if  I  said  that  the  death  of 
Ananus  was  the  beginning  of  the  destruction 
of  the  city,  and  that  from  this  very  day  nniy 
be  dated  the  overthrow  of  her  wall,  and  the 
ruin  of  her  atfuirs,  whereon  they  saw  their 
high-priest,  and  the  procurer  of  their  preser- 
vation, slain  in  the  midst  of  their  city.  Ue 
was  on  other  accounts  also  a  venerable,  and  a 
very  just  man;  and  besides  the  grandeur  of 
that  nobility,  and  dignity,  and  honour,  of 
which  he  was  possessed,  he  bad  been  a  lover 
of  a  kind  of  parity,  even  with  regard  to  tb* 
meanest  of  tbe  people;  be  was  a  prodigious 
lover  of  liberty,  and  an  admirer  ot  a  demo- 
cracy in  government;  and  did  ever  prefer  the 
public  welfare  before  his  own  advantage,  and 
preferred  peace  above  all  things;  for  he  was 
thoroughly  sensible  that  the  Romans  were 
not  to  be  conquered.  He  also  foresaw  that 
of  necessity  a  war  would  follow,  and  that 
unless  the  Jew-s  made  up  matters  with  them 
very  dexterously,  they  would  be  destroyed; 
to  say  all  in  a  word,  if  Ananus  had  survived 
they  had  certainly  compounded  matters;  for 
he  was  a  shrewd  man  in  speaking  and  per- 
suading the  people,  and  had  already  gotten  the 
mastery  of  those  that  opposed  his  designs,  or 
were  tor  the  war.  And  the  Jews  had  then 
put  abundance  of  delays  in  the  way  of  the 
Romans,  if  they  had  had  such  a  general  as 
he  was.  Jesus  was  also  joined  with  him; 
and  although  he  was  inferior  to  him  upon  the 
comparison,  he  was  superior  to  the  rest;  and 
I  cannot  but  think  that  it  was  because  God 
had  doomed  this  city  to  destruction,  as  a  pol- 
luted city,  and  was  resolved  to  purge  his 
sanctuary  by  tire,  that  he^cut  off  these  their 
great  defenders  and  well-wishers,  while  those 
that  a  little  before  had  worn  the  sacred  gar- 
ments, and  had  presided  over  the  public  wor- 
ship,* and  had  been  esteemed  venerable  by 
those  that  dwelt  on  the  whole  habitable  earth 
when  they  came  into  our  city,  were  cast  out 
naked,  and  seen  to  be  the  food  of  dogs  and 
wild  beasts.  And  1  Citnnot  but  imagine  that 
virtue herselfgroaned  at  these  men's  c:ise,  and 
lamented  that  she  was  here  so  terribly  con- 
quered by  wickedness.  And  this  at  last  was 
the  end  of  Ananus  and  Jesus. 

3.  Now  after  these  were  slain,  tbe  zealots 
and  the  multitude  of  the  Idumeans  tell  upon 
the  people  as  upon  a  flock  of  profane  aniuials, 
and  cut  their  throats;  and,  tor  the  ordinary 
sort,  they  were  destroyed  in  what  |jlace  soever 
they  caught  them.  But  for  the  noblemm 
and  the  youth,  they  lirst  caught  them  and 
bound  them,  and  shut  them  up  in  prison,  and 

•  K«fff*tmn  ^tr.rxtim,.  or  ^  worldli  worship,*'  as  (u0 
aulbur  lu  luc  Hcorews  cu-iU  the  tuiuctUiiiJ  M/tav**.^*** 
jt«,  "a  woildly  utocluary.*' 
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putoff  their  slaughter,  in  hopes  that  some  of  I  caUed   together,   by   a   public   proclamation, 
them  would  turn  over  to  their  party;  but  not    seventy  of  the  principal  men  of  the  populace. 


one  of  them  would  comply  with  their  desires, 
but  all  of  them  preferred  death  before  being 
enrolled  among  such  wicked  wretches  as  acted 
against  their  own  country.  Hut  this  refusal 
of  theirs  brought  upon  them  terrible  torments; 
for  they  were  so  scourged  and  tortured,  that 
their  bodies  were  not  able  to  sustain  their 
torments,  till  at  length,  and  with  difficulty, 
they  had  the  favour  to  be  slain.  Those  whom 
Oiey  ciught  in  the  day-time,  were  slain  in  the 
night,  and  then  their  bodies  were  carried  out 
and  thrown  away,  that  there  might  be  room 
for  other  prisoners;  and  the  terror  that  was 
0(>on  the  people  was  so  great,  that  no  one  had 
courage  enough  either  to  weep  openly  for  the 
dead  man  that  was  related  to  him,  or  bury 
him;  but  those  that  were  shut  u(i  in  their  own 
houses,  could  only  shed  tears  in  secret,  and 
durst  not  even  groan  without  great  caution, 
le«t  any  of  their  enemies  should  hear  thein; 
for  if  they  did,  those  that  mourned  for  others 
soon  underwent  the  same  death  with  those 
whom  they  mourned  for.  Only  in  the  night- 
time they  would  take  up  a  little  dust  and 
throw  it  upon  their  bodies;  and  even  some 
that  were  the  most  ready  to  expose  them- 
selves to  danger,  would  do  it  in  the  day-time: 
and  there  were  twelve  tiiousund  of  the  better 
sort  who  peri.-hcd  in  this  manner. 

4.  And  now  these  zealots  and  Iduineans 
were  quite  weary  of  barely  killing  men,  so 
they  had  the  impudence  of  setting  up  licu- 
tious  tribunals  and  judicatures  for  that  pur- 
pose; and  as  they  interuLd  to  have  Zacharias.* 
the  son  of  Baruih,  one  of  the  most  eminent 
of  the  citizens,  slain, — so  what  provoked  them 
against  him  was,  tliat  hatred  of  wickedness 
and  love  of  liberty  w  hich  were  so  eminent  in 
him:  he  was  also  a  rich  man,  so  that  by  taking 
him  off,  they  did  not  only  hope  to  seize 
bis  effects,  but  aUo  to  get  rid  of  a  man  that 
had  great  power  to  destroy  them.     So  they 


•  Some  commentators  are  rrtidy  to  suppose  that  Ibis 
"Zacharias.  tiic  suD  ul  Uinicli,'  here  raosl  unjustly 
alam  by  the  Jews  in  the  temple,  was  the  very  same  p<T- 
so.-t  with  "Zacharias.  Ilie  son  of  Barachias."  whom  our 
Saviour  stays  the  Jews  **  slew  between  the  temple  and  the 
altar,"  MatL  xxiiLJ'j.  This  is  a  Boiuewhat  strange  expo- 
sition: since  Zechariah  the  prophet  was  really  ■•  the  son 
of  Barachiah,"  and  "grandson  ol  lildo"  (Zfcli.i.  I);  and 
bow  be  died,  we  have  no  other  acrount,  than  that  before 
us  in  St  .Matthew:  while  this  "Zacharias"  was  "the 
son  ol  Uaruch."  Since  the  slaughter  was  p;ist  when  our 
Saviour  spave  those  wonls.  the  Jews  then  had  already 
flaiii  him.  whereas  this  slaughter  of  "  Zacharias,  the  son 
Banich,"  in  Jusepbus,  was  then  about  thirty-four  years 
future.  And  since  that  slaughter  was  "between  the 
temple  and  the  altar."  in  the  court  of  the  priests,  one  of 
Ibe  most  sacred  and  remote  parts  of  the  whole  temple; 
wbile  this  was,  in  Josepbus's  own  words,  in  the  middle 
of  the  temple,  and  much  the  most  probable  in  the  court 
of  Israel  ooh  (tor  we  have  no  intimation  that  the  zealots 
had  al  this  time  profaned  the  court  of  tbe  priests.  See 
b-v.ch.  LsecL::).  Nor  do  I  believe  that  our  Josepbus, 
vt\M  always  insists  on  tlie  peculiar  sacreilness  rf  tbe 
inmost  court,  and  <»f  the  holy  house  that  was  in  it,  would 
h^«  '.omitted  so  niateri.il  «n  aggravation  of  this  barbarous 
p><>iti— .  MS  perpA'aled  in  a  place  so  very  holy,  had  that 
horn  the  true  place  of  it.  .Se«  Antiq.  b.  xi  cb.  vii.  wet.  i. 
aad  tba  tiou  hers  ou  h.  f.nh.i.s«cL^ 


for  a  show,  as  if  they  were  real  judges,  while 
they  had  no  proper  authority.      Before  these 
was  Zacharias  accused  of  a  design  to  betray 
their  pobty  to  the  Romans,  and  having  trai- 
torously sent  to  Vespasian  for  that  purpose. 
Now  there  appeared  no  proof  or  sign  of  what 
he    was    accused;    but    thi-y    allirined    them- 
selves that  they  were  well  persuaded  that  so 
it  was,  and  desired  that  such  their  allirmation 
might  be  taken  for  sullicient  evidence.     J<ovT 
when  Zacharias  clearly  saw  that  there  was  no 
way  remaining  for  his  escape  from  them,  as 
having  been  treacherously  called  before  them, 
and  then  put   in    prison,  but    not  with    any 
intention  of  a  legal  trial,  he  took  great  liberty 
of  speech  in  that  despair  of  life  he  was  under. 
Accordingly  be  stood  up,  and  laughed  at  their 
pretended    accusation,   and    in    a    few  words 
confuted  the  crimes  laid  to  his  charge;   alter 
which  he  turned  his  speech  to  his  accusers, 
and  went  over  distinctly  all  their  transgressions 
of  the    law,    and    made    heavy    lamentations 
upon  the  confusion  they  had  brought  public 
atfairs  to:  in  the  mean  time  the  zealots  grew 
tuinnltuou",  and    had    much    ado    to   abstain 
from    drawing    their    swords,   although    they 
designed  to  preserve  the  appearance  and  ahovf 
of  judicature  to  the  end.   They  were  also  desi- 
rous, on   other  accounts,  to  try  the  judges, 
whether  they  would  be  mindful  of  what  was 
just  at  their  own   peril.     Now  the  seventy 
judges  brought  in  their  verdict,  that  the  per- 
son   accused    was    not    guilty,  —  as    choosing 
rather  to  die  themselves  with  him,  than  to 
have  his  death  laid  at  their  doors;    hereupon 
there   arose   a  great   clamour  of  the  zealots 
upon  his  acquittal,  and  they  all  had  indigna- 
tion at  the  judges,  for  not  understanding  that 
the  authority  that  was  given  them  was  but  in 
jest.    So  two  of  the  boldest  of  them  fell  upon 
Zacharias  in  the  middle  of  the  temple,  and 
slew  him;    and    as    be    fell   down  dead  they 
bantered    him,    and    said,    "  Thou    bast   also 
our  verdict,  and  this  will  prove  a  more  sure 
acquittal  to  thee  than  the  other."    They  also 
threw  him  down  out  of  the  temple  immedi- 
ately into  the  valley  beneath  it.      Moreover, 
they  struck  the  judges  with  the  backs  of  their 
swords,  by  way  of  abuse,  and   thrust   them 
out  of  the  court  of  the  temple,  and  sparcM 
their    lives  with   no  other  design  than  that, 
when  they  were  dispersed  among  the  people 
in  the  city,  they  might  become  their  messen- 
gers, to  let  them  know  they  were  no  better 
than  slaves. 

5.  But  by  this  time  the  Idumeans  repented 
of  their  coming,  and  were  displeased  at  svhat 
had  been  done:  and  when  they  were  assem- 
bled together  by  one  of  the  zealots,  who  hari 
come  privately  to  them,  he  declared  to  thern 
what  a  number  of  wicked  pranks  they  nad 
themselves  done  in  conjunction  with  those  mat 
invited  them,  and  gave  a   particular  aecoua« 
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of  what  mischiefs  had  been  done  against  their 
metropolis. — He  said,  that  they  had  taken 
arms,  as  thougli  the  high*pricsts  were  betray- 
ing their  metropolis  to  the  Romans,  but 
had  found  no  indication  of  any  such  trea- 
chery ;  but  that  they  had  succoured  those 
that  had  prtlended  to  behevc  such  a  thing, 
while  they  did  thcmselTcs  the  works  of  war 
and  tvranny,  after  an  insolent  manner.  It 
had  been  indeed  their  business  to  have  hin- 
dered them  from  such  their  proceedings  at 
the  first,  but  seeing  they  had  once  been 
partners  with  them  in  shedding  the  blood  of 
their  own  countrymen,  it  was  high  time  to  put 
a  stop  to  such  crimes,  and  not  continue  to 
afford  any  more  assistance  to  such  as  are  sub- 
Terting  the  laws  of  their  forefathers ;  for  that 
if  any  had  taken  it  ill  that  the  gates  had  been 
shut  against  them,  and  they  had  not  been 
permitted  to  come  into  the  city,  yet  that  those 
who  had  excluded  them  have  been  punished, 
and  Ananus  is  dead,  and  that  almost  all  those 
people  had  \yeen  destroyed  in  one  night's 
time.  That  one  may  perceive  many  of  them- 
selves now  repenting  for  what  they  had  done, 
end  might  see  the  horrid  barbarity  of  those 
that  had  invited  them,  and  that  they  had  no 
regartl  to  such  as  had  saved  them ;  that  thoy 
were  so  impudent  as  to  perpetrate  the  vilest 
tilings,  under  the  eyes  of  those  who  had  sup- 
ported them,  and  that  tlieir  wicked  actions 
would  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  Idumcans, 
and  would  lie  so  laid  to  their  charge,  tilt 
someboily  obstructs  their  proceedings,  or  sepa- 
rates himself  from  the  same  wicked  action; 
that  they  therefore  ought  to  retire  home,  since 
the  imputation  of  treason  appears  to  be  a 
calumny,  and  that  there  was  no  expectation 
of  the  coming  of  the  Romans  at  this  time, 
and  that  the  government  of  the  city  was  se- 
cured b}-  such  walls  as  cannot  easily  be  thrown 
down;  and,  by  avoiding  any  further  fellow- 
ship with  these  bad  men,  to  make  some  ex- 
cuse for  themselves,  as  to  what  they  had  been 
so  far  deluded,  as  to  have  been  partners  with 
them  hitherto. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

BOW  THE  ZEALOTS,  WHEN  THEY  WERE  FREE 
FROM  THE  IDUMEANS,  SLEW  A  GREAT  MANY 
MORE  OF  THE  CITIZENS  :  AND  HOW  VESPA- 
SIAN DISSUADED  THE  ROMANS,  WHEN  THEY 
WERE  VERY  EARNEST  TO  MARCH  AGAINST 
THE  JEWS,  FROM  PROCEEDING  IN  THE  WAR 
AT   THAT    TIME. 

§  1.  The  Idumeans  complied  with  these 
persuasions ;  and  in  the  first  place,  they  set 
those  that  were  in  the  prison  at  liberty,  being 
about  two  thousand  of  the  populace,  who 
thereupon  fled  awav  immedintely  to  Simon, 
one  whom  we  shal'  speak  of  presently.     After 


which  these  Idumeans  retired  from  Jerusalem, 
and  went  home  ;  which  departure  of  theirs  was 
a  great  surprise  to  both  parties ;  for  the  peo- 
ple, not  knowing  of  their  repentance,  pulled 
up  their  courage  for  a  while,  as  eased  of  so 
many  of  their  enemies,  while  the  zealots  grew 
more  insolent,  not  as  deserted  -y  their  confe- 
derates, >dt  as  freed  from  such  men  as  might 
hinder  their  de&igns,  and  put  some  stop  to 
their  wickedness.  Accordingly,  they  made  no 
longer  any  delay,  nor  took  any  deliberation 
in  their  enormous  practices,  but  made  use  of 
the  shortest  methods  for  all  their  executions; 
and  what  they  had  once  resolved  upon,  they 
put  in  practice  sooner  than  any  one  could 
imagine ;  but  their  thirst  was  chiefly  aAer  the 
blood  of  valiant  men,  and  men  of  good  fami- 
lies ;  the  one  sort  of  whom  they  destroyed  out 
of  envy,  the  other  out  of  fear ;  for  they  thought 
their  whole  security  lay  in  leaving  no  potent 
men  alive;  on  which  account  they  slew 
Gorion,  a  person  eminent"  in  dignity,  and  on 
account  of  his  family  also;  he  was  also  for 
democracy,  and  of  as  great  boldness  and  free- 
dom of  spirit  as  were  any  of  the  Jews  who- 
soever; tlie  principal  thing  that  ruined  him, 
added  to  his  other  advantages,  was  his  free- 
speaking.  Xor  did  Niger  of  Pcrea  escape  their 
hands;  he  had  been  a  man  of  great  valour  in 
their  war  with  the  Romans,  but  was  now 
drawn  through  the  middle  of  the  city,  and, 
as  he  went,  he  frequently  cried  out,  and  showed 
the  scars  of  his  wounds;  and  when  he  was 
drawn  out  of  the  gates,  and  despaired  of  his 
preservation,  he  besought  them  to  grant  him 
a  burial ;  but  as  they  had  threatened  him 
licforehand  not  to  grant  him  any  spot  of  earth 
for  a  grave,  which  he  chiefly  desired  of  them, 
so  did  they  slay  him  [without  permitting  him 
to  be  buried].  Now  when  they  were  slaying 
him,  he  made  this  imprecation  upon  them, 
that  they  might  undergo  both  famine  and 
pestilence  in  this  war,  and  besides  all  that, 
they  might  come  to  the  mutual  slaughter  of 
one  another;  all  which  imprecations  God 
confirmed  against  these  impious  men,  and  was 
what  came  most  justly  upon  them,  when  not 
long  afterward  they  tasted  of  their  own  mad 
ness  in  their  mutual  seditions  one  against  ano 
ther.  So  when  this  Niger  was  killed.  Ibeii 
fears  of  being  overturned  were  diminished 
and  indeed  there  was  no  part  of  the  people 
hut  they  found  out  some  pretence  to  destroy 
them ;  for  some  were  therefore  slain,  because 
tbey  had  had  differences  with  some  of  them  ; 
and  as  to  those  that  had  not  opposed  them  in 
times  of  peace,  they  watched  seasonable  op- 
portunities to  gain  some  accusation  against 
them ;  and  if  any  one  did  not  come  near  them 
at  all,  he  was  under  their  suspicion  as  a  proud 
man  ;  if  any  one  came  with  boldness,  ho  was 
esteemed  a  contemner  of  them ;  and  if  any 
one  carae  as  aiming  to  oblige  them,  be  was 
supposed  to  have  some  treacherous  plot 
against  them ;  wliile  the  only  punishment  of 
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crimes,  whether  thev  were  of  the  ereatcst  or 
smallest  sort,  was  death.  Nor  could  any  one 
escape,  unless  he  were  venr'  inconsiderable, 
either  on  account  of  the  meanness  of  his 
birth,  or  on  account  of  his  fortune. 

2.  And  now  all  the  rest  of  the  commanders 
of  the  Romans  deemed  this  sedition  among 
their  enemies  to  be  of  great  advantage  to  them, 
and  were  very  earnest  to  march  to  the  city ; 
and  they  urged  %'cspasian  as  their  lord  and 
^neral  in  all  cases,  to  make  haste,  and  said 
ta  him.  That "  the  providence  of  God  is  on  our 
side,  by  setting  our  enemies  at  variance  against 
one  another :  that  still  the  change  in  such  cases 
may  be  sudden,  and  the  Jews  may  quickly 
be  at  one  again,  either  because  they  may  be 
tired  out  with  their  civil  miseries,  or  repent 
them  of  such  doings."  But  Vespasian  replied, 
that  they  were  greatly  mistaken  in  what  they 
thought  Ik  to  be  done,  as  those  that,  upon  the 
theatre,  love  to  make  a  show  of  their  hands, 
and  of  their  weapons,  but  do  it  at  their  own 
hazard,  without  considering  what  was  for  their 
advantage,  and  for  their  security ;  for  that  if 
they  now  go  and  attack  ttie  city  immediately, 
they  shall  but  occasion  their  enemies  to  unite 
together,  and  shall  convert  their  {otcc^  now  it 
is  in  its  height,  against  themselves  ;  but  if  they 
stay  a  while  they  shall  have  fewer  enemies, 
because  they  will  be  consumed  in  this  sedition: 
that  God  acts  as  a  general  of  the  RomaJis 
better  than  he  can  do,  and  is  giving  the  Jews 
up  to  them  without  any  pains  of  their  own, 
and  granting  their  army  a  victory  without  any 
danger;  that  therefore  it  is  tlieir  best  way, 
while  their  enemies  are  destroying  each  other 
with  their  own  hands,  and  falling  into  the 
greatest  of  misfortunes,  which  is  that  of  sedi- 
tion, to  sit  still  as  spectators  of  the  dangers 
they  run  into,  rather  than  to  f5<;ht  hand  to 
hand  with  men  that  love  murdering,  and  arc 
mad  one  against  another.  **  But  if  any  one 
imagines  that  the  glory  of  victory,  when  it  is 
gotten  without  fighting,  will  be  more  insipid, 
let  him  know  this  much,  that  a  glorious  suc- 
cess, quietly  obtained,  is  more  profitable  than 
the  dangers  of  a  battle;  for  we  ouc;ht  to 
esteem  those  that  do  what  is  agreeable  to  tem- 
perance and  prudence^  no  less  glorious  than 
those  that  have  gained  great  reputation  by 
their  actions  in  war:  that  he  shall  lead  on 
his  army  with  greater  force  when  their  enemies 
are  diminished,  and  his  own  army  refreshed 
after  the  continual  labours  they  had  under- 
gone. However,  that  this  is  not  a  proper  time 
to  propose  to  ourselves  the  glory  of  victory ; 
for  that  the  Jews  are  not  now  employed  in 
making  of  armour  or  building  of  walls,  nor 
indeed  in  getting  together  auxiliaries,  while 
the  advantage  will  be  on  their  side  who 
give  them  such  opportunity  of  delay;  but  that 
the  Jews  are  vexed  to  pieces  every  day  by 
their  civil  wars  and  dissensions,  and  are  under 
greater  misfortunes  than,  if  they  were  once 
takan,    could    be    inBicted    on    them    by    us. 


Whether,  therefore,  any  one  hath  regard  to 
what  is  for  our  safety,  he  ought  to  suffer  these 
Jews  to  destroy  one  another;  or  whether  he 
hath  regard  to  the  greater  glory  of  the  action, 
we  ought  by  no  means  to  meddle  with  these 
men,  now  they  arc  afflicted  with  a  distemper 
at  home;  for  should  we  now  conquer  them,  it 
would  be  said  the  conquest  was  not  owing  to 
our  bravery,  but  to  their  sedition." 

3.  .\nd  now  the  commanders  joined  in 
their  approbation  of  what  Vespasian  bad  said, 
and  it  was  soon  discovered  how  wise  an  opi- 
nion he  had  given ;  and  indeed  many  there 
were  of  the  Jews  that  deserted  every  day,  and 
fled  awny  from  the  zealots,  although  their 
flight  was  very  difficult,  since  they  had  guarded 
every  passage  out  of  the  city,  and  slew  every 
one  that  was  caught  at  them,  as  taking 
it  for  granted  they  were  going  over  to  the 
Romans ;  yet  did  he  who  gave  them  money 
get  dear  off,  while  he  only  that  gave  them 
none  was  voted  a  traitor.  So  the  upshot  was 
this,  that  the  rich  purchased  their  flight  by 
money,  while  none  but  the  poor  were  slain. 
Along  all  the  roads  also  va^^t  numbers  of  dead 
bodies  lay  in  heaps,  and  even  many  of  those 
that  were  so  zealous  in  deserting,  at  length 
chose  rather  to  perish  within  the  city ;  for  the 
hopes  of  burial  made  death  in  their  own  city 
appear  of  the  two  less  terrible  to  them.  But 
these  zealots  came  at  last  to  that  degree  of 
barbarity,  as  not  to  bestow  a  burial  either  on 
those  slain  in  the  city,  or  on  those  that  lay 
along  the  roads ;  but  as  if  they  had  made  an 
agreement  to  cancel  both  the  laws  of  their 
country  and  tlic  laws  of  nature,  and,  at  tho 
same  time  that  they  defiled  men  with  their 
wicked  actions,  they  would  pollute  the  Divi- 
nity itself  also,  they  left  the  dead  bodies  to 
putrefy  under  the  sun :  and  the  same  punish- 
ment was  allotted  to  such  as  buried  any,  as 
to  those  that  deserted,  which  was  no  other 
than  death ;  while  he  that  granted  the  favour 
of  a  grave  to  another,  would  presently  stand 
in  need  of  a  grave  himself  To  say  all  in  a 
word,  no  other  gentle  passion  was  so  entirely 
lost  among  them  as  mer«y ;  for  what  were  the 
greatest  objects  of  pity  did  most  of  all  irritate 
these  wretches,  and  they  transferred  their 
rage  from  ihe  living  to  those  that  had  been 
slain,  and  from  the  dead  to  the  living.  Nay, 
the  terror  was  so  very  great,  that  he  who  sur- 
vived called  them  that  were  first  dead  happy, 
as  being  at  rest  already  ;  as  did  those  that 
were  under  torture  in  the  prisons,  declare, 
that,  upon  this  comparison,  those  that  lay 
unburied  were  the  happiest.  These  men,  there- 
fore, trampled  upon  all  the  laws  of  man,  and 
laughed  at  the  laws  of  God :  and  for  the  ora- 
cles of  the  prophets,  they  ridiculed  them  as 
the  tricks  of  jugglers;,  yet  did  these  prophets 
foretell  many  things  concerning  [the  rewards 
of]  virtue,  and  [punishments  of]  vice,  which 
when  these  zealots  violated,  they  occasioned  the 
fulfilling  ef  those  very  prophecies  belongitig 
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to  the.  own  county:  r„^^e,ew»ace^l^.^^^^^^ 

„aent  orade   o    those  °>en    tha     tbe  c   y  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^_^^  ^j^^^^         ^,^ 


^ould  then  be  taken  and  the  sane  uarj  burnt 
by  nght  of  war.  when  a  sedU.on  shou  d 
invade  the  Jews,  and  their  own  haiHi  should 
pXu  the  temple  ot  God  •  ^ow.  whde 
these  zealots  did  not  [quite]  di^beUeye  these 
predtetiou.,  they  u.ade  the.u,elve»  the  mstru- 
lueijts  ot  their  uecouipUihuieut. 


CHAPTER  VU. 

,10W  JOHN  TVBANMZED  OTEB  THE  »EST; 
AND  WHAT  MlSCHlLkS  THE  ZtALOIS  DID 
AT  MASADA.       HOW    ALSO  VtSVASlAN  TOOK 

gauaba;  and  what  action*  wluk  ftii- 
FOIiMED  BY  FLACIDL'S. 

8   1    By  this  Ume  John   was  beginning   to 
tyrannize,    aiul    thought    it   beneath    h.m    to 

"  ...  .  _  .1   .  „  V^/^.tfiiir^  that  otberii 


one  chose  rather  to  suflfer  any  thing  wnuLo- 
ever  in  war,  than  that,  when  they   had  been 
in  a  voluntary  sUvery  for   soiue   tune,  tbey 
.hould  afterward  perish.    So  the  seuilion  was 
"divided    into   two   parts,    and    John    rci«i«;C\ 
in  opposition  to  his  adveraaries  over  one  ol 
tliein-;  but  tor  their  lcader>,they  wMehed  one 
'  another,  nor  did  they  at  .11,  or  at  least  «'  X  l"^' 
tie  meddle  witbarmaiu  ibeir  ^uarrel^ ;  but  they 
fought  earnestly  agauist  the  people,  ""d  con-  ' 
tended  one  with  another  whieh  ot  them  sbuuki 
bring  home  the  greatest  prey       liut  beeau« 
the    city    had  to   struggle   with  three  ol  th, 
greatest  misfortunes,   war.  and  tyranny,  and 
sedition,  .t    appeared,  upon   the  companion 
that  the  war  was  the  leaM  troublesome  l«  lh«  ■ 
populace  of  them  aU.      Accordingly,  tliry  ran 
away  from  their  own  houses  to  toreigners.  ^nd 
obtained  that  preservation  from  the  Kon.ans. 
which  they  despaired  to  obtain  among  theif 


re;  of'barely  the  same  "onours  that  others    ow.i  peopl*^_^^  ^  ^^^^^  ^.^^^^^^^  ^,„,,_  ,„. 

bad;    and   joining  to    himselt    by   "^b'"'   "1      1  j,„,       y^r    nation    to    destruction.^ 

party    of  the  most  wicked  ot  them    "'^VhYJ  There   was  a  fortress  of  very  great  strengllr 

Lroke  0.T  from  the  rest  ot  the  faction.      1  t^  s     1  be«    ^^    "^^  „.b,,b  had  been  built 

was   brought   about   by  his    still   disagremg      «'^       Xnt^^in^s.  both  as  a  repository  to,' 


was  brought  about  by  his  still  disagreeing 
with  the  opinions  of  others,  and  giving  out 
injunctions  of  his  own.  in  a  v.-ry  imperious 
n.anner;  so  that  it  was  evident  he  was  setting 
UP  a  mo-iarchical  power.  Now  some  sub- 
mitted to  him  out  of  their  fear  ot  him,  and 
others  out  of  their  good- will  to  h.m;  lor  he 
was  a  shrewd  man  to  entice  men  to  him.  both 
by  deluding  them  and  putting  cheats  upon 
them  Nav,  many  there  were  that  thought 
thev  should  be  saler  themselves,  it  the  causes 


not  lar  iioiii  .>i.iu3...^....  , 

by  our  ancient  kings,  both  as  a  repositurj  tor 
their  effects  in  the  l.axards  ol  war,  and  tor  the  , 
preservation  of  their  bodies  at  <he  san.e  ti.ne.,^ 
It  is  called  Masaila.  Those  that  were  cal  ed  , 
iicaruhnd  taken  possession  ot  it  tormerly;^ 
but  at  this  time  they  overran  the  neighbour. _^ 
ine  countries,  aiming  only  to  procure  to  lUem-, 
selves  necessaries;  tor  the  fear  they  were  then  , 
111  prevented  their  further  ravages;  but  wben^ 
once  they  were  informed  that  the  Roman  army 


reduced  to  one  head.  ^  ^  not   o  a  g  y  ^^^  ^_^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^,  unleavened, 

His  activity  was  so  f "',  and     ba  .\l._  ^^.j^^^^  tbe  Jews  celebrate  in_  memory 


action  and    counsel,  that   he  had  not  a  few 
guards  about  him;  yet  was  there  a  great  party 


bread,  which  tbe  Jews  celebrate  m  u.emurv., 
of  their  dellve.anee  IVom  tbe  Egyptian  bond- 


■:SS£s;»;^  = -•^s,;'E.^:tr\K^:st.:^ 


envy  at  hiin  weighed  a  great  deal,  xyhile  they 
thought  it  a  very  heavy  thing  to  be  in  sub- 
ieclion  to  one  that  was  formerly  their  equal. 
IJut  the  main  reason  tlat  moved  men  against 
bnn  was  the  dread  of  monarchy,  lor  they 
coukl  not  hope  ea.ily  to  put  an  ei.d  to  his 
power,  if  he  had  once  obtained  itT  and  yet 
lbe>    knew  thai  he  would  have  this  pretence 

.  rhi5  preaic.ion,  that  Ih,  city  U'^f '•^"'If;;"!','' 
il,r„  "be  luktn.and  llie  s.ncumry  burnt  b>  ruhl  ul  »jt, 
TU  a  sed.uon  shouW  iuv.de  .be  Jews,  aud  Ibe.r  u*.. 

Ld,  sl^uM  pollule  .ba(  .e.uple;-  or  a,  ..  ,s,  b  «,.  cb 
«.ct     l"    "Wben  any  one    .hould    beg.n  .u  sla,  lu, 

oumrymen  in  .he  r,.y,"  -»^»='"''"S'"  ""f  PJ"""  fX 
ol  the  Old  Tes.ament.     See  Essay  on  the  Hid    lesla- 

^iie^nT^V-''-  r.h^'-sir^tr'p-d:^?^;^'^ 
;;:";:;b;.^j:  il;'«a,'n'"„':^iku"i.ed  a.  b, ,.  sed,n„^s, 

wMbv  their  very  means  soon  exactly  luU.Ue.U     Ho«- 

:.er   I'caouo.  Z  here  Ute  no„c«  ;-'  V^'^;  1,^1"" 

■  M...    wvi  M    here  (  no.i-U  n\    ur    iiuu- 

.(.n    that  ••1.  ooslit  to  be  taken  lor  granled.  a>  a  c»Ti.,in 

teu.'b     Iba.   man,    pred.cdou.  ol   U.e    Jev.,.b    prnpbe.s 

as.  i.^n,.  lo  me  ,o  far  froiD  cerUilu,  Ilia.  1  inink  H  kas 
Bu  •iidenua  nor  pr»l  »*lli<>  »'  all- 


age,  WUeil    IUC>    ttCiC   av.iv   "«.." 

try  of  tbeir  forelathers,  ibey  came  down  Uy 
night,  without  being  discovered  by  those  that 
coulu  have    prevented   then.,  and   overran   a 
certain  small  city  called  Engadui:  — ui  which 
fxpeuition  they  prevented  those  cituens  that 
could  have  stopped  them,  belore  they  could 
a..n  themselves  and  light  them.      They  als* ; 
Uispeiseii  tbeiu.  and  oast  them  out  ot  the  city. 
As  loi    such  as   could    not  run  away,  being 
wou.cn  anu  children,  they  slew  of  them  abovfl 
>eveu  huiiOred.      Afterward,  when  they  had 
carried   every  thing  out  of  their  houses,  and 
liad  seized  upon  all  the  frmts  that  w-ere  in  a 
aounshing  condition,  they  brought  them  mto 
Masada.      And  indeed  these  men  laid  all  tne 
vlUaees  that  were  about  the  fortress  waste,  and 
inaue  the  whole  .ountry  des.date;   while  there 
came  to  tbem  every  day  trom  all  parts,  not  a 
few  .lien  as  corrupt  as  themselves.      At  this 
time  all  tne  otber  regions  ot  Jua.a  tbal  laid, 
hitherto  been  at  rest  wereln  motion,  by  ine<il*» 
lot  tbe  robbars.     I«ow  as  it  is  in  a  uuman  tHKly, 
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if  the  principal  part  be  infliuiied,  all  the  mem- 
b«_Ts  jire  subject  to  the  same  (tistemper,  so  by 
ineaii!j  of  the  sedition  and  disorder  that  was  in 
the  nietropolis  bad  the  wicked  men  that  were 
in  the  country  opportunity  to  ravage  the  same, 
Accordiiig'Iy,  when  every  one  of  them  had 
plundered  their  own  villages,  they  llien  retired 
into  tiie  t1et*ert;  yet  were  these  men  tbat  now 
got  together  and  joined  in  the  conspiracy  by 
parties,  too  snnatl  for  un  army,  and  too  many 
for  a  gung  of  thieves:  and  thus  did  thc»y  f.ill 
U(>0ii  the  holy  places*  and  the  cities;  yet  diil 
it  now  so  happen  that  they  were  sometime* 
very  ill  treated  by  thuse  upon  whom  they  lell 
wiib  ?.uch  violence,  and  Were  taken  by  them 
a>  men  are  taken  in  war:  buf  still  they  pre- 
vented any  I'iirther  punishment  a$  ilo  robber-?, 
who  a^  soon  as  their  ravages  [are  discovered], 
run  their  way.  Nor  was  there  now  any  part 
of  Judea  that  was  not  in  a  nii:?erablp  condi- 
tion, as  well  as  its  mo>t  eminent  duy  aUo. 

8.  These  things  were  told  Vo^pasiun  by 
deserters;  for  although  the  seditious  wutchi-d 
all  the  passages  out  vt  the  city,  and  destroyed 
!ill,  Mho^oever  they  were,  that  came  thither, 
yet  were  there  some  thar  had  concealed  them- 
selves, and,  when  they  hud  tied  to  the  Romans, 
persuaded  their  general  to  couk*  to  ibrir  city's 
aanistaiiee,  and  !>ave  the  remainder  of  tlie  peo- 
ple; informing  hiin  withal,  that  it  was  upon 
ut --ouiilol  llie  people's  good -will  to  the  Romans 
til. it  many  ut  them  were  already  slain,  and  the 
survivors  in  danger  of  the  Siimi;  treatment. 
Vespa>iaii  did  indeed  already  pity  the  calami- 
ties these  men  were  in,  and  arose,  in  appear- 
ince,  as  though  he  was  going  to  besiege 
Terusalem,  —  but  in  reality  to  deliver  them 
'rum  a  [worse]  siege  they  were  already  under. 
Ilowcver  he  was  obliged  ut  first  to  overthrow 
what  remained  elsewhere,  and  to  leave  nothing 
uut  of  Jeru:<alem  behind  hlul  that  migtit 
niterrupt  him  in  that  siege.  Accordingly 
he  marched  against  Cj'Ulara.  the  metropolis  of 
Perea,  which  was  a  place  of  streiiglh,  and 
entered  thai  city  ou  the  fourth  tiay  of  the 
nuuth  Dy^trus  [Adar];  lor  the  men  of 
power  had  sent  an  embassage  to  him,  without 
the  kiiowledge  of  the  seditious,  to  treat  about 
1  surreiuler;  which  they  did  out  of  the  desire 
:hey  bad  ot  peace,  and  tor  saving  their  elTccts, 
Jecause  many  of  the  citizens  of  Gadara  \Vi:re 
rich  men.  This  embassy  the  opposite  party 
icuew  nothing  of.  but  discovered  it  as  Vespa- 
sian was  approaching  near  the  city.  How- 
ever, they  deapaired  of  keeping  possession 
£>f  the  city,  as  being  inferior  iu   number   to 

*  By  thtrse  li^ac,  or  ''tioly  plact;s.**  as  disltuci  from 
citirek  Diust  bt  laeant  *'  pros-nC'  au''  ut  ••  liuus*"s  o 
pTrtjer"  uut  aTcUie.-:  ol  whicn  «e  find  uicntmn  iiunlr  m 
I'lF  NtfW  I'eitament  and  ulDer  duUi^rs.  NeuLu  r  vi.  12: 
AcUn  xvi-|:t.l<>i  '^ntiq.h.iiv.ch.i.  »rct.i>;  Josepin.>"5 
i..le  &iri-l..^-l  "In  quu  te  qua;ni  proM-iuilia."  Juvrnat 
S»f.  ill.  ver  296.  They  werv  ?«i'ua!ed  aometime^  h\  Mie 
6df9  ol  riTe>9.  Acta  xvi.  11,  or  b>  iit»-  sed-sule.  .Aiiti-] 
I/,  kiv  c*i  r.  KCL2J.  "»o  did  thf  sevnljrwirtiijulrrijrf  (t-r> 
(^  l.t  pj«>  e«er>  murniOf  b\  iHe  Sra^siile,  belure  tiie> 
Wilt  to  Utteir  wurk,  b-  XiL  cb.  iL  s««:i.  12 


their  enemies  who  were  withm  t}ie  city,  and 
seeing  the  Romans  very  near  to  the  city;  so 
they  resolved  to  fly,  but  thought  it  dishonour- 
able to  do  it  without  shedding  some  blood, 
and  revenging  themselves  on  the  authors  of 
this  surrender;  so  they  seized  upon  Dulesus  (a 
person  not  only  the  first  in  rank  and  family  in 
that  city,  but  one  that  seemed  the  occasion  of 
'ending  such  an  emhasa\ )  and  slew  him,  and 
trea'ed  his  dead  body  alter  a  barbarous  man- 
ner, so  very  violent  was  their  anger  at  bim, 
and  then  ran  out  of  the  city.  And  as  now 
the  Roman  army  was  ju^t  upon  them,  the 
people  of  Gadara  admitted  Ve-paMan  with 
joyful  acclamations,  and  received  from  him 
the  security  of  his  right  band,  as  also  a  garri- 
son of  horsemen  and  footmen,  to  gu;ird  them 
agaiti«t  the  excursions  of  the  runagates;  for 
as  to  their  wall,  they  had  pulled  it  down 
before  the  Romans  desired  them  so  to  do, 
that  they  ntight  thereby  give  them  assurance 
that  they  were  lovers  of  peace,  and  that,  if 
they  had  u  mind,  they  could  not  now  make 
war  against  them. 

4.  And  now  Vespasian  sent  IMacidus  against 
those  that  had  fled  from  Gadara,  with  five 
hurulred  horsemen,  ami  three  ihuu.-and  foot- 
men, while  he  returned  himself  to  Cesarea, 
with  the  rest  of  the  army.  But  as  60on  as 
these'  fugitives  saw  the  horsemen  that  pursued 
them  ju>t  upon  their  bucks,  and  before  they 
came  to  a  clo>e  tight,  they  ran  together  to  a 
certain  viiljge,  which  was  called  Uethenna- 
bris,  where  finding  a  great  multituiie  of  young 
men,  and  urmitig  them,  partly  by  their  own 
coitsent  and  partly  by  force,  they  rashly  and 
suddenly  assaulted  Placidus  and  the  troops 
that  were  with  him.  These  horsemen  at  the 
fi:st  onset  gave  way  a  little,  as  contriving  to 
entice  them  tarlher  olf  the  wall;  and  wheu 
they  had  draw  ti  tlieui  into  a  place  lit  for  their 
purpo.se,  they  made  their  horse  encompass 
them  round,  and  threw  their  darts  at  them. 
So  the  horsemen  cut  olf  the  flight  of  the  fugi- 
tives, while  the  foot  terribly  de^l^oyed  those 
that  fought  again&t  them;  fur  tho^e  Jews  did 
no  uiore  than  show  their  courage,  and  then 
were  destroyed;  for  as  liiey  fell  upon  the 
Romans  when  they  were  joined  close  together, 
and,  as  it  were,  walled  about  with  their  entire 
armour,  they  were  not  able  to  tind  any  place 
where  the  darts  could  enter,  nor  were  they 
anv  way  able  to  break  their  ranks,  while  they 
were  themselves  run  through  by  the  RomaA 
darts,  and.  like  the  wiluest  of  wild  beasts, 
ru=hed  upon  the  pomts  ol  ibe  others'  swords; 
so  some  ot  them  were  destroyed,  as  cut  with 
their  enemies'  swords  upon  their  faces,  and 
others  were  dispersed  h\  the  horsemen. 

D.  Mow  l*iacidui's  concern  was  to  exclude 
them  in  their  flight  from  getting  into  the  vil- 
lage; and  causing  his  horse  to  march  contl- 
uualiv  on  that  side  of  them,  be  then  turned 
short  upon  tbe.ii,  and  at  lac  same  time  liia 
men  made  u»e  of  thodr  darts,  amd  easily  X^juK 
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their  aim  at  those  that  were  the  nearest  to  them, 
as  they  made  those  that  were  farther  off  turn 
back  by  the  terror  they  were  in,  till  at  last 
the  most  courageous  of  them  l>rake  through 
those  horsemen,  and  fled  to  the  wall  of  the 
village.  And  now  those  that  guarded  the 
■wait  were  in  great  doubt  what  to  do ;  for 
they  could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  excluding 
those  that  came  from  Gadara,  because  of  their 
own  people  that  were  among  them ;  and  yet, 
if  they  should  admit  tliem,  they  expected  to 
perish  with  them,  which  came  to  pass  accord- 
ingly ;  for  as  ihty  were  crowding  together  at 
the  wall,  the  Roman  horsemen  were  just  ready 
to  fall  in  with  them.  However,  the  guards 
prevented  them,  and  shut  the  gates,  when 
Flacidus  made  an  assault  upon  them,  and, 
fighting  coiurageously  till  it  was  dark,  he 
got  possession  of  the  wall,  and  of  the  peo- 
ple that  were  in  the  city,  when  the  useless 
multitude  were  destroyed ;  but  those  that 
were  more  potent  ran  away ;  and  the  soldiers 
plundered  the  houses,  and  si-t  the  village  on 
fire.  As  for  those  that  ran  out  o(  the  village, 
they  stirred  up  such  as  were  in  the  countiy, 
and  exaggerating  their  own  calamities.,  and 
telling  them  that  the  whole  army  of  Ihe  Ro- 
mans were  upon  them,  they  put  them  into 
great  fear  on  every  side;  so  they  got  in  great 
numbers  together,  and  fletl  lo  Jericho,  for 
they  knew  no  other  place  that  could  afford 
thetn  any  hope  of  escaping,  it  being  a  city 
that  had  a  strong  wall,  and  a  great  multitude 
of  inhabitants.  But  Placidus,  relying  much 
upon  his  horsemen  and  his  former  good  suc- 
cess, followed  them,  and  slew  all  that  he  over- 
took, as  far  as  Jordan;  and  when  he  had 
driven  the  whole  multitude  to  the  river  side, 
where  they  were  stopped  by  the  current  (for 
it  had  been  augmented  lately  by  rains,  and 
was  not  fordable).  he  put  his  soldiers  in  array 
over  against  them  ;  so  the  necessity  the  others 
Nvere  in,  provoked  them  to  hazard  a  battle, 
because  there  was  no  place  whither  they 
could  flee.  They  then  extended  themselves 
a  very  great  way  along  the  bank  of  the 
river,  and  sustained  the  darts  that  were  thrown 
at  them  as  well  as  the  attacks  of  the  horse- 
men who  beat  many  of  them,  and  pushed 
them  into  the  current.  At  which  fight,  hand 
to  hand,  fifteen  thousand  of  them  were  slain. 
while  the  number  of  those  that  were  unwil- 
lingly forced  to  leap  into  Jordan  was  prodi- 
gious. There  were  besides,  two  thoasand 
and  two  hundred  taken  prisoners.  A  mighty 
prey  was  taken  also,  consisting  of  abfee,  and 
sheep,  and  camels,  and  oxen. 

6.  Now  this  destruction  that  fell  upon  the 
Jews,  as  it  was  not  inferior  to  any  of  the  rest 
in  itself,  so  did  it  still  appear  greats  r  than  it 
really  was ;  and  this,  because  nt>t  only  the 
whole  of  the  countn."  through  which  they  fled 
was  filled  with  slaughter,  and  Jordan  could 
not  be  ]:assed  over,  by  reason  of  liie  dead 
oodles  that  were  in  it,  but  because  the  lake 


AsphEdtitis  was  also  full  of  dead  botlies.  that 
were  carried  down  into  itby  the  river.  And  now 
Placidus,  after  this  good  success  that  he  had* 
fell  violently  upon  the  neighbouring  smaller 
cities  and  villages ;  when  he  took  Abila,  and 
Juhas,  and  Bezemoth,  and  all  those  that  lay 
as  far  as  the  lake  Asphaltitis,  and  put  such 
of  the  deserters  into  each  of  them  as  he 
thought  proper.  He  then  put  his  soldiers  on 
board  the  ships,  and  slew  such  as  had  fled  to 
the  lake,  insomuch  that  alt  Pcrea  had  either 
surrendered  themselves,  or  were  taken  by  the 
Romans,  aj  far  as  Macherus. 


CHAPTER  Vni. 

HOW  TESPASIAN',  VPOS  BEARING  OF  SOMK 
COyuOTIONS  IN  GALL,*  KADE  BASTE  TO 
FINISH  THE  JEWISH  WAR.  A  DESCBIPTIO.H 
OP  JERICHO,  AND  OF  THE  GREAT  PLAIN  ; 
WITH  AN  ACCOCNT  BESIDES  OF  THE  LS^Ji 
ASPHALTITIS. 

§  1.  In  the  mean  time,  an  account  came  that 
there  were  commotions  in  Gait,  and  that  Vin- 
dex,  together  with  the  men  of  power  in  thnt 
country,  had  revolted  from  Xero ;  uhich  afi^iir 
is  more  accurately  described  elsewhere.  This 
report  thus  related  lo  Vespasian,  excited  him 
to  go  on  briskly  with  the  war;  for  he  foresaw 
already  the  civil  wars  which  were  coming  upon 
them,  nay,  that  the  vcr}-  government  was  in 
danger;  and  he  thought,  if  he  could  first  re-: 
duce  the  eastern  parts  of  the  empire  to  peace, 
he  should  make  the  fears  for  Italy  the  lighter; 
while  therefore  the  winter  was  his  hinderanre 
[from  going  into  the  field],  he  put  gnrris'  ns 
into  the  villages  and  smaller  cities  for  their 
security ;  he  put  decurions  also  into  the  villa- 
ges, and  centurions  into  the  cities :  he  besides 
this  rebuilt  many  of  the  cities  that  had  been 
laid  waste;  but  at  the  beginning  of  the  spring 
he  took  the  greatest  part  of  his  army,  and  led 
it  fiom  Cesarea  to  Antipatris,  where  he  spent 
two  days  in  settling  the  affairs  of  that  citv, 
and  then,  on  the  third  day,  he  marched  on, 
laying  waste  and  burning  all  the  neighbour- 
ing villages.  And  when  he  had  laid  waste 
all  the  places  about  the  toparchy  of  Thamnas, 
he  passefl  on  to  Lydda  and  Jamnia:  nnd 
when  both  those  cities  had  come  over  to  him, 
he  placed  a  great  many  of  those  that  had 
come  over  to  him  [firom  other  places]  as  in- 
habitants therein,  and  then  came  to  Emmans, 
where  he  seized  upon  the  passages  which 
led  thence  to  their  metropolis,  am!  fortified 
his  camp,  and  leaving  the  fifth  legion  therein, 
he  came  to  the  toparchy  of  Bethletephon. 
He  then  destroyed  that  place,  and  the  neich- 
bouring  places,  by  fire,  and  fortified,  at  proper 
places^  the   strong  holds  all    about    Idumca; 

*  Gr.OaUtia,  and  so  •T«rywb«r«. 
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and  when  he  had  seized  upon  two  villages, 
which  were  in  the  very  midst  of  Idumea, 
Betaris  and  Caphartobas,  he  slew  above  ten 
thousand  of  the  people,  and  carried  into  cap- 
tivity above  a  thousand,  and  drove  away  the 
rest  of  the  multitude,  and  placed  no  small 
part  of  his  own  forces  in  them,  who  over-ran 
and  laid  waste  the  whole  mountainous  coun- 
try; while,  he  with  the  rest  of  his  forces, 
returned  to  Emmaus,  whence  he  came  down 
through  the  country  of  Samaria,  and  hard  by 
the  city  by  others  called  Neapoiis  (or  Sichem), 
but  by  the  people  of  that  country  Mabortha, 
to  Corea,  where  he  pitched  his  camp,  on  the 
second  day  of  the  month  Deesius  [Sivan];  and 
on  the  day  following  he  came  to  Jericho ;  on 
wliich  day  Trajan,  one  of  his  commanders, 
joined  him  with  the  forces  he  brought  out  of 
JPerea,  all  the  places  beyond  Jordan  being 
subdued  already. 

2.  Hereupon  a  great  multitude  provented 
their  approach,  and  came  out  of  Jericho,  and 
fled  to  those  mountainous  parts  that  lay  over- 
against  Jerusalem,  while  that  part  which  was 
loti  behind  was  in  a  great  measure  destroyed: 
tlicv  also  found  the  city  desolate.  It  is  situ- 
ated in  a  plain;  but  a  naked  and  barren 
mountain,  of  a  great  length,  hangs  over  it, 
which  extends  itself  to  the  land  about  Scytho- 
polis  northward,  but  as  far  as  the  country  of 
Sodom  and  the  utmost  Umits  of  tlie  lake 
Asphaltitis  southward.  Tliis  mountain  is  all  of 
it  very  uneaven  and  uninhabited,  by  reason  of 
its  barrenness :  there  is  an  opposite  mountain 
that  is  situated  over-against  it,  on  tlio  other 
side  of  Jordan:  this  last  begins  at  Julias  and 
the  nortliern  quarters,  and  extends  itself 
southward  as  far  as  Somorrhon,*  which  is  the 
bounds  of  Petra,  in  Arabia.  In  this  ridge  of 
mountains  there  is  one  called  the  Iron  Moun- 
tain, that  runs  in  length  as  far  as  Moab.  Now 
the  region  that  lies  in  the  middle  between  these 
ridges  of  mountains,  is  called  the  Great  Plain ; 
it  reaches  from  the  village  Ginnabris,  as  far 
as  the  lake  Asphaltitis;  its  length  is  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty  furlongs,  and  its  breadth  a 
hundred  and  twenty,  and  it  is  divided  in  the 
midst  by  Jordan.  It  hath  two  lakes  in  it; 
that  of  Asphaltitis,  and  that  of  Tiberias,  whose 
natures  are  opposite  to  each  other;  for  the 
former  is  salt  and  unfruitful;  but  that  of  Tibe- 
rias is  sweet  and  fruitful.  This  plain  is  much 
burnt  up  in  summer-time,  and,  by  reason  of 
the  extraordinary  heat,  contains  a  very 
unwholesome  air ;  it  is  all  destitute  of  water 
excepting  the  river  Jordan,  which  water  of 
Jordan  is  the  occasion  why  those  plantations 
of  palm-trees  that  are  near  its  banks,  are  more 
flourishing,  and  much  more  fruitful,  as  are  those 

*  \Thetlier  this  Somorrhon,  or  Somorrhri,  oui:ht 
not  to  be  here  written  Gomorrhn,  ns  Pome  MPS.  in  a 
manner  hnv(.>  it  i  for  the  place  meant  by  Jo^cphus  soems 
to  be  near  Segor,  or  Zoar.  at  the  very  south  of  the  Dead 
i^ea,  hard  by  which  stood  Sodom  and  Oomorrha),  can- 
noi  now  be  oertainly  determined ;  but  seems  by  no 
oiaans  improbable. 


that  are  remote  from  it  not  so  flourishing,  or 

fruitful. 

3.  Notwithstanding  which,  there  is  a  foun- 
tain by  Jericho,  that  runs  plentifully,  and  is 
very  fit  for  watering  the  ground:  it  arises 
near  the  old  eity,  which  Joshua,  the  son  of 
Nun,  the  general  of  the  Hebrews,  took  tho 
first  of  all  tho  cities  of  the  land  of  Canaan, 
by  right  of  war.  The  report  is,  that  this 
fountain,  at  the  beginning,  caused  not  only 
the  blasting  of  the  earth  and  the  trees,  but  of 
the  children  born  of  women;  and  that  it  was 
entirely  of  a  sickly  and  corruptive  nature  to 
all  things  whatsoever,  but  that  it  was  mado 
gentle,  and  very  wholesome  and  fruitful,  by 
the  prophet  Klisha.  This  prophet  was  fami- 
liar with  Elijah,  and  was  his  successor,  who 
when  he  once  was  the  guest  of  the  people  of 
Jericho,  and  the  men  of  the  place  had  treated 
him  very  kindly,  he  both  made  them  amends 
as  well  as  the  country,  by  a  lasting  favour; 
for  he  went  out  of  the  city  to  this  fountain, 
and  threw  into  the  current  an  earthen  vessel 
full  of  salt;  after  which  he  stretched  out  his 
righteous  hand  unto  heaven,  and,  pouring 
out  a  mild  drink-olVering,  he  made  this  sup- 
plication,—That  the  current  might  be  molli 
fied,  and  tliat  tho  veins  of  fresh  water  might 
be  ojiened :  that  God  also  would  bring  into 
the  place  a  more  temperate  and  fertile  air  for 
the  current,  and  would  bestow  upon  the  pco 
l)le  of  that  country  plenty  of  the  fruits  of  tho 
I'arth,  and  a  succession  of  cliildren;  and  tha* 
this  prolific  water  might  never  fail  them 
while  they  continued  to  be  righteous-t  To 
these  prayers  Elisha  joined  proper  operation 
of  his  hands,  alter  a  skilful  manner,  and 
changed  the  fountain;  and  that  water,  which 
had  been  the  occasion  of  barrenness  and 
famine  before,  from  that  time  did  supply  a 
numerous  posterity,  and  afforded  great  abun 
dance  to  the  country.  Accordingly,  the  power 
of  it  is  so  great  in  watering  the  ground,  tha* 
if  it  do  but  once  touch  a  country,  it  affords  a 
sweeter  nourishment  than  other  waters  do 
when  they  lie  so  long  upon  them,  till  they  arc 
satiated  with  them.  For  which  reason,  the 
advantage  gained  from  other  waters,  when 
they  flow  in  great  plenty,  is  but  small,  while 
that  of  this  water  is  great  when  it  flows  even 
in  little  quantities.  Accordingly,  it  water 
a  larger  space  of  ground  than  any  other  waters 
do,  and  passes  along  a  plain  of  seventy  fur 
longs  long,  and  twenty  broad ;  wherein  i* 
affords  nourishment  to  those  most  excellen 
gardens  that  are  thick  set  with  trees.  There 
are  in  it  many  sorts  of  palm-trees  that  are 
watered  by  it.  different  from  each  other  in 
taste  and  name  ;  the  better  sort  of  them,  when 
they  are  pressed,  yield  an  excellent  kind  of 
honey,  not  much  inferior  in  sweetness  to  other 

I  This  exrellent  prayer  of  Elisha  Is  wanting  in  our 
copies.  2  Kjnt;^  ii.  -1,  -"-.  th'iugh  it  be  reft-rred  to  alsr 
in  the  Apoptolical  Constitutions,  b.  rii.  ch.  37;  and  th 
succoea  uf  it  i.'^  mcutlonod  iji  them  all. 
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fcouey.  This  country  withal  produces  honey 
from  bees:  it  also  >)curs  that  bal^m  whit-h  is 
the  most  precious  of  all  the  traits  in  that 
place,  rypress-irees  also,  and  tbo£e  that  bear 
niyrobalanuin;  so  that  he  who  should  pro- 
nounce this  place  to  be  divine  would  not  be 
Dii^itakin.  wherein  is  such  plenty  of  trees  pro- 
duced H.S  are  very  rare,  and  of  the  most  excel- 
lent sort.  And  inileed,  if  we  speak  of  those 
other  fruits,  it  will  nut  be  easy  to  light  on  any 
climate  in  the  habitable  earth  th^itcan  well  be 
compared  to  it,  —  what  is  here  sown  comes  up 
ill  such  clusters:  the  cause  of  which  seems 
to  me  to  be  ttie  warmth  vi  the  air  uud  the  fer- 
tility of  the  waters;  the  warmth  caUihg  lorth 
the  sprouts,  and  making  them  spread,  and  the 
moisture  making  every  oire  of  them  take  root 
firmly,  and  i<iip|>lying  that  virtue  which  it 
fitands  in  need  ot  in  summer-tiaK*.  ^iow  this 
country  is  then  su  sa(ily  burnt  up,  that  no- 
body cures  to  con^e  ut  it ;  and  if  the  water  be 
drawn  up  before  suit-rising,  and  after  that  ex- 
posed to  the  air,  it  becomes  exceeding  cold, 
find  becomes  of  a  nature  quite  coiitrary  to  the 
Binhient  air:  as  in  winter  again  it  becomes 
warm;  and  if  you  go  into  it,  it  appears  very 
gentle.  The  ambient  air  is  here  also  of  so 
good  a  temperature,  that  the  people  of  the 
country  are  clothed  in  linen  only,  even  when 
«now  covers  the  rest  of  Judea.  Tins  place  is 
one  hundred  and  lifty  furlongs  from  Jerusa- 
lem, and  sixty  tVoiii  Jordan.  The  country, 
&s  far  as  Jerusalt-in,  is  desert  and  stony;  but 
that  as  far  as  Jordan  and  the  lake  Aspfaal- 
titis  lies  lower  ihd>ed,  though  it  be  equally 
desert  and  barren,  but  so  much  shall  suflice 
to  have  been  .said  about  Jericho,  and  of  the 
great  happiness  of  its  situation. 

4.  The  nature  of  the  lake  Asphaltitis  is 
«Uo  worth  describing.  It  is,  as  1  have  said 
already,  bitter  and  unfruitlul.  It  is  so  light 
[or  thick]  that  it  bears  up  the  heanest  things 
that  are  thrown  into  it;  nor  is  it  easy  for  any 
one  to  make  things  sink  therein  to  the  bottom, 
if  he  had  a  mind  so  to  do.  AccordingU, 
when  Vespasian  went  to  see  it,  he  commanded 
that  some  who  could  not  swim,  should  have 
their  hands  tied  behind  them,  and  be  thrown 
into  the  deep,  when  it  so  happened  that  they 
all  swam  as  if  a  wind  had  forced  them  up- 
ward*. Moreover,  the  change  of  the  colour 
of  this  lake  is  wonderful,  for  it  changes  its 
appearance  thrice  every  day;  and  as  the  rays 
ol  the  sun  fall  differenlly  upon  it,  the  light  is 
variously  reflected.  However,  it  casts  up 
black  clods  of  bitumen  in  many  parts  of  it; 
these  swim  at  the  lop  of  tiie  water,  ami  re- 
semble both  in  shape  and  bigness  headless 
bulls:  and  when  the  labourers  that  belong  to 
the  lake  come  tu  it,  and  catch  hold  ol  it  as  il 
bangs  together,  thej  draw  it  into  Ibeir  >hips; 
but  when  the  ship  is  full,  it  is  not  easy  to  cut 
oS  the  rest,  for  it  is  so  tenacious  as  tu  make 
the  ship  hang  upon  its  clutls  lid  they  set  it 
Uuiie  with  the  ineiiairual  blood  of  women,  ana 


with  urine,  to  which  alone  it  yields.  Tiuj 
bituiued  is  not  only  useful  fur  the  caulking  ot 
ships,  but  tor  the  cure  of  meu's  bodies:  ac- 
cordingly, it  is  mixed  in  a  great  many  medi- 
cines. The  lenijth  of  this  lake  is  tive  hundred 
and  eighty  furlongs,  where  it  is  extended 
as  tar  as  Zu.ir,  in  Arabia;  bikI  its  breadth 
is  a  hundred  and  lifty.  The  country  of  i^oUoin 
borders  upBu  it.*  It  was  of  old  a  most 
happy  land,  both  fur  liie  fruits  it  bore  and  the 
riches  cf  its  cities,  altijoiigh  it  be  now  all 
burnt  up.  It  is  rehited  how,  for  the  impiety 
of  its  inbabitants,  it  was  burnt  by  lightning; 
in  consequence  ot  ^^bicu  tiiere  are  still  the 
remainders  of  that  (imne  hre;  aiiu  the  traces 
[or  shadows]  ut'  the  tive  cities  ate  siill  to  be 
seen,  as  well  as  the  aslies  growing  in  their 
fruits,  which  truits  have  a  colour  as  if  they 
were  fit  to  be  eaten;  but  if  you  pluck  them 
with  your  hands,  they  dissolve  into  smoke  and 
a^^hes.  And  thus  what  is  related  of  this  land 
of  Sodom  hath  these  marks  of  credibility 
which  our  very  sight  affords  us. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

THAT     TF.SPASI.W,     AfTER    HE     HAD     TAKEN 
UADAKA,     SIADE     PBEPAllATlON     FOK     THK 

sit.GK  or  jercsalem;  but  that,   upon 

HIS  hearing  OF  THE  DEATH  OF  NtBO,  HK 
CHANGED  HIS  intentions:  AS  ALSO,  CON- 
CEKNINO  SIMON  OF  CERASA. 

§  1.  And  now  Vespasian  had  fortified  all  the 
places  round  about  Jerusalem,  and  erected 
citadels  at  Jericho  and  Adida,  and  placed  gar- 
risons in  them  both,  partly  out  of  bis  own 
Romans,  and  partly  out  of  the  body  of  hi"! 
auxiliaries.  He  also  sent  Lucius  Annius  \f 
Uerasa,  and  delivered  to  him  a  body  of  horse- 
men, and  a  considerable  number  of  footmen 
So  when  he  bad  taken  the  city,  which  he  di< 
at  the  drst  onset,  he  slew  a  thousand  of  thosr 
young  men  who  had  nut  prevented  him  b| 
dying  awuy;  but  he  took  their  families  cap. 
live,  and  perpritted  bis  soluiers  to  plundei 
them  of  their  elfccts;  after  which  be  set  fire 
to  their  houses,  and  went  away  to  the  adjoin- 
ing vilhiges,  while  the  men  of  power  lied 
avMiy,  and  the  weAer  part  were  destroyed, 
and  what  was  ren^aiiiing  was  all  burnt  down. 
And  now  the  war  having  gone  through  all 
the  mouiit^utfWs  country,  and  all  the  plain 
country  i*l>u,  thoise  that  were  at  Jerusalem 
were  Uepiived  of  the  liberty  of  going  out  oi 
ttie  cil\ ;  lor  its  tu  Kuch  as  had  a  mind  to  de- 
sert. II. e^  \\ere  wateued  by  the  Zealots;  anj 
as.  io  Micu  .1*  were  not  yet  on  the  side  ol  the 
Kuniaiin,  llieir  ariuy  kept  Uiein  in,  by  eliculiv> 
passing  tile  city  round  about  on  all  sides. 
2.   >iuw    a>    Vcspaaiaii    was    returucU    tO 

•  :»««  the  Bute  oa  b  t.  cb  xiii.  McL  & 
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Cj-serea,  and  was  getting  reaiiy  vrith  all  bis 
Brniy  to  raarcli  (Urictly  to  Jerusalem,  be  was 
iitt'orined  that  Nero  was  <lead,  after  he  had 
reigned  thirteen  years  and  eight  days.  But  as 
to  ally  narration  after  what  manner  he  abused 
his  power  in  the  government,  and  committed 
the  niana?einentolatrairs  to  those  vile  wretches, 
Kym|'hi(iius  and  Tiffellinus,  his  unworthy 
A-eedoieii;  aiid  how  he  bail  a  plot  laid  against 
him  by  them,  and  vnis  deserted  by  all  bis 
guanis,  and  ran  away  with  four  of  his  most 
trusty  freedmen,  and  slew  himself  in  the  sub- 
urbs of  Rome;  and  bow  tho««  that  occasioned 
his  death  were,  in  no  long  time,  brought 
themselves  to  punishment;  how  also  the  war 
in  Gall  ended;  and  bow  Galba  was  made 
emperor,*  and  returned  out  of  Spain  to  Rome; 
and  how  he  was  accused  by  the  soldiers  as  a 
pusillanimous  person,  and  slain  by  treachery 
in  the  middle  of  the  market-place  at  Rome, 
and  Otho  was  made  emperor;  with  his  expedi- 
tion against  the  commanders  of  Vitellius,  and 
his  destruction  thereupon ;  and  besides  what 
troubles  there  were  under  Vitellius,  and  the 
fight  that  was  about  the  Capitol;  as  also  how 
Antoiiius  Primus  and  Sluciaiius  slew  Vitel- 
iius,  and  his  German  legions,  and  thereby  put 
an  end  to  that  civil  war,  —  I  have  omitted  to 
give  an  exact  account  of  them,  because  they 
are  well  known  by  all,  and  they  are  described 
by  a  great  iiumber  of  Greek  and  Roman 
authors;  yet  for  the  sake  of  the  connection 
of  matters,  and  that  my  history  may  nut 
be  incoherent,  I  have  just  touched  upon 
every  thing  briefly.  Wherefore  Vespasian 
put  olT  at  lirst  bis  expedition  against  Jeru 
salem,  and  stood  waiting  whither  the  empire 
would  be  transferred  after  the  death  of  Nero 
Moreover,  when  he  beard  that  Galba  was 
made  emperor,  be  attempted  nothing  till  be 
also  sbouJd  send  hiui  soiue  directions  about 
the  war:  however,  be  sent  his  sou  Titus  to 
him,  to  salute  him,  and  to  receive  bis  com- 
cnands  about  the  Je as.  Upon  the  very  same 
errand  did  king  Agrippa  sail  along  with 
Titus  to  Galba;  but  as  they  were  sailing 
ill  their  long  ships  by  the  coasts  of  Acbaia, 
far  it  was  winter-time,  they  beard  that 
Galba  was  slain,  before  they  could  get  to 
biin,  after  he  had  reigned  feven  n^wntiis  and 
as  many  days.  Alvtr  whom  Otho  took  the 
government,  and  undertook  the  management 
of  public  atikirs.  So  Agrippa  resolved  to  go 
on  to  Rome  without  any  ten  or  on  account  of 
the  change  in  the  government;  but  Titus,  by 
a  Hi  vine  impulse,  sailed  back  from  Greece  to 
Syria,  and  came  in  great  haste  to  Cesarea,  to 
his  father.  And  now  they  were  both  in  sus- 
pense  about  the   public  affairs,   the   Roman 

*  Of  thei>«  Itoinan  alTilcs  and  tumults  under  (Jalbu, 
Oluu,  antl  VitT-Iliiis,  Ijere  onl\  tuuclied  ufion  b>  Jusepliu^. 
MC  I  acitus,  Suf  toiiiui.  aud  Dio  miire  Ur^ely.  How- 
f/  T.  v-f!  may  ohset\e  with  Otiius.  Inat  Jo&eptius  writes 
Cir  naitje  ot  the  secoDfl  o(  Ihem  not  OUo,  witb  aiai.^ 
oUi^ri,  hut  Dtbo,  with  ttie  cu'iBA.     See  aJso  the  duIc  od 


empire  being  then  in  a  fluctuating  condition, 
and  did  not  go  on  with  their  expedition  against 
the  Jews,  but  thought  that  to  make  any  attack 
upon  foreigners  waa  now  unseasonable,  on 
account  of  the  solicitude  they  were  in  for 
their  own  country. 

3.  And  now  there  arose  another  war  at 
Jerusalem.  There  w;i3  a  son  of  Giora,  one 
Simon,  by  birth  of  Gerasa,  a  young  man,  not 
so  cunning  indeed  as  John  £of  Giscbala],  who 
had  already  seised  upon  the  city,  but  superior 
in  strength  of  body  and  <»urage;  on  which 
account,  when  he  had  been  driven  away  from 
that  Acrabattene  toparchy,  which  be  once  had, 
bv  .\iianus  the  high-priest,  he  came  to  those 
robbers  «ho  had  seized  upon  Masada.  At 
first  they  suspected  him,  and  only  permitted 
him  to  come  with  the  women  he  brought  with 
him  into  the  lower  part  of  the  fortress,  while 
they  dwelt  in  the  upper  part  of  it  themselves. 
However,  his  manner  so  well  agreed  with 
theirs,  and  he  seemed  so  trusty  a  man,  that  he 
went  out  vvith  them,  and  ravaged  and  destroyed 
the  country  with  them  about  Masada;  yet 
when  he  persuaded  them  to  undertake  greater 
thing'!,  he  could  not  prevail  with  them  so  to 
do;  f<*r  as  they  were  accustomed  to  dwell  io 
that  citadel,  they  were  afraid  of  going  far  from 
that  which  was  their  hiding-place;  but  he 
affecting  to  tyrannize,  and  being  fond  of  great- 
ness, when  he  had  heard  of  the  death  ol 
Ananus,  left  them,  and  went  into  the  mouue 
tainous  part  of  the  country.  So  he  proclaimed 
liberty  to  those  in  slavery,  and  a  reward  t« 
those  already  free,  and  got  together  a  Bet  oj 
wicked  men  from  all  quarters. 

4.  And  as  he  had  now  a  strong  body  ol 
men  about  him,  he  over-ran  the  villages  that 
lay  in  the  mountainous  country,  and  when 
there  were  stiU  more  and  more  that  came  to 
him,  he  ventured  to  go  down  into  the  lower 
parts  of  the  country,  and  since  he  was  now 
become  formidable  to  the  cities,  many  of  the 
men  of  power  were  corrupted  by  him;  so  that 
his  army  was  no  longer  composed  of  slaves 
and  robbers,  but  a  great  many  of  the  populace 
were  obedient  to  him  as  to  their  luig.  He 
then  over-ran  the  Acrabattene  toparchy,  and 
the  places  Loat  reached  as  far  as  the  Great 
Idumea;  for  be  built  a  wall  at  a  certain 
village  called  Nain,  and  made  use  of  that  as  a 
fortress  for  his  own  party's  security;  and  at 
the  valley  called  Paran,  he  enlarged  many  ot 
the  caves,  and  many  others  be  found  readv  for 
his  purpose;  these  he  made  use  of  as  reposi- 
tories for  his  treasures,  and  receptacles  for  his 
prey,  and  therein  he  laid  up  the  fruit»  that  he 
had  got  by  rapine;  and  many  of  t'.s  partisans 
had  their  dwelling  in  them;  and  he  made  no 
secret  of  it  that  he  was  exetttsing  his  men 
beforehand,  and  making  preparations  for  the 
assault  of  Jerusalem. 

5.  Whereupon  the  zealots,  out  of  the  dread 
they  were  in  of  his  attacking  them,  and  bein? 
willing  to  prevent  one  that  was  growing  up  to 
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oppose  them,  went  ont  against  him  with  their 
weapons.  Simon  met  them,  and  joining  bat- 
tle with  them,  slew  a  considerable  number  of 
them,  and  drove  the  rest  before  him  into  the 
cit>':  but  durst  not  trust  so  much  upon  his 
forces  as  to  make  an  assault  upon  the  walls ; 
but  he  resolved  first  to  subdue  Idumra,  and 
as  he  had  now  twenty  thousand  armed  men, 
he  marched  to  the  borders  of  their  country. 
Hereupon  the  rulers  of  the  Idumeans  got  toge- 
ther on  the  sudden  the  most  warlike  part  of 
their  people,  about  twenty-five  thousand  in 
number,  and  permitted  the  rest  to  be  a  guard 
to  their  own  country,  by  reason  of  the  incur- 
sions that  were  made  by  the  SicoHi  that  were 
at  Masada.  Thus  they  received  iSimon  at  their 
borders,  where  they  fought  him  and  conti- 
nued the  battle  all  that  day ;  and  the  dispute 
lay  whether  they  had  conquered  him  or  been 
conquered  by  hira.  So  he  went  back  to  Nain, 
as  did  the  Idumeans  return  home.  Nor  was  it 
long  ere  Simon  came  violently  again  upon  their 
country;  when  he  pitched  his  camp  at  a  cer- 
tain village  called  Thecoc,  and  sent  Eleazar, 
one  of  his  companions,  to  those  that  kept  gar- 
rison at  Herodium,  and  in  order  to  persuade 
them  to  surrender  that  fortress  to  him.  The 
garrison  received  this  man  readily,  while  they 
knew  nothing  of  what  he  came  about;  but  as 
soan  as  he  talked  of  the  surrender  of  the  place, 
they  fell  upon  him  with  their  drawn  swords, 
till  he  found  he  had  no  place  for  flight,  when 
he  threw  himself  down  from  the  wall  into  the 
valley  beneath;  so  he  died  immediately:  but 
the  Idumeans,  who  were  already  much  afraid 
of  Simon's  power,  thought  fit  to  take  a  view 
of  the  enemy's  army  before  they  hazarded  a 
battle  with  him. 

G.  Now,  there  was  one  of  their  comman- 
ders, named  Jacob,  who  offered  to  serve  them 
readily  upon  that  occasion,  but  had  it  in  his 
mind  to  betray  them.  He  went  therefore 
from  the  village  Alurus,  wherein  the  army  of 
the  Idumeans  were  gotten  together,  and  came 
to  Simon,  and  at  the  verj'  first  he  agreed  to 
betray  his  country  to  him,  and  took  assurances 
upon  oath  from  him  that  he  should  always 
have  him  in  esteem,  and  then  promised  him 
thai  he  would  assist  him  in  subduing  all 
Idumea  under  him;  upon  which  account  he 
was  feasted  after  an  obliging  manner  by 
Simon,  and  elevated  by  his  mighty  promises ; 
and  when  he  was  returned  to  his  own  men. 
he  at  first  bcUed  the  army  of  Simon,  and  said 
it  was  manifold  more  in  number  than  what 
it  was;  after  which,  he  dexterously  persuaded 
the  commanders,  and  by  degrees  the  whole 
multitude,  to  receive  Simon,  and  to  surrender 
the  whole  government  up  to  him  without 
fighting;  and  as  he  was  doing  this,  he  incited 
Simon  by  his  messengers,  and  promised  him 
to  disperse  the  Idumeans,  which  he  performed 
also ;  for  as  soon  as  their  army  was  nigh  them, 
he  first  of  all  got  upon  his  horse,  and  fled, 
together  with  those  whom  h»  hod  corrupted; 


hereupon  a  terror  fell  upon  the  whole  multi 
tude ;  and    before  it  came    to    a    close    fights 
they  broke  their  ranks,  and  every  one  retired 
to  his  own  home. 

7.  Thus  did  Simon  unexpectedly  march 
into  Idumea,  without  bloodshed,  and  made  » 
sudden  attack  upon  the  city  Hebron,  and 
took  it;  wherein  he  got  possesion  of  a  great 
deal  of  prey,  and  plundered  it  of  a  vast  quan- 
tity of  fruit.  Now,  the  people  of  the  coun- 
try say,  that  it  is  an  ancienler  city,  not  only 
than  any  in  that  country',  but  than  Memphis 
in  Egypt,  and  accordingly  its  age  is  reckoned 
at  two  thousand  and  three  hundred  years- 
They  also  relate  that  it  had  been  tlie  habita- 
tion of  Abram,  tlie  progenitor  of  the  Jews, 
after  he  had  removed  ©ut  of  Mesopotamia; 
and  they  say  that  his  posterity  descended  from 
thence  into  Egypt,  whose  monuments  are  ta 
this  very  time  shown  in  that  small  city ;  the 
fabric  of  which  monuments  are  of  the  most 
excellent  marble,  and  wrought  after  the  must 
elegant  manner.  There  is  also  there  shown, 
at  the  distance  of  six  furlongs  from  the  city, 
a  very  large  turpcnline-tree  ;•  and  the  report 
goes,  that  this  tree  has  continued  ever  since 
the  creation  of  the  world.  Thence  did  Simon 
make  his  progress  over  all  Idumea,  and  did 
not  only  ravage  the  cities  and  villages,  but 
laid  waste  the  whole  country;  for,  besides 
those  that  were  completely  armed,  he  had 
forty  thousand  men  that  followed  him,  inso- 
much that  he  had  not  provisions  enough  to 
suffice  such  a  multitude.  Now,  besides  this 
want  of  provisions  that  he  was  in,  he  was  of 
a  barbarous  disposition,  and  bore  great  anger 
at  this  nation,  by  which  means  it  came  to  pass 
that  Idumea  was  greatly  depopulated ;  and 
as  one  may  see  all  the  woods  behind  despoiled 
of  their  leaves  by  locusts,  after  they  have  been 
there,  so  was  there  nothing  left  behind 
Simon's  army  but  s  desert.  Some  places  they 
burnt  down,  some  they  utterly  demolished, 
and  whatsoever  grew  in  the  country,  they 
either  trod  it  down  or  fed  upon  it,  and  by 
their  marches  they  made  the  ground  that  was 
cultivated,  harder  and  more  untractable  than 
that  which  was  barren.  In  short,  there  wa« 
no  sign  remaining  of  those  places  that  had 
been  laid  waste,  that  ever  they  had  had  a 
being. 

8.  This  success  of  Simon  excited  the  zea- 
lots afresh;  and  though  they  were  afraid  to 
fight  him  openly  in  a  feir  battle,  yet  did  they 
lay  ambushes  in  the  passes,  and  seized  upoiv 
his  wiie,  with  a  considerable  number  of  her 
attendants ;  whereupon  they  came  back  to 
the  city  rejoicing,  as  if  they  had  taken  Simon 
himself  captive,  and  were  in  present  expecta- 
tion that  he  would   lay  down   his  arms,  and 

*  j^ome  of  the  aurients  mil  thi**  fumnus  tree,  or  grove, 
an  oak;  olherfl,  a  turpentine-trte.  or  proTC.  It  ba» 
been  verv  famous  in  sll  the  past  «ores,  anfl  is  so,  I  sup- 
pose, at  this  day,  nnd  tlmt  jiartifiilorly  fcr  an  eminent 
mart,  or  meeting  of  mercbantii  tli«rc  every  year,  a«  th» 
traveUers  inform  ns. 
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make  supplication  to  them  for  his  wife ;  but 
instead  of  indulging  any  merciful  affections, 
he  grew  very  angry  at  them  for  seizing  his 
beloved  wife;  so  he  came  to  the  wall  of  Jeru- 
salem, and,  like  wild  beasts  when  they  are 
wounded,  and  cannot  overtake  those  that 
wounded  them,  he  vented  his  spleen  upon  all 
persons  that  he  met  with.  Accordingly,  he 
caught  all  those  that  were  come  out  of  the 
city-gates,  either  to  gather  herbs  or  sticks, 
who  were  unarmed  and  in  years;  he  then 
tormented  them  and  destroyed  them,  out  of 
the  immense  rage  he  was  in,  and  was  almost 
ready  to  taste  the  very  flesh  of  their  dead 
bodies.  He  also  cut  off  the  hands  of  a  great 
many,  and  sent  them  into  the  city  to  astonish 
his  enemies,  and  in  order  to  make  the  people 
fall  into  a  sedition,  and  desert  those  that  had 
been  the  authors  of  his  wife's  seizure.  He 
also  enjoined  them  to  tell  the  people  that  Si- 
mon swore  by  the  God  of  the  universe,  who 
sees  all  things,  that  unless  they  will  restore 
him  his  wife,  he  will  break  down  their  wall, 
and  inflict  the  like  punishment  upon  all  the 
citizens,  without  sparing  any  age,  and  with- 
out making  anv  distinction  between  the  guilty 
and  the  Innocent.  These  threatenings  so 
greatly  affrighted,  not  the  people  only,  but 
the  zealots  themselves  also,  that  they  sent  his 
wife  back  to  him, — when  he  becemc  a  little 
milder,  and  left  off  his  perpetual  blood-shed- 
ding. 

9.  But  now  sedition  and  civil  war  prevailed, 
not  only  over  Judea,  but  in  Italy  also;  for 
now  Galba  was  slain  in  the  midst  of  the 
Roman  market-place;  then  was  Otho  made 
emperor,  and  fought  against  Vitellius,  who 
set  up  for  emperor  also;  for  the  legions  in 
(Jermany  had  chosen  him :  but  when  he  gave 
battle  to  Vatens  and  Cicinna,  who  were 
Vilellius's  generals,  at  Betriacum,  in  Gall, 
Otho  gained  the  advantage  on  the  tirst  day; 
I)Ut  on  the  second  day  Vitellius*s  soldiers  had 
the  victory  :  and  after  much  slaughter,  Otho 
slew  himself,  when  he  had  heard  of  this 
defeat  at  Brixia,  and  after  he  had  managed 
the  public  affairs  three  months  and  two 
(hiYs.*  Olho's  army  also  came  over  to  Vitel- 
lius's  generals,  and  he  came  himself  down 
to  Rome  with  his  army ;  but  in  the  mean 
time  Vespasian  removed  from  Cesarea,  on 
tiie  fiflh  day  of  the  month  D^esius  [Sivan], 
and  marched  against  those  places  of  Judea 
which  were  not  yet  overthrown.  So  he  went 
up  to  the  mountainous  county,  and  took 
those  two  toparchies  that  were  called  the 
Gophnitick  and  Acrabattene  toparchies.  After 
which  he  took  Bethel  and  Ephraim,  two  small 
cities ;  and  when  he  had  put  garrisons  into 
them,  he  rode  as  far  as  Jerusalem,  in  which 
march  he  took  many  prisoners,  and  many 
captives.  But  Cerealis,  one  of  his  commanders, 

*  .^oetoniuB  differs  bartlly  thre^  days  from  .Tosephun. 
and  says  otho  perished  on  thts  uinety-fifth  day  of  h'u* 
nign.    In  Othon.    See  the  nut«,  rb-  xi.  sect.  X. 


took  a  body  of  horsemen  and  footmen,  and 
laid  waste  that  part  of  Idumea  which  was 
called  the  Upper  Idumea.  and  attacked 
Caphethra,  which  pretended  to  be  a  small  city, 
and  took  it  at  the  first  onset,  and  burnt  it 
down.  He  also  attacked  Capharabim,  and 
laid  siege  to  it,  for  it  had  a  very  strong  wall; 
and  when  he  expected  to  spend  a  long  time 
in  that  siege,  those  that  were  within  opened 
their  gates  on  the  sudden,  and  came  to  beg 
pardon,  and  surrendered  themselves  up  to 
him.  When  Cerealis  had  conquered  them  he 
went  to  Hebron,  another  very  ancient  city.  I 
have  told  you  already,  that  this  city  is  situated 
in  a  mountainous  country  not  far  off  Jerusa- 
lem ;  and  when  he  had  broken  into  the  city 
by  force,  what  multitude  and  young  men  were 
left  therein  he  slew,  and  burnt  down  the  city; 
80  that  as  now  all  the  places  were  taken, 
excepting  Herodium,  and  Masada,  and  Mache- 
rus,  which  where  in  the  possession  of  the 
robbers,  so  Jerusalem  was  what  the  Romans 
at  present  aimed  at. 

10.  And  now,  as  soon  as  Simon  had  set 
his  wife  free,  and  recovered  her  from  the  zea- 
lots, he  returned  back  to  the  remainders  of 
Idumea,  anrl  driving  the  nation  all  before 
him  from  all  quarters,  he  compelled  a  great 
number  of  them  to  retire  to  Jerusalem  ;  he 
followed  them  himself  also  to  the  city,  and 
encompassed  the  wall  all  round  again ;  and 
when  he  lighted  upon  any  labourers  that  were 
coming  thither  out  of  the  country,  he  slew 
them.  Now  this  Simon,  who  was  without  the 
wall,  was  a  greater  terror  to  the  peopje  than 
the  Romans  themselves,  as  were  the  zealots 
who  were  within  it  more  her>vy  upon  them 
than  both  of  the  other;  and  during  this  time 
did  the  mischievous  contrivances  and  courage 
[of  John]  corrupt  the  body  of  the  Galileans; 
lor  these  GalQcans  had  advanced  this  John, 
and  made  him  very  potent,  who  made  them  a 
suitable  requital  from  the  authority  he  had 
obtained  bv  their  means ;  for  he  permitted 
them  to  do  all  things  that  any  of  them  desired 
to  do,  while  their  inclination  to  plunder  was 
insatiable,  as  was  their  zeal  in  searching  the 
houses  of  the  rich;  and  for  the  murdering  of 
the  men,  and  abusing  of  the  women,  it  was 
sport  to  them.  They  also  devoured  what 
spoils  they  had  taken,  together  with  their 
blood,  and  indulged  themselves  in  feminine 
wantonness,  without  any  disturbance,  till  they 
were  satiated  therewith:  while  they  decked 
their  hair,  and  put  on  women's  garments,  and 
were  besmeared  over  with  ointments ;  and 
that  they  might  appear  very  comely,  they  had 
paints  under  their  eyes,  and  imitated,  not 
•mly  the  ornaments,  but  also  the  lusts  of 
women,  and  were  guilty  of  such  intolerable 
uncleanness.  that  they  invented  unlawful  plea- 
sures of  that  sort.  And  thus  did  they  roll 
themselves  up  and  down  the  city,  as  in  a  bro- 
thel-house, and  defiled  it  entirely  with  their 
impure  actions:  nay,  while  their  faces  looked 


702 


WARS  OF  THE  JEWS. 


BOOK  IV. 


Uke  the  faces  of  women,  tbey  killed  with  tbeir 
right  bands;  and  when  tbeir  gait  was  etfe- 
minate,  tbey  presently  attacked  men,  and 
became  warriors,  and  drew  their  swords  from 
under  their  tinely-dyed  cloaks,  and  ran  every 
body  through  whom  they  alighted  upon. 
Howevtr,  Simon  waited  for  such  as  ran 
away  frum  Jubu,  and  was  the  more  bloody 
bt  the  two:  and  he  who  bad  escaped  the 
tvrant  within  the  wall,  was  destroyed  by  the 
other  that  lay  befure  the  gates.  60  that  all 
attempts  of  Hying  and  deserting  to  the 
Romans  were  cut  off,  if  any  bad  a  mind  so 
ti>  do. 

11.  Yet  did  the  army  that  was  under 
Julin  raise  a  sedition  figainst  him;  and  all  the 
iduuieans  separated  themselves  frum  IIh; 
tyrant,  and  attempted  to  destroy  him,  and  this 
out  uf  tbeir  envy  at  his  power  and  hatred  uf 
bis  ertiolty;  so  they  got  together,  and  slew 
many  uf  tbe  zealots,  and  druve  the  rest  befure 
them  into  that  royal  palace  that  was  built  by  1 
Grapte,  who  was  a  relation  of  laate'S,  tbe  king  ' 
of  Adiabene;  the  Iduuieans  fell  in  with  them  1 
and  drove  tbe  sealots  out  thence  into  the  teni-  { 
p)e,  and  betook  tbeuiselves  to  plunder  John's 
elfects;  fur  both  he  bioiself  was  in  that  palace,  j 
and  therein  had  he  laid  up  the  spoils  he  I 
bad  acquired  by  his  tyranny.  In  the  mean  I 
time,  the  inultituile  of  thuse  zealots  that  were  ' 
di?perse<l  over  the  city  ran  together  to  the  : 
temple  unto  those  ^hat  had  ded  thither,  and  | 
Juhn  prepared  to  bring  them  down  against  | 
the  people  and  the  iciutueans,  who  were  not  1 
80  much  afraid  of  being  attacked  by  them,  ' 
(,bectiu»e  they  were  them>-elves  belter  boliliers 
than  tbey), as  at  their  madnesfi,  lest  tbey  should 
privately  eally  out  of  tbe  temple  and  get 
among  them,  and  not  only  destroy  them,  but 
set  the  city  on  tiie  also.  So  they  assembled 
themselves  together,  and  tbe  high-priests  wiih 
them,  and  took  counsel  after  what  manner 
tbey  should  avoid  their  assault.  Mow  it  was 
God  who  turned  their  opinions  to  the  worst 
aavice,  and  tlieiioe  tbey  devised  such  a  remedy 
to  get  themselves  free,  as  was  worse  than 
the  disease  itself.  Accordingly,  in  order  to 
ovi.'rthrow  John,  they  determined  to  admit 
Simon,  and  earnestly  to  desire  the  introduction 
of  a  second  tyrant  into  the  city;  which  reso- 
lution they  brought  to  pertection,  and  sent 
Matthias,  the  hl^h  priest,  to  beseech  this  Si- 
mon tu  come  in  to  them,  of  whom  tbey  had 
so  often  been  afraid.  Those  also  that  bad 
ded  from  the  zealots  in  Jerusalem  joined  in 
this  request  to  hiui,  04it  of  the  desire  they  had 
of  preserving  their  houses  and  their  elfects. 
Accordingly,  he,  in  an  arrogant  nianner,  grant- 
ed them  Ids  lorfily  protection,  and  came  into 
the  citv,  in  order  to  tleliver  it  troni  The  zealots. 
The  people  also  tnaOe  joytui  acelaniations  to 
fcJQi,  at^  their  saviour  and  their  preserver;  but 
when  be  was  come  in  wub  his  army,  he  took 
chis  to  secure  his  own  autbuiiiy,  ami  looked 
upon  tbose  that  had  invited  bim  to  be  no  less 


his  enemies  than  those  against  whom  the  invi- 
tation was  intended. 

12.  And  thus  did  Simon  get  possession  of 
Jerusalem,  in  the  third  year  ot  the  war,  in  tbe 
montn  Xaiithicus  [Nisan};  whereupon  John, 
with  bis  nkultitude  of  zealots,  as  being  both 
prohibited  from  coming  out  of  tbe  temple, 
and  having  lost  their  power  in  the  city  (for 
Sifflou  and  his  party  bad  plundered  tbem  of 
what  they  had),  ivere  in  de^pair  of  deliverance. 
Simon  also  made  an  assault  upon  tbe  temple, 
with  the  assistance  of  tbe  people,  while  the 
others  stood  upon  the  cloisters  and  the  ^ttle- 
inents,  and  defended  themselves  from  tbeir 
assaults.  However,  a  oonsiderable  number 
of  Simon '«  party  tell,  and  many  were  carried 
otf  wounded ;  for  the  Zealots  threw  their  darts 
easily  from  a  superior  place,  and  selduin  tailed 
of  bitting  their  enemies;  but  having  tbe advaiu 
tage  of  situation,  and  having  withal  erected 
four  very  large  towers  atoreband,  that  their 
darts  migfatcouie  from  bigher  places,  one  at  the 
nortb-eaAt  corner  of  tie  court,  one  above  the 
Xyttus,  the  third  at  anothercorner  over  against 
the  lower  city,  and  the  last  was  erecteil  above 
the  top  of  tbe  I'astophoria,  wheie  one  of  the 
priests  stood  of  course,  and  gave  a  signal  be- 
forehand, with  a  trumpet,'  ut  tbe  beginning  of 
every  seventh  day,  in  the  evening  twilight,  as 
also  at  the  evening  when  the  day  was  tinisbed, 
as  giving  notice  to  tbe  people  when  tbey 
were  to  leave  otf  work,  and  when  they  were 
to  go  to  work  again.  These  nieii  also  set 
their  engines  to  ca»t  dart^  and  stones  v\iti<al, 
upon  those  towers,  with  their  archers  and 
slingers.  And  now  Simon  made  his  assault 
upon  tbe  temple  more  faf.tly,  by  reason  tliat 
the  greatest  pari  of  h'n  men  grew  weary  of 
that  work;  yet  did  he  not  leave  otf  his  oppo- 
sition, because  bis  army  was  superior  to  the 
others,  although  the  darts  which  were  thrown 
by  the  engines  were  carried  a  great  way,  and 
slew  iraiiy  ot  those  that  fought  for  bim. 


CHAPTER  X. 

HOW  THE  SOLDIERS,  BOTH  ITf  JUDEA  AND 
EGYPT,  PROCLAIMED  VESPASIAN  EMPEBOBJ 
AND  UUW  VESPASIAN  RELEASED  JOSEPUUS 
FROM  HIS  BONDS. 

§  1.  Now,  about  this  very  time  it  was  tlut 
heavy  calamities  came  about  Rome  on  all 
sides;  for  Viteilius  was  come  from  Germany 
with  bis  soldiery,  and  drew  along  with  bin  a 

*  Tliis  bvgiQoinc  aJid  coding  tbe  observation  of  the 
(ewish  Seveniri  l)ay.  or  Sabbath,  u  jib  a  ^'^iesrs  blowing 
1'  a  lrDiD(«l.  IS  reiaarkaMe,  and  Dovhvir  tlse  ni«n- 
-loiieii,  tii;it  J  ktwwvL  I\ur  13  UeJaad'tcoDJeclure  kere 
.::iprubable.  ibdt  thi&  was  the  vtrrj  fA-*c*t  Ika-t  hai  piix- 
xltd  our  cuminentaiors  50  Imi?.  callt-d  *•  Mu'^cb  Snto» 
r.ati."  ibe  "  Ci.vtri  ui  Itie  >abl>i.lb,"  if  Ihai  b<r  Ibe  true 
reading,  i  Kints  x»L  19;  b*catise  here  the  pri'p^  priest 
shK^  dry,  ut.-it-r  3  **foveriT»i;.''  lo  pnwlaim  Uie  bepn* 
LUig  aod  endtug«f  every  Jew'i&n  ^'aL>aath. 
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great  multitude  of  other  men  besides.  And 
when  the  spaces  allotted  for  soldiers  could  not 
contain  them,  he  made  all  Rome  itself  his 
cacnp^  and  filled  all  the  houses  with  armed 
oien;  which  men,  when  they  saw  the  riches 
of  Rome  with  those  eyes  which  had  never 
seen  such  riches  before,  and  found  themselves 
shone  round  about  on  all  sides  with  silver 
and  gold,  they  had  much  ado  to  contain  their 
covetous  de^i^es,  and  were  ready  to  betake 
themselves  to  plunder,  and  to  the  slaughter 
of  such  as  should  stand  in  their  way.  And 
t^is  was  the  state  of  affairs  in  Italy  at  that 
time. 

2.  But  when  Vespasian  had  overthrown 
all  the  places  that  were  near  to  Jerusalem,  he 
returned  to  Cesarea,  and  heard  of  the  troubles 
that  were. at  Rome,  and  that  Vitellius  was 
emperor.  This  produced  indignation  in  him, 
although  he  well  knew  bow  to  be  governed, 
as  well  as  to  govern,  and  could  not  with  any 
satisfaction  own  him  for  his  lord  who  acted 
60  madly,  liud  seized  upon  the  government 
as  if  it  were  absoluttly  destitute  of  a  gover- 
nor. And  as  this  sorrow  of  his  was  violent, 
he  was  not  able  to  support  the  torments  he 
was  under,  nor  to  apply  himself  farther  in 
other  wars  when  his  native  country  was  laid 
waste;  but  tben,  as  nmcli  as  bis  passion  exci- 
ted him  to  avenge  his  country,  so  much  was 
he  restrained  by  the  consideration  of  his  dis- 
tance therefrom;  because  fortune  might  pre- 
vent him,  and  do  a  wurld  of  mischief  beiore 
he  fould  himself  sail  over  the  sea  to  Italy, 
especially  as  it  was  still  the  winter  season; 
so  he  restrained  his  anger,  how  vehement 
soever  it  was,  at  this  time. 

3.  But  MOW  his  commanders  and  soldiers 
Oiet  in  several  companies,  and  consulted 
oi>enly^ahout  changing  the  public  affairs;  — 
and,  out  of  their  indignation,  cried  out,  how 
"at  Koine  there  are  s^oldiers  that  live  deli- 
cately, and  when  they  have  not  ventured  so 
much  a-i  to  hear  the  fame  of  war,  they  ordain 
whom  they  please  for  our  governors,  and  in 
hopes  of  gain  make  them  emperors;  while  you, 
who  have  gone  through  so  many  labours,  and 
are  grown  into  years  under  your  helmets, 
give  leave  to  others  to  use  such  a  power, 
when  yet  vou  have  among  yourselves  one 
more  wortny  to  rule  than  any  whom  they 
have  set  up.  Now  what  juster  opportunity 
shall  they  ever  have  of  requiting  their  gene- 
rals, if  they  do  not  make  use  of  this  that  is 
now  before  them?  while  there  is  so  much 
jnster  reason  for  Vespasian's  being 'emperor 
than  for  VitelUus;  as  they  are  themselves 
more  deserving  than  those  that  made  the  other 
emperors;  for  that  they  have  undergone  as 
great  wars  as  have  the  troops  that  come  from 
Germany;  nor  are  they  inferior  in  war  to  those 
that  have  broui,'lit  that  tyrant  to  Rome,  nor 
have  they  undergone  gmaller  labours  than 
they;  for  that  neither  will  the  Roman  senate, 
oor  people,  bear  such  a  lascivious  emperor  as 


Vitellius,  if  he  be  compared  with  their  chaste 
Vespasian;  nor  will  they  endure  a  most  bar- 
barous tyrant,  instead  of  a  good  governor,  nor 
choose  one  that  bath  no  child,*  to  preside 
over  them,  instead  of  him  that  is  a  father^ 
because  the  advancement  of  men's  own  chil- 
dren to  dignities  is  certainly  the  greatest 
security  kings  can  have  for  themselves. 
\Vbether,  therefore,  we  estimate  the  capacity 
of  governing  from  the  skill  of  a  person  in  years, 
we  ought  to  have  Vespasian, — or  whether  from 
the  strength  of  a  young  roan,  we  ought  to  have 
Titus;  for  by  this  means  we  shall  have  the 
advantage  of  both  their  ages,  for  that  they 
will  afford  strength  to  those  that  shall  be 
made  emperors,  they  having  already  three 
legions,  besides  other  auxiOaries  from  the 
neighbouring  kings,  and  will  have  farther  all 
the  armies  in  the  east  to  support  them,  as 
also  those  in  Europe,  so  far  as  they  are  out 
of  the  distance  and  dread  of  Vitellius,  besides 
such  auxiliaries  as  they  may  have  in  Italy 
itself;  that  is,  Vespasian's  brother, f  and  iiis 
other  son  [Domitian];  the  one  of  whom  will 
bring  in  a  great  many  of  those  young  men 
that  are  of  dignity,  while  the  other  is  intrusted 
with  the  government  of  the  city,  which  ollice 
of  his  will  be  no  small  means  of  Vespasian's 
obtainiug  the  government.  Upon  the  whole, 
the  case  may  be  such,  that  if  we  ourselves 
make  farther  delays,  the  senate  may  choose 
an  emperor,  whom  the  soldiers,  who  are  the 
saviours  of  the  empire,  will  hjtve  in  contempt." 
4.  These  were  the  discourses  the  soldiers 
had  in  their  several  companies;  after  which 
they  got  together  in  a  great  body,  and,  encou- 
raging one  another,  they  declared  Vespasian 
emperor, t  and  exhorted  him  to  save  the . 
government  which  was  now  in  danger.  Now 
Vespasian's  concern  had  been  for  a  consider- 
able time  about  the  public,  yet  did  not  he, 
intend  to  set  up  for  governor  himself,  though 
his  actions  showed  him  to  deserve  it,  while 
he  preferred  that  safety  which  is  in  a  private 
Ufe  before  the  dangers  in  a  state  of  such  dig-  ; 
uity;    but  when  he  refused  the  empire,  the 


•  The  Roman  authors  that  now  Tcmain,  say  Vit«lliti9 

had  children;  whereas  Just-phus  introduces  here  ti.e 
Roman  soldiers  in  Judea  sayine;  he  had  none.  W  liich  of 
theue  us>ertions  was  the  triitti  I  know  ooL  Spanhfiin 
tliinka  be  has  given  a  pcfuliar  reason  for  calline  Vitel- 
lius "cliildless."  though  he  really  had  children,  hiss,  de 
Num.  p.649.  650;  to  which  it  appears  very  difficult  to 
give  oar  assent 

+  This  brother  of  Vespasian  was  Flavius  Sabinns,  as 
Suetonius  informs  ua,  iu  Vitell.s.  15,  and  in  Vespus.s.i. 
He  is  aisp  named  by  Josephus  presently,  ch.  xi.  s  4. 

t  It  isVlaio  by  the  nature  ot  the  thin^j,  as  well  as  by 
Josephus  and  tutropius,  that  Vespasian  was  first  ot  all 
saluted  emperor  in  J  udea,  and  nut  (ill  some  time  atter- 
wa;'d  in  I'^pt.  Whence  Tacitus's  and  &>uetonius^s  pre. 
sent  copies  must  be  corrected,  when  they  both  say  that 
he  was  tirst  (jroclaimed  in  Kgypt,  and  that  on  the 
Lalends  ot  July,  while  they  still  say  it  was  the  filth  of 
the  Nones  or  Ides  of  the  same  July  before  be  was  pro- 
claimed in  Judea.  I  suppose  the  mutilh  they  therti 
intended  was  June,  and  not  July,  as  th--  copies  now  h-i^" 
it;  nor  d'les  Tacitus's  coherence  imply  leas.  See  E>uy 
oa  the  KevelatioD,  page  lJi> 
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commanders  insisted  the  more  earnestly  upon 
his  acceptance ;  and  the  soldiers  came  about 
him,  Ttith  their  drawn  swords  in  their  hands, 
and  threatened  to  kill  him,  unless  he  would 
now  live  according  to  his  dignity.  And  when 
he  had  shown  his  reluctance  a  great  while, 
and  had  endeavoured  to  thrust  away  this 
dominion  from  him,  he  at  length,  being  not 
able  to  persuade  them,  yielded  to  their  soBci- 
tations  that  would  salute  him  emperor. 

5.  So  upon  the  exhortations  of  Mucianus 
and   the   other  commanders,   that  he  would 
accept  of  the  empire,  and  upon  that  of  the  rest 
of  the  army,  who  cried   out  that   they  were 
willing  to  be  led  against  all  his  opposers,  he 
was  in  the  first  place  intent  upon  gaining  the 
dominion   over  Alexandria,  as  knowing  that 
Eg\pt  was  of  the   greatest   consequence,  in 
order  to  obtain  the  entire  government,  because 
of  its  supplying  com  [to  i?ome];  which  com, 
if  he  could  be  master  of,  he  hoped  to  dethrone 
VitcUius,  supposing   he  should   aim  to  keep 
the  empire  by  force  (for  he  would  not  be  able 
to  support  himself,  if  the  multitude  at  Rome 
should  once  be  in  want  of  food) ;  and  because 
he  was  desirous  to  join  the  two  legions  that 
were  at  Alexandria  to  the  other  legions  that 
were   with    him.     He   also   considered   with 
himself,  that  he  should  then  have  that  coun- 
try for  a  defence  to  himself  against  the  uncer- 
tainty of  fortune;  for  Egypt*  is  hard  to  be 
entered  by  land,  and  hath  no  good  havens  by 
sea.     It  hath  on  the  west  the  dry  deserts  of 
Libya;  and  on  the  south  Syene,  that  divides 
it  from  Ethiopia,  as  well  as  the   cataracts  of 
the  Nile,  that  cannot  be  sailed  over ;  and  on 
the  east   the    Red   Sea,  extending  as  far    as 
Coptus;  and  it  is  fortified  on  the  north  by  the 
land  that  reaches  to  Sj-ria,  together  vrilh  that 
called  the  Egyptian  Sea,  having  no  havens  in 
it  for  ships.     And  thus  is  Eg)pt  walled  about 
on  every  side.     Its  length  between  Pelusium 
and  Syene  is  two  thousand  furiongs,  and  the 
passage  by  sea  from  Plinthine  to  Pelusium.  is 
three    thousand    six    hundred    furlongs.      Its 
river  Nile  is  navigable  as  far  as  the  city  called 
Elephantine,  the  forenamed  cataracts  hinder- 
ing ships  front  going  any  farther.     The  haven 
alsri  of  Alexandria  is  not  entered  by  the  man- 
ners without  difficulty,  even  in  times  of  peace  ; 
for  the  passage  inward  is  narrow,  and  full  of 
rooks,  that  lie  under  the  water,  which  oblige 
the  mariners  to  turn  from  a  straight  direction  : 
its  left  side  is  blocked  up  by  works  made  by 
man's  hands  on  both  sides ;  on  its  right  side 
lies  the  island  called  Pharus,  which  is  situated 
just  before  the  entrance,  and  supports  a  very 
great  tower,  that  affords  the  sight  of  a  fire  to 
such  as  sail  witliin  three  hundred  furiongs  of 
it,  that  ships  may  cast  anchor  a  great  way  off 
in  the  night-time,  by  reason  of  the  difficulty 
of  sailing  nearer.     About  this  island  are  built 


•  Hurt  wo  hnvB  nn  anthentic  dejcription  "f  the 
bouDdi  Md  cirrumstaofW  of  Kgjpt  in  th«  days  of 
Veepaslan  and  litot. 


Terr  great  piers,  the  handywork  of  men, 
against  which  when  the  sea  dashes  itself, 
and  its  waves  are  broken  against  those  boun- 
daries, the  navigation  becomes  very  trouble- 
some, and  the  entrance  through  so  narrow  a 
passage  is  rendered  dangerous:  yet  is  the 
haven  itself,  when  you  are  got  into  it,  a  very 
safe  one,  and  of  thirty  furiongs  in  largeness ; 
into  which  is  brought  what  the  country 
wants,  in  order  to  its  happiness ;  as  also  what 
abundance  the  country  aflbrds  more  than  it 
wants  itself,  is  hence  distributed  into  all  the 
habitable  earth. 

6.   Justly,  therefore,  did   Vespasian   desufl 
to  obtain  that  government,  in  order  to  corro- 
borate his  attempts  upon  the  whole  of  the 
empire;  so  he  immediately  sent  to  Tiberius 
.\lexander,  who  was  then  govemor  of  Egypt 
and  of  Alexandria,  and  informed  him  what 
the  army  had  put  him  upon,  and  how  he, 
being  forced  to  accept  of  the  burden  of  the 
government,  was  desirous  to  have  him  for  his 
confederate  and  supporter.     Now  as  soon  as 
ever  Alexander  had  read  this  letter,  he  readily 
'  obliged  the  legions  and  the  multitude  to  take 
the  oath  of  fidelity  to  Vespasian,  both  whom 
willingly    complied    with    him,    as    already 
acquainted   with    the    courage    of   the    man, 
from  that  his  conduct  in  their  neighbourhood. 
Accordingly  Vespasian,  looking  upon  himself 
as    already    intrusted    with    the    government, 
got    all    things    ready    for   his    joumey    [to 
Rome].     Now  fame  carried  this  news  abroad 
more  suddenly  than  one  could  have  thought, 
that   he   was   emperor   over   the   east,   upon 
which    every    city    kept   festivals,    and    cele- 
brated sacrifices  and  oblations  for  such  good 
news ;    the  legions  also  that  were    in    ^Mysia 
and  Pannonia,  who  had  been  in  commotion  a 
little    before,    on    account    of    this    insolent 
attempt  of  Vitellius,  were  very  glad  to  take 
the    oath  of  fidelity  to    Vespasian,  upon  his 
coming  to  the  empire.  Vespasian  then  removed 
from  Cesarea  to  Berytus,  where  many  embas- 
sages came  to  him  from  Syria,  and  fnany  ftijm 
other    provinces,    bringing   with    them    from 
every  citv  crowns,  and  the  congratulations  of 
the  people.     Mucianus  came   also,  who  wa» 
the  president  of  the  proi-ince,  and  told   him 
vrith  what  alacrity  the  people  [received  the 
news  of  his  advancement},  and  how  the  peo- 
ple of  every  city  had  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity 
to  him. 

7.  So  Vespasian's  good  fortune  succeeded 
to  his  wishes  everywhere,  and  the  jiublic 
affairs  were,  for  the  greatest  part,  already  in  his 
hands;  upon  which  he  considered  that  he  had 
not  arrived  at  the  government  without  Divine 
Providence,  but  that  a  righteous  kind  of  fate 
had  brought  the  empire  under  his  power :  for 
as  he  called  to  mind  the  other  signals,  which 
had  been  a  great  many  everywhere,  thnt  fore- 
told he  should  obtain  the  government,  so  ihJ 
be  remember  what  Joscphus  had  said  to  him 
when  he  ventured  to  foretel  his  coming  to  Iho 
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eiTifire  while  Nero  was  alire;  so  he  was  much 
coiicerinid  that  this  roan  was  still  in  bonds 
with  him.  Ue  then  called  for  Mucianus.  to- 
gether with  his  oilier  commanders  and  friends, 
and,  in  the  first  (jlacL-,  be  inlornied  them  what 
a  valiant  man  Jusephus  had  been,  and  v^hat 
great  hardships  he  had  made  him  undergo  in 
the  siege  of  jotapata.  Alter  that  he  related 
those  predictions  of  his"  which  he  bad  then 
suspected  as  fictions.  suggestt;d  out  of  the 
fear  be  was  in,  but  which  bad  by  time  been 
demonstrated  to  be  divine,  *' It  is  a  shame- 
ful thing  (said  he)  that  this  man  who  hath 
foretold  inj-  coming  to  the  empire  beforehand, 
and  been  the  minister  of  a  divir;e  message 
to  me,  should  still  he  retained  in  the  condition 
of  a  captive  or  prisoner."  So  he  called  for 
Jusephus,  and  coinuianded  that  he  should  be 
set  at  liberty;  whei'eupon  the  commanders 
promised  themselves  glorious  things,  from  this 
requital  Vespasian  made  to  a  stranger.  Titus 
was  then  preJent  with  his  father,  ami  said, 
"  O  father,  it  is  but  just  that  the  scandal  [of 
a  prisoner]  should  be  taken  olf  Josephus,  to- 
gether with  his  iron  ch.iin;  for  if  ue  do  not 
barely  loose  Ids  bonds,  but  cut  theui  to  pieces, 
he  will  be  like  a  man  that  had  never  been 
bound  at  all."  For  that  it  the  usual  method 
as  to  such  as  have  been  bounil  without  a  cause. 
This  advice  was  agreed  to  by  Ves|iasian  also; 
:o  there  ciine  a  man  in,  and  cut  the  chain  to 
pieces;  while  Josephus  received  this  testimony 
of  his  integrity  for  a  reward,  and  was  more- 
over esteemed  a  person  of  credit  us  to  futu- 
rities also. 


CH.\PTER  XL 

THAT  UPON  THE  CONQUEST  AND  SI.ALGHTLR 
OF  VITtLUUS,  VI  SPASIAN  HASTENED  HIS 
JOUIINIY  TO  UOMK;  llUT  IITUS  HIS  SON 
RETUUNED  TU  JEUUSALEM. 

§  1.  And  now,  when  Vespjsian  had  given 
answers  to  the  embassages,  and  had  disposed 
of  the  places  of  powtr  justly,!  and  accordijig 

•  As  Danie!  was  preferred  by  Darios  and  Cyrus,  on 

Rrrount  of  hii  liaviof;  forettild  (he  destruction  of  ibe  Ba- 
bylonian monarchy  by  their  mratis,  and  the  consequent 
exaltation  of  the  .VIedei  and  Persians,  Dan  v.  Ti,:  or 
rattier,  as  Jeremiah,  when  be  was  a  prisoner,  was  set  at 
Hl>ertj.  and  honourably  treated  by  Nebuzaradan.  at  the 
oommand  of  Nel>uchadnezKar,  on  account  of  his  having 
foretold  the  destruction  of  Jerusateio  by  tbe  Babylo- 
nians, Jer.  il.  1—7;  so  wasoiir  Juseptius  set  at  liberty  and 
honourably  treated,  on  arc-unt  of  his  having  furelold 
tlie  adTancent«<it  of  Vespa>iaii  and  Titu.  to  the  Roman 
eujpire.  All  ttteae  are  niusi  eujineul  luslaoces  of  tlie 
interposition  of  Divine  Providence,  and  of  the  certainty 
of  divine  predictions  in  the  great  revolutions  of  the  four 
monarchies.  Several  sucli-like  examples  there  are,  t>otb 
in  the  sacred  ai,d  other  bi. tones;  as  in  tlie  case  of  Jo- 
peph  ;n  I  eyut.  ami  of  J.i'ldua  the  bi,;b  -  priest,  in  the 
dftys  of  AleXModer  llie  Giea:,  ice. 

♦  This  u*  Weil  oh  erved  b>  Josephus.  that  Vespasian, 
In  ordfr  to  secure  his  success,  and  eslabiso  bis  )!overn- 
Tp^nt  3t  lirst.  rti.inh'tir,;  .'is  ulTi.'rs  and  places  upon  the 

|r«>t  Cf  Jil.sllff .  n.iil    l.^st.nV-d   Ilieui    nil    sUCll    as    iK-si    rlr- 

tarvd  Uicui,  and  wltv  best  tit  tor  tueui.    Wbicii  wu.e 


to  every  one's  deserts,  he  came  to  Artioch, 
and  consulting  which  way  he  had  best  tske, 
be  preferred  to  go  to  Koine,  rather  that  to 
march  to  Alexandria,  l)ecause  he  saw  tltat 
Alexandria  was  sure  to  hiin  already,  but  thjt 
the  Htfuirs  at  Home  were  put  into  disorder  by 
Vitellius;  so  Le  sent  Mucianus  to  Italy,  anil 
cuiniottted  a  considerable  arnu*  both  of  horse- 
men  and  footnien  to  him;  vet  «-as  Mucianii 
afraid  of  going  by  sea,  becauK  it  was  the 
middle  of  winter;  so  he  led  bis  army  on  foot 
through  Cappwiocia  and  Phrvgia. 

2.  in  the  mean  lime  .\ntomus  Primus  took 
the  lliird  of  the  hgions  that  were  in  B'ysia, 
for  he  was  pre^ideIlt  of  that  prorinre,  anti 
made  luiste,  in  older  to  light  ViuHius;  where- 
upon \  itelhus  sent  away  Oniiina,  with  a  great 
army,  having  a  mighty  confidence  in  him, 
because  of  uis  having  beaten  Otho.  This 
Cecinna  inarched  out  of  Home  in  great  haste, 
and  found  .\iitoiiius  about  Cremona  in  Gall, 
whicii  city  is  in  the  borders  of  Italy;  but 
when  lie  saw  there  that  the  enemy  were  nu- 
merous and  in  good  order,  he  durst  not  fight 
them;  and  as  he  thought  a  retreat  tiaitgerous, 
so  he  began  to  think  of  betraying  his  army  to 
Autonius.  Accordingly,  be  itsscmbled  tbe 
ceiilurioiis  and  t.-ibuiies  that  were  ii.'ider  his 
coiniiKsnd,  ani!  persuaded  theui  to  go  over  to 
Antoitius,  and  this  by  diminishing  the  repu-- 
tatioii  of  Vitellius,  and  by  exaggerating  the 
power  of  \espasiun.  Ue  idso  told  thcin,  that 
with  the  one  there  was  iiu  inu.'e  than  the  bare 
name  of  donnnioii;  but  with  the  other  wns 
the  power  of  it;  ana  that  it  was  l)etter  for 
theut  to  prevent  necessity,  and  gain  favour, 
and,  while  they  were  likely  to  be  overcome  in 
battle,  to  avoid  the  danger  betorehaiid,  and  go 
over  to   Autonius   willingly;    that    Vespasian 

I  was  able  of  himself  to  subdue  what  h.id  not 
I  yet  sul>mitit.'d,  without  their  assista-ice,  while 

\itellius    could    not    preserve    what    he   bad 

alreaily  ivitli  it. 

3.  Ceciiina  said  this,  and  ninth  more  to  the 
same  puipose,  and  persuaded  them  lo  com- 
ply Willi  iiiin;  and  both  he  and  his  army 
deserted;  but  still  the  very  same  niaht  the 
solaiers  repenten  of  what  thc;y  bad  done,  and  a 
tear  seized  on  them,  lest  perbaps  Vitellius  who 
sent  thcin  should  get  the  oetier;  anil  lirawmg 
their  s>io  ds,  ihey  assaulted  CeeiiiiiH,  in  order 
to  kill  him;  ami  the  thing  had  been  done 
by  them,  if  the  tribunes  bau  not  fallen  upon 
their  knees,  ami  be>oiight  them  not  to  <:o  it: 
so  the  soldiers  did  not  kill  him,  hut  put  bim 
ill  bonds,  as  a  traitor,  and  were  al»out  lo  send 
bim  to  Vitellius.  NVheii  [Antonius]  Primus 
heard  of  this,  he  raised  up  his  men  immedi- 
ately, and  made  them  put  on  their  armour, 
and  led  them  against  those  that  had  revolted ; 
hereupon  they  put  themselves  in  order  of  battle, 

conduct  in  a  mere  heathen,  ought  to  put  those  rulers 
and  ministerp  of  sUate  to  ehame,  who  professing  Chris- 
tianity, act  othenvise.  and  thereby  expose  themselves 
ftnd  their  klcedoms  to  vice  and  destructioa. 
2Y 
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and  made  resistance  for  a  while,  but  were 
fioon  beaten,  and  fled  to  Cremona;  then  did 
Primus  take  his  horsemen,  and  cut  off  their 
entrance  into  the  city,  and  encompassed  and 
destroyed  a  great  multitude  of  them  before 
the  city,  and  fell  into  the  city  tog:ether  with  the 
rest,  and  gave  leave  to  his  soldiers  to  plunder 
iU  And  here  it  was  that  many  strangers, 
who  were  merchants,  as  well  as  many  of  the 
people  of  that  country,  perished,  and  among 
them  Vitellius's  whole  army,  being  ihirt}' 
thousand  and  two  hundred,  while  Antonius 
lost  no  more  of  those  that  came  with  him  from 
Mysia  than  four  thousand  and  five  hundred  ; 
he  then  loosed  Cecinna,  and  sent  him  to  Ves- 
pasian, to  tell  him  tlie  good  news.  So  he 
came,  and  was  received  by  him;  and  covered 
the  scandal  of  his  treachery  by  the  unexpected 
honours  he  received  from  V'espasian. 

4.  And  now,  upon  the  news  that  Antonius 
was  approaching.  Sabinus  took  courage  at 
Home,  and  assembled  those  cohorts  of  soldiers 
that  kept  watch  by  night,  and  in  the  night- 
time seized  upon  the  capitol ;  and  as  the  day 
came  on,  many  men  of  character  came  over 
to  him,  with  Domitian,  his  brother's  son. 
whose  encouragement  was  of  very  great 
weight  for  the  compassing  the  government. 
Now,  Vitellius  was  not  much  concerned  at 
this  Primus,  I)ut  was  very  angry  witlf  those 
that  had  revolted  with  Sabinus;  and  thirsting, 
out  of  hi-j  natural  barbarity,  after  noble  blood, 
he  SLMit  out  that  part  of  the  army  which  came 
along  with  him  to  fight  agnmst  the  capitol; 
and  many  bold  actions  were  done  on  this  side 
and  on  the  side  of  those  that  held  the  temple. 
Hut  at  last,  the  soldiers  that  came  from  Ger- 
ma'iy,  bring  too  numerous  for  the  others,  got 
Ihu  hill  into  their  possession,  where  Domitian, 
with  m;iny  other  of  the  principal  Romans, 
providentially  escaped,  while  the  rest  of  the 
multitude  were  entirely  cut  to  pieces,  and 
S.ibinus  himself  was  brought  to  Vitellius  and 
then  slain:  the  soldiers  also  plundered  the 
temple  of  its  ornaments,  and  set  it  on  fire. 
But  now  within  a  day's  time  came  Antonius, 
with  his  army,  and  were  met  by  Vitellius 
and  his  army;  and  having  had  a  battle  in 
three  several  places,  the  last  were  all  destroyed. 
Then  did  Vitellius  come  out  of  the  palace,  in 
his  cups,  and  satiated  vnih  an  extravagant 
and  luxurious  meal,  as  in  the  last  extremity, 
and  bt;ing  drawn  along  through  the  multitude, 
and  abased  with  all  sorts  of  torments,  had 
his  head  cut  off  in  the  midst  of  Rome,  having 
retained  the  government  eight  months  and 
fi.ve  dnvs:*  and  had  be  lived  much  longer, 
I    cannot    but    think   the   empire   would  not 


•  Tne  numbers  in  Jowphu?,  eh.  ix  sect.  2,  9.  for 
Galba  7  months  7  da>9,  for  Otho  .1  months  2  days,  and 
heTf  Icr  Vitelliu'*  H  niuiittis  o  JayH,  do  nut  acree  wilh  any 
Roman  bisUiriana.  who  also  disaia^e  araoni:  (hem selves. 
And,  indeed.  Scalieer  justly  complains,  an  I>r.  Hudson 
ohvrves  on  chap.  ix.secL2.  that  ihis  [>friod  is  very  con- 
fiiited  and  unrertain  in  the  ancient  atitb<iri.  Tht-y  were 
probably  some  of  tbem  ^onteinjmrary  together  for  some 


have  been  sufBcient  for  his  lust.  Of  tb« 
others  that  were  slain,  were  numbered  ;ibtird 
fifty  thousand.  This  battle  was  fought  ou  iLe 
third  day  of  the  month  Apelleus  [Casleu3; 
on  the  next  Mucianus  came  into  the  city 
with  his  army,  and  ordered  Antonius  and  his 
men  to  leave  off  killing;  for  they  were  still 
searching  the  houses,  and  killed  many  of 
Vitellius's  soldiers  and  many  of  the  populace, 
as  supposing  them  to  be  of  his  party,  [)revent- 
ing  by  their  rage  any  accurate  di->tinctiun 
between  them  and  others.  Ue  then  produced 
Domitian,  and  recommended  him  tu  the  mul- 
titude, until  his  father  should  cume  himself:  so 
the  people  being  now  freed  from  thuir  fear^, 
made  acclamations  of  joy  for  Vespasian,  «•>  (or 
their  emperor,  and  kept  festival-days  for  Us 
confirmation,  and  for  the  destrucliou  uf 
Vitelhus. 

5.  And  now,  as  Vespasian  was  come  to 
Alexandria,  this  good  news  canic  from  Itu'iiie, 
and  at  the  same  time  came  eiubas^ii's  fruiu  ;i]l 
his  own  habitable  earth,  to  ct'iigrutuhtte  {.nn 
upon  his  advancement;  and  though  ihis  Al.  x- 
andpia  was  the  greatest  of  ail  cities  next  ic 
Rome,  it  proved  too  narrow  to  conmn.  die 
multitude  that  then  came  to  it.  So  upwti  u>ia 
confirmation  of  Vespasian's  entire  govern- 
ment, which  was  now  settled,  and  upon  Uie 
unexpected  deliverance  of  the  public  affiiiia 
of  the  Romans  from  ruin,  Vespasi.tn  turrKd 
his  thoughts  to  what  remainet-  unsulntutti  ;n 
Judca.  However,  he  himself  ii.acie  Ilu^le  \u 
go  to  Rome,  as  the  winter  was  i;ow  iilii>o»t 
over,  and  soon  set  the  affairs  of  Alexaniiri.i  in 
order,  but  sent  his  son  Titus,  with  a  (.cU-»t 
part  of  his  army,  to  destroy  JerusaK-m  So 
Titus  marched  on  foot  as  f.ir  as  Nicopoli*, 
which  is  distant  twenty  furlon^^'s  from  AltX- 
andria;  there  he  put  his  army  oti  board  some 
lung  ships,  and  sailed  upon  the  river  along 
the  Mendesian  Nomus,*  as  far  as  the  city 
Thmuis;  there  he  got  out  of  the  ships,  and 
walked  on  foot,  and  lodged  all  night  at  a  sruaU 
city  called  Tanis.  His  second  station  was  Hera- 
cleopolis,  and  his  third  Pelusium;  he  then 
refreshed  his  array  at  that  place  for  two  days; 
and  on  the  third  passed  over  the  mouths  of 
the  Nile  at  Pelusium;  he  then  proceeded  one 
station  over  the  desert,  and  pitched  his  camp 
at  the  temple  of  the  Casian  Jupiter,f  and  on 
the  next  day  at  Ostracine.  This  station  bad 
no  water;  but  the  people  of  the  country 
make  Use  of  water  brought  from  other  places. 
After  thi^  he  rested  at  Rhinoeolura,  and  from 
thence  he  went  to  Raphia,  which  was  his 
fourth  station.     This  city  is  the  beginning  of 

j  time;  one  of  the  best  evidences  we  hare.  I  meao, 
Ptolemy^  Canon,  omits  Ihem  all.  as  if  they  did  not  all 

I  together  reif;n  one  whole  jear,  nor  had  a  sinjjle  Tholh, 
or  New  Year's  Day  (which  then  fell  U[»on  August  6J,  ia 
their  endre  reigns.  l>io,  aUo.  who  s:iy»  that  Viielliut 
reiL;ned  a  year  within  ten  djy!<,does  yrl  estimate  all  their 
rt-iguM  lo^rether  at  nu  more  ibao  one  year,  our  moaLt^ 
And  two  days. 

+  There  are  coins  of  this  Casian  Jupiter  still  axUnl 
as  SiMmheim  here  informs  us. 
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Syria.  For  his  fifth  etation  he  pitched  his 
camp  at  Gaza;  after  which  he  came  to  As- 
caloD,  and  thence  to  Jamnia,  and  after  that 


to  Joppa,  and  from  Joppa  to  Cesarea,  ha%-ing 
taken  a  resolution  to  gather  all  his  othei 
forces  together  at  that  place. 
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CHAPTER  L  I 

I 

CuNCF.BNIXG  THE  SEDITIUNf.  AT  JERUSALEM,! 
AND  WHAT  Ti:U.UlBLE  MISERIES  AFFLICTED. 
TH£  CITY  BY  TUEia  MEANS. 

§  I.  When  therefore  Titus  had  marched  over  i 
that  desert  which  lies  between  Egypt  and  | 
Syria,  iu  the  aiajiner  tort^ineiitioiied,  lie  came  { 
Ui  Cesarea,  having  resolved  lo  set  his  furces  I 
in  order  at  that  place,  beiure  be  be^'aii  the 
war.  Kay,  indeed,  while  he  was  assisting  his  1 
father  at  Alexandria,  in  settling  that  goveru- 
nient  which  had  been  newly  cuiiterred  upon 
theui  by  God,  it  so  happened  that  the  sedition 
at  jL-rusalem  was  revived,  aiid  parted  into 
three  tactions,  and  that  one  taction  tought 
against  the  other;  which  partition  iu  such 
evil  cases  may  be  suid  to  be  a  good  thing,  and 
the  effect  of  divine  justice,  I*iuw  as  to  the 
attack  the  zealots  made  upon  the  people,  and 
which  1  esteem  the  beginning  of  the  city's 
destruction,  it  hath  been  already  explained 
after  an  accurate  manner;  as  aUo  whence  it 
aruse,  and  to  bow  great  a  niischiet  it  was  in- 
creased ;  but  for  the  present  sedition,  one 
should  not  mistake  if  he  called  it  a  sedition 
begotten  by  another  sedition,  and  to  be  like  a 
wild  beast  grown  mad,  which,  tor  want  of  tood 
from  abroad,  fell  now  upon  eating  its  own  desh. 
2.  For  Eleazar,  the  son  of  Simon,  who 
made  the  first  separation  ot  the  zealots  from 
the  people,  and  made  them  retire  into  the 
temple,  appeared  very  angry  at  John's  inso- 
lent attempts,  which  he  made  every  day  upon 
the  people;  for  this  man  never  left  off  mur- 
dering: but  the  truth  was,  that  he  could  not 
bear  to  submit  to  a  tyrant  who  set  up  atter 
bun.  So  he  being  de^]^uu^  of  gaining  the 
entire  power  and  domiiuun  toiiunsdl,  revolted 
fruiii  Jubn,  and  took  to  hi>  ii7.sibtance  Judas 
Uiu  0on  of   Chelcias,  and   Siujon  the  sou  of 


Ezron,  who  were  among  the  men  of  greatest 
power.  There  was  also  with  him  Hezckiah 
the  son  of  Chobar,  a  f>erson  of  eminence. 
Each  of  these  were  followed  by  a  great  many 
of  the  zealots;  these  seized  upon  the  inner 
court  of  the  temple,*  and  laid  their  arms  upon 
the  holy  gates,  and  over  the  holy  fronts  ot 
that  court;  and  because  they  bad  plenty  ot 
provisions,  they  were  of  good  courage,  for 
there  was  a  great  abundance  of  what  \\as  cou- 
sccraied  to  sacred  uses,  and  they  scrupled  not. 
the  making  use  of  them;  yet  were  they  afraid, 
on  account  of  their  small  nuuiber;  and  when 
they  bad  laid  up  their  arms  there,  tbey  did 
not  stir  trom  the  place  they  were  in.  How 
us  to  Jubn,  what  advantage  be  had  above 
Eleazar  in  the  multitude  of  his  followers,  the 
like  disadvantage  he  had  in  the  situation  he 
was  ill,  since  be  bad  his  enemies  over  his 
head;  and  as  he  could  not  make  any  assault 
upon  them  without  some  terror,  so  was  his 
anger  too  great  to  let  them  be  at  rest;  nay, 
although  he  suffered  more  mischief  from  Elea- 
zar and  his  party  than  he  coulu  indict  upon 
them,  yet  would  he  not  leave  off  ussaultmg 
them,  insomuch  that  there  were  continual  sal- 
lies  made  one  against  another,  as  well  as  darts  , 
thrown  at  one  another,  and  the  temple  was 
detiled  everywhere  with  murders. 

3.  Cut  now  the  tyrant  Simon,  the  son  of 
Gioras,  whom  the  people  had  invited  in,  out  of 
the  hopes  they  had  ol  his  assistance  in  the  great 
distresses  they  were  in,  having  in  bis  power  the 
upper  city,  and  a  great  part  ot  the  lower,  ciid 
now  make  more  vehement  assaults  upon  Johu 

•  This  nppears  to  be  the  Grst  time  that  the  zealots 
ventured  to  pollute  this  oiust  sucml  court  oi  liie  temple, 
which  waj  itie  cuiirt  ui  Uie  pricsta,  »  be  rein  the  teui^te 
ilstfll  and  the  altar  stood.  So  trial  the  ccinj»-clurt;  i*( 
|i  ube  that  would  inter|iret  lh.il  Zacbdrias,  u  liu  uab 
slain  *•  hciween  tlie  temple  tnni  lljc  altat  "  seVemi  iiioiliati 
before,  h  iv.  cb.  v.  sect  4.  as  iI  bt-  wtre  feUua  iLcie  iijr 
the^e  zealots,  ia  gruuudleks,  as  1  have  Doled  ou  tiial 
place  already. 
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But  I  must  restrain  myself  from  these  po- 
tion* by  the  rules  ot  history,  since  this  is  not 
a  proper  time  fur  (lomertic  lamentations,  but 
for  historical  narrations;  I  therefore  return 
to  the  operations  that  follow  in  this  sedition. 
4.  And  now  there  were  thre«  treaeberous 
factions  in  the  city,  the  one  parted  from  the 


uid  his  party,  because  they  were  fought  against 
from  uhoTe  also;  yet  was  be  beneath  their 
situation,  when  he  attacked  them,  as  they  were 
b;neath  the  attacks  of  the  others  above  them. 
Whereby  it  came  to  pas?,  that  John  did  both 
receive  and  inflict  great  damage,  and  that 
easily,  as  he  was  fought  against  on  both  sides; 
and  the  same  advantage  that  Eleazar  and  his    other.      Eleazar  and  his  party,  that  kept  the 


pirty  had  over  him,  since  he  was  beneath  them 
the  same  advantage  had  be,  by  his  higher 
Eituation,  over  Simon.  Ou  which  account  he 
easily  repelled  the  attacks  that  were  made  from 
beneath,  by  the  weapons  thrown  from  their 
hands  only ,  but  was  obliged  to  repel  those 
that  threw  darts  from  the  temple  above  him, 
by  his  engines  of  war;  for  he  had  such  engines 
a^  threw  darts,  and  javeiins,  and  stones,  and 
that  in  no  small  number,  by  which  he  did 
not  only  defend  himself  from  such  as  fought 
against  hira,  but  slew  moreover  many  of  the 
priests,  as  they  were  about  their  sacred  minis- 
trations; for  notwithstanding  these  men  were 
mad  with  all  sorts  of  impiety,  yet  did  they  still 
admit  those  that  desired  to  otfer  their  sacri- 
tices,  although  they  took  care  to  search  the 
people  of  their  own  country  beforehand,  and 
both  suspected  and  watched  them;  while  they 
were  not  so  niufh  afraid  of  strangers,  who, 
although  they  hod  gotten  leave  of  them,  how 
cruel  soever  they  were,  to  come  into  that 
court,  were  yet  often  destroyed  by  this  sedi- 
tion :  for  those  darts  that  were  thrown  by  the 
engines  came  with  that  force,  that  they  went 
all  over  the  buildings,  and  reached  as  far  as 
the  altar,  and  the  temple  itself,  and  fell  upon 
the  priests,  and  those*  that  were  about  the 
sacred  otfices;  insomuch  that  many  persons 
who  came  thither  with  great  zeal  from  the  ends 
of  the  earth,  to  offer  sacrifices  at  this  cele- 
brated place,  which  was  esteemed  hoK  by  all 
mankind,  fell  down  before  their  own  sacrifices 
themselves,  and  sprinkled  that  altar  which  was 
venerable  among  all  men,  both  Greeks  and 
Barbarians,  with  their  own  blood  ;  till  the 
dca<i  bodies  of  strangers  were  mingled  to- 
gether with  those  of  their  own  country,  and 
those  of  profane  persons  with  those  of  the 
priests,  and  the  blood  of  all  sorts  of  dead  car- 
casses stoo<l  in  lakes  in  the  holy  courts  them- 
selves. And  now,  •'  O  most  wretched  city, 
what  misery  so  great  as  this  didst  thou  suffer 
from  the  Romans,  when  they  came  to  purily 
thee  from  thy  intestine  hatred!  For  thou 
cuuhist  be  no  longer  a  place  .tit  for  God,  nor 
couldst  thou  longer  continue  in  being,  after 
thou  hadst  been  a  sepulchre  for  the  bodies  of 
thine  own  people,  and  hadst  made  the  holy  house 
iiscU'a  burying-place  in  this  civil  war  of  thine! 
1  trt  uiavst  ihou  again  grow  better,  it"  perchance 
thou  iviit  hefeaiter  appease  the  anger  of  that 
Gud  who  is  the  author  of  thy  destruclion."t 

'    The  LmtFS. 

1  Tfti»  is  ill  excellent  Tvflrction  of  Jo-rphii<,  iiirhif?- 
ifiu  lU*  Ljupe»  ol  the  reslwrdtiun  |>I'  Inf  J«v,  >  ti,><ii]  '.fir 
lepeutaacs.     Se«  Aotiq    b.  iv.  cb.  viii.  yKL  46,  wuich 


sacred  first-fruits,  came  against  John  in  their 
cups.  Those  that  were  with  John  plundered 
the  populace,  and  went  out  with  zeal  against 
Simon.  This  Simon  had  his  supply  of  pro- 
visions from  the  city,  in  opposition  to  the  se- 
ditious. When,  theretore,  John  was  assaulted 
on  both  sides,  he  made  his  men  turn  about, 
tbrouing  his  darts  upon  those  citizens  that 
came  up  against  him,  from  the  cloisters  be 
bad  in  his  possession,  while  he  opposed  those 
that  attacked  him  from  the  temple  by  bis  en- 
gines of  war;  and  if  at  any  time  he  was  freed 
from  those  that  were  above  him,  which  hap- 
pened frequently,  from  their  being  drunk 
and  tired,  he  sallied  out  with  a  great  number 
upon  Simon  and  his  parly;  and  this  he  did 
always  in  such  parts  of  ttie  city  as  he  could 
come  at,  till  he  set  on  fire  those  houses  that 
were  full  of  corn,  and  of  all  other  provisions.J 
The  same  thing  was  done  by  Simon,  when, 
upon  the  other's  retreat,  he  attacked  the  city 
also;  as  if  thev  had,  on  purpose,  done  it  to 
serve  the  Uomans,  by  destroying  what  the 
city  bad  laid  up  against  the  siege,  and  by  thus 
cutting  off  the  nerves  of  their  own  power. 
Accordingly,  it  so  came  to  pass,  that  all  the 
places  that  were  about  the  temple  were  burnt 
down,  and  were  become  an  intermediate  de- 
sert space,  ready  for  fighting  on  both  sides; 
and  that  almost  all  the  corn  was  burnt,  which 
would  have  been  sulhcient  for  a  siege  of  many 
years.  So  they  were  takiii  by  the  means  of 
the  famine,  which  it  was  impossible  they 
should  have  been,  unless  they  had  thus  pre- 
pared the  way  for  it  by  ihis  procedure. 

5.  And  now,  as  the  city  was  engaged  in  a 
war  on  all  sides,  from  these  treacherous  crowds 
of  wicked  men,  the  people  of  the  city,  be- 
tween them,  were  like  a  great  ^ody  torn  in 
pieces.  The  aged  men  and  the  women  were 
in  such  distress  by  their  internal  calamities, 
that  they  wished  for  the  Romans,  and  earnestly 
hoped  for  an  external  war,  in  order  to  their 
delivery  from  their  domestic  miseries.  The 
citizens  themselves  were  under  a  terrible 
consternation    and   fear;    nor  had    they    any 

is  the  grand  "Hope  of  Israel."  as  Manasseb-tien-lsraet, 
Itie  famous  Je*isa  rat,bi.  stj  Its  it.  io  lils  siuaII  Oul  re- 
markable treatis^^  on  tf.it  s'il'j,-ot.  ol  wliicli  tUe  Jewish 
ITopbt-ts  are  everywhere  full,  ."set;  the  ^iincipal  of  njos« 
prophecies  coliecinl  lot^etlitrr  at  tlic  end  04  the  £»aay  on 
the  RevelatiL>n.  p^.:e  3ji  6tc. 

;  1  his  destrucliiu.  of  such  a  Tasl  quantity  of  com 
and  other  p^ovi^i.l^s,  as  was  suflicieni  Iw  maoy  yeafi, 
w;ih  the  direct  ocr^siou  of  Itial  tefnole  lamitic,  wnwfa 
consume.!  iricredibii-  nutnbrri  of  Jews  in  Jeiusaletu  dur- 
ing its  siege  >or  prottaht)  cuuid  the  Itonians  ha^a 
la>.eii  tui-  cil*.  alter  .^11,  lioj  :>ol  these  sediUuua  Jew* 
been  so  l..;.iliialed  as  tons  uiad.)    to  destroy,  wtull  «0- 

aephua  hcrejusU>  st>le»  -The  nervea  of  tlteir  powei." 
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opportunity  of  taking  counsel,  and  of  chang- 
ing their  conduct;  nor  were  there  any  hopes 
of  CMdiiiig  to  an  ajErreeinent  with  their  ene- 
liiics;  nf>r  could  such  as  hud  a  mind  flee 
avtay;  tor  guard?)  were  set  at  alt  places,  and 
the  beads  of  tbe  rohbers,  although  they  were 
seditious  one  against  another  in  other  respects, 
yet  did  (hey  agree  in  kilHn^  those  that  were 
ior  peace  willi  the  Romans,  or  were  suspected 
of  uii  inclination  to  desert  to  thetn,  as  their 
ronimon  eneniies.  They  agreed  in  uuttiing  but 
this,  to  kilt  those  that  were  innocent.  The 
noise  also  of  those  that  were  lighting  was 
incessant,  both  by  day  and  by  night;  but  the 
lamentations  ot  those  that  mourned  exceeded 
the  oilier;  nor  was  there  ever  any  occasion 
for  them  to  leave  oli'  their  lamentations, 
because  their  calamities  came  perpet-ually  one 
upon  another,  although  the  deep  consterna- 
tion they  were  in  prevented  their  outward 
wailing;  but  being  constrained  by  their  fear  to 
conceal  their  inward  passions,  they  were 
rtiwardly  tormented,  without  daring  to  open 
their  lips  in  groans.  Nor  was  any  regard  paid 
to  those  that  were  still  alive,  by  their  rela- 
Jions;  nor  was  there  any  care  taken  of  burial 
for  Ihor-e  that  were  dead;  the  occa'>ion  of  both 
which  was  this,  that  every  one  despaired  oi 
himself;  for  those  that  were  not  among  the 
seditious  hud  no  great  desires  of  any  thing,  us 
expecting  for  certain  that  they  should  very 
toon  be  destroyed;  but  for  the  seditious  tbem- 
belves,  they  (ought  against  eaeh  other,  while 
ihey  trod  upoti  the  dead  bodies  as  they  lay 
heaped  one  upon  another,  and  taking  up  a  mad 
rage  from  those  dead  hodies  that  were  under 
their  feet,  became  the  fiercer  thereupon,  Tney, 
moreover,  were  still  inventing  somewhat  or 
jther  that  was  pernicious  against  theiuseivesi 
and  when  they  had  resolved  upon  any  thing, 
they  executed  it  without  uieiey,  and  omitted 
no  method  of  torment  or  of  barbarity.  Nay, 
Joiiti  abused  tlie  sacred  materials,*  and 
employed  them  in  the  construction  of  his 
engines  o(  war;  for  the  people  and  the  priests 
had  formerly  determined  to  support  the  tem- 
ple, and  raise  the  holy  house  twenty  cubits 
liigher;  for  king  Agri()pa  had  at  a  very  great 
expense,  and  with  very  great  [lains,  brought 
thitiier  such  materials  as  were  proper  for  that 
purpose,  being  pieces  of  timber  very  well 
worth  seeing,  bulb  fur  their  siraightness  and 
their  largeness:  hut  the  war  coming  on,  and 
iu.erruptnig  the  work,  John  had  them  cut, 
aiul  prepared  tor  the  building  him  towers,  he 
linding  them  long  enough  to  oppose  from 
them  those  his  adversaries  that  fought  him 
from  the  temple  that  was  above  him.  He  also 
bad  them  brought  and  erected  behind  the 
iruicr  court  over-against  the  west  end  of  the 


bis  timber,  we  see.  was  deHinned  for  the  rpbiiildin^ 
-"twenty  ofiditional  cubils  ui  the   tmly   huuse  :ibi>ve 
'^i^Kired.  whirh  had  fi&lleo  duwn  some  jreacs  btlurc 
IV  Vi»lK«te  wo  AQiiq  b.  xv.  cb.  si.  sect.  3 


cloisters  "^here  alone  he  could  erect  thcm;"f 
whereas,  the  other  sides  of  that  court  had  so 
many  steps  as  would  not  let  them  come  nigh 
enough  the  cloisters, 

6.  Thus  did  John  hope  to  be  too  hard  for 
his  enemies  by  these  engines  constructed  by 
his  impiety;  but  God  himself  demonstrated 
that  his  pains  would  prove  of  no  use  to  him, 
by  bringing  the  Romans  upon  him  before  he 
had  reared  any  of  his  towers;  for  Titus, 
when  he  had  gotten  together  part  of  his  forces 
about  him,  and  had  ordered  the  rest  to  meet 
him  at  Jerusalem,  marched  out  of  Cesarea. 
He  had  with  him  those  three  legions  that  had 
accompanied  his  father  when  he  laid  Judea 
w.iste,  together  with  that  twelfth  legion  which 
had  been  formerly  beaten  with  Cestius;  which 
legion,  as  it  was  otherwise  remarkable  for  its 
valour,  so  did  it  march  on  now  with  greater 
alacrity  to  avenge  themselves  on  the  Jews,  as 
remembering  what  they  had  formerly  sulfered 
from  them.  Of  these  legions  he  ordered  the 
fifth  to  meet  him,  by  going  through  Kmmaus, 
and  the  tenth  to  go  up  by  Jericho ;  he  also 
moved  himself,  together  with  the  rest ;  besides 
whom  marched  those  auxiliaries  thnt  came  from 
the  kings,  being  now  more  in  number  than 
before,  together  with  a  considerable  number 
that  came  to  his  assistance  from  Syria.  Those 
also  that  had  been  selected  out  of  these  four 
legions,  and  sent  with  Mucianus  to  Italy, 
had  their  places  fdled  up  out  of  these  soldiera 
that  came  out  of  Egypt  with  Titus,  who  were 
two  thousand  men,  chosen  out  of  the  armies 
at  Alexandria.  There  followed  him  also  three 
thousand  drawn  from  those  that  guarded  the 
river  Euphrates;  as  also,  there  came  Tiberius 
.\lexander,  who  was  a  friend  of  his,  most 
valuable,  both  for  his  good-will  to  him  and 
for  his  prudence.  He  had  formerly  been 
governor  of  Alexandria,  but  was  now  thought 
worthy  to  be  general  of  the  army  [under 
Titus],  The  reason  of  this  was,  that  he  had 
been  the  first  who  encouraged  Vespasian  very 
lately  to  accept  this  his  new  dominion,  and 
joined  himself  t«  him  with  great  fidehty,  when 
things  were  uncertain,  and  fortune  had  not 
yet  declared  for  him.  He  also  foUowed  Titus 
as  a  counsellor,  very  useful  to  him  in  this  war, 
both  by  his  age  and  skill  in  such  atfairs. 


CHAPTER  II. 

HOW  TITUS  MARCHED  TO  JERUSALEM,  AND  HOW 
HE  WA3  IN  DANGER  A3  HE  WAS  TAKING  A 
VIEW  OF  TUB  CITY.  OF  THE  PLACE  ALSO 
WHERE  HG  PITCHED  HIS  CAMP. 

§  1.  Xow,   as   Titus   was   upon   his   march 
into  the  enemy's  country,  the  auxiliaries  that 

t  There  Vin^  no  ^ate  on  the  west,  and  only  on  the 
■Weft  eidu  of  th*?  court  of  the  priests,  and  so  no  steps 
there,  this  was  the  only  side  that  the  seditious,  under 
this  John  of  Giscbala,  could  hring  their  •ngines  clou 
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were  sent  by  the  kings  marched  first,  having 
all  the  other  auxiliaries  with  them ;  afler  whom 
followed  those  that  were  to  prepare  the  roads 
and  n.easure  out  the  caiup;    then  came  the 
conioiaiidfi's  bafSage,  and  alter  that  the  other 
soldiers,  who  were  completely  armed  to  tup- 
port  them:  then  came  Tilus  himself,  having 
wilb  Imn  aiiotber  select  body;  and  then  came 
the    pikemen;    after  wbom  came    the    horse 
bclouiiiig    to   that    legion.      Ail    these    came 
betore   the  engines;  and  after  these  engines 
loliowed  the  tribunes  and  the  leaders  ot  the 
cohorts,  «ith  their  select  bodies;    afur  these 
cau.e  the  ensigns,  wilb  the  eagle;  ami  bifore 
luose  ensigns  came  the  trumpeters  belonging 
to  them;  next  these  came   the  main  body  ot 
the  ariov  in  thiir  ra:ik3,  every  rank  being  six 
de.  p;   ihe  servants  belonging  to  every  legion 
came  alter  thofce;  and  betore  these   last  their 
baggage;  the  o«  rcenaries  came  last,  and  those 
that  guarded  them  brought  up  the  rear.    Now 
Titus,  according  to  the   KuinHii   usage,  went 
in  the  trout  of  the  army  after  a  decent   man- 
ner, and  inaiched  through  Samaria  to  Gophim, 
a  citv  that  had  been  formerly  taken   by  his 
father,  and   was  then   pHtri^oi.ed    by   Konian 
soldiers:  and  whcf.  he  had  loilged  there  one 
nisht,  he  inorehed  on   in   the   morning;    and 
when  he  had  gone  as  far  as  a  day's  march,  he 
pitched   his   tamp   at  that  vaKcy   which   the 
Jews,  in  their  own  tongue,  call  "the  Vadey 
of    Thorns,"    near    a   cei'taiii    rliage    c^iued 
Gabaothsaul,    ubich    6^^nitie»    "the    IliU    ot 
Saul."    bei.ii;   distant   Iroin   Jerusalem    about  i 
thirty  fuilongs.      There  it  was  tLat  he  cbo»e  1 
out  six  hundred  select  horsemen,  and  went  to 
take   a    view   of  the   city,    to   observe    what 
strength  it  was  of,  and  iiow  courageous  the 
Jews  were;  whether,  when  they  saw  him,  and 
before    they  came    to    a   direct    battle,   they 
would  be  affrighted  and  submit;    for   he  had 
been  iidormed,  what  was  really  true,  that  the 
people  who  were   fallen   under  the   power  of 
the   seditious  and  the   robbers,  were  greatly 
desirous  of  peace;  but  being  t(.o  weak  to  rise 
up  against  the  rest,  they  lay  still. 

2.   Now,    so    long   as    he    rode    along    the 

straight  road  which   led   to  the   wall  of  the 

cily,  nobody  appeared  out  of  the  gates;    but 

when. he  went  out  of  that  road,  and  declined  , 

towards    the    tower    I'^ephmus,  and  led  the 

baud    of    horsemen    obliquely,    an    immense 

number  of  the  Jews  leaped  out  suddenly  at 

the   towers   called  the  "  Women's  Towers,' 

through  that  gate  which  was  i.ver-agamst  the 

luonuoieiits  of  queen  Helena,  and  intercepted 

his  horse;   and  standing  directly  opposite  to 

those  that  still  ran  along  the  road,  hindered 

them   from  joining   those  that  bad    declined 

out  of  it.     Thev  intercepted  Titus  also,  with 

a  few  others.     Ts'ow  it  was  here  impossible  for 

to'tte  cloisters  of  tbat  court  enttways.  thoush  upon 
tbo  floor  of  the  court  of  Israel.  See  the  schome  of 
that  temple,  in  ths  doecriptioii  of  Uie  taniploB  hereto 

beloDging. 


him  to  go  forward,  because  all  the  places  had 
trenches  dug  in  them  from  the  wall,  to  pre- 
serve the  gardens  round  about,  and  were  full 
of  gardens  obliquely  situated,  and  ol    many 
hedges;  and  to  return  back  to  his  own  men, 
he   saw  it  was  also  impossible,  by  reason  of 
the  multitude  of  the  enemies  that  lay  between 
them;    many  of    whom    did  not  so  much  us 
know  that  the  king*  was  in  any  danger,  hut 
supposed  hiin  still  among  them.      So  he  per- 
ceived, that  his  preservation  must  be  wholly 
owing    to    his    own  courage,  and  turned  his 
horse  about,  and  cried  out  aloud  to  those  that 
were  about  him   to  follow  him,  and  ran  with 
violence  into  the  midst  of  his  enemies,  in  order 
to  force  his  way  through  them  to  his    own 
men.      And  hence  we  may  principally  liarn, 
that  both  the  success  of  wars,  and  the  dangers 
that  kingsf  are  in,  are  under  the  providence 
of  God;    lor  while  such  a  number   of  darts 
were  thrown  at  Titus,  when  he  had  neither 
bis  head-piece  on,  nor  bis  breast-plate  (for,  as 
1  told  you,  he  went  out  not  to  fight,  but  to 
view  the  city),  none  of  them  touched  his  body, 
but  went  asiile  without  hurting  him;  as  it  all 
of  thein    missed    hiin   on  purpose,  and  only 
made  a  noise  as  they  passed  by  him.     So  he 
diverted  those  perpetually  with  his  sword  that 
came    on    his    side,  and  overturned  many  of 
those    that    directly  met  him,  and  made  his 
horse  ride  over  those  that  were  overthrown. 
The  enemy  indeed  made  a  great  shout  at  the 
boldness  of  C'a?sar,t  and  exhorted  one  another 
lio    rush    upon    hiin.      Yet  did  these  against 
whom  he  marched  fly  away,  and  go  off  from 
him  in  great  numbers;   while  those  that  were 
in  the  same  danger  with  him  kept  up  close  to 
him,  though  they  were  wounUed  both  on  their 
backs  and  on  their  sides;    for  they  had  each 
of  them  but  this  one  hope  of  escaping,  if  they 
could  assist  Titus  in  opening  himself  a  way, 
that  he  might  not  be  encompassed  round  by 
his  enemies  before  he  got  away  from  tbeni. 
Now,  there  were  two  of  those  that  were  with 
him,  but  at  some  distance;  the  one  of  whom 
the  enemv  encompassed  round,  and  slew  him 
with  their  darts,  and  his  horse  also;    but  the 
other  they  slew  as  he  leaped  down  from  his 
horse,  and  carried  olf  his  horse   with  them. 
But  Titus  escaped  with  the  rest,  and  came 


.  We  mav here  note,  tliBt  Tilus  is  here  calle<l "  a  llKj;,' 
and  '■  Cmt^r,"  by  Jowpbus,  even  while  be  wm  no  mure 
Uiau  Uie  eiuperur'i  sou,  and  general  ol  tbe  Romm  ati.iy, 
and  Ul.  lan.er  Vespas.all  was  still  alive^  Juslas  Uie  .New 
Testamenl  sais  "  ArcI.elaus  leiiined,"  or  ""as  tini; 
(  >laa  11.  ii],  iliouKh  lie  W.I3  proi>erlj  no  more  ti  an  ein- 
naich,  a»  Josepbua  a^sure.  us.  Auliq.  b  xml.  cb.  II. 
se.-l  4.  Of  Ibe  War.  b.ii.  cb  vi  setl.i  1  bus  also  Uio 
Jews  called  tbe  eniperois  "  kinRS,-  tbough  tbey  neti-i 
tooK  tl.al  tule  lo  IbeM.telves:  ■■  We  bale  no  kini;  buV 
tajsir.-'  .lubn  iix-  lo.  ■'  suuiuil  lo  llje  ^ing  »«  supr.a.e, 
I  Pel  ii.  l;i.  17;  whicb  isalsullielankUaseofthe  Apos. 
u,l,e..l  Coii.nmliuus,  U.11.  W,  IV.  13;  v.  lU,  VLi  Wi 
vu  l(j  vii  -2.  Hi  anJ  else»beie  in  Ibe  New  le»la- 
,uenu  .Mal..l.l»(  »v,.  to.  1  flu...i.:i;  .nd  in  Josepbul 
;il~.,,   Ibunel.   1   su>pucl  Josepi.n-  parlicnlarlj  eslCTUie.! 

I  .Ills  a^  ioinl-i.n.j;  wi.b  bi^  lalin-r  c\er  since  bis  aivine 
diriuis  Ibil  declaied  U.eiu  Oulu  sucb.  u.ul.Cb.  »Ul.»«l.ll. 
+  6e.^  lac  above  autji. 
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safe  to  the  camp.  So  thia  scccess  of  the 
Jews'  first  attack  raised  their  minds,  and  gave 
them  an  ill-grounded  hope ;  and  this  short 
inclination  of  fortune,  on  their  side,  made  them 
Ten*  courageous  for  the  future. 

9.  Uiit  now,  as  t,oon  us  that  legion  that  had 
been  at  Einmaus  was  joinetl  to  Cajsar  at  night, 
he  removed  thence,  when  it  was  day,  and  came 
U*  a  place  called  ScOpu«:  from  whence  the 
city  ln*g!*ii  already  to  he  seen,  and  a  plain 
view  nnght  be  taken  of  the  great  temple. 
.-Vccordiiigly,  this  place,  on  the  north  quarter 
of  the  city,  and  adjoining  thereto,  was  a  plain, 
ami  very  properly  named  Scopus  [the  pro- 
spictj;  and  was  no  more  than  seven  furlongs 
(li-tant  from  it.  And  here  it  was  that  Titus 
ordered  a  camp  to  be  fortitied  fur  two  legions 
tliat  were  to  be  together ;  but  ordered  another 
CiKiip  to  be  fortified,  at  three  fui  longs'  farther 
distance  behind  them,  fur  the  fifth  legiun;  for 
he  thought  that,  by  marching  in  the  night, 
they  might  be  tired,  and  miglit  deserve  to  be 
'  covered  fi-om  the  enemy,  and  with  less  fear 
'  mi^'ht  fortify  themselves:  and,  as  these  were 
now  beginning  to  build,  the  tenth  legion,  who 
came  through  Jericho,   was  already  come  to 

■  the  place,  where  a  certain  part  of  armed  men 
"had  formerly  lain,  to  guard  that  pass  into  the 
"  city,  and  had  been  taken  before  by  Vespasian. 
"  These  legions  had  orders  to  encamp  at  the 
'  distance  of  six  furlongs   from  Jerusalem,  at 

the  mount  called  the  mount  of  Olives,"  which 
'ies  over-against  the  city  on  the  east  side,  and 
IS  parted  from  it  by  a  deep  valley,  interposed 
between  them,  which  is  named  Cedron. 

4.  Now,  when  hitherto  the  several  parties 
'  in  the  city  had  been  dashing  one  against 
"another  perpetually,  this  foreign  war,  now 
^'suddenly  come  upon  them  after  a  violent  man- 
'  ner,  put  the  first  step  to  their  contentions  one 
"against  another;  and,  as  the  seditious  now 
saw  with  astonishment  the  Romans  pitching 
three  several  camps,  they  began  to  think  of 

■  an  awkward  sort  of  concord,  and  said  one  to 
'another,  —  "What  do  we  here,  and  wliat  do 

we  mean,  when  we  suffer  three  fortified  walls 
to  be  built  to  coop  usjii,  that  we  shall  not  be 
able  to  breathe  freely?  while  the  enemy  is 
securely  building  a  kind  of  city  in  opposition 
to  us,  and  while  we  sit  still  within  our  own 
walls,  and  become  spectators  only  of  what  they 
are  doing,  with  our  hands  idle,  and  our  armour 
laid  by,  as  if  they  were  about  somewhat  that 
was  for  our  good  and  advantage.  We  are,  it 
fteerns,"  so  did  they  cry  out,  "  only  coura- 
geous against  ourselves,  while  the  Romans 
are  likely  to  gain  the  city  without  bloodshed 
by  our  sedition."  Thus  did  they  encourage 
one  another  when  they  were  gotten  together. 


•  Thi«  sitnatinn  of  the  Mount  of  (IhTpg.  on  the  east 
of  Jenisalera.al  ab"Ut  Itie  »ii>tanreof  (ive  or  six  hirloops. 
with  the  VMlle;  of  Cedron  interpose*!  helween  that  nioun- 
*tain  and  tlie  city,  are  Ib)nc»  «^'eM  known  hoth  in  tile  <  Md 
sn<]  New  Testament,  in  Ji^^epbus  cisewtiere.  und  in  all 
tnedrscnptluDS  of  Cdl<  tlloe. 


and    took    their    armotir    immediately,    and 
ran   out    upon    the    tenth    legion,   and    fell 
upon  the  Romans  with  great  eagerness,  and 
with  a  prodigious  shout,  as  they  were  fortify- 
ing their  camp.     These  Romans  were  caught 
in  (iiflferent  parties,  and  this  in  order  to  per- 
form their  several  works,  and  on  that  account 
had  in  great  measure  laid  aside  their  arms; 
for  they  thought  the  Jews  would  not  have 
ventured  to  make  a  sally  upon  thein;  and  had 
they  been  disposed  so  to  dothey  supposed  their 
edition  would  have  distracted  them.   So  they 
were  put  into  disorder  unexpectedly;    when 
some  of  them  Icfl  their  works  they  were  about, 
and  immediately  marched  off,  while  many  ran 
to   their   arms,  but  were   smitten   and  slain 
before  they  couhi  turn  back  upon  the  enemy. 
The  Jews  became  still  more  and  more  in  num- 
ber, as   encouraged   by  the   good  success  of 
those  that  first  made  the  attack;    and,  while 
they  had    such    good   fortune,  they  seemed, 
both  to  themselves  and  to  the  enemy,  to  be 
many  more  than  they  really  were.     The  dis- 
orderly way  of  their  fighting  at  first  put  the 
Romans  also  to  a  stand,  who  had  been  con- 
stantly used  to  fight  skilf'jlly  in  good  order, 
and  with    keeping    their  ranks,  and  cbeyiiig 
the  orders  that  were  given  them;    for  ^vhich 
reason  the  Romans  wer*;  caught  unexpectedly, 
and  were  obliged  to  g've  way  to  the  as^nulls 
that  were  made  upon  them.   Now  when  these 
Romans  were  overtaken,  and  turned  back  upon 
the  Jews,  they  put  a  stop  to  their  career;  yet, 
when  they  diil  not  take  care  enough  of  them- 
aelres  through  the  vehenienry  of  their  pursuit, 
fhey  were   wounded    by  them;    but,  as   still 
more  and  more  Jews  sallied  out  of  tiie  city, 
the  Romans  were  at  length  brought  into  con- 
fusion, and  put  to  flight,  and   ran  away  from 
their  camp.     Nay,  things  looked  as  though 
the  entire  legion  would  have  been  in  dauger, 
unless  Titus  bad  been  informed  of  the  case 
they   were   in,  and   had   sent  them   succours 
immediately.    So  he  reproached  them  for  their 
cowardice,  and  brought  those  back  that  were 
running  away,  and  fell  himself  upon  the  Jews 
on  their  flank,  with  those  select  troops  that 
were  with  him,  and  slew  a  considerable  num- 
ber, and  wounded  more  of  them,  and  put  tbum 
all  to  flight,  and  made  them  run  away  hastily 
down  the  valley.     Now  as  these  Jews  sutiined 
greatly  in  the  tJeclivity  of  the  valley,  so,  when 
they  were  gotten  over  it,  tliey  turned  about, 
and  stood  over-against  the  Romans,  havii'g  the 
valley  between  them,  and  there  fought  with 
them.      Thus  did  they  continue  the  fight  till 
noon;  but,  when  it  was  already  a  little  after 
noon,  Titus  set  those  that  came  to  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Romans  with  him,  and  tonse  that 
belonged  to  the  cohorts,  to  prevent  the  .lews 
from  making  any  mure  SHllies,  and   then  se.^t 
the  rest  of  the  legion  to  the  upper  part  of  the 
mountain,  to  fortify  their  camp. 

.'>.   Tiiis  luaieh  uf  the  Romans  seemed  tO 
the  Jews  to  be  a  flight;  and  a^  the  watehnian. 
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who  waa  placed  upon  the  wall,  gare  a 
Bignal  bv  shaking  his  garment,  there  came 
out  a  fresh  multitude  of  Jews,  and  that  with 
BUch  mighty  violence,  that  one  might  compare 
it  to  the  running  of  the  mo«t  terrible  wild 
beasts.  To  say  the  truth,  none  of  those  that 
op)>osed  them  could  sustain  the  fury  with 
which  they  made  their  attacks;  but,  as  if 
they  had  been  cast  out  of  an  engine,  they 
Drake  the  enemies*  ranks  to  pieces,  who  were 
put  to  flight,  and  ran  away  to  the  mountain ; 
none  but  Titus  himself,  and  a  few  others 
with  him,  being  left  in  the  midst  of  the  accli- 
vity. Now  these  others,  who  were  his  friends, 
despised  the  danger  they  were  in,  and  were 
ashamed  to  leave  their  general,  earnestly 
exhorting  him  to  give  way  to  these  Jews  that 
arc  fond  of  dying,  and  not  to  run  into  such 
dangers  before  those  that  ought  to  stay  before 
him;  to  consider  what  his  fortune  was,  and 
not,  by  supplying  the  place  of  a  common 
soldier,  to  venture  to  turn  back  upon  the  ene- 
my so  suddenly ;  and  this  because  he  was 
general  in  the  war,  and  lord  of  the  habitable 
earth,  on  whose  preservation  the  public  aHairs 
do  all  depend.  These  persuasions  Titus 
seemed  not  so  much  as  to  hear,  but  opposed 
those  that  ran  upon  him,  and  smote  them  on 
the  face;  and,  when  he  had  forced  them  to 
go  back,  he  slew  them;  he  also  fell  upon 
great  numbers  as  they  marched  down  the 
hill,  and  thrust  them  forward ;  while  those 
men  were  so  amazed  at  his  courage  and  his 
Btrrnglh.  that  they  could  not  fly  directly  to 
the  city,  but  declined  from  him  on  both  sides, 
and  pressed  after  those  that  fled  up  the  hill ; 
yet  did  he  still  fall  upon  their  flank,  and  put 
a  stop  to  their  fur)'.  In  the  mean  time,  a 
disorder  and  a  terror  fell  again  upon  those 
that  were  fortifying  their  camp  at  the  top  of 
the  hill,  upon  their  seeing  those  beneath  them 
running  away,  insomuch  that  the  whgle  legion 
was  dispersed,  while  they  thought  that  the 
sallies  of  the  Jews  upon  them  were  plainly 
insupportable,  and  that  Titus  was  himself  put 
to  Sight;  because  they  took  it  for  granted 
that,  if  he  had  staid,  the  rest  would  never 
have  fled  for  it.  Thus  were  they  encompassed 
on  every  side  bv  a  kind  of  panic  fear,  and 
some  dispersed  themselves  one  way,  and  some 
another,  till  certain  of  them  saw  their  general 
in  the  very  midst  of  an  action,  and,  being 
under  great  concern  for  him,  they  loudly  pro- 
claimed the  danger  he  was  in  to  the  entire 
legion ;  and  now  shame  made  them  turn 
back,  and  they  reproached  one  another,  that 
they  did  worse  than  run  away,  by  deserting 
Cesar.  So  they  used  their  utmost  force 
against  the  Jews,  and  declining  from  the 
straight  declivity,  they  drove  them  in  heaps 
into  the  bottom  of  the  valley.  Then  did  the 
Jews  turn  about  and  fight  them  ;  but  as  they 
were  themselves  retiring,  and  now.  because 
the  Romans  had  the  advantage  of  the  ground, 
•nd  wera  above  the  Jews,  they  drove  them 


all  into  the  valley.  Titus  also  pressed  upon 
those  that  were  near  him,  and  sent  the  legion 
agBin  to  fortify  their  camp;  while  he,  and 
those  that  were  with  him  before,  opposed  the 
enemy,  and  kept  them  from  doing  farther 
mischief;  insomuch  that,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
neither  to  add  any  thing  out  of  flattery, 
nor  to  diminish  any  thing  out  of  envy,  but 
to  speak  the  pl.iin  truth,  Cvsar  did  twice 
i  deliver  that  entire  legion  when  it  was  in  jeo- 
pardy, and  gave  them  a  quiet  opportunity  of 
fortifying  their  camp. 


CHAPTER  ra. 

HOW  Tire  8t:DITI05  WAS  AGAIX  REVITID  WITHIS 
JIRrSALEM,  A!«D  TET  THI  JEWS  COSTBITED 
SNARES  TOR  THE  BOMAXS.  HOW  TITTS  ALSO 
THREATENED  HIS  SOLDIERS  EOE  THEIB  ITtGO- 
VBRXABLE  RASHNESS. 

§  1.  As  now  the  war  abroad  ceased  for  a 
while,  the  sedition  within  was  revived ;  and 
on  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread,  which  waa 
now  come-,  it  being  the  fourteenth  day  of  the 
month  Xanthicus  [Nisan].  when  it  is  believed 
the  Jews  were  first  freed  from  the  Egjp- 
tians,  Eleazar  and  his  party  opened  the  gates 
of  this  [inmost  court  of  the  temple,  and  ad- 
mitted such  of  the  people  as  were  desirous  to 
worship  God  into  it.*  But  John  made  use 
of  this  festival  as  a  cloak  for  his  treacherous 
designs,  and  armed  the  most  inconsiderable 
of  his  own  party,  the  greater  part  of  whom 
were  not  purified,  with  weapons  concealed 
under  their  garments,  and  sent  them  with 
great  zeal  into  the  temple,  in  order  to  seize 
upon  it ;  which  armed  men,  when  they  were 
gotten  in,  threw  their  garments  away,  and 
presently  appeared  in  their  armour.  Upon 
which  there  was  a  very  great  disorder  and 
disturbance  about  the  holy  house ;  while  the 
people  who  had  no  concern  in  the  sedition, 
supposed  that  this  assault  waa  made  against 
all  without  distinction,  as  the  zealots  thought 
•  Iff ro  w<?  «**  th«  true  orrawon  of  tb.'^se  vast  Dum- 
t>en»  of  Jew"  that  wct*  in  Jem^alMn  <larinc  this  nie^ 
by  Titus,  nmi  peri.«ht.d  therein;  that  the  ncea  began  at 
the  feast  of  the  pavii>Ter.  when  furb  )>rodi^ouft  multj- 
taJe-  of  Jews  anj  prwelytes  of  the  pale  were  come 
&r>ni  all  parts  of  Judea.  and  frr-m  other  rtmnlrfea.  la 
onler  to  celebrate  that  great  festival-  See  the  note.  b. 
vi  ch.  iz.  .-^eoL  3.  Taritus  himfelf  inform*  u.%  that  the 
nnaiber  of  men.  women.  anJ  rhil.lren,  !n  Jertvalem, 
when  it  WSJ"  he^ieeed  by  the  Ronaiv.  ad  he  had  been 
iufomed.  wn-4  (xo.uiio.  This  iofbrxnatioD  must  bare 
,  been  taken  from  the  Koman";  IbrJo^ephud  never  men- 
'  tions  the  numbers  of  thoj«e  that  w.-re  bejsleiT'^.  only  ha 
'  lets  u«  know,  that  of  the  vulcar.  rarriwl  dead  out  of  the 
I  gates,  and  borM)  at  the  public  charge*,  was  the  likt 
I  number  of  60'J,0<X),  ch.  xUi.  cei't-  7.  HowcTer,  when 
Ce5tlu5  Gallnfl  came  Cr^t  to  the  sie^.  that  pum  In  Tart 
tu»  i^  no  way  dlsagrtteable  to  JosephaB'B  history,  tboaf^ 
they  were  l-cc^me  much  more  numerous  when  Titus 
I  encompa^;**!  the  city  at  the  passover.  As  to  the  nuill. 
ber  that  perijdied  during  the  sieetcJosephusaasares  us, 
as  we  shaU  ^ee  hareaft^ff,  they  were  l.lim.OOO.  besides 
>  dT.iitKt,  captives.  But  Tacitu-s'0  history  of  the  last  part 
of  this  sie^e  Ls  not  now  extant:  so  we  cannot  OQlD|ian 
:  his  paraiiel  aujnbers  with  those  of  Jodephus. 
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\K  w«9  mfiHe  against  themselves  only.  So 
these  left  vft  guarding  the  piles  any  longer, 
aixl  teupetl  down  from  tlicir  hattlcniLntii 
heTore  they  came  to  an  enguj;ement,  and  fled 
away  into  the  suburraruaii  caverns  of  the 
tein[>Ie;  while  the  peojde  that  stiMxl  trein- 
Minf^  at  the  ultar,  and  about  the  holy  house, 
were  rolled  on  heaps  to<ether.  and  trampled 
u^on,  and  were  beaten  both  with  wooden  and 
with  iron  weapons  without  mercy.  Such, 
rI-o,  as  had  dilTerences  with  others,  »>lcw 
niany  perwn^t  that  were  quut,  ont  ul  their 
own  private  enmity  and  hatred,  as  it'  they 
were  opposite  to  the  seditious;  and  all  those 
that  had  lnnnerly  tdrended  any  of  these  plot- 
tern,  were  now  known,  and  were  nuv\  led  away 
to  the  slaughter;  and,  when  tney  had  done 
abundance  ol  horrid  mischief  to  the  guiUlet>)>, 
they  granted  a  truce  lo  the  guilty,  and  let 
tii«)>e  po  ofT  that  came  out  of  the  caverns. 
The^'e  followers  of  John  also  did  now  stize 
upnn  thi^  inner  temple,  and  upon  all  tbt;  war- 
like engines  therein,  and  then  ventured  to 
oppoM*  Simon.  And  thus  that  ^edition,  which 
had  been  divided  into  three  fuclions,  watt 
now  reduced  to  two. 

2.  But  Titus,  intending  to  pitch  hi*  camp 
nearer  to  the  aty  than  Seopu*.  j.U».-ct;  a^  iimny 
of  his  choice  horsemen  und  loot  men  ^  he 
thought  hutlicient,  opposite  to  tLe  Jews,  to 
prevent  their  sall)iug  out  upon  them,  wude  0^ 
gave  orderk  for  the  whole  army  to  level  lue 
tii^tance,  a*  far  as  the  wall  of  ttie  city.  0<» 
they  threw  down  all  the  hedges  umJ  walU 
wbieh  the  inhabitant:^  had  made  about  tbeir 
gardens  and  groves  of  trees  and  cut  down  au 
(he  fruit-trees  that  lay  between  lUem  nml  tne 
wall  of  the  city,  and  tilled  up  all  the  nuliow 
places  and  the  cba>m»,  and  dentokuitcd  tne 
rocky  precipices  wuh  iron  instruments ;  ami 
Uieieby  made  all  the  place  level  bom  Scopun 
to  Herod's  monuments,  which  adjoined  to 
ttie  pool  called  the  Serpent's  l*ooL 

3.  Now  at  this  very  time,  the  Jews  con- 
trived the  following  stratagem  against  the 
Uoinans.  The  bolder  sort  of  the  seditious  went 
out  at  the  towers,  called  the  Women's  Towerij, 
a*  if  they  had  been  ejected  out  of  the  city  by 
tho^e  who  were  fur  peace,  and  rambled  about 
as  if  they  were  utVaid  of  being  as»Hulled  by 
the  Romans  and  were  in  fear  of  one  another; 
while  tbitse  tliat  stood  upon  the  wall,  und 
£e-med  to  be  of  the  people's  side,  cried  out 
aloud  for  peace,  und  etitieated  tbeV  might 
have  security  for  their  lives  given  tbem,  and 
called  fur  the  Uomans  pi'oim^ing  to  open  the 
gute-t  tJ  them;  und  as  tbey  criid  out  after 
that  manner,  they  threw  atones  at  their  own 
people,  a;*  though  they  woubl  drive  them 
t.vay  from  the  gates.  These  aUo  pretended 
1^1  they  were  excluded  by  force,  and  tliai 
titvy  pelilioned  those  that  were  within  to  let 
t,  I  i[i,  and  rushing  upon  the  It.um<tn>  per- 
^.waU^,  with  violence,  the)  ih.ri  iMr-e  b,iok, 
uhU  seuuied  to  be   in  great  disorder.       jNum 


the  Roman  soldiers  thought  this  cu^nin^' 
stratagem  of  theirs  was  to  be  beUeved  real, 
and  thinking  they  had  the  one  party  under 
their  [Kiwer,  and  could  puni^ih  them  a«  they 
pleased,  and  hoping  that  the  other  party  would 
open  their  gates  to  tbem,  set  to  the  execution 
of  tbeir  designs  accordingly.  Hut  for  Titus 
himself,  be  had  this  surprising  conduct  of  the 
Jews  in  suspicion;  for  whereas  he  had  invited 
them  to  come  ti^  terms  of  accomiDodution,  by 
Jusephus,  but  one  day  before,  be  could  then 
receive  no  civil  answer  from  them;  so  \\9 
ordered  the  soldiers  to  stay  where  they  were. 
However,  some  ut  them  that  were  Mrt  in  the 
front  of  the  works  prevented  him,  and  i*ateh- 
ing  up  their  arms  ran  to  the  pUes;  wliere- 
upon  those  that  »eemed  to  have  been  ejected 
at  the  tirst  retired;  but  as  anm  as  the  st>ldiers 
were  gotten  between  the  towers  on  each  Hidd 
of  the  gate,  the  Jews  ran  out  and  eT>cuin(Mir<sed 
theui  round,  and  fell  upon  them  behind, 
while  that  multitude  wh:ch  :>tiXHl  upon  the 
wall,  threw  a  heap  of  stones  and  darts  uf  all 
kinds  St  them,  insomuch  that  they  >Jew  a  con- 
siderable numlier,  and  W4)<j')de<l  many  ini>re; 
for  it  was  not  easy  tor  the  Koinsins  to  ei>eape, 
by  reason  tho»«  behind  them  preswd  them 
forward;  besides  which,  'he  slnune  th^y  were 
under  for  being  nuntakeo,  and  the  feur  they 
were  in  of  their  r(»ni:nunilers  entfaifed  I  hem 
to  persevere  m  tbeir  iniotake;  wherefore  thny 
fought  with  tbeir  fcpear»  a  great  whi'e.  and 
rei'inved  iiian\  bl*>ws  from  the  Jevvs,  tlmiigti 
iii'leed  thev  cave  liifin  us  manv  blovvs  auain, 
ami  Hi  last  repelled  thone  tbat  bail  enrom- 
ptLased  th«'rn  about,  whtle  the  Jews  uursuerl 
tnem  as  *bey  n-tired.  ami  lollowed  ihem.  and 
torew  darts  ut  tbecu  as  fur  as  Uie  nnonuments 
oi  queen  Helerid. 

4.  After  this  these  Jews,  without  keeping 
any  decorum,  grew  insolent  upon  their  good 
fortune,  and  jested  upon  the  Romans,  for 
l>cing  deluded  by  the  trick  they  had  put  upon 
tliem,  and  making  a  noise  with  beating  their 
shields,  leaping  for  gladness,  and  made  joyful 
exclamations;  wliile  these  soldiers  were  re- 
ceived with  threutcnings  by  their  ollicers,  and 
witii  indignation  by  Cicsar  himself  [who  spake 
to  them  thus]:  These  Jews,  who  are  only 
conducted  by  their  madness  do  every  thing 
with  care  and  circumspection ;  they  contrive 
stratagems,  and  lay  ambushes,  and  fortune 
t^ives  success  to  their  stratagems,  lierauso  they 
are  obedient,  and  preserve  their  got>d-wiil  and 
fidelity  to  one  another ;  while  the  Romans,  to 
whom  fortune  uses  to  lie  ever  subservient,  by 
reason  of  tbeir  good  order,  and  ready  sub- 
mission to  their  commanders,  have  now  had 
ill  success  bv  their  contrary  behaviour,  and 
by  not  being  able  to  restrain  their  hands  from 
action,  they  have  been  caught;  and  that  which 
is  the  most  to  their  reproach,  they  have  gone 
on  without  their  commanders,  in  the  very  pre- 
sence of  Cffisar.  "Truly,"  says  Titus,  *' the 
laws  of  war  cannot  but  groaji  heavily,  as  wiU 
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jny   father   alto  himself,  when   he   ehall   be 
informed  of  this  wound  that  hath  been  given 
us,  since  he,  who  is  grown  old  in  wars,  did 
never  make  so  great  a  mistake.     Our  laws  of 
war  do  also  ever  inflict  capital  punishment  on 
those  that  in  the  lea-st  break  into  good  order, 
while  at  this  time  they  have  seen  an  entire 
army  run  into  disorder.     However,  those  that 
have  been  so  insolent  shall  be  made  imme- 
diately sensible,  that  even  they  who  conquer 
among  the   Romans  without  orders  for  fight- 
ing, arc  to  be  under  disgrace."     When  Titus 
had   enlarged   upon   this   matter    before   the 
commanders,   it    appeared    evident    that    he 
would  execute  the  law  against  all  those  that 
were  concerned  ;  so  these  soldiers'  minds  sunk 
down  in  despair,  as   expecting  to  be  put  t& 
death,  and  that  justly  and  quickly.     However, 
the    other    legions    came  round   about  Titus, 
and  entreated  his  favour  to  these  their  fellow 
soldiers,  and  made  supplication  to  him,  that 
he  would  pardon  the   rashness  of  a  few,  on 
account  of  the   l>etter   obedience  of  all   the 
rest;  and  promised  for  them  that  they  should 
make  amends  for  their  present  fault,  by  their 
more  virtuous  behaviour  for  the  time  to  come. 
5.  80    Caiiiar   complied   with   their   desires, 
and  with  what  prudence  dictated  to  him  also: 
for  he  esteeme<l  it  fit  to  punish  single  persons 
by   real  executions,  but  that  the  punishment 
of  great  multitudes  should  proceed  no  farther 
than   reproofs;    so   he  was  reconciled   to  the 
soldiers,  but   gave  them    a  special   charge  to 
act  more  wisely  for  the  future;  and   he  con- 
sidered with   himself  how  he  might   be  even 
with  the  Jews  for  their  stratagem.     And  now 
when  the  Space  between  the  Komans  and  the 
wall  had  been  levelled,  which  was  done   in 
four  days;   and   as   he  was  desirous  to  bring 
the  baggage  of  the  army,  with  the  rest  of  the 
multitude    that    followed    him,   snfely    to    tJie 
ramp,  he  set  the  strongest  part  of  his  army 
over-ngninst  that  wall  which  lay  on  the  north 
quarter  of  the  citv.  and  over-against  the  west- 
ern part  of  it,  and  made  his  army  seven  deep, 
with  the  footmen  ]ilaced  before  them,  and  the 
horsemen    behind   them,  each  of   the  last  in 
three  ranks,  whilst  the  arcliers  stood  in  the 
midst  in  seven  ranks.     And  now  as  the  Jews 
were  prohibited   by  so  great  a   Inuly  of  men, 
from  making  sallies  upon  the  Romans    both 
the  beasts  that  bare  the  burdens,  and  belonged 
to  the  three  legions,  and  the  rest  of  the  mul- 
titude, marched  on  without  any  fear.     But  as 
for    Titus    him.self.    he    was    but    a!>out    two 
furlongs  distant  from  the  wall,  at  that  part  of 
it  where  was   the   comer.*    and   ovcr-against 
that   tower  which  was  called    Psephinus,   at 
which  tower  the  compass  of  the  wall  belonging 
to  the  north  bended,  and  extended  itself  over- 
against  the  west;  but   the  other  part  of  the 
army  fortified  themselves  at  the  tower  called 

*  Perhaps,  says  Dr.  Uudaon,  here  wa.s  that  gate, 
called  the  "  Gate  of  the  Coraar,"  in  2  Chron,  ixvi.  9. 
8«e  cb.  iv.  sect.  2. 


Hippicu?,  and  was  distant,  in  like  manner, 
but  two  furlongs  from  the  city.  IiO«e\er, 
the  tenth  legion  coiitinuid  in  its  own  place, 
upon  the  Mount  of  Olives. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

THE  DESCEIPTION  Of  JERUSALEM. 

§  1.  The  city  of  Jerusalem  was  fortifietl  with 
three  walls,  on  siicb  parts  as  were  not  encom- 
passed with  unpassable  valleys;  for  in  such 
places  it  had  hut  one  wall.  The  city  was 
built  upon  two  bills  which  are  opposite  to  one 
another,  and  have  a  valley  to  diWde  thein 
asunder;  at  which  valley  the  corresponding 
rows  of  houses  on  both  hilU  end.  Of  these 
hills,  that  which  contains  the  upper  city  it 
much  higher,  and  in  length  more  direct. 
Accordingly,  it  was  railed  the  "  Citadel,"  by 
king  David;  he  was  the  father  of  that  Solo- 
mon who  built  this  temple  at  the  first;  but  it 
is  by  us  called  the  •'  I'pper  .Market-place."' 
But  the  other  hill,  which  was  called  "  Acra," 
anH  sustains  the  lower  city,  is  of  the  shape 
of  a  moon  when  she  is  honied;  over-against 
this  »vas  a  third  hill,  but  naturally  lower  than 
Acra,  and  parted  funiierly  troiii  the  other  by 
a  broad  valley.  llo«ever  in  those  times  when 
the  Asamoneans  reigned,  they  filled  up  that 
valley  with  earth,  and  hail  a  u.ind  to  join  the 
city  to  the  temple.  They  then  took  ulF  (wrt 
of  the  height  of  Acra,  and  rcduceil  it  to  t»e 
I  of  less  elevation  than  it  was  before,  that  the 
I  temple  might  be  superior  to  it.  Now  the 
]  Valley  of  the  Cheese-mongers,  as  it  was  called, 
' and  was  that  which  we  told  jou  before  distiii- 
guished  the  hill  ol  the  upper  city  from  that  of 
the  lower,  extended  as  tar  as  Siloain;  tor  that 
is  the  name  of  a  fountain  which  hath  sweet 
water  in  it,  and  this  in  great  plenty  also.  Hut 
1  on  the  outsides,  these  hills  are  surrounded 
I  by  deep  valleys,  and  by  reason  of  the  preci- 
!  pices  to  them  belonging  on  both  sides,  they 
are  everywhere  uiipas'sable. 

'2.  Now,  of  these  three  walls,  the  old  one 
was  hard  to  be  taken,  both  by  reason  of  the 
valleys,  and  of  that  hill  on  which  it  was  built, 
and  which  was  above  them.  But  besides  that 
great  advantage,  as  to  the  place  where  they 
were  situated,  it  was  also  built  very  strong; 
because  David  and  SoUnuon,  and  the  lollow- 
ing  kings,  were  very  zealous  about  this  wurk. 
Now  that  wall  began  on  the  north,  bt  tlit 
tower  called  "  Uippicui-,"  and  txvciniiil  a» 
far  as  the  '■  Xistus,  "  a  place  so  cdlni,  and 
then,  joining  to  the  council-house,  eniled  at 
the  west  cloister  of  the  temple.  But  if  we 
go  the  oilier  way  westward,  it  began  at  the 
same  place,  and  extended  through  a  place 
called  "BeihjO,"  to  ihe  gate  ot  the  lU»ens; 
and  after  that  it  went  southwaril,  hiung  its 
bending  atiuve  the  tuuiii&io   diluaai,  \\ii«re  it' 
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aisio  benilj  sfrain  towmrdi  tbe  eaot  at  Solomon's 
pool,  and  reaches  as  fiar  as  a  certain  place 
which  they  called  "  Ophlas."  where  it  was 
joined  to  the  eastern  cloister  of  the  temple. 
The  second  wall  took  its  be^nning  from  that 
gate  which  they  called  "  Uennath,"  which 
belonged  to  the  first  wall;  it  only  encompassed 
tbe  northern  quarter  of  the  city,  and  reached 
as  far  as  the  tower  Antonia.  The  beginning 
ol  the  third  wall  was  at  the  tower  Hippicus, 
whence  it  rea(*hed  as  far  as  the  north  quarter 
ot  tbe  city,  and  the  tower  Psepbinus,  and 
then  was  so  Ur  extended  till  it  came  over- 
against  tbe  monuments  of  Helena,  which 
Helena  was  queen  of  Adiabene,  the  daughter 
ot  Lzates;  it  then  extended  farther  to  a  great 
length,  and  passetl  by  tbe  sepulchral  caverns 
ol  the  kinj^,  and  bent  again  at  the  tower  of 
tile  corner,  at  the  monument  which  is  called 
tbe  "Monument  of  tbe  Fuller,"  wid  joined 
U>  tbe  old  wall  at  the  valley  called  tbe  "  Val- 
ley of  Cedron."  It  was  Agrippa  who  encom- 
passed the  parts  added  to  the  old  lity  with 
this  wall,  which  hnd  been  all  naked  before; 
for  as  the  city  grew  more  popu|uu->,  it  gradu- 
ally crept  beyond  it»  old  limits,  and  those 
parts  of  it  that  >tooil  north  wiiril  of  tbe  temple, 
and  joined  that  hill  to  the  city,  made  it  con- 
siderably larger,  anil  ocraMuneil  that  hill, 
which  is  in  number  the  fuurili,  and  is  called 
"  Beielhu,"  to  We  inhnbiteil  al-.o.  It  lien  over- 
against  the  tuwir  Antuina.  but  is  divided  from 
it  by  a  iieep  viilley,  which  was  dug  on  pur- 
pose, and  that  in  order  to  hinder  the  foundn- 
tions  of  tbe  tower  of  Antonia  from  joining  to 
Ibi.-i  hill,  and  thereby  nirurding  an  opportunity 
for  getting  to  it  with  eae^,  and  hindering  the 
security  that  aru-e  Irom  its  superior  eleva- 
tion; fur  which  reuaon  aUo  that  depth  of  the 
ditch  made  the  elevation  of  the  towers  more 
remarkable.  This  new-built  part  of  the  city 
was  called  '*  Bezetha,"  in  our  language,  which, 
if  interpreted  in  the  Grecian  lajiguuge,  may 
be  called  "  the  >iew  City."  Since,  therefore, 
its  inhabitants  stood  in  need  of  a  covering,  the 
lather  of  tbe  present  king,  and  of  the  same 
name  with  him,  Agrippa,  began  that  wall  we 
spoke  of;  but  he  left  off  building  it  when  he 
bail  only  laid  the  foundation,  out  of  tbe  fear 
be  was  in  of  Claudius  Caesar,  lest  he  should 
su-pcct  that  so  strong  a  wall  was  built  in 
orikr  to  make  some  innovation  in  pr.blie 
affairs;  for  the  city  could  no  way  have  been 
taken  if  that  wall  bad  been  tini^hed  in  tbe 
lounner  it  was  begun;  as  its  parts  were  con- 
nected together  by  stones  twenty  cubits  long, 
and  ten  cubits  broad,  which  could  never  have 
either  been  easily  undermined  byany  iron  tools, 
or  shaken  by  any  engines.  The  wall  was, 
however,  ten  cubits  wide,  and  it  would  pro- 
baoly  have  had  a  height  greater  than  that,  bad 
not  his  Zeal  who  began  it  been  hindered  from 
exerting  Itself.  After  this  it  was  erected  with 
gr.at  ilingence  by  i-he  Jews,  as  high  as  f  went\ 
cubits,  above  which  it  had  battlemeuts  ut  two 


cubits,  and  tarretg  of  Hree  cntite'  altitude, 
insomuch  that  the  entire  altitude  extended  as 
far  as  twenty-five  cubits. 

3.  Now  the  towers  that  were  upon  it  were 
twenty  cubits  in  breadth  and  twenty  cubits 
in  height ;  they  were  square  and  solid,  as 
was  the  wall  itself,  wherein  the  nirenesa  of 
the  joints  and  the  beauty  of  the  stones  were 
no  way  inferior  to  those  of  the  holy  house 
itaelf.  Above  this  solid  altitude  of  the  towers, 
which  was  twenty  cubits,  there  were  rooms 
of  great  magnificence,  and  over  thorn  upper 
rooma,  and  cistcrna  to  receive  rain-water. 
They  were  many  in  number,  and  the  stepa 
by  which  you  ascended  up  to  thorn  were  everv 
one  broad ;  of  these  towers  then  the  thini 
wall  had  ninety,  and  the  spares  between  them 
were  each  two  hundred  cubits ;  but  in  the 
middle  wall  were  forty  towers,  and  the  old 
wall  was  parted  into  sixty,  while  the  whole 
compass  of  the  city  was  thirty-three  furlongs. 
Now  the  third  wail  was  all  of  it  wonderful; 
vet  was  the  tower  Psephinus  elevated  above 
it  at  the  north-west  comer,  and  there  Titua 
pitched  his  own  tent ;  for  being  seventy  cubits 
high,  it  bolli  aUbrded  a  prospect  of  Arabia  at 
suii-risiug,  aa  well  as  it  did  of  the  utmost 
limits  of  the  Hebrew  possessions  at  the  sea 
westward,  ^toreover  it  was  an  octagon,  and 
over-against  it  was  tbc  tower  Hippicus;  and 
hard  by  two  others  were  erected  by  king 
Herod,  in  the  old  wall.  These  were  for 
largeness,  beauty,  and  strength,  beyond  all 
that  were  in  the  Iiabitable  earth;  for  besides 
the  magnanimity  of  his  nature,  and  his  mag- 
iiiliccncc  towards  tlie  city  on  other  occasions, 
he  built  these  after  such  an  extraordinary 
manner,  to  gratify  his  own  private  affections, 
and  dedicated  these  towers  to  the  memory  of 
those  three  persons  who  had  been  the  dearest 
to  him,  and  from  whom  he  named  them. 
They  were  his  brother,  his  friend,  and  his 
wife.  This  wife  he  had  slain,  out  of  his 
love  [and  jealousy],  as  we  Eave  already  rela- 
ted ;  the  other  two  he  lost  in  war,  as  they  were 
courageously  fighting.  Hippicus,  so  named 
from  his  friend,  was  square;  its  length  and 
breadth  were  each  twenty-five  cubits,  and  its 
height  thirty,  and  it  had  no  vacuity  in  it. 
Over  this  solid  building,  which  was  composed 
of  great  stones  united  together,  there  was  a 
resen'oir  twenty  cubits  deep,  over  which  there 
was  a  house  of  two  stories,  whose  height  was 
twenty-five  cubits,  and  divided  into  several 
parts;  over  which  were  battlements  of  two 
cubits,  and  turrets  all  round  of-  three  cubits 
high,  insomuch  that  the  entire  height  added 
together  amounted  to  fourscore  cubits.  The 
second  tower,  which  he  named  from  his  bro- 
ther Phasaelus,  had  iLs  breadth  and  its  height 
equal,  each  of  them  forty  cubits;  over  which 
was  ita  solid  height  of  forty  cubits;  over 
which  a  cloister  went  round  about,  whose 
height  was  ten  cubits,  and  it  was  covered 
from .  enemies  by.  bxeast-rvork^  and  bulwaxlu?. , 
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There  \na  sUo  built  orer  that  cloister  another  I 
to'.ver,  parted  into  magniticent  rooms  and  a 
place  for  bathing;  so  that  this  tower  wanted 
nothing  that  might  make  it  appear  to  be  a 
roval  palace.  It  was  also  adorned  with 
battlements  and  turrets,  more  than  was  the 
foregoing,  and  the  entire  altitude  was  about 
ninety  cubits;  the  appearance  of  it  resembled 
the  tower  of  Pharui,  which  exhibited  a  fire  to 
such  as  sailed  to  Alexandria,  but  was  much 
larger  than  it  in  compass.  Thi^s  was  now 
converted  to  a  bouse,  wherein  Siinon  exer- 
cised his  tyrannical  autboril).  The  I  bird  tower 
was  Mariamne,  tor  that  was  bis  queen's 
name;  it  was  solid  as  high  as  twenty  cubits; 
its  breadth  and  its  length  were  twenty  cubits, 
and  were  equal  to  each  other ;  its  upper 
buildings  were  more  magniticent,  and  had 
greater  variety  than  the  other  towers  had  ; 
for  the  king  thought  it  most  proper  for  him 
to  adorn  that  which  was  denominated  Irom  his 
wife,  belter  than  those  denominated  fr«m 
men,  as  those  were  built  stronger  than  this 
tliat  bore  his  wife's  name.  The  entire  height 
ot  this  tower  was  fifty  cui>its.  j 

4.  Now  as  these  towers  were  so  rery  tall,  t 
tliev  appeared  much  tjller  by  the  piace  o.i 
which  they  stood:  for  that  very  oid  wall 
wherein  they  were,  was  bunt  on  a  high  iiili, 
and  was  iise.f  a  Wind  ol  Vievation  that  was  stiii 
thirty  cubits  taiicr ;  over  whicii  were  the  towers 
situ^teil,  and  the;ei»y  wr^-  made  niucn  hte.icr 
to  appearance.  The  ianreness  ai;o  ot  the 
itones  was  uonderiul,  for  they  w,:re  not  mane 
oi  common  sniaii  stones,  nor  ot  such  large  , 
ones  onW  as  men  rouid  carry,  nut  tney  were 
Ol  white  mart>ie,  cut  oui  ot  the  rock  :  eacn 
scone  was  twenty  cuoits  in  ienctn.  ind  ten  in 
breadth,  and  five  in  depth.  Tney  were  so 
etaciiv  uniiea  to  one  anotoer.  that  eacn  tower 
looiced  nice  nne  entire  rock  or  stone,  so  grow- 
ine  naturaliy,  and  after .vards  cut  b>  the  bands 
01  tile  artiticers  ijito  their  present  shape  and 
cotners;  so  little  or  not  at  all  did  their 
joints  or  connexion  appear.  Now  as  these 
towers  were  themselves  on  the  north  side  of 
tne  wall,  the  king  had  a  palace  inwardlv 
thereto  adjoined,  which  exceeds  all  my  ability 
to  describe  it ;  for  it  was  so  veir  curious  as  to 
want  no  cost  or  still  in  its  construction,  but 
was  entirely  walled  about  to  the  height  of 
thirty  cubits,  and  was  adorned  with  towers  at 
equal  distances,  and  with  large  bed-chambers, 
that  would  contain  beds  for  a  hundred  guests 
a-piece,  in  which  the  variety  of  the  stones  is 
not  to  be  expressed ;  for  a  large  quantity  of 
those  that  were  rare  of  that  kind  was  collected 
together.  Their  roofs  were  also  wonderful, 
both  for  the  length  of  the  beams  and  the  splen- 
dour of  their  ornaments.  The  number  of  the 
rooms  was  also  very  great,  and  the  variety  of 
the  figures  that  were  about  them  was  prodi- 
gious :  their  fiamiture  was  complete,  and  the 
greatest  part  of  the  vessels  that  were  put  in 
them  wu  of  alver  and  gold.     Thar*  were 


besides  mtny  porticoes,  one  beyond  another, 
round  about,  and  in  each  of  those  ponic*ic< 
curious  pillars;  yet  were  all  the  courts  that 
were  exposed  to  the  air  everywhere  green. 
There  were  moreover  several  groves  ol  trees, 
and  long  walks  through  them,  with  deep 
canals,  and  cisterns,  that  in  several  parts  were 
filled  with  brazen  statues,  through  which  the 
water  ran  out.  There  were  withal  many 
dove-courts'  of  tame  pigeons  about  the  c»- 
iiaU ;  but,  indeed,  it  is  not  possible  to  give  ■ 
conifilete  description  of  these  palaces;  and  the 
very  remembrance  of  them  is  a  torment  to  one, 
as  putting  one  in  mind  what  vastly  rich  build- 
ings that  fire  which  was  kindled  by  the  rob- 
bers bath  consumed;  for  these  were  not  bu'nt 
by  the  Romans,  but  by  these  internal  plotters, 
as  we  have  already  related,  in  the  beginning 
of  their  rebellion.  That  fire  began  at  tbtf 
tower  of  Antonia,  and  went  en  to  tbe  palaces, 
and  consumed  tbe  upper  parts  of  the  thre« 
towers  tbemaelve*. 


CHAPTER  V. 

A  DESCRirTIOS  OF  THE  TEMPI!. 

j  I.  Now  this  temple,  as  1  have  already  said, 
was  built  upon  a  strong  hill.  At  first  tbe 
plain  at  tue  top  was  hardly  sulTicient  for  the 
hpl)  house  and  the  altar,  for  tbe  ground  about 
It  was  very  uneven,  and  like  a  precipice;  but 
when  king  Solomon,  who  was  the  person  that 
b'lilt  the  temple,  had  built  a  wall  to  it  on  its 
east  side,  there  was  then  added  one  cloister 
iounded  on  a  bank  cast  up  for  it,  and  oo  the 
other  parts  tbe  holy  house  stood  naked  ;  but; 
LI  future  ages  the  people  added  new  banks, f 
and  the  hill  became  a  larger  plain.  They 
then  broke  down  tbe  wall  on  the  north  side, 
and  took  in  as  much  as  sufficed  afterward  for 
the  compass  of  Ihe  entire  temple:  and  when 
thev  had  built  walls  on  three  sides  of  the  tem- 
ple round  about,  from  tbe  bottom  of  the  lull, 
and  had  performed  a  work  that  was  greater 
than  could  be  hoped  for  (it.  which  work  long 

•  TheFe  doT*H»urt5  in  Jowpha?.  bnjll  b>-  Herod  the 
Great,  arc.  in  the  opinion  of  H eland,  the  very  s^melhat 
are  mectioDed  bj  the  Talmudii^t^,  and  named  by  tLem 
'•  Herod's  doTe-conrts.''  Nor  i5  there  any  reaM>n  to 
suppose  0therwi5e.  since  in  both  aceounts  they  were 
expresfly  tame  pigeons  which  were  kept  in  them. 

■f  See  the  defcription  of  ihe  temples  hereto  belong- 
in?,  ch.  sr.  But  note,  that  what  Josephus  here  5ayt 
of  the  original  scantiness  of  this  Mount  Moriah.  that  it 
was  quite  too  little  £jr  the  temple,  and  that  at  first  it 
held  only  one  cloister,  or  court  of  Solomon's  building, 
and  that  the  foundations  were  forced  to  be  added  long 
afterwards  by  degrees,  to  render  it  capable  of  tbe  clois- 
ters for  the  other  courts,  Ac,  is  without  all  Ibnndation  in 
the  Scriptures,  and  not  at  all  confirmed  by  his  exacter 
actx>unt  in  the  Antiquities.  .\11  that  i«.  or  can  be  true, 
is  this : — That  when  the  coort  of  the  Gentiles  was  lon^ 
afterwards  to  be  encompa^ed  with  cloisters,  Ihesoutti- 
em  foundation  tor  the^e  cloisters  was  found  not  to  he 
larffe  or  firm  enough,  and  was  raised,  and  that  additional 
f  inndation  supported  by  great  pillars  and  arches  under 
ground,  which  Josephus  Fpesks  of  elsewhere,  Antiq. 
b.  XT.  ch.  iL  sect.  3,  and  which  Mr.  Maundrel  saw,  and 
daaoibM,  p.  100,  ■<  otaat  tmd«  fisimd  at  tbJs  iMf. 
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«fra  were  spent  by  ttem,  m  well  u  all  their 
»siirred  treasures  were  exhausted,  which  were 
itill  replenished  by  those  tributes  which  were 
sent  to  God  froin  the  whole  habitable  earth), 
they  then  eiicooipassed  their  upper  courts  with 
cloisters,  as  well  a^  tbey  [afterward]  did  the 
lowest  [court  of  the]  temple.  The  lowest 
part  of  this  was  erected  to  the  height  of  three 
hundred  c^ibita^  and  in  some  pliices  more;  yet 
d^d  not  the  entire  depth  of  the  foundations 
appeur,  for  they  brought  earth,  and  filled  up 
the  valleys,  as  being  desirous  to  make  them 
on  a  level  with  the  narrow  streets  of  the  city; 
wherein  tb«y  made  use  of  stones  of  forty 
cubits  in  ma^itude;  for  the  great  plenty  of 
money  they  then  had,  and  the  liberality  of  the 
people,  made  this  attempt  of  theirs  to  succeed 
to  an  incredible  degree;  and  what  could  not 
be  HO  much  as  hoped  for  as  ever  to  be  uccom- 
p4t!(lied,  was,  by  perseverance  and  length  of 
time,  brought  to  perfection. 

2.  Now,  for  the  works  that  were  above 
tfacHe  foundations,  these  were  not  unworthy 
ol^Huch  foundations;  for  all  the  cloixters  were 
double,  and  the  pillars  to  them  belonging  were 
twenty-five  cubits  in  height,  and  supported 
the  cloisters.  These  pillars  were  of  one 
entire  stone  each  of  tbeoi,  and  that  stone  was 
white  marble;  and  the  roofs  were  adorned 
vith  cedar,  curiously  graven.  The  natural 
magnitjcence,  and  excellent  polish,  and  the 
harmony  of  the  joints  in  the.-n;  cloisters, 
allorded  a  prospect  that  was  very  remarkable; 
nor  was  it  on  the  outside  adorned  with  any 
»ork  of  tlie  painter  or  engraver.  The  clois- 
ters [of  the  outmost  court]  were  in  breadth 
thirty  cubits,  while  the  entire  cotnpass  oi  it 
was,  by  measure,  six  furlongs  iricludmg  the 
tower  of  Antonia;  those  entire  courts  that 
were  exposed  to  the  air  were  laid  with  stones 
oi  alt  sons.  When  you  go  throuph  these 
[first]  cloisters,  unto  the  second  [court  of  the] 
temple,  there  was  a  partition  made  of  stone 
all  round,  whose  height  was  three  cubits:  its 
construction  was  very  elegant;  upon  it  stood 
pillars,  at  equal  distances  from  one  another, 
declaring  the  law  of  purity,  some  in  Greek, 
and  some  in  Roman  letters,  that  '*  no  foreigner 
should  go  within  that  sanctuary;"  tor  that 
second  [court  of  the]  temple  was  calk-d  "the 
Sanctuary,"  and  was  ascended  to  by  fourteen 
iteps  from  the  first  court.  This  court  wasfour- 
'quare,and  bad  awall  about  it  peculiar  tu  itself; 
be  height  of  its  buildings,  although  it  was  on 
Jie  outside  forty  cubits,'  was  hidden  by  the 

•  What  Josephu*  SPCiDf  here  to  mean  is  this: — That 
lti&9^  pillars,  supporting  th«  cloisters  ia  the  k^coiid  ctiurt, 
Iirid  •'■"iir  fouudations  or  lowest  parts  as  deep  ;ifi  the  floor 
o(  lb«  first  or  loMcst  court;  but  that  au  lar  ot  those  low- 
e»t  parts  as  were  equal  to  the  elevation  of  the  upper 
fliKir  above  the  lowest,  were,  and  must  be,  bidden  on 
the  inpi(l«  by  the  ground  or  rock  it»elf,  on  which  that 
Upper  court  was  built;  so  that  l»rty  cubits  vittib^e  below. 
v/f-je  (tsiured  to  twenly-Qve  wninle  abuvr.  md  implies 
l!U' iliflerTire  of  th-iir  lie:Rbts  to  be  fiUt-eri  fijl)its  The 
ITt«in  dtflirulty  lies  here,  hnw  fourteeu  or  (me«:n  step^ 
^uttOiO    (tv«  ail  AMKBt  of  tUucD   oubiU,  W'l  a  Cut»U 


steps,  and  on  the  inside  that  height  was  but 
twenty-five  cubits;  for  it  being'  built  over- 
against  a  higher  part  of  the  hilt  with  steps,  it 
was  no  farther  to  be  entirely  discerned  within, 
being  covered  by  the  hill  itself.  Beyond  ihese 
fourteen  steps  there  was  the  distance  of  ten 
cubits:  this  was  all  plain,  whence  there  were 
other  steps,  each  of  five  cubits  a-piece,  that 
led  to  the  gates,  which  gates  on  the  north  end 
south  sides  were  eight,  on  each  of  those  sides 
four,  and  of  necessity  two  on  the  east;  for 
since  there  was  a  partition  built  for  the  women 
on  that  side,  as  the  proper  place  wherein  they 
rwere  to  worship,  there  was  a  necessity  of  a 
second  gate  for  them :  this  gate  was  cut  out 
of  its  wall,  over-against  the  first  gate.  There 
was  also  oti  the  other  sides  one  southern  and 
one  northern  gate,  through  which  was  a  pas- 
sage into  the  court  of  the  women  ;  for  as  to 
the  other  gates,  the  women  were  not  allowed 
to  pass  through  them ;  nor  when  they  went 
through  their  own  gnte  could  they  go  beyond 
their  own  wall.  This  place  was  allotted  to 
the  women  of  our  own  countrj*,  and  of  other 
countries,  provided  they  were  of  the  samo 
nation,  and  that  equally;  the  western  part  of 
this  court  had  no  gate  at  all,  but  the  wall  was 
tiuilt  entire  on  that  side ;  but  then  the  clois- 
ters which  were  betwixt  the  gates,  extended 
from  the  wall  inward,  before  the  chambers ; 
for  they  were  8upi>orted  by  very  fine  and 
large  pillars.  These  cloisters  were  single, 
and,  excepting  their  magnitude,  were  no  way 
inferior  to  those  of  ihtt  lower  court, 

3,  Now  nine  of  these  gates  were  on  every 
side  covered  over  with  gold  and  silver,  as  were 
the  jambs  of  their  doors  and  their  lintels; 
but  there  was  one  gate  that  was  without  [the 
inward  court  of]  the  holy  house,  which  was 
of  Corinthian  br;iss,  and  greatly  excelled  those 
that  were  only  covered  over  with  silver  and 
gold.  Each  gate  had  two  doors,  whose  height 
was  severally  thirty  cubits,  and  their  breadth 
fifteen.  However,  they  had  large  spaces  witliin 
of  thirty  cubits,  and  had  on  each  side  rooms, 
and  those,  both  in  breadth  and  in  length, 
built  like  towers,  and  their  height  was  above 
forty  cubits.  Two  pillars  did  also  support 
these  rooms,  and  were  in  circumference 
twelve  cubits.  Now  the  magnitudes  of  the 
other  gates  were  equal  one  to  another;  but 
that  over  the  Corinthian  gate,  which  opened 
on  the  east  over-against  the  gate  of  the  holy 
house  itself,  was  much  larger ;  for  its  height 
was  fifty  cubits ;  and  its  doors  were  forty 
cubits ;  and  it  was  adorned  after  a  most  costly 
manner,  as  having  much  richer  and  thicker 
plates  of  silver  and  gold  upon  them  than  the 
other.  These  nine  gates  had  that  silver  and 
gold  poured   upon   them   by   Alexander,  the 

seeminEt  ."ufBcient  for  a  pingle  step.  Possibly  there 
were  foarteen  orfiftt-en  step"  at  the  partition-wall,  and 
fourteen  or  fifteen  more  thence  into  the  court  Itself, 
which  would  l>rin[^  the  whole  near  to  the  Just  pro- 
poition.    i:o9  Beet.  2,  in/ra.     But  I  dotariuliu  oottuug. 
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father  of  Tiberiu*.  Now  there  were  fifteen 
•tepa,  which  led  away  from  the  wall  of  the 
court  of  the  women  to  this  greater  gate; 
\vbere:i8  those  that  led  thither  from  the  other 
gJtes  were  five  steps  shorter. 

4.  As  to  the  holy  house  itself,  which  was 
placed  in   the  midst  [of  the  inmost  court], 
that  most  sacred  part  of  the  temple,  it  was 
ascended  to  by  twelve  steps;  and  in  front  its 
luight  and  its  breadth  were  equal,  and  each  a 
hundred  cubits,  though  it  was  behind  forty 
cubits  narrower;  for  on  its  front  it  had  what 
may  be    styled  shoulders  on  each  side,  that 
passed  twenty  cubits  farther.     Its  first  gate 
was  seventy  cubits  high,  and  twenty-five  cu- 
biU  broad;  but  this  gate  had  no  doors;  for  it 
represented  the  universal  visibility  of  heaven, 
■  nd  that  it  cannot  be  excluded  from  any  place. 
Its  front  was  covered  « ith  gold  all  over,  and 
through  it  the  first  part  of  the  house,  that  was 
more  inward,  did  all  of  it  appear;  which,  as  it 
was  very  large,  so  did  all  the  parts  about  the 
more  inward  gat*  appear  to  shine  to  those  that 
saw  them;  but  then,  as  the  entire  house  was 
divided  into  two  parts  within,  it  was  only  the 
first  part  of  it  that  was  open  to  our  view.  Its 
height  extended  all  along  to  ninety  cubits  in 
height,  and  iU  length  was  fifty  cubits,  and 
its  breadth  twenty;  but  that  gate  which  was 
at  this  end  of  the  first  part  of  the  house  was, 
as  we  have  already  observed,  all  over  covered 
with  gold,  as  was  its  whole  wall  about  it:  it 
had  also  golden  vines  above  it,  from  which 
clusters   of  grapes  hung  as   tall  as  a  man's 
height;  but  then  this  house,  as  it  was  divided 
into  two  parts,  the  inner  part  was  lower  than 
the  appearance  of  the  outer,  and  had  golden 
doors  of  fifty-five  cubits  altitude,  and  sixteen 
in  breadth ;  but  before  these  doors  there  was 
a  veil  of  equal  largeness  with  the  doors.     It 
was  a  Babylonian  curtain,  embroidered  "ith 
blue,  and  line  linen,  and  scarlet,  and  purple, 
and  of  a  contexture  that  was  truly  wonderful. 
Nor  was  this  mixture  of  colours  without  its 
mystical  interpretation,  but    was  a  kind  of 
image  of  the  universe;  for  by  the  scarlet  there 
seemed  to  be  enigmatically  signified  fire,  by  the 
fine  flax  the  earth,  by  the  blue  the  air,  and  by 
the  purple  the  sea;  two  of  them  having  their 
colours  the  foundation  of  this  resemblance; 
but  the  fine  flax  and  the  purple  have  their  own 
oruan  for  that  foundation,  the  earth  producing 
the   one,  and  the  sea  the  other.      This  cur- 
tain had  also  embroidered  upon  it  all  that  was 
D  ystical  in  the  heaiens,  excepting  that  of  the 
i^twelve]  signs,  representing  living  creatures. 
5.  When  any  per^oLl^ entered  into  the  tem- 
ple, its  floor  received  them.    This  part  of  the 
temple  therefore  was  in  height  sixty  cubits, 
and  its  length  the  same;  whereas  its  breadth 
n-as  but  twenty  cubits:  but  still  that   sixty 
Clhits  in  length   was  divided  again,  and  the 
first  part  of  it  cut  off  at  forty  cubits,  and  had 
n  it  three  things  that  were   very  wonderlu: 
„«H  ^m»Ma  iusong  all  mankind;  the  gandle- 


stick,  the  table  [of  shew-bread],  and  the  altair 
of  incense.     Now,  the  seven  lamps  signified 
the  seven  planets;    for  so  many  there  wer» 
springing  out  of  the  candlestick.      Now,  th« 
twelve  loaves  that  were  upon  the  table  stgni. 
fied  the  circle  of  the  zodiac  and  the  year;  but 
the  altar  of  incense,  by  its  thirteen  kinds  ol 
sweet-smelling  spices  with  which  the  sea  re- 
plenished it,  signified  that  God  is  the  possessor 
of  all  things  that  are  both  in  the  uninbabitabU 
and  habitable  parts  of  the  earth,  and  that  they 
are  all  to  be  dedicated  to  his  use.     But  the 
inmost  part  of  the  temple  of  all  was  of  twenty 
cubits.       This  was   also  separated  from   th» 
outer  part  by  a  veil.      In  this  there  was  no- 
thing  at  alL      It  was  inaccessible  and  invio* 
lable,  and  not  to  be  seen  by  any;  mid  wa», 
called  the  Holy  of  Holies.     Now,  about  the; 
sides  of  the  lower  part  of  the  temple  there  wer» 
Utile  bouses,  with  passages  out  of  one  into 
another;  there  were  a  great  many  ol  tliem,' 
and  they  were  of  three  stories  high ;    there 
were  also  entrances  on  each  side  into  theoe- 
from  the  gate  of  the  temple.     But  the  supe^ 
nor  part  of  the  temple  bad  no  such  Unto' 
houses  any  farther,  because  the  temple  wa* 
there  narrower,  and  forty  cubits  higher,  and  of 
a  smaller   body  than  the    lower  parts  of   it. 
Thus  we  collect  that  the  whole  height,  in- 
cluding   the    sixty   cubits    from    the    floor, 
amounted  to  a  hundreri  cubiis. 

6.   Now  the  outward  face  of  the  temple  in 
its  front  wanted  nothing  that  was  likely  to 
surprise  either  men's  uiinds  or  their  eyes :  fo» 
it  was  covered  all  over  with  plates  of  gold  of 
great  weight,  and,  at  the  first  rising  of  the  sun, 
reflected    back  a   very    fiery    splendour,    and 
made  those  who  forced  themselves  to    look 
upon  it  to  turn  their  eyes  away,  just  as  they 
would  have  done  at  the  sun's  own  rays.    But 
this  temple  appeared  to  strangers,  when  ther 
were  at  a  distance,  Uke  a  mountain  covered 
I  with  snow;  for,  as  to  those  parts  of  it  that 
were  not  gilt,  they  were  exceeding  white.    On 
its  top  it  bad  spikes  «-ith  sharp  points,  to  pre- 
vent any  pollution  of  it  by  birds  sitting  upon 
it.      Ot  its  stones,  some  of  them  were  forty- 
five  cubits  in  length,  five  in  height,  and  six  in 
breadth.     Before  this  temple  stood  the  altar, 
fifteen  cubits  high,  and  equal  both  in  length 
and  breadth;  each  of  which  dimensions  was 
fifty  cubits.     The  figure  it  was  built  in  was 
a  square,  and  it  had  corners  like  horns ;  and 
the  passage  up  to  it  was  by  an  insensible  ae- 
divity.     It  was  formed  without  any  iron  tool, 
nor    did    any    such    iron    tool    so    much    as 
touch  it  at  any  time.     There  was  a  wall  of 
partition,  about    a  cubit  in   height,  made  of 
fine  stones,  and  so  as  to  be  grateful  to  the 
sight;  this  encompassed  the  holy  house  and 
the  alUr,  and  kept  the  people  that  were  on 
the  outside  off  from  the  priests.     Moreover, 
those  that  had  the  gonorrhoea  and  the  leprosy 
'were  excluded  out  of  the  city  entirely;   *<>■ 
1  men  also,  when  their  oouraes  were  upouthem. 
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were  shut  out  of  the  temple:  nor  when  they 
wure  free  from  that  impurity,  were  they 
alloH'ed  to  go  beyond  the  limit  before, 
mrationed ;  men  also,  that  were  not  thoroughly 
pure,  were  prohibited  to  come  into  the  inner 
[court  of  the]  temple;  nay,  the  priests  them- 
selves that  were  not  pure,  were  prohibited  to 
•ome  into  it  also. 

7.  Now  all  those  of  the  stock  of  the  priests 
that  could   not  minister  by  reason  of   some 
defect  in  their  bodies,  came  within  the  partition 
together  with  those  that  had  no  such  iiiipcrfi»c- 
tion,  and  had  their  share  with  them  by  reason 
of  their  stock,  but  siill  made   use  of  none 
except  their  own  private  garmenti>;  for  nobody 
but  he  that  olTu'iated  had  on  his  sacred  gar- 
ments; but  then  these  priest*  that  were  with- 
out any  blemish  upon  them,  went  up  to  the 
altar  clothed  in   tine  linen.      They  ahsfaitied 
chiefly  from  wine,  out  of  this  feur,  lest  other- 
wise they  should  transgress  some  rules  of  their 
niinLstration.      The    high-priest    did    ulso    go 
up   with    them;    not    always  iniieed,  but  ou 
the  seventh  days  and  new  moons,  mid  if  any 
festivals  belonging  to  our  nation,  which  we 
celebrate   every   year,    happened,      AVheri    he 
officiated,  he  had  on  a  pair  of  breeches  that 
reached  beneath  bis  privy  parts  to  his  thighs, 
and  had  on  an  inner  gurmcnt  of  linen,  togetber 
with  a  blue  garment,  round,  without  seam, 
with  fringe-work,  and  reaching  1o  the  feet. 
There  were  also  golden  bells  that  hung  upon 
the    fringes,    and     pomegranates    intermixed 
among  them.      The  bells  signified    thunder, 
and    the  pomegranates  lightning.     But    that 
girdle  that  tied   the  garment  to  the  breast, 
was  embroidered  with  five  rows  of  various 
colours  of  gold,  and  purple,  and  scarlet,  as  also 
if  fine  linen  and  blue;    with  which  colours, 
ve  told  you  before,  the  veils  of  the  temple 
vere  embroidered  also.     The  like  embroidery 
was  upon  the  ephod;  but  the  quantity  of  gold 
(herein  was  greater.      Its  figure  was  that  of  a 
stomacher  for  the  hreasL   There  were  upon  it 
two  golden  buttons  like  small   s'uelds,  which 
buttoned  the  epbod  to  the  garment:  in  these 
'buttons  were    enclosed   two    very   large   and 
very  excellent  sardonyxes,  having  the  names 
if   the    tribes  of  that  nation  engraved  upon 
them;   on  the  other  part  were  hung  twelve 
*tone8,  three    in    a    row  one   way,  and    four 
>u  the  other;  a  sardius,  a  topaz,  and  an  eme- 
rald:   a  carbuncle,  a  jasper,  ami  a  sapphire; 
ill  agate,  an  amethyst,  and  a  ligure;  an  onyx, 
I  ber_\l,  and  a  ch^y^olite;    upon  every  one  of 
.\  hich   was  again  engraved  one  of  the  fore- 
mentioned    names    of  the    tribes.      A    mitre 
ilso    of    fine    linen    encompassed    his    head, 
which    was    tied    by    a    blue     riband,    about 
which    there  was    another  golden  erown,  in 
which    was    engraven    the    sacred    name    [of 
God]:  it  consists  of  four  vowels.    However,  the 
bigh-priest  did  not  wear  these   garments    at 
ot.'ier  times,  but  a  more  plain   habit;    he   only 
dh^  it  ivh<-iVhe  went  into  the  most  suorad  part 


of  the  temple,  which  he  did  but  cnee  a-ye^,', 
on  that  day  when  our  custom  is  for  all  of  ui 
to  keep  a  fast  to  God.  And  thus  much  con- 
cerning the  city  and  the  temple;  but  for  the 
customs  and  laws  hereto  relating,  we  shall 
speak  more  accurately  another  time;  for 
there  remain  a  great  many  things  thereto 
relating,  which  have  not  been  here  touched 
upon. 

8.  Now,  as  to  the  tower  of  Antonia,  it  was 
situated  at  the  corner  of  two  cloisters  of  the 
court  of  the  temple;  of  that  on  the  west,  and 
that  on  the  north;  it  was  erected  U[)on  a  rock 
of  fifty  cubits  in  height,  and  was  on  a  gitat 
precipice;  it  was  the  work  of  king  Herod, 
wherein  he  demonstrated  bis  natural  magna- 
nimity. In  the  first  place,  the  rock  itself  waj 
covered  over  with  smooth  pieces  of  stone,  from 
its  foundation,  both  for  ornament,  and  that 
any  one  who  would  cither  try  to  get  up  or  to 
go  down  it,  might  not  be  able  to  hold  Us  feet 
upon  it.  Next  to  this,  and  before  you  cciiie 
to  the  edifice  of  the  tower  itself,  there  »a>  a 
wall  three  cubits  high;  but  within  that  wall 
all  the  space  of  the  tower  of  Antonia  itself 
was  built  upon,  to  the  height  of  forty  cubits. 
The  inward  parts  had  the  largeness  and  form 
of  a  palace,  it  being  parted  into  all  kind:-  of 
rooms  and  other  conveniences,  suco  as  courts, 
and  places  for  bathing,  and  broad  spaces  for 
camps;  insomuch  that,  by  having  al!  conve- 
niences th;it  cities  wanteil,  it  might  seem  to 
be  composed  of  several  cities,  but  by  its  mag- 
nificence, it  seemed  a  palace;  and  us  the 
entire  structure  resembled  that  of  a  towe.",  it 
contained  also  four  otiier  distinct  towers  at  its 
foar  corners;  whereof  the  others  were  but 
fifty  cubits  high;  whereas  that  which  lay  upon 
the  south-east  corner  was  seventy  cubits  high, 
that  from  thence  the  whole  temple  might  be 
viewe<i;  but  on  the  corner  where  it  joined  to 
the  two  cloisters  of  the  temple,  it  had  passages 
down  to  them  both,  through  which  the  guard 
(for  there  always  lay  in  this  tower  a  Roman 
legion)  went  several  ways  among  the  cloisters, 
with  their  arms,  on  the  Jewish  festivals,  in 
order  to  watch  the  peo[de,  that  they  might  not 
there  attempt  to  make  any  innovations;  for 
the  temple  was  a  fortress  th;it  guarded  the 
city,  as  was  the  tower  of  Antonia  a  guard  to 
the  temple;  and  in  that  tower  were  the  guards 
of  those  three.'  There  was  also  a  peculiar 
fortress  belonging  to  the  upper  city,  which  was 
Herod*s  palace;  but  for  the  hill  liezetha,  it 
was  divided  from  the  tower  of  Antonia,  as  we 
have  already  told  you;  and  as  that  hill  on 
which  the  tower  of  .\ntonia  stood,  was  the 
highest  of  these  three,  so  did  it  adjoin  to  the 
new  city,  and  was  the  only  place  that  hindered 
the  sight  of  the  temple  on  the  north.  And 
this  shall  suilice  at  present  to  have  spoken 
about  the  city  and  the  walls  about  it,  because 

*  Th*«  three  lujrds  tliat  lay  in  the  trwer  of  AntoDta 
must  be  UlOM  ttial  i;u.,rdeil  luc  Cit>,  lUe  Iruivtle,  aod  ttw 
tuwer  a(  Aiituuu 


V 


720 


WARS   OP   THE   JEWS. 


BOOK  V. 


I  haT6  proposed  to  myself  to  make  a  more 
accurate  description  of  it  elsewhere. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

CONCER!fING  THE  TTBAKTS  BIMON  AKD  JOHN'. 
BOW  ALSO,  AS  TITTS  "WAS  GOING  ROCND  THE 
WALL  OF  THE  CITY,  KICAXOB  WA3  TVOUNDED 
BY  A  DART  ;  WHICB  ACCIDENT  PROVOKED 
TITTB  TO   PRBBS  ON  THE  SIEGE. 

§  1.  Now  the  warlike  men  that  were  in  the 
city,  and  the  multitude  of  the  seditious  that 
were  with  Simon,  were  ten  thousand,  besides 
the  Idumeans.  Those  ten  thousand  had  fifty 
commanders,  over  whom  this  Simon  was  su- 
preme. The  Idumeans  that  paid  him  homage 
were  five  thousand,  and  had  eight  commanders, 
among  whom  those  of  greatest  fame  were 
Jacob,  the  son  of  Sosas,  and  Simon,  the  son 
of  Cathlas.  John,  who  had  seized  upon  the 
temple,  had  six  thousand  armed  men,  under 
twenty  commanders;  the  zealots  also  that  had 
come  over  to  him,  and  left  off  their  opposition, 
were  two  thousand  four  hundred,  and  had  the 
same  commander  that  they  had  formerly, 
Eieazar,  together  with  Simon,  the  son  of 
Arinus.  iN'ow,  while  these  factions  fought  one 
against  another,  the  people  were  their  prey  on 
both  sides,  as  we  have  said  already;  and  that 
part  of  the  people  who  would  not  join  with 
them  in  their  wicked  practices,  were  plunder- 
ed by  both  factions.  Simon  held  the  upper 
city,  and  the  great  wall  as  far  as  Ccdron,  and 
as  much  of  the  old  wall  as  bent  from  Siloam 
to  the  east,  and  which  went  down  to  the 
palace  of  ATonobazus,  who  was  king  of  the 
Adiabeni,  beyond  Euphrates ;  he  also  held 
that  fountain,  and  the  Acra,  which  was  no 
other  than  the  lower  city ;  he  also  held  all  that 
reached  to  the  palace  of  queen  Helena,  the 
mother  of  Monobazus:  but  John  held  the 
temple,  and  the  parts  thereto  adjoining,  for  a 
great  way,  as  also  Ophla,  and  the  valley 
CLtlled  "the  Valley  of  Cedron;"  and  when  the 
p;irls  that  were  interposed  between  their  pos- 
sessions were  burnt  by  them,  they  left  a  space 
wherein  they  might  fight  with  each  other;  for 
this  internal  sedition  did  not  cease  even  when 
the  Romans  were  encamped  near  their  very 
walls.  But  although  they  had  grown  wiser 
at  the  first  onset  the  Romans  made  upon 
them,  this  lasted  but  a  while;  for  they  return- 
ed to  their  former  madness,  and  separated  one 
from  another,  and  fought  it  out,  and  did  ever}' 
thing  that  the  besiegers  could  desire  them  to 
do ;  for  they  never  suffered  any  thing  that 
was  worse  from  the  Romans  than  they  made 
each  other  suffer ;  nor  was  there  any  misery 
endured  by  the  city  after  these  men's  actions 
that  could  be  esteemed  new.  But  it  was  most 
of  all  unhappy  before  it  was  overthrown, 
whila  thoM  that  took  it  did  it  a  greater  kind- 


ness; for  I  Tcntore  to  afBrm,  that  the  sedition 
destroyed  the  city,  and  the  Romans  destroyed 
the  sedition,  which  it  was  a  much  harder  thing 
to  do  than  to  destroy  the  walls ;  so  that  we 
may  justly  ascribe  our  misfortunes  to  our  own 
people,  and  the  just  vengeance  taken  on  them 
to  the  Romans;  as  to  which  matter  let  every 
one  determine  by  the  actions  on  both  sides. 

2.  Now,  when  affairs  within  the  city  were 
in  this  posture,  Titus  went  round  the  city  on 
the  outside  with  some  chosen  horsemen,  and 
looked  about  for  a  proper  place  where  he 
might  make  an  impression  upon  the  walls; 
but  as  he  was  in  doubt  where  he  could  pos- 
sibly make  an  attack  on  any  side  (for  the 
place  was  no  way  accessible  where  the  valleys 
were,  and  on  the  other  side  the  first  wall  ap- 
peared too  strong  to  be  shaken  by  the  engines), 
he  thereupon  thought  it  best  to  make  his  ns- 
sauit  upon  the  monument  of  John  the  high- 
priest;  for  there  it  was  that  the  first  fortitj- 
caiion  was  lower,  and  the  second  was  not 
joined  to  it,  the  builders  neglecting  to  build 
the  wall  strong  where  the  new  city  was  not 
much  inhabited ;  here  also  was  an  easy  pas- 
sage to  the  third  wall,  through  which  he 
thought  to  take  the  upper  city,  and,  through 
the  tower  of  Antonia,  the  temple  itself.  But 
at  this  time,  as  he  was  going  round  about  tlio 
city,  one  of  his  friends,  whose  name  was  Ni- 
canor,  was  wounded  with  a  dart  on  his  left 
shoulder,  as  he  approached,  together  with  Jo- 
sephus,  too  near  the  wall,  and  attempted  to 
discourse  to  those  that  were  upon  the  wall, 
about  terms  of  peace ;  for  he  was  a  person 
known  by  them.  On  this  account  it  was 
that  CVsar,  as  soon  as  he  knew  their  vehe- 
mence, that  they  would  not  bear  even  such 
as  approached  them  to  persuade  them  to  what 
tended  to  their  own  preservation,  was  pro- 
voked to  press  on  the  siege.  He  also  at  the 
same  time  gave  his  soldiers  leave  to  set  the 
suburbs  on  fire,  and  ordered  that  they  should 
bring  timber  together,  and  raise  banks  against 
the  city  ;  and  when  he  had  parted  his  army 
into  three  parts,  in  order  to  set  about  those 
works,  he  placed  those  that  shot  darts- 
and  the  archers  in  the  midst  of  the  banks 
that  were  then  raising ;  before  whom  he 
phiced  those  engines  that  threw  javelins,  and 
darts,  and  stones,  that  he  might  prevent  the 
enemy  from  sallying  out  upon  their  works, 
and  might  hinder  those  that  were  upon  the 
wall  from  being  able  to  obstruct  them.  So 
the  trees  were  now^  cut  down  immediately, 
and  the  suburbs  left  naked.  But  now  while 
the  timber  was  carrying  to  rai?e  the  banks, 
and  the  whole  army  was  earnestly  engaged  in 
their  works,  the  Jews  were  not,  however, 
quiet ;  and  it  happened  that  the  people  of 
Jerusalem,  who  had  been  hitherto  plundered 
and  murdered,  were  now  of  good  courage, 
and  supposed  they  should  have  a  breathing- 
time,  while  the  others  were  very  busy  in 
opposing  their  ansuies  without  the  city,  and 
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thot  they  should  now  be  avenged  on  those 
fhat  had  been  the  authors  of  their  miseries, 
in  c;i5e  the  Romans  did  but  get  the  victory. 

3.  However,  John  staid  behind,  out  of  his 
fear  of  Simon,  even  while  hi*  own  men  were 
earnest  ir*  making  a  sally  upon  their  enemies 
without.  Yet  liid  not  Simon  lie  still,  for  he 
Ihv  nea'"  the  place  of  the  siege;  he  brought 
his  engines  of  war,  and  disposed  of  tbeui  at 
due  distances  upon  the  wall,  both  those  whirli 
they  took  from  Cestius  formerly,  and  those 
wh'ch  they  got  when  they  seized  the  garrison 
that  lay  in  the  tower  of  Antonia.  But 
thotiirh  they  had  these  en^'ines  in  their  pos- 
session, they  had  so  little  skill  in  u-^in^;  them, 
that  thev  were  in  a  great  measure  useless  tn 
them;  lint  a  tew  there  were  who  had  het-r 
taught  l>y  deserters  how  to  use  them  «  h^-h 
they  d'd  use,  thou,:;h  after  an  awkward  man- 
ner. So  they  cast  stones  and  arrows  at  those 
that  were  niakitijj  the  banks;  they  also  ran 
out  upon  them  by  companies,  and  fought 
with  them.  Now  those  that  were  at  woik 
rovrred  themselves  with  hurdles  spread  over 
t'lfir  h:iMk-.  and  their  enjdnes  were  opposed  to 
them  when  they  niatle  their  exeiirsiuns.  Tiiu 
engines,  that  all  the  legions  had  ready  pre- 
|)ared  for  them,  were  admirably  contrived; 
Init  still  more  extraortiinary  ones  belonged  to 
the  tenth  le^rioii:  tho^e  that  threw  darts  orid 
those  that  threw  stones,  were  more  forcible  anrj 
larger  thun  the  rest,  by  which  they  not  oidv 
repelled  the  excursions  of  the  Jews,  but  drove 
those  away  that  were  upon  the  walls  also. 
Now,  the  stones  that  were  cast  were  of  the 
weight  of  a  talent,  and  were  carried  two  fur- 
longs and  farther.  The  blow  they  gave  was 
no  way  to  be  sustained,  not  only  by  those  that 
gtood  tirst  in  the  way,  but  by  those  that  were 
beyond  them  for  a  great  space.  As  for  the 
Jews,  they  at  lirst  watched  the  coming  of  the 
stone,  for  it  was  of  u  white  colour,  and  could 
therefore  not  otdy  be  perceived  by  the  great 
noise  it  made,  but  could  be  seen  also  before 
it  came  by  its  brightness;  accordingly  th*» 
watchmen  that  sat  upon  the  towers  gave  the  m 
notice  when  the  engine  was  let  go,  and  Ire 
stone  came  from  it,  and  cried  out  aloud,  in 
their  own  country  language,  '*THE  son 
COMETH;"*    so    those    that  were  in  its  way 

•  \A'hftt  nhnuld  be  the  meaniag  of  ir.i^sicnal  or  watcli- 
woril.  wlit-ii  ttie  witclunen  saw  a  atone  coming  Irum  tlie 
ciiKnie, '*  THE  SUN-  coMKTH,"  or  wliat  Diistuke  titere  is 
ill  ta«  re:idin<,  I  ca.nni>t  lell  The  MSS.  buth  <ir**ek 
aii>)  Latin,  all  ix^rrv  lu  this  reading:  and  I  cannot  Approve 
nl  any  iToii!idle>«  c<ii>jectural  alleratiun  ot  the  text  Ironi 
v'lo:  til  w.  ttiat  not  Vit  ton  or  a  none.  Iml  ttiat  the  arrow 
or  dari  cuQielh{  as  hatb  t>eea  lUdiir  by  Dr.  l-ludsoii.  and 
Rot  currt-cted  by  Uavcrcamp.  Had  JuM-pims  writtfi 
rven  his  flrsTrdidon  of  tlie«  books  of  Ihr  wjr  in  pile 
Hebrew,  or  had  the  Jews  t'len  used  tlie  pure  liehrew  at 
Jerusalem,  tbe  lli-hrew  word  for  a  sun  la  »o  like  ttiut  lur 
a  Slune.  tfti  an*\  riirn.  \\\Ai  such  a  correcttun  n.iglit  liavt 
been  more  ea^iily  a'tmitted  Uut  Jo^epttus  wrote  his  lor. 
fuer  edition  for  the  use  of  tbe  Jews  bfyuid  t  uphmrr^. 
nod  iu>  in  the  CliaMee  lan>:uuge.  as  be  did  this  lei-ond 
edition  ID  tlie  G'epk  lamju-ige ;  and  bar  was  tite  ChaM'-e 
W«>ld  lor  COR,  instead  ot  the  Hebrew  fteM.atid  wat  •I'vii.  imt 
only  in  Cbaidea,  dtc.  but  in  Juilea  al-<i<t.  as  ihr  .Sew 
TutasKat  infortoi  us.     Uio  also  lets  us  kouw,  Uiat  the 


stood  off,  and  threw  themselves  down  'ipnn 
the  ground;  by  which  means,  and  by  ♦heir 
;  thus  gnarding  themselves,  the  stone  fell  down 
land  did  thetn  no  harm.  15ut  the  Fonmns 
contrived  how  to  prevent  that  by  blacking  tne 
stone,  who  then  could  aim  at  them  wvth  su?.- 
ress,  when  the  stone  was  not  discerned  before- 
hand, ns  it  had  been  till  then;  and  bo  tbey 
destroyed  matiy  of  them  at  one  blow.  Yet 
did  not  the  Jews,  under  all  this  distress,  per- 
[mit  the  Romans  to  raise  their  banks  in  q^iiet; 
but  they  shrewdly  and  boldly  exerted  tbein- 
SKlves,  and  repelled  thetn  both  by  night  and 
liy  day. 

4.  And  now,  upon  the  finishing  the  Roman 
,  works,  the  workmen  measured  the  distance 
'  there  was  from  the  wail,  and  this  by  lead  and 
H  line,  which  they  threw  to  it  from  theii 
banks;  for  they  could  not  measure  it  any 
otherwise,  because  the  Jews  would  shoot  at 
tiieni,  if  they  came  to  measure  it  themselves; 
and  whf'n  they  found  that  the  engines  could 
nach  the  wall,  they  brought  them  thither. 
Then  did  Titus  set  his  engines  at  pro[per  dis- 
tances, so  much  nearer  to  the  wall,  that  the 
Jews  might  not  be  able  to  repel  thetn,  and 
gave  orders  that  they  should  go  to  work;  and 
when  thereupon  a  prodigious  noise  echoed 
rcund  about  from  three  places,  and  that  on 
the  sudden,  there  was  a  great  noise  made  by 
the  citizens  that  were  within  the  city,  and  no 
less  a  terror  fell  upon  the  seditious  themselves; 
whereupon  both  sorts,  seeing  the  common 
danger  they  were  in,  contrived  to  make  a  like 
defence.  So  tho^e  of  ditferent  factions  cried 
out  one  to  another,  that  they  acted  entirely  as 
in  concert  with  their  enemies;  whereiis  they 
ou!;ht  however,  notwithstanding  God  did  not 
grant  them  a  lasting  concord,  in  their  present 
circumstances,  to  lay  aside  their  enmities  one 
against  another,  and  to  unite  together  against 
the  Romans.  Accordingly,  Simon  gave  tliose 
that  came  from  the  temple  leave,  by  procla- 
mation, to  go  upon  the  wall;  John  al-o  him- 
self, though  he  could  not  believe  Simon  was 
in  earnest,  gave  them  the  same  leave.  So  on 
both  sides  they  laid  aside  their  hatred  and 
their  peculiar  quarrels,  and  formed  thcin- 
selves  into  one  body;  they  then  ntn  round 
the  walls,  and  banng  a  vast  number  of  torches 

very  Rornansut  Rome  procounce<l  theuinie  of  Siinoa  ibe 
sun  of  Giora-i.  liar  Poras  fur  Bar  Gmrns,  as  We  liaru 
from  Xiplnliiie.  pai;e  il7.  Iteland  takes  notice,  »■  tuat 
many  will  here  louk  for  a  myftery,  as  tliuug!)  the  iiieau- 
iiig  were,  that  the  S^tn  of  (.tod  crirae  now  to  tako  Ti-ii- 
i;eance  on  the  sin'*  of  the  Jewish  natioc;'*  wbirh  ia 
iriilei-d  the- ti nth  of  the  fact,  but  hardly  what  the  J<ws 
C'Uld  now  iii<-jn;  unless  pus^iMy  by  way  ol'  deCAi^fi;  of 
'  hri>t's  thnatenini;  so  oflen  that  he  would  Con.r  at  thi 
hea't  of  ihe  Itoman  army  for  thuir  destruction  Itut  pren 
ihw  iiiter|)rrlatiuu  has  but  a  veiy  small  de;;ree  ol  pruba- 
iiilitv.  If  1  Were  to  make  an  einendation  bj  iiuu-  coi;- 
ji-i-nirt-.  J  would  read  iriTfo.-  instead  of  fl'f,  t'lfiigl.  the 
hk»-Met«he  not  so  great  ;»•*  in  lag;  because  that  is  the 
word  used  by  Joseptnis  just  bel>jre.  as  has  been  aire;ftfiy 
Holed  on  this  very  occusioo,  wiiilt  'loe-  an  arr>j.v  o:  daC, 
i"  unly  a  p'Wiral  worJ,  and  never  used  by  .losr;p^u< 
elsewliere.  and  is  indeed  Do  way  suitabl*-  to  Ih**  ocwision, 
tins  enuine  not  throwing  anuwa  or  darl&.  but  ^cat 
1  ttuaes,  at  this  time. 
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with  thetr,  they  threw  them  at  the  machines, 
aiiJ  shot  darts  perpetually  lipoii  thuse  ihnt 
iuipellt-d  those  engines  which  battered  the 
wail;  riiiy,  the  bolder  sort  leaped  out  by  troops 
iipuii  the  hurdles  that  covered  the  macliine^f 
And  pulled  them  to  pieces,  and  fell  upon  those 
that  belonged  to  tbeni,  and  beat  theui,  not  so 
much  hy  any  skill  they  had,  as  principally  by 
the  boldness  ot"  their  attacks.  However,  Ti- 
tus himself  sent  assistance  to  those  that  wxtc 
the  hardest  set,  and  placed  both  horsemen  aitd 
archers  on  the  several  sides  of  the  engine'*,  and 
thereby  beat  off  those  thjt  brought  the  tire  to 
tliein;  he  aUo  thereby  repelled  those  tiiat  shot 
Btones  or  darts  from  the  towers,  and  then  set 
the  engines  to  work  in  good  earnest;  yet  did 
not  the  wall  yield  to  these  blows,  excepting 
where  the  batterin^^-run  of  the  liltecntii 
legion  moved  the  corner  of  a  tower,  while  the 
WitU  itself  continued  unhurt;  for  tUe  wall 
was  not  presently  in  the  same  danger  with 
the  tower,  which  was  extant  far  above  it;  nor 
cojld  the  fall  of  that  part  of  the  tower  easily 
break  down  any  part  of  the  wall  itself  toge- 
ther with  it, 

5.  And  now  the  Jews  iiitcrmitted  their  Fal- 
lie*  for  a  while;  but  when  they  observed  tJie 
itoniau>i  di<^persed  all  abrcad  ut  their  works, 
ai  d  in  their  several  camps  (lor  thty  thon^-;!!* 
the  Jews  had  retired  out  of  weariness  and 
f''ar\  they  all  at  once  made  a  sal.'y  «t  the  tower 
Hiopivus,  through  ni\  ob-*cure  gate,  nnd  at  the 
fame  time  brought  ftre  to  hum  the  works,  and 
went  boii'ly  up  to  ll^*  Remans,  and  to  thur 
very  tortiticutioi^H  themselves,  where,  at  the 
cry  they  niiuh^  thos^  that  were  near  them  rame 
presently  to  their  assistance.  a:td  those  tailher 
.oU  caiL'e  running  utter  them:  and  here  the 
boKlners  of  tbe  Jews  was  loo  hard  lur  the 
good  on'er  ot  tlie  KomaJis;  and  u&  tUey  beat 
tnose  wiiom  lUey  tirst  tell  upon,  so  they  press- 
ed upoji  Itiose  tliat  were  now  gotten  logeiher. 
bo  tbis  liL'hl  about  the  machines  was  very  hot, 
while  the  ojie  side  tried  hard  to  bet  thein  on 
lire,  and  the  otiter  side  to  prevent  it;  on  both 
sides  mere  was  a  contused  cry  made,  and  many 
of  tnose  m  the  lore-tront  of  tbe  battle  were 
slain.  However,  tne  Jews  were  now  too  hard 
for  the  Homans.  by  the  furious  assaults  they 
made  like  madmen;  and  the  lire  caught  hold 
vi  tbe  works,  and  both  all  those  works  and 
T.tie  engines  tneraselves,  had  been  in  danger 
01  being  burnt,  bad  not  many  of  thrse  select 
bOiJlers  that  came  from  Alexandria  opposed 
themseives  to  prevent  it,  and  had  they  nut 
behaved  themselves  with  greater  courage  than 
tUey  themselves  supposed  they  could  have 
done;  for  they  outdid  those  in  this  fight  that 
had  greater  reputation  than  themselves  before. 
Uhls  was  the  state  of  things  till  C;esar  took 
the  stwutest  of  his  horsemen  and  attacked  the 
enemy,  while  he  himself  slew  twelve  of  those 
that  .veiein  the  foie  front  of  the  Jews;  whiih 
CcutL  of  lhc^e  men,  wiien  the  rest  of  the  mul 
titude  saw,  they  gave  way,  and  he  pursued 


them,  and  drove  them  all  into  tbe  city,  &(.j 
saved  the  works  from  the  fire.  Now  it  hap. 
pened  at  this  tight,  that  a  certain  Jew  was 
taken  alive,  who,  by  Titus's  orders,  was  cm* 
cilied  before  the  wall,  to  see  whether  the  res( 
of  them  would  be  affrighted,  and  abate  of 
their  obstinacy.  But  after  the  Jews  were 
retired,  Johi>,  who  was  con)mander  of  the  Idu- 
meaits,  and  was  talking  to  a  certain  soldier  ol 
bis  uc((uaiiitarice  before  tbe  wall,  was  wounded 
by  a  dart  shot  at  him  by  an  Arabian,  and 
died  imntedtately,  leaving  the  greatest  lamen- 
tation to  the  Jews,  and  sorrow  to  the  scdi- 
tiou>;  for  he  was  a  man  of  great  eminence, 
both  for  bis  actions  and  his  conduct  also 


CHAPTER  VIL 

HOW  ONE  OF  THE  TOWEAS  EEECTEf)  BV  THE 
UdMA.NS  FELL  DOWN  OF  ITS  OWN  ACCORD; 
AND  HOW  THE  HOMANS,  AFTER  GREAT 
SLAUGtlTLH  HAD  BEEN  MADE,  GOT  FuSSES-' 
filON  OF  THE  FIKST  WALL.  HUW  ALSO  TITUS 
MADE  BIS  ASSAULTS  UPON  THE  SECOND 
WALL;  AS  ALSO,  CONCEBMNtt  LoNGlNUS 
THE  ROMAN,   AND  CASTUR   THE  JEW. 

§  1.  Kow,  on  the  next  night,  a  most  sur- 
prising disturbance  fell  upon  the  iCouians; 
for  whereas  Titus  had  given  orders  lor  the 
erection  of  three  towers  of  rifty  cubits  high, 
that  by  setting  men  upon  them  at  every  bunk, 
he  uiight  from  thence  drive  those  away  who 
were  upon  the  wall,  it  so  happened  that  one 
of  these  towers  fell  down  about  midnight; 
and  as  its  iall  made  a  very  great  noise,  lear 
tell  u|)on  the  army,  and  they,  supposing  that 
the  enen>y  was  coming  to  attack  them,  ran 
all  to  their  arms.  Whereupon  a  disturbance 
and  a  tumult  arose  among  tbe  legions,  and  as 
nobody  cuuld  tell  what  had  happened,  they 
went  on  after  u  disconaolate  maimer;  and  see- 
ing no  enemy  appear,  they  were  afraid  one 
of  another,  and  every  one  demanded  of  bis 
neighbour  the  watch-word  with  great  carnest- 
ne2>>,  us  though  the  Jews  bad  invaded  their 
eamp.  And  iiow  they  were  like  people  under 
a  panic  fear,  till  Titus  was  informed  of  what 
had  happened,  and  gave  orders  that  all  should 
be  acquainted  with  it;  and  then,  though  with 
some  difficulty,  they  got  clear  of  the  disturb- 
ance they  had  been  under. 

'2.  Now,  these  towers  were  very  trouble- 
some to  the  Jews,  who  otherwise  opposed  the 
Komans  very  courageously:  for  they  shot  at 
them  out  of  their  lighter  engines  from  those 
towers,  as  they  did  aUo  by  those  that  threw 
darts,  and  the  archers,  and  those  that  slung 
stones.  For  neither  could  the  Jews  reach  thost 
thjt  were  over  them,  by  reason  of  their  height; 
and  it  \\a(?  not  practicable  to  take  them,  nor 
to  uverturn  them,  they  were  so  heavy,  nor  to 
set  ihein  on  tift;,  because  they  were  covcicd 
with  plates  ut  iron.     So  they  retired  out  ot 
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the  reach  of  the  darts,  and  did  no  longer 
endeavour  to  hinder  the  impression  of  their 
rnins,  which,  by  eontiiiually  beating  upon  the 
wall,  did  gradually  prevail  against  it;  so  that 
the  wall  already  gave  way  to  the  Nico,  for  by 
that  name  dnl  the  Jews  themselves  call  the 
greatest  of  their  enfjines,  because  it  conquered 
all  things.  And  now,  they  were  for  a  long 
while  grown  weary  of  tighting,  and  of  keeping 
guards,  and  were  retired  to  lodge  in  (he  nigbl- 
tinse  at  a  distance  from  the  wall.  It  was  on 
other  account.1  also  thought  by  them  to  be 
superfluous  to  guard  the  wall,  there  being, 
besides  that,  two  other  furtiliralions  still 
remaining,  and  tbey  being  slothful,  and  their 
counsels  having  been  ilUcuncertcd  on  all 
occasions;  so  a  great  many  grow  lazy,  and 
retired.  Then  the  Romans  mAinted  the 
hK'acli,  where  Nico  had  made  one,  and  all  the 
Jews  left  the  guarding  that  wall,  and  retreated 
to  the  second  wall;  so  those  that  bad  gotten 
over  that  wall  opened  the  gates,  and  received 
ail  the  army  within  it.  And  thus  did  the 
Romans  get  possession  of  this  first  wall,  on 
the  fifteenth  day  of  the  siege,  which  was  the 
seventh  day  of  the  month  Artcmisius  [Jyar], 
when  they  demolished  a  great  -part  ot  it,  as 
well  as  they  did  of  the  northern  parts  of  the 
city,  which  bad  been  demolished  a]St>  by 
Cestius  formerly. 

3.  And  now  Titus  pitched  iiis  camp  within 
the  city,  at  that  place  which  was  called  "the 
Camp  t»f  the  Assyrians,"  having  seized  upon 
all  that  lay  as  far  as  Cedron,  but  took  care 
to  l>e  out  of  tlie  reach  of  the  Jews'  darts. 
He  then  presently  began  his  attacks,  upon 
which  the  Jews  divided  tlieraselves  into  seve- 
ral bodies,  and  courageously  defended  that 
wall;  while  John  and  bis  faction  did  it  from 
the  tower  of  Antonia,  and  from  the  northern 
cloister  of  the  temple,  and  fought  the  Romans 
before  the  monument  of  king  Alexaruier;  and 
Simon's  army  also  took  for  their  share  the 
spot  of  grounrl  that  was  n?ar  John's  monu- 
ment, and  fortified  it  a-s  far  as  to  that  gate 
where  watc  was  brought  in  to  the  tower 
Hippicus.  However,  the  Jews  made  violent 
Killies,  ainl  that  frequently  also,  and  in  bodies 
together  out  of  tbe  gates,  and  there  fought 
the  Romans;  and  when  they  were  pursued 
altogvti^er  to  the  wall,  they  were  beaten 
in  those  figbts.  as  wanting  the  skill  of 
the  Romans.  But  when  they  fought  them 
from  the  walls,  they  were  too  haid  for  them, 
the  Romans  being  encouraged  by  their  power, 
joined  to  their  skill,  as  were  the  Jews  by  their 
boldness,  which  was  no-jrished  by  the  fear 
they  were  in,  anti  that  hardiness  which  is 
natural  to  our  nation  under  calamities;  they 
were  also  encouraged  still  by  the  hope  of 
deliveraiiC'?,  as  were  the  Romans  by  the  hopes 
of  sid)du(ng  them  in  a  little  time.  Nor  <lid 
either  side  grow  weary;  but  attacks  and 
fiilbtJngs  upon  the  wall,  and  perpetual  sallies 
out  in  bodies,  were  practiced  all  the  day  Ion;; 


nor  were  there  any  sort  of  warlike  engng?*- 
ments  that  were  not  then  put  in  use.  AnJ 
the  night  itself  had  much  ado  to  part  them, 
when  they  began  to  light  in  the  morning; 
nay,  the  night  itself  was  passed  without  sleep 
on  both  sides,  and  was  more  uneasy  than  the 
day  to  them,  while  the  one  was  afraid  lest  the 
wall  should  be  taken,  and  the  other  lest  the 
Jevvs  should  make  sallies  upon  their  camps; 
both  sides  also  lay  in  their  armour  during  tbe 
night-time,  and  thereby  were  ready  at  the 
first  appearance  of  light  to  go  to  the  battle 
Now,  among  the  Jews  the  ambition  was  who 
should  uiulergo  the  first  dangers,  and  thereby 
gratify  their  commanders.  Above  all,  tbey 
had  a  great  veneration  and  dread  of  Simon; 
and  to  that  degree  was  he  regarded  by  every 
one  of  those  that  were  under  him,  that  at  his 
command  they  were  very  ready  to  kill  them- 
selves with  their  own  hands.  NVhat  made  the 
Romans  so  courageous,  was  their  usual  cus- 
tom of  conciuering  and  disuse  of  being 
defeated,  their  constant  wars,  and  perpetual 
warlike  exercises,  and  tbe  grandeur  of  their 
dominion;  and  what  was  now  their  chief 
encouragement,  —  Titus,  who  was  present 
everywhere  with  them  all;  for  it  appeared  a 
te.-rible  thing  to  grow  weary  while  Cu;»ar  was 
there,  and  fought  bravely  as  well  as  they  did, 
and  wds  himself  at  once  an  eye-witness  uf 
su<-h  as  behaved  themselves  valiantly,  and  be 
who  was  to  reward  thcin  also.  It  was, 
besides,  esteemed  an  advantage  at  present  to 
liave  any  one*s  valour  known  by  C*sar;  on 
which  account  many  of  them  appeared  to 
have  more  alacrity  than  strength  to  answer  it. 
And  now,  as  the  Jews  were  a'oout  this  t'n.e 
standing  in  array  before  the  wall,  and  that  in 
a  strong  body,  and  while  both  parties  were 
throwing  their  darts  at  each  other,  Longinur-, 
one  of  the  equestrian  order,  leaped  out  of 
the  army  of  the  Romans,  and  leaped  into  the 
very  midst  of  the  army  of  the  Jews;  and  as 
they  dispersed'  themselves  upon  this  attack, 
he  slew  two  of  their  men  of  the  greatest  cou- 
rage; one  of  them  he  struck  in  his  mouth,  as 
he  was  coming  to  meet  him;  the  ether  was 
slain  by  him  with  that  very  dart  that  he  drew 
out  of  the  body  of  the  other,  with  which  he 
ran  this  man  through  his  side  as  he  was  run- 
ning away  from  him;  and  when  he  had  done 
this,  he  first  of  all  ran  out  of  the  midst  of  his 
enemies  to  his  own  side.  So  this  man  pijTia- 
lized  himself  for  his  valour,  and  many  there 
were  who  were  ambitious  of  gaining  the  like 
reputation.  And  now  the  Jews  were  uncon- 
cerned at  what  they  suffered  themselves  from 
the  Romans,  and  were  only  sohcitous  about 
what  mischief  they  could  do  them;  and  death 
itself  seemed  a  small  matter  to  them,  if  ■.  t 
the  same  time  they  could  but  kill  any  one 
of  their  enemies.  But  Titus  took  care  to 
secure  his  own  soldiers  from  harm,  as  well 
as  to  have  them  overcome  their  enemies. 
He  also  said  that  inconuderate  nolenca  wa> 
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nia<tDeM;  and  that  this  alone  was  the  true 
•sonvugt'  that  was  joined  with  good  coiidnct. 
He  'vbereture  conimaiided  hia  men  to  take 
care,  waen  they  fought  their  enemies,  that 
t.i^y  received  no  harm  from  them  at  the  same 
tiii.e ;  and  thereby  sbow  themstlvea  to  be 
tiMiV  kaUant  men. 

4.  A. id  now  Titus  broi»ght  one  of  his  en- 
giiws  to  the  middle  tower  oi  tiie  north  part 
ot  LJC  waii,  ill  which  a  certain  crafty  Jew, 
whose  name  was  Castor,  lay  u>  umhusb,  with 
ten  others  like  himself,  the  rcAt  being  fled 
away  by  reason  of  the  archers.  These  men 
lay  still  for  a  while,  as  in  great  fear,  under 
their  breast-plates;  but  wlien  the  tower  was 
sbaken,  they  arose;  and  Castor  did  then  stretch 
out  bis  hand,  as  a  petitioner,  and  called  for 
Cajsar,  and  by  his  voice  moved  bis  compas- 
sion, and  begged  of  him  to  have  mercy  upon 
them;  and  Titus,  in  the  innocency  of  bis 
heart,  believing  him  to  be  in  earnest,  and  hop- 
ing that  the  Jews  did  now  ret^nt,  stopped 
the  working  of  the  buttering- rum,  and  for- 
bade them  to  shuot  at  the  petitioners,  and 
bade  Castor  say  what  he  had  a  ntiml  to  tay  to 
him.  He  said  that  he  wouUl  luine  down,  if  he 
would  give  him  his  right  hand  fv>r  bis  secu- 
rity. To  which  Titus  replied,  that  he  was 
ttcll  pleased  with  such  his  agreeable  conduct, 
anil  would  be  well  pleased  if  all  the  Jews 
would  be  of  his  itiind';  and  that  he  was  ready 
to  give  the  like  security  to  the  city.  Now 
Hvij  of  the  ten  disscnthied  with  him,  and  pre- 
tended to  beg  for  mercy  ;  while  the  rest 
cried  out  aloud,  that  they  would  never  be 
slaves  to  the  Romans,  while  it  was  in  their 
power  to  die  in  a  blate  o(  freedom.  Now 
wlule  these  men  were  quarrelling  for  a  loi^ 
while,  the  attack  was  delated  ;  Ca>tor  al^o 
sent  to  Simon,  and  told  hiai  lluit  they  might 
t^t:e  some  time  for  consultation  about  what 
WIS  to  be  done,  bccaucH.-  he  would  elude  the 
pu\\er  oi  the  Koiuans  lur  a  considerable  time. 
And  at  the  same  time  that  be  »ent  thus  to 
hiui,  be  appeared  o[u:nl}  to  exhort  those  that 
were  obstinate  to  accept  of  Titus's  hand  fur 
their  security;  but  they  seemed  very  angry 
at  it,  and  branuished  tht^ir  naked  swords  upon 
the  breast-workii,  and  struck  theuiselves  upon 
tdeir  breast,  and  fell  down  as  if  they  bad 
been  shiio.  Hereupon  Titus,  and  those  with 
hiin,  were  amazed  ai  the  courage  of  the  men; 
ajjd  as  they  were  not  able  to  see  exactly  what 
was  done,  they  admired  at  their  great  fortitude, 
and  pitied  their  calamity.  During  this  inter- 
val, a  certain  person  shot  a  dart  at  Castor,  and 
wounded  him  in  his  nose;  whereupon  he  pre- 
sently pulled  out  the  dart,  ana  showed  it  to  Ti- 
tus, and  complained  that  this  was  uidair  treat- 
nit'ut:  so Ciesar reproved  himtiiHtshotibedart, 
and  sent  Jos»ephu>,  who  tbeu  stood  by  hiai,  to 
gi'-'^  bis  right  hmni  to  Castor,  liut  Josephus 
said  Ihat  he  would  not  go  to  him,  because 
tn»*(,^  rrelrnded  ptrlitioners  meant  nothing 
that  was  good ;  he  also  rt:sirauittd  tha'^c  frieuua 


of  bis  who  were  zealous  to  go  to  him.  Bui 
still  there  was  one  jEnoas,  a  deserter,  who 
said  be  would  go  to  him.  Castor  also  culleil 
to  them,  that  somebody  should  come  and  re- 
ceive the  money  which  he  had  with  bim;  this 
made  i£i>eas  the  more  earnestly  to  run  to  hini 
with  his  bosom  open.  Then  did  Castor  take 
up  a  great  stone  and  threw  it  at  him,  whirl> 
missed  him,  because  he  guardeil  biuiseU 
against  it;  but  slUl  it  wounded  aiMilher  suluier 
that  was  coming  to  him.  M'hen  Caesar  uniler- 
stood  that  this  was  a  delusion,  he  perceived 
that  mercy  in  war  is  a  pernicious  tbing^ 
because  such  cunning  tricks  have  les'9  plaf% 
under  the  exercise  of  greater  severity.  2>o 
he  caused  the  engine  to  work  more  strongly 
than  before,  on  account  of  his  anger  at  the 
deceit  put*  upon  bim.  But  Castor  ami  hiss 
companions  set  the  tower  on  Dre  wheu  it  l>tgan 
to  give  way.  and  leaped  through  the  liime  into- 
a  bidden  vault  that  wa*  under  it;  which  made 
the  Romans  farther  suppose  that  they  were 
iL;en  of  great  courage,  as  having  cast  tlicuv* 
selves  into  the  lire. 


CHAPTER  VUL 

BOW*rHE  ROMANS  TOOK  THE  SECOND  WALi 
TWICE,  AM)  GUT  ALL  READY  JOE  TAKINO 
TH£  THIKD  U  ALL. 

§  1.  Now  C;jesar  took  this  wall  there  on  tbo 
tiftb  day  after  he  had  taken  the  Urst ;  3:id 
when  the  Jews  bad  He4l  from  bim,  he  entered 
into  it  with  a  thousand  armed  uien,  and  thuse 
of  his  choice  troops,  and  this  at  a  place  where 
were  the  mcrcbaots  of  wool,  the  braziers,  and 
the  nuirket  for  cloth,  aod  where  the  narrow 
streets  led  obliquely  to  the  wall.  AVherefore» 
it  Tittis  bad  either  <leutolished  a  larger  part  ul 
the  wall  immediately,  cr  had  come  in,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  law  ot  war,  had  laul  waste  v.hat 
was  lelt,  his  victory  would  not,  1  suppose,  Itavc 
been  mixed  with  any  loss  to  him^ell  j  bub 
now,  out  of  the  hope  be  bad  that  he  should 
make  the  Jews  ashamed  of  their  obstinacy,  by 
not  being  willing,  when  he  was  able  to  aflheb 
theui  mure  than  he  ueeded  to  do,  Ue  did  iuit 
widen  the  breach  of  the  wall  in  order  Ic  uiuks 
a  iKifer  retreat  upon  occasion;  for  he  c'xd  not 
think  they  would  lay  snares  for  bim  that  did 
them  such  a  kindne^s.  When,  thcrelore,  he 
came  in,  he  did  not  permit  his  soldiers  to  kill 
any  of  those  they  caught,  uof  to  set  tire  tft 
their  houses  neither;  nay.  he  gave  leave  to 
the  seditious,  if  they  had  a  mind,  to  tight 
without  any  harui  to  the  people,  and  prunuacd 
to  restore  the  people's  etfecis  to  them;  for  he 
was  very  desirous  to  preserve  the  city  for  hia 
own  bake,  and  the  teiupW  for  the  sake  ot  tlie 
city.  As  to  the  people,  he  had  ihem  of  a 
long  time  ready  to  cuiaply  with  bis  proposaU^ 
hut  as  tu  the  hghiing  men,  this  hum.,  ity  d 
his  seemed  a  mark  «^f  his  weakness;  and  they 
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iniHiTiitfil  that  he  made  these  proposnU  bccaiut- 
he  A.1S  nit  able  to  take  the  rc^t  uf  the  city. 
Tuey  ai*ii  thnatened  dealh  to  the  [leopli-,  il 
thev  shouUi  anv  one  of  thero  siy  a  word  about 
a  surrender.  They  moreover  rut  the  throats 
o(  9uch  Hf  talked  ot  a  peace,  and  then  attacked 
thiMe  Romans  that  were  come  within  the 
wall.  Some  of  them  they  met  in  the  narrow 
street",  and  some  they  fought  against  from 
tJ>eir  houses  while  they  made  a  sudden  sally 
out  at  the  upper  gites,  and  assaulted  such 
Romans  a<  were  beyond  the  wall,  till  those 
timt  puanliil  the  wall  were  so  alTrighted,  that 
they  leaped  down  from  their  towers,  and 
retired  to  their  several  camps:  upon  which  a 
great  noi^e  was  made  by  the  Romans  that 
were  within,  heo-iuse  they  were  encocnpassed 
round  on  every  side  by  tlieir  enemies;  as  also 
by  them  that  were  without,  became  they  were 
in  fiar  for  those  that  were  left  in  the  city. 
Thus  did  the  Jews  grow  more  numerous  per- 
petually, and  had  great  advantages  over  the 
Jtonians,  by  tlieir  full  knowledge  of  those 
narrow  lanes;  and  they  wounded  a  great 
uiiuiy  of  tliem,  and  fell  upon  them,  and  drove 
them  out  of  the  city.  >'ow  these  Romans 
were  at  present  forced  to  make  the  best  resis- 
tance they  could;  for  they  were  not  able,  in 
great  numbers,  to  get  out  at  the  breach  in  the 
Wdll.  it  wai  so  narrow.  It  i«  also  probable 
that  all  those  that  were  gotten  within  had 
been  cut  to  pieces,  if  Titus  had  not  sent  theai 
succours;  for  he  ordered  the  archers  to  stand 
at  the  upper  ends  of  these  narrow  lanes,  a:id 
he  stood  him^lf  where  was  the  greatest  mul- 
titude of  his  enemies,  and  with  his  darts  he 
put  a  stop  to  them;  as  with  him  did  Domi- 
tuis  Sabinus  also,  a  valiant  man,  and  one 
that  in  ihi»  battle  appeared  so  to  be.  Thus 
did  Cajsiir  continue  to  shoot  darts  at  the  Jews 
runtinu.dlv,  and  to  hinder  tbeni  from  coming 
npuji  his  men,  and  this  until  all  his  soldiers 
had  retreated  out  of  the  city. 

2.  And  thus  were  the  Romans  driven  out, 
after  thev  had  possessed  themselves  of  the 
secund  wall.  Whereupon  the  fighting  men 
that  were  in  the  city  were  lifted  up  in  their 
minds,  and  were  elevated  upon  this  their  good 
success,  ami  began  to  think  that  the  Romans 
would  never  venture  to  come  into  the  city  any 
more;  and  that,  if  they  kept  within  it  them- 
selves, thev  should  not  be  any  more  con- 
quered; for  God  had  blinded  their  minds  for 
tiie  transgressions  they  had  been  guilty  of, 
nor  coulii  they  see  how  n)uch  greater  force's 
the  Romans  bad  than  those  that  were  now 
expelled,  no  more  than  they  could  discern 
how-  a  famine  was  creeping  upon  them;  for 
hitherto  they  had  fed  themselves  out  of  the 
public  miseries,  and  drank  the  blood  of  the 
cily.  But  now  poverty  had  for  a  long  time 
seized  upon  the  better  part,  and  a  great  many 
h!l'l  died  already  fur  want  of  necessaries; 
alt''OUKb  the  .seditious  indeed  supposed  the 
destruction  of  the  people  to  be  ui  easement  to 


tlninselves;  for  they  desired  that  none  others 
niight  he  preserved  but  such  us  were  against 
a  peace  with  the  ilunians,  aiul  were  resolved 
to  live  in  opposition  to  Ihera,  and  they  were 
pleased  when  the  multitude  of  those  of  a  con- 
trary opinion  were  consumed,  as  being;  then 
Ireetl  from  a  heavy  burden:  and  this  was  their 
di?po>iiion  of  mind  with  regard  to  those  that 
were  within  the  city,  while  they  covered  them- 
selves with  their  armour,  and  prevented  the 
Romans,  when  they  were  trying  to  get  into 
the  city  again,  and  made  a  wall  of  their  own 
bodies  over-against  tliat  part  of  the  wall  that 
was  cast  down.  Thus  did  they  valiantly 
defend  themselves  for  three  days;  hut  on  the 
fourth  day  they  could  not  support  themselves 
against  the  vehement  assaults  of  Titus,  but 
were  compelled  by  force  to  lly  whither  iht-y 
had  tied  belore;  so  be  quietly  possessed  him- 
self again  of  that  wall,  and  demolished  it 
entirely;  and  when  he  had  put  a  garri$oa 
into  the  towers  that  were  on  the  south  parts 
of  the  city,  he  contrived  how  he  might  aa^ault 
the  third 'wall. 


CH.iPTEU  IX. 

TITCS,  WHEN  THE  JEWS  WEEK  NOT  AT  ALL 
MOLLiriLD  BV  HIS  LEAVINO  OFF  THE 
EILGE  roll  A  WHILE,  SET  IllMSELE  AGAI.N 
TO  raoSEtUTE  THE  SAUE;  BtT  SOON  SL.\T 
JOSF.rULS  TO  DISCOL'llSE  WITH  HIS  OWN 
COUMTftYMEN'  ABOUT  fCACE. 

§  1.  A  RESOLUTION  was  now  taken  by  Titus 
to  relax  the  siege  for  a  httle  while,  and  to 
afford  the  seditious  an  interval  for  considera- 
tion, and  to  see  whether  the  demolishing  of 
their  second  wall  wonhl  not  make  them  a  little 
more  compliant,  or  whether  they  were  not 
somewhat  afraid  of  a  famine,  because  the 
spoils  they  had  gotten  by  rapine  would  not  be 
suHicient  for  them  loirg;  so  he  made  use  of 
Ibis  relaxation,  in  order  to  compass  his  own 
designs.  Accordingly,  as  the  usual  appoint!  d 
time  when  he  must  distribute  subsistence- 
money  to  the  soldiers  was  now  come,  he  gavi' 
orders  that  the  commanders  should  put  the 
army  into  battle  array,  in  the  iace  of  tlio 
enemy,  and  then  give  every  one  of  the  soldiers 
their  pay.  So  the  soldiers,  according  to  eus- 
tiun,  opened  the  cases  wherein  their  arms 
before  lay  covered,  and  marched  with  th.ir 
bitatt-plates  on;  as  did  the  horsemen  Ici'd 
their  horses  in  their  tine  trappings.  Then 
ilid  the  places  that  were  before  the  city  shine 
very  splenuiuly  for  a  great  way;  nor  was  there 
ny  tling  >o  grateful  to  Titus's  own  in»M.  or 
o  terrible  to  the  enemy,  as  that  sight;  /or  tjl» 
wholi'  olil  wall  nnd  the  north  side  of  the  ff-a:- 
ple  were  full  o(  sptctaiors,  and  one  m:ghr  s^e 
the  Inmsts  lull  ot  siieh  as  looked  at  iheni;  '.y.it 
vvas  there  any  part  of  the  city  which  was  Bt>t 
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covered  orer  with  their  multitudes;  ray,  a 
Terv  great  consTernation  seized  upon  the  har- 
dii'^t  f»t  *be  Jews  theiDselves,  when  they  saw 
ajl  '.tie  arniv  it)  the  same  place,  together  with 
the  rneness  of  their  arms,  and  the  good 
(.filer  of  tneir  men;  and  1  cannot  but  think 
tint  the  seditious  would  have  changed  their 
n.tnds  at  that  sight,  uidess  the  crimes  they 
had  committed  against  the  people  had  been 
go  horrid,  that  they  despaired  of  forgiveness 
from  the  Romans;  but  as  they  believed  death 
with  torments  must  be  their  puni>hnient,  if 
they  did  not  go  on  in  the  defence  of  the  city, 
they  thought  it  much  better  to  <lie  in  war. 
Fate  alio  prevailed  so  far  over  them,  that  the 
i'norent  were  to  perish  with  the  guilty,  and 
the  city  was  to  be  destroyed  with  the  seditious 
that  were  in  it. 

■2.  Thus  did  the  Romans  spend  four  days 
in  bringing  this  subsistence-money  to  tiie 
sevend  legions;  but  on  the  liflh  day,  when 
no  s'gns  of  peace  appeared  to  come  from  the 
Jews,  Titus  divided  his  legions,  and  began  to 
raise  banks,  both  at  the  tower  of  Antoina  :in(t 
at  Johr.'s  niotututcnt.  Now  his  designs  were 
to  take  the  upper  city  at  that  monument,  and 
ths  temple  at  the  tower  of  Antonia;  for  if 
the  temple  were  not  taken  it  \\ould  be  dan- 
gerous to  keep  the  city  itself;  so  at  each  of 
these  parts  he  raised  him  banks,  each  legitm 
nusing  one.  As  for  those  that  WTonght  at 
tlnh.n's  monuriient,  the*  Idumeans,  and  those 
th}*t  were  in  arms  with  Simon,  made  sallies 
upon  them,  and  put  some  stop  to  them;  whiie 
John's  pa.-ty,  and  the  multitude  of  zealots  with 
theia,  did  the  like  to  those  that  were  before 
the  tower  of  Aiilonia.  These  Jews  were  now 
too  lard  for  the  Romans,  not  only  in  direct 
lighting,  because  they  stood  upon  the  higher 
ground,  but  because  they  bad  now  learned  to 
use  their  oun  engines;  for  their  continual  use 
of  them,  one  day  alter  atiother,  did  by  degrees 
improve  their  skiU  about  them;  lor  ol  one 
sort  of  engines  for  darts  they  had  three  hun- 
ditd,  and  forty  for  stones;  by  the  means  of 
which  they  made  it  more  tedious  for  the  I!o- 
iiians  to  raise  their  banks  ;  but  then  Titus, 
knowing  that  the  city  would  be  either  --aved 
or  destioyed  for  himself,  did  not  only  proceed 
earnestly  ii>  the  siege,  but  did  not  omit  to  have 
the  Jews  exhorted  to  lepculance;  so  he  mixed 
good  counsel  with  his  works  for  the  siege; 
and  being  sensible  that  exhortations  aie 
tiequently  more  effectual  than  arms,  he  per- 
suaded them  to  surrender  the  city,  now  in  a 
maimer  alreaUy  taken,  and  thereby  to  save 
themselves,  and  sent  Jo^ephus  to  speak  to 
them  ir.  their  own  language  ;  tor  he  imagined 
they  might  ucld  to  the  persuasion  of  a  couii- 
tr)mHn  of  their  own. 

3.  So  Josephus  went  round  about  the  wall, 
and  tried  to  hno  a  place  that  was  out  of  the 
reach  of  their  uarts,  and  yet  within  their  hearing, 
aiid  besought  them  in  uiany  wortislo  spate  them- 
selves, to  spate  their  countrv  and  their  temple. 


and  not  to  be  more  obdurate  in  tlieiie  cases 
than  foreigners  themselves;  for  that  tbe  lio- 
inaijs,  who  had  no  relation  to  those  tbin<rs,  had 
a  reverence  for*their  sacred  rites  and  places, 
although  they  belonged  to  their  enemies,  and 
had  till  now  kept  their  hands  off  from  med- 
dling with  them;  while  such  as  were  brought 
up  under  them,  and,  if  they  be  preserved, 
will  be  tbe  otily  people  that  will  reap  the  bene- 
fit of  them,  hurry  on  to  have  them  destroyed. 
'I'hat  certainly  they  have  seen  their  strongest 
walls  de^toli^hed,  and  that  the  wall  still 
remaining  was  weaker  than  those  that  were 
already  taken.  That  they  must  know  the  Ro- 
man power  was  invincible,  and  that  they  bad 
been  used  to  ser^•e  them  ;  fur,  that  in  case  it 
be  allowed  a  right  thing  to  light  for  liberty, 
that  ought  to  have  been  done  at  lirst;  but  lor 
them  that  have  once  fallen  under  the  power  of 
the  Romans,  and  have  now  submitted  to  them 
for  so  many  long  years,  to  pretend  to  shake  olf 
that  yoke  afterward,  was  tbe  work  of  such  as 
had  a  mind  tudie  miserably,  not  of  such  as  were 
lovers  of  liberty.  Uesides,  men  may  well 
enough  grudge  at  the  dishonour  of  owning  ig- 
noble  masters  over  them,  but  ought  not  to  do 
so  to  those  who  have  all  things  under  their  coiif- 
inand:  fur  what  part  of  the  world  is  there  that 
hath  escaped  the  Romans,  unless  it  be  such  as 
arc  of  no  use,  lor  violent  heat  or  violent  cold? 
And  evident  it  is,  that  fortune  is  on  all  hands 
gone  over  to  them ;  and  that  God,  when  be 
had  gone  round  tlie  nations  with  this  domi- 
nion, is  now  settled  in  Ititly.  That,  nioreover, 
it  is  a  strong  and  fixed  law,  even  among  brute 
beasts,  as  well  as  among  men,  to  yield  to  those 
that  are  too  strong  lor  them;  and  to  sufier 
those  to  have  dominion  who  are  too  hard  lor 
the  rest  in  war;  for  which  reason  it  was  that 
their  forelalhers,  who  were  lar  superior  to 
them  both  in  their  souls  and  bodies,  and  other 
advantages,  did  yet  suljinit  to  the  Romans; 
which  they  would  not  have  suffered,  had  they 
not  known  that  God  w:is  with  Ihein.  As  lor 
themselves,  what  can  they  depe:id  on  in  this 
their  opposition,  when  the  greatest  part  of 
their  city  is  alrcttdy  taken?  and  when  those 
that  are  within  it  are  under  greater  miseries 
than  if  they  were  taken,  although  their  walls 
be  still  standing?  l-'or  that  the  Romans 
arc  not  unaequiunted  with  that  famine  which 
is  in  the  city,  whereby  the  people  are  already 
consumed,  and  the  lighting  men  will  in  a 
little  time  be  so  too;  for  although  the  Ro- 
mans should  leave  off  the  siege,  and  not 
tall  upon  the  city  with  their  swords  in  their 
I  iands,  yet  was  there  an  ins-'perable  war  that 
'  Deset  them  within,  and  was  augmented  every 
aour,  unless  they  were  able  to  wage  war  with 
.'amine,  and  tight  against  it,  or  could  alone 
ejiiquer  their  natural  appetites.  He  added 
this  farther.  How  right  a  thing  it  was  to 
change  their  conduct  before  their  calamities 
were  become  incurable,  and  to  have  rteuui»€ 
to  such  advice  as  might  preserve  thein,  wniie 
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opportunity  was  offered  them  for  so  doing; 
for  that  the  Romans  would  not  be  mindful  of 
their  past  actions  to  their  disadvantage,  unless 
they  persevered  in  their  insolent  behaviour  to 
the  end  ;  because  they  were  naturally  mild  in 
their  conquests,  and  preferred  what  was  pro- 
Stable,  before  what  their  passions  dictated  to 
them;  which  profit  of  theirs  lay  not  in  leaving 
the  city  empty  of  inhabitatitsi  nor  the  country 
a  desert;  on  which  account  Caesar  did  now 
olfer  them  bis  right  hand  for  tbeir  security. 
Whereas,  if  he  took  the  city  by  force,  he 
would  not  save  any  one  of  them,  and  this 
especially,  if  they  rejected  his  olfers  in  these 
their  utmost  distresses;  for  the  walls  that 
were  already  taken,  could  not  but  assure  them 
that  the  third  wall  would  quickly  be  taker 
also;  and  though  their  fortitications  should 
prove  too  strong  for  the  Uomans  to  break 
through  them,  yet  would  the  lamine  tight  for 
the  Koinans  against  thern. 

4.  While  Josephus  was  making  this  exhor- 
tation to  the  JewB,  many  of  them  jested  upon 
him  from  the  wall,  and  many  reproached  him; 
nay,  some  threw  their  darts  at  hjm;  but  when 
he  could  not  himself  persuade  them  by  such 
open  good  advice,  he  betook  himself  to  the 
histories  belonging  to  their  own  nation;  and 
cried  out  aloud,  **  O  miserable  creatures  I  are 
you  so  unmindful  of  those  that  used  to  assist 
yo<i,  that  you  will  tight  by  your  weapons  and 
by  your  hands  against  the  Uomans?  When 
did  we  ever  conquer  any  other  nation  by  such 
means?  and  when  was  it  that  (Jod,  who  is 
the  Creator  of  the  Jewish  peo|tIe,  did  not 
avenge  them  when  they  had  been  injured? 
Wdl  not  you  turn  again,  and  look  back,  and 
consider  whence  it  is  that  you  fight  with  such 
violence,  and  how  great  a  Supporter  you  have 
profanely  ahused?  Will  not  you  recall  to 
mind  the  prodigious  things  done  for  your 
forefathers  and  this  holy  place,  and  how  great 
enemies  of  yours  were  hy  him  subdued  under 
you?  I  even  tremble  inyseU  in  declaring  the 
works  of  God  before  your  ears,  that  are 
unworthy  to  hear  them:  however,  hearken  to 
me,  that  you  may  l*e  informed  how  you  fight, 
not  only  against  the  Romans  but  against  God 
himself.  In  old  times  there  was  one  Necao, 
king  of  Egypt,  who  was  also  called  Pharaoh: 
he  came  with  a  prodigious  army  of  soldiers, 
and  seized  queen  Sarah,  the  mother  of  our 
nation.  What  did  Abraham  our  progenitor 
then  do?  Did  he  defend  himselt"  from  this 
injurious  person  by  war,  although  he  had 
three  hundred  and  eighteen  captains  under 
him,  and  an  immense  army  under  each  of 
them?  Indeed,  he  deemed  them  to  be  no 
number  at  all  without  God's  assistance,  and 
only  spread  out  his  hands  towards  this  holy 
place,'    which  you  have  now  polluted,  and 

•  Josephas  sapposen.  in  thin)  his  arlmirnble  sprerh  to 
thfv  J*ws.  that  not  Aliialidiii  uiijy.  Iiul  Pii^rauh  khi<  a( 
Et;'  pV  p'Ti>«'<1  niwarris  a  le  i  pie  at  Jfrutalem.  ur  towards 
Jcja»<i<'m  iiM?if.  ui  w^Mi))  wew  Mouet  bioD  asd  Mouot 


reckoned  upon  him  a§  tJpon  his  invisible  gup- 
porter,  instead  of  his  own  army.  Was  not 
our  queen  sent  back,  without  any  deBlement, 
to  her  husband,  the  very  next  evening  1 — 
while  the  king  of  Egypt  fled  away,  adorning 
this  place  which  you  have  defiled  by  shedding 
thereon  the  blood  of  your  countrymen ;  and 
he  also  trembled  at  those  visions  which  h 
saw  in  the  night-season,  and  bestowed  l)otl 
silver  and  gold  on  the  Hebrews,  as  on  a  peo- 
ple beloved  of  God.  Shall  I  say  nothing,  or 
shall  I  mention  the  removal  of  our  fathers 
into  Egypt,  who,  when  they  were  used  tyran- 
nically, and  were  fallen  under  the  power  of 
foreign  kings  for  four  hundred  years  toge- 
ther, and  might  have  defended  themselves  by 
war  and  b;  fighting,  did  yet  do  nothing  but 
commit  themselves  to  God?  Who  is  there 
that  does  not  know  that  Egypt  was  over-run 
with  all  sorts  of  wild  beasts,  and  consumed 
by  all  sorts  of  distempers?  how  their  land 
did  not  bring  forth  its  fruit;  how  the  Nile 
failed  of  water;  how  the  ten  plagues  of 
Egypt  followed  one  upon  atiother?  and  how. 
by  those  means,  our  fathers  were  &ent  anay, 
under  a  guard,  without  any  bloodshed,  and 
without  running  any  dangers,  because  God 
conducted  them  as  his  peculiar  seivanU? 
Moreover,  did  not  l^atebtlne  groan  under  the 
ravage  the  As^yriansf  made,  when  they  car- 
ried cway  our  sacred  ark?  as  did  the'.r  idol 
Dagon,  ujtd  as  al.<o  <iid  that  entire  iidt.on  of 
thoio  that  carried  it  away,  how  they  weft* 
smitten  with  a  loathsome  distemper  in  the 
secret  parts  of  their  bodies,  when  tlieir  very 
bowels  Ciiine  down  together  with  what  ihcv 
had  eaten,  till  those  hands  that  btoie  it  uwav 
were  obliged  to  bring  it  back  again,  and  thai 
with  the  sound  of  cymbals  and  timbrels,  an*, 
other  oblations,  in  order  to  appease  the  anger 
of  God  for  their  violation  of  his  holy  ark. 
It  was  God  who  then  became  our  general, 
and  accomplished  these  great  things  for  our 
fathers,  and  this  because  they  did  not  niedule 
with  war  and  fighting,  but  committed  it  to 
him  to  judge  about  their  aifairs.  When  Sen- 
nacherib, king  of  Assyria,  brought  along  with 
hi[n  all  Asia,  and  encompassed  tLi,-*  citv 
round  with  his  army,  did  he  fall  by  the  hands 
of    men?     were    not   those    hands    lificd    up 

Moriah,  on  which  the  tabernacle  and  temple  d'.d  after- 
wards st^iod )  and  this  loug  betore  cUber  t'oc  Jutvihb 
luberuaclt:  or  temple  were  tiiulti  nur  is  the  faciouM  com- 
mand given  by  Gud  to  Abraham,  to  ^o  two  or  three  Jays' 
j'lurney,  on  ptirpose  to  offer  up  bifi  son  Isaac  iber*:,  Uu.'a-' 
vourable  to  such  a  notioa. 

+  Note  here,  that  Josephus,  in  this  his  same  admirable 
speech.  Calls  the  Syrians,  nay,  even  the  Philisliiieii,  on 
the  most  south  part  of  Syria,  Assyrians;  wlLch  K^luLd 
observer  as  what  was  cuaiaioii  among  the  anci'^iit  wiw 
ters  Nole  also,  that  Josephus  nji^ht  well  put  the  Jews 
in  mind,  as  he  does  here  more  than  once,  of  theii  wi-u- 
dertul  and  truly  miraculous  deliverance  Irom  Somnche- 
rib,  kin^  of  Assyria,  while  the  houian  army,  and  turnsfU 
wiib  ttiem.  were  now  encamped  upon  and  beyond  tnaf 
v-ry  sput  of  grmnd  where  the  A>Byrian  army  lay  .'9U 
>ears  before,  and  which  retained  the  very  name  if  ffi9 
C.'imp  of  (he  As8yriJti:s  to  that  very  day.  ^lee  cUap.  rib 
tect  3;  and  ebap.  xii.  sect  i  -■•--*■ 
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to  God  in  pr«yer«,  without  meddliDg  with 
tieir  arms,  Nvhen  the  angel  of  God  destroyed 
that  prodigious  army  in  one  night?  when 
the  Assyrian  king,  as  he  rose  next  day, 
ibund  a  hundrud  t'ourseore  and  live  thousand 
dead  bodies,  and  when  be,  with  the  remain- 
der of  his  army,  fled  away  from  the  Hebrews, 
though  they  were  unarmed,  and  did  not  pur- 

ue  tbemi  You  are  also  acquainted  with  the 
da  very  we  were  under  at  Babylon,  where  the 
people  were  captives  for  seventy  years;  yet 
Htre  they  not  delivered  into  freedom  again 
belore  God  made  Cyrus  his  gracious  instru> 
nient  in  bringing  it  about ;  accordingly,  they 
were  set  free  by  him,  and  did  again  restore 
the  worship  of  their  Deliverer  at  his  temple. 
And,  to  speak  in  general,  we  can  produce  no 
example  wherein  our  fathers  got  any  success 
by  war,  or  failed  of  success,  when  without 
war  they  committed  themselvestoGod.  When 
they  staid  at  home  they  conquered,  as  pleased 
their  Judge;  but  when  they  went  out  to  fight 
they  were  always  disappointed:  for  example, 
when  the  king  of  Babylon  besieged  this  very 
city,  and  our  king  Zedekiah  tuugbt  against 
him,  contrary  to  what  predictions  were  made 
to  him  by  Jeremiah  the  prophet,  he  was  at 
orjce  taken  prisoner,  ami  faw  the  city  and  the 
temple  demolished.  Yet  how  much  greater 
was  the  moderation  of  that  king,  than  is  that 
of  your  present  governors,  and  that  of  the 
people  then  under  him,  than  is  that  of  you  at 
tiu»  limel  for  when  Jeremiah  cried  out  aloud, 
how  very  angry  God  was  at  them,  because  of 
their  transgressions,  and  told  thein  that  they 
should  be  taken  prisoners,  unle^s  they  would 
surrender  up  their  city,  neither  did  the  king 
nur  the  people  put  him  to  death;  hut  tor  you 
(to  pass  over  what  you  have  done  within  the 
city,  which  I  am  not  able  to  describe,  as  your 
wickedness  deserves),  you  abuse  me,  and 
throw  darts  at  rae,  who  only  exhort  vou  to 
save  yourseIves,as  being  provoked  when  vou 
are  put  in  mind  of  your  sins,  and  cannot  bear 
Iti"  verv  mention  of  those  crimes  which  you 
every  day  perpetrate.  For  another  exainple, 
when  Antiochus,  who  was  called  Epiphanes, 
lay  before  this  city,  and  had  been  guilty  of 
many  indignities  against  God,  and  our  tore- 
fathers  met  him  in  arms,  they  then  were  slain 
in  the  bittle,  this  city  was  plundered  by  our 
enemies,  and  our  sanctuary  nfade  desolate  for 
three  years  and  six  months.  And  what  need 
;  bring  any  more  examples!  Indeed,  what 
can  ii  be  that  hath  stirred  up  an  army  of  the 
Runians  against  our  nation?  Is  it  not  the 
inipisty  of  the  inhabitants?  Whence  did  our 
seriitude  commence?  Was  it  not  derived 
from  the  seditions  that  were  among  our  fore- 
fathers, when  the  madness  of  .•i.ristobulus  and 
Ilvrcanus,  and  our  mutual  quarrels,  brought 
Po.npey  upon  this  city,  and  when  God  re- 
duced those  under  subjection  to  the  Romans. 
wl;o  were  unworthy  ofthebbfrty  ihey  had  en-  i 
wyed?  Afterasiege,  tbcr efof o,uf  tiireo  moutlis. 


'  they  were  forced  to  surrender  then)selv<?» 
although  they  bad  not  been  guilty  ot  sutfc 
;  otfences  with  regard  to  our  sanctuary  am-t 
oar  laws,  as  you  have;  and  this  while  they 
bad  much  greater  advantages  to  go  to  war 
than  you  have.  Do  not  we  know  wlwt 
end  Antigonus,  the  son  of  Aristsbulus,  came 
to,  under  whose  reign  God  provided  that 
this  city  should  be  taken  again  upon  account 
of  the  people's  offences?  When  Herod,  the 
son  of  Antipater,  brought  upon  us  Sosius,  anti 
Sosius  brought  upon  us  the  Roman  army, 
they  were  then  encompassed  and  besieged  for 
six  months,  till,  as  a  punishment  for  their  sins, 
tiiey  were  taken,  and  the  city  was  plundered 
by  the  enemy.  Thus  it  appears,  that  arms 
were  never  given  to  our  nation ;  bi*t  that  we 
are  always  given  up  to  be  fought  against,  and 
to  be  taken;  for  I  suppose,  that  such  as  in- 
habit this  holy  pkice  ought  to  commit  the 
disposal  of  all  things  to  God,  and  then  only 
to  disregard  the  assistance  of  men  when  they 
resign  themselves  up  to  their  arbitrator,  who 
,  is  above.  As  for  you,  what  have  you  done  ol 
those  things  that  are  recommended  by  our 
legislator  1  and  what  have  you  not  done  of 
those  things  that  be  hath  condemned  I  How 
much  more  impious  are  you  than  those  who 
were  so  quickly  taken  1  You  have  not  avoided 
so  much  as  those  sins  which  are  usually  done 
in  secret;  I  mean  thetts,  and  treacherous  plots 
against  men,  and  ailuiteries.  You  are  quar- 
relling about  rapines  and  murders,  and  invent 
strange  ways  of  wiektiiness.  Nay,  the  teni- 
pie  itself  is  become  the  receptacle  of  all,  and 
this  divine  place  is  polluted  by  the  hands  ol 
those  of  our  own  country;  which  place  hath 
yet  been  reverenced  by  the  Romans  w  hen  it  was 
at  a  distance  from  them,  when  they  have  suf- 
fered many  of  their  own  customs  to  give 
place  to  our  law.  And,  after  ail  this,  uo  you 
expect  Uira  whom  you  have  so  impiously 
abused  to  be  your  supporter?  To  be  sure 
then  you  have  a  right  to  be  petitioners,  and 
to  call  upon  him  to  assist  you,  so  pure  are 
your  hands  1  Did  your  king  [HezckiahJ 
litt  up  such  bands  in  prayer  to  God  agdinst 
the  king  of  Assyria,  when  he  destroyed  that 
great  army  in  one  night?  And  do  the  Ro- 
mans commit  such  wickedness  as  did  the  king 
of  Assyria,  that  you  may  have  reason  to  hope 
for  the  like  vengeance  upon  them?  Did  not 
that  king  accept  of  money  from  our  king  upon 
this  condition,  that  he  should  rot  de>troj- 
the  city,  and  yet,  contrary  to  the  oath  he  i-iil 
taken,  he  came  down  to  burn  the  ttmpk? 
while  the  Romans  do  demand  no  more  Uiau 
that  accustomed  tribute  which  our  fathers 
paid  to  their  fathers;  and  if  they  may  hut 
once  obtain  that,  tbcy  neither  aim  to  destroy 
this  city,  nor  to  touch  ti.is  sanctuary;  nay, 
tbey  will  grant  you  besi.les,  that  yout  pi.btf^ 
nty  shall  be  free,  and  your  possessions  secuie»» 
to  you,  and  will  preserve  yoi.r  huly  iaw^ 
UiViolaie  to  you.       And  it  is  pum  mauiMss 
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to  expect  that  God  ehould  appear  as  well  t),(,ni.     O  hard-h«arted  -nretches  a»  too  are! 


disposed  towards  tbe  wicked  as  towards  the 
righleo.is,  since  he  knows  when  it  is  proper 
to  pjnish  men  for  their  sins  iininediately: 
accordingly  he  brake  the  power  of  the  Assy- 
rians the  very  first  night  that  they  pitcbcd 
their  camp.  Wherefore,  liad  he  judged  that 
our  nation  was  worthy  of  freedom,  or  the 
Romans  of  punishment,  he  had  innnediately 
inflicted  punishment  upon  those  Uonians,  as 
he  did  upon  the  Assyrians,  when  Pompey 
began  to  meddle  with  our  nation,  or  when 
after  him  Sosius  came  up  against  us,  or  when 
Vespasian  Uid  waste  tJalilee,  or,  lastly,  when 
Titus  came  first  of  all  near  to  this  city; 
although  Magnus  and  ^osius  did  not  only  suf- 


cast  away  all  your  arms,  and  take  pity  of  your 
country  already  going  to  ruin  ;  return  fmm 
your  wicked  ways,  and  have  regard  to  the 
excellency  of  that  city  which  you  are  going 
to  betray,  to  that  excellent  temple  with  the 
donations  of  so  many  countries  in  it.  Who 
could  bear  to  he  the  first  to  set  that  temple 
on  fire !  who  could  be  willing  that  these  things 
should  l>e  no  more !  and  what  is  there  th-t 
can  better  deserve  to  he  preserved !  O  insen- 
sible creatures,  anil  more  stupid  than  are  the 
stones  themselves  !  .\nil  if  yon  cannot  look 
at  these  things  with  discerning  eyes,  yet, 
however,  have  pity  upon  your  families,  and 
set  before  every  one  of  your  eyes  your  ehil 


fer  nothing,  hut  took  the  city  by  force;  as  did 'dren.  and  wives  and  parents,  who  will  bo 
Vespasicn  go  from  the  war  he  made  against  gradually  consumed  either  by  famine  or  by 
you  to  receive  the  empire;  and  as  for  Titus,  |  war.  I  am  sensible  that  this  danger  will 
those  springs  that  were  formerly  almost  dried  extend  to  my  mother,  and  wife,  and  to  that 
up  when  they  were  under  your  power,'  since 'ifamily  of  mine  who  h:ive  been  by  no  means 
he  is  come,  run  more  plentifully  than  they  ignoble,  and  indeed  to  one  tliat  hath  been  very 
did  before;  accordingly,  you  know  that  eminent  in  old  times;  and  perhaps  you  may 
Siloain,  as  well  as  all  thu  other  springs  that  imagine  that  it  is  on  their  account  only  thai 
were  without  the  city,  did  so  far  fail,  that  I   give  you    this    advice:    if  that  be  all,  kill 


water  was  sold  by  distinct  nlea^urts;  whereas 
they  now  have  such  a  great  rjuantity  ot  water 
for  your  enemies,  as  is  sutlicient  not  only 
fur  drink  both  for  themselves  ana  tneir 
cattle,  but  for  watering  their  gardens  aiso. 
Tbe  same  wonderful  sign  you  had  also  exn»- 
rience  of  formerly,  when  tbe  fore-nient,oned 
king  of  Babylon  made  war  against  us,  and 
when  he  took  the  city  and  burnt  the  teinnle; 
while  yet  I  believe  tbe  Jews  of  that  aee  were 
not  so  impious  as  you  are.  Wherefore  1 
cannot  but  suppose  that  God  is  dcd  out 
of  his  sanctuary,  and  stands  on  tbe  side  of 
those  against  whom  you  fight,  ^lovv,  even  a 
man,  if  he  he  but  a  good  man,  will  Uy  from 
an  impure  house,  and  will  bale  those  that  arc 
iu  it;  and  do  you  persuade  yourselves  that 
God  wUl  abide  with  you  in  your  iniquities, 
who  sees  all  secret  things,  and  hears  what 
is  kept  most  private!  Now,  what  crime  is 
there,  1  pray  you,  that  is  so  much  as  kept 
secret  among  you,  or  is  concealed  by  you  I 
nay,  what  is  there  that  is  not  open  to  your 
very  enemiesl  for  you  show  your  transgres- 
sions after  a  pompous  manner,  and  contend 
one  with  another  which  of  you  shall  be  more 
wicked  than  another;  and  you  make  a  public 
demonstration  of  your  injustice,  as  if  it  were 
virtuel  However,  there  is  a  place  left  for 
your  preservation,  if  you  be  wilhng  to  accept 
of  it;  and  God  is  easily  reconciled  to  those 
that    confess    their    faults,    and    repent    of 

•  This  drying  Dp  of  thpJenisalrm  fountain  of  Silnam, 
when  tlie  Jewi  wanted  it.  and  its  flowing  ahundanlly 
wUea  tlie  enemies  of  Ihe  .lews  wanted  tU  and  tlit^se  butli 
in  the  dayi  of  Zedrkiati  and  of  Titns  (and  this  la^t  as  a 
^Ttaiti  ei'ent  well  Loown  by  the  J»ws  at  that  tinie.  as 
Jojephus  here  tellt  mem  openly  to  their  faces),  are  very 
•emarkatJie  iDktanc*-!  of  a  Divine  I'rovi  lence  tor  Ih^ 
aunisyiinent  ol  tne  Jewish  nation,  when  ttif-y  "ere  ifrowo 
eery  wielded,  at  both  tboie  times  of  tlM  dest^'ucuoo  of 


them ;  nay,  tike  my  own  blood  as  a  reward, 
if  it  mav  but  procure  your  preservation  ;  for 
I  am  ready  to  die  in  case  you  will  but  return 
to  a  sound  mind  after  my  death. 


CHAPTER  X. 


HOW     A    GREAT     MANY    01 

NESTLY     ENDEAVOUUED 
ROMANS  ;        AS       ALSO 
THINGS      THOSE      TH.VT 


'  THE  PEOPLE  BAR- 
TO  DESERT  TO  THB 
WHAT  INTOLERABLK 
STAID      BEHIND      SUP- 


FERED     BY     FAMINE, 
(JtJENCES    THEIIEOF. 


AND     THE    BAD     CONSB 


§  1.  As  Josephus  was  speaking  thus  with  a 
loud  voice,  the  seditious  would  neither  yield 
to  what  he  said,  nor  did  they  deem  it  safe  for 
them  to  alter  their  conduct ;  but  as  for  the 
people,  they  had  a  great  inclination  to  desert 
to  the  Romans;  accordingly,  some  of  them 
sold  what  they  had,  and  even  the  most  pre- 
cious things  that  hail  been  laid  up  as  treasures 
by  them,  for  a  very  small  matter,  and  swal- 
lowed down  pieces  of  golJ,  that  they  might 
not  be  found  out  by  the  robbers;  and  when 
they  had  escaped  to  the  Romans,  went  to  stool, 
and  had  wherewithal  to  provide  plentifully 
for  themselves ;  for  Titus  let  a  great  number 
of  them  go  awny  into  the  country,  whither 
they  pleased  ;  and  the  main  reasons  why  they 
were  so  ready  to  desert  were  these :  That  now 
they  should  be  freed  from  those  miseries 
which  they  had  endured  in  that  city,  and  yet 
should  not  be  in  slavery  to  the  Romans:  how- 
ever, John  and  Simon,  with  their  factions,  did 
more  carefully  watch  these  men's  going  out 
than  they  did  the  coming  in  of  the  Romans; 
and,   if   any  one   did    but    afford   the   least 
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b^iaticw  of  suspicion  of  such  an  intention,  bis 
Ui-'o^  w&i  cut  immediately, 

2.  Bat  as  for  the  richer  sort,  it  proved  all 
arc  to  them  whether  they  staid  in  the  city  or 
.attempted  to  get  out  of  it,  for  they  were 
c«lually  destroyed  in  both  cases ;  fur  every 
such  person  was  put  to  death  under  this  pre- 
tence, that  they  were  going  to  desert, — but  in 
(eaiity  that  the  robbers  might  get  what  they 
had.  The  madness  of  the  seditious  did  also 
increase  together  with  their  famine,  and  both 
those  miseries  were  every  day  indamed  more 
and  fDore;  for  there  waa  no  corn  which  any- 
wiiere  appeared  publicly,  but  the  robbers  came 
ruuning  into,  and  searched  men's  private 
hoUM-s ;  anil  then,  if  they  found  any,  they 
lorioenlud  tht^^jn,  because  tbiy  had  denied  they 
bad  any  ;  and  if  they  found  none,  they  tor* 
menled  theai  worse,  because  they  supposed 
they  had  more  carefully  concealed  it.  The 
Inuicatiun  they  made  use  of  whether  they  had 
any  or  nut,  was  taken  from  the  bodies  of  these 
iLisurable  wretches;  which,  if  they  were  in 
Jood  case,  they  supposed  they  were  in  no  want 
it  all  lii  food;  but  if  they  were  wasted  away, 
Ibey  waliked  olf  without  searchir.g  ai.y  far- 
Ihei :  ncrdid  they  think  it  proper  to  kiil  such 
IS  tLcse,  because-  tlicy  saw  they  wou'.d  very 
ioon  die  of  themselves  for  want  of  food. 
Mai^y  there  were  indeed  who  sold  what  they 
jud  for  one  measure;  it  was  of  wheat,  :f  tl.cy 
Wtre  of  the  richer  sort;  but  of  bariiy,  if  they 
were  poorer.  When  these  bad  so  done,  they 
shut  themselves  up  in  the  inmost  rooms  of 
Iheir  bouses,  and  ate  the  corn  they  had  gotten; 
jome  did  it  without  grinding  it,  by  rt^son  of 
.be  evlremity  of  the  want  they  were  in,  and 
jthers  baked  bread  of  it,  according  as  neces- 
hty  and  tear  dictated  to  them:  a  table  was 
nowhere  laid  for  a  distinct  meal,  but  they 
matched  the  bread  out  of  the  tire,  half  baked, 
and  ate  it  very  hastily. 

3.  It  was  now  a  miserable  case,  and  a 
sight  <hat  would  justly  bring  tears  into  our 
eyes,  how  men  stood  as  to  their  food,  while 
tbe  more  powerful  had  more  than  enough, 
and  the  weaker  \»ere  lamenting  [for  want  of 
it].  But  the  famine  was  too  hard  for  all  other 
passions,  and  it  is  destructive  to  nothing  so 
ii.uch  as  to  modesty;  for  what  was  otherwise 
worthy  of  reverence  was  in  this  case  despised; 
insomuch  that  children  pulled  the  very  mor- 
sels that  their  fathers  were  eating  out  of  their 
very  mouths,  and  what  was  stiil  more  to  hn 
pitied,  so  did  the  mothers  do  as  to  their  iii- 
lanls;  ajid  when  those  that  were  most  dear 

/  were  perishii]g  under  their  hands,  they  were 
not  ashaiced  to  take  from  them  the  very  last 
drops  that  might  preserve  their  lives ;  and 
while  they  ate  alter  this  manner,  yet  were  they 
not  concealed  in  so  doing;  but  the  seditious 
everywhere  came  upon  them  immediately,  and 
BTv^lohed  away  frouj  them  what  they  hau  gut- 
ten  truiii  others;  fur  when  they  saw  any  bouse 
shut  up,  this  was  to  them  a  signal  mat  the 


people  within  had  gotten  some  food;  where- 
upon they  broke  open  the  door«,  and  ran  in, 
and  took  pieces  of  what  they  were  eating, 
almost  up  out  of  their  very  throats,  and  this 
by  force :  the  old  men,  who  held  their 
food  fast,  were  beaten  ;  and  if  the  women, 
hid  what  they  bad  within  their  bands,  their 
hair  was  torn  for  so  doing;  nor  was  there 
any  commi>eration  shown  either  to  the  aged 
or  to  infants,  but  tbey  Utted  up  children  trom 
tbe  ground  as  they  hung  upon  the  morsels 
they  bad  gotten,  and  shook  them  down  upon 
the  Hoor;  but  still  were  they  more  barba- 
rously cruel  to  those  that  had  prevented  their 
coming  in,  and  had  actually  swallowed  down 
what  they  were  going  to  seize  upon,  as  if  they 
had  been  unjustly  Uefrauded  ot  their  right. 
They  also  invented  terrible  methods  of  tor- 
ment to  discover  where  any  food  was,  and 
they  were  these:  to  stop  up  tbe  passages  of 
the  privy  parts  of  the  miserable  wretches,  and 
to  drive  sharp  stakes  up  their  fundamental 
and  a  man  was  foiced  to  bear  what  it  is  terri- 
ble even  to  bear,  in  order  to  make  biiu  con- 
fess that  he  had  but  one  loaf  ot  bread,  or  that 
be  might  discover  a  handt'ul  of  barley -meal 
that  was  concealed;  and  this  was  done  when 
these  tormentors  were  not  themselves  hungry; 
for  tike  thing  had  been  less  barbarous  had 
necessity  forced  them  to  it;  but  this  was  done 
to  keep  their  madness  in  exercise,  and  as  mak- 
ir»g  preparation  of  provisions  ibr  themselves 
tor  the  tollow'ing  days.  These  men  went  also 
to  meet  those  that  bad  crept  out  of  the  city 
by  night,  as  far  as  tbe  Human  guards,  to  ga- 
ther some  plants  and  herbs  that  grew  wilu; 
and  when  those  people  thought  they  bad  gut 
clear  of  the  enemy,  these  snatched  trom  them 
what  tbey  had  brought  with  them,  even  while 
they  had  frequently  entreated  them,  and  that 
by  calliiig  upon  the  tremendous  name  of  God, 
to  give  them  back  some  part  of  what  tbey  bad 
brought;  though  these  would  not  give  them 
the  least  crunib;  and  they  were  to  be  well 
contented  that  tbey  were  only  spoiled,  and 
not  slain  at  tbe  same  time. 

4.  These  were  the  afflictions  which  tbe 
lower  sort  of  people  suflered  from  these  ty- 
rants'guards;  but  for  the  men  that  were  in 
dignity,  and  withal  were  rich,  tbey  were  car- 
ried before  the  tyrants  themselves;  some  of 
whom  were  falsely  accused  of  la\ing  treache- 
rous plots,  and  so  were  destro)ed;  others  of 
them  were  charged  with  Uesigiis  of  betraying 
tbe  city  to  the  Komans':  but  the  readiest  way 
of  all  wajj  this,  to  suborn  somebody  to  aAirm 
that  they  were  resolved  to  desert  to  the 
enemy;  and  he  who  was  utterly  despoiled  of 
what  he  had  by  Simon,  was  sent  back  again 
to  John,  as  of  those  who  had  been  already 
plundered  by  Jubn,  Simon  gut  what  reinaiucU; 
insomuch  that  they  orank  the  blood  ot  tbe 
populace  tu  one  another,  and  divided  iIh: 
uead  bodies  of  the  poor  creatures  between 
them-  so  that  although,  on  account  of  their' 
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arobition  after  dominion,  tb«y  contended  with 
each  other,  yet  did  they  very  well  apree  in 
Iheir  wicked  practices;  for  he  that  did  not 
cooiinunicate  what  he  had  pot  by  the  miseries 
of  others  to  the  other  tyrant,  seemed  to  be  too 
little  gailty,  and  in  one  respect  only;  and  be 
that  did  not  parUike  of  what  was  so  communi- 
cated to  liim,  grieved  at  thi;*,  as  at  the  loss  of 
what  WHS  a  valuable  thing,  that  be  bad  no 
share  in  such  barbaiity. 

5.  it  is  therefore  impossible  to  po  distinctly 
over  every  instance  of  tbe^e  men's  iniquity. 
isball  therefore  spenk  niy  mind  here  at  once 
riefly:  —  That  neiilter  till  any  other  city  ever 
autfer  such  miseries,  nor  did  any  ape  ever 
breed  a  generation  more  fruitful  in  wicked- 
ness than  this  was,  from  <he  beginning  of  the 
worlii.  Finally,  they  brought  the  Hebrew 
nation  into  contempt,  that  they  niiu'ht  theni- 
selvea  appear  comparatively  les^s  impious  with 
re^'ard  to  strangt-rs.  They  confessed  what 
was  true,  that  they  were  the  slaves,  the  sriim, 
and  the  spurious  and  abortive  oiftipring  of  our 
nation,  while  they  overPhrew  the  city  them- 
selves and  forced  the  Romans,  whether  they 
would  or  no,  to  giiin  a  melancholy  reputation, 
by  acting  gloriously  aguinst  them,  and  did 
almost  draw  that  tire  upon  the  temple,  which 
they  seemed  to  think  came  too  slowly;  and, 
indeed,  when  they  saw  that  temple  barning 
from  the  upper  city,  they  were  neither  trou- 
bled at  it,  nor  did  they  shed  any  tears  en 
that  account,  while  yet  these  passions  were 
discovered  among  the  Romans  themselves: 
which  circumstances  we  shall  speak  of  here- 
after in  their  proper  place,  when  we  come  to 
treat  of  such  matters. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

HOW  THE  JEWS  WERE  CRUCIFIED  BEFORE 
THE  W\LL3  or  THE  CITY.  CONCEUSING 
ANTIOCHUS  EPIPHANES;  AND  Ht)W  THE 
JEWS  OVERTHREW  THE  BANKS  THAT  HAD 
BEEN   RAISED  BY  THE  ROMANS. 

§  !.  So  now  Titus's  banks  were  advanced 
a  great  way,  notwithstanding  his  soldiers  had 
been  very  much  distressed  from  the  wall.  He 
then  sent  a  party  of  horsemen,  and  ordered 
they  should  lay  ambushes  fur  those  that  went 
out  into  the  valleys  to  gather  food.  Some  of 
these  were  indeed  fighting  men,  who  were  not 
contented  with  what  they  got  by  rapine;  but 
the  greater  part  of  theiu  were  poor  people 
who  were  deterred  from  deserting  by  the  con- 
cern they  were  under  for  their  own  relations: 
for  they  could  not  hope  to  escape  away,  toge- 
ther with  their  wives  and  children,  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  seditious;  nor  could 
they  think  of  leaving  these  relations  to  be 
liltiiii  by  the  robbers  on  thoir  account;  nay, 
the  severity  of  the  famine  made  tbem  bold  in 


thus  goin^  out:  so  nothings  remained  but  that, 

when  they  were  concealed  from  the  robborp, 
they  should  be  taken  by  the  cntmy;  and 
when  they  wore  going  to  be  taken,  they  were 
forced  to  defend  themselves,  for  fear  of  being 
punishc<]:  as  after  they  had  fought,  they 
thought  it  too  late  to  make  any  suppbcations 
for  mercy:  so  they  were  tirst  whipped,  anf* 
then  tormented  with  all  sorts  of  torture 
before  they  died,  and  were  then  crucifie* 
l>efore  the  wall  of  the  city.  This  miserable 
procedure  made  Titus  greatly  to  pity  them, 
while  they  caught  every  day  five  hundred 
Jews;  nay,  some  days  they  caught  more;  yet 
did  it  not  appear  to  be  safe  for  him  to  let  those 
that  were  taken  \>y  fnrce  go  their  ^^•ay;  and 
to  set  a  guard  over  so  many,  he  saw  woidd 
be  to  make  such  as  guariled  them  useless  to 
hitn.  The  ti.ain  rea-^oti  why  he  rii'l  not  forbid 
that  cruelty  was  this,  that  he  hoped  the  Jews 
nii^ht  perhaps  yield  at  thiit  siubt,  ont  of  fear 
lest  they  niight  themselves  afterwards  be  liablr 
to  the  same  cruel  treatment.  So  tbe  soldiery, 
out  of  the  wrath  and  hatred  they  bore  the 
Jews,  nailed  those  they  caught,  one  after  one 
way,  and  another  after  another,  to  the  crosscF<, 
by  way  of  jest;  when  their  midtitude  was  so 
great  that  room  was  wanting  for  the  crosses, 
and  crosses  wanting  for  the  bodies.* 

'2,  But  so  far  were  the  seditious  from  repent* 
inp  at  this  sad  i-ight,  that,  on  the  contrary, 
they  made  the  rest  of  the  multitude  beUevfi 
ot!ierwi«e;  for  they  brought  the  relations  of 
tho-^e  that  had  deserted  upon  the  wall,  with 
such  of  the  populace  as  were  very  eager  to 
go  over  upon  the  security  offered  them,  and 
showed  them  what  miseries  those  underwent 
who  fled  to  the  Romans;  and  told  them  that 
those  who  were  caught  were  supplicants  to 
them,  and  not  such  as  were  taken  prisoners. 
This  sight  kept  many  of  those  within  the  city 
who  were  so  eager  to  desert,  till  the  truth  was 
known;  yet  did  some  of  them  run  away  Imme- 
diately as  unto  certain  punishment,  esteemnig 
death  from  their  enemies  to  be  a  cjuiet  depar- 
ture,if  compared  with  that  by  famine.  SoTjIus 
commanded  that  the  hands  of  many  of  those 
that  were  caught  should  be  cut  oif,  that  thej 
might  not  be  thought  deserters,  and  niight  be 
credited  on  account  of  the  calamity  they  were 
under,  and  sent  them  in  to  John  and  Sunoti, 
with  this  exhortation,  that  they  would  now 
at  length  leave  otf  [their  madness],  and  not 
force  him  to  destroy  the  city,  whereby  they 
vvould  have  those  adviintages  of  repentance, 
even  in  their  utmost  distress,  that  they  would 
preserve  their  own  lives,  and  so  tine  a  city 
of  their  own,  and  that  temple  which  wa* 
their  peculiar.  He  then  went  round  about 
the  banks  that   were  cast  up,  and  hastened 

•  Rfland  very  properly  takes  nolice  liere.  how  justly 
this  jUflkjuiciU  cjine  ujion  llie  J«-ws.  »*  hi-n  ihry  wevt  ciU- 
irified  111  Midi  iiiullituilt-s  t>>i;fllier.  Itiiit  liift  Uviusiti 
rtaiilf'i  riMMi  lor  llic  (■r()S>(^>,  itiiti  crnsses  fur  lUc  tiortiPS 
ul  Utv»tf  Jeus,  hincc  they  Im'l  t)rou<ljt  >iii3  jndgiuuQt  on 
tbemulvet  by  llie  cructtixion  of  Uiuir  Vie 
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tbem,  in  order  to  show  that  his  words  should 
in  no  long  time  be  tullow<;d  by  bis  deeds. 
In  answer  to  which,  the  seditious  cast  re- 
proaches upon  Caesar  himsel£,  and  upon  his 
father  also,  and  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice, 
that  they  contemned  death,  and  did  well  in 
preferring  it  before  slavery;  that  they  would 
do  all  the  mischief  to  tbe  Romans  they  could 
while  they  had  breath  in  them;  and  that  for 
their  own  city,  since  they  were,  as  be  said,  to 
be  destroyed,  tbey  had  no  concern  about  it. 
Bud  that  tbe  world  itself  was  a  better  temple  to 
God  than  this.  That  yet  this  temple  would 
be  preserved  by  him  that  inhabited  therein, 
whom  they  still  had  for  their  assistant  in  this 
war,  and  did  therefore  laugh  at  all  his 
threatenings,  which  would  come  to  nothing ; 
because  tbe  conclusion  of  the  whole  depended 
upon  God  only.  These  words  were  mixed 
with  reproaches,  and  with  them  they  made  a 
nighty  clamour. 

3.  in  tbe  mean  time  Antiochus  Epiphanes 
came  to  tbe  city,  having  with  him  a  conside- 
rable number  of  other  armed  men,  and  a  band 
ciUed  the  Macedonian  Band  about  him,  all 
of  the  same  age,  tall,  and  just  past  their  child- 
hood, armed,  and  instructed  alter  the  Mace- 
donian manner,  whence  it  was  that  they  took 
that  name.  Yet  were  many  of  them  un- 
worthy of  so  famous  a  nation;  fur  it  bad  so 
happened,  that  the  king  of  Commagene  bad 
flourished  more  than  other  kings  ;hat  were 
under  the  power  of  the  Romans,  till  a  chance 
happened  in  his  condition  ;  and  when  be  was 
become  an  old  man,  he  declared  plainly  ttiat 
we  ought  not  to  call  any  man  happy  before 
be  is  dead.  But  this  son  of  bis,  wno  was 
then  come  thither  before  bis  father  was  ae- 
caying,  said  that  he  could  not  but  wonder 
what  made  the  Romans  so  tardy  in  making 
their  attacks  upon  the  wall.  Kow  he  was  a 
warlike  man,  and  naturally  bold  in  exposing 
himself  to  dangers;  he  was  also  so  strong  a 
man,  that  bis  boldness  seldom  failed  of  hav- 
ing success.  Upon  this,  Titus  smiled,  and 
said  be  would  share  the  pains  of  an  attack 
with  him.  However,  Antiochus  went  as  be 
then  was,  and  with  bis  Macedonians  made  a 
sudden  assault  upon  the  wall;  and,  indeed, 
for  his  own  part,  his  strength  and  skill  were 
so  great,  that  he  guarded  himself  from  the 
Jewish  darts,  and  yet  shot  his  darts  at  them, 
'vhile  yet  the  young  men  with  him  were 
almost  all  sorely  galled;  for  they  had  so  great 
a  regard  to  the  promises  that  had  been  madc 
of  their  courage,  that  they  would  neeiis  per- 
severe in  their  fighting,  and  at  length  many 
of  them  retired,  but  not  till  they  were 
wounded;  and  then  they  perceived  that  true 
Macedonians,  if  they  were  to  be  conjuerors, 
must  have  Alexander's  good  fortune  also. 

4.  Now,  as  the  Romans  began  to  raise  theii 
banks  on  the  twelfth  day  of  the  month  Arie- 
mi»ias  L'^yur],  so  Lad  they  much  aiio  to  ti.ii>;. 
them   by  the   twenty-ninth  day  of  the  ^-aul- 


month.  after  they  had  laboured  hard  for  seven- 
teen days  continually  ;  for  there  were  now 
tour  great  banks  raised,  one  of  which  was  at 
the  tower  of  Antonia;  this  was  raised  by  the 
tilth  legion,  over  against  the  middle  of  that 
pool  which  was  called  Struthius.  Another 
was  cast  up  by  the  twelfth  legion,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  about  twenty  cubits  from  tbe  other. 
But  the  labours  of  the  tenth  legion,  which  lay 
a  great  w.iy  otT  these,  were  on  the  north  quar- 
ter, and  at  the  pool  called  Amygdalon ;  as 
was  that  of  tbe  fifteenth  legion  about  thirty 
cubits  from  it,  and  at  the  high-priest's  monu- 
ment- And  now,  when  the  engines  were 
brought,  John  had  from  within  undermined 
the  space  that  was  over-aarainst  the  tower  of 

l.\ntonia,  as  far  as  the  banks  themselves,  and 
had  supported  the  ground  over  the  mine  with 

I  beams  laid  across  one  another,  whereby  tba 
Roman  works  stood  upon  an  uncertain  foun- 
dation. Then  did  he  order  such  materials  to 
be  brought  iii  as  were  daubed  over  with  pitch 
and  bitumen,  and  set  them  on  fire:  and  as 
the  cross-beams  that  supported  the  banks  were 
burning,  the  ditch  yielded  on  the  sudden, 
and  the  banks  were  shaken  down,  and  fell 
into  the  ditch  with  a  prodigious  noise.  Now 
at  the  tlrst  there  arose  a  very  thick  smoke  and 
dust,  as  the  fire  was  choked  with  the  fall  of 
the  bank ;  hut  as  the  suffocated  materials  were 
now  gradually  consumed,  a  plain  llamc  brake 
out :  on  wluch  sudden  appearance  of  the 
flame  a  consternation  fell  upon  the  Romans, 
and  the  shrewdness  of  the  contrivance  dis- 
couraged them  ;  and,  indeed,  this  accident  com- 
ing upon  them  at  a  lime  when  they  thought 
they  had  already  gained  their  point,  cooled 
their  hopes  for  the  time  to  come.  They 
also  thought  it  would  be  to  no  purpose  to 
take  the  pains  to  extinguish  the  fire,  since, 
if  it  were  extinguished,  the  banks  were 
swallowed  up  already  [and  beeome  useless 
to  them]. 

5.  Two  days  after  this,  Simon  and  his  party 
made  an  attempt  to  destroy  the  other  banks  ; 
for  the  Romans  had  brought  their  engines  to 
bear  there,  and  began  already  to  make  the 
wall  shake.  And  here  one  Tephtheus,  of 
Garsis,  a  city  of  Galilee,  and  Megassarus, 
one  who  was  derived  from  some  of  queen 
Mariamne's  servants,  and  with  them  one  from 
Adiabcne,  he  wa?  the  son  of  Xabateus,  and 
called  by  the  name  of  Chagiras,  from  the  ill 

{fortune  he  had.  the  word   signifying  "a  lame 

iman,"  snat 'hed  some  torches  and  ran  sud- 
denly upon  the  engines.  Nor  were  there,  dur- 
ing this  war.  any  men  that  ever  sallied  out  of 
the  city  who  were  their  superiors,  either  in 
I  their  own  boldness,  or  in  the  terror  they  struck 
I  into  their  enemies;  for  they  ran  out  upon  the 
Romans,  not  as  if  they  were  enemies,  but 
frienils,  without  fear  or  delay ;  nor  did  they 
leave  t!i<»ir  enemies  till  they  had  rushed  vio- 
lently throUTh  the  midst  of  them,  and  act  their 
machines  on  fire ;  and  though  they  bad  darta  ' 
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thro\vi)  nt  them  on  every  side,  and  were  on 
evtfy!>idea??!oultcd  with  their  enemies' swords, 
yit  liid  they  not  withdraw  lliemselve;  out  of 
the   dniigera  they   were  in,  till    the  fire   bad 
caught  hold  of  the  instruments;  hut  when  the 
dime   went   up,    the    Komaiis   came    running 
from  their  camp  to  save  their  engines.     Then 
tiid  the  Jews  hinder  their  succours  from  the 
wall,  and  fought  with  those  that  endeavoured 
tti  quench  the  fire,  without  any  regard  to  the 
danger  their  bodies  were  in.      So  the  Romans 
pulled   the   engines   out   of   the   fire,    while 
the  hurdles  that  covered  them  were  on  fire; 
but  the  Jews  caught  hold   of  the  battering- 
rams  through  the  flume  itself,  and  held  them 
fjst,    although    the    iron    upon    them    was 
become   red   hot;    and    now   the    fire    spread 
itself   from   the  engines    to    the    banks,   and 
prevented  those  that  came  to  defend  them; 
and  all   this  while  the   Romans  were  cncom- 
p:issed    round    about    with    the    flame;    and, 
despairing    of    saving    their    works    from    it, 
they  retired   to  their  camp.      Then   did    the 
Jeiv.«  become  atiil  more  and  more  in  number 
by  the   coming   of  those   that   were   within 
the  city  to  their  assistance;  anil  as  they  vvere 
very  bold    upon    the   good   success   they  had 
had,  their  violent  assaults   were  almost  irre- 
sistible;   nay,   they  proceeded  as  far  as    tae 
fortifications  of  the  enemy's  camp,  and  foufht 
with  their  guards.      Now  there  stood  a  boav 
of  soUliers  in  array  before  that  camo,  whic'.i 
succeeded   one   another    by   turns    m    t.ieir 
armour;    and    as    to    those,   the    law   of   the 
Romans   was  terrible,   that  he   who  Icit    his 
po-t  there,  le'  the  occasion  be  whatsoever  it 
might,  he  was  to  die  for  it ;    so  that  body  of 
soldiers,  (.i-eferring  rather  to  die  in  fightinc 
courageously,  than  as  a  punishment  for  their 
cowardice,  stood  firm;    ami  at  the  necessity 
these  men  were  in  of  standing  to  it,  many  01 
the  others  that  had  run  away,  out  of  shame, 
turned   back  again;    and  when  they  had  set 
their  engines  against  the  wall,  they  kept  the 
multitude  from  coming  more  of  them  out  of 
the  city;  [which  they  could  the  more  easily 
do]  because  they  had  made  no  provision  for 
preserving    or   guarding    their  bodies  at  this 
time;   for  the  Jews  fought  now  hand  to  band 
with  all  that  came  in  their  way,  and,  without 
any  caution,  fell  against  the  points  of  their 
enemy's    spears,    and    attacked    them    bodies 
ai^.iinst  bodies;    for  they  were  now  too  hard 
for  the  Romans,  not  so  much  by  their  other 
warlike    actions,    as    by    these     courageous 
assaults    they    made    upon    them;    and    the 
Romans   gave   way  more   to   their   boldness 
than  they  did  to  the  sense  of  the  barm  they 
had  received  from  them. 

i>.  And  now  Titus  was  come  from  the 
tovver  oi  Aiitonia,  whither  he  was  gone  to 
Jooic  one  for  a  place  for  raising  other  banks, 
ana  reproached  the  soldiers  greatly  for  per- 
mtttjiig  their  own  walls  to  be  in  danger,  when 
tary  bad  taken  the  walls  of  their  enemies,  and 


sustaine''  the  fortnne  of  men  besieged,  while 
the  Jews  were  allowed  to  sally  out  against 
them,  though  they  were  already  in  a  sort  of 
prison.  He  then  went  round  atwut  the 
enemy  with  some  chosen  troops,  and  fell  upon 
their  flank  himself;  so  the  Jews,  who  had 
been  before  assaulted  in  their  faces,  wheeled 
about  to  Titus,  and  continued  the  fight. 
The  armies  also  were  now  mixed  one  among 
another,  and  the  dust  that  was  raised  so  far 
hindered  them  from  seeing  one  another,  and 
the  noise  that  was  made  so  far  hindered  them 
from  hearing  one  another,  that  neither  side 
could  di.scern  an  enemy  from  a  friend.  How- 
ever, the  Jews  did  not  flinch,  though  not  so 
much  from  their  real  strength,  as  from  their 
despair  of  deliverance.  The  Romans  also 
woulil  not  yielil,  by  reason  of  the  regard  they 
had  to  glory,  and  to  their  reputation  in  war, 
and  because  ('a;sar  himself  went  into  the 
danger  before  them ;  insomuch  that  I  cannot 
but  think  the  Romans  would  in  the  conclu- 
sion have  now  taken  even  the  whole  multi- 
tude of  the  Jews,  so  very  angry  were  they  at 
them,  had  these  not  prevented  the  upshot  of 
the  battle,  and  retired  into  the  city.  How- 
ever, seeing  the  banks  of  the  Romans  were 
demolished,  these  Romans  were  very  much 
cast  down  upon  the  loss  of  what  had  cost 
them  so  long  pains,  and  this  in  one  hour'» 
time  ;  and  many  indeed  despaired  of  taking 
the  city  with  their  usual  engines  of  war  only. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

TITUS  THOCnnT  FIT  TO  ENCOMPASS  THI  CITY 
BOC.VD  WITH  A  \yALL  ;  AFTER  WHICH  THB 
FAMINE  CO.NSUMED  TUB  PEOPLE  BY  WBOLK 
HOUSES    A.N'D    FAMILIES    TOGETHER. 

§  1.  And  now  did  Titus  consult  with  his 
commanders  what  was  to  be  done.  Those 
that  were  of  the  warmest  tempers,  thought 
he  should  bring  the  whole  army  against  the 
city,  and  storm  the  wall ;  for  that  hitherto  no 
more  than  a  part  of  their  array  had  fought 
with  the  Jews ;  but  that  in  case  the  entire 
army  was  to  come  at  once,  they  would  not  be 
able  to  sustain  their  attacks,  but  would  be 
overwhelmed  by  their  darts :  but  of  those  that 
were  for  a  more  cautious  management,  some 
were  for  raising  their  banks  again  ;  and  others 
advised  to  let  the  banks  alone,  but  to  lie  still 
before  the  city,  to  guard  against  the  coming 
out  of  the  Jews,  and  against  their  carrying  pro- 
visions into  the  city,  and  so  to  leave  the  enemy 
to  the  famine,  and  this  without  direct  fight- 
ing with  them  ;  for  that  despair  was  not  to  be 
conquered,  especially  as  to  those  who  are  desi- 
rous to  die  by  the  sword,  while  a  more  terri- 
ble misery  than  that  is  reserved  for  them 
However,  Titus   did   not   think   it  fit  for  to 
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r""K*  1.1  army  to  lie  entirely  idle, and  that  jet 
i:  iva.;  in  viiia  to  fight  with  those  that  iroulil ' 
V  dnstr(iye1  or.e  by  another;  he  also  showed 
thf'ii  for/ impracticable  it  was  to  cast  up  any 
more  banks,  for  want  of  materials,  and  to 
guard  against  the  Jews'  coining  out,  still  more 
impracticable;  as  also,  that  to  encompass  the 
whole  city  round  with  his  army  was  not  very  j 
easy,  by  reason  of  its  magnilude,  and  the  dif- 
ficulty of  the  situation;  Slid  on  other  accounts 
(ijiigerous,  U|>on  the  sallies  the  Jews  miglit 
make  out  of  the  city;  for  although  they  might 
guard  the  known  passages  out  of  the  place, 
yet  would  thev,  when  they  found  themselves 
under  the  greatest  distress,  contrive  secret 
pissatrcs  out,  as  being  well  acquainted  with 
all  such  placc-i;  mil  if  any  provisions  were 
carried  in  by  stealth,  the  siege  would  thereby 
be  longer  delayed.  He  also  owned,  that  he 
was  afraid  that  the  length  of  time  thus  to  be 
spent  would  diminish  the  glory  of  bis  suc- 
cess; for  though  it  be  true,  that  length  of 
time  will  perfect  every  thing,  yet,  that  to  do 
wh.1t  ws  do  in  a  little  lime,  is  still  necessary 
to  the  gaining  reputation:  that  therelore  bis 
opinion  was,  that  if  they  aimed  at  quickness 
joined  with  security,  tiiey  must  build  a  wall 
roundabout  the  whole  dty ;  which  was,  be 
thoujht,  the  only  way  to  prevent  the  Jews 
from  coming  out  any  way,  and  that  then  they 
would  either  entirely  despair  of  saving  the 
city,  and  so  would  surrender  it  up  to  hiin,  or 
be  still  the  more  easily  conquered  when  the 
famine  had  farther  weakened  them;  for  that 
besides  this  wall,  he  would  not  lie  entirely  at 
rest  afterward,  but  would  take  care  then  to 
have  banks  raised  again,  when  those  that 
would  oppose  them  were  become  weaker:  but 
that  if  any  one  should  think  such  a  work  to 
be  too  great,  and  not  to  be  finished  without 
much  difficulty,  he  ought  to  consider  that  it 
is  not  tit  for  Romans  to  undertake  any  small 
work,  and  that  none  but  Uod  himself  could 
with  ease  accompbsh  any  great  thing  what- 
soever. 

2.  These  arpumcnts  prevailed  with  the 
commanders.  So  Titus  gave  orders  that  the 
army  should  be  i  istributed  to  their  several 
shares  of  this  work  ;  and  indeed  there  now 
came  upon  the  soldiers  a  certain  dirine  fury. 
50  that  they  did  not  only  part  the  whole  wall 
that  was  to  be  built  among  them,  nop  did 
only  one  legion  strive  with  another,  but  the 
lesser  d^vi^iollsof  the  army  did  the  same;  inso- 
iriich  that  each  soUiier  was  ambitious  to  please 
his  decnrion,  each  decurion  his  centurion, 
each  centurion  his  tribune,  and  the  ambition 
of  the  tribunes  was  to  please  their  superior 
commanders,  while  C;esar  biinself  took  notice 
of  and  rewarded  the  like  contention  in  those 
commanders;  for  he  went  round  aliou:  tlje 
works  many  times  every  day,  and  took  a  view 
of  what  was  done.  Titus  began  the  wall  from 
th'r  (!-4iop  of  the  Assyrians,  where  hia  own 
camp  was  pitched,  aiiU  drew  it  Uowii  to  the 


lower  parts  of  Cenopolis;  thence  it  went 
along  the  valley  of  Cedron  to  the  Mount  ol 
Olives;  it  then  bent  toward  the  south,  and 
encompassed  the  mountain  as  far  as  the  rock 
called  Peristereon,  and  that  other  hill  which 
lies  next  it, and  is  over  the  valley  which  reacbea 
to  Siloam ;  whence  it  bended  agaiu  to  the  west, 
and  went  down  to  the  valley  of  the  Fountain, 
beyond  which  it  went  up  again  at  the  monu- 
ment of  Ananus  the  high-priest,  and  encom- 
passing that  mountain  where  Pompey  had 
formerly  pitched  his  camp,  it  returned  back  to 
the  north  side  of  the  city,  and  was  carried  on 
as  far  as  »  certain  village  ciUed  "  The  Hnusa 
of  the  Erebinthi;"  after  which  it  encompassed 
Herod's  monument,  and  there,  on  the  east, 
was  joined  to  Titus's  own  camp,  where  it 
began.  Now  the  length  of  this  wull  was  forty 
furlongs,  one  only  abated.  Now  on  this  wall 
without  were  erected  thirteen  places  to  keep 
garri-ons  in,  the  circumference  of  which,  put 
together,  amounted  to  ten  furlongs;  the  whole 
WBScompletedinthreedays:  so  that  what  would 
naturally  have  required  some  months,  was 
1  done  in  so  short  an  interval  as  is  incredible. 
When  Thus  had  therefore  encompassed  the 
city  with  this  wall,  and  put  garrisons  into  pro- 
per places,  he  went  round  the  Hall,  at  the  first 
I  watch  of  the  iiiglit,  and  observed  how  the  guard 
I  was  kept  ;  the  second  watch  he  allotted  to 
!  Alexander;  the  commanders  of  legions  took 
i  the  third  watch.  They  also  east  lots  among 
themselves  who  should  be  upon  the  watch  in 
the  night-time,  and  who  should  go  all  night 
long  round  the  spaces  that  were  interposed 
between  the  garrisons. 

3.  So  all  hope  of  escaping  was  now  cut  off 
from  the  Jews,  together  with  their  liberty  of 
I  going  out  of  the  city.  Then  did  the  fauiine 
'  sviden  its  progress,  and  devoured  the  people 
bv  whole  houses  and  families ;  the  upper 
rooms  were  full  of  women  and  children  that 
were  dyin^  by  famine;  and  the  lanes  of  the 
city  were  full  of  the  dead  bodies  of  the  aged; 
the  children  also  and  the  young  men  wandered 
about  the  market-places  like  shadows,  all 
swelled  with  'he  taiiiine,  and  fell  down  dead 
wheresoever  their  misery  seized  them.  As 
for  burying  them,  those  that  were  sick  thein- 
seires  were  not  able  to  do  it;  and  those  that 
were  hearty  and  well,  were  deterred  from 
doing  it  by  the  great  multitude  of  tuose  dead 
bodies,  and  by  the  uncertainty  there  was  how- 
soon  they  should  die  themselves;  for  many 
died  as  they  were  burying  others,  and  many 
went  to  their  coffins  before  that  fatal  hour 
Has  come!  Xor  was  there  any  lameu'jalioo 
made  under  these  calamities,  nor  were  heard 
any  mournful  complaints;  but  the  famine 
confounded  all  natural  passions;  for  those 
w  ho  were  just  going  to  die,  looked  upon  those 
that  were  gone  to  their  rest  before  theio  with 
(iry  eyes  and  open  mouths.  A  deep  siieuee 
also,  and  a  kiud  of  deai;ly  night,  had  seized 
uyon  the  city;   while   »et  the  robbers  »€t« 
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stn  nr.ore  terrible  than  these  miseries  were 
themselves;  for  they  brake  open  those  houses 
which  were  no  other  than  graves  of  dead 
bodies,  and  plundered  them  of  what  they  had; 
and  ciirrvinf;  off  the  covcrin;^  of  their  bodies, 
went  out  laughing,  and  tried  the  points  of 
their  swords  on  thejr  dead  bodies;  and,  in 
order  to  prove  what  mettle  they  were  made 
of,  thfv  thrust  some  of  those  through  that 
still  lay  alive  upon  the  ground;  but  for  those 
that  entreated  them  to  lend  them  their  right 
hand,  and  their  sword  to  dispatch  them,  they 
were  too  proud  to  grant  their  requests,  and 
left  them  to  be  consumed  by  the  bmine. 
Now  every  one  of  these  died  with  their  eyes 
fixed  upon  the  temple,  and  left  the  seditious 
alive  behind  them.  Now  the  seditious  at 
first  gave  orders  that  the  dead  should  be 
buried  out  of  the  public  treasury,  as  not  endu- 
ring the  stench  of  their  dead  bodies.  But 
afterwards,  when  they  could  not  do  that,  they 
had  them  cast  down  from  the  walls  into  the 
Talleys  beneath. 

4.  However,  when  Titus,  in  going  his 
rounds  along  those  valleys,  saw  them  full 
of  dead  bodies,  and  the  thick  putrefaction 
running  about  them,  he  gave  a  groan;  and, 
spreading  out  his  hands  to  heaven,  called 
God  to  witness  that  this  was  nnt  his  doing: 
and  such  was  the  sad  case  of  the  city  itself. 
But  the  Romans  were  very  jojful,  since  none 
of  the  seditious  could  now  make  sallies  out 
of  the  city,  because  they  were  themselves  dis- 
consolate; and  the  famine  already  touched 
them  also.  These  Romans  besides  had  great 
plenty  of  corn  and  other  necessaries  out  of 
Syria,  and  out  of  the  neighbouring  provinces; 
many  of  whom  would  stand  near  to  the  wall 
of  the  city,  and  show  the  people  what  great 
quantities  of  provisious  they  had,  and  so  make 
the  enemy  more  sensible  of  their  famine,  by 
the  great  plenty,  even  to  satiety,  which  they 
had  themselves.  However,  when  the  sedi- 
tious still  showed  no  inclination  of  yielding, 
Titus,  out  of  his  commiseration  of  the  people 
that  remained,  and  out  of  his  earnest  desire 
of  rescuing  what  was  still  left  out  of  these 
miseries,  began  to  raise  his  banks  again, 
although  materials  for  them  were  hard  to  be 
come  at;  for  all  the  trees  that  were  about  the 
city  had  been  already  cut  down  for  the  n  aking 
of  the  former  banks.  Vet  did  the  soldiers 
hrin^'  with  them  other  materials  from  the  (lis- 
t;uice  of  ninety  furlongs,  and  thereby  raised 
banks  in  four  parts,  much  greater  than  the 
former,  though  this  was  done  only  at  the 
tower  of  Antonia.  So  Ca?sar  went  his 
rounds  through  the  legions,  and  hastened  on 
the  works,  and  showed  the  robbers  that  they 
"were  now  in  his  hands.  But  these  men,  and 
these  only,  were  iticapahle  of  repenting  of 
the  ivirkeriness  they  had  hein  gudty  of;  and 
separating  their  souls  fiuin  their  bodies, 
fhey  u-ed  tht^in  both  as  if  the\  belonged  to 
■  Ihcr  folks  and  nu*  to  tbeuiselves.     Kur  no 


gentle  affection  could  tench  their  «0'jls,nor 
could  any  pain  affect  their  bodies,  since  they 
could  still  tear  the  dead  bodies  of  the  jeopie 
ns  dogs  do,  and  fill  the  prisons  with  those 
that  were  sick. 


CHAPTER  Xni. 

THE     GREAT     SLAUGHTERS     ANT)     BACSILCGS 
THAT  WERE  IN  JERUSALEM. 

§  1.  Accordingly  Simon  would  not  suffer 
Matthias,  by  whose  means  he  got  possession 
of  the  city,  to  go  off  without  torment.  This 
Matthias  was  the  son  of  Bocthus,  and  was 
one  of  the  high-priests,  one  that  had  been 
very  faithful  to  the  people,  and  in  great 
esteem  with  them:  he,  when  the  multitude 
were  distressed  by  the  zealots  among  whom 
John  was  numbered,  persuaded  the  people  to 
admit  this  Simon  to  come  in  to  assist  them, 
while  he  had  mode  no  terms  with  him,  nor 
expected  any  thing  that  was  evil  from  him. 
But  when  Simon  was  come  in,  and  had  gotten 
the  city  under  his  power,  he  esteemed  him 
that  had  advised  them  to  admit  him  as  lis 
enemy  equally  with  the  rest,  as  looking  upon 
that  addcc  as  a  piece  of  his  simplicity  ciily: 
so  he  had  him  then  brought  before  him,  and 
condemned  to  die  for  being  on  the  side  of  the 
Romans,  without  g;ving  him  leave  to  make 
his  defence.  He  condemned  also  his  three 
sons  to  die  with  him;  fur  as  to  the  fourth,  be 
prevented  him,  by  running  away  to  Titus 
before.  And  when  he  beyged  for  this,  that 
he  might  be  slain  before  his  sons,  and  that  as 
a  favour,  on  account  that  he  bad  procured 
the  gates  of  the  city  to  be  opened  to  him,  he 
gave  order  that  he  should  be  slain  the  last  of 
them  all;  so  he  was  not  slain  till  he  had  seen 
his  sons  slain  before  his  eyes,  and  that  by 
being  produced  over-aguinst  the  Romans;  for 
such  a  charge  had  Simon  given  to  Ananus, 
the  son  of  Bamadus,  who  was  the  most  bar- 
barous of  all  his  guards.  He  also  jested  upon 
him,  and  told  him  that  he  might  now  see 
whether  those  to  whom  he  intended  to  go 
over,  would  send  him  any  succours  or  not, 
but  still  he  forbade  their  dead  bodies  sbould  he 
buried.  After  the  slaughter  of  these,  a  cer- 
tain priest,  Ananias,  the  son  of  Masambulus, 
a  person  of  eminency,  as  also  Aristeus,  the 
scribe  of  the  sanhedrim,  and  born  at  Emmaus, 
ai;vl  with  them  fifteen  men  of  figure  among 
the  people,  were  slain.  They  also  kept 
Josephus's  father  in  prison,  and  made  public 
proclamation,  that  no  citizen  whosoever  should 
either  speak  to  hiin  himself,  or  go  into  his 
company  among  others,  for  fear  he  sLojiU 
betray  them.  Tliey  also  slew  such  us  joined 
in  lamenting  these  men,  without  any  fartilt/ 
cxauiinauun. 
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A.  Kow  when  Juiias,  the  son  ot  Jutlas,  who 
waii  one  ot  aiiitou's  under  ullicers,  ikiiU  a  pt;r- 
eon  inirubted  by  him  to  keep  one  ot"  the  towers, 
8aw  tDiS  jiroccilure  of  Simon,  he  called  toge- 
ther ten  of  ihu-e  under  him,  that  were  most 
laitbtui  to  liim\perhap3,  this  was  done  partly 
out  of  pity  to  ibose  that  had  so  barbarously 
been  put  to  death;  but,  principally,  in  orter 
to  provide  for  his  own  safety),  and  spoke  thus 
to  them:  —  •' liow  limj  >ball  we  bear  these 
miseries;  or,  what  hopes  have  we  ot  deliver- 
ance by  thus  continuing  faithful  to  such 
wicked  wre.ches?  Is  not  the  famine  already 
come  against  us?  Are  not  the  Romans  in  a 
manner  gotteii  within  the  city?  Is  not  Simon 
become  unfaithful  to  his  benefactors?  And 
ii  there  not  reason  to  fear  he  will  very  soon 
bring  us  to  the  like  punishment,  while  the 
security  the  Romans  otiTer  us  is  sure?  Come 
on,  let  us  surrender  up  this  wall,  and  save 
ourselves  and  the  city.  Nor  will  Simon  be 
very  njuch  hurt,  if,  now  he  despairs  of  deliver- 
ance, he  be  brought  to  justice  a  little  sooner 
than  he  thinks  on."  Now  these  ten  were 
prevailed  upon  by  those  arguments;  so  he 
sent  the  rest  of  those  that  were  under  him, 
some  one  way,  and  some  another,  that  no  dis- 
covery might  be  made  of  what  they  had 
resolved  upon.  Accordingly  he  called  to  the 
Romans  from  the  tower,  about  the  third  hour; 
but  they,  some  of  them  out  of  pride,  despised 
what  he  said,  and  others  of  them  did  not 
believe  him  to  be  in  earnest,  thouga  the 
greatest  number  delayed  the  matter,  as  believ- 
ing they  should  get  possession  of  the  city  in 
a  little  time,  without  any  hazard:  but  when 
Titus  was  just  coming  thither  with  his  armed 
men,  Simon  wai  acquainted  with  the  matter 
before  he  came,  and  presently  took  the  tower 
into  his  own  custody,  before  it  was  surren- 
dered, and  seized  upon  these  men,  and  put 
them  to  death  in  the  sight  of  the  Romans 
themselves;  and  when  he  had  mangled  the'r 
dead  bodies,  he  threw  them  down  before  the 
wall  of  the  city. 

3.  Ill  the  mean  time,  Josepbus,  as  be  was 
going  round  the  city,  bad  liis  head  wounded 
by  a  stone  that  was  thrown  at  him;  upon 
which  he  fell  down  as  giddy.  Upr.n  which 
fall  of  his  the  Jews  made  a  sally,  and  he  had 
been  hurried  away  into  the  city,  if  Cjesar  had 
not  sent  men  to  protect  him  immediately; 
and,  as  these  men  were  fighting,  Josephus  was 
taken  up,  though  he  heard  little  of  what  was 
done.  So  the  seditious  supposed  they  had 
now  elain  that  man  whom  they  were  the  most 
desirous  of  killing,  and  made  thereupon  a 
great  noise,  in  way  of  rejoicing.  This  acci- 
dent was  told  in  the  city ;  and  the  multitude 
that  remained  became  very  disconsolate  at 
the  news,  as  being  persuaded  that  he  was 
really  dead,  on  whose  account  alone  they  could 
venture  to  desert  to  the  Romans ;  but  when 
Josephus's  mother  heard  in  prison  that  her 
ion  was  dead,  she  said  to  those  that  watched 


aoou'  her.  That  she  had  always  beer  o''  opi- 
nion, since  the  siege  of  Jotapata  [that  hew.'-vjd 
be  slain, j  and  she  should  never  ei'joy  h>ui 
alive  any  more.  She  also  made  great  lauiienta- 
tiou  privately  to  the  inaid-servaiits  that  wire 
about  btr,  and  said.  That  this  w«s  all  the 
advantage  she  bad  of  bringing  so  extraordi- 
nary a  person  as  this  so^i  into  the  world ;  that 
sh";  should  not  be  able  even  to  bury  that  sou 
of  hers,  by  whom  she  expected  to  have  been 
buried  herself.  However,  this  faUe  report  nid 
not  put  his  mother  to  pain,  nor  atford  merri- 
ment to  the  robbers  long;  for  Josephus  soon 
recovered  of  his  wound,  and  came  out,  and 
cried  out  aloud.  That  it  would  not  be  long  ere 
they  should  be  punished  for  this  wound  they 
had  given  bim.  He  also  made  a  fresh  exhor- 
tation to  the  people  to  come  out,  upon  I  lie 
security  that  would  be  given  them.  This 
sight  of  Josepnus  encouraged  the  people 
greatly,  and  brought  a  great  consternatiou 
upon  the  seditious. 

4.  Hereupon  some  of  the  (ieserters,  having 
no  other  way,  leaoeil  down  Jroin  the  »  nl  " 
immediately,  wnue  others  ot  them  went  ""t 
ol  tbe  aty  with  stones,  as  it  tbey  would  Uflit 
tbein;  but  thercuoon.  they  fled  away  to  tn^ 
Romans:  —  but  heie  a  i\orae  late  accompanied 
these  than  what  tbev  had  found  witbui  the 
city;  and  they  met  with  a  (juicker  dispaict' 
from  the  too  great  abundance  tbey  had  among 
;  the  Romans,  than  they  cmild  h.we  done  Iniiu 
me  famine  among  the  Jews:  lor  when  tiiry 
came  first  tc  the  Romans,  they  were  pulfed  up 
1  Dv  the  fainme,  and  swelled  Uke  men  in  a 
I  dropsy ;  after  which  tbey  all  on  the  sudden 
I  over-tilled  those  hotiies  that  were  before  enipij, 
land  so  burst  asunder,  excepting  such  only  as 
I  were  skilful  enough  to  restrain  their  appetites, 
and,  by  degrees,  took  in  their  food  into  bouies 
!  unaccustomed  thereto.  Yet  did  another  plague 
seize  upon  those  that  were  thus  preserved;  lor 
there  was  found  among  the  Syrian  deserters 
a  certain  person  who  was  caught  gathering 
pieces  of  gold  out  of  the  excrements  of  the 
Jews'  bellies;  for  the  deserters  used  to  swal. 
low  such  pieces  of  gold,  as  we  tohl  you  belore, 
when  they  came  out;  and  for  these  did  the 
seditious  search  them  all;  for  tr.ere  was  a 
great  quantity  of  gold  in  the  city,  insomuch 
that  as  much  was  now  sold  [in  the  Roman 
camp]  for  twelve  Attic  [drams],  as  was  sold 
before  for  twenty-five;  hut  when  this  con 
trivance  was  discovered  in  one  instance,  the 
fame  of  it  filled  their  several  camps,  that  ths 
deserters  came  to  them  full  of  gold.  So  the 
multitude  of  the  Arabians,  with  the  Syrians, 
cut  up  those  that  came  as  supplicants,  and 
searched  their  bellies.  Nor  does  it  seem  to 
me  that  any  misery  befel  the  Jews  that  waj 
more  terrible  than  this,  since  in  one  night's 
time  about  two  thousand  of  these  deserters 
were  thus  dissected. 

5.  When  Titus  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
this  wicked  practice,  he  had  liked  to  have  bu  • 
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rounded  those  that  had  been  guilty  of  it  with 
bis  horfte,  and  have  shot  theni  dead  ;  and  he 
had  done  it.  bud  not  their  numtwr  been  so 
very  prcat,  and  those  that  were  liable  to  this 


seized  upon  what  were  the  donations  of  fo* 
reiffners ;  and  said  to  those  that  were  with 
him,  that  it  wa?  proper  for  them  to  use  divine 
tbines  while  they  were  tijfhtinp  tor  the  l>ivj- 


punisbnient  would  h.ive  been  manifold  more!  nity.  without  fear,  and  that  such  whose  war- 
tban  tUt^e  whom  they  had  slain.  However,  fare  is  for  the  temple  should  live  of  the  temple, 
he  called  tofft^tber  the  rommatidersof  ihe  auxi*  on  whirh  account  be  emptied  the  vessels  ot  that 
liary  troops  he  had  with  him.  as  well  as  the  sacred  wine  and  oil  which  the  priests  kept  to 
commanders  of  the  Koman  lepions  (for  some  be  poured  on  the  burnt-offerings,  and  whiTh 
of  his  own  soldiers  had  been  also  puilty  here- 1  lay  in  the  inner  court  of  the  temple,  and  dis- 
m,  as  he  had  been  informed)  anr*  hatf  great  1  tributcd  it  among  the  multitude,  who,  in  their 
uidignation  against  both  sorts  of  them,  and  anointing  themselves  and  drinking,  used  [each 
spoke  to  them  as  follows: — "What!  have  of  them]  above  an  bin  of  them:  and  here  I 
any  of  my  own  soldiers  done  such  things  as  '  cannot  but  speak  my  mind,  and  what  the  con- 
this  out  of  the  uncertain  hope  of  gain,  with- '  cern  I  am  under  dictates  to  me,  and  it  is  this: 
out  regarding  their  own  weapons,  which  are  I  suppose,  that  bad  the  Unmans  made  any 
made  of  silver  and  gold?     -Moreover,  do  the    longer  delay  in  coming  against  these  villains. 


Arabians  and  Syrians  now  first  of  all  begin  to 
govern  themselves  as  they  please,  and  to  in- 
dulge their  appetites  in  a  fureign  war,  and 
then,  out  of  their  barbarity  in  murdering  men, 
ami  out  of  their  hatred  to  the  Jews,  get  it 
ascribed  to  the  Romans?" — for  this  inf.imous 
practice  was  said  to  be  spread  among  sojne  of 
bis  own  soldiers  also.  Titus  then  threatened 
that  he  would  put  such  men  to  death,  if  any 
of  them  were  discovered  to  be  so  insolent  as 
to  d<i  so  again :  moreover,  he  gave  it  u»  charge 
to  the  legions,  that  tbey  »hould  make  a  search 
aft^r  such  as  were  suspected,  and  should  bring 
tliem  to  him;  but  it  ap|>e:ired  that  the  love 
of  money  was  too  hard  tor  all  their  dread  of 
punishment,  and  a  \ehement  desire  of  gain  is 
natural  to  men,  and  no  passion  is  so  venture- 
some as  covetousncss  ;  otherwise  such  pas- 
sions have  certain  bounds,  and  are  subordi- 
tiate  to  fear ;  hut  in  reality  it  was  God  who 
condemned  the  whole  nation,  and  turned 
every  course  that  w;i4  taken  for  their  preser- 
\-xtioa  to  tbeir  destruction.  This,  therefore, 
which  was  forbidden  by  C;esar  under  such  a 
threatening,  was  ventured  upon  privately 
against  the  deserters,  and  these  barliarians 
would  go  out  still,  and  meet  tho?e  that  ran 
awav  before  any  saw  them,  and  looking  about 
them  to  see  that  no  Romans  spied  them,  tbey 
dissected  them,  and  pulled  tliis  polluted  n-.oney 
out  of  tbeir  boweU;  which  money  was  still 
founrl  ill  a  few  of  them,  while  yet  a  great 
maiiv  were  destroyed  by  the  bare  hope  there 
was  of  thus  getting  by  them,  which  miserable 
treatment  made  many  that  vvere  deserting  to 
return  back  again  into  the  city. 


the  city  would  either  have  been  swallowed 
up  by  the  ground  opening  upon  them,  or  beci*. 
overflowed  by  water,  or  else  been  destroyed 
by  such  thunder  as  the  country  of  Sodom' 
periahed  by,  for  it  had  brought  forth  a  gene 
ration  of  men  much  more  athiistic;d  than 
were  those  that  suffered  such  punishments; 
for  by  their  madness  it  was  that  all  the  peo- 
ple came  to  he  destroyed. 

7.  And  indeed,  why  do  1  relate  these  par- 
ticular calamities? — while  Manneus,  the  son 
of  Lazarus,  rame  running  to  Titus  at  this 
rery  time,  and  told  bim  that  there  had  been 
carried  out  ihrcugh  that  one  gate,  which  was 
entrusted  to  his  care,  no  fewer  than  a  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  thousainl  ei^'bt  hundred  and 
eighty  dead  bodies,  in  the  interval  between 
the  fourteenth  day  of  the  month  Xanthicus 
[Nisan],  when  the  Romans  pitched  their  cump 
by  the  city,  and  the  first  day  of  the  month 
Panemus  [Tamiiz].  This  was  itself  a  prodi- 
gious multitude;  and  though  this  man  was 
not  himsell'set  as  a  governor  at  that  gate,  yet 
was  he  appointed  to  pay  the  public  stipend 
for  carrying  these  bodies  out,  and  po  was 
obliged  of  necessity  to  nmnlxer  them,  while 
the  rest  were  buried  by  their  relations,  though 
all  their  burial  was  but  thit,  to  bring  them 
away,  and  cast  them  out  of  the  city.  After 
this  man  there  nm  away  to  Titus  many  of  the 
eminent  citizens,  and  told  him  the  entire  nmn- 
[►er  of  the  poor  that  were  dead  ;  and  that  no 
fewer  than  s4x  hundred  thousand  were  thrown 
out  at  the  gates,  though  still  the  number  ot 
the  rest  could  not  be  discovered;  and  tbey 
(old   bim    farther,  that   when   they  were   no 


(>.    But    as   for  John,    when  be   could   no  1  longer  able  to  carry  out  the  dead  bodies  of 


longer  plunder  the  people,  be  betook  himself 
to  sacrilege,  and  melted  down  many  ot  the 
gacred  utensils  which  had  been  given  to  the 
temple ;  as  also  many  of  those  vessels  which 
were  necessary  for  such  as  ministered  about 
boly  things,  the  caldrons,  the  dishes,  and  the 
tables;  nav.  be  did  not  abstain  from  those 
pouring-vessels  that  were  sent  them  by  Au- 
gustus and  his  wife ;  for  the  Ronsan  enipe- 
r(.T»  did  ewr  both  honour  and  miorii  this 
tcM^b"    whereas  th<j»  man,  who  was  a  Jew, 


the  poor,  they  laid  their  corpses  on  heaps  in 
very  large  house*-,  and  shut  them  up  therein; 
as  also  that  a  medimnus  of  wheat  was  sold 
for  a  talent ;  and  that  when,  a  while  after- 

♦  Josrpliiis.  both  Vere  aniJ  before  H*.  iv.  ch.  Tiii.  sert. 
I)  eflrrnis  tlie  land  of  Sorfom.  not  a*  part  of  ibe  lake 
Asplialtiiis,  or  unrler  ils  waters;  but  near  it  only,  a* 
Taritin  aljo  took  the  same  tiotiun  from  liiiii  (Hist  v,  •'>, 
7).  wbirh  the  creai  Kplnnd  t.ik  rs  to  be  the  Tery  ti-tJh, 
Imih  in  liiR  iioie  "-r*  itii<  p'are  iiiiH  in  h's  PalcKiina  )>oia. 
i  ,,  2.'j4— is;,  Ih.i'trh  I  r,iit.er  •iirpo^r  r^irt  of  ll.ji  rc» 
e'l.  r.  <.t  IVn'ai.f.i-- '.-'.<  p.  r«  ui  ■!«  T  ti  »•  vv;.Ir.-iL.r  \Ut  s«uf 
««rt  of  tbmt  Bit%i  hul  pvTl-spo  n»t  tbr  wbole  country. 
3     A. 
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ward,  it  was  not  possible  to  gather  herbs,  by 
reason  the  city  was  all  walled  about,  some 
persons  were  driven  to  that  terrible  distress  as 
to  search  the  common  sewers  and  old  dung- 
bills  of  cattle,  and  to  eat  the  dung  which  they 
got  there  ;  and  what  they  of  old  could  not 
endure  so  much  as  to  see,  they  now  use4  for 


food.  When  the  Romans  barely  beard  a!l 
this,  they  commiserated  their  case;  while  tne 
seditious,  who  saw  it  also,  did  not  repent,  b'tt 
suffered  the  same  distress  to  come  upon  ihem- 
selves;  for  they  were  blinded  bv  that  late 
which  was  already  coming  upon  tue  city,  and 
upon  themsclTet  also. 


BOOK  VI. 

CORTAIICINa  THB  INTERVAL  Of  ABOCT  OKI  MOUTH. 

FROM  THE  GREAT  EXTREMITY  TO  WHICH  THE  JEWS  WERE 
REDUCED,  TO  THE  TAKING  OF  JERUSALEM  BY  TITCS. 


CHAPTER  L 

THAT  THI  KISERIES  OF  THE  JEWS  STILL  GREW 
WORSE;  AND  HOW  THE  ROMANS  UADE  AN 
ASSAULT    JPOS  THE  TOWER  OF  .tNTOMA. 

§  1.  Thds  did  the  miseries  of  Jerusalem 
grow  worse  and  worse  every  day,  and  the  se- 
ditious were.still  more  irritaled  by  the  cala- 
mities they  were  under,  even  while  the  famine 
preyed  upon  themselves,  after  it  bad  preyed 
upon  tbe  people.  Atid  indeed  the  multitude 
of  carcases  that  lay  in  heaps  one  ii[on  ano- 
ther, was  a  horrible  sight,  and  produced  a 
pestilenlial  stench,  which  was  a  binderance  to 
those  that  would  make  sallies  out  of  the  city 
and  tifrfct  the  enemy;  but  as  those  were  to  go 
in  battle  array,  who  had  been  already  useci  to 
ten  thous:ind  murders,  and  must  tread  upon 
those  dead  bodies  as  they  marched  along,  so 
were  not  ibey  terrified,  nor  did  they  pity  men 
as  thev  marched  over  them ;  nor  <:id  they 
deem  this  affront  offered  to  the  deceased  to. 
be  anv  ill  omen  to  themselves;  but  as  ihey^ 
bad  their  right  hands  already  polluted  with 
the  murders  of  their  own  countrymen,  and  in 
that  condition  ran  out  to  fight  with  foreigners, 
tbev  seem  to  me  to  have  cast  a  reproach  upon 
God  himself,  as  if  he  were  too  slow  m  pun- 
ishing them  ;  for  tbe  war  was  not  now  gone 
on  with  as  if  they  had  any  hope  of  victory  ; 
for  thev  gloried  after  a  brutish  manner  in  that 
despair  of  deliverance  they  were  already  in. 
And  now  the  Romans,  although  they  were 
greatly  distressed  in  getting  together  their  ma- 
terials, raised  their  banks  in  one-and-cwenty 
days,  after  they  had  rut  down  sll  the  trees 
that  Hue  in  the  country  that  adjoined  to  the 


dty,  and  that  for  ninety  furlongs  round  about, 
as  i  have  already  related.  And  truly,  the  very 
view  itself  of  the  country  «^s  a  melancholy 
thing ;  for  those  places  which  were  before 
adorned  with  trees  and  pleasant  gardens,  were 
now  become  a  desolate  country  every  way, 
and  its  trees  were  all  cut  down:  nor  could 
any  foreigner  that  had  formerly  seen  Judea 
and  the  most  beautiful  suburbs  of  the  city, 
and  now  saw  it  as  a  desert,  but  lament  and 
mourn  sanly  at  so  great  a  change;  lor  the 
war  had  laid  all  signs  of  beauty  quite  waste : 
nor,  if  any  one  that  had  known  tbe  place  be- 
fore, had  come  on  a  su(iden  to  it  now,  would 
he  have  known  it  again  ;  but  though  be  w ere 
at  tbe  city  itself,  yet  would  he  have  inquired 
for  it  notwithstanciing. 

"2.  And  now  the  banks  were  finished,  they 
afforded  a  foundation  for  fear  both  to  the 
Romans  and  to  the  Jews;  for  tbe  Jews 
expected  that  the  city  would  be  taken,  unless 
they  could  burn  those  banks,  as  did  the  Ro- 
mans expect  that,  if  these  were  once  burnt 
down,  they  should  never  be  able  to  take  it; 
for  there  was  a  mighty  scarcity  of  materials, 
and  tbe  bodies  of  the  soldiers  began  to  fail 
with  such  hard  labours,  as  did  their  souls 
faint  with  so  many  instances  of  ill  success* 
nay.  the  very  calamities  themselves  that  were 
in  the  citv  proved  a  greater  di^coursgeineiil  to 
the  Romans  than  to  those  within  the  city;  for 
they  found  the  fighting  men  of  tbe  Jews  to 
be  not  at  all  mollified  among  such  their  sore 
afflictions,  while  they  had  themselves  perpetu- 
ally less  and  less  hopes  of  success,  and  tbeir 
banks  were  forced  to  yield  to  the  stratagems 
of  the  enemy,  their  engines  to  the  firmness  of 
their  wall,  and  their  closest  fights  to  the  boW- 
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ness  of  their  attack;  Mid  what  was  their 
greatest  discouragement  of  all,  they  found  the 
Jew?'  courageous  souls  to  be  superior  to  the 
multitude  of  the  miseries  they  were  under  by 
their  sedition,  their  famine,  and  the  war  itself; 
insomiicJi  that  they  were  ready  to  imagine  that 
the  violence  of  their  attacks  was  invincible, 
and  that  the  alacrity  they  showed  would  not 
be  discouraged  by  their  calamities;  for  what 
would  not  those  be  able  to  bear  if  they  should 
be  fortunate,  who  turned  their  very  misfor- 
tunes to  the  improvement  of  their  valour  I — 
These  considerations  made  the  Romans  keep 
■  stronger  guard  about  their  banks  than  they 
formerly  had  done. 

3.   But  now  John  and  his  party  took  care 
for   securing   themselves   afterward,   even   in 
case  this  wall   should    be  thrown   down,  and 
fell   to  their  work   before  the   battering-rams 
were   brought  against   them.      Yet   dirt   they 
not   compass  what  they  endeavoured   to  do, 
but  as  they  were  gone  out  with  their  torches, 
they  came  back  under  great  discouragement, 
before  they  came  near  to  the  liaiiks ;   and  the 
reasons  were  thi'se:    that  in  the  first  place, 
♦heir  conduct  diil  not  seem  to  be  unanimous, 
but  they  went  out  in  disiinct  p.irties,  and  at 
distinct  inter\'al-i,   and  after  a  slow   manner, 
and   timorously,  and,   to    say  all   in  a  word, 
without  a  Jewi-h  courage;  for  they  were  now 
defective  in  whit  is   peculiar  to  our  nation, 
that  is,  in  boldness,  in  violence  of  assault,  and 
in  running   upon  the  enemy  all  together,  and 
in  persevering  in  v\  luit  they  go  about,  though 
they  do  not  at  lirst  succeed  in  it ;   but  they 
now  went  out  in  a  more  languid  manner  than 
UkUal,  and  at  the  same   time  found  the   Ro- 
Diaiis  set  in  array,  and  more   courageous  than 
ordinary,  and  that  they  guarded  their  banks 
both  with  their  hodies  and  their  entire  armour, 
and   this  to  such  a  degree  on  all  sides,  that 
they  left  no  room  for  the   fire  to  get  among 
them,  and  that  every  one  of  their  souls  was 
in  such  good  courage,  that  they  would  sooner 
die  than  desert  their  ranks  ;   for  besides  their 
notion  that  all  their  hopes  were  cut   off,  in 
case  their  works  were  once  burnt,  the  soldiers 
were  greatly  ashamed  that  subtilty  should  be 
quite   too   hard  for  courage,  madness  for  ar- 
mour, multitude   for  skill,  and  Jews  for  Ro- 
mans.     The  Romans  had  now  also  another 
advantage,    in   that   their   engines  for   sieges, 
co-operated  with  them  in  throwing  darts  and 
stones  as  far  as  the  Jews,  when  they  were 
-oming  out  of  the  city ;    whereby  the  man 
that  fell  became  an  impediment  to  him  that 
was  next  to  him,  as  did  the  danger  of  going 
fcirther  make  them   less  zealous  in   their  at- 
,empts;   and  for  those  that  had  run  under  the 
daits,  some  of  them  were  terrified  by  the  good 
order   and    closeness   of  the    enemies*   ranks 
beiore  thev  came  to  a  close   fight,  and  others 
wc.e  pricked    with   their  spears,  and  turned 
bft.  U  aij-iiii :    at  length   they   reproached  one 
another  tor  tUe'ir    ^  v^rrdicu,  and  retired  with- 


out doing  any  thing.     Thii  attack  was  made 
upon  the  first  day  of  the  month  Paneraus 
[Tamuz].    So,  when  the  Jews  were  retreated, 
the  Romans  brought  their  engines,  although 
they  had  all  the  while  stones  thrown  at  them 
from  the  tower  of  Antonia,  and  were  assaulted 
by  fire  and  sword,  and  by  all  sorts  of  d:irts, 
which   necessity  atforded   the  Jews   to  iiiiike 
use  of;  for  although  these  had  great   depen- 
dence on  their  own   wall,  niid  a  contempt  of 
the  Roman  engines,  yet  did  they  endeavour  to 
hinder  the  Romans  from  bringing  them.    Now 
these  Romans  struggled  hard,  on  the  contrary, 
to  bring  them,  as  deeming   that  this  zeal  of 
the  Jews  was  in  order  to  avoid  any  impres- 
sion to  be  made  on  the  tower  of  Antonia,  be- 
cause its  wall  was  but  weak,  and  its  founda- 
tions rotten.      However,  that  tower  did  not 
yield  to  the  blows  given  it  from  the  engines; 
yet  did  the  Romans  bear  the  impressions  made 
by  the  enemies'  darts  which  were  perpetually 
cast  at  them,  and  did  not  give  way  to  any  of 
those  dangers    that    came  upon    them    from 
above,  and  so  they  brought  their  engines  to 
bear;  but  then, as  they  were  beneath  the  other, 
and  were  sadly  wounded  by  the  stones  thrown 
down  upon   them,  some  of  them  threw  their 
shields  over  their  bodies,  and  partly  with  their 
hands,  and  partly  wilh  their  bodies,  and  partly 
with  crows,  they  undermined  its  foundations, 
and   with   great   pains  they  reino\ed   four  of 
its  stones.    Then  night  came  upon  Loth  sides, 
and  put  an  end  to  this  struggle  for  the  pre- 
sent;   however,    that  night   the  wall  was  so 
shaken    by  the  battering-rams  in  that   place 
where  Jojin   had   used  his   stratagem   before, 
and    had    undermined   their  banks,    that    the 
ground  then  gave  way,  and  the  wall  fell  down 
suddenly. 

4.  When  this  accident  had  unexpectedly 
happened,  the  minds  of  both  parties  were 
variously  affected :  for  though  one  would 
expect  that  the  Jews  would  be  discouraged, 
because  this  fall  of  their  wall  was  uiie.\pected 
bv  them,  and  they  had  made  no  provision  in 
that  case,  yet  did  they  pull  up  their  courage, 
because  the  tower  of  Antonia  itself  was  still 
standing;  as  was  the  unexpected  joy  of  the 
Romans  at  this  fall  of  the  wall  soon  quenched 
by  the  sight  they  had  of  another  wall,  which 
John  and  his  party  had  built  within  it.  How- 
ever, the  attack  of  this  second  wall  appeared 
to  he  easier  than  that  of  the  former,  because 
it  seeir  :d  a  thing  of  greater  facility  to  get  up 
to  it  through  the  parts  of  the  former  wall  that 
were  now  thrown  down.  This  new  wall  ap- 
peared also  to  be  much  weaker  than  the  tower 
of  Antonia,  and  accordingly  the  Ronnns  ima- 
gined that  it  had  been  erected  so  much  on  the 
sudden,  that  they  should  soon  overthrow  it: 
vet  did  not  any  body  venture  now  to  go  up  to 
this  wall :  for  that  such  as  first  ventured  so 
to  do  must  certainly  l»e  killed. 

o.    And    now    Titus,    upon    consideration 
that   thti  alacrity  o^'  soldiers  in  war   i«i  rhieitj 
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excited  hj  bopn  snd  t)y  good  words,  and  that 
exhortations  and  promises  do  frequently  make 
men  to  forget  the  hazards  tLey  run,  nay,  and 
sometimes  to  despise  death  itself,  got  to/^'ether 
the  most  courageous  jwrt  of  his  army,  and 
tried  what  he  could  do  ^>ith  his  men  by  these 
methods: — *  ftllow-solciiers,"'  said  be,  **  to 
make  an  exhortation  to  men  to  do  what  bath 
no  peri)  in  it,  i-*  on  thnt  very  acromit  in^ilorious 
to  such  to  whom  ih^t  exhortation  is  made;  and 
ii:deed  so  it  is  i>i  him  that  makes  the  exhorta- 
tion, mi  arg:iMiient  of  his  own  cowardice  also* 
I  therefore  think,  that  such  exhortntions  ought 
then  oi.ly  to  be  made  u*e  of  when  affairs  are 
in  a  dangerous  condition,  and  \et  arc  worthy 
of  ^>eing  attempted  hy  every  one  tliemseUes; 
accordingly,  I  am  fully  of  the  same  opinion 
with  }ou,  that  it  is  a  dirticult  task  to  go  up 
thib  wall ;  but  that  it  19  proper  for  those  thai 
doire  reputation  for  their  valour  to  struggle 
▼.iih  dilticiilcie*  in  »i«cb  cases  «'H  then  ap- 
pear, when  1  have  particularlv  bhown  thai  it 
is  a  brave  thin?  to  die  with  ^-lory,  and  that 
thff  cimraire  here  neceiisjiry  shHll  not  po  un- 
rewarded in  those  that  lirst  begin  ihe  attempt  :  j 
and  let  my  first  argument  to  move  yuu  to  it  | 
be  taken  from  what  probably  ^ome  would  > 
think  reasonable  to  dissuade  )ou.  I  mean  the 
constancy  and  patience  of  ihet*  Jew-*,  even 
under  their  ill  successes;  for  it  is  unbecom- 
irg  yon.  who  are  Unmans  Hud  my  siddieni, 
who  have  in  peaci'  been  tau.'ht  hctv  to  make 
warf,  and  who  have  also  b'.vu  ti^ed  10  con* 
qut^r  in  those  vv^rs.  to  be  infen.M*  to  Jews. 
cither  in  action  of  the  hand  nr  in  cnuraf^e  of 
tl-e  soul,  ami  this  especially  when  you  are  at 
the  conclusion  of  vour  victory,  anl  are  as- 
aitted  by  God  himself;  for  n*  to  our  misfor- 
times,  they  ha\e  been  owinc  'o  the  maiinos 
of  the  Jew*,  while  their  fufferin^s  have  l»een 
owinfT  to  Aoiir  valour,  and  t->  the  assistance 
Goo  hath  ntfoided  \ou;  dtr  h<  ti»  the  si*di 
tions  they  have  been  in,  and  the  famine  the\ 
tre  undt-r,  and  the  >neire  th.'V-  now-  endure, 
«!i»t  the  fall  »■*  their  walls  witho  it  our  encint-^. 
what  enn  they  nil  be  but  demonstratiuiis  of 
Gcd  B  a:igcr  ag.ti^^t  them,  a'l-l  of  his  assis- 
tance atfordcd  u*  ?  It  will  n  •(  therefore  be 
proper  for  you,  eillier  to  show  yuur>»etves  infe- 
rior to  those  to  whiiin  yon  are  r.-iiJh  superior, 
c  to  hctray  that  divine  nt^MSta'ice  which  U 
airyrdcd  you ;  and  indeed,  how  mn  it  be 
esteemed  otherwise  than  a  l»ase  and  unworthy 
thing,  that  while  the  Jews,  whu  need  not  be 
murh  ashamed  if  they  be  ileseried.  because 
they  have  long  learned  to  tie  slaves  to  others, 
do  yet  despise  death,  that  they  may  be  so 
no  l^rtger.  —and  f\o  make  sallies  into  the 
very  miiist  of  us  frei|uently,  not  in  hiipes  nt 
C('n((uerinc  ns.  but  merely  for  a  dcmori^r  ra- 
tion <if  their  courage;  we.  who  h:»ve  cot  ten 
possession  of  almost  all  the  worbl  that  l>elt>nL*s 
to  e'ther  land  or  sea,  to  whom  it  will  be  a 
preat  fhume  if  we  <ltp  not  con'pie'*  ihiiu  t'" 
ixn  ouue  uiMlertakc  anj  atteiDpl  M|faiiut  our  1 


enemict  wherein  there  ii  much  danger,  bn: 
sit  still  idle,  with  such  brave  arms  as  we  have, 
and  only  wait  till  the  famine  and  fortune  do 
our  business  them>elves.  and  this  when  we 
have  it  in  our  power,  with  some  small  hazard, 
to  pain  all  that  we  desire !  For  if  we  go  up 
to  this  tower  of  Antoiiia,  we  pain  the  cityj 
for  if  there  shonWl  be  any  more  occasion  for 
tiphtinp  against  those  within  the  city,  which 
I  do  not  suppose  there  will,  since  we  shail 
then  be  upon  the  top  of  the  hill,*  and  be  up- 
on our  enemies  betore  they  can  have  taken 
breath,  these  advimtaees  promise  us  no  less 
than  a  ctrtain  and  sudden  \ictor\.  As  for 
niysclf.  I  shall  at  present  waive  any  commen- 
dations of  those  who  die  in  war.t  and  omit  to 
speak  of  the  immurtabty  of  those  men  who 
are  slain  in  the  midst  of  their  martial  bra* 
verv  ;  vet  connot  1  torbr«r  to  imprrcHte  upon 
those  who  are  of  a  contrary  risposition,  that 
they  may  die  in  time  of  peac^.  by  some  dis- 
tempiff  or  other,  since  their  souls  are  alre^y 
condemned  to  the  grave,  lofreiher  with  their 
hollies;  tnr  what  man  of  virtue  i«  there  who 
does  not  know  that  those  souls  which  art 
severed  from  their  rteshly  bo«lies  in  battlet 
by  the  sword,  are  received  by  the  ether,  thft 
purest  of  elements,  and  joined  to  that  com* 
pany  which  are  placed  among  the  stars;  thai 
they  liecome  good  demons,  and  propitiot>l 
heroes,  and  show  themselves  as  such  to  their 
posterity  atterwards?  while  upon  those  souls 
that  wear  away  in  and  with  their  distempered 
bodies,  comes  a  subterranean  night  to  dissolve 
them  tn  nothing,  and  a  deep  oblivion  to  take 
away  all  the  remembrance  of  them,  and  this, 
notwithstanding  they  be  clean  from  all  spots 
and  defilemt  nts  of  this  worhl ;  so  that,  in  this 
case,  the  soul  at  the  <iame  time  comes  to  th« 
utmost  bounds  of  its  life,  and  of  its  bodv,  and 
of  its  memorial  also;  but  since  fate  halh  de- 
termined tiiat  death  is  to  come  of  necessity 
upon  all  nien,  a  sword  is  a  better  instrumc"* 
for  that  purprrse  than  any  disease  whatsoever 
Why.  is  it  not  then  a  very  mean  thing  for  n« 
not  to  \ield  up  that  to  the  public  benefit, 
which  we  mu«t  yield  up  to  fate?  And  thii 
discourse  have  I  made,  upon  the  supposition 
that  those  who  at  first  itttempt  to  po  upon 
this  wall  must  ne*?ds  be  killed  in  the  attempt, 
though  still  neti  of  true  courage  haveachanct 
to  escape  even  in  the  most  hazardous  under- 
takings;    for,   in   the  first    place,   that   part 

•  RelanO  nofM  1>rrp.  Tcry  prrtipentlv.  ttiat  ttip  toircr 
of  Artonia  ^Icxnf  hicliT  th.-iij  iIh- Ai>c>r  of  Ihr  irmplr  or 
coan  ailjuirini;  lo  it  -.  atxl  Dial  .-irrorH;D^I)r  lhr\  (WsrrDded 
thtnre  into  xhr  trmp!r.  as  Jusrpl.uf  cliewlteit  speaks 
also.    Sreb.  Ti.rh.ii    wcL  .'i. 

+  Id  this  sprerh  of  Tiltn,  wp  nay  rlfmly  te*-  th*  n^ 
tions  which  tl«  l>otnans  Hk-d  lad  ol  riraUi.  and  of  iLc 
tiappy  state  <.f  xhuse  who  tln-I  l.rat#-U  in  war,  an»i  0* 
cnnUary  rstatr  nf  lh<M«»  *hti  dc^  icnobiv  in  lliru  lirds  hy 
RtcLntrsS-  Krlaod  lirrr  bIm>  piraliir*-*  iwn  pAimllrl  |ta»- 
vice*.  !h*  one  vut  of  AnimianuD  fklar<-riiuiii»,  cuncrmiiiK 
tf"**  Alani.  M»  :tl.  tlitt  "  ihr*  jiMfM  t»i,it  11. ait  twiipf  who 
l^hl  down  Ki«  l:fr  IP  hattlc."  *lir  «tI  i-r  oJ  V.i'rrnn  ilaiu 
niii»,  I'Ij.  XI.  c.  I  .  why  »at«.  "*  'Uai  llw  I  imtiri  am)  tV.n 

World  (JoriaailT  mad  bafftty.* 


CHAP.  !. 


WARS  OF  TUB  JEW8. 


741 


of  the  former  w«U  thit  it  thrown  down,  is 
easily  to  be  urendetl ;  and  for  the  new-built 
wall,  it  ij  e«<ily  destroyed.  Do  you,  there- 
fore, many  of  )X)U,  pull  np  your  courage,  and 
art  about  thi-i  work,  and  do  you  mutually  en- 
courafce  and  assist  one  ani)ther;  and  this  your 
bravery  will  soon  break  the  hearts  of  your 
enemiea ;  ami  perhaps  such  a  glorious  unde r- 
lukiuK  as  yours  is  may  be  accumplishvd  with- 
out bloodshed  ;  for  although  it  be  justly  to  be 
•upposed  that  the  Jews  will  try  to  hinikr  you 
■t  your  first  beeiiiiiing  to  go  up  to  them,  yet 
when  vou  hare  once  concealed  your-telves 
from  them,  ami  driven  them  away  by  force, 
they  will  not  be  able  to  sustain  your  elfortt 
oninst  them  any  lonfrer,  thouf^  but  a  few 
of  you  prevent  them,  and  gvt  orer  the  wall. 
As  for  that  person  who  first  mounts  the  wall, 
I  should  blush  for  shame  if  I  did  not  make 
him  to  be  envied  of  others,  by  those  rewards 
I  would  bestow  upon  him.  If  such  a  one 
escape  with  his  life,  he  shall  have  the  com- 
mand of  others  that  are  iKiw  but  his  equals  ; 
althouf^h  it  be  true  also,  that  the  greatest 
rewards  will  accrue  to  such  as  die  in  the 
attempt."* 

6.  Upon  this  speech  of  Titus,  the  rest  of 
the'*(nultitude  were  alfnj;hte(l  at  so  great  a 
danger.  But  there  wa--i  one  whose  name  was 
Sahinus,  a  soldier  that  served  among  the  co- 
horts, and  a  Syrian  by  birth,  who  appeared  to 
be  of  very  great  fortitude,  both  in  the  actions 
be  had  done  and  the  courage  of  liis  soul  he 
had  shown  ;  although  any  body  would  have 
thought,  before  he  came  to  his  work,  that  he 
was  of  such  a  weak  constitution  of  body,  that 
he  was  not  fit  to  be  a  soldier;  for  his  colour 
was  black,  his  llesh  was  lean  and  thin,  and  lay 
Hose  together:  but  there  was  a  certain  heroic 
soul  that  dwelt  in  this  small  twdy,  which  body 
was  indeed  much  too  narrow  for  that  peculiar 
courage  which  was  in  him.  Accordingly  he 
was  the  first   that  rose  up  ;     when  he  thus 

spake  : '*  1  readily  surrender  myself  to  thee, 

O  Caesar :  I  first  ascend  the  whII,  and  I 
hearlilv  wish  that  my  fortune  may  follow  my 
courage  and  my  resolution.  An<l  if  some  ill- 
fortune  grudge  me  the  success  of  my  under- 
taking, take  notice  that  my  ill-success  will  not 
be  unexpected,  but  that  [  choose  death  volun- 
tarily tor  thy  sake."  When  he  had  said  this, 
and  hud  spread  out  his  shield  over  his  head 
with  his  left  hand,  and  had  with  his  right 
hand  drawn  his  sword,  he  marched  up  to  the 
wall  just  about  the  sixth  hour  of  the  day. 
There  followed  him  eleven  others,  and  no 
more,  that  resolved  to  imitate  his  bravery; 
but  still  this  was  the  principal  person  of  them 
all.  and  went  first  as  excited  by  a  divine  fury. 
Now  those  that  guarded  the  wall  shot  at  them 
from  thence,  and  cast  innumerable  darts  upon 
Uiein  from  every  side  ;  they  also  rolled  very 
Urge  stones  upon  them  which  overthrew  some 

f  Sec  Ibc  oolt  -f  on  page  740. 


of  those  eleven  that  were  with  him.  But  u 
for  Sabinus  himself  he  met  the  darts  that  were 
cast  at  him,  and  though  he  was  overwhelmed 
with  them,  yet  did  he  not  leave  off  the  vio- 
lence of  his  attack  before  he  had  gotten  up  on 
the  top  of  the  wall,  and  had  put  the  enemy  to 
night.  Fur  as  the  Jews  were  astonished  at 
his  great  strength,  and  the  bravery  of  his  soul ; 
ami  as,  withal,  they  imagined  more  of  them 
had  got  upon  the  wall  than  really  had,  they 
were  put  to  flight.  And  now  one  cannot 
but  complain  here  of  fortune,  as  still  envious 
of  virtue,  and  always  hindering  the  perform- 
ance of  glorious  achievements:  this  was  the 
case  of  the  man  before  us,  when  he  had  ju^t 
obtained  his  purpose ;  for  he  then  stumbled 
at  a  certain  large  stone,  and  fell  down  upon 
it  headlong,  with  a  very  great  noise.  Upon 
which  the  Jews  turned  hack,  and  when  they 
saw  him  to  be  alone,  and  fallen  down  also, 
they  threw  darts  at  him  from  every  side. 
However,  he  got  u|K>n  his  knee,  and  covered 
himself  w:th  his  shield,  and  at  the  first  de- 
leinled  himself  against  them,  and  woimded 
many  of  those  that  came  near  him  ;  but  he 
was  soon  forced  to  relax  his  right  hand,  by 
the  multitude  of  the  wounds  that  had  been 
given  him,  till  at  length  he  was  quite  covered 
over  with  darts  before  he  gave  up  the  ghost. 
He  was  one  who  deserved  a  better  fate,  by 
rea.so>i  of  his  bravery  ;  but,  as  might  be  ex- 
pected, be  fell  untler  so  vast  an  attempt.  As 
ior  the  rest  of  his  partners,  the  Jews  dashed 
three  of  them  to  pieces  with  stones,  and  slew 
them  as  they  were  gotten  up  to  the  top  of  the 
wall :  the  other  eight  being  wounded,  were 
pulled  down  atid  carried  back  to  the  camp. 
These  things  were  done  upon  the  third  day 
of  the  montli  I'anemus  [Tumuz], 

7.  Now  two  days  afterward,  twelve  of  those 
men  that  were  on  the  fore-front,  and  kept 
tvutch  upon  the  banks,  got  together,  and  called 
to  them  the  standard-bearer  of  the  fifth  legion, 
and  two  others  of  a  troop  of  horsemen,  and 
one  trumpeter :  these  went  without  noise, 
at»out  the  ninth  hour  of  the  night,  through  the 
ruins,  to  the  tower  of  Antonia;  and  when  they 
had  cut  the  throats  of  the  first  guards  of  the 
place,  as  they  were  asleep,  they  got  possessiorj 
of  the  wall,  and  ordered  the  trumpeter  t* 
sound  his  trumpet.  Upon  which  the  rest  of 
the  guard  got  up  on  the  sudden,  and  ran  away 
before  any  body  could  sec  how  many  they  were 
that  were  gotten  up  ;  for  partly  from  the  fear 
they  were  in,  and  partly  from  the  sound  of 
the  trumpet  which  they  heard,  they  imagined 
a  great  number  of  the  enemy  were  gotten  up. 
But  as  soon  as  Cssar  heard  the  signal,  be 
ordered  the  army  to  put  on  their  armour  im- 
mediately, and  came  thither  with  his  com- 
manders, and  first  of  all  ascended,  as  did  the 
chosen  men  that  were  with  him.  And  as  the 
Jews  were  flying  away  to  the  temple,  they  fell 
into  that  mine  which  John  had  dug  un<ler  tne 
Roman   banks.       Then  did  the  aeditiout  o(  ' 
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as  supposing  that  neither  his  itrength  nor  H» 
violent  attacks  could  be  those  of  a  mere  man. 
Accordingly  he  rushed  through   the  n.tojt  Opf 
the  Jews,  as  they  were  dispersed  all  aDroaa, 
and  killed  those  that  he  ciujjhl.     Nor,  indeeti. 
was  there  any  sight  that  appeared  more  won- 
derful in  the  eyes  of  Caesar,  or  more  terrible 
to  others,  than  this.     However,  he  was  hiiD- 
self  pursued  by  fate,  which  it  was  not  possi- 
ble that  he  who  was  but  a  mortal  man  should 
escape ;  for  as  he  had  shoes  all  full  of  thick 
and  sharp  nails,*  as  had   every   one  of  the 
other  soldiers,  so  when  he  ran  on  the  pave- 
ment of  the  temple,  he  slipped,  and  fell  ilnwui 
upon  his  back  with  a  very  great  noise,  nhiek 
was  made  by  his  armour.     This  made  ibosai 
that  were  running  away  to  tarn  back  ;  where- 
upon those  Romans  that  were  in  the  tower  of 
Antonia  set  up  a  great  shout,  as  they  were  ini 
fear  for  the  man.     But  the  Jews  got  aboutt 
him  in  crowds,  and  struck  at  him  with  lUeiS 
spears,  and  with  their  swords  on  all  siiles. — 
Now  be  received  a  great  many  of  the  stroke* 
of  these   iron  weapons  upon   his  shield,  and 
often  attempted  to  get   up  again,  but   »»»» 
thrown   down  by  those  that  struck  at  hiui  i 
vet  did  he,  as  he  lay  along  stab  many  of  them 
.  1  with  bis  sword.     Nor  was  he  soon  kiUtdTa* 


both  the  bodies  of  the  Jewish  army,  as  well 

that  belonging  to  John,  as  that  belonging  to 

Simon,  drive  them  away  ;  and  indeed  were  no 

II  ay  wanting  as  to  the  highest  degree  of  force 

and  alacrity;    for  they  esteemed  themselves 

entirely  ruined  if  once  the  Romans  got  into 

the  temple,  as  did  the  Romans  louk  upon  the 

same  thing  as  the  beginning  of  their  entire 

conquest.     So  a  terrible  battle  was  (ought  at 

the  entrance  of  the  temple,  while  the  Romans 

were  forcing  their  way,  in  order  to  get  pos- 
session of  that  temple,  and  the  Jews  were 

driving  them  back  to  the  tower  of  .Antonia  i 

in  which  battk  the  darts  were  on  both  sides 

useless,  as  well  as  the  spears,  and  both  sides 

drew  their  swords,  and  fuujjbt  it  out  band  to 

hand.     Now,  during  this  struggle,  the  posi- 
tions of  the  men  were  undistinguished  on  both 

tides,  and  they  fought  at  random,  the  men 

being  intermixed  one  with  another,  and  con- 

fuunded  by  reason  of  the  narrowness  of  the 
place ;  «  hilc  the  noise  that  was  made  fell  on 
the  ear  after  an  indistinct  manner,  because  it 
was  so  very  loud.  Great  slau^'hler  was  now 
made  on  both  sides,  and  the  combatants  trod 
upon  the  bodies  and  the  armour  of  those  that 
were  dead,  and  dashed  them  to  pieces.  Ac- 
cordingly, to  which  side  soever  the  battle  in  ,  -  .,,.,,  1  u-  I 
ciined  those  that  had  the  advantage  exhorted  ,  being  covered  with  his  helmet  and  his  breast- 
one  another  to  go  on,  as  did  those  that  were  plate  in  all  those  parts  of  his  body  « here  be 
beaten  make  great  lameutaUon.  But  stiU  might  be  mortally  wounded ;  he  also  pulled 
there  was  no  room  for  flight,  nor  for  pursuit. ,  his  neck  dose  to  his  body,  till  all  bis  other 
but  disorderlv  revolutions  and  retreats,  while  ,  limbs  were  shattered,  and  nobody  durst  cume 
the  armies  were  intermixed  one  with  another;  ,  to  defend  him,  and  then  be  yielded  to  his  fate, 
but  those  that  were  in  the  first  ranks  were  |  Now  C»sar  was  deeply  affected  on  accoonl  ol 


under  the  necessity  of  killing  or  being  killed, 
without  any  \»ay  for  escaping ;  for  those  on 
both  sides  that  came  b<^hin(l,  forced  those  be- 
fore them  to  go  on  without  leaving  any  space 
between  the  armies.  At  length  the  Jews' 
violent  zeal  was  too  hard  for  the  Romans' 
skill,  and  the  battle  alnady  inclined  entirely 
that  way ;  for  the  fight  bad  lasted  from  the 
ninth  hour  of  the  night  till  the  seventh  hour 
of  the  dav,  while  the  Jews  came  on  in  crowds. 


this  man  of  so  great  fortitude,  and  especially 
as  he  was  killed  in  the  sight  of  so  many  peo- 
ple ;  he  was  desirous  himself  to  come  to  hi» 
assistance,  but  the  place  would  not  give  hira 
leave,  while  such  as  could  have  done  it  were 
loo  much  terrilied  to  attempt  it.  Thus  when 
Julian  had  struggled  with  death  a  great  while, 
and  had  let  but  few  of  those  that  had  given 
him  his  mortal  wound  go  off  unhurt,  he  had 
at  last  his  throat  cut,  though  not  without 


and  had  the  danger  the  temple  was  in  for  their  i  some  liilliculty ;  and  left  behind  him  a  very 
moUve;   the    Rokbuw  having  no  more  here  I  great   fame,  not  only  among  the  Romans  and 


than  a  part  of  their  army  ;  for  those  legions, 
on  which  the  soldiers  on  that  side  depended, 
were  not  come  up  to  them.  So  it  was  at  pre- 
sent thought  sufficient  by  the  Romans  to  take 
possession  of  the  tower  of  Antonia. 

8.   But  there  was  one  Julian,  a  centurion, 
t\,  »t  came  from  Bithynia ;    a  man  he  was  of 
creat  reputation,  whom  I  bad  formerly  seen 
i,i  that  war,  and  one  of  the  highest  fame,  ■ 
both  for  his  skill  in  war,  his  strength  of  body, 
and  the  courage  of  his  soul.      This  man  see- 
ing the  Romans  giving  ground,  and  in  a  sad 
condition  (for  he  stood  by  Titus  at  the  tower 
of  Antonia),  leaped  out,  and  of  himself  alone 
put  the  Jews  to  flight  when  they  were  already 
conquerors,  and   made  them   retire  as  far  as  , 
the  corner  of  the  inner  court  of  the  temple  :  j 
from  him  the  multitude  fled  away  in  crowds,  | 


among  tbe  itoroans  and 
with  Caesar  himself,  hut  among  his  enemies 
also ;  then  did  the  Jews  catch  up  his  dead 
body,  and  put  the  Romans  to  flight  again,  and 
shut  them  up  in  the  tower  of  Antonia.  Now 
those  that  most  signalized  themselves,  and 
fought  most  zealously  in  this  battle  of  the 
Je»isb  side,  were  one  Alexas  and  Gyphtheus, 
of  John's  party ;  and  of  Simon's  party  were 
Malachias,  and  Judas  the  son  of  .Merto,  and 
James  the  son  of  Sosas,  the  commander  al 
the  Idumeans ;  and  of  the  zealots,  two  bro-J 
thren,  Simon  and  Judas,  the  sons  of  Jairus.  ^ 

.  No  wonder  that  this  Julian,  wlio  bid  so  ra»aj  nsib 
in  h\,  shoes,  slipped  upon  the  pavement  of  '^'<^^ 
which  w»»  smooth,  and  laid  with  marble  of  4«eci»lir 
coloiua. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

BftW  TITUS  GAVE  ORDERS  TO  DEMOLISH  THE 
TOWEROF  ANTONIA,  ANDTHKN  PERSUADED 
J05EFHUS  TO  EXHORT  TUE  JEWS  AOAIS 
[TO  A  S0RJL£ND£R]. 

§  1.  And  now  Titus  f^ve  orders  to  bis  sol- 
diers that  were  with  him  to  dig  up  the  foun- 
dations of  the  tower  of  Antoniu,  and  amke 
bini  a  ready  passa^^e  for  hie  army  to  rome  up ; 
while  he  himself  had  Josepbu!^  brought  to  hijo 
(for  he  bad  been  informed  that  on  that  very 
day,  which  was  the  seventeenth  day*  of  Pane- 
mu3  [Tamuz],  the  sacrifice  called  "the  iMily 
Sacrifice"  bad  failed,  and  had  not  been  offered 
to  God  for  want  of  men  to  offer  it,  and  thut 
the  people  wore  grievously  troubled  at  it)  and 
commanded  bim  to  Bay  the  same  thin^^i^  to 
John  that  he  bad  said  before,  that  if  be  bad 
any  malicious  inclination  for  ^Khting,  be  roi^'ht 
cume  out  with  as  many  of  his  men  as  he 
pleased,  in  order  to  fi^ht,  without  the  danger 
of  destroying  either  bis  city  or  temple ;  but 
that  he  desired  he  would  not  defile  the  tein* 
pie.  nor  thereby  offend  against  God.  That  he 
might,  if  he  pleased,  offer  the  sacrifices  which 
were  now  di<:contiiiued,  by  any  of  the  Jews 
whom  he  should  pitch  upotu  Upon  tbii^, 
Joitrpbus  stood  in  such  a  place  where  he' 
iiiiiiht  be  heard,  not  by  John  only,  but  by 
inanv  nmre.  and  then  declared  to  them  what 
C:e?ar  bad  given  bim  in  charge,  and  this  in  the 
Hebrew  huiguage.t  So  he  earneylly  prayed 
them  to  spare  their  own  city,  and  to  prevent 
that  fire  which  was  just  ready  to  seize  upon 
the  templtj,  and  to  olfer  their  usual  sacrifices 
to  God  therein.  At  these  words  of  bis  a  great 
sadness  and  silence  were  observetl  among  the 
people.  But  the  tyrant  himself  cast  many 
reproaches  upon  Josephns,  with  imprecations 
besides;  and  at  last  added  this  withal  that  he 
did  never  fear  the  taking  of  the  city,  because 
it  was  God's  own  city.  In  answer  to  which, 
Josephus  said  thus,  with  a  loud  voice  : — "To 
i>e  sure,  thtni  hast  kept  this  city  wonderftilly 
pure  for  God's  sake!  the  temple  also  conti- 
nues entirely  unpolluted!  Nor  ha«t  thou  been 
guilty  of  any  impiety  against  him,  for  whose 
assistance  thou  hopest !  He  still  receives  his 
accustomed  sacrifices!  Vile  wretch  that  thou 
art!  if  any  one  should  deprive  thee  of  tliy 
daily  food,  thou  wouldst  esteem  him  to  be  an 

■  This  was  a  rerj  rt markabfc  day  indeed,  the  seven- 
t.-enlh  of  Panenms  [T.inuiz],  a.d.  70,  when,  according 
to  Daniel's  predirtinn  t'lOi  ycmrs  beforf.  the  Itomans  **in 
half  a  week  raii5ed  the  sarnficf  and  ohlalinn  la  cense." 
Dan.  ix.  U7 ;  for  from  tjc  routtth  of  Fehrii.irjr,  a.d.  (>», 
ahout  which  time  Vfspasi.m  entert  d  on  this  u;ir.  \o  this 
rer*  time,  was  jnst  thrr*  years  and  a  hsilf  Hfe  Bishnp 
l.lo*d's  I'ahles  of  ChronoUicy,  publi«he»i  by  Mr.  ISIar- 
■lialL  on  this  year.  Nor  is  it  to  be  oiotttcd,  what  very 
neanv  rontirms  thiB  duration  of  th*-  war.  that  four  yeurs 
be<oi*r  •"*■  war  beean,  wa«  eomewhat  above  seven  \eur« 
fiM-  ntontiis  before  tbe  destruction  of  .lertisalem.  chap.  v. 
a»ct  a 

+  The  Minie  that  in  the  New  Tenl.inieiit  is  ;ilwav*  sd 
call'td.  and  Wu«  then  the  comniou  litnQtiage  of  the  Jews 
In  Judea,  which  was  tbe  9yhac  dialceL 


enemy  to  thee  ;  but  thou  hopest  to  hnve  that 
God  for  thy  supporter  in  this  war  whom  thou 
hast  deprived  of  his  everlasting  worship!  and 
thou  imputest  those  sins  to  the  Romans,  who 
to  this  very  time  take  care  to  have  our  laws 
observed,  and  almost  compel  these  sacrifices 
to  be  stih  oflfered  to  God,  which  have  by  thy 
means  been  intermitted!  \Vho  is  there  that 
can  avoid  groans  and  lamentations  at  the 
ama/ing  change  that  is  made  in  this  city !  since 
very  foreiRners  and  enemies  do  now  correct 
that  impiety  which  thou  hast  occasioned , 
while  thou,  who  art  a  Jew,  ond  wast  edu- 
cated in  our  laws,  art  become  a  greater  enemy 
to  them  than  the  others!  But  still,  John,  it 
is  never  dishonourable  to  repent,  and  amend 
what  hath  been  done  amiss,  even  at  the  last 
extremity.  Thou  hast  an  instance  before  thee 
in  Jechoniah.J  the  king  of  the  Jews,  if  thoti 
hast  a  mind  to  save  the  city,  who,  when  the 
king  of  Babylon  made  war  against  him,  did, 
of  his  own  accord,  go  out  of  this  city  before 
it  was  taken,  and  did  undergo  a  voluntary 
captivity  with  his  family,  that  the  sanctuary 
might  not  be  delivered  up  to  tbe  enemy,  and 
that  he  might  not  see  the  house  of  God  set 
on  fire:  on  wliich  occotint  he  is  celebrated 
among  all  the  Jews,  in  their  sacred  memorials, 
and  his  memory  is  become  immortal,  and  will 
be  convc\ed  fresh  down  to  our  posterity 
through  all  ages.  This,  John,  is  an  excellent 
example  in  such  a  time  of  danger;  and  I  dare 
venture  to  promise  that  the  Romans  shall 
still  forgive  thee.  And  take  notice,  that  I, 
who  make  this  exhortation  to  thee,  am  one 
of  thine  own  nation  ;  I,  who  am  a  Jew,  do 
make  this  promise  to  thee.  Atid  it  will  be- 
come tbee  to  consider  who  I  am  that  give  thee 
this  counsel,  and  whence  lam  derived;  for 
while  I  am  alive  I  shall  never  be  in  such  sla- 
very as  to  forego  my  ovvn  kindred,  or  forget 
the  laws  of  our  forefathers.  Thou  hast  in- 
dignation at  me  again,  and  makest  a  clamour 
at  nie,  and  reproachest  me;  indeed,  I  cannot 
deny  but  1  am  worthy  of  worse  treatment 
than  all  this  amounts  to,  because,  in  opposi- 
tion to  fate,  I  make  this  kind  invitation  to 
thee,  and  endeavour  to  force  deliverance  upon 
those  whom  God  bath  condemned.  And  who 
is  there  that  does  not  know  what  the  writitiRs 
i  of  the  ancient  prophets  contain  in  them, — and 
I  particularly  that  oracIe§  which  is  just  now 
I  going  to  be  fulfilled  upon  this  miserable  city  1 

for  they  foretold   that  this  city  should  be 

then  taken  when  somebody  shall  begin  the 
slaughter  of  his  own  countrymen  !  and  are 
not  both  tlie  city  and  tbe  entire  temple  now 
full  of  the  dead  bodies  of  your  countrymen? 
It  is  God  therefore,  it  is  God  himself  who  is 
bringing  on  this  fire,  to  purge  that  city  nnd 

t  Our  present  copies  of  the  Old  Testament  want  this 
encomium  npon  king  Jechnniab  or  Jehoiacllim,  which  it 
secuis  \^  as  in  .lo«f  phus's  c(jp\, 

t  Ol   thifi  orBc)«.  see  the   note   00  b«ok   iv.  ohtl{u  v^ 

M-ft.    3. 
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temple  hj  means  of  the  Romans,*  and  is  goin^ 
to  pluck  up  this  city,  which  is  full  of  tout 
poUutions." 

2.  As  Josephus  spoke  these  wor^  with 
^oans,  and  tears  in  his  eyes,  his  voice  was 
intercepted  by  sobs.  However,  the  Rotnans 
could  not  but  pity  the  affliction  he  \ras  under, 
and  wonder  at  bis  conduct.  But  for  John, 
and  those  that  were  with  him.  thev  were  but 
the  more  exasperated  a^nst  the  Romans  on 
this  account,  and  were  desirous  to  get  Jc»&e- 
pbus  also  into  their  power  :  yit  did  that  dis- 
course influence  a  great  many  of  the  better 
•ort;  and  truly  some  of  them  were  so  afraid 
of  the  guards  set  by  the  seditious,  that  they 
tarried  where  they  were,  but  still  were  satis- 
fied that  both  they  and  the  city  were  doomed 
to  destruction.  Some  al?o  there  were  who, 
watching  for  a  proper  opportunity  when  they 
might  quietly  get  away,  fled  to  the  Romans, 
jf  whom  were  the  bigh-prieMs  Joseph  and 
Jesus,  and  of  the  sons  of  higb-pri«rst»  three, 
whose  father  was  Ishmael.  who  was  beheaded 
in  Cyrene,  and  four  sons  of  Matthias,  as  also 
one  son  of  the  other  Matthias,  wbo  ran  au-ay 
after  bis  father's  death. f  and  whose  father  was 
slain  by  Simon,  the  son  of  Gioras,  with  three 
of  his  sons,  as  I  have  already  related:  many 
also  of  the  other  nobilit\  went  o^er  to  the 
Romans,  together  with  the  high-priests.  Now 
Caesar  not  only  received  these  men  very  kindly 
m  other  respects,  but,  kno\\ing  they  would 
not  \\illingly  live  after  the  customs  of  other 
nations,  he  sent  them  to  Gophna,  and  desired 
them  to  remain  there  for  the  present,  and  told 
them  that  when  he  was  gotten  clear  of  this 
war,  he  would  restore  each  of  them  to  their 
possessions  again:  so  they  cheerfiilly  retired 
to  that  small  city  which  was  allotted  them, 
without  fear  of  any  danger.  But  as  they  did 
not  appear,  the  seditious  gave  out  again,  that 
these  deserters  were  slain  by  the  Romans, — 
which  was  done,  in  order  to  deter  the  rest 
from  ruiming  away  by  fear  of  the  like  treat- 
ment. This  trick  of  theirs  succeeded  now  for 
a  while,  as  did  the  like  trick  before ;  for  the 
rest  were  hereby  deterred  from  deserting,  by 
fear  of  the  like  treatment. 

3.  However,  when  Titus  had  recalled  those 
men  from  Gophna,  he  gave  orders  that  they 
should  go  round  the  wall,  together  with  Jo- 
sephus,  and  show  themselves  to  the  people; 

•  JosTphuft.  bolh  hfrc  and  in  many  place*  eUf where, 
tpesk*  »-o,  that  it  is  most  evident  he  was  fully  satisfied 
that  God  Was  on  the  Moicanit'  side,  and  made  u$e  of 
them  DOW  for  the  destnicttun  of  that  wicked  nation  of 
the  Jews.wliich  was  for  certain  the  true  stale  vf  tbi« 
matter,  as  t^e  prophet  lianiel  first,  and  our  Saviour 
himself  aflmvards  had  clearly  furetold.  bee  Lit  -Ao 
compl.  of  Croph.  p  Gl.  &c 

+  Josephus  bad  bt-fore  told  iis,  bor.t  v.  rh-  xiii.  sect 
J.  that  Ibis  fonrth  son  of  Matthias  ran  awa>  to  the  Ko- 
mans  **be!'ure'*'  his  fath«T*5  and  brelVren's  slaughter,  and 
not  "after"  it  as  btre.  The  fuofter  arrount  is.  in  all 
probabilify.  the  truest;  for  hitd  not  that  fourth  son 
escaped  Kcfere  the  otliers  were  ratieht  ;tnd  put  lu  death, 
be  had  been  cauflit  and  put  lo  dralh  u  ilh  Ihent.  ')  his 
L'i*t  arconn'.  therrlure.  I.  tLs  lil,*-  «it  in*tnirr  of  a  fiOuUi 
faiadTerteace  of  Joae)>tiu«  io  Uie  place  bHorr  u«. 


upon  which  a  great  masy  fled  to  the  Romans. 

These  men  also  got  in  a  great  number  together, 
and  stood  before  the  Romans  and  besoOL'ht 
the  seditious  with  groans  and  tears  in  their 
eyes,  in  the  first  place  to  receive  tbe  Romans 
entirely  into  the  city,  and  save  that  their  own 
place  of  residence  again;  but  that,  if  tbey 
would  not  agree  to  such  a  proposal,  they 
would  at  least  depart  out  of  the  temple,  and 
save  the  holy  house  for  their  own  use;  for 
that  the  Romans  would  not  venture  to  set  tbe 
sanctuary  on  fire,  but  under  the  most  pressing 
necessity.  Yet  did  the  seditious  still  more 
and  more  contradict  them;  and  while  they 
cast  loud  and  bitter  reproaches  upon  these 
deserters,  they  also  set  their  engines  for 
thron-ing  of  darts  and  javelins,  and  stones, 
upon  the  sacred  gates  of  tbe  temple,  at  due 
distances  from  one  another,  insomuch  that  all 
the  space  round  about  within  the  ten^pJe 
might  be  compared  to  a  bur\inp-cround.  «j 
great  was  the  number  of  the  dead  bodies 
therein;  as  might  the  holy  house  itself  be 
compared  to  a  citadel.  Accordingly,  these 
men  rushed  upon  these  holy  places  in  llifir 
armour,  that  were  otherwise  unapproachable, 
and  that  while  their  hands  were  yet  warm 
with  the  blood  of  their  own  people  uhirb 
they  had  shed  ;  nay,  they  proceedt^d  to  surb 
great  transgressions  that  the  very  same  in- 
dignation which  Jews  would  naturally  have 
agaii^st  Romans,  had  they  l>een  guilt\  of  such 
abuses  against  thenv,  the  Rontans  now  bu<l 
against  Jews,  for  their  impiety  in  regard  to 
their  own  religious  customs.  Kay,  indeed, 
there  were  none  of  tbe  Roman  tohliers  who 
did  not  look  with  a  sacred  horror  upon  the 
holy  house,  and  adored^  it,  and  wished  that 
the  robbers  would  repent  before  their  miseries 
became  incurable. 

4.  Now  Titus  was  deeply  affected  with  this 
state  of  things,  and  reproached  John  and  his 
party,  and  said  to  them,  "  Have  not  you,  vile 
wretches  that  you  are,  by  our  permission,  put 
up  this  partition- wall  J  before  jour  sanctuary  ? 
Have  not  you  been  allowed  to  put  up  the 
pillars  thereto  belonging,  at  due  disiauces, 
and  Oil  it  to  engrave  in  Greek,  and  in  your 
own  letters,  this  prohibition,  that  no  foreigner 
should  go  l*eyond  that  wall?  Have  not  we 
given  you  leave  to  kill  such  as  go  beyond  it, 
though  be  were  a  Roman?  And  what  do  you 
do  now,  you  pernicious  villains?  M'hy  do  you 
trample  upon  dead  bodies  in  thi*.  temple? 
and  why  do  you  pollute  this  holy  house  with 
the  blood  both  of  foreigners  and  Jews  them- 
selves? I  appeal  to  the  gods  of  my  own  coun- 
try, and  to  every  god  that  ever  had  any  re- 
gard to  this  place  (for  I  do  not  suppose  it  to 
be  now  regarded  by  any  of  them)  ;  I  aUo  op- 
peal  to  my  own  army,  and  to  tho^e  Jeus  that 
are  now  with  roe,  and  even  to  you  yourseUes 

;  Oftbis  partitton-wa'l  separatine  Jews  and  Gentilea, 
w  10  its  pillars  and  inscription,  aee  tbe  deecriptioD  AfttM 
leBiplc«.cbay  av 
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ttet  I  do  not  forca  Toa  to  defile  this  jom 
Muctau-r ;  and  if  you  will  but  cbanfc  the 
oiaee  abefeoo  you  will  6^t,  do  Roman  shsU 
eHJier  come  nemr  Toor  «nctu»r_T,  or  offer  »ny 
ufront  10  it ;  ii»y,  I  'rill  endeavour  to  pre- 
•erve  you  your  holy  houae,  wbeilier  you  will 
or  Dot."' 

5.  As  Josephus  explained  these  thing* 
from  the  iiioath  of  C»5ar,  both  the  robben 
and  the  tyrant  tbooght  that  these  exhortations 
pro<-eeded  from  Titus's  fear,  and  not  from  his 
jood-will  to  them,  and  grev  insolent  upon  it; 
but  when  Titus  saw  that  these  men  were  nei- 
ther to  be  mored  by  eoanaermtioa  towards 
tfaem«elres.  nor  bad  my  cutttn  upon  them 
to  hare  the  holy  boose  spared,  be  proceeded, 
uawilUaf^ly,  to  ^  on  again  with  the  war 
tfiiut  them.  He  could  not  indeed  briag  all 
his  anny  againft  them,  the  place  was  so  nar- 
row :  bat  cboosin;  thirty  soldiers  of  the  most 
raliant  out  of  every  hundred,  and  con~.mittinr 


them.  Then  did  the  Rooaas  reoeiTe  the 
otiset  of  tho«e  that  came  first  upon  them ;  but 
those  that  followed  them  fell  upon  their  ovra 
troops,  and  many  of  them  treated  their  own 
■oldiera  as  if  they  had  been  enemifs ;  for  the 
great  coafused  n'ois*  that  was  made  on  both 
sides,  hindered  them  from  distineuishing  one 
another's  voicts,  as  did  the  darkness  of  tUe 
night  hinder  them  from  the  like  dis-.ineiion 
by  the  sight,  besides  that  blindness  which  arose 
otherwise  also  from  the  passion  and  the  fear 
they  were  in  at  the  same  time;  for  which  rea- 
son, it  was  all  one  to  the  soldiers  who  it  was 
they  struck  at.  However,  this  ignorance  did 
less  harm  to  the  Romans  .than  to  the  Jews, 
because  they  were  joioed  together  onder  their 
shields,  and' made  their  sallies  JDOre  regalarly 
than  the  others  did,  and  each  of  them  remeiB- 
bered  their  uatti-woid;  srhile  the  Jewi  were 
perpetually  dispersed  abroad,  and  made  their 
at-.acks  and  retreats  at  random,  and  so  did  fre- 


•  thousand  to  each  tribune,  and  making  Ce-  quenily  seem  to  one  ar.other  to  be  enemies; 
realis  their  commander-in-chief,  he  gave  or- 
ders that  they  should  attack  the  guards  of  the 
temple  about  the  ninth  boor  of  that  night ; 
but  as  be  was  now  in  his  armour,  and  pre- 
paring to  go  down  urith  them,  his  friends 
would  not  let  him  go,  by  reason  of  the  great- 
BCM  of  the  danger,  and  what  the  cooimanders 
■argested  to  them :  for  they  said,  that  he 
•rould  do  more  by  sitting  above  in  the  tou-er 
o(  Antonia,  as  a  dispenser  of  rewards  to  tbu«e 
soldiers  that  signalised  themselves  in  the  fight, 
than  bv  coming  down  and  hazarding  his  own 
person  in  the  fore-front  of  them  ;  for  that 
thev  would  all  fight  stoutly  while  Orsar 
looked  upon  them.  With  this  advice  Csesar 
complied,  and  aid.  that  the  only  reason  be 
bad  for  such  compliance  with  the  soldiers  was 
this,  that  he  mighl  be  able  to  judee  of  their 
eoorageous  actions,  and  that  no  \-aliant  soldier 
night  lie  concealed,  and  miss  of  his  reward ; 
and  no  covvardly  soldier  miffht  go  onpunished; 
bat  that  be  might  himself  be  an  eye-w.tne-*. 
and  able  to  rive  evidence  of  all  that  Avas  done. 

who  was  to  be  the  disposer  of  punishments 
and  rewards  to  tbem.     So  he  sent  the  soldiers 

about  their  *-ork  at  the  hour  forementioned. 

while  be  went  out  himself  to  a  higher  place 

m  the  tovver  of  Antonia,  whence  he  might  see 

what  was  done,  and  there  waited  with  impa- 
tience to  see  the  event. 

6.  Houever.  the  soldiers  that  vrere  sent  did 

not  find  theguardsoftbe  temple  asleep,  as  they 

hoped  to  have  done ;  but  were  obliged  to  fieht 

n-ith  them  immediately  hand  to  hand,  as  they 

rushed  with  violence  upon  them  with  a  great 

■bout.      Now,  as  soon  as  the  rest  within  the 

temple  beard  that  shout  of  those  that  were 

upon  the  watch,  they  ran  out  in  troops  apon 


•  Tbat  tbese  ■gjilieos  Jews  vut  Ifce  i-stri  Mx&svns 
«f  tbeir  own  JeJUacliaii.  mad  ti  Ike  c«nfl>er«li<Mi  M  th^ir 
crt;  v>d  Irmple ;  aad  tkat  Tims  r«r*rfilj  sjkd  rttpoajitl; 
(■boQTv^  lo  art  both,  is  ben  utd  eTcxjwjicn  cosx  ert- 


for 
every  one  of  them  received  those  of  their  own 
men  that  came  back  in  the  dark  as  Romans  and 
made  an  assault  upon  tbem ;  so  that  more  ot 
them  were  wounded  by  their  own  men  than  by 
the  enemy,  till,  upon  the  coming  on  of  the  day, 
the  nature  of  the  fight  was  discerned  by  the 
eye  afterward.  Then  did  they  stai>d  in  battle- 
array  in  distinct  bodies;  and  cast  their  darU 
regularly,  and  regularly  defended  themselves  ; 
nor  did  either  side  ;ield  or  grow  weary.  The 
Romans  contended  with  eaci  other  who  should 
fight  the  rooit  strenuously,  both  single  roea 
aiid  entire  reriments,  as  being  under  the  eye 
of  Titus  ;  and  every  oi>e  eonclm^ed  that  thb 
day  wonid  begin  his  protnotiun  if  he  foaght 
brarelv.  The  great  encouragements  which 
the  Jews  had  in  view  to  act  vigorously  were 
tbeir  fear  for  themselves  and  for  the  temple, 
and  the  presence  of  their  tyrant,  who  exhorted 
some,  and  beat  and  threatened  others  to  act 
courageously.  Sow,  it  so  happened,  that 
this  fiv.-ht  was  for  the  most  part  a  stationary 
ore.  wherein  the  soldiers  went  on  ai.d  came 
hack  in  a  short  time,  and  suddenly ;  for  there 
was  no  long  space  of  ground  for  either  of 
their  flights  or  pursuits ;  but  still  there  was  a 
tumtiltuous  noise  among  the  Romans  from 
the  tower  of  Antonia,  who  loudly  cried  out 
upon  all  occasions  for  their  own  men  to  press 
on  courageously,  when  they  were  too  hard  for 
the  Jews,  and  to  stay  when  they  were  retire- 
ine  backward  ;  so  that  here  was  a  kind  ot 
theatre  of  war :  for  what  was  done  in  this 
tight  could  not  be  concealed  either  from  Ti- 
tus or  from  those  that  were  about  him.  At 
length,  it  appeared  that  this  fight,  which  be- 
gan at  the  ninth  hoar  of  the  night,  was  not 
over  till  past  the  lifth  hour  of  the  day;  and 
that,  in  the  same  place  where  the  l«ttle  be- 
gan,  neither  party  could  say  they  had  made 
the  other  to  retire :  but  both  the  armies  left 
the  victory  aln.ost  in  uncertaii.ty  'oetween 
them ;    wherein  those  that  signalized  them- 
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selves  OD  tbe  Roman  side  ^rere  a  ^eat  many; 
but  on  the  Jewish  side,  and  of  those  that 
were  with  Simon,  Judas  the  son  of  Merto, 
end  Simon  the  son  of  Josias;  of  tbe  Idu- 
means,  James  and  Simon,  tbe  latter  of  whom 
was  the  son  of  Cathla^,  and  James  was  tbe 
son  of  Sosas ;  of  those  that  were  with  John 
Cyphthtfus  and  Alcxas ;  and,  of  the  zealots, 
Simon,  the  son  of  Jairus. 

7.  In  the  mean  time,  the  rest  of  the  Ro- 
man army  had,  in  seven  days'  time  over- 
thrown [some]  fomidations  of  tbe  tower  of 
Antonia,  and  bad  made  a  ready  and  broad 
way  to  tbe  temple.  Then  did  the  legions 
come  near  tbe  first  court,'  and  began  to  raise 
their  banks.  Tbe  one  bank  was  over-against 
the  norih-west  corner  of  the  inner  temple  ;t 
another  was  at  that  northern  edifice  which  was 
between  tbe  two  gates;  and  of  tbe  other  two, 
one  was  at  tbe  western  cloister  of  tbe  outer 
court*  of  the  temple ;  tbe  other  against  it« 
northern  cloister.  However  these  works  were 
thus  far  advanced  by  the  Romans,  not  w  itbout 
great  pains  and  difficulty,  and  particularly 
by  being  obliged  to  bring  their  materials  from 
the  distance  of  a  hundred  furlongs.  They 
bad  farther  difficulties  also  upon  them:  some- 
times, by  tbe  over-great  security  they  were  in 
that  they  should  overcome  the  Jewish  snares 
laid  for  them,  and  by  that  boldness  of  the  Jews 
which  their  despair  of  escaping  had  inspired 
them  withal ;  for  some  of  their  horsemen 
when  they  went  out  to  gather  wood  or  bay, 
let  their  horses  feed,  without  having  their  bri> 
dies  on  during  tbe  time  of  foraging ;  upon 
which  horses  tbe  Jews  sallied  out  in  whole 
bodies,  and  seized  them;  and  when  this  was 
continually  done,  and  Caesar  believed,  what 
the  truth  was,  that  the  horses  were  stolen 
more  by  tbe  negligence  of  his  own  men  than 
by  tbe  valour  of  the  Jews,  be  determined  to 
use  greater  severity  to  oblige  tbe  rest  to  take 
care  of  their  horses ;  so  he  commanded  that 
one  of  those  soldiers  who  had  lost  their  horses 
should  be  capitally  punished  ;  whereby  he  so 
terrified  the  rest  that  they  preserved  their 
horses  for  the  time  to  come  ;  for  they  did  not 
any  longer  let  them  go  from  them  to  feed 
by  themselves,  but,  as  if  they  had  grown  to 
them,  they  went  always  along  with  tbem 
when  they  wanted  necessaries.  Thus  did  the 
Romans  still  continue  to  make  war  against 
tbe  temple,  and  to  raise  their  banks  against  it. 

8.  Now,  after  one  day  had  been  interposed 
since  the  Romans  ascended  the  breach,  many 
of  tbe  seditious  were  so  pressed  by  tbe  famine, 
upon  the  present  failure  of  their  ravages,  that 
they  got  together,  and  made  an  attack  on 
those  Roman  guards  that  were  upon  the 
Mount  of  Olives,  and  this  about  tbe  eleventh 
hour  of  the  day,  as  supposing  first,  that  they 
would  not  expect  such  an  onset,  and  in  the 
next  place,  that  they  were  then  taking  care 
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of  iheir  bodies,  and  that  therefore  they  should 
very  easily  beat  them ; — but  the  Romans 
were  apprised  of  their  coming  to  attack  them 
beforehand,  and  running  together  from  the 
neighbouring  camps  on  tbe  sudden,  prevented 
tbem  from  getting  over  their  fortification,  or 
forcing  the  wall  that  was  built  about  them 
Upon  this  came  on  a  sharp  fight,  and  here 
many  great  actions  were  performed  on  both 
sides;  while  the  Romans  showed  both  their 
courage  and  their  skill  in  war,  as  did  the 
Jews  come  on  tbem  with  immoderate  violence 
and  intolerable  passion.  The  one  party 
were  urged  on  by  shame,  and  the  other  by 
necessity ;  for  it  seemed  a  very  shameful 
thing  to  the  Romans  to  let  the  Jews  go,  now 
tfaey  were  taken  in  a  kind  of  net ;  while  the 
Jens  had  but  one  hope  of  saving  themselves, 
and  that  was,  in  case  they  could  by  violence 
break  through  the  Roman  wall : — and  one, 
whose  name  was  Pedanius,  belonging  to  a 
party  of  horsemen,  when  the  Jews  were  al. 
ready  beaten  and  forced  down  into  the  valley 
together,  spurred  bis  horse  on  their  flank 
with  great  vehemence,  and  caught  up  a  cer- 
tain young  man  belonging  to  tbe  enemy  by 
his  ancle,  as  he  was  running  away.  The 
man  was,  however,  of  a  robust  body,  and  in 
bis  armour ;  so  low  did  Pedanius  bend  him- 
self downward  from  bis  horse,  even  as  be  was 
galloping  away,  and  so  great  was  the  strength 
of  bis  right  band,  and  of  tbe  rest  of  bis  body, 
as  also  such  skill  had  he  in  horsemanship. 
So  this  man  seized  upon  that  bis  prey,  a* 
upon  a  precious  treasure,  and  carried  him  aa 
his  captive  to  Csesar:  whereupon  Titus  ad- 
mired tbe  man  that  had  seized  the  other 
for  bis  great  strength,  and  ordered  the  man 
that  was  caught  to  be  punished  [with  death] 
for  his  attempt  against  the  Roman  wail, 
but  betook  himself  to  the  siege  of  tbe  tem- 
ple, and  to  pressing  on  the  raising  of  tbe 
banks. 

9.  In  tbe  mean  time,  the  Jews  were  so  dis- 
tressed by  the  fights  they  had  been  in,  as  the 
war  advanced  higher  and  higher,  and  creep- 
ing up  to  the  holy  house  itself,  that  they,  as 
it  were,  cut  off  those  limbs  of  their  body 
which  were  infected,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
distemper's  spreading  farther ;  for  they  set 
the  north-west  cloister,  which  was  joined  to 
the  tower  cf  Antonia,  on  fire,  and  after  that 
brake  off  about  twenty  cubits  of  that  cloister, 
and  thereby  made  a  beginning  in  buniing  the 
sanctuary:  tw'o  days  after  which,  or  on  the 
twenty-fourth  day  jof  the  foreoamed  month 
[Panemus  or  Tamuz],  the  Romans  set  fire  to 
the  cloister  that  joined  to  the  other,  when  tne 
fire  went  fifteen  cubits  farther.  The  Jewa. 
in  like  manner,  cut  off  its  roof;  nor  am  iney 
entirely  leave  off  what  they  were  about  till 
the  tower  of  Antonia  was  parted  from  the 
temple,  even  when  it  was  in  their  power  to 
bave  stopped  the  fire ;  nay.  they  lay  Btill 
while  the  temple  whs  first  set  on  fire,  and 
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deemed  this  sprcBtling  of  the  fire  to  be  for 
their  own  advantage.  However,  the  armies 
were  still  fighting  one  against  another  about 
the  temple:  and  the  war  was  managed  by 
continual  sallies  of  particular  parties  against 
one  another. 

10.  Now  there  was  at  this  time  a  man 
among  the  Jews;  low  of  stature  he  was,  and 
of  a  despicable  appearance:  of  no  character 
either  as  to  his  family,  or  in  other  respects  : 
bis  name  was  Jonathan.  He  went  out  at  the 
high-priest  John's  monument,  and  uttered 
many  other  insolent  things  to  the  Romans, 
and  challenged  the  best  of  them  all  to  a 
single  combat;  but  many  of  those  that  stood 
there  in  the  army  buffed  him,  and  many  of 
them  (as  they  might  well  be)  were  afraid  of 
bim.  Some  of  them  also  reasoned  thus,  and 
that  justly  enough :  that  it  was  not  fit  to  fight 
with  a  man  that  desired  to  die,  because  those 
that  utterly  despaired  of  deliverance  had, 
besides  other  passions,  a  violence  in  attacking 
men  that  could  not  be  opposed,  and  had  no 
regard  to  God  himself;  and  that  to  hazard 
one's  self  with  a  person,  whom  if  you  over- 
come, you  do  no  great  matter,  and  by  whom 
it  is  baiardous  that  you  may  be  taken  pri- 
eoner,  would  be  an  instance  not  of  manly 
courage,  but  of  unmanly  rashness.  So  there 
being  nobody  that  came  out  to  accept  the 
man's  challenge,  and  the  Jew  cutting  them 
with  a  great  number  of  reproaches,  as  cow- 
ards (for  he  was  a  very  haughty  man  in  him- 
self, and  a  great  despiser  of  the  Romans),  one 
whose  naiYie  was  Pudens,  of  the  body  of  horse- 
men, out  of  his  abomination  of  the  other's 
words,  and  of  bis  impudence  withal,  and  per- 
haps out  of  an  inconsiderate  arrogance,  on 
account  of  the  other's  lowness  of  stature,  ran 
out  to  biro,  and  was  too  hard  for  him  in  other 
respects,  but  was  betrayed  by  his  ill-fortune ; 
for  he  fell  down,  and  as  he  was  down,  Jona- 
than came  running  to  hioi,  and  cut  his  throat, 
and  then  standing  upon  his  dead  body,  he 
brandished  his  sword,  bloody  as  it  was,  and 
shook  his  shield  with  his  left  band,  and  made 
many  acdamatione  to  the  Roman  army,  and 
e.vulted  over  the  dead  man,  and  jested  upon 
the  Romans;  till  at  length  one  Priscus,  a  cen- 
turion, shot  a  dart  at  bim  as  he  was  leaping 
and  playing  the  ioo\  with  himself,  and  thereby 
pierced  him  through:  upon  ivhicb  a  shout 
was  set  up  both  by  the  Jews  and  the  Romans, 
though  on  different  accounts.  So  Jonathan 
grew  giddy  by  the  pain  of  his  wounds,  and 
feil  down  upon  the  body  of  bis  adversary — a 
piam  instance  how  suddenly  vengeance  may 
come  upon  men  that  have  success  in  war, 
without  aiiy  just  deserving  of  the  same. 


CHAPTER  III. 

COXCEUXING  A  STRATAGEM  TBAT  WAS  CK- 
VISED  BV  THE  JEWS,  BY  WHICH  THEY 
BURST  MANY  OF  THE  ROMANS;  WITH  AN- 
OTHER DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  TERRIBLE 
FAMINE  THAT  WAS  IS  THE  CITY. 

§  1.  BtJT  now  the  seditious  that  were  in  the 
temple  did  every  day  openly  endeavour  to 
beat  olTtbe  soldiers  that  were  upon  the  banks, 
and  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  the  fore- 
named  month  [Panemus,  or  Tamuz],  contrived 
such  a  stratagem  as  this: — They  filled  that 
part  of  the  western  cloister*  which  was  be- 
tween the  beams,  and  the  roof  under  them, 
with  dry  materials,  as  also  with  bitumen  and 
pitch,  and  then  retired  from  that  place  as 
though  they  were  tired  with  the  pains  they 
had  taken;  at  which  procedure  of  theirs,  many 
of  the  most  inconsiderate  among  the  Romans, 
who  were  carried  away  with  violent  passions, 
followed  hard  after  them  as  they  were  retiring, 
and  applied  bidders  to  the  cloister,  and  got 
up  to  it  suddenly;  but  the  prudent  part  of 
them,  when  they  understood  this  unaccount- 
able retreat  of  the  Jews,  stood  ^till  where  they 
were  before.  However,  the  cloister  was  full 
of  those  that  were  gone  up  the  ladders;  at 
which  time  tlic  Jews  set  it  all  on  fire;  and  as 
the  flames  burst  out  everywhere  on  the  sud- 
den, the  Romans  that  were  out  of  the  danger 
were  seized  with  a  very  great  consternation, 
as  were  those  that  were  in  the  midst  of  the 
danger  in  the  utmost  distress.  So  when  they 
perceived  themselves  surrounded  with  the 
flames,  some  of  them  threw  themselves  down 
back  wards  into  the  city,  and  some  among  their 
enemies  [In  the  temple];  as  did  many  leap 
down  to  their  own  men,  and  broke  their  limbs 
to  pieces;  but  a  great  number  of  those  that 
were  going  to  take  these  violent  methods,  were 
prevented  by  the  fire;  though  some  prevented 
the  fire  by  their  own  swords.  However,  the 
fire  was  on  the  sudden  carried  so  far  as  to 
surround  those  who  would  have  otherwise 
perished.  As  fpr  C^sar  himself,  he  could 
not,  however,  but  commiserate  those  that  thus 
perished,  although  they  got  up  thither  with- 
out any  order  for  so  doing,  since  there  was  no 
ivay  of  giving  them  any  relief.  Yet  was  this 
some  comfort  to  those  that  were  destroyed, 
that  every  body  might  see  that  person  grieve, 
for  whose  sake  they  came  to  their  end ;  for 
he  cried  out  openly  to  them,  and  leaped  up, 
and  exhorted  those  that  were  about  him  to 
do  their  utmost  to  relieve  them.  So  every 
one  of  them  died  cheerfully,  as  carrying 
along  with  him  these  words  and  this  intentioa 
of  Caesar  as  a  sepulchral  monument.  Some 
there  were,  indeed,  who  retired  into  the  wall 
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of  tbe  cloiBter,  wbicli  was  broad,  and  nere 
preserved  out  of  the  fire,  but  were  then  sur- 
rounded by  tbe  Jens;  and  alihough  (Ley 
made  resistance  against  tbe  Je\\s  tor  a  long 
tiniCt  yet  %vere  tbey  wounded  by  tbeiu,  and  at 
length  tbey  all  fell  down  dead. 

2.  At  the  last,  a  young  man  among  them, 
whose  name  was  Longus,  became  a  decoration 
to  this  sad  aifair,  and  while  every  one  of  them 
that  perished  were  worthy  of  a  memorial,  this 
man  appeared  to  deserve  it  beyond  all  the  reel. 
Kow  the  Jews  admired  this  man  for  bis  courage, 
and  were  farther  desirous  of  having  him  slain; 
so  tbey  persuaded  him  to  conic  down  to  them, 
upon  security  given  him  for  his  life.  But  Cor- 
nelius, his  brother,  persuaded  him,  on  the  con- 
trary, not  to  tarnish  bis  ou  n  glory  nor  that  of 
tbe  Roman  army,  lie  complied  with  this  last 
advice,  and  lifting  up  his  sword  before  both 
armies,  be  slew  himself.  Yet  was  there  one 
Artorius  among  those  siuroundcd  witii  tbe 
fire,  who  escaped  by  bis  sublilty ;  for  when  be 
Dad  with  a  loud  voice  called  to  him  Lucius, 
one  of  bis  fellow  soldiers  that  lay  with  him  in 
tbe  same  tent,  and  said  to  biin,  "  I  do  leave 
thee  beir  of  all  I  have,  if  thou  wilt  come  and 

eceive  me."  Upon  this  he  came  running  to 
.eceive  him  readily  ;  Artorius  then  threw  him- 
self down  upon  him,  and  saved  bis  own  life, 
while  be  that  received  him  was  dashed  so  ve- 
bemently  against  tbe  stone  pavement  by  the 
other's  weight,  that  he  died-  immediately. 
This  melancholy  accident  made  the  Romans 
sad  for  a  while,  but  still  it  made  them  more 
upon  their  guard  for  the  future,  and  was  of  ad- 
vantage to  them  against  tbe  delusions  of  the 
Jews,  by  which  they  were  greatly  damaged 
through  their  unacquuintedness  u  ith  the  places, 
and  with  the  nature  of  the  inhabitants.  Kow 
this  cloister  was  burnt  down  as  far  as  John's  tow- 
er, which  be  built  in  tbe  war  be  made  against 
Simon  over  the  gates  that  led  to  the  Xystus. 
The  Jews  also  cut  olT  the  rest  of  that  cloister 
from  the  temple,  after  they  had  destroyed 
those  that  got  up  to  it.  But  the  next  day  tbe 
Romans  burnt  down  the  northern  cloister  en- 
tirely, as  far  as  the  cast  cloister,  whose  com- 
mon angle  joined  to  tbe  valley  that  was  called 
Cedron,  and  was  built  over  it ;  on  which  ac- 
count the  depth  was  frightful.  And  this  was 
tbe  state  of  tbe  temple  at  that  time. 

3.  Kow  of  those  that  perished  by  famine 
in  the  city,  the  number  was  prodigious,  and 
the  miseries  tbey  underwent  were  unspeak- 
able; for  if  so  much  as  the  shadow  of  any 
kind  of  food  did  anywhere  appear,  a  war  was 
commenced  presently ;  and  the  dt  arest  friends 
fell  a  fighting  one  with  another  about  it, 
snatching  from  each  other  the  most  miserable 
supports  of  life.  Nor  would  men  believe  that 
those  who  were  dying  had  no  food  ;  but  the 
robbers  would  search  them  when  they  were 
expiring,  lest  any  one  should  ba\e  concealed 
food  in  their  boscmis,  and  counterfeited  djing: 
nay,  these  robbers  gaped  for  want,  and  ran 
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about  stumbling  and  staggering  along  Uke  mad 
dogs,  uTui  reeling  against  the  doors  of  tbe 
houses  like  drunken  men ;  they  would  also,  in 
the  great  distress  tbey  were  in,  rush  into  the 
very  same  houses  two  or  three  times  in  one 
and  the  same  day.  Moreover,  their  faungei 
was  so  intolerable,  that  it  obliged  them  to 
chew  every  thing,  while  they  gathered  sucli 
things  as  the  most  sordid  animals  would  not 
touch,  and  endured  to  eat  them;  nor  did  they 
at  length  abstain  from  girdles  ifnd  shoes-,  anj 
the  very  leather  which  belonged  to  their  shield* 
they  pulled  off  and  gnawed;  the  very  wisps  oi 
old  hay  became  food  to  some ;  and  sr>me 
gathered  up  fibres,  and  sold  a  very  small 
weight  of  them  for  four  Attic  [dracbnix]. 
But  why  do  1  describe  tbe  shameless  impu- 
dence that  tbe  famine  brought  on  men  in  their 
eating  inanimate  things,  while  1  am  goin^ 
to  relate  a  mutter  of  fact,  the  like  to  which  no 
history  relates,*  either  among  the  Greeks  or 
Barbarians  1  It  is  horrible  to  speak  of  it,  and 
incredible  when  heard.  1  had  indeed  willingly 
omitted  this  ralamity  of  ours,  that  1  njight 
not  seem  to  deliver  what  is  so  portentous  to 
posterity,  but  that  1  have  innumerable  wit- 
nesses to  it  in  my  own  age;  and  besides,  my 
rounlry  would  have  had  little  rc-ison  to  thank 
me  for  suf>pressing  the  miseries  that  she  under- 
went at  this  time. 

4.    There  was  a  certain  woman  that  dwelt  , 

beyond  Jordan,  her  name  w  as  Mary ;  her  \^ 
father  was  Eleazar,  of  the  village  Betbezub, 
which  signifies  tlie  ilou&e  of  Hymvp.  She 
was  eminent  for  her  lamily  and  her  wealth, 
and  had  tied  away  to  Jerusalem  with  the  rest 
of  the  multitude,  and  was  with  them  besieged 
therein  at  this  time.  The  other  eifects  of 
this  woman  bad  been  already  seized  upon  ; 
such  I  mean  as  she  bad  brought  with  her  out  « 
of  Perea,  and  removed  to  the  city.  T\'hat  she 
had  treasured  up  besides,  as  also  what  food 
she  bad  contrived  to  save,  bad  been  also  carrii;d 
otf  by  the  rapacictus  guards,  who  came  everji 
day  running  into  ber  house  for  that  purpose. 
This  put  the  poor  woman  into  a  very  great 
passion,  and  by  the  frequent  reproaches  and 

•  what  Josrphos  obs/TTc s  here,  that  Do  partllrl  px- 

amplt-s  had  been  rei-ordrd  lii*rore  tiis  time  of  swch  Rie^ei^ 
wlierein  moHiPrs  were  lorct-d  hy  extremity  of  laminr  to 
eat  their  own  children,  as  Itad  hern  threatened  to  th» 
Jews  in  the  law  of  Moses,  ttpun  obstinate  disobedience, 
and  more  than  once  Tu  filled  (see  my  Boyle's  Lectures, 
p.  21(t— -.il4),  is  by  Dr.  tindson  supposed  ts  liaee  bad 
two  or  three  parallel  exaenplea  in  later  ages.  He  miirht 
have  had  more  eXitmples,  1  suppose,  of  persons  on  ship- 
h4i.-iid,  or  in  a  desert  island  casting  lots  for  each  olher'a 
bndies:  but  all  this  uas  only  in  cases  where  they  knew 
of  no  possible  way  to  avoid  draih  Ihenselves.  but  by 
tilling  and  eating  others.  Xt  hether  snchexaroples  come 
up  to  the  present  case  roa>  be  doublfd.  The  Rofnant 
were  not  oaly  willing,  but  very  desTrous,  to  clant  those 
Jews  in  Jerusalem  both  (heir  lives  .-^rd  their  libertie-s, 
and  to  SHVe  beith  their  vit>  and  iheii  ten)|'le.  But  the 
aealots.  the  rol  hers,  and  tiie  seditious,  wmild  hearkeB 
to  no  terms  of  sohn-.i^sior.  They  voluutarily  chosa  to 
n-diice  the  citizens  to  that  esireniit>.  as  to  force  mtv 
tbers  to  this  unnatural  haibarty,  which,  in  all  its  cie 
ccinslances.  has  net.  1  still  suppose,  been  bithertA  p* 
r.'l*lrd  amoog  tbe  rest  ot  mBokind. 
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imprecations  she  cast  at  these  rapacious  vil- 
luiiis,  ^tie  ht))!  provoked  them  to  anger  Hgainst 
bcr;  but  none  of  them,  either  out  of  the  in- 
(ii^rtation  she  bad  raisi^d  against  herself,  or  out 
of  the  commiseration  of  her  case,  would  take 
away  her  life;  and  if  she  found  any  food,  bbe 
perceived  her  labours  were  for  others,  and  not 
for  herself;  and  it  was  now  becoine  impossible 
for  her  any  way  to  find  any  more  food,  while 
the  fan)ine  pierced  through  her  very  bowels 
and  inurruNv,  when  also  her  passion  was  fired  to 
a  dej^ee  bevond  the  famine  itself:  nor  did  she 
consult  with  any  thing  but  with  her  passion 
and  the  necessity  she  was  in.  She  then  at- 
(emptt-d  a  moi^t  uiniatural  thing;  and  snatch- 
ing up  her  son,  who  was  a  child  sucking  at  her 
hreas:,  she  said,  **  O  thou  miserable  infuntl  for 
whom  shall  I  prei^erve  thee  in  this  war,  this 
fdinlne,  uuii  this  ttedition?  As  to  the  war  with 
tile  Ilonutns,  if  they  preserve  our  lives,  we 
must  be  slaves  I  This  famine  aUo  will  de- 
siroy  us,  even  before  that  slavery  comes  upon 
iia; — yet  itre  these  seditious  rogues  more  ter- 
rible than  both  the  other.  Come  on;  be  thou 
Mi\  fiJdd,  tuid  t)e  thou  a  fury  to  these  seditious 
Viirjets  and  a  by-word  to  the  world,  which  is 
fill  tlml  is  now  wanting  to  complete  the  cala- 
jiiitieK  of  us  Jews."  As  soon  as  she  had  said 
this  she  slew  her  son;  and  then  roasted  him, 
aod  nte  the  one  half  of  him.  and  kept  the  other 
lijiif  b\  her  eonreuled.  Upon  this  the  sedi- 
ti<ius  Cduie  in  presently,  and  smelling  the  hor- 
rUi  i*rent  of  this  food,  they  threatened  her, 
tl.at  ilicy  would  rut  her  throat  immediately  if 
the  did  not  ehow  them  what  food  she  had  got- 
ten riiHly.  She  replied,  that  she  had  saved  a 
\ery  tine  p<irn^)n  of  it  for  them;  and  wiihal 
UM'n\ercd  «  ha(  was  left  of  her  son.  Here- 
in xm  t  lie  v«  ire  seized  with  a  horror  and  amaze- 
iit(  ii!  of  iiiiiid,  atid  stood  astonished  at  the 
*  t-i«hi  ;  \»  hen  ?he  ^aid  to  them,  "  This  is  mine 
iiwii  >on;  and  wh;it  hath  been  done  was  mine 
own  doii'g!  Oonie,  ent  of  this  food;  for  I 
hcive  eaten  ef  it  myself!  Po  not  you  pretend 
to  be  either  more  tender  than  a  woman,  ur 
inore  eonip.i>sionuie  than  a  mother;  but  if  \ou 
be  -o  seiiipulous,  and  do  abominate  this  my 
fjieiilice,  as  I  have  eaten  the  oiie  half,  let  the 
re-^i  be  rest'iied  f<tr  me  mIso."  After  which, 
♦  ho-e  men  went  cmt  trenililing,  being  never  so 
MHich  iiiniehted  at  aiiv  thifg  as  they  were  at 
llii>.  and  » itii  >ouu  dilliculty  they  lett  the  rest 
oi  that  nie-t  lo  ihe  uHither.  Upon  which  the 
wl?u#  eii\  wiis  hill  of  t^ii^  horrid  action  ini- 
i<>e(  iuteU  :  -'uii  while  every  body  laid  this 
miseratile  ease  beloie  tbcu'  own  eyes,  they 
treiiibUd.  as  \t  thi*  unhear(t-i>f  artjun  had 
Itt'eii  doi.e  nv  themselves.  So  those  that  were 
thus  <listres^«ed  by  the  famine  were  veiy  <le- 
siroitK  to  nit.-:  mu  tho>e  already  deaii  utre 
t-Tteii<eri  h"piu .  because  ihe\  hai,  not  li\ed 
lofig  encuiih  either  to  hear  ur  t'l  see  ^ui  h 
m:sene>. 

it.    'Mil*    -iid    iiisiHriee    wa>    ijuiekl;    Ittld    t(» 
the   Hoiuuns,   some  of    uboui  could   not  be- 


lieve it,  and  others  pitied  the  distress  which  f 
the  Jews  were  under;    but   there  were   many  . 
of  them  who  were  hereby  induced  to  a  more  « 
hitter    hatred  than  ordinary  against  our  na- 
tion;—  but    for  C^sar   he    excused    himself 
before  God  as  to  this  matter,  and  said  that  he 
had  proposed  peace  and  liberty  to  the  Jews, 
as  well  as  an  oblivion  of  all  their  former  in- 
solent practices;  but  that  they,  instead  of  con- 
cord, had  chosen  sedition;    instead  of  peace, 
war;  and  before  satiety  and  abundance,  a  fa- 
mine.     That  they  had  begun  with  their  own 
bands  to  burn  <Iown  that   temple,  which   we 
have  preserved   hitherto:  and  that  therefore  j 
they  deserved  to  eat  such   food  as  this  was,  . 
That,  however,  this  horrid  action  of  eating 
one's  own  child,  ought  to  be  covered  with  the 
overthrow  of  their  very  country  itself;    and 
men  oui.'ht  not  to  leave  such  a  city  upon  the 
habitable  earth  to  be  seen  by  the  sun,  wherein 
mothers  are  thus  fed,  although  sui'b  food  be 
fitter  for  the  fathers  than  for  the  mothers  to 
eat  of,  since  it  is  they  that  continue  still  in  a  . 
state  of  war  against  us,  after  they   have  un-  . 
dergone  such  miseries  as  these.      And  at  the 
same  time  that  he  said  this,  he  reflected  on  the  - 
desperate  condition  these  men  must  be    in; 
nor  could  he  expect  that  such   men  could  be 
recovered  to  sobriety  of  mind,  after  they  bad 
endured  those  very  sufferingfi,  for  the  avoid- 
ing whereof  it  only  was  probable  they  might 
have  repented. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

■WHEN  THE  BANKS  W  EKE  COMPLETED,  AND 
THE  BATTEKINO  -  KAMS  BIlOfCHT,  AND 
COL'LD  DO  NOTiilNti,  TITLS  GAVE  ORDEUS 
TO  SET  r IKE  TOTHE  GATES  OFTHE  TEMPLE; 
IN  No  LONG  TIME  AFTJ  R  W  HICH,  THE  HOLY 
HOUSE  ITSELF  WAS  DUUNT  DOWN,  EVEN 
AGAINST  HIS  CONSENT. 

§  1.  And  now  two  of  the  legions  bad  com- 
pleted their  banks  on  the  eighth  day  of  the 
month  Lous[Ab].  Whereupon  Titus  gave  or- 
ders that  the  battering-rams  should  be  brought 
and  set  over-against  the  western  edifice  of  the 
inner  temple;  for  before  these  were  brought, 
the  firmest  of  all  the  other  engines  had  bat- 
tered the  wall  for  six  days  together  without 
ceasing,  without  making  any  impres>-ion 
upon  it;  but  the  vast  largeness  and  strong 
connexion  of  the  stones  were  superior  to  that 
engine,  and  to  the  other  battering-rams  also. 
Other  Romans  did  indeed  undermine  the 
iound^tions  of  the  northern  gate,  and,  after  a 
,  «orlri  of  [tains,  reuiovid  the  outermost  stones, 
\  \et  was  the  gate  still  upheld  b>  the  inner 
-torn*-,  Hi'd  >t(»»d  still  uiihiirt;^  till  the  work- 
uieii,  despairing  of  all  >U(  h  attempts  by  en. 
t;uie<  and  cr<iws,  brought  their  Udders  to  the 
I  cloisters.      Now   the  Jews  did   not  inttrrupt 
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them  in  so  doing;  but  wtcn  they  were  gotten 
up,  they  fell  upon  them  and  fought  with  them ; 
tome  of  them  they  thrust  down,  and  threw 
them  backwards  headlong;  others  of  them  they 
met  and  slew;  they  also  beat  many  of  those 
that  went  down  the  ladders  again,  and  slew 
them  with  their  swords  before  they  could 
bring  their  shields  to  protect  them;  nay,  some 
of  the  ladders  they  threw  down  from  above 
«hen  they  were  full  of  armed  men ;  a  great 
slaughter  was  made  of  the  Jews  also  at  the 
same  time,  while  those  that  bare  the  ensigns 
fought  hard  for  them,  as  deeming  it  a  terrible 
thing,  and  what  would  tend  to  their  great 
shame,  if  they  permitted  them  to  be  stolen 
Bway.  Yet  did  the  Jews  at  length  get  pos- 
session of  these  engines,  and  destroyed  those 
that  had  gone  up  the  ladders,  while  the  rest 
were  so  intimidated  by  what  those  suffered 
who  were  slain,  that  they  retired;  although 
none  of  the  Romans  died  without  having  done 
good  service  before  his  death.  Of  the  sedi- 
tious, those  that  had  fought  bravely  in  the 
former  battles,  did  the  like  now;  as  besides 
them  did  Elea/ar,  the  brother's  son  of  Simon 
the  tyrant.  But  when  Titus  perceived  that 
his  endeavours  to  spare  a  foreign  temple 
turned  to  the  damage  of  his  soldiers  and 
made  them  be  killed,  be  gave  order  to  set  the 
gates  on  fire. 

2.  In  the  mean  time  there  deserted  to  him 
Ananus,  who  came  from  Emmaus,  the  most 
bloody  of  all  Simon's  guards,  and  Archelaus. 
the  son  of  Magadatuc,  they  hoping  to  be  still 
forgiven,  because  they  left  the  Jews  at  a  time 
when  they  were  the  conquerors.  Titus  ot)- 
jected  this  to  these  men.  as  a  cunning  trick 
of  theirs;  and  as  he  had  been  informed  of 
their  other  barbarities  toward  the  Jews,  he 
was  going  in  all  haste  to  have  them  both 
slain.  He  told  them  that  they  were  only 
driven  to  this  desertion  because  of  the  utmost 
distress  they  were  in,  and  did  not  come  away 
of  their  own  good  disposition;  and  that  those 
did  not  deserve  to  be  preserved,  by  whom 
their  own  city  was  already  set  on  fire,  out  of 
w  liich  fire  they  now  hurried  themselves  away. 
However,  the  security  be  had  promised  de- 
serters overcame  his  resentments,  and  he  dis- 
missed them  accordingly,  though  he  did  not 
give  them  the  same  privileges  that  he  had 
afforded  to  others;  and  now  the  soldiers  had 
already  put  tire  to  the  gates,  and  the  silver 
that  was  over  them  quickly  carried  the  flames 
to  the  wood  that  was  within  it,  whence  it 
spread  it>elf  all  on  the  sudden,  and  caught 
bold  of  the  cloisters.  Upon  the  Jews'  seeing 
this  (ire  all  about  them,  their  spirits  sunk, 
together  with  their  bodies,  and  they  were  un- 
der such  astonishment,  that  not  one  of  them 
made  any  haste,  either  to  defend  himself  or 
to  quench  the  fire,  but  they  stood  as  mute 
spectators  of  It  only.  However,  they  did  not 
so  grieve  at  the  loss  jf  what  was  now  burn- 
Ulg  as  to  grow  wiser  therebj  for  the  time  to 


come ;  but  as  though  the  holy  bouse  itself 
had  been  on  fire  already,  tbey  whetted  their 
passions  against  the  Romans.  This  fire  pre- 
vailed during  that  day  and  the  next  also;  for 
the  soldiers  were  not  able  to  bum  all  the 
cloisters  that  were  round  about  together  at 
one  time,  but  only  by  pieces. 

3.  But  then,  on  the  next  day,  Titus  com- 
manded part  of  his  army  to  quench  the  fire, 
and  to  make  a  road  for  the  more  easy  march- 
ing up  of  the  legions,  while  he  himself  ga- 
thered the  commanders  tf^ether.  Of  those 
there  were  assembled  the  six  principal  per- 
sons: Tiberius  Alexander,  the  commander 
[under  the  general]  of  the  whole  army;  with 
Sextus  Cerealis,  the  commander  oi*  the  fifth 
legion;  and  Larcius  Lepidus,  the  commander 
of  the  tenth  legion;  and  Titus  Frigius,  the 
commander  of  the  fifteenth  legion:  there  wb« 
also  with  them  Eternius,  the  leader  of  tbt 
two  legions  that  came  from  Alexandria;  and 
Marcus  Antonius  Julianus,  procurator  of 
Judea:  after  these  came  togetosr  all  the  . 
rest  of  the  procurators  and  tribunes.  Titus  / 
proposed  to  these  that  they  should  give  bin  ^ 
their  advice  what  should  be  done  about  the 

holy  house.  Now,  some  of  these  thought  it 
would  be  the  best  way  to  act  according  to  the 
rules  of  war  [and  demolish  it];  because  the 
Jews  would  never  leave  off  rebelling  while 
that  house  was  standing;  at  which  house  it 
war  that  they  used  to  get  all  together.  Others 
of  them  were  of  opinion,  that  in  case  the 
Jews  would  leave  it,  and  none  of  them  would 
lay  their  arms  up  in  it,  he  might  siive  it;  but 
that  in  case  they  got  upon  it,  and  fought  Hti> 
more,  he  might  burn  it;  because  it  must  then 
be  looked  upon  not  as  a  holy  house,  but  as  a 
citadel;  and  that  the  impiety  of  burnin-:  it 
would  then  belong  to  those  that  forced  ti^is 
to  be  done,  and  not  to  them.  But  Tiius  * 
said,  that  "although  the  Jews  should  get 
upon  that  holy  house,  and  fight  us  thence, 
yet  ought  wc  not  to  revenge  ourselves  on 
things  that  are  inanimate,  instead  of  the  nien 
themselves;"  and  that  br  was  not  in  any  rase 
for  burning  down  so  vast  a  work  as  ihiit  was, 
because  this  would  be  a  mischief  to  the  Ri>- 
nians  themselves,  as  it  woulil  be  an  ort:ami'iit 
to  their  government  while  it  continued.  So 
Fronto,  and  Alexander,  and  Cerealis.  grew 
bold  upon  that  declaration,  and  agreed  to  the 
opinion  of  Titus.  Then  was  tiiis  assembly 
dissolved,  when  Titus  had  given  ordeHi  to 
the  commanders  that  the  rest  of  their  forces 
-hould  lie  still;  but  that  they  should  make 
tse  of  such  as  were  most  courageous  in  this 
ittack.  So  he  commanded  that  the  chosen 
nen  that  were  taken  out  of  the  cohorts  should 
make  their  way  through  the  ruins,  and  quench 
I  he  fire. 

4.  Now  it  is  true,  that  on  this  da-  t'te 
Jews  were  so  weary,  and  under  such  conster- 
nation, that  tbey  refrained  from  any  attacks; 
but  on  the  next  day  they  gathered  thei'  whole 
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furoe  together,  and  ran  upon  those  that 
guarded  the  outward  court  of  the  temple, 
very  boldly,  through  the  east  gate,  and  tbi%. 
about  the  second  hoar  of  the  day.  These 
guards  received  that  their  attack  with  great 
bravery,  and  by  covering  themselves  with 
their  shields  before,  as  if  it  were  with  a  wall, 
they  drew  their  squadron  close  together;  yet 
was  it  evident  that  they  could  not  abide  there 
very  long,  but  would  be  overborne  by  the 
multitude  of  those  that  sallied  out  upon  them, 
and  by  the  heat  of  their  passion.  However, 
Caesar  seeing,  from  the  tower  of  Antonia,  that 
this  squadron  was  likely  to  give  way,  he  sent 
some  choseu  horsemen  to  t^upport  them. 
Uereupoa  the  Jews  found  themselves  not 
able  to  sustain  their  onset,  and  upon  the 
slaughter  of  those  in  the  fore-front,  many  of 
the  rest  were  put  to  flight;  but  as  the  Ro- 
mans were  going  off,  the  Jews  turned  upon 
them  and  fought  them  ;  and  as  those  Romans 
came  back  upon  them,  they  retreated  again, 
until  about  the  fifth  hour  of  the  day  they  were 
overborne,  and  shut  tbeoasel  ves  up  in  the  inner 
[court  of  the]  temple. 

5,  So  Titus  retired  info  the  tower  of 
Antonia,  and  resolved  to  storm  the  temple 
the  next  day,  early  in  the  morning,  «ith  his 
whole  army,  and  to  encamp  round  about  the 
holy  house ;  but,  as  for  that  house,  God  had 
for  certain  long  ago  doomed  it  to  the  fire; 
and  now  that  fatal  day  was  come,  according 
to  the  revolution  of  ages  :  it  was  the  tenth 
day  of  the  mouth  Lous  [Ah],  upon  which  it 
was  formerly  burnt  by  the  king  of  Dabylon  ; 
although  these  flames  took  their  rise  from  the 
Jews  themselves,  and  were  occasioned  by 
them  ;  for  upon  Titus's  retiring,  the  seditious 
lay  still  for  a  little  while,  and  then  attacked  the 
Romans  agiiin,  when  thoi^  that  guarded  the 
holy  bouse  fought  with  those  that  quenched 
the  tire  that  was  burning  in  the  inner  [court 
of  the]  temple;  but  these  Romans  put  the 
Jews  to  flight,  and  proceeded  as  far  as  the 
holy  house  itself.  At  which  time  one  of  the 
soldiers  without  staying  for  any  orders,  and 
without  any  concern  or  dread  upon  him  at  so 
great  an  undertaking,  and  being  hurried  on  by 
a  certain  divine  fury,  snatched  somewhat  out 
of  the  materials  that  were  on  fire,  and  being 
lifted  up  by  another  soldier,  he  set  fire  to  a 
gulden  window,  through  which  there  was  a 
pus-Hge  to  the  looms  that  were  round  about 
the  holy  house,  on  the  north  side  of  it.  As 
the  flames  went  upward  the  Jews  made  a  great 
clamour,  such  as  bo  mighty  an  aflliction  re- 
quired, and  ran  together  to  prevent  it;  and 
liow  they  spared  not  their  lives  any  longer, 
lor  suffered  any  thing  to  restrain  their  force, 
since  that  holy  house  was  perishing,  for 
whose  sake  it  was  that  they  kept  such  a  guard 
about  it. 

6.  And  now  a  certain  person  came  running 
Co  Titus,  and  told  him  of  this  fire  a^  he  was 
festing  himself  in  his  tent  after  the  \n»t  bat- 


tle; whereupon  he  rose  up  in  great  haste, 
and,  as  he  was,  ran  to  the  holy  house,  in 
order  to  have  a  stop  put  to  the  fire;  after  him 
followed  all  his  commanders,  and  after  them 
followed  the  several  legions,  in  great  astonish- 
ment;  so  there  was  a  great  clamour  and  tu- 
mult raised,  as  was  natural  upon  the  disor- 
derly motion  of  so  great  an  army.  Then  did 
Caesar,  both  by  calling  to  the  soldiers  tha 
were  fighting,  with  a  loud  voice,  and  by  giv 
ing  a  signal  to  them  with  bis  right  band,  or- 
der them  to  quench  the  fire;  but  they  did  not 
hear  what  he  said,  though  he  spake  so  loud, 
having  their  ears  already  dinned  by  a  greater 
noise  another  way  ;  nor  did  they  attend  to  the 
signal  he  made  with  his  band  neither,  as  still 
some  of  them  were  distracted  with  fighting, 
and  others  with  passion;  but  as  for  the  le- 
gions that  came  running  thither,  neither  ^ly 
persuasions  nor  any  threatenings  could  re- 
strain their  violence,  but  each  one's  own  pas- 
sion was  bis  commander  at  this  time;  and  as 
they  were  crowding  into  the  temple  together, 
many  of  them  were  trampled  on  by  one  ano- 
ther, while  a  great  number  fell  among  the 
ruins  of  the  cloisters,  which  were  still  hot  and 
smoking,  and  were  destroyed  in  the  same 
miserable  way  with  those  whom  they  had  con- 
quered :  and  when  they  were  come  near  the 
holy  house,  they  made  as  if  they  did  not  so 
much  as  hear  Ciesiir's  orders  to  the  contrary  ; 
but  they  encouraged  those  that  were  before 
them  to  set  it  on  fire.  As  for  the  seditious, 
they  were  in  too  great  distress  already  to  af- 
ford their  assistance  [towards  quenching  the 
fire];  they  were  every  where  slain,  and  every- 
where beaten;  and  as  for  a  great  part  of  the 
people,  they  were  weak  and  without  aini>. 
and  ha<l  their  throats  cut  wherever  they  weit 
caught.  Now,  roundabout  the  altar  lay  dead 
bodies  heaped  one  upon  another;  as  at  tliK 
steps*  going  up  to  it  ran  a  great  quantity  of. 
their  blood,  whither  al:*o  the  dead  bodies  that 
were  slain  above  [o!i  the  altar]  fell  down. 

7.  And  now,  siiice  C«;ar  was  no  way  able 
to  restrain  the  enthusiastic  fury  of  the  soldiers, 
and  the  fire  proceeded  on  more  and  more,  hi; 
went  into  the  holy  place  of  the  teni{)le,  with 
his  commanders,  and  saw  it,  with  what  was  in 
it,  which  he  found  to  be  far  superior  to  what 
the  relations  of  foreigners  contained,  and  not 
inferior  to  what  we  ourselves  boasted  of  and 
believed  about  it;  hut  as  the  flame  had  not 
as  yet  reached  to  its  inward  parts,  but  was  still 
consuming  the  rooms  that  were  about  the  holy 
house,  and  Titus  supposing  what  the  fact  was 
that  the  house  itself  might  yet  be  saved,  he 
came  in  haste  and  endeavoured  to  persuade 

•  These  steps  to  the  altar  of  bumt-ofTerinp  seem  here 
either  an  improper  and  inaccurate  expression  of  Jose- 
phiis.  since  it  was  unlawful  to  raake  ladder-steps  piee 
hescription  of  the  Temples,  chap.  xiii.  and  note  on  An- 
liq.  b  1^  chap.  viii.  sect  o) ;  or  else  tho«e  steps  or  stairs 
we  now  use  Were  invented  before  the  days  of  Herod  the 
fJrenl-  and  had  been  here  bnilt  by  dim ;  thoueh  the  later' 
Jews  uln-3>s  der>>'  it.  and  say  that  even  Herod  s^ltar  wad  ^ 
a&Ccudcil  tu  by  au  tw:cli\ii;  onJy. 
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the  soldiers  to  qaeneb  tbe  fire,  and  gare  order 
Co  Liberalius  the  centurion,  and  one  of  those 
spearmen  that  were  about  him,  to  beat  the 
soldiers  that  were  refractory  with  their  staves, 
and  to  restrain  them ;  yet  were  their  passions 
too  hard  for  the  regards  they  had  for  Cssar, 
and  the  dread  they  had  of  him  \ibo  forbad? 
them,  as  was  their  hatred  of  the  Jews,  and  a 
certain  vehement  inrlination  to  fight  them, 
too  hard  for  them  also.  Moreover,  the  hope 
of  plunder  induced  many  to  go  on,  as  having 
this  opinion,  that  all  the  places  within  were 
fill  of  money,  and  as  seeing  that  all  round 
a'nut  it  was  made  of  gold  ;  and  besides,  one 
of  those  that  went  into  the  place  prevented 
Cxsar  when  he  ran  so  hastily  out  to  restrain 
the  soldiers,  and  threw  the  fire  upon  the  hinges 
of  the  gate  in  the  dark ;  whereby  the  flame 
burst  out  from  within  the  holy  house  itself 
immediately  when  the  commanders  retired, 
and  Cesar  with  them,  and  when  nobody  any 
longer  forbade  those  that  were  without  to  set 
fire  to  it ;  and  thus  was  the  holy  house  burnt 
down,  without  Caesar's  approbation. 

8.  Now,  although  any  one  would  justly 
lament  the  destruction  of  such  a  work  as  this 
was,  since  it  w-as  the  most  admirable  of  all  the 
works  that  we  have  seen  or  heard  of,  both  for 
it;  curious  structure  and  its  magnitude,  and 
also  for  the  vast  wealth  bestowed  u^on  it,  as 
well  as  for  the  glorious  reputation  it  had  for 
its  holiness ;  yet  might  such  a  one  comfort 
himself  with  this  thought  that  it  was  fate  that 
decreed  it  so  to  be,  which  is  inevitable,  both 
as  to  living  creatures  and  as  to  works  and 
places  also.  However,  one  cannot  but  wonder 
at  the  accuracy  of  this  period  thereto  relating; 
for  the  same  month  and  day  were  now  observ- 
ed, as  I  said  before,  wherein  the  holy  house 
wa;  burnt  formerly  by  the  Babylonians.  Now 
the  number  of  years  that  passed  from  its  first 
foundation,  which  was  laid  by  king  Solomon, 
till  this  its  destruction,  which  happened  in  the 
second  year  of  the  reign  of  Vespasian,  are  col- 
lected to  be  one  thousand  one  hundred  and 
thirty,  besides  seven  months  and  fifteen  days; 
apd  from  the  second  building  of  it,  which  was 
done  by  Haggai.  in  the  second  year  of  Cyrus 
the  king,  till  its  destruction  under  Vespasian, 
there  were  six  hundred  and  thirty-nine  years 
and  forty-five  days. 


CHAPTER  V. 

THEGHEAT  DISTRESS  THE  JEWS  WERE  JN  CPON 
THE  CONFLAr.RATIOX  OF  THE  HOLY  HOUSE. 
CONCERNING  A  EAISE  PBOPHI  T,  AND  THE 
SIGKS  THAT  PUKlEDEDTHIS  DESTRUCTIO V. 

§  I.  WniI.E  the  holy  house  was  on  fire,  every 
thinij  w;ts  pltiniiered  tb;it  raiiie  to  ha^ri.  nnd 
ten  thousand  ol  those  that  were  cauelit  were 
elain  ,  nor  war,  !tnTe  a  •<»tiin.i*«»fattoii  o(  any 
age,  or  any  reverenc«  st  gravity  ,  but  children. 


and  old  men,  and  profane  persoira,  and  priests, 
were  all  slain  in  the  same  manner ;  so  that 
l^is  war  went  round  all  sorts  of  men,  and 
brought  them  to  destruction,  and  as  well  those 
that  made  supplicaiion  for  their  lives,  as  those 
that  deleiidcd  themselves  by  fighting.  The 
flame  was  also  carried  a  long  way,  and  made  an 
echo,  together  with  the  groans  of  tliosc  that 
were  slain ;  ami  because  this  bill  was  high, 
and  the  works  at  the  temple  were  very  great, 
one  would  have  thought  the  whole  city  had 
been  on  fire.  Nor  can  one  imagine  any  thing 
either  greater  or  more  terrible  than  this  noise; 
for  there  was  at  once  a  shout  of  the  RoinaD 
legions,  who  .vere  ni.ircliiog  all  together,  and 
a  sad  clamour  of  the  seditious,  who  were  now 
surrounded  «-ith  fire  and  sword.  TIte  people 
also  that  were  left  above  were  beaten  back  upon 
the  enemy,  and  under  a  great  consternation, 
and  made  sad  moans  at  the  calamity  they  were 
under;  the  multitude  also  that  was  in  the  city 
joined  in  this  outcry  with  those  that  were  upon 
the  hill ;  and  besides,  many  of  those  that  were 
worn  away  by  the  famine,  and  their  mouths 
almost  closeil,  when  they  saw  the  fire  of  the 
holy  bouse,  they  exerted  their  utmost  strength, 
and  brake  out  into  groans  and  outcries  again: 
Perea*  did  also  return  the  echo,  as  well  as 
the  mountains  rounil  about  [the  city],  and 
augmented  the  force  of  the  entire  noise.  Yet 
was  the  misery  itself  more  terrible  than  this 
disorder ;  for  one  would  have  thought  that 
the  hill  itself,  on  which  the  temple  stood, 
was  seething-hot,  as  full  of  fire  on  every  part 
of  it,  that  the  blooil  was  larger  in  quantity 
than  the  fire,  and  those  that  were  slain  more 
in  number  than  those  that  slew  them;  for  the 
ground  did  nowhere  appear  visible,  for  the 
dead  bodies  that  lay  on  it ;  but  the  soldiers 
went  over  heaps  of  these  bodies,  as  they  ran 
upon  such  as  fled  from  them.  And  now  it 
was  that  the  multitude  of  the  robl)ers  were 
thrust  out  [of  the  inner  court  of  the  templej 
by  the  Romans,  and  had  much  ado  to  get  into 
the  outer  court,  and  from  thence  into  the  city, 
while  the  remainder  of  the  populace  fled  into 
the  cloister  of  that  outer  court.  As  for  the 
priests,  some  of  them  plucked  up  from  the 
holy  house  the  spikcsf  that  were  upon  it, 
with  their  bases,  which  were  made  of  had, 
and  shot  them  at  the  Romans  instead  of  darts. 
Rut  then  as  they  gained  nothing  by  so  doing, 

*  This  Perea.  if  the  word  be  not  mistakeo  in  th« 
copies, cannot  well  tir  th.it  IVrea  wtiirh  was  he\i>nH  Jor- 
dan, the  mountains  of  whit-tv  were  at  s  riiiisirtrralit,-  rtis- 
tanre  from  Jordan,  and  niiirtM-jo  remote  from  Jernvalem 
to  join  in  thi*  echo  at  the  conflacrilion  of  tlie  trni|ile; 
hut  IVrea  must  be  r.itlier  .vtine  mountains  tieson.l  the 
brook  Cr<iron.  as  was  the  Mount  of  <  'llTes.  or  some 
others  about  such  a  distan'-e  frofn  Jenivilem;  wtitcb 
obserratiitn  is  so  nbTlous.  thftt  it  is  a  woniler  o«ir  c^iiu- 
mrntalors  hTe  take  no  notice  of  it. 

*  Re  and,  1  think,  here  jn.l^s  well,  when  he  inter- 
pri-ts  ihe*e  >p  kes  fof  thu*e  that  sti^id  on  'h--  lop  of  the 
hoU  t.o.i^J  wiln  sluicp  Joints;  ihev  were  fi\:.il  into  lead, 
t-i  prevent  tl>e  binls  fi.rni  sitlinc  there,  a:  rf  iI;-(iIinK  the 
:  iii\  hnu»e.  f.r  s.irh  spikes  there  wert-  now  upon  It.  ftt 
J.>,ep^ua  tuiairli  balb  alreadj  assured  iu»  b^  v.  eb.  v« 
wt  k 
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and  as  the  fire  burst  out  upon  them,  they  re- 
tired to  the  wall  that  was  ei(;ht  cubits  broad, 
ond  there  they  tarried;  yet  did  two  of  these 
of  eminence  among  them,  who  might  have 
saved  themselves  by  going  over  to  the  Romans, 
or  have  borne  up  with  coiiriige,  and  taken  their 
fortune  with  the  others,  throw  themselves  into 
the  fire,  and  were  burnt  together  with  the  holy 
house;  their  names  were  Mcirus  the  son  of 
Belgas,  and  Joseph  the  son  of  Daleus. 

2.  And  now  the  Romans,  judging  that  it 
was  in  vain  to  spare  what  was  round  about  the 
holy  house,  burnt  all  those  places,  as  also  the 
remains  of  the  cloisters  and  the  gates,  two  ex- 
cepted; the  one  on  the  east  side,  and  the  other 
on  the  south;  both  which,  however.they  burnt 
afterward.  They  alsoburnt  down  thetreasury- 
cbambers,  in  which  was  an  immense  quantity 
of  money,  and  an  immense  number  of  gar- 
ments, and  other  precious  goods,  there  repo- 
sited  ;  and,  to  speak  all  in  a  few  words,  there 
it  was  that  the  entire  riches  of  the  Jews  were 
heaped  up  together,  while  the  rich  people  had 
there  built  themselves  chambtrs  [to  contain 
such  furniture].  The  soliliers  also  came  to 
the  rest  of  the  cloisters  that  were  in  the  outer 


to  see,  or  mind^  to  consider,  did  not  regard 
the  denunciations  that  God  made  to  them. 
Thus  there  was  a  star  resembling  a  sword, 
which  stood  over  the  city,  and  a  comet  that 
continued  a  whole  year.f  Thus  also,  before 
the  Jews'  rebellion,  and  before  those  commo- 
tions which  preceded  the  war,  when  the  peo- 
ple were  come  in  great  crowds  to  the  feast  of 
unleavened  bread,  on  the  eighth  day  of  th;^ 
month  Xanthicus^  [Nisan],  and  at  the  ninth 
hour  of  the  night,  so  great  a  light  shone  round 
the  altar  and  the  holy  house,  that  it  appeared 
to  be  bright  day-time;  which  light  lasted  for 
half  an  hour.  This  light  seemed  to  be  a  good 
sign  to  the  unskilful,  but  was  so  interpreted 
by  the  sacred  scribes,  as  to  portend  those 
events  that  followed  immediately  upon  it.  At 
the  same  festival  al-o,  a  heifer,  as  she  was  led 
by  the  high-priest  to  lie  sacrificed,  brought 
forth  a  lamb  in  the  midst  of  the  temple. 
Moreover,  the  eastern  cate  of  the  inner  [court 
of  the]  temple,  which  was  of  brass,  and  vastly 
heavy,  and  had  been  with  difficulty  shut  by 
twenty  men,  and  rested  upon  a  basis  armed 
with  iron,  and  had  bolts  fastened  very  deep 
nto  the  firm  floor,  which  was  there   made  of 


[court  of  the]  temple,  whither  the  women  and  I  one  entire  stone,  was  seen  to  be  opened  of  its 
children,  and  a  great  mixed  multitude  of  the  |  own  accord  about  the  sixth  hour  of  the  night. 


people  fled,  in  number  about  six  thousand 
But  before  C:esar  had  determined  any  thing 
about  these  people,  or  given  the  commanders 
any  orders  relating  tp  them,  the  soldiers  were 
in  such  a  rage,  that  they  set  the  cloister  on 
fire;  by  which  means  it  came  to  pass  that 
some  of  these  were  destroyed  by  throwing 
themselves  down  headlong,  and  some  were 
burnt  in  the  cloisters  them^elves.  Nor  did 
anv  one  of  them  escape  with  his  life.  A  false 
prophet "  was  the  ocrasion  of  these  people's 
destruction,  who  had  made  a  public  procla- 
nation  in  the  city  that   very  day,  that  God 


Now,  those  that  kept  watch  in  the  temple 
came  hereupon  riuuiing  to  the  captain  of  the 
temple,  and  told  him  of  it;  who  then  came 
up  thither,  and  not  without  great  dilficulty, 
was  able  to  shut  the  gate  again.  This  also 
appeared  to  the  vulgar  to  be  a  very  happy 
prodigy,  as  if  God  diii  thereby  open  them  the 
gate  of  happiness.  But  the  men  of  learning 
understood  it.  that  the  security  of  their  holy 
h«)use  was  dissolved  of  its  own  accnrd,  and 
that  the  gate  was  opened  for  the  advantage  of 
their  enemies.  So  these  publicly  declared, 
that  this  signal  foreshowed  the  desolation  that 


commanded  them  to  get  up  upon  the  t«mple,  i  was  coming  upon  them.  Besides  these,  a  few 
and  that  there  they  should  receive  miracu-ldays  after  that  feast,  on  the  one-and-twen- 
lous  signs  of  their  deliverance.  Now,  there  i  tieth  day  of  the  month  Artemisius  [Jyar].  a 
was  then  a  great  number  of  false  prophets  sub- I  certain  prodigious  and  incredible  phenome- 
orned  by  the  tyrants  to  impose  upon  the  peo-  (  non  appeared  ;  1  suppose  the  account  of  it 
pie,  who  denounced  this  to  them,  that  they  .  would  seem  to  be  a  fable,  were  it  not  related 


should  wait  for  deliverance  from  God;  andthi- 
w  as  in  order  to  keep  them  from  deserting,  and 
that  they  might  be  buoyed  up  above  fear  and 
care  by  such  hopes.  Now,  a  man  that  is  in 
adversitv  does  easily  comply  with  such  pro- 
mises; for  when  such  a  seducer  makes  him 
believe  that  he  shall  be  delivered  from  those 
miseries  which  oppress  him,  then  it  is  that  the 
patient  is  full  of  hopes  of  such  deliverance. 

3.  Thus  were  the  miserable  people  persuaded 
by  these  deceivers,  and  such  as  belied  God 
himself;  while  they  did  not  attend,  nor  give 
credit,  to  the  signs  that  were  so  evident,  and 
did  so  plainly  foretell  their  future  desolation; 
but,  hke  men  infatuated,  without  either  eyes 

•  Relanfl  hcrf  JMMly  takf*  notice  that  these  Jews 
«:*"   had    de'p  s- >'    ihf    Ipie    Pr<tp!iet,  were    deselTedly 

aoused  ar<j  deluded  by  these  false  oaos. 


by  those  that  saw  it,  and  were  not  the  everits 
that  followed  it  of  so  considerable  a  nature  as 
to  deserve  such  signals  ;  for,  before  sun-set- 
ting, chariots  and  troops  of  soldiers  in  their 
armour  were  seen  running  al>out  among  the 
clouds,  and  surrounding  of  cities.  Moreover, 
at  that  feast  which  we  call  Pentecost,  as  th« 

+  WVr'her  Jo^ephn- me^Ti'^  that  this  star  wns  HifTpr- 
ept  from  the  entnet  wlr.rli  lasted  a  whole  year,  I  rannot 
cerlainl,  detennine  His  words  most  favour  their  be- 
ing different  one  from  another. 

t  Since  .'osephns  still  uses  the  Syro-Macedonian 
month  Xanlhiriis  for  the  Jewish  month  Nisan.  thu 
eiehth.  or.  as  Nicephoriis  reads  it.  this  ninth  of  Xanthi 
ens.  or  Ni.san.  was  almost  a  week  before  the  Passover, 
on  the  fourteenth:  about  which  time  we  learn  from  .'it. 
John  that  many  nsed  to  so  ■' out  of  the  country  to  Je- 
rusalem, to  purify  themselves."  .lohn  XI.  55,  with  lii. 
1 :  in  a?reemeiil  with  Josephtis  also,  book  V.  eh.  iii.  sect 
1.'  And  it  tniEht  well  l>e.  tlial  in  the  sight  of  these  tbU 
eltr^ordiaary  light  mii;ht  apT>ear. 

SB 
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priests  were  going  hy  night  into  the  inner* 
[court  of  the]  temple,  as  their  custom  was,  to 
perform  their  sacred  ministrations,  tbey  said 
that,  in  the  first  place,  they  felt  a  quaking, 
and  heard  a  great  noise,  and  after  that  they 
heard  a  sound  as  of  a  great  multitude,  say- 
ing, *'  Let  us  remove  hence."  But,  what  is 
1/  still  more  terrible,  there  was  one  Jesus,  the 
Jy^  son  of  Ananus,  a  plebeian  and  a  husbandman, 
X^  •J  who,  four  years  before  the  war  began,  and  at 
a  time  when  the  city  was  in  very  great  peace 
and  prosperity,  came  to  that  feast  whereon 
it  is  our  custom  for  every  one  to  make  taber- 
nacles to  God  in  the  temple, f  began  on  a 
sudden  10  cry  aloud,  **  A  voice  from  the 
east,  a  voice  from  the  west,  a  voice  from  the 
four  winds,  a  voice  against  Jerusalem  and  the 
holy  house,  a  voice  against  the  bridegrooms 
and  the  brides,  and  a  voice  against  this 
whole  people!"  This  was  his  cry,  as  he 
went  about  by  day  and  by  night,  in  all  the 
lanes  of  the  city.  However,  certain  of  the 
most  eminent  among  the  populace  had  great 
indignation  at  this  dire  cry  of  his,  and  took  up 
the  man,  and  gave  him  a  great  number  of 
severe  stripes;  yet  did  he  not  either  say  any 
thing  for  himself,  or  any  thing  peculiar  to 
those  that  chastised  him.  but  still  he  went  on 
with  the  same  words  which  be  cried  before. 
Hereupon  our  rulers  supposing,  as  the  case 
proved  to  be,  that  this  was  a  sort  of  divine  fury 
in  the  man,  brought  him  to  the  Roman  pro- 
curator; where  he  was  whipped  til'  his  bones 
were  laid  bare;  yet  did  he  not  make  any  sup- 
plication for  himself,  nor  shed  any  tears,  but 
turning  his  voice  to  the  most  lamentable  tone 
possible,  at  every  stroke  of  the  whip  his  an- 
swer was,  "  Wo,  wo  to  Jerusalem!"  And 
when  Albinus  (for  he  was  then  our  procura- 
tor) asked  him.  Who  be  was?  and  whence  he 
came?  and  why  he  uttered  such  words?  he 
made  no  manner  of  reply  to  what  he  said,  but 
still  did  not  leave  off  his  melancholy  ditty,  till 
Albinus  look  him  to  be  a  madman,  and  dis- 
missed him.  Now,  during  all  the  time  that 
passed  before  the  war  began,  this  man  did 
not  go  near  any  of  the  citizens,  nor  was  seen 
by  them  while  he  said  so;  but  he  every  day 
uttered  these  lamentable  words,  as  if  it  were 
his  premeditated  vow,  "  Wo,  wo  to  Jeru- 
salem 1"  Nor  did  he  give  ill  words  to  any 
of  those  that  beat  him  every  day,  nor  good 
words  to  those  that  gave  him  food;  but  this 
Aaa  his  reply  to  all  men,  and  indeed  no  other 
than   a   melancholy  presage  of  what  was  to 

•  Tliis  litre  seems  to  be  the  court  of  the  priests. 

+  Both  Iletand  and  Haverramp  in  lliLs  place  alter  the 
natural  punclua'ion  and  sense  of  Josephus.  and  this 
contrar\  to  the  opinion  of  Valesius  and  Ilr.  Hudson.  lest 
Josephus  should  say  *hat  the  Jews  built  booths  or  tents 
wilhin  the  temple  at  the  feast  of  tabernarles:  which  the 
later  rabbins  will  not  allow  to  have  been  the  ancient 
practice;  but  then,  since  it  is  expressly  told  us  in  Nehe- 
rniah.  ch.  viii  J6,  that  in  still  eldi-r  tin.es  "the  Jews 
mnde  booths  in  the  courts  of  Ihe  house  of  Ood  "  at  that 
festival,  Josephus  niav  well  be  penriittcd  to  say  t.he 
same.  And  indeed,  the  modern  rabbins  are  of  very 
unait  authority  io  all  such  matters  of  remote  antiquity. 


come.  This  cry  of  his  was  the  loudest  at  tLe 
festivals;  and  he  continued  this  ditty  for 
seven  years  and  five  months,  without  growing 
hoarse,  or  being  tired  therewith,  until  the 
very  time  that  he  saw  his  presage  in  earnest 
fulfilled  in  our  siege,  when  it  ceased;  for  as 
he  was  going  round  upon  the  wall,  he  cried 
out  with  his  utmost  force,  "Wo,  wo  to  the  city 
again,  and  to  the  people,  and  to  the  holy 
housel"  And  just  as  he  added  at  the  last, — 
"  Wo,  wo  to  myself  also  I"  there  came  a  stone 
out  of  one  of  the  engines,  and  smote  him, 
and  killed  him  immediately:  and  as  he  was 
uttering  the  very  same  presages,  he  gave  up 
the  ghost. 

4.  Now,  if  any  one  consider  these  things, 
he  will  find  that  God  takes  care  of  mankind, 
and  by  all  ways  possible  foreshows  to  our 
race  what  is  for  their  preservation;  but  th^t 
men  perish  by  those  miseries  which  they  madly 
and  voluntarily  bring  upon  themselves;  for 
the  Jews  by  demolishing  the  tower  of  Anto- 
nia,  had  made  their  temple  four-square,  whi  e 
at  the  same  time  they  had  it  written  in  their 
sacred  or:tclcs,  —  "  That  then  shotrld  their 
cHty  be  taken,  as  well  as  their  holy  house, 
when  once  their  temple  should  become  four- 
square." But  now,  what  did  most  elevate 
them  in  undertaking  this  war,  was  an  am- 
biguous oracle  that  was  also  found  in  their 
sacred  writings,  how,  *'  about  that  time,  one 
from  their  country  should  become  governor  of 
the  habitable  earth."  The  Jew  s  took  this  pre- 
diction to  belong  to  themselves  in  particular; 
and  many  of  the  wise  men  were  thereby  de- 
ceived in  their  determination.  Now,  this 
oracle  certainly  denoted  (he  government  of 
Vespasian,  who  was  appointed  emperor  in 
Judea.  However,  it  is  not  possible  for  men 
to  avoid  fate,  although  they  see  it  beforehand. 
But  these  men  interpreted  some  of  these  sig- 
nals according  to  their  own  pleasure;  and 
some  of  them  they  utterly  despised,  until  their 
madness  was  demonstrated,  both  by  the  taking 
of  their  city  and  their  own  destruction. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

HOW  TBE  KOMANS  CABBIED  THEIB  ENSIGNS 
TO  THE  TEMPLE,  AND  MADE  JOYFUL  AC- 
CLAMATIONS TO  TITl'S.  THE  SPEECH  THAT 
TITLS  MAT)E  TO  THE  JEWS  WHEN  THEY 
WADE  SCPPLICATION  FOR  MERCY.  WHAT 
REPLY  THEY  MADE  THERETO;  AND  HOW 
THAT  REPLY  MOVED  TITtls's  INDIGNATION 
AGAINST  THEM. 

§  1.  And  now  the  Romans,  upon  the  flight  of 
the  seditious  into  the  city,  and  upon  the  burn- 
ing of  the  holy  house  itself,  and  of  all  the 
buildings  round  about  it,  brought  their  en- 
signs to  the  temple,*  and  set  them  over-against 

•   Take  Havercamp's  note  here.      '*  This  f  says  he)  is  a 
remarkable  place;  and  Tertullian  truly  savs  in  his  A|M^ 
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its  ea«teni  g«te ;  and  tbere  did  they  offer 
Barrificea  to  them,  and  there  did  they  make 
Titus  imperator,*  with  the  greatest  acclama- 
tions of  Joy-  And  no\r  all  the  soldiers  had 
such  vast  quantities  of  the  spoils  which  they 
had  gotten  l)y  plunder,  that  in  Syria  a  pound 
weight  of  gold  was  sold  for  half  its  former 
value.  But  as  for  tho«e  priests  that  kept 
themselves  still  upon  the  w»ll  of  the  holy 
house, t  there  was  a  hoy  that  out  of  the  thirst 
be  was  in,  desired  some  of  the  Romun  guards 
to  give  him  their  right  hands  as  a  security  for 
nis  life,  and  confessed  he  was  very  thirsty. 
The^e  guards  commiserated  his  age,  and  the 
distress  he  was  in,  and  gave  hiiii  their  right 
nands  accordingly.  So  he  came  down  him- 
self, and  drank  some  water,  and  filled  the  ves- 
sel he  had  with  him  when  he  came  to  them 
WNth  water,  and  then  went  off,  and  fled  away 
to  his  own  friends;  nor  could  any  of  those 
guards  overtake  him  ;  hut  still  they  reproach- 
ed him  for  his  perfidiousness.  To  which  he 
made  this  answer: — '*  1  have  not  hroken  the 
agreement;  for  the  security  I  had  given  me 
was  not  in  ordef  to  my  staying  with  you,  but 
only  in  order  to  my  coming  down  safely,  and 
tiiking  up  some  water;  both  which  things  I 
nave  performed,  and  thereupon  think  myself 
to  have  been  faithful  to  my  engagement." 
Hereupon  those  whom  the  child  had  imposed 
upon  admired  at  bis  cunning,  and  that  on 
account  of  his  age.  "On  the  fifth  day  after- 
ward, the  priests  that  were  pined  with  the 
famine  came  down,  and  when  they  were  brought 
to  Titus  hy  the  guards,  they  begged  for  their 
lives  :  but  he  replied,  that  the  time  of  pardon 
was  over  as  to  them;  and  that  this  very  holy 
house,  on  whose  account  only  they  could 
justly  hope  to  be  preserved,  was  destroyed  ; 
and  that  it  was  agreeable  to  their  office  that 
priests  should  perish  with  the  house  itself  to 
which  they  belonged.  So  he  ordered  them 
to  be  put  to  death. 

2.  But  as  for  the  tyrants  themselves,  and 
those  that  were  with  them,  when  they  found 
that  they  were  encompassed  on  every  side, 
and,  as  it  were,  walled  round,  without  any 
method  of  escaping,  they  desired  to  treat  with 
Titus  by  word  of  mouth.  Accordingly,  such 
was  the  kindness  of  his  nature,  and  his  desire 
of  preserving  the  city  from  destruction,  join- 
ed to  the  advice  of  his  friends,  who  now 
thought  the  robbers  were  come  to  a  temper, 
that  he  placed  himself  on  the  western  side  of 

Apologetic,  ch.  ivi.  p.  lr»2.  that  the  entire  relicion  of  the 
Roman  camp  almost  consisted  in  worshipping  the  en- 
RiRns,  in  swearing  b|  Ihc  ensigns,  and  in  ptvirrnne  tiie 
ensigns  before  all  the  I  other]  cods."  JSee  %%  hat  Haver- 
tamp  wiys  upon  that  plare  of  Tertiillian. 

•  This  declaring  Titns  imperator  by  the  soldiers  upon 
such  Bicnai  success,  and  the  slauehier  of  mh  li  a  v^tst 
number  of  enemie-s.  was  accordim:  to  the  ustinl  practice 
of  the  homans  in  tiie  caAes,  as  Reland  a^su^e^  us  on 
thu  place. 

+  The  Jews  of  later  limes  agree  with  Josephits,  that 
thpte  were  hidinp-plares  or  secret  rhsmhers  a^iut  the 
boly  hous4-,  as  Heland  (.ere  inform*  us.  «  hne  he  tbiofcs 
be  rias  fouod  ibew  very  walls  described  by  (beip 


the  outer  [court  of  the]  temple ;  for  there 
were  gates  on  that  side  above  the  Xystus,  and 
a  bridge  that  connected  the  upper  city  to  the 
temple.  This  bridge  it  was  that  lay  between 
the  tyrants  and  Ciesar,  and  parted  them; 
while  the  multitude  stood  on  each  side;  those 
of  the  Jewish  nation  about  Simon  and  John, 
with  great  hope  of  pardon  ;  and  the  Roman 
about  Ca?sar,  in  great  expectation  how  Titu 
would  receive  their  supplication.  So  Titu 
charged  his  soliiiers  to  restrain  their  rage, 
and  to  let  their  darts  alone,  and  appointed  an 
interpreter  between  them,  which  was  a  sign 
that  he  was  the  conqueror,  and  first  began 
the  discourse,  and  said,  '*  I  hope  you,  sirs, 
are  now  siiliatcd  \\ifli  the  miseries  of  your 
country,  who  have  not  had  any  just  roti_ons, 
either  of  our  great  power,  or  of  your  own 
great  weakness;  but  have,  like  madmen,  af- 
ter a  violent  and  inconsiderate  manner,  made 
such  attempts,  as  have  brought  your  people, 
your  city,  and  your  holy  house  to  destruc- 
tion. You  have  been  the  men  that  have 
never  left  off  rebelliitg  since  Pompey  first 
conquered  you;  and  have,  since  that  time, 
made  open  war  with  the  Romans.  Have 
you  depended  on  your  multitude,  while  a 
very  small  part  of  the  Roman  soldiery  have 
been  strong  enough  for  you  ?  Have  you 
relied  on  the  fidelity  of  jour  confederates? 
and  what  nations  are  there,  out  of  the  limits 
of  our  dominion,  that  would  choose  to  asj^ist 
the  Jews  before  the  Romans?  Are  your  bo- 
dies stronger  than  ours?  nay,  you  know  that 
the  [strong]  Germans  themselves  are  our 
servants.  Have  y«u  stronger  walls  than  we 
have?  Pray,  what  greater  obstacle  is  there 
than  the  wall  of  the  ocean,  with  which  the 
Hritons  are  encompassed,  and  yet  do  adore 
the  arms  of  the  Roman.s?  Do  \ou  exceed 
us  in  courage  of  soul,  and  in  the  sagacity  of 
your  conunanders?  Nay,  indeed,  \ou  cannot 
but  know  that  the  very  Carthaginians  have 
been  conquered  hy  us.  It  can  therefore  be 
nothing  certainly  but  the  kindness  of  us  Ro- 
mans which  hath  excited  you  against  ns  ; 
who,  in  the  first  place,  have  given  you  this 
land  to  possess ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  have 
set  over  you  kings  of  your  own  nation  ;  and 
in  the  third  place,  have  preserved  the  laws  of  ' 
your  forefathers  to  you,  and  have  withal  per- 
mitted you  to  live,  either  by  your>elve8  or 
among  others,  as  it  should  please  >ou?  and, 
what  is  our  chief  favour  of  all,  we  have  given 
you  leave  to  gather  up  that  tribute  which  is 
paid  to  God,  J  with  such  other  gifts  that  are 
dedicated  to  bim  ;  nor  have  we  called  those 
that  carried  these  donations  to  account,  nor 
prohibited  them  ;  till  at  length  you  became 
richer  than  we  ourselves,  even  when  you  were 
our  enemies ;  and  you  made  preparations  for 

t  -^panheim  notes  here,  that  the  Romans  used  to  per- 
mit the-  .lews  to  collt-ct  their  sacri-d  tnhute.  and  ae.ud  H 
to  .J^rn*alfm;  f-t  which  we  have  had  abundaot  •TldcildB 
'  ID  Josepbua  already  oo  other  occasion*. 
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var  against  qs  with  oar  onn  money :    nay, 
after  all,  when  you  were  in  the  enjoyment  of 
all  these    advantages,   you  turned    your    too 
great  plenty  against  those  that  gave  it  you,  and 
lilce  merciless  serpents,  have  thrown  out  \our 
poison  against  those  that  treated  you  kindly. 
I  suppose,  therefore,  that  you  might  despise 
the  slotbfulness  of  Nt^ro,  and,   like  limbs  of 
the  hody  that  are  broken  or  dislocated,  you 
did   then   lie  quiet,  waiting  for  some   other 
time,  though  still  with  a  malirious  intention, 
and  have  now  shown  your  distemper  to  be 
greater  than  ever,  and  have  extended    your 
desires  as  far  as  your  impudent  and  immense 
hopes  would  enable  you  to  do  it.      At  this 
time  my  father  came  into  this  country,  not 
with  a  design  to  punish  you  for  what    you 
had    done    under  Cestius,  but    to  admonish 
you  ;    for,  had  he  come  to  overthrow  your 
nation,  he  had  run  directly  to  your  fountain- 
head,    and    bad    immediately    laid    this    city 
waste;    whereas  be  went  and  burnt  Galilee 
and  the  neighbouring  parts,  and  thereby  gave  i 
you  time  for  repentance;   which  instance  of  I 
humanity  you   took   for  an  argument  of  his  | 
weakness,  and  nourished  up  your  impudence  I 
by  our  mildness.      When  Nero  was  gone  out 
of    the    world,    you    did    as    the    wickedest  I 
wretches  would  have  done,  and  encouraged  I 
yourselves  to  act  against  us  by  our  civil  dis- 1 
sensions,  and  abused  that  time,  when  both  1 1 
and   my   father   were   gone  away    to    Egypt,  i 
to  make    preparations    for    this    war.       Nor  I 
were     you    ashamed    to    raise    disturbances  I 
against  us  when  we  were  made  emperors,  and  I 
this  while  you  had  experienced  how  mild  we  I 
had  been,  when  we  were  no  more  than  gene-  1 
rals  of  the  army  ;    but  when  the  government  I 
was  devolved   upon  us,  and  all  other  people  I 
did  thereupon  lie  quiet,  and  even  foreign  na- 1 
tions  sent  embassies,  and  congratulated   our  1 
access  to  the  government,  then  did  you  Jews  1 
show  yourselves   to   be   our  enemies.      You 
sent  embassies  to  those  of  your  nation  that  are  I 
beyond  Euphrates,  to  assist  you  in  your  rais-  i 
ing  disturbances;    new  ^valls   were  built  by 
you  round  your  city,  seditions  arose,  and  one 
^  rant  contended  against  another,  and  a  civil 
w*ar  broke  out  among  you  ;  such,  indeed,  as 
became  none  but  so  wicked  a  people  as  you 
are.      I  then  came  to  this  city,  as  unwillingly  ! 
sent  by  my  father,  and  received  melancholy 
injunctions  from  hira.     When   I  beard  that 
the  people  were  disposed  to  peace.  I  rejoiced 
at  it :    I  exhorted  you  to  leave  off  these  pro- 
ceedings -  before  I  began   this    war  ;   1   spared 
you  even  when   you  had  fought  against  me  a 
great  while;  I  gave  mv  right  hand  as  security 
to  the  deserters  ;    I  observed  what  I  had  pro- 
mised faithfully.      When  they  fled   to  me,  I 
had  compassion  iin  many  of  those  that  I  had 
taken   captive  ;    I  tortured  those  that    were 
ea^er  for  war,  in  order  to  restrain  them.      It 
was  nnwillingl;  that  I  brought  my  engines  of 
war  against  your  walls;    I  always  prohibited 


my  soldiers,  when  they  were  set  upon  your 
slaughter,  from  their  severity  against  you. 
After  every  victory  I  persuaded  you  to  peace, 
as  though  I  had  been  myself  conquered. 
Whin  I  came  near  your  temple  I  again  de- 
parted from  the  laws  of  war,  and  exhorted  you 
to  spare  your  own  sanctuary,  and  to  preserve 
your  holy  house  to  yourselves.  I  allowed  you 
a  quiet  exit  out  of  it,  and  security  for  your 
preservation :  nay,  if  you  had  a  mind,  I  gave 
you  leave  to  fight  in  another  place.  Yet  have 
you  still  despised  every  one  of  my  proposals, 
and  have  set  fire  to  your  holy  house  with  jour 
own  hands.  And  now,  vile  wretches,  do  you 
desire  to  treat  with  me  by  word  of  mouth?  To 
what  purpose  is  it  that  you  would  save  such 
a  holy  house  as  this  was,  which  is  now  destroy- 
ed? What  preservation  can  you  now  desire 
after  the  destruction  of  your  temple?  Yet 
do  you  stand  still  at  this  very  iiiue  in  your 
armour;  nor  can  you  bring  yourselves  so 
much  as  to  pretend  to  be  supplicants  even  in 
this  your  utmost  extremity !  O  miserable  crea- 
tures! what  is  it  you  depend  on?  Are  not 
your  people  dead  ?  is  not  your  holy  bouse 
gone  ?  is  not  your  city  in  my  power  ?  and 
are  not  your  own  very  lives  in  my  hands? 
And  do  you  still  deem  it  a  part  of  valour  to 
die?  However,  I  will  not  imitate  your  mad- 
ness. If  you  throw  dovvn  your  arms,  and  ile- 
liver  up  your  bodies  to  me,  I  grant  you  your 
lives  ;  and  I  will  act  lite  a  mild  master  of  a 
family  ;  what  cannot  be  healed  shall  be  pun- 
ished, and  the  rest  I  will  preserve  for  my  own 
use." 

3.  To  that  offer  of  Titus  they  made  this 
reply  : — That  they  could  not  accept  of  it, 
because  they  had  sworn  never  to  do  so;  biit 
they  desired  they  might  have  leave  to  go 
through  the  wall  that  had  been  made  about 
them,  with  their  wives  and  children;  for  that 
they  would  go  into  the  desert,  and  leave  the 
city  to  him.  At  this  Titus  had  groat  indig- 
nation: that,  when  they  were  in  the  case  of 
men  already  taken  captives,  they  should  pre- 
tend to  make  their  own  terms  with  him  as  if 
they  had  been  conquerors  !  So  he  ordered  this 
proclamation  to  be  made  to  them.  That  they 
should  no  more  come  out  to  him  as  deserters, 
nor  hope  for  any  farther  security" ;  for  that  he 
would  henceforth  spare  nobody,  but  fight  them 
with  his  whole  army ;  and  that  they  must  save 
themselves  as  well  as  they  could ;  for  that  he 
would  from  henceforth  treat  them  according 
to  the  laws  of  war.  So  he  gave  orders  ro  the 
soldiers  both  to  burn  and  to  plunder  the  city ; 
who  did  nothing  indeed  that  dav ;  but  on  the 
next  day  they  set  fire  to  the  repository  of  the 
archives,  to  Acra,  to  the  council-house,  and  to 
the  place  called  Ophlas ;  at  which  time  the 
fire  proceeded  as  tar  as  the  palace  of  queen 
Helena;  which  was  in  the  middle  o(  Acra; 
the  lanes  also  were  hurnt  down,  as  were  also 
those  houses  that  were  fiiU  of  the  dead  bod^iis 
of  such  dS  were  destroyed  by  famine. 
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4.  On  the  same  day  it  was  that  the  sons 
and  brclhren  of  Izates  the  king,  topclhcr  with 
many  oiht-rs  of  the  eminent  men  ot  the  popu- 
lace, got  topetlier  there  and  besought  Csesar 
to  give  them  bis  right  hand  for  their  security. 
I'pon  which,  though  he  was  very  angry  at  all 
that  were  now  remaining,  yet  did  he  not  lay 
aside  his  old  moderation,  but  received  these 
men.  At  that  time,  indeed,  he  kept  them  all 
In  custody,  but  still  bound  the  king's  sons  an<l 
kinsmen,  and  led  them  with  him  to  Rome,  in 
order  to  make  them  hostages  for  their  coun- 
try's fidelity  to  the  Romans. 


CHAPTER  VIL 

WHAT  AFTERWARDS  BrFELL  THE  SEDITIOIJS, 
WHEN  TllEV  HAD  DOSE  A  GRTAT  DEAL  OF 
MISCHIEF,  AND  SUFFEKKD  MANY  MISFOR- 
TUNES: AS  ALSO  HOW  CEfAR  BECAME 
MASTER    OF    THE    UFFER   CITY. 


§  1.  And  now  the  seditious  rushed  into  the 
royal  palace,  into  which  many  had  put  their 
effects,  bei'ausc  it  was  so  strong,  and  drove 
the  Romans  away  from  it.  They  also  slew 
all  the  people  that  had  crowded  into  it,  who 
were  in  number  about  eight  thousand  four 
hundred,  and  plundered  them  of  what  they 
had.  Tbcy  also  look  two  of  the  Romans, 
alive  :  the  one  was  a  horseman,  and  the  other 
a  footman.  They  then  cut  the  throat  of  the 
footman,  and  immediately  had  him  drawn 
thr;)ugh  the  whole  city,  as  revenging  them- 
Belves  upon  the  whole  body  of  the  Romans 
hy  this  one  instance.  But  the  horseman  said 
he  had  somewhat  to  suggest  to  them,  in  or- 
der to  their  preservation  ;  whereupon  he  was 
brought  before  Simon;  but  he  having  nothing 
to  say  when  he  was  there,  he  was  delivered  to 
Ardalas,  one  of  his  commanders,  to  be  pun- 
ished, who  bound  his  hands  behind  him,  and 
put  a  riband  over  his  eyes,  and  then  brought 
him  out  over  against  the  Romans,  as  intend- 
ing to  cut  olf  his  head.  Rut  the  man  pre- 
vented that  execution,  and  ran  away  to  the 
Romans,  and  this  while  the  Jewish  executioner 
was  drawing  out  his  sword.  Now  when  he 
was  gotten  away  from  the  enemy,  Titus  could 
not  think  of  putting  him  to  death;  but  be- 
cause he  deemed  hini  unworthy  of  being  a 
Rouian  soldier  aiiy  lunger,  on  account  that  he 
had  been  taken  alive  by  the  enemy,  he  took 
away  his  arms,  and  ejected  him  out  of  the 
lefion  whereto  he  had  belonged ;  which,  to  one 
that  bad  a  sense  of  shame,  was  a  penalty  se- 
verer than  death  itself. 

'2.  On  the  next  day  the  Romans  drove  the 
ronbers  out  of  the  lower  city,  and  set  aU  on 
lire  as  far  as  Siloam.  These  soldiers  were 
indeed  glad  to  see  the  city  destroyed.  But 
they  missed  the  plunder,  because  the  seditious 
bad  curried  off  all  their  effecti,  and  were  re- 


tired in'o  the  upper  city;  for  tbey  did  not  vet 
at  all  repent  of  the  mischiefs  they  had  done, 
but  were  insolent,  as  if  they  had  done  well ; 
for,  as  tbey  saw  the  city  on  fire,  they  appeared 
cheerful,  anil  put  on  joj  fvd  countenances,  in 
expectation,  as  tbey  said,  of  death  to  end  their 
miseries.  Accordingly,  as  the  people  were 
now  slain,  the  holy  house  was  burnt  down, 
and  the  city  was  on  fire,  there  was  nothing 
farther  left  for  the  enemy  to  do.  Vet  did  not 
Josephus  grow  weary,  even  in  this  utmost  ex- 
trennty,  to  beg  of  thein  to  spare  w  hat  was  left 
of  the  city  ;  he  s|iake  largely  to  them  about 
their  barbarity  and  impiety,  and  gave  them  his 
advice,  in  order  to  their  escape,  though  he 
gained  nothing  thereby  more  than  to  be  laugh- 
ed at  by  them  ;  and  as  they  could  not  think 
of  surrendering  themselves  up,  because  of  the 
oath  they  had  taken,  nor  were  strong  enough 
to  fight  with  the  Romans  any  longer  upon  the 
square,  as  being  surrounded  on  all  sides,  and 
a  kind  of  prisoners  already,  yet  were  they  so 
Bccustoined  to  kill  people,  that  they  could  not 
'  restrain  their  right  bands  from  acting  accord- 
ingly. So  they  dispersed  themselves  before 
the  city,  and  laid  themselves  in  ambush 
among  its  ruins,  to  catch  those  that  attempted 
to  desert  to  the  Romans;  accordingly  many 
such  deserters  were  caught  by  them,  ami  were 
all  slain  ;  for  these  were  too  weak,  by  reason 
of  their  want  of  food,  to  fly  away  from  them; 
so  their  dead  bodies  were  thrown  to  the  dogs. 
Now  every  sort  of  death  was  thought  more  Jo- 
lerahle  than  the  famine,  insomuch  that,  though 
the  Jews  despaired  now  of  mercy,  yet  would 
tbey  fly  to  the  Uoinans.  and  would  themselves, 
even  of  their  own  accord,  fall  among  the  mur- 
derous rel)els  also.  Nor  was  there  any  place 
in  the  city  that  had  no  dead  bodies  in  it,  but 
what  was  entirely  covered  with  those  that 
were  killed  either  by  the  fiimine  or  the  rebel- 
lion; and  all  was  full  of  the  dead  bodies  of 
such  as  had  perished,  either  by  that  sedition 
or  hy  that  famine. 

3.  So  now  the  last  hope  which  supported 
the  t\ rants  and  that  crew  of  robbers  who  were 
with  them,  was  in  the  caves  and  caverns  under 
ground  ;  whither,  if  they  could  once  fly,  they 
did  not  expect  to  be  searched  for;  but  emlea- 
voured,  that  after  the  whole  city  should  be 
destroyed,  and  the  Romans  gone  away,  they 
might  come  out  again,  and  escape  from  them. 
This  was  no  better  than  a  dream  of  theirs;  for 
they  were  not  able  to  lie  hid  either  from  God 
or  from  the  Romans.  However,  they  depended 
on  these  under-ground  subterfuges,  and  set 
more  places  on  fire  than  did  the  Romans  them, 
selves;  and  those  that  fled  out  of  their  houses 
thus  set  on  fire,  into  ditches,  they  killed 
without  mercy,  and  pillaged  them  also;  and 
if  they  discovered  food  belonging  to  any  one, 
they  seized  upon  it  and  swallowed  it  down, 
together  with  their  blood  also  ;  nay,  they 
were  now  come  to  fight  one  with  another 
about  their  plunder;  and  I  cannot  but  think 
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that,  had  not  their  destruction  prevented  it, 
their  barbarity  would  have  made  them  taste 
of  even  the  dead  bodies  themselves. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

HOW  CESAR  RAISED  BANKS  BODND  ABOUT  THE 
UPPER  CITY,'  AND  WHEN  THEY  WERE  COM- 
PLETED, CAVE  ORDERS  FOR  THE  MACHINES 
TO  BE  BRODGHT.  HE  THEN  POSSESSED  HIM- 
SELF OF  THE  WHOLE  CITY. 

§  I.  Now,  when  C»sar  perceived  that  the 
upper  city  was  so  steep,  that  it  could  not  pos- 
sibly be  taken  without  raising  banks  against 
it,  he  distributed  the  several  parts  of  that  work 
among  his  army,  and  this  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  the  month  Lous  [Ab].  Now,  the  car- 
riage of  the  materials  was  a  difficult  task, 
since  all  the  trees,  as  I  have  already  told  you, 
that  were  about  the  city,  within  the  distance 
of  a  hundred  furlongs,  had  their  branches  cut 
off  already,  in  order  to  make  the  former  banks. 
The  works  that  belonged  to  the  four  legions 
were  erected  on  the  west  side  of  the  city, 
■  over  against  the  royal  palace  ;  but  the  whole 
body  of  the  auxiliary  troops,  with  the  rest  of 
the  multitude  that  were  with  them,  [erected 
their  banks]  at  the  Xystus,  whence  they 
reached  to  the  bridge,  and  that  tower  of  Si- 
mon,  which  he  had  built  as  a  citadel  for  him- 
self against  John,  when  they  were  at  war  one 
with  another. 

2.  It  was  at  this  time  that  the  commanders 
of  the  Idumeans  got  together  privately,  snd 
took  counsel  about  surrendering  up  them- 
selves  to  the  Romans.  Accordingly,  they 
sent  five  men  to  Titus,  and  entreated  him  to 
give  them  hi<  right  hand  for  their  security. 
So  Titus  thinking  that  the  tyrants  would 
yield,  if  the  Iduineans,  upon  whom  a  great 
part  of  the  war  depended,  were  once  uith- 
drawn  from  them,  after  some  reluctance  and 
delay,  complied  with  them,  and  gave  them 
security  for  their  lives,  and  sent  the  five  men 
back  ;  but  as  these  Idumeans  were  preparing 
to  march  out,  Simon  perceived  it,  and  im- 
mediately slew  the  five  men  that  had  gone  to 
Titus,  and  took  their  commanders,  and  put 
them  in  prison,  of  whom  the  most  eminent 
was  Jacob,  the  son  of  Sosas ;  but  as  for  the 
multitude  of  the  Idumeans,  who  did  not  at  all 
know  what  to  do,  now  their  commanders 
were  taken  from  them,  he  had  them  watched, 
»nd  secured  the  walls  by  a  more  numerous 
garrison.  Yet  could  not  that  garrison  resist 
those  that  were  deserting;  for  although  a  great 
num!>er  of  them  were  slain,  yet  were  the  de- 
serters many  more  in  number.  These  were 
oil  received  by  the  Romans,  because  Titus 
himself  grc IV  negligent  as  to  his  former  orders 
for  killing  them  and  because  ihe  very  soldiers 
I    1.1    -...  *  Tlial  i«,  .Mount  Sioo,  ,.■    .^..^I 


grew  weary  of  kdling  them,  and  because  they 
hoped  to  get  some  money  by  sparing  them  ; 
for  they  left  only  the  populace,  and  sold  the  rest 
of  the  multitude.t  with  their  wnves  and  chil- 
dren, and  everyone  of  them  at  a  very  low  price, 
and  that  because  such  as  were  sold  were  verv 
many,  and  the  buyers  very  few;  and  althouth 
Titus    had    made    proclamation    befiireDanu. 
that  no  deserter  should   come  alone  by  him- 
self, that  so  they  might  bring  out  their  fami- 
lies with  them,  yet  did  he  receive  such  as  these 
also.       However,  he  set  over  them  such  as 
were  to  distinguish  some  from  others,  in  or- 
der to  see  if  any  of  them  deserved  to  be  pun- 
ished; and  indeed  the  number  of  those  that 
were  sold  was  immense  ;   but  of  the  populace 
above  forty  thousand  were  saved,  whom  Cie- 
sar  let  go  whither  every  one  of  them  pleased. 
3.  But  now  at  this  time  it  was  that  one  of 
the  priests,  the  son  of  Thebuthus,  whose  name 
was  Jesus,   upon   his   having  security  given 
him,  by  the  oath  of  Caesar,  that  he  should  be 
preserved,  upon  condition  that  he  should  de- 
liver to  him  certain  of  the  precious  things  that 
had  been  reposited  in  the  temple.J  came  out 
of  it,  and  delivered  him  from  the  wall  of  the 
holy  house  two  candlesticks  like  to  those  that 
lay  in  the  holy  house,  with  tables,  and  cis- 
terns, and  vials,  all  made  of  solid  gold,  and 
very  heavy.      Ue  also  delivered  to  him  the 
veils  and  the  garments,   with  the    precious 
stones,  and  a  great  number  of  other  precious 
vessels  that  belonged  to  their  sacred  worship. 
The  treasurer  of  the  temple  also,  whose  name 
was  Phineas,  was  seized  on,  and  showed  Ti- 
tus the  coats  and  girdles  of  the  priests,  with  a 
great  quantity  of  purple  and  scarlet,  which 
were  there  reposited  for  the  uses  of  the  veil, 
as  also  a  great  deal  of  cinnamon  and  cassia, 
with  a  large  quantity  of  other  sweet  spices,§ 
which  used  to  be  mixed  together,  and  offered  aa 
incense  to  God  every  day.    A  great  many  other 
treasures   were  also  delivered   to  him,   with 
sacred  ornaments  of  the  temple  not  a  few; 
which  things  thus  delivered  to  Titus,  obtain, 
ed  of  him  for  this  man  the  same  pardon  that 


+  This  inmira^rable  multitode  of  Jevn  that  werp 
"sold"  by  Ihe  Romans,  were  an  «mioent  complrtion  of 
God's  aocieot  tbrealf  ninf;  by  Mos^s.  that  if  Ibfy  aposta. 
tiz*"!!  from  the  ol>edienc«>  to  his  Ian-,-*,  they  should  be 
■•  sold  unto  their  enemies  for  bondmen  and  bond- 
women." Dent,  xxviii.  tA  See  more  especially  the  note 
on  rh.  ix,  sert.  2.  Hot  one  thine  here  16  peculiarly  re- 
markabte.  that  Moses  adds.— Tbotieh  they  should  he 
■•S'dd"  for  slaves,  yet  "no  man  should  buy  them:"  t  e. 
either  Ihey  should  have  none  to  redeem  them  from  thia 
sue  Toto  slavery;  or  rather  that  the  slaves  to  be  sold 
should  be  more  than  were  the  purchasers  for  them,  and 
so  Ihey  should  be  sold  for  little  or  nolhini;;  wbich  ia 
what  Josephus  here  aOirms  to  have  been  the  case  at  thu 
lime. 

t  "  hat  became  oP  these  spoils  of  the  temple  Ibat  e»- 
eai-ed  the  file,  see  Josephus  hirose  f  hereafter,  b.  vii,  ch. 
vsHci,  .i.  and  Heland  itr  X/Wiis  T.mpH.  p.  liy-IJS. 

J  These  various  sorts  of  spice-,  even  more  t'lan  those 
f.-ur  whtrh  Moses  presfrit"-d  (Kxod  xsxi.  .14'.  we  see 
were  used  in  Iheir  public  wnrstiip  under  Herod's  temple, 
I' irticularly  einnamon  a-id  casxia;  whioh  llelaod  la'sea 
pa  riicniur  notice  of,  as  a4reeia;  wilU  Uie  latter  leitimour 
»f  UieTalmudiau.  •  ,;  .J^   i...  .^«,,.,  „»« 
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he  had  allowed  *o  such  as  deserted  of  their 
own  accord. 

4.  And  now  were  the  banks  finished  on  the 
seventh  day  of  the  month  Gorpieus  [Elul],  in 
eighteen  days'  time,  when  the  Komans  brought 
their  machines  against  the  wall ;  but  for  the 
seditious,  some  of  them,  as  despairing  of  sav- 
ing the  city,  retired  from  the  w-all  to  the  cita- 
del ;  others  of  them  went  down  into  the  sub- 
terranean vaults,  though  still  a  great  many  of 
them  defended  themselves  against  those  that 
brought  the  engines  for  the  battery  ;  yet  did 
the  Uomans  overcome  them  by  their  number 
and  by  their  strength  ;  and,  what  was  the 
principal  thing  of  all,  by  going  cheerfully 
about  their  work,  while  the  Jews  were  quite 
dejected  and  become  weak.  Now,  as  soon  as 
a  part  of  the  wall  was  battered  down,  and  cer- 
tain of  the  towers  yielded  to  the  impression 
of  the  battering-rams,  those  that  opposed 
themselves  fled  away,  and  such  a  terror  fell 
upon  the  tyrants,  as  was  much  greater  than 
the  occasion  required ;  for  before  the  enemy 
got  over  the  breach  they  were  quite  stunned, 
and  were  immediately  for  flying  away ;  and 
now  one  might  see  these  men,  who  had  hi- 
therto been  so  insolent  and  arrogant  in  their 
wicked  practices,  to  be  cast  down  and  to 
tremble,  insomuch  that  it  would  pity  one's 
heart  to  observe  the  change  that  was  made  in 
those  vile  persons.  Accordingly  they  ran  with 
great  violence  upon  the  Roman  wall  that  en- 
compassed them,  in  order  to  force  away  those 
that  guarded  it,  and  to  break  through  it,  and 
get  away  ;  but  when  they  saw  that  those  who 
had  formerly  been  faithful  to  them,  had  gone 
away  (as  indeed  they  were  fled  whithersoever 
the  great  distress  they  were  in  persuaded 
them  to  flee)  as  also  when  those  that  came 
running  before  the  rest  told  them  that  the 
western  wall  was  entirely  overthrown,  while 
others  said  the  Romans  were  gotten  in,  and 
others  that  they  were  near,  and  looking  out 
for  them,  which  were  only  the  dictates  of 
their  fear  which  imposed  upon  their  sight, 
they  fell  upon  their  faces,  and  greatly  lament- 
ed their  own  mad  conduct ;  and  their  nerves 
were  so  terribly  loosed,  that  they  could  not  flee 
away  ;  and  here  one  may  chiefly  reflect  on  the 
power  of  God  exercised  upon  these  wicked 
wretches,  and  on  the  good  fortune  of  the  Ro- 
mans; for  these  tyrants  did  now  wholly  de- 
prive themselves  of  the  security  they  had  in 
their  own  power,  and  came  down  from  those 
very  towers  of  their  own  accord,  wherein  they 
30uld  have  never  been  taken  by  force,  nor  in- 
deed by  any  other  way  than  by  famine.  And 
ih'js  did  the  Romans,  when  they  had  taken 
snrh  great  pains  about  weaker  walls,  get  by 
good  fortune  what  they  could  never  have  got- 
ten hv  their  engines;  for  three  of  these  tow- 
ers were  too  strong  for  all  mechanical  engines 
w  hat-oever  ;  concerning  which  we  have  treat- 
ed of  liefore. 

A.   So  they  now  left  these  towers  of  them- 


selves,  or  rather  fhcy  were  ejected  out  of 
them  by  God  himself,  and  fled  immediately 
to  that  valley  which  was  under  Siloam,  where 
they  again  recovered  themselves  out  of  th 
dread  they  were  in  foe  a  while,  and  ran  vio 
lently  against  that  part  of  the  Roman  wal 
which  lay  on  that  side  ;  hut  as  their  courag 
was  too  much  depressed  to  make  their  attacks 
with  suflBcicnt  force,  and  their  power  was  now 
broken  with  fear  and  affliction,  they  were  re- 
pulsed hv  the  guards,  and  dispersing  them- 
selves at  distances  from  each  other,  went  down 
into  the  subterranean  caverns.  So  the  Ro- 
mans being  now  become  masters  of  the  walls, 
they  both  placed  their  ensigns  upon  the  tow- 
ers, and  made  joyful  acclamations  for  the  vic- 
tory they  had  gained,  as  having  fotind  the  end 
of  this  war  much  lighter  than  its  beginning; 
for  when  they  had  gotten  upon  the  last  wall, 
without  any  Idoodshed,  they  could  hardly  be- 
lieve what  they  found  to  be  true  ;  but  seeing 
nobody  to  oppose  them,  they  stood  in  doubt 
what  such  an  unusual  solitude  could  mean. 
But  when  they  went  in  numbers  into  the  lanes 
of  the  city,  with  their  swords  drawn,  they  slew 
those  whom  they  overtook,  without  mercy, 
and  set  fire  to  the  houses  whither  the  Jews 
were  fled,  aiul  burnt  every  soul  in  them,  and 
laid  waste  a  great  many  of  the  rest ;  and  when 
they  were  come  to  the  houses  to  plunder 
them,  they  found  in  them  entire  families  of 
dead  men,  and  the  upper  rooms  full  of  dead 
corpses,  that  is  of  such  as  died  by  the  famine; 
they  then  stood  in  a  horror  at  this  sight,  and 
went  out  without  touching  any  thing.  But 
although  they  had  this  commiseration  for 
such  as  were  destroyed  in  that  manner,  yet 
had  they  not  the  same  for  those  that  were 
still  alive,  but  they  ran  every  one  through 
whom  they  met  with,  and  obstructed  the  very 
lanes  with  their  dead  bodies,  and  made  the 
whole  city  run  down  with  blood,  to  such  a 
degree  indeed  that  the  fire  of  many  of  the 
houses  was  quenched  wish  these  men's  blood. 
And  truly  so  it  happened,  that  though  the 
slayers  left  off  at  the  evening,  yet  did  the  fire 
greatly  prevail  in  the  night ;  and  as  all  was 
burning,  came  that  eighth  day  of  the  month 
Gorpieus  [Elul]  upon  Jerusalem ;  a  city  that 
had  been  liable  to  so  many  miseries  during 
this  siege,  that,  had  it  always  enjoyed  as  much 
happiness  from  its  first  foundation,  it  would 
certainly  have  been  the  envy  of  the  world. 
Nor  did  it  on  any  other  account  so  much  de- 
serve these  sore  misfortunes,  as  by  producing 
such  a  generation  of  men  as  were  the  ocoa. 
sions  of  this  its  overthrow. 
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CHAPTEB  IX. 

WHAT  INJUNCTIONS  C^StR  GAVE  WHEN  HE 
WAS  COME  WITHIN  THE  CITV.  THE  NLK- 
BER  OF  THE  CAPTIVES,  AND  OP  THOSE  THAT 
PERISHED  IN  TUE  SIEGE;  AS  ALSO  CONCEKN- 
ING  THOSE  THAT  ESCAPED  INTO  THE  SUB- 
TERRANEAN CAVERNS,  AMONG  WHOM  WERE 
THE  TYRANTS  SIMON  AND  JuHN  THEM- 
SELVES. 

§  1.  Now,  when  Titus  was  come  into  this 
[upper]  city,  he  admired  not  only  some  other 
places  of  strength  in  it,  but  particularly  those 
stron)^  towers  which  the  tyrants,  in  their  mad 
conduct,  had  relinquished  ;  for  when  he  saw 
their  solid  altitude,  and  the  largeness  of  their 
several  stones,  and  the  exactnessof  their  joints, 
as  also  how  great  was  their  breadth,  and  how 
extensive  their  length,  he  expressed  himself 
after  the  manner  fellowing- — *'  We  have  cer- 
tainly had  God  for  our  assistant  in  this  war, 
and  it  was  no  other  than  God  who  ejected  the 
Jews  out  of  these  fortifications ;  for  what 
could  the  hands  of  men,  or  any  machines,  do  to- 
wards overthrowing  these  towers!"  At  which 
time  he  had  many  such  discourses  to  his 
friends ;  he  also  let  such  go  free  as  had  been 
bound  bv  the  tyrants  and  were  left  in  the 
prisons.  To  conclude,  when  he  entirely  demo- 
lished the  rest  of  the  city,  and  overthrew  its 
walls,  he  left  these  towers  as  a  monument  of  I 
bis  good  fortune,  which  had  proved  his  auxi- 
liaries, and  enabled  him  to  take  what  could 
not  otherwise  have  been  taken  by  him. 

2.  And  now.  since  his  soldiers  were  already 
quite  tired  with  killing  men,  and  yet  there 
appeared  to  be  a  vast  multitude  still  remain- 
ing alive,  Cisar  gave  orders  that  they  should 
kill  none  but  those  that  were  in  arms,  and 
opposed  them,  but  should  take  the  rest  alive. 
But,  together  with  those  whom  they  had 
orders  to  slay,  they  slew  the  aged  and  the  in- 
firm; but  for  those  that  were  in  their  flourish- 
ing age,  and  who  might  be  useful  to  them, 
they  drove  them  together  into  the  temple,  and 
shut  them  up  within  the  walls  of  the  court  of 
the  women  ;  over  which  Caesar  set  one  of  his 
freed  men,  as  also  Fronto,  one  of  his  own 
friends;  which  last  was  to  determine  every 
one's  fate,  according  to  his  merits.  So  this 
Fronto  slew  all  those  that  had  been  seditious 
and  robbers,  who  were  impeached  one  by 
another;  but  of  the  young  men  he  chose  out 
the  tallest  and  most  beautiful,  and  reserved 
them  for  the  triumph;  and  as  for  the  rest  of 
the  multitude  that  were  above  seventeen 
years  old,  he  put  them  into  bonds,  and  sent 
them  to  the  Egyptian  mines.'  Titus  also  sent 
a  great  number  into  the  provinces  as  a  present 
to  them,  that  they  might  be  destroyed  upon 

•  See  the  several  predictions  that  the  Jews,  if  they 
became  obstinate  in  their  idolatn  and  wicliedness.  should 
be  sent  aeain.  or  sold  Into  Eeypt.  for  their  punishment. 
Dent,  ixviii,  68;  Jer.  xliv  7;  Hos.  viii.  13;  ii.  3;  xi 
36;  2  Esd.  XV.  10 — 11.  with  Authentic  he.-ord8,  part  i.p. 
M,  121,  and  Relaad  PalEst'  a,  toiii.  \L  p.  716. 


their  theatrei,  by  the  sword  and  by  the  wild 

ijeasts;  but  those  that  were  under  seventeen 
years  of  age  were  sold  for  slaves.  Now  dur- 
ini;  the  days  wherein  Fronto  was  distinguish- 
ing these  men,  there  perished,  for  want  of 
food,  eleven  thousand ;  some  of  whom  did  not 
taste  any  food,  through  the  hatred  their  guards 
bore  to  them ;  and  others  would  not  take  in 
any  when  it  was  given  them.  The  multitude 
also  was  so  very  great,  that  they  were  in  want 
even  of  corn  for  their  sustenance. 

3.  Now  the  numberf  of  those  that  were 
carried  captive  during  this  whole  war  was 
collected  to  be  nioety-seven  thousand  ;  as  was 
the  number  of  those  that  perished  during  the 
whole  siege  eleven  hundred  thousand,  the 
greater  part  of  whom  were  indeed  of  the  same 
nation  [with  the  citizens  of  Jerusalem],  but 
not  belonging  to  the  city  itself;  for  they  were 
come  up  from  all  the  country  to  the  feast  o: 
unleavened  bread,  and  were  on  a  sudden  shut 
up  by  an  army,  which,  at  the  very  first,  occa. 
sioned  so  great  a  straitness  among  them  that 
there  came  a  pestilential  destruction  upon 
them,  and  soon  afterward  such  a  famine,  as 
destroyed  them  more  suddenly.  And  that 
this  city  could  contain  so  many  people  in  it. 
is  manifest  by  that  number  of  them  which  wai 
taken  under  Cestius,  who  being  desirous  of 
informing  Nero  of  the  power  of  the  city,  who 
otherwise  was  disposed  to  contemn  that  na- 
tion, entreated  the  high-priests,  if  the  thing 
were  possible,  to  take  the  number  of  their 
whole  multitude.  So  these  high-priests,  upon 
the  coming  of  their  feast  which  is  called  the 
Passover,  when  they  slay  their  sacrifices,  from 
the  ninth  haur  till  the  eleventh,  but  so  that 
a  company  not  less  than  tenj  belong  to  every 
sacrifice  (for  it  is  not  lawful  for  them  to  feast 
singly  by  themselves),   and  many  of  us  are 

+  The  whole  ratjltitade  of  the  Jews  that  were  de- 
stroved  during  the  entire  seven  yerii^  before  this  time, 
in  ail  the  countries  of  and  bordering  on  Judea,  is  sum- 
med op  by  Archbishop  Usher,  Irom  Lipsius.  out  of  Jose- 
phus,  at  the  year  of  Christ  70.  and  amounts  to  t;j37.H^l. 
Nor  could  there  have  been  that  number  of  Jews  in  Jeru- 
salem to  be  destroyed  in  this  sieee.  as  will  ba  presently 
set  down  bv  Josephus,  but  that  both  Jews  and  proselytes 
of  justice  were  just  then  come  up  out  of  the  other  coun- 
tries of  Galilee,  Samana,  Judea.  and  Perea,  and  other 
remoter  reijions,  to  the  Passover,  in  vast  numbers,  and 
therein  cooped  up.  as  in  a  prison,  by  the  Doman  arm>, 
as  Josephus  himself  well  observes,  in  this  and  the  next 
section,  and  as  is  exactly  related  elsewhere,  b.  v.  ch.  iii, 
sect.  1  :  and  ch.  xiii  sect.". 

}  This  number  of  a  company  for  one  paschal  lamb, 
between  ten  and  twenty,  agrees  exac<ly  with  the  number 
thirteen  at  our  Saviour's  last  pass-jver.  As  to  the  wholtf 
number  of  trie  Jews  that  u^d  to  come  up  to  the  Pass- 
over, and  eat  of  it  at  Jerusalem,  .see  the  uole  on  b.ii.  rh. 
xiv.  sect.  :1.  This  number  ought  to  be  here  indeed  just 
ten  times  the  number  of  the  lambs,  or  just  2..566,I.XiO.  by 
Josephus's  own  reasoninc;  whereas  it  is,  in  his  present 
copies,  no  less  than  2.7(Hl,0On.  which  last  number  is, 
however,  nearest  the  other  number  in  the  place  now  ci- 
terl.  which  is  3.000,000.  But  what  is  here  chiefly  remark. 
;*hle  is  this,  that  no  foreign  nation  ever  came  thus  to 
destroy  the  Jews  at  any  of  their  solemn  festivals,  frora 
the  day  sot  Moses  till  this  time,  but  came  now  upon  their 
apostar^  from  God-  and  from  obedience  In  him.  Nor  is 
it  [tossihte.  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  in  any  other 
nation  such  vast  numbers  should  be  gotten  together,  and 
P'-jish  in  the  sie^'e  of  any  one  city  whatsoever  aa  now 
happened  in  Jerusalem. 
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twenty  in  a  company,  found  tbe  number  of 
sarrifices  was  two  hundred  and  6fty-8ix  thou* 
Band  five  hundred;  which,  upon  the  allow- 
ance of  no  more  than  ten  that  feast  together, 
amounts  to  two  millions  seven  hundred  thou- 
sand and  two  hundred  persons  that  were  pure 
and  holy;  for  as  to  those  that  have  the  leprosy, 
or  the  gonorrhcea,  or  women  that  have  their 
monthly  courses,  or  surh  as  are  otherwise  pol- 
luted, it  is  not  lawful  for  them  to  he  partakers 
of  this  sacrifict ;  nor  indeed  for  any  foreign- 
ers neither,  who  come  hither  to  wor>hip. 

4.  Now  this  vast  multitude  is  indeed  col- 
lected out  of  remote  places,  but  the  entire  na- 
tion w;ts  now  shtrt  up  by  fate  as  in  a  prison,  and 
the  Roman  army  encompassed  the  city  when 
it  was  crowded  with  inhabitants.    Accordingly 
the  multitude  of  those  that  therein  perished, 
exceeded    all    the    destructions    that    either 
men  or  God  ever  broug'ht  upon  the  world; 
for,  to  speak  only  of  what  was  publicly  known, 
the  Romans  slew  some  of  them,  some  they 
carried  captives,  and  others  they  made  search 
for  under  ground,  and  when  they  found  where 
they   were,  they  broke   up  the    ground  and 
slew  all  they  met  with.      There  were    also 
found  slain  there  above  two  thousand  persons, 
partly  by  their  o\^^l  hands,  and  partly  by  one 
(mother,  but  chiefly  destroyed  by  the  famine 
but  then,  the  ill  savour  of  the  dead  bodies 
was  most  offensive  to  those  that  lighted  upon 
them,  insomuch  that  some  were   obliged  to 
get  away  immediately,  while  others  were  so 
greedv  of  gain,  that  they  would  go  in  among 
(he  dead  bodies  that  lay  in  heaps,  and  tread 
upon  them;  for  a  great  deal  of  treasure  was 
found  in  these  caverns,  and  the  hope  of  gain 
made  every  way  of  getting  it  to  be  esteemed 
lawful.      Many  also  of  those  that  had  been  put 
in  prison  bv  the  tyrants  were  now  brought  out ; 
fur  theydid  not  leaveofftbeirbarbarous  cruelty 
at  the  very  last:  yet  did  God  avenge  himself 
upon  them  both,  in  a  manner  agreeable  to  jus- 
lice.      As  for  John,  be  wanted  food,  together 
with  his  brethren,  in  these  caverns,  and  beg- 
ged that  ihe  Romans  would  now  give  him  their 
ri^ht  hand  for  his  security,  which  he  had  often 
pr<nidly   rejected   before;  but  for   Simon,  he 
struggled  hard  with  the  distress   he  was   in, 
till  be  was  forced  to  surrender  himself,  as  we 
shall  relate  hereafter;  so  he  was  reserved  for 
tiie   triumph,  and   to  be  then   slain:    as  was 
John  condemned  to  perpetual  imprisonment: 
atid  now  the  Romans  set  fire  to  the  extreme 
parts  of  the  city,  and  burnt  them  down,  and 
entirely  demolished  its  walls. 

CHAPTER  X. 

THAT  WHEREAS  THE  CITY  OF  JEHCSALEM 
HAli  BEEN  FIVE  TIMES  TAKES  FORMERLY, 
THIS  WAS  THE  SFCOND  TIME  OF  ITS  DESOLA- 
TION.      A  BHIEK  ACCtUNT  OF  ITS  HISTORY. 

(  ].   And  thus  was  Jerusalem  taken,  in   the 


second  year  of  the  reign  of  Vespasian,  on  the 
eighth  day  of  the  month  Gorpieus  [Elul],  It 
had  been  taken  five  *  times  before,  though 
this  was  the  second  time  of  its  desolation;  tor 
Shishak,  the  king  of  Egypt,  and  after  him 
Antiochus,  and  after  him  Pompey,  and  after 
them  Sosius  and  Herod  took  the  city,  but 
still  preserved  it;  but  before  all  these,  the 
king  of  Babylon  conquered  it,  and  made  it 
desolate,  one  tbousan  >ur  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  years  and  six  months  after  it  was  built. 
But  he  who  first  built  it  "f  was  a  potent  man 
among  the  Canaanites,  and  is  in  our  tongue 
called  [Melchisedek],  the  Righteous  King,  for 
such  he  really  was;  un  which  account  he  was 
[there]  the  first  priest  of  God,  and  first  built 
a  temple  [there],  and  called  the  city  Jerusalem, 
which  was  formerly  called  Salem.  However, 
David,  the  king  of  the  Jews,  ejected  the  Ca- 
naanites, and  settled  his  own  people  therein. 
It  was  demolished  entirely  by  the  Babylo- 
nians, four  hundred  and  seventy-seven  years 
and  six  months  after  him.  And  from  kiii^ 
David,  who  was  the  first  of  the  Jews  who 
reigned  therein,  to  this  destruction  under 
Titus,  were  one  thousand  one  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  years;  but  from  its  first  build- 
ing, till  this  last  destruction,  were  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  years;  yet 
hath  not  its  great  antiquity,  nor  its  vast  riches, 
nor  the  diffusion  of  its  nation  over  all  the  ha- 
bitable earth,  nor  the  greatness  of  the  vene- 
ration paid  to  it  on  a  religious  account,  been 
sufficient  to  preserve  it  from  being  destroyed. 
And  thus  ended  the  siege  of  Jerusalem. 

•  Besides  these  five  here  eaammted.  who  had  takec 
Jemaaletn  of  old,  Josephns,  upon  farther  recolleciion, 
rrcLuns  a  sixth,  Antiq.  b.  xii.  rb.  i.  s^cL  I,  whu  should 
have  been  here  inscrtt-d  in  th-r  second  places  I  meao 
Ptolemy,  the  son  ot  Laeiis. 

+  Why  the  Rrrat  Itiichart  should  say  (Me  Phcrnic; 
Colon,  b.  ii.  ch  iv  ).  tliat  '*  There  ar»-  in  this  clause  of 
Jusephns  ai  many  mistakes  as  words"  I  du  by  no  means 
understand.  Jusephus  thoiicht  Melchisedek  tirst  buiU, 
or  ratner  rcbuill  and  adorned  this  rity,  and  that  it  was 
then  called  Salem,  as  Psal.  Uxvi.  i:  that  it  aUerwards 
came  to  he  called  Jerusalem:  and  that  Melrhiwdek,  be- 
in^  a  priest  as  well  as  a  kin<:,  biiill  to  the  true  God 
therein  a  temple,  ur  place  tor  public  divine  worship  and 
sacrifice;  all  which  tbines  may  h»-  very  trite  for  au^ht 
we  know  to  the  contrary;  and  for  the  word  «•«»,  or 
I  erople,  as  if  it  must  needs  belong  to  the  erent  temple 
hiiilt  hy  Solomon  long  atterwurd.  .'osephus  hiiii<ielf  uses 
V39i,foT  the  small  tahrrnacleof  Moses,  An tiq.  b.  iii  ch.  vi. 
sect.  4.  See  also  Antiq.  b.  iii.  ch.Tt.  sect.  I.  as  he  here 
presently  uses  'ii*6»  for  a  lart;e  and  splendid  synagogue  of 
Ihe  Jews  at  Antioch  only,  b.  vii-ch.iii.  sect-  3. 

•••  This  is  the  proper  place  for  such  as  have  closely 
attended  to  these  latter  books  of  Ihe  W  ar,  to  peruse,  and 
that  with  equal  attention,  tlmse  distinct  ard  plain  pre- 
dictions of  Jesus  of  Nazareih,  in  the  cospets  thereto  re- 
lating, as  compared  with  their  exact  completions  in  Jo- 
sephus's  history;  upon  which  comiiletions,  as  Or  Whitby 
well  observes,  Annot  on  Matt.  XTiiv.  2.  no  small  part  of 
the  evidence  for  the  troth  of  the  Christian  relicion  does 
depend ;  and  as  I  liave,  step  by  step,  com  pared  tliein  toge- 
ther in  my  Literal  ActompHsbmnil  of  Sc/jptJire  Prophe- 
!  c:ei.  The  reader  is  lo  observp  fartVier.  that  ttf  true 
I  /eason  vby  1  have  so  seldt>m  taken  notice  of  those  com- 
pletions in  the  course  of  these  imTes.  notwithstanding 
their  being  so  very  remarkahle.  and  freqnenlly  *0  very 
obvious,  is  tins,  that  I  U-iA  entirely  prevented  mysell  in 
that  ti<-ati5e  belorf  hand;  to  uhich.  tiierelure.  I  musthen^ 
once  for  all,  serioukly  refer  eveiy  inquisitive  reader. 
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BOOK  VII. 

CONTAIMNO  TRB  INTIBVAL  OF  ABOL'T  TBBEB  TBAIIL 

FROM   THE  TAKING  OF  JERUSALEM  BY  TITUS,  TO  THE  SEE-ITIOH 
OF  THE  JEWS  AT  CTREKE. 


CHAPTER  I. 

HOW  THE  ENTIRE  CITY  OF  JERCSALCil  WAS 
DEMOLISHED,  EXCEPTING  THREE  TOWERS; 
AND  HOW  TITCS  COMMENDED  HIS  SOL- 
DIERS, IN  A  SPEECH  MADE  TO  THEM,  AND 
DISTRIBLTED  REWARDS  TO  THEM,  AND 
THEN  DISMISSED  MANY  UF  THEM. 

§  1.  Kow,  as  soon  as  the  army  bad  no  more 
people  to  slay  or  to  plunder,  because  there 
remained  none  to  be  the  objects  of  their  fury 
(for  they  would  not  have  spared  any,  had  there 
remained  any  other  such  work  to  be  done),  C«- 
sargave  orders  that  they  should  now  demolish 
the  entire  city  and  temple,  but  should  leave 
as  many  of  the  towers  standing  as  were  of  the 
greatest  eminency;  that  is,  Phasaelus,  and 
Hippicus,  and  Mariamne,  and  so  much  of  the 
wall  as  enclosed  the  city  on  the  west  side. 
This  wall  was  spared,  in  order  to  aSbrd  a 
camp  for  such  as  were  to  lie  in  garrison ;  as 
were  the  towers  also  spared,  in  order  to  de- 
monstrate to  posterity  «hat  kind  of  city  it 
was,  and  how  well  fortified,  which  the  Roman 
valour  had  subdued;  but  for  ail  the  rest  of 
the  wall,  it  was  so  thoroughly  laid  even  with 
the  ground  by  those  that  dug  it  up  to  the  foun- 
dation, that  there  was  left  nothing  to  make 
those  that  came  thither  believe  it  bad  ever 
been  inhabited.  This  was  the  end  which  Je- 
rusalem came  to  by  the  madness  of  those  that 
were  for  innovations;  a  city  otherwise  of  great 
magnificence,  and  of  mighty  dune  among  all 
mankind. 

2.  But  Csesar  resolved  to  leave  there  as  a 
guard  the  tenth  legion,  with  certain  troops  of 
horsemen,  and  companies  of  footmen.  So, 
having  entirely  completed  this  war,  be  was 
desirous  to  commend  his  whole  arniv,  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  exploits  they  had  performed, 
and  to  bestow  proper  rewards  on  such  as 
had  signalized  themselves  therein.  He  had 
therefore  a  great  tribunal  marie  for  him  in  ihe 
Diidst  of  the  place  where  be  had  forinerl>  en- 


camped, and  stood  upon  it  with  bis  principal 
I  commanders  about  him,  and  spake  so  as  to  be 
heard  by  the  whole  army  in  the   maimer  fol- 
lowing:— That  he  returned  them  abundance 
of  thanks  for  their  good-will  which  they  bad 
shown  to  him;  be  commended  them  for  that 
^  ready  obedience  they  had  exhibited  in  this 
whole  war; — which  obedience  had  appeared  in 
the  many  and  great  dangers  they  had  coura- 
geously undergone;  as  also,  for  that  courage 
they  had  shown,  and  had  thereby  augmented 
of  themselves  their  country's  power,  and  had 
I  made  it  evident  to  all  men,  that  neither  the 
j  multitude  of  their  enemies,  nor  the  strength  of 
I  their  places,  nor  the  largeness  of  their  cities, 
'  nor  the  rash  boldness  and  brutish  rage  of  their 
antagonists,  were  sufficient  at  any  time  to  get 
clear  of  the  Roman  valour,  although  some  of 
them  may  have  fortune  in  many  respects  on 
their  side.     He  said  farther,  that  it  was  but 
reasonable  for  them  to   put  ao  end  to    this 
war.  now  it  had  lasted  so  long,  for  they  had 
nothing    better    to  wish  for  when  they  en. 
tered  into  it;  and  that  this  happened  more 
favourably  for  them  and  more  for  their  glorv, 
that  all  the  Romans  had   willingly   accepted 
of  those  for  their  governors,  and  the  curwors 
of  their  dominions,  whom  they  had  chosen  for 
them,  and  had  sent  into  their  own  country 
for  that  purpose,  which  still  continued  under 
the   management  of  those  whom    they  hai' 
pitched  on,  and  were  thankful  to  them  foi 
pitching  upon  them.      That  accordingly,  al- 
though  he  did  both  admire  and  tenderly  re- 
gard them  all,  because  he  knew  that   every 
one  of   them  had  gone   as    cheerfwlly  about 
their  work  as  their  abilities  and  cpportunities 
would  give  them  leave,  yet,  he  said,  that  he 
would  immediately  bestow  rewards  and  digni- 
ties on  those  that  had  fought  the  most  bravely, 
and    with    greater  force,  and   had  signalized 
fheir  conduct  in  the  most  glorious  manner, 
and  bad  made  his  arm^  mere  famous  by  their 
noble  exploits:  »rd  ibat  rr  i^i'e  ubo  hud  been 
willing    to    take    n.ore    faii'S    than  another. 
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should  miss  of  a  just  retribution  for  the  same ; 
for  that  he  had  been  exceedingly  careful  about 
this  matter,  and  that  the  more,  because  he 
liiid  ranch  rather  reward  the  virtues  of  bis  fel- 
luw-i^oldierii  than  punish  such  as  had  offended. 
3.  Hereupon  Titus  ordered  those  whose 
business  it  was,  to  read  the  list  of  all  that  had 
performed  great  exploits  iu  this  war,  whom 
he  called  to  him  by  their  names,  and  com- 
mended them  before  the  company,  and  re- 
joiced in  them  in  the  same  manner  as  a  man 
would  have  rejoiced  in  his  own  exploits.  He 
also  put  on  their  heads  crowns  of  gulrf,  and 
golden  ornaments  about  their  necks,  and  gave 
them  long  spears  of  gold,  and  ensigns  that 
were  made  of  silver,  and  removed  every  one 
of  them  to  a  higher  rank :  and  besides  this, 
he  plentifully  distributed  among  them,  out  of 
tlie  spuils  and  the  other  prey  they  had  taken, 
silver,  and  gold,  and  garments.  So  when 
they  had  all  these  honours  bestowed  on  them, 
according  to  bis  own  appointment  made  to 
every  one,  and  be  had  wished  all  soits  of  hap- 
piness to  the  whole  army,  he  came  down, 
among  the  great  acchnnations  which  were 
mude  to  him,  and  then  betook  himself  to  of- 
fer thank-offerings  [to  the  gods],  and  at  once 
sacrificed  a  vast  nunil)er  ot  oxen,  that  stood 
ready  at  the  allnrs,  and  distri))iited  them  among 
the  army  to  feast  on  ;  and  when  he  had  staid 
three  days  among  the  principal  commanders, 
and  so  long  teasted  with  ihem,  he  sent  away 
the  rest  of  his  array  to  the  several  places  where 
they  would  be  every  one  best  situated;  but 
permitted  the  tenth  legion  to  stay,  as  a  guard 
at  Jerusalem,  and  did  not  send  them  away 
beyond  Euphrates,  where  they  had  been  be- 
ture ;  and  as  he  remembered  that  the  twelfth 
legion  had  given  way  to  the  Jews,  under  Ces- 
tius  their  general,  he  expelled  them  out  of  all 
Svria,  for  they  had  lain  formerly  at  Raphanea, 
and  sent  them  away  to  a  place  called  Mele- 
tine,  near  Euphrates,  which  is  in  the  limits  of 
Armenia  and  Cappadocia ;  he  also  thought 
fit  that  two  of  the  legions  should  stay  with 
him  till  he  should  go  to  Egypt.  He  then 
went  down  with  his  army  to  that  Cesarea 
which  lay  by  the  sea-side,  and  there  laid  up 
the  rest  of  his  spoils  in  great  quantities,  and 
gave  order  that  the  captives  should  be  kept 
there;  for  the  winter-season  hindered  him  then 
from  sailing  into  Italy. 


CHAPTER    II. 

HOW  TTTUS  EXHIBITED  ALL  SORTS  OF  SHOWS 
AT  CESAREA  PHILIPPI.  CONCERNING  SIMON 
THE  TYRANT,  HOW  HE  WAS  TAKEN,  AND 
RESERVED  FOR  THE  TRIUMPH. 

§  1.  Now,  at  th€  same  time  that  Titus  Caesar 
Jay  at  the  siege  of  Jerusalem,  did  Vespasian 
go  *»n  hoard  a  merchant-ship,  and  sailed  from 
Alexandria  to  Rhodes;  whence  h«  mailed  away 


in  ships  with  three  rows  of  oars ;  and  as  be 
touched  at  several  cities  that  lay  in  his  road, 
he  was  joyfully  received  by  thwn  all,  and  so 
passed  over  from  Ionia  into  Greece;  whence 
be  set  sail  fropa  Corcyra  to  the  promontory  of 
lapyx,  whence  he  took  his  journey  by  land. 
But  as  for  Titus,  he  marched  from  that  Cesa- 
rea which  lay  by  the  sea-side,  and  came  to  that 
which  is  named  Cesarea  Philippi,  and  ttaid 
therea  considerable  tiine,andexhibitedall  sorts 
of  shows  there;  and  here  a  great  number  of 
the  captives  were  destroyed,  some  being  throwu 
to  w  ild  beasts,  and  others  in  multitudes  forced 
to  kill  one  another,  as  if  they  were  encnties. 
And  here  it  was  that  Titus  wiis  info-med  of 
the  seizure  of  Simon,  the  ^oF.  ot  l>it/rus,  ^nich 
was  made  after  the  manner  following: — This 
Simon,  during  the  siege  of  Jerusalem,  was  in 
the  upper  city;  but  when  the  Roman  army 
were  gotten  within  the  walls,  and  were  laying 
the  city  waste,  he  then  took  the  most  faithfui 
of  his  friends  with  him,  and  among  them  some 
that  were  stone-cutters,  with  those  iron  tooU 
which  belonged  to  their  occupation,  and  as 
great  a  quantity  of  provisions  as  would  suf- 
fice them  for  a  long  time,  and  let  himself 
and  them  all  down  into  a  certain  subterrane- 
ous cavern  that  was  not  visible  above  ground. 
Now,  so  far  as  bad  been  digged  of  old,  they 
went  onward  along  it  without  disturbance; 
but  where  they  met  with  solid  earth,  they  dug 
a  mine  under  ground,  and  this  in  hopes  that 
they  should  he  able  to  proceed  so  far  as  to 
rise  from  under  ground,  in  a  safe  place,  and 
by  that  means  escape;  hut  when  they  came  to 
make  the  experiment,  they  were  disappointed 
of  their  hope;  for  the  miners  could  make  but 
small  progress,  and  that  with  ditBculty  also ; 
insomuch  that  their  provisions,  though  they 
distributed  them  by  measure,  began  to  fail 
them.  And  now  Simon,  thinking  be  might 
be  able  to  astonish  and  delude  the  Romans, 
put  on  a  white  frock,  and  buttoned  upon  him 
a  purple  cloak,  and  appeared  out  of  the  ground 
in  the  place  where  the  temple  had  formerly 
been.  At  the  llrst,  indeed,  those  that  saw 
him  were  greatly  astonished,  and  stood  still 
where  they  were ;  but  afterward  they  came 
nearer  to  him,  and  asked  him  who  he  was. — 
Now  Simon  would  not  tell  them,  but  bade 
them  call  for  their  captain  ;  and  when  they  ran 
to  call  him,  Terentius  Rufus,*  who  was  left  to 
command  the  army  there,  came  to  Simon,  and 
learned  of  him  the  whole  truth,  and  kept  him 
in  bonds,,  and  let  Csesar  know  that  he  wag 
taken.  Thus  did  God  bring  this  man  to  be 
punished  for  what  bitter  and  savage  tyranny 
he  had  exercised  against  his  countrymen,  by 

•  This  I'erentins  Rufus,  as  Reland  in  part  oliservn 
here,  is  the  same  person  wlioni  life  TalmiidiKts  cail  Tur- 
niis  Ru/us ;  of  whom  they  relate,  that  "  he  ploughed  up 
Siyn  as  a  field,  and  made  Jerusalem  become  as  heaps, 
and  the  mountain  ol  the  house  a*!  the  high  places  of  .a 
(orest,"  wliicli  was  long  hefnTf  forctuld  by  llie  prophet 
Miruh  {ill.  1^).  anil  quoted  from  bim  id  the  proptieciei 
of  Jeremiah  (xxti.  lit).  
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thnse  who  were  his  worst  enemies ;  and 
this  \vtile  he  was  not  subdued  by  violence, 
but  voluntarily  delivered  himself  up  to 
them  to  be  punished,  and  that  on  the  very 
»ame  account  that  he  had  laid  false  accusa- 
tions against  many  Jews,  as  if  they  were  fall- 
ing away  to  the  Romans,  and  had  barbarously 
slain  them ;  for  wicked  actions  do  not  escape 
the  divine  anger,  nor  is  justice  too  weak  to 
punish  offenders,  but  in  time  overtakes  those 
that  transgress  its  laws,  and  inflicts  its  punish- 
ments upon  the  wicked  in  a  manner  so  much 
more  severe,  as  thev  expected  to  escape  it  on 
account  of  their  not  being  punished  immedi- 
ately.* Simon  was  made  sensible  of  this,  by 
falling  under  the  indignation  of  the  Romans. 
This  rise  of  his  out  of  the  ground  did  also 
occasion  the  discovery  of  a  great  number  of 
others  of  the  seditious  at  that  time,  who  had 
hidden  themselves  under  ground;  but  for 
Simon,  he  was  brought  to  Caesar  in  bonds, 
when  he  was  come  back  to  that  Cesarea  which 
was  on  the  sea-side  ;  who  gave  orders  that  he 
should  be  kept  against  that  triumph  which  he 
was  to  celebrate  at  Rome  upon  this  occasion. 


CHAPTER  in. 

HOW  TITtTS,  I-POX  THE  CFLEBBATIOV  Of  HIS 
brother's  .KNDF.VTHEb's  BtRTH-D.^YS.n.VD 
MAST  OF  THE  JEWS  SLAIN.  CONCERNING 
THE  DANGER  THE  JEWS  WERE  IN  AT  ANTI- 
OCH,  BY  MEANS  OF  THE  TRAXSCBESSKIN 
AND  IMPIETY  OF  ONE  ANTIOCHCS,   A  JEW. 

§  1.  While  Titus  was  at  Cesarea,  he  solem- 
nized the  birth-day  of  bis  brother  [Domitian] 
after  a  splendiil  manner,  and  inflicted  a  great 
deal  of  the  punishment  intended  for  the  Jews 
iit  honour  of  him  :  for  the  number  of  those 
that  were  now  slain  in  fighting  with  the 
beasts,  and  were  burnt,  and  fought  with  one 
another,  exceeded  two  thousand  five  hundred. 
Yet  did  all  this  seem  to  the  Romans,  when 
they  were  thus  destroying  ten  thousand  seve- 
ral ways,  to  be  a  punishment  beneath  their 
deserts.  After  this  Caesar  came  to  Berytus,f 
which  is  a  city  of  Phcenicia,  and  a  Roman  co- 
lony, and  staid  there  a  long  time,  and  exhi- 
bited a  still  more  pompons  solemnity  about 
his  father's  birth-day,  both  in  the  magnificence 
of  the  shows,  and  in  the  other  vast  expenses 
he  was  at  in  his  devices  thereto  belonging;  so 
that  a  great  multjtude  of  the  captives  were 
here  destroyed  after  the  same  manner  as  be- 
fore. 

2.  It  happened  also  about  this  time,  that 
the  Jews  who  remained  at  Antioch  were  un- 


•  See  Ecc(es.Tiii.  H. 

+  This  BTytoie  was  certainly  a  Roman  colony,  and 
haa  coins  extant  that  witness  the  same,  as  Hudson  and 
apanbeim  iulVino  ua.  Sec  the  Dote,  Antiq.  b.  xvi.  ch. 
it  iet-t  L 


der  accusations,  and  in  danger  of  perishing, 
from  the  disturbances  that  were  raised  against 
them  by  the  Antiochians,  and  this  both  ot. 
account  of  the  slanders  spread  abroad  at  this 
time  against  them,  and  on  account  of  what 
pranks  they  had  played  not  long  before;  which 
I  am  obliged  to  describe  without  fail,  though 
briefly,  that  I  may  the  better  connect  my  nar- 
ration of  future  actions  with  those  that  went 
before. 

3.  For  as  the  Jewish  nation  is  widely  dis-- 
persed  over  all  the  habitable  earth  among  its 
inhabitants,  so  it  is  very  much  intermingled 
with  Syria  by  reason  of  its  neighbourhood, 
and  had  the  greatest  multitudes  in  Antioch 
bv  reason  of  the  largeness  of  the  city,  where- 
in the  kings,  after  Antiochus,  had  afforded 
thera  a  habitation  with  the  most  undisturbed 
tranquillity ;  for  though  Antiochus,  who  was 
called  Epiphanes,  laid  Jerusalem  waste,  and 
spoiled  the  temple,  yet  did  those  that  succeed- 
ed him  in  the  kingdom  restore  all  the  dona- 
tions that  were  made  of  brass  to  the  Jews  of 
Antioch,  and  dedicated  them  to  their  syna- 
gogue; and  granted  them  the  enjoyment  of 
equal  privileges  of  citizens  with  the  Greeks 
themselves  ;  and  as  the  succeeding  kings 
treated  them  after  the  same  manner,  they 
both  multiplied  to  a  great  number,  and  adorned 
their  tetnplef  gloriously  by  fine  ornaments, 
and  with  great  magnificence,  in  the  use  of 
what  had  been  given  them.  They  also  made 
proselytes  of  a  great  many  of  the  Greeks  per- 
petually, and  thereby,  after  a  sort,  brought 
them  to  be  a  portion  of  their  own  body.  But 
about  this  titne  when  the  present  war  began, 
and  Vespasian  was  newly  sailed  to  Syria,  and 
all  men  bad  taken  up  a  great  hatred  against 
the  Jews,  then  it  was  that  a  certain  person, 
whose  name  was  Antiochus,  being  one  of  the 
Jewish  nation,  and  greatly  respected  on  ac- 
count of  his  father,  who  was  governor  of  the 
Jews  at  Antioch, §  came  upon  the  theatre  at 
a  time  when  the  people  of  Antioch  were  as- 
sembled together,  and  became  an  informer 
against  his  father;  and  accused  both  him  and 
others,  that  they  had  resolved  to  burn  the 
whole  city  in  one  night ;  he  also  delivered 
up  to  them  some  Jews  that  were  foreigners, 
as  partners  in  their  resolutions.  When  the 
people  heard  this,  they  could  not  refrain  their 
passion,  but  commanded  that  those  who  were 
delivered  up  to  them  shouhl  have  fire  brought 
to    burn    them ;    who    were    accordingly  all 


X  i  e.  Their  synagogae.  See  the  note  on  b.  vL  cb.  x. 
sect.  \. 

\  The  Jews  at  Antioch  and  Alexandria,  the  two  prin- 
cipal cities  in  all  the  east,  had  allowed  them,  both  by 
the  Macedonians,  and  aflerwards  by  The  Romans,  a  JEO- 
vemor  of  their  own,  who  was  exempt  from  the  jnrici.v 
tion  of  the  other  civil  governors.  He  was  called  some- 
times barely  "governor,"'  sometimes  "ethnarch."  and 
[at  Alexandria  I  "alabarch."  a^  I 'r.  Hudson  lakes  notice 
iin  this  place,  out  <>f  Fuller's  Miscellanies  Thf  v  had 
the  like  governor  or  (;..vernors  alluv^ed  tbem  at  liabylnn 
under  their  c«pl  vit)  there,  as  Ihe  History  of  Susano* 
implies. 
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b  rnt  upon  the  theatre  Immediately.  They 
AJ  also  fall  violently  upon  the  multitude  of 
lUo  Jews,  US  supposing,  that  by  punishing 
tlMul  suddenly  they  should  save  their  own 
dty.  As  for  Antiochus,  he  aggTa\-ated  the 
rage  they  were  in,  and  thought  to  give  them 
a  demonstration  of  his  own  conversion,  ami 
of  his  hatred  of  the  Jewish  customs,  by  saori- 
iiciiig  after  the  manner  of  the  Greeks:  he 
persuaded  the  rest  also  to  compel  them  to  do' 
the  same,  because  they  would  by  that  means 
discover  who  they  were  that  had  plotted 
against  them,  since  they  would  not  do  so: 
and  when  the  people  of  Antioch  tried  the  ex- 
periment, some  few  complied;  but  those  that 
would  not  do  so  were  slain.  As  for  Antio- 
chus himself,  be  obtained  soldiers  from  the 
Uoman  commander,  and  became  a  severe 
nuister  over  his  own  citizens,  not  permitting 
them  to  rest  on  the  seventh  day,  but  forcing 
them  to  do  all  that  they  usually  did  on  other 
days;  and  to  that  degree  of  distress  did  he 
reduce  them  i.n  this  matter,  that  the  rest  of 
the  seventh  day  was  dissolved  not  only  at 
Antioch,  but  the  same  thing  which  took 
thence  its  rise,  was  done  in  other  cities  also, 
tn  like  manner,  for  some  small  time.  | 

4.  Now,  after  these  misfortunes  had  hap- 
pened to  the  Jews  at  Antioch,  a  second  cala- 
mity befel  them,  the  description  of  which 
when  we  were  going  about,  we  premised  tlie 
account  foregoing;  for  upon  this  accident, 
\5l1ereby  the  four-square  miu-kel-[ilace  was 
burnt  down,  as  well  as  the  archives,  and  the 
place  where  the  public  records  were  preserved, 
and  the  royal  palaces  fand  it  was  not  with- 
out diflicully  that  the  fire  was  then  put  a 
stop  to,  which  was  likely,  by  the  fury  where- 
with it  was  carried  along,  to  have  gone  over 
the  whole  city),  Antiochus  accused  the  Jews 
as  the  occasion  of  all  the  mischief  that  was 
done.  Now  this  induced  the  people  of  An- 
tioch, who  were  now  under  the  Immediate 
persuasion,  by  reason  of  the  disorder  they 
were  in,  that  this  calumny  was  true;  and 
would  have  been  under  the  same  persuasion, 
even  though  they  had  not  borne  an  ill-will  at 
the  Jews  before,  to  believe  this  man's  accu- 
sation, especially  when  they  considered  what 
had  been  done  before;  and  this  to  such  a  de- 
gree, that  they  all  fell  violently  upon  those 
that  were  accused;  and  this,  like  madmen, 
in  a  very  furious  rage  also,  even  as  if  they 
had  seen  the  Jews  in  a  manner  setting,  fire 
themselves  to  the  city;  nor  was  it  without 
difficulty  that  one  Cneius  Colleges,  the  le- 
gate, could  prevail  with  them  to  permit  the 
aflf.iirs  to  l>e  kid  before  Caesar;  for  as  to  Ce- 
sennius  Petus,  the  presidentof  Syria, Vespasian 
had  already  sent  him  away;  and  so  it  hap- 
pened, that  he  was  not  yet  come  back  thither. 
But  when  Collegas  had  made  a  careful  in- 
quiry into  the  matter,  he  found  out  the  truth, 
and  that  nut  one  of  those  Jews  that  were  ac- 
cused by  Antiochus  had  any  hand  in  it;  but 


that  all  was  done  by  some  vile  persons  greatly 
in  debt,  who  supposed,  that  if  they  could  once 
set  fire  to  the  market-place,  and  burn  the 
public  records,  they  should  have  no  further 
demands  made  upon  them.  So  the  Jewa 
were  under  great  disorder  and  terror,  in  the 
uncertain  expectations  of  what  would  be 
the  upshot  of  those  accusations  against  them. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

HOW  VESPASIAN  WAS  RECEIVED  AT  SOME;  A8 
ALSO  now  THE  GEllMANS  REVOLTED  PBOM 
THE  ROMANS,  BUT  WERE  SUBDUED.  THAT 
THE  SAUMATIANS  OVER-RAN'  UVSIA,  BUT 
WERE  COMPELLED  TO  RETURN'  TO  THEIR 
OWN  COCNTBV  ACAI.V. 

§  1.  And  now  Titus  Ctesar,  upon  the  news 
that  was  brought  him  concerning  his  father, 
that  his  coming  was  much  desired  by  all  the 
Italian  cities,  and  that  Rome  especially  re- 
ceived him  with  great  alacrity  and  splendor, 
betook  himself  to  rejoicing  and  pleasures  to  a 
great  degree,  as  now  freed  from  the  solicitude 
he  had  been  under,  after  the  most  agreeable 
manner.  For  all  men  that  were  in  Italy 
showed  their  rei^pccts  to  him  in  their  minds, 
before  he  came  thither,  as  if  ho  were  already 
come,  as  esteeming  the  very  expectation  they 
had  of  him  to  be  his  real  presence  on  account 
of  the  great  desires  they  had  to  sec  him,  and 
because  the  good-will  they  bore  him  was  en- 
tirely free  and  unconstrained;  for  it  »as  a 
desirable  thing  to  the  ^L■nate,  who  well  re- 
membered the  calamities  they  had  undergone 
in  the  late  changes  of  their  governors,  tc 
receive  a  governor  who  was  adorned  with  the 
gravity  of  old  age,  and  with  the  highest  skill 
in  tlie  actions  of  war,  whose  advancement 
would  be,  as  they  knew,  for  nothing  else  biii 
for  the  preservation  of  those  that  were  to  be 
governed.  Moreover,  the  people  had  been 
so  harassed  by  their  civil  miseries,  that 
they  were  still  more  earnest  for  his  coming 
immediately,  as  supposing  they  should  then 
be  firmly  delivered  from  their  calamities, 
and  believed  they  should  then  recover  their 
secure  tranquillity  and  prosperity;  and  for 
the  soldiery,  they  had  the  principal  regard 
to  him,  for  they  were  chiefly  apprised  of 
his  great  exploits  in  war;  and  since  they 
had  experienced  the  want  of  skill  and  want 
of  courage  in  other  commanders,  they  were 
very  desirous  to  be  freed  from  that  great 
shame  they  had  undergone  by  their  means, 
and  heartily  wished  to  receive  such  a  prince 
as  might  be  a  security  and  an  ornament  to 
them;  and  as  this  good-will  to  Vespasian 
was  universal,  those  that  eniivji  any  remark- 
able dignities  could  not  hart  patience  enough 
to  stay  in  Rome,  but  ma(!e  baste  10  meet  hinci 
at  a  yery  great  distance  from  it ;  i>ay,  indeed. 
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a'yne  of  tlie  rest  could  endure  the  del^y  of 
seeing  him,  but  did  el)1  pour  out  of  the  city  in 
such  crowds,  and  were  so  universally  possess- 
ed with  the  opinion  that  it  was  easier  and 
better  for  them  to  go  out  than  to  stay  there, 
that  this  was  the  very  first  tiuie  that  the  city 
joyfully  perceived  itself  almost  empty  of  its 
::iiizens;  for  those  that  staid  within  were  fewer  I 
than  those  that  went  out;  but  as  soon  as  the 
news  was  come  that  he  was  hard  by,  and  those  [ 
that  had  met  hiiu  at  first  related  with   what  ' 
good  humour  he  received  every  one  that  came  j 
to  him,  then  it  was  that  the  whole  multitude ! 
that  had  remained  in  the  city,  with  their  wives 
and  children,  came  into  the  road,  and  waited  for  i 
him  there;  and  for  those  whom  he  passed  by,  I 
they  made  all  sorts  of  acclamations  on  account  j 
of  the  joy  they  had  to  see  him,  and  the  plea- ' 
santness  of  his  countenance,  and  styled  him 
their  Benefactor  and   Saviour,   and  the  onlv '^ 
person  who  was  worthy  to  be  ruler  of  the  crtV 
of  Rome;  and  now  the  rJty  was  like  a  temple,  ' 
full  of  garlands  and  sweet  odours;  nor  was; 
it  easy  for  him  to  come  to  the  royal  palace  for 
the  multitude  of  people  that  stood  about  him, 
where  yet  at  larf  he  performed  his  sacrifices 
of   thanksgivings  to  his  household  gods,  for 
his  safe  return  to  the  city.      The  multitude 
did  also  betake  themselves  to  feasting;  which 
feasts  and  drink-offerings  they  celebrated  by 
their  tribes,  and  their  families,  and  their  neigh- 
bourhoods, and  still  prayed  God  to  grant  that 
Vespasian,   bis  sons,  and  all  their  posterity, 
might  continue  in  the  Roman  government  for 
a  very  long  time,  and  that  his  dominion  might 
be  preserved  from  all  opposition.      And  that 
was  the  manner  in  which  Rome  so  joj fully 
received    Vespasian,    and    thence    grew    im- 
mediately into  a  state  cf  great  prosperity. 

2.  But  before  this  time,  and  while  Vespa- 
sian was  about  Alexandria,  and  Titus  was 
Iving  at  the  siege  of  Jerusalem,  a  great  multi- 
tude of  the  Germans  were  in  commotion,  and 
tended  to  rebellion;  and  as  the  Gauls  in  their 
neighbourhood  joined  with  them,  they  con- 
spired together,  and  had  thereby  great  hopes 
of  success,  and  that  they  should  free  them- 
selves from  the  dominion  of  the  Romans. 
The  motives  that  induced  the  Germans  to  this  j 
attempt  for  a  revolt,  and  for  beginning  the  I 
war.  were  these:— In  the  first  place,  the  nature 
[of  the  people],  which  was  destitute  of  just  I 
re  Ironings,  and  ready  to  throw  themseKes  | 
r;:-hlv  into  danger  upon  small  hopes:  in  the 
1.1  xt  place,  the  hatred  they  bore  to  those  that 
were  their  governors,  while  their  nation  had 
never  been  conscious  of  subjection  to  any  but 
to  the  Romans,  and  that  by  compulsion  only. 
Besides  these  motives,  it  was  the  opportunity 
that  now  offered  itself,  which  above  all  the 
rest  prevailed  with  them  so  to  dp;  for  when 
they  saw  the  Roman  government  in  a  great 
internal  disorder,  by  the  continual  changes  of 
its  rulers,  and  understood  t^at  every  part  of 
the  habitable  eerth  under  thetn  was  in  an  un. 


settled  and  tottering  eondition,  they  thought 
this  was  the  best  opportunity  that  could  afibrd 
itself  for  themselves  to  make  a  sedition,  wheii 
the  state  of  the  Romans  was  so  ill.    Clas^icus* 
also,  and  Vitellius,t  two  of  their  comroandersy 
puffed  them  op  with  such  hopes.     These  bad 
for  a  long  time  been  openly  desirous  of  sucb 
an  innovation,  and*  were  induced  by  the  pre- 
sent opportunity  to  venture  upon  the  decliaia« 
tion  of  their  sentiments;  the  multitude  wtis 
also  ready ;  and  when  these  men  told  them  of 
what  they  intended  to  attempt,  that  news  was 
gladly  received  by  them.      So  when  a  great 
part  of  the  Germans  had  agreed  to  rebel,  and 
the  rest  were  no  better  disposed,  VespasiaOf  ^ 
as  guided  by  divine  Providence,   sent  letter*' 
to  Petilius  Cerealis,  who  had  formerly   had"* 
the  command  of  Germany,  whereby  be  de- 
clared him  to  have  the  dignity  of  consul,  and 
commanded  him  to  take  upon  him  the  govern- 
ment of  Britain;  so  he  went  whither  be  was 
ordered  to  go,  and  when  he  was  informed  ol: 
the  revolt  of  the  Germans,  he  fell  upon  them' 
as  soon  as  they  were  gotten  together,  and  put 
his  array   in  battle-array,  and  slew  a  great 
multitude  of  them  in  the  fight,  and  forcfd'. 
them  to  leave  off  their  madness,  and  to  gro\T  ! 
wiser;   nay,  had  be  not  fallen  thus  suddenly 
upon  tbena  on  the  place,  it  bad  not  been  long 
ere  they  would  however  have  been  brought  to 
punishment;  far  as  soon  as  ever  the  news  of 
their  revolt  was  come  to  Rome,  and  Csesar^ 
Domitian  was  made  acquainted  with   it.  be 
made  no  delay  even  at  that  bis  age,  when  he 
was    exceeding    young,    but    undertook    this 
weighty  affair.     He  had  a  courageous  mind«^ 
from  his  father,  and  had  made  greater  improve-  . 
meiits  than  belonged  to  such  an  age:  nccord^^ 
ingly  he  marched  against  the  barbarians  im-. 
mediately;     whereupon    their    hearts    failed* 
them  at  the  rumour  of  his  approach,  and  they  h 
submitted  themselves  to  him  with  fear,  and  , 
tboughtitabappy  thing  that  they  were  brought  • 
under  their  old  yoke  again  without  suffering 
any  farther  ntischiefs.      Mhen  therefore  Do-.' 
mitian  had  settled  all  the  affairs  of  Gaul  ip 
sucb  good  order,  that  it  would  not  be  easily 
put  into  disorder  any  more,  he  returned  to 
Rome  with  honour  and  glory,  as  having  per-^^ 

t 

•  Ttii*  Cla«!inis,and  Cirrlis,  and  Cerralis,ftre  name* 
well  tn-wu  m  Tariiiis:  the  iwo  fonner  as  inoTinR  sedi- 
tion aeainut  iht-  Romans,  and  the  l^st  as  5«-Dt  to  repr»-s« 
t^ifii'   b>  Vespasian.  jrbI  as  tliey  are  here  de5»rrTbed  by 
Jo<w-;thii9:  wbU-b  is  ihe  rase  also  of  Fontetus  Aenppa  i 
and  Kubrins  i^allos.  in  sect.  3;  hot  as  to  tlie  Ter>-  &- ^ 
voorabte  account  presently   giren   of   DonJitinn.  parti*, 
rnlarlv  as  to  hisdesii>ns  in  Ihif  his  GaIHe  and  GermaiHC-*  * 
ezLpedition.  it  is  not  a  hitle  contrary  to  Ihal  in  Suetoiiia%  <, 
Vesp.  sect  7.     Nor  are  ihe  reasons  unobtious  that  n  ight 
occasion  Ihis  CTFat  diTersitv :   Domiiii'n  was  one  of  Jo 
!  sepbus's  rsr''ois,  and  when  he  publshed  ihefe  books  ol 
I  the  Jewish  war,  was  Ttry  jotiog.  and  had  hardly  be^Eon 
those  wicked  practices  which  rendered  bim  so  infamuut 
I  afterward:    while    Snelonios    seems  so    ba^e   been   too 
!  youre  ard   tto  low   in  life   to   recri?c  any  remarkahla 
I  favours  from  f.-m ;  as  Domitian  was  ceriaialy  Ter>  lewd 
and  croel.  aad  peoeraJly  hated,  when  Saeloniui  wr-ita 
about  him. 
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formed  such  exploits  ftt  were  above  bis  own 
age.  and  worthy  of  such  a  father. 

3.  At  the  very  same  time  with  the  fore- 
Dieiuioned  revolt  of  the  Gernaans,  did  the 
bold  attempt  of  the  Scythians  against  the 
Romans  occur ;  for  those  Scythians  who  are 
called  Saroiatians.  being-  a  very  numerous 
people,  transported  themselves  over  the 
Danube  into  Mysia,  without  being  perceived; 
after  which,  by  their  violence,  and  entirely 
unexpected  assault,  they  slew  a  great  niuiiy 
of  the  Romans  that  guarded  the  frontiers; 
and  as  the  consular  legate  Fotiteius  Agrippa 
came  to  meet  them,  and  fought  courageously 
against  them,  he  was  slain  by  them.  They 
then  overran  all  the  region  that  had  been 
Buhject  to  him,  tearing  and  rending  every 
thing  that  fell  in  their  way  ;  but  vvlien  Ves- 
pasian was  informed  uf  what  had  happened, 
and  how  Mysia  was  laid  waste,  he  setit  away 
Rubrius  Gallus  to  punish  these  Sarnmtiuns  ; 
by  whose  means  many  of  them  perished  in 
the  battles  he  fought  against  them,  and  that 
part  which  escaped  fled  with  fear  to  their 
own  country.  So  when  this  general  had  put 
an  end  to  the  war,  he  provided  for  the  future 
security  of  the  country  also;  for  he  placed 
more  and  more  numerous  garrisons  in  the 
place,  till  he  made  it  altogether  impossible  for 
the  barbarians  to  pass  over  the  river  any 
more ;  and  thus  had  this  war  in  Mysia  a  sad- 
den conclusion. 


CHAPTER  V. 

CONCERNISG  THE  SABBATIC  BIVER  WHICH  TI- 
TUS  SAW  AS  HK  WAS  JOURNEYING  THROUGH 
SYRIA;  AND  HOW  THE  PEOILE  OFANTI- 
OCH  CAME  WITH  A  PETITION  TO  Tn  L'S 
AGAINST  THE  JFWS.  BUT  WEKE  UEJECTED 
BY*     HIM  :     AS     ALSO     CONCERNING    TITUs's 

AND  Vespasian's  tuiumph. 

§  I.  Now  Titus  Caesar  tarried  some  time  at 
Jlerytus,  as  we  told  you  before.  He  thence 
removed,  and  exhibited  mughifieent  ^ho\\s  in 
all  those  cities  of  S)ria  through  whicli  he 
went,  and  made  use  of  the  captive  Jews  as 
public  instances  of  the  destruction  of  that  na- 
tion. He  then  saw  a  river  as  he  went  along, 
of  such  a  nature  as  deserves  to  be  recorded  in 
history;  it  runs  in  the  middle  between  Ar- 
cea,  belonging  to  Agrippa's  kingdom,  and 
Riiphanea.  It  hath  somewhat  ver\  peculiar 
in  it  ;  for  when  it  runs,  its  current  is  strong, 
and  has  plenty  of  water;  after  which  ils 
springs  fail  for  six  days  together,  and  leave 
its  channel  dry,  as  any  one  may  see;  after 
which  days  it  runs  on  the  seventh  dav  as  it 
did  before,  and  as  thouph-  it  had  undergone 
no  change  at  all  :  it  hath  al><>  been  observed 
to  keep  this  order  perpetually  und  exactly; 
whence  it  ia   that  tb^y  call  it  tbu   Sabbatic 


River,* — that  name  being  taken  from  the  sa- 
cred seventh  day  among  the  Jews. 

2.  liut  when  the  people  of  Antioch  were 
informed  that  Tilus  was  approaching,  they 
were  so  glad  at  it,  that  they  could  not  Veep 
within  their  walls,  but  basted  away  to  give 
him  the  meeting;  nay,  they  proceeded  as  far 
as  thirty  furlongs,  and  more,  with  that  inten- 
tion. These  were  not  the  men  only,  but  a 
multitude  of  women  also  with  their  children 
did  the  same;  and  when  they  saw  him  com- 
ing up  to  them,  they  stood  on  both  sides  of 
the  way,  and  stretched  out  their  right  hands, 
saluting  him,  and  making  all  sorts  of  accla- 
mations to  him,  and  turned  back  together 
with  him.  They  also  among  all  the  accla- 
mations they  made  to  him,  besought  him  all 
the  way  they  went,  to  eject  the  Jews  out  of 
their  city;  yet  did  not  Titus  at  all  >ield  to 
this  their  petition,  hut  gave  them  the  bare 
hearing  of  it  quietly.  However,  the  Jew8 
were  in  a  great  deal  of  terrible  fear,  under 
the  uncertainty  they  were  in  what  bis  opinion 
was,  and  what  he  would  do  to  them  ;  for  Ti- 
tus did  not  stay  at  Antioch,  but  continued  hid 
progress  immediately  to  Zeugma,  which  lies 
upon  the  Euphrates,  whither  came  to  him 
messengers  from  Vologeses,  king  of  Parthiu, 
and  brought  him  a  crown  of  gold  upon  the 
victory  he  had  pained  over  the  Jews;  which  he 
accepted  of,  and  feasted  the  king's  messen- 
gers, and  then  came  back  to  Antioch.  And 
when  the  senate  :ind  people  of  Antioch  ear- 
nestly entreated  him  to  come  upon  their  the- 
atre, where  their  whole  multitude  was  assem- 
bled, and  expected  him,  he  complied  with 
great  humanity  ;  but  when  they  pressed  him 
with  much  earnestness,  and  continually  beg- 
ged of  him,  that  he  would  eject  the  Jews  out 
of  their  city,  he  gave  them  this  very  pertinent 
answer  : — **  How  can  this  be  done,  since  that 
country  of  theirs,  whither  the  Jews  must  be 
obliged  then  to  retire,  is  destroyed,  and  no 
place  will  receive  them  besides?"  ^Vhe^e- 
flpon  the  people  of  Antioch,  when  they  had 
failed  of  success  in  tliis  their  first  request, 
made  him  a  second  ;  for  they  desired  that  he 
would  order  those  tables  of  brass  to  be  re- 
moved, on  which  the  Jews'  privileges  were 
engraven.  However,  Titus  would  not  grant 
that  neither,  but  permitted  the  Jews  of  An- 
tioch to  continue  to  enjoy  the  very  same  pri- 
vileges in  that  city  which  they  had  before, 
uTul  then  departed  for  Egypt;  and  as  he  came 
to  Jerusalem  in  his  progress,  and  compared 
the  melancholy  condition  he  saw  it  then  in, 

•  since  in  lliese  later  ntrcs  'his  Sabbatic  Hiver.  once 
so  rammiM.  winch,  by  Juseplnis's  acroiiiit  heiP,  ran  every 
•^e^eiitii  (las.  and  n-st-^d  unsi'i.biit  at-cordinp  to  PUny, 
Nat  UisI  xxxi  II.  ran  )i*Tpeiiially  on  six  Hays,  and 
f^lnl  (III  the  seventh  (ihoui:!)  it  no  way  ap)iear?i  by  ei- 
tliei  »>l  ibetr  accounts  that  ttie  ^e\pntb  day  ol  this  river 
uas  the  Jewish  seveiitli  day  <ir  Sabbath),  tsqiiile  vanish- 
ed. I  nhnll  add  no  rmre  ahoni  it:  only  see  I»r.  Ilndsnn^a 
lole.  In  Vart-nius's  (ieograpliy.  i.  17.  the  readrr  will 
ririd  sr\t-ral  insliincrHut  MU'h  pc-r)udic--l  'oiMitains  and 
rtvt-ra,  tln.iiBh  nnn--  ot  tlieir  p*Tii  ds  were  timt  uf  a  jui< 
we«  k,  ui  uf  old  tltiD  utipcaiH  in  liuve  beeii. 
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wi*h  the  ancient  glory  of  the  city,  and  called 
to  mind  the  greatness  of  its  present  ruins,  as 
wW  as  its  ancient  splefldor,  he  could  not  but 
pity  the  destruction  of  the  city, — so  far  was 
he  from  boasting  that  so  great  and  goodly  a 
city  as  that  was.  had  been  by  him  taken  by 
force ;  nay,  he  frequently  cursed  those  that 
had  been  the  authors  of  their  revolt,  and  had 
brought  such  a  puiiishmeiil  upon  the  city  ;  in- 
somuchthatitopenlyappeared  that  he  did  not 
desire  that  such  a  calamity  as  this  punishment 
of  theirs  amounted  to,  should  be  a  demonstra- 
tion of  his  courage.  Yet  was  there  no  small 
quantity  of  the  riches  that  had  been  in  that 
city  still  found  among  its  ruins,  a  great  deal 
of  which  the  Romans  dug  up;  but  the  greatest 
part  was  discovered  by  those  who  were  cap- 
tives, and  so  they  carried  it  away,  I  mean  the 
gold  and  the  silver,  and  the  rest  of  that  most 
precious  furniture  which  the  Jews  had,  and 
which  the  owners  had  treasured  np  under 
ground,  against  the  uncertain  fortunes  of  war. 
3.  So  Titus  took  the  journey  he  intended 
into  Egypt,  and  passed  over  the  desert  very 
siiddenlv,  and  came  to  Alexandria,  and  took 
up  a  resolution  to  go  to  Rome  by  sea.  And 
as  he  \va9  accompanied  by  two  legions,  he 
sent  each  of  them  again  to  the  places  whence 
thev  had  before  come  ;  the  fifth  he  sent  to 
Mvsia ;  and  the  fifteenth  to  Pannoiiia ;  as 
for  the  leaders  of  the  captives.  Simon  and 
John,  with  the  other  seven  hundred  men. 
whom  he  had  sele.-ted  out  of  the  rest  as  be- 
ing eminently  t.iU  and  handsome  of  body,  he 
gave  order  that  they  should  be  soon  carried 
to  Italy,  as  resolving  to  produce  them  in  his 
triumph.  So  when  he  had  had  a  prosperous 
voyage  to  his  mind,  the  city  of  Rome  behaved 
itself  in  his  reception,  and  their  meeting 
him  at  a  distance,  as  it  did  in  the  case  of  his 
father.  But  what  made  the  most  splendid 
appearance  in  Titus's  opinion  wa.s,  when  his 
father  met  him,  and  received  him  ;  but  still 
the  multitude  of  the  citizens  conceived  the 
greatest  joy  when  they  saw  them  all  three 
together.*  as  they  did  at  this  tiiue  :  nor  were 
many  days  overpast  when  they  determined  to 
have  hut  one  triumph,  that  should  he  common 
to  both  of  them,  on  account  of  the  glorious 
exploits  they  had  performed,  although  the 
senate  had  decreed  each  of  them  a  separate 
triumph  by  himself.  So  when  notice  had  been 
given  beforehand  of  the  day  appointed  for 
this  pompous  solemnity  to  be  made,  on  ao- 
couut  of  their  victories,  not  one  of  the  im- 
mense multitude  was  left  m  the  city,  but 
everybodv  went  out  so  far  as  to  gain  only  a 
station  where  they  might  stand,  and  lett  only 
such  a  passage  as  ass  neiessary  for  those 
that  were  to  be  seen  to  go  along  it. 

4.  Now  all  the  soldiery  uiaribed  out  be- 
forehand bv  companies,  :iud  in  their  several 
ranks,  under  their  several  commanr.eis,  in  the 

•  TMpaaiaa  and  Uia  two  ioti*.  'I  !tus  and  l>oraitr*ll. 


night-time,  and  were  aboot  the  gates,  rot  of 
the  upper  palaces,  but  those  rear  the  temple 
of  Isis;  for  there  it  was  that  the  emperors 
had  rested  the  foregoing  night.  And  as  soon 
as  ever  it  was  day,  Vespasian  and  Titus  came 
out  crowned  with  laurel,  and  clothed  in  those 
ancient  purple  habits  which  were  proper  to 
their  family,  and  then  went  as  far  as  Octa. 
vian's  Walks  ;  for  there  it  was  that  the  se- 
nate, and  the  principal  rulers,  and  those  that 
had  been  recorded  as  of  the  equestrian  order, 
waited  for  them.  Now  a  tribunal  had  been 
erected  before  the  cloisters,  and  ivory  chairf 
had  been  set  upon  it,  when  they  came  and 
sat  down  upon  them.  Whereupon  the  sol- 
diery made  an  acclamation  of  joy  to  them 
immediately,  and  all  gave  them  attestations 
of  their  valour;  while  they  were  themselves 
without  their  arms,  and  only  in  their  silken 
garments,  and  crowned  with  laurel :  then 
Vespasian  accepted  of  these  shouts  of  theirs  ; 
but  while  they  were  still  disposed  to  go  on  in 
such  acclamations,  be  gave  tbein  a  signal  of  >i- 
lence.  And  when  every  body  entirely  held  their 
peace,  he  stood  np.  and  covering  the  greatest 
part  of  his  head  with  his  cloak,  he  put  up  ih» 
accustomed  solemn  prayers  ;  the  like  prav  era 
did  Titus  put  up  also;  after  which  pra\er4 
Vespa'iian  made  a  short  speech  to  all  the  peo- 
ple, and  then  sent  away  the  soldiers  to  a  din- 
ner prepared  for  them  by  the  emperors. — 
Then  did  he  retire  to  that  gate  which  was 
called  the  Gate  of  the  Pomp,  because  pom- 
pous shows  do  always  go  through  that  gate; 
there  it  was  that  they  tasted  some  food,  and 
when  they  had  put  on  their  triumphal  gar- 
ments, and  had  offtred  sacrifices  to  the  gods 
that  were  placed  at  the  gate,  they  sent  the 
triumph  forward,  and  marched  through  the 
theatres,  that  they  might  be  the  mere  easily 
seen  bv  the  multitude. 

5.  Now  it  is  impossible  to  describe  the 
multitude  of  the  shows  as  they  deserve,  and 
the  magnificence  of  them  all  ;  such  indeed  as 
a  man  could  not  easily  think  of  as  performed 
either  bv  the  labour  of  woikmen,  or  the  va- 
rietv  of  ricbes,  or  the  tarities  of  nature  ;  for 
almost  all  such  curiosities  as  the  most  happy 
men  ever  get  by  piece-meal  were  here  heaped 
one  upon  another,  and  those  both  admirable 
and  costlv  in  their  nature;  and  all  brought 
together  on  that  day,  demonstrated  the  vastness 
of  the  dominions  of  the  Romans;  for  there 
was  here  to  be  seen  a  mighty  quantity  of  sil- 
ver, and  gold,  and  ivory.  contri\ed  into  all  sorts 
of  things,  and  did  nirt  appear  as  carried  along 
in  pompous  show  only,  hut,  as  a  man  may  say, 
running  along  like  a  river.  Some  parts  were 
composed  of  the  rarest  purple  hangings,  and 
so  carried  along  ;  and  others  accurately  re- 
'  presented  to  the  life  w  hat  was  eitibroidered  by 
the  arts  of  ihe  Bab>loniaiis.  There  were  al?o 
precious  stones  that  were  transparent,  some 
;  set  in  crortiisofgold.and  some  in  o'her  oucdes, 
'  as  the  workmen   pleasad  ;    and  of  ttete  J(t:A 
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a  vast  number  were  brought,  tbat  we  could 
nos  but  tbence  learn  how  vainly  we  imaeined 
any  of  tbera  to  be  rarities.  The  images  of 
the  gOiU  were  also  carried,  being  as  well 
wLMiderftil  for  their  largeness,  as  made  very 
artiHcially,  and  with  great  skill  of  the  work- 
men ;  nor  were  any  of  these  images  of  any 
other  than  very  costly  materials ;  and  many 
species  of  animals  were  brought,  every  one  in 
their  oun  natural  ornaments.  The  men  also 
who  brought  every  one  of  these  shows  were 
great  multitudes,  and  adorned  with  purple 
gnrments,  all  over  interwoven  with  gold;  thoj-e 
that  were  chosen  for  carrying  these  pompous 
shows,  having  also  about  them  such  magniti- 
cent  ornaments  as  were  both  extraordinary 
and  surprising.  Besides  these,  one  might  see 
that  even  the  great  number  ofthecapdves 
wns  not  unadorned,  while  the  variety  that  was 
in  their  garments,  and  their  fine  texture,  con- 
cealed from  the  si^ht  the  deformity  of  their 
bodies.  But  what  afforded  the  greatest  sur- 
prise of  all,  was  the  structure  of  the  pageants 
that  were  borne  along;  for  indeed  he  that 
met  them  could  not  but  be  afraid  that  the 
bearers  would  not  be  able  firmly  enough  to 
support  them,  such  was  their  magnitude;  for 
many  of  them  were  so  made,  that  they  were 
on  three  or  even  four  stories,  one  above  ano- 
ther. The  m.ignificence  also  of  their  struc- 
ture afforded  one  both  pleasure  and  surprise; 
fnrupon  many  of  them  were  laid  earpetsof  gold. 
There  was  also  wrought  gold  and  ivory  fas- 
tened about  them  all ;  and  many  resemblances 
of  the  war,  and  those  in  several  ways,  and 
variety  of  contrivances,  affordingamost  lively 
portraiture  of  itself ;  for  there  wtis  to  be  seen 
a  happy  country  laid  waste,  and  entire  squad- 
rons of  enemies  slain  ;  while  some  of  them  ran 
away,  and  some  were  carried  into  captivity ; 
with  walls  of  great  altitude  and  magnitude 
overthrown,  and  ruined  by  machines;  with 
the  strongest  fortifications  taken,  and  the  utiIIs 
of  most  populous  cities  upon  the  tops  of  hills 
seized  on,  and  an  army  pouring  itself  within 
the  walls;  as  also  every  place  full  of  slaughter, 
and  supplications  of  the  enemies,  when  they 
were  no  longer  able  to  lift  up  their  hands  in 
way  of  opposition.  Fire  also  seiit  upon  temples 
was  here  represented,  and  houses  overthrown 
and  falling  upon  their  owners:  rivers  also, 
after  they  came  out  of  a  large  and  melancholv 
desert,  ran  down,  not  into  a  land  cultivated, 
nor  as  drink  for  men,  or  for  cattle,  but  through 
a  land  stiM  on  fire  upon  every  side ;  for  the 
Jews  related  that  such  a  thing  they  had  un- 
dergone during  this  war.  Now  the  work- 
manship of  these  representations  was  so  mag- 
nificent and  lively  in  the  construction  of  the 
things,  that  it  exhibited  what  had  been  done 
t'~  such  as  did  not  see  it,  as  if  they  bad  been 
there  really  present.  On  the  top  of  every 
ore  cf  these  pageants  was  placed  the  com- 
mander of  the  city  that  was  taken,  and  the 
macner   wherein  be  was  taken.      Moreover, 


there  followed  these  pageants  a  great  number 
of  ships;  and  fur  the  other  spoils,  they  were 
carried  in  great  plenty.  But  for  those  that 
were  taken  in  the  temple  of  Jerusalem,*  they 
made  the  greatest  figure  uf  them  all ;  that  ia 
the  golden  table  of  the  weight  of  many  ta- 
lents ;  the  candlestick  also,  that  was  made 
of  gold,  though  its  construction  were  now 
changed  from  that  which  we  made  use  of: 
for  its  middle  shaft  was  fixed  upon  a  basis, 
and  the  small  branches  were  produced  out 
of  it  to  a  great  length,  having  the  likeness  of 
a  trident  in  tiicir  position,  and  had  every  one 
a  socket  made  of  brass  for  a  lamp  at  the  tops 
of  them.  These  lamps  were  in  number  seven, 
and  represented  the  dignity  of  the  number  se* 
ven  among  the  Jew?  ;  and  the  last  of  all  the 
spoils,  was  carried  the  Law  of  the  Jews.  After 
these  spoils  passed  by  a  great  many  men,  car- 
rying the  images  of  Victory,  whose  structure 
was  entirely  either  of  ivory,  or  of  gold.  Af- 
ter which  Vespasian  marched  in  the  first  place, 
and  Titus  followed  him  ;  Domitiau  also  rode 
along  with  them,  and  made  a  glorious  appear- 
ance, and  rode  on  a  horse  that  was  worthy  of 
admiration. 

6.   Xow  the  last  part  of  this  pompous  show 
was   at   the   temple   of  Jupiter   Capitolinus, 
whither  when   they  were   come,  they  stood 
still;  for  it  was  the  Romans' ancient  custom 
;  to  stay  tiit  somebody  brought  the  new9  that 
the  general  of  the   enemy  was  sslain.     This 
genera,  was  Simon,  the  son  of  Gioras,  who 
had  then    been    led  in  this    triumph    among 
the  captives;  a  rope  had  also  been  put  upon 
his  head,  and  he  had  been  drawn  into  a  pro- 
I  per  place  in  the  forum,  and  bad  withal  been 
I  tormented  by  those  that  drew  him  along;  and 
I  the  law  of  the  Romans  required,  that  male- 
I  factors  condemned  to  die  should  be  slain  there. 
I  Accordingly,  when  it  was  related  that  there 
I  was  an  end  of  him,  and  all  the  people  had  set 
■  up  a  shout  for  joy,  they  then  began  to  offer 
those  sacrifices  which  they  had  consecrated, 
in  the  prayers  used  in  such  solemnities  ;  which 
«hen  they  had  finished,  they  went  away  to 
the  palace.      And  as  for  some  of  the  specta- 
tors, the  emperors  entertained  them  at  their 
own  feast;   and  for  all  the  rest  there   were 
noble    preparations    made    for  their   feasting 
at  home  :    for  this  was  a  festival-day  to  the 
city  of  Rome,  as  celebrated  for  the  victory 
obtained  by  their  army  over  their  enemies, 

•  Se*  the  repreFentatioCi  t>f  these  Jewish  Teawls  u 
they  still  stand  on  Titus's  triumphal  arch  at  Rome,  in 
Heiand'!  ven' curious  book  rf<  Spoiiis  Templi,  tUrouch- 
out.  lint  what  thinE;s  are  chiefly  to  be  noted  are  these. 
(!  )  That  Jnsephus  savs.  the  candlestick  here  carried  in 
th'9  triumph  was  not  f^orou^hly  like  that  which  waf 
used  in  the  temple,  which  appears  in  the  number  of  the 
little  knobs  and  flowers  in  that  on  the  triumphal  aroh, 
not  well  aereein^  with  Moses's  description.  I-lxod.  xn'. 
31 — 3ii.  (a  )  The  smallnesa  of  the  branches  in  Jose* 
phiis.  r^mpared  with  the  thictcness  of  those  on  that  &7ch 
(3.)  Th:it  the  Law  or  Pentateuch  does  not  api)^!^  c^ 
th.it  arch  at  all.  though  Josephus.  an  eve-witow^ 
assures  us  that  it  was  carried  in  this  p^oce^9ioIl.  aU 
\\  hicb  tbiogs  deserve  the  consideration  of  tbe  loquisitive 
reader. 
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for  the  end  that  was  now  put  to  their  civil 
miseries  and  for  the  commencement  of  their 
hopes  of  future  prosperity  and  happiness. 

7.  After  these  triumphs  were  over,  and 
after  the  aff.tirs  of  the  Romans  were  settled 
on  the  surest  foundations,  Vespasian  resolved 
to  build  a  temple  to  Peace,  which  he  finished 
in  so  short  a  time,  and  in  so  glorious  a  man- 
ner, as  was  beyond  all  human  expectation  aiTd 
opinion :  for  he  having  now  by  Providence  a 
vast  quantity  of  wealth,  besides  what  he  bad 
formerly  gained  in  his  other  exploits,  he  had 
this  temple  adorned  with  pictures  and  statues ; 
for  in  this  temple  were  collected  and  deposit- 
ed all  such  rarities  as  men  aforetime  used  to 
wander  all  over  the  habitable  world  to  see, 
when  they  had  a  desire  to  see  them  one  after 
another:  he  also  laid  up  therein,  as  ensigns 
of  his  glory,  those  golden  vessels  and  instru- 
ments that  were  taken  out  of  the  Jewish  tem- 
ple. But  still  he  gave  order  that  they  should 
lay  up  their  law,  and  the  purple  veils  of  the 
holy  place,  in  the  royal  palace  itself,  aod  keep 
them  there. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

CONCEBNING  THE  CITY  CALLED  MACHERUS  ; 
AND  HOW  LUCILIUS  BASSUS  TOOK  THE  CITA- 
DEL, AND  OTHER  PLACES. 

§  1.  Now  Lucilius  Bassus  was  sent  as  legate 
into  Judea,  and  there  he  received  the  army 
from  Cerealis  Vitellius,  and  took  that  cita- 
del which  was  in  Herodium,  together  with 
the  garrison  that  was  in  it ;  after  which  he  got 
together  all  the  soldiery  that  was  there  (which 
was  a  large  body,  but  dispersed  into  several 
parties),  with  the  tenth  legion,  and  resolved 
to  make  war  upon  Macherus  ;  for  it  was  high- 
ly necessary  that  this  citadel  should  be  demo- 
lished, lest  it  might  be  a  means  of  drawing 
away  many  into  a  rebellion,  by  reason  of  its 
strength  ;  for  the  nature  of  the  place  was  very 
capable  of  afi'ording  the  surest  hopes  of  safety 
to  those  that  possessed  it,  as  well  as  delay  and 
fear  to  those  that  should  attack  it ;  for  what 
was  walled  in  was  itself  a  very  rocky  bill. 
elevated  to  a  very  great  height ;  which  cir- 
cumstance alone  made  it  very  hard  to  be  sub- 
dued. It  was  also  so  contrived  by  nature, 
that  it  could  not  be  easily  ascended;  for  it  is, 
as  it  were,  ditched  about  with  such  valleys  on 
all  sides,  and  to  such  a  depth  that  the  eye 
cannot  reach  their  bottoms,  and  such  as  are 
■not  easily  to  be  passed  over,  and  even  such  as 
it  is  impossible  to  fill  up  with  earth ;  for  that 
valley  which  cuts  it  on  the  west,  extends  to 
threescore  furlongs,  and  did  not  end  till  it 
came  to  the  lake  Asphaltitls;  on  the  same 
eide  it  wa*  aUo  that  Macherus  bad  the  tallest 
top  of  its  hill  elevated  above  the  rest.  But 
then  for  the  valleys  that  lay  on  the  north  and 
south  sides,  although  they  are  not  so  large  as 


that  already  described,  yet  is  it  in  like  man- 
ner an  impracticable  thing  to  think  of  getting 
over  them ;  and  for  the  valley  that  lies  on  the 
east  side,  its  depth  is  found  to  be  no  less  than 
a  hundred  cubits.  It  extends  as  far  as  a  moun- 
tain that  lies  over  against  Macherus  with 
which  it  is  bounded. 

2.  Now  when  Alexander  [Janneus],  the 
king  of  the  Jews,  observed  the  nature  of  this 
place,  he  was  the  first  who  built  a  ciladel 
here,  which  afterwards  was  demolished  by 
Gabinius,  when  he  made  war  against  Aristo- 
bulus;  but  when  Herod  came  to  be  king,  be 
thought  the  place  to  be  worthy  of  the  utmost 
regard,  and  of  being  built  upon  in  the  firmest 
manner,  and  this  especially  because  it  lay  so 
near  to  Arabia ;  for  it  is  seated  in  a  conve- 
nient place  on  that  accoutit,  and  hath  a  pro- 
spect toward  that  country ;  he  therefore  sur- 
rounded a  large  space  of  ground  with  walls 
and  towers,  and  built  a  city  there,  out  of 
which  city  there  was  a  way  that  led  up  to  the 
very  citadel  itself  on  the  top  of  the  mountain ; 
nay,  more  than  this,  be  built  a  wall  round 
that  top  of  the  bill,  and  erected  towers  at  the 
corners,  of  a  hundred  and  sixty  cubits  high; 
in  the  middle  of  which  place  he  built  a  pa- 
lace, after  a  magnificent  manner,  wherein 
were  large  and  beautiful  edifices.  lie  also 
made  a  great  many  reservoirs  for  the  recep- 
tion of  water,  that  there  might  be  plenty  of 
it  ready  for  all  uses,  and  tho^e  in  the  proper- 
est  places  that  were  afforded  him  there. — 
Thus  did  he,  as  it  were,  contend  with  the 
nature  of  the  place,  that  he  might  exceed  its 
natural  strength  and  security  (which  yet  itself 
rendered  it  hard  to  be  taken)  by  those  forti- 
fications which  were  made  by  the  bands  of 
men.  Moreover,  he  put  a  large  quantity 
of  darts  and  other  machines  of  war  into  it, 
and  contrived  to  get  every  thing  thither  that 
might  any  way  contribute  to  its  inhabitants 
security,  under  the  longest  siege  possible. 

3.  Now  within  this  place  there  grew  a  sort 
of  rue,*  that  deserves  our  wonder  on  account 
of  its  largeness,  for  it  was  no  way  inferior  to 
any  fig-tree  whatsoever,  either  in  height  or 
in  thickness;  and  the  report  is,  that  it  bad 
lasted  ever  since  the  times  of  Herod,  and 
would  probably  have  lasted  much  longer,  bad 
it  not  been  cut  down  by  those  Jewa  who 
took  possession  of  the  place  afterward:  but 
still  in  that  valley  which  encompasses  the 
city  on  the  north  side,  there  is  a  certain  place 
called  Baaras,  which  produces  a  root  of  the 
same  name  with  itself  ;f  its  colour  is  like  to  that 


•  Spanheim  observes  here,  that  in  Grecia  Major  and 
Sicily  tncy  had  rue  prodigiously  great  and  diUAble.  lite 
this  rue  at  M:t(:henjs. 

+  1  his  Blrarii;f  acronnt  of  the  place  and  rooi  Baaras, 
s»-fmsIohz\e  been  taken  from  the  mae'ciau,  and  the 
root  to  have  be*-n  made  uie  of  in  the  days  ol  Joftep.'.na, 
in  that  suptrs^lilioiis  way  of  casting  out  driMuns,  sup- 
posrd  by  him  to  have  been  deriTt-d  from  king  Solomon; 
of  uhifli  we  have  already  seen  he  had  a  great  opinion, 
Auliq.  b.  Tiii.   ch.  u  5ecL  £.      We  alw  may  ItMXD  Uw 
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of  flame,  and  towards  the  evening  it  sends 
out  a  certain  ray  like  lightning:  it  is  not  easily 
taken  by  such  as  would  do  it,  but  recedes 
from  their  hands,  nor  will  yield  itself  to  be 
taken  quietly,  until  either  the  urine  of  a  wo- 
man, or  her  menstrual  blood,  be  poured  upon 
it;  nay,  even  then  it  is  certain  death  to  those 
that  touch  it,  unless  any  one  take  and  hang 
the  root  itself  do«Ti  from  his  hand,  and  so 
carry  it  away.      It  may  also  be  taken  another 
May,  without  danger,  which  is  this:  they  dig  a 
treiich  quite  round  about  it,  till  the  hidden 
part  of  the  root  be  very  small,  they  then  tie  a 
dog  to  it,  and  when  the  dog  tries  hard  to  fol- 
low him  that  tied  him,  this    root    is  easily 
plucked  up,  but  the  dog  dies  immediately,  as 
if  it  were  instead  of  the  man  that  would  take 
the  plant  away;  nor  after  this  need  any  one 
lie    afraid  of    taking    it    into    their     hands. 
Tet,  after  all  this  pains  in  getting,  it  is  only 
valuable  on    account  of  one  virtue  it  hath, 
thai  if  it  be  only  brought  to  sick  persons,  it 
quicklv  drives    away  those    called  Demons, 
which  are  no  other  than  the   spirits  of  the 
wicked,  that  enter  into  men  that  are  alive  and 
kill  them,  unless  they  can  obtain  some  help 
against    them.        Here  are  also  fountains  of 
hot  water,  that  flow  out  of  this  place,  which 
have  a  very  different  taste  one  from  the  other; 
for  some  of  them  are  bitter,  and  others  of 
them  are  plainly  sweet.     Here  are  also  many 
■  eruptions  of  cold  waters,  and  this  not  only  in 
the  pkces  that  lie  lower,  and  have  their  foun- 
tains near  one  another,  but,  what  is  still  more 
wonderful,  here  is  to  be  seen  a  certain  cave 
hard  by,  whose  cavity  is  not  deep,  but  it  is 
covered   over  by  a  rock  that  is  prominent: 
above  this  rock  there  stand  up  two  [hills  or] 
breasts,  as  it   were,  but  a  little  distant  one 
from  another,  the  one  of  which  sends  out   a 
fountain  that  is  very  cold,  and  the  other  sends 
out  one  that  is  very  hot;  which  waters,  when 
they  are  mingled  together,  compose  a  roost 
pleasant  bath;   they  are  medicinal  indeed  for 
ether     maladies,     but    especially    pood    for 
strengthening  the  nerves.     This  place  has  in 
it  also  mines  of  sulphur  and  alum. 

4.  Now  when  Bassus  had  taken  a  full  view 
of  this  place,  be  resolved  to  besiege  it  by  fill- 
ing up  the  valley  that  lay  on  the  east  side  ;  so 
he  fell  hard  to  work,  and  took  great  pains  to 
raise  his  banks  as  soon  as  possible,  and  by  that 
means  lo  render  the  siege  easy.  As  for  the 
Jews  that  were  caught  in  this  place,  they 
separated  themselves  from  the  strangers  that 


provide  for  their  own  safety.     They  also  sup- 
posed they  might  obtain  their  pardon,  in  case 
they    should  at    last    surrender   the    citadel. 
However,  they  were  willing  to  make  trial,  ir 
the  first  place,  whether  the  hopes  they  bad  of 
avoiding  a  siege  would  come  to  any  thing; 
with  which  intention  they  made  sallies  every 
day,  and  fought  with  those  that  met  them; 
in  which  conflicts  they  were  many  of  them 
slain,  as  they  therein  slew  many  of  the  llo- 
mans;  but  still  it  was  the  opportunities  that 
presented  themselves  which  chiefly  gained  both 
sides  their  victories;  these  were  gained  by  the 
Jevvs,  when  they  fell  upon  the  Romans  as  they 
were  off  their  guard;   but  by  the   Romans, 
when,  upon  the  others'  sallies  against  their 
banks,  they  foresaw  their  coming,  and  were 
upon  their  guard  when  they  received  them; 
but  the  conclusion  of  this  siege  did  not  de- 
pend upon  these  bickerings,  but  a  certain  sur- 
prising accident,  relating  to  what  was  done  in 
this  siege,  forced  the  Jews  to  surrender  the 
citadel.      There  was    a   certain    young    man 
among  the  besieged,  of  great  boldness,  and 
very  active  of  bis  hand,  his  name  was  Eleazar; 
he  greatly  signalized  himself  in  those  sallies, 
and  encouraged  the  Jews  to  go  out  in  great 
numbers,  in  order  to  hinder  the  raising  of  the 
banks,  and  did  the  Romans  a  vast  deal  of  mis- 
chief when  they  came  to  fighting:  he  so  man- 
aged matters,  that  those  who  sallied  out,  made 
their  attacks  easily,  and  returned  back  without 
danger,  and  this  by  still  bringing  up  the  rear 
himself.     Now  it  happened,  that  on  a  cer- 
tain time  when  the  fight  was  over,  and  both 
sides  were  parted,  and  retired  home,  he,  in 
way  of  contempt  of  the  enemy,  and  thinking 
that  none  of  them  would  begin  the  fight  again 
at  that  time,  staid  without  the  gates,  and  talked 
with  those  that  were  upon  the  wall,  and  his 
mind  was  wholly  intent  upon  what  they  said. 
Now  a  certain  person  belonging  to  the  Roman 
camp,  whose  name  was  Rufus,  by  birth  an 
Egyptian,  ran  upon  him  suddenly,  when  no- 
body expected  such  a  thing,  and  carried  him 
off,    with    his    armour  itself;    while,  in  the 
mean  time,  (hose  that  saw  it  from  the  wall 
were  under  such  an  amazement,  that  Rufus 
prevented  their  assistance,  and  carried  Eleazar 
to  the  Roman  camp.     So  the  general  of  the 
Romans  ordered  that  he  should  be  taken  up 
naked,  set  before  the  city  to  be  seen,  and  sore- 
ly whipped  before  their  eyes.     Upon  this  sad 
accident  that  befel  the  young  man,  the  Jews 
were  terribly  confounded,  and  the  city,  with 


were  «itb  them,  and  they  forced  those  stran- j  one    voice,    sorely    lamented    him,    and   the 

mourning  proved  greater  than  could  well  be 
supposed  upon  the  calamity  of  a  single  person. 
When  Bassus  perceived  that,  he  began  to 
think  of  using  a  stratagem  against  the  enemy, 
and  was  <lesirou6  to  aggravate  their  grief,  in 
order  to  prevail  with  them  to  surrender  the 
city  for  the  preservation  of  that  man.  Nor 
did  he  fail  of  his  hope;  for  he  commanded 
them  to  set  up  a  cross,  as  if  he  were  }U5t  ge- 


gers,  as  an  otherwise  useless  multitude,  to 
stay  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city,  and  undergo 
the  principal  dangers,  while  they  themselves 
seized  on  the  upper  citadel,  ami  held  it,  and 
this  both  on  account  of  its  strength,  and  to 

tuM  notion  Jo?**phiif  had  of  drmons  and  demnniaci,  tx- 
actl>  like  that  of  the  Jewi  and  Chrislians  in  the  New 
T«l»in.*nt.  and  the  first  foor  rentiinea.  See  Aotiq.  b.vi- 
•b   vUi  tect  2;  b.  si.  ch.  ii-  iccL^ 
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fn^  to  ban^  Kleszar  upon  it  iniixiediately: 
the  sight  of  this  occasioned  a  sore  grief  among- 
those  that  were  in  the  citadel,  and  they  groaned 
vehemently,  and  cried  out  that  they  could 
not  bear  to  see  him  thus  destroyed.  Where- 
upon Eleazar  besought  them  not  to  disregard 
him,  DOW  he  wss  going  to  suffer  a  most  miser- 
able death,  and  exhorted  them  to  save  them- 
selves, by  yielding  to  the  Roman  power  and 
good  fortune,  since  all  oiber  people  were 
now  conquered  by  them.  These  men  were 
^eatly  moved  with  what  he  said,  there  being 
also  many  within  the  city  that  interceded  for 
him,  because  he  was  of  an  eminent  and  very 
numerous  family :  so  they  now  yielded  to  their 
passion  of  commiseration,  contrary  to  their 
usual  custom.  Accordingly  they  sent  out 
immediately  certain  messengers,  and  treated 
with  the  Romans,  in  order  to  a  surrender  of 
the  citadel  to  them,  and  desired  that  they 
rright  be  permitted  to  go  away,  and  take 
Eleazar  along  with  them.  Then  did  the  Ro- 
mans and  their  general  accept  of  these  terms ; 
while  the  multitude  of  strangers  that  were  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  city,  bearing  of  the 
agreement  that  was  made  by  the  Jews  for 
themselves  alone,  were  resolved  to  flv  awav 
privately,  in  the  night  time;  but  as  soon  as 
they  had  opened  their  gates,- tho»e  that  had 
come  to  terms  with  Ba^sus  told  him  of  it; 
whether  it  were  that  they  envied  the  others' 
deliverance,  or  whether  it  were  done  out  of 
fear,  lest  an  occasion  should  be  taken  against 
ibem  upon  their  escape,  is  uncertain.  The 
most  courageous,  therefore,  cf  those  men  that 
went  out  prevented  the  enemy,  and  got  away, 
and  fled  for  it;  but  for  those  men  that  v\ere  ; 
caught  within,  they  were  slain,  to  the  num- 
ber of  one  thousand  seven  hundred,  as  were 
the  women  and  the  children  made  slaves:  but 
as  Bassus  thought  he  roust  perform  the  cove- 
nant he  had  made  with  those  that  had  surren. 
dered  the  citadel,  be  let  them  go,  and  restored 
Eleazar  to  them. 

5.  "When  Bassus  had  settled  these  aflbirs, 
he  marched  b:t.^tily  to  the  forest  of  Jarden,  as 
it  is  called;  for  he  had  heard  that  a  great 
many  of  those  that  had  fled  from  Jerasalem 
and  Macherus  formerly,  were  there  gotten 
together.  When  he  was  therefore  come  to 
the  place,  and  understood  that  the  former 
news  was  no  mistake,  he,  in  the  first  place, 
surrounded  the  whole  place  with  his  borse> 
men,  that  sucb  of  the  Je\>s  as  had  boldness 
ei'ough  to  try  to  break  through,  might  have 
no  way  possible  for  escaping,  by  reason  of 
the  situation  of  these  horsemen;  and  for  the 
tootmen,  he  ordered  them  to  cut  down  the 
trees  that  were  in  the  wood  whither  they  were 
lied.  So  the  Jews  were  under  a  necessity  of 
performing  some  glorious  exploit,  and  of 
greatly  exposing  themselves  iu  a  battle,  since 
tney  might  perhaps  thereby  escape.  So  they 
made  a  general  attack,  and  with  a  great  shout 
iell  upon  those  that  surrounded  them,  who 


recpived  them  with  great  courage;  and  ms 
i  while  the  one  side  fought  desperately,  and 
1  the  others  would  not  yield,  the  tight  was  pro- 
( longed  on  that  account.  But  the  event  of 
[the  battle  did  not  answer  the  expectation  ot 
the  assailants;  for  so  it  happened,  that  n« 
more  than  twelve  fell  on  the  Roman  side, 
with  a  few  that  were  wounded;  but  not  one 
ot  the  Jews  escaped  out  of  this  battle,  foi 
they  were  all  killed,  being  in  the  whole  not 
fewer  in  number  than  three  thousand,  toge- 
ther with  Judas,  the  son  of  Jairus,  their  gene- 
ral; concerning  whom  we  have  before  spoken, 
that  he  had  been  captain  of  a  certain  band  at 
the  siege  of  Jerusalem,  and  by  going  down 
into  a  certain  vault  under  grouud,  had  pri- 
vately made  his  escape. 

6.  About  the  same  time  it  was  that  Cxsu 
sent  a  letter  to  Bas^sus,  and  to  Liherius  Slax- 
imus,  who  was  the  procurator  [of  Judeal, 
and  gave  order  that  all  Jndea  should  he  ex- 
posed to  sale;  *  for  he  did  not  found  any 
city  there,  but  reserved  the  country-  for  him- 
self. However,  he  assigned  a  place  for  eight 
hundred  men  only,  whom  he  had  dismissed 
from  his  army,  which  he  gave  them  for  their 
habitation;  it  is  called  Emmaus,'^  and  is  dis- 
tant from  Jerusalem  threescore  furlongs.  He 
aUo  laid  a  tribute  upon  the  Jews  wheresoever 
they  were,  and  enjoined  every  one  of  them  to 
bring  two  drachmae  every  year  into  the 
Capitol,  as  they  u^ed  to  pay  the  same  to  the 
temple  at  Jerusalem.  And  this  Has  the  statA 
of  the  Jewiiih  a&irs  at  this  time* 


CHAPTER  Vn. 

CONCERNING     THE     CALAMITY     THAT    XEFEl. 
ANTICCHCS,      KING     OF      COMMACENE.  AS 

ALSO  CONCEBMNG  THE  ALANS,  AND  WHAT 
GREAT  SJISCHltFS  THEY  DID  TO  THE  UXDES 
AND  ARMENIANS. 

§  1.  And  now,  in  the  Ibtirth  year  of  the 
reign  of  Vespasian,  it  came  to  pass  that  An- 
tiochus,  the  king  of  Commagene,  with  all  his 

*  It  is  T^r^  rnnarkablr  Ibat  Tiina  did  not  people  tfaia 
now  desolate  couoU)  ol  Jtidea,  bat  ordered  it  to  be  all 
so'd;  nor  ladeed  i^  it  properly  peopled  at  this  dav.  but 
lies  Tt-ad>  for  its  old  iobabitaDts  the  Jews,  at  their  fulor* 
resioraiion.  See  Lileial  Accomplisbaentaf  Pxopbecies, 
jiace  77. 

*  That  Ibe  city  EniHians,  or  Ammaus.  in  Josephofl 
and  oUiers.  whicb  was  the  place  of  tlie  fovtmweat  of 
Julius  Africarus,  io  IbebeginDiog  of  the  third  ceDtort, 
ard  u  hirh  he  theo  prtieured  to  be  rtheilt  and  after  which 
n-buildipc  '»  w»s  ralt^-d  Nicopohs.  n  enireli  diderral 
fivoi  that  Eroniaus  wliirh  is  BteolieDed  by^L  Luke 
(xxir.  J3],s<e  Rt-land's  Fal^slina,  lib.  ii.  pace  A-:%  and 
under  the  namt-  Atrin385  also.  But  be  jmsHt  IhJDla 
that  that  in  St  Lake  nay  urll  be  tbe  saire  wjib  tbia 
An.matis  before  us,  espec>all>  since  the  tirerk  copies 
he  e  usually  jnakf  it  8(Si>  fnrlorcs  distant  Iroin  Jcrnsa- 
feni,  ass  does  >L  Luke.  thoi,gh  the  Latin  copi<-!«  say  only 
Itiiriy.  The  place  also  alJoltM  for  tbe«  WO  aptdivn, 
a&  for  a  Romao  garrison.  iB  tfats  ptare.  would  mo^%  d». 
turajl)'  Dot  be  so  remote  froa  icnuaktt  a*  wa«  Ite 
otber  £auDaua,  or  N  icopoiii. 
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(nini)y,  fell  into  very  preat  calamities.  The 
oiTasinn  was  this: — Cesennius  Petus,  wbo 
was  president  of  Syria  ftt  this  time,  whether 
it  were  done  out  of  regard  to  truth,  or  wl<e- 
tlier  out  of  liatred  to  Anliochus  (tot  which 
was  the  renl  motive  was  never  thoroii;;lily 
dt*roveri'<l),  sent  an  epistle  to  Cipsur,  and 
therein  told  him  that  Antiochiis,  with  his  son  \ 
Epiphanes,  had  resolved  to  rebel  against  the 
Uoinan^..  and  had  made  a  league  with  the  king 
of  Parthia  to  that  purpose:  that  it  was  there- 
fore tit  to  prevent  them,  lest  they  prevent  us, 
and  he;;in  surh  a  war  as  may  ca'jse  a  general 
disttirbaiire  in  the  Roman  empire.  Now 
Caisar  w;is  disposed  to  take  some  care  aoout 
the  matter  since  this  discovery  was  made; 
for  the  neif^hbourhond  of  the  kingdoms  made 
thi-*  atfair  worthv  of  greater  regard;  for  Sa- 
niiisata.  the  capital  of  Commagene,  lies  upon 
Euphrates,  and,  upon  any  such  desigii,  could 
alforil  an  ea-^y  pas-;age  over  to  the  Partbians, 
ami  rniild  ai-^o  ntfonl  them  a  secure  rccepticjn. 
Petn^  was  accordingly  believed,  and  had  autho- 
rity given  him  of  doing  what  he  should  think 
proper  in  the  ca^^e ;  so  be  set  about  it  with- 
out delay,  and  fell  upon  Commagene  before 
Antiochus  and  his  people  had  the  least  ex- 
pprtation  of  his  coming:  he  had  with  him 
the  tenth  legion,  as  als«  some  cohorts  and 
troop"!  of  horsemen.  These  kings  also  came 
to  his  a.-ssistance  : — Aristobulus  king  of  the 
country  called  Chalcidene,  and  Sohemus,  who 
^^'Rs  calb'd  king  ot  Emesa :  nor  was  there 
any  oppo-ition  made  to  his  forces  when  they 
entere<l  the  kinpdom  ;  for  no  one  of  that 
crtiiiitry  would  so  much  as  lift  up  his  hand 
against  them.  M'ben  Antiochus  heard  this 
unexpected  ne\v«!,  he  could  not  think  in  the 
least  of  making  war  with  the  Romans,  but 
determined  to  leave  bis  whole  kingdom  in  the 
state  wherein  it  now  was,  and  to  retire  pri- 
vately, with  his  wife  and  children,  as  think- 
ing thereby  to  demonstrate  himself  to  the 
Uomatis  to  be  innocent  as  to  the  accusation 
liud  against  him.  So  he  went  away  from  that 
city  as  fir  as  a  hundred  and  twenty  furlongs, 
into  a  plain,  and  there  pitched  his  tents. 

2.  Petus  then  sent  some  of  his  men  to 
seize  upon  S;imo*ata,  and  by  their  means  took 
possession  of  that  city,  while  he  went  himself 
to  Httack  Antiochus  wHth  the  rest  of  his  armv. 
However,  the  king  was  not  prevailed  upon  by 
the  digtresg  he  was  in  to  do  any  thing  in  the 
way  of  war  against  the  Romans,  but  bemoaned 
his  own  hard  f^te,  and  endured  with  patience 
what  he  was  not  able  to  prevent.  But  his 
eons,  who  were  young  and  unexperienced  in 
war,  but  of  strong  bodies,  were  not  easily  in- 
dijrfd  to  bear  this  calamity  without  fighting. 
Efiiphanes.  therefore,  and  Callinicus  betook 
thenr.&eWes  to  military  force  ;  and  as  the  bat- 
tle was  a  >ore  one,  and  lasted  all  the  da\  long, 
tlijy  showed  their  own  valour  in  a  remarkable 
manner;  nrnl  no  liing  hnt  the  npproach  of 
night  put  a  pericid   thereto,  and  that  without 


any  diminution  of  their  forces;  yet  would 
not  Antiochus,  U[)on  tikis  conclusiuit  of  the 
right,  continue  there  by  any  means,  but  took 
bi.s  wife  dud  his  daughters,  and  fled  away  with 
them  to  Cillcia;  and,  by  so  doing,  quite  dis- 
couraged tlie  minds  of  bis  own  soldiers.  Ac- 
cordingly, tbey  revolted,  a:ul  went  over  to  the 
Romans,  out  of  the  despair  they  were  in  oi 
his  keeping  the  kingdom;  and  his  case  was 
looked  upon  by  all  as  cpiite  desperate.  It  was 
therefore  necessary  that  Epi[)hunes  and  his 
soldiers  should  get  clear  of  their  enemies  be- 
fore they  became  entirely  destitute  of  any  con- 
federates ;  nor  were  there  any  more  than  ten 
horsemen  with  bin),  who  pas.sed  with  him  over 
Euphrates,  whence  they  went  undisturbed  to 
Vologesea,  the  king  of  Parthia,  where  they 
were  not  disregarded  as  fugitives;  but  had 
the  g*me  respect  paid  them  as  if  they  had  re- 
tained their  ancient  pro-perity, 

3.  Now  when  Antiochus  was  come  to  Tar- 
sus in  Cilicia,  Petus  ordered  a  centurion  to 
go  to  him,  and  send  him  in  bonds  to  Rome. 
However,  Vespasian  could  not  endure  to  have 
a  king  brought  to  him  in  that  manner,  but 
thought  it  fit  rather  to  have  a  regard  to  the 
ancient  friendship  ihat  had  bt  en  between  them, 
than  to  preserve  an  inexoiable  anger  upon 
pretence  of  this  war.  Acci  rdingly,  he  gave 
orders  that  they  should  take  olf  his  bonds, 
while  be  was  still  upon  the  load,  and  that  he 
should  not  come  to  Rome,  lut  should  now  go 
and  live  at  Lacedemon  ;  lie  also  gave  him 
large  revenues,  that  he  mi^^ht  not  onlv  live  in 
plenty,  but  like  a  king  also.  When  Fpiphanes, 
who  before  was  in  great  fear  for  his  faiher, 
was  informed  of  this,  their  minds  were  freed 
from  that  great  and  idmost  incurable  concern 
they  had  been  under.  He  nlso  hoped  that 
C;esar  would  be  reconciled  to  them,  upon  the 
intercession  of  Vologeses ;  for  althuu^h  he 
lived  in  plenty,  he  knew  not  how  to  bear  liv- 
ing out  of  the  RomaTi  en  pire.  So  C*sar 
gave  him  leave,  after  an  obliging  maimer,  and 
he  came  to  Rome;  and  as  his  father  came 
quickly  to  him  from  Laceilemon,  he  bad  all 
sorts  of  respect  paid  him  there,  and  there  he 
remained. 

4.  Now  there  was  a  nation  of  the  Alans, 
which  we  have  formerly  mentioned  somewhere 
:is  being  Scythians,*  and  inhabiting  at  the 
Lake  Meotis.  This  nation  about  this  time 
laid  a  ilesign  of  falling  upon  Media  and  the 
parts  beyond  it,  in  order  to  plunder  them  ; 
with  which  intention  they  treated  with  iho 
king  of  Hyrcania;  for  be  \^as  master  of  that 
pa!-sage  which  king  Alexander  [the  Great] 
-hut    up   with    iron   gates.      This  king    gave 

hem  leave  to  come   thiontrh   them;    so  thev 

ame  in  great    multitudes,  and-  fell   upon   tlie 

Medes    unexfiectedly,    and     plundered     their 

country,  w  liich  they  fmiiid  lull  of  people,  and 

replenished  with   abund.iiicc  of  cattle,  while 
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nobody  durst  inaVe  any  resistance  against  them ; 
for  Pacorufl,  the  king  of  the  country,  had  fled 
bt^'ay  for  fear,  into  places  where  they  could 
not  easily  come  at  him,  and  had  yielded  up 
every  thing  he  had  to  them,  and  had  only 
saved  his  wife  and  his  concubines  from  them, 
and  that  with  difficulty  also,  after  they  had 
been  made  captives,  by  giving  them  a  hun- 
dred talents  for  their  ransom.  These  Alans 
therefore  plundered  the  country  without  op- 
position, and  with  great  ease,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded as  far  as  Armenia,  laying  all  waste  be- 
fore them.  Now  Tiridates  was  king  of  that 
country,  who  met  them,  and  fought  them,  but 
had  like  to  have  been  taken  alive  in  the  bat- 
tle; for  a  certain  man  threw  a  net  over  him 
from  a  great  distance,  and  had  soon  drawn 
him  to  him,  unless  he  had  immediately  cut 
the  cord  with  his  sword,  and  ran  away,' and 
prevented  it.  So  the  Alans,  being  still  more 
provoked  by  this  sight,  laid  waste  the  coun- 
try, and  drove  a  great  multitude  of  the  men, 
and  a  great  quantity  of  the  other  prey  they  had 
gotten  out  of  both  kingdoms,  along  with  tbera, 
and  then  retreated  back  to  their  own  country. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

concerning  vasada  and  tjiosi!  sicakiiwho 
kept  it;  and  how  silva  betook  himself 
to  form  the  siege  of  that  citadel, 
eleazar's  speeches  to  the  besieged. 

§  1.  When  Bassus  was  dead  in  Judca,  Fla- 
vius  Silva  succeeded  him  as  procurator  there; 
who.  when  he  saw  that  all  the  rest  of  the 
countrv  was  subdued  in  this  war,  and  that 
there  was  but  one  only  strong  hold  that  was 
still  in  rebellion,  he  got  all  his  army  together 
that  lav  in  different  places,  and  made  an  ex- 
pedition against  it.  This  fortress  was  called 
JViasada.  It  was  one  Eleazar,  a  potent  man, 
and  the  commander  of  these  Sicarii,  that  had 
seized  upon  it.  He  was  a  descendant  from  that 
Judas  who  had  persuaded  abundance  of  the 
Jews,  as  we  have  formerly  related,  not  to  sub- 
mit to  the  taxation  when  Cyrenius  was  sent 
into  Judea  to  make  one  ;  for  then  it  was  that 
the  Sicarii  got  together  against  those  that  were 
willing  to  submit  to  the  Romans,  and  treated 
them  in  all  respects  as  if  they  had  been  their 
enemies,  both  bv  plundering  them  of  what 
thev  had.  by  driving  away  their  cattle,  and  by 
setting  fire  to  their  houses:  for  they  said  that 
thev  differed  not  at  all  from  foreigners,  by 
betraying,  in  so  cowardly  a  manner,  that 
freeilom  which  Jews  thought  worthy  to  be 
contended  for  -to  the  utmost,  and  by  own- 
ing that  they  preferred  slavery  under  the 
Romans  before  such  a  contention.  Now  this 
was  in  realitv  no  better  than  a  pretence,  and 
a  cloak  tor  the  barbarity  which  was  made  use 
of  by   them,  and  to  colour  over  their  own 


avarice,  which  they  afterward*  made  erident 
by  their  own  actions;  for  those  that  were 
partners  with  them  in  their  rebellion,  joined 
also  with  them  in  the  war  against  the  Ro- 
mans, and  went  farther  lengths  with  them  in 
their  impudent  undertakings  against  them; 
and  when  they  were  again  convicted  of  dis- 
sembling in  such  their  pretences,  they  still 
more  abused  those  that  justly  reproached  them 
for  their  wickedness ;  and  indeed  that  was  a 
time  most  fertile  in  all  manner  of  wicked 
practices,  insomuch  that  no  kind  of  evil  deeds 
were  then  left  undone  ;  nor  could  any  one  so 
much  as  devise  any  bad  thing  that  was  new, 
so  deeply  were  they  all  infected,  and  strove 
with  one  another  in  their  single  capacity,  and 
in  their  communities,  who  should  run  the 
greatest  lengths  in  impiety  towards  God,  and 
in  unjust  actions  towards  their  neighbours; 
the  men  of  power  oppressing  the  multitude, 
and  the  multitude  earnestly  labouring  to  de- 
stroy the  men  of  power.  The  one  part  were 
desirous  of  tyrannizing  over  others;  and  the 
rest  of  offering  violence  to  others,  and  of  plun- 
dering such  as  were  richer  than  themselves. 
Xhey  were  the  Sicarii  who  first  began  these 
transgressions,  and  first  became  barbarous  to- 
wards those  allied  to  them,  and  left  no  words 
of  reproach  unsaid,  and  no  works  of  perdition 
untried,  in  order  to  destroy  those  whom  their 
contrivances  aliected.  Yet  did  John  demon- 
strate by  his  actions,  that  these  Sicarii  were 
more  moderate  than  he  was  himself,  for  he 
not  only  slew  such  as  gave  him  good  counsel 
to  do  what  was  right,  but  treated  them  worst 
of  all,  as  the  most  bitter  enemies  that  he  had 
among  all  the  citizens;  nay,  he  filled  his  en- 
tire country  with  ten  thousand  instances  ot 
wickedness,  such  as  a  man  who  was  already 
hardened  sufficiently  in  his  impiety  towards 
God,  would  naturally  do  ;  for  the  food  was 
unlawfiil  that  was  set  upon  his  table,  and  he 
rejected  those  purifications  that  the  law  of  his 
country  hail  ordained  ;  so  that  it  was  no  lon- 
ger a  wonder  if  be,  who  was  so  mad  in  his 
impiety  towards  God,  did  not  observe  any 
rules  of  gentleness  and  common  affection  to- 
wards men.  Again,  therefore,  what  mischief 
was  there  which  Simon  the  son  of  Gioras  did 
not  do  ?  or  what  kind  of  abuses  did  be  ab- 
stain from  as  to  those  very  free  men  who  had 
set  him  up  for  a  t_\rant?  What  friendship  or 
kindred  were  there  that  {lid  not  make  him 
more  bold  in  his  daily  murders?  for  they 
looked  upon  the  doing  of  mischief  to  stran- 
u'ers  only,  as  a  work  beneath  their  courage, 
'lut  thought  their  barbarity  towards  their  near- 
'•st  relations  would  be  a  glorious  demonstra- 
'ion  thereof.  The  lilumeans  also  strove  with 
•hese  men  who  should  be  guilty  of  the  great- 
.■st  madness  !  for  they  [all],  vile  wretches  as 
they  were,  cut  the  throats  of  the  high-priests, 
that  so  no  part  of  a  religious  regard  to  God 
might  be  preserved;  they  thence  proceeded  to 
destroy  utterly  the  least  remains  of  a  politicaj 
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government,  and  introduced  the  nio&t  com- 
plete scene  of  iniquity  in  &ll  instances  that 
were  praciicttble;  under  which  scene,  that 
sort  of  people  that  were  called  Zealots  grtw 
up,  and  who  indeed  corresponded  to  the  name; 
for  they  ioiitated  every  wicked  work;  nor,  if 
their  memory  sug^gested  any  evil  thing  that 
had  formerly  been  done,  did  they  avoid  zea- 
lously to  pursue  the  eauie;  and  although  they 
gave  themselves  that  name  from  their  zeal  for 
what  was  goo<L,  yet  did  it  agree  to  them  only 
by  way  of  irony,  on  account  of  those  they  hati 
unjustly  treated  by  their  wild  and  brutish  dis* 
potiitioii,  or  as  thinking  the  greatest  mischiefs 
to  he  the  greatest  good.  Accordingly,  they 
all  met  with  such  ends  as  God  deservedly 
brought  upon  them  in  way  of  puiiisl>iuc:i>i ; 
for  all  such  miseries  have  been  sent  upon 
them  a$  man's  nature  is  capable  of  undergo- 
i.^g.  till  the  utmost  period  of  their  lives,  aiKl 
till  death  came  upon  them  in  various  ways  of 
torment:  yet  might  one  say  justly  that  they 
eurtered  less  than  they  bad  done,  because  it 
wan  iuiposi^ible  they  cotdd  be  punished  accord- 
ing to  their  deserving:  but  to  make  a  lamen- 
tatmu  according  to  the  deserts  of  those  who 
ftU  tinder  these  men's  harl>arity,  this  is  not  a 
proper  place  for  it: — I  therefore  now  return 
again  to  ihe  remainiug  part  of  the  present  xiar- 
ration. 

2  For  now  it  was  that  the  Roman  gene- 
ra'  L-amc,  and  led  his  army  against  Etcazar 
and  those  Sicarii  who  held  the  fortress  AXa- 
aada  togeUier  with  him;  and  for  the  Mhole 
country  adjoining,  be  presently  gained  it,  and 
put  garrisons  into  the  most  pri>per  places  of 
it:  he  also  built  a  wall  quite  round  the  entire 
fortress,  that  none  of  the  besieged  might  easi- 
ly escape:  he  also  set  bts  men  to  guard  the 
several  jvirtfi  of  it:  he  also  pitched  his  camp 
hi  ^u<'h  aJi  agreeable  place  as  he  hud  chosen 
for  the  siege,  and  at  which  place  the  rock  be- 
longitif;  to  the  fortress  did  make  the  nearest 
approach  to  the  neif^bbouring  mountain, 
which  yet  was  a  place  of  difficulty  for  getting 
plenty  of  provisions;  for  it  was  not  only  food 
that  was  to  be  brought  from  a  great  distance 
fto  the  army],  and  thi:;  with  a  great  deal  of 
pain  to  those  Jews  who  were  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  l^ut  water  was  also  to  be  brought 
to  the  camp,  because  the  place  aitorded  no 
fountain  that  was  near  it.  When  therefore 
Silvtt  bad  ordfred  these  alfairs  beforehand,  he 
fell  to  besieging  the  place;  which  j-lege  was 
likely  to  stand  in  need  of  a  great  deal  of  skill 
and  pains,  by  reason  of  the  strength  of  the 
fortress,  the  eature  of  which  1  will  now  de- 
scribe. 

3.  There  was  a  rock  not  small  in  circum- 
ference, and  very  high.  It  was  encompassed 
with  valleys  of  such  vast  depth  downward, 
that  the  eye  could  not  reach  their  bottoms  ; 
they  were  abrupt,  and  such  as  no  animal 
could  walk  upon,  excepting  at  two  places  of 
M«t  rock,  where  it  tfuit^idci^,  in  order  to  afiurd 


a  passage  for  ascent,  though  not  without  dif- 
ficulty. Now,  of  the  ways  that  lead  to  it, 
one  is  that  from  the  luke  Aspbaltitis,  towards 
the  sun-rising,  and  another  on  the  west,  where 
the  ascent  is  easier:  the  one  of  these  ways  is 
called  the  Surpenl^  as  resembling  that  animal 
in  its  narrowness,  and  its  perpetual  windings: 
for  it  is  broken  off  at  the  prominent  precipices 
of  the  rock,  and  returns  frequently  into  it- 
self, and  lengthening  again  by  tittle  and  Uttle, 
hutb  much  ado  to  proceed  forward;  and  be 
that  would  walk  along  it  must  first  go  on  one 
leg.  and  then  on  the  other;  there  is  also  no- 
thing but  destruction,  in  case  your  ^t  slip; 
for  on  each  side  there  is  a  vastlv  deep  chasm 
aiiU  precipice,  suflirient  to  quclf  the  courage 
of  every  body  by  the  terror  it  infuses  into 
the  mind.  When,  therefore,  a  man  hath 
gone  along  this  way  for  thirty  furlongs,  the 
rest  is  the  top  of  the  bill, — not  ending  at  a 
small  point,  hut  is  no  other  than  a  plain  upon 
the  highest  part  of  the  mountain.  Upon  this 
top  of  the  hill,  Jonathan  the  high-priest  tirst 
of  idl  built  a  fortress,  and  called  it  Afasatia; 
after  which  the  rebuilding  ot  this  place  em- 
ployed the  care  of  king  lierod  to  a  great  de- 
gree; be  also  built  a  wall  rouiul  iibout  the 
entire  top  of  the  hill,  seven  furlongs  long; 
it  was  composed  of  white  stone;  it^  height 
was  twelve,  and  its  breadth  eight  cubit.-; 
there  were  also  erected  upon  that  wall  thirty- 
eight  towers,  each  of  them  Utty  cubits  high; 
out  of  which  you  might  pass  into  lesser  edi- 
fices, which  were  luiilt  on  the  inside,  roujid 
the  entire  wall;  for  the  king  reserved  the 
top  of  the  hill,  which  was  of  a  fat  soil  and 
better  mould  than  any  valley  for  agriculture, 
that  such  as  committed  themselves  to  this 
fortress  for  their  preservation,  might  not  even 
therefore  be  quite  destitute  of  food,  in  case 
they  should  ever  be  in  want  of  it  from  abroad. 
Moreover,  he  built  a  palace  therein  at  the 
western  as(*ent:  it  was  witliin  and  beneath 
the  walls  of  the  citadel,  but  inclined  to  its 
north  side.  Now  the  wall  of  this  palace  was 
very  high  and  strong,  and  had  at  its  four  cor- 
ners towers  sixty  cubits  higli.  The  furniture 
aUo  of  the  edifices,  and  of  the  cloisters,  and  of 
the  baths,  was  of  great  variety,  and  very 
costly;  and  these  buildings  were  supported 
by  pillars  of  single  stones  on  every  side:  the 
walls  als  J  and  the  floors  of  the  edifices  were 
paved  with  stones  of  several  colours.  He  al-o 
had  cut  many  and  great  pits,  as  reservoirs  for 
water,  out  of  the  rocks,  at  every  one  of  the 
places  that  were  inhabited,  both  above  and 
round  about  the  palace,  and  before  the  wall; 
and  by  this  contrivance  he  endeavoured  to 
have  water  for  several  uses,  as  if  there  bad 
been  fountaiits  there.  Here  was  aLo  a  road 
digged  from  the  palace,  and  leading  to  the  very 
top  of  the  mountain,  which  yet  could  not  be 
seen  by  such  as  were  without  [the  walli];  nor 
indeed  could  enemies  easily  make  use  of  the 
pliin  roads;  for  the  road  on  the  east  side,  a* 
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Be  have  already  taken  notice,  could  not  be 
vralked  upon,  by  reason  of  its  nature;  and  for 
tl:e  western  road,  he  built  a  large  tower  at  its 
narrowest  place,  at  no  less  a  distance  from  the 
top  of  the  hill  than  a  thousand  cubits;  which 
tower  could  not  possibly  be  passed  by,  nor 
could  it  be  easily  taken ;  nor  indeed  eould 
those  that  walked  along  it  without  any  fear 
(such  was  its  contrivance)  easily  get  to  the 
end  of  it;  and  after  such  a  manner  was  this 
citadel  fortified,  both  by  nature  and  by  the 
h»nds  of  men,  in  order  to  frustrate  the  attacks 
of  enemies. 

4.   As  for  the  furniture  that  was  within  this 

fortrceo,  it  tf«o  ctill  maro  w*.»dorful  on  ar*roiint 

tjf  its   splendour  and   long  continuance;  for 
here  was  laid  up  corn  in  large  quantities,  and 
such  as  would  subsist  men  for  a  long  time; 
hr-re  was  also  nine  and  oil  in  abundance,  with 
a;!  kinds  of  pulse  and  dates  heaped  up  to- 
gether; all  which  Eleazar  found  there,  when 
IjC  and  his  Sicarii  got  possession  of  the  fortress 
by  treachery.     These  fruits  were  also  fresh 
and  full  ripe,    and  no   way  inferior  to  such 
fruits  newly  laid  in,  although  they  were  little 
short  of  a  hundred  years  *  from  the  la)  ing  in 
these  provisions  [by  Herod],  till  the  place  was 
taken  by  the  Romans;  nay,  indeed,  when  the 
Romans  got  possession  of  those  frjits   that 
were  left,  they  found  them   not  corrupted  all 
that  while:  nor  should  we  be  mistaken,  if  we 
supposed  that  the  air  was  here  the  cause  of  I 
their  enduring  so  long,  this  fortress  being  so  ! 
high,  and  so    free    from    the    mixture  of  all  j 
terrene  and  muddy  particles  of  matter.     There  j 
was  also  found  here  a  large  quantity  of  all  I 
sorts  of  weapons  of  war,  which  had  been  trea-  ! 
tured  up  by  that  king,  and  were  sufficient  for ! 
ten  thousand  men:  there  was  cast  iron,  and  I 
brass,  and  tin,  which  show  that  he  had  taken  j 
nr.uch  pains  to  have  all  things  here  ready  for 
the  greatest   occasions;  for  the  report   goes 
how  Herod  thus    prepared   this  fortress   on 
his    own    account,  as  a  refuge  against  two 
kirds  of  danger;  the  one  for  fear  of  the  mul- 
titude of  the  Jews,  lest  they  should  depose 
him  and  restore  their  former  kings  to  the  go- 
vernment; the  other  danger  was  greater  and 
mere  terrible,   which  arose  from  Cleopatra, 
q-jeen   of  Egypt,  who  cid  not    conceal   her 
intentions,  but  spoke  often  to  Antony,   and 
desired  him  to  cut  off  Hercd,  and  entreated 
him  to  bestow  the  kingdom  of  Judea  upon 
her.     And    certainly  it    is    a   great   wonder 
that  Antony  did  never  comply  with  her  com- 
mands in  this  point,  as  he  was  so  miserably 
enslaved  to  his  passion  for  her;  nor  should 
any  one  have  been  surprised  if  she  had  been 
gratified  in  such  her  request.      So  the  fear  of 
these  dangers    made  Herod  rebuild  Masada, 
and  thereby  leave  it   for  the  finishing-stroke 
of  the  Romans  in  this  Jewish  war. 

•  Pliny  and  other*  f  rvnfinn  thi»  strange  paradox,  that 
provisioDS  laid  up  a£ainsl  fiece*  wiU  contirui-  coed  for 
•  bundred  jsan,  as  ^panbeim  notv«  upon  tbift  plac*. 


5.  Since  therefore  the  Roman  commander 
Silva  bad  now  built  a  wall  on  the  outside, 
round  about  this  whole  place,  as  we  have  said 
already,  and  bad  thereby  marie  a  most  accu- 
rate provision  to  prevent  any  one  of  the  be- 
sieged running  away,  he  imdertook  the  siege' 
itself,  though  he  found  but  one  single  place 
that  would  admit  of  the  banks  be  was  to  raise  j 
for  behind  that  tower  which  secured  the  road 
that  led  to  the  palace,  and  to  the  top  of  the 
hill  from  the  west,  there  was  a  certain  emi- 
nencv'  of  the  rock,  very  broad  and  very  pro- 
minent, but  three  hundred  cubits  beneath  the 
highest  part  of  Slasada ;  it  « as  called  the 
While  Promontory.  Accordingly  he  got  up- 
on that  part  of  the  rnrl-aurf  nr/lprod  the  army 

to  Drlng  eaiib.  «nd  when  they  fell  to  that 
work  with  alacrity,  and  abundance  of  them 
together,  the  bank  was  raised,  and  became 
solid  for  two  hundred  cubits  in  height.  Yet 
was  not  this  bank  thought  sufficiently  high  for 
the  use  of  the  engines  that  were  to  be  set  upon 
it ;  but  still  another  elevated  w  ork  of  great 
stones  compacted  together  was  raised  upon 
that  bank:  this  was  fifty  cubits,  both  in 
breadth  and  height.  The  other  machines 
that  were  now  got  ready  were  like  to  tho?e 
that  had  been  first  devised  by  Vespasian,  and 
afterwards  by  Titus,  for  sieges.  There  was 
also  a  tower  made  of  the  height  of  sixty 
cubits,  and  all  over  plated  with  iron,  cut 
of  w  hich  the  Romans  threw  darts  and  stone:> 
from  the  engines,  and  scon  made  those  that 
fotight  from  the  w  alls  of  the  place  to  retire, 
and  would  not  let  them  lilt  up  their  heads 
above  the  works.  At  the  same  time  Silva 
ordered  that  great  battering-ram  which  he 
had  made,  to  be  brought  thither,  and  to  be 
set  against  the  wall,  and  to  make  frequent 
batteries  against  it.  which  with  some  diffi- 
culty, broke  down  a  part  of  the  wall,  and 
quite  overthrew  it.  However  the  Sicarii 
made  haste,  and  presently  built  another  wall 
within  that,  which  should  not  be  liable  to  the 
same  misfortune  from  the  machines  with  the 
other:  it  was  made  soft  and  yielding,  and 
so  was  capable  of  avoiding  the  terrible  blows 
that  affected  the  other.  It  was  framed  aftei 
the  following  manner: — They  laid  together 
great  beams  of  wood  lengthways,  one  close  to 
the  end  of  another,  and  the  same  way  in 
which  they  were  cut:  there  were  two  of  these 
rows  parallel  to  one  another,  and  laid  at  such 
a  distance  from  each  other  as  the  breadth  of 
the  wall  required,  and  earth  was  put  into  thu 
space  between  those  rows.  Now.  that  the 
!  earth  might  not  fall  away  upon  the  elevation 
of  this  bank  to  a  greater  height,  they  farther 
laid  other  beams  over  across  them,  and 
thereby  bound  those  beams  together  that 
lay  lengthways.  This  work  of  theirs  was  like 
a  real  edifice;  and  when  the  machines  were 
applied,  the  blow s  w ere  weakened  h\  its  yield- 
ing; and  as  the  materials  by  such  concussion 
were  shaken  closer  together,  the  pile  by  ttuit ' 
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means  became  firmer  tban  before.  When 
Sjlva  SRW  this,  he  thought  it  best  to  endeavour 
the  takinj;  of  this  wall  by  setting  fiie  to  it; 
80  he  pave  order  that  the  soldiers  should  throw 
a  great  number  of  buiiiin^  torches  upon  it ; 
accordingly,  as  it  was  chiefly  made  of  wood, 
it  soon  took  flre  ;  and  when  it  was  once  set 
on  lire,  its  hoUowness  made  that  fire  spread 
to  a  mighty  flame.  Now,  at  the  very  begin- 
ning of  this  lire,  a  north  wind  that  then  blew 
proved  terrible  to  the  Romans;  for  by  brin:?- 
irig  the  flame  downward,  it  drove  it  upon 
them,  and  they  were  almost  in  despair  of  suc- 
cess, as  fearing  their  machines  would  be 
burnt:  but  after  this,  on  a  sudden  the  wind 
changed  into  the  souths  as  if  it  were  done  by 
Divine  Providence;  and  blew  strongly  the 
contrary  way,  and  carried  the  flame,  and 
drove  it  against  the  wall,  which  was  now  on 
6re  through  its  entire  thickness.  So  the 
Ilomans,  having  now  assistance  from  God,  re- 
turned to  their  camp  with  joy,  and  resolved 
to  nttack  their  enemies  tlie  very  next  day;  on 
which  occasion  they  set  their  watch  more  care- 
fully that  night,  lest  any  of  the  Jews  should 
run  away  from  them  without  being  disco- 
vered. 

6.  However,  neither  did  Eleazar  once  think 
of  flying  uway,  nor  would  be  permit  any  one 
else  to  do  so;  but  when  he  saw  their  wall 
burnt  down  by  the  6re,  and  could  devise  no 
other  way  of  escaping,  or  room  for  their  far- 
ther courage,  and  setting  before  their  eyes 
what  the  Romans  would  do  to  them,  their 
children,  and  their  wives,  if  they  got  them 
into  their  power,  he  consulted  about  having 
them  all  slain.  Now,  as  he  judged  this  to  be 
the  best  thing  they  could  do  in  their  present 
circumstances,  he  gathered  the  most  coiirage- 
ous  of  his  companions  together,  and  encou- 
raged them  to  take  that  course  by  a  speech' 
which  he  made  to  them  in  the  manner  fol- 
lowmg: — "  Smce  we.  long  ago,  my  generous 
friends,  reeolved  never  to  be  servants  to  the 
Romans,  nor  to  any  other  than  to  God  him- 
self, who  alone  is  the  true  and  just  Lord  of 
mankind,  the  time  is  now  come  that  oblig3s 
Its  to  make  that  resolution  true  in  practice. 
A'ld  let  us  not  at  this  time  bring  a  reproach 
upon  ourselves  for  self-contradiction,  while  we 
formerly  would  not  undergo  slavery,  though 
it  were  then  without  danger,  but  must  now, 
together  with  slavery,  choose  such  punish- 
mentR  also  as  are  intolerable;  I  mean  this, 
upon  the  supposition  that  the  Romans  once 

•  "^~h^  ^p-'^c^'^sin  this  and  the  nexX  section,  a^  intro. 
daoe-^  "Tiler  the  person  of  thi»  F.leaiear.  are  exceeding 
rem  irk  Ml  lie.  and  on  the  noblest  subjects,  the  contempt  ot 
deat...  ai;ii  the  dit^nily  and  immoriality  of  the  so'il ;  and 
Ihat"*"'  only  .-imonit  the  Jews,  but  amon?  the  Indians 
t)>em •elves  also,  and  vre  highly  worthy  the  perusal  of  all 
the  i:iir,oii9.  It  s*-em9  as  if  that  philosophic  Udy  who 
airr:\iO.  ch  ix-  s^ct- 1.  2.  remembered  the  substance  of 
liws*  dTycounes,  as  spnten  bv  F.leazar.  and  so  Josephus 
eIntUed  them  in  his  own  words:  at  the  lowest  tliey  cin- 
lain  .^.o  Jewish  notions  on  these  brads,  as  uoderstoivl 
th«n  bv  our  Jnscpbiis,  aud  oannot  but  deserve  a  suitable 
ic^anl  Irom  ui. 


reduce  us  under  their  power  while  we  are 
alive.  We  were  the  very  first  that  revolted 
from  them,  and  we  are  the  last  that  fight 
against  them  ;  and  I  cannot  but  esteem  it  as 
a  favour  that  God  hath  granted  us,  that  it  is 
still  in  our  power  to  die  bravely,  and  in  a  state 
of  freedom,  whirh  hath  not  been  the  case  of 
others,  who  were  conquered  unexpectedly.  It 
is  very  plain  that  we  shall  be  taken  within  a 
day's  time  ;  but  it  is  still  an  eligible  thing  to 
die  after  a  glorious  manner,  together  with  o«r 
dearest  friend:*.  This  is  what  our  enemies 
themselves  cannot  by  any  means  hinder,  al- 
though they  be  very  desirous  to  take  us  alive 
Nor  can  we  propose  to  ourselves  any  more  to 
tight  them  and  heat  them.  It  had  t}een  pro- 
per indeed  for  us  to  have  conjectured  at  the 
purpose  of  God  much  sooner,  and  at  the  very 
first,  when  we  were  so  desirous  of  defending 
our  liberty,  and  when  we  received  such  sore 
treatment  from  one  another,  and  worse  tn-ai- 
ment  from  our  enemies,  and  to  have  been  sen- 
sible that  the  same  God,  who  had  of  old  taken 
the  Jewish  nation  into  his  tuvour.  had  now  con- 
demned them  to  destruction;  for  had  he  either 
continued  favourable,  or  bten  hut  in  a  lesset 
degree  displeased  with  us,  he  had  not  overlook- 
ed the  destruction  of  so  many  men,  or  delivered 
his  most  holy  city  to  be  burnt  and  demolished 
by  our  enemies.  To  be  sure,  we  weakly  hoped 
to  have  preserved  ourselves,  and  ourselves 
alone,  still  in  a  state  of  freedom,  as  if  we  had 
been  guilty  of  no  sins  ourselves  against  God, 
nor  been  partners  with  those  of  others;  we  also 
taught  other  men  to  preserve  their  liberty. 
AVherefore,  consider  bow  (iod  hath  convinced 
us  that  our  hopes  were  in  vain,  by  bringing 
such  distress  upon  us  in  the  desperate  state 
we  are  now  in,  and  which  is  beyond  all  our 
expectations  ;  for  the  nature  of  this  fortress, 
which  was  in  itself  unconquerable,  hath  not 
proved  a  means  of  our  deliverance  ;  and  even 
while  we  have  still  great  abundance  of  food, 
and  a  great  quantity  of  arms,  and  other  ne- 
cessaries more  than  we  want,  we  are  openly 
deprived  by  God  himself  of  all  hopes  of  deli- 
verance;  for  that  fire  which  was  driven  upon 
our  enemies  did  not  of  its  own  accord  turn 
back  upon  the  wall  which  we  had  built:  this 
was  the  effect  of  God's  anger  against  us  for 
our  manifold  sins,  which  we  have  been  guilty 
of  in  a  most  insolent  and  extravagant  manner 
with  regard  to  our  own  countrymen;  the  pu- 
nishments of  which  let  us  not  receive  from 
the  Romans  but  from  God  himself,  as  exe- 
cuted by  our  own  hands,  for  these  win  b« 
more  moderate  than  the  otner.  Let  our  wives 
die  before  they  are  aoused,  and  our  children 
before  they  have  tastea  of  slavery  :  and  ntter 
we  have  slain  them,  let  us  bestow  that  glori- 
ous benefit  upon  one  another  mutually,  and 
preserve  ourselves  in  f.eedom.as  an  excellent 
funeral  monument  for  us.  But  first  let  us  de- 
stroy our  money  and  the  fortress  by  fire;  for 
I  am  v\ell  assured  that  this  will  be  agreat  grief 
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to  the  Romans,  that  they  shall  not  be  abfe  to 
geize  upon  our  bodies,  and  shall  fail  of  our 
wealth  also  :  and  let  us  spar;  nothing  but  our 
provisions;  for  they  will  be  a  testimonial 
when  we  are  dead  that  we  were  not  subdued 
for  want  of  necessaries ;  but  that,  according 
to  our  original  resolution,  we  have  preferred 
death  before  slavery." 

7.  This  was  Eleazar's  speech  to  them.  Yet 
did  not  the  opinions  of  all  the  auditors  acqui- 
esce therein;  but  although  some  of  them  were 
very  zealous  to  put  his  advice  in  practice,  and 
were  in  a  manner  filled  with  pleasure  at  it, 
and  thought  death  to  be  a  good  thing,  yet  bad 
those  that  were  most  etfeminate  a  commisera- 
tion for  their  wives  and  families;  and  when 
these  men  were  especially  moved  by  the  pros- 
pect of  their  own  certain  death,  they  looked 
wistfully  at  one  another,  and  by  the  tears  that 
were  in  their  eyes,  declared  their  dissent  from 
his  opinion.  When  Eleazar  saw  these  peo- 
ple in  such  fear,  and  that  their  souls  were  de- 
jected at  so  prodigious  a  proposal,  he  was  afraid 
lest  perhaps  these  eifeniinate  persons  should, 
by  their  lamentations  and  tears,  enfeeble  those 
that  heard  what  he  had  said  courageously ; 
so  he  did  not  leave  off  exhorting  them,  but 
stirred  up  himself,  and  recollecting  proper 
arguments  for  raising  their  courage,  he  un- 
dertook to  speak  more  briskly  and  fully  to 
them,  and  that  concerning  the  immortality  of 
the  soul.  So  he  made  a  lamentable  groan, 
and  fixmg  his  eyes  intently  on  those  that  wept, 
he  spake  thus: — "Truly,  I  was  greatly  mis- 
taken when  1  thought  to  be  assisting  to  brave 
men  who  struggled  hard  for  their  liberty,  and 
lo  such  as  were  resolved  either  to  live  with 
honour,  or  else  to  die :  but  I  find  that  you 
are  such  people  as  are  no  better  than  others, 
either  in  virtue  or  in  courage,  and  are  afraid 
of  dying,  though  you  be  delivered  thereby 
from  the  greatest  miseries,  while  }0u  ought 
to  make  no  delay  in  this  matter,  nor  to  await 
any  one  to  give  you  good  advice;  for  the  laws 
of  our  country,  and  of  God  himself,  have, 
from  ancient  times,  and  as  soon  as  ever  we 
"ould  use  our  reason,  continually  taught  us, 
and  our  forefathers  have  corroborated  the 
same  doctrine  by  their  actions  and  by  their 
bravery  of  mind,  that  it  is  life  that  is  a  cala- 
mity to  men,  and  not  death  ;  for  this  last  af- 
fords our  souls  their  liberty,  and  sends  them 
by  a  removal  into  their  own  place  of  purity, 
where  they  are  to  be  insensible  of  all  sorts  of 
misery ;  for  while  souls  are  tied  down  to  a 
mortal  body,  they  are  partakers  of  its  mise- 
ries;  and  really,  to  speak  the  truth,  they  are 
themselves  dead  ;  for  the  union  of  what  is  di- 
vine to  what  is  mortal,  is  disagreeable.  It  is 
true,  the  power  of  the  soul  is  great,  even  when 
it  is  imprisoned  in  a  mortal  body ;  for  by 
moving  it  after  a  way  that  is  invisible,  it  makes 
the  body  a  sensible  instrument,  and  causes  if 
to  advance  f.irther  in  its  actions  than  mortal  na- 
ture could  otherwise  do.     However,  when  it  is 


freed  from  that  weight  which  dra>vs  it  down  to 
the  earth  and  is  connected  with  it,  it  obtains 
its  own  proper  place,  and  does  then  become 
a  partaker  of  that  blessed  power,  and  those 
abilities,  which  are  then  every  way  incapable 
of  being  hindered  in  their  operations.  It  con- 
tinues invisible,  indeed,  to  the  eyes  of  men,  as 
does  God  himself ;  for  certainly  it  is  not  it- 
self seen,  while  it  is  in  the  body ;  for  it  is 
there  after  an  invisible  manner,  and  when  it 
is  freed  from  it,  it  is  still  not  seen.  It  is  fhi« 
soul  which  hath  one  nature,  and  that  nn  m- 
corruptible  one  also;  but  yet  is  it  the  rouse 
of  the  change  that  is  made  in  the  body  ;  for 
whatsoever  it  be  which  the  soul  touches,  that 
lives  and  flourishes;  and  from  whatsoever  it 
is  removed,  that  withers  awav  and  dies:  such 
a  degree  is  there  in  it  of  immortality.  Let 
me  produce  the  state  of  sleep  as  a  most  evi. 
dent  demonstration  of  the  truth  of  what  I  say; 
wherein  souls,  when  the  body  does  not  dis- 
i  tract  them,  have  the  sweetest  rest  depending 
on  themselves,  and  conversing  with  God,  by 
their  alliance  to  him;  they  then  go  every- 
i  where,  and  foretell  many  futurities  before- 
j  hand  ;  and  why  are  we  afraid  of  death,  while 
I  we  are  pleased  with  the  rest  that  we  have  in 
I  sleep?  and  how  absurd  a  thing  is  it  to  pur- 
j  sue  after  liberty  while  we  are  alive,  and  yet 
I  to  envv  it  to  oursehes  where  it  will  be  eter- 
nal! We,  therefore,  who  have  been  brought 
up  in  a  discipline  of  our  own,  ought  to  become  ^ 
an  example  to  others  of  our  readiness  to  die ; 
yet  if  we  do  stand  in  need  of  foreigners 
to  support  us  in  this  matter,  let  us  regard 
those  Indians  who  profess  the  exercise  of  phi- 
losophy; for  these  good  men  do  but  unwillingly 
undergo  the  time  of  life,  and  look  upon  it  as 
a  necessary  servitude,  and  make  haste  to  let 
their  souls  loose  from  their  bodies ;  nay, 
when  no  misfortune  presses  them  to  it,  nor 
drives  them  upon  it,  these  have  such  a  desire 
of  a  life  of  immortality,  that  they  tell  other 
men  beforehand  that  they  are  about  to  de- 
part ;  and  nobody  hinders  them,  but  every 
one  thinks  them  happy  men,  and  gives  them 
letters  to  be  carried  to  their  familiar  friends 
L'hat  are  dead] ;  so  firmly  and  certainly  do 
they  believe  that  souls  converse  with  one 
another  [in  the  other  world].  So  when  these 
men  have  heard  all  such  commands  that  were 
to  be  given  them,  they  deliver  their  body  to 
the  fire;  and,  in  order  to  their  getting  their 
soul  a  separation  from  the  body,  in  the  great- 
est purity,  they  die  in  the  midst  of  hymns  of 
commendations  made  to  them;  for  their 
dearest  friends  conduct  them  to  their  death 
more  readily  than  do  any  of  the  rest  of  man- 
kind conduct  their  fellow-citizens  when  they 
are  going  a  very  long  journey,  who,  at  the 
same  time,  weep  on  their  own  account,  but 
look  upon  the  others  as  happy  persons,  as  so 
soon  to  be  made  partakers  ol  the  immortal 
order  of  beings.  Aie  not  we,  therefore, 
ashamed  to  have  lower  notions  I  ban  the  lodi- 
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sns?  and  by  our  own  cowardice  to  lay  a  base 
rcprOBch  upon  the  laws  of  our  country,  which 
are  so  much  desired  and  imitated  by  all  man- 
kind? But  put  the  case  that  we  had  been 
brought  up  under  another  persuasion,  and 
taught  that  life  is  the  greatest  good  which 
men  are  capable  of,  and  that  death  is  a  calami- 
ty; however,  the  circumstances  we  are  now 
ill  oui;bt  to  be  an  inducement  to  us  to  bear 
iich  calamity  courageously,  since  it  is  by  the 


DO  tolerable  pretence  against  us,  filled  their 
city  with  the  most  barbarous  slaughter  of  our 
people,  and  cut  the  throats  of  eighteen  thou- 
sand Jews,  with  their  wives  and  children. 
And  as  to  the  multitude  of  those  that  were 
slain  in  Egypt,  and  that  with  torments  also, 
we  have  been  informed  they  were  more  than 
sixtv  thousand  ;  those  indeed  being  in  a  fo- 
reign country,  and  so  naturally  meeting  with 
nothing  to  oppose  against  their  enemies,  were 


ivill  ol  God,  and  bv  necessity,  that  we  are  to  killed  in  the  manner  forementioiied.  As  for 
die;  for  it  now  appears  that  God  hath  made  all  those  of  us  who  have  waged  war  against 
«uch  a  decree  against  the  whole  Jewish  na-  the  Uomans  in  our  own  country,  had  we  not 
tion,  that  we  are  to  he  deprived  of  this  life  I  sufficient  reason  to  have  sure  hopes  of  victory? 
which  [he  knew]  «e  would  not  make  «  due  \  For  we  had  arms,  and  walls,  and  fortresses 
use  of;  fordo  not  you  ascribe  the   occasion  i  so  prepared  as  not   to  be  easily  taken,  and 


of  your  present  condiiion  to  yourselves,  nor 
think  the  Uomans  are  the  true  occasion  that 
this  war  we  have  had  «ith  them  is  become  so 
destructive  to  us  all:  these  things  have  not 
come    to    pass   by  their  power,   but  a  more 
powerful  cause  hath  intervened,  and  made  us 
afford  them  an  occasion  of  their  appearing  to 
be  conquerors  over  us.      What  Roman   wea- 
pons, I  pray  you,  were  those,  by  which  the 
Jews  of  Cesarea  were  slain?     On  the  con- 
trary, when   they  were  no   vv-ay  disposed   to 
rebel,  but  were  all  the  while  keeping  their 
seventh  day  festival,  and  did  not  so  much  as 
lift  up  their  hands  against  the  citizens  of  Ce- 
sarea, yet  did  those  citizens  run  upon  them  in 
((reat  crowds,  and  cut  their  throats,  and  the 
throats  of  their  wives  and  children,  and  this 
without  any  regard  to  the  Romans  themselves, 
who  never  took  us  for  their  enemies  till  we  re- 
volted from  them.    But  some  may  be  ready  to 
say.thattruly  the  people  of  Cesarea  had  always 
a  quarrel  against  those  that  lived  among  them, 
and  that  when  an  opportunity  offered  itself, 
they  only  satisfied  the  old  rancour  they  had 
agamst  them.  What  then  shall  we  say  to  those 
of  Scythopolis,who  ventured  towage  war  with 
us  on'  account  of  the  Greeks?      Nor  did  they 
do  it  by  way  of  revenge  upon  the   Romans, 
when  they  acted  in  concert  with  our  country- 
men.      Wherefore    you    see    how  little    our 
good-will  and   fidelity  to  them  profited    us, 
while  they  were  slain,  they  and  their  whole 
families    after    the    most    inhuman     manner, 
which   was  all    the  requital    that  was  made 
them  for  the  assistance  they  had  afforded  the 
others;  for  that  very  same  destruction  which 
they    had    prevented  from    falling  upon   the 
others,  did  they  suffer  themselves  from  them, 
as  if  they  had  been  ready  to   be  the  actors 
against  them.      It  would  he  too  long  for  me 
to    speak    at  this  time  of  every  destruction 
brought  upon  us:  for  you  cannot  but  know, 
that  there  was  not  any  one  Syrian  city  which 
did  not    slay  their    Jewish    inhabitants,  and 
were  not  more  bitter  enemies  to  us  than  were 
the  Romans  themselves:    nay,  even  those  of 
Damascus,'   when   they   W'ere  able  to  allege 


•  See  b.  ii  r.h.  xx.  sett  2,  where  the  oumher  of  the 
kitiri  is  but  lO.OUO 


courage  not  to  be  moved  by  any  dangers  in 
the  cause  of  liberty,  which  encouraged  us  all 
to  revolt  from  the  Romans.      But  then,  these 
advantages  stifTiced  us  hut  for  a  short  time, 
and  only  raised  our  hopes,  while  they  really 
appeared  to  be  the  origin  of   our  miseries; 
for  all  we  had  hath  been  taken   from  us,  and 
all  hath  fallen  under  our  enemies,  as  if  these 
advantages  were  only  to  render  their  victory 
over    us   the   more    glorious,   and    were    not 
disposed    for   the   preservation   of  those  by 
whom  these  preparations  were  made.     And 
as  for  those  that  are  already  dead  in  the  war, 
it    is    reasonable    we    should    esteem    them 
blessed,  for  they  are  dead  in   defending,  and 
not  in  betraying  their  liberty  ;  btit  as  to  the 
multitude  of  those  that  are  now  under  the  Ro- 
mans, who  would  not  pity  their  condition?  and 
who  would   not  make  haste  to  die,  before  he 
would  suffer  the  same  miseries  with  them  ? 
Some  of  them  have  been  put   upon  the  rack, 
and  tortured  with  fire  and  whippings,  and  so 
died.       Some    have    been    halfdevoured    by 
wild  beasts,  and  yet  have  been  reserved  alive 
to  be  devoured  by  them  a  second  time,  in  or- 
der to  afford  laughter  and   sport  to  our  ene- 
mies ;  and  such  of  those  as  are  alive  still,  are 
to  be  looked  on  as  the  most  miserable,  who, 
being  so  desirotis  of  death,  could   not  come 
at  it.      And  where  is  now  that  great  city,  the 
metropolis  of  the  Jewish   nation,  which  was 
fortified  by  so  many  walls  round  about,  which 
had  so  many  fortresses  and   large  towers  to 
defend  it,  which  could  hardly  contain  the  in- 
struments prepared   for   the  war,  and   which 
had   so  many  ten   thousands  of  men  to  fiirht 
for  it?     Where  is  this  city  that  was  believed 
to  have  God  himself  inhabiting  therein?     It 
is  now  demolished  to  the  very  foundations: 
and  hath  nothing  but  that  monument  of  it  pre- 
served. I  mean  the  camp  of  those  that  have  de- 
stroyed  it  which  still  dwells  upon  its  ruins ; 
some  unfortunate  old  men  also  lie  upon  the 
ashes  of  the  temple,  and  a  few  women  are 
there  preserved  alive  by  the  enemy,  for  our 
bitter  shame   and   reproach.       Now,    who  ia 
there  that  revolves  these  things  in  his  mind, 
and   yet  is  able  to  bear  the   sight  of  the  sun, 
though  he  might  live  out  of  danger?     Who 
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is  there  «o  much  his  country's  enemy,  or  so 
unmanly,  and  so  de?irous  of  living,  as  not  to 
repent  that  he  is  still  alive?      And  1  laniiot 
imt  wish  that  ne  had  all  died  before  we  had 
Feen  that  holy  city  demolished   by  the  hands 
of  our  enemies,   or   the   foundations  of    our 
holv  temple  dug  up  after  so  profane  a  man- 
rir.     But  since  we  hail  a  generous  hope  that 
liel'ided  us,  as  if  we  might  perhaps  have  been 
«l»le  ij>  avenge  ourselves  on  our  enemies  on 
th»t    aciount,    though    it    be    now    become 
vanity,  and  hath  left  us  alooe  in  this  distress, 
let  us  make  haste  to  die  bravely.     Let  us  pity 
ourselves,  our  children,  and  our  wives,  while 
it  is  in  our  power  to  show  pity  to  them  ;  for 
we  are  born  to  die,*  as  well  as  those   were 
whom   we  have   begotten ;    nor   is  it  in  the 
power  of  the  most  happy  of  our  race  to  avoid 
it.      But  for  abuses  and  slavery,  and    the  1 
sight  of  our  wives  led  away  after  an  ignomi- 
nious manner,  with  their  children,  these  are 
not  such  evils  as  are  natural   and  necessary 
among  men ;  although  such  as  do  not  prefer 
death   before  those   miseries,    when   it  is  in 
their  power  so  to  do,  must  undergo  even  them, 
on  account  of  their  own  cowardice.      We  re- 
volted from  the  Romans  with  great   preten- 
sions to  courage  ;  and  when,  at  the  very  last, 
they  invited    us  to    preserve   ourselves,    we 
would  not  comply  with   them.      Who  will 
not,  therefore,  believe  that  they  will  certainly 
be  in  a  rage  at    us,  in   case  they  can  take  us 
alive?      Miserable  will   then  be  the    young 
men.    who   will    be   strong    enoagh   in  their 
bodies  to  sustain   many  torments  !  miserable 
also  will  be  those  of  elder  years  who  will  not 
be  able  to  bear  those  calamities  which  young 
men  might  sustain!     One  man  will  be  obliged 
lo  bear  the  voice  of  his  son  imploring  help  of 
his  father,  when  his  hands  are  bound  1     But 
certainly  our  hands  are  still  at  liberty,  and 
have  a  sword  in  them  :  let  them  then  be  sub- 
servient to  us  in  our  glorious  design  ;  let  us 
die  before  we  become  slaves  under  our  ene- 
mies, and  let  us  go  out  of  the  world,  together 
with  our  children  and  our  wives,  in  a  state  of 
freedom.     This  it  is  that  our  laws  command 
-.13  to  do;  this  it  is  that  our  wives  and  chil- 
dren crave  at  our  hands;  nay,  God  himself 
hath  brought  this  necessity  upon  us  while  the 
Romans  desire   the   contrary,  and  are  afraid 
lest  any  of  us  should  die  before  we  are  taken. 
Let  us  therefore  make  haste,  and  instead  of 
affording  them  so  much  pleasure  as  they  hope 
for  in  getting  us  under   their  power,  let  us 
leave  them  an   example  which  shall  at  once 
cause   their  astonishment  at  our  death,  and 
their  admiration  of  our  hardiness  therein," 

•  RelanH  h?re  wti  doivn  a  parallrl  aphnrisin  ef  one  of 
the  Jewish  rahbms.  -  We  are  bom  tlial  we  may  die. 
and  die  that  we  may  live." 


Boor  vn. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

HOW  THK  PEOPLE  THAT  WERE  IN  IHK  FOB- 
TRESS  WEKE  PBEVAILFD  OS  BY  THK  WORDS 
or  ELEAZAU,  TWO  WOMEN  AND  FlVt  CHIL- 
DREN' ONLY  EXCEFTrD,  AND  ALL  S(;B1<IT- 
TED  TO  BE  KILLED  BY  ONE  ANOTHER. 

§  1.  Now  as  Eleazar  was  proceeding  on  in 
this  exhortation,  thev  ail  cut  him  off  short,  and 
made  haste  to  tlo  tDe  work,  as  full  of  an  un. 
conquerable  ardour  of  mind,  and  moved  wHth 
a  demoniacal  fury.  So  they  went  their  ways, 
as  one  still  endeavouring  to  be  before  another, 
and  as  thinking  that  this  eagerness  woidd  be 
a  demonstration  of  their  couraee  and  good 
conduct,  if  they  could  avoid  appearing  in  tbe 
last  ilass  :  so  great  was  the  zeal  they  were  in 
to  Slav  their  wives  and  children,  and  them- 
selves also!  Nor  indeed,  when  they  came  to 
tbe  work  itself,  did  their  courage  fiiil  them, 
as  one  might  imagine  it  would  have  done , 
but  they  then  held  fast  the  same  resolution, 
without  wavering,  which  they  had  upon  the 
bearing  of  Eleazar's  speech,  while  yet  every 
one  of  them  still  retained  the  natural  passion 
of  love  to  themselves  and  their  families,  be- 
cause the  reasoning  they  went  upon  appeared 
to  them  to  be  very  just,  even  with  regard  to 
those  that  were  dearest  to  them  ;  for  the  hus- 
bands tenderly  embraced  their  wives,  and 
took  their  children  into  their  arms,  and  gave 
the  longest  parting  kisses  to  them,  with  tears 
in  their  eyes.  Yet  at  the  same  time  did  they 
complete  .vhat  they  had  resolved  on,  as  if  they 
had  been  executed  by  the  hands  of  strangers, 
and  they  bad  nothing  else  for  their  comfort 
but  the  necessity  they  were  in  of  doing  this 
execution,  to  avoid  that  prospect  they  had  of 
the  miseries  they  were  to  suffer  from  their 
enemies.  Nor  was  there  at  length  any  one 
of  these  men  found  that  scrupled  to  act  their 
part  in  this  terrible  execution,  but  every  one  of 
them  dispatched  his  dearest  relations.  Miser- 
able men  indeed  were  they!  whose  distress, 
forced  them  to  slay  their  own  wives  and  chil- 
dren with  their  own  hands,  as  the  lightest  of 
those  evils  that  were  before  them.  So  they 
being  not  able  to  bear  the  grief  they  were 
under  for  what  they  had  done  any  longer,  and 
esteeming  it  an  injury  to  those  they  had  slain, 
to  live  even  the  shortest  space  of  time  after 
them, — they  presently  laid  all  they  had  in  a 
heap,  and  set  fire  to  it.  They  then  chose  ten 
men  by  lot  out  of  them,  to  slay  all  the  rest ; 
every  one  of  whom  laid  himself  down  by  his 
wife  and  children  on  the  ground,  and  threw 
his  arms  about  them,  and  they  offered  their 
necks  to  the  stroke  of  those  who  by  lot  exe- 
cuted that  melancholy  oifice:  and  when  thes« 
ten  had,  without  fear,  slain  them  all,  they 
made  the  same  rule  for  casting  lots  for  them, 
i  selves,  that  he  whose  lot  it  was  ahould  fii&t 
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kill  the  other  nine,  and  after  all,  should  kill 
himself.  Accordingly,  all  these  had  courage 
Butlirienf  to  be  r^o  way  behind  one  another  in 
doin^  or  suffering;  so,  for  a  conclusion,  the 
nine  offere<i  their  necks  to  the  executioner, 
and  he  who  was  the  last  of  all  took  aviewof  all 
the  other  bodies,  lest  perchance  some  or  other 
among  so  many  that  were  slain  should  watit 
his  assistance  to  be  quite  dispatched  ;  and 
when  hf-  ,^  .xieived  that  they  were  all  slain,  he 
set  fire  to  the  palace,  and  with  the  great  force 
of  hiii  hand  ran  bis  sword  ctitirelv  through 
himself,  and  fell  down  dead  near  to  hi^  own 
relations.  So  these  people  died  with  this  in- 
tention, that  they  would  leave  not  so  much 
as  one  soul  among  them  all  alive  to  be  sub- 
ject to  the  Romans.  Yet  was  there  an  an- 
cient woman,  and  another  who  was  of  kin  to 
Eleazar,  and  superior  to  most  women  in  pru- 
dence and  learning,  with  five  children,  who 
had  concealed  themselves  in  caverns  under 
ground,  and  had  carried  water  thither  for 
their  drink,  and  were  hidden  there  when  the 
rest  were  intent  upon  the  slaughter  of  one 
another.  Those  others  were  nine  hundred 
and  sixty  in  number,  the  women  and  children 
being  withal  included  in  that  computation. — 
This  calamitous  slaughter  was  made  on  the 
fifteenth  day  of  the  month  Xanthicus  [Nisan]. 
"1.  Now  for  the  Romans,  thev  expected 
;ha^  they  should  be  fought  in  the  morning, 
wlipji  accordingly  they  put  on  their  armour, 
and  laid  bridges  of  planks  upon  their  ladders 
tVoni  their  banks,  to  make  an  assault  up<m 
ihe  fortress,  which  they  did  ;  but  saw  nobodv 
«8  ar;  enemy,  but  a  terrible  solitude  on  every 
sidf,  with  a  fire  within  the  place,  as  well  as  a 
perfect  silence.  So  they  were  at  a  loss  to 
gtie-s  at  what  had  happened.  At  length  thev 
made  a  shout,  as  if  it  had  been  at  a  blow 
given  by  the  battering-ram,  to  trv  whether 
they  could  bring  any  one  out  that  was  within  : 
the  women  heard  this  noise,  and  came  out  of 
their  underground  cavern,  and  informed  the 
Ron  ans  what  had  been  done,  as  it  was  done; 
•and  the  second  of  them  clearly  described  all 
botl.  what  was  said  and  what  was  done,  and 
tie  manner  of  it;  yet  did  they  not  easily  give 
t  lei'  attention  to  such  a  desperate  undertak- 
ing, ir.d  did  not  believe  it  could  be  as  thev 
s.iid  they  also  attempted  to  put  the  fire  out. 
a  id  'uickly  cutting  themselves  a  way  through 
it,  they  came  within  the  palace,  and  so  met 
wit^  the  multitude  of  the  slain,  but  could 
t>ik :  no  pleasure  in  the  fact,  though  it  were 
done  to  their  enemies.  Nor  could  they  do 
o*her  than  wonder  at  the  courage  of  their  re- 
si.lutioD,  and  the  immovable  contempt  of 
d?ath  which  so  great  a  number  of  them  bad 
■hown,  when  they  went  through  with  such  an 
action  as  that  was. 


CHAPTER  X. 

THAT  MANY  OF  THE  SICARIl  FLED  TO  ALEX- 
ANDRIA ALSO,  AND  WHAT  DANGERS  THEY 
WERE  IN  THERE;  ON  WHICH  ACCOIINT 
THAT  TEMPLE  WHICH  HAD  FORMERLY 
BEEN  BUILT  BY  ONlAS.  TlIK  Illflll-PRlEfiT, 
WAS  DEaTEOYED. 

§  1.  When  Masada  was  thus  taken,  the  ge- 
neral left  a  garrison  in  the  fortress  to  keep 
it,  and  he  hinij^elf  went  away  to  Ceserea;  for 
there  were  now  no  enemies  left  in  the  country, 
it  being  all  overthrown  by  so  long  a  war.  Yet 
did  this  war  atford  disturbances  and  danger- 
ous disorders  even  in  placce  very  iar  remote 
from  Judea;  for  still  it  came  to  pass  that 
many  Jews  were  slain  at  Alexandriain  Egypt; 
for  as  many  of  the  Stcarii  as  were  able  to  fly 
thither,  out  of  the  seditious  wars  in  Judea, 
were  not  content  to  have  saved  themselves, 
hut  must  needs  be  undertaking  to  make  new 
disturbances,  and  persuaded  many  of  those 
that  entertained  them  to  assert  their  liberty, 
to  esteem  the  Romans  to  be  no  better  than 
themselves,  and  to  look  upon  God  as  their 
only  Lord  and  Master.  But  when  part  of 
the  Jews  of  reputation  opposed  tbeni,  ihey 
slew  some  of  thein,  and  with  the  others  they 
were  very  pressing  in  their  exhortations  to 
revolt  from  the  Romans;  but  when  the  prin- 
cipal  men  of  the  senate  saw  what  miiflness 
they  were  come  to,  they  thought  it  no  lunger 
safe  for  themselves  to  overlook  them.  S<i  thev 
got  all  the  Jews  together  to  an  assembly,  and 
accused  the  madness  of  the  Stcarii^  and  de- 
monstrated that  thev  had  been  the  authors  of 
all  the  evils  that  had  come  upon  them.  They 
said  also,  that  "  these  men,  now  they  were 
run  away  from  Judea,  having  no  sure  hope 
of  escaping,  because  as  soon  as  ever  they  shall 
be  known,  they  will  be  soon  destroyed  by  the 
Romans,  they  come  hither  and  till  us  full  of 
those  calamities  which  belong  to  them,  while 
we  have  not  been  partakers  with  them  in  any 
of  their  sins."  Accordingly  they  exhorted 
the  multitude  to  have  a  care,  lest  they  should 
be  brought  to  destruction  by  their  means,  and 
to  make  their  apology  to  the  Romans  for  what 
had  been  done,  by  delivering  these  men  up  to 
them;  who  being  thus  apprized  of  the  great- 
ness of  the  danger  they  were  in,  complied  with 
what  was  proposed,  and  ran  with  great  vio- 
lence upon  the  Sicarii,  and  seized  upon  them; 
and,  indeed,  six  hundred  of  them  were  caught 
immediately:  but  as  to  all  those  that  fled  in- 
to Egypt,*  and  to  the  Egyptian  Thebes,  it 

•  Since  Josrpbns  here  informs  us  that  some  of  these 
Sicarit.  or  ruffians,  went  from  Alexandria  (which  wa« 
it<elf  in  Kpypt.  in  a  lari:e  sense)  into  Fevpt,  and  Thehet 
there  situated.  Reland  well  observes,  from  Vossius,  ttuit 
K?*pt  Kimeliines  denotes  Proper  or  Upper  K?\pt,  ai 
distinct  from  the  Helta.  And  the  lower  pfirts  near  Falefc 
tinr-    AccordineU.  as  be  aUds,  tJiose  that  Bay  it  unr 
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was  not  long  ere  they  were  caught  also,  and 
brought  back, — whose  courage,  or  whether 
we  ought  to  call  it  madness,  or  hardiness  in 
their  opinions,  everybody  was  amazed  at ;  for 
when  all  sorts  of  torments  and  vexations  of 
their  bodies  that  could  be  devised  were  made 
use  of  to  them,  they  could  not  get  any  one 
of  them  to  comply  so  far  as  to  confess,  or 
seem  to  confess,  that  Cxsar  was  their  lord  ; 
but  they  preserved  their  own  opinion,  in  spite 
of  all  the  distress  they  were  bro'ight  to,  as  if 
they  received  these  torments  and  the  fire  itself 
with  bodies  insensible  of  pain,  and  with  a 
eoul  that  in  a  manner  rejoiced  under  them. 
But  what  was  most  of  all  astonishing  to  the 
beholders,  was  the  courage  of  the  children ; 
for  not  one  of  these  children  was  so  far  over- 
come  bv  these  torments,  as  to  name  Ciesar  for 
their  lord.  So  tiar  does  the  strength  of  the 
courage  [of  the  soul]  prevail  over  the  weak- 
ness of  the  body. 

2.    Now  Lupus  did  then  govern  Alexan 


mos  was  called  the  Noroos  of  Heliopolii, 
where  Onias  built  a  fortress  and  a  temple, 
not  like  to  that  at  Jerusalem,  but  such  as 
resembled  a  tower.  He  built  it  of  large 
stones  to  the  hei[;ht  of  sixty  cubits;  he  made 
the  structure  ot  the  altar  in  imitation  of  that 
in  our  own  country,  and  in  like  manner 
adorned  with  gifts,  excepting  the  make  of  the 
candlestick,  for  he  did  not  make  a  candle- 
stick, but  had  a  [single]  lamp  hammered  out 
of  a  piece  of  gold,  which  illuminated  the  place 
with  its  rays,  and  which  he  hung  by  a  chain 
of  gold ;  but  the  entire  temple  was  encom- 
passed with  a  wall  of  burnt  brick,  though  it 
bad  gates  of  stone.  The  king  also  gave  him 
a  large  country  for  a  revenue  in  money,  that 
both  the  priests  might  have  a  plentiful  pro- 
vision  made  for  them,  and  that  God  might 
have  great  abundance  of  what  things  were  ne- 
cessary for  his  worship.  Yet  did  not  Onias 
do  this  out  of  a  sober  disposition,  but  he  bad 
a  mind  to  contend  with  the  Jews  at  Jerusalem, 


dria,  who  presently  sent  Caesar  word  of  this  I  and  could   not  forget  the  indignation  he  had 


commotion;  who  having  in  suspicion  the  rest 
less  temper  of  the  Jews  for  innovation,  and 
eing  afraid  lest  they  should  get  together  again 
and  persuade  some  others  to  join  with  them, 
gave  orders  to  Lupus  to  demolish  that  Jewish 
temple  which  was  in  the  region  called  Onion,* 
and  was  in  Egypt,  which  was  built  and  had 
its  denomination  from  the  occasion  follow- 
ing:— Onias,  the  son  of  Simon,  one  of  the 
Jewish  high-priests,  fled  from  Antioihus  the 
king  of  Syria,  when  he  made  war  with  the 
Jews,  and  came  to  Ale-xandria ;  and  as  Pto 


for  being  banished  thence.  Accordingly,  he 
thought  that  by  building  this  temple  he  should 
draw  away  a  great  numher  from  ibera  to  him- 
self. There  had  been  also  a  certain  ancient 
prediction  made  by  a  [prophet]  whose  name 
was  L«aiah,  about  six  hundred  years  before, 
that  this  temple  should  be  built  by  a  man  that 
was  a  Jew  in  Egypt.  J  And  this  is  the  history 
of  the  building  of  that  temple. 

4.  And  now  Lupus,  the  governor  of  Alex- 
andria, upon  the  receipt  of  Caesar's  letter, 
came  to  the  temple,  and  carried  out  of  it  some 


lemv  received  him  verv  kindly  on  account  of  I  of  the  donations  dedicated  thereto,  and  shut 


his  hatred  to  Antiochus,  he  assured  him,  that 
if  he  would  comply  with  his  proposal,  he 
would  bring  nil  the  Jews  to  his  assistance; 
and  when  the  king  agreed  to  do  it  so  far  as 
he  was  able,  he  desired  him  to  give  him  leave 
to  build  a  temple  somewhere  in  Egypt,  and 
to  worship  God  according  to  the  customs  of 
bis  own   country;   for  that  the  Jews  would  i  sacred  place 


up  the   temple  itself;    and  as   Lupus  died  i 

little  afterward,  Paulinus   succeeded  him 

This  man  left  none  of  these  donations  there, 
and  threatened  the  priests  severely  if  they  did 
not  bring  them  all  out ;  nor  did  he  permit 
any  who  were  desirous  of  worshipping  God 
there,  so  much  as  to  come  near  the  whole 
but  when  he  bad  shut  up  the 


then  be  so  much  readier  to  fight  against  An- 
tiochus, who  had  laid  waste  the  temple  at  Je- 
rusalem, and  that  they  would  then  come  to 
him  with  greater  good-will ;  and  that,  by 
granting  them  liberty  of  conscience,  very 
manv  of  them  would  come  over  to  him. 

3.  So  Ptolemy  complied  with  his  proposals, 
and  gave  him  a  place  one  hundred  and  eighty 
furlongs  distant  from  Memphis-f     That  No- 

raios  in  Ejtypt.  most  mean  tbe  Proper  or  t'pper  EpiT>t. 
bttuiuse  it  does  sometimes  rain  in  itw  other  pa^ts.  See 
Uie  note  on  Antiq.  b.  it  cb.  vii.  sect.  7;  and  b.  iii.  ch. 
L  Mct.  C 

*  ttf  this  temple  of  Onins^  building  in  Eeypt.  see  the 
notes  on  Antiq.  b.  siiL  ch.  iii.  sect  1,  t>ut  wliereas  it  is 
elsewhere,  both  of  the  War.  h.  i.  rh.  I  sec*.  I.  and  in  the 
Antiq.  as  now  qno'ed.  said  thai  Ihis  tempir  was  like  to 
that  at  Jt^rusaiem.  and  here  that  il  was  not  like  il.  but 
like  a  tower,  sect.  3.  there  is  some  reason  to  FOspeet  Ihe 
readintr  here,  and  Ihal  eitlier  the  neeattre  particle  is  here 
to  l>e  blotted  out,  or  Ihe  word  enlire/u  added. 

+  Me  must  observe,  thai  Josephws  here  speaks  of 
Antiochus,  «ho  profaned  the  lemtd--.  as  now  alive 
tfc'beo  Oouu  ha^  iea\c  given  hue  by  Philometox  to  biuU 


gates,  he  made  it  entirely  inaccessible,  inso- 
much that  there  remained  no  longer  the  least- 
footsteps  of  any  divine  worship  that  had  been 
in  that  place.  Now  the  duration  of  the  time 
from  the  building  of  this  temple  till  it  wag 
shut  up  again,  was  three  hundred  and  forty- 
three  years.     , 

his  temple:  whereas  it  seems  not  to  hare  been  actnallj 
built  till  about  fifteen  years  afterwards.  Yet,  because  it 
is  said  in  the  Antiq.  that  Onias  went  to  Philometor.  b. 
xiL  cb.  ix  sect  7,  during  the  life-time  of  that  Antiocbu^ 
it  is  probable  he  petitioned,  aud  perhaps  oht&ined  hU 
leave  them,  though  it  were  not  actually  built  or  finilhi^ 
tilt  fifteen  years  afterward. 
!  Isa.  lii.  18-33. 


CRAP.  XI. 


WARS  OF  THE  JEWS. 


783 


CHAPTER  XI. 

CONCEttNINO  JONATHAN,  ONE  OF  THE  SICARII, 
THAT  STIRRED  DP  A  SEDITION  IN  CYRENE, 
AND  WAS  A  FALSE  ACCUSER  [OF  THE  INNO- 
CENT.] 

§  1.  And  now  did  the  madness  of  the  S/carii, 
like  a  disease,  reach  us  far  as  the  cities  of  Gy- 
rene ;  for  one  Jonathan,  a  vile  person,  and  hy 
trade  a  weaver,  came  thither  and  prevailed 
with  no  small  number  of  the  poorer  sort  to 
give  ear  to  him;  he  also  led  them  into  the 
desert,  upon  promising  them  that  he  would 
show  them  signs  and  apparitions  ;  and  as  for 
the  other  Jews  of  Cyrene,  he  concealed  his 
knavery  from  them,  and  put  tricks  upon  them; 
hut  those  of  the  greatest  dignity  among  them 
iiformed  Catullus,  the  governor  of  the  Libyan 
Pentapolis,  of  his  march  into  the  desert,  and 
of  the  preparations  he  had  made  for  it.  So 
he  sent  out  after  him  both  horsemen  and  foot- 
men, and  easily  overcame  them,  because  they 
were  unarmed  men :  of  these,  many  were 
slain  in  the  fight,  but  some  were  taken  alive, 
and  brought  to  Catullus.  As  for  Jonathan, 
the  head  of  this  plot,  he  fled  away  at  that 
time ;  but  upon  a  great  and  very  diligent 
search  which  was  made  all  the  coutitry  over  for 
him,  he  was  at  list  taken  ;  and  when  he  was 
brought  to  Catullus,  he  devised  a  way  where- 
bv  he  both  escaped  pimishment  himself,  and 
afforded  an  occasion  to  Catullus  of  doing 
much  mischief;  for  he  falsely  accused  the 
richest  men  among  the  Jews,  and  said  that 
they  had  put  him  upon  what  he  did. 

2.  Now  Catullus  easily  admitted  of  these 
his  calumnies,  and  aggravated  matters  greatly, 
and  m.ide  tragical  exclamations  that  he  might 
also  be  supposed  to  have  had  a  hand  in  the 
finishing  of  the  Jewish  war  ;  but  what  was 
still  harder,  he  did  not  only  give  a  too  easy 
belief  to  his  stories,  hut  he  taught  the  Sicarii 
to  accuse  men  falsely.  He  bade  this  Jona- 
nathan,  therefore,  name  one  Alexander,  a  Jew 
(with  whom  he  had  formerly  had  a  quarrel, 
and  openly  professed  that  he  hated  him);  he 
also  ,pot  him  to  name  his  wife  Bernice,  as 
concerned  with  him.  These  two  Catullus 
ordered  to  be  slain  in  the  first  place ;  nay, 
after  them  he  caused  all  the  rich  and  wealthy 
Jews  to  be  slain,  being  no  fewer  in  all  than 
three  thousand.  This,  he  thought,  he  might 
do  safely,  because  he  confiscated  their  effects, 
end  added  them  to  Cesar's  revenues. 

SL  Nay,  indeed,  lest  any  Jews  that  lived 


elsewhere  should  convict  him  of  his  villany, 
he  extended  his  false  accusations  farther,  and 
persuaded  Jonathan,  and  certain  others  that 
were  caught  with  him,  to  bring  an  accusation 
of  attempts  for  innovation  against  the  Jews 
that  were  of  the  best  character  both  at  Alex- 
andria and  at  Rome.  One  of  these,  against 
whom  this  treacherous  accusation  was  laid, 
was  Josephus,  the  writer  of  these  books. — 
However,  this  plot,  thus  contrived  by  Catul- 
lus did  not  succeed  according  to  his  hopes; 
for  though  he  came  himself  to  Rome,  and 
brought  Jonathan  and  his  companions  along 
with  him  in  bonds,  and  thought  he  should 
have  had  no  farther  inquisition  made  as  to 
those  lies  that  were  forged  under  his  govern- 
ment, or  by  his  means,  yet  did  Vespasian  sus- 
pect the  matter,  and  make  an  inquiry  how 
far  it  was  true;  and  when  he  understood  that 
the  accusation  laid  against  the  Jews  was  an 
unjust  one,  he  cleared  them  of  the  crimes 
charged  upon  them  ;  and  this,  on  account  of 
Titus's  concern  about  the  matter,  and  brought 
a  deserved  punishment  upon  Jonathan;  for  he 
was  first  tormented,  and  then  burnt  alive. 

4.  But  as  to  Catullus,  the  emperors  were 
so  gentle  to  him,  that  he  underwent  no  severe 
condemnation  at  this  time;  yet  was  it  not 
long  before  he  fell  into  a  complicated  and  al- 
most incurable  distemper,  and  died  miserably. 
He  was  not  only  afflicted  in  body,  but  the 
distemper  in  his  mind  was  more  heavy  upon 
him  than  the  other ;  for  he  was  terribly  dis- 
turbed, and  continually  cried  out,  that  he  saw 
the  ghosts  of  those  whom  he  had  slain  stand- 
ing before  him.  Whereupon  he  was  not  able 
to  contain  himself,  hut  leaped  out  of  his  bed, 
as  if  both  torments  and  fire  were  brougnt  to 
him.  This  his  distemper  grew  still  a  great 
deal  worse  and  worse  conlinually,  and  his 
verv  entrails  were  so  corroded,  that  they  fell 
out  of  his  body,  and  in  that  condition  he  died. 
Thus  he  became  as  great  an  instance  of  divine 
providence  as  ever  was.  and  demonstrated 
that  God  punishes  wicked  men. 

5.  And  here  we  shall  put  an  end  to  this 
our  history ;  wherein  we  formerly  promised 
to  deliver  the  same  with  all  accuracy,  to  such 
as  should  he  desirous  of  understanding  after 
what  manner  this  war  of  the  Romans  with 
the  Jews  was  managed.  Of  which  history, 
how  good  the  style  is,  must  be  left  to  the 
determination  of  the  readers  ;  but  for  the 
agreement  with  the  facts,  I  shall  not  scruple 
to  say,  and  that  boldly,  that  truth  hath  been 
what  I  have  alone  aimed  at  through  its  entire 
composition. 
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§  1,  I  scrPosE  tbat,  by  my  books  of  the  An-  ] 
tiquilies  of  the  Jews,  most  excellent  Epaphro- 
ditus.t  I  have  made  it  evident  to  those  who 
peruse  them»  that  our  Jewish  nation  is  of  very 
great  antiquity,  and  had  a  distinct  subsistence 
of  its  own  originally ;  as  also,  I  have  therein 

•  Tbls  first  book  hai  k  wronir  title.  It  is  not  written 
a^inst  Apion,  at  i»  the  first  part  of  the  second  book, 
but  a^inst  thos*  Greeks  in  peneral  who  woald  not  be- 
lieve Josephus's  former  accounts  of  the  Tery  ancient 
state  of  the  Jewish  nation,  in  his  ti  books  of  AntiqaU 
ties;  and  particularly  acainst  Aifatharchides,  Man<?tho, 
Cheremon,  and  l.vsimachus.  It  is  ona  of  the  niost 
learned,  excellent,' and  uwfut  books  of  all  antiquity; 
and  Dpon  Jerome's  perusal  of  this,  and  the  following 
books,  be  declares,  that  it  seems  to  him  a  miraculous 
thing  "how  one  that  was  a  Hebrew,  who  bad  been 
from  his  infanry  instnicted  in  socred  leaminR.  should 
oe  able  to  produce  snch  a  number  of  testimonies  ont  of 
pittfane  aothom.  as  if  he  had  read  OTsr  all  the  Grecian 
libraries,"  EpiiVf^  ad  Magnum  .-  and  the  learned  Jew, 
Manasseh-Ben-lsrael.  eMeemed  these  two  books  so  ex- 
cellent, as  to  translate  them  into  tlie  Hebrew;  this  we 
learn  from  bis  own  catalocue  of  bis  works,  which  1  have 
seen.  As  to  the  time  and  place,  when  and  where  these 
two  books  were  written,  the  learned  have  not  hitherto 
betfu  able  to  determine  Iheni  any  farther  than  that  they 
were  written  some  time  aftor  bis  Antiquities,  or  some 
time  after  A. p. ai;  which  indeed  is  too  obvioas  at  their 
entrance  to  be  overlooked  by  e\en  a  careless  peruser, 
Ihey  beinfi  directly  intended  aRainst  those  that  would 
not  believe  what  he  had  advanced  in  those  books  coo- 
cercing  the  great  antiquity  of  tht-  Jewish  nation.  As 
to  the  place,  they  all  .magine  that  these  two  hooks  were 
written  where  the  dinner  were.  1  mean  at  Home;  and 
I  confess,  that  1  myself  believed  both  those  determina- 
tioM,  till  1  came  to  finish  my  noles  upon  these  books, 
vben  1  met  with  plain  indications  that  they  were  writ- 
ten not  at  Rome,  but  in  Judea,  and  this  alter  the  third 
year  of  Trajan,  or  a.d.  100. 

+  Take  Dr.  Hudson's  note  here,  which,  as  it  justly 
•ontradicts  the  common  opinions  that  Josephus  either 
died  under  Domitian,  or  at  least  wrote  nothing  later 
than  bis  days,  so  does  it  perfectly  agree  to  my  own  de- 
trnnination,  from  Justus  of  Tiberias,  that  he  wrote  or 
Aaiabcd  hu  ova  Iaf«  aflei  the  third  of  Trajan,  or  a.d. 


declared  how  we  came  to  inhabit  Ibis  country 
wherein  we  now  live.  Those  Antiquities 
contain  the  history  of  five  thousand  years, 
and  are  taken  out  of  our  sacred  books;  but 
are  translated  by  me  into  the  Greek  tongue 
However,  since  I  observe  a  considerable  num 
ber  of  people  giving  ear  to  the  reproaches  that 
are  laid  against  us  by  those  who  bear  ill-will 
to  us,  and  will  not  believe  what  I  have  written 
concerning  the  antiquity  of  our  nation,  while 
they  take  it  for  a  plain  sign  that  our  nation 
is  of  a  late  date,  because  they  are  not  so  muck 
as  vouchsafed  a  bare  mention  by  the  most  fa- 
mous hisluriographeis  among  the  Grecians,  I 
therefore  have  thought  myself  under  an  obliga- 
tion to  write  somewhat  briefly  about  these  sub- 
jects in  order  to  convict  those  that  reproach  us 
of  spite  and  voluntary  falsehood,  and  to  correct 
the  ignorance  of  others,  and  withal  to  instruct 
i  all  those  who  are  desirous  of  knowing  the 
truth  of  what  great  antiquity  we  really  are. 
I  As  for  the  witnesses  whom  I  shall  produce  for 
the  proof  of  what  I  say,  they  shall  be  such  as 
'  are  esteemed  to  be  of  the  greatest  reputation 
for  truth,  and  the  most  skilful  in  the  know- 
1  ledge  of  all  antiquity,  by  the  Greeks  them- 

1 100.    To  which  Noldius  also  agrees,  d^  Herod,  No.  383. 

I  [EpaphrodUug.]     "  Since  Flavins  Josephus  (aaj-s  Pr. 

i  Iludson)  wrote  [or  finished]  his  books  of  Antiquitiea 

1  on  the  thirteenth  of  Domitian  [a.  d.  93],  and  after  that 

I  wrote  the  MemoiriJ  of  his  own  Life,  as  an  appendix  to 

I  the  books  cf  Antiquities,  and  at  last  his  two  books 

against  Apion,  and  yet  dedicated  all  those  writings  to 

I  Epaphroditue,  he  can  hardly  be  that  Epaphroditus  who 

i  was  formerly  t:erretarv  to  Nero,  and  was  slain  on  th« 

fourteenth  [or  fifteenth]  of  Domitian,  after  he  had  been 

for  a  good  while  in  banishment ;  but  another  Epaphn> 

ditus,  a  freed-man,  and  procurator  of  Trajaa,  as  sajs 

Grotioi  OQ  Luke  i.  3." 
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wires.  I  will  «l»o  «bow,  that  those  who 
Dare  written  so  reproachfully  and  falsely  about 
us,  are  to  be  convicted  by  what  they  have 
writtenthemseivestotbe contrary.  Ishallabo 
endeavour  to  give  an  account  of  the  reasons 
why  it  hath  so  happened,  that  there  hath  not 
been  a  great  number  of  Greeks  who  have  made 
mention  of  our  nation  in  their  histories.  I  will 
however  bring  those  Grecians  to  lipiht  who 
have  not  omitted  such  our  history,  for  the  sake 
of  those  that  either  do  not  know  them,  or  pre- 
tend not  to  know  them  already. 

2.  And  now,  in  the  first  place,  I  cannot 
but  greatly  wonder  at  those  men,  who  sup- 
pose that  we  must  attend  to  none  but  Gre- 
cians, when  we  are  inquiring  about  the  most 
ancient  facts,  and  must  inform  ourselves  of 
their  truth  from  them  only,  while  we  must 

', uot  believe  ourselves  nor  other  men;  for  I 
am  convinced  that  the  very  reverse  is  the 
truth  of  the  case.  I  mean  this, — if  we  will 
not  be  led  by  vain  opinions,  but  will  make  in- 
quiry after  truth  from  facts  themselves;  for 

..they  will  find,  that  almost  all  which  concerns 
the  Greeks  happened  not  long  ago ;  nay,  one 

.may  say.  is  of  yesterday  only.  1  speak  of 
the  building  of  their  cities,  the  invention  of 
their  arts,  and  the  description  of  their  laws ; 
and  as  for  their  care  about  the  writing  down 
of  their  histories,  it  is  very  near  the  last  thing 
they  set  about.  However,  they  acknowledge 
themselves  so  far,  that  they  were  the  Egyp- 
tians, the  Chaldeans,  and  the  Phoenicians  (for 
I  will  not  now  reckon  ourselves  among  them) 
that  have  preserved  the  memorials  of  the  most 
ancient  and  most  lasting  traditions  of  man- 
kind ;    for  almost  all  these    nations    inhabit 

'such  countries  as  are  least  subject  to  destruc- 
tion from  the  world  about  them ;  and  these 
also  have  taken  especial  care  to  have  nothing 
omitted  of  what  was  [remarkably]  done 
among  them ;  but  their  history  was  esteemed 
sacred,  and  put  into  public  tables,  as  written 
by  men  of  the  greatest  wisdom  they  had 
among  fhem  ;  but  as  for  the  place  where  the 
Grecians  inhabit,  ten  thousand  destructions 
have  overtaken  it,  and  blotted  out  the  memo- 
ry of  former  actions  ;  so  that  they  were  ever 
beginning  a  new  way  of  living,  and  supposed 
that  every  one  of  them  was  the  origin  of  their 
new  state.  It  was  also  late,  and  with  diffi- 
culty, that  they  came  to  know  the  letters 
they  now  use;  for  those  who  would  advance 
their  use  of  these  letters  to  the  greatest  anti- 
quity, pretend  that  they  learned  them  from 
the  Phtenicians  and  from  Cadmus  ;  yet  is 
nobody  able  to  demonstrate  that  they  have 
any  writing  preserved  from  that  time,  neither 
in  their  temples,  nor  in  any  other  public  mo- 
numents. This  appears,  because  the  time 
when  those  lived  who  went  to  the  Trojan  war, 
so  many  years  afterward,  is  in  great  doubt, 
and  great  inquiry  is  made  whether  the  Greeks 
used  their  letters  at  that  time  ;  and  the  most 
prevailing  opinion,  and  that  nearest  the  truth. 


is,  that  their  present  way  of  using  those  lettett 
was  unknown  at  that  time.  However,  there 
is  not  any  writing  which  the  Greeks  agree  to 
be  genuine  among  them  ancienter  then  Ho- 
mer's Poema,  who  must  plainly  be  confessed 
later  than  the  Siege  of  Troy:  nay,  the  report 
goes,  that  even  he  did  not  leave  his  poems  in 
writing,  but  that  their  memory  was  preserved 
in  songs,  and  they  were  put  together  after- 
ward ;  and  this  is  the  reason  sf  such  a  num- 
ber of  variations  as  are  found  in  them.*  As  for 
those  who  set  themselves  about  writing  their 
histories,  I  mean  such  as  Cadmus  of  Miletus, 
and  Acusilaus  of  Argos,  end  any  others  that 
may  be  mentioned  as  succeeding  Acusilaus, 
they  lived  but  a  little  wbile  before  the  Per- 
sian expedition  into  Qreece.  But  then  for 
those  that  first  introduced  philosophy,  and  the 
consideration  of  things  celestial  and  divine 
among  them,  such  as  Pherecydes  the  Syrian, 
and  Pythagoras,  and  Thales,  all  with  one  con- 
sent agree,  that  they  learned  what  they  knew 
of  the  Egyptians  and  Chaldeans,  and  wrote 
but  little.  And  these  are  the  things  which  are 
supposed  to  be  the  oldest  of  all  among  the 
Greeks ;  and  they  have  much  ado  to  believe 
that  the  writings  ascribed  to  those  men  are 
genuine. 

3.  How  can  it  then  be  other  than  an  ab- 
surd thing  for  the  Greeks  to  be  so  proud,  aind 
to  vaunt  themselves  to  be  the  only  people  that 
are  acquainted  with  antiquity,  and  that  have 
delivered  the  true  accounts  of  those  early 
times  after  an  accurate  manner !  Nay,  who 
is  there  that  cannot  easily  gather  from  the 
Greek  writers  themselves,  that  they  knew  but 
little  on  any  good  foundation  when  they  set 
to  write,  but  rather  wrote  their  histories  from 
their  own  conjectures!  Accordingly,  they 
confute  one  another  in  their  own  books  to 
purpose,  and  are  not  ashamed  to  give  us  ths 
most  contradictory  accounts  of  the  same 
things:  and  I  should  spend  my  time  to  littl' 
purpose,  if  I  should  pretend  to  teach  the 
Greeks  that  which  they  know  better  than  I 
already,  what  a  great  disagreement  there  i' 
between  Hellanicus  and  Acusilaus  about  theil 
genealogies ;  in  how  many  cases  Acusilauf 
corrects  Hesiod  :  or  after  what  manner  Epho 
rus  demonstrates  Hellanicus  to  have  told  lies 
in  the  greatest  part  of  his  history ;  as  does 
Timeus  in  like  manner  as  to  Ephorus,  and 
the  succeeding  writers  do  to  Timeus,  and  all 
the  later  writers  do  to  Herodotus  ;"f  nor  could 

*  Thi.'f  preservation  of  Homer's  Poems  by  memory, 
and  not  by  bis  own  writing  them  down,  and  tbat  thence 
they  were  styled  KbapsotiieM,  as  sung  b.v  him.  like  bal- 
lad^ by  parts,  and  not  composed  and  cvnoected  togetner 
in  complete  works,  are  opinions  well  known  from  the 
ancient  commentators,  though  such  supposal  se«ms 
to  myself  as  well  as  to  Fabriciu.f,  Biblioth.  Grv^.  \.  p. 
269,  and  to  otherp,  highly  improbable.  Nor  does  Jwe- 
phus  say  there  were  no  ancienter  writinps  among  the 
Greeks  than  Homer's  Poems,  but  that  they  did  not 
fuUy  own  any  ancienter  writings  pretending  to  such 
antiquity  :  which  is  true. 

t  It  well  deserves  to  be  considered,  that  .Tosephus  here 

says,  how  all  the  following  tJreek  bistoriucs  looked  on 

HeredotUf  as  a  iabQlouii  author,  and  pr*s«DtlT,  fi«ct.l4, 

8P 
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Timeus  agree  with  Antiochus  and  Philistius, 
or  with  Callias,  about  the  Sicilian  History,  no 
more  than  do  the  several  writers  of  the  At- 
thidie  follow  one  another  about  the  Athenian 
atiairs  ;  nor  do  the  historians  the  like,  that 
wrote  the  Afgohcs  about  the  affairs  of  the 
Argives.  And  now  what  need  I  say  any  more 
about  particular  cities  and  smaller  places, 
while  in  the  most  approved  WTiters  of  the  ex- 
pedition of  the  Persians,  and  of  the  actions 
which  were  therein  performed,  there  are  so 
great  ditferences  I  Nay,  Thucydides  himself 
is  accused  by  some  as  writing  what  is  false, 
although  he  seems  to  have  given  us  the  ex- 
actest  history  of  the  affairs  of  his  own  time. 

4.  As  for  the  occasions  of  this  so  great  dis- 
agreement of  theirs,  t,here  may  be  assigned 
many  that  are  very  probable,  if  any  have  a 
mind  to  make  an  inquiry  about  them;  but  I 
ascribe  these  contradictions  chiefly  to  two 
causes,  which  I  will  now  mention,  and  still 
think  what  I  shall  mention  in  the  tirst  place, 
to  be  the  principal'of  all;  for  if  we  remem- 
ber, that  in  the  beginning  the  Greeks  had 
taken  no  care  to  have  public  records  of  their 
several  transactions  preserved,  this  must  for 
certain  have  afforded  those  that  would  after- 
ward write  about  those  ancient  transactions, 
the  opportunity  of  making  mistakes,  and  the 
power  of  making  lies  also  ;  for  this  original 
recording  of  such  ancient  transactions  hath 
not  only  been  neglected  by  the  other  states  of 
Greece,  but  even  among  the  Athenians  them- 
selves also,  who  pretend  to  be  Aborigines, 
and  to  have  applied  themselves  to  learning, 
there  are  no  such  records  extant ;  nay,  they 
sav  themselves,  that  the  laws  of  Draco  con- 
cerning murders,  which  are  now  extant  in 
writing,  are  the  most  ancient  of  their  public 
records;  which  Draco  yet  lived  but  a  little 
time  before  the  tyrant  Pisistratus.*  For  as 
to  the  Arcadians,  who   make  such   boasts  of 


had  no  original  records  to  lay  for  their  foun- 
dation, which  might  at  once  inform  those  who 
had  an   inclination  to   learn,   and   contradict 
those  that  would  tell  lies.      However,  we  are 
to  suppose  a  second  occasion  besides  the  for- 
mer of  these  contradictions ;  it  is  this:    That 
those  who  were  the  most  zealous  to  write  his- 
tory, were  not  solicitous  for  the  discovery  of 
truth,t  although  it   was   very  easy  for  them 
alwavs  to  make  such  a  profession  ;    but  their 
business  was  to  demonstrate  that  they  could 
HTite    well,    and   make   an    impression    upon 
mankind   thereby ;    and   in   what  manner   of 
writing  they  thought  they  were  able  to  exceed 
others,  to  that  did  they  apply  themselves. — 
Some  of  them  betook  themselves  to  the  writ- 
ing of  fabulous  narrations  ;  some  of  them  en- 
deavoured to  please  the  cities  or  the  kings, 
by  writing  in  their  commendation;  others  of 
them  fell  to  finding  faults  with  transactions, 
or  with  the  writers  of  such  transactions,  and 
thought  to  make  a  great  figure  by  so  doing; 
and  indeed  these  do  what  is  of  all  things  the 
most  contrary  to  true  history ;  for  it  is  the 
great  character  of  true  history  that  all  con- 
cerned therein  both  speak  and  write  the  same 
things;  while  these  men,  by  writing  different- 
ly about  the  same  things,  think  they  shall  be 
believed  to  write  with  the  greatest  regard  to 
truth.      We  therefore   [who  are  Jews]  must 
yield  to  the  Grecian  writers  as  to  language 
and  eloquence  of  composition  ;  but  then  we 
shall  give  them  no  such   preference  as  to  the 
verity  of  ancient  history  ;  and  least  of  all  a9 
to  that  part  which  concerns  the  affairs  of  our 
own  several  countries. 

6.  As  to  the  care  of  writing  do\vn  the  re- 
cords from  the  earliest  antiquity  among  the 
Egyptians  and  Babylonians  ;  that  the  priests 
were  intrusted  therewith,  and  employed  a 
philosophical  concern  about  it;  that  they  were 
the  Chaldean  priests  that  did  so  among  the 


their  antiquitv,  what  need  I  speak  of  them  in  ;  Babylonians;  and  that  the  PhcEnicians,  who 


particular,  since  it  was  still  later  before  they 
pot  their  letters,  and  learned  them,  and  that 
with  difficulty  also. 

5.    There  must  therefore  Aturally  arise 
great  differences  among  writers,  when  they 

how  IManptho.  the  moat  aotbeulic  wriler  of  th«  Ffr>p- 
lian  Hislurv.  crfally  rara|>lain3  of  his  mistakes  in  the 
EoP*'^"  aiiairs;  as  also  that  Strabo.  b.  xi.  p  C07,  the 
most  accuratt-  ceographer  and  historian,  esteemed  hira 
lucli;  that  Xenophon.  the  much  moic  accurate  histo- 
rian in  the  affairs  of  C>ros,  implies,  that  Herodotus'a 
«cconnt  of  that  great  man  is  almost  entirely  romantic 
See  the  notes  on  Anti(|.  b.  xi.  ch.  ii.  sect.  I.  and  Hiitrh- 
inson's  Proleeomena  to  his  edition  of  Xenophon's  Ki/*i 
nai)f.««  that  we  have  already  seen  in  tlte  note  on  An- 
tiq.  b.  viii.  ch.  X.  sect.  3,  how  very  little  Herodotus  knew 
about  the  Jewish  affairs  and  country,  and  that  he  greatly 
atiecteil  what  we  call  the  iMarveUous,  as  Monsieur  ttol- 
lin  has  lately  and  justly  determined :  whence  we  are  not 
always  to  depend  on  the  autborily  of  Herodotus,  where 
it  is  iinsnpported  by  other  evidence,  but  on|fht  to  com- 
pare the  other  evidence  with  his.  and.  if  it  preponderate, 
ta  prefer  it  before  bis.  I  do  not  mean  by  this,  that  Hero- 
d.ttus  wilfuliy  related  what  he  believed  to  be  false  (as 
Clrsias  seems  to  have  done),  hut  that  he  often  wanted 
evidence,  aud  s*'nietimes  pr«lerred  what  was  marvellous 
le  whiit  was  liwit  .t'.'esirl  as  reoily  true. 
•  About  theda>«  of  Cvnir  eud  n..ntel. 


were  mingled  among  the  Greeks,  did  espe- 
cially make  use  of  their  letters,  both  for  the 
common  affairs  of  life,  and  for  the  delivering 
down  the  history  of  common  transactions,  I 
think  I  may  omit  any  proof,  because  all  men 

+  It  is  here  well  worth  our  observation,  what  the  rea- 
sons are  that  such  ancient  authors  as  Herodotus,  J(v 
sephus,  and  others,  have  been  read  to  so  little  pur- 
pose by  many  learned  critics;  viz.  That  their  main  a.m 
has  not  been  chronolopy  or  history,  but  philology,  to 
know  words,  and  not  things,  they  not  much  enlennc 
oftentimes  into  the  re.^1  contents  of  their  authors,  and 
judging  which  were  the  most  accurate  discoverers  of 
truth,  and  most  to  be  depended  on  in  the  several  histo- 
ries, but  rather  inquiring  who  wrote  the  finest  sl-.le.  and 
had  the  greatest  elegance  in  their  expressions,  wUicb 
are  things  of  small  consequence  in  comparison  with  the 
other.  Thus  yon  will  s,imetimes  find  grvat  debates 
among  the  learned,  wliether  Herodotus  or  Thucydidea 
were  the  finest  historian  in  the  Ionic  and  Attic  wa>s  of 
tenting :  which  signify  little  as  to  the  real  value  of  each 
of  their  histories;  while  it  wouW  be  of  much  more  inr»- 
nent  to  let  the  reader  know,  that  as  the  consequence  o( 
Hcrodi'tus's  history,  which  begins  so  much  earl  er.  and 
reaches  so  much  w  id'-r  than  that  ot  Thiic\flides,  is 
therefore  vastly  greater;  so  is  the  most  part  of  Tbncy* 
dides.  which  belongs  to  bis  owr.  Imes,  and  fell  iindar 
tl.s  o.\n   .bservatj  .u,  inucJ*  the  uiusl  crtaiQ 
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allow  it  to  to  be:  but  now  as  to  our  fore- 
fathers, that  they  took  no  less  care  about 
writing  such  records  (for  I  will  not  say  they 
look  greater  cure  than  the  others  I  spuke  of) 
aitti  that  they  connnittetl  that  matter  to  their 
bigh'priests  and  to  their  prophets,  and  that 
these  records  have  been  written  all  along 
down  to  our  own  times  with  the  utiuo^st  ac- 
curacy ;  nay,  if  it  be  not  too  bold  for  me  to  say 
it,  our  history  will  be  so  written  hereafter;  — 
I  shuU  endeavour  briefly  to  inform  you. 

7.  For  our  forefathers  did  nut  only  appoint 
thebestof  these  priests,  and  those  that  attended 
upon  the  divine  worj^lnp,  for  that  design 
from  the  beginning,  but  made  provision  that 
the  stock  of  the  priests  should  continue  un- 
mixed and  pure;  for  he  who  is  partaker  of 
the  priesthood  must  propagate  of  a  wife  of  the 
»ame  nation,  without  having  any  regard  to 
money,  or  any  other  dignities;  but  he  is  to 
make  a  scrutiny,  and  take  his  wife's  gene- 
alogy from  the  ancient  tables,  and  procure 
many  witnesses  to  it;*  and  this  is  our  prac- 
tice not  only  in  Judea,  but  wheresoever  any 
body  of  Uien  of  our  nation  do  live;  and  even 
there,  an  exact  catalogue  of  our  priests'  mar- 
riages is  kept ;  1  mean  ut  E^vpt  and  at  Ba- 
bylon, or  in  any  other  place  of  the  rest  of  the 
habitable  earth,  whithersoever  our  priests  are 
scattered;  for  they  semi  to  Jerusalem  the  an- 
cient names  of  ttieir  parcnls  in  writing,  as  well 
as  those  of  their  remoter  ancestors,  and  signify 
who  are  the  \\itnesscs  uUo;  but  if  any  war 
falls  out,  such  as  have  (alien  out,  a  great  many 
of  them  already,  when  Antioclms  Epiphanes 
made  an  invasion  upon  our  country,  as  also 
when  Fompey  the  Great  and  Qutntilius  Varus 
dnl  so  also,  and  principally  in  the  wars  that 
have  happened  in  our  own  times,  those  priests 
that  survive  them  compose  new  tables  of  gene- 
alogy out  of  the  old  records,  and  examine 
the  circumstances  of  the  women  that  remain; 
for  still  they  do  not  admit  of  those  that  have 
been  captives,  as  suspecting  that  they  bad  con- 
versation with  some  foreigners ;  but  what  is 
the  strongest  argument  of  our  exact  manage- 
ment in  this  matter  is  what  I  am  now  going 
to  say,  that  we  have  the  names  of  our  high- 
priests,  from  father  to  son,  set  down  in  our 
records,  for  the  interval  of  two  thousand 
years ;  and  if  any  of  these  have  been  trans- 
gressors of  these  rules,  they  are  prohibited 
lo  present  themselves  at  the  altar,  or  to 
be  partakers  of  any  other  of  our  purifications; 
and  this  is  justly,  or  rather  necessarily  done, 
because  every  one  is  not  permitted  of  bis  own 
iccord  to  be  a  writer,  nor  is  there  any  disagree- 
ment in  what  is  written ;  they  being  only 
prophets  that  have  written  the  original  and 
earliest  accounts  of  things  as  they  learned  them 

*  Of  this  accuracy  of  the  Jews,  before  and  in  our 
Savii>ur'8  litinr.  in  caretmly  preserving;  their  genealogies 
all  ilong,  particularly  Uiuae  ul  the  priests,  see  .tuseplius's 
L'lt^.  Hi^i  t  1.  Till:)  uccui^cy  S'reins  to  have  ended  at 
lie  ijirstiuciiuii  oi  Jerusalem  by  Titus,  or,  however,  at 
tbal  by  Adriaxi. 


of  God  himself  by  inspiration ;  and  others 
have  written  what  bath  happened  in  their  own 
times,  and  that  in  a  very  distinct  manner  also. 
8.  For  we  have  not  an  innumerable  mul- 
titude of  books  among  us,  disagreeing  from 
and  contradicting  one  another  [as  the  Greeks 
have],  but  only  twenty-two  books,  ■!  which 
contain  the  records  of  all  the  past  times; 
which  are  justly  believed  to  be  divine;  and  of 
iht:n,  tive  belong  to  Moses,  which  contain  his 
laws  and  the  traditions  of  the  origin  of  man- 
kind till  his  death.  This  interval  of  time 
was  little  short  of  three  thousand  years;  but 
as  to  the  time  from  the  death  of  Moses  till  the 
reign  of  Artuxerxes  king  of  Persia,  who  reign- 
ed after  Xerxes,  the  prophets,  who  were  alter 
Moses,  wrote  down  what  was  done  in  their 
times  in  thirteen  books.  The  remaining  four 
books  contain  hymns  to  God,  and  precepta 
for  the  conduct  of  human  life.  It  is  true,  our 
history  hath  been  written  since  Artaxerxes 
very  particularly,  but  hath  not  been  esteemed 
of  the  like  authority  with  the  former  by  our 
foretuthers,  because  there  hath  not  been  an 
exact  succession  of  prophets  since  that  time; 
and  bow  tirmly  we  have  given  credit  to  those 
books  of  our  own  nation,  is  evident  by  what 
we  do;  for  during  so  many  ages  as  have 
already  pa>scd,  no  one  has  been  so  bold  as 
cither  to  add  any  thing  to  them,  to  take  any 
thing  from  them,  or  to  make  any  change  in 
them  ;  but  it  becomes  natural  to  all  Jews,  im- 
mediately and  from  their  very  birth,  to  esteem 
those  books  to  contain  divine  doctrines,  and  to 
persist  in  them,  an<l,  if  occasion  be,  willingly 
to  die  for  them.  For  it  is  no  new  thing  for 
our  captives,  many  of  them  in  number,  and 
frequently  in  time,  to  be  seen  to  endure  racks 
and  deaths  of  all  kinds  upon  the  theatres,  that 
they  may  not  be  obUged  to  say  one  word 
against  our  laws,  and  the  records  that  contain 
them  ;  whereas,  there  are  none  at  all  among 
the  Greeks  who  would  undergo  the  least  harm 
on  that  account,  no,  nor  in  case  all  the  writ- 
ings that  are  among  them  were  to  be  destroy- 
ed; for  they  take  them  to  be  such  discourses 
as  are  framed  agreeably  to  the  inclinations  of 
those  that  write  them;  and  they  have  justly 
the  same  opinion  of  the  ancient  writers,  since 
they  see  some  of  the  present  generation  bold 
enough  to  write  about  such  atfairs,  wherein 
they  were  not  present,  nor  bad  concern  enough 
to  inform  themselves  about  them  from  those 
that  knew  them;  examples  of  which  may  be 
had  in  tins  late  war  of  ours,  where  some  per- 
sons  bave  written  histories,  and  published 
them,  without  having  been  in  the  places  con- 
cerned, or  having  been  near  them  when  the 

+  Which  were  these  twenly-two  sacred  books  of  the 
Old  Testament,  see  llie  Supplement  to  the  iissay  on  the 
Old  Testament,  p.  2o— 2'J,  viz.  those  we  call  canonical, 
alt  excepting  the  Canticles;  but  still  with  this  larther 
reception,  that  the  first  hook  of  apocryphal  Esdra*  be 
taken  into  the  numher,  instead  ot  uur  canuntcai  lizraj 
which  »eem<t  to  be  nu  niuie  thaualater  epitome  ol  tli« 
utuer;  whicli  tWkthuuks  ul  Canticles  and  L^a,  it  00  way 
ap^trars  that  our  Juaepbus  «vrr  «aw. 
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actions  were  done;  but  these  men  put  a  few   contained  in  those  writings:  and  as  for  the 
thinc5    together    by   hearsay,   and    insolently    History  of   the   War,  I  wrote    it  as   harinj 


abuse  the  world,  and  call  these   writings  by 
the  name  of  Histories. 

9.  As  for  myself,  I  have  composed  a  true 
history  of  that  whole  war,  and  all  the  parti- 
culars that  occurred  therein,  ag  having  been 


been  an  actor  myself  in  many  of  its  transac* 
tions,  an  eye-witness  in  the  greatest  part  of 
the  rest,  and  was  not  unacquainted  with  any 
thing  whatsoever  that  was  either  said  or  done 
in  it.   How  impudent  then  must  those  deserve 


concerned  in  all  its  transactions;  for  1  acted  jto  be  esteemed,  who  undertake  to  contradict 
as  general  of  those  among  us  that  are  named  j  me  about  the  true  state  of  those  afiairs !  who, 
Galileans,  as  long  as  it  was  possible  for  as  to  although  they  pretend  to  have  made  use  of 
n;ake  any  opposition.  I  was  then  seized  on  both  the  emperors'  own  memoirs,  yet  they 
bv  the  Romans,  and  became  a  captive.  Ves-  [Could  not  be  acquainted  with  our  affairs  who 
pasian  also  and  Titus  had  me  kept  under  a  i  fought  against  them. 

guard,  and  forced  me  to  attend  them  con-  11.  This  digression  I  have  been  obliged  to 
tinuallv.  At  the  tirst  I  was  put  into  bonds;  'make,  out  of  necessity,  as  being  desirous  to 
but  was  set  at  liberty  afterward,  and  sent  to  :  expose  the  vanity  of  those  that  profess  to 
accompany  Titus  when  he  caaie  from  Alex-write  histories;  and  I  suppose  I  have  sufli- 
aiidna  to  the  siege  of  Jerusalem;  during  which  ciently  declared  that  this  custom  of  transmit- 
time  there  was  nothing  done  which  escaped  ting  down  the  histories  of  ancient  times  hath 
niv  knowledge;  for  what  happened  in  the  hee.a  better  preser\ed  by  those  nations  which 
Roman  camp  I  saw,  and  wrote  down  care-  are  called  Barbarians,  than  by  the  Greeks 
fully;  and  what  informations  the  deserters  ;  themselves.  I  am  now  willing,  in  the  next 
brought  [out  of  the  city],  i  was  the  only  man  '■  place,  to  say  a  few  things  to  those  who  endea- 
tbat  understood  them.  '  Atterward  I  got  lei-  ,  vour  to  prove  that  our  constitution  is  but  of 
sure  at  Rome;  and  when  all  my  materials '  late  time,  for  this  reason,  as  they  pretend 
were  prepared  for  that  work,  I  made  use  of  I  that  the  Greek  writers  have  said  nothing 
some  persons  to  assist  me  in  learning  the  about  us ;  after  which  I  shall  produce  testi- 
Greek  tongue,  and  by  these  means  I  composed  monies  for  our  antiquity  out  of  the  writings 
the  history  of  those  transactions;  and  I  was  of  foreigners:  I  shall  also  demonstrate  that 
so  well  assured  of  the  truth  of  what  1  related,  such  as  cast  reproaches  upon  our  nation  do  it 
that  I  first  of  all  appealed  to  those  that  had   very  unjustly. 

Ihe  supreme  coinmaua  in  that  war,  Vespasian  12.  As  for  ourselves,  therefore,  we  neither 
and  Titus,  as  witnesses  for  ine,  for  to  them  I  inhabit  a  maritime  country,  nor  do  we  dcUght 
presented  those  books  tirst  of  all,  and  alter  in  merchandise,  nor  in  such  a  mixture  with 
them  to  manv  of  the  Romans  wlio  had  been  other  men  as  arises  from  it;  but  the  cities 
in  the  war.  1  also  sold  tliem  to  many  of  we  dwell  in  are  remote  from  the  sea,  and  hav- 
our  own  men  who  understood  the  Greek  '  iiig  a  fruitful  country  for  our  habitation,  we 
philosophy;  among  whom  were  JuUus  .\rche-  uke  pains  in  cultivating  that  only.  Our 
laus,  Herod  [king  of  Chalcis],  a  person  of,  principal  care  of  all  is  this,  to  educate  our 
great  grantv,  and  king  Agrippa  himself,  a  children  well;  and  we  think  it  to  be  the  most 
person  that  deserved  the  greatest  admiration,  necessary  business  of  our  whole  life,  to 
Now  all  these  men  bore  their  testimony  to  j  observe  the  laws  that  have  been  given  us,  and 
me,  that  I  had  the  strictest  regard  to  truth;!  to  keep  those  rules  of  piety  that  have  ueen 
who  yet  would  not  have  dissenibleu  the  |  deUvered  down  to  us.  Since,  therefore, 
matter,  nor  been  silent,  it  I,  out  of  ignorance,  1  besides  what  we  have  already  taken  notice 
or  out  of  favour  to  any  side,  either  had  given  1  of,  we  have  had  a  peculiar  way  of  living  of 
false  colours  to  actions,  or  omitted  any  of  i  our  owi.,  there  w,is  no  occasion  oflFered  us  in 
ibeai.  I  ancient  ages  for  intermixing  among  the  Greeks, 

10.    There    have    been    indeed    some    bad  I  as  they  bad  for  mixing  a.uong  the  Eg.\  pilaris, 
men,  who  have  attempted  to  calumniate  my    by  their  intercourse  of  exporting  and  import- 


history,  and  took  it  to  be  a  kind  ot  scholastic 
performance  for  the  exercise  of  young  men. 
A  strange  sort  of  accusation  and  calmnny 
thisl  since  every  one  that  undertakes  to 
deliver  the  history  of  actions  truly,  ought  to 
know  them  accurately  himself  in  the  first 
place,  as  either  having  been  concerned  in 
them  himself,  or  been  informed  of  them  by 
iuch  as  knew  them.  Now,  both  these  methods 
of  knowledge  1  may  very  properly  pretend 
to  in  the  composition  of  both  ray  works; 
for,  as  I  said,  1  have  translated  the  Antiqui- 
ties out  of  our  sacrel  books;  which  I  easily 
could  do,  since  1  was  a  priest  by  my  birth, 
»i'd   have   stuuieU   that   piuiu>>ophy    which  is 


ng  their  several  goods;  as  they  also  m.jed 
with  the  Paoiniciaiis,  who  hved  by  the  sea- 
side, by  means  of  their  love  of  lucre  in  trade 
and  merchandise.  Nor  did  our  forefathers 
betake  themselves,  as  did  some  others,  to  rob- 
bery; nor  did  they,  in  order  to  gain  mure 
wealth,  fall  into  foreign  wars,  although  our 
country  contained  many  ten  thousands  of 
men  of  courage  sufficient  for  that  purpose; 
for  this  reason  it  was  that  the  Phoenicians 
themselves  came  soon  by  trading  and  naviga- 
tion to  be  known  to  the  Grecians,  and  by 
their  means  the  Egyptians  became  knu.vn  to 
the  Grecians  also,  .is  did  all  Iho*;  people 
wheuce  tiie  Pbieuicians  iii  long  voyages  o^er 
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the  «»§  carried  wares  to  the  Grecians,  The 
Mtfdes  also  and  the  Persians^  when  they  were 
loiiiit  of  Asia,  became  well  known  to  them  ; 
«nd  this  was  especiaUy  true  of  the  Persians, 
whc  led  their  armies  as  far  &^  the  other  con- 
ttntnt  [Europe].  The  Thracian-*  were  also 
kfiowH  to  thera  by  the  nearness  of  their  roim- 
tries,  and  Scythians  by  the  means  of  those 
that  sailed  to  Pontus;  for  it  was  so  in  gene- 
ral that  all  maritime  nations,  and  those  that 
inhabited  near  the  eastern  or  western  seas,  be- 
came most  known  to  those  that  were  desirous 
to  Ke  writers;  but  such  as  had  their  habita- 
tions farther  from  the  sea  were  for  the  most 
part  unknown  to  them:  which  things  appear 
t«  have  happened  as  to  Europe  also,  where 
the  city  of  Rome,  that  hath  this  long  time 
been  possessed  of  so  much  power,  and  hath 
performed  such  great  actions  in  war,  is  never 
yet  mentioned  by  Herodotus,  nor  by  Thucy- 
<iide^,  nor  bv  any  one  of  their  contemporaries; 
and  it  was  very  late,  and  with  great  difficulty, 
that  the  Romans  became  known  to  the  Greeks. 
Nhv,  those  that  were  reckoned  the  most 
«kart  historians  (and  Ephorus  for  one)  were 
so  very  ignorant  of  the  Gauls  and  the  Span- 
brds,  that  he  supposed  the  Spaniards,  who 
inhabit  so  great  a  part  of  the  western  regions 
of  fbe  earth,  to  be  no  more  than  one  city. 
Those  bistoriatis  aiso  have  ventured  to  de- 
scribe such  customs  as  were  made  u«;e  of  by 
them,  which  they  never  had  either  done  or 
said;  ar.'d  the  reason  why  these  writers  did 
oot  know  the  trntb  of  their  alfuirs,  was  this, 
that  tbey  had  not  any  commerce  together;  — 
Imt  the  reason  why  they  wrote  such  faUities 
was  this,  that  they  had  a  mind  to  appear  to 
kitow  things  which  others  had  not  kuowii. 
IHw  can  it  then  be  any  wonder,  if  our 
nation  was  no  more  known  to  many  of  the 
Greeks,  nor  had  given  them  any  occasion 
t»  mention  them  in  their  writings,  while 
they  were  so  remote  from  the  sea,  and  had  a 
conduct  of  life  so  peculiar  to  themselves? 

!3.  Let  us  now  put  the  case,  therefore, 
that  we  made  use  of  this  argument  concerning 
the  (srecians,  in  order  to  prove  that  their  na- 
tion was  not  ancient,  because  nothing  is  said 
of  them  in  our  records;  would  not  they  laugh 
at  us  all,  and  probably  give  the  same  reasons 
for  our  silence  that  1  have  now  alleged,  and 
would  produce  their  neighbouring  nations  as 
witnesses  to  their  own  antiquity?  Now,  the 
very  same  thif'g  will  I  endeavour  to  do;  for 
I  will  bring  the  Egyptiar^  and  the  Phoenicians 
as  my  principal  witnesses,  because  nobody 
can  complain  of  their  testimony  as  false,  on 
accou[it  that  they  are  known  to  have  borne 
the  greatest  ill-will  towards  us;  I  mean  this 
as  to  the  Egyptians,  in  general  all  of  them. 
whi!e  of  the  Phoenicians,  it  is  known  the 
Tyriaos  have  been  most  of  all  in  the  same  ill 
disposition  towards  us:  yet  do  I  confess  that  1 
cannot  say  the  same  of  the  Chaldeans,  since 
Ujr  tir«t  leaderii  and  anceiilurB  were  derived 


from  them  ;  and  they  do  make  mention  of  us 
Jews  in  their  records,  on  account  of  the  kin- 
dred there  is  between  us.  Now,  when  I  shall 
have  made'  my  assertions  good,  so  far  as  con- 
cerns the  others,  I  will  d«u)onstrate  that  some 
of  the  Greek  writers  have  made  mention  of  ua 
Jews  also,  that  those  who  envy  us  may  not 
have  even  this  pretence  for  contradicting  what 
1  have  said  about  our  nation. 

14.  I  shaU  begin  with  the  writings  of  the 
Egyptians;  not  indeed  of  those  that  hava  ■' 
written  in  the  Egyptian  language,  which  H^ 
is  impossible  for  me  to  do.  But  Manetho 
was  a  man  who  was  by  birth  an  Egyptian, 
yet  bad  he  made  himself  master  of  the  Greek 
learning,  as  is  very  evident;  for  he  wrote  the 
history  of  his  own  country  in  the  Greek 
tongue,  by  translatitig  it,  as  he  saith  himself 
out  of  their  sacred  records :  he  also  finds 
great  fault  with  Herodotus  for  his  ignorance 
and  filse  relations  of  Egyptian  affairs.  Now, 
this  Manetho,  in  the  second  book  of  hi? 
Egyptian  History,  writes  concerning  us  in 
the  following  manner.  I  will  set  down  his 
very  words,  as  if  I  were  to  bring  the  very 
man  himself  into  a  court  for  a  witness:  — 
**  There  was  a  king  of  ours,  whose  name  was 
Timaus.  Under  him  it  came  to  pass,  1  know 
not  how,  that  God  was  averse  to  us,  and  there 
came,  after  a  surprising  manner,  men  of 
ignoble  birth  out  of  the  eastern  parts,  and  had 
boldness  enough  to  make  an  expedition  into 
our  country,  and  with  ease  subdued  it  by 
force,  yet  without  our  hazarding  a  battle  with 
them.  So  when  they  had  gotten  those  that 
governed  us  under  their  power,  they  after- 
wards burnt  down  our  cities,  and  demolished 
the  temples  of  the  gods,  and  used  all  the  in- 
habitants after  a  most  barbarous  manner:  nay, 
some  they  slew,  and  led  their  children  and 
their  wives  into  slavery.  At  length  they 
made  one  of  themt^elves  king,  whose  name  was 
Salatis;  be  also  lived  at  Memphis,  and  made 
both  the  upper  and  lower  regions  pay  tribute, 
and  left  garrisons  in  places  that  were  the  most 
proper  for  them.  He  chiefly  aimed  to  secure 
the  eastern  parts,  as  foreseeing  that  the  Assy- 
rians, who  had  then  the  greatest  power,  would 
be  desirous  of  that  kingdom  and  invade  them; 
and  as  he  found  in  the  Saite  Noraos  [Seth- 
roite],  a  city  very  proper  for  his  purpose,  ai^d 
which  lay  upon  the  Bubastic  channel,  but 
with  regard  to  a  certain  tbeologic  notion  wa'^ 
called  Auaris,  this  he  rebuilt,  and  made  very 
strong  by  the  walls  he  built  about  it,  and  b^ 
a  most  numerous  garrison  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  thousand  armed  men  whom  he  put 
into  it  to  keep  it.  Thither  Salatis  came  in 
summer-time,  partly  to  gather  his  com,  U'.vi 
pay  his  soldiers  their  wages,  and  partly  io.i 
exercise  his  armed  men,  and  thereby  to  ter'T^v*.  r 
foreigners.  When  this  man  had  reigrrrl 
thirteen  years,  after  him  reigned  anotlir^ 
whote  name  wa*  Beon,  for  forty-four  yta-s- 
after  hioi   reit^ried  another,  called   Aprcbnas 
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ihirty-six  years  and  seven  months;   after  him 
ApopbU    reigned    sixty-one   years,   and   then 
Tonias  fifty  years  and  one  mouth;    after  all 
these  reigned  Assis  forty-nine  years'and  two 
months.      And  these  six  were  the  tirst  rulers 
imong  them,  who  were  all  along  making  war 
with  the  Egyptians,  and  were  very  desirous  gra- 
dually to  destroy  them  to  the  very  roots.   This 
whole  nation  was  styled  Hvcsos,  that  is, S/ie>>- 
Aer(/-Ain</s;forthefirstsyUableHYC,according 
to  the  sacred  dialect  denotes  a  king,  as  is  Sos 
a  shepherd — but  this  aecording  to  the  ordinary 
dialect;  and  of  these  is  eompouiided  Hvcsos: 
but  some  say  that  these  people  were  Arabians." 
Now,  in  another  copy  it  is  said,  that  this  word 
does  not  denote  Kings,  but,  on  the   contrary, 
denotes  Ca/><ioeSAcp/ier</s,  and  this  on  account 
of  the  particle  Hvc ;  tor  that  Hvc,  with  the  aspi- 
ration, in  the  Egyptian  tongue  again  denotes 
Shepherds,  and  that  expressly  also;  and  this 
to  me  seems  the   more  probable  opinion,  and 
more    agreeable    to   ancient    history.       [But 
Manetbogoeson]: — "These  people, whom  we 
have  before  named  kinns,  and  culled  xhepktrrds 
also,  and  their  descendants,"  as  he  says,  "kept 
possession  of  Egypt  five  hundred  and  eleven 
years."    After  these  he  says,  "  That  the  kings 
of  Thebais  and  of  the  other  parts  of  Egypt 
made  an  insurrection  against  the  shepherds, 
and  that  there  a  terrible  and  long  war  was 
made  between  them."  He  says  farther,  "  That 
oiider  a  king,  whose  name  was  Alisphragmu- 
thosis,  the  shepherds  were  subdued  by  him, 
and  were  indeed  driven  out  of  other  parts  of 
Egypt,  but  were  shut  up  in  a  place  that  con- 
tained   ten    thousand    acres:    this    place  was 
named  Avaris.  Manetho  says,  "  That  the  shep- 
herds built  a  wall  round  all  this  place,  which 
was  a  large  and  strong  wall,  and  this  in  order  to 
keep    all    their    possessions   and    their     prey 
within  a  place  of  strength,  but  that  Thummosis 
the  son  of  Alisphragmuthosis  made  an  attempt 
to   take   them    by  force    and    by  siege,   with 
four   hundred   and    eighty  thousand   men  to 
he    round    about    them;    but  that,  upon    his 
despair  of  taking  the  place  by  that  siege,  they 
came  to  a  composition  with  them,  that  they 
should  leave  Egypt,  and  go  without  any  harm 
to  be  done  them,  whithersoever  they  would; 
and  that,  after  this   composition   was  made, 
hey  went  away  with  their  whole  families  and 
elfccts,  not  fewer  in  number  than  two  hundred 
and  forty  thousand,  and  took  their  journey 
ti  im     Egypt,    through    the     wilderness,    for 
Syria:  but  that,  as  they  were  in  fear  of  the 
Assyrians,  who  had  then  the  dominion  over 
Asia,    they    built    a    city    in    that    country 
which  is  now  called  Judea,  and    that    large 
enough  to  contain  this  great  number  of  men, 
and  called  it  Jerusalem."'     Now  Manetho,  in 
another  book  of  his,  says,  "  That  this  nation, 

•  Bere  we  haye  an  account  ol  tbt  lirst  baiiding  of  the 
•■ty  of  Jerusalem,  according  to  Manfllio.  when  ttie  Plio:- 
Dieian  •bepherdj  were  eipelled  out  of  Lgypt,  aboi.t 
Uiin/-M»eu  y«ar»  i)«fc>r»  *b>»Uai»  «»mm  out  ol  M»r«a. 


thus  called  Shepherds,  were  also  called  Cap- 
tives, in  their  sacred  books."  And  this 
account  of  his  is  the  truth;  for  feeding  ol 
sheep  was  the  employment  of  oar  forefather* 
in  the  oioet  ancient  ages;t  and  as  they  led 
such  a  wandering  life  in  feeding  sheep,  they 
were  called  Shepherds.  Nor  w*s  it  without 
reason  that  they  were  called  Captives  by  the 
Egyptians,  since  one  of  our  ancestors,  Joseph,  ■ 
told  the  king  of  Egypt  that  he  was  a  eaptiye.t 
and  afterward  sent  for  bis  brethren  into 
Egypt  by  the  king's  permission;  but  as  for 
these  matters,  I  shall  make  a  more  exact 
inquiry  about  them  elsewhere. § 

16.   But  now  I  shall  produce  the  Egyptian* 
as  witnesses  to  the  antiquity  of  our  nation.     1 
shall  therefore  here  bring  in  Jlanetho  again, 
and  what  he  writes  as  to  the  order  of  the  lime* 
in   this  case,  and  thus  he  speaks:  —  "When 
this   people   or   shepherds  were    gone  out  of 
Egypt  to  Jerusalem,  Tethmosis  the  king  of 
Egypt,  who  drove  them  out,  reigned    alter-. 
ward  twenty-five  years  and  four  months,  and 
then  died;    after  him  his  son  Chebron  took 
the  kingdom  for  thirteen  years;    after  wbon» 
came  Araenophis,  for  twenty  years  and  seven 
months:    then    earae  his  sister  Amesses,  fo» 
twenty-one  years  and  nine  months;    after  be» 
came    Mephres,  for    twelve    years    and    nine 
months;  after  him  was  Mepbrainuthosis,  for 
twenty-five  years  and  ten  months;    after  liiin 
was    Tethmosis,    for    nine    years    and    eight 
months;    after    him-    came    Amenophis,    lor 
thirty  years  and  ten  months;  after  bim  came 
Orus,  for   thirty-six  years  and  five  months; 
1  then  came  his  daughter  Acencbres,  for  twelve 
years  and  one  month;   then  was  her  brother 
kathotis,   for    nine    years;    then    was   Acen- 
cheres,   for  twelve   years  and    five    munths; 
then    came  another   Acencheies,  for  twelve 
years  and  three  months;    after  him  Aruoais, 
for  four  years  and  one  month;    after  him  wa« 
Kamesses,   lor    one    year    and    four    months-- 
after    him    came    Arniesses    Miammoun,    loi 
si.\ty-six  years  and   two   months;    alter   him 
Amenophis,  lor  nineteen  years  and  six  mom  hs; 
after  hiiu   came  Sethobis,  and  Raraesses,  who 
had  an  army  of  horse,  and  a  naval  force.    Tbi»  i 
king  appointed  his  brother  Armais,  to  be  bis. 
deputy   over    Egypt."     [In  another   copy   it. 
stood  thus:  —  Alter  him  came   Sethosis,  and 
RanJe^^es,  two  brethren,  the  former  of  whom 
had   a  naval   force,  and  in  a  hostile  manner  / 
destroyed  those  that  met  him  upon  the  seaj  . 
but  as  he  slew  Ramesses  in  no  long  time  alter-  1 
«  ard,  so  he  appointed  another  of  his  brethren  « 
to  be  his  deputy  over  Egypt.]     He  also  gave  , 
him  all  the  other  authority  of  a  king,  but  witbi 


+  Gen.llvi  32,34,  xlTii-.l,*. 

;  J  0  our  copies  of  the  book  of  Genesis  and  of  JosepDUS, 
this  Joseph  never  calls  himself  "a  captive,"  wbe 
w^is  witb  the  king  ol  Egypt,  Ibough  he  does  call  himself 
••a  servant."  "a  slave.""  or  -captive."  many  limes  >■ 
the  Teslamenl  of  Ibe  Twelve  Pauiarohs,  oniier  Joseph, 
tecL  1.  U.  13,  14    1.%  16. 

i    i  bis  u  now  waBting.  -    «    •.--      l-      *'*^ 
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these  only  injunctions,  that  he  should  not 
Wear  the  diadem,  nor  be  injurious  to  the  queen, 
the  mother  of  his  children,  and  that  he  should 
not  meddle  with  the  other  conculrines  of  the 
kinr;  while  he  made  an  expedition  agaiiii^t 
Oyprus,  and  Phcenicia,  and  besides  against  the 
Assyrians  and  the  Mcdes.  He  then  subdued 
htm  ail,  some  by  his  arms,  some  without 
t^'hliiig,  and  some  by  the  terror  of  hh  great 
irmy ;  and  being  pulFed  Up  by  the  great 
luccesscs  he  had  had,  he  went  on  stiil  the 
none  boldly,  and  overthrew  the  cities  ami 
countries  that  lay  in  the  eastern  parts;  hut 
»fler  some  con>iderable  lime,  Armais,  who 
was  left  in  Egypt,  did  all  those  very  thing*. 
>y  way  of  opposition,  which  his  brother  hud 
ffirbidden  hint  to  do,  without  fear;  for  he 
jsed  violence  to  the  queen,  and  continued  to 
iiake  use  of  the  rest  of  the  concubines,  with- 
>ut  sparing  any  of  them;  nay.  at  the  persua- 
*ion  of  his  friends  he  put  on  the  d'atleni,  and 
rf*!  up  to  oppose  his  brother;  but  then,  lie 
who  was  set  over  the  priests  of  Egypt,  wrote 
letters  to  Sethosis,  and  informed  him  of  all  that 
nad  happened,  and  how  his  brother  h;ul  set  up 
to  oppo-ie  him:  he  therefore  returned  back 
to  Pelusium  immediately,  and  recovered  his 
Kingdom  again.  The  country  a!<o  was  called 
trom  his  name  Ktjypt ;  for  Munctho  suys 
that  Sethosis  himself  was  called  Egyptus,  as 
was  his  brother  Armais  called  Uanaus."* 

l(>.  Thi<  is  Manetho's  accoutit ;  and  evi- 
dent it  is  from  the  number  of  years  by  him  set 
down  belonging  to  this  interval,  if  they  be  sum- 
med up  together,  that  these  shepherds,  as  they 
are  here  called,  who  were  no  other  than  our 
forefathers,  were  delivered  out  of  Egypt,  and 
came  thence,  and  inhabited  this  country  three 
hundred  and  ninety-three  years  before  Danaus 
ame  to  Argos ;  although  the  Argives  look 
upon  himf  as  their  most  ancient  king.  Ma- 
iietho,  therefore,  bears  this  testimony  to  two 
points  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  our  pur- 
pose, and  those  from  the  Egyptian  records 
hemselves.  In  the  first  place,  that  we  came 
»ut  of  another  country  into  Egypt;  and  that 
withal  our  deliverance  out  of  it  was  so  an- 
ieut  in  time,  us  to  have  preceded  the  siege  of 
Troy  almost  a  thousand  years;   but  then,  as 

•  or  this  Egypti&n  chronology  of  Alanettio,  as  mis- 
lakeo  by  Josepliui,  and  of  thcae  Phtriiician  shepherds, 
as  r.tlscly  supposFil  by  hitn.  and  othcra  after  him,  to 
h4ve  L»een  the  l^rHfliles  in  Egypt,  see  Essay  on  the  Old 
I  rsiaioent.  Appendix,  p.  I8J — KVi.  And  note  heic.  that 
wiien  Jusephus  lells  us  that  the  Greeks  or  Ari;ives  looked 
on  this  Oanaiis  as  i.^x^'*^'-^^*  '*  ^  must  anC'ent,"  ar 
••ilie  most  ancieol "  mig  of  Argos,  he  need  not  be 
iupponnl  to  meun,  in  the  sinctei-t  !>ense,  that  they  had 
no  uno  kiri^  su  ancient  a^  he^  for  it  is  certain  th.it  thfy 
owned  nini.-  kings  belore  hiio,  and  luachii^  at  the  he:id 
of  Ihrin  See  Authentic  Ke(X>rds,  part  ii  p;ii<e  ytiJ, 
as  Josephus  could  not  but  know  very  Aell,-  hut  that  he 
Was  esteemed  as  very  onnent  by  t»eiu.  and  that  they 
knew  they  had  been  tirst  of  all  denoaim^ited  ■■l»anai" 
from  this  very  ancient  king  Danaus.  Nor  docs  this  su- 
perlative degree  always  imply  llie  "  mi>st  ancient  "  ol  -til 
witttiMit  exception,  but  is  somelimes  to  be  rendertil 
^  Very  iinoeitt"  only,  as  is  tk     *aae  in  the  like  suiji-rld- 
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to  those  things  which  Manetho  adds,  not  from 
the  Egyptian  records,  but,  as  he  confesses 
himself,  from  some  stories  of  an  uncertain 
original,  I  will  ili^prove  them  hereafter  par- 
ticularly, and  shall  demonstrate  that  they  are 
no  better  than  incredible  fables. 

17.  I  will  now,  therefore,  pass  from  these 
records,  and  come  to  those  that  belong  to  the 
Phcetiioians.  aiiti  concern  oar  nation,  and  shall 
produce  attestations  to  what  I  have  j-aid  out  of 
them.  There  are  then  records  among  the  Ty- 
nans that  take  in  the  history  for  many  years, 
and  tiiese  are  public  writings,  and  are  kept 
with  great  exactness,  and  inctude  accounts  of 
the  facts  done  among  them,  and  such  as  con- 
cern their  transactions  with  other  nations  also, 
those  I  mean  which  were  worthy  of  remem- 
bering. Therein  it  was  recorded  tiiat  the 
temple  was  built  by  king  Solomon  at  Jerusa- 
lem, one  hundred  tbrty-three  years  and  eighC 
months  betore  the  Tyrians  btuit  Carthage; 
and  in  their  annals  the  building  of  onr  teinpic 
is  related:  for  Hirom,  the  king  of  Tyre,  was 
the  friend  of  Solomon  our  king,  and  had  such 
frientiffhip  transmitted  down  to  him  from  his 
forefathers.  He  thereupon  was  ambitious  :o 
c<»ntribute  to  the  splendour  of  thi,^  edifice  of 
Solomon,  and  made  him  a  present  of  one  hnn- 
drcd  and  twenty  talents  of  gold.  He  also 
cut  down'  the  most  excellent  timber  out  of 
that  mountain  which  is  called  Libanns.  and 
sent  it  to  him  for  adorning  its  roof.  Solomon 
also  not  otdy  ntade  him  many  other  presents, 
by  way  of  requital,  but  gave  him  a  countrv 
in  Galdee  also,  tliat  was  cuitetl  Chabulon:^ 
but  tliere  was  another  passion,  a  philosofihic 
inclination  of  theirs,  which  cemented  *  the 
friendship  that  was  betwixt  them;  for  they 
sent  mutual  problems  to  one  another,  with  a 
desire  to  have  them  unriddled  by  each  other; 
wherein  Solomon  was  superior  to  Hirom,  as 
he  was  wiser  that  he  in  other  respects;  and 
many  of  the  epistles  that  passe<l  between  them 
are  still  preserved  among  the  Tyrians.  Now 
that  this  may  not  depend  on  my  bare  word, 
I  will  produce  for  a  witness  l>ius,  one  tliat 
is  believed  to  have  written  the  Pha'tiiciati  Hi.-^- 
tory  after  an  accurate  manner.  This  Dins, 
therefore,  writes  thus,  in  his  Histories  of  the 
Phoenicians:  — "  Upon  the  death  of  Abibalus, 
his  son  Hirom  took  the  kingdoui.  This  king 
raised  banks  at  the  eastern  parts  of  the  city, 
and  enlarged  it;  he  also  joined  the  temple  of 
Jupiter  Olympius,  which  stood  before  in  an 
island  by  itself,  to  the  city,  by  raising  a  causey 
between  them,  and  adorned  that  temple  with 
donations  of  gold.  He  moreover  went  up  to 
Libanus,  and  had  timber  cut  down  fur  the 
building  of  temples.  They  say  farther,  tliat 
Solomon,  when  he  was  king  of  Jerusalem, 
sent  problems  to  Hirom  to  be  solved,  and 
desired  he  would  semi  others  back  for  him  to 
solve,  and  that  he  who  could  not  solve  the 
problems  proposed  to  him,  shruld  pay  money 
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to  hira  that  solved  them ;  and  when  Hirora 
had  agreed  to  the  proposals,  but  was  not  able 
to  solve  the  problems,  he  was  obliged  to  pay 
a  great  deal  of  money,  as  a  penalty  for  the 
same.  As  also  they  relate,  that  one  Abde- 
mon.  a  man  of  Tyre,  did  solve  the  problems, 
and  proposed  others  which  Solomon  could  not 
solve  u|)on  which  he  was  obliged  to  repay  a 
gre^it  neal  of  money  to  Hirom."  Tliese  things 
are  attested  to  by  Dius,  and  confirm  what  we 
have  said  upon  the  same  subjects  before. 

18.  And  now  I  shall  aiid  Menander  the 
Ephesian,  as  an  additional  witness.  This 
Menander  wrote  the  Acts  that  were  done  both 
bv  the  Greeks  and  Barbarians,  under  every 
oiieof  the  Tyrian  kings;  and  had  taken  much 
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away  from  him,  and  built  the  city  of  Carthage 
in    Libya."      So    the    whole    time    from    tli<j 
reign  of  Hirom  till  the  building  of  Carthage, 
amounts  to  the  Bum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  years  and  eight  months.      Since  then  the 
temple  was  built  at  Jerusalem  in  the  twelfth 
year  of  the  reign  of  Hirom,  there  were  from  the 
building  of  the  temple  until  the  building  of 
Carthage,  one  hundred  forty-three  years  and 
eight  months.      Wherefore,  what  oecasiop  i^ 
there  for  alleging  any  more  testimonies  out, o{ 
the  Phoenician  histories  [on  the  behalJ  ot  our 
nation],  since  what    I   have  said  is  so    tho- 
roughly confirmed   already?   and   to  be  sure 
onr    ancestors   came    into    this    country  long 
one  of  the  Tvrian  ktngs;  an.1  ba.l  taKen  muen    before  the  building  of  the  temple;  for  it  was 
pains  to  learn  their  historv  out  of  their  own  I  not  till  we  had  gotten  possession  ot  the  whok 
records.     Now,  when  he 'was  writing  about    land  by  war  that  we  bu.lt  onr  temple.      And 
tho»e  kings  that  had  reigned  at  Tyre,  be  came    that  is  the  pomt  that  1  have  clearly  proved  VMf 
to  Hiromland  savs  thus:-"  Upon  the  death    of  our  sacred  wnUngs  »■  "X /\;>'\'5";''"-     . . 
of  Abibalus,  his  son   Hirom  took  the  king-  I       19.   I  will  now  relate  what  hath  l,eet  v^fit^. 
dom;   he  lived  fiflv-lhree  vears,  and  reigned  I  ten  concerning  us  in  the  Chaldean  h>.ioo«<^i 
thi,tv-four.     He  ra'ised  a  hink  on  that  called  1  which  records  have  a  great  agrcemej.t  vi.U 
tl,e  hroad  place,  and  dedicated  that    gol.len  i  our    books    m    other    things    also.  .   «J™»'^. 
pdlar  which  is  in  Jnpiters  temple;    he  also    sh.U  be  witness  to  what  I  ^>^    "=   ""^  '* 
went  and  cut  down  tind.er  from  the  moun- I  birth  a  Chaldean,  well  known  by    he      ar„.^^^^ 
Uin  called  Libanus,  and  got  timber  of  cedar    on  account  of  his  pubhcation  o    the  Chaldf-ut 
^r  the  roofs  of  the  tempL.     He  al.o  pulled    books    of  astronomy   and    phdosopby  among, 
down  the  old  temples,  and  built  new  ones:    ''- ^^^^s.    Tins  Berost^s    the,x-lo,Oo  o^«. 
be-.des  this,  he  consecrated  the  temples  of  Her-    mg  the  most  ancient  records  ot     lu.     natK^n^ 
cule-  and  Astarte.      He  first  built  Hercules's    gives   us   a   history  ot  the  deluge  of    watei, 
Itple    in  ttmonth    Peritus,   and   that  of   that  then  happened,  and  of  >'- "- "- '-^^V' 
a1  art;  when  he  made  hU  expedition  against    mankm.l    thereby    -d    agrees  -  ^^/'-^;* 
the   Titvans    who   would   not   pav   him  their    narration    thereot        He    also    gives    us    an, 
tribute  -and' when  he  had  sul,aJed  tliem  to    account  of  that  ark  wherein  Noah     he  origm 
him^^elf  he  returned  home.      Under  this  king    of   our    race,    was    preserved     when    It    «».■,, 
ti:,.  was  a  vounger  son  of  Abdemon.  who    brought  to  the  highest  part  "the  A,,,,,...,, 
mastered  the  problems  which   Solomon,  king    mountains:    after  which  he  gue»  us  a  .,ata-, 
"ulrusalem,  bad  recommended  to  be  solved."    logue  oi  the  posterity  of  >oah    -  '  -i  s^^e 
N>nv  the  time  from  this  king  to  the  building    years  ot  their  chronoiogy,  and  at  length  .  oi^e. 
of  Carthage,  is  thus  calculated:-"  Upon  the    down  to  >abolassar,  who  was  k  ng  ot  Uabj-, 
death  of  flirom.  Bulcazaru,  his  son  took  tb.    Ion,  and    of  the    Chaldeans       And  «lien  ne. 
kmgdom-     he      ived    forty-three    vear.-,    and    wasrelatingtheactsotthisk.nghedescr.be,, 
rSd  seven  vears:  after'him   succeeded  his    to  us  how   he  sent  "-.-»   ^f  -  f -^^ 
son  Abdastarti,;  he  lived  twenty-mi.e  years,  |  :.ga,n.,t  Lgypt.  and  against  «"      .;^ '^-      "^  "^ 
and   reie.ied  nine  vears.      Now  four  sons  of  i  great    ar.ny,   upon    his    being    ..do  med    that 
U,,.''eploUed  gainst  him  and  slew  him,  I  they  had    '^^'^^  ^^'Z^'"^'- rtJZ ^ 
the    eldest   of    whom    reicned   twelve   year,:  I  that  means,  he  subdued  them  all,  arid  set  our 
after  them  came  As,ar.us^be  son  of  Deleas- I  temple  that  was  at  ^^-^'^""J'^^l 

tartu.:  he  lived  fifty-tour  years,  and  r-it'»-d  '  ">'<1 ''-"'"^^'l  °"7™1''V"T  LTto  HabT 
twehe  vears:  after  lam  came  his  biotherl  own  country,  and  transferred  them  to  Habj- 
Ase'^us:  h'e  lived  fifty-four  vears,  and  Ion;  when  it  so  happened  that  our  city  wa, 
reigr/..!  nine  vears:  he  was  slam  by  bis  desolate  dur.ng  the  .nterval  of  seventj,  years 
brotl.e,    Pkeles:  who  took   the  kingdom  and  '  until  the  days  of  Cyrus  king  ot   Pe,    a  c 

reigrcJ  but  eight  months,  though  he  lived  th.n  says,  "  That  this  Babylon  an  king  cou- 
fifty  ).ars.  he  was  slain  bv  I.hobalus,  the  quered  Egypt,  and  Syria  and  1  l'«"'-;^- »"<' 
priest!  of  Astarte,  who  reigned  thirty-two  ,  Arabia;  and  exceeded  in  his  explou,  all  haf 
vear.,a.:i  lived  si.xtveight  years:  he  was  I  had  reigned  betore  him  in  Babylon  and  ChJ- 
succeeded  bv  his  soirBadezorus,  who  lived  dea."  A  little  after  which,  Berosus  subjc  s 
fortv-fiv-eve'ars,  and  reigned  .six  years;  he  was  I  what  follows  m  h.s  History  ot  A.iaent 
suc4eded-bv  Ma.genus  h.s  son:  he  lived  '  T.mes.  I  w.U  set  down  «--"-  °«" 
■thirty-tno  vears,  and  reigned  .ime  )ears;  accounts,  which  are  these:-  ^^''^"^f -^"T, 
PygmJ.u,  succeeded  him:  be  lived  fitty-six  la.sar.  lather  of  xNabuehodonosoi,  hear.i  that 
years,  a,,d  reigned  tortyseven  y.ars.  ^.w,  tl,e  governor  whom  he  had  set  "^J*,  L^JF^, 
in  th:  ...ven.h  >oar  of  his  reife-n,    1=  s,...,  ned    and  over  the  parts  ot  Celesyna  and  I  hmnw. 
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had  revolted  from  him,  he  ww  not  able  to 

'bear  it  any  longer;  but  committing  certain 
[Mrts  of  bis  army  to  his  son  Nabuchodonosor, 
wlio  WH3  tl;en  but  young,  he  sent  him  apainst 
the  rebel:  Nabuchodonosor  joined  battle  with 
h'ln,  and  conquered  him,  and  reduced  the 
«oniitry  under  his  dominion  again.  Now  it 
«o  fell  out,  that  his  father  Nabolassar  fell  into 
«  distemper  at  this  time,  and  died  in  the  city 
■of  IJttbylon,  after  be  had  reijjned  twenty- 
nine  years.  But  as  he  understood,  in  a  little 
time,  that  hl~  father  Nabolassar  was  dead,  he 
eet  the  atfjirs  of  Egypt  and  the  other  coun- 
tries in  order,  and  committed  the  captives  he 
bad  taken  from  the  Jews,  and  Phoenicians, 
and  Syrians,  and  of  the  nations  belonging  to 
Kgypt,  to  Slime  of  hiB  friends,  that  they  might 
conduct  that  part  of  the  forces  that  had  on 
heayy  armour,  with  the  rest  of  his  bnggage, 
to  Babylunia;  while  he  went  in  haste,  having 
but  a  tew  with  him,  over  the  desert  to  liaby- 
ton;  whither  when  he  was  come,  he  found 
the  pubHc  alf.iirs  had  been  managed  by  the 
Chaldeans,  anil  that  the  principal  persons 
among  them  had  preserved  the  kingdom  for 
bin).  Acconinigly,  he  now  entirely  obtained 
all  his  father's  dominions.  He  then  carne, 
and  ordered  the  captives  to  be  placed  as  colo- 
nies in  the  most  proper  places  of  Babylonia : 
but  for  himself,  be  adorned  the  temple  of 
Belus,  and  the  other  temples,  after  an  elegant 
manner,  out  of  the  spoils  he  had  taken  in  this 
war.  He  also  rebuilt  the  old  city,  and  added 
another  to  it  on  the  outsitle,  and  so  far  re- 
Btored  Babylon,  that  none  who  should  besiege 
it  afterwards  might  have  it  in  their  power  to 
divert  the  river,  so  as  to  facilitate  an  entrance 
into  it ;  and  this  he  did  by  building  three 
w-.dls  about  the  inner  city,  and  three  about 
the  outer.  Some  of  these  walls  he  built  of 
burnt  brick  and  bitumen,  and  some  of  brick 
only.  So  when  he  had  thus  fortified  the  city 
with  walls,  after  an  excellent  manner,  and 
had  adorned  the  gates  magnificently,  he  added 
a  new  palace  to  that  which  his  father  had 
dwelt  in,  and  this  close  by  it  also,  and  that 
more  eminent  in  its  height,  and  in  its  great 
splendour.  It  would  perhaps  require  too  long 
a  narration,  if  any  one  were  to  describe  it. 
llowever,  as  prodigiously  large  and  magnifi- 
cent as  it  was,  it  was  tinished  in  tifteen  days. 
Now  in  this  palace  he  erected  very  high 
w-alks,  supported  by  stone  pillars,  and  by 
planting  what  was  called  a  pitisiU  parailise, 
and  replenishing  it  with  all  sorts  of  trees,  he 
rendered  the  prospect  of  an  exact  resemblance 
of  a  mountainous  country.  This  he  did  to 
please  his  ([ueen,  because  she  had  been  brought 
up  in  Media,  and  was  fond  of  a  loountaiiious 
(ituatioii," 

"iO.  This  is  what  Berosus  relates  concern- 
irg  the  fure- mentioned  king,  as  he  relates 
muny  other  things  about  him  also  in  the  tuir.l 
book  of  his  Chaliiean  History;  whcriin  he 
co.'iiiildiiis  of  the  Grecian  writers  fur  »u|>i>us- 


ing,  without  any  foundation,  that  Babylon 
was  built  by  Seiniramis,*  queen  of  Assyria, 
and  for  her  false  pretence  to  those  wonderful 
edifices  thereto  relating,  as  if  they  were  her 
own  workmanship;  as  indeed  in  these  affairs 
the  Chaldean  History  cannot  but  be  the  most 
credible.  Moreover,  we  meet  with  a  confir- 
mation of  what  Berosus  says,  in  the  archives 
of  the  Pha?nician8,  concerning  this  king  Na- 
buchodonosor, that  he  conquered  all  Syria  mid 
Pha;nicia;  in  wliich  case  Pljilostratus  agrees 
with  the  others  in  that  history  which  he  com- 
posed, where  he  mentions  the  siege  of  Tyre; 
as  does  Megasthenes  also,  in  the  fourth  book 
of  his  Indian  History,  wherein  he  pretends  to 
prove  that  the  fore-mentioned  king  of  the  Ba- 
liylonians  was  superior  to  Hercules  in  strength 
and  the  greatness  of  his  exploits;  for  he  says 
that  he  conquered  a  great  part  of  Libya,  and 
conquered  Iberia  also.  Now,  as  to  >vhat  1 
have  said  before  about  the  temple  at  Jerusa- 
lem, that  it  was  fought  against  by  the  Baby- 
lonians, and  burnt  by  them,  but  was  0[iened 
again  when  Cyrus  had  taken  the  kingdom  of 
Asia,  shall  now  be  demonstrated  from  what 
Berosus  adds  farther  upon  that  head;  for  thus 
he  says  in  his  third  book:  —  "Nabuchodono- 
sor, alter  he  had  begun  to  build  the  fore- 
mentioned  wall,  fell  sick,  and  departed  this 
life,  when  he  had  reigned  forty-three  years; 
whereupon  his  son  Kvilmerodacb  obtained 
the  kingdom.  He  governed  public  aifairs 
lifter  an  illegal  and  impure  manner,  and  had 
a  plot  laid  against  him  by  Neriglissoor,  bis 
sister's  husband,  and  was  slain  by  him  when 
he  had  reigned  l>ut  two  years.  After  he  was 
slain,  Neriglissoor,  the  person  who  plotted 
against  him,  succeeded  biin  in  the  kingdom, 
and  reigned  four  years;  his  son  Laborosoar. 
chod  obtained  the  kingdom,  though  he  was 
but  a  child,  and  kept  it  nine  months;  but  by 
reason  of  the  very  ill-temper  and  ill  practices 
he  exhibited  to  the  world,  a  plot  was  liiid 
against  him  also  by  his  friends,  and  he  was 
tormented  to  death.  Alter  his  death,  the 
conspirators  got  together,  and  by  common 
consent  put  the  crown  upon  the  head  ot  Ka- 
bonnedus,  u  man  of  Babylon,  and  one  who 
belonged  to  that  insurrection.  In  his  reign 
it  was  that  the  walls  of  the  city  of  Babylon 
were  curiously  built  with  burnt  brick  and 
bitumen;  but  when  he  was  come  to  the  sevri-- 
teenth  year  of  his  reign,  Cyrus  came  out  ci 
Persia  with  a  great  army;  and  having  a!rea''y 
conquered  all  the  rest  of  Asia,  he  came  hast'\^ 
to  Babylonia.  When  Nabonnedus  perccivcc' 
he  was  couiing  to  attack  him,  be  met  Mt 
with  his  forces,  and,  joining  battle  with  hxvr^ 
was  beaten;  and  fled  away  with  a  few  of  hi- 
troops  with  him,  and  was  shut  up  withia  *Ve 
city   Borsippus.     Hereupon  Cyrus  took  I?» 

•  The  grrat  iniproveinents  tfnit  Nebuch3dnri:<.s^ 
tuadc  in  tbt:  tuiildm^-s  at  Uabjton.  do  co  \h'ay  Cuiitr.tdi-^' 
tlm>e  aiK-ieiit  aud  aiitlieiitic  ttfsnmonies  winch  a"'n'y? 
lis  llr^t  hiaidini;  lo  iNiinrod,  and  its  tirst  rt-biilluiu^  10 
^L-uiitiiiui!,  us  tltfiusus  secius  liere  to  suppose. 
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bylon,  and  gave  order  that  the  outer  walls  of 
the  city  should  be  demolished,  because  the  city 
bad  prove<i  very  troublesome  to  him,  and  coit 
him  a  great  deal  ot"  pains  to  take  il.  lie  then 
marched  away  to  Uorsippus,  to  besiege  Kabon- 
nedus;  but  as  Naboimedus  did  not  sustain  the 
biege,  but  delivered  himself  into  his  liands,  be 
was  at  iirst  kindly  used  by  Cyrus,  who  gave 
him  Carmaniu,  as  a  place  tor  bim  to  inhabit 
in,  but  sent  bim  out  of  Hahylonia.  Accor* 
dingly  Nabontiedus  spent  the  rest  of  bis  time 
lu  that  country,  and  there  died." 

21.  These  acctmnts  agree  with  the  true 
history  in  our  books;  for  in  them  it  is  writ- 
ten that  Nebuchudnezzur,  in  the  eighteenth 
year  of  his  reign,'  laid  our  temple  desolate, 
and  so  it  lay  in  tb^t  &tat«  of  obscurity  for 
fifty  years;  but  tlmt  in  the  second  year  of  the 
reign  of  Cyrus,  its  foundations  were  laid,  and 
it  was  tini&hed  again  in  the  second  f  year  of 
Darius.  I  will  now  add  the  records  of  the 
I'hanicians;  for  it  will  not  be  altogether 
supurlluous  to  give  the  reader  demonstrations 
more  than  enow  on  this  occasion.  In  them 
we  have  this  enumerulion  of  the  times  of  their 
several  kind's:  —  **  >i'abucbodonosor  buisit-ged 
Tyre  for  thirtt*eQ  years  in  the  days  of  Ubobal, 
their  king;  alter  him  reigned  Bakl,  ten  years; 
after  him  were  judges  appointed,  who  judged 
the  people:  Ecuibalus,  the  son  of  Bai^acus, 
two  months;  Chelbes,  the  son  of  Abdeus, 
ten  months;  Abhar,  the  high-priest,  three 
months;  Mitgonus  and  Gerastral  js,  the  sons 
of  Abdelenius,  were  judges  six  years;  after 
whom  Balatorus  reigued  one  year;  after  bis 
death  tbey  sent  and  fetched  Merbalus  from 
Babylon,  who  reigned  four  )ears;  after  his 
death  tbey  sent  fur  his  brother  Hirom,  who 
reigned  twenty  years.  Under  his  reign  Cyrus 
became  king  of  Tersia."  So  that  the  whole 
interval  is  fifty-four  years  besides  three 
months;  for  in  the  seventh  year  of  the  reign 
of  Nebuchadnezzar  he  began  to  besiege  Tyre; 
and  Cyrus  the  Persian  touk  the  kingdom  in 
the  fourteenth  year  uf  Uirom.  So  that  the 
records  of  the  Chaldeans  and  Tyrians  agree 
with  our  writings  about  this  temple;  and  the 
testimonies  here  produced  arc  an  indisputable 
and  undeniable  attestation  to  the  aialiquity  of 
our  nation;  and  1  suppose  that  what  1  have 
already  said  may  be  sulhcient  to  such  as  are 
not  very  contentious. 

•22.  But  now  it  is  proper  to  satisfy  the 
inquiry  of  those  that  disbeUeve  the  records  of 

*  This  number  in  Josephus.  that  Nebuchadnezzar 
defltroycd  the  templr  tu  Die  t-ighteenili  year  ol  his  l•■^Il, 
is  a  mistake  in  the  Dic«ty  ot  cbrunoto^y ;  lur  it  was  in  the 
ninetreoth. 

+  Tbe  true  number  here  for  Ibe  year  of  Darius,  in 
which  the  second  temple  was  Oniilicd,  wbelbrr  llie 
tecoiid  with  our  present  copies  or  tbt;  »i\lh  wiib  that  ot 
Syncellus,  or  the  leiitb  with  that  of  Eus«liiu5,  is  very 
UQcertain;  so  we  hud  best  lollovv  Josephus's  uwii account 
e»ewl>ere,  Aoliq.  b.  xi.  ub.  iiu  sert.  4.  whicli  sbow^  us, 
that  arcuidiii^  to  bis  copy  of  the  tild  '( e!>(;imei::l.  after 
tile  S€C<jt)d  ol  <'>rus,  lh;kl  »(,rk  was  i:ilriru[ilrd  till  the 
Bei-uuti  ul  Uaiiub.  wiu-ii  m  »veii  years  U  hu«  hmshsil  m 
the  uiiitli  ol  Dujivis. 


barbarians,  and  think  none  but  Greeks  to  be 
worthy  of  credit,  and  to  produce  many  of 
these  very  Greeks  who  were  acquainted  with 
our  nation,  and  to  set  before  them  such 
as  upon  occasion  have  made  mention  of  us 
in  their  own  writings.  P>thagoras,  therefore, 
of  Samos,  lived  in  very  ancient  times,  and  was 
esteemed  a  person  superior  to  all  philosophers, 
in  wisdom  and  piety  towards  God.  Now  it 
is  plain  (hat  he  did  not  only  know  our  doc- 
trines, but  waa  in  very  great  measure  a  fuU 
louer  aiid  admirer  of  them.  There  is  not 
indeed  extant  any  writing  that  is  owned  fur 
his;^  but  many  there  are  who  have  written 
his  history,  uf  whom  Hermippus  is  the  most 
celebrated,  who  was  a  person  very  inquisitive 
in  all  sorts  of  history.  Kow  this  Hermippus, 
in  his  first  book  concerning  Pythagoras,  speaks 
thus: — "That  Pythagoras,  upon  the  death  uf 
one  of  his  associates,  whose  name  was  CaJ- 
lipbon,  a  Crotoniate  by  birth,  affirmed  that 
this  man's  soul  conversed  with  him  both  night 
and  day,  and  enjoined  him  not  to  pass  over  a 
place  where  an  ass  had  fallen  down;  as  also 
not  to  drink  of  such  waters  as  caused  thirst 
again;  atid  to  abstain  from  all  sort»  of 
reproaches."  After  which  he  adds  thus:  — 
"  This  be  did  and  said  in  imitation  ot  the 
di}ctriucs  of  the  Jews  and  Tbrarians,  wbici 
he  transferred  into  his  own  philosophy."  For 
it  is  very  truly  allirmed  of  this  Pythagoras, 
that  he  took  a  great  many  of  the  laws  uf  tbe 
Jews  into  his  own  philosophy.  Nor  was  our 
nation  unknown  of  old  to  several  of  the  Gre- 
cian cities,  and  indeed  was  thought  worthy  of 
imitation  by  some  of  them.  This  is  declared 
by  Theophrastus,  in  his  writings  concerning 
laws;  fur  be  says  that  '*  the  laws  of  the 
Tyrians  forbid  men  to  swear  foreign  oaths." 
Among  which  he  enumerates  some  others, 
and  particularly  that  called  Corl/an;  which 
oath  can  only  be  found  among  the  Jews,  and 
declares  what  a  man  may  call  '*  A  thing 
devoted  to  God."  Nor  indeed  was  Herodotus, 
of  Halicarnassus,  unacquainted  with  our  nation, 
but  mentions  it  after  a  way  of  bis  own, 
when  he  saitb  thus,  in  the  second  book  con- 
cerning the  Colchians.  His  words  are  these; 
—  '*  Tbe  only  |)eople  who  were  circumcised  in 
their  privy  members  originally,  were  the  CoU 
chiall^,  the  Kgyptians,  and  the  Ethiopians; 
but  tbe  Phoenicians  and  those  Syrians  that  are 
in  Palestine,  confess  that  they  learned  it  from 
the  Egyptians;  and  as  for  those  Syrians  who 
live  abuut  the  rivers  Thermodon  and  Parthe- 
niu^i,  and  their  neighbours  tbe  Macrones,  tbey 
say  they  have  lately  learned  it  from  the  Col- 
chiuns;  for  these  are  the  only  people  that  are 
circuniciseU  atuong  mankind, andappearto  have 
done  the  very  same  thing  with  the  Egyptians; 

}  This  is  a  Ihmc  well  known  by  tbe  learned,  that  we 
air  iioi  stvtire  \tm.X  we  have  any  genuine  wnting*  of 
l*\Ili3::t>ra»;  |lio*e  (iulden  Vci»-s.  which  are  hi >  beat 
leuiuins.  Iwiiitf  Kcutrijiy  Bupt;osed  ki  bave  be*  a  written 
t  ot  by  hiitiM:il.  tiut  ii>  ^uCir  ol  Lib  &.:tiol;>n>  only,  Ul 
Ji;reemi;al  Witli  wJHkl  Ji<Kei*bu9  bete  a(brin>  u'  hiiu. 
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bat  as  for  the  Egrptiansand  Gtbiopians  them- 
■eUes,  1  aui  not  «ble  to  say  which  of  them 
r^ceivfd  it  from  the  other."  This  there- 
tore  is  what  Herodotus  says,  that  *'the  Sy- 
rians that  are  in  Palestine  are  circumcised." 
Utit  there  are  no  itihabitants  of  Pa1estii>e  that 
are  circumcised  exceptinjf  the  Jews;  and 
therefore  it  must  be  his  knowledge  of  them 
that  enahied  him  to  speak  80  much  concern- 
iop  them.  Cherilus*  ulso,  a  still  ancientrr 
writer,  and  a  pout,  makes  mention  of  our 
nation,  and  informs  us  that  it  came  to  the 
•ssistaiice  of  kinp  X(?rxe>,  in  his  expedition 
a^iinst  Greece ;  tor  in  his  enumeration  of  all 
those  nations,  he  last  of  all  inserts  ours  amoiij; 
tte  rest,  when  he  says: — **  At  the  last  there 
passed  over  a  people,  wonderful  to  he  beheld; 
for  they  spake  the  Pha»nician  tonijue  with 
their  mouths;  they  dwelt  in  the  Solymean 
mountains,  n^ar  abroad  lake;  thi-ir heads  were 
Booty;  they  had  round  rasures  on  them  :  their 
heads  and  faces  were  like  nasty  horse-heads 
also,  that  had  been  hardened  in  the  smoke."  I 
think,  therefore,  that  it  is  evident  to  everybody 
that  ChcriUis  means  us,  because  the  Soly- 
mean mountains  are  in  our  country,  wherein 
we  inhabit,  as  is  also  the  lake  called  Asphal- 
titis;  for  this  is  a  broader  and  larger  lake  thnn 
any  other  that  is  in  Syria:  and  thus  does 
Cherilus  make  rr.ention  of  us.  But  now  that 
not  only  the  lowest  sort  of  the  Grecians,  but 
those  that  are  held  in  the  greatest  admiration 
for  their  philosophic  improvements  among 
them,  did  not  only  know  the  Jews,  but,  when 
they  lifjhted  upon  any  of  them  admired  them 
aluo,  it  is  easy  for  any  one  to  know;  for  Clear- 

•  Whether  (neir  r^rsMi  of  CherDuft.  Ihp  Iteathen 
iif>ft.  in  thr  days  of  Xrrxps.  belimti  to  \h^  Snlytui  in 
risidia.  that  were  near  a  rmid  lak^,  or  to  the  Jrws  that 
dwelt  on  the  Solymean  or  Jenisalem  moiinlaint.  near 
the  prat  anH  broad  lake  Asphaltin*.  that  were  a  flran.;p 
|>eople.  and  spake  the  I'hoenician  toneoe.  is  not  a^rrrd 
un  by  the  learned.  It  in  yet  certain  that  .fosephwt  hew, 
and  Etisehjiin  (l*r«p.  ix.  9.  p.  4la)  took  therti  to  be 
Jews;  and  I  confesi  I  ciinnot  but  very  much  incline  to 
the  same  opinion.  The  other  Soivmi  were  not  a  strange 
nenple.  but  heathen  tdolators,  like  the  other  parts  of 
Xerxes's  army;  and  that  these  spake  the  Phocniciati 
•ontjiie,  is  next  to  irapossihle,  as  the  Jews  certainly  did  ; 
nor  is  there  the  least  evidence  tor  it  etHewh^re.  Kor 
wan  the  lake  adjoinintf  to  the  mounhiins  of  tl»e  Solymi 
•t  alt  laTije  or  broad,  in  romparit>nn  of  the  Jewish  lake 
Asphaltitis;  nor  iiwJeed  were  these  so  considerable  a 
people  as  the  Jews,  nor  so  likely  1o  be  desired  by  Xtxcs 
for  liis  army  as  Ihe  Je\r«.  to  whom  he  was  always  very 
favonrable.  As  for  the  rest  of  Cherilns's  description, 
tiiat  "  their  heads  were  sooty ;  that  they  had  round  ra- 
surea  on  their  heads;  that  their  beails  and  f-tees  were 
like  nisly  horse-heads.  which  had  been  hardened  in  the 
om»ke;*'  these  awkward  chamrters  probably  fitted  the 
Solymi  of  PiMflia  no  better  than  thi-y  did  the  Jews  in 
Jiidea:  and  indeed  tliis  reproachfttl  lani^nage,  here  jjiven 
1h<-se  pcopV,  is  to  me  a  stronc  indication  that  they  were 
the  poor  devpicrihle  Jews,  and  mtt  tl»e  f'isidian  Solynii 
celfbratfd  in  Homer,  whom  Cheribjs  here  describe^; 
Bor  are  we  t.i  expect  that  ci1l*er  Cherilus  or  Hecaleus, 
or  any  ntht-r  Pa^an  writers  cited  by  Jascpbus  and  Tnsp- 
hhi^.  m^de  no  luislakes  in  lite  Jewish  hi-t<iry.  If  by 
cnniparinj  their  <estiinoni<-8  witli  the  more  aiitlientic  re- 
cords (it  ibat  aat:oa.  M-e  And  tlirni  fur  ihe  inam  lo  eon- 
firm  the  suQ}*'.  a*  We  a'mll^t  always  do.  wc  ou;;ht  (o  he 
«4li«fi«d,  and  n^^it  t-iexpeet  thai  ihoy  ever  h*H  an  ex;vct 
it't»nwl<*dee  of  all  the  cirnim-itances  •»!  tin:  Jewish  af- 
fktni.  tth^ch  indeed  it  was  almost  alwu't  iQijjus5Lt)Ie  for 
them  t«  bav*.  —See  secL  23. 


chus,  who  was  the  scholar  of  Aristotle,  and 
inferior  to  no  one  of  the  Peripatetics  whomso- 
ever, in  his  first  book  concerning  sleep,  says 
that  '*  Aristotle,  his  master,  related  what  fol- 
lows of  a  Jew,"  and  sets  down  Aristotle's  own 
discourse  with  him.  The  account  is  this,  as 
WTitten  down  by  him:  "Now,  for  a  preat 
part  of  what  this  Jew  said,  it  would  be  too 
ionp  to  recite  it;  btitwbat  includes  in  it  b.nh 
wonder  ami  philosophy,  it  may  not  be  arni^s 
to  diwourse  of.  Now,  that  I  may  be  plain 
with  thee,  Hypcrochides,  I  shall  herein  seem 
to  thee  to  relate  wonders,  and  what  will  re- 
semble dreams  themselves.  Hereupon  Hypc- 
rochides answered  modestly,  and  said.  For 
that  very  reason  It  is  that  all  of  us  are  very 
desirous  of  hearing'  what  thou  art  going  to  say. 
Then  replied  Aristotle,  For  this  cause  it  will 
be  the  be>t  way  to  imitate  that  rule  of  the 
Rhetoricians,  which  requires  us  first  to  give 
an  account  of  the  man,  and  of  what  nation  he 
was,  that  so  we  may  not  contradict  our  mas- 
ter's directions.  Then  said  Hyperochides, 
Go  on,  if  it  so  pleases  thee.  This  man  then 
[answered  Aristotle],  was  by  birth  a  Jew,  and 
came  from  Cele>yria;  these  Jews  are  derived 
from  the  Indian  philosophers;  they  are  named 
by  the  Imlians  Calami^  and  by  the  Syrians 
Judai,  and  took  their  name  from  the  country 
they  inhabit,  which  is  called  Judea ;  but  for 
the  name  of  their  city  it  is  a  very  awkward 
one,  for  they  call  it  Jerusalem.  Now  this  man, 
when  he  was  hospitably  treated  by  a  great 
many,  came  down  from  the  upper  country  to 
the  places  near  the  sea,  and  became  a  Grecian, 
not  only  in  his  lanpiage,  but  in  his  soul  also; 
insomuch  that  when  we  ourselves  happened 
to  be  in  Asia  about  the  same  places  whither 
he  came,  he  conversed  with  us  and  with  othpr 
philosophical  persons,  and  made  a  trial  of  our 
skill  in  philosophy ;  and  as  he  had  lived  with 
many  learned  men,  he  communicated  to  us 
more  information  than  he  received  from  us." 
This  is  Aristotle's  account  of  the  matter,  as 
given  us  by  Clearchus ;  which  Aristotle  dis- 
coursed also  particularly  of  the  great  and  won- 
derful fortitude  of  this  Jew  in  bis  diet,  and  con- 
tinejit  way  of  living,  as  those  that  please  may 
learn  more  about  him  from  Clearchus's  book 
itself;  for  I  avoid  setting  down  any  more  than 
is  sufficient  for  my  purpose.  Now  Clearchus 
said  this  by  way  of  digression  for  his  main  de- 
sign wasof  anothernature;  but  for  Hecateusof 
Abdera,  who  was  both  a  philosopher,  and  one 
very  useful  in  an  active  life,  he  was  contempo- 
ra*-y  with  king- Alexander  in  his  youth,  and  af- 
terward was  with  Ptolemy,  the  son  of  Lagus  ; 
he  did  not  write  about  the  Jewish  adairs  by  the 
byeonly,  but  composed  an  entire  book  concern- 
ing the  Jews  themselves;  out  of  which  book  I 
am  willing  to  run  over  a  few  things,  of  which 
i  have  been  treatitig,  by  way  of  epitome.  And 
in  the  first  place  I  will  demonstrate  the  time 
when  this  llec.iteus  lived,  for  he  mentions  the 
light  thatwas  between  Ptolemyand  DeDi«triu^ 
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about  Gatkt  wWch  was  fought  in  the  eleventh 
year  after  the  death  o(  Alexandt^r.  and  in  the 
iiuDdred  and  seventeenth  olympiHd,  as  CaRtor 
says  in  bis  history.    For  when  he  had  tet  dovvn 
thU  olympiad,  be  says  farther,  tbat  **  on  this 
.olympiad   Ptolemy,  the   son   of    Lagus,  beat 
•in  battle  Demetrius,  tfae  son  of  Antigonus,  who 
was  named  Poliorcetes,  at  Ga»a."     Now  it  is 
,^reed  by  all^  that  Alexander  died  in  the  hun* 
dred  and  fourteenth  olympiad;  it  is  therefore 
,  evident,  that  our  nation  flourished  in  bis  time, 
,andinthe  time  of  Alexander.   A^^in,  Hecateiis 
saya  to  the  same  purpose,  as  follows : — '*  Pto- 
lemy got  possession  of  the  plarcs  in  Syria  after 
the  battle  at  Gaza;    and  many,   when  they 
heard  of  Ptolemy's  mo<lcration  and  humanity, 
went  along  with  him  to  Etfvpt,  and  were  wil- 
iling  to  assist  him  in  his  aflairs;  one  of  whom 
(Hecateus   says)   was    Hezekiah*    tie   high- 
priest  of  the  Jews;  a  man  of  about  sixty-six 
years  of  age,  and  in  preat  dignity  among  his 
own   people,      lie  was  a  very  sen^^ible  man. 
atKl  could  speak  very  movingly,  and  was  very 
skilful  in  the  management   of  affairs,  if  any 
j Other  man  ever  were  so ;  although,  as  he  says, 
.p\\  the  priests  of  the  Jews  took  tithes  of  the 
^products  of  the  earth,  and  managed  public 
'nffairs,  and  were  in  numlier  not  above  fifteen 
hundred  at  the  most."  Hecateus  mentions  this 
.Ilezekiah  a  second  time,  and  says,  that  *'as  be 
was   possessed  of  so  great  a  dignity,  and  was 
'Tjecpme  familiar  with  us,  so  did  he  take  certain 
of  those  that  were  with  him,  and  explained  to 
'^ero   all  the   circumstances  of  tbeir  people; 
for  he  had  all  their  habitations  antf  polity  down 
'iii   writing."      Moreover,   Hecateus   declares 
again,  "  what  regard  we  have  for  our  laws, 
and  that  we  resolve  to  endure  any  thing  ra- 
tlier  than  trangress  them,  because  we  think 
it  right  for  us  to  do  so."      "Whereupon   he 
adds,  that  **  although  they  are  in  a  bad  repu- 
"t'afion  among  their  neighbours,  and  among  all 
,',tbo^e  l"Kat  come  to  tbem,  and  have  been  often 
treated  injuriously  by   the  kings  and  gover- 
nors of  Persia,  yet  can  they  not  be  dissuaded 
from  acting  what  they  think  best ;  but  that 
when  tbey  are  stripped  on  this  account,  and 
have  torments  inflicted  upon  tbem,  and  they 
are  brought   to  the    most    terrible    kinds  of 
death,  they  meet  them  after  a  most  extraor- 
dinary manner,  beyond  all  other  people,  and 
will  not  renounce  the  religion  of  their  fore- 
fethers."     Hecateus  al«o  produces  demonstra- 
'tions  not  a  few  of  this  tbeir  resolute  tena- 
'^dousness  of  their  laws,  when  he  speaks  thus  : 
*'■  Alexander  was  onre  at   Babylon,  and  had 
ftn  intention  to  rebuild    the  temple  of  Belus 
fbat  was  fellen  to  decay,  and  in  order  thereto, 
be  commanded  all   his  soldiers  in  general  to 
bring  earth  thither.     But  the  Jews,  and  they 

■  •  This  Hezffctah,  who  is  hm  calS^  a  h'ifh-priest.  is 
oot  n&nied  in  Josephns'*  caltloenrj  the  real  bizb-priMt 
at  Mat  linif  being  ralher  ( truit*,  as  Archbishop  t&ber 
sGfpa-vs.  However.  Jo-iei'hHS  often  oses  the  word  hujh. 
priritt  in  the  plnra!  number,  as  liTinc  nanny  at  (be  lame 
lixoa.    S«c  the  Dole  oo  Antiq.  b^  XX-  ch.  fiii.Bcct.3> 


only,  would  not  comply  with  that  command - 
nay,  tbey  underwent  stripes  and  grent  losse* 
of  what  they  had  on  this  account,  till  iW  aing 
forgave  them  and  permitted  tbem  to  1: -e  in 
quiet."  He  adds  farther,  that  "  whr.i  the 
ftXacedonians  came  to  tbem  into  that  co«:rtry; 
and  demolished  the  [old]  temples  and  fbe  at* 
tar»,  tbey  assisted  tbciA  in  deiuolishiug  ''■Sein 
all  ;t  but  [for  not  as<^isti)kg  them  in  rebt^t*  iiog 
them]  they  either  underwent  lo^es.  or  s«? He- 
times  obtained  forgivene>->."  Ue  adds  fart  ler, 
that  "  tljese  men  deserve  to  he  admired  *^n  'hat 
account."  He  also  speaks  of  the  mighty  po- 
pnlou&uess  of  our  nation,  and  says,  thnt;  "the 
Persians  formerly  carried  away  many  ten  thoa- 
sands  of  our  people  to  fiabylon,  as  ulgo  rbat 
not  a  few  ten  thousands  were  removed  aftec 
Alexander's  death  into  Egypt  and  Phtenicia, 
by  reason  of  the  sedition  that  was  arii^en  io 
Syria."  The  same  person  takes  notice  in 
,  history,  how  large  the  country  is  which  vve 
inhabit,  as  well  as  of  its  excellent  character, 
land  says,  that  **  the  land  in  which  the  Jew* 
j  inhabit  contains  three  millions  of  arours,^ 
;  and  is  generally  of  a  most  excellent  and  most 
I  fruitful  soil;  nor  is  Judea  of  lesser  ciiroen- 
'  sions."  The  same  man  describes  our  city 
Jerusalem  also  itself  as  of  a  most  excellent 
structure,  and  very  large,  and  inhabited  from 
the  most  ancient  times.  He  also  discourses 
ef  the  multitude  of  men  in  it,  and  of  the 
construction  of  our  temple,  after  the  follow- 
ing manner  : — "  There  are  many  strong  places 
and  villages  (^says  he)  in  the  country  of  Ju- 
dea; but  one  strong  city  there  is,  out  fifty 
furlongs  in  circumference,  which  ablted 

by   a    hundred    and    twenty    thousand   men,. 
or  thereabouts  :§    they  call  it  Jerusalem. — 

f  So  I  md  tbe  trxt  with  HaTcrcamp,  tboufh  th» 
plarc  h*  diitru^. 

%  This  Dumber  of  aronrK-nr  E^vpltan  Mrm,  XOOO.i^jSit 
eacb  aruora  conlaininiE  a  sqaare  of  one  biindrcd  Kev^ 
lian  cubila  (heine  about  thm*  quarters  of  an  fcnflisb 
arre,  a^d  just  tw  re  iW  arra  of  the  court  i»l'  the  Je«isft 
tabernacle),  zs  roi>ta!nn1  in  tbe  eoiinlry  of  Judea.  vill 
be  about  uoe-lhirc)  of  tbe  entire  nomber  of  aroune  iik 
the  whoI«  ]a.nil  of  iiidea.:  suppoiang  it  one  boodred  an<) 
>ixiy  ■nea'.nrecl  viles  InB?.  and  s»«'enl^  aucli  mitei 
broad;  wbirb  e»tanatton,  tor  (be  fruittui  parts  of  ii,  a» 
per)  aps  berif  io  llt^ateus.  is  not  Iberrfore  very  wid» 
from  the.  InilK  The  titty  forlongit  in  compau  for  th* 
cit5  Jerusalem  p^  seDll>  ape  not  tery  wtd«  Irom  t-)« 
trutb  also,  ;bs  Jo»rphus  hiiose't  describes  it,  who.  of  *b* 
War.  b.  V.  (h.  it.  sect  '^,  makes  its  wall  lbirt«-tbree 
furioDf^  bei^ides  ibe  &ubnrb6  nnd  ^ardeDS;  njij.  he  saysy 
h.  T.  ch.  zii.  MCl.  i.  tbat  1  itus'^s  wait  abocl  it  fit  f*uuc 
small  distance,  afier  tbe  ^itrdens  aoil  suburbs  were  dc- 
stroxed,  was  not  iess  thaa  ibirn-oine  turkxig».  Nm 
perhaps  were  its  Constant  inhabitajtrs.  IQ  the  days  of 
Hecatrns,  many  n.ore  than  these  liO.UlO.  because  roon 
was  always  to  be  left  ior  vastly  erea'er  numliers  which 
came  up  at  tbe  Ibree  j^real  festivals;  to  say  nothlDv  of  tbe 
prubable  increase  io  their  rnmb^r  between  tbe  da.>s  oi 
Hecateus  and  Josepbas,  wKicli  wa^  at  leas!  Utrtx  hun- 
dred years;  bat  see  a  more  a^Watk  aetxinnt  of  some 
of  these  measures  in  my  Dt-scriptioQ  of  the  Jewish 
Temples.  Howevrr.  we  are  cot  to  expect  that  .such 
healler.s  as  Cberilus  or  Hecateua.  or  fbe  rest  that  ar» 
cited  by  J(,'vphus  and  Fn>**htHS,  roHld  aT«'id  makiaii 
many  inistikfs  in  (he  Jewish  hislorj,  whiie  yet  Ihoy 
stroii^W  cunlirm  Ihe  i-irot-  history  in  the  ^enenl.  ar.a 
are  most  vahiable  attestations  to  those  lU'^re  aulhenlN 
acc3Di)Ts  we  ban  in  tbe  Scriptures  anU  Jtue^iiS  Sutt 
cernini;  thf  re.  j 

i  See  tJie  tboTt  note.  _    ' 


BOOK  1. 


FLAVIUS  JOSEl'ilCS   Ar.AINS.'   Al'lON 


191 


There  is  about  the  middle  of  the  cit)\  a  wall 
ot'  ^tuiiL',  tbt*  length  of  which  is  five  hundred 
ifeL't.  and  the  breadth  a  hundred  cubits,  with 
double  cloisters;  wherein  there  is  a  square 
aitiir,  not  mode  of  hewn  stone,  but  compos-.d 
of  white  stones  gathered  tugcther,  havin;^'  eatti 
side  twenty  cubits  lon^',  and  its  altitude  ten 
cubits.  Hard  by  it  is  a  large  edihce,  wlierein 
there  is  an  altar  and  a  candlestick,  both  of 
gold,  and  in  weight  two  talents;  upon  thei^e 
there  is  a  li^l't  that  is  never  extinj<uisbed  nei- 
ther by  nife'ht  nor  by  day.  There  is  no  image, 
n:ir  any  thing,  nor  any  donations  therein; 
iiuthin^'  at.  all  is  there  planted,  neither  gruve, 
noi"  any  thing  of  that  sort.  The  priests  abide 
therein  botii  nights  and  <lays,  performing  oer- 
t.iin  pn.'ilteulions,  and  drinking  not  the  least 
drop  of  wine  while  they  are  in  the  temple." 
Moreover,  he  attests  that  we  Jews  went  as 
auxiliaries  ulung  with  king  Alexander,  and 
altrr   him    wifli    bis  successors.      I    will    add 


husband  Deinetrins,  while  yet  Seleurus  wou'^ 
not  murry  her  as  she  expected,  but  during  the 
time  of  his  ruisingan  army  at  Bub)  Ion,  stirred 
up  a  sedition  about  Antioch;  and  bow  after 
that  the  king  cune  bark,  and  upon  bik  taking 
of  Antiorh,  she  tied  to  Sclencia,  and  had  it  in 
her  power  to  sail  away  immediately,  yet  did 
she  comply  with  a  dream  which  forbade  he 
!-o  to  tlo,  and  so  was  eaught  and  put  to  dcat!i. 
AViien  Agatharchides  had  premised  this  story 
irid  bad  justed  upon  Stratonice  for  her 
superstition,  he  gives  a  like  example  of 
what  was  reported  concerning  us,  and  writes 
thus: — **  There  are  a  people  called  Jews, 
who  dwell  in  a  city  the  strongest  of  all 
other  cities,  which  the  inhabitants  call  Jeru- 
salem, and  are  accustomed  to  re^t  on  every 
seventh  day;'  on  which  times  they  make  no 
use  of  their  arms,  nor  meddle  with  hus- 
bandry, nor  take  care  of  any  affairs  of  Ide, 
but    s|)read    out    tlieir    hands    in    their    holy 


farther  what  he  says  he  learned  when  he  was  |  places,  and  pray  till  the  evening.  Now  it 
hiiiiBclf  with  (he  same  army,  concerning  the  I  eame  to  pass,  that  when  Ptolemy,  the  son  of 
wcliuns  of  a  man  that  was  a  Jew.  His  words  |  Lagus,  came  into  this  city  with  his  army, 
are  these-  —  **  As  I  was  myself  going  to  the  |  these  men,  in  observing  this  mad  custom  of 
Red  bea,  there  followed  us  a  man,  whose  theirs,  instead  of  guarding  the  city,  ^ulferei) 
name  was  MosoUam;  he  was  one  of  the  I  their  country  to  subniit  itself  to  u  bitter  lord; 
Jewish  horsemen  who  conducted  us;  he  was  a  ■  and  their  law  was  openly  proved  to  have 
person  of  great  courage,  of  a  strong  body,  I  commanded  a  fooli>h  practice.!  This  acei- 
and  by  all  allowed  to  be  the  most  skilful  I  dent  taught  all  othur  men  but  the  Jew-* 
areher  that  was  either  among  the  Greeks  or  !  to  disregard  such  dreams  as  these  were,  and 
barbarians.      Now  this  man,  as  people  were  in  '  not  to  follow  the  like  idle  suggestions  d^Ii- 


grcat  numbers  passing  along  the  road,  and  a 
certain  augur  was  observing  an  augury  by  a 
bird,  and  requiring  them  all    to    stand    still. 


vered  as  a  law,  when,  in  such  uncertainly 
of  human  rea>onings,  they  are  at  a  \o>^  what 
they  should    do."     Now  this   our   proceiiure 


iiiijuired  what  they  staid  for.  Hereupon  the  I  seems  a  ridiculous  thing  to  Agatharchi)ie> 
anj:ur  showed  him  tlie  bird  from  whence  he  I  but  will  appear  to  sueh  as  consider  it  without 
took  his  augury,  and  told  him  that  if  the  bird  |  prejudice  u  great  thing,  and  what  deserved  a 
ataid  where  he  was,  they  ought  all  to  stand  |  great  many  encomiums;  1  mean,  when  certain 
t-tdi;  but  that  if  he  got  up>  and  flew  onward,  i  men  constantly  prefer  the  observation  of 
they  u»ust  gO  forward;  but  that  if  he  Hew  i  their  laws,  and  their  religion  tovvunis  God, 
bacKward,  ti:ey  must  retire  again.  Mosollam  1  before  the  preservation  of  themselves  and 
made  no  reply,  but  drew  his  bow,  and  shot  at '  their  country. 

the  bird,  and  hit  him,  and  killed  him;  and  as]  23,  Now,  that  some  writers  have  omitted 
the  aui:ur  and  some  others  were  verv  angry,  I  to  mention  our  nation,  not  because  they  knew 
and  wished  imprucKtions  upon  him,  he  I  nothing  of  us,  but  because  they  envied  us,  or 
answered  them  thu^:  —  Why  are  you  so  mad  I  tor  some  other  unjuatiliable  reasons,  I  think 
as  to  take  this  most  unhappy  bird  into  your  t  1  can  demonstrate  by  particular  instancLs;  tor 
bands?  /or  bow  can  this  bird  give  us  any  true  i  Hieronymus,  who  wrote  the  History  of  [AIlx- 
luformation  concerning  our  march,  which  i  ander's]  Sueeessors,  lived  at  the  same  time 
could  not  foresee  how  to  save  hiinscdf?  tori  with  Hecateus,  and  was  a  friend  of  ki.'ig 
bad  he  been  able  to  foreknow  what  was  1  Antigoims,  and  president  of  Syria.  Nuu', 
future,  he  would  not  have  come  to  this  place,  lit  is  plain  that  Hecateus  wrote  an  entire  boek 
but  wotdd  have  been  afraid  lest  MosoUam  the  I  concerning  us,  while  Hieronymus  never  men- 
Jew  would  shoot  at  him,  and  kill  him."  But  i  tions  us  in  his  history,  although  he  was  bred 
of  HeGtteus's  testimonies  we  have  said '  up  very  near  to  the  places  where  we  live, 
enough;  for  as  to  such  as  desire  to  know  more  !  Thus  dilferent  irom  one  another  an:  ihf? 
of  them,  they  may  easily  obtain  them  from  I  incUnations  of  men;  while  the  one  thought 
hi«  book  itseltl  However.  I  shall  not  think  )  -ve  deserved  to  be  carefully  remeinbeieri, 
il  tro  much  tor  me  to  n-ime  Agatharchides,  as 
hiivii  g  made  mention  ot  us  Jews,  though  in  I 
way  of  (it-n-ion  at  our  siiiipHcity,  as  he  sup-  i 
pcses  it  to  ^t ;  lor  when  he  was  diseour>in:,' I 
ut  the  alfairs  ot  Stratonice,  "how  sht-  eame 
out    o*    Macedonia    into    Syria,  and  left  her ! 


•  A  nloriotta  testimony  \\ns  of  the  nbaervalion  of  Ihe 
•abbutli  bj  thi"  J*-w?t,  Set-  Anttrj.  o.  xvL  cb.  li.  wici. 
;;  and  cU  VI.  feci.  2;  the  Lilf .  ^it  I  i>4i  and  \Akr*i:.'v. 
ch.  ix.  sfcr    Iz 

*  *tJi  ttii-ti  law.  hill  tlie  su^iefslili'ius  mterpret.ilfon 
Ml  fiieir  lf.iil<-rs.  xvliirii  'ifiilicr  Uie  iVicicc4L>«eit  uo('  ou/ 
l>l(;3»<  d  >aviuur  il'.d  ever  a^'pro^b  oL 
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as  some  ill-disposed  passion  blinded  the 
olher's  mind  so  entirely,  that  he  could  not 
discern  the  truth.  And  now  certainly  the 
foregoing  records  of  the  Egyptians,  and 
Chaldeans,  and  Phoenicians,  together  with  so 
many  of  the  Greek  writers,  will  be  sufficient 
for  the  demonstration  of  our  antiquity.  More- 
over, besides  those  fore-mentioned,  Theophi- 
)us,  and  Tbeodotus,  and  JInaseas,  and  Aris- 
tophanes, and  Hermogenes,  Euhemerus  also, 
and  Conon,  and  Zopyrion,  and  perhaps  many 
others  (.for  1  have  not  lighted  upon  all  the 
Greek  books)  have  madedistinct  mentionof  us. 
It  is  true,  many  of  the  men  before-mentioned 
have  made  great  mistakes  about  the  true 
accounts  of  our  nation  in  the  earliest  times, 
because  they  had  not  perused  our  sacred  books; 
yet  have  they  all  of  them  afforded  their  testi- 
mony to  our  antiquity,  concerning  which  I 
am  now  treating.  However,  Demetrius 
I'balereus,  and  the  elder  Philo,  with  Eupo- 
linius,  have  not  greatly  missed  the  truth 
about  our  affairs;  whose  lesser  mistakes  ought 
thcrifore  to  be  forgiven  them;  for  it  was  not 
in  their  power  to  understand  our  writings 
with  the  utmost  accuracy. 

■24.   One  particular  there  is  still  remaining 
behind  of  what  I  at  first  proposed  to  speak 
to,   and    that    is  to    demonstrate   that    those 
calumnies  and  reproaches,   which  some  have 
thrown  upon  our  nation,  are  lies,  and  to  make 
use  of  those  writers'  own  testimonies  against 
themselves:    and    that    in    general  this    self- 
contradiction  hath  happened  to   many   other 
authors  by  reason  of   their  ill-will    to   some 
piople,  I  conclude,  is  not  unknown  to  such 
as   have    read   histories  with  sufficient  care; 
for  some  of  them  have  endeavoured  to  dis- 
grace  the    nobility   of  certain    nations,   and 
of  some  of  the  most  glorious  cities,  and  have 
cast  reproaches  upon  certain  forms  of  govern- 
ment.     Thus  hath  Thcopompus  abused  the 
city  of   Athens,   I'olycrates  that  of  Lacede- 
mon,  as  hath  he  that  wrote  the  Tripoliticus 
(^for  he  is  not  Thcopompus,  as  is  supposed  by 
some)  done  by  the  city  of  Thebes.      Timeus 
also  hath  greatly  abused  the  foregoing  people 
and  others  also;  and  this  ill-treatment  they 
use   chiefly  when   they   have   a  contest  with 
mtn  of  the  greatest  re'putation  ;  some,  out  of 
tiivv  and  niahce,  — and  others,  as  supposing 
that,  by  this  foolish   talking  of  theirs,  they 
niav  be' thought  worthy  of  bting  remembered 
inemselves  ;    and  indeed  they  do  by  no  means 
fail  of  their  hopes,  with  regard  to  the  foolish 
part  of  mankind,  but  men  of  sober  judgment 
still  condemn  them  of  great  malignity. 

■>o.  ^'ow  the  Egyptians  were  the  tirst  that 
cast  reproaches  upon  us;  in  order  to  please 
ttiach  nation,  some  others  undertook  to  per- 
vert the  truth,  while  they  would  neither  own 
tiiat  our  forefathers  came  into  Egypt  from 
auother  country,  as  the  tact  was,  nor  give  a 
true  account   of  our   i.eparlure  thence  ;    and 


hate  us  and  envy  us;  in  the  first  place, 
because  our  ancestors  had  had  the  domiiuon 
over  their  country,*  and  when  they  were 
delivered  from  them,  and  gone  to  their  own 
country  again,  they  lived  there  in  prosperity. 
In  the  re.xt  place,  the  difference  of  our 
religion  from  theirs  hath  occasioned  great 
enmity  between  us,  while  our  way  of  di\inc 
worship  did  as  much  exceed  that  which  their 
laws  appointed,  as  does  the  nature  of  Got! 
exceed  that  of  brute  beasts ;  for  so  far  they  all 
agree  through  the  whole  country,  to  esteem 
such  animals  as  gods,  although  they  differ 
from  one  another  in  the  peculiar  worship  they 
severally  pay  to  them;  and  certainly  men  they 
are  entirely  of  vain  and  foolish  minds,  who  have 
thus  accustomed  themselves  from  the  begin- 
ning to  have  such  bad  notions  concerning 
their  gods,  and  could  not  think  of  imitating 
that  decent  form  of  divine  worship  which  wc 
made  use  of,  though,  when  they  saw  our  in- 
stitutions approved  of  by  many  others,  they 
could  not  but  envy  us  on  that  account;  for 
some  of  them  have  proceeded  to  that  degree 
of  folly  and  meanness  in  their  conduct,  as  not 
to  scruple  to  contradict  their  own  ancient  re- 
cords, nay,  to  contradict  themselves  also  in 
their  wTitings,  and  yet  were  so  blinded  by 
their  passions  as  not  to  discern  it. 

26.  And  now  I  will  turn  my  discourse  to 
one  of  their  principal  writers,  whom  I  have  a 
little  before  made  use  of  as  a  witness  to  our 
antiquity;  I  mean  Manetho.f  He  promised 
to  interpret  the  Egyptian  history  out  of  their 
sacred  writings,  and  premised  this:  that  "  Our 
people  had  come  into  Egypt,  many  ten  thou- 
sands in  number,  and  subdued  its  inhabi- 
tants;"  and  when  he  had  farther  confessed, 
that  "  We  went  out  of  that  country  afterward, 
and  settled  in  that  country  which  is  now  called 
Judea,  and  there  built  Jerusalem  and  its  tem- 
ple." Now  thus  far  he  followed  his  ancient 
records;  but  after  this  he  permits  himself,  in 
order  to  appear  to  have  written  what  rumours 
and  reports  passed  abroad  about  the  Jews, 
and  introduces  incredible  narrations,  as  if  he 
would  have  the  Egyptian  multitude,  that  had 
the  leprosy  and  other  distempers,  to  have 
been  mixed'  with  us,  as  he  says  they  were,  and 
that  they  were  condemned  to  fly  out  ot  Egypt 


iodeed  the  Egyptians  look  uiaiiy  occasions  to  ,  jeosouajle. 


•  The  Phoenician  shepherds,  whom  Josephus  mistook 
(or  the  Israelites      See  the  nute  on  sect.   10. 

+  Id  reaiiiDg  this  arid  the  remaining  sections  of  this 
book,  and  some  pails  i>i  the  next,  one  mjy  e.isily  per- 
ceive that  our  usually  cool  and  candid  author.  Josephus. 
A-as  too  bighlv  oriended  with  the  impudent  calumiiie*  of 
VJanelbo,  aod'llie  other  bitter  enemies  of  the  Jews,  with 
shorn  he  bad  now  to  deal,  and  was  thereby  betrayed  into 
I  greater  heat  and  passion  than  ordinary,  and  that  by 
oDs<  t]0ciice  hedoes  not  hear  reason  w  ith  bis  usual  fairness 
uid  impartiality  ;  be  seems  to  depart  sometimes  from  Uie 
.reuty  ai.d  siueerity  of  a  faithful  historian,  which  is  his 
.•rand  character,  and  indulges  tne  prolixity  and  colours 
..f  a  pleader  and  a  disputant;  accordingly.  1  conless,  t 
always  read  these  sections  with  less  pleasure  than  1  do 
the  rest  of  his  writings,  though  I  fully  believe  the  re- 
proai-bes  cast  on  the  Jews,  which  he  here  endeavours 
to  confute  and  expose,  were  wnoUy  groundless  aod  un- 
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toretber ;  for  be  mentions  Ainenophis,  a  I 
hctitioua  king's  name,  tbuugh  on  that  account  I 
he  durst  not  set  <io«n  tbe  number  of  years  of 
his  reign,  which  yet  he  had  accurately  done  | 
as  to  the  other  kings  he  oientioiis;  be  then 
ascribes  certain  fabulous  stories  to  this  king, 
as  having  in  a  manner  forgotten  bow  he  bad 
already  related  that  tli«  departure  of  the  shep- 
herds for  Jerusalem  had  been  live  hundred 
anil  eighteen  years  before;  for  Tethmosis 
was  king  when  they  went  away.  Now,  from 
his  ilays,  the  reigns  of  the  intermediate  kings, 
accurdiug  to  Maiietho,  amounted  to  three 
hundred  aid  ninety-three  years,  as  he  says 
himself,  till  the  two  brothers,  Setbos  and  Uer- 
meus;  the  one  of  whom,  Sethos,  was  called  by 
that  other  name  of  Egyptus;  and  the  other, 
Uenneus,  hy  that  of  i)anaus.  He  also  says, 
that  Setbos  cast  the  other  out  of  Egypt,  and 
reigned  hfty-nine  years,  as  did  bis  eldest  son 
ilhampses  reign  after  him  sixty-six  years. 
When  Manetho  therefore  had  acknowledged 
that  our  lorefathers  were  goue  out  of  Egypt  so 
juany  \  ears  ago  he  introduces  his  hctitious  king 
Araeuophis.  and  suys  thus; — "  This  king  was 
desirous  to  btu;ome  a  spectator  of  the  gods,  as 
had  Orus,  oue  of  bis  predecessors  in  that 
kingdom,  desired  the  same  before  him ;  he 
aUo  communicated  that  his  desire  to  his  name- 
sake Ameiiophis,  who  was  the  son  of  Fapis, 
and  one  that  seemed  to  partake  o(  a  divine 
unlure,  both  as  to  wisdom  and  the  knowledge 
cf  tuturities.**  Manetho  adds,  "  How  this 
namesake  of  liis  tuld  him  that  be  Diight  see 
the  Kuds  ii  he  would  deur  the  whole  country 
of  the  lepers  and  of  the  other  impure  people; 
that  the  king  was  pleased  with  this  injunction, 
and  got  together  all  that  bad  any  defect  in 
iheir  bodies  out  of  Egypt.  And  that  their 
iiuiuher  whs  eighty  thousand;  whom  he  sent 
Co  those  quarries  which  are  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Aile,  that  they  might  work  in  them, 
4nd  might  be  separated  from  the  rest  of  the 
Egyptians."  He  says  farther,  that  **  There 
were  some  oi  the  learned  priests  that  were 
polluted  with  the  leprosy;  but  that  still  this 
Ainenophis,  the  wise  man  and  the  prophet, 
was  afraid  that  the  gods  would  be  angry  at 
him  and  at  the  king,  if  there  should  appear 
to  have  been  violence  oSered  them;  who  also 
added  this  farther  [out  of  his  sagacity  about 
futurities],  that  certain  people  would  come  to 
the  assistance  of  these  polluted  wretches,  and 
would  conquer  Egypt,  and  keep  it  in  their  pos- 
session thirteen  years:  that,  however,  he  durst 
Dot  tell  the  king  of  these  things,  but  that  he 
left  a  writing  behind  him  about  all  those  mat- 
ters, dud  then  sletv  himself,  which  made  the 
king  disconsolate."  After  which  he  writes 
1  lus,  verbatim : — **  After  those  that  were  sent 
to  work  ill  the  quarries  had  continued  in  that 
miserable  state  tor  a  long  while,  the  king  was 
desired  that  be  would  set  apart  the  city  Avaris, 
whicn  was  then  left  desolate  of  the  shepherds, 
Cor  their    habitation    and    protection ;    w  hich 


desire  he  granted  them.  Now  this  dty,  accord- 
ing to  the  ancient  theology,  was  Trypho's  city, 
liut  when  these  men  were  gotten  into  it, 
and  found  the  place  lit  for  a  revolt,  they  ap- 
pointed themselves  a  ruler  out  of  tht  priests 
of  ileliopolis,  whose  name  was  Osarsvpb,  and 
they  took  their  oaths  that  they  would  be  obe- 
dient to  him  in  all  things,  lie  then,  in  th 
tirst  place,  made  this  law  for  them,  That  the, 
should  neither  worship  the  Egyptian  gods 
nor  should  abstain  from  any  one  of  those 
sacred  animals  which  they  have  in  the  highest 
esteem,  but  kill  and  destroy  them  all;  that 
they  should  join  themselves  to  nobody  but  to 
those  that  were  of  this  confederacy. — \Vheii 
he  had  made  such  laws  as  these,  and  many 
more  such  as  were  mainly  opposite  to  the 
customs  of  the  Egyptians,'  he  gave  order  that 
they  should  use  the  multitude  of  the  bands 
they  had  in  building  walls  about  their  city, 
and  make  themselves  ready  for  a  war  with 
king  Anienophis,  while  be  did  himself  take 
into  his  friendship  the  other  priests  ajid  those 
that  were  polluted  with  them,  aud  sent  am- 
bassadors to  those  shepherds  who  had  been 
driven  out  of  the  land  by  I'ethinosis  ta  the  city 
called  Jerusalem  ;  whereby  he  inforuied  them 
of  his  own  alfoirs,  aud  of  the  state  of  those 
others  that  had  been  treated  after  such  an 
ignominious  manner,  and  de::ired  that  they 
would  come  with  one  consent  to  his  assistance 
ill  this  war  against  Egypt.  He  also  proniiseil 
that  he  would,  in  the  iirst  place,  bring  tlieni 
back  to  tbeii'  ancient  city  and  country  Avaris, 
and  prot  ide  a  plentiful  maintenance  fur  then 
multitude ;  that  be  would  protect  them  uno 
light  for  them  as  occasion  should  require,  Bn>- 
would  easily  reduce  the  country  under  tLci. 
dominion.  These  shepherds  were  all  vei\ 
glad  of  this  message,  and  came  away  witn 
alacrity  all  together,  being  iu  number  tH<i 
hundred  thousand  men;  and  iu  a  Ultle  tiuit 
they  came  to  Avaris.  And  now  Ainenophis 
the  king  of  Egypt,  upon  his  being  infuriiied 
of  their  invasion,  was  iu  great  contusion,  as 
calling  to  mind  what  Ameiiophis,  the  son  ot 
Papis,  had  foretold  him ;  and,  in  the  tils! 
place,  be  assembled  the  multitude  of  the  Egy  p- 
tians,  and  took  counsel  with  their  leaders,  an;i 
sent  for  their  sacred  animals  to  him,  e.-pecially 
for  those  that  were  principally  worshipped  i^ 
the  temples,  and  gave  a  particular  charge  to 
tlje  priests  distinctly,  that  they  should  hide 
the  images  of  their  gods  with  the  utmost 
care.  He  also  sent  bis  son  Sethos,  who  was 
also  named  Ramesses  from  his  father  Ilhamp- 
ses, being  but  live  years  old,  to  a  friend  of 
his.  He  then  passed  on  with  the  rest  of  the 
Egyptians,  being  three  hundred  thousand  of 
the  most  warlike  of  them,  against  the  ene- 
my,  who   met  them.     Yet  did  he  not  join 

•  Tbii  is  a  very   valuable    testimony   of   Manetho, 

that  ttielawBof  U&arsipti,  or  Moses,  were  nut  made  in 

compliance   with,  but  in  oppositiou  to.  tbe  customs  ot 

the  £^yptiaDS.     ^ee  the  note  oo  Anuq.  b.  ill.  ch.  viii, 

I  sc-t  9. 


800 


FLAVltJS  JOSEPHDS  AGAINST  APION. 


BOOK  I- 


batHe  with  them;  but  thinking  that  would 
be  to  fight  against  the  gods,  he  r^'turned  back 
and  came  to  Memphis,  where  be  took  Apis 
-ind  the  other  sacred  animals  which  he  had 
>ent  foi*to  him,  and  presently  marched  into 
Ktbiopia,  together  with  his  whole  army  and 
multitude  of  Egyptiar? :  for  the  kmg  of 
I'vthiopia  was  under  an  obligation  to  him,  on 
which  account  he  received  him,  and  took  care 
of  all  the  multitude  that  was  with  him,  while 
tbe  country  supplied  all  that  was  necessary  for 
tlic  food  ot  tbe  men.  He  al«o  allotted  cities 
Hiid  villages  for  this  exile,  that  was  to  be  from 
its  beginning  during  those  fatally-determined 
vnirteen  Vears.  Moreover,  he  pitched  a  camp 
fui  his  Ethiopian  army,  as  a  guard  to  king 
Ainenophis,  upon  the  borders  of  Egypt.  And 
ihi-t  was  tbe  state  of  things  in  Ethiopia.  But 
for  the  people  of  Jerusalem,  when  they  came 
tjown  together  >vith  the  polluted  Egyptians, 
they  treated  the  men  in  such  a  barbarous 
manner,  that  those  who  saw  how  they  subdued  ] 
the  fore -mentioned  country,  and  the  horrid 
w'ckedness  they  were  guilty  of,  thought  it  a 
mi>st  dreadful  thing;  for  they  did  not  only 
sft  the  cities  and  villages  on  fire,  but  were  not 
satisfied  till  they  had  been  guilty  of  sacrilege, 
and  destroyed  the  images  of  the  gods,  and  i 
used  them  in  roasting  those  sacred  animals  | 
that  used  to  be  worshipped,  and  forced  the 
priests  and  prophets  to  be  the  executioners  and 
murderers  of  those  animals,  and  then  ejected 
them  naked  out  of  the  country.  It  was  also 
reported  that  the  priest,  who  ordained  their 
polity  and  their  laws,  was  by  birth  of  Helio- 
polis ;  and  his  name  Osarsiph,  from  Osiris, 
who  was  the  god  of  Heliopolis;  but  that  when 
be  was  gone  over  to  these  people,  his  name 
was  changed,  and  he  was  called  Moses." 

27.   This  is  what  the  Egyptians  relate  about 
the    Jews,   with    much    more,   which    I  omit 
tor  the  sake  of  brevity.      But  ^till  Manetho 
goes  on,  that  "After this,  Amenopbis  returned 
from    Ethiopia    with    a    great    army,   as   did 
his  son    Rhainpses   with   another  army  also, 
and    that   both   of   them   joined    battle    with 
the    shepherds  and  the  polluted  people,  and 
beat  them,  and  slew  a  great  many  of  them, 
and  pursued  them  to  the  bounds  of  Syria." 
These  and  the  like  accounts  are  written  by 
Manetho.       But   I   will  demonstrate  that  he 
trides,  and  tells  arrani  lies,  after  I  have  made 
a  distinction  which  will  relate  to  what  I  am 
going  to  say  about  him;  for  this  Manetho  had 
grs.'itcd  and  confessed  that    this   nation   was  ' 
not    originally   Egyptian,  but    that    they  had  , 
cou,e    from    another    country,    and    subdued 
Egyi-l,  and  then  went  away  again  outofit.  But' 
thiU  iLose  Egyptians  who  were  thus  diseased  ! 
in    their    bodies    were    not    mingled  with  us ' 
aJfterward,  and   that  Moses  whu  brought  the  [ 
pecplc  out  was  iM>t  one  uf  that  eumpan),  but 
lived  many  generatiuua   earlier,  1  shall  eiidea-  i 
vo'*p  ro    (leuion«fiHe    irom    Manelho's    own  i 
acnuunts  themfrelvea. 


28.  Now,  for  the  first  occasion  of  thb  fic- 
tion, Manetho  supposes  what  is  no  better  than 
a  ridiculous  thing;  for  he  says  that  "King 
Amenopbis  desired  to  see  tbe  gods."  What 
gwls,  1  pray,  did  be  desire  to  'see  ?  If  be 
meant  tbe  gods  whom  their  laws  ordained  to 
be  worshipped,  tbe  ox,  the  goat,  the  crocodile, 
and  tbe  baboon,  he  saw  them  already;  but  for 
the  heavenly  go<ls,  how  could  he  see  tbeio, 
and  what  should  occasion  this  his  desire?  To 
be  sure,*  it  was  because  another  king  before 
him  bad  already  seen  them.  He  bad  then  been 
informed  what  sort  of  gods  they  were,  and 
after  what  manner  they  had  been  seen,  inno- 
much  that  be  did  not  stand  in  need  of  any 
new  artifice  for  obtaining  this  sight.  How- 
ever,  tbe  prophet  by  whose  means  tbe  king 
thought  to  compass  his  design  was  a  wise  man. 
If  so,  bow  came  he  not  to  know  that  such  bis 
desire  was  impossible  to  be  accomplished  ? 
for  the  event  did  i>ot  succeed.  And  what 
pretence  could  there  be  to  suppose  that  tbe 
gods  would  not  be  seen  by  reason  of  tbe  peo- 
ple's maims  in  their  bodies,  or  leprosy  ?  for  t  he 
godsare  not  angry  at  tbe  imperfection  of  bodies, 
but  at  wicked  practices;  and  as  to  eighty 
thousand  lepers,  and  those  in  au  ill  &tate  also, 
how  is  it  possible  to  have  them  gathered  to- 
gether in  one  day?  nay,  how  came  the  king 
not  to  comply  with  tbe  prophet?  for  bis  ir>- 
junction  was,  that  those  that  were  maimed 
should  be  expelled  out  of  Egypt,  while  the 
king  only  sent  them  to  work  in  tbe  quarries, 
as  if  be  were  rather  in  want  of  labourers,  tbau 
intended  to  purge  bis  country.  Be  says 
farther,  that  "  This  prophet  slew  himself,  as 
foreseeing  the  anger  ot'  the  gods,  and  those 
events  which  were  to  eoaie  upon  Egyp'* 
afterward;  and  that  he  left  this  prediction  for 
the  king  in  writing."  Be>ides,  huw  came  it 
to  pass  that  this  prophet  diil  not  foreknow 
his  own  death  at  the  first?  nay,  how  can»e 
he  not  to  contradict  the  king  in  his  desire  to 
see  the  gods  immediately  ?  how  came  that 
unreasonable  dread  upon  him  of  judgments 
that  were  not  to  happen  in  bis  lite-tiii>e;  or 
what  worse  thing  could  he  ^utfe^,  out  of  tbe 
fear  of  which  he  made  haste  to  kdi  himself? 
But  now  let  us  see  the  silliest  tbii>g  of  all: 
— the  king,  although  be  had  been  intornied 
of  these  things,  and  terrified  with  the  fear  of 
what  was  to  come,  yet  did  not  be  even  then 
eject  these  maimed  people  out  of  his  country, 
when  it  had  been  foretold  bim  that  be  was  to 
clear  Egypt  of  them;  but,  aa  Mai>etho  saxs, 
"He  then,  upon  their  request,  gave  ibeui 
that  city  to  inhabit,  which  bad  toiuierly 
belonged  to  the  shepherds,  aird  was  called 
AxTin*.  ;  whither  when  they  were  gone  in 
crowds  (he  says)  they  chose  one  thnt  lad 
fonneily  been  priest  of  Heliopohs;  and  t^al 
ibis  priest  hr-st  urfiained  that  tbey  shuuld  nei- 
ther woTshu'  tbe  goiis,  nor  aBstain  tioo.  tLo^ 
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animals  that  were  worshipped  by  the  Egyp- 
tians, hut  should  kill  and  eat  them  all,  and 
should  associate  with  nobody  but  those  that 
had  conspired  with  them ;  and  that  he  bound 
the  multitude  by  oaths  to  be  sure  to  continue 
inthoselawsjand  that  when  he  had  built  a  wall 
about  Avaris,  he  made  war  against  the  king." 
Manetlio  adds  also,  that  **  this  priest  sent 
to  Jerusalem  to  invite  that  people  to  come  to 
his  assistance,  and  promised  to  giVe  them 
Avaris;  for  that  it  h:u]  belonged  to  the  fore- 
fathers of  those  that  were  coming  from  Jeru- 
salem, and  that  when  they  were  come,  Ihey 
made  a  war  immediately  against  the  king, 
and  got  possession  of  all  Egypt."  He  says 
also,  that  "the  Egyptians  came  with  an  army 
of  two  hundred  thousand  men,  and  that  Ame- 
nophis,  the  king  wf  Eg>pt,  not  thinking  tliat 
he  ought  to  fight  against  the  gods,  ran  away 
presently  into  Etliiopia.  and  committed  Apis 
and  certain  other  of  their  sacred  animals  to 
the  priests,  and  conmianded  them  to  take 
care  of  prescning  them."  He  says  further, 
that  "  the  people  of  Jerusalem  came  accord- 
ingly upon  the  Egyptians,  and  overthrew 
their  cities,  and  burnt  their  temples,  and 
slew  their  horsemen,  and  in  short  abstained 
from  no  sort  of  wickedness  nor  barbarity , 
and  for  that  priest  who  settled  their  polity 
and  their  laws,"  he  says,  "  he  was  by  birth  of 
Heliopolis,  and  his  name  was  Osarsiph,  from 
Osiris  the  god  of  Heliopolis ;  but  that  he 
changed  his  name,  and  cdled  himself  Moses." 
He  then  says,  that  "  on  the  thirteenth  year 
afterward,  Amcnopliis,  according  to  the  fa- 
tal tin^e  of  the  duration  of  his  misfortunes, 
came  upon  them  out  of  Ethiopia  udth  a  great 
army,  and  joining  battle  with  the  shepherds 
and  with  the  polluted  people,  overcame  them 
in  battle,  and  slew  a  great  many  of  them, 
and  pursued  them  as  far  as  the  bounds  of 
Syria." 

29.  Now  Manetho  does  not  reflect  upon 
the  improbability  of  his  lie  ;  for  the  leprous 
people,  and  the  multitude  that  was  with  them, 
although  they  might  formerly^  have  been  an- 
gry at  the  king,  and  at  those  that  had  treated 
them  so  coarsely,  and  this  according  to  the 
prediction  of  the  prophet ;  yet  certainly, 
when  they  were  come  out  of  the  mines,  and 
had  received  of  the  king  a  city,  and  a  coun- 
try, they  would  have  grown  milder  towards 
him.  However,  had  they  ever  so  much  hated 
him  in  particular,  they  might  have  laid  a 
private  plot  against  himself,  but  would  hardly 
have  made  war  against  all  the  Eg^'ptians;  \ 
mean  this  on  the  account  of  the  great  kindred 
they  who  were  so  numerous  must  have  had 
among  them.  Nay  still,  if  they  had  resolved 
to  fight  with  the  men,  they  would  not  have 
had  impudence  enough  to  fight  with  their 
gods;  nor  would  they  have  ordained  lawi 
quite  contrar)'  to  those  of  their  own  country, 
and  to  those  in  which  they  had  been  bred  up 
themselves.     Yet  are  we  beholden  to  Mane- 


tho, that  he  does  not  lay  the  principal  charge 
of  this  horrid  transgresssion  upon  those  that 
came  from  Jerusalem,  but  says  that  the 
Egyptians  themselves  were  the  most  guilty, 
and  that  they  were  their  priests  that  contrived 
these  things,  and  made  the  multitude  take 
their  oaths  for  doing  so ;  but  still  bow  absurd 
is  it  to  suppose  that  none  of  these  people' 
own  relations  or  friends  should  be  prevail  d 
with  to  revolt,  nor  to  undergo  the  hazards  cl 
war  with  them;  while  these  polluted  people 
were  forced  to  send  to  Jerusalem,  and  brini^ 
their  auxiliaries  from  thence  I  What  friend- 
ship, 1  pray,  or  what  relation  was  there  for- 
merly between  them  that  required  this  assist- 
ance? On  the  contrary,  these  people  were 
enemies,  and  greatly  ditfered  from  them  in 
their  customs.  He  says,  indeed,  that  they 
complied  immediately,  upon  their  promisini,' 
them  that  they  should  confjuer  Egypt ;  as  it 
they  did  not  themselves  very  well  know  that 
country  out  of  which  they  had  been  driven 
by  force.  Now,  bad  these  men  been  in  want, 
or  lived  miserably,  perhaps  they  might  have 
undertaken  so  hazardous  an  enterprise ;  but 
as  they  dwelt  in  a  happy  city,  and  had  a  larpe 
country,  and  one  better  than  Egypt  itself, 
how  came  it  about,  that  for  the  sake  of  tbo:^e 
that  had  of  old  been  their  enemies,  of  those 
that  were  maimed  in  their  bodies,  and  of  those 
whom  none  of  their  own  relations  would  en- 
dure, they  shotdd  run  such  hazards  in  assist- 
ing them?  For  they  could  not  foresee  that 
the  king  would  run  aw;iy  from  them :  on  the 
contrary,  he  saith  himself,  that  **  Anieno- 
phis's  son  had  three  hundred  thoui^and  men 
with  him,  and  met  them  at  Pelusiuiii."  Now, 
to  be  sure,  those  that  came  could  not  be  ig- 
norant of  this  ;  but  for  the  king's  repentance  ■ 
and  flight,  how  could  they  possibly  guess  at 
it?  He  thfen  says,  that  "those  who  came  from 
Jerusalem,  and  made  this  invasion,  got  the 
granaries  of  Egypt  into  theic  possessmn,  and 
perpetrated  many  of  the  most  horrid  actions 
there."  And  thence  he  reproaches  them,  as 
though  he  had  not  himself  introduced  them 
as  enemies,  or  as  though  he  might  accuse 
such  as  were  invited  from  another  place  for 
80  doing,  when  the  natural  Egyptians  them 
selves  had  done  the  same  things  before  their 
coming,  and  had  taken  oaths  so  to  do.  How 
ever,  "  Amenophis,  some  lime  afterward, 
came  upon  them,  and  conquered  them  in  a 
battle,  and  slew  his  enemies,  and  drove  them 
before  him  as  far  as  Syria."  As  if  Egypt 
were  so  easil  v  taken  by  people  that  came 
from  any  place  whatsoever;  and  as  if  those 
that  had  conquered  it  by  war,  when  they 
were  informed  that  Amenophis  was  alive,  dia 
neither  fortify  the  avenues  out  of  Ethiopia 
into  it,  although  they  had  great  advantages 
for  doing  it,  nor  did  get  their  other  force* 
ready  for  their  defence  !  but  that  he  followed 
them  over  the  sanil^  de-ert,  and  slew  them  as 
far  an  S)ria;  while  yet  it  is  not  un  easy  thing 
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^,  .„  „„,  to  pas,  over  tb.t  coun.y,  e     n  J  Mc^s,  and  .^^  "-:;u';^e:^''V';;:: 
"'Lt    suppo,'dthat  ..'any  of  the  leP-.^?b:tVhn  he  bid  recourse  to  ... -ulcus  stones 

ao^'^v^;'.,    h-mto  have  been  a  wonderfuO  t-  h.story^    et^^^do^^^  did    Amenophis  .s 
»<^'"'""  .  T  „     nav    thev  would  wu-   tnis  ki"!,  „„c,o=   nnd  then  eoes  on 

ou    fo?efXher;  out  of  Esypt  into  the  '^"''"'^  1  "VbTe  out  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 


SSgsESSB 


K=:t:n^^:^pet:s;;;^th.  these  t«. 

^.^d^d'^^S^— '--r 
left  there  bv  Araenophis,  he  not  being  udl.ng 

"ade  with  them  an  expedition  agarn.    Egypt : 
niaue"ii"i  .„=.»  n   their  at- 


natural  constitution  ag-"',  ■■-  -ri  --.  .  ,  j    „,  ^^  them  an  expcu.i.u..  »6-;  —  - -^'  ■ 

Km  .ih  to  be  admitted  into  the  holy  cty ;  al-    1^>^  <-^»'ff^^,,,  ,  ,„„,  ,vhose  name  «  as  Messe- 

ho  chit  "-ere.  to  be  expected  that,  <>"  t''^  T^^',  to,  when  he  «as  grown  up  to  man  a 
.^rvifhe  bad  l.een  under  the  same  cala-neanQ^n.  ^^^  .^^^   ^  ^,^,„g 

TiJ  iV  honldhave  taVen  care  of  such  Pf"  «\''\^tP^Tndrd  thousand  men.  and  then 
r^beforeband,  and  ^'-'^^f^/J^-t^lt^'lcTiledh'  father  Amenopbis  out  of  Etb.o- 
„f,er  a  kinder  manner  -affe  ted  «U^^^^  PW^mon  eives 


SlHrliSir^rrlrSl^^  -^^^  -.  aceount^Cher^on^.- 


This  IS  tne  aii-uu..-   ^..-•-■--     ^ 
misfortunes  with   himseii.      ^■'"'   V"V'  " '/=  1  „s      Now    I  take  it  for  granted,  that  «nat  J 
X™-  people  f-  "■''"^r   sbolilTbe    haVerjd^beadybath  pUiiAy  P-ved  the  faU 
tb-  >'--.J»^  ■l^.^f^J":' Awti^   sity  of  both  these  narratio,.;  forbad  Uiere 


■    ^  ;„  *l,e  smallest  part  of  their  body, 

h,s  '^"■"'"^/,°fj\t"f  should  ordain  such 
be  supposed  that  ""'^s  t  and 

,,ws  against  l^^^^lf  ^0^^'^^°™  ?     Nor  indeed 
flamaee  who  so  oroaineu  tut-m  . 


:ur<:r'bJ;hVi;i;nar;ations;  forbad  there 

teen  any  real  truth  at  the  bottom,  it  was  un- 

!  ;Wp  thtt  thev  should  so  greatly  disagree 

^b  utth     p  riculars;  but  for  those  that  m- 

tent  lie'!  what  they  write  v. iU  easily  give  us 

.  "y  different  accounts,  while  they  forge  wh-t 

hev  please,  out  of  their  own  heads      New, 

M.neC  savs  that  the  kings  desire  of  see  ng 

?he  gods  was  the  origin  of  the  ejection  of   he 

nolluted  people;  but  Cheremon  feigns  tia... 

^^^    a  dre'ain  of  his   o«n,  sent  "po"  bim  by 


Ltee  tne   luni's-t  ■","■-    ,  .     ,,  .,,  „,_,  ,i,e   occasiiui  of  it.      Manet..c 
-"      ■  »„d  savs    that  "  he  was  formerly  called    Is.s.    h^t  "  »^  <  'f        ,     f„,,,howed  this  pnr- 
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bnt  tbU  man  say?  it  was  Phritiphantes.  As 
to  the  numbers  of  the  multitmie  that  were  ex- 
pelled, they  agree  exceedingly  well.*  the  for- 
mer reckoning  them  eighty  thousand,  and  the 
latter  about  two  huntlred  and  tifty  thousand! 
Now,  for  Maiietho,  he  (ie?cribe<  these  polluted 
persons  as  sent  first  to  work  in  the  quarries, 
and  says,  that  after  that  the  city  Avaris  was 
piven  them  for  their  habitation.  As  also,  he 
relates  that  it  was  not  till  after  they  bad  made 
war  with  the  rest  of  the  E^'yptiaiis  that  they 
invitL'd  the  people  of  Jerusalem  to  come  to 
thoir  assistance;  while  Chereinon  says  only, 
that  they  were  g-one  out  rf  Ri^ypt,  and  lighted 
upon  three  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  men 
about  Pelusium,  who  had  been  left  there 
by  Araenophis,  and  so  they  invaded  Egypt 
with  them  again;  that  thereupon  Amenophis 
fled  into  Ethiopia;  but  then,  this  Cheremon 
commits  a  most  ridiculous  blunder  in  not 
informing  us  who  this  army  of  so  many  ten 
thousands  were,  or  whence  they  came ;  whe- 
ther they  were  native  Egyptians,  or  whether 
ihey  came  from  a  fureign  country.  Nor 
indeed  bus  this  man,  who  forged  a  dream  from 
Isis  about  the  leprous  people,  assigned  the 
reason  why  the  king  would  not  bring  them 
into  Egypt.  Moreover,  Cheremon  sets  down 
Josi'pb  as  driven  away  at  the  same  time  with 
Closes,  who  yet  died  four  generations  f  before 
jMoses;  which  four  generations  make  alnwst 
one  hundred  and  seventy  years.  Besides  all 
this,  Harnesses,  the  son  of  Amenophis,  by 
Manetho's  account,  was  a  young  man,  and 
assisted  his  father  in  his  war,  and  left  the 
country  at  the  same  time  with  him,  and  fled 
into  Ethiopia:  but  Cheremon  makes  him  to 
have  been  born  in  a  certain  cave,  after  his  fa- 
ther was  dead,  and  that  he  then  overcame  the 
Jews  in  battle,  and  drove  them  into  Syria, 
being  in  number  about  two  hundred  thousand. 
O  the  levity  of  the  man!  for  he  neither  told 
us  who  these  three  hundred  and  eighty  thou- 
sand were,  nor  how  the  "four  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  perished;  whether  they  fell  in 
war,  or  went  over  to  Kamesses;  and,  what  is 
the  strangtst  of  all,  it  is  not  pOAsible  to  learn 
jut  of  him,  who  they  were  whom  he  calls 
Jews,  or  to  which  of  these  two  parlies  be 
applies  that  denomination,  whether  to  the  two 
Hundred  and  tifty  thousand  leprous  people,  or 
to  the  three  hundretl  and  eighty  thousand  that 
were  about  Pelusium.  But  perhaps  it  will 
oe  lookett  upon  as  a  silly  tbn)g  in  me  to  make 
anv  larger  confutation  of  such  writers  as  sut- 
ticiently  confute  themselves;  for  bad  they 
been  only  confuted  by  other  men,  it  bad  been 
more  tolerable. 

34.  I  sUiU  now  add  to  these  accounts 
about   Alanetho    and    Cheremon,    somewhat 

•  By  way  of  ircy,  I  suppose. 

+  Here  we  see  that  J-'sephus  esteemed  a  generation 
between  Jo»**ph  aud  Aluses  to  btr  about  4i  or -l-J  ye  irs; 
Whicii.  it  lalifii  betwfen  t!ie  earlier  ctiil-lren,  welt  a^rers 
vth  tlie  dur^tiiin  ot  huuiaii  httr  in  tlioae  a^es.  See 
AQtfwot.  Kec  pan  ii.  pages  9*16,  1019,  litiO. 


about  Lysimacbus,  who  bath  taken  the  same 
topic  of  falsehood  with  those  fore-mentioped, 
but  hath  gone  far  beyond  them  in  the  incre- 
dible nature  of  bis  forgeries;  which  plairly 
demonstrates  that  be  contrived  tljem  cut  of 
his  virulent  hatred  of  our  nation.  His  words 
are  these: — "  The  people  of  tbe  Jews  being 
leprous  and  scabby,  and  subject  to  certait 
other  kinds  of  distempers,  in  the  days  of  Boc 
choris,  king  of  Egypt,  they  fled  to  the  tern 
pies,  and  got  their  food  there  by  begging , 
and  as  the  numbers  were  very  great  that  were 
trtllen  under  these  diseases,  there  arose  a  ?car- 
city  in  Egypt.  Hereupon  Bocchoris,  the  king 
ot'  E^^ypr.  sent  some  to  consult  the  oracle  ot 
[Jupiier]  IU:nmon  nNiut  this  scarcity.  Tht! 
god's  answer  was  tliis,  that  he  must  purge  bii 
temples  of  impure  and  impious  men,  by  ex- 
pelling them  out  of  those  temples  into  desert 
places;  but  as  to  the  scabby  and  bprous  peo- 
ple, he  must  drown  them,  and  purge  his  tern 
pies,  the  sun  having  an  indignation  at  these 
men  being  suffered  to  live;  and  by  this  moans 
the  land  will  bring  forth  its  fruits.  Upon 
Bocchoris's  having  received  these  oracles,  ho 
called  for  their  priests,  and  the  attendants 
upon  their  altars,  and  ordered  them  to  make 
a  collection  of  the  impure  people,  and  to  de- 
liver them  to  the  soldiers,  to  carry  them  away 
into  the  desert;  but  to  take  the  leprous  peo- 
ple, and  wrap  them  in  sheets  of  lead,  and  let 
them  down  into  the  sea.  Hereupon  the 
scabby  and  leprous  people  were  drownetJ,  and 
the  rest  were  gotten  together,  and  sent  into 
desert  places,  in  order  to  be  exposed  to  de- 
struction. In  this  case  they  a-^sembled  them- 
selves together,  and  took  counsel  what  they 
should  do;  and  determined,  that,  as  the  night 
was  coining  on,  they  should  kindle  fires  and 
lamps,  and  keep  watch;  that  they  also  abouid 
fast  the  next  night,  and  propitiate  the  gods, 
in  order  to  obtain  deliverance  from  them. 
That  on  the  next  day  there  was  one  Moses, 
who  advised  them  that  they  should  venture 
upon  a  journey,  and  go  along  one  road  till 
they  should  come  to  places  til  for  habitation: 
that  he  charged  them  to  have  no  fciml  regards 
for  anv  man,  nor  give  good  counsel  to  any, 
but  always  to  advise  them  for  the  worst;  and 
to  overturn  ail  those  temples  and  altars  ot  thc^ 
gods  they  should  meet  with:  that  the  rest 
commended  what  he  had  snid  with  one  con- 
sent, and  did  what  they  bad  resolved  on,  and 
so  travelled  over  the  desert.  But  that  the 
dilbculties  of  tbe  journey  being  over,  they 
came  to  a  country  inhabited,  and  that  tliere 
they  abused  tbe  men,  and  plundered  and  burnt 
their  temples,  ami  then  came  into  that  ^anu 
which  is  called  Judea,  and  there  they  buUt  a 
city,  and  dwelt  therein,  and  that  their  ::ity 
was  named  Hierosyla,  from  this  their  robbing 
of  the  temples;  but  that  still,  upon  '^e  suc- 
cess ihu'y  had  afterwards,  they  through  course 
uf  time  chaiiged  its  Ueuonnnation,  that  it 
Uiight  not  be  a  reproach  to  tLeiu.  and  caileti 
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the  city  Bierosolyma,  and  themselves  Eiero- 
solymttes" 

'io.  Now  this  man  did  not  discover  and 
mention  the  same  kitig  with  the  others,  but 
feigned  a  newer  name,  and  passing  by  the 
dream  and  the  Egyptian  prophet,  he  brings 
hiui  to  [Jupiter]  Uammon,  in  order  to  gain 
oracles  about  the  scabby  and  leprous  people; 
for  he  says  that  the  multitude  of  Jews  were 
gathered  together  at  the  temples,  JSow,  it  is 
uncertain  whether  be  ascribes  this  name  to 
these  lepers,  or  to  those  that  were  subject  to 
such  diseases  among  the  Jews  only;  tor  be 
describes  them  as  a  people  of  the  Jews.  AVbat 
people  does  he  mean?  foreigners,  or  those  of 
that  country?  Why  then  dost  thou  call  them 
Jews,  if  they  were  Egyptians?  But  if  they 
•sere  foreigners,  why  dost  thou  not  tell  us 
whence  they  came  ?  And  how  could  it  be 
that,  after  the  king  had  thrown  many  of  them 
into  the  sea,  and  ejected  the  rest  into  desert 
places,  there  should  be  still  so  great  a  multi- 
tude remaining?  Or  after  what  manner  did 
they  pass  over  the  desert,  and  get  the  land 
which  we  now  dwell  in,  and  build  our  city, 
and  that  temple  which  hath  been  so  famous 
among  all  mankind?  And  besides,  he  ought  | 
to  have  spoken  more  about  our  legislator  than  i 
by  giving  us  his  bare  name;  and  to  have  in- i 
funned  us  of  what  nation  he  was,  and  what 
parents  he  was  derived  from;  and  to  have  i 
assigned  the  reasons  why  he  undertook  to  make 
such  laws  concerning  the  gods,  and  concern- 
ing  matters  of  injustice  with  regard  to  men 
during  that  journey.  For,  in  case  the  people 
were  by  birth  Egyptians,  they  would  not  on 
the  sudden  have  so  easily  changed  the  cus- 


toms of  their  country  ;  and  in  case  they  had 
been  foreigners,  they  had  for  certain  some  laws 
or  other  which  had  been  kept  by  them  from 
long  custom.  It  is  true,  tliat  with  regard  to 
those  who  had  ejected  them,  they  might  have 
sworn  never  to  bear  good-will  to  them,  and 
might  have  had  a  plausible  reason  for  so  doing. 
But  if  these  men  resolved  to  wage  an  impla- 
cable war  against  all  men,  in  case  they  had 
acted  as  wickedly  as  he  relates  of  them,  and 
this  while  they  wanted  the  assistance  of  all 
men,  this  demonstrates  a  kind  of  mad  con- 
duct indeed  ;  but  not  of  the  men  themselves, 
but  very  greatly  so  of  him  that  tells  such  lies 
about  them.  He  hath  also  impudenre  enough 
to  say  that  a  name,  implying  •'  Robbers  of  the 
temples,"*  was  given  to  their  city,  and  that 
this  name  was  afterward  changed.  The  rea- 
son of  which  is  plain,  that  the  former  name 
brought  reproach  and  hatred  upon  them  in  the 
times  of  their  posterity,  while,  it  seems,  those 
that  built  the  city  thought  they  did  honour  to 
the  city  by  giving  it  such  a  name.  So  we  see 
that  this  fine  fellow  had  such  an  unbounded 
inclination  to  reproach  us,  that  he  did  not 
understand  that  robbery  of  temples  is  not 
expressed  by  the  same  word  and  name  among 
the  Jews  as  it  is  among  the  Greeks,  But 
why  should  a  man  say  any  more  to  a  person 
who  tells  such  impudent  lies  !  However,  since 
this  book  is  arisen  to  a  competent  length,  I 
will  make  another  beginning,  and  endeavour 
to  add  what  still  remains  to  perfect  my  design 
in  the  following  book. 


*  That  is  the  meaiiiDg  of  Sierotyla  in  Greek,  not  ic 
Hebrew. 


BOOK  II. 


§  1,  In  the  former  book,  most  honoured  Epa- 
phroditus,  I  have  demonstrated  our  antiquity, 
and  contirmed  the  truth  of  what  I  have  said, 
from  the  writings  of  the  Phoenicians,  and 
Chaldeans,  and  Egyptians,  I  have,  more- 
over, produced  many  of  the  Grecian  writers, 
as  witnesses  thereto.  I  have  also  made  a 
refutation  of  Manetho  and  Cheremon,  and  of 
certain  others  of  our  enemies.  1  shall  nowf 
therefore  begin  a  confutation  of  the  remaining 
authors  who  have  written  any  thing  against 
us ;  although  I  confess  I  have  bad  a  doubt 

+  Tbe  former  part  of  this  second  tiook  is  wriucn 
against  the  caluinnws  of  Api.<n.  and  tbfii  more  bneey 
a?aiD!it  Itie  like  r^lumoie*  of  Apolloiilus  ftlolo  Uul 
alu-r  Uiat,  Jo&eplius  leaves  off  any  munr  parUt-ular  re- 
ply to  those  ailversaries  of  the  Jews,  and  tives  us  a  large 
and  excellent  itejcnpiion  and  viodicatljn  uf  that  tljet.- 
cracy  winch  wbi*  s<  Mied  (or  Uie  Jewish  oaUuu  by  Moses, 
tiicir  £Teat  le^iiU'or. 


upon  me  about  ApionJ  the  crrammarian, 
whether  I  ought  to  take  the  trouble  of  con- 
futing him  or  not ;  for  some  of  his  writings 
contain  much  the  same  accusations  which  the 
others  have  laid  against  us,  some  things  that 
he  hath  added  are  very  frigid  and  contemp- 
tible, and  for  the  greatest  part  of  what  he 
savs,  it  is  very  scurrilous,  and,  to  speak  no 
more  than  the  plain  truth,  it  shows  him  to 
be  a  verv  unlearned  person,  and  what  he  lays 
together,  looks  like  the  work  of  a  man  of  very 
bad  morals,  and  of  one  no  better  in  his  whole 
life  than  a  mountebank.  Yet.  because  there 
a'e  a  great  many  men  so  very  foolish,  that 
they  are  rather  caught  by  such  orations  than 
by  what  is  written  with  care,  and  take  plea- 


t   Called   by  Tibcriua  Cr/mbalumUandij  The  drtun 
of  the  world. 
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•fire  in  reprw  fhing  otber  men,  and  cannot 
n\y.c  to  hear  them  commendpd,  I  thought  it 
tc  l»e  jecessaiy  not  to  let  this  man  go  off 
i\-.thont  examination,  who  had  written  such. 
hv.  arriHation  against  U'^,  as  if  he  wtiuld  liring 
u?  to  make  an  answer  in  open  court.  For  I 
alfo  havr  o^>served,  th;»t  many  men  are  very 
nyjih  delighted  when  they  see  a  man  who 
first  beg:n)  to  reproach  another,  to  be  himself 
oxjKiied  to  contempt  on  account  of  the  vices 
ho  hath  himself  been  euilty  of  However,  it 
is  not  a  very  easy  thing  to  go  over  this  man's 
discourse,  nor  to  know  plainly  what  he  means; 
yet  does  he  seem,  ami'ist  a  great  confusion 
and  disorder  in  his  fal-^ehoods,  to  produce,  in 
the  first  place,  such  things  as  resemble  what 
we  h;ive  examined  already,  and  relate  to  the 
dcf-arture  of  our  forefathers  out  of  Egypt ; 
and,  in  the  second  place,  he  accuses  those 
Jews  that  are  inhabitants  of  Alexandria;  as, 
in  the  third  place,  he  mixes  with  these  things 
such  accusations  bs  concern  the  !^acred  puri- 
firaiions,  with  the  other  legal  rites  used  in  the 
te3j(.le. 

2.  New,  although  I  cannot  but  think  that 
I  have  already  deinons^tratcri,  and  that  abun- 
di*!jt!y,  more  than  was  tieces^ary,  that  our 
fathLis  were  not  origimtUy  Egyptians,  nor 
wert  ibtMce  expelled,  either  oii  account  ol 
boOily  ('isciises,  or  anv  other  calamities  of 
IKlI  scrt.  yet  will  I  briefly  take  notice  of  what 
Af  Jo:i  udd.>  upon  that  snifjert  ;  for  in  his  third 
beck.  ^\iid.  relates  to  the  aff.tirs  of  Egypt, 
he  ^;;enk^  lhii<: — **  1  have  heard  of  the  an- 
citU  II. ei:  of  Egypt,  that  Moses  was  of  Helio- 
pul's,  iii.ii  that  he  thought  himself  obliged  to 
fc;ii.w  the  custoniB  of  his  forefathers,  and 
o^ered  bis  prayers  in  the  open  air,  towards 
the  tity  walU  ;  but  that  be  reduced  them  all 
to  be  riiierted  towards  the  sun-rising,  which 
WHS  agreeable  to  t  e  situation  of  Heliopulis : 
that  he  also  set  up  pillars  instead  of  gnomons,* 
ui.dcr  which  was  represented  a  cavity  like  that 
of  a  boat,  and  the  shado^vthat  fell  from  their 
tu|^5  fell  down  upon  that  cavity,  that  it  might 
go  lO'ind  about  tl  e  like  course  as  the  sun 
itself  ^oes  round  ii  the  other."  This  is  that 
wuMiltrful  relation  which  we  h-ivc  given  us  by 
thi^  gie:.t  grammarian.  But  that  it  is  a  false 
ol:e  i:>  so  plain,  that  it  stands  in  need  of  few 
WLJ.'d^  to  prove  it,  but  is  manifest  from  the 
wo:ks  of  Moses  :  for  when  be  erected  the  tirst 
talierniicle  to  tiod,  he  did  himself  neither  give 
oi.-cr  for  any  snob  kind  of  representation  to 
he  imiS.e:  at  it,  nor  ordain  that  those  who  came 
gflci  him  should  make  such  a  one.  Moreover, 
wI;l..  '.tl  a  future  age  Salomon  built  his  tem- 
plt  ]:i  Jeriisaleni,  he  avoided  all  such  needless 
dtjv^raiio^^is  as  Apion  bath  here  devised.  He 
ga_,t;^."tber.  "IIow  we  h-id  heard  of  the  ancient 
mc:.,  tLat  Moses  was  of  Heliopolis."     To  be 

•  TLissH-ms  Xn  bare  bfpn  !hp  first  <iial  that  hnd  be«n 
m^i^  r.  Li;\v'.  •'\n(l  was  a  liftl*-  Ivlnre  tlip  fniP  llijt  \ti  i7, 
mrrt^  hii  J^lirall  flial  in  Jiidt-a.  anf^  uhniit  anno  7 V).  in 
tl  e  first  year  i-f  the  s-vpni!)  nlynpiad.  as  we  shall  see 
p^.<>f:i.tJy.     Sfe  i  K>3t,s  xx.  11;  1m,  xxxTiii.  B 


sure  th*»t  wag,  because  being  a  younger  man' 
himself,  he  believed  those  that  by  their  elder' 
age  were  acquainted  and  conversed  with  him. 
Novv,  this  [man],  grammarian  as  he  was,  rould 
not  certainly  tell  which  was  the  poet  Homer'a 
pountrv.  no  more  than  he  could  which  was  the 
countrv  of  P\'thairoran,  who  lived  comparative- 
ly but  a  little  while  ago;  yet  does  he  thus  eaMly 
duterniine  the  ageof  Moses,  who  preceded  thefa 
such  a  vast  num!»er  nf  years,  as  depending  on 
his  ancient  men's  rolatioHv  which  shows  how 
notorious  a  linr  be  was.  Jlut  then  3*^  to  this 
cbron(dttgic;d  determination  of  the  time  wlien 
be  says  he  brought  the  leprous  people,  the 
blind,  and  the  lame,  out  of  Egypt,  see  how 
well  this  most  accurate  grammarian  of  ours 
agrees  with  tho»e that  have  written  before  him! 
Manetho  says  that  the  Jews  departed  out  of 
E?ypt,  in  the  reign  of  Tcthinosis,  three  hun- 
dred aiul  ninety-three  years  before  Danaus  rted 
to  Argos  ;  Lysimacbus  says  it  was  under  king 
Hocchoris,  that  is,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred years  ago  ;  Molo  and  some  others  deter- 
mined it  as  every  one  pleased:  but  this  Apion 
of  ours,  as  deserving  to  be  believed  before 
them,  hath  determined  it  exactly  to  have  been 
in  the  seventti  olyuipiad,  and  the  tirst  year  ot 
that  olympiad;  the  very  same  year  in  wiiich  he 
says  that  Cartbat.'e  was  built  by  the  Pha*ni- 
cians.  The  reason  why  he  added  this  build- 
ing of  Carthage  was,  to  be  sure,  in  order,  as 
be  liiCught,  to  strengthen  his  assertion  by  so 
evidvnt  a  character  of  chronobjgy.  liut  he 
Mas  not  avrare  that  this  character  confutes  hia 
assertion;  for  it  we  may  give  credit  to  the 
Phcenician  records  us  to  the  time  of  the  Hrst 
coming  oH  their  colony  to  Carthage,  they  re- 
late that  lltiom  tbeir  king  was  above  one 
hundred  and  lifty  years  earlier  than  the  build- 
ing of  Carthage ;  concerning  whom  1  have 
formerly  produced  testimonials  out  of  those 
Phoenician  records,  as  also  that  this  Hirorn 
was  a  friend  of  Solomon  when  he  was  build- 
ing the  temple  of  Jerusalem,  and  gave  him 
great  assist^mce  in  his  buibliug  that  temple; 
while  still  Solomon  himself  built  that  temple 
six  hundred  and  twelve  years  after  the  Jewa 
came  out  of  Egypt.  As  for  the  number  of 
those  that  were  expelled  out  of  Egypt,  he  hath 
contrived  to  have  the  very  same  number  with 
Lysimacbus,  and  says  tbey  were  a  hundred  and 
ten  thous-and.  He  then  assigns  a  certain 
wonderful  atul  plausible  occasion  for  the 
name  of  Sabbath;  for  he  says,  that  "when  the 
Jews  had  travelloil  a  six  days'  journey,  they 
had  buboes  in  their  groins:  and  that  on  this 
account  it  was  that  they  rested  on  the  seventh 
day,  as  having  got  safely  to  that  country  which 
is  now  called  Judea;  that  then  they  preserved 
the  language  of  the  Egyptians,  and  called 
that  day  the  Sabbath,  for  that  malady  of  bu- 
boes in  their  groin  was  named  Sabbatosis  by 
the  Etryptians,"  And  would  not  a  man  now 
laugh  at  this  fellow's  trilling,  or  rather  bate 
his  iiRpudence  in  writing  thus?     We  must,  i( 
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geems,  take  it  for  granted,  tbat  all  these  hun- 
dred and  ten  tbuusand  men  must  have  these 
buboes!  But,  for  certain,  if  those  men  bad 
been  blind  an<l  lame,  and  had  all  sorts  of  dis- 
tempers upon  them,  as  Apion  says  they  bad, 
Ibey  could  not  have  pone  one  single  days 
journey ;  but  if  they  had  been  all  able  to 
travel  over  a  larpe  desiTt,  and,  licsidcs  tbat,  to 
fi#^ht  and  contiuer  tbo^e  tbat  opposed  them, 
thev  bad  not  all  of  them  bud  buboes  in  ibeir 
proins  after  the  sixth  day  was  over :  for  no 
Bucb  distemper  comes  natundly  and  of  neces-  i 
sitv  U)ioi)  tho!K;  that  travel;  but  still,  when  ^ 
there  are  many  ten  thonsauds  iii  a  camp  to- 
gether, they  constantly  march  a  settled  space 
[in  a  day].  Nor  is  it  at  all  proliahle  that 
such  a  tiling;  should  happen  by  chance  ;  this 
would  be  prodigiously  absurd  to  be  supposed. 
Hovever.  our  admirable  author  Apion  bath 
before  told  us,  that  "  they  came  to  Judea 
in  fix  days'  time;'  and  af^ain,  tbat  "  Moses 
went  up  to  a  mountain  that  lay  between  Efypt 
and  Arabia,  which  was  called  Sinai,  and  was 
concealed  there  fortv  days,  and  that  when 
be  came  down  from  thence  he  pave  laws  to 
the  Jewfc"  But  then,  how  was  it  possible  for 
them  to  tarry  forty  days  in  a  desert  place 
where  there  was  no  water,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  pass  all  over  the  cotmtry  between 
that  and  Judea  in  the  six  days  ?  And  as  for 
this  prammatical  translation  of  the  word  Sab- 
bath, it  either  contains  an  instance  of  bis  great 
impudence  or  pross  iirnorancc ;  for  the  words 
SaOlio  and  Sabbath  are  widely  different  from 
one  another;  for  the  word  Sabbath  in  the 
Jewish  language  denotes  rest  from  all  sorts  of 
work  :  but  the  word  Sabbo,  as  be  affirms,  de- 
notes among  the  Egyptians  the  malady  of  a 
bubo  in  the  groin. 

3.  This  is  tbat  novel  account  which  the 
Egvptian  Apion  gives  us  concerning  the  Jews' 
departure  out  of  Egypt,  and  is  no  better  than 
a  contrivance  of  his  own.  But  why  should  we 
wonder  at  the  lies  he  tells  us  about  our  fore- 
lathers,  when  he  affirms  them  to  be  of  Egyp- 
tian original,  when  he  lies  also  aliout  himself? 
for  although  he  was  born  at  Oasis  in  E^ypt, 
he  pretends  to  be,  as  a  man  may  say,  the  top 
man  of  all  the  Egy  ptians ;  yet  does  he  for- 
swear bis  real  country  and  progenitors,  and 
bv  falsely  pretending  to  be  born  at  Alexan- 
dria, carmot  deny  the  pravity  of  bis  family  ; 
for  you  see  how  justly  be  calls  those  Egyp- 
tians whom  he  hates,  and  endeavours  to  re- 
proach ;  for  had  he  not  deemed  Egyptians 
to  bo  a  name  of  great  reproach,  be  woulil  not 
have  avoided  the  name  of  an  Egyptian  him- 
self; as  we  know  tbat  those  who  brag  of  their 
own  countries,  value  themselves  upon  the  de- 
nomination they  acquire  thereby,  and  reprove 
such  as  unjtictiv  lav  claim  thei'eto.  As  for 
the  Egyptians'  claim  to  be  of  our  kindred, 
they  do  it  on  one  of  the  following  accounts  ; 
I  mean,  either  as  they  value  themselves  upon 
it,  and  pretend  to  bear  that  -elatior.  to  us ;  or 


else  as  they  would  draw  us  in  to  l>e  partaken 
of  their  own  infamy.  But  this  line  fellow 
Apion  seems  to  broach  this  reproacblul  ap- 
pellation against  us  [th.it  we  were  originally 
Egyptians],  in  order  to  bestow  it  on  the  Alex- 
andrians as  a  reward  lor  the  privilege  they  had 
given  him  of  being  a  fellow-cili^en  w.th 
them;  be  also  is  apprised  of  the  ill-will  the 
Alexandrians  bear  to  those  Jews  who  are 
their  fellow-citizens,  and  so  proposes  to  hlir— 
self  to  reproach  them,  although  he  inu>t  tbcre^ 
by  include  all  the  other  Egy  plians  also  ;  while 
in  both  cases  be  is  no  better  than  an  impu- 
dent liar. 

4.  But  let  us  now  see  what  those  heavy 
and  wicked  crimes  are  which  Apion  chargesi 
upon  the  Alexandrian  Jews.  "They  came 
(says  be)  out  of  Syria,  and  inhabited  near  the 
tempestuous  sen,  and  were  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  dashing  of  the  waves."  Now,  if 
the  place  of  habitation  includes  any  thing 
tbat  is  reproachful,  this  man  reproaches  not 
his  own  real  country  [Egypt],  hut  what  he 
pretends  to  be  his  o«n  country,  Alexandria; 
for  all  are  agreed  in  this,  tbat  the  part  of  that 
city  which  is  near  the  sea,  is  the  best  part  of 
all  for  habitation.  Now,  if  the  Jews  gained 
that  part  of  the  city  by  force,  and  have  kept 
it  hitherto  without  impeachment,  this  is  a  mark 
of  their  valour;  but  in  reality  it  was  Alexan- 
der himself  tbat  gave  them  that  place  for  their 
habitation,  when  they  obtained  erjual  privi- 
leges there  with  the  Macedonians.  Nor  can 
1  de\ise  what  Apion  would  have  said,  hud 
their  habitation  been  at  Necropolis,"  and  not 
been  fixed  hard  by  the  royal  palace  [as  it  is]; 
nor  had  their  nation  had  the  denomination  ot 
Macedonians  given  them  till  this  very  day  [as 
thev  have].  Had  this  man  now  read  the  epis- 
tles of  king  Alexander,  or  those  of  Ptolemy  the 
son  of  Lagus,  or  met  with  the  writings  of  the 
succeeding  kings,  or  tbat  pillar  which  is  still 
standing  at  Alexandria,  and  contains  the  pri- 
vileges which  the  great  [Julius]  Csesar  be- 
stowed upon  the  Jews;  had  this  man,  I  say, 
known  these  records,  and  yet  hath  the  impu- 
dence to  write  in  contradiction  to  them,  be 
hath  shown  himself  to  he  a  wicked  man :  but 
if  be  knew  nothing  of  these  records,  he  hath 
shown  himself  to  be  a  man  very  ignorant ; 
nav,  when  he  appears  to  wonder  how  Jews 
could  be  called  Alexandrians,  this  is  another 
like  instance  of  his  ignorance  ;  for  all  such 
as  are  called  out  to  be  colonies,  although 
thev  be  ever  so  far  remote  from  one  another 
in  their  oricinal.  receive  their  names  from 
those  that  bring  them  to  their  ncwbabitations. 
And  what  occasion  is  there  to  speak  of  othe.-s, 
when  those  of  us  Jews  that  dwell  at  Antiot^ 
are  named  Antiochians,  because  Seleucus  the 
founder  of  that  city  gave  them  the  privileges 
belonsing  thereto?  After  the  like  manner  do 
ihose  Jews  that  inhabit  Ephesus  and  the  other 

•  Thr  borial-place  ^>r  dealt  \MA\ci^  ai  I  suppose 
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cities  of  Ionia  enjoy  tbe  same  name  with  tliose 
thai  were  originally  born  there,  by  the  grant  of 
the  biii'cfcilin^  princes;  nay,  the  kindness  and 
huin;uiity  of  the  Uuinans  hath  been  so  great, 
tlial  it  hath  granteil  leave  to  alniO!«l  all  others 
to  take  ihc  same  name  of  Komnns  upon  them; 
I  ineitn  not  particular  men  only,  bnt  entire 
■nd  large  nations  themselves  also;  for  those 
aneienlly  named  Iberi,  and  Tyrrheni,  uinl 
oabini,  arc  now  railed  Humani:  and  if  Apion 
reject  tills  way  ol  obtaintng  tbe  privilege  of  a 
•eitizeii  oi  Ati-\aridria,  let  hun  abstain  from 
^'albiig  himseli  an  Alexandrian  hereafter;  for 
-otherwise,  how  can  he  who  was  born  in  the 
very  heart  of  Kgypt  be  an  Alexandrian,  if| 
this  way  of  aecepting  such  a  privilege,  of  which  I 
he  would  have  us  deprived,  be  once  abro- 
gated' AUhough  indeed  tliese  Romans,  who 
•are  now  ih^  lords  of  the  habitable  earth,  have  | 
forbidden  the  Egyptians  to  have  the  privileges  ! 
oi  any  city  whatsoever,  while  this  line  fellow, 
who  is  willing  to  partake  of  such  a  privilege 
liii.iself  as  he  is  forbidden  to  make  use  of, 
endeavours  by  calumnies  to  deprive  those  of  it 
that  have  justly  received  it;  for  Alexander 
did  not  therefore  get  some  of  our  nation  to 
Alexandria,  because  he  wanted  inhubitanls 
for  this  his  city,  on  whose  building  he  had 
bestowed  so  much  pains;  but  this  was  given 
to  our  people  as  a  reward;  because  he  had, 
upon  a  careful  trial,  found  them  all  to  have 
been  men  of  virtue  and  fidelity  to  him;  for, 
as  Hecateus  says  concerning  us,  **  Alexander 
honoured  our  nation  to  such  a  degree,  that, 
for  the  equity  and  the  lidelity  which  the  Jews 
had  exhibited  to  him,  he  permitted  them  to 
bold  the  country  of  Samaria  free  from  tribute. 
■  Of  the  same  mind  also  was  Ptolemy  the  son 
of  Lagns,  as  to  those  Jews  who  dwelt  at 
Alexandria."  For  he  intrusted  the  fortresses 
of  Egypt  into  their  hands,  as  believing  they 
would  keep  them  faithfully  and  valiantly  for 
him;  and  when  he  was  desirous  to  secure  the 
'government  of  Cyrene,  and  tbe  other  cities  of 
Libya  to  himself,  he  sent  a  party  of  Jews  to 
inliabit  them.  And  for  his  succei^sor  Ptolemy, 
who  was  called  Philadelphus,  he  did  not  only 
5ft  all  those  of  our  nation  free,  who  were 
captives  under  him,  but  did  frequently*  give 
money  [for  their  ransom];  and,  what  was  his 
grcalest  work  of  all,  he  had  a  great  desire  of 
knowing  our  laws,  and  of  obtaining  the  books 
of  our  sacred  scriptures:  accordingly,  he 
desired  that  such  men  might  be  sent  lum  as 
might  interpret  our  law  to  him  ;  and  in  order 
to  have  them  well  compiled,  he  committed 
that  care  to  no  ordinary  persons,  but  ordained 
that  Demetrius  Phalereus,  and  Andreas,  and 
Aristeas ;     the     first,    Demetrius,    the    most 

•  For  «-4AX««ir,  nr  frrqnrntlyy  1  wniiH  here  read 
*»aA«.  U  >rri(  'leui  uf  mnnc>  :  lor  ue  ixtieeiJ  rc.ul,  Ijutti 
ir.  vri  I.  is  i»i"I  J  ^.■^.lllls.  *lh;il  tins  J*lol.-niy  i'Uil.uli  I- 
yUwf  t-ni'i-  iriivp  A.  vrry  i;re:il  stun  ul  ni'incy  to  redeem 
Hlx.ve  (UOUi^J  Je<.<.i&ti  capii'-e:^.  but  uut  ul  Hny  »iinis 
vl'  uiuurv  wi.i'-ti  hi-  dubui'>t:U  ou  tlt«u  ULCuUUl  itl  uluci: 
touted,  tUat  1  •.■:•<«  ill. 


learned  person,  of  bis  age,  and  the  others,  such 
as  were  intrusted  with  tbe  guard  of  his  body, 
should  take  the  care  of  this  matter:  nor  would 
he  certainly  have  been  so  desirous  ot  learning 
our  law,  iiiitl  the  pijdoso|)hy  uf  our  nation, 
had  he  des[)ised  the  men  that  made  use  of  it, 
or  bad  he  not  indeed  hud  them  in  great 
admiration. 

5.  Now  this  Apion  was  nnacqnainted  wilh 
almost  all  the  kings  of  tho>e  .Maeedoniaus 
whom  he  pretends  to  have  been  his  progeni- 
tors,—  who  were  yet  very  well  alfci  ted  towards 
us;  for  the  ibiid  of  those  I'lulemies.  who 
was  called  Kueigeles,  when  be  had  j;oUeii 
possession  of  all  Syria  by  force,  did  not  otfer 
his  thank-olferirigs  to  the  Kgvptiangods  tor 
hid  victory,  but  came  to  Jerusalem,  and, 
according  to  our  own  laws,  olVcred  many  sacri- 
tices  to  ijod,  und  dedicated  to  him  such  gifl» 
as  were  suitable  to  such  a  victory:  and  us  for 
I*tolemy  IMnlometor,  and  his  wile  Cliopatra, 
they  comnntted  their  whole  kingdom  to  Jews, 
when  Onias  nnd  Dosithens,  butli  Jews,  whose 
names  are  laughed  at  bv  Apion,  were  the 
generals  of  their  whole  nrmy;  bnt  certainly 
instead  of  reproaching  them,  be  ought  to 
admire  their  actions,  and  return  them  thanks 
for  saving  Alexandria,  who^^e  citizen  he  pre- 
tends to  be;  for  when  these  Alexandriatia 
were  making  war  with  Cleopatra  the  queen, 
and  were  in  danger  of  being  utterly  ruined, 
these  Jews  brought  them  to  terms  of  agree- 
ment, and  freed  them  from  the  miseries  of  a 
civil  war.  *•  Itut  then  (says  Apion)  Onias 
brought  a  small  army  afterward  upon  the  city 
at  the  time  when  Thermus  the  Roman  ambas- 
sador was  there  present."  Yes,  do  I  venture 
to  say,  and  that  he  did  rightly  and  very 
justly  in  so  doing;  for  that  Ptolemy,  who  was 
called  Physco,  upon  the  death  of  his  brother 
Philometor,  came  from  Cyrene,  and  would 
have  ejected  Cleopatra  as  well  as  her  sons  out 
of  their  kingdom,  that  he  might  obtain  it  for 
himself  unjustly. t  For  this  cause  then  it  was 
that  Onias  undertook  a  war  against  him  on 
Cleopatra's  account ;  nor  would  he  desert 
that  trust  the  royal  family  had  reposed  in  him 
in  their  distress.  Accordingly,  God  gave  a 
remarkable  attestation  to  his  righteous  proce- 
dure;  for  when  Ptolemy  Physco  f  had  tbe 
presumption  to  fight  against  Onias's  army, 
and  had  caught  all  the  Jews  that  were  in  the 
city  [Alexandria],  with  their  children  and 
wives,  and  exposed  them  naked  and  in  bonds 
to  his  elephants,  that  they  might  be  trodden 
upon  and  destroyed,  and  when  he  had  made 

+  Here  hpgins  a  great  defect  in  the  Greek  copy; 
but  Uie  old  Latin  version  fully  supplies  that  delect. 

}  \\  hul  error  is  liere  yeiier.illy  belicvtd  to  have  been 
(■(umiiiUi-d  by  our  Joseplnis  in  ascribiui;  a  detiveranc* 
ol  Uie  Jews  I.I  nte  reijjn  of  i'loloiiiy  I'liysro,  the  seventh 
or  [iioM^  Ptolemies,  wittult  liud  lici-n  UDiver:>ally  aup- 
posi'd  tu  have  b;ij«|)cned  iiruU-r  I'lxleniy  I'lulopului*,  Uie 
tounh  of  Ihein,  IS  no  better  Uiaii  a  cross  error  of  the 
niudcnis.  und  iidt  i<t  Jusepluis,  a!t  1  have  luity  proved 
111  llie  Aiillieal.  Ucc.  pait  u  p.  'JfM~'^\ii,  wbllher  1 
leier  lht»  iuquisilivtr  reader. 
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■those  elephants  drunk   for  that  purpose,   the 
event  proved  contrary  to  his  preparations;  tor 

■  these  elephants  left  the  Jews  who  were  exposed 

■  to  them,  and  fell  violently  upon  Physco's 
.friends,  and  slew  a  great  numlier  of  them; 
.  Hay,  after  this,  Ptolemy  saw  a  terrible  ghost, 

which  prohibited  his  hurting  those  men;  his 
very  concubine,  whom  he  loved  so  well  (some 
call  her  Ithaca,  and  others  Irene),  making 
su|>plication  to  him,  that  be  would  not  per- 
petrate so  great  a  wickedness.  So  he  com- 
plied with  her  request,  and  repented  of  what 
he  either  had  already  done,  or  was  about  to 
do;  whence  it  is  well  known  that  the  Alexan 
ririaii  Jews  do  with  good  reason  celebrate  this 
day,  on  the  account  that  they  had  thereon 
been  vouchsafed  such  an  evident  deliverance 
from  Uod.  However,  Apion,  the  common 
calumniator  of  men,  hath  the  presuDiption  to 
accuse  the  Jews  fur  making  this  war  against 
Physco,  when  he  ought  to  have  commended 
them  for  the  same.  This  man  also  makes 
mention  of  Cleopatra,  the  last  queen  ot  Alex- 
andria, and  abuses  us,  because  she  was  un- 
grateful to  us ;  whereas  he  ought  to  have 
reproved  her,  who  indulged  herselt  in  all  kinds 
of  injustice  and  wickeii  practices,  both  with 
regard  to  her  nearest  relations,  and  husbands 
who  hail  loved  her,  and  indeed  iu  general 
with  regard  to  all  the  Komaiis,  and  those 
emperors  that  were  her  benetactors;  »  ho  also 
had  her  sister  Arsiuoe  slain  iu  a  temple, 
w  hen  she  had  done  her  no  harm  :  moreover, 
ebe  had  her  brother  slain  by  private  treachery, 
and  she  destroyed  the  gods  of  her  country 
and  the  sepulchres  of  her  progenitors;  and 
while  she  had  received  her  kingdom  from  the 
lirst  Cajsar,  she  had  the  impudence  to  rebel 
against  his  son'  and  successor;  nay,  she  cor- 
rupted Antony  witli  her  love-tricks,  and  ren- 
dered hiiu  an  enemy  to  bis  country,  and  made 
biiu  treacherous  to  his  friends,  and  [by  his 
means}  despoiled  some  of  their  royal  aiyhority, 
and  forced  othei-s  in  her  madness  to  act 
-  wickedly;  but  what  need  I  enlarge  upon  this 
.  head  any  farther,  when  she  lett  Antony  in 
his  tight  at  sea,  though  he  were  her  husband, 
and  the  father  of  their  eumnion  children,  and 
cumpelied  biin  to  resign  up  his  government, 
with  the  army,  and  to  follow  her  [into 
Egypt];  nay,  when  last  of  all  Ciesar  had  taken 
'  Alexandria,  she  came  to  that  pitch  of  cruelty, 
,  that  she  declared  she  had  some  hope  of  pre- 
serving her  atfairs  still,  in  case  she  could  kill 
the  Jews,  though  it  were  with  her  own  hand; 
to  such  a  degree  of  barbarity  and  perlidious- 
ness  had  she  arrived;  and  doih  any  one  think 
that  we  cannot  boast  ourselves  of  any  thing, 
if,  as  Apion  says,  this  queen  did  not  at  a  time 
of  famine  distribute  w^heat  among  us?  liovv 
ever,  she  at  length  met  with  the  punishment 
she  deserved.  As  for  us  Jews,  we  appeal  to 
the  great  Cajsar  what  assistance  we  brought 

^  m  Sister's  soa,  and  adopted  son. 


him,  and  what  fidelity  we  showed  to  him 
against  the  Egyptians;  as  also  to  the  senate 
and  its  decrees,  and  the  epistles  of  Augustus 
Ciesar,  whereby  our  merits  [to  the  Romansj 
are  justified.  Apion  ought  to  have  looket 
upon  those  epistles,  anil  in  particular  to  ha»c 
examined  the  testimonies  given  on  our  behall, 
under  Alexander  and  all  the  Ptolemies,  and 
the  decrees  of  the  senate  and  of  the  greatest 
Roman  emperors ;  and  if  Germanicus  was 
not  able  to  make  a  distribution  of  corn  to  all 
tne  inhabitants  of  Alexandria,  that  only  shows 
what  a  barren  time  it  was,  and  how  great  a 
want  there  was  then  of  corn,  but  tends  no- 
thing to  the  accusation  of  the  Jews;  for  what 
all  the  emperors  have  thought  of  the  Alex- 
andrian Jews  is  well  known,  for  this  distribu- 
tion of  wheat  was  no  otherwise  omitted  with 
regard  to  the  Jews,  than  it  was  with  legard 
to  the  other  inhabitants  of  Alexaudrhi;  but 
they  still  were  desirous  to  preserve  what  tlie 
king^  had  formerly  intrusted  to  their  ca:e, 
1  mean  the  custody  of  the  river:  ror  <i:d 
those  kings  think  them  unworthy  of  hnviig 
the  entire  custody  thereof  upou  all  occBiioi.i. 
G.  Uut  besides  this,   Apion    objects  to  T.9 

thus: "If  the  Jews  (.says  he)  be  citizens  t.1 

Alexandria,  why  do  they  not  woiship  the  same 
gods  with  the  Alexandrians?"  To  wh.ch  I 
give  this  answer:  Since  you  are  ycurselves 
F.gyptians,  whyi'ojou  tight  it  out  one  agsiirt 
(mother,  and  have  implacable  wars  abciil  yoiu 
religion?  At  this  rate  we  must  nut  <v.'J  yuu 
all  Egyptians,  nor  indeed  in  general  nv;n. 
because  .\ou  breed  up  with  great  care  heasti.  c? 
a  nature  quite  contrary  to  thatof  men,  although 
the  nature  of  all  men  seems  to  be  one  and  the 
same.  Now  if  there  be  such  differences  in 
opinion  among  you  Egyptians,  why  are  you 
surprised  that  those  who  came  to  Alexandria 
troin  another  courtry,  and  had  original  laws 
of  their  own  before,  should  persevere  in  the 
observance  of  those  laws?  But  still  he  charges 
us  with  being  the  authors  of  sedition:  which 
accusation,  it  it  be  a  just  one,  why  is  it  not 
laid  against  us  all,  since  we  are  known  to  be 
all  of  one  uiind?  Moreover,  those  that  scardi 
into  such  matters  will  soon  discover  tha.t  the 
authors  of  sedition  have  been  auch  citizem.  0/ 
Alexandria  as  Apion  is;  for  whUe  they  were 
the  Grecians  and  Macedonians  who  wcr«  in 
possession  of  this  city,  there  was  no  sedil'ot 
raised  against  us,  ana  we  were  permitted  10 
observe  our  ancient  solemnities;  but  whtii  itc 
number  of  the  Egypiiaiis  therein  came  to  he 
considurable,  the  times  grew  confused,  iini 
then  these  seditions  brake  out  still  more  a:id 
more,  while  our  people  continued  oncur- 
rupted.  These  Egyptians  therefore  were  the 
authors  of  these  troubles,  who  not  hav:!;;?  the 
constancy  of  Jlaceiionians,  nor  the  pnidenc 
of  Grecians,  indulged  all  of  them  the  evil 
manners  of  the  Egyptians,  -liid  ccntiru-'l 
their  ancient  hatred  against  Ua;  for  wh«t  .6 
here  so  presumptuously  charged  upon  us.  i« 
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owing  to  the  diflerenccs  that  arc  amongst 
themselves ;  while  many  of  them  have  not  ol>- 
tained  the  privileges  of  citizens  iii  jiroper  times, 
but  stjie  those  who  are  well  known  to  have  had 
that  privilege  extended  to  them  all,  no  other 
than  foreigners  ;  for  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
of  the  kings  have  ever  formerly  bestowed  those 
privileges  of  citizens  upon  Egyptians,  no  more 
than  have  the  emperors  done  it  more  lately; 
while  it  was  Alexander  v^ho  introduced  us 
into  this  city  at  first,  the  kings  augmented  our 
privileges  therein,  und  the  Romans  have  been 
pleased  to  preserve  ihem  always  inviolable, 
Moreover,  Apion  woulil  lay  a  plot  upon  us, 
because  we  do  not  erect  images  to  our  em- 
perors, as  if  those  ctnpcrors  diil  not  know 
this  before,  or  stood  in  need  of  A  pion  as  their 
defender ;  whereas  he  ought  ratlier  to  have 
admired  the  magnanimity  and  modesty  of  the 
Somans,  whcreliy  Ihey  do  not  compel  those 
that  arc  subject  to  them  to  trajifgress  the  laws 
of  their  countries,  but  are  v^illing  to  receive 
the  honours  due  to  Ihem  afler  surh  a  manner 
as  those  who  arc  to  pay  them  eslcein  consistent 
with  pietv  and  with  tlieir  own  laws;  for  they 
do  not  thank  people  for  conferring  honours 
upon  them,  when  they  are  compelled  by  vio- 
lence so  to  do.  Accordingly,  slnye  the  Gre- 
cians and  some  other  nations  think  it  a  right 
thing  to  make  images,  nay,  whvn  they  have 
painted  the  pictures  of  their  parents,  and 
wives,  and  children,  they  exult  for  joy:  and 
some  there  are  who  take  pictures  for  them- 
selves of  such  persons  as  were  no  way  related 
to  them  :  nay.  some  take  the  pictures  of  such 
servants  as  they  were  fond  of.  What  wonder 
is  it  then  if  such  as  these  appear  willing  to  pay 
the  same  respect  to  their  princes  and  lords? 
But  then  our  legislator  hath  forbidden  us  to 
make  images  not  by  way  of  denunciation  be 


8ueh  his  materials;    I  mean  Posidonius  and 
Apollonius  [the  son  ol"]    Molo,*   who  while 
they  accuse  us  for  not  worshipping  the  same 
gods  whom  others  worship,  they  think  them* 
selves  not  guilty  of  impiety  when  they  tell 
lies  of  us,  and  frame  absurd  and  reproachful 
stories  about  our  temple  ;  tt  hereaa  it  is  a  most 
shameful  thing  for  freemen  to  forge  lies  on 
any  occasion,  and  much  more  so  to  forge  them 
about  our  temple,  which  was  so  famous  over 
all  the  world,  and  was  preserved  ?o  sacred  by 
us;  for  Apion  hath  the  impudence  to  pretend, 
that  "  the  Jews  placed  an  ass's  head  in  their 
holy  place  ;"  and  he  atlirms  that  this  was  dis- 
covered  when  Antiochus   Epiphanes   spoiled 
our  temple,  and  found   thiit  ass's  head  there 
made  of  gold,  and  worth  a  great  deal  of  mo- 
nev.      To  this  my  first  answer  shall   be  this, 
that  had  there  been  any  such  thing  among  us, 
an  Egyptian    ought   by  no    means    to    have 
thrown  it  in  our  teeth,  since  an  ass  is  not  a 
more  contemptible  animal  than    "  *  *,t  and 
goats,  and  other  such  creatures,  which  among 
them  are  gods.     IJut  besides  this  an»we(^ 
say  farther,  how   comes  it  about  that  Apion 
does  not  understand  this  to  be  no  other  than 
a  palpable  he,  and  to  be  confuted  by  the  thing 
itself  as  utterly  incredible?     For   we  Jews 
are  always  governed   by   the   same  laws,  in 
which  we  constantly  persevere  ;  und  although 
many  misfortunes  have  befallen  our  city,  as 
the  like  have  befallen  others,  and  although 
Theos  [Epiphanes],  and  Pompey  the  Great, 
and  Licinius  Crassus,  and  last  of  all  Titus 
Csesar,  have  conquered  us  in  war,  and  gotten 
possession   of   our  temple,  yet    has  none  ot 
them  found  any  such  thing  there,  nor  indeed 
any  thing  but  what  was  agreeable  to  the  strict- 
est piety  ;  although  what  they  found  we  are 
not  at  liberty  to  reveal  to  other  nations.   But 


forehand,  that  the  Roman  authority  was  not  to  f^j  Antiochus  [Epiphanes],  he  had  no  just 
be  honoured,  but  as  despising  a  thing  that  was  cause  for  that  ravage  in  our  temple  that  be 
neither  necessary  nor  useful  for  either  God  or  made;  he  only  came  to  it  when  he  wanted 


man;  and  he  forbade  them,  as  we  shall  prove 
hereafter,  to  make  these  images  for  any  part 
of  the  animal  creation,  and  much  less  for  God 
himself,  who  is  no  part  of  such  animal  crea- 
tion. Yet  hath  our  legislator  nowhere  forbid- 
den us  to  pay  honours  to  worthy  men,  pro- 
vided they  be  of  another  kind,  and  inferior  to 
those  we  pav  to  God  ;  with  which  honours  we 
willingly  testify  our  respect  to  our  emperors, 
and  to  the  people  of  Rome;  we  also  ofTer 
perpetual  sacrifices  for  them ;  nor  do  we  only 
otier  them  everv  day  at  the  common  expenses 
of  all  the  Jews,  but  although  we  offer  no  other 
such  sacrifices  out  of  our  common  expenses,  no 
not  for  our  own  children,  yet  do  we  this  as  a 
peculiar  honour  to  the  emperors,  and  to  them 
alone,  while  we  do  the  same  to  no  other  per 
eon  whomsoever.  And  let  this  suffice  fur  an 
answer  in  general  to  Apion  as  to  what  he  aayu 
with  relation  to  the  Alexandrian  Jews. 

7.    However,    I    cannot    but    a«lniire    those 
other  authors  who  furnished  this  man   with 


money,  without  declaring  himself  our  enemy, 
and  attacked  us  while  we  were  his  associates 
and  his  friends  :  nor  did  he  find  any  thing 
there  that  was  ridiculous.  This  is  attested  by 
many  worthy  writers  ;  Polybius  of  Megalo- 
polis, Strabo  of  Cappadocia,  Nicolaus  of  Da- 
mascus, Timagenes,  Castor  the  ehronologer, 
and  Apollodorus,t  who  all  say  that  it  was  out 
of  Antiochus's  want  of  money  that  he  broke 
his  league  with  the  Jews,  and  despoiled  their 
temple  when  it  was  full  of  gold  and  silver. 
Apion  ought  to  have  had  a  regard  to  these 
facts,  unless  he  had  himself  had  either  au 
ass's  heart  or  a  dog's  impudence ;  of  such  a 

•  Called  more  properly  Molo,  or  Apollonius  Molo.  as 
hereafter;  for  Apollonius  the  son  of  Molo,  was  another 
person,  as  Strabo  infomis  us.  lib.  \iv. 

+  furones  in  the  LaUD,  which  what  animal  it  denotes, 
does  not  now  appear. 

t  It  is  ereat  pity  that  these  six  Pa^n  authors  hew 
mentioned  to  have  deserit^ed  the  famous  profanati.'in  of 
tile  Jrwish  temple  by  Antiochus  Epiphanes.  should  he 
all  lost :  I  nie:in  so  far  of  their  writiUKS  as  eonlaioed  (bat 
description:  thrnie't  it  ii  plain  Jolephns  peiused  tbeol 
all,  as  exant  in  his  titne 
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dog,  I  mean,  as  they  worship ;  for  he  had  no 
otha*  external  reason  for  the  lies  he  teUs  of 
Ua.  As  for  U3  Jews,  we  ascribe  no  honour 
or  power  to  asses,  as  do  the  Egyptians  to  cro- 
codiles and  asps,  when  they  esteem  saeh  as 
are  seized  upon  by  the  former,  or  bittrn  by 
tbe  latter,  to  be  happy  persons,  and  persons 
worthy  of  God.  Asses  are  the  same  with  us 
which  they  are  with  other  wise  men,  viz.  crea- 
tures that  bear  the  burdens  that  we  lay  upon 
them;  but  if  they  come  to  our  tbreshing- 
fioor»  and  eat  our  com,  or  do  not  perform 
what  we  impose  \ipon  them,  we  beat  tbem 
with  a  j;reat  many  stripes;  because  it  is  their 
business  to  minister  to  us  in  our  husbandry 
aflfairs.  But  this  Apion  of  ours  was  either 
perfectly  unskilful  in  the  composition  of  such 
fallacious  discourses,  or  however,  when  he 
be^n  [somewhat  better],  he  was  not  able  to 
persevere  in  what  he  had  undertaken,  since 
he  hath  no  manner  of  success  in  those  re- 
proaches he  casts  upon  ue. 

8.  He  adds  another  Grecian  fable,  in  order 
^reproach  us.  In  reply  to  which  it  would 
be  enoug^h  to  say  that  they  who  presume  to 
Gpeak  about  divine  worship,  onphl  not  to  be 
ignorant  of  this  plain  truth,  that  it  is  a  de- 
gree of  less  impurity  to  pass  through  temples, 
than  to  forge  wicked  c:ilumnies  of  its  priests. 
Now  such  men  as  he  are  more  zealous  to  jus- 
tify a  sacrilegious  king  than  to  write  what  is 
just  and  what  is  true  &hout  us,  end  about  our 
temple ;  for  when  they  are  desirous  of  grati- 
fving  Antiochus,  and  of  concealing  that  per- 
fidiousness  and  sacrilege  which  he  was  guilty 
of,  with  regard  to  our  nation,  when  he  wanted 
money,  they  endeavour  to  disgrace  us,  and 
tell  lies  even  relating  to  futurities.  Apion 
becomes  other  men's  prophet  upon  this  occa- 
sion, Rnd  says,  that  "  Antiochus  found  in  otir 
temple  a  bed  and  a  man  lying  upon  it.  wHth  a 
small  table  before  him,  full  of  dainties,  from 
the  [fishes  of  the]  sea,  and  the  fouls  of  the 
drv  land:  that  this  man  wa«!  amazed  at  the«e 
dainties  thus  set  l>efore  him;  that  he  imme- 
diatelv  adored  the  kinc",  iipon  his  coming  in, 
as  hoping  that  he  would  afford  him  all  possi- 
ble assi-stance ;  that  he  fell  d(»\%ni  upon  his 
knees,  and  stretched  out  to  him  his  right  hand, 
and  begged  to  be  released:  and  that  when  the 
king  bade  him  sit  down,  and  tell  him  who  he 
was,  and  why  he  dwelt  there,  and  what  was 
the  meaning  of  those  various  sorts  of  food 
that  were  set  before  him,  the  man  made  a  la- 
mentable complaint,  and  with  sighs,  and  tears 
in  his  eves,  gave  him  this  account  of  the  dis- 
tress he  was  in  ;  and  said  that  he  was  a  Greek, 
and  that  as  he  went  over  this  province,  in  or- 
der to  get  his  living,  he  was  seized  upon  by 
foreigners,  on  a  sudden,  and  brought  to  this 
temple,  and  shut  up  therein,  and  was  seen  by 
nobody,  but  was  fattened  by  these  curious 
provisions  thus  set  before  him:  and  that  truly 
ui  the  6rst  such  unexpected  advantages  seem- 
ed to  biu)   matter  ot  great  joy;   that,  after  a 


while  they  brought  a  suspicion  upon  him,  and 
at  length  astonishment,  what  their  meaning 
should  l>e;  that  at  last  he  inquired  of  the  ser 
vants  that  came  to  him,  and  was  by  them  in- 
formed that  it  was  in  order  to  tbe  fu'C'iir.g  a 
law  of  the  Jews,  which  they  must  not  tell 
him,  that  he  was  thus  fed :  and  that  they  did 
the  same  at  a  set  time  every  year :  that  ihej 
used  to  catch  a  Greek  foreigner,  and  fatten 
him  thus  up  every  year,  and  then  lead  him  to  « 
certain  wood,  and  kill  him,  and  sacrifice  with 
their  accustomed  solemnities,  and  taste  of  his 
entrails,  and  take  an  oath  upon  this  sacn5- 
cing  a  Greek,  that  they  would  ever  be  at  en- 
mity with  the  Greeks;  and  that  then  they 
threw  the  remaining  parts  of  the  mi-erable 
wretch  into  a  certain  pit."  Apion  adds  far- 
ther, that  **  the  man  said  there  were  but  a  few 
days  to  come  ere  he  was  to  be  slain,  and  im- 
plored Antiochus  that,  out  of  tbe  reverence 
he  bore  to  the  Grecian  gods,  he  would  disap- 
point the  snares  the  Jews  laid  for  his  blood, 
and  would  deliver  him  from  the  miseries  with 
which  he  was  encompassed."  Now  this  is 
such  a  most  tragical  fable,  as  is  full  of  nolhing 
but  cruelty  and  impudence;  yet  does  it  not 
excuse  Antiochus  of  his  sacrilegious  attempts, 
as  those  who  wrote  it  in  his  vindication  are 
willing  to  suppose  ;  for  he  could  not  presume 
beforehand  that  he  should  meet  with  any  such 
thing  in  coming  to  the  temple,  but  niust  have 
foimd  it  unexpectedly.  He  was  therefore 
still  an  impious  person,  that  was  given  to  un- 
lawful pleasures,  and  had  no  regard  to  God 
in  his  actions.  But  [as  for  Apion]  be  hath 
done  whatever  his  extravagant  love  of  lying 
hath  dictated  to  him,  as  it  is  most  easy  to  dis- 
cover by  a  consideration  of  his  writings;  fur 
the  difference  of  our  laws  is  known  not  to 
regard  the  Grecians  only,  but  they  are  prin- 
cipally opposite  to  the  Egyptians,  and  to  son;>e 
other  nations  also:  for  uhile  it  so  falls  out, 
that  men  of  all  countries  come  sometimes  and 
^ojourn  among  us,  how  comes  it  about  that 
we  take  an  oath,  and  conspire  only  against  the 
Grecians,  and  that  by  the  effusion  of  tbeif 
blood  also?  Or  how  is  it  possible  that  all  th« 
Jews  should  get  together  to  these  sacrifices, 
and  the  entrails  of  one  man  should  be  siiffi- 
cient  for  so  many  thousands  to  taste  of  theiu, 
as  Apion  pretends?  Or  why  did  not  tbe  king 
carry  this  man,  whosoever  he  was,  and  what-. 
soever  was  his  name  (which  is  not  set  down 
in  Apion's  book),  with  great  pomp  back  intc 
his  own  country  ?  when  he  might  thereby  have 
been  esteemed  a  religious  person  himself,  and 
a  mighty  lover  of  the  Greeks,  and  mitrht  there* 
by  have  procured  himself  great  asj^istance  from 
all  men  against  that  hatred  the  Jews  bore  to 
him.  But  I  leave  this  matter;  for  the  proper 
way  of  confuting  fools  U  not  to  use  bare  words, 
but  to  appeal  to  the  things  themselves  that 
make  against  them.  Now  then,  ail  such  as  ever 
saw  the  coustructiun  of  uur  temple,  of  what  na*- 
turu  it  was,  know  wkII  enough  hot\  the  parity 
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•fit  Wiis  never  to  be  profaned;  for  it  had  four 
tevcral  courts,*  encompassed  with  cloisters 
rcund  aboui,  every  one  of  which  had  by  our 
law  a  pi-otiliar  de»;ree  of  separation  from  the 
rest.  Into  the  first  court  every  body  was 
allovved  to  po,  even  foreijjners  ;  and  none  but 
women,  during  their  courses,  were  prohibited 
to  piu^s  throu^h  it;  alt  the  Jews  went  into  tlie 
second  court,  as  well  as  tbeir  wives,  when  thev 
Were  free  from  all  uncleaiincss;  into  the  third 
went  the  Jewish  nien  when  they  were  clean 
and  purified;  into  the  fourth  went  the  priests, 
having  on  their  sacerdotal  garments;  but  for 
the  most  sacred  place,  none  went  in  but  the 
high'priest-^.  clothed  in  their  peculiar  gar- 
ments. Now  there  is  so  great  cjuition  used 
about  the?e  offices  of  religion,  that  the  priests 
are  appointed  to  go  into  the  temple  but  at 
certain  hours:  for,  in  the  morning,  at  the 
opening  of  the  inner  temple,  those  that  arc  to 
otViciale  receive  the  sacrifices,  as  tht*y  do  again 
at  noon,  till  the  doors  are  shut.  Lastly,  it  i^ 
not  so  much  as  Uwful  to  carry  any  vessel 
-  into  the  holy  house;  nor  is  there  any  thing 
••^  therein,  but  the  al:ar  [of  incense],  the  tai>le 
[of  shew-bread],  the  censer,  and  the  candle- 
stick, which  are  all  written  in  th*  law:  for 
there  is  nothitig  farther  there,  nor  are  there 
any  mysteries  performed  that  may  not  be 
spoken  of;  nor  is  there  an\  feasting  within 
the  place.  For  what  I  have  now  Haid  is  pub- 
licly ki'own,  and  supported  by  the  testimony 
of  the  whole  people,  and  tlieir  operations  are 
very  manifej*t ;  for  althnngh  there  be  four 
courses  ot"  the  priests,  and  every  one  of  them 
have  above  five  thousand  men  in  them,  yet  do 
they  olficiate  on  certain  days  only;  and  when 
tho«.e  days  are  over,  other  priests  succeed  in 
the  performance  of  their  sacrifices,  and  assem- 
ble together  at  mid-day,  and  receive  the  keys 
of  the  temple,  and  the  vessels  by  tale,  without 
any  thing  relating  to  food  or  drink  being 
carried  into  the  temple;  nay.  we  are  not  al- 
lowed to  olfer  such  things  at  the  altar,  except- 
ing what  is  prepared  for  the  sacrifices. 

9.  VVhat  then  can  we  say  of  Apion,  but 
that  he  examined  nothing  that  concerned 
these  things,  while  still  he  uttered  incredible 
words  about  them  I  But  it  is  a  great  shame 
for  a  grammarian  not  to  be  able  to  write 
true  history.  Now,  if  he  knew  the  purity  of 
our  temple,  he  hath  entirely  omitted  to  take 
notice  of  it ;  iiut  he  forges  a  story  about  the 
sei'zing  of  a  Grecian,  about  ineffable  food, 
and  the  most  delicious  preparation  of  dainties ; 
•  and  pretends  that  strangers  could  go  into  a 
place  whercinto  the  noblest  men  among  the 
Jews  are  not  allowed  to  enter,  unless  they  be 

♦  It  13  remarkable  that  Juwplms  hen,  and  I  think, 
nowhtTP  rise,  reckcns  up  four  distinct  courts  of  the  tem- 
ple: that  of  (lie  Gentiles,  that  of  the  women  of  Israel, 
thai  of  the  men  of  Israel,  and  that  uf  the  priests;  as  also 
t'tiit  tlie  roiirt  n(  the  women  admitteil  of  the  men  (I  "^wy- 
p..r  ofilv  of  th^  hiidhaiids  rtf  'lii»*:f  wives  th.it  were  there- 
in), ivImIp  ihe  vou-l  of  the  men  did  not  admit  any  women 
(ntu  it  at  alL 


priests.  This,  therefore,  is  the  utmost  de- 
gree of  impiety,  and  a  voluntary  lie,  in  order 
to  the  delusion  of  those  who  will  not  examine 
into  the  truth  of  matters.  Whereas,  such 
unspeakable  mischiefs  as  are  above  related, 
have  been  occasioned  by  such  culuoiniea  that 
are  raised  upon  u?^. 

10.  Nay,  this  miracle  of  piety  derides  ua 
farther,  and  adds  the  following  pretended 
facts  to  his  former  fable;  for  he  says  that  this 
man  related  how,  "  while  the  Jews  were  once 
in  a  lotig  war  with  the  bhnneaiis,  there  came 
a  man  out  of  one  of  the  cities  of  the  Idume 
ans  who  there  had  worj'hipped  Apollo.  Thi* 
man,  whose  name  is  said  to  have  been  Zabi- 
dus,  came  to  the  Jews,  and  promised  that  h» 
would  deliver  Apollo,  the  god  o(  Dora,  intt 
their  hands,  and  that  he  would  come  to  out 
temple,  if  they  would  all  come  up  with  him, 
and  bring  the  whole  multitude  of  the  Jews 
with  them;  that  Zaliidus  made  him  a  certain 
wooden  instrument,  and  put  it  round  about 
him,  and  set  three  rows  of  lamps  therein,  and 
walked  after  such  a  manner,  that  he  appeared 
to  those  that  stood  a  great  way  otf  hiui,  to  oe 
a  kind  of  star  walking  upon  the  earth:  that 
the  Jews  were  terribly  frighted  at  so  surpri- 
sing an  appearance,  and  stood  very  quiet  at 
a  distance;  and  tliat  Zahidns,  while  they  con- 
tinued so  very  quiet,  went  into  the  holy  bouse, 
and  carried  off  that  golden  head  of  an  ass  (for 
so  facetiously  docs  he  write),  and  then  went 
his  way  back  again  to  Dora  in  great  haste." 
And  say  you  so,  sir!  as  I  may  reply;  then 
does  Apion  load  the  ass,  that  is  himself,  and 
layt  on  him  a  burden  of  fooleries  and  lies; 
for  he  write*  of  places  that  have  no  being; 
and  not  knowing  the  cities  he  speaks  of,  he 
changes  their  situation;  for  Idumea  borders 
upon  our  country,  and  is  near  to  Gaza,  in 
which  there  is  no  such  city  as  Dora,  although 
there  be,  it  is  true,  a  city  named  Dora  in 
Phoenicia,  near  Mount  Carmel,  but  it  is  four 
davs*  journey  from  Idumea-f  Now,  then, 
why  does  this  man  accuse  us,  because  we 
have  not  gods  in  common  with  other  nations? 
If  our  forefathers  were  so  easily  prevailed 
upon  to  have  Apollo  come  to  them,  and 
thought  they  saw  him  walking  upon  the 
earth,  and  the  stars  with  him  ;  for  certainly 
those  who  have  so  many  festivals,  wherein 
they  light  lamps,  must  yet,  at  this  rate,  have 
never  seen  a  candlestick  !  But  still  it  seems 
that  while  Zabidus  took  his  journey  over  the 
country,  where  were  so  many  ten  thousands 
of  people,  nobody  met  him.  He  also,  it 
seems,  even  in  a  time  of  war,  found  the  walls 
of  Jerusalem  destitute  of  guards.  lomit  the 
rest.  Now  the  doors  of  the  holy  house  were 
seventy  J  cubits  high,  and  twenty  cubits  broad, 
they    were  all    plated  over   with    gold,   and 

-f  .'ndea,  in  the  Greek,  by  a  ^ross  mistake  of  the  traiu 
sr:  ib»*r». 

J  Sfven  in  the  Greek,  hy  a  like  rtobs  mistake  of  iha 
trMUscoberiL      '^cc  ol  Itie  War,  l».  v.  cb    v  »ecl  4. 
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klmost  of  solid  gold  itself,  and  there  were 
no  fewer  than  twenty*  men  required  to  shut 
tL«m  every  day ;  nor  was  it  lawful  ever  to 
jpave  them  open,  though  it  seems  this  lamp- 
bearer  of  ours  opened  them  easily,  or  thought 
be  opened  them,  as  he  thought  he  had  the 
a^s's  head  in  his  hand.  AVhether,  therefore, 
be  returned  it  to  us  again,  or  whether  Apion 
took  it  and  broug^ht  it  into  the  temple  Qgain, 
that  Antiochus  mifht  find  it,  and  afford  a 
handle  tor  a  second  fable  of  Apion,  is  uncer- 
tain. 

11.  Apion  ako  tells  a  fiilse  story,  when  be 
mentions  an  oath  of  ours,  as  if  we  '*  s^wore  by 
God,  the  maker  ot  tbe  heaven,  and  earth,  and 
sea,  to  bear  no  pood-will  to  nny  foreigner, 
and  particularly  to  none  of  the  Greeks." — 
Now  this  liar  ought  to  have  said  directly  that 
'*  we  would  bear  no  good-will  to  any  fo- 
reigner, and  particularly  to  none  of  the  Egyp- 
tians," For  then  his  story  about  the  oath 
would  have  squared  with  the  rest  of  his  ori- 
ginal forgeries,  in  case  our  forefathers  bad 
been  driven  away  by  their  kinsmen  the  £gyp- 
ttans,  not  on  account  of  any  wi<kedness  they 
had  been  guilty  of,  but  on  account  of  the 
calamities  they  were  under;  for  as  to  the 
Grecians,  we  are  rather  remote  from  them  in 
place  than  different  from  them  in  our  institu- 
tions, insomuch  that  we  have  no  enmity  with 
them,  nor  any  jealousy  of  them.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  hath  so  happened,  that  many  of  them 
liave  come  over  to  our  laws,  and  some  of 
4hem  have  continued  in  their  observation, 
although  others  of  them  had  not  cournge 
enough  to  persevere,  and  so  departed  from 
them  ajt^ain  ;  nor  did  any  body  ever  hear  this 
oath  sworn  by  us:  A|iiiui,  it  seems  "as  the 
only  person  that  heard  it,  for  he  indeed  was 
the  first  composer  of  it. 

12.  However,  Apion  dei^erves  to  be  admir- 
ed for  his  great  prudence,  as  to  what  I  am 
going  to  say.  which  is  this,  '*  That  there  is 
a  plain  mark  among  us,  that  we  neither  have 
just  laws,  nor  worship  God  as  we  oueht  to 
do,  because  we  are  not  governors,  hut  are  ra- 
ther in  subjection  to  Gemiles,  sometimes  to 
one  nation,  and  sometimes  to  another;  and 
that  our  city  bath  been  liable  to  several  cala- 
mities, while  their  city  [Alexandria]  hath 
been  of  old  time  an  imperial  city,  and  not 
used  to  be  in  subjection  to  the  Romans,"  But 
now  this  man  had  better  leave  off  his  brag- 
ging-; for  every  body  but  himself  would  think 
that  Apion  said  what  he  hath  said  jigainst  him- 
self; for  there  are  very  few  nations  that  have 
bad  the  good  fortune  to  continue  many  gene- 
rations in  the  principality,  but  still  the  muta- 
tions in  human  affairs  have  put  them  into  sub- 
jection under  others;  and  most  nations  have 
been  often  subdued  ;  and  broug^bt  into  sub- 
jection by  others.  Now  for  the  Egyptiiins, 
perhaps  they  are  the  only  nation  that  have  had 

■  T  wo  hundred  in  ilie  Gt-ek,  contrary  to  the  twenty 
a  ttie  Uat;,  b-  vii,  cb.  T,  sect.  3 


this  extraordinary  privilege,  to  have  never 
served  any  of  those  monarchs  tvho  subdued 
Asia  and  Europe,  and  this  on  account,  as  they 
pretend,  that  the  gods  fled  into  their  country 
and  saved  themselves,  by  being  changed  into 
the  shapes  of  wild  beasts.  Whereas  these 
Egvptianst  are  the  very  people  that  apjwar 
to  have  never,  in  all  the  past  ages,  had  one 
day  of  freedom,  no  not  so  much  as  from  their 
own  lords.  For  I  will  not  reproach  them 
with  relating  the  manner  how  the  Persians 
used  them,  and  this  not  once  only,  but  many 
times,  when  they  laid  their  cities  waste,  de- 
molished their  temples,  and  cut  the  throats  of 
those  animals  whom  they  esteemed  to  be  gods ; 
for  it  is  not  reasonable  to  imitate  the  clownish 
ignorance  of  Apion,  who  hath  no  regard  to 
the  misfortunes  of  the  Athenians,  or  of  the 
Lacedemonians,  the  latter  of  whom  were  sty- 
led by  all  men  the  most  courageous,  and  the 
former  the  most  religious,  of  the  Grecians.  I 
say  nothing  of  such  kings  as  have  been  fa- 
mous for  piety,  particularly  of  one  of  them 
whose  name  was  Cresus,  nor  what  csdamitieg 
he  met  with  in  his  life;  I  say  nothing  of  the 
citadel  of  Athens,  of  the  temple  at  Ephesus, 
of  that  at  Delphi,  nor  of  ten  thousand  others 
which  have  been  burnt  down,  while  nobody 
cast  reproaches  on  those  that  were  the  stiffer- 
ers,  but  on  those  that  were  the  actors  therein. 
But  now  we  have  met  with  Apion,  an  accu- 
ser of  our  nation,  through  one  that  still  forgets 
the  miseries  of  his  own  people,  the  Egyptians; 
but  it  is  that  Scsostris,  who  was  once  so  cele- 
brated a  king  of  Egypt,  that  hath  blinded  him, 
Xow  we  will  not  boast  of  our  kings,  David 
and  Solomon,  though  they  conquered  many 
nations;  accordingly  we  will  let  them  alone. 
However,  Apion  is  ignorant  of  what  every 
Dody  knows,  that  the  Egyptians  were  servants 
to  the  Persians,  and  afterwards  to  the  Mace- 
donians, when  they  were  lords  of  Asia,  and 
were  no  better  than  slaves,  whde  we  have  en- 
joyed liberty  formerly ;  nay,  more  than  that, 
have  had  the  dominion  of  the  cities  that  lie 
round  about  us,  and  this  nearly  for  a  hundred 
and  twenty  years  together,  until  Pompeius 
Magnus.  And  when  all  the  kings  e%'erywhere 
were  conquered  by  the  Romans,  our  ancestors 
were  the  only  people  who  continued  to  be 
esteemed  their  confederates  and  firrends,  oq 
account  of  their  fulelity  to  them. 

f  This  notorious  disgrace  bflnnjcing  peculiarly  to  the 
people  of  ilgj-pt,  ever  since  the  times  of  the  old  prophets 
of  the  Jew3.  note.1  both  sect.  4,  already  and  here,  may  be 
confirmed  by  the  to«timonyof  Isidorus,  an  Egyptian  of 
Peluslum,  Epist.  lib.  i.  Kp.  489.  And  this  is  a  remark- 
able completion  of  the  ancient  pre<liction  of  God,  by 
Ezekiel  (xxix.  14,  l.Vi,  that  the  Egyptians  should  "be  « 
base  kingdom,  the  basest  of  the  kintrdoms.*'  and  that 
'■  it  should  not  exalt  it,«elf  any  more  alcove  the  nations." 
The  truth  of  which  still  fiu-lher  appears  by  the  preeent 
observation  of  Josephus,  that  these  Efi^ptiaiis  had 
never,  in  all  the  past  a;z;e8  since  Sesostris.  had  one  day 
of  liberty,  no  not  so  much  as  to  have  been  free  from 
despotic  power  under  any  of  the  mouarchsof  that  day. 
And  all  thL;  has  b^'en  f -und  ei^ually  true  in  the  latter 
B^es,  under  the  Pi.om.ins,  Saracens,  Mamelukes,  and 
Turks,  from  the  days  of  Josephus  till  the  prcsant  age  aiaa. 
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'*?>.  *^But,"  says  Apion,  "we  Jews  have 
Qtf't  bad  ai'V  wonderful  men  amoiig'st  us,  not 
*UA  itu'eiit<jrs  o(  arts,  iior  any  eminent  for 
w\5iiom."  He  then  enumerates  Socrates,  and 
aVpo,  and  Clennthes,  and  some  others  of  ibe 
same  sort ;  and,  after  all,  be  adds  himself  to 
ih?m,  which  is  the  most  wonderful  thing  of 
ftit  that  he  says,  and  pronounces  Alexandria 
*o  be  happy,  because  it  hath  such  a  citizen 
as  :\e  is  in  it;  for  he  was  the  fittest  man  to 
te*  c  witness  to  his  own  deserts,  although  he 
ivi'Ji  appeared  to  all  others  no  better  than 
a  wicked  mountebank,  of  a  corrupt  life,  and 
ill  discuur^ies;  on  which  account  one  may 
iu--Tly  pity  AK-xandria,  if  it  should  value 
it>'idf  u(M>n  such  a  citizen  as  he  is.  iiut  as  to 
our  own  men,  we  have  had  those  who  have 
Oeni!  ua  deserving  of  commendation  as  any 
other  whosoever;  and  such  as  have  perused  our 
Antii/uities  canitot  be  ignorant  of  them. 

14.  As  to  the  other  things  which  he  sets 
do'vn  as  blame* worthy,  it  may  perliaps  be  the 
best  way  to  let  them  pass  without  apology, 
tha*,  he  may  be  allowed  to  be  his  own  accuser, 
mnd  (be  at-cuser  of  the  rest  of  the  Egyptians. 
fio  ,vever,  he  accuses  us  for  sacriticing  animals, 
and  for  abstaining  from  swine's  flesh,  and 
ia<iyhs  at  us  for  the  circumcision  of  our  privy 
foembers,  Now,  as  lor  our  slaughter  of  tame 
animals  for  sacriHces,  it  is  common  to  us  and 
to  h11  othef  men;  but  this  Apion.  by  making 
it  n  crime  to  sacrifice  them,  demonstrate*  him- 
se'f  to  be  an  Egyptian;  for  had  he  been  either 
a  Grecian  or  a  Macedonian  [as  he  pretends 
to  1  e],  he  had  not  shown  an  uneasiiiess  at  it; 
for  those  people  glory  in  sacriticing  whole 
ocatombs  to  the  gods,  and  make  use  of  those 
sacrifices  for  feasting;  and  yet  is  not  the  world 
tbi'iehy  rendered  destitute  of  cattle,  as  Apion 
was  afraid  would  come  to  pass.  Yet,  if  all 
men  had  followed  the  manners  of  the  Egyp- 
tians, the  world  had  certainly  been  uiade 
de^'-oUte  as  to  mankind,  but  had  been  tilled  full 
of  the  wildest  sort  of  brute  beasts,  which, 
be':ause  tliey  suppose  them  to  be  gods,  they 
carefully  nourish.  However,  if  any  one 
ftbC'idil  ask  Apion  which  of  the  Egyptians  he 
thi".ks  to  be  the  most  wise,  and  most  pious  of 
them  all,  he  would  certainly  acknowledge  the 
priests  to  be  so;  for  the  histories  say  that  two 
things  were  originally  committed  to  their  care 
by  their  kings'  injunctions,  the  worship  of  the 
gods,  and  the  support  of  wisdom  and  philoso- 
phy, Accordingly,  these  priests  are  all  cir- 
cun^cised,  and  abstain  from  swine's  flesh;  nor 
dopp  any  one  of  the  other  Egyptians  assist 
thtTi  in  slaying  those  sacrifices  they  oflFer  to 
the  irivis.  Apion  was  therefore  quite  blinded 
in  Kie  mind  when,  for  the  sake  of  the  Egyp- 
tian", he  contrived  to  reproach  us,  and  to  ac- 
cuse nich  others  as  not  only  make  u*e  of  that 
coD^:ict  of  life  which  he  so  much  abuses,  but 
hav  also  taught  other  men  to  be  circumcised, 
as  *ays  Ilertidotus;  which  makes  me  think 
(bbt  Apion  is  hereby  justly  punished  for  hia 


casting  such  reproaches  on  the  laws  of  bis  own 
country;  for  he  was  circumcised  himself  of 
necessity,  on  account  of  an  ulcer  in  his  privy 
member;  and  when  he  received  no  benefit 
by  such  circumcision,  but  his  member  became 
putrid,  he  died  in  great  torment.  Now,  men 
of  good  tempers  ought  to  observe  their  own 
laws  concerning  religion  accurately,  and  to 
persevere  therein,  but  not  presently  to  abuse 
the  laws  of  other  nations,  while  this  Apioa 
deserted  his  own  laws,  and  told  lies  about 
ours;  and  this  was  the  end  of  Apion's  life, 
and  this  shall  be  the  conclusion  of  our  dis- 
course about  him. 

1  j.  liut  now,  since  Apollonius  Molo,  and 
Lysimachus,  and  some  others,  write  treatises 
about  our  lawgiver  Moses,  and  about  our  laws, 
which  are  neither  just  nor  true,  and  this  partly 
out  of  ignorance,  but  chiefly  out  of  ill-will  to 
us,  while  they  calumniate  Moses  as  an  im- 
)>ostor  and  deceiver,  and  pretend  that  our 
laws  teach  us  wickedness,  but  nothing  that 
is  virtuous,  I  have  a  mind  to  discourse 
briefly,  accordingly  to  my  ability,  about  our 
whole  constitution  of  government,  and  about 
Xhe  particular  branches  of  it ;  for  I  suppose 
it  will  thence  become  evident  that  the  laws 
we  have  given  us  are  disposed  after  the  best 
manner  for  the  advancement  of  piety,  for 
mutual  communion  with  one  another,  for  a 
general  love  of  mankind,  as  also  for  justice, 
and  for  sustaining  labours  with  fortitude,  and 
for  a  contempt  of  death;  and  1  beg  of  those 
that  sliall  peruse  this  writing  of  mine,  to  read 
it  without  partiality;  for  it  is  not  my  purpose 
to  write  an  encomium  upon  ourselves,  but  I 
shall  esteem  this  as  a  most  just  apology  for  us, 
and  taken  from  those  our  laws,  according  to 
which  we  lead  our  lives,  against  the  many  and 
the  lying  objections  that  have  been  ma(ie 
against  us.  Moreover,  since  this  Apollonius 
does  not  do  like  Apion,  and  lay  a  continued 
accusation  against  us,  but  does  it  only  by 
starts,  and  up  and  down  his  discourse,  while 
be  sometimes  reproaches  us  as  atheists,  and 
man-haters,  and  sometimes  hits  us  in  the  teeth 
with  our  want  of  courage,  and  yet  sometimes, 
on  the  country,  accuses  us  of  too  great  bold- 
ness,and  madness  in  our  conduct;  nay,  he  says 
that  we  are  the  weakest  of  all  the  barbarians, 
and  that  this  is  the  reason  why  we  are  the  only 
people  who  have  made  no  improvements  in 
human  life;  now  I  think  1  shall  have  then 
surticiently  disproved  all  these  his  allegations, 
when  it  shall  appear  that  our  laws  enjoin 
the  very  reverse  of  what  he  says,  and  that  we 
very  carefully  observe  those  laws  ourselves; 
and  if  I  be  compelled  to  make  mention  of  the 
laws  of  other  nations,  that  are  contrary  to 
ours,  those  ought  deservedly  to  thank  them- 
selves for  it,  who  have  pretended  to  depreciate 
our  laws  in  comparison  of  their  own;  nor  will 
there,  I  think,  be  any  room  after  that  for  thorn 
to  pretend,  either  that  we  have  no  such  laws 
I  ourselves,  an  epitome  of  wbich  1  wtU  pi  vseut 
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to  tte  reader,  or  that  we  do  not,  aboTe  all 
men,  continue  in  the  observation  of  tnem. 

10.  To  begin  then  a  good  \Tay  back\T3rd, 
I  would  advance  this,  in  the  first  place,  that 
those  who  have  been  admirers  of  good  order, 
and  of  living  under  common  laws,  and  who 
began  to  introduce  them,  may  well  have  this 
testimony  that  they  are  better  than  other  men, 
both  for'  moderation,  and  such  virtue  as  is 
agreeable  to  nature.  Indeeil,  their  endeavoar 
was  to  have  every  thing  they  ordained  believed 
to  be  very  ancient,  that  they  might  not  be 
thought  to  imitate  others,  but  might  appear 
to  have  delivered  a  regular  >vay  of  living  to 
others  after  them.  Since  then  this  is  the  case, 
the  excellency  of  a  legislator  is  seen  in  pro- 
viding for  the  people  s  li.-ing  after  the  best 


an  excellent  general  of  an  army,  and  a  most 
prudent  counsellor,  and  one  that  took  the 
truest  care  of  them  all:  be  also  so  brought  it 
about,  that  the  whole  muhilode  depended 
upon  him;  and  while  he  had  them  always 
obedient  to  what  he  enjoined,  be  made  no 
manner  of  use  of  his  authority  for  his  own 
privatead  vantage,  which  is  thcBsual  time  when' 
governors  gain  great  powers  to  themselves, 
and  pave  the  way  for  tyranny,  and  accustom^ 
the  multitude  to  Uve  very  dissolutely;  where- 
as, when  our  legislator  was  in  so  great  autho- 
rity, he,  on  the  contrary,  thought  he  ought  to 
have  regard  to  piety,  and  to  show  his  great 
good- will  to  the  people;  and  by  this  means 
he  thought  he  might  show  the  great  degree  of 
virtue  that  was  in  him,  and  might  procure  the 


manner,  and  in  prevailing  with  those  that  are  t  most  lasting  security  to  those  who  had  made 
to  use  the  laws  he  ordanis  for  them,  to  have  [  him  their  governor.  "When  he  had  therefore 
a  good  opinion  of  them,  and  in  obliging  the  '  come  to  such  a  good  resolution,  and  had  per- 


nultitude  to  persevere  in  them,  and  to  make 
no  changes  in  them,  neither  in  prosperity  nor 
adversity.  Now,  I  venture  to  say,  that  our 
legislator  is  the  most  ancient  of  all  the  legis 


formed  such  wonderful  exploits,  we  had  Just 
reason  to  look  upon  ourselves  as  having  him 
for  a  divine  governor  and  counsellor  ;  and 
when  he   had  first    persuaded    himselft  that 


lators  whom  we  have  anywhere  heard  of;   for  [  his    actions    and    designs   were    agreeable    to' 
as  for  the  Lycurguses,  and  Solons,  and  Za-^  God's  will,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  impress,' 
leucus  Locrensis,  and  all  those  legislators  who    above  all  things,  that  notion  upon  the  niuiti- . 
are  so  admired  by  the  Greeks,  they  seem  to    tude;  for  those  who  have  once  believed  that'^ 
be  of  yesterday,  if  compared  with  our  legis-    God  is  the  inspector  of  their  lives,  will  not 
lator,  insomuch  as  the  very  name  of  a  law  I  permit  themselves  in  any  sin ;  and  this  is  the 
was    not    so   much    as    known    in   old   times  I  character  of  our  legislator:   be  was  no  impos- 
among  the  Grecians.      Homer  is  a  witness  to  |  tor,  no  deceiver,  as  his  revilers  say,  though 
the  truth  of  this  observation,  who  never  uses    unjustly,  but  such  a  one  as  they  brag  Minosf 
that  term  in  all  his  poems;  for  indeed  there    to  cave  been   among  the  Greeks,  and  other'_ 
was  then  no  such  thing  among  them,  but  the    legislaiors  after  him;  for  some  of  them  sup-' 
multitu'ie  was  governed  by  wise  maxims,  and!  pose  that  they  had  their  laws  from  Jupiter,j 
by  the  injunctions  of  their  king.     It  was  also  I  while  Minos  said  that  the    revelation  uf  his^ 
a  long  time*  that  they  continued  in  the  use  of  I  laws  was  to  be  referred  to  Apollo,  and  his 
these  unwritten  customs,  although  they  were    oracle  at  Delphi,  whether  they  really  thought 
always  changing  them  upon  several  occasions;  |  they  were  so  derived,  or  supposed,  however, 
but  for  our  legislator,   who  was  of  so  much  '  that   they  could    persuade  the  people    easily^ 
greater  antiquity  than  the  rest  (as  even  those  j  that  so  it  was;  but  which  of  these  it  was  »hc» 
l,ftat  speak  against  us  upon  all  occasions  do    made    the    best    laws,    and    which    had    the^ 
alwavs  confess),  he  exhibited  himself  to  ths  '  greatest  reason  to  believe  that  God  was  their_ 


people  as  their  best  governor  and  counsellor, 
and  included  io  his  legislation  the  entire  con- 
duct of  their  lives,  and  prevailed  with  them 
to  receive  it,  and  brought  it  so  to  pass,  that 
those  that  were  made  acquainted  with  his 
laws  did  most  carefully  observe  them. 

17.  But  let  us  consider  his  first  and  great- 
est ivork;  for  when  it  was  resolved  on  by  our 
for,;tithers  to  leave  Egypt  and  return  to  their 
mvii  country,  this  Moses  took  the  many  ten 
iliousands  that  were  of  the  people,  and  saved 
them  out  of  many  desperate  distresses,  and 
brought  them  home  in  safety.  And  certainly 
It  was  here  necessary  to  travel  over  a  country 
without  water,  and  full  of  sand,  to  overcome 
their  enemies,  and,  during  these  battles,  to 
preserve  their  children  and  their  wives,  and 
their  prey;  on  all  which  occasions  be  became 

•  Vt2.  After  the  grektett  part  of  the  world  hr\d  left 
off  the:r  obedieace  to  God,  Ituat  onniua.1  ll£uUt*it. 
!>«9  SerfptuM  I'eliurs,  pafee  6,  7. 


author,  it  will  be  easy,  upon  comparing  those^ 

+  T.his  lADsna^,  that  Moses  sUTat  ia)rr*i,  "  persuaded  , 
hirusell  "    that    wlial    tie  did    was    according    u>   G..d'i 
Will  can  mean  no  more,  by  Josephus's  own  eonsLiiil  no-  ' 
liwuitelat-wbere,  inau  Uial  be  was  *-bniil>  persuaded,'*  i 
luat  be  had  •  fully  salisbed  himself,''  Ihat  so  it  wa^  vix. 
by  the  man\  revelalions  be  had  received  from  G.^,  auil* 
toe  uunieruus  miiacles  God  bad  enabled  bim  to  work,  ' 
as  be  boUi  io  these  ver>  two  books  against  Apioo.  ami'' 
III  bis  Auliqoiues,  most  clearly  and  tVequeotlj  assures 
us      I  bis  is  farther  evident  Irom  scleral  passages  lower,^ 
wheic  be  albrms  that  .Moses  was  no  tmpi'Slor  nur  de- 
ceiier.aod  where  be  assures  us  that  .Moses's  cuiislitulloo 
ui   ^ovemiueut  was   no  other  than  a  tbeo  racj ;  -lul 
where  be  says  they  are  to  hope  for  deliverance  out  of 
tucir  distresses  by  prayer  to  God,  and  that  witlial  it  waJ 
owiok;  III  part  to  this  prophetic  spirit  of  Moses  that  tue 
Jews  especled  a  resurrectiou  (roni  the  dead.    See  alioost 
as  straofje  a  use  of  the  lite  words,  tu0u«  «?  l>i«f,  **  to 
persuade  Guo."  AciUq.   b.  vi-  cli-  V.  sect,  d, 

i  That  is.  .Moses  really  was,  what  the  heathen  legisla- 
tors pretended  to  be,  under  a  divine  direction  :  nor  does 
it  yet  appear  that  these  pretensions  to  a  supematoraj 
citnduct.  eilher  lu  tnese  legislators  ur  oracles,  were  mer* 
delusions  of  men  nittioul  any  demoniacal  imprrssiooi, 
nor  tbat  J„»«phus  toot  them  so  to  be;  aa  tbe  anf-ientea! 
aud  coutemporary  authors  did  still  b«li«Te  tbem  to  tas.4 
tap«raatiual. 
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laws  themselves  together,  to  determine  ;  for 
it  is  time  that  we  come  to  that  i)oiiit.  Now' 
there  are  innumerable  differences  in  the  par- 
ticular customs  and  laws  that  are  among  all 
mankind,  which  a  man  may  briefly  reduce 
under  the  following  heads: — Some  legislators 
have  permitted  their  governments  to  be  under 
monarchies,  others  put  them  under  olii;ar- 
cliies,  and  others  under  a  republican  form; 
but  our  legislator  had  no  regard  to  any  of 
these  forms,  but  he  ordained  our  government 
to  be  what,  by  a  strained  expression,  may  be 
termed  a  Theocracy.t  hy  ascribing  the  autho- 
rity and  the  power  to  God,  and  by  persuading 
a;;  the  people  to  have  a  regard  to  him,  as  the 
i.thor  of  all  the  good  things  enjoyed  either 
ir.  common  by  all  mankind,  or  by  each  one 
If.  particular,  and  of  all  that  they  themselves 
cbtalned  by  praying  to  him  in  their  greatest 
dilficulties.  He  informed  them  that  it  was 
iinpcssible  to  escape  God's  observation,  either 
ii.  any  of  our  outward  actions,  or  in  any  ol 
o_r  inward  thoughts.  Moreover,  he  repre- 
sented God  as  unbegottenj  and  immutable, 
through  all  eternity,  superior  to  all  mortal 
conceftions  in  pulchritude;  and,  though 
knowi.  to  us  by  his  power,  yet  unknown  to 
Ui  as  to  his  essence.  I  do  not  now  explain 
hoiv  these  notions  of  God  are  the  sentiments 

•  Ttiis  whole  very  lar.,'e  passai^e  i*  corrected  by  t>r 
Mii(l»..ii.  fr>.m  Ku'Cbius's  cilatinii  ot  il.  I'livp.  Evanecl 
\  ill.  If.  wt.ich  is  liere  not  a  lilllc  diilereut  Irooj  ttie  pre- 
sent \1*»>.  lil  JoHcphiis 

♦  Tins  enptessioii  Itselt,  ttia»:f«Tr«.  iwii:tlt  9«  vtXt- 
r.-jim.  thill  "  Moses  ordained  the  Jewish  i;overnnieiIt 
to  he  a  Theticracy,"  may  lie  illustrated  by  that  par.Lllel 
expresj-ioii  id  the  Anli't  b.  iii.  eh.  viii  secL  9.  ttal 
"  Muses  left  it  to  (inl  In  be  .present  at  his  sacrifices  when 
lie  pirased;  and,  when  lie  p!ea.sed.  to  be  absent."*  Uoth 
tvuys  ol  sptakini;  soitiid  harsh  in  t!ie  ears  of  Jews  and 
<  hnstians.  as  do  several  others  which  Josephus  uses  to 
Ihe  Heathens;  but  still  they  were  not  very  improper  in 
him.  when  be  all  alonu  tliougtit  fit  to  accommodate  him- 
selt,  both  ID  his  Antiquities,  and  in  these  his  books 
ah;ainst  Apion,  all  writteD  for  the  use  of  the  Greets  and 
Homaiis.  to  their  notions  ahd  languaite,  and  this  as  far 
as  ever  truth  would  (jive  him  leave;  lboUk;h  it  is  very 
ohscivable  withal,  that  he  never  uses  such  exprissior-s 
in  hisbooLsof  the  War.  written  ori^inalh  for  tlie  Jews 
beyond  l.uphrates.  and  in  tlieir  language,  in.  all  these 
cases.  However.  Josephus  directly  supposes  the  Jewish 
settlement,  under  Moses.  tobeadi\ine  settlement,  and 
ili.leed  no  other  than  a  real  Theocracy. 

:  These  excellent  accounts  of  the  divine  attributes, 
and  that  G-  d  is  not  to  be  at  all  known  in  his  essence,  as 
also  some  other  clear  expressions  about  the  resurrection 
of  the  dead,  and  the  state  of  departed  souls,  &c  in  this 
la'e  work  of  Josephus,  look  more  like  the  exalted  Do- 
toiis  of  the  I-  ssenes.  or  rather  Lbionite  Christians,  than 
those  of  a  mere  Jew  or  Pharisee.  The  following  lar^e  ac- 
routits  also  of  the  laws  of  Moses,  seem  to  me  to  show 
a  ri-ijard  to  the  higher  interpretations  and  improvtmenls 
of  Moses's  laws,  derived  from  Jesus  Christ,  than  to  the 
hare  letter  of  them  in  the  cWd  Testament,  whence  alone 
J  iscphus  took  them  when  he  wrote  his  Aiitniuitles; 
nor.  as  1  think,  can  some  of  these  la*s,  though  g- ue- 
raliy  excellent  in  llieir  kind,  be  properly  now  lound 
cither  in  the  copies  of  the  Jewish  I'entateuch.  or  in 
I'hilo.  or  in  Josephus  himself,  before  he  became  a 
Nazarene  or  Ebioiiite  Christian:  nor  even  all  of  them 
aninog  the  laws  of  Catholic  Christianity  themselves.  I 
desire,  therefore,  the  learned  reader  to  consider,  whe- 
ther some  of  these  improvements  or  iiiterpietatiiuts 
tnisht  not  he  peculiar  to  the  Fssenes  among  tne  Jew-,  i.r 
rather  lo  the  Nazarenes  or  f-bionites  among  the  Chris- 
linns,  though  we  have  indeed  but  nip-r.ect  aeci.iiiits  o: 
f-xjse  NaZ'imies  or  Ebioiiile  Chiiiliana  iransiorled 
liowo  to  u»  at  this  day.    -       '-'^     <  "^   '    "*!■' 


of  the  wisest  among  the  Grecians,  and  how 
they  were  taught  them  upon  the  principles 
that  he  afforded  them.  However,  they  testify, 
with  great  assurance,  that  these  notions  are 
just,  and  agreeable  to  the  nature  of  God, 
and  to  his  majesty;  for  Pythagoras,  and  An- 
axagoras,  and  Plato,  and  the  Stoic  philoso- 
phers that  succeeded  them,  and  almo.^t  all  the 
rest,  are  of  the  same  sentiments,  and  had  the 
same  notions  of  the  nature  of  God;  yet  dursl 
not  these  men  disclose  those  true  notions  t< 
more  than  a  few,  because  the  body  of  the  peo- 
ple were  prejuiliced  with  other  opinions  be- 
lorehanil.  Hut  our  legislutor,  who  made  bis 
actions  agree  to  his  laws,  did  not  only  prevail 
with  those  that  were  his  contemporaries  to 
agree  with  these  his  notions,  but  so  firmly 
iniprintetl  this  faith  in  God  upon  all  their 
posterity,  that  it  never  could  be  removed. 
The  reason  why  the  constitution  of  this  legis- 
lation was  ever  better  directed  to  the  utility 
of  all  than  other  legislations  were,  is  this, 
tliat  Moses  did  not  make  religion  a  part  of 
virtue,  but  he  saw  and  he  ordained  other 
virtues  to  be  parts  of  religion;  1  mean  justice, 
ami  fortitude,  and  temperance,  and  a  univer- 
sal agreement  of  the  members  of  the  commu- 
nity with  one  another;  for  all  our  actions  and 
studies,  anil  all  our  words  [in  Moses's  settle- 
ment] have  a  reference  to  piety  towards  God; 
for  he  hath  left  none  of  these  in  suspense,  or 
undetermined;  for  there  are  two  ways  of 
comitig  at  any  sort  of  learning  and  a  moral 
conduct  of  life;  the  one  is  by  instruction  in 
words,  the  other  by  practical  c.iercises.  Now, 
other  lawgivers  have  separated  these  two  ways 
in  their  opinions,  and  choosing  one  of  those 
ways  of  instruction,  or  that  which  best  pleased 
every  one  of  them,  neglected  the  other. 
Thus  did  the  Lacedemonians  and  the  Cre- 
tans teach  by  practical  exercises,  but  not  by 
words;  while  the  Athenians,  and  almost  all 
the  other  Grecians,  made  laws  about  what  was 
to  be  done,  or  left  undone,  but  had  no  regard 
to  the  exercising  them  thereto  in  practice. 

18.  But  for  our  legislator,  he  very  care- 
fully joined  these  two  methods  of  instruction 
together;  for  he  neither  left  these  practical 
exercises  to  go  on  without  verbal  instruction, 
nor  did  he  permit  the  hearing  of  the  law  to 
proceed  without  the  exercises  for  practice; 
but  beginning  immediately  from  the  earliest 
infancy,  and  the  appointment  of  every  one's 
diet,  he  left  nothing  of  the  very  smallest 
consequence  to  be  done  at  the  pleasure  and 
disposal  of  the  person  himself.  Accordingly,  he 
made  a  fixed  rule  of  law  what  sorts  of  food  they 
should  abstain  from,  and  what  sorts  they  should 
use;  as  also,  what  coinmuniun  tbeythould  have 
with  others,  what  great  diligence  they  should 
use  in  their  occupations,  and  what  times  of 
rest  should  be  interposed,  that,  by  living 
under  that  law  as  under  a  father  and  a 
master,  we  might  be  gmliy  of  no  >in,  neither 
voluuimv    nor   out  ot    lt;iio:ance;    tor  lie  aid 
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not  suffer  the  guilt  of  iguorance   to   go  on 
without    punishiuent,  but    demonstrated    the 
Jiuv  to  be  the  best  and  the   most  necessary 
instruction  of  all  others,  permitting  the  people 
to  leave  off  their  other  employments,  and  to 
assemble  together  for  the  hearing  of  the  law, 
and  learning  it  exactly.  a;d  this  not  once  or 
twice,  or  oftener, but  es^ry  week;  which  thing 
all  the  other  legislators  seem  to  have  neglected. 
I'J.  And  indeed,  the  greatest  partof  mankind 
are  so  far  from  living  according  to  their  own 
laws,  that  they  hardly  know  them;  but  when 
thevhavesiuned  they  learn  from  others  that  they 
have  transgressed  thelaw.    Those  also  who  are 
in  the  highest  and  principal  po^ts  of  the  go  vern- 
ment,  confess  they  are  not  acquainted  with  those 
laws,  and  are  obliged  to  take  such  persons  for 
their  assessors    in  public    adniiuistralions    as 
profess  to  have  skill  in  those  laws;  but  for  our 
people,  if  any  body  do  but  ask  any  one  of  them 
about  our  !aws,hewillniore  readily  tell  themsUl 
than  he  will  tell  his  own  name,  and  this  in 
consequence  of  our  having  learned  them  im- 
mediately, as  soon  as  ever  we  became  sensible 
of  any  thing,  and  of  our  having  tbcin,  as  it 
were,  engraven  on  our  souls.      Our  transgres- 
sors of  them  are  but  few  ;  and  it  is  impossible, 
when  anv  do  offend,  to  escape  punishment. 

•M.   And  this  very  thing  it  is  that  principally 
creates  such  a  wonderful  agreement  of  minds 
Biiiongst  us  all;  for  this  entire  agreement  of 
ours  in  all  our  notions  concerning  God,  and 
our  having  no  difference  in  our  course  ot  lite 
and   manners,    procures  among  us    the    most 
excellent  concord  of  these  our  manners  that 
is  anywhere  among  mankind  ;    for   no   other 
people    but    we   Jews    have   avoideil   all   dis- 
courses about  God  that  any   way  contradict 
one  another,   which  yet  are  frequent  among 
other  nations;    and   this    is   true    not    only 
among   ordinary  persons,   according  as  every 
cue  is  affected,  but  some  of  the  philosophers 
'     ba.e   been   insuleiit   enough   to   indulge  such 
contradictions,    while    some    of    them    have 
unilcrtaken  to  use  such  words  as  entirely  take 
away  the  nature  of  God,  as  others  ot  them 
have  taken  away  his  providence  over  mankind. 
Ivor  can  any  one  perceive    amongst    us   any 
difference  in  the  conduct  of  our  lives;  but  all 
our  works  are  common  to  us  all.      A\  e  have 
one  sort  of  discourse  concerning  God,  which 
is  contormable  to  our  law,  and  albrms  that 
he  sees  all  things ;  as  also,  we  have  but  one 
way   of  speaking   concerning  the  conduct  ot 
our  lives,  that  all  other  things  ought  to  have 
piety  for  their  end;   and  this  any  body  may 
hear  from  our  women,  and  servants  themselves. 
21.    Hence    hath    arisen    that    accusation 
which  some  make  against  us,  that  we  have 
DOt  produced  men  that  have  been  the  inven- 
tors of  new  operations,  or  of  new   ways  of 
speaking;   tor  others  think  :t  a  tine  thing  to 
persevere  in  nothing  that  has  been  dehvered 
dow.T  fioin  their  forelathe.-s,  auu  iliese  tesiiti 
it  to  be  an  insiaiiee  ot  tlie  sharpest   wuuoii. 


when  these  men  venture  to  transgress  tho9« 
traditions;  whereas  we,  on  the  contrary,  sup- 
pose it  to  be  our  only  wisdom  and  virtue  tu 
admit  no  actions  nor  supposals  that  are  con- 
trary to  our  original  laws;  which  proced'Ui 
of  ours  is  a  just  and  sure  sign  that  our  lavf  -i 
admirably  constituted;  for  such  laws  as  iili 
not  thus  well  made,  are  convicted  upon  trial 
to  want  amendment. 

2J.   But  while  we  are  ourselves  perstiadtij 
that  our  law  was  made  agreeably  to  the  will 
of  God,   it  would  be  impious  for  us  not  JH 
observe  the  same;  for  what  is  there  in  it  tu<.t 
any  body  would  change  1   and   what   can  be 
invented  betterl  or  what  can  we  take  out  of 
other  people's  laws  that  willexceed  it  1  Teriiati 
some  would  have  the  entire  s<.'ttlement  ol  oui 
government  altered.  And  where  shall  we  hHi.a 
better  or  more  righteousconstitution  than  ouii., 
whilethismakesusesteemGodtobethegovei- 
nor  of  the  universe,  and  permits  the  priests  ill 
general  to  be  the  administrators  of  the  princip«i 
affairs,  and  withal  intrusts  the  goverutneiit  ovtt 
the  other  priests  to  the  chief  high-priist  hiii.- 
sclf!   which  priests,  our  legislator,  at  thcirtutt 
appointment,  did  not  advance  to  that  dign'.iy 
for  their  riches,  or  any  abundance  of  other  pot- 
sessions,  or  any  plenty  they  bad  as  the  gilt.-,  '.if 
fortune;  but  he  entrusted  the  principal  lua^' 
agement  of  divine  worship  to  those  that  Li 
ceeded  others  in  an  ability  to  persuaUe  men,  ai.il 
in  prudence  of  conduct.      These  men  bai)  thj 
main  care  of  the  law,  and  of  the  other  pa.-i-- 
of  the  people's  conduct,  committed  to  tucii.', 
lor  thev  were  the  priests  who  were  orriaintd  !0 
be  the'  inspectors  of  aU,  and  the  judges    n. 
doubtful   cases,  and    the   punishers   of  tliOsc 
that  were  condemned  to  suffer  punishment.^ 

23.  What  form  of  government  then  can  'oc 
more  holy  than  this!  what  more  worthy  kit.C 
of  worship  can  be  paid  to  God  than  we  pay, 
where  the  entire  body  of  the  people  tit 
prepared  for  religion,  where  an  extraordit;a.'y 
degree  of  care  is  required  in  the  priests,  and 
where  the  whole  pohty  is  so  ordered  as  if  it 
w  ere  a  certain  religious  solemnity  1  For  wl.ul 
things  foreigners,  when  they  solemnize  snii 
festivals,  are  not  able  to  observe  for  a  icW 
days'  time,  and  call  them  Mysteries  and  fcu- 
cred  Ceremonies,  we  observe  with  great  plea- 
sure and  an  unshaken  resolution  during  (.-.: 
whole  lives.  What  are  the  things  then  tbi.t 
we  are  commanded  or  forbidden?  They  a.t 
simply  and  easily  known.  The  first  com- 
mand' is  concerning  Bod,  and  affirms  l!.-l 
God  contains  all  things,  and  is  a  being  eve.> 
way  perfect  and  happy,  self-sufficie.it,  and 
supplying  all  other  beings;  the  beginn..-,;, 
the  niiddle,  and  the  end  of  all  things.  He  m 
marifest  in  bis  works  and  benetits,  and  more 
conspicuous  than  any  other  being  vvhu'.s— 
ever ;  but  as  to  his  form  and  inagn.lui;.., 
he  is  most  obscure.  All  materials,  let  t.ieu. 
ue  ever  so  costly,  are  unworthy  to  con.i.c.e 
an  imajje  for  him;  and  all  arU  ara  uuailtu. 
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tc  firaress  the  notion  we  ought  to  have  of 
hi:-..  "  We  ran  neither  see  nor  think  of  iitiy 
th!r.g  like  hicn,  nor  is  it  agreeable  to  piety  to 
form  a  reseiiihlaiicc  of  tiiin.  We  soc  his 
works,  the  lijjlit,  the  heaven,  the  earth,  the 
sij:;  an<l  the  moon,  tbe  waters,  the  generations 
of  animals,  the  productions  of  fruits.  These 
things  hath  God  made,  not  with  hands,  not 
A'ith  labour,  nor  us  wanting  the  assistance  of 
any  to  co-operate  with  him ;  hut  as  his  will 
resolved  tiiey  sliould  be  made,  and  be  good 
also,  they  were  made  and  became  good  im- 
nieJiatuly.  All  men  ought  to  follow  this  j 
Be^ng,  aud  to  worship  biin  in  the  exercise  of 
virtue;  for  this  way  of  worship  of  God  is  the  i 
most  holy  of  all  others. 

24.  There  ought  a)so  to  be  but  one  temple  ' 
for  one  God ;  for  likeness  is  the  constant  i 
foundation  of  agreement.  This  temple  ought 
to  be  cummoti  to  all  men,  because  he  is  the 
common  God  of  all  men.  His  priests  are  to 
be  eonlioually  about  his  worship,  over  whom 
he  that  is  the  first  by  his  birth,  is  to  be  their 
ruler  perpetually.  U:s  business  must  be  to 
olfer  sacrilices  to  GoJ,  together  with  those 
■  priests  that  are  joined  with  him,  to  see  that 
the  laws  be  observed,  to  determine  controver- 
sies, and  to  punish  those  that  are  convicted  of 
injustice;  while  he  that  docs  not  submit  to 
b><i.  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  [lunishment, 
as  if  he  had  been  guDty  of  impiety  towards 
God  hiuj»eif.  AVheii  we  oifer  sacriiices  to 
hiu.,  we  do  it  not  in  order  to  surfeit  ourselves, 
or  1o  be  drunken ;  fur  such  excesses  are 
against  tbe  will  of  God,  and  would  be  an  oc- 
casion of  injuries  anil  of  luxury;  but  by  keep- 
ing OLrseU'es  sober,  orderly,  and  ready  for  our 
-Other  occupations,  and  being  more  tt-mperate 
than  others.  And  lor  our  duty  at  the  sacri- 
fices themselves,  we  ought  in  the  first  place 
to  pray'  for  the  common  welfare  of  all, 
and  after  that  our  own;  for  we  are  made  for 
feiiowsLip  one  nith  another;  and  he  who  pre- 
fers the  common  good  before  what  is  peculiar 
to  himself,  is  above  all  acceptable  to  God. 
A-id  let  our  prayers  and  supplications  be 
made  humbly  to  God,  not  [so  much]  that  he 
woutii  give  us  what  is  good  (for  he  bath  al- 
ready given  that  of  his  own  accord,  and  bath 
proposed  the  same  publicly  to  all),  as  that  we 
may  (iuiy  receive  it,  and  when  we  have  re- 
ceived it,  may  preserve  it.  Now  the  law  has 
appointed   several   purifications  at  our  sacri- 

•  We  ra.-xy  hrre  observe,  hnw  known  a  tiling  it  was 
among  tlie  Jt-ws  and  bealhens  in  this  and  many  other 
iri&laiicts,  '.tiat  sacri&ces  were  still  accumpffnit-d  witb 
prajeil;  wlw-rice  most  probably  car.^«  those  phrases  of 
*■  tbe  sarriliee  of  prayer,  tbe  lacritice  of  praise,  the  sacri. 
dM  of  thaat.s.;iriug-''  However,  those  ancient  fufins 
U--.ed  at  sairlLces  are  now  Reneraily  lost,  to  the  no  small 
darrai^e  of  true  religion.  It  is  here  also  esceedine 
remarkable,  that  althoui^b  the  lemple  at  Jerusalem  was 
boat  as  the  only  place  wl.ere  Ihe  whi.le  nation  of  t:ie 
Jrws  were  to  otitr  tbeir  sacribces,  yet  is  there  no  men- 
lien  of  the  ••sairifiees"  themselves,  but  of  "praveis'* 
cnl>,  la  Solomon's  long  and  lamous  lorm  ol  devotion 
«t  its  dedicalioQ,  t  Kings  viii.  :i  t'lirun.  Tt.  N.  e  also 
Oiuny  passages  cited  in  tbe  Apostolical  Constnutiuits, 
iinii.  37,  aad  ai  Iha  War  abov*,  Ik.  vii.  cbap.  t,  aect,  & 


ftces,  whereby  we  are  cleansed  after  n  funeral, 
after  what  eoiiictiincs  happens  to  us  in  tied, 
anil  after  acco.iipanviMg  with  our  wive,-*,  and 
upon  many  other  oec.t^ioiis,  too  long  now  to 
set  down.  And  this  is  our  doctrine  concern- 
ing  God  and  his  worship,  ami  is  the  same 
that  the  law  appoints  for  our  practice. 

2.5.  But  tlieii,  what  are  our  laws  about 
marriage?  That  law  owns  no  other  mi.xture 
of  sexes  but  that  which  nature  hath  appointed, 
of  a  man  with  h'n  wife,  ami  that  this  be  uscil 
only  for  the  procreation  of  children,  IJiit  it 
abhors  the  mixture  of  a  male  with  a  male 
an(|  if  any  one  do  that,  death  is  his  punish 
inent.  It  commands  us  also,  when  we  marry, 
not  to  have  regard  to  portion,  nor  to  take 
a  woman  by  violence,  nor  to  persuade  her 
deceitfully  and  knavishly;  but  demand  her  in 
marriage  of  him  who  hath  power  to  dispose 
of  her,  and  is  fit  to  give  her  away  by  tha 
nearness  of  his  kindred;  for,  saith  the  Scrip- 
ture, "A  woman  is  inferior  to  her  husband  in 
all  things. -f"  Let  her,  therefore,  be  obedient 
to  him;  not  so,  that  he  should  abuse  her,  but 
that  she  may  acknowledge  her  duty  to  her 
husband;  for  God  hath  given  the  authority 
to  the  husband,  A  husband,  therefore,  is  t1 
i  lie  only  with  his  wife  whom  he  hath  marneilj 
but  to  have  to  do  with  another  man's  wile  it 
a  wicii_d  thing;  which,  if  any  one  venture 
upon,  death  is  inevitably  his  punishment:  n* 
more  can  be  avoid  the  same  who  forces  > 
j  virgin  betrothed  to  another  man,  or  entice* 
'another  man's  wife.  The  law,  moreover, 
enjoins  us  to  bring  up  all  our  offspring,  anJ 
forbids  women  to  (»use  abortion  of  what  is 
begotten,  or  to  destroy  it  afterward;  and  if 
any  woman  appears  to  have  so  done,  she  will 
be  a  murderer  of  her  child,  by  destrojing  a 
living  creature,  and  diminishing  human  kind; 
if  any  one,  therefore,  proceeds  to  such  forni- 
cation or  murder,  he  cannot  be  clean.  More- 
over, the  law  enjoins,  that  after  the  man  ant 
wife  have  lain  together  in  a  regular  way,  tbey 
shall  bathe  themselves;  for  there  is  a  defile- 
ment contracted  thereby,  both  in  soul  and 
body,  as  if  they  had  gone  into  another  coun- 
try; for  indeed  the  soul,  by  being  united  to 
the  body,  is  subject  to  miseries,  and  is  not 
freed  therefrom  again  but  by  death;  on  which 
account  the  law  requires  this  puridcation  to  be 
entirely  performed. 

26.  Nay,  indeed,  the  law  does  not  permit 
us  to  make  festivals  at  the  births  of  our  chiid^ 
ren,  and  thereby  afford  occasion  of  drinking 
to  excess;  but  it  ordains  that  the  very  begin- 
ning of  our  education  should  be  immediately 
directed  to  sobriety.  It  also  commands  us  to 
bring  those  children  up  in  learning,  and  to 
exercise  them  in  the  laws,  and  make  them 
acquainted  with  the  acts  of  their  predecessors, 
in  order  to  their  imitation  of  them,  and  that 
they  may  be  nourished  up  in  the  lawsfrom  llieir 

t  This  lext  It  nowhere  in  our  present  copies  of  th^ 
Old  Xestamcot 
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infanc/,  and  might  neither  transgress  tbem, 
nor  yet  have  any  pretence  for  their  ignorance 
of  tbem. 

27.  Our  law  bath  also  taken  care  of  the 
decent  burial  of  the  dead,  but  without  any  ex- 
travagant exjienies  fur  tbeirfunerals,  and  with- 
out the  erection  of  any  illustrious  njonunients 
for  them;  but  hath  ordered  that  their  nea^e^t 
rtliitioiis  should  perforin  their  ob^t-quies;  and 
hath  sbowji  it  to  be  regular,  that  all  who  pass 
by  when  any  one  is  buried,  should  accompany 
the  funeral,  and  join  in  the  lamentation.  It 
ilso  ordains,  that  the  house  and  its  inhabitants 
should  be  puritied  after  the  funeral  is  over, 
that  every  one  may  thence  learn  to  keep  at  a 
jreat  distance  from  the  thoughts  of  being 
pure,  if  he  bath  been  once  guilty  of  iiiurder. 

°J8.  The  law  ordains  also,  that  parents 
ihould  be  honoured  immediately  after  God 
liniself,  and  delivers  that  son  who  does  not 
:e<juite  tbeui  for  the  benefits  be  bath  received 
.Tom  tbem,  but  is  deficient  on  any  such  occa- 
nun,  to  be  stoned.  It  also  says,  that  the 
j'oung  men  should  pay  due  respect  to  every 
;lder,  since  God  is  the  eldest  of  all  beings. 
It  does  not  give  lejve  to  conceal  any  thing 
from  our  friends,  because  that  is  not  true 
friendship  which  will  nut  commit  all  things  to 
:heir  tideUty:  it  also  forbids  the  revelation  of 
tecrets,  even  though  an  enmity  arise  between 
them.  If  any  judge  takes  bribes,  bis  punish- 
ment is  death  ;  he  that  overlooks  one  that 
alfers  him  a  petition,  and  this  when  he  is  able 
X  relieve  him,  he  is  a  guilty  person.  Wliat 
£  not  by  any  one  intrusted  to  another,  ought 
aot  to  be  required  back  again,  ^*o  one  is  to 
iouch  another's  goods.  He  that  lends  money 
inust  not  demand  usury  for  its  loan.  These, 
tnd  many  more  of  tbe  like  sort,  are  the  rules 
^at  unite  us  in  tbe  bauds  of  society  one  with 
uiotber. 

'J9.  It  will  be  also  worth  our  while  to  see 
what  equity  our  legislator  would  have  us  ex- 
ercise in  our  intercourse  with  st-rangers;  for  it 
will  thence  appear  that  be  made  the  best  pro- 
vision he  possibly  could,  both  that  we  should 
not  dissolve  our  own  constitution,  nor  show 
iny  envious  mitid  towards  those  that  would 
cultivate  a  friendship  with  us.  Accordingly, 
our  legislator  admits  all  those  that  have  a 
mind  to  observe  our  laws,  so  to  do;  and  this 
after  a  friendly  manner,  as  esteeming  that 
A  true  union,  which  not  only  extends  to  our 
own  stock,  but  to  those  that  would  live  after 
the  same  manner  with  us;  yet  does  he  not 
allow  those  that  come  to  us  by  accident  only 
to  be  admitted  into  communion  with  us. 

30.  However  there  are  other  things  which 
our  legislator  ordained  for  us  beforehand, 
which  of  necessity  we  ought  to  do  in  common 
to  all  men;  as  to  aH'ord  tire,  and  water,  and 
food  to  such  as  want  it;  to  show  them  the 
roads;  and  not  to  let  any  one  lie  unburied. 
He  also  would  have  us  trt-at  those  tiiat  are 
esteemed  our  enemies  with  moderation ;  fur  be 


doth  not  allow  us  to  set  their  country  on  fire, 
nor  permit  us  to  cut  down  those  trees  that  bear 
fruit:  nay,  farther,  he  forbids  us  to  spoil  those 
that  have  been  slain  in  war.  He  bath  also 
provided  for  such  as  are  taken  captive,  that 
they  may  not  be  injured,  and  especially  that  the 
women  may  not  be  abused.  Indeed  he  bu'.h 
taught  us  gentleness  and  humanity  so  eJec- 
tually,  that  he  hath  not  despised  tbe  care  of 
brute  beasts,  by  permitting  no  other  than  a 
regular  use  of  them,  and  forbidding  a-iy 
other;  and  if  any  of  tbem  come  to  our  houses, 
like  supplicants,  we  are  forbidden  to  slay 
them:  uor  inny  we  kill  tbe  dams,  together 
with  their  young  ones;  but  we  are  obliged, 
even  in  an  enemy's  country,  to  spare  and  not 
kill  those  creatures  that  labour  for  mankind. 
Thus  hath  our  lawgiver  contrived  to  teach  us 
an  equitable  conduct  every  way,  by  using  us 
to  such  laws  as  instruct  us  therein;  while  at 
the  same  time  be  hatb  ordained,  that  such  as 
break  these  laws  should  be  punished,  without 
tbe  allowance  of  any  excuse  whatsoever. 

31.  Now  the  greatest  part  of  otTences  with 
us  are  capital ;  as  if  any  one  be  guilty  of 
adultery;  if  any  one  force  a  virgin;  if  any 
one  be  so  impudent  as  to  attempt  sodomy 
with  a  male;  or  if,  upon -another's  making  an 
attempt  upon  him,  be  submits  to  be  so  used. 
There  is  also  a  law  for  slaves  of  tbe  like 
nature,  that  can  never  be  avoided.  Moreover, 
if  any  one  cheats  another  in  measures  or 
weights,  or  makes  a  knavish  bargain  and  sale, 
in  order  to  cheat  another;  if  any  one  steal  what 
belongs  to  another  and  takes  what  be  never 
deposited;  all  these  have  punishments  allotted 
tbem,  not  such  as  are  met  with  among  other 
nations,  but  more  severe  ones.  And  as  for  at- 
tempts of  unjust  behaviour  towards  parents,  or 
impiety  against  God,  though  they  be  not  actu- 
ally accomplished,  tbe  offenders  are  destroyed 
immediately.  However,  tbe  reward  Of  such  aa 
live  exactly  acording  to  tbe  laws,  is  not  silver 
or  gold;  it  is  not  a  garland  of  olive-branches 
or  of  smallage,  nor  any  such  public  sign  of 
commendation;  but  every  good  man  bath  his 
own  conscience  bearing  witness  to  himself, and, 
by  virtue  of  our  legislator's  prophetic  spirit,  and 
of  tbe  firm  security  God  himself  affords  such 
a  one,  be  believes  that  God  bath  made  this 
grant  to  those  that  observe  these  laws,  even 
thuugb  they  be  obliged  readily  to  die  for  them, 
that  they  shall  come  into  being  ajjain,  and  at 
a  certain  revolution  of  things  receive  a  better 
life  than  they  had  enjoyed  before.  Nor  would 
I  venture  to  write  thus  at  this  time,  were  it 
not  well  known  to  all  by  our  actions  that 
many  of  our  people  have  many  a  time  bravely 
resolved  to  endure  any  sufferings,  rather  than 
speak  one  word  against  our  law. 

31.  Nay,  indeed,  in  case  it  had  so  fallen 
out,  that  our  nation  had  not  been  so  thor- 
oii|,'hlv  known  among  all  men  as  they  ate, 
and  our  voluntary  suljinission  to  our  laws  hud 
nut  been  so  open  and  iiiauifes*  as  it  is,  but 
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that  somebody  bad  pretended  to  have  written 
these  laws  himself,  and  had  read  them  to  the 
Greeks,  or  liad  pretended  that  he  had  met  with 
men  out  of  the  limits  of  the  known  world, 
that  had  such  reverend  notions  of  God,  and 
had  continued  for  a  long  time  in  the  firm 
observance  of  such  laws  as  ours,  I  cannot  but 
suppose  that  all  men  would  admire  them  on  a 
rtllection  upon  the  frequent  chaI^^es  they  had 
therein  been  themselves  subject  to;  and  this 
while  those  that  have  attempted  to  write  some- 
what of  the  same  kind  fur  politic  government, 
and  for  laws,  are  accused  as  composing  mon- 
strous things,  and  are  said  to  have  undertaken 
an  impossible  task  upon  them.  Anil  here  I 
will  say  nothing  of  those  other  philosophers 
who  have  undertaken  any  thing  of  this  nature 
in  their  writings,  llut  even  I'lato  himself, 
who  is  so  admired  by  the  Greeks  un  account 
of  that  gravity  in  his  manner  and  force  in  his 
words,  and  that  ability  he  had  to  persuade 
men  beyond  all  other  philosophers,  is  little 
better  than  laughed  at  and  exposed  to  ridicule 
on  that  account,  by  those  that  pretend  to 
sagacity  in  political  affairs;  although  he  that 
shall  diligently  peruse  his  writings,  will  lind 
his  precepts  to  be  somewhat  gentle,  and  pretty 
near  to  the  customs  of  the  generality  of  man- 
kind. Nay,  l*lato  himself  confesseth  that  it 
is  not  safe  to  publish  the  true  noti<Hi  concern- 
ing God  among  the  ignorant  multitude.  Yet 
do  some  men  look  upon  Plato's  discourses  as 
DO  better  than  certain  idle  words  get  olf  with 
great  artifice.  However,  they  admire  Lycur- 
gus  as  the  principal  lawgiver;  and  all  men 
celebrate  Sparta  for  having  continued  in  the 
firm  observance  of  his  laws  for  a  very  long 
time.  So  far  then  we  have  gained,  that  it  is 
to  be  confessed  a  mark  of  virtue  to  submit  to 
laws.*  But  then  let  such  as  admire  this  in 
the  Lacedemonians  compare  that  duration  of 
theirs  with  more  than  two  thousand  years 
which  our  political  government  hath  conti- 
nued ;  and  let  them  farther  consider,  that 
though  the  Lacedemonians  did  seem  to  ob- 
serve their  laws  exactly  while  they  enjoyed 
their  liberty,  yet  that  when  they  underwent  a 
change  in  their  fortune,  they  forgot  almost  all 
those  laws;  while  we,  having  been  under  tea 
thousand  changes  in  our  fortune  by  thechanges 
that  happened  among  the  kings  of  Asia,  have 
i»ever  betrayed  our  laws  under  the  most  press- 
ing distresses  we  have  been  in ;  nor  have  we 
neglected  them  either  out  of  sloth  or  for  a 
livelihood. f  Nay,  if  any  one  will  consider 
it,  the  dilticulties  and  labours  laid  upon  us 
faave  been  greater  tJian  what  appears  to  have 

•  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  set  down  here  a  very 
reroarkabli  testimoay  of  the  great  ptiilosopher  Cicero,  as 
lo  the  prel.  rence  oj'  ''laws  to  pliilosophy :"  "1  will 
(says  ht-j  h.)liily  declare  niy  opiaion,  ihuii/ti  the  whole 
world  he  titfemleil  at  it  I  pruler  this  little  btiok  .if  the 
TwelTe  Tables  ahme  to  all  the  v.. lames  of  the  phtln^cl- 
phers  1  lind  n  lo  be  nut  only  of  more  weight,  but  also 
lUUCh  illiHf  Uiiernl." — Df  Oialore. 

♦  Or.   t»  t  have  observed  our  times  of  rest.  And  sorts  of 

owed  u«  ^tlurioK  our  dulxessea^ 


been  borne  by  the  Lacedemonian  fortitude, 
while  they  neither  ploughed  their  land  nor  ex- 
ercised any  trades,  but  lived  in  their  own  city, 
free  from  all  such  pains-taking,  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  plenty,  and  using  such  exercises  as 
might  improve  their  bodies,  while  tbey  made 
use  of  other  men  as  their  servants  for  all  the 
necessaries  of  life,  ond  had  their  food  prepared 
for  them  by  the  others:  and  these  good  and 
humane  actions  they  do  for  no  other  purpose 
but  this,  that  by  their  actions  and  their  suffer- 
ings they  may  be  able  to  conquer  all  those 
against  whom  they  make  war.  I  need  not 
add  this,  th.it  they  have  not  been  fully  able  to 
observe  their  laws;  for  not  only  a  few  single 
persons,  but  multitudes  of  them,  have  in 
heaps  neglected  those  laws,  and  have  deli- 
vered themselves,  together  with  their  arms, 
into  the  hands  of  their  enemies. 

33.  Now  as  for  ourselves,  I  venture  to  say, 
that  no  one  can  tell  of  so  many;  nay,  not  of 
more  than  one  or  two  that  have  betrayed  our 
laws,  no  not  out  of  tear  of  death  itself;  I  du 
not  mean  such  an  easy  death  as  happens  in 
battles,  but  that  which  comes  with  bodily 
torments,  and  seems  to  be  the  severest  kind 
of  death  of  all  others.  Now  I  think,  those  that 
have  conquered  us  have  put  us  to  such  deaths, 
not  out  of  their  hatred  to  us  when  they  had 
subdued  us,  but  rather  out  of  their  desire  of 
seeing  a  surprising  sights  wliich  is  this, 
whether  there  be  such  men  in  the  world  who 
believe  that  no  evil  is  to  them  so  great  as  to  be 
compelled  to  do  or  to  speak  any  thing  contrary 
to  their  own  laws.  Nor  ought  men  to  won- 
der at  us,  if  we  are  more  courageous  in  dying 
for  our  laws  than  all  other  men  are;  for  other 
men  do  not  easily  submit  to  the  easier  things 
in  which  we  are  instituted ;  I  mean  working; 
with  our  bands,  and  eating  but  little,  and 
being  contented  to  eat  and  drink,  not  at 
random,  or  at  every  one's  pleasure,  or  being 
under  inviolable  rules  in  lying  with  our  wives, 
in  niagnilicent  furniture,  and  again  in  the 
observation  of  our  times  of  rest;  while  those 
that  can  use  their  swords  in  war,  and  can  put 
their  enemies  to  flight  when  they  attack  them, 
cauuot  bear  to  submit  to  such  laws  about  their 
way  of  living:  whereas  our  being  accustomed 
willingly  to  submit  to  laws  in  these  instances, 
renders  us  fit  to  show  our  fortitude  upon  other 
occasions  also. 

34.  Yet  do  the  Lysimachi  and  the  Molonea, 
and  some  other  writers  (unskilful  sophists  as 
they  axe,  and  the  deceivers  of  young  men)  re- 
proach us  as  the  vilest  of  all  mankind.  Now  I 
have  no  mind  to  make  an  inquiry  into  the  Ikws 
of  other  nations;  for  the  custom  of  our  country 
is  to  keep  our  own  laws,  but  not  to  accuse  the 
laws  of  Others.  And  indeed,  our  legislator  hath 
expressly  furbidden  us  to  laugh  at  and  revile 
those  that  are  esteemed  gods  by  other  people,  J 
on  account  of  the  very  name  of  God  ascribed 
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to  them.  But  since  our  antag-oni^ts  think  to 
run  us  down  upon  the  coinparijon  of  tbeir 
religion  and  ours,  it  is  not  possible  to  keep 
silence  here,  especially  while  what  I  shall  say 
to  confute  these  men  will  not  be  now  first 
said,  but  hath  been  already  said  by  many,  and 
these  of  the  highest  reputation  aho;  for  who 
is  there  among  those  thai  have  been  admired 
among  the  Greeks  for  wisciom,  who  bath 
not  greatly  blamed  both  the  most  famous 
poets  and  most  celebrated  legislators,  for 
spreading  such  notions  originally  among  the 
body  of  the  people  concerning  the  gods?  such 
as  these,  that  they  may  be  allowed  to  be  as 
numerous  as  they  have  a  mind  to  have  them; 
that  they  are  begotten  one  by  another,  and 
that  after  all  the  kinds  of  generation  jou  can 
imiigine.  They  also  distinguish  them  in  their 
places  and  ways  of  living,  as  they  would  dis- 
tinguish several  sorts  of  animals:  as  ^oiue  to 
DC  under  the  earth  ;  some  to  be  in  the  sea;  and 
the  ancientest  of  them  all  to  bt  bound  in  bell; 
end  for  those  to  whom  they  have  allotted 
heaven,  they  have  s^t  over  them  one,  who  in 
title  is  their  father,  but  in  his  actions  a  tyrant 
and  a  lord;  whence  it  came  to  pa^s  that  his  wife, 
and  brother,  and  (daughter,  which  dauj^hter 
he  brought  forth  from  his  own  head),  made  a 
c•H^spiracy  against  hitn  to  seize  upon  him  and 
C'Dtine  him,  as  be  had  himself  seized  upon 
ail'!  contined  his  5wn  hither  before. 

lio.  Afid  ju>tly  have  the  wisest  men  thought 
these  notions  deserved  severe  rebukes;  I  bey  also 
laugh  at  them  fur  determining  that  we  ought 
to  believe  some  of  the  cods  to  be  beardless  and 
yuung,  and  others  of  them  to  be  old,  and  to 
have  beards  accordingly;  that  some  are  &et  to 
trades;  that  one  god  is  a  ^mith,  and  another 
goddess  is  a  weaver;  that  one  god  is  a  war- 
ruji,  and  fights  with  men;  that  some  of  them 
aru  harpers,  or  delight  in  archerv ;  and  be- 
sides, that  mutual  ^editions  arisj  uiaoiigthem; 
and  that  they  qttarrel  about  men,  and  this  so 
tar,  that  they  not  only  lay  hands  upon  one 
another,  but  that  thc\  are  wounded  by  nten,  and 
lament,  and  take  on  tor  such  tbeir  atHictions; 
hut  what  istbe  grossest  of  all  in  point  of  lasci- 
viuusness,  are  tlio>e  unbounded  lusts  ascribed 
to  almost  all  ul'tbum,  and  their  amours;  which 
how  can  it  beotherthanamost  absurd  supposai, 
especially  when  it  reaches  to  the  male  gods, 
aTid  to  the  female  goddesses  also?  More- 
over, the  chief  of  ail  their  gods,  and  their 
first  father  himself,  overlooks  those  goddesses 
whom  be  hath  deluded  and  begotten  with 
child,  and  sutfers  them  to  be  kept  in  prison, 
or  drowned  iii  the  sea.  He  is  also  so  bound 
up  by  fate,  that  he  cannot  save  his  own  ofl- 
hpring,  nor  can  he  bear  their  deaths  without 
shedding  of  tears. — These  are  tine  things  in- 
deedl  as  are  ibc  rest  thai  follow.  Adulteries 
truly  are  so  impudentiy  looked  on  lu  heaven 
by  the  gods^  that  .-ome  ol  them  have  con- 
fessed they  envied  lhu=e  that  were  found  in  the 
very  act  j  and   why    should    they  nut  do  so, 


when  the  eldest  of  them,  who  is  their  kiig 
also,  bath  not  been  able  to  restrain  himself  ii 
the  violence  of  his  lust,  from  lying  with  his 
wife,  so  long  as  they  might  get  into  their 
bed-chamber?  J^ow,  some  of  the  gods  are 
servants  to  men,  and  will  sometimes  b« 
builders  for  a  reward,  and  sometimes  will  be 
shepherds;  while  others  of  them,  like  male- 
factors, are  bound  in  a  prison  of  bra^^s;  and 
what  sober  person  is  there  who  would  not  be 
provoked  at  such  stories,  and  rebuke  those  that 
forged  them,  and  condemn  the  great  silliness 
of  those  that  admit  them  for  truel  Nay^ 
others  there  are  that  have  attvanced  a  eerta:a 
timorousness  and  fear,  as  also  madness  ai;J 
fraud, and  any  other  of  the  vilest  passions,  into 
the  nature  and  form  of  gods,  and  have  per- 
suaded whole  cities  to  ctfer  sacriticLs  to  ihe 
better  sort  of  them;  on  which  account  ihev 
have  been  absolutely  forced  to  esteem  some 
gods  as  the  givers  of  good  things,  and  to  cali 
others  of  them  averters  of  evil.  They  also  en- 
deavour to  move  them,  as  they  would  the  vilest 
of  men,  by  gifts  and  prcT-^nts,  as  looking  tor 
nothing  else  than  to  receive  >wve  great  mi^chief 
from  them,  unless  they  pay  them  such  wages. 
36.  Wherefore  it  deserves  our  inquiry  what 
should  be  the  occasiou  of  this  un^^'ust  man- 
agement, and  of  these  scandals  about  the 
Deity.  And  truly  I  suppose  it  to  be  derived 
from  the  imperfect  knowledge  the  beathtu  le- 
gislators had  at  tirst  of  the  true  nature  of  God; 
iior  did  they  explain  to  the  people  even  sc 
tar  as  they  did  comprehend  of  it:  iwr  did 
they  compose  the  other  parts  of  their  politiciil 
settlements  according  to  it,  but  omitted  it  aa 
a  thing  ot  very  little  consequence,  ajid  gave 
leave  both  to  the  poets  to  introduce  what  gods 
they  pleased,  and  those  subject  to  all  sorts  of 
passions,  and  to  the  orators  to  procure  poli- 
tical decrees  from  the  people  for  the  admissioB 
ot  such  foreign  gods  as  they  thought  prcper. 
The  painters  also,  and  statuaries  of  Greece, 
had  herein  great  power,  as  each  of  them  could 
contrive  a  shafie  [proper  for  a  godj;  the  one 
to  be  formed  out  of  elav,  and  the  other  by 
making  a  bare  picture  of  such  a  one  ;  but 
those  workmen  that  were  principally  admired, 
had  the  use  of  ivory  and  of  gold  as  the  ccn- 
stant  materials  tor  their  new  statues;  [wnere- 
by  it  comes  to  pass  that  some  temples  are 
quite  deserted,  while  others  are  in  great  esteem, 
and  adorned  with  a'tl  the  rites  ot  all  kinds 
of  punhcation.J  Besides  this,  the  tirst  gods, 
who  have  long  flourished  in  the  honoura 
done  them,  are  now  grown  old  [while  those 
that  tiourished  alter  them  are  come  in  their 
rouiu  as  a  second  raak,  that  I  may  speak  the 
most  honourably  of  them  that  1  can};  nay,  cer- 
tain other  gods  there  are  who  are  iiewly  intro- 
ducL'd,  and  newly  worstiipped  ^as  we,  by  way 
of  digression  have  sajii  already,  and  \ct  hav* 
left  their  places  of  worship  desolatej;  and  ftr 
their  temples,  some  of  them  are  already  left 
desolate,  and  others  are  built  aisew  according 
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to  the  pleasure  of  men ;  whereas  they  ought 
to  have  jirescrved  their  bpinion  about  God, 
and  that  worship  which  is  due  to  him,  always 
and  immutably  the  same. 

37.   But    now,  this    Apollonius    Molo    was 
one  of  tliose  foolish  and  proud  men.     How- 
ever, notliing  that  I  have  said  was  unknown 
to  those  thai  were  real  philosophers  among 
the  Greeks,  nor  were  they  unacquainted  with 
those    frigid    pretences    of    allegories    [which 
had  been  alleged  for  such  things] :  on  which 
account  they  justly  despised  them,  but  have 
still   agreed  with  us   as  to  the   true  and  be- 
coming notions  of  God ;  whence  it  was  that 
Plato    would    not    have    political    settlements 
to  admit  of  any  one  of  the  other   poets,  and 
dismisses  even  Homer  himself,  with  a  garland 
on  his  head,  and  with  ointment  poured  upon 
him,  and  this  because  he  should  not  destroy 
the  tight  notions  of  God  with  his  fables.  Nay, 
Plato  principally  imitated  our  legislator  in  this 
point  that  he  enjoined  his  citizens  to  have  the 
main  regard  to  this  precept,  "That  every  one 
of  them  should  learn  their  laws  accurately." 
He  also  ordained,  tliat  they  should  not  admit 
of  foreigners  intermixing  with  their  own  peo- 
ple at  random;    and  provided  that  the  com- 
monwealth should  keep  itself  pure,  and  con- 
sist of  such  only  as  persevered  in  their  own 
laws,     .\polloniu3  Molo  did  no  way  consider 
tliis,  when  hj  made  it  one  branch  of  his  accu- 
sation against  us,  that  we  do  not  admit  of 
such   as   have    different    notions    about    God, 
nor  will  we   have  fellowship  with  those   that 
choose   to   observe   a  way  of  living   different 
from  ourselves;  yet  is  not  this  method  pecu- 
liar lo  us.  but  common  to  all  other  men ;  not 
among  the  ordinary  Grecians  only,  but  among 
such  of  those  Grecians  as  are  of  the  greatest 
reputation     among     them.       Moreover,     the 
Lacedemonians    continued    in    their    way    of 
expelling  foreigners,  and  would  not,  indeed, 
give    leave    lo    their    own    people    to    travel 
abroad,  as  suspecting  that  those  two  things 
would    introiluce  a  dissolution   of  their  own 
laws :  and  perhaps  there  may  be  some  reason 
to   blame    the   rigid  severity  of  the    Lacede- 
monians, for  they  bestowed  the  privilege  of 
their  city  on  no  foreigners,  nor  would    give 
leave  to  them  to  stay  among  them  :  whereas 
we,  though   we   do    not   think  tit  to   imitate 
other  institutions,  yet  do  we  willingly  admit 
of  those  that  desire  to  partake  of  ours,  which 
I  think  I  may  reckon  to  be  a  plain  indication 
of  our  humanity,  and  at  the  same  time  of  our 
magnanimity  also. 

38.  But  i  shall  say  no  more  of  the  Lace- 
demonians. As  for  the  Athenians,  who  glory 
in  having  made  their  cily  lo  be  common  to  all 
men,  what  their  behaviour  was,  .Apollonius 
did  not  know,  while  they  punished  those  that 
spoke  contrary  lo  their  laws  about  the  gods, 
without  mercy ;  for  on  what  other  account 
was  it  that  Socrates  was  put  to  death  by  them  ] 
Certainly,  he  neither  betrayed  their  city  to  its 


enemies,  nor  was  he  guilty  of  sacrilege  with 
regard  to  their  temples;  but  on  this  accoaiit, 
that  he  swore  certain  new  oaths,*  and  that 
affirmed,  either  in  earnest,  or,  as    some 
say,  only  in  jest,  that  a  certain  demon   used 
to  make  signs  to  him  [what  he  should  not 
do].     For  these  reasons  he  was  condemned 
to  drink  poison,  and  kill  himself.      His  accuser 
also  complained  that  he  corrupted  the  young 
n.eii,  by  inducing  them  to  despise  the  political 
settlement  and  laws  of  their  city  :  and  Ihua 
was  Socrates,  t'le  citizen  of  Athens,  punished. 
There   was  also   Anaxagoras,   who  although 
he  was  of  Clazomena;,  was  within  a  few  suf- 
frages of  being  condemned  to  die,  because  he 
said  the  sun,  which  the  Athenians  thought  to 
be  a  god,  was  a  ball  of  fire.     They  also  made 
this  public  proclamation,  "That  trty  would 
give  a  talent  to  any  one  who  would  kill  Dia- 
goras  of  Melos,"  because  it  was  reported  that 
he  laughed  at  their  mysteries:  Portagoras  also, 
who  was  thought  to  have  written  somewhat 
that  was  not  owned  for  truth   by  the  Atiic- 
nians  about  the  gods,  had  been  seized  upoii, 
and  put  to  death,  if  be  had  not  fled  immedi- 
ately.    Nor  need  we  wonder  that  they  thus 
treated  such  considerable   men,   when    they 
did   not  even   spare    women;    for   they  very 
lately  slew  a  certain  priestess,    because  she 
was  accused  by  somebody  that  she  initialed 
people  into   the  worship  of  strange  gods,  it 
having  been  forbidden  so  to  do  by  one  of  their 
laws  i  and  a  capital  punishment  had  been  de- 
cieed  to  such  as  introduced  a  strange  god;  it 
being  manifest,  that  they  who  make   use  of 
such  a  law,  do  not  believe  those  of  other  na- 
tions to  be   really  gods,  otherwise  they  bad 
not  envied  themselves  the  advantage  of  more 
gods  than  they  already  had  ;  and  this  was  the 
happy   administration   of   the   affairs   of    the 
Athenians!     Now,  as  to  the  Scythians,  they 
take  a  pleasure  in  killing  men,  and  differ  lit- 
tle from  brute  beasts;  yet  do  they  think  it 
reasonable  to  have  their  institutions  observed. 
They  also  slew  Anacharsis,  a  person  greatly 
admired  for  his  wisdom  among  the  Greeks, 
when  he  returned  to  them,  because  he  ap- 
peared to  come  fraught  with  Grecian  customs. 
We  find  many  punished  among  the  Persians, 
on  the  same  account.    Apollonius  was  greatly 
pleased  with  the  laws  of  the  Persians,  and 
was  an  admirer  of  them,  because  the  Greeks 
enjoyed  the  advantage  of  their  courage,  and 
nad   the   very  same  opinion  about  the  goils 
which  they  had.      This  last  was  exemplified 
in  the  temples  they  burnt,  and  their  courage 
in  coming,  and  almost  entirely  enslaving  the 
'Jrecians.       However,    Apollonius    has    imi- 
,ated  all   the   Persian  institutions,   and   that 
■y  hi>  offering  violence  to  other  men's  wives, 
.nd   castrating   his  own   sons.       Now,   wi'.h 


•  S,-f  wl.at  Ihnse  novel  oaths  wire  in  Dr.  Hiid.nor's 
note,  viz  lo  <we:>r  hv  an  oak.  b)  a  Boat,  and  by  a  (Ij,  .\» 
.lis.,  1,>  a  L'Oiiler,  a«  !«Hy  t'bilo^lr^tlls  and  othrrfl  Ttl.t 
iWrHrinn9lr.«n:;»-oatli«  was  also  forbidden  by  ibC  TyrlAQ^ 
b.  L  sect  33,  ai  Si»aQh«iin  here  notes. 
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us,  it  is  a  capital  crime,  if  any  one  does  thus 
abuse  even  a  brute  beast ;  and  as  for  us,  nei- 
ther hath  the  fear  of  our  governors,  nor  a  de- 
tire  of  following  what  other  nations  have  in 
60  great  esteem,  been  able  to  withdraw  us  from 
cur  laws  ;  nor  have  we  exerted  our  courage 
in  raising  up  wars  to  increase  our  wealth,  but 
onlv  for  the  observation  of  our  laws;   and 
when  we  with  patience  bear  other  losses,  yet 
when  any  persons  would  compel  us  to  break 
our  laws,  then  it  is  that  we  choose  to  go  to 
war.  though  it  be  beyond  our  ability  to  pur- 
sue it,  and  bear  the  greatest  calamities  to  the 
last  with  much   fortitude;  and  indeed,  what 
reason  can  there   be   why  we   should  desire 
to  imitate  the  laws  of  other  nations,  while 
we  see  they  are  not  observed  by  their  own 
legislators  ?    And  why  do  not  the  Lacedemo- 
nians think  of  abolishing  that  form  of  their 
government  which  sutlers  them  not  to  associ- 
ate with  any  others,  as  well  as  their  contempt 
of  matrimony?      And  why  do  not  the  Eleans 
and  Thebans  abolish  that  unnatural  and  impu- 
dent lust,  which  makes  them  lie  with  males? 
For  thev  will  not  show  a  sufficient  sign  of  their 
repentance  of  w  hat  they  of  old  thought  to  be 
very  excellent,  and  very  advantageous  in  their 
practices,  unless  they  entirely  avoid  all  such 
actions  for  the  time  to  come  :  nay,  such  things 
arc  inserted  into  the  body  of  their  laws,  and 
had  once  such  a  power  among  the  Greeks,  that 
thev  ascribed  these  sodomitical  practicesto  the 
god's  themselves,  as  part  of  their  good  charac- 
ter ;  and  indeed  it  was  according  to  the  same 
manner  that  the  gods  married  their  own  sisters. 
This  the  Greeks  contrived  as  an  apology  for 
their  own  absurd  and  unnatural  pleasures. 

39.  I  omit  to  speak  concerning  punish- 
ments, and  how  many  ways  of  escaping  them 
the  greatest  part  of  legislators  have  alTorded 
malefactors  by  ordaining  that,  for  adulteries, 
fines  in  money  should  be  allowed,  and  for 
corrupting*  [virgins]  they  need  only  marry 
them  ;t  as  also  what  excuses  they  may  have 
in  denying  the  facts,  if  any  one  should  attempt 
to  inquire  into  them  ;  for  amongst  most  other 
nations  it  is  a  studied  art  how  men  may  trans- 
gress their  laws ;  but  no  such  thing  is  permit- 
ted amongst  us;  for  though  we  be  deprived 
M  f  our  wealth,  of  our  cities,  or  of  other  ad- 
•Vantages  we  have,  our  law  continues  immor- 
uil ;  nor  can  any  Jew  go  so  far  from  his  own 
countrv,  nor  be  so  affrighted  at  the  severest 
lord,  as  not  to  be  more  affrighted  at  the  law 
than  at  him.      If,  therefore,  this  be  the  dis- 

•  M'hy  Jospphus  here  should  blame  some  heathen 
le^ishitors.  when  they  allowed  so  e;isy  a  con-.piisi lion  for 
simple  fornication,  as  an  obli^tion  to  marry  the  virpin 
that  was  corrupted,  is  hard  to  say.  seeing  he  had  himself 
truly  informed  us.  that  it  was  a  law  of  the  Jews,  \ntiq. 
h.  iv,  rhap.  viii.  sect  2:1.  as  it  is  the  law  of  Christianity 
also;  see  Hnreb  I  uvenanl.  p.  61  I  am  almost  ready  to 
suspect,  that  for  y«;*«,-.  we  should  her-  read  j.a>A^». 
and  that  corrupting  \\edlocfc.  or  other  men's  u  ives.  is  'le 
crime  for  which  these  l.eatbeiis  wickedl)  allowed  this 
composition  in  mooey.  ^ 

+  nr  '-for  corrupting  other  men's  wives,  the  same 
llliowaucc." 


position  we  are  under,  with  regard  to  the  ex- 
cellency  of  our  laws,'  let  our  enemies  make  ui 
this  concession,  that  our  laws  are  most  exce.. 
lent;  and  if  still  they  imagine  that  though  we 
so  firmlv  adhere  to  them,  yet  are  they  bad 
laws  notwithstanding,  what  penalties  then  do 
they  deserve  to  undergo  who  do  not  observe 
their  own  laws,  which  they  esteem  superior? 
Whereas,  therefore,  length  of  time  is  esteemed 
to  be  the  truest  touchstone  in  all  cases,  I 
would  make  that  a  testimonial  of  the  excel- 
lency of  our  laws,  and  of  that  belief  thereby 
delivered  to  us  concerning  God;  for  as  there 
bath  been  a  very  long  time  for  this  compari- 
son, if  any  one  will  bnt  compare  its  duration 
with  the  duration  of  the  laws  made  by  other 
legislators,  he  will  find  our  legislator  to  have 
been  the  tnost  ancient  of  them  all. 

40.  We  have  already  demonstrated  that  ocr 
laws  have  been  such  as  have  always  inspired 
admiration  and  imitation  into  all  other  men  ; 
nay,  the  earliest  Grecian  philosophers,  though 
in  appearance  they  observed  the  laws  of  their 
own  countries,  yet  did  they,  in  their  actions 
and  their  philosophic  doctrines,  follow  our  le- 
gislator, and  instructed  men  to  live  sparingly, 
and  to  have  friendly  communication  one  with 
another.     Nay,  farther,  the  multitude  of  man- 
kind itself  have  had  a  great   inclination  of  a 
long  time  to  follow  our  religious  observances; 
for  there  is  not  any  city  of  the  Grecians,  nor 
any  of  the  barbarians,  nor  any  nation  whatso- 
ever, whither  our  custom  of  resting  on  the  se- 
venth day  bath  not  come,  and  by  which  our 
fasts  and  lighting  up  lamps,  and  many  of  our 
prohibitions  as  to  our  food,  are  not  observed; 
they  also  endeavour  to  imitate  our  mutual  con- 
cord with  one  another,  and  the  charitable  dis- 
tribution of  our  goods,  and  our  diligence  in  our 
trades,  and  our  fortitude  in  undergoing  the  dis- 
tresses we  are  in,  on  account  of  our  laws  ;  ini'i, 
what  is  here  matter  of  the  greatest  admiration, 
our  law  hath  no  bait  of  pleasure  to  allure  men 
to  it,  but  it  prevails  by  its  own  force  ;  and  as 
God  himself  pervades  all  the  world,  so  hath 
our  law  passed  through  all  the  world  also.- 
So  that  if  aiiv  one  will  but  reflect  on  bis  own 
country  and  his  own  family,  he  will  have  rea- 
son to  give  credit  to  what  I  say.     It  is  there- 
fore but  just,  either  to  condemn  all  mankind 
of  indulging  a  wicked  disposition,  when  they 
have  been  so  desirous  of  imitating  laws  that 
are  to  them   foreign  and  evil  in  themselves, 
rather  than  following  laws  of  their  own  that 
are  of  a  better  character,  or  else  our  accusers 
must  leave  off  their  spite  against  us;  nor  are 
»e  guilty  of  any  envious   behaviour  towards 
hem,   when   we  honour  our  own  legislator, 
ind  believe  what  he,  by  his  prophetic  autho- 
I  ity,  hath    taught  us  concerning    God  ;    for 
tliough  we  should  not   be  able  ourselves  to 
understand  the   exi:ellency  of  our  own  laws, 
vet  would  the  great  multitude  of  those  that 
desire  to  imitate  them,  justify  us,  in  greatly 
valuing  ourselves  upon  them. 
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4\.  But  as  for  the  [distinct]  political  laws 
by  which  we  are  governed^  I  have  delivered 
them  accurately  in  my  books  of  Antiquities ; 
and  have  only  mentioned  them  now,  so  far  as 
was  necessary  to  my  present  purpose,  without 
proposing  to  myself  either  to  blame  the  laws 
of  other  nations,  or  to  make  an  encomium 
upon  our  own. — but  in  order  to  convict  those 
ttat  have  written  about  us  unjustly,  and  in 
on  impudent  affectation  of  disguising  the 
truth  : — and  now  I  think  I  have  sufficiently 
completed  what  I  proposed  in  writing  t&ese 
books;  for  whereas  our  accusers  have  pre- 
tended that  our  nation  are  a  people  of  very 
late  original,  I  have  demonstrated  that  they 
are  exceeding  ancient ;  for  I  have  produced 
as  witnesses  thereto  many  ancient  writers, 
who  have  made  mention  of  us  in  their  hooks, 
while  tbey  had  said  no  such  writer  had  so 
done.  Moreover,  they  had  said  that  we  were 
sprung  from  the  Egyptians,  while  I  have 
proved  that  we  came  from  another  country 
into  Egypt,  while  they  had  told  lies  of  us, 
as  if  we  were  expelled  thence  on  account  oF 
diseases  on  our  bodies,  it  has  appeared  on  the 
contrary  that  we  returned  to  our  country  by 
our  own  choice,  and  "iih  sound  and  strong 
bodies.  Those  accusers  reproached  our  legis- 
lator as  a  vile  fellow,  whereas  God  in  old  time 
bare  witness  to  his  virtuous  conduct;  and  since 
thattestimonyof  God,  time  itself  hath  been  dis- 
covered to  have  borne  witness  to  the  same  thing. 

4*2.  As  to  the  laws  themselves,  more  words 
are  unnecessary,  fo^  they  are  visible  in  their 
own  nature,  and  appear  to  teach  not  impiety, 
but  the  truest  piety  in  the  world.  They  do 
not  make  men  hate  one  another,  but  encou- 
rage people  to  communicate  what  they  have 
to  one  another  freely ;  they  are  enemies  to 
injustice,  they  take  care  of  righteousness,  they 
barr.sb  idleness  and  expensiv*  liWng,  and  in. 


struct  men  to  be  content  with  what  they  have, 
and  to  be  laborious  in  their  callings ;  they 
forbid  men  to  make  war  from  a  desire  of  get> 
ting  more,  but  make  men  courageous  in  de- 
fending the  laws :  they  are  inexorable  in  pu 
nishing  malefactors:  they  admit  no  sophistry 
of  words,  but  are  always  established  by  ac- 
tions themselves,  which  actions  we  ever  pro 
pose  as  surer  demonstrations  than  wha. 
contained  in  writing  only  ;  on  which  aocou^ 
I  am  so  bold  as  to  say  that  we  are  becon. 
the  teachers  of  other  men,  in  the  greates' 
number  of  things,  and  those  of  the  most  ex. 
cellent  nature  only ;  for  what  is  more  excel- 
lent  than  inviolable  piety?  what  is  more  just 
than  submission  to  laws?  and  what  is  more 
advantageous  than  mutual  love  and  concord? 
and  this  so  far  that  we  are  to  be  neither  divided 
bv  calamities,  nor  to  become  injurious  and 
seditious  in  prosperity ;  but  to  contemn  death 
when  we  are  in  war,  and  in  peace  to  apply 
ourselves  to  our  mechanical  occupations,  or 
to  onr  tillage  of  the  ground  ;  while  we  in  all 
thmgs  and  all  ways  are  satisfied  that  God  is 
the  inspector  and  governor  of  our  actions. 
If  these  precepts  had  either  been  written  at 
first,  or  more  exactly  kept  by  any  others  be- 
fore us,  we  should  have  owed  them  thanks  as 
disciples  owe  to  their  masters ;  but  if  it  be 
visible  that  we  have  made  use  of  them  more 
than  any  other  men,  and  if  we  have  demon- 
strated that  the  original  invention  of  them  is 
our  own,  let  the  Apions,  and  the  Molones, 
with  all  the  rest  of  those  that  delight  in  lies 
and  reproaches,  stand  confuted  ;  but  let  this 
and  the  foregoing  book  be  dedicated  to  thee, 
Epaphroditus,  who  art  so  great  a  lover  of 
truth,  and  by  thy  means  to  those  that  have 
been  in  like  manner  desirous  to  be  acquainted 
with  Uie  tfbin  of  our  nation. 
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HADES. 


{  1.  Now  as  to  Hades,  wherein  the  souls  of 
mc  righteous  and  unrighteous  are  detained, 
it  is  necessary  to  speak  of  it.  Ilades  is  a  place 
11  the  world  not  regularly  finished;  a  stthler- 
aneout  region  wherein  the  light  of  this  world 
does  not  shine;  from  which  circumstance,  that 
.u  this  region  the  light  does  not  shine,  it  can- 
not be  but  there  must  be  in  it  perpetual  dark- 
tess.  This  region  is  allotted  as  a  place  of 
custody  for  souls,  in  \Nhich  angels  are  appoint- 
ed as  guardians  to  them,  who  distribute  to 
them  temporary  punishments,  agreeable  to 
every  one's  behaviour  and  manners. 

2,  In  this  region  there  is  a  certain  place 
set  apart  as  a  lake  of  unquenchable  fire, 
whereinto  we  suppose  no  one  hath  hitherto 
been  cast ;  but  it  is  prepared  for  a  day  afore- 
determined  by  God,  in  which  one  righleou? 
sentence  shall  deservedly  be  passed  upon  all 
men  ;  when  the  unjust  and  those  that  have 
been  disobedient  to  God,  and  have  given  ho- 
nour to  such  idols  as  have  been  the  vain  ope- 
rations of  the  hands  of  men.  as  to  God  him- 
self, shall  be  adjudged  to  this  everlasting  pu- 
tii^^kment,  as  having  been  the  causes  of  defile- 
ment; while  the  just  shall  obtain  an  incorrup- 
tible and  never-fiiding  kingdom.  These  are 
now  indeed  confined  in  Hades,  but  not  in  the 
same  place  wherein  the  unjust  are  confined. 

3.  For  there  is  one  descent  into  this  re- 
gion, at  whose  gate  we  believe  there  stands  an 
archangel  with  an  host;  which  gate  when 
those  pass  through  that  are  conducted  down 
by  the  angels  appointed  over  souls,  they  do 
not  go  the  same  way;  but  the  just  are  guided 
.0  toe  right  hand,  and  are  led  with  hymns, 
sung  by  the  angels  appointed  over  that  place, 
unto  a  region  of  light,  in  w  hieh  the  just  have 
^welt  from  tb«  beginning  of  tha  world ;  not 


constrained  by  necessity,  but  ever  enjoying 
the  prospect  of  the  good  things  they  see,  and 
rejoice  in  the  expectation  of  those  i.ew  enjoy- 
ments which  will  be  peculiar  to  every  one  of 
them,  and  esteeming  those  things  beyond 
what  we  have  here ;  with  whom  there  is  no 
place  of  toil,  no  burning  heat,  no  piercing 
cold,  nor  are  any  briers  there ;  but  the  coun- 
tenance of  the  fathers  and  of  the  just,  which 
they  see,  always  smiles  upon  them,  while  they 
wait  for  that  rest  and  eternal  new  life  in  hea- 
ven, which  is  to  succeed  this  region.  Thi» 
place  we  call  The  Busom  of  Ahraham. 

4.  But  as  to  the  unjust,  they  are  dragged 
by  force  to  the  left  hand  by  the  angels  allotted 
for  punishment,  no  longer  going  with  a  good- 
will, but  as  prisoners  driven  by  violence;  to 
whom  are  sent  the  angels  appointed  over 
them  to  reproach  them  and  threaten  them 
with  their  terrible  looks,  and  to  thrust  them 
still  downwards.  IVow  those  angels  that  are 
set  over  these  souls,  drag  them  into  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  hell  itself;  who,  when  they  arc 
hard  by  it,  continually  hear  the  noise  of  it, 
and  do  not  stand  clear  of  the  hot  vapour  it- 
self; but  when  they  have  a  nearer  view  of  this 
spectacle,  as  of  a  terrible  and  exceeding  great 
prospect  of  fire,  they  are  struck  with  a  fe.ir- 
ful  expectation  of  a  future  judgment,  and  in 
effect  punished  thereby;  and  not  only  so,  but 
where  they  see  the  place  [or  choir]  of  theya- 
thers  and  of  the  just,  even  hereby  are  they 
punished;  for  a  chaos  deep  and  large  is  fixed 
between  them  ;  insomuch  that  a  just  man  that 
hath  compassion  upon  them  cannot  be  admit- 
ted, nor  can  one  that  is  unjust,  if  he  were 
bold  enough  to  attempt  it,  pass  over  it. 

5.  This  is  the  discourse  concerning  Hades, 
wherein   tb*  souls  of  all   men  are  confined 
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BiitU  a  proper  season,  which  God  hnth  deter- 
mined, when  he  will  make  a  resurrection  of 
all  men  from  the  dead,  not  procuring  a  tr.ins- 
niigration  of  souls  irom  one  body  to  another, 
but  raising  again  tbu^e  very  Ixidies,  which  you 
Greeks,  seeing  to  be  diasolved,  do  not  believe 
[their  resurrection]:  but  learn  not  to  disbe- 
lieve it ;  for  while  you  believe  that  the  soul  is 
created,  and  yet  is  mnde  immortal  by  God, 
according  to  the  doclr»ne  of  Plato,  and  this 
ill  time,  be  not  incredulot-s;  but  believe  that 
God  is  able,  when  he  hath  raised  to  life  that 
body  which  was  ui-ule  us  a  roniponnd  of  the 
same  elements,  to  make  it  iminortal;  fur  it 
must  never  be  said  of  God  that  he  is  able  to 
do  &omc  things,  and  unable  to  do  others.  We 
have  tberefcre  believed  th  t  the  body  will  be 
fiiised  a^'ain;  for  uUhongh  it  be  dissolved,  it 
is  not  perished;  for  the  earth  receives  its  re- 
mains, and  preserves  the  :  nnd  while  they 
are  like  seid^  and  are  mixed  amontr  the  more 
frtntful  soil,  they  flourish,  and  wlmt  is  sown 
is  indeed  sown  harr  yrnin ;  but  at  tlie  mif,'hty 
sound  of  God  the  Creator,  it  will  sprout  up, 
and  be  raided  in  h  c/cf/ud  and  plort'ous  condi- 
tion,  tlioiich  not  before  it  has  been  dissolved. 
ai  d  mixed  [with  the  earth].  So  thaf  we  Imve 
not  ra?hly  believed  the  resurrection  of  the 
body;  for  although  it  be  dissolved  for  a  time 
on  account  of  the  opginal  transKressiotr,  it 
exists  still,  and  is  cast  into  the  earth  iis  into  a 
potter's  furnace,  in  order  to  he  formed  again, 
not  in  order  to  ri--e  again  such  as  it  was  be- 
fiire,  but  in  a  state  of  purity,  nd  so  as  never 
to  be  destroyed  any  more;  and  to  every  body 
shall  its  own  soul  be  restored  ;  and  when  it 
hath  clothed  itself  with  that  body,  it  will  not 
be  subject  to  misery,  hut,  being  itself  pure, 
it  will  continue  with  its  pure  body,  antl  re- 
joice with  it,  with  whieh  it  having  walked 
righteously  now  in  this  world,  and  never  hav- 
ing bad  it  as  a  snare,  it  will  receive  it  again 
with  great  gladness:  but  as  for  the  unjust, 
they  will  receive  their  bodies  not  changed,  not 
freed  from  diseases  or  distempers,  nor  made 
glorious,  but  with  the  same  diseases  wherein 
they  died;  and  such  as  they  ere  in  their  un- 
belief, the  same  shall  they  be  when  they  shall 
be  faithfully  judged. 

6.  For  all  men,  the  just  as  well  as  the  un- 
tuit,  shall  be  brouuht  before  God  the  iccrd ; 
for  to  him  hath  the  Father  committed  all 
judgment;  and  he,  in  order  to  fulfil  the  will 
tf  his  Father^  shall  come  as  judge,  whom  we 
tall  Christ.  For  Minos  and  Rhadamanthus 
tre  not  the  judges,  as  \ou  Greeks  do  suppose, 
int  he  whinn  G^  d  even  the  Futh  r  hath  t/lu- 
•ified;  coNrtuNiNG  whom   we  havf  llse- 

VIIKUE  GIVEN  A  MORE  PARTICLLAR  ACCOUNT. 
JOE    THE    SAKE    OF    THOSE  »JPHO   SEEK   AFTEK 

rRUTH.  Thi-»  person,  exercising  the  righte- 
nis  judgment  of  the  Fathf  r  towards  all  n)en, 
Uath  prepared  a  just  sentence  for  every  one, 
accoiriing  to  his  works;  at  whose  jud^inent- 
•eat   when   all   men,  and  uigels,  and  demons 


shall  stand,  they  will  send  forth  one  voice, 
and  say,  just  is  thy  judgment;  the  rejoin- 
der  to  which  will  bring  a  jti«t  sentence  upon 
both  parties,  by  giving  justly  to  those  that 
have  done  well  an  cverlatting  fruition \  but 
allotting  to  the  lovers  of  wieked  works  ttetnal 
puni:^hiiunt.  To  these  belong  Me  unqutiich^ 
able  Jire,  and  that  without  end,  and  a  certain 
fiery  worm  never  dyinif,  and  not  destroying 
the  body,  but  continuing  its  eruption  out  ot 
the  body  with  never-ceasing  grief;  neillier 
will  sleep  give  ease  to  these  men,  nor  will  the 
night  ailord  them  conifort;  death  will  nut 
free  them  from  their  punishment,  nor  will 
the  interceding  prayers  of  their  kindreil  pro- 
fit them;  for  the  just  are  lio  longer  seen  by 
them,  nur  are  tJiey  thought  worthy  of  renicm^ 
hrance;  but  the  just  shall  remember  only 
their  righteous  actions,  whereby  they  have 
attained  the  heavenly  hi-gdnm,  in  which  there 
is  no  sleep,  no  sorrow,  no  corruption,  nc 
care,  no  night,  no  day  measured  by  ti'i>e,  no 
sun  driven  iu  his  cours^e  along  the  circle  o( 
"heaven  by  necessity,  and  nH'HSuring  out' the 
bounds  and  conversions  of  the  seasons,  for 
the  better  illumination  of  th.-  life  of  nu-n:  no 
moon  decreasing  and  increasing,  or  introdu- 
ring  a  variety  of  seasons,  nor  will  she  then 
moisten  the  earth;  no  horning  sun,  no  Bear 
turning  round  [the  pole],  no  Orion  to  rise, 
no  wandering  of  innumerable  stars.  The 
earth  will  not  then  be  ditlicult  to  be  passed 
over,  nor  will  it  be  hard  to  tind  out  the 
court  of  Panniise.  nor  will  there  be  any  fear- 
ful roaring  of  the  sea,  forbidding  the  pas^^en- 
gers  to  walk  on  it:  even  that  will  be  made 
easily  pissable  to  the  just,  though  it  will  not 
be  void  of  moisture.  Heaven  will  not  then 
be  unitihabitable  by  men:  and  it  will  not  be 
impossible  to  discover  the  way  of  ascending 
tliitber.  The  earth  will  not  be  unculti- 
vated, nor  require  too  much  labour  of  men, 
but  will  bring  forth  its  fruits  of  its  own  ac- 
eord,  and  will  be  well  adorned  with  them. 
There  will  be  no  more  generations  of  wild 
beasts,  nor  will  the  substance  of  the  rest  of 
the  animals  shoot  out  any  more;  for  it  will 
not  produce  men,  hut  the  number  of  the  righte- 
ous will  continue,  and  never  fail,  together 
with  righteous  angels,  and  spirits  [of  Goil]^ 
and  with  his  word,  as  a  choir  of  righteous 
men  and  women  that  never  grow  old,  and 
continue  in  an  incorruptible  state,  singing 
hymns  to  God,  who  hath  advanced  them  to 
that  happiness,  by  the  means  of  a  regular  in- 
stitution of  life;  with  whom  the  whole  crea- 
tion aKo  .» ill  lift  up  a  perpetual  hymn  from 
corruption  to  incom/ption^  as  glorified  by  9 
splendid  and  pure  spirit.  It  will  not  then  be 
restrained  by  a  bond  of  necessity,  but  with  a 
lively  freedom  shall  oifer  up  a  voluntary 
i.ymn.  and  shall  praise  him  that  made  them, 
toi^cther  with  the  angels,  and  spirits,  and 
men  now  freed  frorn  all  b'mdoge* 

7.   And  now,  it  you  Gentiles  will  be  per 
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luaded  by  these  moti%-es,  and  leave  your  vain 
imaginations  about  your  pedigrees,  and  gain- 
ing of  riches  and  philosophy,  and  will  not 
spend  your  time  about  subtilties  of  words, 
and  thereby  lead  your  minds  into  error,  and 
if  vou  will  apply  your  ears  to  the  hearing  of 
the  inspired  prophets,  the  interpreters  both 
of  God  and  of  his  word,  and  will  believe  in 
God,  you  shall  both  be  partakers  of  these 
things,  and  obtain  the  good  things  that  are 
lo  come;  )Ou  shall  see  the  ascent  into  the 
immense  heaven  plainly,  and  that  kingdom 
which  is  there;  for  what  God  bath  now  con- 
rcaled  in  silence  [will  be  then  made  mani- 
fest], what  neither  eye  hath  seen,  nor  ear  hath 
heard,  nor  hath  it  entered  itilo  the  heart  of 
man,  the  things  that  God  hath  prepared  for 
them  that  love  him. 

8.  In  uhatscerer  tcays  I  shall  find  you,  in 
them  shall  J  judge  you  entirely;  so  cries  the 
END  of  all  things.  And  he  who  hath  at 
Cr?t  lived  a  virtuous  life,  but  towards  the  lat- 
ter end  Calls  into  vice,  these  labours  by  bim 


before  ei^ured,  shall  be  altogether  vain  and 
unprofitable,  even  as  in  a  play,  brought  to  ap 
ill  catastrophe.  Whosoever  shall  have  Urfl 
wickedly  and  luxuriously  may  repent ;  iiow* 
ever,  there  will  be  need  of  much  time  to  cori. 
quer  an  enl  habit,  and  even  after  repentance 
his  whole  life  must  be  guarded  with  great  care 
and  diligence,  after  the  manner  of  a  bod" 
which,  after  it  bath  been  a  long  time  afflicted 
with  a  distemper,  requires  a  stricter  diet  ana 
method  of  living,  for  though  it  may  be  pos- 
sible, perhaps,  to  break  off  the  chain  of  our 
irregular  affections  at  once, — yet  our  ameno- 
ment  cannot  be  secured  without  the  grace  of 
God,  the  prayers  of  good  men,  the  help  of 
the  brethren,  and  our  own  sincere  repentan«<, 
and  constant  care.  It  is  a  good  thing  not  to 
sin  at  all ;  it  is  also  good,  having  sinned,  to 
repent, — as  it  is  best  to  have  health  always : 
but  it  is  a  good  thing  to  recover  from  a  dis- 
temper. To  God  be  glory  and  dominion  for 
ecu  and  tvcr.    Anieti. 


'5« 


't   n'ol 


APPENDIX. 


DISSERTATION    I. 

THE  TESTDIONIES    OF  JOSEPHUS  CONCERNING  JESUS  CHRIST,  JOHN 
THE  BAPTIST,  AND  JAMES  THE  JUST,  VINDICATED. 


Since  we  meet  with  several  important  testi- 
monies ill  Josephus.  the  Jewish  historian,  con- 
cerning John  the  liapfist,  the  forerunner  of 
Jesus  of  Nnzareth,  coiicenn'ng  .Tesus  of  Naza- 
reth himself,  and  concerning  James  the  Just 
the  brother  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth;  and  since 
the  principal  testimony,  which  is  that  con- 
cerning Jesus  of  Nazareth  himself,  has  of  late 
been  greatly  questioned  by  many,  and  rejected 
by  some  of  tl'e  learned  as  spurious,  it  will  be 
fit  for  me,  who  have  ever  declared  my  firm 
belief  that  these  testimonies  were  genuine,  to 
set  down  fairly  some  of  the  original  evidence 
and  citations  I  have  met  with  in  the  first  fif- 
teen centuries  concerning  them;  and  then  to 
make  proper  ob^ervfttions  upon  that  evidence, 
for  the  reader's  more  complete  satisfaction. 

But  before  I  produce  the  citations  them- 
selves out  of  Josephus,  give  me  leave  to  pre- 
pare the  reader's  attention,  by  setting  down 
the  sentiments  of  perhaps  the  most  learned 
person,  and  the  most  competent  judge,  that 
ever  was,  as  to  the  authority  of  Josephus,  I 
mean  of  Joseph  Scaliger,  in  the  Prolegomena 
to  his  book  De  Emendatione  Temporum,  p.  17. 
"Josephus  is  the  most  diligent  and  the  great- 
est lover  of  truth  of  all  writers;  nor  are  we 
afraid  to  affirm  of  him,  that  it  is  more  safe  to 
believe  him,  not  only  as  to  the  affairs  of  the 
Jews,  but  also  as  to  those  that  are  foreign  to 
them,  than  all  the  Greek  and  Latin  writers; 
and  this,  because  his  fidelity  and  his  comp&ss 
of  learning  are  everywhere  conspicuous." 


THE  ANCIENT  CITATIONS  Or  THE  TESTIMO- 
NIES OF  JOSEPHUS,  FROM  HIS  OWN  TIME 
TILL  THE  ENDOFTHE  FIFTEENTH  CENTURY. 

About  A.  D.  1 10.  Tacu.  Annal.  lib.  xv.  cap. 
44 Nero   in  order  to  etifle  the  rumour  [as 


if  he  himself  had  set  Rome  on  fire],  ascribed 
it  to  those  people  who  were  hated  for  their 
wicked  practices,  and  called  by  the  vulgar 
Christians:  these  he  punished  e.xquisitely. 
TTie  author  of  this  nam:-  was  Christy  who^  in  the 
Tciijn  of  Tiberius^  was  brought  to  jmnishmeni 
by  Pontius  Pilate  the  procurator. 

About  A.  I).  147-   Just.  Afart.  Dialog,  cvm 

Truph.    p.    23J You    [Jews]    knew    that 

Jesus  was  risen  from  the  dead,  and  ascended 
into  heaven,  as  the  prophecies  did  foretell  was 
to  happen. 

Abuul  A.  D.  230.  Origen.  Comment,  ir. 
Matth.  p.  234 This  James  was  o^  so  shi- 
ning a  character  among  the  people,  on  account 
of  his  rigliteousness,  that  Flavins  Josephus, 
when,  in  his  twentieth  book  of  the  Jewish 
Anti-jvities.  he  hiid  s  mind  to  set  down  what 
was  the  cause  why  the  p^^oole  suiJered  s'tch 
miseries,  till  the  very  holy  house  was  denio- 
lished,  he  said,  that  these  things  betel  ttiem 
by  the  anger  of  God,  on  account  of  what  tbey 
bad  dared  to  do  to  James,  the  brother  of 
Jesus,  who  was  called  Christ;  and  wonderful 
it  ij,  that  while  he  did  not  receive  Jesus  for 
Christ,  he  did  nevertheless  bear  witness  that 
James  was  so  righteous  a  man.  He  savs 
farther,  that  the  people  thought  they  had  suf- 
fered these  things  for  the  sake  of  James. 

About  A.  D.  -ioO.  Id.  Contr.  Cels.  Ub.  i.  p. 
33,  36 I  would  say  to  Celsus,  who  perso- 
nates a  Jew,  that  admitted  of  John  the  Bap. 
tist,  and  how  he  baptized  Jesus,  tnai,  one  who 
lived  but  a  little  while  after  John  and  Jesus, 
wrote,  how  that  John  was  a  baptizer  unto  tHe 
remission  of  sins;  for  Josephus  testifies,  in 
the  eighteenth  book  of  his  Jewish  Antiqui- 
ties, that  John  was  the  Baptist;  and  that  he 
promised  purilication  to  those  that  were  ba|^ 
tized.  The  satne  Joseph  us  also,  although  he  did 
not  bel'eve  in  Jesus  as  Christ,  when  he  V'as 
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inquiring;  aft«r  the  cauie  of  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem,  and  of  the  demolition  of  the  tem- 
pie,  and  ought  to  have  said  that  their  machi- 
nations against  Jesus  were  the  cause  of  those 
miseries  coming  on  the  people,  because  they 
had  slain  that  Christ  who  was  foretold  by  the 
prophets,  he,  though  as  it  were  unwillingly, 
and  yet  as  one  not  remote  from  the  truth, 
gays,  **  these  miseries  befel  the  Jews  by  way 
of  revenge  for  James  the  Just,  wto  was  the 
brother  of  Jesus  that  was  called  Christ; 
because  they  had  slain  him  who  was  a  most 
righteous  person."  Now  this  James  was  he 
wnom  that  genuine  disciple  of  Jesus,  Paul, 
■aul  he  had  seen  a<  the  Lord's  brother  [Gal.  i. 
19];  which  relation  implies  not  M>  much 
nearness  of  blood,  or  the  sameness  of  educa- 
tion, as  it  does  the  agreement  of  manners  and 
preaching.  If  therefore  he  says  the  desola- 
tion of  Jerusalem  befel  the  Jews  for  the  sake 
of  James,  with  how  much  greater  reason 
might  be  hare  said  that  it  happened  for  the 
sake  of  Jesus?  kr. 

Ahnut  A.D.  324.  E<isrb.  Demnnttr.  Evan. 
lib.  iii.  p.  1°24.  Certainly,  the  attestation  of 
those  I  have  already  produced  concerning 
our  Saviour  may  be  sufficient.  However,  it 
may  not  be  amiss,  if,  over  and  above,  we 
irake  use  of  Jo9<»phus  the  Jew  for  a  farther 
'  witness;  who,  in  the  eighteenth  book  of  his 
.\ntiqulties,  when  he  was  writing  the  history 
of  what  happened  under  Pil.tte,  mukes  men- 
tion of  our  Saviour  in  these  words: — "Now 
there  was  about  this  time  Je<us,  a  wise  man, 
if  it  be  lawful  to  call  him  a  man:  for  he  wasa 
doer  of  wonderful  works,  a  teacher  of  such 
men  as  had  a  veneration  for  truth.  He  drew 
over  t<^bim  both  many  of  the  Jews  and  many 
of  the  Gentiles:  he  was  the  Christ.  And 
when  Pilate,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  principal 
men  among  us.  had  condemned  him  to  the 
cross,  those  that  loved  him  at  first  did  not  for- 
sake him;  for  be  appeared  unto  them  alive 
again  the  third  day,  as  the  divine  prophets  bad 
spoken  of  these,  and  tefi  thousand  other  won 
derful  things  concerning  him:  whence  the 
tribe  of  Christians,  so  named  from  him,  are 
not  extinct  at  this  day."  If  therefore  we 
have  this  historian's  testimony,  that  he  not 
only  brought  over  to  himself  the  twelve  apos- 
tles, with  the  seventy  disciples,  but  many  of 
the  Jews  and  many  of  the  Gentiles  also,  be 
must  manifestly  have  bad  somewhat  in  him 
extraordinary,  above  the  rest  of  mankind 
for  how  otherwise  could  be  draw  over  so 
many  of  the  Jews  and  of  the  Gentiles,  unless 
he  performed  admirable  and  amaaing  works, 
and  used  a  method  of  teaching  that  was  not 
common?  Moreover,  the  scripture  of  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles  (xxi.  '20)  bears  witness, 
that  there  were  many  ten  thousands  of  Jews, 
who  were  persuaded  that  he  was  the  Christ 
of  God,  who  was  foretold  hv  the  prophets. 

About   A.D.  330.      Id.   Hitt.  EccUt.  lil>.  i. 
cap.  II.     Mow  the  divine  scripture  of  the 


Gospels  makes  mention  of  John  the  Baptist 
as  having  his  head  cut  off  by  the  younger 
Herod.  Josephus  also  concurs  in  this  history, 
and  makes  mention  of  Herodias  by  name,  as  the 
wife  of  his  brother,  whom  Herod  had  married, 
upon  divorcing  his  former  lawful  wife.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Aretas,  king  of  the  Petrean 
Arabians;  and  which  Herodias  he  had  parted 
firom  her  husband  while  he  was  alive ;  on 
which  account  also,  when  he  had  slain  John, 
he  made  war  with  Aretas  [Aretas  made  war 
with  him],  because  his  daughter  had  been 
used  dishonourably :  in  which  war,  when  it 
came  to  a  battle,  he  says,  that  all  Herod's 
army  W'as  destroyed ;  and  that  he  suffered 
this  because  of  his  wicked  contrivance  against 
John.  Moreover,  the  same  Josephus,  by 
acknowledging  John  to  have  been  a  most 
righteous  man,  and  the  Baptist,  conspires  in 
his  testimony  with  what  is  written  in  the  Gos- 
pels. He  also  relates,  that  Herod  lost  his 
kingdom  for  the  sake  of  the  same  Herodias. 
together  with  whom  he  was  himself  condemned 
to  be  banished  to  Vienna,  a  city  of  Gaul ;  and 
this  is  his  account  in  the  eighteenth  book  of 
the  Antiquities,  where  he  writes  this  of  John 
verbaiim .- — "  Some  of  the  Jews  thought  thai 
the  destruction  of  Herod's  army  c«me  from 
God,  and  that  very  justly,  as  a  punishment 
for  what  he  did  against  John  that  was  called 
the  Baptist ,-  for  Herod  slew  him,  ivho  was  a 
good  man,  and  one  that  commanded  the 
Jews  to  exercise  virtue,  both  as  to  righteous- 
ness towards  one  another,  and  piety  towards 
God,  and  so  to  come  to  baptism,  for  that  by 
this  means  the  washing  [wilh  water]  would 
appear  acceptable  to  him,  when  they  made 
use  of  it,  not  in  order  to  the  putting  away 
[or  the  remission]  of  some  sins  [only], — but 
lor  the  purification  of  the  body,  supposing 
still  that  the  soul  was  thoroughly  purified 
beforehand  by  righteousness.  Kow  when 
[many]  others  came  in  crowds  about  him,  for 
they  were  greatly  delighted  in  hearing  his 
words,  Herod  was  afraid  that  this  so  great  power 
of  persuading  men  might  tend  to  some  sedi- 
tion or  other,  for  they  seemed  to  be  disposed 
to  do  every  thing  he  should  advise  them  to,  so 
he  supposed  it  better  to  prevent  any  attempt 
for  a  mutation  from  him,  by  cutting  him  off, 
than  after  any  such  mutation  should  be 
brought  about,  and  the  public  should  suffer, 
to  repent  [of  such  negligence].  Accordingly 
he  was  sent  a  prisoner,  out  of  Herod's  suspi- 
cious temper,  to  Macherus,  the  castle  I  before 
mentioned,  and  was  there  put  to  death," 
— When  Josephus  had  said  this  of  John,  he 
makes  mention  also  of  onr  Saviour  in  the  samfe 
history  after  this  manner: — "Now  there  was 
about  this  time  one  Jesus,  a  wise  man,  if  it 
he  lawful  to  call  him  a  man ;  for  he  was  a  doer 
of  wonderful  works,  a  teacher  of  such  men  as 
receive  the  truth  with  pleasure.  He  drew  over 
,  to  him  b'lth  nnny  of  the  Jews  and  many  of 
■  the<jeBliles  also: — he  was  the  Christ.     And 
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When  Pilate,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  princi- 
pal men  among  ua,  had  condemned  him  to 
the  cross,  those  that  loved  him  at  the  firel  did 
not  forsake  him;  for  he  appeared  to  them 
aUve  again  the  third  day,  as  the  divine  pro- 
phets had  foretold  these,  and  ten  thousand 
other  wonderful  things  concerning  him  :  and 
still  the  tribe  of  Christians,  so  named  from 
him,  are  not  extinct  at  this  day."  And  siiir* 
this  writer,  sprung  from  the  Hebrews  them- 
selves, hath  delivered  these  things  above  iii 
his  own  work,  concerning  John  the  Baptisl 
and  our  Saviour,  what  room  is  there  for  any 
farther  evasion  ?  &c. 

Now  James  was  so  wonderful  a  person. 
and  was  so  celebrated  by  all  others  for  righ- 
teousness, that  the  judicious  Jews  thought 
this  to  have  been  the  occasion  of  that  siege  of 
Jerusalem,  which  came  on  presently  after  hit 
martyrdom ;  and  that  it  befel  them  for  no 
other  reason  than  that  impious  fact  they  were 
guilty  of  against  him.  Josephus  therefore 
did  not  refuse  to  attest  thereto  in  writing,  by 
the  words  following: — "These  miseries  befel 
the  Jews  by  way  of  revenge  for  James  the 
Just,  who  was  the  brother  of  Jesus  that  was 
called  Christ,  on  account  that  they  had  slain 
him  who  was  a  most  righteous  person." 

The  same  Josephus  declares  the  manner  of 
his  death  in  the  twentieth  book  of  the  Anti- 
quities, in  these  words: — "  Cspsar  sent  Albi- 
nus  into  Judea  to  be  procurator,  when  he  had 
heard  that  Festus  was  dead.  Now  Ananus, 
junior,  who,  as  we  said,  had  been  admitted 
to  the  high-priesthood,  was  in  his  temper  bold 
and  daring  in  an  extraordinary  manner.  He 
was  also  of  the  sect  of  the  Sadducees,  who 
are  more  savage  in  judgment  than  any  of  the 
other  Jews,  as  we  have  already  signified. 
Since  therefore  this  was  the  character  of 
Ananus,  he  thought  he  had  now  a  propei 
opportunity  [to  exercise  his  authority],  because 
Festus  was  dead,  and  Albinus  was  but  upon 
the  road ;  so  he  assembles  the  sanhedrim  ot 
judges,  and  brings  before  them  James,  the 
brother  of  Jesus  who  was  called  Christ,  and 
some  others  [of  his  companions];  and  when 
he  had  formed  an  accusation  against  them,  as 
breakers  of  the  law,  he  deUvered  them  to  be 
stoned  :  but  as  for  those  who  seemed  the  most 
equitable  of  the  citizens,  and  those  who  were 
the  most  uneasy  at  the  breach  of  the  laws, 
liiey  disliked  what  was  done.  They  also  sent 
to  the  king  [Agrippa],  desiring  him  to  send 
to  Ananus  that  he  should  act  so  no  more,  for 
that  what  he  had  already  done  could  not  be 
justified,"  &c. 

About  A.  D.  360.  Ambrose,  or  Hegesippus 
de  Excid.  Urb.  Hierosoh/m.  lib.  ii.  cap.  12.— 
We  have  discovered  that  it  was  the  opinion 
and  belief  of  the  Jews,  as  Josephus  afiirms 
(who  is  an  author  not  to  be  rejected,  when  he 
writes  against  himself),  that  Herod  lost  his 
army,  not  by  the  deceit  of  men,  but  by  the 
anger  of  God,  and  that  justly,  as  an  etlect  of  [ 


revenge  '-^r  what  he  did  to  John  the  Baptist, 
a  just  man,  who  h:id  said  to  him.  It  U  not 
lawful  for  thee  to  have  thy  orothtTS  wife. 

The  Jews  themselves  also  bear  witness  to 
Christ,  as  appears  by  Josephus,  the  writer  of 
their  history,  who  says  thus:  —  *' That  there 
was  at  that  time  a  wise  man,  if  (says  he)  it  be 
lawful  to  have  him  called  a  man,  a  doer  of 
wonderful  work?,  who  appeared  to  his  disci- 
ples after  the  third  day  from  hi^  death  alive 
a^ain,  according  to  the  writings  of  the  pro- 
phets, who  foretold  these  and  innumerable 
other  miraculous  events  concerning  him;  from 
whom  began  the  congregation  of  Christians, 
and  hath  penetrated  among  all  sorts  of  men: 
nor  does  there  remain  any  nation  in  the 
Romati  world  which  continues  strangers  to 
his  religion."  If  the  Jews  do  not  believe  us» 
let  them  at  least  believe  their  own  writers. 
Josephus,  whom  they  esteem  a  very  great 
man,  bath  said  this,  and  yet  hath  he  spoken 
truth  after  such  a  maimer;  and  so  far  wa3 
his  mind  wandered  from  the  right  way,  that 
even  he  was  not  a  believer  as  to  what  he 
himself  said;  but  thus  he  spake,  in  order  to 
deliver  historical  truth,  because  he  thought  it 
not  lawful  for  him  to  deceive  while  yet  he 
was  no  believer,  because  of  the  hardness  of 
his  heart  and  his  perridiou<(  intention.  How- 
ever, it  was  no  prt-juriiee  to  the  truth  that  he 
was  not  a  believer;  but  this  adds  more  weight 
to  his  testimony,  that  while  he  was  an  unbe- 
liever, and  unwilling  this  should  be  true,  he 
has  not  denied  it  to  be  so. 

About  A.  D.  400.  liieronym.  de  Vir.  lUustr. 
in  Josephii. — .Tosephus  in  the  eighteenth  book 
of  Antiquities,  most  expressly  acknowledges 
that  Christ  was  slain  by  the  Pharisees,  on 
account  of  the  greatness  of  his  miracles;  and 
that  John  the  Baptist  was  truly  a  prophet; 
and  that  Jerusalem  was  demoUshed  on  account 
of  the  slauf:hter  of  James  the  apostle.  Now, 
he  wrote  concerning  our  Lord  after  this  man- 
ner:— "  At  the  same  time  there  was  Jesus, 
a  wise  man,  if  yet  it  be  lawful  to  call  him 
a  man;  for  he  was  a  doer  of  wonderful 
works,  a  teacher  of  those  who  willingly 
receive  the  truth.  He  had  many  followers, 
both  of  th:  Jews  and  of  the  Gentiles:  —  he 
was  believed  to  be  Christ.  And  when  by  the 
envy  of  our  principal  men,  Pilate  had  con- 
demned him  to  the  cross,  yet  notwithstanding, 
those  who  had  loved  him  at  first  persevered, 
for  he  appeared  to  them  aUve  on  the  third 
day,  as  the  oracles  of  the  prophets  had  fore- 
told many  of  these  and  other  wonderful  things 
concerning  him;  and  the  sect  of  Christians, 
so  named  from  him,  are  not  extinct  at  this 
day." 

About  A.  D.  410.  Isidorus  Pelusiota,  the 
Scholar  of  Chrjf^oatom,  hb.  iv.  epist.  225.— 
There  was  one  Josephui,  a  Jew  of  the  great- 
est reputation,  and  one  that  was  zealous  of 
the  law;  one  also  that  paraphrased  the  Old 
Te&tumunt  with  truth,  and  acted  valiantly  for 
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the  Jews,  and  had  showed  that  their  settle- 
ment was  nobler  than  can  be  described  by 
words.  Now  since  he  made  their  interest 
give  place  to  truth,  for  he  would  not  support 
the  opinion  of  impious  men,  I  think  it  neces- 
sary to  set  down  his  words.  M'bat  then 
does  he  sa_\  ?  *'  Xow  there  was  about  that 
time  Jesus,  a  wi«e  man,  if  it  be  lawful  to  call 
him  a  man;  for  he  was  a  doer  of  wonderful 
works,  a  teacher  of  such  men  as  receive  the 
truth  with  pltasure.  He  drew  over  to  him 
both  many  of  the  Jews  and  many  of  the  Gen- 
tiles:— he  was  the  Christ.  And  when  Pilate, 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  principal  men  among 
us,  had  condemned  bim  to  the  cross,  those 
that  loved  bim  at  first  did  not  forsake  bim; 
for  he  appeared  to  them  the  third  day  alive 
again,  as  the  divine  prophets  had  said  these, 
and  a  vast  number  of  other  wonderful  things 
concerning  him:  and  the  tribe  of  Christians, 
so  named  from  bim,  are  not  extinct  at  this 
day."  Now  1  cannot  but  wonder  greatly  at 
this  great  man's  love  of  truth  in  many 
respects,  but  chicrty  where  he  says,  **  Jesus 
was  a  teacher  of  men  \^ho  received  the  truth 
with  pleasure." 

About  A.  D.  440.  Sozomen.  HUt.  EccUs. 
lib.  i.  cap.  1.  —  Now  Josephus,  the  son  of 
Matthi;is,  a  priest,  a  man  of  very  great  note, 
both  among  the  Jews  and  the  ilomans,  may 
well  be  a  witness  of  credit  as  to  the  truth 
of  Christ's  history;  for  he  scruples  to  call 
him  a  man,  as  being  a  doer  of  wonderful 
works,  and  a  teacher  of  the  words  of  truth. 
Ue  names  him  Christ  openly;  and  is  not 
ignorant  that  he  was  condemned  to  the  cross, 
and  appeared  on  the  third  day  alive,  and 
that  ten  thousand  other  wonderful  things 
were  foretold  of  him  by  the  dinne  prophets. 
Ue  testifies  also,  that  those  whom  be  drew 
over  to  him,  being  many  of  the  Gentiles,  as 
well  as  of  the  Jews,  continued  to  love  bim; 
and  that  the  tribe  named  from  bim  was  not 
then  extinct.  Now  he  seems  to  me  by  this 
bis  relation,  almost  to  proclaim  that  Christ  is 
God.  However,  be  appears  to  have  been  so 
atl'ected  with  the  strangeness  of  the  thing,  as 
to  run,  as  it  were,  in  a  sort  of  middle  way, 
so  as  not  to  put  any  indignity  upon  believers 
in  bim,  but  rather  to  atfurd  his  su^age  to 
them. 

About  A.  D.  510.    Cassiodorus  Hist.  Tri' 

partit.  e  Sozomeno Now  Josephus,  the  son 

of  Matthias,  and  a  priest,  a  man  of  great 
nobility  among  the  Jews,  and  of  great  dignity 
among  the  Romans,  shall  be  a  truth  of  Christ's 
history:  for  he  dares  not  call  him  a  man, 
as  a  doer  of  famous  works,  and  a  teacher 
of  true  doctrines:  he  names  him  Christ 
openly;  and  is  not  ignorant  that  he  was  con- 
demned to  the  cross,  and  appeared  on  the 
third  day  alive,  and  that  an  infinite  number 
of  other  wonderful  things  were  foretold  of 
him  by  the  holy  prophets.  Moreover,  he 
testifies    also,    that     there    were    then    afivc 


many  whom  be  bad  chosen,  both  Greeks 
and  Jews,  and  that  they  continued  to  love 
him;  and  that  the  ie6t  which  was  named 
from  him  was  by  no  means  extinct  at  that 
time. 

About  A.  D.  640.  Chron.  Alex.  p.  514  — 
Now  Josephus  also  relates  in  hi*  eighteenth 
book  of  Antiquities,  how  John  the  Baptist, 
that  holy  man,  was  beheaded,  on  accoui.t  ol 
Herodias,  the  wife  of  Philip,  the  brother  ol 
Herod  himself;  for  Herod  had  divorced  his 
former  wife,  who  was  still  alive,  and  had  been 
bis  lawful  wife:  she  was  the  daughter  ol 
Aretas,  king  of  the  Petreans.  When  there- 
fore Herod  had  taken  Herodias  away  from 
her  husband,  while  he  was  yet  alive  (on  whose 
account  he  slew  John  also),  Aretas  made  w<ir 
against  Herod,  because  his  daughter  bad 
been  dishonourably  treated.  In  which  war, 
be  says,  that  all  Herod's  army  was  destroyed, 
and  that  he  suffered  that  calamity  because 
of  the  wickedness  he  had  been  guilty  of 
against  John.  The  same  Josephus  relates, 
that  Herod  lost  his  kingdom  on  account  of 
Herodias,  and  that  with  her  he  was  banished 
to  Lyons,  &c. 

P.  520,  5'27-]  Now  that  our  Saviour 
taught  his  preaching  three  years,  is  demon- 
strated both  by  other  necessary  reasonings,  as 
also  out  of  the  holy  Gospels,  and  out  of 
Josepbus's  writings,  who  was  a  wise  man 
among  the  Hebrews,  &c. 

P.  584.  58l5.]  Josephus  relates,  in  the 
fifth  book  of  the  [Jewish]  war,  that  Jerusa- 
lem was  taken  in  the  third  [second]  year  o' 
Vespasian,  as  alter  forty  >ears  since  they  had 
dared  to  put  Jesus  to  death:  in  which  time 
be  says,  that  James,  the  brother  of  our  Lord, 
and  bishop  oi  Jerusalem,  was  thrown  down 
[from  the  temple]  and  slain  of  them,  by 
stoning. 

At/out  A.  D.  740.  Anastasius  Abbus  contr. 
Jud.  —  Now  Josephus,  an  author  and  writer 
of  your  own,  says  of  Chris^t,  that  be  was  a 
'just  and  good  man,  showed  and  declared  so 
to  be  by  divine  grace,  who  gave  aid  to  many 
by  signs  and  miracles. 

About  A.  D.  790,  Georgiut  Syncelba 
Chron.  p.  339.  —  These  miseries  betel  the 
JewB  by  way  of  revenge  for  James  the  Ju*t, 
who  was  the  brother  of  Jesus  t)iat  was  calleH 
Christ,  on  the  account  that  they  had  slain 
him  who  was  a  most  righteous  person.  Now 
[  as  Anatius,  a  person  of  that  character,  thought 
he  had  a  proper  opportunity,  because  Festua 
was  dead,  and  Albinus  was  but  upon  the 
road,  so  he  assembles  the  sanhedrim  of  judges 
and  brings  before  them  Jaities,  the  brother  of 
Jesus,  who  was  called  Christ,  and  some  of 
his  companions ;  and  when  he  had  formed 
an  accusation  against  them,  as  breakers  of 
the  law,  he  delivered  them  to  be  stoned;  but 
as  for  those  that  seemed  the  most  equitable 
of  the  citizens,  and  those  that  were  the  most 
luieasy  at  the  breach  of  the  laws,  thev  duTiked 
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what  was  done.  Th«y  also  sent  to  the 
king  [Agrippa]  desiring  him  to  send  to  Ana- 
nus  that  he  should  act  so  no  more,  for  that 
what  he  had  already  done  could  not  be  justi- 
fied, Sec. 

About  A.  D.  850.     Johan  Malela  Chron. 

lib.  X From  that  time  began  the  destruction 

of  the  Jexvs,  as  Josephus,  the  philosopher  of 
the  Jews,  hath  written;  who  also  said  this. 
That  from  the  time  the  Jews  crucitied  Christ, 
who  was  a  good  and  a  righteous  man  (that 
is,  if  it  be  fit  to  call  such  a  one  a  man,  and 
not  God),  the  land  of  Judea  w-as  never  free 
from  trouble.  These  things  the  same  Jose- 
phus  the  Jew  has  related  in  his  writings. 

Abuut  A.  D.  860.  Photius  Cod.  lib.  xlviii. 
— I  have  read  the  treatise  of  Joscphus  About 
the  Uiiiterie,  whose  title  I  have  elsewhere  read 
to  be.  Of  the  Substance  of  the  Universe.  It  is 
contained  in  two  very  small  treatises.  He 
treats  of  the  origin  of  the  world  in  a  brief 
nQaimer.  However,  he  speaks  of  the  divinity 
of  Christ,  who  is  our  true  God,  in  away  very 
like  to  what  we  use,  declaring  chat  the  same 
name  of  Christ  belongs  to  him,  and  writes  of 
his  ineffible  generation  of  the  Father  after 
such  a  manner  as  cannot  be  blamed ;  which 
thing  may  perhaps  rai^e  a  doubt  in  some,  whe- 
ther Josi'phus  was  the  author  of  the  work, 
though  the  phraseology  does  uot  at  all  differ 
from  this  man's  other  works.  However,  I 
have  found  in  some  papers,  that  this  discourse 
was  not  written  by  Josephus,  but  by  one  Caius, 
a  presbyter. 

Cod.  ccxxxviii.]  Herod,  the  tetrarcb  of 
Galilee  and  ut'  Perea,  the  son  of  Herod  the 
Great,  fell  in  love,  as  Josephus  says,  with  the 
wife  of  his  brother  Philip,  whose  name  was 
Herodias,  who  was  the  grand-daughter  ot  He- 
rod the  Great,  by  his  son  Aristubulus,  whom 
be  had  slain.  Agrippa  was  also  her  brother. 
Now  Herod  took  her  away  from  her  husband, 
and  married  her.  This  is  he  that  slew  John 
the  Baptist,  that  great  man,  the  forerunner 
[of  Chnst],  being  afraid  (as  Josephus  says) 
lest  be  should  raise  a  sedition  among  his  peo- 
ple ;  for  they  all  followed  the  directions  of 
John,  on  account  of  the  excellency  of  his 
virtue.  In  his  time  was  the  passion  of  our 
Saviour. 

Cod.  xxxiii.]  I  have  read  the  Chronicle  of 
Justus  of  Tiberias.  He  omits  the  greatest 
part  of  what  was  most  necessary  to  be  related ; 
but,  as  infected  with  Jewish  prejudices,  being 
also  himself  a  Jew  by  birth,  he  makes  no 
mention  at  all  of  the  advent,  or  of  the  acts 
done,  or  of  the  miracles  wrought,  by  Christ. 

T'he  lime  uncertain.  Mucanu^tnArtis  Sanr- 
t&ram,  torn.  v.  p.  149,  ap.  Fabric.  Joseph,  p. 

61 Josephus,  a  priest  of  Jerusalem,  and  one 

that  wrote  %vith  truth  the  history  of  the  Jewish 
atrairs,  bears  witness  that  Christ,  the  true  God, 
was  incarnate,  and  crucitied,  and  the  third 
day  ruse  again  ;  whose  writings  are  reposited 
iotue  public  library,     'i'hus  tie  says: — ^*Now 


there  was  about  this  time  JJsus,  a  wise  man, 
if  it  bo  lawful  to  call  him  a  man;  for  he  was 
a  doer  of  wonderful  works*  a  teacher  of  such 
men  as  receive  the  truth  with  pleasure.  He 
drew  over  to  him  both  many  of  the  Jews  and 
many  of  the  Gentiles  also:  this  was  the  Christ. 
And  when  Pilate,  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
principal  men  among  us,  had  condemned  him 
to  the  cross,  those  that  loved  bim  at  the  first, 
did  not  forsake  bim;  for  be  appeared  to  them 
alive  again  on  the  third  day,  as  the  divine 
prophets  had  foretold  these  and  ten  thousaod 
other  wonderful  things  concerning  him  :  and 
still  the  tribe  of  Christians,  so  named  from 
him,  are  not  extinct  at  this  day."  Since, 
therefore,  the  writer  of  the  Hebrews  has  en- 
graven this  testimony  concerning  our  Lord 
and  Sanour  in  his  own  books,  what  defence 
can  there  remain  for  the  unbelievers? 

About  A  D.  i)f<0.  Suidas  in  voce  'innw  — 
We  have  found  Josephus,  who  huth  h  ritteo 
about  the  taking  of  Jerusalem  (of  whom  Uu- 
sebius  Pamphilii  makes  frequent  mention  in 
his  Ecclesiastical  History),  saying  upenly  in 
his  Memoirs  of  the  Captivity,  that  Jesus  otfi- 
ciated  in  the  temple  with  the  priests.  Thus 
have  we  found  Josephus  saying,  a  nian  of 
ancient  times,  and  not  rery  lung  after  ths, 
apostles,  Stc. 

About  A.  D.    loco.      Ccdrenus   Compend. 

Hislor.  p.  196 Josephus  does  indeed  write 

concerning  John  the  Baptist  as  follows:  — 
Some  of  the  Jews  thought  that  the  destruc- 
tion of  Herod's  army  came  from  God,  anil  that 
he  was  punished  very  justly  lor  what  punish- 
ment he  had  inflicted  on  John,  that  was  called 
the  Hapti^t ;  for  Herod  slew  him,  who  was  a 
good  man,  and  commanded  the  Jews  to  ex- 
ercise virtue,  both  by  righteousness  towards 
one  another,  and  piety  towards  God,  and  so 
to  come  to  baptism.  But  as  concerning  Christ, 
the  same  Josephus  says,  that  about  that  time 
there  was  Jesus,  a  wise  man,  if  it  be  latviul 
to  call  him  a  man;  for  he  was  a  doer  of  won- 
derful works,  and  a  teacher  of  such  men  afl 
receive  the  truth  with  pleasure:  for  that  i.'hrisfr 
drew  over  many  even  from  the  Gentiles, 
whom,  when  Pilate  had  crucified,  those  who 
at  first  had  loved  him  did  not  leave  off  to 
preach  concerning  him;  for  he  appeared  to 
them  the  third  day  alive  again,  as  the  divine 
prophets  had  tesiified,  and  spoke  these  and 
other  wonderful  things  concerning  him. 

Abvut  A.  D.  1080.     Theophylact.  in  Joan. 

lib.  xiii The  city   of  the  Jews   was  taken, 

and  the  wrath  of  God  was  kindled  against 
them;  as  also  Josephus  witnesses,  that  this 
came  upon  them  on  account  of  the  death  of 
Jesus, 

About  A.  D.  1120.  Zonaras  Annal.  torn.  i. 

p.  -JliT Josephus,  in  the  eighteenth  book  of 

Antifiuities,  writes  thus  concerning  our  Lord 
and  God  Jesus  Christ:  Now  there  was  about 
this  time  Jesus,  a  wise  man,  if  it  be  lawful 
to  call  bim   a    luaii;    for    be   was  a  doer  of 
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wonderftil  works,  a  teacbcr  «rf  such  men  M  thereto  wUting  'w-iit  the  G«cpp1.  He  also 
receive  the  truth  with  pleasure.  Hedrenover  uifornis  us,  that  Hcrcil  kist  his  kingdom  on 
to  him  manv  of  the  Jews,  and  many  of  the   account  of  Herodias,  with  whom  also  he  was 

Gentiles: he  was    the  Christ.     And   when   con<lemned  to  be  banished  to  Vienna,  which 

Hilate,  at  the  sufgestion  of  the  principal  men  was  tlnir  place  of  exile,  and  a  city  botdering 
among  us,  had  condemned  him  to  the  cross,  upon  Uaul,  and  lying  near  the  utmost  bounds 
those  that  loved  hun  at  tirst  did  not  forsake  ol  the  west. 

him;  for  he  appeared  to  them  the  third  day  About  A.  D.  1450.  Hardmannut  Schede- 
alive  again,  as  the  divine  prophets  had  said  Hut  Chron.  p.  1 10.— Josephus  the  Jew,  who 
these  and  ten  thousand  other  wonderful  things  was  called  Flavius,  a  priest,  and  the  son  of 
concerning  him:  and  the  tribe  of  Christians,  so  Matthias,  a  priest  of  that  nation,  a  most  cele- 
oained  from  him,  are  not  extinct  at  this  day.  Crated  historian,  and  very  skilful  in  many 
About  A.  D.WM.  Gliicut  Annal.  p.  '234.  things:  he  was  ccrtamly  a  good  man,  and  of 
—Then  did  Philo,  that  wise  man,  and  Josi--  »"  excellent  character,  who  bad  the  highest 
phus,    fiourish.     This    last    was    styled    Tl.t  opmion  of  Chnst. 

Lover  of  Tnith,  because  he  commended  About  A.  D.USO.  Plaiina  deTitu  Pmti- 
John,  who  baptized  our  Lord;  and  because  /""'•'''  CAn^/o.— I  shall  avoid  mentioning 
he  bore  witness  that  Chnst,  in  like  manner,  *hat  Chnst  did  unlil  H'e  30th  year  of  his 
was  a  wise  man,  and  the  doer  of  great  mini-  "SO.  when  he  was  baptized  by  John,  the  son  of 
cles;  and  that,  when  he  was  crucilied,  he  Zachanas,  because  not  only  the  Gospels  and 
•ppeared  the  third  day.  Epistles   are  full  of  those   acts  of  his,  which 

.      About  A.  n.  ilTO.    Goirr.dusV.terbien^s   ^^ '^"^  ">  'he  most  excellent  and  most  holy 
>-,,  „....         I-  I.  i-  i„  „u.. .    manner,  but  the  books  of  such  as  were  quite 

I  Chron.    p.   300,   e    t  ers.    Hufint Josepbus  ^     \         .  .  r  r  •  j       .■ 

1  .       .u  •  .       .■      ^«  K.,.^.— ..    remote   from  his  way  of  living,  and   acting, 

relates  that  a  very  great  war  arose  Between  .   .  ■'  r  ii      r    .i. 

.  ,  .         1-  .L      .     1  .<    u  ...  1    .„   and    ordaining,    are    also    full    of    the    same. 

Aretas,  king  of  the  Arabians,  and   Uerod,  on    _     .        ,        ?        ,.■        ir  _u  .     ■ . 

',=  LLu        iLj  ..J    Flavius  Josephus  himself,  who  wrote  twenty 

account  of  the  sin  which  Herod  bad  committeo         ,         r    i      •  u     a    ••     '.•        ■      iv,      r-      i. 
.         ,  ,  ,,  ..  I         L        books    of  Jewish    Antiquities    in    the    Greek 

Btrainst  John.      Aloreovcr,  the  same  Josephus   .  i.ui.,j,         r  .l 

'".  "  V.u  •  .      rru  tongue,  when  he  had  proceeded  as  far  as  the 

writes  thus  eoncerning  Christ:  There  was  .^,„„^„,  „f  j^c  emperor  Tiberius,  says, 
at  this  time  Jesus,  a  wise  man,  if  at  least  it  ^^^^^  ^^  .^  ,^^^  days  Jesus,  a  certain  wise 
be  lawful  to  call  him  a  man ;  tor  he  was  a  ^^^  ;f  ^,  ,^^  -^  j,^  1^;;^^,  ^^  ^^„  ^.^  ^  ^^^ . 
doer  of  wonderlul  works,  a  teacher  of  such  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^  wonderful  works,  and  a 
men  as  wiUmgly  bear  truth.  He  also  drew  ,^^^^^^  ^j.  ^^^^  ^f  ^^^^  especially  as  willingly 
uverto  him  many  ol  the  Jews  and  many  ot  ^^^^  jj,^  j^,,,  O^  ,^  account  he  drew 
the  Genules:_he  was  Christ.  And  when  ^^^^  ^^  ^^■^  ^^^^  j^,^  ^f  ^^^^  j^^  ,„j 
Pilate,  at  the  accusation  ot  the  principal  men  Q^fjff^  ._^g  „„  Christ.  But  when  Pilate, 
of  our  nation,  had  decreed  that  he  should  be  jnstjga,^  by  ,he  principal  men  of  our  nation, 
crucitied,  those  that  had  loved  him  from  the  ^ad  decreed  that  he  should  be  crucified,  yet 
beginning  did  not  forsake  him;  for  he  appeared  jjj  n^,  ^^„g^  jj^at  had  loved  him  from  the 
to  them  the  third  day  alive  again,  according  (^^nnin^  forsake  him;  and  besides,  he 
to  what  the  divinely  inspired  prophets  bad  apj^^red  to  them  the  third  day  after  his 
foretold,  that  these  and  innumerable  other  j,ath  alive,  as  the  divinely  inspired  propheU 
miracles  should  come  to  pass  about  bim.  [,ad  foretold,  that  these  and  innumerable 
Moreover,  both  the  name  and  sect  ot  Chris-  other  miracles  should  come  to  pass  about 
tians,  who  were  named  from  him,  continue  in  I  him :  and  the  famous  name  of  Christian*, 
Oeing  unto  this  day.  j  taken  from  him,  as  well  as  their  sect,  do  still 

About  A.  D.  1360.  Aicephorus  Cott»/us| continue  in  being. 
Hi^t.  KccUf.  lib.  i.  p.  UO,  ttl.  —  Now  this  The  same  Josephus  also  ailirms.  That  John 
[concerning  Herod  the  tetrarch]  is  attested  i  the  Baptist,  a  true  prophet,  and  on  that 
to,  not  only  by  the  book  of  the  holy  Gospels,  account  one  that  was  had  in  esteem  by  all 
Dut  by  Josephus,  that  lover  of  truth;  who 'men,  was  slain  by  Herod,  the  son  of  Herod 
»lso  makes  mention  of  Herodias  his  brother's  the  Great,  a  little  before  the  death  of  Christ, 
wife,  whom  Herod  had  taken  away  from  him  in  the  castle  of  Macherus, — not  because  he 
while  he  was  alive,  and  married  her;  having  was  afraid  for  himself  and  his  kingdom,  as  the 
divorced  his  former  lawful  wife,  who  was  the  same  author  says, — but  because  he  had  inces- 
daugbter  of  Aretas,  king  of  the  Pttrean .  tuously  married  Herodias,  the  sister  of 
Arabians.  This  Herodias  he  bad  married,  Agrippa,  and  the  wife  of  that  excellent  per- 
uid  lived  with  her:    on  which  account  also,  sou  his  brother  Philip. 

when  he  bad  slain  John,  he  made  war  with  |  About  A.  D.  USD.  Trithemiui  Abbaa  de 
Aretas,  because  bis  daughter  had  been  dii- 1  Scriptor.  EccJes. — Josephus  the  Jew,  although 
lonourably  used;  in  which  war  he  relates  he  continued  to  be  a  Jew,  did  frequently 
that  all  Herod's  army  was  destroyed,  and  that  commend  the  Christians ;  and  in  the  eigh- 
ae  suffered  this  on  account  of  the  most  unjust  teenth  book  of  his  .\ntiquities,  wrote  down 
•laughter  of  John.  He  also  adds,  tiiat  John  an  eminent  testimony  concerning  our  Lord 
was  a  most  righteous  man.  Moreover,  he  makes  Jesus  Christ, 
aeotion  of  hia  baptism,  agreeing  'u  ail  points 
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OBSEKVATIOXS  FliOM  TIIE  FonEOoiria 

KVIKENCK    AXD    CITATIOSS. 

L  The  tlyle  of  all  thee  original  testi- 
monies  belonging  to  Josci'hus  is  exactly  tlie 
style  of  the  same  Jo'iepbus,  and  efepet-ially  the 
style  aliout  those  parts  of  his  Antiqnities 
wherein  we  find  these  testimonies.  This  is 
denied  by  nobody  as  to  the  other  concerning 
John  the  Baptist  and  James  the  Ju6t,  and  is 
now  becoming  equally  undeniable  as  to  that 
eonrerning  Christ. 

II.  These  testimonies  therefore  being  con- 
fessedly and  undeniably  written  by  Josephus 
himself,  it  is  next  to  impossible  that  he  should 
wholly  omit  some  testimony  concerning  Jesus 
Olirist :  nay,  while  his  testimotiies  of  John  the 
Baptist  and  of  James  the  Just  are  so  honour. 
able,  and  gave  them  so  great  characters,  it  is 
also  impDSsihIe  that  this  testimony  concerning 
Christ  should  be  other  than  very  honourable, 
or  such  as  alforded  him  a  still  greater  char- 
acter also.  Could  the  very  same  author,  who 
gave  such  a  full  and  advantageous  character 
of  John  the  Baptist,  the  foreruniu'r  of  Jesus 
of  Nazareth,  all  whose  disciples  were  by  him 
''irectetl  to  Jesus  of  Nazareth  as  to  the  true 
Messias,  and  all  whose  disciples  became  after- 
wards the  disciples  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  say 
nothing  honourable  of  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
himself?  —  and  this  in  a  history  of  those  very 
times  in  which  he  was  born,  ami  lived,  and 
\V^i\,  and  that  while  the  writer  lived  but  a 
little  after  hiin  in  the  same  country  in  «  hich  uc 
was  born,  and  lived,  ami  died.  This  is  almost 
incredible.  And  further,  could  the  very  same 
author,  who  gave  such  an  advantageous  char- 
acter of  James  the  Just,  and  this  under  the 
very  appellation  of  Junius  the  bri'lher  of  Jvsiia, 
tcho  teas  calUd  Christ,  which  James  was  one  of 
the  principal  disciples  or  apostles  of  this  Jesus 
Christ,  and  had  been  many  years  the  only 
Christian  bishop  of  the  believing  Jews  of  Ju- 
dea  and  Jerusalem,  in  the  very  days  and  in 
the  very  country  ofthis  writer;  —  could  he,  1 
say,  wholly  omit  any,  nay,  a  very  honourable 
account  of  Jesus  Christ  himself,  whose  ilisciple 
and  bishop  this  James  most  certainly  was? 
This  is  also  almost  incredible.  Hear  what 
Ittigius,  one  of  the  wisest  and  leariiedst  of  all 
those  who  have  lately  inclined  to  give  up  the 
testimony  concerning  Christ,  as  it  stands  in 
our  copies,  for  spurious,  says  upon  this  occa- 
sion;— *'  If  any  one  object  to  me.  that  Jose- 
phus  bath  not  omitted  John  the  Baptist,  the 
forerunner  of  Christ,  nor  James  the  disciple 
of  Christ,  and  that  therefore  he  could  not 
nave  done  the  part  of  a  good  historian,  if  he 
had  been  entirely  silent  coneertiing  Christ,  f 
shall  freely  grant  that  Jose|jhus  was  not  en- 
tirelv  silent  concerning  Christ;  na\',  I  shall 
further  gnuit,  that  when  Josephns  was  speak- 
ing of  Ciirist.  he  did  not  abstain  from  his 
eoni:aeiii''ttion:  for  we  are  Jiot  to  deti>:uiii« 


from  that  inveterate  hatred  which  the  modev-n 
Jews  hear  to  Christ,  what  was  the  liehaviour 
of  those  Jews,  upon  whom  the  miracles  that 
were  daily  wrought  by  the  apostles  in  tb« 
name  of  Christ  imprinted  a  sacred  horror." 

III.  The  famous  clause  in  this  testimony 
of  Josephns  concernirigChrist,  This  wutC/iriat, 
or  the  Christ,  does  not  mean  that  this  Jesus  was 
the  Christ  of  God,  or  the  true  Mfssiah  of  the 
Jews;  but  that  this  Jesus  was  distinguished 
from  all  others  of  that  name,  of  which  there 
were  not  a  few,  as  mentioned  by  .losephus 
himself,  by  the  addition  of  the  other  name  of 
Christ;  or  that  this  person  was  no  other  than 
he  whom  all  the  world  knew  by  the  name  of 
Jettig  Christ,  and  his  followers  by  the  name  of 
Christians.  This  I  esteem  to  he  a  clear  case, 
and  that  from  tbe  arguments  following:  — 

(I.)  The  Greeks  and  Romans,  for  whose 
use  Joscphus  wrote  his  Antiquities,  coubl  no 
otherwise  understand  these  words.  The  Jews 
indeed,  and  afterwards  the  Christians,  who 
knew  that  a  great  Messias,  a  person  that  was 
to  be  Christ,  the  anointrd  of  tiod,  and  that 
was  to  perform  the  office  of  a  Kinij,  a  Primt, 
and  a  Vrophet,  to  (Jod's  people,  might  readily 
so  understand  this  expression;  but  Jiistphus, 
as  I  have  already  noted,  wrote  here  not  to 
Jews  or  Christians,  hut  fo  Greeks  and  Ro- 
mans, who  knew  nothing  of  this:  but  knew 
very  well  that  an  eminent  person,  living  in 
Judea,  whose  name  was  Jfsus  Chrest,  or  Jfsus 
Christ,  had  founded  a  new  and  numerous  sect, 
which. took  the  latter  of  these  names,  and 
were  everywhere,  fioni  him,  called  Chrestiitns, 
or  Christians;  in  which  sense  alone  they 
conld  understand  these  words  of  Josephns, 
and  in  which  sense  I  believe  he  desired  they 
should  understand  them;  nor  does  Joscphus 
ever  use  the  Hebrew  term  Afessiah  in  any  of 
of  his  writings,  nor  the  Greek  term  Christ  in 
any  such  acceptation  elsewhere, 

(2.)  Josephus  himself  as  good  as  explains 
his  own  meaning,  and  that  by  the  last  clause 
of  this  very  passage,  where  he  says  the  Chris- 
tians were  named  from  this  Christ,  without  a 
syllable  as  though  he  really  meant  he  was 
the  true  Messiah,  or  Christ  u/  God.  He  far- 
ther seems  to  me  to  explain  this  his  meaning 
in  that  other  place,  where  alone  he  el-ewhere 
mentions  this  name  of  Christ;  that  is,  when 
upon  occasion  of  the  mention  of  James,  when 
he  was  condemned  by  Ananus,  he  calls  him 
the  Brother  iif  Jesus,  not  that  was  the  true 
Messiah.  Or  the  true  Christ,  but  only  that  wa$ 
culled  Christ. 

(;J.)  It  was  quite  beside  tbe  purpose  of 
Joscphus  to  declare  himself  here  to  be  a  Chris- 
tian, or  a  believer  in  Jesus  as  the  true  Mes- 
siah. Had  he  intended  so  to  do,  he  would 
surely  have  explained  the  meaning  of  the  word 
Chii.'t  to  his  Greek  and  Roman  readers;  he 
would  surelv  have  been  a  great  deal  tidier 
wid   larger  i:i  bis  accounts  of  Christ,  and  ot 

sa 
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the  Christian  religion ;  nor  would  such  a  de- 
elarat':on  at  that  time  have  recommended  him, 
or  his  nation,  or  his  writings,  to  either  the 
Greeks  or  the  Romans;  of  his  reputation  with 
both  which  people  he  is  known  to  have  been, 
in  the  writing  of  these  Antiquities,  very  greatly 
ficlicitous. 

(4.)  Josephus's  usual  way  of  writing  is 
historical  and  declarative  of  facts,  and  of  the 
opinions  of  others,  and  but  rarely  such  as  di- 
rectly informs  us  of  his  own  opinion,  unless 
we  prudently  gather  it  from  what  he  says  his- 
torically,  or  as  the  opinions  of  others.  This 
is  very  observable  in  the  writings  of  Josepbus, 
and  in  particular  as  to  what  he  says  of  John 
the  Baptist  and  of  James  the  Just;  so  that 
this  interpretation  is  most  probable,  as  most 
agreeable  to  Josephus's  way  of  writing  in 
parallel  cases. 

(3.)  This  seems  to  be  the  universal  sense  ; 
of  all  the  ancients,  without  exception,  who 
cite  this  testimony  from  him;  and  though  they 
almost  everywhere  own  this  to  be  the  true 
reading,  yet  do  they  everywhere  suppose  Jo- 
sepbus to  be  still  an  unbelieving  Jew,  and  not 
a  believing  Christian;  nay,  Jerome  appears 
so  well  assured  of  this  interpretation,  and  that 
Josephus  did  not  mean  to  declare  any  more 
by  the^e  words,  than  a  common  opinion,  that, 
according  to  his  usual  way  of  interpreting 
authors,  not  to  the  words  but  to  the  sense  (of 
which  we  have,  I  think,  two  more  instances  in 
his  accounts  out  of  Josephus  now  before  us), 
he  renders  this  clause,  CVctieia^ar  esse  Chris tus^ 
i.e.  He  was  believed  to  be  Christ.  Nor  is  the 
parallel  expression  of  Pilate  to  be  otherwise 
understood,  when  he  made  that  inscription  up- 
on thecross,  ThisisJ.sus,t/ie  Kmy  of  the  Jews 
fMatt.  xxvii.  371;  which  is  well  explained 
by  himself  elsewhere,  and  corresponds  to  the 
import  of  the  present  clause.  What  shall  J  do 
with  Jesus,  who  is  calLd  Christ  (Matt,  xxvii. 
17,  ^2)?  And  we  may  full  as  well  prove 
from  Pilate's  inscription  upon  the  cross,  that 
he  hereby  declared  himself  u  believer  in  Christ, 
for  the  real  King  of  the  Je:cs,  as  «e  can  from 
these  words  of  Josephus,  that  he  thereby  de- 
clared himself  to  be  a  real  believer  iu  him,  as 
the  true  Messiah. 

IV.  Though  Josephus  did  not  design  here 
to  declare  himself  openly  to  be  a  Christian, 
yet  could  he  not  possibly  believe  all  that  he 
here  asserts  concerning  Jesus  Christ,  unless 
he  were  so  far  a  Christian  as  the  Jewish  Na- 
sarenes  or  Ebionites  then  were,  who  believed 
Jesus  of  Nazareth  to  be  the  true  Messiah, 
without  believing  he  was  more  than  a  man; 
who  also  believed  the  necessity  of  the  obser- 
vation of  the  ceremonial  law  of  Moses  in  or- 
der to  salvation  for  all  mankind,  which  were 
the  two  main  articles  of  those  Jewish  Chris- 
tians' faith,  though  in  opposition  to  all  the 
thirteen  apostles  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  tirst 
century,  atui  in  opposition  to  the  whole 
Catholic   Church  of  Christ  in  the  following 


centuries  also.  Accordingly,  I  have  elsewhere 
proved,  that  Josephus  was  no  other  in  his 
own  mind  and  conscience  than  a  Nazarene  or 
Ebionite  Jewish  Christian;  and  have  observ- 
ed, that  this  entire  testimony,  and  all  that  Jo- 
sepbus says  of  John  the  Baptist  and  of  James, 
as  well  as  his  absolute  silence  about  all  the 
rest  of  the  apostles  and  their  companions,  ex- 
actly agree  to  him  under  that  character  and 
no  other;  and  indeed  to  me  it  is  most  aston- 
ishing, that  all  our  learned  men,  who  have  of 
late  considered  these  testimonies  of  Josephus, 
except  the  converted  Jew  Galatinus,  should 
miss  such  an  obvious  and  natural  observation. 
We  all  know  this  from  St.  James's  own  words 
(Acts  xxi.  20),  that  so  many  ten  thousands  of 
Jews  as  believed  in  Christ,  iu  the  tirst  century, 
were  all  zealous  of  the  ceremonial  law,  or  were  no 
other  than  Nazareue  or  Ebionite  Christians; 
and,  by  consequence,  if  there  were  any  reason 
to  think  our  Josepbus  to  be  in  any  sense  a 
believer  or  a  Christian,  as  from  all  these  tes- 
timonies there  were  very  great  ones,  all  those, 
and  many  other  reasons,  could  not  but  con- 
spire to  assure  us,  he  was  no  other  than  a 
Nazarene  or  Ebionite  Christian;  and  this  I 
take  to  be  the  plain  and  evident  key  of  this 
whole  matter. 

V.  Since  therefore  Josephus  appears  to 
have  been,  in  his  own  heart  and  conscience, 
no  other  than  a  Nazarene  or  Ebionite  Chris- 
tian, and,  by  consequence,  with  them  rejected 
all  our  Greek  Gospels  and  Greek  Books  of 
the  New  Testament,  and  received  only  the 
Hebrew  Gospels  of  the  Nazarenes  or  Ebio- 
nites, styled  by  them,  the  Gospel  according  to 
the  Hebrews,  or  according  to  the  Twehe  Ajjos- 
tlis,  or  even  according  to  Matthew,  we  onght 
always  to  have  that  Nazarene  or  Ebionite 
Gospel,  with  the  other  Nazarene  or  Ebionite 
fragments,  in  view,  when  we  consider  any 
passage  of  Josephus  relating  to  Christ  or 
to  Christianity.  Thus,  since  that  Gospel 
omitted  all  that  is  in  the  beginning  of  our  St. 
Jlatthew's  and  St.  Luke's  Gospels,  and  be- 
gan with  the  ministry  of  John  the  Baptist; 
in  which  first  parts  of  the  Gospel  History  are 
the  accounts  of  the  slaughter  ot  the  infants, 
and  of  the  enrolment  or  taxation  under 
Augustus  Ctesar  and  Herod,  it  is  no  great 
woi>der  that  Josephus  has  not  taken  care  parti- 
cularly and  clearly  to  preserve  those  histories 
to  us.  Thus  when  we  find  that  Josephus 
calls  James,  the  brother  of  Christ,  by  the  name 
of  James  the  Just,  and  describes  him  as  a 
mo^t  just  or  righteous  man,  in  an  especial  man- 
ner, we  are  to  remember  that  such  is  his  name 
and  character  in  the  Gospel  according  to  the 
Hebrews,  and  the  other  Ebionite  remains  of 
Hegesippus,  but  nowhere  else,  that  1  remem- 
ber, in  the  earliest  antiquity;  nor  are  we  to 
suppose  they  herein  referred  to  any  otht-r 
than  that  righttousnese  which  w-as  by  the  Jewish 
law,  wherein  St.  Paul  (Philip,  lii.  4,  3,  li.). 
bctore    be    euibrs^-ed    Chnaiiaiiity,    protested 
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Hmself  to  have  been  bhmeless.  Thus  when 
Josephus,  with  other  Jews,  ascribed  the  mise- 
ries of  that  nation  under  Vespasian  and  Titus, 
with  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  to  the  bar- 
Ivarous  murder  of  Jarnes  the  Just,  we  must 
remember  what  we  learn  from  the  Ebionite 
fraginetits  of  Hegesippus,  that  these  Ebionites 
interpreted  a  prophecy  of  Isaiah  as  foretelling 
this  very  munler,  and  those  consequent  mise- 
nes: — Let  us  take  away  the  just  one, /or  he  is 
unprofitable  to  us:  therefore  shall  they  eat  the 
fruit  of  their  own  ways  (Isaiah  iii,  10).  Thus 
when  Josepbus  says,  as  we  have  seen,  that 
the  most  equitable  citizens  of  Jerusalem,  and 
those  that  were  most  zealous  of  the  law, 
were  very  uneas-y  at  the  condemnation  of  this 
Jiimes,  and  some  of  his  friends  and  fellow- 
Christians,  by  the  high-priest  and  sanhedrim, 
about  A.  D.  02,  and  declares  that  he  himself 
was  one  of  those  Jews  who  thought  the  terri- 
ble miseries  of  that  nation  effects  of  the  ven- 
geance of  God  for  their  murder  of  this  James, 
about  A.  D.  08,  we  nmy  ea-'ily  see  those  opi- 
nions could  only  be  the  opinions  of  converted 
Je«*s  or  EbicHiites.  The  high-priest  and 
sanhedrim,  who  itlway-*  p  "rsecuted  the  Chris- 
tians, and  now  coiidemneil  these  Christians, 
and  the  body  of  thc-e  tinhelieving  JewP,  who 
are  supposed  to  sutfer  for  murdering  this 
Jiimes,  the  hend  of  the  Nazirene  or  Ebionite 
Christians  in  Jucle:i,  could  not,  to  be  sure,  be 
of  that  opinion;  nor  could  Josephus  himself 
be  t)f  the  same  opinion,  as  he  declares  he  was 
vithout  the  strongest  inclinations  to  the 
Chri?;tian  religion,  or  without  being  secretly 
a  Christian  Jew,  i.  c.  a  N.tzarene  or  Ebionite; 
which  thing  is,  by  the  way,  a  very  great  addi- 
tional argument  that  such  he  was,  and  no 
other.  Thus,  lastly,  when  Josephus  is  cited 
in  Suidas,  as  affirming  that  Jesus  officiated 
with  the  priests  in  the  temple,  this  account 
is  i)y  no  means  disagreeable  to  the  pretensions 
of  the  Ebionites.  Hegesippus  affirms  the 
very  same  of  James  the  Just  also. 

VI.  In  the  first  citation  of  the  famous  tes- 
timony concerning  our  Saviour  from  Tacitus, 
ftlmost  all  that  was  true  of  the  Jews  is  directly 
taken  by  him  out  of  Josephus, as  will  bedemon- 
strtted  under  the  Third  Dissertation  hereafter. 

VII.  The  second  author  I  have  alleged  for 
it  is  Justin  Martyr,  one  so  nearly  coeval  with 
Josephus,  that  he  might  be  born  about  the 
time  when  he  wrote  his  Antiquities:  he  appeals 
to  the  same  Antiquities  by  that  very  name; 
and  though  be  does  not  here  directly  quote 
them,  yet  does  he  seem  to  me  to  allude  to  this 
very  testimony  in  them  concerning  our  Saviour, 
when  he  affirms,  in  this  place,  to  Trypho  the 
Jew,  that  his  nation  originally  knew  that 
Jesus  wa-i  risen  from  the  dead,  and  ascended 
into  heaven,  as  the  prophecies  did  foretell 
was  to  happen.  Since  there  neither  now  is, 
nor  probably  in  the  days  of  Justin  was, 
Ari\  other  Jewish  tt>iimony  extant  which  H 
to  agreeable  to  wLut  Juslia  here  uffirmi^  of 


those  Jews,  as  is  this  of  Josephus  the  Jen* 
before  us;  nor  indeed  does  he  seem  to  me 
to  have  had  any  thing  else  particularly  in  his 
view  here,  but  this  very  testimony,  where 
Josephus  says,  '*  That  Jesus  appeared  to  bis 
followers  alive  the  third  day  after  his  crfci- 
fixion,  as  the  divine  prophets  bad  foretold 
these  and  ten  thousand  other  wonderful 
things  concerning  him." 

VIII.   The  third  author  1  have  quoted  for 
Josephus's  testimonies  of  John  the  Baptist, 
of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  and  of  James  the  Just, 
is  Origen,  who  is  indeed  allowed  on  all  hands 
to  have  quoted  hira  for  the  excellent  character 
of  John  the  Baptist,  and  of  James  the  Just; 
but  whose  supposed  entire  silence  about  this 
testimony  concerning  Christ  is  usually  alleged 
as    the    principal  argument  against  iu  being 
genuine,   and    particularly   as   to   the    clause, 
This  was  the  Christ:    and  that,  as  we  have 
'^een,  because  he  twice  assures  us  that,  in  his 
opinion,  Josephus  himself  did  not  acknowledtje 
Jesus  for   Christ.      Now,   as    to  'this    latter 
clause,  I  have  already  shown  that  Josepbus 
did     not    here,    in    writing    to    Greeks    and 
Romans,  mean  any  such  thing  by  those  words 
as  Jews  and  Christians  naturally  understand 
by  them:   I  have  also  observed,  that  all  the 
ancients  allow  still,  with   Origen,  that  Jose- 
phus  did   not,  in   the  Jewish   and   Christian 
sense,  acknowledge  Jesus  for  the  trug  Mes- 
'  siah,or  the  true  Christ  of  Go<l,  notwithstanding 
1  their  express  quotation  of  that  clause  in  Jose- 
1  phus  as  genuine;  su  that   unless  we  suppose 
I  Origen  to  have  had  a  different  notion  of  these 
'( words  from  all  the  other  ancients,  we  cannot 
'  conclude  from  this  assertion  of  Origen,  that 
'  he  had  not  those  words  in  his  copy,  not  to  say 
'  that  it  is,  after  all,  much  more  likely  that  bis 
'copy  a  little  differed  from  the  other  copies  in 
this  clause,  or  indeed  omitted  it  entirely,  than 
that  be,  on  its  account,  must  be  supposed  not 
to  have  had  the  rest  of  this  testimony  therein, 
though  indeed  I  see  no  necessity  of  making 
any  such  supposal  at  all.      However,  it  seems 
to  me  that  Origen    affords    us    four    several 
indications  that  the  main  parts  at  least  of  this 
testimony  itself  were  in  his  copy:  — 

(1.)  When  Origen  introduces  Josephus*s 
testimony  concerning  James  the  Just,  that  he 
thought  the  miseries  of  the  Jews  were  an 
instance  of  the  divine  vengeance  on  that  nation 
for  putting  James  to  death  instead  of  Jesus 
be  uses  an  expression  no  way  necessary  to  bis 
purpose,  nor  occasioned  by  any  words  of  Jose- 
phus there,  That  they  had  slain  that  Christ 
which  was  foretold  in  the  prophecies.  Whence 
could  this  expression  come  here  into  Origen's 
mind,  when  be  was  quoting  a  testimony  of 
Josephus  concerning  a  brother  of  Christ, 
but  from  bis  remembrance  of  a  clause  in  the 
testimony  of  the  same  Josephus  concerning 
Christ  himself,  that  the  prophets  had  fori  told 
his  death  and  resurrection,  and  ten  thousand 
otht-r  wonderful  thiiH/s  concerning  UtiAt 
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(2.)  How  came  Origen  to  be  so  surprised 
at  Jo^ephus's  ascribing  the  destructioo  cf 
Jerusalem  to  the  Jews'  murdering  of  Jami-s 
the  Just,  and  not  to  their  murdering  of  Jesus, 
as  we  have  seen  he  was,  if  he  had  not  known 
that  Josephus  had  spoken  of  Jesus  and  his 
death  before,  and  that  he  had  a  very  good 
opinion  of  Jesus,  which  yet  he  could  learn  no 
»vay  so  authentically  as  from  this  testiiuony? 
A"or  do  the  words  he  here  uses,  that  Josephus 
ivas  not  remvCe  from  ihc  truth,  perhaps  allude 
o  any  thing  else  but  to  this  very  testimony 
efore  us. 

(J.)  How  can  the  same  Origen,  upon 
.nother  slight  occasion,  when  he  had  just  set 
lown  that  testimony  of  Josephus  concerning 
Tames  the  Just,  the  brother  of  Jesus,  who  was 
.ailed  Christ,  say  that  "  it  may  be  questioned 
whether  the  Jews  thought  Jesus  to  be  a  man, 
or  whether  tbey  did  not  suppose  him  to  be  a 
oeing  of  a  diviner  kind?  "  This  looks  so  very 
like  the  fifth  and  sixth  clauses  of  this  testi- 
mony in  Jcfsephus,  that  Jems  was  a  wise  man, 
if  it  ic'  lawful  to  call  him  a  man,  that  it  is 
highlv  probable  Origen  thereby  alluded  to 
them;  and  this  is  the  more  to  be  depended  on, 
Decause  all  the  uiibelteviag  Jews,  and  all  the 
est  of  the  Nazareiie  Jews,  esteemed  Jesus 
with  one  consent,  us  a  mere  man,  the  son  ol 
'oseph  and  .Marvi.ajjd  it  is  not,  I  tldiik, 
^ssible  to  proiluce  any  one  Jew  but  Josephus, 
who  in  a  sort  of  compliance  with  the  liomuns 
iid  tlie  Catholic  Christians,  who  thought  him 

God,  would  say  any  thing  hke  bis  bting  a 
God. 

(4.)  How  came  Origen  to  affirm  twice,  so 
expressly,  that  Jo&ephus  did  not  himself  own, 
n  the  Je\vi^h  and  Christian  sense,  that  Jesus 
J0.5  Christ,  notwithstanding  his  quotations  of 
„uch  eminent  testimonies  out  of  him  fur  John 
the  Baptist  his  forerunner,  and  for  James  the 
Just,  bis  brother,  and  one  of  his  principal  dis- 
ciples? There  is  no  passage  in  all  Josephus 
10  likely  to  persuade  Origen  of  this  as  is  the 
famous  testimony  before  us,  wherein,  as  he 
and  all  the  ancients  understood  it,  he  was 
generally  called  Christ  indeed,  but  not  any 
otherwise  than  as  the  common  name  whence 
the  sect  of  Christians  was  derived,  and  where 
be  all  along  speaks  of  those  Christians  as  a 
sect  then  in  being,  whose  author  was  a  won- 
derful person,  and  his  followers  great  lovers 
of  him  and  of  the  truth,  yet  as  such  a  sect  as 
he  had  not  joined  himseif  to :  which  exposition, 
as  it  is  a  very  natural  one,  so  was  it,  1  doubt, 
but  too  true  of  our  Josephus  at  that  time;  nor 
can  1  devise  any  other  reason  but  this,  and 
the  parallel  language  of  Josephus  elsewhere, 
when  he  sp«.aks  of  James  as  the  brother,  not 
of  Jesus  who  was  Christ,  but  ofJesu^  who  was 
called  Chri!,l,  that  could  so  naturally  induce 
Origen  and  others  to  be  of  that  opinion. 

IX.  There  are  two  remarkable  passages  in 
Suidas  and  Theophylact,  already  set  down, 
lis   citing  Josephus;    the    tr:iuer    that  Jesus 


officiated  with  tht  priests  in  the  temple ;  ftj-j 
the  latter,  that  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem, 
and  miseries  of  the  Jews,  were  owing  to  their 
puttinij  Jesus  to  death,  which  are  in  none  of 
our  present  copies,  nor  cited  thence  by  any 
ancienter  authors,  nor  indeed  do  tbey  seem 
altogether  consistent  with  the  other  most 
authentic  testimonies.  However,  since  Suidas 
cites  his  passage  from  a  treatise  of  Josephus, 
called  Memoirs  of  the  Jews'  Captivity,  a  book 
never  heard  of  elsewhere,  and  since  both  cita- 
tions are  not  at  all  disagreeable  to  Josephus's 
character  as  a  Nazarene  or  Ebionite,  1  dare 
not  positively  conclude  they  are  spurious,  but 
must  leave  them  in  suspense,  for  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  learned. 

X.  As  to  that  great  critic  Photius,  in  the 
ninth  century,  who  is  supposed  not  to  have 
had  this  testimony  in  his  copy  of  Josephus,  or 
else  to  have  esteemed  it  spurious;  because,  in 
his  extracts  out  of  Josephus's  Antiquities,  it 
is  not  expressly  mentioned, ^this  is  a  strange 
thing  indeedl — that  a  section,  which  had  been 
cited  out  of  Josephus's  copies  all  along  before 
the  da>s  of  Photius,  as  well  as  it  bas  been  all 
along  cited  out  of  them  since  his  days,  should 
be  supposed  not  to  be  in  his  copy,  because  he 
does  not  directly  mention  it  in  certain  short 
and  imperfect  extracts,  no  way  particularly 
relating  to  such  matters.  Those  who  lay  a 
stress  on  this  silence  of  Photius,  seem  little  to 
have  attended  to  the  nature  and  brevity  of 
those  extracts.  They  contain  little  or  nothing, 
as  he  in  effect  professes  at  their  entrance,  but 
what  concerns  Antipater,  Herod  the  Ureat, 
and  his  brethren  and  family,  with  their 
exploits,  till  the  days  of  Agrippa  junior,  and 
Cumanus,  the  governor  of  Judea,  fifteen  years 
after  the  death  of  our  Saviour,  without  one 
word  of  Pilate,  or  what  happened  under  his 
government,  which  yet  was  the  only  proper 
place  in  which  this  testimony  could  come  to 
be  mentioned.  However,  since  Photius  seems 
therefore,  as  we  have  seen,  to  suspect  the 
treatise  ascribed  by  some  to  Josephus,  Of  the 
Universe,  because  it  speaks  very  high  things  of 
the  eternal  generation  and  divinity  of  Christ, 
this  looks  very  like  hjs  knowledge  and  beliet  of 
somewhat  really  in  the  same  Josephus,  which 
spake  in  a  lower  manner  of  him,  which  could 
be  hardly  any  other  passage  than  this  testimony 
before  us;  and  since,  as  «'e  have  also  seen, 
when  be  speaks  of  the  Jewish  History  of  Jus- 
tus of  Tiberias,  as  infected  with  the  prejudices 
of  the  Jews  in  taking  no  manner  of  notice  of 
the  advent,  of  the  acts,  and  of  the  miracles  of 
'  Jesus  Christ,  while  yet  he  never  speaks  so  of 
I  Josephus  himself,  this  most  naturtdly  implies 
also,  that  there  was  not  the  Uke  occasion  here 
as  there;  but  that  Jo^ephus  had  not  wholly 
I  omitted  that  advent,  those  acts,  or  miracles, 
whica  yet  he  has  done  everywhere  else,  in  the 
1  books  seen  by  Photius,  as  well  as  Justus  of 
I  Tiberias,  but  in  this  famous  testimony  betore 
;  us,    so    that   it    is    most    probable,    PhotisW 
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M*  on}f  had  t1)i»  testimony  in  his  copy,  but 
twiievetl  it  to  bo  genuine  also. 

XI.  As  to  the  silence  of  Clement  of  Alex- 
mnilria.  who  cites  the  Antiquities  of  Josephus, 
but  never  cite?  any  ofthe  testimonies  now  he- 
fore  us,  it  is  no  strange  tbinj  at  all,  since  he 
never  cites  Joscphus  but  once,  and  that  for  a 
{>omt  «(f  chrottology  only,  to  determine  how 
many  years  had  passed  from  the  days  of 
Muses  to  the  days  of  Josephus, — so  that  his 
•  ilence  may  almost  as  well  Ix  allej^ed 
•gainst  a  hundred  other  remarkable  passages 
in  Josephus's  works  as  ogaiust  these  before 
us. 

XII.  Nor  does  the  Hke  silence  of  Tertul- 
lian  imply  that  these  testimonies,  or  any  of 
them,  were  not  in  the  copies  of  his  age.  Ter- 
tulllan  never  once  hints  at  any  treatises  of 
Josephus  but  those  against  Apion,  and  that 
in  general  only,  for  a  point  of  chronology ; 
nor  does  it  any  way  appear  that  Tertullian 


ever  saw  any  of  Josepfttis's  writings  besides 
and  far  from  being  certain  that  he  saw  even 
those.  He  had  particular  occasion  in  bis  dis- 
pute against  the  Jews  to  quote  Josephus, 
aboveany  other  writer,  to  prove  the  completion 
of  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament  in  the 
destruction  of  Jerusalem  and  miseries  of  the 
Jews  at  that  time,  of  which  he  there  discour- 
ses, yet  does  he  never  once  quote  him  iipon 
that  solemn  occasion;  so  that  it  seems  to  m.o 
that  Tertullian  never  read  either  the  Greek 
Antiquities  of  Josephus,  or  his  Greek  books 
of  the  Jewish  wars:  nor  is  this  at  all  strange 
in  Tertullian,  a  Latin  writer,  that  lived  in 
Africa,  by  none  of  which  African  HTiters  k 
there  any  one  clause,  that  I  know  of,  cited 
out  of  any  of  Josephus's  writings;  nor  is  it 
worth  my  while,  in  such  numbers  of  positive 
citations  of  these  clauses,  to  mention  the 
silence  of  other  later  writers  as  being  here  of 
very  small  consequence: 


DISSERTATION   IL 

CONCERNING  GOD'S  COMMAND  TO  ABRAHAM  TO  OFFER  UP  ISAAC. 
HIS  SON,  FOR  A  SACRIFICE. 


IPiNCE  tills  command  of  God  to  Abraham 
(Gen.  xxii.)  bas  of  late  been  greatly  mistaken 
by  some,  who  venture  to  reason  about  very 
ancient  facts  from  very  modern  notions,  and 
this  without  a  due  regard  to  either  the  cus- 
toms, or  opinicne,  or  circumstances  of  the 
times  whereto  those  facts  belonf^.  or  indeed 
to  the  true  reasons  of  the  facts  themselves; 
since  the  mistakes  about  those  customs,  opi- 
nions, circumstances,  and  reasons,  have  of  late 
so  far  prevailed,  that  the  very  same  action  of 
Abrabafz;,  which  w«rs  so  celebrated  by  St. 
I'aiil  (Rom.  iv.  16—25),  St.  James  (chap.  ii. 
21,  22),  the  author  to  the  Hebrews  (chfip. 
xi.  17 — -19^,  Philo,*  and  Josephus, f  in  the 
first  century,  and  by  innumerable  others 
since,  as  an  uncommon  instance  of  signal  vir- 
tue, of  heroic  faith  in  God.  ami  piety  towards 
him;  nay,  is  in  the  sacred  instory  (Gen.  xxii. 
15  — 18)  highly  commended  by  the  difine 
Asyel  of  the  Covenant^  in  the  name  of  God 
himself,  and  promised  to  be  plentifully  re- 
warded; since  this  command,  I  say,  is  now 
At  last,  in  the  eighteenth  century,  become  a 
ttone  of  stumbling  and  a  rock  of  offence  among 
us,  and  that  sometimes  to  persons  of  otherwise 
good  sense,  and  of  a  religious  disposition  of 
cnind  also,  I  shall  endeavour  to  set  this  mat- 
ter in  its  true,  i.  e.  in  its  ancient  and  original 
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light,  for  the  sati-faction  of  the  inquisitive. 
In  order  whereto  we  are  to  consider, 

1.  That  till  this  very  profane  age,  it  hai 
been,  I  think,  universally  allowed  by  all  so- 
ber persons,  who  owned  themselves  the  crea- 
tures of  God,  that  the  Creator  has  a  just 
right  over  all  his  rational  (Teatures,  to  pro- 
tract their  lives  to  what  length  he  pleases, — ■ 
to  cut  them  off  when  and  by  what  instru- 
ments he  pleases, — to  afflict  them  with  what 
sicknesses  he  pleases, ^ — and  to  remove  them 
from  wi€  state  or  place  in  this  his  great  pa- 
lace of  the  universe  to  another,  as  be  pleases ; 
and  that  all  those  rational  creatures  are  bound 
in  duty  and  interest  to  acquiesce  under  the 
divine  disposal,  and  to  resign  themselves  up 
to  the  good  providence  of  Grod  in  all  such 
his  dispensations  towards  them.  I  do  not 
mean  to  intimate,  that  God  may,  or  ever 
does,  act  in  these  cases  after  a  mere  arbitrary 
manner,  or  without  sufficient  reason,  believ- 
ing, according  to  the  whole  tenor  of  natural 
and  revealed  reVi^'ion,  that  he  hateth  not/iing 
that  he  hath  made  (Wisdom,  xi.  14);  tnat 
whatsoever  he  does,  how  melancholy  soever 
it  may  appear  at  first  sight  to  us,  is  really  in- 
tended for  the  good  of  bis  creatures,  and,  a( 
the  upshot  of  things,  will  fully  appear  so  to 
be:  but  that  still  he  is  not  obliged,  nc"  does 
in  general  give  his  creatures  an  accouot  of 
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the  particular  reasons  of  sucb  bis  dispensations 
tcwirds  them  immediately,  but  usually  tries 
and  exercises  their  taith  and  patience,  their 
resignation  and  obedience,  in  their  present 
state  of  probation,  and  reser\'es  those  reasons 
to  the  last  (lay,  the  day  </  the  revelation  of  the 
righteous  judgment  uf  God.  (Rom.  ii.  5.) 
2.  That  the  entire  histories  of  the  past 
^  Bfes,  from  the  days  of  Adam  till  now,  show 
that  Almighty  God  has  ever  exercised  his 
power  over  mankind,  and  that  without  giving 
them  an  immediate  account  of  the  reasons  of 
such  his  conduct;  and  that  withal,  the  best 
and  wisest  men  of  all  ages,  Heathens  as  well 
as  Jews  and  Christians, — Marcus  Antoninus, 
as  well  as  the  patriarch  Abraham  and  St. 
Paul,  have  ever  humbly  submitted  themselves 
to  this  conduct  of  the  Divine  Providence, 
niid  always  confessed  that  they  were  obliged 
•o  the  undeserved  goodness  and  mercy  of 
God  for  every  enjoyment,  but  could  not  de- 
rnnd  any  of  them  of  his  justice; — no,  not  so 
much  as  the  continuance  of  that  life  whereto- 
those  enjoyments  do  appertain.  When  God 
was  pleased  to  sweep  the  wicked  race  of  men 
away  by  a  flood,  the  young  innocent  infants, 
as  well  as  the  guilty  old  siimcrs;  when  he 
was  pleased  to  shorten  the  lives  of  men  after 
the  Flood,  and  still  downward  till  the  days 
of  David  and  Solomon;  when  he  was  pleased 
to  destroy  impure  Sodom  and  Gomorrah 
by  fire  and  brimstone  from  heaven,  and  to 
extirpate  the  main  body  of  the  Amorites  out 
of  the  land  of  Canaan,  as  soon  as  their  iniqui- 
ties were  full  (Gen.  xv.  1(5),  and  in  these  in- 
stances included  the  young  innocent  infants, 
together  with  the  old  hardened  sinners ; 
when  God  was  pleased  to  send  an  angel,  and 
by  him  to  destroy  185,0C0  Assyrians  (the 
number  attested  to  by  Berosus  the  Chaldean, 
as  well  as  by  our  own  Bibles)  in  the  days  of 
Hezekiah,  most  of  whom  seem  to  have  had 
no  other  peculiar  guilt  upon  tbem  than  that 
common  to  soldiers  in  War,  of  obeying  with- 
out reserve  their  king  Sennacherili,  his  ge- 
nerals and  captains;  and  when  at  the  plague 
of  Athens,  London,  Marseilles,  &c.  so  many 
thousand  righteous  men  and  women,  with 
innocent  bal.es,  were  swept  away  on  a  sud- 
den, by  a  fatal  contagion, — 1  do  not  remem- 
ber that  sober  men  have  complained  that  Gud 
deiilt  unjustly  with  such  his  creatures,  in 
tijse  to  us  seemingly  severe  dispensations. 
jNor  are  we  certain  when  any  such  seemingly 
severe  dispensations  are  really  such,  nor  do 
we  know  but  shortening  the  lives  of  men  may 
soitetimes  be  the  greatest  blessing  to  them, 
ai'-'  prevent  or  put  a  stop  to  those  courses  of 
gross  mcKeriuess  which  might  bring  them  to 
a  greater  misery  in  iiie  world  to  come;  nor 
is  it  fit  for  sucb  poor,  weak,  and  ignorant 
creatures  as  we  are,  in  the  present  state,  lo 
call  our  almighty,  and  all-wise,  and  all-good 
Creator  and  Benefactor  to  an  account  upon 
any   vuch    occasions— ,-«ince    we    cannot    but 


acknowledge  that  it  is  He  that  hath  mait  u*, 

and  not  ice  ourselves  (Psalm  c.  3),  that  we 
are  nothing,  and  have  nothing  of  ourselves 
independent  of  him,  but  that  all  we  are,  all 
we  have,  and  all  we  hope  for,  is  derived  from 
him,  from  his  free  and  undeserved  bounty, 
which  therefore  he  may  justly  take  from  us  in 
what  way  soever  and  whensoever  be  pleases; 
all  wise  and  good  men  slill  sajiug  in  such 
cases  with  the  pious  Psalmist  (Ps.  xxxix.  9),  i 
was  dumb,  I  opened  not  mi/ mouth,  because  thou 
didst  it;  and  with  patient  Job  (ch.  i.  21 ;  ii, 
1 0),  ahall  ue  receive  good  at  the  hand  ef  God, 
and  shaii  j!Ot  we  receive  evilf  The  JLord  yave, 
andtheLi  rdhuth  taken  away,  bltsacd  ht  (h  e  natne 
of  the  Lord.  If  therefore  this  shortening  or 
taking  away  the  lives  of  men  be  an  olijeclion 
against  any  divine  command  for  that  purpose, 
it  is  full  as  strong  against  the  present  sjslem 
of  the  world,  against  the  conduct  of  Divine 
Providence  in  general,  and  against  natural 
religion,  which  is  founded  on  the  justice  of 
that  Providence,  and  is  no  way  peculiar 
to  revealed  religion,  or  to  the  fact  of  Abra- 
ham now  before  us;  nor  h^  this  case  n;ui-h 
different  from  what  was  soon  after  the  days 
of  Abraham  thoroughly  settled,  after  Job's 
land  bis  friends'  debates,  by  the  inspiration  of 
'  Klihu,  and  the  determination  of  God  himself, 
where  the  Divine  Providence  was  at  length 
thoroughly  cleared  ajid  justified  before  all 
the  world,  as  it  will  be,  no  question,  more 
generally  cleared  and  justified  at  the  final 
judgment. 

3.  That  till  this  profane  age,  it  has  also,  I 
think,  been  universally  allowed  by  all  sober 
men,  that  a  command  of  Ged,  when  suf- 
ficiently made  known  to  be  so,  is  abundant 
authority  for  the  taking  away  the  life  of  any  ' 
peri-on  whomsoever.  I  doubt  both  ancient  - 
1  and  modern  princes,  generals  of  armies,  ai:d 
judges,  jven  those  of  the  best  reputation  also, 
ha\e  ventured  to  take  many  men's  lives  away 
upon  much  less  authority;  nor  indeed  do  the 
most  sceptical  of  the  moderns  care  to  deny 
this  authority  directly;  they  rather  lake  a 
method  of  objecting  somewhat  more  plausible, 
though  it  amounts  to  much  the  same:  they 
say  that  the  apparent  disagreement  of  ativ 
comniantl  to  the  moral  attributes  of  God,  such 
as  this  of  the  slaughter  of  an  only  child  seems 
plainl>  to  be,  will  be  a  greater  evidence  that 
such  a  command  does  not  come  from  God, 
than  any  pretended  revelation  can  be  that  it 
doesj  but  as  to  this  matter,  although  diviue 
revelations  have  now  so  long  ceased,  that  we 
are  not  well  acquainted  with  the  manner  of 
con.veyiiig  such  revelations  with  certaintv  to 
men,  and  by  consequence  the  apparent  disa- 
greement of  a  command  with  the  moral  attri- 
butes of  God,  ought  at  present,  generally,  il  - 
not  constantly,  to  deter  men  from  acting  upon 
such  a  pretended  revelation,  )et  was  there  no 
such  uncertauity  in  the  du\s  of  the  old  pro- 
phets of  (jyd,  or  of  Abraham,  the  friend  of 
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Ot)d  (.Isa.  xli.  8),  who  are  tver  found  to 
hftve  had  an  entire  certainty  of  those  their 
revelations  ;  anil  what  evidently  shows  they 
were  not  deceived,  is  this,  that  the  events  and 
consequences  of  tbin^  afterwards  always  cor- 
responded, and  secured  them  of  the  truth  of 
turn  divwie  reielstions.  Tbus  the  first  mira- 
culous voice  from  he«veii  (Gen.  xxii.  I  I, 
12)  calling  to  Abraham  not  to  execute  this 
roinmanil,  and  the  perlorniarce  of  those  emi- 
nent promise*  niade  liy  the  second  voice 
(Gen.  xxii.  17,  18),  on  account  of  his  obe 
dience  to  that  conimand,  are  demonstrations 
that  Abraham's  commission  for  what  he  did 
was  truly  divine,  and  arc  an  entire  justifica. 
tioii  of  his  conduct  in  this  matter.  The 
words  of  the  first  voice  from  heaven  will 
come  hereafter  to  be  set  down  i:  a  fitter  place: 
nut  the  plorious  promises  made  to  Abraham's 
obedience  by  the  second  voice,  must  here  be' 
produced  from  verse  15 — 18.  "And  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  called  unto  .\br;ibnm  out, 
of  heaven  the  second  time,  and  said.  By  my-| 
sell  have  I  sworn,  saith  the  Lord  ;  for  because 
thou  hast  done  this  thing,  and  hast  not  with-' 
held  thy  son,  thine  only  son  from  nie,  that  in 
blessing  I  will  bless  thee,  and  in  multipljing 
I  w  ill  multiply  Ihy  seed  as  the  stars  of  heaven, 
and  as  the  sand  which  is  upon  the  sea-shore, 
and  thy  seed  shall  possess  the  gate  of  his  ene- 
m  es;  and  in  thy  seed  shall  all  the  nations  of 
the  earth  be  blessed  because  thou  hast  obeved 
my  voice."  Every  one  of  which  promises  have 
been  eminently  fulfilled ;  and,  what  is  chiefly 
remarkable,  the  last  and  principal  of  them, 
that  in  Abraham's  seed  all  the  nations  vf  the 
earth  should  be  blessed^  was  never  promised  till 
ibis  time.  It  had  been  twice  promised  him 
(chap.  xii.  3;  and  x\'iii.  18),  that  in  himself 
should  ull  the  families  of  the  earth  he  bles9ed\  but 
that  this  blessing  was  to  belong  to  future  times, 
and  to  be  bestowed  by  the  means  of  one  of  his 
late  posterity,  the  Messias,  that  great  son  and 
seedvi  Abraham  only,  was  never  revealed  be- 
fore, but  on  such  an  aruazing  instance  of  his 
faith  and  obedience  as  was  this  his  readi- 
ness to  offer  up  his  only-begotten  son  Isaac, 
was  now  first  promised,  and  has  been  long 
ago  performed  in  the  birth  of  Jesus  of  Nazar- 
eth, the  son  of  David,  the  son  of  Abraham 
(Matt.  i.  1),  which  highly  deserves  our  obser- 
vation in  this  place;  nor  can  we  suppose  that 
any  thing  else  than  clear  conviction  that  this 
command  came  from  God  could  induce  so 
good  a  man  and  so  tender  a  father  as  AKrahain 
was,  to  sacrifice  his  own  beloved  son,  and 
to  lose  thereby  all  the  comfort  he  received 
from  him  at  present,  and  all  the  expectation 
he  had  of  a  numerous  and  happy  posterity 
from  him  hereafter. 

4.  That  long  before  the  days  of  Abraham, 
the  deinons  or  heathen  gods  had  required  and 
received  human  sacrifices,  anrl  particularly 
that  of  the  offerer's  own  children,  and  this 
both  before  and  after  the  Deluge.    This  prac- 


tice bad  been  indeed  so  long  left  off  in  Eg)?t, 
and  the  custom  of  sacrificing  animals  there  wls 
confined  to  so  few  kinds  in  the  days  of  Hero- 
dotus, that  he  would  not  believe  they  had  ever 
olTered  human  sacrifices  at  all;  for  he  says,* 
that  "the  fable,  as  if  Hercules  was  sacrificed  to 
Jupiter  in  Egypt,  was  feigned  by  the  Greek?, 
who  were  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  na- 
ture of  the  Egyptians  and  their  laws;  for  how 
should  they  sacrifice  men,  with  whom  it  ii 
unlawful  to  sacrifice  any  brute  beast,  boars 
and  bulls,  and  pure  calves  and  ganders  only 
excepted?"  However,  it  is  evident,  from 
Sanchoniatho,  Miuietho,  Pausanias,  Diodorus 
Siculus,  Philo,  Plutarch,  and  Porphyry,  that 
s-uch  sacrilices  were  frequent  both  in  Phoe- 
nicia and  Egypt,  and  that  long  beture  the 
days  of  Abraham,  as  Sir  John  Marsham  and 
Bishop  Cumberland  have  fully  proved:  nay, 
that  in  other  places  (though  not  in  Egypt) 
this  cruel  practice  continued  long  alter  Abra- 
ham, and  this  till  the  very  third,  if  not  also 
to  the  fifth  century  of  Christianity,  before  it 
was  quite  abolished.  Take  the  words  ol  the 
original  authors  in  English,  as  most  of  them, 
occur  in  their  originals,  in  Sir  John  Mar- 
sham's  Cbronicon,  p.  7t) — 78,  300 — 304. 

"  Chronus  offered  up  his  only -begotten 
son  as  a  burnt-offering  to  his  father  Uranus, 
when  there  was  a  famine  and  a  pestilence,  "f 

"  Chrunus,  whom  the  Pba'iiicians  name 
Israel  [it  should  be  II},  and  who  was,  after 
his  death,  eoi;secrated  into  the  star  Saturn, 
when  he  was  king  of  the  country,  and  had, 
by  a  nymph  of  that  country,  named  Ano- 
bret,  an  only -begotten  son,  whom,  on  that 
account,  they  culled  Jcud  (the  Phanicians  to 
this  day  calling  an  only-begotten  son  by  that 
name),  he  in  bis  dread  of  very  great  dangers 
that  lay  upon  the  country  from  war,  adorned 
bis  son  with  royal  apparel,  and  built  an  altar, 
and  offered  him  in  sacrifif«."t 

"  'l"he  Phtfinicians,  when  they  were  in  great 
dangers  by  war,  by  famine,  ot  by  pestilence, 
sacrificed  to  Saturn  one  of  the  dearest  ot  their 
people,  whom  they  chose  by  public  suffrage  lor 
that  purpose ;  and  Sancboiiiatbo's  Pha'nician 
history  is  full  of  such  sacrifices."  [These 
hitherto  I  take  to  have  been  before  the 
Flood.]§ 

"  In  Arabia,  the  Diunatii  sacrificed  a  child 
every  year."| 

"  They  relate,  that  of  old  the  [Egyptian] 
kings  sacrificed  such  men  as  were  of  the  same 
colour  with  Typho,  at  the  sepulchre  of  Osi- 
ris."^ 

"  Manetho  relates,  that  they  burnt  Ty- 
pbonean  men  alive  in  the  city  Idithvia  '.  cc 
Ililhjia],  and  scattered  their  ashes  like  cuall 
that    is     winnowed  ;     and    this    was    dona 


•  Apud  Marsh.  Cbroo.  p.  :i(Xl. 
4-  t'liil.  bib.  ex  SuGchoo.  p  76. 
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f  ..blicly,  and  at  an  appointed  season  in  the 

dag-days."* 

*'  The  barbarous  nations  did  a  long  time 
admit  of  the  slaughter  of  children,  as  of  a 
holy  practice,  and  acceptable  to  the  gods; 
and  tins  thing,  both  private  persons,  and 
kings,  and  entire  nations,  practise  at  proper 
seasons. "f 

**  The  hunian  sacrifices  that  were  enjoinea 
by  the  Dodoneau  oracle,  mentioned  in  Pau- 
saniaa's  Achaics,  in  the  tragical  story  of 
Corfsus  and  Callirrboe,  sutliciently  intimate 
that  the  Phoenician  and  Egyptian  priests  bad 
set  up  this  Dodonean  oracle  before  the  time 
of  Amosis,  who  destroyed  that  barbarous 
practice  in  Egypt."  { 

. tsque  adijtis  ht£c  tristia  dicta  rrportat  : 

Sanguine  placastu  vttucs,  rl  vtrgmt  ctXia^ 
C'utH primuin  luacas  Uanai  vtntttis  ud  orat ; 
Saiiyutne  tjtuerendt  rcdttusyanimaque  Utandum 

Aruoiua 

Vitto.  £n.  iL  115. 

He  from  the  ^^ithiBdre&dfiil  answer  brought: 

O  Grecians,  when  the  J  rujau  shores  you  suui^ht. 
Your  passage  with  a  Tir^in'a  blood  was  bought.' 
So  ^lUl^t  your  safe  return  be  bou^ltt  again. 
And  (ireciaa  blood  oace  more  utouc  toe  main. 


These  bloody  sacrifices  were,  (or  certain, 
instances  of  the  greatest  degree  of  impiety, 
tyranny,  and  cruelty  in  the  world:  that  either 
\vick;ed  demons  or  wicked  men,  who  roi'hpr 
made  nor  preserved  mankind,  who  had  there- 
fore no  right  over  them,  nor  were  thoy  ajle 
to  make  tbem  amends  in  the  next  world  for 
what  they  thus  lost  or  sutfered  in  this,  should, 
after  so  inhuman  a  manner,  cummy,nd  tht;  tak- 
ing away  the  lives  of  men,  and  particularly 
of  the  offerer's  own  children,  without  the 
eomuiission  of  any  crime;  this  was,  1  think, 
an  abuniination  derived  Irom  him  who  was  a 
inuiderLT  Jrom  the  beyinniny  (John  viii.  44}; 
a  crime  truly  and  properly  (liabohcal. 

o.  That,  accorciingly,  Almighty  God  him- 
self, under  the  Jewish  dispensation,  vehe- 
mently condemned  the  Pagans,  and  sometimes 
the  Jews  themselves,  for  this  crime;  and  for 
this,  among  other  heinous  sins,  cast  the  idola- 
trous nations  (nay,  sometimes  the  Jews  too)  out 
of  Palestine.  Take  the  principal  texts  hereto 
relating,  as  they  lie  in  order  in  the  Old 
Testament:  — 

**  Thou  shalt  not  let  any  of  thy  seed  pass 
tbroujjh  the  tire  to  Motech.  Dehle  not  your- 
selves in  any  of  these  things,  for  in  all  these 
the  nations  are  detiled,  which  I  cast  out  be- 
fore you,"  &.C.  (Lev.  xviii.  21.) 

'*  Whosoever  he  be  of  the  children  of  Is- 
rael, or  of  the  strangers  that  sojourn  in  Israel, 
that  giveth  any  of  his  seed  unto  Molech,  he 
sftall  surely  be  put  to  death;  the  people  of 
the  land  shall  stone  him  with  stones."  (Lev. 
XX.  2.) 

"Take  heed  to  thyself,  that  thou  be  not 

•  Platarcfa,  p.  78.         +  Nonoutli  apud  PbiL  p.  7(i 
i  Ciunb^rL  baachoa.  p  '•ilA, 


snared  by  following  tbe  nations,  after  tlioi 
they  be  destroyed  from  before  thee;  and  that 
thou  inquire  not  after  their  gods,  saying. 
How  did  these  nations  serve  their  gods,  even 
so  will  I  do  likewise.  Thou  shalt  not  do  so 
unto  the  Lord  thy  God;  for  every  abomina- 
tion of  the  Lord,  which  he  bateth,  have  they 
done  unto  their  gods  ;  for  even  their  sons 
and  their  daughters  have  they  burnt  in  the 
fire  to  their  gods."  (Deut.  xii.  30,  31.  See 
chap,  xviii.  10,  and  2  Kings  xvii.  17.) 

"And  Ahaz  made  his  son  to  pass  through 
tbe  tire,  according  to  the  abominations  of  the 
heathen,  whom  the  Lord  cast  out  before  the 
children  of  Israel."  (2  Kings  xvi.  3.) 

**  Moreover,  Ahaz  burnt  incense  in  the 
valley  of  the  son  of  Hinnom,  and  burnt  bis 
children  (his  son,  in  Josephus)  in  the  fire, 
after  the  abominations  of  the  heathen,  whom 
the  Lord  had  cast  out  before  the  children  of 
Israel,"  (2  Chron.  xxviii.  3.) 

'*  And  the  Sepharvites  burnt  their  childrtn 
in  the  fire  to  Adrammelech  and  Anameleeb, 
the  gods  of  Sepharvaira,"  &c.  (2  Kings  jtrii. 

31-)  .    . 

"  And  Josiah  defiled  Tophet,  which  is  in 

the  valley   of   the  children  of  Hiniiom,  that 

no  man  might  make  his  son  or  bis  (laughter 

to    pass    through    the    fire    unto    Molech." 

(2  Kings  Xiiii.  10.) 

"Yea,  they  sacriticed  their  sons  and  their 
da'ighters  unto  demons;  and  shed  innocent 
blood,  the  blood  of  their  sons  and  of  iheir 
daughters,  whom  they  sacriticed  unto  the 
iduU  of  Canaan;  and  tbe  land  was  polluted 
with  blood."  (Psal.  cvi.  37,  38.  See  Isa. 
Ivii.  5.) 

"  The  children  of  Judah  have  done  evil  in 
my  sight,  saith  the  Lord ;  they  have  set 
their  abominations  in  the  bouse  which  is  call- 
ed by  my  name  to  pollute  it;  and  they  have 
built  the  high  places  of  Tophet,  which  is  lu 
the  valley  of  the  son  of  Uinnom,  to  burr 
their  sons  and  their  daughters  in  the  fire 
which  1  comn.anded  them  not,  nor  camt 
it  into  my  heart."    (Jer.  vii.  30—32.) 

"  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  the  Goc 
of  Israel,  Behold  I  will  bring  evil  upon  this 
place,  the  which  whosoever  heareth,  his  ear; 
shall  tingle,  because  they  have  forsaken  me. 
and  have  estranged  this  place,  and  have  burnt 
incense  unto  other  gods,  whom  neither 
they  nor  their  fathers  have  known,  nor  the 
kings  of  Judah,  and  have  tilled  this  place 
with  the  blood  of  innocents.  They  have 
buiU  also  the  high  places  of  Baal,  to  burn 
their  sons  with  tire  for  burnt-oti'cnngs  unto 
Baal,  which  I  commanded  nut,  nor  spake  it, 
neither  came  it  into  my  mind,"  5cc.  (^Jer.  xix, 
3-5.) 

"  They  built  the  high  places  of  Baal,  which 
are  in  the  valley  of  the  son  of  Hmnom,  to 
cause  their  sons  and  their  daughters  to  pa<js 
through  tbe  tire  unto  Molech,  which  1  co-u- 
mandtid  them  not.  neither  came  it  into  tny 
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nrtnrt  that  they  shoald  do  this  abomination, 
to  cause  JiiJah  to  sin."  (Jer.  xxxii.  35.) 

"  Moreover,  thou  hast  taken  thy  sons  and 
thy  fiaiigbters,  whom  thou  hast  born  unto 
nie,  ami  these  hast  thou  sacrificed  unto  them 
to  be  devoured.  Is  this  of  thy  whoredoms 
a  small  matter,  that  thou  bast  slain  my  chil- 
dren, and  delivered  them  to  cause  them  to 
pass  through  the  tire  for  them?"  (Ezek.  xvi. 
20,  21.      See  chap.  xx.  26;    I  Cor.  x.  20.) 

"Thou  hatest  the  old  inhabitants  of  thy 
holy  land,  for  doing  most  odious  works  of 
witchcraft  and  wicked  sacrifices;  and  also 
those  merciless  murderers  of  children,  and 
devourers  of  man's  flesh,  and  fea,sts  of  blood, 
with  their  priests,  out  of  the  midst  of  their 
idolatrous  crew,  and  the  parents  that  killed 
with  their  own  hands  souls  destitute  of  help." 
(Wisd.  xii.  4—6.) 

6.  That  .M mighty  God  never  permitted,  in 
any  one  instance,  that  such  a  human  sacrifice 
should  actually  be  offered  to  himself  (though 
he  had  a  right  to  have  required  it,  if  he  had 
so  pleased)  under  the  whole  Jewish  dispensa- 
tion, which  yet  was  full  of  many  other  kinds 
of  sacrifices,  and  this  at  a  time  when  mankind 
generally  thought  such  sacrifices  of  the  great- 
est virtue  for  the  procuring  pardon  of  sin  and 
the  divine  favour.  This  the  ancient  records  of 
the  heathen  world  attest.  Take  their  notion 
in  the  words  of  I'hilo  Biblius,"  the  translator 
of  Sanchoniatho: — "  It  was  the  custom  of  the 
ancients,  in  the  greatest  calamities  and  dan- 
gers, for  the  governors  of  the  city  or  nation, 
in  order  to  advert  the  destruction  of  all,  to 
devote  their  beloved  son  to  be  slain,  as  a  price 
of  redemptioii  to  the  punishing  [or  avenging] 
demons;  and  those  so  devoted  were  killed  after 
a  mystical  manner."  This  the  history  of  the 
king  of  Moab  (2  Kings  iii.  27).  when  he  was 
in  great  distress  in  his  war  against  Israel  and 
Juilab,  informs  us  of;  who  then  "  took  his 
eldest  son,  that  should  have  reigned  in  bis 
stead,  and  offered  him  for  a  burnt-offering 
upon  the  city-wall."  This  also  the  Jewisli 
prophet  Micah  (chap.  vi.  6 — 8)  implies,  when 
he  inquires,  "  Wherewith  shall  I  come  before 
the  Lord,  and  bow  myself  before  the  High 
God?  Shall  I  come  before  him  with  burnt- 
offerings,  with  calves  of  a  year  old?  Will  the 
Lord  be  plea:ied  with  thousands  of  rams,  and 
ten  thousands  of  fat  kids  of  the  goats? 
Shall  I  give  my  first-born  for  my  transgres- 
sion, the  fruit  of  my  body  for  the  sin  of  my 
soul?"  No,  certaiidy;  '*  For  he  hath  showed 
thee,  O  man,  what  is  good;  and  what  doth 
the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to  do  justly,  and 
to  love  mercy,  and  to  bumble  thyself  to  walk 
with  thy  God?" 

It  is  true,  God  did  here  try  the  faith  and 
obedience  of  Abraham  to  himself,  wliether 
they  were  as  strong  as  the  Pagans  exhibited 
to  their  demons  or  idols,  yet  did  he  withal 
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take  effectual  care,  and  that  by  a  miraculous 
interposition  also,  to  prevent  the  execution, 
and  provided  himself  a  ram,  as  a  vicarious 
substitute,  to  supply  the  place  of  Isaac  imme- 
diately:— "  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  called 
unto  Abraham,  ami  said,  Abraham,  Abra- 
ham!  and   he    said.   Here    am    I;  —  and    he 

said.  Lay  not  thine  hand  upon  the  lad,  neither 
do  thou  any  thing  unto  him;  for  now  1  know 
that  thou  fearest  God,  seeing  thou  hast  not 
withheld  thy  son,  thine  only  son,  from  me. 
And  Abraham  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  looked, 
and  behold  a  ram  caught  in  a  thicket  by  his 
horns;  and  Abr.iham  went  and  took  the  ram, 
and  offered  him  up  for  a  burnt-offering  in 
the  stead  of  his  son."  (Gen.  xxii.  U  — 13.) 
Thus  though  Jephtha  (Judg.  xi.  36—39) 
has,  by  many,  been  thought  to  have  vowed  to 
offer  up  his  daughter  and  only  child  for  a 
sacrifice,  and  that  as  bound  on  him,  upon  sup- 
position of  his  vow,  by  a  divine  law  (Levit. 
xxvii.  28,  29),  of  which  opinion  I  was  once 
myself;  yet  upon  more  mature  oonsideratioii, 
I  have,  fiir  "sorni-  time,  thought  this  to  be  a  mis- 
take,  and  that  his  vow  extended  only  to  her 
being  devoted  to  serve  God  at  the  tabernacle, 
or  elsewhere,  in  a  state  of  perpetual  virginity; 
and  that  neither  that  law  did  enjoin  any  human 
sacrifices,  nor  do  we  meet  with  any  example 
of  its  execution  in  this  sense  afterwards.  Philo 
never  mentions  any  such  law,  no  more  thaa 
Josephus;  and  when  Josephus  thought  that 
Jephtha  had  made  such  a  vow,  and  executed 
it,  he  is  so  far  from  hinting  at  its  being  done 
in  compliance  with  any  law  of  God,  that  he 
expressly  condemns  him  for  it,  as  having  acted 
contrary  thereto;  or,  in  his  own  words, f  "as 
having  offered  an  oblation  neither  conformable 
to  the  law,  nor  acceptable  to  God,  nor  weigh- 
ing with  himself  what  opinion  the  hearers 
would  have  of  such  a  practice." 

7.  That  Isaac  being  at  this  time,  according 
to  Josephus, {  who  is  herein  justly  followed  by 
Archbishop  Usher,§  no  less  than  twenty-live 
years  of  age,  and  Abraham  being,  by  conse- 
quence, one  hundred  and  twenty-five,  it  is 
not  to  be  supposed  that  Abraham  could  bind 
Isaac,  in  order  to  offer  him  in  sacrifice,  but  by 
his  own  free  consent;  which  free  consent  of 
the  party  who  is  to  suffer,  seems  absolutely 
necessary  in  all  such  cases;  and  which  tree 
consent  St.  Clement,  as  well  as  Josephus,  dis- 
tinctly takes  notice  of  on  this  occasion.  St. 
Clement!  describes  it  thus: — "Isaac,  being 
fully  persuaded  of  what  he  knew  was  to  come, 
cheerfully  jielded  himself  up  for  a  sacrifice." 
And  lor  Josephus.  after  introducing  Abraham 
in  a  pathetic  speech,  laying  before  Isaac  the 
divine  command,  and  exliorting  him  patieii'Jy 
and  joyfully  to  submit  to  it,  he  tfills  us\  that 

+  Aniiq.  b.  v.  ch.  vii.  sect  iOl 

*    A  iitiq    b.  i    cU    li- 

i  Usli,  Ajinal  ad  A.M.atSa 

\l  S.  Cktn.  sect.  31. 

f  Aoliq.  b.  L  cli.  xiiL  sect.  3. 
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*'  Isaac  very  cheerfully  consented;"  and  thtn 
introduces  him  in  a  short,  but  very  pious  an- 
swer, acquiescing  in  the  proposal;  and  adds, 
tbul  **  he  then  immediately,  and  readily,  weiic 
to  the  altar  to  be  sacriticed."  Nor  did  Jeph- 
tba  (Judges  xi.  36,  37)  perform  his  rash  vow, 
whatever  it  were,  till  his  daughter  bad  given 
her  consent  to  it. 

8.  It  appears  to  me  that  Abraham  never 
de^^paired  entirely  of  the  interposition  of 
Providence  for  the  preservation  of  Isaac, 
although  in  obedience  to  the  command  he 
prepared  to  sacritice  blm  to  God.  This  seems 
to  me  intimated  in  Abraham's  words  to  his 
servants,  on  the  third  day,  when  be  was  in 
sight  of  the  mountain  on  which  he  was  to 
offer  his  son  Isaac:  "  We  will  go  and  worship, 
and  we  will  come  again  to  you."  As  also  in 
his  answer  to  his  son,  when  he  inquired, 
*'i3ebold  the  fire  and  the  wood;  but  where 
is  the  lamb  for  a  burnt-offering? — and  Abra- 
ham said.  My  son,  God  will  provide  himself 
a  lamb  for  a  burnt-offering."  (Gen.  xxii. 
o — 7.)  Both  these  passages  look  to  me  some- 
what like  such  an  expectation.     However, 

9.  It  appears  most  evident  that  Abraham, 
and  I  suppose  Isaac  also,  firmly  believed, 
that  if  God  should  permit  Isaac  to  be  actually 
slain  as  a  sacritice,  he  would  certainly  and 
speedily  raise  him  again  from  the  dead. 
This,  to  be  sure,  is  supposed  in  the  words 
already  quoted,  that  both  "  he  and  his  son 
would  go  and  worship,  and  come  again  to 
the  servants;"  and  is  clearly  and  justly  col- 
lected from  this  history  bv  the  author  to  the 
Hebrews  (chap.  xi.  17,  18.  19);  "By  faith 
Abraham,  when  he  was  tried,  offered  up 
Isaac;  and  he  that  had  received  the  promises 
offered  up  his  only-begotten,  of  whom  it  was 
said.  That  in  Isaac  shall  thy  seed  be  called, 
accounting  [or  reasoning]  that  God  was  able 
to  raise  him  from  the  dead."  And  this  rea- 
soning was  at  once  very  obvious  and  wholly 
undeniable,  that  since  God  was  truth  itself, 
and  had  over  and  over  promised  that  he 
would  '*  multiply  Abraham  exceedingly ; 
that  he  should  be  a  father  of  many  nations; 
that  his  name  should  be  no  longer  Abram, 
but  Abraham,  because  a  father  of  many  na- 
tions God  had  made  him,"  &c.;  that  **  Sarai 
his  wife  should  be  called  Sarah ;  that  he 
would  bless  her,  and  give  Abraham  a  son  also 
of  her;"  and  that  "be  would  bless  him;  and 
she  should  become  nations ;  and  kings  of 
people  should  be  of  her,"  &c.  (Gen.  xvii. 
2,  4,  5,  6,  16);  and  that  "in  Isaac  should  his 
seed  be  called"  (Gen.  xxi.  12):  —  and  since 
v\'ithat  it  is  here  supposed  that  Isaac  was  to 
be  slain  as  a  sacritice  before  he  was  married, 
or  had  any  seed,  God  was,  for  certain,  obliged 
by  his  promises,  in  these  circumstances,  to 
raise  Isaac  again  from  tbe  dead ;  and  this 
was  an  eminent  instance  of  tbdtjaith  whereby 
"Abraham    believed    God,    and    it    was    im- 

to  him  for  righteousne5&*'(Gen.  xv^.  Cj, 


viz.  that  if  God  should  permit  Isaac  to  be  sa- 
crificed, he  would  certainly  and  quickly  raise 
him  up  again  from  tbe  dead,  "from  whence 
also  be  received  him  in  a  figure,"  as  tbe 
author  to  tbe  Hebrews  (chap.  xi.  19)  here 
justly  observes. 

lU.  That  the  firm  and  just  foundation  of 
Abraham's  faith  and  assurance  in  God  for 
such  a  resurrection  was  this,  besides  the  gene- 
ral consideration  of  the  divine  veracity,  that 
during  the  whole  time  of  b's  sojourning  iu 
strange  countries,  in  Canaan  and  l^gypt,  ever 
since  be  had  been  called  out  of  Cbaldea  or 
Mesopotamia  at  seventy -tive  years  of  age 
(Gen.  xii.  4),  be  had  bad  constant  experience 
of  a  special,  of  an  over-ruling,  of  a  kind 
and  gracious  Providence  over  bim,  till  hia 
12oth  year,  which,  against  all  human  views, 
had  continually  blessed  him  and  enriched 
him,  and,  in  his  elder  age,  bad  given  him 
first  Ishmael  by  Hagar,  and  afterward  promised 
:  him  Isaac  to  "  spring  from  his  own  body 
now  dead,  and  from  tbe  deadness  of  Sarah's 
womb  (Rom.  iv.  19),  when  she  was  past  age 
(Heb.  xi.  II),  and  when  it  ceased  to  be 
with  Sarah  after  the  maimer  of  women  (Gen, 
xviii.  11),  and  bad  actually  performed  that 
and  every  other  promise,  how  improbable  so- 
ever that  performance  had  appeared,  he  had 
ever  made  to  him,  and  this  during  fifty  en- 
tire years  together;  so  that  although,  at  hia 
first  exit  out  of  Cbaldea  or  Mesopotamia,  he 
mi^ht  have  been  tempted  to  staygtr  at 
such  a  promise  of  God,  through  unbetiej, 
yet  might  he  now,  after  fifty  years*  constant 
experience,  be  justly  strong  in  Jaith,  giving 
glory  to  God,  as  being  fully  persuaded,  thai 
ichat  God  had  promised  (tbe  resurrection  of 
Isaac)  he  was  both  able  and  willing  to  perform. 
(Rom.  iv.  20,  21.) 

11.  That  this  assurance,  therefore,  that 
God,  if  he  permitted  Isaac  to  be  slain,  would 
infallibly  raise  him  again  from  the  dead,  en- 
tirely alters  the  state  of  the  case  of  Abraham's 
sacrificing  Isaac  to  the  true  God,  from  that 
of  all  other  human  sacrifices  whatsoever 
offered  to  false  ones,  all  those  others  being 
done  without  the  least  promise  or  prospect 
of  such  a  resurrection;  and  this  indeed  takes 
away  all  pretence  of  injustice  in  the  divine 
command,  as  well  as  of  all  inhumanity  or 
cruelty  in  Abraham's  obedience  to  it. 

12.  That  upon  tbe  whole,  this  command 
to  Abraham,  and  what  followed  upon  it, 
looks  so  very  like  an  intention  of  God  to 
typify  or  represent  beforehand,  in  Isaac, 
a  beloved  or  only  -  begotten  son,  what  was 
to  happen  long  afterwards  to  the  great  Son 
and  seed  of  Abraham,  the  Me>^siak,  the  be- 
loved and  the  only-btgott^n  of  the  Father 
whv.se  day  Abraham  law  by  faith  belorehand^ 
and  rejvieed  to  see  it.**  (John  viii.  56),  viz 
that     he,    bj    th^     d  terminate     counsel    and 

for-,  know iedge  of  God,  shuuld  be  cntctfied  ana 
&/u^1,    as    a    sacrifice,  and    should    be   rui>td 
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•9<nn  the  third  day  (Acts  iu  22  —  32),  and 
Ihis  at  Jerusalem  also;  and  that  in  the  mean 
time.  God  would  accept  of  the  sacrilices  of 
ram«  and  the  like  animals,  at  the  same  city 
Jeiiisalem,  that  one  cannot  easily  avoid  the 
opplication.  This  seems  the  reason  why 
Abraham  was  obliged  to  go  to  the  land  of 
tloriab,  or  Jerusaleoo,  and  why  it  is  noted  that 
it  was  the  third  day  (Gen.  xxii.  2,  4)  that  he 
came  to  the  place,  which  implies  that  the 
return  back,  after  the  slaying  of  the  sacrifice, 
would  naturally  be  tlie  third  duy  also;  and 
why  this  sacrilice  was  not  thinael  the  san 
after  the  flesh  only,  but  Isaac  the  son  ly  j<ro- 
misc,  the  beloved  son  of  Abraham;  and  why 
Isaac  was  styled  the  only  sor,  or  viUy  l/cyottin 
son  of  Abraham  (Heb.  .\i.  17),  though  he  had 
Ishmael  besides;  and  why  Isaac  himself  was 
t<*  hear  the  wood  on  which  he  wus  to  be  sacri- 
IJced  (Gen.  xxii.  G;  John  xix.  17);  and  why 
the  place  was  no  other  than  the  land  of  Moriah^ 
or  Vision,  i,  c.  most  probably  a  place  where 
the  Shechiiiah  or  Messiah  had  been  seen,  and 
God  by  him  worshipped,  even  before  the  days 
of  Ahrabam,  and  where  lately  lived,  and  per- 
haps now  lived,  Melchisedeck,  the  grand  type 


in  offering  their  children  for  sacrifices  to 
their  idols,  I  answer  by  the  next  considera- 
tion:— 

13.  That  this  objection  is  so  far  from  truth, 
that  God's  public  and  miraculous  prohibition 
of  the  execution  of  this  command  to  Abra- 
ham (which  command  itself  the  Gcnti'ee 
would  not  then  at  all  be  surprised  at,  because 
it  was  so  like  to  their  own  usual  practices),  as 
well  as  God's  substitution  of  a  vicarious  obla- 
tion, seems  to  have  been  the  very  occasion 
of  the  immediate  aholUiitn  of  those  impious 
sacrifices  by  Tethmosis  or  Aniosis,  among  the 
neighbouring  ICgyptiaiis,  and  of  the  substitu- 
tion of  more  inoffensive  ones  there  instead  of 
them.  Take  the  account  of  this  abolition, 
which  we  shall  presently  prove  was  about  the 
time  of  Abraham's  offering  up  his  son  Isaac, 
as  it  is  preserved  by  Porphyry,  from  Manetho, 
the  famous  Egyptian  historian  and  chronolo- 
j?er,  which  is  also  citcsl  from  Porphyry  by 
Kusebius  and  Theodoret:  — "  Amosis,"  says 
Porphyry, t  "abolished  the  lav;  for  slaying  of 
men  at  Heliopolis  in  Egypt,  as  Manetho  bears 
witness  in  his  book  of  Antiijuity  and  Piety. 
They  were  sacrificed  to  Juno,  and  were  e.xa- 


of  the  Messiah  (who  might  then   possibly  be    mined,  as  were  the  pure  calves,  that  were  also 


present  at  the  sacrilice);  and  why  this  sacri- 
fice was  to  be  offered  either  on  the  mountain 
called  afterwards  distinctly  Morinh,  where 
the  temple  stoo<l,  and  where  all  the  Mosaic 
kacrifiees  were  afterwards  to  be  offered,  as 
Josephus*  and  the  gt-ner-ility  suppose,  or  per- 
haps, as  others  suppose,  that  where  the  31es- 
siah  himself  was  to  be  offered, — its  neighbour 
mount  Calvary.  This  seems  also  the  reason 
why  the  ram  was  substituted  as  a  vicarious 
sacrifice  insteail  of  Isaac.  These  circumstances 
seem  to  Qie  very  peculiar  and  extraordinary, 
and  to  render  the  present  hypothesis  extremely 
probable.  Nor  perhaps  did  St.  Clement  mean 
any  thing  else,  when,  in  his  fore-cited  [>assage, 
he  says,  that  "  Isaac  was  fully  persuaded  of 
what  he  knew  was  to  come,"  and  therefore 
"  cheerfully  yielded  himself  up  for  a  sacrifice." 
Nor  indeed  does  that  name  of  this  place, 
Jehovah-Jireh,  which  contijiued  till  the  days 
of  Moses,  and  signified  God  will  see,  or  rather, 
God  willpiocide,  seem  to  be  given  it  by  Abra- 


sealed  with  them:  they  were  .sacrificed  three 
in  a  day.  In  whose  stead  Amosis  commanded 
that  men  of  wax,  of  the  same  number,  should 
be  suhstitLted." 

Now  I  have  lately  shown  that  these  Egyp- 
tians had  Abraham  in  great  veneration,  and 
tbatalllhe  vei^dum  of  those  Eyyptians.in  which 
ilufes  was  afterwards  learned,  was  derived 
from  no  other  than  from  Abraham.  Now  it 
appears  evidently  by  the  fore-cited  passage, 
that  the  first  abolition  of  these  human  sacri- 
fices, and  the  substitution  of  waxen  images  in 
their  stead,  anil  particularly  at  Heliopolis,  in 
the  north-east  part  of  Egypt,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Beersheba,  in  the  south  of  Poles- 
tine,  where  Abrahacn  now  lived,  at  the 
distance  of  about  a  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
only,  was  in  the  days,  and  by  the  order  of 
Tethmosis  or  Amosis,  who  was  the  first  of 
the  Egyptian  kings,  after  the  expulsion  of  the 
Phajniciaji  shepherds.  Now  therefore  we  are 
to  inquire  when    this   Tethmosis  or  Amosis 


ham,   on  any  other  account,  than   that  God    lived,  and  compare  his  time  with  the  time  of 


would  there,  in  the  fulness  of  time,  provide 
himself  a  lamb  (that  Lamb  of  God,  John  i.  29, 
which  was  to  take  awatf  the  sin  of  tlie  world) 
for  a  burnt-offeriny. 

But  now,  if  after  all  it  be  objected,  that 
how  pecuhar  and  how  typical  soever  the  cir- 
cumstances of  Abraham  and  Isaac  might  be 
in  themselves,  of  which  the  heatheiis  about 
them  could  have  little  notion,  yet  such  a 
divine  command  to  Abraham  for  slaying  his 
beloved  son  Isaac,  must  however  he  of  very 
ill  example  to  the  Geutile  worlcj,  and  that 
it  probably  did  either  first  occasion,  or  at 
Icaiit  greatly  encourage,  their  wicked  practices, 
4.<iJ      ,.^    _  •  Aniiq.  b.  i.  cli.  xiii.  sect  ».  ..uji^ 


the  sacrifice  of  Isaac.  Now,  if  we  look  into 
my  Chronological  Table,  published  A.  D.  1721, 
we  shall  fiud  that  the  hundred  and  twenty- 
filth  year  of  Abraham,  or,  which  is  all  one, 
the  twenty-fifth  year  of  Isaac,  falls  into 
A.  M.  2573,  or  into  the  thirteenth  year  of  Teth- 
mosis or  Amosis,  which  is  the  very  middle  of 
his  twenty-five  years'  reign;  so  that  this  abo- 
litiou  of  human  sacrifices  in  Egypt,  and  sub- 
stitution of  others  in  their  room,  seems  to  have 
been  occasioned  by  the  solemn  prohibitiou 
of  such  a  sacrifice  in  the  case  of  Abraham, 
and  by  the  following  substitution  of  a  ram 
in  its  stead:  which  account  of  this  matter  not 
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only  takes  away  the  proondless  suspicions  of  dirert  occasion  of  putting  a  stop  to  the  bM- 
tte  modems,  but  sbow-s  the  great  seasonahle-  barity  of  the  Egyptians  in  otfering  humm 
ncss  of  the  divine  prohibition  of  the  execution  sairitices,  and  that  for  many,  if  not  for  all 
Qt'  thU  command  to  Abraham,  as  probably  the  [  generations  afterwards. 


DISSERTATION  III. 


TACITUS'S  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  ORIGIN  OF  THE  JEWISH  NATION,  AND 
OF  THE  PARTICULARS  OF  THE  LAST  JEWISH  WAR;  THAT  THE 
FORMER  WAS  PROBABLY  WRITTEN  IN  OPPOSITION  TO  JOSE- 
PHUSS  ANTIQUITIES,  AND  THAT  THE  LATTER  WAS  FOR  CER- 
TAIN  ALMOST  ALL  DIRECTLY  TAKEN  FROM  JOSEPHUS'S  HISTORY 
OF   THE  JEWISH   WAR. 


SiNXE  Tacitus,  the  fiimous  Roman  historian. 
has  written  more  liirpely  mid  professedlv 
about  the  origin  of  the  Jewish  nation,  about 
the  chorogrdpby  of  Judea,  and  the  last  Jewish 
war  under  Cestius,  Vespasian,  and  Titus,  than 
any  other  old  Roman  historian :  and  since 
both  Josephus  and  Tacitus  were  in  favour 
with  the  same  Roman  emperors, — Vespasian, 
Titus,  and  Domitian;  and  since  Tacitus  was 
an  eminent  pleader  and  writer  of  history  at 
Rome  during  the  time,  or  not  long  after,  our 
Josephus  had  been  there  stud)ing  the  Greek 
language,  reading  the  Greek  books,  and 
writing  his  own  works  in  the  same  Greek  Ian- 
guage,  which  language  was  almost  univer- 
sally known  at  Rome  in  that  age;  and  since 
therefore  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  suppose 
that  Tacitus  could  be  unacquainted  with  the 
writings  of  Josephus,  it  cannot  but  be  highly 
proper  to  compare  their  accounts  of  Judea,  of 
the  Jews,  and  Jewish  atluirs,  together.  Nor  is 
it  other  than  a  very  surprising  paradox  to  me, 
how  it  has  been  possible  for  learned  men, 
particularly  for  the  several  learned  editors  of 
Josephus  and  Tacitus,  to  be  so  very  silent 
about  this  matter  as  they  have  hitherto  been, 
especially  when  not  only  the  correspond<;nce 
ot  the  authors  as  to  time  and  place,  but  the 
likeness  of  the  subject  matter  and  circum- 
stances, is  so  often  so  very  remarkable:  nav, 
indeed,  since  many  of  the  particular  facts  be- 
longed peculiarly  to  the  region  of  Judea,  and 
to  the  Jewish  nation,  and  are  such  as  could 
hardly  be  taken  by  foreigner  from  any  other 
^nthor  than  from  our  Jo^pbus, — this  strange 
filerre  is  almost  unaccountable,  if  not  inex- 
cusable. The  t\vo  f)nly  other  writers  \\  horn  we 
know  of,  from  whom  Jew^i  iifTairs  might  be 
supposed  to  be  taken  by  Tacitus,  who  never 
appears  to  have  been  in  Judea  himself,  are 
Justus  of  Tiberias,  a  Jewish  historian,  contem- 


porary with  Josephus,  stkI  one  Antonius  Julia- 
nus,  once  mentioned  by  Minutius  Feli.x,  in  hi» 
Oclavius  (sect.  33),  as  having  written  on  the 
same  subject  with  Joscphtis,  and  both  alreadv 
mentioned  by  me  on  another  occasion  (Dis- 
sert. I.)  As  to  Justus  of  Tiberias,  he  could 
not  be  the  historian  whence  Tacilus  took  his 
Jewish  affairs;  because,  as  we  have  seen  in 
the  place  just  cited,  the  principal  passage  in 
Tacitus  of  that  nature,  concerning  Christ  and 
his  sufferings,  under  the  emperor  Tiberius, 
and  by  his  procurator  Pontius  Pilate,  was  not 
there,  as  we  know  from  the  testimony  of  Pho- 
tius  (Cod.  xjtx);  —  and  as  to  Antonius  Juli- 
anus,  his  very  name  shows  him  to  have  been 
not  a  Jew,  but  a  Roman.  He  is  never  men- 
tioned by  Josephus;  and  so  probably  knenr 
no  more  of  the  country  or  affairs  of  Judea 
than  Tacitus  himself.  He  was,  I  suppose, 
rather  an  epitomizer  of  Josephus,  and  not  so 
early  as  Tacitus,  than  an  original  historian 
himself  before  him.  Nor  eould  so  exact  a 
writer  as  Tacitus  ever  take  up  with  such  poor 
and  almost  unknown  historians  as  these  were 
while  Josephus's  seven  books  of  the  Jewish 
War  were  then  so  common  ;  were  in  such 
great  reputation  at  Rome;  were  attested  te, 
and  recommended,  by  Vespasian  and  Titus, 
the  emperors,  by  king  Agrippa,  and  king 
Archelaus,  and  Herod  king  of  Chalcis;  and 
he  was  there  honoured  with  a  statue;  and 
these  his  books  were  reposited  in  the  public 
library  at  Rome,  as  we  know  from  Josephua 
himself,  from  Eusebius,  and  Jerome,  while  we 
never  hear  of  any  other  history  of  the  Jews 
that  had  then  and  there  any  such  attestations 
or  recommenilations.  Socue  things  indeed 
Tacitus  might  take  from  the  Ronian  records 
of  this  war.  I  mean  from  the  Cumuieutaries 
of  Vespasian,  which  are  mentioned  by  Jose* 
pbus  himself,   in    bis   own    Lite   l,s»-ct.  t>a^ 
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nnd  some  others  from  the  relations  of  Roman 
people,  whcro  the  affairs  of  Rome  were  con- 
cerned: as  also  other  affairs  mipbt  be  remem- 
lirreii  l>y  old  olliccrs  and  soldiers  that  had  been 
in  the  Jewish  war.  Accordingly  I  still  suppose 
tout  Tacitus  had  some  part  of  his  information 
xa-^e  ways,  and  particularly  where  he  a  little 
differs  from  or  makes  additions  to  Josephus: 
but  then  as  this  will  all  reach  no  farther  than 
three  or  four  rears  during  this  war,  so  will  it 
bv  no  means  account  for  that  abridgment  of 
the  geography  of  the  country,  and  entire 
series  of  the  princip.il  facts  of  history  thereto 
rektinir,  xvhich  are  in  Tacitus,  fro(n  the  days 
of  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  two  hundred  and 
forty  years  before  that  war,  with  which  Anti- 
ochus both  Josepbus  and  Tacitus  begin  their 
distinct  histories  of  the  Jews,  preparatory  to 
the  history  of  this  last  war.  Nor  could  Taci- 
tus take  the  greatest  part  of  those  earher 
fjcts  belonging  to  the  Jewish  nation  from  the 
days  of  Jloses,  or  to  Christ  and  the  Christians 
in  the  days  of  Tiberius,  from  Roman  authors; 
of  which  Jewish  and  Christian  affairs  those 
authors  had  usually  very  Uttle  knowledge,  and 
which  the  heathen  generally  did  grossly  per- 
vert and  shamefully  falsify;  and  this  is  so 
true  as  to  Tacit  us's  own  accounts  of  the  ori- 
j:in  of  the  Jewi?.h  nation,  that  the  reader  may 
almost  take  it  for  a  constant  rule,  that  when 
Tacitus  contradicts  Josephus's  Jewish  Anti- 
r]uities,  he  either  tells  direct  falsehoods,  or 
trnths  so  miserably  disguised  as  renders  them 
little  better  than  falsehoods,  and  hardly  ever 
lif^hu  upon  any  thing  relating  to  them  that  | 
is  true  and  solid,  but  when  the  same  is  in 
those  Antiquities  at  this  day: — of  which  | 
matters  mure  v\  ill  be  said  in  the  notes  on  this 
history  immediately  following. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  JEWS. 

BOOK  V.  CHAP.  II. 

Since  we  are  now  going  to  relate  the  final 
period  of  this  famous  city  [Jerusalem],  it 
seems  proper  to  give  an  account  of  its  origi- 
nal.*—  The  tradition  is,  that  the  Jews  ran 
away  from  the  island  of  Crete,  and  settled 
themselves  on  the  coast  of  Libya,  and  this  at 
the  time  when  Saturn  was  driven  out  of  his 
kingdom  by  the  power  of  Jupiter:  an  argu- 
ment for  it  is  firtched  from  their  name.  The 
niouiitaii)  Ida  is  famous  in  Crete;  and  the 
neighbouring  inhabitants  are  named  Jdtei, 
which,  with  a  barbarous  augment,  becomes 
the  name  uf  Judai  [Jews].  Some  say  they 
were  a  people  that  were  very  numerous  in 
Egypt,  under  the  reign  of  Isis;  and  that  the 
£g> ptians   got    free    from    that    burden,    by 

»  Most  of  these  stories  are  so  eotirelf  eroundless,  and 
so  c.mtni  ttctir*  In  one  another,  tlial  tlit-y  d.)  in.i  dr^rvt- 
R  strums  Ciiifiitilit'n.  It  IS  str.mee  Tacitus  ci>mM  jjrr- 
•uade  biiuseit  itius  cnitlel)  to  set  them  dowa. 


sending  thera  into  the  adjacent  countries,  under 
their  captains  Hierosolymus  and  Judas.  The  : 
greatest  part  say  they  were  those  Ethiopians 
whom  fear  and  hatred  obliged  to  change  their 
hiibitat!ons,inthereignofkitigCepheus.''  There 
are  those  who  report  that  they  were  Assyrians, 
who,  wanting  lands,  got  together,  and  obtained  . 
part  of  Egypt,  and  soon  afterward  settled 
themselves  in  cities  of  their  own,  in  the  land 
of  the  Hebrews,  and  the  parts  of  Syria  that 
lay  nearest  to  them.'  Others  pretend  their 
origin  to  be  more  eminent,  and  that  the 
Solyiui,  a  people  celebrated  in  Homer's  poems, 
were  the  founders  of  this  nation,  and  gave 
this  their  own  name  Hierosolyina  to  the  city 
which  they  built  there.'' 

Chap.  HI.]  Many  authors  agree,  that 
when  once  an  itifectious  distemper  was  arisen 
in  Egypt,  and  made  men's  bodies  impure, 
Bocchoris,  their  king,  went  to  the  oracle  of 
[Jupiter]  Hamtnon,  and  begged  he  would 
grant  him  some  relief  against  this  evil,  and 
that  he  was  enjniiied  to  purge  his  nation  of 
thera,  and  to  banish  this  kind  of  men  into 
other  countries,  as  hateful  to  the  gods.''  That 
when  he  bad  sought  for,  and  gotten  them  all 
together,  they  were  left  in  a  vast  desert:  that 
hereupon  the  rest  devoted  themselves  to  weep- 
ing and  inactivity;  but  one  of  those  exiles, 
Moses  by  name,  advised  them  to  look  for  no 
assistance  from  any  of  the  gods,  or  trom  any 
of  mankind,  since  they  had  been  abandoned  by 
both,  but  'uade  them  believe  in  him,  as  in  a 
celestial  I^ader,^  by  whose  help  they  had 
already  gotten  clear  of  their  present  miseries. 
They  agreed  to  it ;  and  though  they  were  unac- 
quainted with  every  thing,  they  began  their 
journey  at  random;  but  nothing  tired  theio 
so  much  as  the  want  of  water;  and  now  ttiey 
laid  themselves  down  on  the  grouud  to  a  great 
extent,  as  just  ready  to  perish,  when  a  herd 
of  wild  asses  came  from  feeding,  and  went 
to  a  rock  overshadowed  by  a  grove  ol  trees. 
Mose^  followed  them,  as  conjecturing  that 
there  was  [thereabouts]  some  grassy  soil,  and 
so  he  opened  large  sources  of  water  lor. 
them.'  That  was  an  ease  to  them;  and  when 
they  had  journeyed   continually   six'  entire^ 

t>  One  would  wonder  how  Tacitus,  or  any  heatiien, 
could  Mi|.p.ise  the  Afritun  KHii.jpians  under  Cepiit-u.s 
who  are  linuwn  to  be  blut-ks,  conld  be  the  pareuls  u*  luo 
?ews,  who  are  known  to  be  whites. 

=  'i'his  acronat  comes  nearest  the  tmtb,  and  tnis 
Tacitus  mi^lit  bave  from  Josepbus,  only  disRuiaed  by 
bimftelt. 

•1  I'liis  Tacitus  might  have  out  of  Josephus,  Antiq. 
b.  Tii  ch.  iii  sect.  2. 

•  Strange  duclrttie  tojosephus;  who  truly  obsrr-~s  tm 
tbis  occasion,  Ih  .1  ti.e  eods  are  an;:f>,  nut  at  Itudi  >  ini per- 
fections, bin  at  wict.e*il  practie>  s.     -Apion,  n.  i  sect.  -3. 

'  This  believing  in  \lo^^is  in  a  rrlestiil  u  tjiiert 
seems  a  blind  coniessi^^^^Plitus  that  ^loaes  pro'-- >M:d 
M  bav.   his  l;,ws  iiu>^^^^ 

c  T1ii>  looks  al"0  ^F^  plain  cimlrssion  ot  1  .-^.Itus, 
1',at  Mi.M's  bfoUi^l't^^Blews  water  out  ol  a  ri>ck  in  luteal 
>[  ent\,  v%  inch  be  m^^Biave  trom  Jo^phus,  Aoliq.  b.iii. 
fh.  i.  sect.  7.  W^ 

I"  stranqe  indeed.'  tti.»l  ht>i,iioo  men  should  traTol 
ab  «e  iOO  miles,  uver  flie  deseils  of  Arabia,  la  six  days, 
aud  conquer  Judea  on  the  seventb. 
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dap,  on  the  seventh  day  they  drove  out  the 
inhabitants,  and  ohtained  those  land?  wherein 
their  city  and  temple  were  dedicated. 

Chap.  IV.]  A?  fur  Moses,  in  order  to  se- 
cure the  nation  (irmly  to  himself,  he  ordained 
new  rites,  and  such  as  were  contrary  to  those 
o/^otner  men.  AH  things  are  with  ihem  pro- 
fane which  with  us  are  sacred :  and,  again, 
those  practices  are  allowed  among  thera  which 
are  by  us  esteemed  most  abominable.* 

They  place  the  image  of  that  aninoal  in 
their  most  holy  place,  by  whose  indication  it 
was  that  they  bad  escaped  their  wandering 
coudilion  and  their  thirst> 

They  sacrifice  rams  by  way  of  reproach  to 
[Jupiter]  Hammon.  An  ox  is  aUo  sacrificed, 
which  the  Egyptians  worship  under  the  name 
of  Api^.^ 

They  abstain  from  swine's  flesh,  as  a  me- 
morial of  that  miserable  destruction  which  the 
mange,  to  which  that  creature  is  liable, 
brought  on  them,  aod  with  which  they  had 
been  defiled." 

That  they  bad  endured  a  long  famine 
they  attest  still  by  their  frequent  fastings:'' 
and  that  they  stole  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  we 
have  an  argument  from  the  bread  of  the 
Jews',  which  is  unleavened.* 

It  is  generally  supposed  that  they  rest  on 
the  seventh  day;P  because  that  day  gave  them 
[the  first]  rest  from  tlieir  labours.  Besides 
which,  they  are  idle  on  every  seventh  year,"! 
TS  being  pleat'ed  with  a  lazy  life.  Others  say 
that  they  do  honour  thereby  to  Saturn;'  or 
perhaps  the  Idu^i  gave  them  this  part  of  their 
religion,  who  [as  we  said  above]  were  expell- 
ed, together  with  Saturn,  and  who,  as  we 
have  been  informed,  were  the  founders  of  this 
nation;  or  else  it  was  because  the  star  Saturn 
moves  in  the  highest  orb,  and  of  the  seven 
planets  exerts  the  principal  part  of  that  energy 

t  'I'his  is  Dot  true  in  gporral,  but  only  so  far,  that  the 
Israelites  were  by  circuniri>ton  and  olhrr  rites  to  be 
kept  separate  from  Ibc  wu:ked  and  idolatrous  qaUuDS 
abuiit  tliein. 

'  'I  his  strani^  story  contradicts  what  the  same  Taci- 
tus u'iji  tell  us  presently.  Hiat  when  I'orapey  went  into 
tbe  bul)  of  hulies  be  luuod  do  image  there. 

>  Tbt^^e  arc  uuly  i^ui-tkAcs  of  Tacitus,  or  of  his  beatheo 
authors  hui  no  more. 

•■  ^uch  roemurials  of  what  must  have  been  Ter>*  re- 
pnwcblut,  are  strancrrs  to  the  rest  of  mankiod,  and 
uitliubt  ary  probabiltiy. 

■>  I  lie  Jews  bad  but  one  solemn  ^t  of  old  in  t>»e 
whole  >ear, —  the  *;rral  day  of  expiaUuo.  * 

o  Uitleavened  bri-ad  was  only  u^ed  at  the  Passover. 

P  li  is  ?er)  strange  that  Tjchus  bKouM  noi  know  or 
conless  that  the  Jews'  setenlh  day  and  sermth  year  ot 
re*l  were  lu  memory  of  the  sevenlb  or  ftabbilh  day's 
rot,  uUrr  the  ^ix  days  of  crealiun.  tvery  Jew,  ae  well 
a5  fvrry  ChristiiO),  could  have  iulornied  him  ot  those 
matters. 

•*  A  slrani^e  byp^^tbesia  of  tbe  ofipin  of  tbe  Sabbatic 
year,  and    withwul  all   KQfl^JuUD<1atiun.      Tanlus  pto- 


^  ytar  oj  Jutilet;  so 


baoiv  tiiul  nrrer  beard  cl 

lie  Sii>s  niitliin^:  ,^^^ 

'  As  if  tin-  Jews  111  tbe  days  o^Boses,  or  long  before, 
knew  that  the  dreeks  and  liun^K^  WMUId  lunkT  afier- 
ward  call  the  fievrnih  day  ol  t^^Beek  Sat^im'n  day 
wfticti  l)iu  ubserves  was  nui  s>>  Wd  in  old  titn<-j  and 
it  i6  a  qurMlun,  wbelhrr,  btlme  the  Jews  fell  into  ido' 
la:ry,  tney  ever  heard  ul  sucb  a  alf^  '  {jud  aa  >aturi' 
Amo*  T.  '^i  Acts  vit.  4JL 


whereby  mankind  are  goremed;  and  indeed 
the  most  of  the  heavenly  bodies  exert  their 
power  and  perform  their  courses  according 
to  the  number  Seven.* 

Chap.  V.]  These  writes,  by  what  onanner 
soever  they  were  first  begun,  are  supported 
by  their  antiquity.*  The  rest  of  their  institu- 
tions are  awkward,"  impure,  and  got  ground 
by  their  pravily ;  for  every  vile  fellow,  des- 
pising the  rites  of  his  forefathers,  brought 
thither  their  tribute  and  contributions,  by 
which  means  the  Jewish  commonwealth  was 
augmented;  and  because  among  themselvea 
there  is  an  unalterable  fidelity  and  kindness 
always  ready  at  hand,  but  bitter  enmity  to- 
wards all  others;*  they  are  a  people  separated 
from  all  others  in  their  food  and  in  their 
beds;  though  they  be  the  lewdest  nation 
upon  earth,  yet  will  they  not  corrupt  foreign 
women,^  though  nothing  be  esteemed  unlaw- 
ful among  themselves.' 

They  have  ordained  circumcision  of  the 
part  used  in  generation,  that  they  may  there- 
by be  distinguished  from  other  people.  The 
proselytes  to  their  religion  have  the  same 
usage.' 

They  are  taught  nothing  sooner  than  to 
despise  the  gods,  to  renounce  their  country, 
I  and  to  have  their  parents,  children,  and  bre- 
I  thren  in  tbe  utmost  contempt;^  but  still  they 
take  care  to  increase  and  multiply,  for  it  i& 
esteemed  t|Cterly  unlawful  to  kill  any  of  theii 
children. 

They  all  look  on  the  souls  of  those  that 

(die  in  battle,  or  are  put  to  death  for  their 
crimes,  as  eternal.  Hence  comes  their  love 
of  posterity  and  contempt  of  death. 
I  They  derive  their  custom  of  burying,* 
instead  of  burning  their  dead,  from  the  Kgyp- 
lians;  they  have  also  the  same  care  of  the 
dead  with  them,  and  the  same  persuasion 
about  the  invisible  world  below;  but  of  the 
gods  above,  their  opinion  is  contrary  to  theirs. 
The  Egyptians  worship  abuodaDce  of  animals, 
and  images  of  various  sorts. 

*  That  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars  rale  OTer  tbe  affiiirs 
of  mankind,  was  :i  liealben.  and  not  a  Jvwitb  noliou; 
neitlier  Jews  nor  Chnsiians  were  permitted  to  deul  in 
astrology,  thouch  I'scitus  seems  lo  have  been  deep  ii,  it. 

t  'I  litsacknuuledffoient  ol  tbe  antiquity  of  Muses,  and 
of  bis  Jewish  seiilement,  was  wbat  the  beatben  caied 
not  always  to  own. 

■■  VVh.it  these  pretended  awkward  and  impure  inititu- 
lioDs  were,  Jacitusdues  not  inform  us. 

» Josephus  shows  tbe  cunuary,  as  lo  tbe  laws  of 
Moses,  Apion,  b.  ii.  sect,  it 

1  A  hit;  b,  and,  1  duubt.a  lalsecq^mendatioD  of  the  Jews. 

*  An  eDlirely  false  cbanicler,  and  contrary  to  their 
many  laws  against  uocJeanuess.  bee  Josephus,  Anliq. 
i  lii  ch.  xi.  sect.  li. 

*  I  be  proselytes  of  justice  ooly,  not  the  proselytes  of 
I  he  nale. 

*  How  does  this  agree  with  that  nnalterable  fidelity 
^nd    kindness    which     Tacitus   told    us    ttie    Jews    r>ad 

owards  one  another  i* — unless  be  only  means  that  they 
^irelerred    ibe   divine    comn'ands    before    their    ueaiest 

elaiions,  wliicb    is  tbe  highest  degree  ol  Jewish  and 
t.  hiisiian  piety. 

c  Tills  custom  is  at  least  as  old  among  tbe  flebrpws 
as  the  daysol  Abtabatn  and  the  raVc  vt  ftlachphela,  lung 
uelfie  the  Isrteliies  went  into  LgypL     bea.  auu.  1 — 
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The  Jews  have  no  notion  of  any  more  than 
one  Divine  Being;''  and  that  known  only  by 
the  mind.  They  esteem  such  to  be  profane 
who  frame  images  of  gods  out  of  periahalile 
matter,  and  in  the  shape  of  men;  that  this 
Being  is  supreme  and  eternal,  immutable 
and  unperishable,  is  their  doctrine.  Accord- 
ingly,  they  have  no  images  in  their  cities, 
much  less  in  their  temples:  they  never  grant 
this  piece  of  tiattery  tu  kings,  or  this  kind  of 
honour  to  emperors."  liai  because  their 
priests,  when  they  play  on  the  pipe  and  the 
timbrels,  wear  ivy  round  tlieir  head,  and  a 
goMeu  viue  has  been  found  in  their  tem- 
ple,' some  have  thought  that  tiiey  worshipped 
our  father  Bacchus,  the  conqueror  of  tlie 
East;  whereas  the  ceremonies  of  the  Jews  do 
not  at  all  agree  with  those  of  Bacchus,  for  he 
appointed  rites  that  were  of  a  jovial  nature, 
and  lit  tor  festivals,  while  the  practices  of  the 
Jews  are  absurd  and  sordid. 

Chap.  VL]  The  liinita  of  Judea  easterly 
are  bounded  by  Arabia;  Egypt  lies  on  the 
south;  on  the  west  are  PlKenicia  and  the 
[Great]  Sea.  They  have  a  prospect  of  Syria 
on  their  north  quarter,  as  at  some  distiuice 
from  them.' 

The  bodies  of  the  men  are  healthy,  and 
such  as  will  bear  great  labours. 

They  have  not  many  showers  of  rain;  their 
soil  is  very  fruitful;  the  produce  of  theix 
land  is  like  ours,  in  great  plenty.^ 

They  have  also,  besides  ours,  two  trees  pecu- 
liar to  themselves,  the  baf>am-tree  and  the 
palm-tree.  Their  groves  of  palms  are  tall 
ami  beautifuL  The  balsaui-tree  is  nut  very 
large.  As  soon  as  any  branch  is  swelled, 
the  veins  quake  as  for  fear,  if  you  bring  an 
iron  knife  to  cut  them.  They  are  to  be 
opened  with  the  broken  piece  of  a  stone,  or 
uilh  the  shell  of  a  fish.  The  juice  is  useful 
in  physic. 

Libanus  is  their  principal  mountain,  and 
is  very  high;  and  yel,  what  is  very  strange 
to  be  related,  it  is  always  shallowed  with  trees, 
and  never  free  from  snow.  The  same  moun- 
tain supplies  the  river  Jordan  with  water, 
and  affords  it  its  fountains  also.     Nor  is  this 

*  The«c  are  vfry  valuable  c<in<eS!"ions  which  Tai-tlus 
here  makes  as  lo  Ihe  unspotted  piety  of  the  Jewish 
Datiun,  in  ttie  waiship  of  one  intiiiite  invisible  Uoil,  and 
ahsulnte  rejerti.ui  of  all  iduluiry,  and  of  alt  vvoi3lii|)  of 
ioiaues:  nay,  «f  the  imace  of  Ihe  em^ieror  CaiuB  bimself. 
or  of  alloriliu;;  it  a  place  in  their  temple. 

*  All  these  coiicessii^s  were  to  be  learned  from  Jose- 
phufl,  and  almost  only  from  hitn,-  oat  of  whom,  there- 
lore,  I  roncliide  Tacitus  toojc  the  hoest  pari  of  his  cha- 
racter of  the  Jews, 

'  This  particular  fact,  that  there  was  a  golden  vine  in 
Ihe  front  of  Ihe  Jewish  temple,  was,  in  all  prubability, 
taken  by  Tacitus  out  of  Josepbus;  but  as  the  Jewish 
priests  were  never  adorned  with  ivy,  the  siijnal  of  Bac- 
ehus,— how  Tacitus  came  to  imagine  this  1  cannot  tell. 

«  ^ee  the  chorography  of  Judea  in  J.pst-phus,  Of  the 
War,  h  iiLch.  111.  whence  most  probably  I'acitus  framed 
(hu  stiort  abndicmeot  of  it  It  comes  in  both  autliors 
•fllurahy  before  Vespasian's  lirst  campaign. 

*  The  latter  branch  ol  this,  Tacitus  might  have  from 
JoiM'phus  (Of  the  War,  b.  iii.  ch.  iii.  sect.  '2,  3.  4);  the 
•loer  IS  aol  la  the  present  copies. 


Jordan  carried  into  the  sea:  it  passes  through 
one  and  a  second  lake  undiminished;  but  t 
is  stopped  by  the  third.' 

This  third  lake  is  vastly  great  in  circum- 
ference, as  if  it  were  a  sea.'  It  is  of  an  ill 
taste;  and  is  pernicious  to  the  adjoining  infia- 
bitants  by  its  strong  smell.  The  wind  niscj 
no  waves  there,  nor  will  it  maintain  eithc 
tishes  or  such  birds  as  use  the  water.  Tb 
reason  is  uncertain,  but  the  fact  is  thus,  tba 
bodies  cast  into  it  are  borne  up  as  by  sccre- 
what  solid.  Those  who  can,  and  those  who 
cannot  swim,  are  equally  borne  up  by 
it.'  At  a  certain  time  of  the  year"  it  casts 
out  bitumen;  the  manner  of  gathering  it, 
like  other  arts,  has  been  taught  by  experience. 
The  liquor  is  of  its  own  nature,  of  a  black 
colour;  and,  if  you  pour  vinegar  upon  it,  it 
clings  together,  and  swims  on  the  top.  Those 
whose  business  it  is,  take  it  in  their  hands, 
and  pull  it  into  the  upper  parts  of  the  ship, 
after  which  it  follows,  without  farther  attrac- 
tion, and  tills  the  ship  full,  till  you  cut  it  off,  nor 
can  you  cut  it  off  either  w  ith  a  brass  ur  an  iron 
instrument;  but  it  cannot  bear  the  touch  of 
blood,  or  of  a  cloth  wet  with  the  menstrual 
purgations  of  women,  as  the  ancitiit  authors 
say;  but  those  that  are  acquainted  uith  the 
place  assure  us  that  these  waves  of  bitumen 
are  driven  along,  and  by  the  band  drawti  to 
the  shore,  and  that  when  they  are  dried  by  the 
warm  steams  from  the  earth,  and  the  force 
of  the  sun,  they  are  cut  in  pieces  with  axes 
and  wedges,  as  timber  and  stones  are  cut  in 
pieces. 

Ch.\p.  VII.]  Not  far  from  this  lake  are 
those  plains,  which  are  related  to  have  been  ol 
old  fertile,  and  to  have  had  many  cities"  fuIJ 
of  people,  but  to  have  been  burnt  up  by  a 
stroke  of  lightning:  it  is  also  said  that  the 
footsteps  of  that  destruction  still  remain;  anil 
that  the  earth  itself  appears  as  burnt  earth, 
and  has  lust  its  natural  fertility;  and  that  a- 
an  argument  thereof,  all  the  plants  that  gro« 
of  their  own  accord,  or  are  planted  by  the 
hand,  whether  they  arrive  at  the  degree  of  an 
herb,  or  of  a  flower,  ur  at  complete  niatni'ity, 
become  black  anti  empty,  and,  as  it  were, 
vanish  into  ashes.  As  for  myself,  as  I 
am   willing  to  allow  that  these  once  famous 

'  These  accounts  of  Jordan,  of  Ihe  fountains  derived 
from  mount  Libanus,  and  of  Ihe  Iv^  lakes  it  runs  through, 
and  its  stoppage  by  the  third,  are  exactly  agreeable  to 
Josephiis,  IJf  the  War,  b.  ill.  ch    x.  sect.  7,  H. 

k  No  less  than  five  hundred  and  eighty  furlongs  long, 
and  one  hundred  and  filly  broad,  in  Josephus,  Of  ths 
War,  h.  V.  ch.  viii.  sect  4. 

I  Mrabo  says,  that  a  man  could  not  sink  into  tiM 
water  of  this  lake  so  deep  as  Ihe  navel. 

■»  Josephu^  never  says  that  this  bitumen  was  cait  up. 
at  a  certain  lime  of  the  yM^  only;  and  Strabo  say»  the 
direct  contrary;  but  ^iriyagrees  with  Tacitus. 

■)  This  is  exactly  according  to  Josephus,  and  mnst 
have  been  taken  Irom  him  in  the  place  lore-cued  (  and 
that,  particularly,  Ijgcause  il  i^  peculiar  to  him,  so  lar  aa 
I  know,  in  all  anci4uiiy.  The  resl  thought  the  citin 
were  in  Ihe  very  same  place  where  now  tbe  lake  isi  buA 
.losephus  and  Tacitus  say  they  were  m  its  neighbowp- 
Uood  only;  wbich  is  Mr.  Kelaad's  opiaiou  aJsa 
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cities  were  burnt  by  fire  from  heaven,  so 
rt'ould  I  suppose  that  the  earth  is  infected 
with  the  vapour  of  the  lake,  and  the  spirit 
[or  air]  that  is  over  it  thereby  corrupted, 
and  that  by  this  means  the  fruits  of  the 
earth,  both  corn  and  grapes,  rot  away,  both 
the  soil  and  the  air  being  equally  unwhole- 
some. 

The  river  Bel  us  does  also  run  into  the  sea 
of  Judea;  and  the  sands  that  are  collected 
about  its  mouth,  when  you  mix  nitre  with 
thera,  are  melted  into  glass:  this  sort  of 
shore  is  but  small,  but  its  sand,  for  the  use 
of  those  that  carry  it  off,  is  inexhaustible. 

Chap.  VIII.]  A  great  part  of  Judea  is 
composed  of  scattered  villages;  it  also  has 
larger  towns;  Jerusalem  is  the  capital  city  of 
the  whole  nation.  In  that  city  there  was  a 
temple  of  immense  wealth;  in  the  first  parts 
that  are  fortitied  is  the  city  itself;  next  it  the 
royal  palace.  The  temple  is  enclosed  in  its 
most  inward  recesses.  A  Jew  can  come  no 
farther  than  the  gates;  all  but  the  priests  are 
excluded  by  their  threshold.  While  the  Bjist 
■.vas  under  the  dominion  of  the  Assyrians, 
the  Medes,  and  the  Persians,  the  Jews  were 
of  all  slaves  the  most  despicable." 

After  the  dominion  ••  of  the  Macedonians 
prevailed,  ting  Antiochus  tried  to  conquer 
their  superstition,  and  to  introduce  the  cus- 
toms of  the  Greeks;  but  he  was  disappointed 
of  his  design,  which  was  to  give  this  most 
profligate  nation  a  change  for  the  better  ;  and 
that  was  by  his  war  with  the  Parthians,  for 
at  this  time  Arsaces  had  fallen  oflf  [from  the 
Macedonians].  Then  it  was  that  the  Jews 
set  kings  over  them,  because  the  Macedonians 
were  Income  weak,  the  Parthians  were  not 
yet  very  powerful,  and  the  Romans  were  very 
remote  ;  which  kings,  when  they  had  been 
expelled  by  the  mobility  of  the  vulgar,  and 
had  recovered  their  dominion  by  war,  at- 
tempted the  same  things  that  kings  used  to  do, 
I  mean  they  introduced  the  destruction  of 
cities,  the  slaughter  of  brethren,  of  wives,  and 
parents,  but  still  went  on  iu  their  supersti- 
tion: for  they  took  upon  them  withal  the 
houuurable  dignity  of  the  high-priesthood,  as 
firm  security  to  their  power  and  authority. 
Chap.  IX.']  The  first  of  the  Romans  that 
coniiuered  the  Jews  was  Cneius  Pompeius, 
who  entered  the  ^mple  by  right  of  victory. 
Thence  the  report  was  everywhere  divulged, 
that  therein  was  no  image  of  a  god,  but  an 
empty  place,  and  mysteries,  most  secret 
places  that  have  nothing  in  them.  The 
walls  of  Jerusalem  were  then  destroyed,  but  the 
temple  continued  still.  Soon  afterward  arose 
a  civil  war  among  usj-»and  when  therein 
"■iuse  provinces  were  reduced  under  Marcus 


Antonius,  Pacorus,  king  of  the  Partbians, 
got  possession  of  Judea,  but  was  himself  slain 
by  Paulus  Ventidius,  and  the  Parthians  were 
driven  beyond  Euphrates;  and  for  the  Jews, 
Caius  Sosius  subdued  them.  Antonius 
gave  the  kingdom  to  Herod ;  and  when 
Augustus  conquered  Antonius  he  still  aug- 
mented it. 

After  Herod's  death,  one  Simon,  without 
waiting  for  the  disposition  of  Caesar,  took 
upon  him  the  title  of  King,  who  was  brought 
to  punishment  by  [or  under]  Quinctilius  Va 
rus,  when  he  was  president  of  Syria.  After- 
ward the  nation  was  reduced,  and  the  children 
of  Herod  governed  it  in  three  partitions. 

Under  Tiberius  the  Jews  bad  rest.  After 
some  time,  they  were  enjoined  to  place  Caiu» 
Cxsar's  statue  in  the  temple ;  but  rqtfaei 
than  permit  that  they  took  up  arms;'  which 
sedition  was  put  an  end  to  by  the  death  of 
Caesar. 

Claudius,  after  the  kings  were  either  dead 
or  reduced  to  smaller  dominions,  gave  the 
province  of  Judea  to  Roman  knights,  or  to 
treed-men,  to  be  governed  by  them ;  among 
whom  was  Antonius  Felix,  one  that  exercised 
all  kind  of  barbarity  and  extravagance,  as 
if  he  had  royal  authority,  but  with  the  dis- 
position of  a  slave.  He  had  married  Dru- 
silla,  the  grand-daughter  of  Antonius:  so 
that  Felix  was  the  grand-daughter's  husband, 
and  Claudius  the  grand-son  of  the  ume 
Antonius. 


*  .\  preat  slander  aesinst  the  Jew^  without  any  jast 
^udaUon.   Josfphus  woald  ba^e  inlormed  bim  better. 

9  tiers  begin  Jiis**ptins  s  anil  Tuctlu»"s  true  accunnts 
01  tile  Jewa  preUiamtiry  to  tbe  t&st  wat.  sjee  ol  tti«  War, 

<B1D.  iCCL  7. 
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But  he  that  was  the  brother  of  PalUs,  whose 
surname  was  Felix,  did  not  act  with  the  same 
moderation  [as  did  Pallas  himseli].  He  had 
been  a  good  while  ago  set  over  Judea,  and 
thought  he  might  be  guilty  of  all  sorts  of 
wickedness  with  impunity  while  he  relied  on 
so  sure  an  authority. 

The  Jews  had  almost  given  a  specimen  of 
sedition;  and  even  after  the  death  of  Caius 
was  known,  and  they  had  not  obeyed  his 
command,  there  remained  a  degree  of  fear 
lest  some  future'  prince  should  renew  that 
command  [for  the  setting  up  the  prince's 
statue  in  their  temple] ;  and  in  the  mean  time, 
Felix,  by  the  use  of  unsea^sonable  remedies, 
blew  up  the  coals  of  sedition  into  a  flame, 
and  was  imitated  by  his  partner  in  the  govern- 
ment, Ventidius  Cutnanus,  tbe  country  being 
thus  divided  between  them;  that  the  nation 
of  the  Galileans  were  under  Cumanus,  and 
the  Samaritans  under  Felix;  which  two  na- 
tions were  of  old  at  variance,  but  now,  out  of 

1  They  came  to  Petronius,  the  president  of  S'yria,  re 
7a»t  nuiubers;  but  without  alius,  and  aa  humbie  sup- 
plicants only.  See  Tacitus  preaenljy,  u  here  be  alter- 
wards  sets  mis  matter  almost  ri^lit,  accuraiDg  to  Just- 
pbus,  and  by  way  uf  correction;  lor  lliat  account  is  \a 
tin  AooaU,  which  were  written  altei  Uu«  which  \»  to 
bis  Historian 
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contempt  of  tbeir  gorernors,  did  less  restrain 
theiT  hatred;  thty  then  began  to  plunder  one 
another,  to  send  in  parties  of  robbers  to  lie  in 
wait,  and  souietitnes  to  tight  battles,  and 
ivithal  to  bring  spoils  and  prey  to  the  procu- 
rators [Cumanus  and  Felix].  M'bereupon 
these  procurators  began  to  rejoice;  yet  when 
the  ^Ii^chief  grew  considerable,  soldiers  were 
sent  to  quiet  them,  but  the  soldiers  were 
killed;  and  the  province  had  been  in  a  dame 
of  war,  bad  not  Quadratus,  the  president  of 
Syria,  afforded  his  assistance.  Nor  was  it  long 
in  dispute  whether  the  Jews,  who  had  killed 
the  Goldiers  in  the  mutiny,  should  be  put  to 
death;  it  was  agreed  they  should  die,  —  only 
Cumanus  and  Felix  occasioned  a  delay;  for 
Claudius,  upon  hearing  the  causes  as  to  this 
rebellion,  had  given  [Quadratus]  authority  to 
determine  the  case,  even  aa  to  the  procurators 
themselves;  but  Quadratus  showed  Felix 
among  the  judges,  and  took  him  into  his  ?eat 
of  judgment,  on  purpose  that  he  might  dis- 
courage his  accusers.  So  Cumanus  was  con- 
demned for  those  flagitious  actions,  of  which 
both  he  and  Felix  had  been  guilty,  and  peace 
was  restored  to  the  province.' 
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However,  the  Jews  had  patience  till  Ges- 
sius  Florus  was  made  procurator.  Under  him 
it  was  that  the  war  began.  Then  Cestius 
Callus,  the  president  of  Syria,  attempted  to 
appease  it,  and  tried  several  battles,  but  gene- 
rally with  ill  success. 

Upon  his  death,'  whether  it  came  by  fate, 
or  that  he  was  weary  of  his  life,  is  uncertain, 
Vespasian  bad  the  good  fortune,  by  his  repu- 
tation, and  excellent  oHicers,  and  a  viclorious 
army,  in  the  space  of  two  summers,  to  make 
himself  master  of  all  the  open  country  and 
of  all  the  cities,  Jerusalem  excepted. 

[Flavius  Vespasianus,  whom  Nero  had 
chosen  for  his  general,  managed  the  Jewish 
war.  with  three  legions.      Hislor.  b.  i.  ch.  x.] 

The  next  year,  which  was  employed  in  a 
civil  war  [at  home],  so  far  as  the  Jews  were 
concerned,  passed  over  in  peace.  When  Italy 
was  pacified,  the  care  of  foreign  parts  was 
revived.  The  Jews  were  the  only  people  that 
stood  out;  which  increased  the  rage  of  [the 
Romans].  It  was  also  thought  most  proper 
that  Titus  should  stay  with  the  army,  to  pre- 
vent any  accident  or  misfortune  which  the  new 
government  might  be  liable  to. 

[Vespasian  had  put  an  end  to  the  Jewish 
war;  the  siege  of  Jerusalem  was  the  only 
enterprise  remaining,  which  was  a  work  hard 
and  difficult;    but  rather  from  the  nature  of 

»  Here  SM-mg  to  be  a  great  mistake  about  the  Jewish 
affairs  m  Tacitus.  See  of  the  War,  book  ii.  chap  xii, 
sect.  y. 

■  Jn^pphiis  siays  nothing  of  the  (lealh  of  Crstius;  so 
Ti^itus  stems  to  have  koown  notbinj  in  particular 
tkMllltiL 


the  mountain  and  the  obstinacy  of  tbe  JcTvi^h 
superstition,  than  because  the  besieged  hnd 
strength  enough  to  undergo  the  distresses  [of  a 
siege].  AVe  have  already  informed  [the  reader] 
that  Vci'pasian  had  with  him  three  legion% 
well  exercised  in  war.      Histor.  b.  ii.  eh.  v.] 

When   Vespasian    was  a   very   younj:   man, 
it  was  promised  him  that  he  should  arrive  a 
the  very  highest  pitch  of  fame:  but  what  di    . 
first  of  all  seem  to  contirm  the  omen,  was  hi 
triumphs,  and   consulship,  and    the    glory  of 
his  victories  over  the  Jews.      When  he  had 
once  obtained  these,  he  oelieved  it  was  por- 
tended that  he  should  come  to  the  empire.* 

There  is  between  Jutlea  and  Syria  a  moun- 
tain and  a  god,  both  called  by  the  same  name  of 
Ccrme/,  though  our  predecessors  have  informed 
us  that  this  god  hud  no  image,  and  no  temple, 
and  indeed  no  more  than  an  altar  and  solemn 
worship.  Vespasian  was  once  offering  a  sacri- 
fice there,  at  a  time  wlien  he  had  some  secret 
thought  in  his  mind;  the  priest,  whose  name 
was  liasilideSt  when  he,  over  and  over,  looked 
at  the  entrails,  haid,  '*  Vespasian,  whatever 
thou  art  about,  whether  the  building  of  thy 
house  or  enlargement  of  thy  lands,  or  augmen- 
tation of  thy  slaves,  thou  art  granted  a  mighty 
seat,  very  large  bounds,  and  a  huge  number  of 
men."  These  doubtful  answers  were  soon 
spread  abroad  by  fame,  and  ut  the  time  were 
explained;  nor  was  any  thing  so  much  in  pub- 
lic vogue,  and  very  many  discourses  of  that 
nature  were  made  before  him,  and  the  more, 
because  they  foretold  what  he  expected. 

Mucianus  and  Vespasian  went  away,  hav- 
ing fuliy  agreed  on  their  designs;  the  former 
to  Antioch,  the  latter  to  Cesarea.  Amioch 
is  the  capital  of  Syria,  and  Cesarea  the  capi- 
tal ol  Judta.  The  commencement  of  Ves- 
pasian's advanceuient  to  the  empire  was  at 
Alexandria,  where  Tiberius  Alexander  made 
such  haste,  that  he  obliged  the  legions  to  take 
the  oath  of  fideUty  to  him  on  the  kalends  of 
July,  which  was  ever  after  celebrated  as  the 
day  of  his  inauguration,  although"  the  army 
in  Judea  had  taken  that  oath  on  the  fifth  of 
the  Nones  of  July,  with  that  eagerness,  that 
they  would  not  stay  for  his  son  Titus,  who 
was  then  on  the  road,  returnipg  out  of  Syria, 
chap.  Ixxix.  Vespasian  delivered  over  the 
strongest  part  of  his  forces  to  Titus,  to  enable 
him  to  finish  what  remained  of  the  Jewish 
war.     Histor.  b.  iv.  ch.  Ii. 

During  these  months  in  which  Vespasian 


«  Josephiis  takes  nniirr  in  general  of  these  many 
omens  ol  Vespasian's  advancement  to  the  empire,  aud 
dislincily  adds  his  own  remarkable  prediction  of  it  also. 
Of  the  War,  b.  iii.  ch.  viii.  sect.  3—9. 

u  This  althoiiyh  seems  to  imply  that  T'spastaa  na« 
pToclaimfri  em)>erorin  -ludea  before  he  was  proclaimed 
at  Alexandria,  as  iht-  whole  history  of  Josephus  implies, 
and  ihe  place  where  now  Vespasian  was,  which  was  no 
other  ihan  Jiide^,  requires  also,  though  the  inaiigura- 
lion-day  ininht  be  ct- Icbratt-d  altcrward  from  his  ilrst 
pr(<claniaiiuti  at  the  f-r^at  cily  Aiexandria.  oaly  then  tlia 
iNoues  or  Idt-s  in  I  acitua  and  isuetoaius  matt  bo  of 
Jua^  and  out  of  Jijly. 
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i  oc:)tinued  at  A.leXandri«,  u^aitingfortheosunl 
set  time  of  th«  summer  g^ales  of  wind,  rik) 
Btaid  fur  settled  fair  weiither  at  sea,  many 
ir.iruculoiis  events  happened;  by  which  the 
good- will  of  Heaven,  and  a  kind  of  inctiimliun 
of  the  Dei(y  in  his  ftivour  was  declared. 

A  certain  man  of  the  vu)?Hr  sort  at  Alex- 
andria, vvell  known  for  the  decay  of  his  eyes, 
kneeled  down  hy  him  and  (TrAaned  and  beg- 
ged ol  him  the  cure  oi  bis  blindness,  a^  by  the 
admonition  of  Serapis,  the^od  which  thi<i  su. 
perfttitious  n  ition  worships  above  others.  He 
alvo  desired  that  tht^  emperor  wonld  be  pleased 
to  put  some  of  his  spittle  upon  the  balls  of 
bis  eyes.  Another  inbrm  m>in  there,  who 
was  lame  of  his  hand,  prayed  C«e«ar,  as  by 
the  same  goiVs  sufrirestion,  to  treati  upon  him 
with  his  foot.  Ve-apasitin  at  tirst  bef^n  to 
lauf^h  at  them  and  to  reject  them;  and  wher 
they  were  iri«itant  with  htm.  he  someiime;. 
feared  he  should  have  the  reputation  of  a  vain 
person,  and  sometime*),  upon  the  *<oliritation 
of  the  inHrm,  he  fl.itlered  himself,  and  other<t 
flattered  him,  with  the  hopes  of  succeeding. 
At  l«*t  he  ordered  the  physicians  to  (five  their 
opinion,  whether  this  sort  of  blindness  and 
lameness  were  curable  by  the  art  of  min  or 
not?  The  physiciam*  answered  uncertainly, 
that  the  one  bad  not  the  visual  fHCulty  utterly 
destroyed,  and  that  it  mipht  be  restored,  if 
the  ob-itacle-*  were  removed:  that  the  other's 
limbs  were  disordered,  but  if  a  healing^  virtue 
were  made  use  nf,  they  were  capable  of  being 
made  whole.  Perhaps,  said  they,  the  god-* 
are  willing  to  assii^tt,  and  that  the  emperor  is 
chosen  by  divine  interposition.  However, 
they  said  at  last,  that  if  the  cures  succeeded, 
Cjpsar  wonld  have  the  fflory ;  if  not,  the  poor 
miserable  olijerts  would  only  be  laughed  at. 
Whereupon  Vespasian  imagined  that  his  pood 
fortune  svould  be  universal,  and  that  nothing 
on  th'*t  account  could  be  incre<iible;  so  he 
looked  eheertully,  and  in  the  sight  of  the" 
multitude,  who  stood  in  great  expectation,  he 
did  what  they  desired  him;  upon  which  the 
IrtOie  hand  was  recovered,  and  the  blind  man 
saw  immediately.  Both  these  curts*  are  re- 
lated to  this  day  by  those  that  were  present, 
and  when  speaking  fa«sely  will  get  no  reward. 

*  The  mirziculoti^  earn  done  by  \><ipft«wfi  trr  •ttesM 
lo  Iwih  l>y  Stirtoniu5  in  Ytf^piaian  (srcL?)  aiiJ  hy  O'O 
fp.  217),  and  sr*in  lo  me  wtril  altrs'ed.  Our  Satiour 
•e^ms  lo  hare  ov»T''nlrd  Ihr  h^.tih^n  oracle  ol  S^rapra 
W  piitciin'  the  dt*i(ie  approbation  to  Vc&pa8ian*s  ad- 

Jaiicrin^rtt  lo  the  cmp-re  of  Rome,  as  he  soec»'stH  Ihe 
bke  approbation  to  the  advancement  both  of  Vespasian 
a»d  Tiiti^  to  Junephus;  which  two  wrre  lo  be  his 
obnn^n  instruments  In  brineinK  od  that  terrible  de- 
stnictioa  ui>on  the  Jrvrii^h  nation,  which  h«  bad 
•breatc'^ed  tn  ex'cole  by  these  Kovian  armies.  Nor 
eonlil  any  nthrr  R>jn>ao  fccnerals  ih^m  Vespasian  and  I 
Titn«.  at  tliat  time,  in  hntlian  pri-tbabi|it>,  h&ve  pre-, 
Tailel  over  the  Jew^.  and  dmtrojed  Jerusalem,  as  this  ' 
whole  hislorj-  in  Jowphus  implies.  Jo>i-phin  alyij 
everywhere  supposes  Vespasian  and  Titus  riisrd  up  to' 
command  a,^ainat  Judra  and  Jerubalem.  and  t*^  eo\erD 
the  R  >mnn  empiie  hy  Divine  PniTnteno.  and  net  in 
the   ordinary'  ^rai  ^  as  also  he  always  snprosc-^  ttiisde-l 

truct.OD  a  diriue  judfoient  on  the  Jew*  tor  tbtir  sins. 
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OOK   T.  CHAP.  I. 


I       At  the  beginning  of  the  «ame  year,  TiCut 
'  t'le-ar,    who  was  pitcbec:   upon   by  his  father 
Mo  finish   the  conqut'^t  cf  Judeji,  and.  while 
'  both   he  and   his  father  were  private  persons, 
'  WHS  celebrated  for  his  martial  conduct,  acted 
i  now  with  greater  vigour  and  hopes  of  repu- 
I  tation,     the    kind    inclinations    both    of   the 
1  provinces  and  of  the  armies  striving  one  with 
another  who  should  most  encourage  him.     He 
was  also  liimself  in  a  disposition  to  show  th.iC 
he  was  more  than  equal  to  his  fortune;  and 
when  be  appeared  in  arms,  he  did  all  things 
after  such  a  ready  and  graceful  way,  treating 
all  after    such  an    affable    manner,  and   vtlih 
such    kind  words,  as  in\'ited   the  good- will 
and  good  wishes  of  all.      He  appeared  also  in 
bis  actions  and  in  bis  place  in  the  troops;  he 
mixed  with  the  common  soldiers,  yet  without 
any  stain  to  his   honour  at  a  general.'     ile 
was  received  in  Judea  by  three  legions,  the 
filth,  and  the  tetith,  and  the  fifteenth,   who 
were    Vespasian's    old    soldiers.      Syria  also 
aifurdcd    him    the    twelfth,    and    Alexandria 
soldiers  out  of  the  twenty-second  and  twenty- 
third  legions.      Twenty  cohorts  of  auxiliaries 
accompanied,  as  aUo  eight  troops  of  horse." 

King  Agrippa  also  was  there,  and  king 
Sohemus,  and  the  auxiliaries  of  king  Antio- 
chus,  and  a  strong  body  of  Arabians,  who,  as 
is  usual  in  nations  that  are  neighbours  to  one 
another,  went  with  their  accustomed  hatred 
against  the  Jews,  with  many  others  out  of  the 
city  of  Rome,  as  every  one's  hopes  led  him,  of 
getting  early  into  the  general's  favour,  before 
utbers  should  prevent  them. 

He  entered  into  the  borders  of  the  enemy's 
country  with  these  forces,  in  exact  order  ol 
war;  and  looking  carefully  about  bim,  and 
being  ready  (or  battle,  be  pitched  bis  camp 
not  far  from  Jerusalem. 

CuAP.  X.]  When  therefore  he  bad  pitched 
his  camp,  us  we  said  just  now,  before  the 
walls  of  Jerui>alem,  be  pompously  showed  bin 
legions  ready  for  an  engagement.* 

Chap.  XI.]  The  Jews  formed  their  camp 
under  the  very  walls'*  [of  the  city];  and  il 
tbey  succeeded,  they  resolved  to  venture  far- 
ther; but  if  they  were  beaten  back,  that  wa& 
their  place  of  refuge.  When  a  body  of  ca- 
valry were  sent  against  them,*  and  with  them 

7  This  character  of  Titus  agrees  exactly  with  th« 
History  ni  Jusephiis  upon  all  occasions. 

■  These  i»e<il)  coliorls  and  eieM  troops  of  bnrse,  ar* 
rtot  dtrtrcti)  eoumeraledby  Ju»e^bus,  of  Itie  Uar,  b.  T. 
ith.  i.  sect  6. 

•  Tbis  word  io  Tacitus,  pompously  skorred  bis  legions, 
looks  as  if  that  pompous  show  «tl>ich  was  some  month* 
alterward,  io  Joeephus,  rao  io  bis  mind.  Ul  Ibe  War, 
I).  T.  eh.  ix.  sect  I. 

b  1  hese  brat  bicl^crini;s  aod  batUu  Dear  the  walls  of 
Jerusalem,  are  at  lar^e  in  Josephus,  ui  the  Uar,  b.  f. 
ctt.  li. 

c  Josephus  distinctly  mcDtioos  these  horaemeo  or  ra- 
>  atry,  six  hundred  in  auniber,  auionf;  wlium  1  ilus  Itiui 
l:ke  to  have  been  slain  or  tsCen  prisoorr,  of  the  Wac* 
b   V.  ch    ti    sect.  I.  »   a 
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eohorts  tbat  wpre  expedite  and  nimble,  the 
ft^bt  \ras  dajbtful;  but  soon  afterwards  the 
enemies  gave  ground,  and  on  the  following 
days  there  were  frequent  skirmishes  before 
the  gates,  till  after  many  losses  they  were 
driven  into  the  aty.  The  Romans  then 
betook  themselves  to  the  siege,  for  it  did  not 
•eem  honourable  to  stay  till  the  enemies 
were  reduced  by  famine.''  The  soldiers  were 
very  eager  to  expose  themselves  to  dangers; 
pare  of  them  out  of  true  valour,  and  many 
out  of  a  brutish  fierceness,  and  out  of  a  desire 
of  reward. 

Titus  had  Rome,  and  the  riches  and  plea- 
sures of  it,  before  his  eyes;  all  which  seemed 
to  be  too  long  delayed,  anless  Jerusalem 
could  be  soon  destroyed. 

The  city  stood  on  a  high  elevation,*  and  it 
bad  great  works  and  ramparts  to  secure  it,  1 
sue  li  indeed  as  wervsulTicieiit  for  its  fortification, 
had  it  been  on  plain  ground;    for  there  were 
two  hills,  of  a  vast  height,  which  were  enclosed 
by  walls  made  crooked  by  art,  or  [naturally]  , 
bending  inwards,  that    they  might  dank  the ' 
besiegers,  and  cast  darts  on  them  sideways. 
The  extreme  parts  of  the  rock  were   craggy, 
and  the  towers,  when  they  had  the  advantage 
of  the  ground,   were  sixty  feet  high;    when 
they   were    built    on   the   plain   ground   they  , 
were  not  built  lower  than  one  hundred  and 
twenty  feet;   they  were  of  uncommon  beauty, 
and  to  tho.se  who  looked  at  them  at  a  great 
distance,   they   seemed    equal.      Other    walls 
there  were  beneath  the  ro>al  palace,  besides 
the  tower  of  Antonia,  with  its  top  particu- 
larly conspicuous.    It  was  called  so  by  Herod, 
in  honour  of  Marcus  Antonius. 

Chap.  XII.]  The  temple  was  like  a  cita- 
del, having  walls  of  its  own,  which  had  more 
labour  and  pains  bestowed  on  them  than  the 
rest.  The  cloisters  wherennth  the  temple 
was  enclosed  were  an  excellent  fortification. 

They  had  a  fountain  of  water  that  ran  per- 
petually, and  the  mountains  were  hollowed 
under  ground;  they  had  moreover  pools'  and 
cisterns  for  the  preservation  of  the  rain-water. 

They  that  built  this  city  foresaw,  that  from 
the  difference  of  their  conduct  of  life  from 
their  neighbours,  they  should  have  frequent 
»rar5;  thence  it  came  to  pass  that  they  had  pro- 
vision for  a  long  siege.  After  Pompey"s  con- 
quest also,  their  fear  and  experience  had  taught 
tbem  generally  what  they  should  want.* 
Moreover,  the  covetous  temper  that  pre- 

«  Sacb  &  drliberaltoB  and  rrso?ation,  with  this  Trry 
rrftMin,  Ihat  it  wouM  bv  dishonourablp  to  tt»y  lilt  th« 
Jews  ^tie  stjtrTm)  out  hy  tamiiie,  is  in  Josepbus,  of  the 
Wir,  b   T.  rh.  Iii   srct.  I. 

•  This  descrij.!ion  ot  thr  city  Jeriis-ilem,  it^  two  hills. 
its  thrre  walls,  and  four  towprs,  he.  are  in  this  plare  at 
Urr«  'O  Jwsephua,  of  thr  War,  b.r.  ch.  it.  See  also  Potn- 
pey'a  Sie^e,  Antiq.  b.  xie.  ch.  iv.  fte*I.  2. 

f  tjf  these  pools,  see  Josep'ius,  of  the  War,  b.  T.  ch.  xi. 
•ecL  4.  The  cisterns  are  not  mentioned  hy  him  tiere. 
tboii){b  they  t>e  mentioned  by  truvellers.  S«  ReUnd^S 
Palestine,  torn  L  p  J04 

f  This  la  Taciius's  or  the  RomaDS'  ostd  bypothelil, 
OOfapDortad  by  Joaepbita. 


railed  tinder  Clandiut,  g»Te  the  Jewi  an 
opportunity  of  purchasing  for  money  ■*  leave  to 
fortify  Jerusalem ;  so  they  built  walls  in  time 
of  peace,  as  if  they  were  going  to  war,  they 
being  auginented  in  number  by  those  rude 
inullitutles  of  people  that  retired  thither  on 
the  ruin  of  the  other  cities;  for  every  obsti- 
nate  fellow  ran  away  thither,  and  there  becam 
more  seditious  than  before. 

There  were  three  captains,  and  u  man^ 
armies.  Simon  bad  the  remotest  and  largest 
parts  of  the  walls  under  him.  John,  who  was 
also  called  Bar  Giora.i  (the  soti  iif  Gioras),  had 
the  middle  parts  of  the  city  under  him:  and 
Fileazar  had  fortifietl  the  temple  itself.  John 
and  Simuti  were  "m".  rior  in  multitude  atid 
strength  of  arms,  Kleazar  was  superior  hy  his 
sitinition,  but  Imttles,  factions,  and  burnings, 
were  common  to  them  all;  and  a  great  quan- 
tity of  corn  was  consumed  by  fire.  After  a 
while,  John  sent  some,  who,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  ofTering  sacrifice,  ini>;ht  slay  Eleaiar 
and  his  body  of  troops,  which  they  did,  and 
got  the  temple  under  their  power.  So  the 
city  was  now  parted  into  two  factions,  until, 
upon  the  coming  of  the  Romans,  this  war 
abroad  produced  peace  between  these  that 
were  at  home. 

Chap.  XIII.]  Such  prodigies'  had  hap- 
pened, as  this  nation,  which  is  superstitious 
enough  in  its  own  way,  would  not  agree  to 
expiate  by  the  ceremonies  of  the  Roman  reli- 
gion, nor  would  they  atone  the  pods  by  sacri- 
fices and  vows,  as  these  used  to  do  on  the  like 
occasions.  Armies  were  seen  to  fight  in  the 
sky,  and  their  armour  looked  of  a  bright  light 
colour,  and  the  temple  shone  with  sudden 
flashes  of  fire  out  of  the  clouds.  The  doors 
of  the  temple  were  opened  on  a  sudden,  and 
a  voice  greater  than  human  was  heard,  that 
the  gods  were  retiring,  and  at  the  same  time 
there  was  a  great  motion  perceived,  as  if  they 
were  going  out  of  it,  which  some  esteemed  tn 
be  causes  of  terror.  The  greater  part  haii  n 
firm  belief  that  it  was  contiiined  in  the  old 
sacerdot;il  books,  that  at  this  very  time  the 
east  would  prevail,  and  that  some  that  came 
out  of  Judea  should  obtain  the  empire  of  the 
world,  which  obscure  oracle  foretold  Vespa- 
sian and  Titus;  but  the  generality  of  the, 
common  people,  as  usual,  inilulged  their  own 
inclinations,  and  when  they  bad  once  inter 
preted  all  to  forebode  grandeur  to  themselves, 
adversity    itself    could    not    persuade    them 

a  This  sale  of  leave  for  the  Jews  to  bnild  the  waJla  of 

Jeroaalem  for  tnoney  is  ats<i  Tacitws's  or  the  Roinaoa' 

own    liypxthesis,    nnsupported    hy    Jo.^ephus.     Nor    is 

Jo'ephu*'s  charicter  of  Cl.iudins  near  so  bad,  as  to  olhec 

iriiniis  also,  as  it  is  in  Tanttis  and  Suetonius.     l)io  saya 

be  was  Jar  from  covrloosness  in  panicuUr.     The  utiiera 

seem  'o  have  misrepresented  his  meek  and  qiiiel  temper 

and  leamini;,  but  witt'out  ambition,  and  his  i:reat  Liad- 

I  ness  to  the  .tews  as  the  most  ronlemplihie  folly.      Sea 

'  Antiq.  b    xix.  ch.  iv.  se-;t  4.    lie  was  indeed  much  ruled 

'  at  (irsi  hy  a  very  bad   minister,  Taljas;    and  at  last  wu 

1  ruled  uttd  pois.med  by  a  very  bail  i^ife.  Agrippioa 

I  These  prodippb  and  in-ire  arc  at  lar^e  ID  Jufepbol^ 
'-  «if  tbo  War,  b.  vi.  ch.  ▼.  sect.  3. 


852 
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to  change  their  minds,  though  it  were  from 
falsehood  to  truth> 

We  have  been  informed,  that  the  number 
of  the  besieged,  of  every  age  and  of  both  sexes, 
male  and  female,  was  six  hundred  thousand.' 
There  were  weapons  for  all  that  could  carry 
them;  and  more  than  could  be  expected,  for 
their  number  were  bold  enough  to  do  so. 
The  men  and  the  women  were  equally  obsti-^ 
r,ate;  and  when  they  supposed  they  were  to 
be  carried  away  captive,  they  were  more  afraid 
of  life  than  of  death. 

Against  this  city  and  nation  Titus  C»sar 
resolved  to  tight,  by  ramparts  and  ditches, 
since  the  situation  of  the  place  did  not  admit 
of  taking  it  by  storm  or  surprise.  He  parted 
thfa  dutyanoong  the  legions;  and  there  were 
no  farther  engagements,  until  whatever  had 
been  invented  for  the  taking  of  cities  by  the 
ancients,  or  by  the  ingenuity  of  the  moderns, 
was  got  ready. 


AKNALS,  BOOK  XT. 

Nebo,  in  order  to  stifle  the  rumour  [as  if 
he  had  himself  set  Rome  on  fire],  ascribed  it  to 
those  people  who  were  hated  for  their  wicked 
practices,  and  called  by  the  vulgar  Christians; 
these  he  punished  exquisitely.  The  author  of 
this  name  was  CArur,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Ti- 
oerius,  was  brought  to  punishment  by  Pontius 
Pilate,  the  procurator.™  For  the  present 
this  pernicious  superstition  was  in  part  sup- 
pressed; but  it  brake  out  again,  not  only  over 
Judea,  whence  this  mischief  first  sprang,  but 
in  the  city  of  Rome  also,  whither  do  run  from 
every  quarter  and  make  s  noise,  all  the  da- 
grant  and  shameful  enormities.  At  first, 
therefore,  those  were  seized  who  confessed; 
afterward  a  vast  multitude  were  detected  by 
them,  and  were  convicted,  not  so  much  as 
really  guilty  of  setting  the  city  on  fire,  but 
as  bating  all  mankind  ;  nay,  they  made  a 
mock  of  them  as  they  perished,  and  destroyed 
them  by  putting  them  into  the  skins  of  wild 
beasts,  and  setting  dogs  upon  them  to  tear 
them  to  pieces:  some  were  nailed  to  crosses, 
and  others  flamed  to  death;  they  were  also 
used  in  the  night-time  instead  of  torches  for 
illumination.  Nero  had  offered  his  own  gar- 
dens for  this  spectacle.  He  also  gave  them 
Circensian  games,  and  dressed  himself  like 
the  driver  of  a  chariot,  sometimes  appearing 
among  the  common  people,  sometimes  in  the 

k  This  inlerpretation,  and  the  reflections  upon  it,  are 
la  Josephus.  o(  tbe  W^r,  b.  vi.  ch.  v.  sect,  4. 

1  The  number  600,i>00  tor  the  besieged  is  Dowbere  in 
Josephus,  but  is  there  for  the  poor  buried  at  the  public 
charge,  of  the  War,  b,  v.  ch.  xiii.  s<ct.  7,  which  tnicbl 
be  about  the  number  of  the  besieged,  under  Ceslius 
Gallus,  though  thtre  i^ere  many  niure  afterward  at  Ti- 
tus^s  sirge,  as  Jo^phus  implies,  of  the  NV  ar,  b.  vi.  ch.  ix. 
sect.  :i. 

mThis  passage  »eems  to  have  been  directly  taken 
from  Josephu*'it  famous  testimony  concernine  Christ. 
aud  tbe  Christians,  Antlq.  b.  xviii.  ch.  iii.  sect,  ii,  uf 
which  see  Diuert.  I,  beJ^ic 


circle  itself;  whence  a  commiseration  aroM, 
though  the  punishments  were  levelled  at 
guilty  persons,  and  such  as  deserved  to  be 
made  tbe  most  dHgrant  examples,  as  if  these 
people  were  destroyed,  —  not  for  the  public 
advantage,  but  to  satisfy  the  barbarous 
humour  of  one  man. 

*,*  Since  I  have  set  down  all  the  vile 
calumnies  of  Tacitus  upon  the  Christians  as 
well  as  tbe  Jews,  it  will  be  proper  befc-e  1 
come  to  niy  Observations,  to  set  down  two 
heathen  records  in  their  favour,  and  those 
hardly  inferior  in  antiquity,  and  o(  much 
greater  authority  than  Tacitus;  1  mean  Plniy's 
Epistle  to  Trajan  when  he  was  pro-consul  of 
Bithyuia;  with  Trajan's  Answer  or  rescript 
to  Pliny,  cited  by  TertuUian,  Eusebius,  and 
Jerome.  These  are  records  of  so  great  esteem 
with  Ilavercamp,  the  last  editor  of  Josepbus, 
that  he  thinks  they  not  only  deserve  to  be 
read,  but  almost  to  be  learned  by  heart  ale^. 

PLINY'S  EPISTLE  TO  TRAJAN. 

ABOUT  A.D.   112. 

Su, 

It  is  my  constant  method  to  apply 
myself  to  you  for  the  resolution  of  all  my 
doubts;  for  who  can  better  govern  my  dilatory 
way  of  proceeding,  or  instruct  my  ignorance? 
I  have  never  been  present  at  the  examination 
of  tbe  Christians  [by  others],  on  which  ac- 
count I  am  unacquainted  with  what  uses  to 
be  inquired  into,  and  what,  and  how  tar 
they  used  to  be  punished;  nor  are  my  doubts 
small,  whether  there  be  not  a  distinction  to 
be  made  between  the  ages  [of  the  accusedj? 
and  whether  tender  youth  ought  to  have  the 
same  punishment  with  strong  men?  Whether 
there  be  not  room  for  pardon  upon  repeni- 
ance?°  or  whether  it  may  not  be  an  advan- 
tage to  one  that  had  been  a  Christian,  that 
he  has  forsaken  Christianity?  Whether  the 
bare  name,°  without  any  crimes  besides,  or 
the  crimes  adhering  to  that  name,  be  to  be 
punished?  In  the  meantime,  1  have  taken 
this  course  about  those  who  have  been  brougLt 
before  me  as  Christians.  I  asked  them  whe- 
ther they  were  Christians  or  not  ?  If  they 
confessed  that  they  were  Christians,  I  asked 
them  again,  and  a  third  time,  intermixing 
threatenings  with  the  questions.  If  they  per- 
severed in  their  confession,  I  ordered  theia 
to  be  executed  ;P  for  I  did  not  doubt  but,  let 

°  Till  now.  It  seeiDs,  repeatance  was  not  comiDonly 
allowed  ttiose  that  had  been  once  Ctirisiiaos  ;  tiul, 
thout^h  they  recanted  and  returned  lu  idolalrj,  )et  were 
thi'y  commonly  put  to  death,  I'bis  was  peisvcutioa  is 
perlection ! 

«  This  was  the  just  and  heaTy  complaint  of  tba  an- 
cient Christians,  that  they  cuumaonly  sutTered  for  tb»t 
bare  name,  witboul  the  pretence  ol  any  crimes  Ibey 
cuuld  pruve  agaiast  them.  1  bis  was  also  pcrsecutiuo 
ia  perfection  I 

p  Aruazi'ig  doctrine!  that  a  6rra  and  fixeil  resolotioa 
of  keepini;  a  goud  conscience  should  be  thoucbt  without 
dispute  to  deserve  death,  and  ttiis  by  such  comparatively 
eiLCcUeot  bealbeas  as  Piiuy  and  Trttjaa 
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tlieir  confession  be  of  any  sort  whatsoever, 
tbis  positivene?s  and  inflexible  obstinary 
deserved  to  be  punished.  There  have  been 
some  of  this  mad  sect  whom  I  took  notice  of 
in  particular  as  Roman  citizens,  that  they 
might  be  sent  to  tliat  city.'*  After  some 
time,  as  is  usual  in  such  examinations,  the 
crime  spread  itself,  and  many  more  cases 
came  before  me.  A  libel  was  sent  to  me, 
though  without  an  author,  containing  many 
names  [of  persons  accused].  These  denied 
that  they  were  Christians  now,  or  ever  had 
been.  They  called  upon  the  pods,  and  sup- 
plicated to  your  image/  which  I  caused  to  be 
broutjht  to  me  for  that  purpose,  with  frankin- 
cense and  wine;  they  also  cursed  Christ;'  none 
of  which  things,  it  is  said,  can  any  of  those 
that  are  really  Christians  be  compelled  to  do: 
50  I  thought  fit  to  let  them  go.  Others  of 
them  that  were  named  in  the  libel,  said  they 
were  Christians,  but  presently  denied  it  again; 
that  indeed  they  had  been  Christians,  but  had 
ceased  to  be  so,  some  three  years,  •^ome  many 
more;  and  one  there  was  thiit  said  he  bad 
not  been  so  these  twenty  years.  All  these 
worshipped  your  image,  and  the  images 
of  our  gods;  these  also  cursed  Christ.  How- 
ever, they  assured  me  that  the  main  of 
their  fault,  or  of  their  mistake,  was  this:  — 
That  they  were  wont,  on  a  stated  day, 
to  meet  together  before  it  was  light,  and  to 
sing  a  hymn  to  Christ,  as  to  a  god,  alter- 
nately; and  to  oblige  themselves  by  a  sacra- 
ment [or  oath],  not  to  do  any  thing  that  was 
ill;  but  that  they  would  commit  no  theft,  or 
pilfering,  or  adultery;  that  they  wouhl  not 
break  their  promises,  or  deny  what  was 
deposited  with  them,  when  it  was  required 
back  again;  after  which  it  was  their  custuiu  i 
to  depart,  and  to  ii.cct  agd».>  at  t.  A).r.^.v.Li , 
but  innocent  meal,*  which  they  had  ieft  off 
upon  that  edict  which  I  pnblisLed  at  your 
command,  and  wherein  I  had  forbidden  any  | 
sMch  conventicles.  These  examinations  made 
me  think  it  necessary  to  inquire  by  torments 
what  the  truth  was;  which  I  did  of  two 
servant-maids,  who  were  called  Deacones'^es: 
but  still  I  discovered  no  more  than  that 
they  were  addicted  to  a  bad  and  to  an  extra- 
vagant superstition.  Hereupon  I  have  put  off 
any  further  examinations,  and  have  recourse 
to  you,  for  the  affair  seems  to  be  well 
worth   consultation,  especially  on  account  of 

<i  This  wai  th*  case  of  St,  Paul,  who,  being  a  citizeo 
of  R.)(ue.  was  allowed  to  "appeal  unto  Cceiar;'*  and  was 
•*»fnt  lo  Rome"  accordingly.  Acts  xxii.  ii— 29;  xxv. 
26;   xxvi.  .rt;   s'tvii. 

'  Amizing  sinpidity!  that  the  emperor's  imaee,  even 
whil^  he  w^s  ^live,  should  b*-  allowed  capable  ol  divine 
Worship,  c'l  f,:  by  such  comparatively  excellent  heathens 
as  IMin>  and  Trajan. 

•  lake  here  a  parallrl  arconnl  out  of  the  Martyrdom 
of  l'.il>rarp,  secL  y.  Th?  i»rocnnsul  said,  ■' Hrproach 
ChrMi."  Polycarp  replied,  "  Kiehty  and  six  years  have 
I  now  served  Christ,  and  he  lias  ntver  done  me  the 
lea«i  wroo<.  how  then  can  I  blaspheme  my  Kiot;  and 
my  Saviour?'* 

■  I  bts,  iTust  probably,  muit  t»e  tome  Feast  of  Charity.  \ 


the  number"  of  those  that  are  in  danger;  for 
there  are  many  of  every  age,  of  every  rank, 
and  of  both  sexes,  who  are  now  and  hereafter 
likely  to  be  called  to  account,  and  to  be  in 
danger;  for  this  superstition  is  spread  like  a 
contagion,  not  only  into  cities  and  towns,  but 
into  country  villages  nUo,  which  yet  there  is 
reason  to  hope  may  be  stopped  and  corrected. 
To  be  sure,  the  temples,  which  were  almost 
torsaken,  begin  already  to  be  frequented;  and 
the  holy  solemnities,  which  were  long  inter- 
mitted, begin  to  be  revived.  The  sacrifices 
begin  to  sell  well  everywhere,  of  which  very 
tew  purchasers  had  of  late  appeared;  whereby 
it  is  easy  to  suppose  how  great  a  multitude 
of  men  may  be  amended,  it  place  for  repentance 
be  admitted. 


TRAJAN'S  EPISTLE  TO  PLINY. 

Mv  Pliny, 

You  have  taken  the  method 
which  you  ought  in  examining  the  causes  of 
those  tiiat  bad  been  accused  as  Christians, 
tor  indeed  no  certain  and  general  form  of 
judging  can  be  ordained  in  this  case.  These 
people  are  not  to  be  sought  for;  but  if  they 
be  accused  and  convicted,  they  are  to  be 
punished;  but  with  tbis  caution,  that  he  who 
denifs  himself  to  be  a  Christian,  and  makes 
it  plain  that  he  is  not  ao  by  snpplicatitjg  to 
our  gods,  although  he  hid  been  so  lurmerly, 
may  be  allowed  pardon,  upon  his  repentance. 
As  for  libels  sent  without  an  author,  ibey 
ought  to  have  no  place  in  any  accusation 
whatsoever,  for  that  would  be  a  thing  of  very 
ill  example,  and  not  agreeable  to  my  reign. 


0Bs.«:nYArioN3 

UPON  THE  PASSAC/ES  TAKEN  OtTT  OF  TACITUS. 

I.  AVe  see  here  what  a  great  regard  the 
best  of  the  Roman  historians  of  tha*,  age, 
Tacitus,  had  to  the  history  of  Josephus,  while 
though  he  never  names  him,  as  he  very  rarely 
names  any  of  those  Roman  authors  whence 
he  derives  other  parts  of  his  history,  yet  does 
it  appear  that  he  refers  to  his  seven  books  of 
the  Jewish  Wars  several  times  in  a  very  few 
pages,  and  almost  always  depends  on  his 
accounts  of  the  affairs  of  the  Romans  and  Par- 
thians,  as  well  as  of  the  Jews,  during  no  fewer 
than  240  years,  to  which  those  books  extend. 

II.  Yet  does  it  appear  that  when  he  now 
and  then  followed  other  histor'a-T"  '»•■  reports 
concerning  the  Romans,  the  Partnians,  or  fhe 


•  Some  of  late  are  rery  loth  lu  believe  that  the  Chris, 

tianft  were  numerous  in  the  second  century;  but  \W\%  is 
such  an  evi.lence  thai  they  were  very  numerous,  at  least 
ill  buhyriio,  even  in  ibe  beginning  of  that  century,  as  ■• 
witolly  uuileidttble. 
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Jews,  during  tbat  long  interval,  be  was  com- 
monly mistaken  in  tbein,  and  bad  better  have 
kept  close  to  Josephus  than  hearken  to  any  of 
bis  other  authors  or  informers. 

III.  It  also  appears  highly  probab'*"  tbat 
Tacitus  bad  seen  the  Antiquities  of  Jo»ephus, 
and  knew  that  the  most  part  of  the  accounts 
he  produced  of  the  origin  of  the  Jewish  na- 
tion entirely  contradicted  those  Antiquitie*:. 
He  also  could  hardly  avoid  seeing  that  those 
accounts  contradicted  one  another  al<o,  and 
were  childish,  absurd,  and  supported  by  no 
good  evidence  whatsoever:  as  nNo,  he  could 
hardly  avoid  seeing  that  /oscphus's  accounts 
in  those  Antiquities  were  authentir,  substan- 
tial, and  thoroughly  attested  to  by  the  ancient 
records  of  that  tiation,  and  of  the  neighbour- 
ing nations  also,  which  indeed  no  one  can 
now  avoid  seeing,  tbat  carefully  peruses  and 
considers  them. 

IV.  Tacitus,  therefore,  in  concealing  the 
greatest  part  of  the  true  ancit-nt  bist<try  of  the 
Jewish  nation,  which  lay  before  him  in  Jo-*e- 
phus,  and  producing  such  fabulous,  ill-ground- 
ed, and  partial  hit-tories,  which  he  bad  from 
the  heathens,  acted  a  most  unfair  part;  and 
this  procedure  of  his  is  here  the  more  gross, 
in  re^^rd  be  professes  such  great  impartiality 
(Hist.  b.  i.  cfa.  i.),  and  is  alloved  indeed  to 
have  observed  tbat  impartiality  as  to  the 
Roman  affairs. 

V.  Tacitus's  hatred  and  contempt  of  God's 
peculiar  people,  the  Jews,  and  his  attachment 
to  the  grossest  idolatry,  superstition,  and 
astral  fatality  of  the  Romans,  were  therefore 
60  strong  in  him,  as  to  overbear  all  restraints 
of  sober  reason  and  equity  in  the  case  of  those 
Jews,  though  be  be  allowed  so  exactly  to  have 
followed  them  on  other  occasions  relating  to 
the  Romans. 

VI.  Since,  therefore,  Tacitus  was  so  bitter 
against  the  Jews,  and  since  he  knew  that 
Christ  was  a  Jew  himself,  and  that  his  apos- 
tles, and  lirst  followers  were  Jews,  and  also 
knew  that  the  Christian  religion  was  derived 
into  the  Roman  provinces  from  Judea, — it  is 
no  wonder  that  his  hatred  and  contempt  of 
the  Jews  extended  itself  to  the  Christians  also, 
whom  the  Romans  usually  confounded  with 
the  Jews;  as  therefore  bis  hard  words  of  the 
Jews  appear  lo  have  been  generally  ground- 
less, and  hurt  bis  own  reputation  instead  of 
theirs,  so  ought  we  to  esteem  his  alike  hard 
\words  of  the  Christians  to  he  blots  upon  his 
o»"n  "la'^icter,  and  not  upon  theirs, 

VJL  ^i^ce  iherefore  Tacitus,  soon  after 
the    publication    of    Josepbu»'&    Ai>tiquttie&, 


and  in  contradiction  to  them,  was  determined 
to  produce  such  idle  stories  about  the  Jews, 
and  since  one  of  those  idle  btories  is  much 
the  same  with  that  published  in  Josepbua, 
against  Apion,  from  Munetboand  Lysiniachus, 
und  nowhere  else  met  with  so  fully  in  ail  ait- 
tiquity,  it  is  most  probable  thbt  those  Antiqui- 
ties of  Josephus  were  the  very  occasion  oi 
Tacitus  giving  us  these  stories;  as  we  know 
from  Josephus  himself,  against  Apion,  b.  i. 
sect.  1,  that  the  same  Antiquilaes  were  the 
very  occasion  of  Apion '»  publication  of  bis 
equally  scandalous  stories  about  them,  and 
which  Josephus  so  thoroughly  confuted  in 
these  two  books,  written  against  him;  and  if 
Tacitus,  as  I  suppose,  had  also  read  these  two 
books,  bis  procedure  in  publishing  such  stories 
after  he  had  seen  so  thorough  a  confutatiob 
of  them,  was  still  more  highly  criminal.  Nor 
will  Tacitus's  fault  be  much  less,  though  we 
(•uppose  be  neither  saw  the  Antiquities,  nor 
the  books  against  Apion:  because  it  was  very 
easy  for  bim,  then  at  Rome,  to  have  bud  more 
authentic  accounts,  of  the  origin  of  the  Jewish 
nation,  and  of  the  nature  ot  the  Jewish  and 
Christian  religions,  from  the  Jews  and 
Christians  themselves,  who  be  owns  went 
very  numerous  there  in  bis  da}s;  so  thai  his 
publication  of  such  idle  stories  is  still  utterly 
inexcui^able. 

VIII.  It  is  therefore  very  plain,  after  all, 
that  notwitlistanding  the  encomiums  of  several 
of  our  learned  crilicii  upon  Tacitus,  and  hard 
suspicions  upon  Josephus,  all  the  (involun* 
tary)  mistakes  of  Josepbus,  in  all  his  large 
works  put  together,  their  quality  as  well  as 
quautitif  considered,  do  not  umouaC  to  near  so 
great  a  sum  as  do  these  gross  errors  and  Uiii- 
represeutations  of  Tacitus  about  the  Jews 
amount  to  in  a  few  pages;  so  little  reason 
have  some  of  our  later  and  lesser  critics  to 
prefer  the  Greek  and  Roman  historians  and 
writers  to  the  Jewish,  and  particulaily  to 
Josephus.  Such  later  and  lesser  critic^  should 
have  learned  more  judgment  and  modebty 
(rom  their  great  father  Joseph  Scalij^er.  when, 
as  wehaveseen,  afterallhisdeeperinquirie«  he 
solemnly  pronounces  (jDc  Emend.  Temp.  Pro- 
Icyom.  p.  I7)i  that  "Josepbus  was  the  uiuSt 
diligent  and  the  greatest  lover  of  truth  of  all 
writers;"  and  is  not  afraid  to  affirm,  that 
'*it  is  more  safe  to  believe  bim  not  only  as  to 
the  affairs  of  the  Jews,  but  also  as  to  those  that 
are  foreign  to  them,  than  all  the  Greek  and 
Latin  writers ;  and  this  because  bis  tidclit\ 
and  compass  of  learning  are  everywhere 
conspt'^uous," 


< ..  >  U  n#«  \  •ci>*  9-i  Hua  .  t^rf*^  ■ 
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TABLE 


JEWISH  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 

PaTticularhf  oftkott  mentioned  in  Josephus  «  WorM$m 


OF  THE  JEWISH  MEASURES  OF  LENGTH. 


Cubit,  the  standard    . 
Zereth  or  large  spaa      . 
Small  span 

Palm  or  hand's  breadth 
Inch  or  thumb's  breadth 
Digit  or  finger's  breadth 
Orf^yia  or  fathom 
Ezekiel's  Canneh  or  reed 
Arabian  Cannah  or  pole 
Schcenus,  line  or  chain 
Sabbath-day's  journey   . 
Jewish  mile 
Stadium  or  furlong 
Parasang 


•  • 


Inches. 

21 

10.5 
7 

3.5 
1.16 
.675 
64 
126 
168 
1680 
42000 

e4<ioo 

8400 
252000 


FacL         iBoht^ 


OF  THE  JEWlsn  MEASURES  OF  CAPACITY. 


Bath  or  Epba   . 

Corus  or  Chomer 

Seah  or  Saton   . 

Ditto,  according  to  Josephuj 

Hin  .... 

Ditto,  according  to  Josephua 

Omer  or  Assaron 

Cab 

Log  .  .  .  . 

Metretes  or  Syrian  firkin 


Cub.  laetie*. 

807.274 
8072.74 
269.091 
828.28 
134.54 
414.12 
80.722 
44.859 
11.21 
207 


OF  THE  JEWISH  WEIGHTS  AND  COINS. 

Stater,  Siclus,  or  shekel  of  the  sanctuary,  the  standard  .         .         . 
Tyrian  coin,  equal  to  the  shekel        .         ,  .  ,  . 

Bekah,  half  of  the  shekel      ...... 

Drachma  Attica,  one-fourth      ...... 

Drachma  Alexandrina,  or  Darchon,  or  Adarchon,  one-half 
Gerah  or  Obolus,  one-twentieth         ..... 

Maneh  or  Mna — 100  shekels  in  weifjht  —  21,900  grains,  Troy. 

Maneh,  .Mtia  or  Mina,  a*  a  coin,  —  60  shekels 

Talent  of  siU-cr,  — 3000  shekels         ...... 

Drachma  of  polii,  not  more  than    .,.,., 
Shekel  of  gold,  not  more  than  .  ■  .         •         . 

Daric  of  ^uld  .....••• 

Talent  of  gold,  not  more  than  ,  .  , 


1 

9 

0 
0 

lOJ 

7 

0 
0 

3J 
1.10 

0 

.875 

( 

0 

10 

6 

14 

0 

140 

0 

3500 

0 

7000 

0 

700 

0 

21000 

0 

PInU  or  Pr-unrtt. 

27.83 

278.3 

9.266 

28.3 

4.4633 

14.3 

2.78 

1.544 

.39 

7.125 

£    .. 

rf. 

0    2 

6 

0    2 

B 

0    > 

3 

0    0 

'.'I 

0    1 

3 

0    0 

li 

7.10 

0 

375    0 

0 

0     1 

1 

0    4 

4 

1     0 

4 

648    0 

0 

866 


TABLE  OF  THE  JEWISH  MONTHS 

IN  JOS    THUS  AND  OTHERS,  WITH  THE  S\-EO-MACEDONIAN  NAMES 

JOSJPHDS  GIVES  THEIir,  AND  THE  NAMES  OF  THE  JCIiiX 

OR  ROMAN  MONTHS  CORRESPONDING 

TO  THEM. 


Bebrcw  Namc& 

1.  Kisan 

2.  Jyar 

3.  Si van 

4.  Tamuz 
3.  Ab 

6.  Elul 

7.  Tisri 

8.  Marcbesran 

9.  Casleu 

10.  Tebeth 

11.  Shebat 

12.  Adar 


S]rrD-M«cedoniaD  Naiaes. 
XaDthicus 
Artemisius 
Daesius 
Paneinus 
Lous 
Gorpixus 
Hyperbereteui 
Dius 
Apell»u3 
Audynsus 
Peritiua 
Dvstrus 


Veadar,  or  tb«  -^  xiTxd  Adar,  intercalated. 


Roman  Name!. 
March  and  April 
April  and  May 
May  and  June 
June  and  July 
July  and  Au^st 
August  and  September 
September  and  October 
October  and  November 
November  and  I>eceml'ftr 
December  and  January 
January  and  Febriiar-y 
February  and  March 


HiaxAiiA  fi 


0  o  «*a 


Mri^  SlwCR  Ivr 


"?a-.:' 


»«0 


INDEX. 


N.B. — THX   FIBST   NUMBER   IN    ORDEB  13   THAT  OF  THE   BOOK;    TWZ   SSCOVV, 

OP  THE  chapter;   and  the  third,  of  the  section,  or  sections. 


Aakon,  Antiq.  b.  it  ch-  xiit.  KCt  l;  b.  xx.  cb.  X. :  is 
trade  tii^h-priest.  b.  iii.  ch.  riti.  kcL  1;  bis  sons, 
ib;  bis  death,  b.  it.  ch  iv.  sjct.  7. 

Abassar,  or  Saoabassar.  Antiq   b.  x'l.  c.  tr.  lect  6. 

Ahbarus,  kiag  of  the  T)riaQS  Agaiust  Apion,  b.  i.  sect- 
AbdaslartU5,  king  of  tbe  Tyriaos,  Agaiost  Apion,  b.  L 
>*-ct    18. 

Abdemnn.  a  Tyrian.  Aiitiq.  b.  vUi.  c-  v.  3;  Ag&iost 
Apion,  b.  L  w-ct  17,  18. 

AbdenoRO.  or  Ab«iiiego.  Antiq.  b.  x.  c  x.  I. 

Abdon  succeeds  Elon  us  judt:?,  Antiq.  b.  v.  c  vii.  lo. 

Abel.  Antiq.  b   J.  c  ii.  I;  Itis  sacrifice,  ih. 

Abenaria,  kini;  of  Charax  Spasirii,  Antiq.  b.  xx.  c.  iL  I. 

Abia.  orAbijab,  the  son  of  Kelioboant.  Antiq  b.  vii.  c. 
X.  3  b.  viii.  ex.  I;  snccwda  his  father,  sect  4j  con- 
qurrs  the  ten  trib**fl.  b.  viii.  c.  xi    i^  J 

Abia,  king  of  the  Arabians,  .^ntiq.  b.  xx  c.  iv.  1. 

Abiitliir.  the  son  of  Ahiraelecli,  Antiq.  b.  v'l.  c.  xiv.  C; 
siTes  his  life  and  flies  to  Oiivid,  sect.  H;  is  hiL;h-priesl, 
b.  vL  c,  xiv  6;  and  b.  vii.  c.  r.  4 ;  and  c.  ii.  2;  anJ  c 
xi.8:  and  c  xiv.  4;  is  deprived  of  tbe  hik;b-priesthood, 

b.  viii.  c   i.  ."J.  I 
Abibalus.  kin^  of  the  Tyriaos,  Against  Apion,  h.  I,  wet 

17. 
Abigail,  Aoliq.  b.  vi  c.  xiii.  7;   married  to  David,  sect. 

8. 
Ahieail,  Amaia's  mother,  Antiq.  b.  vii.  c-  x.  1. 
Abihu.  the  sun  of  Aaron,  Antiq.  b   iii.  c,  viii   1 
Ah-jih,  or  Abia.  the  son  of  Rehohoam,  Antiq.  b.  vii.  c. 

X  3;   and  b  viiL  c.  x.  1;    snrceeds  his  father,  secL  4; 

conquers  ttle  ten  tribe-*,  b.  vii.  c.  xi.2.  3. 
Abilainaradochns.  or  Evil  Merodich,  Antiq.  b.  x.  c  xi. 
.^b'rnael,  Aniiq.  b  i   c.  vi.  -4. 
Abimelech  tyrannizes  over  the  Shecbemite%  Antiq.  b   v. 

c.  vii,  ! :  is  expelled,  sect.  3 ;  he  destroys  them  all,  sect 
4;  i.s  killed  by  a  piece  of  a  milUstone,  sect.  5. 

A^'inadab.  Antiq.  b.  vi  r    i.  4;  b.  viii.  c,  ii.  3. 

Ab<ram,  Antiq.  b.  iv,  r    ii,  2 

Abishan,  a  virjim,  David's  nnrse,  Aotiq.  b.  viL  r.  xiv.  3- 

Abishai,  Antiq.  b    vi.  c.  xiii.  9. 

Abner,  .Antiq.  h.  vii.  c  i.  4;  son  of  Ner.  c.  xiii,  sect  ! ; 
SauPs  kinsman,  b  vi.  c  iv.  3 ;  general  of  his  army,  b 
vii  C-  i.  3;  recitneiles  tbe  Israelites  to  David,  b  vii.  c. 
L  4;  l<t  killed,  sect,  o 

Ahrcin.  or  Abrriham,  the  son  of  Terah.  Antiq.  b  i.  c.  vi. 
S:  leaves  Cha Idea,  and  tfoes  to  Canaan,  c.  vii.  sect. 
1 ;  lives  at  Damascus,  sect  2;  advises  his  sons  to  plant 
colonies  c.  xv. .-  instructs  the  Egyptians  in  the  mathe- 
matical sciences,  r.  viii.  sect,  i;  divides  tbe  conotry 
between  himself  and  Lot,  sect  3;  God  promises  him  a 
son.  c.  X.  sect  3;  he  beats  the  Assyrians,  c.  x. ;  dies, 
c.  xvii. 

Absalom.  Antiq.  b.  vii.  c.  lit.  3;  flies  to  Gesbnr,  c.  viii. 
sect.  3:  is  recalled  by  a  stratagem  of  Joab,  sect  4,  5; 
rebels  airainst  David,  b,  vii.  c.  ix. ;  pursues  after  him. 
c.  X.  sect.  1 :  his  army  is  put  to  flii;itt.  sect,  2;  hangs 
on  n.  tree  by  his  hair,  ib. ,  is  stabbed  by  Joab,  and 
dies.  ib. 

Acenciiercv  king  of  Fi;ypt.  Aijainst  ApioD,  b.  i.  sect  lH. 

Ae*acbres,  quecB  of  £g7pt.  ib. 


Achiir,  or  Achaa.  is  guilty  of  then*  Antiq.  b.  t.  10|   ■• 

punished,  sect-  14. 
Acbvtophel,  or  Ahitophel.  Absalom's  favourite.  Aotiq. 

b.  vtL  c  ix.  2;  gives  evil  counsel,  sect  6^  bangs  hits- 

St  If,  sect.  8. 
Arhonius,  Aotiq.  b.  xi.  c.  v.  4. 
Acme.  War,  b.  i.  c.  xxxii.  6;  her  letters  to  Aotipaler  and 

Herod,  Antiq.  h.  xvii.  c,  v,  7;  her  death,  c  vii. 
Acraon,  ^n  ol  Arapli,  or  Ishbi.  the  son  uf  (lb.  of  tbe  race 

of  the  giants,  attacks  David,  Antiq.  b.  vii.  c.  xii  1;  is 

killed  by  Abishai,  ih. 
Acratheus.  <ir  Hatach,  Antiq.  b.  xi.  c  vl.  7. 
Actium.  battle  at,  Autiq.   b.  xv.  c  v.  1;   and  c.  vi.  1; 

War,  b.  i.  c.  xix.  If    in  the  seventh  year  of  Herod's 

rt-ign,  Antiq.  b.  xv.  c.  v.  2. 
Ada,  the  wite  of  I-aniech.  Antiq.  h.  i.  c.  Ii.  2. 
Adad,  a  king  of  Damascus,  Antiq.  b.  vii.  c  v.  2,  &c. 
.Adam  create«1,  Antiq.  b.  i.  c.  i.  2;  his  fall,  ih. 
Ader,  or  Hadad,  an  Idiimean,  Antiq.  b.  viii.  c.  vii.  6. 
Adonias.  or  Aditnij.th,  pretends  to  the  crown,  Antiq.  b. 

vii.  e,  xiv.  4;  takes  sanctuary  at  the  altar,  sect.  li.  9; 

demands  Abisbag  to  wife,  b.  viiL  c.  L  !>  2;  is  refused, 

sect.  3. 
Adooibtrzek,  king  of  Jerusalem,   Anliq.  b.  v.  c.  iu  2;  is 

made  a  prisoner,  and  has   Itis  hands  and  feet  cut  oS^ 

and  dies  at  Jerusalem,  ih. 
Adoram,  Antiq.  b.  vii,  cv.  4;  and  b.  viii.  c,  ii.  9. 
Adrammelech.  Antiq.  h.  x.  c.  i.  ^ 
A d rasa r.  or  Hadadezer,  king  of  '^opheoe,  or  Zoba,  An- 

t  q.  b.  viii.  c.  v.  I.;  b.  viii.  c.  vii.  6. 
£butitis,  a  decuTion,  Life,  sect.  24. 
£gypt  named  from  a  king,  Against  Apion,  b.  1.  sect 

15. 
jEeyptian  kings  called  Pharaohs  for  1300  years,  till  the 

reign  of  Solomon,  Antiq.  h.  viii.  c.  vi.  2. 
.Egyptians,  famous  before  all  other  nations  for  wisdom, 

Antiq.  b.  viii.  c.  ii.  3;    teamed  mathemaiies  of  Abra- 
ham.   Antiq.  b.  i.  c  viii.  2;    their  sacred  scribes  or 

priests,  b.  ii.  c.  ix.  2;    they  beid  it  unlawful   to  feed* 

cattle,  b.  ii.  c.  vii.  a. 
.3i)gyptians'  false  pr.iphet  put  to  flight  by  Felix,  Antiq. 

b.  xx.  c.  viii.  6;   W'ar,  h.  ii.  c.  xiii.  5. 
Julius  Gallus,  Antiq.  b.  xv.  c.  ix.  3. 
.Emilios  Regulus.  Antiq,  b.  xix.  c.  i.  3. 
.-Eneas,  sum.-imed  A retas,  succeeds  Obodas  in  Arabia, 

Anliq.  b.  xvi.  c  ix.  4. 
.Xsopos.  a  servant,  Antiq.  b.  XT.  r.  iii.  % 
..Ethiopian  commodities  were  slaves  and  mookeya,  An*' 

tiq.  h.  viiL  c.  vi.  6,  &c. ;  and  c.  vii.  2. 
jEti'iopians  bordering  on  the  Arabians,  Aotiq.  b  Ix.  c 

V.  3. 
Agag.  king  of  the  Amalekites,  Antiq.  b.  vi.  c  vii.  2;  is 

killed,  sect.  5. 
Agar,  or  Hagar,  and    Ishmael,  arc  sent  away  by  Abra- 
ham, Antiq.  b.  i.  c.  xiiL  3. 
Aggeus,  or  Ilacgai  the  prophet,  Anliq.   h.   xi.  c.  i-v.  5, 

7;    he  prophecies  at  Ihe  rebuilding  of  the  temple,  ih. 
Agones,  or  t^ames  every  fifth   year,  in   honour  of  Ceesar. 

institnted  by  Herod.  Anliq.  b.  xv.  r^  riiL  Ij    War.  h, 

i,  e.  xxi.  8;  at  tbe  fiaisbiDf  Cesarca,  Antiq.  h.  xtL  q. 

v.  L 
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Agrippa't  (Mftrcns  the  Romftn)  booot^  towards  the  Jews, 
Antio,  Tii.  liu  2;  is  •plt-ndwily  enlertaiiicd  bjr  Herod, 
x?i.  li.  1;  makes  rqu'al  returns  lo  liira  at  S)nope. 
•fct.  2;  his  expedition  lo  the  Bosphoriia.  ib,;»his 
speech  to  the  Jews  at  Jenisalem.  War,  ii.  xv'u  '•i^  A ;  ke 
confirms  ihtfir  privilcee*.  Antiq.  xvi.  ii,  i;  his  letter  to 
the  Kphesian*.  in  lavour  of  the  Jews,  c.  vL  sect.  4; 
and  lo  lhoi«e  ot  Cvrene,  sect.  6. 

Af;ripp3  the  Grrai.  or  Llder,  Herod's  {rrandsoD.  Antiq. 
jTii.  ii,  2:  and  xviii.  v  4;  War.  l  xxviit.  I;  his  va- 
rious adventures,  Anttq,  XTiU.  5.  4,  &c. ,-  is  manacled 
and  imprisoned,  c.  Ti  sect.  6;  his  future  liberty  and 
happiness  foretuM,  Sect.  7 ;  is  released  and  made  lurd" 
of  two  tetmrchifs,  with  the  title  of  liin^,  »ect.  10; 
^ives  Caius  a  samptiious  entertainment  at  Rome,  r. 
xviii,  dert.  7;  is  sent  by  the  sen:ite  to  Claudius,  xix. 
iv.  I.  3;  hi^  advice  to  Claudius,  ih.  Stc.i  is  sent  bark 
to  the  kiitEdom.c.  iv.  sect,  1;  Chnidiiis  bestows  on 
bim  almost  al]  the  dominions  of  bis  grandfather,  c. 
T.  sect.  1;  his  eulo^iiim,  c.  vii.  sect.  J;  bis  bouaty 
towards  those  of  Her>tu&,  sect  5;  he  trta's  several 
kinps  sflendidly.  c.  viii,  sect.  I;  entertains  Cesarea 
with  shows,  and  aftpeurs  himself  upon  the  stace  ma 
macnificrnl  dress,  and  is  applaudt-d  as  a  co'l,  seci.  2; 
difs'soon  alter  an  unnatural  dealfi,  ib. ;  bis  death  and 
children,  M  ar.  ii.  xi.  6.  fi. 

Agrippa,  hia  M>n  by  Cxproa.  H'ar*  ii.  xu  <>;    did  not  im- 
mediately suroeed  in  his  fatlier's  Lmcdom.  Anfq.  xix. 
X.  2;    Claudius  cavr  him  that  i>f   his  uncle  Herod  [of  ; 
Chalcis],  XX.  V.  2;    \1ttr,  ii.  xii.  1;  lo  which  he  added  i 
the  telrarcbies  of  Philip  and   I.ysanifts,  c.  Tji.  s«ct.  I; 
be  is  hurt  by  a  »ling-s(<>ne  al  the  >ivl^  of  Gamala,  iv.  | 
L  3;  his  lelters  lo  Jo^ephus,  Life,  sect.  61;   his  t'.imous 
speech  to  ihe  Jew?,  to  dissuade  them  from  a  war  with  ■ 
the  Romans,  War.  ii,  xvi.  4,  a. 

Aprippa,  son  ol  Felix  and  Prnsilta^  Antiq,  XX.  Til.  2. 

Aenppa  Ponteus  slain,  War,  vi*.  iv.  :l. 

Ahab,  kins  of  Israel,  Antiq.  vii.  xiii.  ) ;  js  reproved  bv 
Elijah,  sect,  ti;  Gchts  with  I^enhailad,  and  beats  him*, 
c  xiv.  feet.  I,  &r. :  pardons  him,  sect.  ■) ;  is  afterwards 
killed  himseli  by  the  Syrians,  c.  xv,  sect  5]  bit  ton%^ 
ix.  fi,  5. 

Abasiah,  bis  son,  Antiq.  viiL  xv.  6;  and  ix.  u.  2;  tu 
sect.  3. 

Ahaziali,  kim;  of  Judah,  Antiq.  ix.  vi.  X 

Aliaz,  kint;  ol  Judah.  Antiq.  ix.  xii.  2. 

Ahijah,  the  prophet,  AoUq.  viii.  vii.  7;  bis  prophtcj,  X.  ' 
iv.  4.  .  ] 

Ahikam,  Antiq.  X.  is.  I.  I 

Ahimnaz,  the  son  of  Zndok,  Antiq.  vii.  ix.  2:  c.  x.  wet. 
4.  5;  h'(;h-prie»t,  x.  viii.  C». 

Ahimelech,  or  Achimelech,  Ihe  priest, or  high-priett, slain  : 
by  Ihe  order  of  Saul,  Antiq.  vi.  xiii.  4,  &c 

Ahitub,  Antiq.  viii.  i.  3.  1 

Ahitophel,  or  Achitophel,  Antiq.  vii.  ix.;  gives  evil 
counsel,  sect.  5;  ban?*  liimsell,  seel,  6.  I 

Ai  besieged,  Antiq.  t.  i.  12;  taken,  sect-  lA 

Aizel,  or  Uzal,  Antiq.  i,  Ti.  -L 

Alans,  War,  vii.  vii,  4. 

Albinns,  pnx"unitor  of  Judea,  Antiq,  xx.  it.  I. 

Alcimus,  or  Jaomus,  the  wicked  high-priest,  Antiq.  xiii. 
ix.  7;  calumniates  Judas  before  Demetrius,  c  x.  sect. 
1;  dies,  seot.  U 

Alcyon,  n  physii  ian.  Antiq.  xix.  L  20 

Alexander.  Lysiuiachus,  the  alabarcb,  Antiq.  xviii.  vi. 
3;  and  xix.  v.  1 ;  and  xx.  v.  2. 

Alexander,  the  son  of  Alt^xandrr  by  Glaphyra.^  War^  i. 
xxviiL  1. 

Alexander,  the  son  of  Antiochus  Cpipbanes,  Antiq. 
xiiu  ii.  I;  surnamed  Dalas,  ib,  in  vote;  king  of  >y- 
ria.  sect  2;  his  letter  to  Jonathan,  ib.;  encases  in  a 
bailie  with  Hemetrius.  sect.  4 ;  demands  Ftolemy 
Fliilometer'9  daughter  in  marrio:;e,  c.  iv.  sect.  1 ;  is 
killed  in  Arabia,  and  bis  head  sent  to  Ptolemy,  sect. 

Alexander  and  Aristob.ulus.  Herod's  sons,  put  in  prison, 

,  Antiq.  xvi.  x.  6;  strangled  by  tbeir  r.ithe['s  order,  c 
Xt.  sect.  6;    War,  i.  xxvii.  6. 

Alexander,  the  son  of  Aristobulas.  Antiq.  xiv,  iv.  5; 
War.  i.  viii.  7;  troubles  Syria,  Antiq.  xiv.  iv.  2;  males 
war  upon  the  Honians,  War  i.  viii,  5;  is  conquered  by 
Gabinus,  ih.;  killed  by  Pompey's  order,  Antiq.  xiv. 
vi'.  4;   War,  i.  ix.  2, 

Alexander  Janneus  succeeds  bis  brother  Aji.stobuliis, 
War.  i.  iv.  1;  a  sedition  raised  asainsl  him.  Antiq. 
xiiL  xiv.  2.  See.;  his  exfediiion  acainst  Plolemai.i.  c. 
xiL  sect.  2:  lie  is  called  Thracidas.  lor  bis  barbarous 
cruelty,  c,  xiv.  *f;ct.  2;  d  es  :>'  a  quartan  a^ue.  ufier 
Ihier  years'  sickiici^  e.  xv.  Mct.  di  Kar,  k  iv.  ti;  hu 


pons,    Hjrrc&nut  and   Aristobalus,   Antiq.   xiii.   xrl| 
War.  i.  T.  !. 

Alexander  the  Great,  succeeds  his  father  I'hilip,  Antiq. 
xi.  xiii.  HI;  c^nqtiers  ll:\rnis  STl.  :t;  pi  r-nt-v  li  •.  v  r* 
lories  through  Asia.  ib.  itc. ;  sends  a  tft'er  to  the  I'leli 
priest  at  Jerusalem,  ib.  i  poes  himsell  to  Jeni-alrm 
sett.  5,  his  dream,  ih.:  he  .idores  the  name  of  (•■d  on 
tlie  bigb.priesl's  fort-head,  ih.;  enters  the  temptr,  ib.-, 
grants  privileges  to  the  Jews,  ib. ;  the  F'ampliyhan  sea 
gives  way  to  his  army,  Antiq.  ii.  xvi.  6;  his  arms  a  nit 
armour  kept  in  the  temple  of  Diana,  at  Kljmais,  xti. 
ix.  1 ;  his  empire  divided  alter  liis  death,  c.  i. 

Alexander,  the  sou  ut  I'hasaelus  and  >>tlampsio,  Antiq. 
stilt.  T.  4. 

Alexander  (Tiberius)  succeeds  Caspins  Fadus  as  procu* 
rator  of  Judea,  A  iiliq.  xx.  v.  2;  War.  ii.  xi,  6;  is  made 
procurator  of  £g>pt,  ii.  XV.  1 ;  c  xviii.  sect.  7  :  is  made 
chief  commander  of  tbc  Roman  army  under  Vespasian, 
iv,  X.  6;  and  vi.  iv.  \i, 

Alexander  Zebina.  kini;  of  Syria,  is  conquered  by  An- 
tiochus Grypus,  and  dies,  Antiq.  xiii.  ix.  .X 

Alexandra,  Alexander  .lanneus's  widow,  holds  the  admi- 
nistration, alter  his  death.  Antiq.  xi  i.  xvi.  1 ;  falls  sick, 
and  dies,  sect.  .5,  (>;   her  eiilogium,  ib.  , 

Alexandra,  daughter  of  Hyrcanus  wife  of  Alexander,  the 
son  ol  Arislobulus,  H>rcanus's  brother,  and  mother 
of  another  Arislobiilus  and  Mariamne,  Aniiq.  xv.  ii.  S; 
writes  a  letter  to  Cleopatra,  ih. ;  sends  the  pictures  of 
her  SOD  and  danghler  to  Antoniiis.  by  the  advice  of 
Dellius,  seel.  6;  is  feignedly  ref-^onciled  lo  Herod,  wet, 
7:  is  suspected  by  Herod,  c.  iii.  sect.  2;  prepares  Id 
fly  into  KpypI,  ib. ,-  bemoans  the  death  of  Arisiobulns, 
sect.  4;  acquaints  Cleojgitra  with  the  snares  of  Herod, 
and  the  death  of  her  sun  sect,  ft;  is  put  into  prison, 
sect.  9;  her  indecent  behaviour  towards  her  daughter 
Mariamne,  c.  vii.  sect.  4;  is  killed  by  Herod's  order^ 
sect,  a 

Alexandra,  daughter  of  Pbasaeltis  and  Salampsio,  Antiq. 
xviii.  v.  4;  is  married  to  Timius  Cypriu",  ib. 

Alexandria's  causeway  to  tbe  island  Pharos,  seven  fur- 
longs lung,  Antiq,  xii.  ii,  12;  a  great  pari  of  that  cilf 
assigned  to  the  Jews,  xiv.  vii.  2;  the  Jews  declared 
its  citizens  on  a  brazen  pillar  by  Julius  Caesar,  c  x. 
swt.  1,  2 

Atexas.  >atome's  husband,  Antiq.  xvii.  i.  1;  War,  L 
xxviiL  1 

Alexas  Seicias,  Alexas's  <on,  Antiq.  xvliL  V.  4. 

Alisphragmutho^is.  or  Halispbra^uthosis,  king  of 
Kg\pt,  AgainM  Apion,  i.  sect.  14. 

Alilurus.  a  Jew.  Life,  sert.  3. 

Aliiance  between  Ptuleay  and  Antiochus,  Antiq.  xii.  ir. 
I. 

Altar  of  incense,  Antiq.  iii.  vi.  8;  of  burnt-offering  made 
of  unhewn  stone,  War,  v.  t.  6;  Agaiu^t  Apion,  L  tecX. 
22. 

(Imadetba,  or  Hammadetha,  AnIiq.  xi.  vi.  S,  12. 

Anialekites  attack  Ihe  Israelites,  Antiq.  iiL  ii.  I ;  &Tq 
conquered  and  plundered,  sect.  4,  5. 

Aman,  or  Haman,  the  eneniy  of  tlie  Jews^  Antiq.  xi,  vi. 
1.5;  his  edict  ugainsl  the  .tews.  seel,  (i;  he  orders  a 
callows  to  he  erected  for  .Mordecai,  sect  10;  is  ol>lig«-d 
to  honour  Mordecai,  ib.;  his  malxinus  design  is  \Ai, 
before  the  kine,  sect.  11,  Ms  edict  countttmanded, 
sect.  12;   he  is  himsf  ll  banged  on  the  t^allows,  sect.  13. 

Amarinus,  or  Omri,  king  of  tbe  Israelites,  Anliq.  viii. 
xii,  5. 

Aniasa,  general  of  the  army,  Antiq.  vi.  x.  1;  and  xi.  1; 
the  son  of  Jelber,  c.  xv.  sect.  1 ;  killed  by  Joab,  ib.  C. 
Xu  sect  7. 

Amasias,  or  Amaziah,  king  of  Judah,  Antiq.  ix.  viii.  4} 
c.  ix.  sect  1 ;  makes  war  on  Jehoa.«h,  king  of  I.srael, 
sect  3;  is  beaten,  ib.;  and  murdered  in  a  cuuspirauy, 
ib. 

Amasias,  or  Maaseiah,  king  Ahaz's  son,  slain  in  battle. 
Antiq.  ix.  xii.  1. 

Amasias,  or  Maaseiah,  governor  of  the  city,  Antiq.  x.  17 
1. 

Aniathius,  Antiq.  i.  vi,  2. 

Ambassadors  sent  with  presents  to  Hezekiah,  Antiq.  x. 
ii.  2;  ambassadors  of  Ihe  Jews  slain  by  the  Arabs,  xv 
V.  2;  this  a  violation  of  t  e  law  of  iKiiu.ns,  Arct  J,  c 
vii.  Sect.  9;  ambassjtd-crs  had  a  rig'  t  lo  sit  auion;  ib« 
Roman  senators  in  the  tlieatre,  xiv.  x.  i>. 

Amhassage  sent  by  .lanathan  to  the  Lacedemonians,  Ad- 
t;q.  xiii.  v.  8;  sent  by  the  Jews  to  Rome,  xii.  x.  6, 

Ambition  and  avarice  causes  of  many  misclueis,  Antiq 
vii.  i.  5. 

Atnbivius,  (Moivui)  procurator  of  Judea,  Antiq.  xvlU 
iL  2. 
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AMcerp  is,  kiog  of  CffTpt,  Aninst  Apioo,  i.  mcU  16, 

Ame*»Ci,  qupcn  of  Egypt,  Ae^inat  Apioo,  U  sect.  IS. 
AminaKhih,  Antiq.  ri.  u  4;  and  xi.  iv.  L 
Aronioniu*,  Aniiq.  xiiu  iv.  G;  kiMed,  ih.  I 

Amnon,  l)»Tu)'s  soil,  Antiq.  Tii.  ill.  J;  frills  io  Inve  with 

his  siaier  Tamar,  c.  riii.  fcccL  I;  is  sltUQ  by  AbuJom's 

Onier,  sect.  5. 
Amoriten  Riven  to  ihe   tribei  of  Reuben  and  Gad,  and 

Ibt^  bair  tribe  of  Maoasseh,  Antiq.  iv.  vii,  3> 
Amphithraire  built  at  Jfruaalt:m,  aod  aaultier  in  the  ad- 

joinine  plain,  by  Herod  t^e  Great,  Aotiq.  xt.  Tiii.  1; 

aoolher  at  Jericho,  xviL  Ttii.  2. 
Amram,  Moss's  father,  Aottq.  iL  ix.  2. 
Amram,  Aotii^.  xx.  i.  L 
Aniraphel,  Aniiq.  i.  ix. 
Aiuutal,  or  (tamutil,  Antiq.  x.  t.  3. 
AD^cti^rias,  or  R.ibsaris,  a  ^oeral  of  Seoacherib,  Antiq. 

X.  u  L 
Aoaodus  made  hUb-priest.  Antiq.  xr,  iu  4;  deprived  of 

it,  c.  ill.  secL  I :  rr^^torrd  to  it,  sect.  X 
Anania.%  sun  of  >fbedms,  made  hii;h*pne*l,  Aniiq.  XX. 

T.  V;  War,  ii.  xiu  6,  c  xvii.  sect,  i;  his  son  Auaous, 

c:.  x:t.  sect.  6;  both  sent  in  fetters  to  Kone,  Aaliq.  xx. 

vi.  :f;  slaio,  together  With   bis  brother  LsiiLuis,  War, 

iu  xvii,  9. 
Ananias  (fiifferent  from  the  former),  Anltq.  xi.  iv.  6;  son 

u(  Oiuas,  Xlii.  X.  4i  c.  xiL  vcl.  i. 
Auania\  the  sod  of  MasamUalus,  bigh*prieat.  War,  r. 

xiil.  I. 
Anan'js  Stonier,  maHe   hi^b-priesl,  Antiq.  XX.  ix.  1;  bis 

euluei^m,  \Wr.  iv.  iii,  7. 
4n;inu«  junior,  the  9  in  of  Anaims.  made  high-priesi.  An- 

liq.  xx.ix.  J;   I  jff,  stx-t  .i.4,   U  ar,  ir.  lii   9;  h))i  speech 

to  the  people,  aert.  10:  «ocu»ed  n|  ihe  murder  o(  James 

the  Bisbup,  Aiitiq   XX    ix.  I:    dtrpriTed    of  the  bigh- 

prieslhood.  Ht.i  (iiTi  di-alh,  War.  it.  v.  2. 
Ananus  [or  Annas],  son  ".f  Srtti,  made  bigh-priest,  An- 
tiq. Kviii.  ii.  li  (IrjHMFH.  .41  cL  i. 
Aii:»nus.  Si»n  of   Bumadn^,  •<i\c  of    ^imoii'.<»  life-guards. 

War.  T,  xiil.  I;  flirsio  Titii^  vi.  IT. '2. 
Aiianu*,  cuvrrnnr  uf  Ihe  trmple,  Antiq.  xx.  x\.  2. 
Aoanut^  son  ot  J<jnatbiii>,  \V  ar,  ii,  xix.  5. 
Anchut,  ur  Acbisti,  kin/  of  (>iiUt.  Aiiliq.  ri,  xiv.  i. 
Antlrea«,  raptti-i    r'  I*iiila-lrlphii>N  liie-guard,  Autiq.xli. 

ii.  i,  J.  4;  .A^inst  Api^a,  ii.  secL  4. 
Andromachus  expelled  tbe  court  of  Herod,  Antiq.  xvi. 

Tiii.  3. 
AnJronicai,  son  of  Me-salimus,  ^ritiq.  xiiL  iii. 4. 
Aner,  Abraham's  cauG^lenile,  Antiq.  i.  t.  2. 
Ayya-v^r^x.,  or  forcible  pressure  taken  off  the  Jews  by 

Di-tnetnus  Antiq.  xiiL  ii.  3. 
AiiTcts  of  liod  become  familiar  with  women,  Antiq.  i. 

ill.  1. 
Anirlius.  Anl)<).  xriiL  ix.  1,  4,5;    killed  by  the  Babvlo- 

ni;ina.  »^ct.  7 
Aoiia,  or  Hannah,  the  wif*-  of  E  Iran  ah,  Antiq.  r,  x.  2. 
Antiiha%  put  to  death  b\  Fadus,  fur  a  mutin>,  Antiq.  xx. 

i.  1. 
Anniiis  fLurin^".  t.ikes  Gerasa,  War,  jr.  ix.  1. 
Annius  Minucianus,  Antiq.  xix.  1.3. 
Annuls  Jiufus,  procurator  o(  J  udea,  Antiq.  xviU.  ii.  2. 
Ano>-h.  or  F.noch,  Antq.i,  ii.  '2. 
Ant'-in^  killf^d.  Antiq.  xix.  i.  lo. 

Anit^MDUS  govems  Asia,  after  Alexander's    death,  An- 
iiq.  xi'.  1;   his  fleet  heatcn  by  Piolemy,  c.  xi.  sect.  10. 
Aiiii;')au%    son    of    Aristobulus,    Aotiq.    xiv.  iv.  5;    c 

Tii.  sect,    t;    impeaches   Hyrcanus  and  Antipaler,  c 

Tiii.  sect.  4;   War,  i.  x.   1;    is  conquered  by  Herod, 

Aniiq.  xiv.  xii.  I ;  invades  Judea,  by  the  help  of  the 

Pirthians  c   xiii.  sect.  3;    is  re-established  in    tbe 

?'^vpmment,  sect  10;   War,  I.  xiii.9:    cuts  off  Hyr- 

canus's  ears,  and  cajjses  the  death  of  Pbasaelus,  ib. ; 

surrenders  himself  to  Sosius,  Antiq.  xiv.  xvi.  2; 
Wir,  i.  xviii.  2;  is  sent  in  fetters  to  Marcus  Anto- 
Qius,  ib. ;  was  tbe  first  king  whose  head  was  cut  off  by 

the  Romans,  Antiq.  xv.  L2;   reigned  before  Herod, 

rvii.  V.  2. 
Aoti^ionns.  son  of  Hyrcanus  I.,  aod  brother  of  king  Aris- 

tobuln\  nitt'le  commander  at  tbe  siege  of  Samaria, 
Antiq.  xiii.  x.  2;  is  beloved  by  his  brother,  c  xi.  sect, 
I ;  is  watched  by  the  queen  and  her  favourites,  and  by 
thfir  calU'jaoies  slain,  sect  2;  War,  t.  iii.  2,  3,  4. 
Antioph  is  ihe  chief  citv  in  Syria,  and  tbe  third  city  in 
tli^  Roman  empire.  War,  tii  ii.  4;  the  Jews  made  cirt- 
Sens  thereof  by  ^ieleucus  Nicator,  Antiq-  xit.  iii.  1;  il 
U  hnrnl  du'.vn.  War,  viii.  iii.  4 

y|icM:liu«  rfhel'i  agaiTist    rVioe'rins.  Antiq.    xiii  iv.  7; 

Iheir  envy  a^inst  tbe  Jew«,  xit.  liu  1. 


Autiocbus,  kin;  of  Comnajrene,  Antiq.  xrtil  H.  A;  and 
xix.  r.  1;  c.  viii.  sect.  1;  War,  v.  xi,  3;  and  ViL  «ii. 
I ;  a  part  nf  Cilicia,  tufTclber  with  Commatiene,  ^rantL'j 
him  b)  Cl.iudius,  Antiq.  xix.  ▼.  I. 

Aotiorbus  Cysicenus,  Aniiq.  xiii.  x.  1;  assists  the  Sa- 
maritans, l)ut  is  put  Io  fli^hl,  secL  2;  U  ar,  i.  ii.  2;  is 
taken  prisoner,  and  put  to  death  by  Seleucus,  Aotiq. 
riii.  xiiL  4. 

Aniiuchus  Dionjsius,  fourth  son  of  Antiochus  Grvpas, 
kint;  of  S>ria.  makes  an  expedition  against  the  Jews, 
Antiq.  xiii.  xv.  1 ;  War.  i.  iv.  7. 

Antiochus  the  (ireat.  Antiq.  xii.  iii.  3;  his  letten  in 
f.iTour  of  tbe  Jrws.  ib.  Slc;  bis  wars  with  Piolemy 
Pbilupater  and  I'tkyacon,  ib. ;  marries  bis  daughter 
Cleopatra  to  Ptuleio),  c,  iv.  sect.  L 

Antiochus  Kpiphanes  makes  an  expedition  into  Eg)'pt, 
Auliq.  xti.  V.  2:  lakes  Jemsaicm,  and  pluoJrrs  l*ie 
temple,  fcU  :i,  &c :  War.  L  i.  1.  Acc;  and  vi.  X. : 
goes  into  Persia,  Antiq.  xiii.  vii.  2;  desii^is  to  destroy 
the  Jews  upon  his  return,  ib.:  his  answers  to  the  Sa- 
maritans, c  r.  sect.  6;  bis  impiety,  xiii.  viii.  2;  be 
dies,  and  leaves  Itie  admioistration  to  Philip,  xii.  ix. 

Antiochus  Eupator.  his  son,  invades  Jutlea,  Antiq.  xtu 
ix.  4;  fiebis  with  Judas,  th.;  War,  i.  i.  %>;  makes 
peace  with  the  Jews.  Antiq.  xii.  ix.  7;  breaks  it,  ib. ; 
is  killed  by  Pemi-trius,  c.  x.  seel.  I. 

Antiochus  <tr>pus.  son  of  Demetriua  Soter,  Antiq.  xiii. 
X.  I ;  his  death,  c.  xiii.  secL  4. 

Antiorhus  Philometrr.  Antiq.  xiiu  xii.  2. 

.Antiochus  Pitis,  son  of  Antiuchus  Cyzicenas,  makes  war 
with  Seleiiciis.  Antiq.  xiii.  xiii.  4:  is  sluio  in  battle,  ih. 

Antiochus  Kusebiiis,  or  Pius,  ibe  brother  of  LVmelrius 
besie|:es  Jerusalem.  Antiq.  xiii.  viiL  2.  raises  the  siege 
Sect.  4;  m^ikes  an  expedilioo  at;ainst  the  Partbiana,  it 
dt-f'-atrd  and  kiliel.  ib. 

Anlit>rl.us,  the  grandson  of  Seleucus,and  sonof  Alexao* 
der.  is  commonly  culled  The  God,  Antiq  xiu  iii.  2;  is 
crowned  in  his  >Du(h.  xiii.  v.  ^j  enters  into  all»nce 
with  Jonathan  the  high-priest.  secL4;  is  slain  by  Try- 
phon,  his  tutor,  c.  vii.  sect  1;  Mar,  Lii.  1. 

Antii>chi)s,the  brother  of  Selcucus,  slain  in  battle,  Antiq. 
xiii.  xiii.  4. 

Antiixhus  Suler,  brother  of  Demetrius,  father  of  Grypnt, 
Antiq  xiii.  x.  1;  makes  war  with  Trypho,  c.  Tii.  sect 
2. 

Aotipas,  Herd's  son  by  Malthac*-,  a  Samaritan,  Antiq. 
xvii.  1.5;  War,  i.  xxviii.  4;  is  tetrarch  of  Galilee,  c. 
viiL  sect.  1;  c.  xi.  sect.  4;  and  i.  xxxiii.?;  goes  to 
Home  to  get  to  be  a  king.  Antiq.  xvii.  ix.  4;  War,  ii. 
iL  H;  what  was  left  him  by  Herod,  Antiq.  xvii.  viii.  1 1 
what  was  civen  hira  by  Cesar,  c.  xi.  sect  4;  ones 
declared  king  by  Herod,  War.  L  xxxii.  7. 

Antipas,one  of  the  royal  lineage,  is  put  in  prison  and 
slain.  War,  iv.  iiL  4,5, 

Antipaler,  the  Idamean,  Hi-rod's  father,  called  Antipas, 
excites  troubles.  Antiq.  xiv.  j.  3;  is  sent  ambassador 
to  Aretas,  by  Scaarus.  c.  v.  sect  I;  his  wife  Cypms, 
the  .Arabian,  and  his  children,  c  viL  sect  3;  his  vaU 
our,  c.  viiL  sect  1;  he  advises  Hyrcanus  to  pot  him- 
self under  the  protection  of  Aretas,  War,  i.  vi.  2; 
makes  his  son  Phasaelus  governor  of  Jerusalem,  and 
Herod  of  Galilee,  Antiq.  xiv.  ix.  2;  War,  i.  x.  4; 
endeavours  to  deserve  Csesar's  favour.  C-  Tiiu  sect  I; 
and  i.  ix.  3;  is  honoured  by  Ceesar,  and  made  citizen 
of  Rome,  Antiq.  xiv,  viiL  ■*;  War,  i.  ix.  3;  his  de- 
fence against  Antigonus,  Aotiq.  xiv.  viiL  4;  War,  L 
X-  2;  is  made  governor  of  Judea,  Antiq.  xiv.  riiu  5; 
War,  L  X.  0;  is  greatly  esteemed  anong  the  Jewa^ 
Antiq.  xiv.  ix.  2;  is  poisoned,  c  xi.  sect.  4;  W^TfL 
xL4. 

Antipaler,  son  of  Phasaelus  and  Salampsio^  grandson  of 
Herod  tbe  Great,  Antiq.  xviiL  V.  4. 

Antipater,  son  of  Salome,  impeaches  Arcbelaus  befora 
Csesar,  Aoiiq.  xvii   ix.  5. 

Dtipatt-r,  son  of  Herod,  Antiq.  xiv.  xiL  I;  is  sent  to 
Kume  to  Cassar,  xvL  iiL  3;  War,  L  xsix.  2;  c  xxxL 
sect.  2;  while  he  is  there,  he,  by  letters,  sets  his  la- 
ther against  his  brethren.  Antiq.  xvi.  iv.  1;  War.i. 
xxiii.  1;  c.  xxiv.  sect  1  i  his  subtilty,  Autiq.  xvi.  viL 
2;  is  recalled  by  Herod,  c.  iii.  scct3;  and  xvii.  v.  1; 
he  leiffns  jointly  with  bis  father,  c.  i.  sect.  1;  is  hated 
by  ever>boiy  after  the  slaughter  of  bis  bretliren,  ib-; 
aitempts  hi»  father's  life,  ib.;  is  concerned  for  him- 
Sf\{  ib. ;  War,  i.  xxxi.  3;  appears  before  Varus's 
tritiunal.  Antiq.  xvii.  v.  3.  .War,  i.  xxxii  1 ;  his  plr« 
for  himself,  ib.;  iii  put  in  irons,  Antiq  xvii.  v.  7; 
War.  i  xxxii.  A;  is  put  to  dmih,  Aniiq.  xvii.  viL: 
W;«r,  i.  xxxiii.  7. 
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ADtipater,  &  Samaritan,  Antlq.  xru.  it.  9;  War,  L  xxx- 
6 

Annpater,  Herod's  sister's  son,  Antiq.  XTii.  i.  3. 

Antipatris,  taken  by  Vespasian,  War,  iv.  Tii.  1. 

Antiphihis,  Antiq.  xvii.  iv.  2;  War.  i.  xxx.  5;  his  tetter 
to  Antipater,  H-rod's  sod,  Antiq.  xvii.  v.  7. 

AntuQia,  ClaUfiiiiVs  dau^liter  by  i'etina.  War,  ii.  xiu  8. 

Anionia,  Claudius's  mulber,  and  Drusus's  wile,  lends 
money  to  Acrippa  the  elder,  Antiq.  xviii.  vi.  4;  bcr 
euloirium,  sect.  6. 

Antonia,  the  tow-r,  called  Baris  before.  War,  i.  iii.  3;  is  j 
taken  by  Titus  vi.  i.  ?,  &c,  | 

Antony,  acaptaio,  VI  a r,  iii.  ii.  1,  &c.  i 

Antony,  a  centurion,  c  vit  sect.  'Si, 

Anti.ny  (Mark  ,  his  valour,  Aolrq.  xir.  V.  3;  War,  f.  viii 
4;  b:s  and  i ''olabella'*  d(rcree  in  favour  of  ttie  Jews, 
Aniiq.  xiv.  x.  it,  &ec,;  be  marches  into  Asia  alter  Cas- 
Bius*9  defeat,  c.  xii.  stcX.  2;  his  letter  to  Hynranus,  seCI. 
3;  to  the  Tyrian*,  sect.  4:  he  falls  in  love  with  Cleo- 
^jatra,  r.  xiii.  sect.  4;  makes  Phasaelvis  and  Herod  le- 
trarchs,  lb. ;  orders  their  accusers  to  be  put  to  death, 
sect.  6;  confers  signal  favours  on  Herod,  c- xiv.  seel. 
5;  sojourns  at  Athens  c.  sv.  secL  5;  War,  i.  xvL  4; 
H«  i«»^"ry,  Antiq.  xv.  li.  li. 

Anlonius  (Lucius),  Viark  Antony's  son,  sends  a  letter  lo 
the  iSardians.  in  lav.nir  of  the  Jews,  Antiq.  xiv.  x.  17. 

Anlonias  Priaius,  War,  iv.  xi.  i. 

Anubis.  a  cod,  Antiq.  xviii.  iii.  4. 

Apacbnas,  kiti«  of  E^ypt,  Against  Apion,  t  sect.  14. 

Apanie,  Darius's  concubine.  Antiq.  xi.  iri.  5. 

Apion,  ambassador  for  the  Alexaudriaos  to  Caios,  Antiq. 
xvviL  viii.  1. 

Apollo's  temple  at  Gaza.  Antiq.  xiii.  xiii   3. 

A  polio's  temple  in  the  palac«f  :»t  Kume,  War,  L  lu  6. 

A|>ollodolus,  captain  of  the  Gazeans,  Antiq.  xiii.  xiii.  3; 
killH.  ill. 

Apollontus  "on  of  Alexander,  Antiq.  xiii.  ix.  2. 

Apollooius  Prtus.  trovernor  of  Ceelesvria,  Antiq.  xiii.  W. 
3;  challenges  Jonathan  to  an  engagement,  and  is  de- 
feated, ib, 

Apoltonius,  governor  of  Samaria,  Antiq.  xit  v.  5;  c.  vii. 
sect. 

ApoiHiii.  Antiq.  xix.  iv.  .i 

\pophi«.  Vine  of  t-trypt.  Apainst  Apion,  i.  sect.  14. 

Apsalom,  War,  ii,  xvii.  9. 

Apsao,  or  Ibzau,  judi^e  after  Jephtha,  Antiq.  T.  vii.  13, 
14.  .      .    , 

Aquila,  the  murderer  of  Caiii^.  Antiq.  xix.  u  14. 

Arabians  circumcise  their  children  when  thirteen  years 
old,  Antiq.  i.  xiL  2;  ten  tiiwns  taken  from  them  by 
Alexander,  kini;  of  the  Jews,  xiv.  L  4;  Ethiopians  aru 
their  neighbours,  is.  v.  3. 

Arabia  borders  on  Jiidea.  Antiq  xiv.  i.  4;  Pelra  the 
king's  residence,  ib. ;  Zabiiirl  iheir  lord.c.  iv.  seel.  8; 
Arabians  are  detealed,  sv.  v.  5;  their  women  are  great 
poisoners,  xvii.  iv.  1. 

Aaram,  Antiq.  i.  vi,  4. 

Am.  or  Haran,  the  lather  of  Lot,  Antiq.  u  vi.  5. 

Arasca,  or  Nisroch.a  temple.  Aniiq    x.  i.  a. 

AraseN,  or  Ilesin,  kioi?  ol    the  S\risns,  Antiq.  ix.  xiL  1. 

Aranna,  or  Orona.  the  Jebusite.  Antiq.  viii.  xiii.  4;  his 
thrashine-floor,  ib.;  (he  place  where  Isaac  was  to  have 
been  sacrificed,  and  where  the  temple  was  afterwards 
built,  ib. 

Archelaus,  liins  of  Cappadocia.  comes  to  Herod.  Antiq 
xvi-  viii,  6;  c.  x,  sect.  7;  War.  i.  xxv.  1.  &c. :  Rnes 
with  him  to  Antioch.  ib.;  rfconciles  Herod  to  his  son 
Alexander,  and  to  bis  broUier  Pheroras,  ib, ;  War,  i. 
xxv.  3.  4. 

i^rchelaus,  son  of  Herod  the  (-real,  Antiq.  rvii.  i.  3;  c. 
iv.  sect.  3,  War,  i.  xxvii.  4;  c.  xxxi.  sect,  i;  is  made 
ethnarch,  Aniiq.  xvii.  xi.4;  War.  ii.  vii.  3;  marries 
Glaphyra.  Antiq.  xvii.  siii.  I  ;  War.  ii.  Mi.  4;  is  pro- 
■^laimed  kin^  after  Herod's  death.  Anliq.  xvii.  viii.  2j 
War.  i.  xxxiii.  9;  his  spt^ech  to  the  people,  Antiq. 
xvii.  viii.  4;  War,  ii.  i.  1 ;  he  endeavours  to  appease 
the  people,  Antiq.  xvii.  ix.  I,  &c.;  goes  to  Rome.  sect. 
3;  War,  ii.  ii.  I .  is  accused  there  by  the  deputies  of 
the  people,  Antiq.  xvii.  xi.  2;  War,  ii.  vi  I,  &c. ;  is 
banished  to  Vienna  in  Gaul,  c  vii.  sect  3;  his  dieanris 
and  Glaphvra's,  Antiq.  xvii.  xiii.  3,  4;  War,  ii.  vii. 
3,4. 
Arclielans,  son  of  Chelcis.  Antiq.  xix.  ix.  1. 
Archelaos,  son  of  Magadatus,  War,  vi.  iv.  2. 

Areminantus,  Antiq.  x.  viii.  2. 

Aretas,  kine  of  the  Arabians.  Antiq.  xiii.  xii'.  3;  and 
xiv.  i.  4:  and  xvi.  x.  9;  W^r.  i.  vi.  2;  c,  xxix.  sect. 
3:  makes  an  eX;  edition  agam'^l  Arislobulu'^  Anliq- 
xiv.  ii.  1|    Buccecdo  Obodas,  xvj.  Lx.  4;   affords  suc- 


coort  to  Pyruirat,  War,  L  vi  S;  hnpeacbe*  Sytlettli 
jointly  with  Antipater,  before  Cscsar,  Aniiq.  xvii.  i!L 
2. 

Aretas,  kin^  of  Coelesyria,  makes  an  expediUoo  into  Jo* 
dea.  Antiq.  xiiL  xv.  3. 

Aretas,  of  Petra,  Antiq.  xvii.  X.  9;  andxviilv.  1. 

Arioch,  captain  of  Nebuc had nes ear's  life-juards,  Aot^^q, 
X.  X.  3. 

Arion.  treastirer  of  Alexandria.  Antiq.  xii.  iv.  7.  Sec 

Arisleus,  or  Arist»us  one  of  Ptolemy  Philadelphus's 
lile-guards,  Antiq.  xii.  ii.  4;  Against  Apion,  ii.  sect-  2, 
4. 

Aristobnlus.  son  of  Hjrcanos  I.,  Antiq.  xiii.  x.  2;  the 
first  high-priest  who  ossomed  the  title  of  Ki'iti  of  tht 
Jeics.  c  xi.  sect.  1;  called  PhUleUn^  or  lovtr  of  the 
Greeks,  sect  3. 

Aristobnlus,  son  of  Alexander  Jannetis,  an  enlerpnsinc 
and  bold  man,  Antiq.  xiiL  xvi.  1;  complains  of  the 
Pharisees,  5*ct.  2;  reproaches  his  mother  Alexandra, 
sect.  3[  endeavours  to  take  possessinn  of  the  kingdom 
during  his  mother's  life,  seel.  5;  fights  with  his  elder 
brother  Hyrcanus  for  the  cri>Wn,  Xiv.  1,  8;  brings  bfm 
to  an  accomm<«iation,  ih. ;  War.  i.  vi.  I ;  sends  a  eol- 
den  vine  to  Pompey,  Antiq.  xiv.  iiu  I:  is.  vil^  his 
children,  brought  captive  to  Home,  by  I'ompey,  c.  iv 
sect,  o;  escapes  out  of  prison,  but  is  retaken  aoA  sent 
back  anain  to  Rome  by  fiabinus,  c.  vi.  sect.  I ;  War.  i. 
vii.  7;  c  viii.  sect,  tl;  his  firmness  in  adversity,  Antiq. 
xiv.  vl.  sect.  1;  is  poisoned  by  The  partizans  at  Pom« 
pey,  c.  vii.  sect.  4;  his  children,  ib. 

AristohuUis  son  of  Herod  the  Great,  Artiq.  xv.  X.  I; 
marries  Bemice,  Salome's  danijhler.  xvi.  i.  2;  is  pot 
in  prison,  c.  i.  sect  fl;  is  accused  by  his  father  in  an 
assembly  at  Ber>tus  and  condemned,  c.  xi.  sect  2;  is 
strangled,  sect.  (i;  War,  i  xxvii.  6;  hiscliildreD,  An- 
tiq. xvii,  I,  2;  War.  i.  sxviii.  I. 

Arislobulus,  son  of  Herod,  king  of  Chalcis,  Antiq.  xx. 
viii.  4;  \1  ar,  vii.  vii.  4. 

Aristubulus,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mariamne,  Antiq.  xviii. 
V.  4. 

Aristohulus,  son  of  Aristobulus,  and  brother  to  the  «- 
mous  Mariamne,  a  beautiful  youth,  is  made  bigh- 
priest  by  Herod,  Antiq.  xv.  iii.  1.3;  is  drowned  by 
the  secret  order  of  the  same  Herod,  ib. ;  War,  i.  xxll. 
2. 

Aristobnlus,  son  of  Aristohulus  and  Bernice,  and  grand* 
son  of  Herod  the  Great.  Antiq.  xviii.  v.  4. 

Aristocracy  the  best  lorro  of  government,  Antiq.  iv.  viii. 

Aristocracy  institnted  in  Judea  by  Gabinus,  War,  L  viii 

a 

Arithmetic  and  astronomy  cam*  from  Chaldea  to  Egypt, 

and  thence  into  Greece,  Antiq.  i.  viii.  t. 
Arius,  king  of  the  Lacedemor.ians,  sends  a  letter  to  Onias 

tte  bi^h-priest,  Antiq.  xiL  iv-  10;  c  v.  s«ct.  8. 
Ark  of  God.  its  d^'scription,  Anliq.  iii.  vi.  .S:  taken  by  the 

Philistines,  vi.  i.  1;  restored  to  the  Israelites,  sect.  J, 

&c. :  carried  to  Jerusalem,  and  lodged  in  the  house  of 

Ohed-cdom,  after  it  had  been  with  Amioadab,  Antiq. 

vii.  iv.  2. 
Ark  of  Nofth,  where  it  rested,  Antiq.  i.  iii.  fi;  mentioned  by 

all  barbarian  historians,  ib. ,-  its  remains  long  preserved, 

XX.  ii.  3. 
Armais.  king  of  Feyrt  Aeaifist  Apion,  i.  sect  15. 
Armenia  conquered  by  Antonius.  Antiq.  xv.  iv.  3;  Cotya, 

king  of  the  Lesser  Armeniit.  Antiq    xix.  viii.  1. 
Armesse-s  king  nf  I'gypt,  Against  Apir>n,  i.  sect  li 
Armory  of  David  io  the  temple,  Antiq    ix.  vii.  2. 
Aropbeu«,  or  Armariah.  Antiq.  viii.  i  3. 
Arphaxed.  Anti].  i.  vi.  4. 
Arunlins  (EuaristiisV,  Antiq.  xix.  i.  18. 
Aruntiiis  (Paulus),  Antiq,  xix.  i.  14. 
Arsaces,  king  oftbe  Parthians.  Antiq.  xiii.  T.  11 1  c.  viii. 

sect.  4. 
Arlabaiius,  king  of  Media,  Antiq,  xviii.  ii.  4. 
Artabanns.  king  of  the  Parthians.  Antiq.  xviii,  iv.  4,  5; 

c.  ix.  sect  3.  4:  he  (lies  to  Izates,  xx.  iii.  1;  U  kindly 

received  by  hira,  and  restored  to  bis  kingdom,  sect  1, 

2:  dies,  sect  3. 
Artabazes,  or  Artavasdes.  son  o*"  Tigranes.  is  given  a*  a 

present  to  Cleupatra  by  Antonius,  War,  i.  xviii.  5. 
Artaxerses.  king  of  the  Persians.  Antiq,  xi.  vi.  1;    bi« 

edirt  against  the  Jews,  sect  ^;  contradicted,  sect  IS, 
Artaxias,  kineof  Armenia,  Antiq.  xv,  v.  :). 
Artorius  cunningly  saves  his  own  life.  War,  vL  ii".  2. 
Arucas,  Anti':.  i.  vi.  '2. 
Anidpus.  Antiq   i    vi.  -J. 
!  Asa,  king  <-(  Jents.ilem.  AT't'q.  via  xii.    I;    makai  na 
[      alliance  with  the  king  o>  Damascus,  '-«Gt  4. 
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JtMBioneuB,  Antiq,  xii.  tu  1.  _        ^ 

Asaraonfans.  ibe  end  of  lh«ir  reipn.  Aotiq,  Ht.  xtI.  4. 
Asojionites,  panisbed  fur  tbcir  itubboTDuess,  Antiq.  xiL 

tr.  .5. 
A&prtnotli.  or  HaiPrmiretlh  Anliq.  i.  vi.  14. 
Ascrymus  kiog  of  lb«  TjriAns  Against  Apton,  L  sect 

IR. 
Anhdod.  or  Asolni,  taken  by  Jonathan,   AdTi^.  liii.  iv. 

i\^  uihabita.als  plagued  on  accoant  of  tbe  ailt  of  (iod, 

viL  I. 
Ashtroaz,  Antiq.  I.  vi.  1. 
Aahprna£,  an  raiiuch,  Aatiq.  x.  x.  1. 
Aithur,  Antiq.  I.  vi.  4. 
Asia,  it«  conveniion  at  Ancyra,  Antiq.  ivL  vi.  2.  Vale- 

rtni  proctinsul  of  Asia,  Xt^  i.  '^;  Dtc  buodred  towns 

of  Asia,  VI  ar,  ii.  xvi.  -1. 
Asineus  aod  Anileus,  tvo  bretbrco,  Antiq.  xriii.  ix.  1, 

&c 
Asocheas,  or  Sbisliet,  kin?  of  Eirypt.  Wsr.vi.  x. 
Asprfn:)8.  Antiq.  xix.  i.  U;  cut  in  pieces,  sect  li. 
Assrmblies  forbidden  to  all  at  Rome,  but  to  tbe  Jews 

only,  by  Julius  C«»ar,  Antiq.  Xiv.  i.  3. 
Au  I  bead  ftilsely  reported  by  Apion  as  an  object  of  wor- 
ship amooi;  tlie  Jews,  Against  Apion.  ii.  s»-ct.  7. 
Assis,  i.ltig  of  K^pt.  Ai^ainst  Apion,  L  sect.  11. 
Assyrian  empire  overtbrown,  Antiq.  x.  ii.  2. 
AMarlv**  temple,  Antiq.  vL  xIv.  6,    Against  Apion,  i. 

•ecL  19. 
A«tartus  kioeofthe  Tyriani,  Against  Apion,  L  sect  18. 
Asttonomy  ;  for  its  improvement  the  first  men  lived  near 

a  thousand  years.  Aotiq.  L  iii.  2;  came  out  uf  Ctialdea 

into£g>pt,  and  thence  into  (ireere,  L  vii,  2. 
Asylam,  or  ri^ht  ot  saoctuary',  belonging  to  some  towns 

in  Judea,  Antiq.  iv.  viu  4. 
Atbeoiaos  decree  boDours  to  Hyic&QUS,  AoUq.  xiv.  riii. 

6. 
Athenio,  Antiq.  xii.  iv.  3. 
Atbenio,  a  funeral  of  Cleopatra,  WftT,  i  xiZ.  3;  his  pcr- 

fiduMisnesa,  Antiq.  xv.  w,  1. 
Atbronges  a   shepherl,  crowns  bimself  king  of  Jodea, 

Antiq.  xvii.  a.  7;  War,  ii.  ir.  3;  isconquered  with  bis 

brethren,  ib, 
Atratiaus,  Herod's  advocate,  Antiq.  xiv.  xiv.  4. 
AtiKDstns*  arrival  in  Syria,  Antiq.  xv.  x.  3;  his  letter  to 

Herod,  xvi.  xL  1;  holds  a  council  about  the  affairs  of 

Judea,  xvii.  ix.  5;  his  edict  and  letter  in  f.ivour  of  the 

Jews,  xvi.  VL  U  &c.;  is  angry  with  Herod,  r.  ix.  sect. 

3:    is  reconciled  to  him  by  the  means  of  Nicolaus  of 

DamasCDS,  c,  x.  sect.  8;    divides  Herod's   dominions, 

War,  iL  VL  3;    bis  death,  Anliq.  xviiL  iii.  2;  War,  ii- 

ix.  I. 
Aiioraraus,  hieh-priest,  Antiq.  x.  vii.  fi. 
Azarlah,  the  prophet.  Aotiq.  viit.  xii.  2. 
Azarias,  ht^h-priest,  Antiq.  x.  viii.  G. 
Azarias,  one  of  David's  companions,  Antiq.  x.  X.  1. 
Azarias,  a  commander  under  Judas,  is  defeated  by  Gor-  i 

^ias  at  Jamnia.  Antiq.  xii.  viiL  G. 
Azao.  or  Hazo,  Antiq.  L  vi.  3. 
Azirus  kin?  of  Eroesa,  Antiq.  XI.  viu  1;  is  circumcistil, 

and  marries  Drusilla,  tbe  sister  of  Agrippa  junior,  ib. ; 

dies,  c,  viii.  sect.  4. 
Azotua.  or  Ashdod.  iU  inhabitants  plagoed  on  arcoant  of 

the  Ark  of  God,  Aotiq.  vi.i.i;  taken  by  Jonathan,  xiii. 

iv.  4. 
Azricam,  Antiq.  ix.  xii.  !• 

Baal.  tin^oftheTvrians,  Acainst  Apioo,  vi.  sect  21. 

Baal,  god  of  the  Tyrians,  Antiq,  ix.  vi.  Gl 

Baalis,  kintr  of  the  Aramoniles  Antiq.  x.  ix.2,3. 

Baanah,  the  son  of  Itimmnn,  Antiq.  viii.  ii.  I. 

Baaras,  a  place  and  a  plant  ibere  growing.  War,  m,  vL 

Baasha,  king  of  Israel.  Antiq.  viiL  xii.  3;  kills  Nadab  bis 
pre.te''e»ior,c,  xi.  tect.4,-  dies,c.  xiu  sect.  4, 

Bah'i's  children  preserved  bv  Costoharus,  Antiq.  XV.  viL 
lOi  afterwards  killed  by  Herod,  ib. 

Bjbylon,  derived  from  Bahel  (confusion  of  languages). 
Aotiq,  i  iv.3;  taken  by  Cyrus  under  the  reign  of  Hal- 
tazar,  x.  xi.  4;  the  ereat  number  of  Jews  who  lived 
there,  XV.  ii.  2;  and  xviiL  ix  1.  Nebuchadnezzar's 
building  at  Babylon,  x.  xi.  I :  its  wall  was  not  built  by 
Semi.-amis;  but  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  according  to  the 
teslimonv  of  Berosus,  Against  Apiun,  i.  sect.  19.  iO;  its 
wmIIs  curiously  built  by  Nabonnedus.  of  brick  and  bi- 
tumen, arcording  to  the  aime  Berusus.  ib. ;  its  pensile 
gardens  crrcted  bv  Nehuchadnczzar.  in  imitationoi  tbe 
nouniainsof  Media,  ib.;  Antiq.  x.xi.  1. 

Baeebides,  \oC)q.  xiu  x. :!,-  c  xi,  mcl  1;   bt  attacks  th« 


Jews,  xlJL  1.  3,  3;  ba  r^et  agaiaat  them,  aod  U  tlain. 

War,  •,  i.  2,  3. 
Badezoius,  king  of  the  Tyriaos,  Against  Apion,  i.  Met 

18, 
Badus,  or  Bath,  a  Jewish  measure,  Antiq,  viii.  il.9. 
Bagoas,  an  eunuch,  Antiq.  xvli.  ii.  4. 
Bai;oses,  an  enemy  of  the  Jews,  Antiq.  xL  vii.  1. 
Batak,  king  of  Moah,  Antiq.  iv.  vL  2,  &c 
Biladan,  king  of  Babylon,  Aotiq.  x.ii.  2: 
Balaam,  tbe  prophet,  Antiq.  iv.  vi.2,&c;  bis  ass  speaks, 

ib. 
Balatortis,  king  of  tbe  Tyri&os,  Agaiast  Apion,  L  sect 

•Jl. 
Baleazanis,  king  of  tbe  Tyrlans,  A^nst  Apion,  I  sect 

18. 
Bal.LS,  or  Barea,  king  of  Sodom,  Antiq.  u  ix.  I. 
Balm,  or   Ba'sam,  near  Jericho,  Aotiq.  xiv.  iv,  I;  and 

XV.  iv.  2;   War,  i,  vl   6. 
Baltasar   [Belshatiar.   or  Naboandel,  or  NahonadiusJ, 

king  of  Babylon.  Antiq.  x.  XL  2;  his  terrible  vision, 

and  its  intf-rp relation,  ib. ;  his  death,  ib. 
Baliba&ar  [BeitesbazzarX  Daniers  name,  Antiq.  x.  Z. 

Banacates,  Antiq.  viii.  ii.  4.  '  . 

Ba^u^  an  hermit,  Josephus's  master,  life,  sect  % 

Barachias  Antiq.  ix.  xti.  2.  _         ^ 

Barak,  excited  by  Deborah,  encounters  Sisera,  Antiq.  |p' 
V.  2,  ic 

Barbarians,  their  ricbei  formerly  consisted  in  cattle,  Ao- 
tiq. ii.  xi.  2. 

Bardanes,  king  of  the  Parthians,  Antiq.  XX.  iiL  3;  he  Is 
slain,  ib. 

Bans,  a  tower  bailt  at  Ecbatana,  by  Daniel,  Antiq.  x. 

XL  7. 

Baroabazos,  Anttq.  xi.  tL  4. 

Barsas,  king- of  Gomorrah,  Antiq.  i.  ix.  1. 

Banirh,  weFl  skilled  in  the  Hebrew  tongue,  and  left  with 

Jeremiah  the  prophet  in  Judea  at  the  Babylonian  Cap- 

tiWty.  Antiq.  x.  ix.  I,  2. 
Barzaphemes.  gi^vemnr  in  Partbia,  War,  i.  xm.  1. 
Bjrzillai,  Antiq.  vii.  ix.  H. 
Ba*yin.  or  Baasha,  king  of  Israel,  Antiq.  viu.  xii.  3;  slays 

Nadab  his  predecessor,  c.  xi.  secL  4. 
Basimi,  or  Basmalh,  Solomon's  daughter,  Antiq.  riii.  it 

a  .... 

Baskets  earned  apon  the  head.  Antiq.  il  t.  3. 

Ba-isus  {Venditius},  See  Vendilius. 

Bassus  (L'ecilius,  tourderer  of  Sextus  C»sar),  Antiq.  xiv. 

XL  I ;   War.  i   X.  10. 
Bassus  (Lucillius].  is  sent  with  an  army  into  Judea;  ht 

besieges  and  Utes  Macherus,  War,  vii,  vii.  1,  6. 
Baths,  hot  balbsatCallirrhoe  beyond  Jordan,  Antiq.  XTii. 

vi.&. 
Batbsheba,  Antiq   viL  vii.  I,  2,  4. 
Bath,  or  Badus,  a  Jewish  measure,  .Antiq.  vii.  ii,9. 
BillhylJu^  War,  i.  xxxi.  1. 

b.itbjJJu9,  Antipater's  freedman,  Antiq.  ivii.  iv.  3> 
Hattering-ram,  its  description,  W  ar,  in.  viiL  19. 
Battle  at  Tarricheffi,  upon  the  Lake  of  (iennesareth,  War, 

iii.  X.  !. 
Beeltethmns,  Antiq.  XL  ii.  2. 
Bela,  or  Zoar,  the  king  of  it,  Antiq.  i.  is.  1. 
Belsliazzar  (or  Baltasar,  or  Naboandel,  or  Nabonadius), 

king  of  Babylon,  Antiq.  x.  xL  2;   his  terribie  vision, 

and  its  interpretation,  ib.;  his  death,  ib, 
Beltesbazzar,  Daniel's  name,  Antiq.  x.  x.l. 
BeluB,  tbe  god  of  the  Tyrians,  Antiq.  viii.  xiii.  L 
Belus,  the  god  of  the  Babylonians,  Antiq.  x.  xi.  1;  his 

temple  there,  ib. 
Benaiah.a  priest  by  birth,  a  man  of  valonr,  Antiq.  viu 

xii.  4;  son  of  Jehoiada,  c.  v.  sect.  4;  made  commander 

of  some  troops  of  Solomon,  viii.  L  4;   Bon  of  Achillus, 

C  ii.  peel.  3.  A      •         ■ 

Beneticence,  its  commendatioo  and  reward,  Antiq.  n, 

xiv.  4.  . 

Benhadad  (or  the  son  of  HadadJ.  king  of  Syria,  besteges 

Samaria  the   first   time,    Aniiq.  viiL  xiv.    1.   ace.  the 

second  time,  ix.  iv.  3;  falls  sick,  and  is  smothered,  by 

Hazael,  sect.  6. 
Benjamites  are  attacked  for  their  enormous  cnmes  at 

Gibt-a,  and  at  last  terribly  defeated  and  cat  off,  Ajtiq. 

V.  li.  t*— 11;  their  tribe  restored,  sect  12. 
Beon,  Against  Apion,  i.  sect.  14. 
Bernice,  daughter  ol  Agrippa  senior,  Antiq.  xviii.T.  4| 

she  is  mairied  to  Herod,  Agrippa's  brother,  xix.  v. 

2. 
Bemice,  Agrippa's  mother,  dies,  Antiq.  xviiL  vL  1. 
Bernice.  Arcbelau  '  and    Mjtriamne'i  daug^Her,  Anbq. 
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B^rniw,  ttie  wi^ow  of  Herod,  mftrrios  Polemoa,  Antiq. 

XX.  TU.  3;  leaves  him,  lb. 
B«mice,  Salome's  daoghter,  Aristoboliu'B  wift,  Antiq. 

xvL  Li. 
Bemice,  Agrippa  senior's  daughter,  and  jonior's  sister, 

in  dancff  of  her  life,  War,  ii.  XT.  2. 
Brrnicianus.  Herod  of  Chalcis's  son  by  Bcnuce,  hi»  bro- 
ther Acrippa's  daughter.  War,  ii.  xi.  6. 
Berjtui'W'i^''*  ^^'^  cause  between  Herod  and  bis  sons 
was  debated  in  a  council  or  court,  Antiq.  xvi.  xi.  2, 
&c. ;  Romans  living  al  Ber^tus,  xti.  x.  8. 
Bethuel,  Antiq.  i.  vt.  &  _       _ 

Bezaleel  and  Aholiah,  sacred  architects,  •Aatiq.  uLtu 

1. 
Bigthan.  Antiq.  xi.  vi.  4. 
Birlh-day  of  Ptolemy's  son  kept  by  the  SyriaDs,  Antiq. 

xii.  iv.  7 ;  presents  made  thereupon,  sect  9, 
Bobelo,  Antiq.  xi.  iv.  9. 

Bocchorus,  kiofE  of  EgypN  Against  Apion,  i.  33. 
BtKik  of  the  taw  found,  Aotiq.  x.  iv   '2. 
Books  composed  by  Solomon,  Antiq.  viii,  li.  5;  twenty- 
two  most  sacred  books  among  the  Jews,  Against  Apioo. 
i.  8. 
Boor,  of  EUmelech's  family,  Antiq.  v.  x.  2;  Us  kindness 

t.iwards  Ruth,  ib.;  he  marries  her,  secL  -1. 
Brazen  vessels  more  valuable  than  gold,  Antiq.  xi.  v. 

2. 
Bride,  how  she  was  to  part  from    one  that  refused  to 
loarry  her,  according  to  the  Uw  of  Moset,  Antiq.  v. 
ix.4. 
Britons,  War,  Ti.  vi.  Z 
BnUnbicBs,  son  of  Clandiot  by  Messalina,  War,  H.  xii, 

8. 
Brocchus,  a  tribone,  Antiq.  xix.  iii.  4. 
firolhrr,  a  title  which  Alexander  Balas  gave  to  Jonathan 
the  bigtvpriest,  Aritiq.  xiii.  ii.  2;    the  same  title  was 
al^o  given  him  b>  Dt-melrius  Soter,  c.  iv.  9. 
Borkle.  or  button  («  eolden  one).  »ent   to  Jonathan  by 
Alexander,  king   of  6)rLa,  Antiq.  xiii.  iv.  4;    and  by 
Drmetrins,  c.  v.  4, 
Biikki,  son  of  Abtsbua,  liii^h-priest,  Antiq.  viii.  i.  3L 
Barthus,  Nero's  Greek  secretary,  Antiq.  XX.  viii.  9l 
Buz,  Nahot's  son,  Anliq.  i.  vi.  5. 

Cecilins  Bassus  the  murderer  of  .Scxtns  Caesar,  Antic. 
xiv.  xi.  1 :  War,  i.  x.  10. 

Cesinna,  War,  iv.  xi.  3;  sent  to  Vespasian,  ib. 

Cesar  {Julius),  makes  war  in  Egypt,  Antiq.  XJT.  viii  1; 
bis  decrees  in  favour  of  the  Jevvs,  c.  x.  sect.  2,  &C.  ;  is 
murdeied  by  Brutus  and  Cassius,  c.  xi.  sect  I. 

Ctsarea  built  by  Herod,  Antiq.  xv.  is.  6;  it  was  GOO  fur- 
longs from  Jerusalem,  xiii.  xi.  2;  War,  i.  iii.  5. 

Ciesarean  games  instituted  by  Herod.  Antiq  xv.  viii.  1 ; 
W  ar,  i.  xxi.  8;  begun  at  the  finishing  of  Caesarea  Au- 
gusta. Antiq.  xvi.  v.  I,  __      _ 

CK-sennius  Petus,  president  of  Syria.  W  ar,  vii.  ru.  1, 

Cwsonia,  wife  of  Caius,  tilled  by  Lupus,  Antiq.  xix.  a. 


Cain  murders  his  brother  Abel,  Antiq.  i.ii.  l;hispumsb- 
rnent,  ib. ;  he  peoples  the  land  of  iNod.  se^ct.  2. 

Caius,  the  son  of  Gerraanicns  is  made  Emperor.  Antiq, 
xviii,  vi,  9:  War,  iu  ix.  5,  6;  puts  Tiberia-S  tlie  grand- 
son of  Tiberias  Cbe  emperor,  to  death,  Anliq.  xvm.  vi, 
9;  hiscrueltv.c.  vii,;  bis  behaviour  in  the  government, 
c'vii.  sect.  2;  he  orders  his  statue  To  be  erected  in  the 
temuie  et  Jemsalem,  c.  viii.  sect.  2;  gratifies  Acnppa, 
and  forbids  its  erection,  sect.  6;  his  letter  lo  Petronius. 
ib  -  he  rages  against  the  Jews,  xix.  i.  1 ;  calis  himself 
E  the  brother  of  Jupiter,  ib.;  a  conspiracy  formed  against 
bim,  sect  2;  theconspirators  increase  in  number,  secT. 
J.  -'his  death,  c.  i-  secL  14;  his  threatenine  letter  to 
Iv  Ironius  retarded  till  he  was  dead.  xviiL  viu.  9;  W  ar, 
:>w  X.  5:  his  character,  Antiq,  xix.  ii.  5.  _      _„ 

*■  .ieb,  one  that  searched  the  Und  of  Canaan,  Antiq.  ui. 
xiv.  4;  and  v.  ii.  3.  r^        n-       ■   •- 

t  alf  (golden  1  near  Uaphane,  or  Dan,  fl  ar,  i.  n. 

<  til  leas,  Antiq.  xvii.  1. 

4  allimander,  Antiq,  xiii.  I.  2,  3. 

Callinicns  son  of  A.nUochus,  king  of  Commagcna,  War, 
viL  vii.  2.  .      .         ■       -    lA 

OalJistns  a  freed-man  of  Caius,  Antiq.  xiv.  i    in. 

Oambyses  succeeds  Cyrus.  Autiq.  Xi.  u.  2;  dies  after  a 
reign  of  six  years,  sect.  2.  ,    ,.      .        • 

Camp  of  the  Jews.  AnUq.  iiL  xiL  6;  of  the  Assynans, 
War.  V.  vii- 3;  c.  xii.  sect.  2.  .... 

*  amuel,  or  Kemoel,  Nahor's  son,  Antiq.  l  vi.  6. 

<.  anaan,  land  of,  its  description  and  division.  Antiq.  v.  1. 
ai.  22 ;  Canaanires  distress  the  tribe  of  Dan,  cm.  sect. 
1  AAib  sfiarBd  tioninxffo  tb«  oommaod  of  God,  o.  Ttt  i 


•ecL  6  J  WW  inavmceA  against  tbem  by  the  trtbcF  at 
J  udea  and  Simeon.  secL  L 
Candlestick  in  the  ubeniacle,  AnUq.  iiL  vi.  7. 
Cantheras  removed  from  the  bigh-prtestbood,  Antiq.  X]b> 

i.  3. 
Capellus,  son  of  ABtynos,  Life,  sect.  13. 
Capito,  a  centurion,  or  captain  of  an  hnndrtd  soldieis^ 

War,  vii.  v.  6. 

Capitol,  the  end  of  the  triumphant  shows.  War,  vii.  t.  (L 

Captives  of  the  Jews,  how  many  killed,  and  how  man} 

kept  alive.  War,  vi.  ix.  2,  3;   captives  carried  io  the 

triumph,  c  T,  secL  3. 

Captivitie*  of  the  ted,  and  of  the  two  tribes,  Antiq.  x» 

ix,  7. 
Careas  (Kareah).  Anliq.  i.  ix,  2. 
Caros,  Herod's  Catamite,  Antiq.  xrii,  ii.  4. 
Ca*5ander  governs  Macedonia,  after  Alexander^  deat^ 

Anliq.  xii.  i.  I.  "  . 

Cassios  Longinus,  president  of  Syria,  Antiq.  xiv.  XU  ?; 
and  XV.  xi.  4 ;  and  XX.  i.  1 ;  favour?  A  nttpater  and  He- 
rod, xiv.  li.   2,&c.;    repels  the  Parthians,  and  thew 
retirci  to  Judea.  c  vii.  sect.  3;    Mar,  t  viii.  9;   is  de- 
feated at  Philippi.  Antiq.  xir.  xii.  2. 
Castles,  or  citadels,  two  at  Jerusalem,  one  in  the  city, 
and  the  other  by  the  temple,  Antiq.  xiL  i.  3;  and  xv,. 
vii.  8;  c.  viiu  sect  3. 
Castor,  the  Jew,  his  cunning  trick.  War,  t.  ni.  4. 
Castrati/m  of  man  or  beast  forbidden  by  the  law  of  Moses, 
Antiq.  iv.  viii.  40 ;  young  men  of  to\al  blood  castrated 
by  >*ei)Ochadnezzar's  order,  and  among  others  Daoiet 
the  prophet,  X.  i,  1.  — .         •■     i 

Catullus    governor  of  I.ybia  Penfapolitana,  War,  vir.  xi. 
L.  his  calumny  against  the  Jew?,  sect.  2;    b»  dealb 
and  the  divine  vengeance  on  him,  St^^t,  3,  4- 
Celadus,  Antiq.  ivii.  xii   2;  War,  iu  vii.  2. 
Celenderis.  War,  i,  xxxi.  a  ,     ^ 

Celer,  a  tribune,  Anuq,  xx,  vl  2;  he  is  put  to  deatti,^ 
sect.  3. 

Celtic  leeion.  Antiq.  xiX.  1.  15.  

Cendebeus,  commander  of   Antiochus's  troops,   Antiq. 

x:ii  vii.  3;  War,i.  ii.  2. 
CereaTis  (Peteliusl.  sent  against  the  Samantans  "  ar, 
iii.  vii.  32;  marches  towards  Hebron,  iv,  ix.  9;  is  or- 
dered to  attack  the  temple,  vi.  ii.5:  called  to  a  coou- 
cil  of  war  about  the  temple,  c.  iv.  seet.  3.  ^       .. 

Cestius  GaSTus,  president  of  Syria,  Lile,  sect.  43,  War,  il. 
xiv.  3 :  be  gathers  an  army  asainst  the  Jews,  W  ar.  ii. 
xvi  \  9;  enters  Jerusalem,  c.  xix.  sect.  4;  is  beaten, 
sect,  7.  &c  ...        »   .2_ 

Cbereas  (Cafshis),  is  stirred  up  against  Caios,  Antij. 
xix  i  3  4  draws  othtrs  imo  the  eonspiracj,  sect.  5j 
gives  Caitti  the  first  blow,  sect.  14 ;  is  beheaded,  e.  xiv. 
sects,  „.  •    c 

Chagiras,  son  of  Nabat^os,  War.  r,  xt.  5. 
Chalaman,  king  of  the  -SjTians,  Antiq;  vn.  vt.  3- 
Chaiool,  Antiq.  viii,  ii.  5.         „     ,     ^    ^.       .    .       ,      ..i. 
Cham,  or  Ham,  the  son  of  Pioab,  Antiq.  i.  iv.  1;  tit» 

posteritv,  c.  vi,  sect.  2.  -      •      -    « 

CWnaan,'  or  Canaan,  the  son  of  Hatn,  Antiq-  l  ti.  2( 

his  posterity,  ih. 
Charan,  r.r  Haran,  Antiq.  L  vi.  5, 

Chares,  War,  iv,  1,4;  dies,  sect  9.  -     .  _» 

Chatura,  or  Keturah,  Abraham's  last  wife,  Anliq.  tn. 

Chebron,  Vine  of  Egypt,  Aeainst  Apion,  i,  sect  15. 

Chehron,  or  Hebron,  older  than  Memphis  (Tanis),  Wfcf, 
"v.  ix.  7;  laLen  by  ihe  Israelites,  Antiq.  v.  iL  3. 

Chedorlaomer,  Antiq.  i.  iv. 

Chelhes.  king  ol  the  TjTians,  Apainst  Apion,  L  sect  2L 

Chelcias,  Antiq.  xiii.  X.  4 ;  c.  xiii.  sect  1. 

Cbellio.  or  CbiUo.  Antiq.  v.  ix.  1,  _   _ 

Cbenihitn,  their  shape  not  known,  Antiq.  vui.  iii.  3. 

Clwsed,  Nahor's  son.  Antiq,  L  vi.  5. 

Chptim.  or  Kittira,  Antiq.  i.  vi.  1.  ...._" 

r  \>  i  Id  ren  not  always  like  their  parent?,  Antiq.  ti,  iii,  X 

Christ  and  Christians,  Antiq.  xviii.  ui.  3, 

Cbusarihes,  or  Chusan,  the  ting  of  Assyria,  oppfesae*  ^ 
the  Israelites,  Antiq.  v,  iiL  2,  ' 

rhusi.  or  Hiisbai.  Antiq.  vii.  is- 9-.  j     i.     _ 

Chntheans  (people  ot  Cutba),  who  they  were  andwtieor* 
they  came.  Antiq.  ix.  xiv.  3;  go  to  Samana,  x.  ix.  7; 
hinder  the  rebuilding  of  the  t«mple,  xi,  Ii.  1; 

Cinnamns,   Antiq.  xx.  iii.  2.  k     .»..    i..« 

Circumcision  is  received  m  Palestine  by  the  Jew*. 
Aeainst  Apion,  i.  sect  22:  its  institution,  AntJq.  L  x. 
The  Arabians  cireumcise  their  children  afi^r  the  thir- 
teenth vear  of  their  age.  c.  xii-  sect  3;  the  Synina 
in  Palesriiie  r«-eived  circumcision  from  the  eCTPj^^^ 
Bcwrtlng  to  Herodotus,  vitL  x.  8,    not  to  b«  fortse*  ' 
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Vpon  my  bo4]r.  Hi  tire  opinloa  of  Jowpbns,  Life,  sect 
03;  the  Idiinieant  forced  to  be  circumcifted,  or  leave 
their  duntry,  by  John  Hyrcanas,  xiii  ix.  I;  the  Itii- 
rcans  lorced  to  be  circumcised  by  Ariitobulos,  c.  xi. 
seer.  3. 

C'lnssifMis,  War,  viL  iv.  2. 

Claudius  CTK»r,  Antiq  xix.  ii.  I ;  e.  lii.  sectl;  he  is 
diac?^  out  of  a  corner  to  the  iraperial  dit^nity,  ib. ; 
War,  II.  XI.  I;  he  is  lavoiired  by  the  anny,  Antiq.  xii. 
(T.o,  his  liberality  to  ARrippa^c.  V.  8ect  I;  his  rdict 
in  favour  ttf  Thr  Jfw^secf.  3;  his  letter  to  the  Jewa, 
Aiiiitt.  xz.  i.  'i;  he  dies.  c.  vui.  ^ecL  l;  War,  iu  xii.  8; 
his  wi;e  tind  children,  tb. 

Clement,  Aniiq.  six   L  6. 

Cleor8im,'daiik;h!rT  of  Antiochaa,  married  to  Ptolemy, 
Antiq.  xii.  iv.  I. 

Cte(i|iaira,  »i>oi  Philnmeter,  Antiq.  Tiit.  iJi.  1,2;  Aeainst 
Apiim,  li.  sect,  .5;  a'te  takrs  up  arms  against  Plolemy 
l.:itli)ni%  Aniiq.  xiii.  xiii.  I;  makes  ao  allianre  lAitS 
Alt-xaiiiier,  st-C.  2;  tatps  Pinlemais,  ib. 

Ciropalri.  wife  uf  Demetrius  II..  Aiitiq.  xiii.  viL  1;  mar- 
ried to  Aiitiochiis  Soter.  sect  2 

Clr-op-iirj.  qimen  of  l-gypt,  met-ts  Antony  in  Citicia,  An- 
tiq. xiv,  xiii.  I;  her  cruelty  and  avarice,  xv.  iv.  I; 
War,  i.  xviii.  4;  l.iUs  her  sister  ArVimw,  Aiiliiv  xv.  iv. 
\;  uhiatns  Iram  Antony  a  part  t>f  Aiahia.  and  Judea, 
ib. ;  trmptn  Herod  to  lie  uitU  her,  kxL  ^;  Uerud  coo- 
rturts  tii-r  low.irrls  Eopt,  ih. 

Clfopjira  ('»pfcne)  besieged  by  Tigraoes,  Aniiq.  xiii. 
xvi.  4;   War.  i.  v   3. 

Clf-opatra  of  Jeruiialem.  the  wife  of  Uerod,  Aotiq.  xvii. 
i.  J;  War.  i.  xxviii.  4. 

Cleo|>atra,  wife  ol  FUims  Antiq.  XX.  xi.  1. 

Cliitiji.  auihiir  of  a  rrbflliun  at  t  ibf riaf,  Life.  sect.  34. 
cut-s  n[l  \ns  WH  band  by  the  order  of  Josepbus,  ib. ;  War, 
ii.  XX).  10 

Clrvius,  Anhq.  six.  i.  13. 

Cdlrgiia  (Cneuv).  War,  vil.  iiu  4. 

Colonies  uitliin  and  wuhout  Italy.  Antiq.  xi^  v.  3. 

Culiimn*.  or  pillars  in  the  land  of  Siiiad^  Antiq.  i.  t»  C'j 
of  ihf  Coritittiian  order  in  SolomuD's  palace,  viit.  v.  &,- 
in  HiTod"*  temple.  W  ar.  t.  v.  2. 

Commarulments  written  upon  two  tables,  Antiq.  iJi.  v. 
4f  wriltt-n  by  the  h:inrt  ol  i^od,  secLti;  not  to  i,a.\e 
their  very  words  published,  sect.  4. 

Conquests  easi>;r  gotten  tbao  maintained,  Antiq.  vtiL  tV. 
4 

Conscience  of  good  actions  is  safer  to  he  relied  on,  tbaii 
on  the  concealmenfol  evil  ours,  Antiq.  ii.  iv.  4. 

Conspiracy  aeainst  Herod.  Antiq,  xv.  riii.  3.  &c. 

Conveiiliuii  of  Asia  at  Ancyra.  Antiq.  xvi.  vi,  a;  conven- 
tion at  Jerusalem.  Life,  sect.  13. 

Copiiniiis  procurator  of  Judea,  Antiq.  xviij.  1.  I ;  c.  Ii. 
5ecf.  :;,■   V\ar,  ii.  viii.  1. 

Coracinua,  a  fish.  War,  iii.  x.  8. 

Corhan.  or  secret  treasure,  W'nr,  it.  ix.  4. 

Cores,  or  Korah,  raises  a  sedition  against  Moses,  Antiq. 
iv.  li.  2;  perishes  with  his  faction,  r.  iii,  sect,  3. 

Coriothus.  one  of  Herod's  life-guards.  Antiq.  xvii.  iiL2; 
an  Arabian  hy  birth,  War,  i.  sxix.  3, 

Cornelius,  faustus,  son  of  Sylla,  Autiq,  xiv.  iv.  4j  War, 
:.  vii.  3. 

Cornelius,  the  brother  of  Lonpiis,  War,  vi.  iif.  2. 

Corns,  a  Je^ftisb  measure  of  lU  Attic  mediimni,  Antiq. 
iii.  XV.  3. 

Costobarus,  an  Idumean,  Salome^s  husband,  Aotiq.  xv. 
viij.  9. 

Costobarus,  a  ringleader  of  the  robbers,  Aotiq,  ix.  is, 
4. 

Cotvlas,  or  Zeno,  Antiq.  xiii,  viii.  1 ;  War,  i,  ii.  4. 

Cotys,  kine  of  lesser  Armenia,  Antiq.  xix.  viii.  I. 

Cow,  the  red  cow  for  purification,  Antiq.  iv.  iv,  6. 

Cozbi,  a  Midianitish  woman,  Aotiq.  iv.  vi.  11). 

Coze,  or  Kose,  an  idol  of  the  Idumeaos  before  they 
turned  Jews,  Antiq,  xv,  vi[,  9. 

Crassua*  governor  ol  the  east,  succeeds  Gabiniis,  Antiq. 
xiv.  \L4;  arrives  in  Jcdea  and  plunders  the  temple 
of  its  treajsurers,  c.  vii.  sect,  1 ;  War,  i.  viii.  y,-  perishes 
in  an  expedition  aeainst  the  Partbiaos,  ib. 

Creatioo  of  the  world,  Antiq,  i.  ii.  i. 

Crimes  are  encouraged  by  iodulgencs  to  those  that  com- 
mit them,  Antiq.  vi,  vii,  4. 

Crown,  or  mitre  of  the  high-priest,  Antiq,  iiu  vii.  7. 

Cumanus,  procurator  of  judea,  Antiq.  xx.  v.  3;  W  ar,  ii. 
xii,  1. 

Curses  denounced  from  moont  Rbal.  Antiq.  iv.  viii.  44; 
and  V,  i.  V'. 

Cnspios  Fadun,  procurator  of  J ude?i.  Antiq.  xv.  st.  4; 
ftod  xli.  tv.  i,  XX.  i  kc.i  War.  ii.  xi.  6. 


Castoms,  or  taxei  of  Syria,  Phoenicia,  Jodta,  u)d  Saina> 

ria,  8000  talents,  Antiq.  xii,  iv.  4. 
Cypros,  kin^  Aerippa's  wife.  War,  ii.  xi.  6. 

CypTos,  Antipater  senior's  wife,  by  whom  he   had  fonr 

children,  Antiq.  xiv.  %ii.  3;  War.  i.  viii,  'J 
Cyprus,  Antipater*s  daui;h1er  by  Cypros,  Antiq.  xviii.  v. 

4;   married  to  Alexai  ^elcias.  ib. 
Cypros,  Hertnl's  daughter,  married  to  Aotipater,  Salome's 

son,  Antiq,  xviii.  v.  .i. 
Cypro«,  dauchter  of  Phasaelus  and  Salampsio,  married 

to  A^rippa  senior,  Antiq.  xviu.  v,  4;  c.  vi.  sect,  2.  'S 
Cyreriius,  or  Qiiintrfus,  Antiq.  xvii.  xiii.  5;  and  xviii.  u 

1;    H'ar,  vii,  viii.  I. 
Cyrt'ueans  derived  from  the  I.ncederoonians.War,  ii.  xvi.^ 
Cyrus,  kini:  of  Persia,  Antiq,  x.  xi.  2,  &c, ;  purposes  to 

T'llmild  the  Jewish  temnle.  xi,  i-  I.  &c. ;  releases  the 

Jews  from    their  captivity  by  an  edict,  sect.  2,3i  hu 

death,  c.  ii.  sect.  I. 
Cyrus,  the  son  of  Xerxes,  called  by  the  Greeks  Artaxer- 

xes.  made  kini:.  Antiq.  xi.  vi.  I.  &c.;  bis  letter  re- 

Bcindiog  the  edict  of  Bamao,  sect  12. 

Dhmons,  War.  vI.  ri.  3. 

Ua^on.  the  gud  of  Asbdod,  Aniiq,  vi.  1 ;  his  temple  hurn^ 
xiii.  iv.  4. 

Damascene  colonies  transported  into  Higher  Media,  An- 
tiq. ix.  xii. ;}. 

Damascus  taken  by  Tijjlathpileser,  Antiq.  ix.  xii  3| 
taken  by  the  Komans.  xiv,  ii.  3. 

Han  built  by  ti.e  Daniles.  Antiq.  v.  iii  I. 

Daiiaus,  or  Hermtrus,  king  of  kgypt.  Against  Apion,  L 
sect.  2';. 

Daniel  the  prophet,  .Aniiq,  x.  X.  1.  &c. ;  is  castrated  with 
his  companions,  ib.;  their  austerity  of  liTe,  sect.  3; 
Daniel  lorelells  the  times  of  luture  events  ib- ;  (ells 
Nebuchadnezzar  his  dream,  and  interprets  it  to  him, 
sect.  3,  4;  is  t.otumre'l  for  it,  sect  .3;  his  cmnpanions 
are  cast  into  a  fiery  lurnace.  ih.;  Daniel  explains  the 
hand-writing  upon  the  wall,  c,  xi.  sect,  2;  is  carried 
into  Media  hy  DariiiH.  sec).  4;  i.s  mnde  one  of  the  pre* 
sideDls  of  the  kiniidom,  ib.;  a  conspiracy  a?  linst  him, 
5ecLi,fc.  is  thrown  into  the  lion's  den.  >eci.  tlj  builds 
a  tower  at  Fcbnlanii,  sect.  7,  the  m:^nner  and  certainty 
of  his  prophecies,  ib. ;  his  vision  of  the  ram  and  the 
t>e-eoai,  -D.;  his  prophecy  of  the  deslruclion  of  the 
Jews  by  the  Romans,  ih. ;  of  the  profanation  of  the 
temple  by  Antiiichiis  Kpiphanes,  xii.  vii.  b. 

Danoa.  Ant.q.  vili.  it.  H. 

Dariu*.  the  sun  of  Astvg'es,  called  by  another  name  amory 
the  Greeks,  Antiq.  x.xi.  2,  4. 

Darios,  the  son  of  H\siaspes,  made  king,  Antiq.  xi.  iii. 
1;  makes  a  splendid  entertainment.  !>ect.  2;  proposes 
questions  to  be  resolved,  ib. ;  his  letters  m  favour  of 
Zerobabel,  for  rebuiidini,'  the  temple,  sect,  8;  has  Cy- 
rus's records  searched  about  that  lempk,  Antiq.  xi.  iv. 
6:  gives  orders  for  its  rebuilding,  ft). ;  bis  edict  against 
the  Samaritans,  sect.  9. 

Dathan,  Antiq.  iv.  ii.  1. 

David's  penealogy,  Antiq.  v.  ix.  4;  is  anointed  by  Sa- 
muel, vi.  viii,  I ;  phys  upon  the  harp  before  Saul,  sect. 
2;  tights  Goliah.  vi.  ix,  lU;  c.  xi,  sect  4;  bis  and  Jo- 
nathan's frieiidslitp.  c.  xi.  sect.  1.  0.  Sec. ;  is  reconciled 
to  >aul  by  Jonathan,  s(Ct  2;  is  in  danger  of  being 
killed  by  Saul,  sect.  3;  Ms  fiighl.  vi.  xii.  1;  c.  xiii, 
sect.  10;  he  spares  Saul's  life  twice,  c.  xiii.  sect  4,  9; 
promises  to  assist  the  king  of  Gath,  c,  xiv.  serf.  Ij 
pursues  after  the  Amalekites,  and  puts  them  to  fl'cht, 
sect.  6:  makes  a  funeral  oration  for  Saul  and  Jonathan, 
vii.  i.  1 ;  is  made  king  of  Jndali,  sect.  2;  and  of  the 
Israelites,  vii,  ii.  2;  takes  Jerusalem,  c.  iii,  sect.  1; 
casts  the  Jel'usites  out  of  it,  sect.  2;  marries  several 
wives,  and  befjets  eleven  children,  sect  3;  conquers 
the  Phili.stines.  c.  4,  sect.  I;  has  the  ark  carried  to 
Jerosalem,  sect,  2;  is  reproached  by  Michal,  sect.  3; 
purposes  to  build  the  temple,  sect,  4 ;  his  victories,  c 
V.  sect.  1;  his  liberality  to  Mepbibosheth,  sect.  5;  ha 
falls  in  love  with  Batbsheba,  c.  vii.  sect  1;  ca'asei 
Uriah  to  be  slain,  ih. ;  marries  Bathsheba,  vii.  vii.  l- 
is  reproved  for  all  hy  Nathan  the  prophet,  c.  vii.  sect, 
3;  his  son  by  Bathsheba  dies,  sect.  4;  he  m^^ns  for 
Absalom's  death,  c.  x.  sect  5;  orders  the  people  to  be 
numbered,  c.  xiii.  sect  1;  chooses  the  pestilence  ra- 
ther than  famine  or  the  sword,  sect,  2;  mak^s  great 
preparations  for  the  building  of  the  temple,  c.  xiv  sect, 
1 :  exhorts  Solomon  to  build  it,  sect  2,  9;  divides  the 
priests  into  twenty-four  courses,  sect.  7;  he  dies,  c.  XT, 
sect  2;  is  buried  with  great  pomp,  sect.  3;  the  trea- 
sures hidden  in  bin  moniimuDt.  tb.  xtIL  viU.  4|  Vltl 
xvi.  lit.  I ;  W»r,  I.  ii.  6. 
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Dcbura.  \ntiq.  v.  v.  3.  i_  iV     3      - 

DfCtaseJ,  whit  ore  WM  totea  of  them  bj  ine  Jews. 
:.r  AitaiDst  Apiun,  h.  seel.  Si-^ 

Decree's  of  the  Koioam,  fcc,  m   fcvoor  of  the  Jews. 

.    Aolil    M»    »""■  »:   c  X.  »«t  2.  3.4,  J.  6.  '.  8,   10. 

12,    13,  14,  1.%  IS.  17,  la,  la,  »^  ill.  !U.  !",  i4.  So, 

Dcllins  tiw  wicked,  Anbq.  miT.  i».  li  an*  XT.  u.  6; 

\t  ar,  i.  XV.  d- 
Delii);,',  AnIKJ.  i.  »"-  3,  &c-  .    *         .  ■•  - 

I),me'iiuj.  alabarch  at  Alexandria,  Antiq.  .XX.  Til.  3. 
Demelnus  tl«  »"o  of  UemtOius,  joioj  with  Jonalhatl 
and   I'liJeraj  his  falher-in-U,v,  acul  conquers  Aletan- 
>    der,  ADl.q.xiii.iv.  7,8,   railed  NicalM.s«X9i    his 
,.    letter  in  favour  of  Ibe  Jewv  ih.;  u  hated  by  iotu«huv 
c.  V  aepl  3     breaks  friendship  vrilh  Jonathan,  ib.i  is 
^.onqoered  bj  AoIiochu«,  and  8ies  into  Cilicia,  'tcx.*: 
,    U  made  prisooer  by  Arsaces.  and  released,  sect.  11 ; 
Trvpho  rebels  aeainst  him,  c  ^^l.  seel.  I ;  i>  haled  by 
thf  army,  c.  ir.  secL  3;  tsdefeaM.and  fl.es  m  Jam  to 
Cleopatra  his  wile,  ib.;    goes  IbeDce  lo  Tjre,  u  made 

prisoner  and  dies,  ib.  ....    »_    «_ :.  1 

Demelrios   Eurvros  fourth  son  of  Antioclras  firyfm.  is 

^    made  lim  of  Syria,  Uaraascena,  Aniiq.  x»i   »ni  4; 

*"■■  bis  assistance  desired  by  the  Jews,  seel  o;    he  miles 

,    war  upoo  Alexander,  and  conquers  him,  r.  x.v   secL 

'       ■      War  i  ir   4,-5;   he  makes  war  with   his  brother 

Philip,  is  curried  prisoner  into  Parlhia,  and  dies  there, 

-'  Dcn?e"nu5'of  OaJara.  Pompey's  freed  man,  obtains  the 

rebuiHinjol  thai  city,  Antiq.  iiv.  t. 
Demetrius  Phalereos,  keeper  of  the  Alexaodran  libraiT, 

Antiq.  lii.  ii.   1^  Api""  Ar'"."-  "'-.^V'^'  f 
'-      tion  to  kine   PbiladelphON  Anliq.  X".  lu  3:    he  places 
•'    the  seveolj-lwo  interprelere  near  the  se»-side,  seel. 

riDemetrias  Soter,  son  of  Selencns.  made  V"J"L*'J?^ 
'  *ntiq  xiL  X  1-  pots  kini;  Anliochos  lo  death,  lb.; 
■     sends  Bacchides  and  fiieonor  .eainsl   the  J"".  •«•• 

2,  4;  his  eharacler,  xm.  ii.  I;  h„  letter  lo  J»n»<^°. 

i^t.  J:  is  killed  in  Ibe  war  against  Alexander,  sect. 

4, 
'  Tlemoteless  Antiq.  xiii.  V.  8.  _      ..._...,,. 

•  Diana's  temple  at  Ehinais  in  Persia,  AnUq.  lu.  il.  I, 
"■    Diana's  temple  in  Fjypl.  xiiL  lu.  I. 
Dido,    queen  of  the  Tyrian^  Ajauist  Apion,   l.   sect 

;  Piklath,  Anilq.  i.  vu  4.  . 

Dinah,  Jatobs  daiiehter,  Antiq.  1.  IXU  1. 

.' I)i..cleni5,  Aniiq  viiL  ii.3. 

«  -Diodorus,  son  ol  Jason.  Aniiq.  X111.1X.  I. 
V  DiiKloros.  or  Trypho,  Aniiq.  xiu   v.  1. 
.   Pion>s:us,  tvrant  of  Tripoli.  Aniiq.  xiv.  liu  1 
-Dophaotusaforterof  letters,  Anl.q.  xvi.  X.  4. 
-  Divorce,  what  are  the   causes  of  it,  *  ""J- '"•"'■  „: 
«  hether  it  be  lawful  for  a  wile  lo  send  a  bill  ol  divorce' 
to  her  husband,  Antiq.  XT.  vi,i.  10. 
.  E::^;'Vi*n'of  n.a,*u"r^Vr';h'em  t,  devour  .he  bone,  with 
Urbe^nl^lerte^J^bL'kpbesiana  in  <avourof.be  Jews. 

I      An.iq.  xiv.  x.  Ii 
,  Dolesus.  War,  iv.  vil.  1 
,   l>o»i.ian  kind  lo  Jo.^ephns  Ufe.  Kct7& 

'  "?,";i:^^^rsr."L^r:rxr4;■•.s'"ktdp}'se"h!:■s: 

'      1  il^  ic'    -i;   hu  expediuon  affiinsl  .he  Germans, 
,       War.  vii.  iv.  2.         _  ,., 

.    Oomitius  Sabinus.  \t  ar,  v.  vni.  1.  _  „„,k*- 

Oiri.    Herod's  lirst  wife.  Antiq.  xiv.  xii.  1 ;  .«  mother 

.        01  An.rr^er,  ib.  xvii.  L  3 ,  War,  L  xxvui.  4 ;  is  expelled 

Dinans"e*ri"csesar-s  statue  in  a  Jewish  syn-KO.Ene, 

Au.rq.  x.Tvi  3;  Petronius-s  ediel  against  them,  lb. 
Dorotheu^,  Anliq.  xii.  ii.  U. 
'    E"en*''a']ewMs^r6dionsnes,.An,iq.xv.vi^3. 
Snlbeul;  a  general  of  the  Jews,  Against  Apion,  11.  «:ct 

Dov^nt  onl  of  the  Art,  Antiq.  i.  iii.  3- 
-  gSs?;K^«^-"^^:S;a-^t:VCypro,,AnUq. 
'        xvuL  v.  4;  married  lo  Azizus,  king  of  tme*.,  xxvu. 
f    afterwards  .0  Felix,  procurator  of  Judea.  seel.  2. 

PrUMis  ber  brother.  Antiq.  I"iu  v.  4.  .. 

Dru.us   h-ollerofTiberios.  Antiq.x.tn.  vi.9. 

Dum.iJn  o.  the  Jewisl,  law,  *Sal»«^*P'^^'!'  ^^'-  ^ 
J    I'  J  .la^'  ;l  M9  f*w       I 


E»)rle,  tolden  e*|H<  InlW  down  from  (he  (roni  of  flw 
leoipie,  Antiq.  xvii,  vi.'J;  boldinic  sdraconio  bis  claws 
in  the  seal  ol   LacedenwoiaDS,  xiL  iv.  10. 
BarUiquake.  wherein  the  followers  of  Datban  and  Abv 

rara  were  swallowed  up,  Antiq.  iv.  iii    1. 
Ranhquate.  a  ver>  creat  one  in  Judea,  Aotiq.  xv.  v.  2. 
Ealing  the  linew  upon  tbe  hip,  whj  refused  hrj  the  Jews. 

Anliq.  i.  XX.  2. 
Ebal,  Antiq.  i.  vi.  4. 
Ehan,  David's  son.  .4ntiq.  Tii.  Hi.  3, 
EbuUus,  a  decunan.  War,  iii.  vii.  3;  slain  in  batuv,j^ 
i.  4  A 

Fclips*?  of  Uie  moon,  Anliq.  xviL  TL  4.  '    - 

Ecnitialas,  kin?  of  lyre,  AeainsI  Apion.  i.  sect  21. 
Eglon.  king  of  Mosb.  oppresses  the  Uraeliles,  AnLq.  ». 

iv.  1;  is  loade  a  judee,  ib. 
Elah  succeeds  Baasba  in  the  kingdom  of  Israel,  Anti<|. 

viii.  xii.  4. 
F.lain.  Antiq.  i.  VI.  4. 
Elcanah,  or  KIkanab,  AnUq.  IX.  Xli.  1. 
t  leanah,  or  Elkanah,  Samuels  father,  AnUq.  T.  1. 2. 
Flcias.  the  hi?h-priest,  Antiq.  X-  viii  ft. 
Eleaiar's  house,  Anliq.  vii.  xv.  7. 
E'euzars  commendation.  War,  v.  vi.  l._ 

Eleazar,  the  son  of  Aaron,  Antiq.  iii.  vi-.i.  I. 

Eleazar,  the  son  of  Ananias,  high-priest,  AnOq.  xnn.  >k 

2:  W  ar,  ii.  xriL  2.  ,  ... 

Eleazar,  the  son  of  Dintin,  knan.  XX.  tl  1 ;  e.  tki.  seel. 

5:  War,  ii.  xii.  4. 
Eleazar.  the  son  of  Dodo,  Anliq.  vii.  xii.  4. 
El^sixar  cast  out  a  demon,  Antiq.  viii.  ii.  4.  _ 

tleatar,  brother  of  Joaiar.  made  high-priest,  Aotiq.  ivii. 
xiii.  1;  deprived,  ib.  ,.   .  .  .« 

Eleazar.  brother  of  Judas  Macraheos.  called  Aupsn  An- 
liq. xii.  vL  I :  e,  ii.  seel  4;  is  crasbed  10  death  65  Ol 
elephant,  ib.:  War,  i.  i.  5.  . 

Ele.xar,  a  ring-leader  of  the  robbers.  Antiq.  xi.  i.  It 
War,  vii.  viii.  1:  is  taken  prisoner  and  sent  .0  Horn*, 
Aotiq.  »x.  vili.  5.   War.  ii.  Iiii.  a. 
Elealar.  of  Masada's  speech  lo  his  gairison,  W  ar,  vu. 

viii.  d  

Eleazar,  the  son  of  .Moses.  Autiq.  11.  xiii.  1. 

Eleazar,  the  bieh-priest  in  the  days  of  Joshna,  Antllt 

iv  iv.  7;  he  dies.  v.  i.  'ii*. 
Eleazar.  the  hiah-priesl  in  the  dajs  of  Phlladelpbos, 
AnUq.  Pret  sect.  3;    aod  lu.  ii.  4;  and  xvu.   xiu.  1 ; 
his  lenir  lo   Philadelphos,  xii.  ii.  i;   be  dies,  u  it. 

s.-ct.  1.  ,      .      ■  -■    I 

Eleazar,  Oeasorer  of  the  temple,  AnSq.  xiv.  vii.  1. 
H.^alar,  the  son  of  Sameas's  valonr,  Wa/,  11..  vii.  111. 
Eleazar,  the  son  of  Simon,  «  ar,  li.  XX.  3;  and  iv.  it.  1, 

and  v.  i.  2:  c.  Hi.  seel.  1;  and  VI.  IV.  1. 
Eleazar,  the   companion   of   Simon,  dies.  War,  iv.  11. 

Eleazar,  commander  of  the  temple,  Anliq.  xi.  ix.  3; 

War.  ii.xviL'2.  •      -   . 

Fleazir  taken  prisoner  bj  Rofos,  War,  vii.  yi.  4. 
'  Eleatheri,  horsemen  so  called,  W  ar,  i.  xuu  J. 
Ehanan.  Anliq.  vii.  xiL2.      ...  .    .  j„  t.~.l 

tlu  the  h.gh-priest,  Anliq.Tm.i.  3:  is  jnjge  in  Israel 

alter  Saiison.  Anliq.  v.  ix.  1;  his  profti^ale  sons,  c  I- 

secL  1. 
V^:^X'S;^^>^'^'1  xi.v.  4,  ace  dies,  c.  vii. 

sect  1.  « 

Elien.  David's  son,  Antiq.  vu.  ill.  3.  „i„,l— 

Elijah  the  prophet,  Anliq  viu.  iul  2,  &c.;  his  nfrn''" 
'      wrought  (or  the  widow  of  Serepta.  lb.  1  he  ?"'"«* 

h  mself  .0  Abab,  sect  4:  foretells  rain.  ih.  i  the  false 

pi^ptets  are  kil'led  bv  bis  order,  sec  6:  ""»  '"' «™ 

from  heaven,  il.  ii.  1 ;  is  taken  up,  sect.  2;  his  letter 

to  king  Jehoram,  c.  v,  sect  2. 
Elimelich,  Anliq.  v.  ix  1.  i.i.j,_„~.,  a>. 

Elioticus.  the  son  of  Cantharos,  is  made  high-pnesl,  AB- 

Elipha'le!or'iiiiphelet,  David's  son,  Anliq  vii.  iii.». 

l'li^a.*°heVopl>«'-"'>>'  «"•  of  Shaphat.  An«q  Tiii.xia 
7:  tnd  ix.^i.2i  c.  iii.  sec.,  li  bis  mirae.e^  i.  x  lO. 
&c,  his  death  and  eologium.  c.  viu.  sect.  t>;  bis  enrs 
of  the barveo  fountain.  War.  iv.  viu.  3. 

Elkanah,  or  Hcanab,  Anliq.  11.  xu.  1.  ,  ,   o 

Elkanah.  or  Elcanah,  Samuel's  father,  Antiq.  t.x.  I. 

Flmodad,  An.iq.  i.  vi.  4. 

hlon  succeeds  Ibson  as  Judge,  An.iq.  v.  ■vu,  14. 

Elpis,  Herod's  wife,  An.iq.  xvu.  1.  3:    War,  1.  xit» 

EUbemos,  general  of  .he  Arabians.  War.  i.  lix.  i 

Elulwa,  king  of  th.  Tfrians.  Aonq  i.  xiv.  2. 

,    .e     ,1     ^t.  A.    .---.1.   .•    -»-T-     .  ...•— .   ,.^^  . 
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BiflTios,  DavWi  Min,  Antiq.  TiL  ni. 

t'nnap'iPti,  Dnrid'a  soti,  Antiq.  Tii    iii.  3. 

tii<-(Ui«-8,  when  conquered,  may  be  lawfully  killed,  Antiq. 

It.  IV  n. 

Eo'Tli.  Atidq.  t   ii.  2;  r,  iv.  sref.  *. 

Ktiurh  ^.nil  tiJMh  lnin!tUt.-d.  Antiq.  ii.  U.  2. 

Etiiw,  thr  9..1.  .^^  s«th.  Aniiq.  i.  hi.  9. 

Ensitfnft  iif  ilip  Koinaoji,  wiili  Ciesar's  imac?,  Anti<i.XTiit 

iii.  2;  sacritti-ca  iitTrred  to  thtm,  War.  vi.  vi.  I. 
EpapiiriMiUus  t'is  characler,  Aiiliq,  Pref.  sect.  2;  a  great 

■  fri*-nd  of  Jiiwphns.  I.iff,  sect.  75. 

Epiif  siari8,  their  decree  ia  lavour  of  the  Jewi,  Aotiq.  xiv. 

i:ptiiKl.  Antiq.  iiu  vil.  3. 

Kpicrales,  Antiq.  liii.  K.  2,  3. 

'Ipiciireaiis,  tlicir  error  coDcerning  proridence  confuted, 
Ariliq.  X.  xi.  7. 

Kpiolmne*.  ttic  soo  of  AotiocbuB,  king  of  Commagena. 
Aiitq    x\\.  i\    1. 

E['l^l[f  of  J.inaihan  the  hich-priest  to  the  Lacedemonians. 
Antiq.  Xlii.  v.  H;  of  PhiladeljihiiB  for  Ireein^  the  cap- 
tivr  Jfws,  Anliq.  xii.  Ii.  3;  to  t*le;izar  the  hiu-h-pnest. 
Keel.  4:  ol  Nulnnmn,  and  Hirnm  kinff  of  the  r>rian9, 
viii.  ii,  fi,  7{  of  Xefxes  to  Es.lr*.s  xi.  v.  I ;  of  Arta- 
serxe*  to  the  governors  near  Jvidea.  c,  li.  srcL  12;  ol 
Antu^tiiis  the  Ureal,  to  I'loiemy  Kpipbane^,  xii.  in. 

.  3<  of  the  SamaraiBS  to  Aniiochus  Theua,  c.  v.  fwcl. 
5,  of  Alfx;tiii)er  Balas  to  Jonallian.  xi'i.  ii.  2;  ol  Onias 
to  I'tolrinv  and  Cleopatra,  c.  iii.  seer,  1 ;  of  Oeoielniis 
to  jonatliaii  and  the  Jew^  C  iv.  sect.W;  ot  Julius  Cre-  ', 
ear  to  tliir  Koman  ma^isirales.  xi%'.  x.  V,  &c. ;  ot  Mark 
Antony  to  the  Tyrians.  c.  xii.  sect.  4. 

£ft;tiAh  the  firophet,  Antiq.  ix.  xiii.3;  and  x.  i.  3.  4;  c. 
it:  sert    I.  'i:  his  culoKiuni.  sect.  2;  his  prophecy  con-  , 
cirninii  the  Assyrians,  X   xiv.:  coneefDini;  Cyrus,  210  j 

■  yew»  bef.-re  his  reign,  xi.  i.  2,-  the  same  rvad  by  Cyrus,  | 
ib.;  hii»  prophei-y  concerning  toe  temple  ol  ODia8,War, 
vii.  X.  3. 

Esau,  or  Kdnm,  Anliq.  iL  L  I;  bis  birtb,  L  xviii.  1. 

Eceol.  Antiq.  i.  x.  1. 

Esiiriis,  Antii|.  X).  v.  I,  &o. ;  his  ^rref  for  the  foreiffn  mar- 

riAgen,  nert.  3;  he  reads  the  law  of  Moses  to  the  peo 

pie.  sect.  5:  he  dies,  ib. 
Eftsen,  or   hiRh-priest's  breast-plate,    Antiq,  iii.  viiL  5; 

IS  hen  its  sliminK  ceased,  sect  'J, 
Esseiis  honoured  by  Heroil,  Aoltq.  xr.  x.  5;  are  against 

swearini;.  War.  ii.  viii.  *>:    their  m-inneis.  rites,  and 

doctrines  described,  Antiq.  xiii.  v.  9,  and  xviiL  i.  .^; 

U'ar.  ii.  viii.  2,  &c.;  they  abstain  Irom  anointing  thetii- 

felves  with  oil,s<-ct  3;  their  diligenct-  in  reading  tb^ir 

Barred  hooks,  sect.  G;  Sironn  the  Essen  an  interpreter 

ot  dreams,  Anliq.  xvii,  xiii.  3. 
Esther,  Antiq.  xi.  vi.  2;  is  married  to  the  kinc,  ib. ;  is 

coiic^rnrd  tor  the  Jews,  seel.  7.  &c. ;  invites  tbe  king 

and  H;*man  to  an  enterlaiunieDt,  sect  9. 
Ethun,  Antiq.  viii.  ii-  6. 
F.thbaal,  or  llhobalus.  Wine  of  Tyre,  Antiq.  viii.  xiii.  1,2. 

Against  Apion.  i.  sect.  18,  21. 
fthi,  or  Itlai  the  (iittite,  Antiq.  vii.  ix,  2. 
Ethnarch  (Simon),  Anliq,  xiiL  vi.  Oj    contracts  thence 

dated,   ib. 
F.lhnart:h  /Archelaus),  Antiq.  xvii.  xi.  4;  War,  il.  vL  3. 
Euarlus  Cous,  Antiq.  xvi.  x.  2;  War,  i.  sxvL  5. 
Euaristis  Arruntius,  Antiq.  xix.  i.  la 
Ktc  crtated,  Antiq.  i.  i.  2;  her  fall.  sect.  4; 
Evi,  king  (i(  the  Midianites,  Antiq.  iv.  vii.  1. 
EviUMerodacb,  Antiq.  x.xi.  2;  Against  Apion,  u  sect 

to. 

Em>dus,  frepd-man  of  Tiberias.  Antiq.  xviii.  vi.  8- 

Eiipolemos's  son  John,  Antiq.  xii.  x.  43. 

Evr^rles  slanders  the  sons  of  Herod,  Anliq.  xii.  X.  C; 

\Var.  i.  sxvi.  I,  &c. ;    be  returns  to  bis  own  country, 

sect.  4. 
Eutychus  ARrippa**   freed-mao  and   charioteer,  Antii. 

xviii.  vi.  S, 
Fntychun,  Caius  Caeear's  coachman,  Antiq.  xix.  iv.  4. 
Exempt  from  military  service,  who,  Antiq.  iv.  viii,  41. 
Exorcisms,  or  forms  of  casting  out  demons,  composed  by 

Solomon.  Antiq.  viii   ii.  o. 
Ezekias.a  rinj; leader  for  the  robbers,  Anliq.  xiv,  ix.  2. 
tzekiel  the  prophet,  Antiq    x.  v.  1;    c.  viii.  sect.  2;    is 

carried  captive  into  Babylon,  c.  vi.spcl-  3;  his  prophecy 

concerning  the  destmrlion  of  the  Jews.  c.  vii.  sect.  2; 

bis  prophecy  retODcilrd  to  that  of  Jeremiah,  ib 

fahatns.  Csc^ar's  servant,  Antiq.  xvii.  iii.  2j    Herod's 

steward,  V\  m,  i.  xxix.  3. 
Fabius,  Roveriior  of  Damascus,  Anliq.  xiv.  xi.  7;  War, 


Fahinus,  a  centurion.  Antiq.  xiv.  it.  4;  War,  i.  xiL  I- 

Faction*,  three  in  Jt-nisalem.  Antiq.  v.  i.  4. 

Fadns  (Cuspius),  procurator  of  Jndea,  Anliq.  XV.  xi.  4| 
and  tix,  tx.  2i  and  xx.  I.  &r,;  War.  ii.  xi.  ti. 

Famine  in  Judt-a  in  thf  I3tti  >e.ir  ot  Herod's  reiRn,  An- 
tiq. XV.  nt,  I ;  anottier  in  the  rt-ignof  Ciandius.  in.  x%'. 
3.  and  XX  ii.  li;  c  v.  sect,  'i;  a  dismal  famine  in 
Jerusalem.  War,  v.  x.  9;  r.  xii.  sect.  ;(;  vi.  3;  for 
Saul's  cruelty  to  the  (•iheonitfs,  Antiq.  viii.  xii.  I;  at 
Samaria,  xiii.  x.  2;  famine  and  pesl)len<:e,  two  of  the 
greatest  evils,  x.  vii.  4. 

Faoimis  the  consul's  decn-e  in  favour  of  the  Jews,  Antiq. 
xiv.  X,  15. 

Faniiiiis,  a  Kotnan  pnptor,  Antiq.  xiii.  ix.  10. 

Fast,  observed  at  Jerusalrtn,  Antiq.  xiv.  xvi.;  on  tin 
day  on  which  Poiiipej  look  Jerusalem,  ib.  c.  iv.  sect. 
4. 

Fate  nnavoidiible,  Antiq.  viii.  xv.  6;  \tar,  v.  xiii.  7;  and 
vi.  i.  8;  c  li   sect.  I :  c.  iv    se^t.  8;  and  c.  v.  secu  4. 

Feast  of  iml-avened  bread.  Spe  pas*uvi-r.  Out-sts  placed 
at  fr.tsis  according  to  their  condition.  Antiq.  xii.  iv.  9( 
funeral  leaiils  muong  the  Jew^  V\  ar.  li.  '-  .. 

Felicity  too  great,  the  cause  of  many  evils.  Ant  q.  viii.  x. 
7.  » 

Felix.  Antiq.  xiv.  xi.  7;  War.  i.  xii.  1;  brother  of  Pall js, 
and  procurator  of  J  udea,  Antiq  xx.  vii.  I;  c  viii,  sfct. 
6-  War,  ii.  xii.  8;  c.  siii  sect.  7;  he  punishes  the  mu- 
tineers, Antiq.  xx.  vui.  7;  is  ac^rnsed  at  Rome,  beet,  9. 

Festiv..ls  of  the  Hfhrews.  Antiq.  iii.  x.  I,  &c  ;  tUrre 
great  ones,  ib.  xviii.  iv.:l,  at  ttiose  festivals  Roman 
guards  were  posted  at  the  temple.  U'lir,  ii.  xii.  \i  mi- 
rounity  gr-mtt-d  ihem  at  tho*e  festivals  by  Demetrius 
Noter,  Anliq.  xiii.  ii,  3;  ceh-brated  by  the  Jews  in  hlnn- 
ing  garments,  c.  xi.  sect.  I :  and  on  them  did  no  mtin- 
ueml  work.  iii.  x.  0;  celebrated  by  tlie  (lentilrs  in 
idleness  and  pleasure,  L  xxi.  li  no  mourniug  amonK 
the  Jew*  at  such  limes,  xi.  v.  5;  nor  did  they  then 
travel  far,  xiii.  viii.  4;  Egyptian  women  appeared  at 
such  limes  m  public,  ii.  iv.  3;  wood  carried  on  a  festi- 
val  day  lur  the  altar,  War,  ii.  xvii.  tit  festival  at  de- 
dication of  the  temple  by  Judas  Maccabeus,  Antiq.  xii. 
vti.  7. 

Festu^  (Porcius),  procurator  of  Judea,  Antiq.  xx.  viii.  9; 
he  dies,  r,  ix.  seel,  I. 

Flaccus  {Norhanu^}.  proconsul,  Antiq.  xvi.vi.;  president 
ot  Syria,  xviii.  vi.  2.     • 

Flesh  of  horses,  nuiles,  fltc.,  forbidden  to  he  brought 
within  the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  Antiq.  xii.  iii.  4. 

Flies  (the  god  of),  i.e.  Beclsebub,  the  god  of  bkroD,  An- 
tiq. ix.  ii.  1. 

Florus  (Gessius),  procurator  of  Judea,  Antiq.  xviii.  i.  G; 
and  xi.  xix.  '2;  and  xx.  ix.  O;  is  the  cause  of  the  Jew- 
ish war,  c.  xi.  sect.  I ;  l.ile,  sect.  (J;  Mar,  ii.  xiv.  3,  H; 
c.  XV.  sect.  I,  &c. ;  he  is  derided  by  the  people,  ii.  xiv. 
6;  he  plunders  the  city,  sect  9;  he  calumniates  the 
Jews  before  Cestius,  War.  li.  xvi.  I. 

Fontems  Agrippa,  killed  by  the  ficythians.  War,  vii.  iv. 
3. 

Fountain  near  Jericho,  War,  iv,  viii.  3;  is  cured  by  Kli- 

sha.  ib. ;  its  wonderful  virtue,  ib. 
Friends  never  free  Irom  envy,  Anliq.  vi  iv  3 
Frigius  (Titus),  War,  vi.  iv.  3. 
Fronto,  War,  vi.  iv.  3. 

Fulvia.  a  lady  defrauded  of  her  money  by  a  Jew,  Antiq. 

xviii.  iii.  a. 
Furtus,  a  centurion,  Anliq.  xiv.  iv.  4;  War,  i.  vii.  4. 

Gaal  protects  the  SbecbemitfS  against  Abimelecb,  An 

liq.  V.  vii.  3. 
Gaam,  Anliq.  i,  vi.  5. 
ftahris,  or  Gabares,  Antiq  viii.  ii.  3. 
Gabiniis,  Antiq.  xiv.  iii.  2;  c.  iv.  sect  1;  War,  i.  tL  6j 

is  made  prebident  of  Syria,  Antiq.  xiv.  T.  2;    War,l; 

viii.  2. 
Gad,  Ibe  prophet,  Antiq.  vii.  xiii.  2,  &c. 
fJadara,  taken  by  Vespasian,  War,  iv.  vii.  3j  the  Gada- 

rens  made  prisoners,  and  killed,  iiL  vii.  L 
Gaddifi  (John),  Antiq.  xiii.  1.  2. 
Galadens,  their  queen  Laodice,  Antiq.  xiii.  xii L  4, 
Galba.  Antiq.  xviii.  li,  0;    succeeds  Nero,  War,  iv.  ix.  Sj 

is  murdered  in  a  conspiracv,  ib. 
Galilee,  dmies  all  under  the  Roman  domioioo,  War,  iv. 

i.  1;  c.  ii.  sect.  5 
Galli,  eunuchs  eo  callwl,  Anliq.  iv.  viii.  40. 
Gallicanns,  War.  i:i.  viii.  1. 
GaMus  (,1]:iins),  Anliq.  xv.  ix.  3. 
G.illus  (Ceslius),  president  of  Syria,  Life,  sect.  4j  War, 

ii.  xiv.  3. 
Gallus,  a  centurion,  War,  iv.  i.  5.  - 

3  I 


866 


INDEX, 


Gallos  (Rohrios),  War,  vU.  It.  S.  > 
Gambia  besieged,  War,  It.  i.  1,  itc. 

Games  of  Uie  circus  Autiq.  six.  i.  4:  Olympic  ffames 
reslcpTp-i  hy  Herud,  xvi.  t.  3;    Caesareao  games  insli- 
tiiled  tH  Hrr<d,  sv    viii.  I;  and  xvi.  v.  I;   War,  i.  xsi. 
h:  oreLained  by  Titus  on  tbe  birtb^aysof  bisfatber  and 
hrotUer.  vi'.  in,  1. 
OefTizKim^  il*  lemplc  demolished,  Antiq.  xiiL  is.  I, 
Gauls.  V\ar,  11.  xvi.  4;  possess  at  homeihe  source  of  hap- 
piness, ib.;  became  Herud's  life-^uard-s  i.  XX.  3w 
Gaza  taVen  and  demolishetl,  Antiq.  xiii.  xUu  3. 
Gazpans,  ^if  vously  punished  by  JoDatbao,  Antiq.  xiii. 

V.  5. 
Gamt-ltiis  (Tiberius),  Autiq.  XTiii.  Ti.  8. 
Gameilus,  Herod's  Iriend,  trxp«iled  hts  coort,  Antiq.  xri. 

viii.  3. 
Gci.iiie  e"d*.  not  !o  be  derided,  in  the  opinion  of  Jose- 

pbus.  Aniiq.  ir.  riii.  10;  Against   Apion.  ii.  sect.  34. 
Geometry,  luvented  by  the  lonR-Uved  patriajchs,  Antiq. 

L  III.  9. 
Gera.  the  father  of  Ehud.  Antiq.  v.  iv,  2. 
Gerastratus,  Ling  of  the  Tyriuns,  Against  ApioD,  i.  aeet 

21. 
Cermanicus's    hou«,    Antiq.   xix.  i.   15;    the   father  of 
Cains  xiriti.  ▼*.  8;  is  sent  into  the  east,  c  iL  sect  5; 
is  pni50ned  by  I'iso.  th. 
Germans  dfscribed,  U  ar,  il  xvi.  4;  are  enslaxed  by  the 
Romans,  vi.  vi.  2;  they  mutiny,  viL  iv,  2;  a  (ierman's 
pn-diclions  concernioe   Agrippa,  Antiq.  XTiii.  tL  7j 
(ierm  in  ^uard,  xix.  i.  I. 
Gesfiiits  Flonis,  procurator  of  Judea.     See  Ftonis  abore. 
GethtT,  Antiq.  i.  vx.  4. 

Giants  *ntiq.  v.  Ii.  3;  and  rii,  xii.  1,  &c.:  their  re- 
mains in  Hebron.  Antiq.  iL  sit.  2;  and  t.  ii. 
Gi^^ah.  its  inhabitants  entity  of  a  rape,  Antiq.  v.  ii.  P. 
Gibeonite?,  by  a  «ile,  makes  covenant  with  Joshoa,  An- 
tiq. T.  1.  I'i:  lh#ir  Iraud  detected  and  punished,  ib. . 
t)iey  are  sutis6ed  fur  tbe  attempt  of  Saul  to  slay  them, 
Tii  xii.  I. 
Gibron's  sirataeem,  Antiq.  v.  \i.  5;  he  dies,  swt  7. 
Glaphvra.  ditosbter  of  Aichelaus,  kine  of  Capradocia. 
13  mamed  to  Alexander  tbe  s^n  of  Herod,  Anliq.  stl 
i,  'i;  c  Ti'.  sect.  2:  her  enmity  with  Salome,  c.  l.srct. 
2.  &c  ;  W  ar,  i.  xxiv.  2,  &:c.;  her  pride,  ih. :  l>er  lameo- 
tation  when  her  husband  was  put  in  chains,  Antiq. 
xvi.  X.  7 ;  she  is  sent  back  a  rfidow  to  her  father,  xvii. 
i,  I ;  she  is  aft»-r«*ards  married  to  Jnba.  kins  of  Libya, 
and  atlerwwrds  to  Arcbrlaus,  eihn;irch  of  Judea,  c.  ' 
■xiii  sect.  4;  her  dream,  afid  dealh,  ib. 
Go-l  (the  tnir  GihI).  his  prfsence  in  the  tahemacle,  Antiq- 
iiuviii.  5;  his  wisdom,  and  that  he  cannot  he  bribed, 
c.  xL  sect.  :*:  his  mercy  only  obtained  by  n-lieion,  v,  i, 
28;  his  fiireknow'edce.  and  that  his  decrees  rannot  be 
avoided,  iv.  iii.  2;  his  will  is  irresistible,  ii.  ix.  2;  witb- 
OMt  his  will  noihine  can  happen,  c.  vi-sect.  .^;  his  pro- 
vidrnre  assf-rlrd  affainst  the  Epicureans,  x.  xi.  7:  that 
notlunu  is  c<'ncealed  from  him.  ii.  iii  I :  it  is  dangerous 
to  disobey  him.  vi.  vii.  2;  whether  it  is  easier  to  serve 
Gild  or  man,  viii.  x.  3;  he  uses  beatts  to  punish  the 
wicked.  X.  xi.  6;  jiidtred  to  be  only  the  god  of  the  hills 
by  to**  Syrians  *'''•  ^'^-  ■*•  ''  '^'**  "*  ^^  imposed  on  hy 
the  wirbed,  iv.  viii.  38;  delights  not  in  sacrifices,  but 
in  good  men.  vi.  vii.  4;  is  called  on  in  time  of  dancer, 
bv  even  h;id  men,  svii.  v.  6;  foretells  futurities,  thai 
men  may  provide  against  them,  ii  v.  <>;  affords  assis- 
tance only  when  the  ca.se  is  despente,  c.  xv.  sect.  6. 
delights  in  those  ihat  promote  his  worsttip,  xvi,  ii,  4; 
discovers  his  ineffable  name  to  JMo-es,  iL  xii  4:  is  h* 
nature  merciful  to  the  poor,  iv  viiL  26i  is  omnipresenl. 
iL  iii.  1:  and  vL  xi.  8;  his  bounty  the  cause  of  all  men's 
happiness,  iv.  viii.  2. 
Gods  {falv;  gods)  of  Laban  stolen.  Antiq.  I.  xix.  9.  sc: 
of  Ciitha  in  Persia,  brought  to  Samaria,  ix.  xiv.  3:  e-t 
the  conquered  Amalekires,  worshippt-d  by  Amaziah,c. 
ix.  sect  2;  of  the  hrathen  not  to  be  cursed  or  blas- 
phemed, in  ttieopinion  of  Josephua.  iv.  viii.  IH;  Acainst 
Apion.  ii.  sect.  24;  Beelzebub,  the  god  of  flies  at  Ek- 
ron.  Antiq.  ix.  ii.  1. 
GoliaihotGath,  aeiant.  Antiq.  vi.  ix.  1,  &c.;  challenges 
the  Jews  to  a  single  combat,  ib.;  is  slain  by  David, 
sect.  5. 
Gonier.  and  Gnmerites,  Antiq.  vi.  i. 
GnrEias  governor  of  Jamnia.  is  put  to  flipht.  Antiq   xii. 

viL  4:  has  b*'ller  success  afterwards,  c.  viii.  sect.  6. 
Oonon,  the  son  of  Jo9«'phiis.  and  Simeon  the  son  of  Ga- 
ni.iliel.  exhort  the  people  to  attack  the  mutineers,  An- 
tiq. iv.  iiL  9;  is  pot  to  death,  c.  vi.  sect.  1. 
Oralus,  procurator  of  Judea,   Antiq.  xviiL  vL  5;    puts 
Simoo,  Herod's  old  slave  to  dt-atb,  xvii.  x.  6;  meets 


Varus  coming  to  Jenisalem,  War,  ii.  t.  S;  one  Crata 

discovers  Claodios  ao^  brings  him  oat  to  be  emperoq 

Aohq.  xix.  iiL  1. 
Greeks  call  old   nations  by  names  of  their  own,  Antiq 

i.  V.  and  put  tbe  Hebre<v  names  into  their  owii  lomw 

c  vi. 
Guards  placed  about  Uie  temple  by  the  RomaaSi  ADti<) 

XX.  T.  3. 

Hadad.  Ling  of  Syria,  Antiq.  vii.  t.  2,  inc. 

Hadad.  or  Hadar,  an  Edomite,  becomes  Solomon's  eDo« 
my.  Antiq.  viii.  vii.  ti. 

Hadadezef.  or  Hadarezer,  king  of  Sophane.  or  Zobah, 
Antiq.  viiL  vii.  6. 

Hagar.  and  Isbmael,  are  sent  away  by  Abraham,  Aut'q 
i.  xiiu  3. 

Haggai.  a  prophet  after  the  captivity.  Antiq.  xL  iv.  5.  7 ; 
be  and  Zechariab  encourage  the  Jews  to  rebuild  lUeif 
temple,  ib. 

Hagtntb.  David's  wife,  Antiq.  vii.  xiv.  4- 

Ualicomasseans'  decree  in  tavour  of  tbe  Jews,  Antiq. 
xiv.  X.  23. 

Uaman,  an  enemy  of  tbe  Jews,  Antiq.  xi.  vi.5:  his  edict 
acainst  tbe  Jews  in  tbe  name  of  Artaxerxes,  sect.  6; 
he  ord^-rs  a  gibbet  to  be  erected  for  Morderai,  srtl.  |0; 
is  obliged  to  honour  iMordeci«i.  ib. ;  the  edict  is  contra 
dieted,  sect.  12;  he  ia  han»;ed  on  bis  own  gibbet,  sect, 
13. 

Hannah,  the  wife  of  Elkanah,  Antiq.  t.  x.  S. 

Haran,  Iba  fdher  of  I.ol,  Autiq.  i.  vi.  A. 

Haran,  or  Cbarran.  a  city  of  Mesopalamia,  Antiq.  i.  vL 
5. 

Harlots  (common  ones),  excluded  from  marriage,  ADti(|. 
iv.  viii.  2-t, 

Haiach,  or  Acratbeos.  Antiq.  xi.  ti.  7. 

Havilah,  the  son  of  Cusb,  Anliq.  i.  tu  9;  bii  ennutrj 
Havilab,  sect.  4. 

Hazael.  kme  of  Syria,  An'iq.  viii.  xiii.  7;  and  Ix.  it.  6| 
he  plunders  Judea,  c.  Tiii.  sect.  4;  he  dies,  secU  7. 

H.izermavetli,  Anliq.  i    vi.  4. 

Hazu.  or  Axan.  Antiq.  i.  ti.  5,  -I 

Hetter.  Anliq.  i.  ti.  4. 

Hebrews,  twice  carried  captives  beyond  Fnphrates.  An- 
liq.  X.  ix.  7;  ihouchl  b>  some  to  have  come  ori::inal)y 
from  EL'y;'t.  and  not  from  Chaldea,  iL  vii.  4;  not  put 
to  servile  labour,  in  the  days  uf  Solomon,  viii.  vi.  3; 
of  those  Hebrews  that  came  to  offer  their  sacrihres 
from  bevond  Euphrates,  iii.  xiv.  3;  ihey  have  peculiar 
rules  ab-Mit  meats  and  drinks,  iv.  vi.  8;  Ihey  fi(;hl  the 
Ci<n»aniiei  acainst  Moses' order,  c.  Lsect.  1;  ten  tribes 
lived  beyond  Euphrates,  and  out  of  the  tK>und»  of  liie 
Woman  empire,  xi.  v.  2;  the  r  lan^uaire  and  characlei 
came  near  lo  the  S\riac,  xii.  iL  1;  their  nouns  have 
all  ttopame  formation  and  termination.  L  vi.  2;  ibey 
have  hill  one  lerovie  and  altar,  iv.  viii.  6;  met  at  shi- 
h'h  thrice  in  a  year,  v.  ii.  12;  only  Ihe  two  trib*-s  under 
the  dominion  ol  the  Romans,  si.  v.  2;  an  unexampled 
sediiion  aroonj  them,  it.  ii.  I;  Iheir  wise  men  in  the 
days  ai  Solomon,  viii.  ij.  \ 

Hecatontomachi,  Anliq.  xiii   xiL  &. 

Helcias  tbe  Great,  *niiq.  xviii.  viiL  4. 

Helcias,  treasurer  of  the  temple,  Antiq.  vt.  Tiii    II. 

Helena,  queen  oi  Adiabene,  embraces  the  Jewish  religion* 
Antiq.  XX.  u.  1 ;  goes  to  Jerusalem,  sect.  6;  is  buried 
t'lere.  c-  IV.  sect.  3. 

Hephizhah.  Antiq   :*.  iii.  I, 

Herroies*  temple.  Against  Apion.  i.  sect.  18. 

Herennius  Capilo,  governor  of  Jamnia,  Antiq.  xviii.  tL 
^. 

Hermeus  or  Danaas  king  of  Egypt,  Against  Apioo,  i. 

Herod,  tbe  son  of  Antipater.  Antiq.  xiv.  vii.  3;  W  ar,  u 

vii'.  9;  becan  to  rule  in  (ialilee  in  the  lolh  and  |  2.iib] 
year  of  his  age,  Anliq.  xiv.  ix.  2;  puts  Ezechias  and 
other  robbers  lo  death,  ib. ;  War.  L  X.  5;  being  arcused 
for  it.  he  tnkes  his  trial.  Antiq.  xiv.  ix.  3;  makes  h» 
esrape.  sect.  4:  goes  to  Sextus  Caesar.  i»nd  is  by  him 
made  covernor  of  Ctplosyria,  sect.  5:  is  in  favoar  with 
Cassiiis  and  the  Romans  c.  xL  sect-  3,  1 .  made  a  eo- 
vernoT  of  Syria  by  him,  sect.  4:  War,  Lxi.  4;  puts 
Matichus  lo  death,  sect.  f>;  beats  Ant>eontis  nut  of 
Judea,  Antiq,  xiv. xii.  I :  bribes  Mark  Antony,  sect.  2; 
is  imi-eached  hv  the  Jews,  bet  is  nutwilhslaiiding 
ma<ie  a  telrarh  by  Antony,  c.  xiii.  sect.  1:  eet«  tht 
better  of  the  .lews  ihat  oppose  him,  wet.  2;  escapes 
the  snAres  of  the  Panhians  sect,  ti,?;  Ihe  accidenH 
ofhisfl.ght.  sect.  t^.  \^ar,  i.  iiiL7;  goes  to  EioPUand 
thence  to  Rhodes,  and  tbence  to  Rome,  Anliq.  xiT 
xiv.  2.  3     W«r.  L  xiv.  2,3;  made  king  by  loe  fUoian 
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»»Tmtp.  m\  the  desire  of  Antony,  Anti<|.  xir.  lir.  4; 
\^  ar.  ii.  xir.  4;  sails  hark,  to  JuHea.  and  Q:;hts  acain>t 
Antigiiniift,  Anliq  xi*".  xv.  I;  takes  Joppa  and  he- 
»K{^9  Jerusaletn,  s*rt.  1,  2;  War.  i.  xr.  4;  tates  Sep- 
phorio,  Aniia.  xit.xv.  4:  conquers  his  enemies,  and  Ihe 
rolibers  of  Jtitlea.  seer.  4,  5;  joins  his  trrwps  with  An- 
(on>^i  at  the  sie^e  of  Sam^^ata,  and  is  nrrived  there 
with  f^reat  honour,  aert.8.9;  is  providentially  delivered 
frotn  jrreat  danger*,  sect.  U.  l;i;  deleats  Pappus,  sect, 
12;  besieges  Jerusalem,  takes  it,  malies  Anti^ooos  pri- 
soner, and  sends  hira  in  chains  to  Antony,  xrv.xvi.  1. 
4;  War.  L  xvii.  %  &c:  proinoies  his  friends,  and  de- 
stroys those  of  Antigonus,  Anliq.  XV.  i.;  marries  Ihe 
Imiiiuus  ^lariamne,  tne  (lam;hlpr  of  Alfxaniim,  c.  ii. 
sect  5;  War,  i.  xvii.  8;  complains  of  Alexandra,  his 
ui..thiT-in-lftW,  Aotiq.  \v.  ii  7;  ratises  his  wife's  bro- 
ther. Arjstohulus.  to  be  cunt.mi^Iy  drowned  at  Jeiicho. 
c.  iiL  sect.  3;  is  sumraoned  by  Antony  totakehistri.il 
for  it,  it-ct  5;  brings  Antony  over  to  his  interest  by 
bribes,  sect  8;  puts  Joseph  to  denlh,  ?ecL9;  is  soli- 
cited to  adultery  by  Cleopatra,  c.  iv.  sect.  2;  makes 
war  against  the  Arabians  by  Antony's  order,  c.  v.  sect 
I;  War.  i.  xix.  1,  &r, ;  his  sperch  to  the  army  io  dis- 
tress, ufler  he  had  been  be;»ten,  AntJq.  xr.^;  War,!, 
xix.  7;  he  beats  the  Arabians  in  hattte.  Antiq.  XT.  v. 
4;  War,  i.  xix.  6;  be  puts  Hyrraniis  to  death,  Aniiq. 
IV.  vi.  -2;  Herod''s  commentaTie*.  sect.  3:  orders  Ma-  ' 
Tiatnne  to  he  pot  to  death,  if  he  hintsrlf  come  to  an  ill 
#nd.  Sect.  5.  his  presence  of  mrnd  before  Aui;umus 
Ciesjr,  s«*rt.  6;  he  is  confirmed  in  fiis  kingdom  by  Cw- 
»ar,  se*"!  7;  W  ar.  L  XX.  i.  &f . ;  he  pnteilain**  Ca;«aT 
maijnificeTilIy.  fti.;  he  rereivf s  more  favours  from  Cse- 
sar,  and  has  his  dominions  eplar^etl,  Anliq.  XT.  xi.  3; 
War.  i.  XX.  3;  be  puts  Mariamne  bis  wife  to  death. 
Antiq.  XV.  vii.  4,  3:  War.  i,  xtii.  .">;  he  is  very  un*a«y 
at  her  death,  Antiq.  ST.  vii.  7;  War,  i.  xxii,  -S-.  be  is 
afflic'ed  with  a  kind  of  madness  by  divine  veneeitnce, 
Aiiliq.  xvii.  Ti.  S;  War.  i.  xxsiii.  ^-.  dep  irts  from  the 
manners  and  customs  of  Ihe  Jews,  Antiq.  xv.  viii.  I  ; 
builds  theatres  and  exhibits  shdws  to  the  people,  ib. ;  a 
consjrirary  aninst  bim,  sect.  3.  &e. :  builds  a  trmple 
at  Samaria,  sect,  5;  a  palace  at  Jerusalem,  c  ix.  sect. 
3;  and  B  citadel  sixfurloncs  from  Jenwalem,  sect,  4 ; 
-  relieves  ihe  peor'e  in  a  efest  f.»<nine,  se<"1.  i;  marries 
Simon's  daughter,  sect,  3;  Ins  policy,  sect  3;  he  builds 
C«sarea,  set.  6;  he  sends  his  sods  to  Hotne.  c  x.  serf, 
i;  huilde  a  fempW  toCasar,  sect.  3;  eases  the  people 
ol  a  third  part  ol  their  taxes,  sect.  4;  forbids  the  people 
to  meet  tngether  privately,  ih  ;  keeps  hi'*  spies  and  be- 
comes one  him>ielf,  ib. :  lionours  tlie  Essens.  sect.  5; 
rebuilds  tite  temple  at  Jerusalem,  c,  xL  sect.  1 ;  War,  i. 
xxi.  I;  makes  a  new  law  concerning  thi^ve5,  Antiq 
xvi.  i  I,  &e.  ;  ^oes  to  Caesar,  brinpv  lumte  his  sons,  and 
marries  them,  sect  2;  entertains  Marcus  Agrippa,  c. 
iL  seel  !;  is  in  great  favour  with  Aerippa.  c.  ii.  sect, 
Ir  eases  his  subjects  of  the  fonrlh  part  ol"  their  taxes, 
fccL  5;  the  quarrels  in  hit  family,  c.  iii.  secL  1;  he 
favours  Antipater  in  opposition  to  (lie  sons  of  Mari- 
amne, sect,  3;  coes  to  Aquileia,  ami  impeaches  his 
•on 8.  at  Rome,  before  C«^ar.  c.  iv.  sect.  I;  is  recon- 
ciled to  them.  sect.  4;  War,  i.  xxiii,  3;  celehratrs  caraes 
in  honour  of  Caisar,  Antiq.  xvi.  v.  I ;  builds  towns  and 
castles.  sect2;  builds  Apollo's  temple,  and  renews  ihe 
Olympic  Kames.  sect  3;  War,  i.  xxi.  il;  his  temper 
jftscrihed.  Antiq.  xvL  v,  4;  he  opens  David's  sepul- 
chre, c.  vii,  sect  i  :  If*  fi«sp*»c1s  his  kindred,  sect.  3;  he 
is  armsed  by  Sylleus  before  Csesar,  c.  ix.  sect  3;  his 
cruelty  to  his  s-'ns,  r,  xi.  sect  I;  he  accuses  them  in 
a  council  at  BerjUis.  sect.  3;  inquires,  of  Ntcolausdf 
Datnasctis,  what  they  think  of  him  and  bis  sons  at 
Rome.  sect.  3;  he  orders  tliem  both  to  be  stranpi^. 
sect  ti;  proriHes  lor  their  rhildren.  xvii.  i.  it.  tils  wives 
and  cliiJdwn,  sect.  3;  xviii.  v.  *;  he  contracts  mar- 
riaces  for  Mriri.imn-*B  ctiildrrn,  xvii.  i.  9.  » ar,  i. 
xxviii.  6;  alters  those  contracts,  «<^-i.  6;  sends  Anti- 
paler  to  Cajsar.  Antiq.  xvii.  iii.  2;  War.  i.  xxix.  2;  is 
enade  to  behevethat  hla  brother  I'heroras  was  poisoned.. 
Anliq  xvti.  iv.  1;  War,  i.xxx.  1;  finds  tlie  poison  wa«, 
for  himsel'.  Antiq  xvii.  iv.  -2-.  Wax.  i.  xxx.  2:  tries, 
Antip:«ter,  and  puts  bim  in  chains,  ABtiq  xvii.  v.  7, 
tols  htiieene-s  in  his  olfl  age,  c.  vi.  sect.  1 ;  he  make- 
bis  will,  lb.  ;  his  lernhle  sickness,  sect  5;  \^  ar,  i 
xnxiii  1.  3;  his  barbarous  order  lor  murdering  ilic 
pnnripMl  of  ihe  Jews,  Antiq  xvii,  vi.  6;  he  attempt  * 
to  murder  himself,  sect  7;  he  alters  his  will,  c-  vi;i, 
«ect.  1 ;  his  chararter,  ib.  ;  his  death  and  burial,  sect. 
I,  3:  War  i.  xxxui.  8,  9.  his  will  •ip^'Ded  and  read. 
Anfq.  xvii-  viii.  ^:  not  to  take  place  'ill  confirmed  by 
L*aax.  c.  xi.  sect  4 


Herod,  the  son  of  Herod,  made  tetrach,  Antiq.  rviii,  iL  1 ; 
c.  vii.  sect  1 ;  War,  ii,  ix  1 .  lie  hnilds  towns  in  honour 
of  Ctesitr,  ih. ;  sends  a  letter  to  Caesar.  Antiq.  xviii.  iv. 
6^  makes  war  uponAretas,  kinff  of  Arabia, c.  v.  sect  1, 
&c.:  is  banished,  ib.;  U'ar,  ii   ix.  6. 

Her.Ki,  half  brother  to  the  tetrach.  Antiq.  xviii.  v,  1. 

Herod,  son  of  Aristobulus  by  Salome,  sect.  4. 

Herod,  Soli  of  Aristobulus,  by  Berenice,  Salome's  daugh- 
ter, Anliq.  xviLui;   War,*,  xxviii.  1. 

Herod,  Herod's  son  by  Alariamne,  Simon's  dauehter, 
Aiitit^  XviL  L  2;  c.  iiL  sect  'i;  and  xviii,  \.  1 ;  Wai,  i. 
XX viii.  4;  c  xxix.  Sect  2;  he  is  blotted  out  of  Herud'i 
will,  \Wr.  L  XX.X.  7. 

Heroil,  Herod's  son  by  Cleopatra  of  Jenisalem,  Antiq. 
XTii.  i.  *J:  War,  i,  xxviii.  4. 

Herod,  Ajirippa  senior's  brother,  king  of  Chalcis  Antiq. 

XIX.  v.  I;  tie  marries  Mariamne,  daughter  ol  Josephus 
by  Olympia«,  king  Herod's  daughter,  xviii.  v.  4 ;  be 
has  Ihe  p4iwer  over  the  temple  given  him  by  Claudius, 

XX.  i.  3;  bis  death  and  cbildreo,  c  v.  sect  H;  War,  it 
xi.  6. 

Herod,  son  of  Pbasaelus  and  Salampsio,  Antiq.  XTiiL  t. 
4. 

Herod,  Polerao's  brother,  ting  of  Cbalcis,  AntJq.  xix.  viii. 
I. 

Herodias,  daughter  of  Ari8tobul'i%  by  Berenice,  Salotne't 
Jaitghter.  Anliq.  xriii.  v.  1;  War,  i.  xxviii.  1;  A'.!nppx 
B«  niur's  sisler,  and  wife  ol  Ilerod  the  tetrarch.  and  en- 
vies Aerippa  the  royal  dignity,  Anliq.  xviiJ.  vtii.  If 
War,  ii.  ix.  fi;  follows  her  husband  in  his  hjiiishment, 
Anliq.  xviii.  vii.  2;  married  to  Herod,  son  of  Herod 
the  (»real,  by  Mahaiune,  Simon's  daughter,  c.  t.  sect 
2;  c.  vi,  srrt'.  2;  af(i-rwarrt  married  to  Hcro-i.  the  fnr- 
nier  bu!tband's  broiber,  while  her  former  busbaod  was 
alive,  f.  v.  sect   -l. 

Hezekiah,  king  of  Jiidab,  Antiq.  ix.  xiii.  2;  his  religioot 
speech  to  the  people,  ib. ;  bis  lustration  of  tt>e  temple, 
and  si.l.-mn  c»lebn.tii>n  of  the  passover.  sect  2.  3;  be 
makes  war  upon  the  Philistines,  sect  3;  delends  him-  , 
stlf  from  Sennacherib,  x.  i  1 ;  recovers  from  sickness, 
c.  ii.  »» ct  I ;  dies,  c.  Iii.  Sect.  I.  > 

Hin.  an  Hebrew  measure,  Antiq.  iii.  viii.  6. 

HilkuAh,  the  high-priest,  Anliq.  x.  v.  I;  c.  viii.  sect  6. 

Miram,  king  of  Tyre,  Uavid's  friend.  Antiq.  vii.  iii.  2. 

Hir.im.  king  of  Tyre,  sends  ambas»adurs  to  ^olomoo^ 
Antiq.  vii.  ii.  6. 

Hiram,  king  of  Tyre,  Against  Apion,  U  sect  17,  ld»  2i. 

Historioos,  tbeir  duty.  Antiq.  i.  t. 

Hophni.  son  of  Eli,  Anl.q.  v.  x.  I;  he  is  slain  in  battle, 
c  xi.  sect  2. 

House  of  Ihe  forest  of  I^banon,  Anliq.  viii.  vL  5. 

Hohliea,  king  of  Israel,  Anliq.  ix.  xiiL  1;  he  is  made  a  ' 
prisorwr,  c.   xiv.  sect.  1. 

Huldah.  the  prophetess,  Anliq.  x,  iv.  2. 

Human  sacrifice,  Anliq.  ix.  lii.  2. 

Hur,  a  prince  of  the  Midianiles,  Anttq.  iv.  vU.  1|  %0 
head  of  the  Ephraimites,  Antiq.  vuL  ii.  3, 

Hiishui,  Antiq.  viL  Ix.  2,  0,  7 ;  C  x.  sect  4,  i 

Huz.  Aotiq.  I.  vi.  3. 

Hymns,  composed  by  David  io  various  sorts  of  metre, 
Antiq.  viL  xii.  3. 

Hyrranus,  son  of  Joseph  Tobias.  Antiq.  xii.  iv.  G;  his 
artful  invenhon,  ih. ;  he  is  senl  to  Ptnlemy,  and  kindly 
rt-ceived  by  hira,  sect  7,  9;  his  actions  and  death,  sect 

Hyrcanus  (John),  son  of  Simon  the  M ace abee,  escapes 
being  slain,  Anliq.  xiii.  vii.  4;  sttacks  Ptolemy,  c  vni. 
sect  4;  War,  i.  ii.  3;  is  made  bifih-pnesl,  Antiq  xiii. 
viii  I-  Uar.  '  "i.  3;  is  besieged  by  Antiocbus,  Anliq. 
xiii'  viii".  2;  buys  a  peace  with  300  lalenls  taken  cut 
of  Uavid's  sepulchre,  sect  3.  4.  3;  marches  into  Syria 
and  recover*  the  towns  that  had  been  taken  away,  and 
renews  the  a!liaiK:e  with  t'le  Komaas,  Antiq.  xiiL  it. 
1,2;  besieges  Samaria,  takes  it  and  demolishes  it,  c 
X.  sect  2,  3;  his  intercourse  with  God,  ib.;  his  dreara 
concerning  his  sons,  c.  xii.  sect  1;  he  was  ethnarch, 
higb-priest,  and  prophet.  War,  i.  ii.  8;  bis  death  and 
eutogium.  Antiq.  xiii.  x.  7,  8. 
Hyrcanusll.sonof  Alexander  Jannens,  made  high-priest, 
Antiq.  XiiL  xvu  1,  2;  War,  L  v,  1 ;  agrees  to  leave  the 
civil  government  to  his  brother,  Antiq.  xiv.  i.  ?;  hia 
inactive  genius,  and  why  he  fled  to  Aretas,  ib. ;  ho  in 
va;n  tries  to  bribe  Scaurus  to  be  for  him.  c.  ii-  sect  3; 
pleads  ag.t  met  his  orotberbetorePompey,  c.  iii.  sect  2: 
recovers  t tie  high- priesthood,  c.  iv  sect  4;  is  confirmed 
theiein  by  Ceesar,  c.  viii.  sect  5;  War,  i  x.  3:  is  ho- 
nmirrd  by  the  Romans  and  Athenians,  Antiq.  xiv.  viiu  - 
3;  and  by  Julius  Caisar,  x.  li.;  is  taken  prisoner,  and 
JiAs  bis  ears  cuX  off  by  ADtigotJus,c.  xiiL  sect  lU;  ia 
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ft-leaaed  by  Ihe  Parthians,  and  rtltinis  to  Herod,  xr.  u. 
2;  be  is  perfi-iioiisly  trealwJ,  nnd  put  l<*  deatb  b>  him, 
ib.;  the  various  ad»rnture»  i»f  Uis  lifr,  SfiL  4. 
M>sraspes,  father  ol  Darius,  ADtiq.  xi.  iii.  L 

ir'ir.1,  Antiq.  i.  i.  2. 

iab*^  father  of  Shallum.  Antiq.  ix,  xu  I. 

Jahcsh  (iilead  demolished,  Autiq.  ».  ii-  H- 

Jariin,  kiog  of  Canaan,  coslave*  tbc  Unietites,  Antiq.  t. 

J^riious,  or  Alcious,  Ibe  wicked  high-priest,  Antiq.  xiL 

1x7.  -  .    I    L        * 

laciAboro.  Antiq.  t  xviii.  Ij  eontracls  with  Laban  for 
Rachel,  c.  xis.  sec L  7  ;  he  wresilrs  with  an  anfcel.  c. 
xx.tecu'ii  his  sons.S'-ci.  8:  c.  xx.  3*^1.3;  be  pri- 
Tately  departs  from  l-ah»n.  sect.  0;  hia  poslrhr*.  wneii 
thrywent  down  into  Ke>pt,  ii.  vii.  4:  he  weeps  npon 
codinK  away  his  son  Benjamin  iitto  Eopt,  c.  vi.  secL 
Aj  be  meets  with  h  »  brother  I  »au,  I  xx.  J. 

Jacoh^  son  of  Sossas,  War,  ir.  ir.  2;  and  t,  vi.  I ;  and  »». 
viiuJ:  . 

Jacob,  nn  Idnmeac.  belmjs  h'9  country,  "  ar,  it.  ix.  (.. 

Ja"1nt,«r  Jaddua-sonof  Ji»hn.  bigli-pneai,  Amiq.  xi,  *il 
2:  he  meets  Alexaniler  in  his  poDli6cal  garments  c. 
Tin.  sect.  5:   hedirs^sect  7. 

Jndon,  the  prophet,  Antiq.  viiu  Tiii.  5;  la  killrd  by  a  Uon, 
c.  tx  i*ct.  a 

Saf\,  wife  of  Hebcr  Ibe  Kenile,  kills  Sisera,  AnUq.  t.  t. 
4. 

JehaeW.  the  prophet.  Antiq.  IX.  1.  2. 

Jan.bHcDa,  the  S>rian  ruler,  Antiq.  xir,  Tiii.  1)  War,  i. 

iT.3. 

Jamea,  the  brother  of  Jesos  Christ,  siooed,  AoUq.  xx. 

i^.  I. 
Janiis,  kineof  Feypt,  A^amst  Apion.  1.  »«».  U. 
Jj;]Hi;t,  Ant  q.  L  iT.  I ;  whatcouolnrs  bi»  soB*  possessed. 

c.  Ti.  »ect.  I.  «.  ■- 

JaHen,  a  woodland,  snrroanded  by  Bassna,  War,  vu-  ti. 

*■ 
Ja"*d,  Antiq.  i,  i,  2;  c  iii.  sect.  i. 
Ja^iQ,  or  Jesus.  Aniiq.  xii.  t.  1. 
Ja5i.n,  son  of  Eleazar.  Aatiq.  xiL  x.  6. 
Jav.in,  Antiq.  i.  vt.  I. 

llrfisr.  or  Jeban.  »on  of  DaTid.  Aotiq.  tii.  iii.  3. 
Ibis-  an  animal  in  E^pl  that  destroys  serpent*,  AnUq. 

ii.  T.  2. 
Ibzan,  a  judge  of  Israel,  after  Jephthab,  Antiq.  t.  tii. 

is,  14. 

Ide.a  freed  woman.  Antiq.  xriii.  iii.  4;  is  haneed.  ib. 

Idumeans,  Antiq.  xii.  »iii.  1:  War.  iT.  iT.  !.■!,  5,^,7: 
and  Tii  Tiii  1;  npfin»e  to  tire  the  Israelites  DX<isaKe. 
Anlio.  iv.  ir.  5:  turn  Jew*,  xiii.  ix.  1 ;  are  but  hall 
Jews,  xiT.  XT.  2:  Coze  their  Vonnrr  idol,  xv.  viL  9; 
c-ltrbrale  the  Jewish  fesiiTals,  xrii.  x.  "2. 

Jehun,  or  Ibhar,  r>aTiJ's  son.  Antiq.  rii.  iiL  S."* 

Jebosthus.  or  Ishbosheth,  Saul's  son,  is  made  kioi?,  An- 
iiq Tii.  1.3;  be  is  tieacberousty  murdered,  c  ii.  sect, 
I. 

JeToUah,  Anftq.  ix   T.  3. 

J^diJiab,  l-ins  Josialrs  mother.  Antiq.  x.  It.  4^ 

Jeliii:!,  one  of  the  posterity  of  iMoses,  Autiq.  TiL  xir.  10^ 

JeTi^har.  kinfe  of  Jadah,  Antiq.  i.  r.  J;  he  die*  In 
E^pt.  lb. 

JeSoaz,  son  of  Jehu.  Icin?  of  Israel.  Antiq.  tx,  »iii.  I. 

Jeboash,  son  of  Ahaziah.  »aTed,  Antiq.  ix.  tu.  1;  is 
made  king.  sect.  2;  mutter**!,  c.  Tiii.  sect.  4. 

Jehotacbin,  or  Jeconiah,  fcingof  Judab,  Sv>tiQ,  x.  t.  3;. 

Jtfhoiada,  Anliq.  tii.  ii  2. 

Jeboiada.  the  hi^h-pnest,  Antiq.  x.  vim.  f\ 

Jehoiakim,  kinc  of  Jadah,  Antiq.  t.  v.  2;  e.  ti.-.  he  w- 
b-ls  against  the  BaMtonian*.  <-.  vi.  sect.  2:  he  is  slam 
br  Nebuchadnezzar,  and  cast  out  of  the  gale  of  Jera- 
salem,  sect.  3.  .      .        .    _ 

Jehonadah,  an  old  friend  of  Jeho,  Anhq.  ix.  ti.  5. 

Je^oram.kin^ofJudab.  Antiq.  ix.  iv    I.  &c. 

JeUoraiD.  king  of  Israel.  Antiq.  ix.  ii.  9:  his  expedition 
against  IhelVloabiies,  c.  :ii.  sect.  1 ;  bis  distemper  and 
death,  c  v.  sect.  2.  3;  c.  vi.  sect  1. 

Jehosapbal,  the  son  of  Ahitub,  Antiq.  tii.  r.  4. 

Jehosapbat,apiou3kio?ofJTidah,  Anttq.  tim.  sf.  I;  and 
ix.  LI;  pardoned  for  making  an  alhance  with  Ahab, 
ib.i  his  fleet  brufceo  to  pieces,  c.  i.  sect.  4;  b!8  death, 

Jehoshebab,  sister  of  Ahaziah,  king  of  Jndab,  Antiq.  ix. 

JehV.  son  ofNinisbi.  Antiq.  Tiii.  xiii.  7:  isroadekio^of 
Israel,  ix.  Ti.  1,  &«•;  his  actions  sect.  3.  &c  :  be  pots 
baal's  prieaU  to  death,  aect.  6;  be  die*  a  Tiii.  sect,  1. 


Jehn  the  pmphel,  the  son  orFTannat.  Astiq.  vfri  xu.  3. 

Jrnar.  David's  son,  Amiq   riL  iii.  3. 

JruhUia  puis  Ibe  Ammonrtes  to  fIii:hT,  Ar.tiq.  t.  tm.  % 
III;  3acn5c(9  his  Hatuhier  (accordinf;  To  ihe  opii)i'>u^ 
Ji«epliii'-),  lb.;  makes  a  gnral  slaughter  aoiuo^  the 
l-'phra;mties,  'eel.  II. 

JerrmiAh.  the  pruphet.  Antiq.  x.  t.  1;  his  tain'ental>om 
upon  lite  de^lh  of  Joaiab.  ib. ;  his  prui-hrc)  aj;ttiiist 
Jerosalem.  c.  fi.  sec'.  2.  c  tii.  sect.  2,  3.  G;  his  .ti-ribe 
Uaruch,  c.  ti.  sect.  2;  he  is  scuusrd  and  diM-harsed 
ib. ;  his  pruphecy  read  in  thr  temclr,  and  his  r»ll  burnt, 
ib.;  his  prophecy  of  the  Jews'  lelea^e  Iri»m  capt.i*il;, 
c  \ii.  »ecl.  3;  be  is  put  in  priMin.  and  thrown  into  th« 
dun);con,  »rcL  ^.  5;  isletlwiib  Baruch  in  JuJra,  altrr 
Zedekiah'scapliTiiy.  Antiq.  X.  ix.  I. 

Jericho  taken,  Autiq.  v.  i.  0;  its  rebuilder  cursed,  sect 
8;  It  is  plundrrrd  by  the  Rumans,  xit.  xv.  U. 

Jert  boam.  the  s^in  of  Ndiat,  cunsptte!.  atf-unsl  Solomon, 
Anliq.  viii.  Tii  7;  he  is  made  king  of  the  tt  n  irib«-s  c 
viii.  arci.  3.  &c.;  erects  Rodeo  cai*»  s  sect  4;  his  tjnd 
withered,  st  cl.  6.  U'n  cxpfditian  agaiosl  Abijah,  c  xL 
aecl.  2;   br  dies,  sect.  4. 

Jeritbuaiit  II.  the  sun  cf  Jonsb  kint*  of  Israel,  Amiq.  ix. 
X.  I;  he  makfls  war  again>t  the  >>rian6,  ib.i  be  dits* 
secL  3. 

Jeiusiilem  taken  b>  DiTid.  Anliq.  tR.  iii.  I,  &c.;  whence 
that  n.*me  was  derivei).  .sect.  2.  besirgrd  and  uWcu  Itv 
tbc  UativUinian.s  X.  xiL  4.  &c.;  c.  *iii.  ^ecl  2.  be- 
sieged and  lakcii  b>  IV-mpe),  x'.v.  iv,  2,  Ac,;  by  Herod, 
and  Sosiua,c.  x*i,  seel.  2,4;  b>  Ptolrmv.  the  8..n  of 
Lagiis.  xii  I ;  bow  man>  times  laktn,  \*  ar.  ti.  x.  G; 
made  tributary  lu  the  Itoinans.  Amiq.  xiT.  iv.  4;  )e\cl- 
led  with  the  t^rouud.  War,  ti.  i.  1;  declared  h«'W,  iu- 
Tiulabte,  and  Iree,  b>  l>mruius,  king  olS>ria,  An'iq. 
Xiii.  >  3;  two  ciladcls  Iherriii,  xv.  TiL  fl;  who  gist 
built  it.  War,  Ti.  x;  situated  in  the  middle  of  Judra, 
ill  iii.  6;  M-t  on  lire  by  the  Dumats.  ti.  viii-  5;  a  fa*! 
kept  there  jearly,  Antiq.  xir.  xvL  4;  as  also  when  it 
was  l..ken  h\  IVlnpey.and  b)  Hr rod,  and  -MisiuatC.  it. 
seel,  o;  civ.  8*cl.  a;  c  XT».  »ecr.  4.  a  Jebusile  king 
of  Jerusalem,  with  lour  others,  make  war  on  the  Gi- 
beonites,  T.  i.  27;  Ihey  are  put  to  flight  by  Joshaa.  ib-j 
Jcruiutlem  described.  War,  v.  i?.;  Against  Ap:en,  L 
sect.  22. 

Jmishab,  Jolham's  mother.  Antiq.  ix.  xi.  31. 

Jessai,  the  son  of  Achimaaz,  AnUq.  vii,  aii.  2. 

Jesse,  the  SOD  ol  Obed,  and  Uiber  of  iiaTid,  Aotiq.  Tk 
Tiii.  I. 

Jem  Christ,  a  teslimony  to  him,  Antiq.  xriii-  iii. 

Jesus  Ibe  ion  of  Pbahet  depnved  of  Ibe  btgb-prieslhood, 

Antiq.  Tt.  t   3* 
iesua^sonof  A  nanos,  his  ominous  clamour,  and  deallH 
War,  Ti.  t.  ;*. 

Jesoa.  or  Jason.  Anliq.  iii.  ▼-  U  ■       »  •/ 

Jesus,  the  son  of  Sappbias  governor  of  Tiberias,  Life, 

sect.  12.  27;  War.  ii.  xx.  4. 
Jesus,  hrolher  of  O'lias.  depriTed  of  the  hi«b-prieslhood 

by  Antiochus  I'.piphanes,  Antiq.  sv.  iii.  1. 
Jesus,  BOO  of  Gamaliel,  made  bi^b-priest,  Antii).  xx.  ix. 

4. 
Jesus,  the  eldest  priest  after  Ananns  V*  »r,  it.  it.  3;  e. 

T.  seel.  2;  his  speech  to  the  Idumeans,  c   iv.  sect.  3. 
Jesus,  son  ol  l>ataneu3,  made  high-pnest,  Aotiq.  xx.  ix. 

Jesus  son  of  Gamala,  Life,  sect.  38,  41. 
Jesus,  or  Joshua,  Ihc  son  ol  Nun,  Anliq,  iii,  xiT.  4;  be- 
comes the  successor  of  Mosef^iv.  Tii.  •^;  curomands  the 
IsraeHtes  aeamst  Ihe  Amaltkilis,  iii.  ii.  3;  propheciea 
io  the  liletiroe  of  Mo?es.  iT.  Tiii.  4ii;  leads  Ibe  Israel- 
»w«  to  the  nver  Jordan,  v.  i.  1;  consults  ahoul  Ihe 
Ignition  of  ihe  land,  sect  2W,  &c. ;  hjs  speech  Io  the 
two  tribes  and  half,  »*ct.  25;  his  death,  sect.  v9. 
Jesus,  BOD  of  >apbat.  ringleadcT  of  tbc  robbers,  Lile, 

sect  22;  W  ar,  n^,  i\.  7. 
Jesoe,  s-tB  ot  1  hebiilhus,  a  priest.  W  ar.  tu  Tiii.  3. 
Jesus,  son  of  Jozedek.  Aotiq.  xi.  iii.  10. 
Jethro  Ihe   Midianile.  Antiq.  v,  ii.  a. 
Jews  eoTemed  of  old  by  an  arielocracT.  Antiq.  liT.  t.  4; 
War,  i,  viii.  5;  Jewish  priests  carelul  to  marr?  accord- 
ing to  their  law,  Against  Apion,  i.  sect.*;  atAI<;xai»- 
d^a  had  equal   privileees  with  the  fireeks,   Vi  at,  ii. 
xviii   7-  are  in  great  dancer  at  Amioch.  vii.  iii.  Hi  at 
Ecbalaoa,  ne.r  Gal.lee,  Ufe,  sect.  U:  are  cut«ff  at 
Cesan^a,  Wat,  ii.  xviii.  1 ;  at  ScNthopolis,  sect.  3:  are 
in   tactions  on  account  of  the   hieb-pnesthood,  AnUq. 
xii.  T.  1 :  are  killed  on  the  Sabbaih-day.  c.  ti.  sect.  2; 
Jews  bevond   Euphrale.*,  xv.  iit.  1;  at  Aiexai^dna  la 
Jg>pt,  an-i   Cvv"""'.  "S'"-  *•  **■    ^*  to  wur  nndrr  AM- 
aiw^cr  the  Great.  ^   *iiu  5;  are  earned  lolo  tOpl  by 
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Plolrmv  Lam.  xii.  i.  1 :  arc  banislivd  Rome,  xriii.  iit    I  Jonathan,  ton  of  SaoT,  beat*  a  (rarrison  of  the  Philistines 


bt  iit!3<i'«  to  he  a  Roman  provincr.  xvii.  xi.  3 
fa»ourc(i  hv  Seleuciis  Nicator.  x;i.  iii.  I;  hy  Ve-tpa^iaii 
aiifJ  Titiis.'jfrt-  I.  2;  by  Miircns  Aurippa.  seci.  -i;  by 
Aniioc!ui«,  Ihe  Orpal,  ib  ;  art  fliuit  up  in  thf  Hippo- 
iJronii-.  but  afrerwarrt»  rrlrased,  xvii.  viii.  'J;  pray  for 
llip  welfare  of  the  Spartans,  xiii.  t.  fl;  Antiochus,  a 
'«-w.  accuses  his  own  tathrr  at  Antiorh.  War.  vii.  iiij 
3;  Jews  have  pnvilpcea  L-ranird  them  by  llir  kiti^  of 
4«ia.  Anti'j.  xr.  TL  1;  Ef>plians  and  Tyriana  chiefly 
iatfd  the  Jews  Against  Apioo,  i.  icet  13{  Demetrius 
remits  theru  partof  theiT  tnbnte.  Antiq.  xiii.  iL3:  Jews 
•1  Alcxaiidna  are  allowed  an  etbnareb,  or  alabarrh, 
Hiv.  vii.  "i;  are  allowed  lo  gather  Ihrir  sacred  collec- 
tions at  Home.  c.  x.  sect.  H;  enjoy  their  libertv  under 
Ibe  Romans,  only  are  to  pay  their  ta^ie*,  xviii.  li.  2; 
are  derived  from  the  same  onsin  with  tiie  Spartans, 
xii.  iT.  10:  ha»e  their  own  laws  under  Alexander  the 
Great,  li.  »iii.  O;  ar-  protiihjied  to  meddle  with  foreign 
women,  xii  i^.  ti;  are  very  lenaoiousol  their  own  law^. 
Against  Apton.  i.  sect.  W;  their  anibassadurs*  place 
^1  Hf'oie  In  the  theatre,  Antiq.  xiv.  x.  (i;  are  numerous 
at  Alexandria,  c.  vii  sect.  *i;  at  Babylon,  xv.  it,  2;  the 
form  of  iheir  governnieol,  xi  if.  H;  their  quarrel  with 
the  Syrians  at  Cesjirea  about  their  privileges,  xx.  vui. 
i>;  their  marriages.  Against  Apian,  li.  sect.  "^4 :  thty 
had  a  synagogDC  i.t  Antioch,  War,  vii.  iii.  3*  their  pri- 
Tiiegf  s  under  the  Romans,  Anti(|.  xvi.  ii.  i :  they  send 
«ii  enibu*sy  to  I're^ar,  against  Archeiaiia.  xvii.  xi.  t; 
the  Asialie  J-ws  send  an  embassy  to  Cipsar,  xvi.  vi,  I ; 
*  creat  slaughter  of  Jews.  xvii-.  ix.  9;  War,  i  xviii  3, 
ttv.;  and  vi:.  viii.  6:  their  calamities  in  Mesopotumia 
%nil  Babylonia,  Antiq.  xviii.  ix.  I:  beginning  of  llie 
Jewish  war,  xi.  xi.  I:  antiquity  ol  the  Jewish  riies, 
%y.  11.  4;  towns  in  Syria,  Phoenicia,  and  Idumra,  be- 
%>.''«irfi  lo  ihe  Jewa,  xiii.  xv.  4. 

i.ilh.1.   Ahah's    wife,  Anliq,  viiL    xiii,  4;    is   torn    to 
piece*  by  di»es,  ix.  ti.  4- 
Jez:in<£.h,  ,\v\.^.  X.  ix.  2. 
J.fllaph,  Anti^.  I.  vi.  .b. 

|niui.'es.  ur  fcr:ii*n  oxen,  were  not  lawful  to  he  made  by 
Sol"m"n.  in  thu  oi-iiiion  of  Josrphns,  Antiq.  viii.  vii 
6;  imai;es  of  aiin.als  are  againNt  the  Jewish  law,  xv. 
viii;  c,  ix.,sec'.  5;  W  ar,  i.  xxxtii.  2;  to  set  them  up, 
or  consecrji'e  ihem,  was  forbidden  the  Jews,  Aoliq. 
iii.  vi.  S;  and  xv*.  vi.  9. 
Imp'-siora  tlirouuhout  Judea,  Antiq.  xx.  viii.  6. 
Inrense  onK  to  be  uficred  by  the  posterity  of  Aaron,  AtJ- 

tiq,  IX.   X.  *. 
.    .      .    .....rV.rfl  in  FCVP'.  Af'tl'?- '- '»•  2. 

Innocence  nakes  men  c.mrageo.is.  Anijq.  sii-  vi!.  1. 
Jo;ih    General  ..r  M.tvid's  ar.tiv.  Aniiq    vii.    i. -');  lakes  the 
c'lid'-l    ol    Jerusalem,   c.  iii.  svcl.    I;   conb^ires  with 
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.  4    &c- 


Jonthan,  or  Jolham,  hiRh-pitest,  Antiq.  viiL  {.  3;  and  r. 

vui  u 

Jouz  r.  son  of  Boethiis,  hieh-priest,  Antiq.  yvii  vi  4; 
and  xviii  i.  I ;  c.  iii.  sect.  I ;  ift  deprived  by  Aivbt^b-S 
x^  n.  xi'i.  I ;  and  xviii   -J,  I. 

Jvib;.na".  the  son  of  Kaieah,  Antiq.  X.  ix.  2;  he  pufMes 
afl*T  I'-hmael,  sect.  6. 

J.hn  HwcTiniiv      See  Hvrcaniis. 

»'.hn  the  Baptist,  put  to  death  by  Herod,  Antiq.  xviri.  >. 
2. 

.I'thn.  Ihe  son  nf  Dorcax,  War,  iv,  iii,  5. 

Jiiho,  c^lVd  Gadilia.  Junatbau'ft  brother,  is  kitted,  Antiq. 
x-ii.  1.  -2. 

Julin,  sonof  Levi,  reliu 'Ids  Gi^chala.  Life.  sect.  10;  War, 
ii.  x^.  ti:  and  vii,  viii-  1 ;  an  enemy  to  JoNephic,  Life, 
s.ct.  13,  &c. ,  sect.  2-5:  War,  ii.  xxi,  1;  aims  at  abso- 
lute dominion,  iv.  iii.  13,  c.  vii,  sect,  1, 

Jiihn,  sou  o(  Sosas,  ^^  ar,  iv.  iv.  2. 

John  the  Fssen.  U  ar,  ii.  xx.  4;  and  iii.  ii.  L 

J.iltn.  son  of  Judas,  hieh-priesf,  Antiq.  xi.  vii.  Ij  mur- 
ders his  hroiher  in  the  temple,  ^ecl.  i. 

Jul  ti,  rapti*in  of  ihe  Mumeans,  killed,  War,  V.  vi.  6. 

John,  son  nf  EHasih.  Antiq.  xi.  v.  -!. 

Julm,  i>r  Jotaunan.  son  ofKareah,  Antiq.  X.  xL  2;  pur- 
ines after  Ishmael.  sect.  a. 

J.ikian.   /n'iq.  i.  vi.  4. 

Jon;»d:ih.  Ammon's  kinsman,  Antiq.  vii.  viii.  1;  son  of 
Sanieiiv,  sect,  iii;  he  kills  a  irtant.  c.  xii.  sect.  2. 

Jon-«s.  'he  prophet.  Antiq.  ix    x.  1,  Sec. 

Jo";ithan.  S"n  of  Ananus.  Antiq.  xix.  vi.  4  ;  refuses  the 
high-prie«tluu>(1,  lb,  i  his  at  tinns  \t  ar.  ii.  xii.  o,  &c. ; 
►le  is  tiiiirdefd   by  the  Sirari'.  c.  xiii.  serf.  .1. 

ionmhat',  C'llle-I  Apphu",  tl'c  'MaiTCMhee.  Antiq.  xii.  vi.  I  ; 
ti-  ma^es  a  leapuc  with  Aniii-chns  Eupalur,  War.  i.  ii. 
If  is  surprised  by  Trypho,  and  killed,  ib. 


Aniiq.  vi.  vi.  2;  reconciles  Satil  to  Havld.  c.  xi.  seel 
2;  his  conference  with  O.ivid,  sect.  27 ;   is  sluin  in  bat- 
tle by  the  Ptiilisiines,  Antiq.  vi    tiv.  7. 
Jonathan,  a  Suddncee.  provok.e9  Hyroanus  against  the 

Pharisees,  Antiq    xiii.  X.  (>. 
Jonathan,  a  Jew.  challenges  Ihe  Romans  to  a  single  com- 
bat. War,  vi.  ii.  1 ;   he  is  killed  by  Priscii^,  ib. 
Jonathan,  the  son  of  Ahiathrr.  Anliq.  vii.   ix.  2. 
Jonathan,  ringleader  of  the  Sicarii,  Wor.  vii.  xi.   L 
Jonathan,  Ibe  bigh-priest,  murdered  by  the  order  of  Fe- 
lix, Antiq.  XX.  viii.  a. 
Jonathan  the   Maccabee,  made  cftmmander  of  the  Jews 
afler  Judas,  Antiq.  xiii.  i.  1;  with  his  brother  Simon 
defeats  the  ^ab:l^ean^,  sect.  4 ;  makes  peace  w  ith  Uac- 
chides,  »ect.  ti;  re.tlores  the  dtvine  worship,  c.  ii.  secL 
l.&C;  defeats    Heuir-lriiis's  captains,  sect.  7  ;   renews 
the  Ii-ague  with  the  Romans  and  Spartans,  c,  v.  sect 
8;   Ills  letter  to  Ihe  Spartans,  ib.j  he  is  killed  by  '1  ry- 
^ho.  c  v*.  sect.  5k 
Joppa,  taken  by  tbe  Romans,  War,  ii.  xviii.  10;  demo- 
lished, tii.  i\.  2,  ^ 

Joram,  high-priest,  Antiq.  x.  viii.  6. 

Jo'dan,  the  Israelites  puss  over  it,  Antiq.  i.  3. 

Jozedek,  high-priest  at  the  captivity,  Antiq.  x.  viii.  6. 

Joseph,  son  ol  Zaechanas.  Antiq.  xu.  viii.  li. 

Joseph,  son  of  Antipaler,  Anliq.  xiv.  vii.  2;  War,  i.  Tiii. 
9. 

Joseph  Cabi,  son  of  Simon  the  luRh-priest,  Anliq.  xx. 
viii.  II ;  he  is  deprived,  c  ix.  seel.  L 

Joseph,  son  ol  (lamiis.  is  made  hiyh-priest,  Anliq.  xx. 
3;    he  is  deprived,  c.  V    srrt.  2. 

Joseph,  called  Caiapha-s  is  made  high-priest,  Antiq. 
xviii.  ii.  2,  c.  iv.  seel.  Ij, 

Joseph,  the  sou  of  a  feniule  physician,  Stirs  up  a  sedition 
at  (iamala.  Life,  ftcu  ;J7. 

Joseph,  son  ol    Dalens,  U  ar,  vi.  v.  L 

Joseph,  the  son  <rf  Eilemus,  otti  iates  for  Matthias  the 
iiigh-priesl,  Anliq.  xvii.  vi.  4. 

Joseph,  a  relaiuin  of  Archelaus.  War,  ii.  v.  3. 

Joseph,  a  treasurer,  Antiq.  xv.  vi.  o. 

Jo\epti,  son  of  flurion.  W.ir.  ii.  xx.  3. 

Joseph,  Herod's  uncle,  Anliq.  xv,  ui.  5;  he  marries  Sa- 
lome, Herod's  siater,  \\  ar.  i  xx.  4,  he  discovers  his 
injunction  to  kill  i^larianine,  and  is  put  to  death,  An- 
liq. XV.  iii.  5;   \t  ar.  i,  xmi   4. 

Joseph,  Heroil'B  hrntlKT,  Antiq  xiv,  xv.  4;  and  xvtii.  v. 
4;  he  is  sent  into  Idiimea.  xiv.  xv.  4 ;  Mor,  i.  xvi.  1; 
his  death,  Antiq.  xiv.  xv.  I();   Mar,  i.  xvii   1.  2. 

Joseph,  son  ol  Joseph,  llerud^s  brother,  Antiq.  xviii.  v. 
4. 

Joseph,  son  nf  Tohia?,  repronches  his  uncle  Onias,  An- 
liq. xii.  iv.  2;  eoes  «-n  an  en.hassy  lo  Piolemy,  ib.  ; 
beC'imrs  lis  tiix  calhefer,  strl.  1,  t'.es  lo  >)lia  tO 
gather  the  taxes,  sect.  5;  his  wealth  and  children,  sect 
6;  begets  Hjrcanus  on  his  limlher'a  daughter,  ib.; 
dies.  secL  I". 

Joseph,  sou  I't  Jacob,  his  dreams,  Anliq.  ii.  ii.  1,  &c.;  he 
IS  sold  lo  the  I-lmiaelitea.  c.  in.  sect.  3;  bis  chastity,  c, 
iv.  sect.  4;  he  is  put  ii-  p'ison.  c.  v.  .sect.  1;  he  is  re- 
leased, sect-  4;  he  d.^rxvers  his  brethren,  c  vi.  sect, 
2;  he  tries  them,  c.  v  i-ecl.  7;  he  discovers  hiuiacll  lO 
tliem,  sect.  lU;    his  death,  c.  viii.  sect.  I. 

Jo'-pphiis.  son  of  Mat'ailiiiis.  niaile  i:ovrrnor  of  Galilee, 
War.  ii.  XX.  4;  his  danger  at  'I  ariche.*,  c.  xxi.  sect.  3; 
he  reduces  T.heiias  hy  a  straiaKem.  sect.  t<,  9;  is  in 
great  danger  :igain,  v.  xiii.  3;  his  luoiher  lameiiis  him 
js  de:id,  ih. ;  (lis  speech  to  the  Tarirheans,  LiV.  sr-cL 
S9;  his  stratagems,  sect.  3(1.32,  44.  4o.  Ol.aQ,  ti3;  War, 
Iii.  vii.  13;  he  e.-capes  a  great  danger,  sect,  lii,  3U;  he 
g-i>es  to'lit^erias.  serl.;J3;  his  wonderful  dream,  sect.  42; 
he  goes  to  Taricheie.  sect  54,  69;  his  lather  put  to 
chains.  V.  xiii.  1 ;  Ins  love  to  his  ciuintry.  vi.  vii.  2;  he 
is  betraved  liv  a  woinat>,  iii.  vii,  I  ;  he  surrendt-in  hira- 
Pell  to  Nicanur,  sect.  4;  his  ''peech  to  Ins  companiiins, 
sect.  5,  he  IS  iti  danger  ol  his  lile.  sect.  6;  he  advices 
the  casting  ol  lots,  sect.7;  be  is  carrir-d  to  VVsia'-ian, 
>et"l.  8;  I  irt  sprtC'i  to  Vnspasiao,  -iect,  9;  he  is  hoUuured 
by  Vespasian  and  J  iiiis,  lb.;  I.ile,  ^ect  76;  b>  l>omi- 
tian  and  I  'oinitia.  seel.  *.^;  he  is  ^tl  a(  liberty,  \\  ar.  iv, 
X.  7;  his  speeches  to  ihe  Jews,  advising  them  to  sur- 
render. V.  ix  2;  and  vi  li  1 ;  he  is  accused  of  a  con- 
spiracy, vii.  xi  I;  TiTiis  4:ives  him  lands  i.-,  Jndea. 
Life,  sfct-7.5:  he  hafi  in  all  three  wivrs,  sect  7't;  hit 
children.  Sect.  7.");  he  was  greatly  skilled  it.  Hebrew 
and  (Jieek  leiirnini;,  Aniiq.  xx.  xi.  2.  of  lite  sect  of  Ifio 
Pharisees.  Lil<-,  sect.  2;  lit-  g' es  to  Rirme.  sect.  3;  he 
is  made  governor  nf  Galilee,  seel.  7;  Ireei  the  Sepphur- 
ilcf  Irom  tear,  s«cl.  8;  stays  in  Galilee,  «ecL    iut  bi» 
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ninHeration,  eect.  15:  bis  desiea  hi  writing  the  Anli- 
qiiilics,  Antiq.  liv.  i.  1,-  his  dili^nce  in  writing  hi*, 
tpry,  ib. ;  he  rroinises  other  woris,  Antiq.  Pief.  seci. 
4;    and  XX.  xi.;    and  a  book  o'  Jewish  ciisioms  and 
uipir  reasons,  iv.  vni.  4;  when  he  fioishrd   the  Atili- 
quities,  XX.  si.  -2:    when  he  wa»  born.  Lifr,  sect.  1. 
his  cond.icl  toiialilee,  sect.  K,  &c.;  he  appeals  to  Ves- 
pasi»D.  TitiiS,  and  olht-rs,  for  the  truth  of  his  hwturj, 
Aeain>t  Apion.  i.  secL  9. 
Joshuii,  the  s-'n  ol  Nun.     See  Jesns. 
J..shiia,  ion  of  Sip.  hieh-pri.-st,  Aotiq.  XTii.  xiii.  1. 
Josiali,  kine"f  Judah.  his  piel).  Antiq.  X.  iv.  1;  his  death. 

c.  V.  *ecl.  1. 
t:itapHia  besieged,  taken  and  demoUsbed,  War,  iiL  Tii. 

3  -36. 
Jotharo.  son  uf  Gideon,  bis  parable  to  the  Shecbemitcs, 

Aniiq.  V.  vii.  ^. 
Jothant.  king  of  Judah,  Antiq.  ix.  xi.  2;  bis  death,  c  xiL 

«ecr.  1. 
Ir-^neiis  itie  pleader,  An'iq.  xrii.  ix.  4. 
Iron,  harder  than  eold.  or  silver,  or  brass.  Antiq.  x.  X.4i 

hliniled  hy  >U<it;hter,  xiii.  xii.  6. 
Isaac.  Antiq.  i.  x.  6. 
I'iamh.      Sec  E^^iab. 
Isiibo^heth,  son  of  ^aul,  i^  made  kin^,  Antiq.  vii.  L  3;  be 

is  murdered  by  treachery,  c.  ii.  secL  1. 
Isl-mael,  Aniiq.  i.  x.  4. 
Islinia.*!.  son  of  Nethaniah.  mnrders  Gedaliah,  the  son  of 

Ahikam.  Aniiq.  x.  ix.  3.  4. 
Is -c.  her  lemple  polluted  and  demolished,  Antiq.  XTiii 

i>i.  4. 
Isrit-I.     8ee  Jacob. 

IsrHeliies.  nnmb^red,   Antiq.  iii.  xiL  4;  and  riLxiir.l; 
their  rt-liciou*  z*'a'  slackened,  t.  ii.  7;  they  are  carried 
captive  into  l^ledia  and  Persia,  Antiq.  ix.  xir.  L 
Islob,  or  Ishlob,  kine.  Antiq.  vii.  tl  1. 
Isufl.  hiph-priest,  Antiq.  x.  viii.  6. 
Ithamar,  son  of  Aaron,  Antiq.  iii.  riii.  1 ;  his  family,  rii. 

XIV.  7  ;  il  loses  tie  hiRh-priesthood,  Antiq.  viii.  i.  3. 
JtbobaUis.  or  Ethbaal,  king  of  T)re,  Antiq.  viii.  xiii.  1, 

•J,   Aciiist  Ap-on,  i.  sect.  H,  -21. 
Juha,  Line  of  l.>bia,  Antiq.  xvii.  xiii.  4. 
julinl,  Antiq.  i.  ii.  2. 
Jnhiire,  Aniiq.  iii.  sii.  3. 
Jufiindus.  one  of  Herod»8  life-Rnaids,  raise*  a  Calumny 

nca  nst  Al^-xander,  Aniiq.  xvi.  x.  3. 
Jtiriindus  (,tmilius).  War,  ii.  xix.  7. 
Jncun'lns.  capiain  of  hnrw.  War,  ii.  xiv.  5. 
Jiida.ias.  or  Dcdan,  Antiq.  i.  vi.  2. 

Judea,  it  begins  at  Coreap,  Antiq.  xiv.  Iii.  4;  a  great 
e:»itl»quake  in  Judca,  xv.  T.  'I;  its  ferlility.  Against 
Apion.  i.  sf-cf.  22:  contains  3.(X>0.000  of  acres  of  good 
land,  ib.;  its  description.  War,  iii.  iii.;  length,  breadth, 
and  limits,  ."sect.  5;  but  lately  kronn  to  the  Greeks, 
Against  Apion.  i.  sect.  1'2;  when  first  so  called.  .Antiq. 
ix.  V.  7;  abouodine  with  pasture,  xv.  t.  1;  War.  iii. 
iii.  2;  taken  from  Archelaus,  and  annexrd  to  Syria, 
Antiq.  xviii.  i.  1 ;  parted  by  Gabinius  int©  five  jorisdic- 
tions,  xiT.  V.  4  :  entirely  subdued  and  pacified  hy  Titus. 
WarV'ii.  X.  1;  made  tribuUT  to  the  Komans,  Antiq. 
xiT.  iv.  5.  ...      .    „     „. 

Judas,  the  Essen,  a  prophet,  Antiq.  im.  xi.  2;  War,  i. 

iii.  4. 
JudHS,  a  Galilean  or  Ganlonite,  the  author  of  a  fourth 
sect  among  the  Jews,  Antiq.  xvii.  L  1,  2,  6;  aud  XX. 
V.  i;   \^  ar,  ii.  viii,  1. 
Judas,  son  of  J  lirus,  is  slain.  War,  rii.  vL  5. 
Judiis,  son  of  Aminadab,  Antiq.  xi.  iv.  2. 
Judas  the  Marcahee,  Antiq.  xii.  vi.  1;  succeeds  Matthias 

♦  his  father,  sert.  4;  War,  i.  1.  3;  his  speech  to  bis  men 
before  a  battle.  Antiq  xii.  vii.  3;  he  is  victor,  sect.  4i 
be  comes  to  Jerusalem,  and  restores  the  temple  wor- 
ship, sect  6,  &c.  takes  vengeance  on  the  Iduroeans 
and  others,  xii.  viii.  1;  besieces  the  ciladfl  at  Jerusa- 
lem, c  ix.  sect.  3;  is  made  high-priest,  c.  x.  sect,  ti; 
makes  an  alliance  with  the  Rrnnans.  ib.;  fights  Bac- 
chides.  o^  xi.  seel.  I;  is  killed  in  the  battle,  sect.  2. 

Judas.  sjn  of  Chavwu-s  *ntiq    xiii.  v.  7. 

'udas.  ."^on  of  Sariphus,or  Seppbortus,  Antiq.  xviu.  X. 
6;  War,  i.  xxxiii.  2. 

Judas,  s-^n  o(  I- 1  asib,  high-priest.  Antiq.  xi.  vii.  1. 

Jotlas.  S'm  of  Fzechiiis.  ringleader  of  the  robbers,  Antiq. 
xvii.  X.  4;   M  ar,  iu  iv.  1. 

Jod-e--  of  the  Hebrews,  single  governors.  Antiq.  ix.  ir.  a 

Judges  at  Jerusalem,  the  .*ianbe(lrim.  -  ntiq.  xi.  i.  I. 

Judces  of  the  co'incU  iu  Syria  and  Phoenicia.  Aotiq.  xi. 
il,  I  j  seven  inferi-T  judges  in  every  city,  but  ao  appeal 
trom  them  to  ib*-  great  ."sanhedrim  at  Jerusalem,  Antiq. 
iv.  \iiL  14. 


Jnclas,  bigbaprint,  Aotiq.  X.  liii.  i.  *    ~    *  -^ 

JuJia,  or  Livia,  Augustus  CxsaTs  wife,  Aotlq.  vfLT.  1 
and  xvii.  L  I. 

Julia.  Cains'  sister,  Anttq.  xix.  it.  3. 

Julian  of  Bithynia,  a  valiant  captain,  War.  ti.  L  A, 

Julius  Ctesar's  letter  lolhe  Sidoiiiaos,  with  his  «ad  otber 
d<  rrees  in  f.ivour  ol  the  Jews.     See  Decrees 

Julius  Lupus,  Antiq.  xix.  ii.  4. 

J  ulias.  commander  uf  a  Roman  legion,  Antiq.  xr.  rii.  7< 

Jupiter  Hellenius*  temple  upon  Mount  Gerizzim,  Aatiq. 
XiL  V.  5. 

Jupiter  the  conqueror's  temple.  Antiq.  xiy.  iv.  3>. 

Jupiter  t)1)mpiu»*  tempif,  Against  Apiou,  i.  seeL  17| 
his  statue,  Antiq.  xix.  i.  1. 

Justus,  son  of  Johcphus,  iJle,  75. 

Justus  uf  I'iberias,  the  historian.  Life,  sect  65;  when 
they  published  bis  history,  ib. ;  be  is  condemned  by 
Vespasian,  but  saved  by  king  Aerippa,  l.ile,  sect.  74. 

Justus  son  of  Pistus,  stirs  up  sedition.  Life,  sect  9;  bis 
character,  ib. 

Izates,  son  of  Queen  Helena,  embraces  the  Jewish  reli- 
gion. Antiq.  XX.  ii.  ).  4;  is  circumcisM,  sect.  5;  con- 
quers his  enemies,  c.  iv.  secL  I,  2i  succeeds  Monoba- 
zus,  c  ii.  sect.  3;  he  dies.  c.  iv.  sect.  3;  bis  childiea 
aud  bretbrvn  are  besieged  in  JemsaJem,  War.  vi.  vi.  4. 

Kareah,  Antiq.  x.  ix.  1. 

Kemuel,  son  of  Nahor,  Antiq.  i.  tL  5. 

Ktrturah,  AbraliaiQ's  last  wife,  Antiq.  i.  xv.  1. 

King,  his  principal  qual ideations,  Antiq.  vii.  xr.S;  threr 
duties  of  a  good  king,  piety  towards  God,  justice  to- 
wards his  subjects,  and  care  of  the  public  welfare,  ix. 
xi.  2;  need  nut  give  an  account  of  his  actions  in  the 
opinion  of  Antony,  xv.  iii.  8;  should  be  eminently 
good.  vi.  xiv.  4. 

Ring  Solomon's  palace,  Antiq.  viL  v.  ]. 

Kings  of  David's  race,  bow  many,  .\ntiq.  x.  viiL  4. 

Kingdom,  a  reward  of  virtue,  Antiq.  ri.  viiu  1. 

Kitim,  Antiq.  i.  Ti.  1. 

Krr:ih,  raises  a  sedition,  Antiq.  rr.  ii.  2;  perishes  with 
his  followers,  c.  iiL  secL  S. 

Laban,  son  of  Betbuel,  Antiq.  L  vi.  5;  bis  fraud,  c.  xix. 
secu  7. 

Labour,  nothing  gotten  without  it,  Antiq.  iii.  iL  4. 

Laborosoarchod,  or  Labosordacus,  A  otiq.  x.  xL  2 ; 
Against  Apion,  i.  srcl.  20. 

Lacedemonians  derived  Irora  Abraham,  as  well  as  tb* 
Jews,  Antiq.  xii.  iv.  10;  aud  xiiL  v.  8. 

Lamech,  Antiq.  i.  iL  2. 

Language  (abusive)  not  to  be  pnoished  with  death,  Ao- 
tiq. xiii.  X.  o. 

Languages  confounded,  Antiq.  i.  iv,  3. 

Laodice,  queen  of  the  Gileaditea,  Antiq.  xiii.  xiii.  4. 

Laodiceans,  their  letter  to  Caius  RubiliQS,  in  favour  ot 
the  Jews,  Antiq.  xiv.  x.  20. 

Laslhenes.  a  Crelian.  Antiq.  xiii.  Jr.  3.  9. 

Laws  given  the  Israelites  by  Moses  upon  Mount  Siuai. 
Antiq.  iii.  &c-. ;  and  ir.  viii.  2.  &c  ;  to  be  read  on  the 
feast  of  tabernacles  iv.  viii.  12;  to  he  learned  by  chil- 
dren before  all  things,  ib. ;  to  be  written  in  the  mind 
and  memor\,  ib.;  forbid  the  ponisbment  of  childrep 
for  their  parents'  crimes,  ix.  ix.  1;  for  a  rebellious  sod 
to  be  stoned,  xvi.  xi.  2;  martial  laws,  Against  Apion, 
iL  sect.  29;  the  tables  of  the  law,  or  ten  commandments, 
Antiq.  iii.  v.  4;  law  of  Moses  translated  into  Greek 
under  Ptolemy  Philadelphus,  Antiq.  Pref-  sect  3;  and 
xiL  ii.  2,  &c  ;  law  made  by  Uerod  to  sell  thieves  to 
foreigners,  xvi.  L  1;  law  carried  in  triumph  at  Rome, 
War,  viL  v.  5. 

Laws  among  the  Persians  left  to  the  interpretation  of 
seven  persons,  Antiq.  xi.  vi.  1. 

Lentulus'  decree  io  favour  of  the  Jews,  Antiq.  xiv.  x. 
13. 

Lepidus,  killed  by  Caiu^  Antiq.  xix.  L  6. 

I-epidus  (Larcius),  War,  vi.  iv.  3. 

Leprous  persons  obtain  places  of  honour  among  several 
nations  Aniiq.  iii.  xi.  4;  are  to  live  out  of  cities,  by 
the  Samaritan  and  Jewish  laws,  ix.  iv.  5;  they  resolve 
in  a  famine  to  go  over  to  the  enemy,  ib. 

letters  ol  the  Alphabet,  whether  brought  into  Greece  by 
Cadmus  and  the  Phcenicians,  Against  Apion,  i.  sect 

letters  of  Solomon,  and  Hiram  and  the  Tynans.  Antiq. 
viiL  iL  6,  7;  of  Xerxes  king  of  the  Persians  to  Ezra, 
xL  V.  I ;  of  Artaxerxes  to  the  govemors  near  J  udf.i.  c. 
vL  sect.  12;  of  Aotiochus  the  Great  to  Plolemy  Epi- 
phanes,  xiL  iii.  ■^:  of  the  Safranlans  lo  Antinchus 
Thoos.  c  V.  sect  5i  of  Alexander  B^Ias  to  Jonatbaa, 
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XiiL  iL  2j  of  Onits  to  PtoVmy  and  Cleopatra,  c.  iiu 
BccL  ii  of  riolemy  and  Cleopatra  to  Onias,  t«t.  2.  of 
l>emetriU3  to  Jonatlian  and  the  Jews,  c.  iv.  ftecU  9:  of 
Julius  Csesar  to  the  Human  mairistrales  xiv.  x.  2,  &c,  ; 
%jjA  Ut  the  Sidonians,  ib.;  ol"  Wart  Aatooy  to  tbe  Ty- 
rians,  c.  xii.  sect.  4,  6. 

LcTites  exempted  Irom  military  functions,  Antiq.  iii. 
xiu  4. 

Invite's  connibine  ahused  by  the  inhabitants  of  Gibeab, 
Amiq    v.  xi.  H. 

Cevitical  trii-e  consecrated  by  Moses,  Antiq.  iiL  xi.  1; 
their  allowance,  iv.  iv.  U,  &c.;  bow  many  cities  be- 
longed lo  them,  ib. 

|.iheriii9  Alaxiiiius,  governor  of  Judea,  War,  vi,  vi.  6. 

t.iberty  graoted  tbe  Jews  by  Ueiuetiius,  Antiq.  xiiL  iL 
3. 

Libyns,  Antiq.  i.  vi.  2. 

Loi'Ein>]%  a  tribune.  War,  it.  xix.  7. 

l-oniimus'  bravery,  Uar,  v.  vii,  3. 

I^n^iis  a  vinlent  Roman,  kills  himself^  War,  vL  iiL  2. 

Loi.  AiitKi-  i.  VI.  5;  c.  is, 

i.oVn  wife,  Amiq.  i.  \t.  4. 

Liicilius  llasniis  lakes  IMacheniSf  W*r,  viL  vL  1 — 6, 

l.iicullus  Antiq.  xiiL  xv.  4. 

I.upiiH,  mivernur  of  Alexandria,  War,  viL  x.  2.      ^ 

Lviftis,  J  iiiius,  a  conspirator,  is  put  to  death,  Antiq.  xix. 
ii.  4,  S.  I 

I  yniririis.  Aifainst  Apion,  iL  sect.  3L 

l.ifMa  luiriit.  WiiT.  IL  Xix.  1- 

l.y.iatiias  ""O  or  Ptolemy,  is  p\it  to  death,  Antiq.  xv.  iv. 
1;    U  ar.  i.  xiiu  !. 

I,y?vii(S,  commanded  of  Antiochus'  i^nDy,  Antiq.  xiL  viL 
•2,  &C. 

Lys  m.ictuis  obtains  the  government  of  the  Hellespont, 
alter  the  dciilb  of  Alexander,  Antiq.  xiL  L 

Maarah,  Rehnhoam's  wife,  Antiq.  viiL  x.  1. 
RlaacahalL,  son  of  Nahur,  by  liis  concubine  Reuma,  An- 
tiq. L  vL  o 
Maaseiah,  son  of  Ahas.  slain  in  battle,  Antiq.  ix.  xu.  L 
Rlaa"««"iah.  eovernor  of  the  cily,  Antiq.  x.  iv.  1. 
Maccabees,  their  history,  Anliq.  xii.  vL  1,  &c. 
M.n  edouians,  governed  by  a  Jlotnan  procoosul.  War,  iL 

xvi.  -1. 
Waclieras  Antiq.  liv.  xv.  7,  10;  War,  u  XTi,  6,  7j    c. 

ivij.  sect.  1,  &LC.  ■— 

Warhcnis  surrenders  to  Bassus,  in  order  to  set  Eleasar 

at  liberty.  War.  vIL  vL  4. 
MMcbinrs,  or  enbonr-s  ol   the   Romans,  War,  v.  vL   2;    for 

c^iBting  stunes,  of  how  great  force,  \\'ar,  iiL  viL  23. 
Mtn  liir,  Antiq.  vii.  v.  5. 
^!nf1ai    or  Mede«,  Amiq.  i.  vL  I. 

Madianiiea.  or  Midianlte^  brinij  Israel  into  subjection, 
Antiq.  v.  vi,  1 ;  Moses  makes  war  npoD  them  and  beats 
them,  iv.  viL  1;  their  women  seduce  the  Israelites,  c. 
viL  8«*ct,  6. 
Macician,  War,  iL  xiiL  A. 
1H:»t:Me.  Anlit).  I  vL  I. 
Muhalaleel,  Antiq  i.  ii  2. 
MMhl'-n.  son  of  Ehnielech,  Antiq.  v.  ix.  I, 
Malaleel,  Anliq.  i.  iiL  4. 
M;ilrliishua,  son  of  Saul,  Antiq,  vi.  xiv.  7. 
MalcUus,  or  Mahchus.  kinpof  the  Arabians,  Anliq.  xiiL 

V.  1;    xiv.  XIV.  1,  See;  War.  L  xiv.  I. 
Mdlichus.  a  Jewish  commander,  Antiq.  xiv.  v.  2;  War, 
:.  viii.  3:  c.  xi   sect.  -J.  &(.■-;  he  poisons  Antipater,  An- 
tiq. XIV.  xi.  4;  he  is  a  great  dissembler,  sect.  4,5;  he  is 
killed  bs  a  device  of  Herod,  sect.  6. 
Watlhacc,  Archelaus'  mother,  dies,  Antiq.  xvii  X.  1  ;  she 
was  a  Samaritan,  and  Herod's  wife.  War,  L  xxviiL  4. 
Mambres,  or  Manire,  Antiq.  i.  x.  2, 
Munaem,  or  Manabero,  Antiq.  ix,  xi.  1. 
Manahem,  an  Essen.  Antiq.  xv    x.  5. 
Maii;ih»-m,  son  of  Judas  the  Galilran,  life,  sect  5;  War, 

li.  xvii.  8,&c. 
Mnnasses.  kinp  of  Jndah,  Antiq.  X.  iii.  4,  &c.;  he  is  car- 
ried into  captivity,  sect.  2,-  he  is  sent  back  to  his  k.iDg- 
dom,  and  dies,  ib 
Manasses,  brother  of  Jadus.  marries  the  daughter  of  San- 
ballet.  Antiq.  xi.  vii.  2,  &c. ;    he  is  made  high-priest 
amonR  the  Samaritans,  xii.  iv.  1, 
Manlius  (Kucius),  son  of  Lucius,  Antiq.  xiii.  ix.  2. 
Manna  rained  from  beaven,  Antiq.  iii.  i.  fi;  the  signifi- 
calu'n  of  the  wotH,  ib. ;  a  sort  of  manna  fell  in  Arabia 
in  the  days  of  Jo-ephiis.  ih. 
ManneuB,  son  of  1  azarus.  War,  v.  xiiL  7. 
M^noarh,  Antiq    v.  vlii.  2. 

Wansla«  pbter,  suspected,  bow  purged  among  the  Jews, 
Antiq.  iv  viii.  16. 


Marcellus,  Antiq.  xviiL  iv.  2. 

Marcus,  or  Murrus,  president  of  Syria,  after  SeitusCas- 

sar,  Antiq    xiv.  xi.  1,  &r. ;   War.  i.  X.  10,  8ec. 

Maria,  a  noble  woman,  eats  ber  own  child.  War,  Ti.  lit 
4. 

Mariamne,  Airrippa  s«nior*9  daughter  by  Cypros,  Antiq. 
xviiL  v.  4;   War,  iL  xi.  9. 

Mariamne,  or  '\liriam.  Mosea'  sister,  dies,  Antiq.  iv.  iv.  6. 

Mariamne,  is  married  to  Herod,  War,  L  xii.  3;  she  grows 
angry  with  Herod,  Anliq.  xr.  viii.  1,  Sic:  Mar.  L 
xxii  2;  her  temper,  Anliq.  xv.  til  4;  she  is  put  ti 
death,  sect  4,  6;  her  eulogtum,  sect  G;  her  floiu  itran 
pled.  War,  i.  xxvii.  0. 

Mariamne,  daughter  of  Josephus  and  Olympias,  Antiq. 
XV  iiL  V.  4. 

Mariamne,  daughter  of  Simon  the  high-priest.  War,  I. 
xxviiL  4. 

Mariamne,  daut;hter  of  Agrippa  senior,  mamed  to  Ar- 
chelaus Antiq.  XX.  vii.  1;  divorced.  Uar,  iLvii.  4; 
afterwards  married  to  Demetrius,  Antiq.  xx.  viL  3. 

Marion,  tyrant  of  the  Tynans,  Antiq.  xiv.  xii.  1. 

Marriage  of  free  men  with  slaves  unlawful  among  the 
Jews,  Antiq.  iv.  viiL  2-i. 

Marriage  contracts,  altered  by  Herod  at  Antipater's  de- 
sire,  Anliq    xvii.  L  2. 

Marsus.  president  of  Syria,  Antiq.  xix.  Ti,4;  c  vii.  sect 
2;  and  c.  viiL  sect  I. 

Marsva?,  freedman  of  Agrippa,  Antiq.  xviiL  vL  3,  7,  10; 

Marullus.  master  of  the  hor*e,  Antiq.  xviiL  vL  10. 

MnrKeQUs,  king  of  the  Tjrians,  Against  Apion,  i.  sect 
18. 

Mattathia-f.  great  grandson  of  Asamoneas.  the  father  of 
tlie  Maccabees,  Antiq.  Xii.  vL  1 ;  refuses  to  otfer  sacri- 
fice to  an  idol.  sect.  2;  persuades  the  Jews  to  fight  on 
the  Sabbath  day.  ih. ;  exhorts  his  ton*  to  defend  tbe 
law.  sect.  3;  he  dies,  sect  4. 

Mattatliias.  son  of  Absalom,  Antiq.  xiiL  t.  7. 

Matthias  made  high-pnest,  Anliq.  xix-  vu  4. 

Matthias  Curtus,  one  of  Jusephus'ii  ancestors,  Life,  sect. 

Matthias,  son  of  Margalothus  or  Margalus,  Antiq.  xvii 
vL  2;  U'ar,  L  xxxiii.  2;  he  and  bis  {Tartnersare  burn* 
alive,  Antiq.  xvii.  vL  4. 

Matthia.-*,  sun  of  Tbeoi'liiins,  made  high-priest,  Antiq 
xviL  iv.  2;  and  XX.  ix.  7;   he  is  ileprived,  xvii   vL  4. 

Matthias.  JosephusV  father,  l.ifc,  sect    1. 

.Matthias,  son  of  Buethiiis.  calls  in  Simon  to  his  assis- 
tance, and  is  afterwards  put  to  death  by  him.  War,  v 
xiiL  L 

Mathusala,  Antiq.  L  iii.  4, 

Maximus  (I.iberius).  governor  of  Judea,  War,  vii.  vL  6, 

Maxiraus  (Trthellin*).  Antiq.  xix.  ii.  3. 

Meal,  the  purest  used  in  tlie  Jewish  oblations,  Anliq.  iiu 
is.  4, 

Meeassarus,  War,  v.  xL  .5. 

Meirus,  son  of  Belgas,  War,  vL  v,  L 

Mela,  an  ambass^idor  of  Archelaus.  Antiq.  xvi.  x.  6. 

Melchisedec,  entertains  Abram,  Antiq.  i.  x.  2, 

Memucan,  one  of  the  sevei^priiices  of  I'ersia,  Antiq.  xi. 
vi.  1. 

Meoedemus.  the  philosopher,  Antiq.  xiL  iL  12. 

Menelaus,  or  Oniaa,  Anliq.  xii.  vi.  I. 

Menes,  or  Mineus,  built  Memphis.  Antiq.  viiL  vi,  2. 

Men^s  lives  had  been  happy,  if  Adim  had  not  sinned,  An- 
tiq.  i.  i.  4. 

Mephiboshelh,  son  of  Jonathan,  is  highly  favoured  hy 
David,  Antiiq.  viL  v.  5;  c.  xi.  sect  3. 

Mephramuthosis,  king  of  Egypt  Against  Apion,  L  sect. 
!.■>. 

Mephres,  king  of  Egypt  Against  Apiim,  L  sect.  15. 

Meraioth,  son  of  Joatham,  Antiq.  viii.  i.  3. 

Merbalus.  king  of  the  Tyrians,  Against  Apion,  L  sect.  21 

Mesa,  or  Mash,  Antiq.  i.  vi.  4. 

Mesha.  king  of  Moah,  Antiq.  ix.  I'ii.  I. 

Meshech,  or  Mosoch,  Antiq.  i.  vi.  I. 

Meshech,  one  of  the  three  boly  children,  Antiq.  x.  X.  I. 

Messalus,  Antiq.  xiv.  xiv,  4. 

Messalina,  wife  of  Claudius,  Antiq.  xi.  viii.  1 ;  War,  ii 
xii.  8. 

Mestraei,  or  Milzraim,  Egyptians.  Antiq.  L  vL  2. 

Meliliufi,  a  Roman  commander.  War.  ii.  xvii.  10. 

Micah  the  prophet,  quoted  in  Jeremiah.  Anliq.  x.  vi  J. 

Micaiah,  the  prophet,  Antiq.  viiL  xiv.  5;  be  is  pnt  ia 
prison,  ib. 

Mice  t^poil  the  country  of  Asbdod,  Antiq.  vi.  i  Ij  fin 
golden  mice,  spct.  2. 

Mica,  son  of  Mepliihosheth,  Antiq.  viiL  v.  5. 

Michal,  Saul's  danchler,  married  to  I>avid,  Antiq.  tl  X. 
3j   she  save*  David's  life,  r.  xi    sect  4. 
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MidianiU*.    See  Madi&cit«4. 

Milcah,  wife  of  Nahor,  Antiq.  1.  Ti.  5. 

Milk  n  ith  Che  firstlings  of  the  floct^  offered  by  Abel, 

Aotiq.  i.  IL  1. 
MluncianOB  (Auniae),  Antiq.  zix.  i.  3,  8,  tc 
MiuucianuB  (Marcios),  Antiq.  xix.  iv.  3. 
Miracles,  a  foundation  of  credibility.  Antiq.  x.  ii  1. 
Mirael,  one  of  the  thr^e  holy  children,  Antiq.  x.  x.  1. 
Mithndat^S  Antiq.  xi.  i.  3. 
Mithhdates.  tine  of  PerpiniDS,  Aotiq.  xit.tiu.  1;  bnog? 

lUocOQrs  to  Cffisar  io  t.grypi,  ib. ;  War.  i.  ix.  3. 
Mittiriiates  Sinax,  king  of  Parthia,  Anliq.  xiii.  xU.  3. 
MiiHridatfS,  king  of  Pontus,  dirs,  Antiq.  xiv   iii.  4. 
IMiiitridates.  a  Panhian,  marries  ting  Artabanus'daagh- 
trr,  Arliq.  xriii.  \x.  6;  he  is  takrn  pnioner  by  Anilens, 
ilj.;  and  set  at  liberty,  ib.;  liis  expedition  against  the 
Jew-t,  sect  7 ;  he  routs  Anileus,  ib. 
Miizraim.  Anliq.  u  »i.  2- 
Mud^ua.  iEquirulns,  Life,  arct.  11.  24,  3S, 
Moaubazus,  king  of  Adiabenc,  Antiq.  XX.  ii.  1;  War,  ii. 

attt.  S;  bis  dratb,  Antiq.  xx.  ii.  3. 
Moin  eclipsed,  Antiq.  xvn.  vi.  4. 

Moses,  bis  character,  Antiq    Pre£  sect.  4:  his  birth  fore- 
tjl  I,  it  ix.  2,  3:    bow   bom,  and  saved  alive,  sect  4  ; 
why  called   Itf oii««,  or  jWowt,  sect.  i*. ;   Aeainst  Apion, 
i,  secL  31;    adopted   by   Ihermuliiis.   Aotiq    ii.  ix   ?; 
tiroagbt  op  to  succeed  her  father,  ib. ;   Iramplrs  the 
crown  under  his  feet,  ib.;  be  is  made  lEfenerjl  of  rhe 
Tcyptian  aniiy,  and  beats  the  Ethiopians,  c  x.  sect  I, 
&i%;  be  mam'esTharbis,  theliiiigol  K.thiopia's  dangh- 
t*r.  »ect  2;  he  flies  out  of  Egypt,  c  xi.  »«i.  1;  he  a»- 
sisis  Raguel's  daoehters against  the  shepherds,  sect.  2; 
sees  the  hurniog  bnsh  at  Sinai,  c.  xii.  sect  1:  h  ap- 
pointed to  be  the  deliverer  of  the  Israelites,  sect,  3:  he 
d>»ei  miracles,  and  bears  the  most  sacred  name  of  God, 
cert.  3,  -4 ;  he  returns  to  Ecjpt.  c,  xiii.  sect.  I ;  he  works 
mirarles  before  Pharaoh,  sect.  2,  fitc;  he  leads  the  Is- 
raelttes  out  of  Egypt,  c.  XT.  sn-t.  1;  ht.w  many  were 
their  numbers  ib. ;   how  old  he  was  at  that  tmir,  s^ct. 
2;  bis  prayer  to  God,  c.  xvi.  sect.  1;   he  leads  the   Is- 
raelites throueb  the  tted  Sea.  sect.  2;    he  makes  ihe 
bitter  water  sweet,  iii.  i.  2:   he  pn»cures  the  Israelites 
qtiails  and  manna,  sect  5^  6;  c  siii. ;  be  brines  waiter 
oat  of  the  rock.  c.  L  secL  7;  he  beats  the  Amalekiteji, 
c  iii.  sect-  4;  he  bring'  to  ihe  people  the  tables  of  the 
coTenant,  c  t.  sect.  »:  he  sUys  forty  days  ui  on  Mount 
Sinai,  ib. ;    his  so  long  stay  canoes  ereat  doobts  and 
uneasiness  among  the  people,  seel.  7 ;   he  con'eis  the 
priesthood  on  Aaron,  c.  i-iii  sett.  I ;  offers  sicrifices  at 
the  labemacle,  sect.  6.   10;    receives  laws  and   com- 
mands at  the  tabernacle,  sect.  10;  consecrates  to  God 
the  tribe  of  Levi,  c.  xi.  sett.  I,  &c. ;  numbers  the  peo- 
ple, c-  xii.  sect  4;  gives  orders  for  their  marching,  ib. 
BtCi  lends  spies  lo  search  the  land  of  Canaan,  c,  xiv. 
St-cL  I,  &c.;  quells  the  taction  of  Corah,  it.  li.  3,  4tc. ; 
bit  justice,  c  iii.  sect.  1 ;  bis  prayer  to  God,  sect.  2;  he 
cleanses  the  people,  c.  it.  sect.  r>;    he  destroys  ^ihnn 
and  Og.  c  v.  sect,  3;   he  defeats  the  kinjs  ot   Midian, 
t   viL  sect.  1;  he  appoints  Joshna  to  be  his  successor, 
sect  2;  bis  pred  ctions  before  his  death,  c.  Tiii.  s^-ct.  2; 
bii  song  in  hexameter  Terse,  sect  44,  a  recapitnUlion 
of  his  laws,  c  vii. ;  he  binds  ihe  Israelites  by  an  oath 
to  observe  them,  sect  45;  he  blesses  Joshua,  and  ex- 
;  <jrt9  him  to  lead   the  Israelites  courageously  into  the 
land  of  Canaan,  sect  47;  he  is  surrounded  with  a  cloud 
and  disappears,  sect  48:  his  death  ereatly  lamented 
bv  th-  people  for  thirty  days,  vet  49;  he  Is  scandal- 
ized, as  afflicted  with  the  leprosy,  iii.  xi.  4:  his  grral 
authority,  c.  xv.  sect  3;   his  books  laid  up  in  the  Irm- 
ple    X.  IV.  2;    wliatlhey  contain,  Against  Apion,  i.  sect 
8- 'called   by    Maoetho,   O^arsiph,  priest  of  i  tsiris  of 
|leliopoli5.sect  2o;  allowed  by  the   Eevptiaos  lo  be  a 
divine  man,  sect  31;  the  ases  in  which  he  lived,  li. 
»ect  lo;  his  virliie  and   erest  ac  ions.  sect.  13,  16;  hi9 
ttisti'rtty  honoured  hy  David,  Anliq.  Tii,  xT.  7. 
Mu^ocb,  or  Mesech.  Antiq.  i.  ▼•.  I. 
Mu'ianos,  president  of  Syris,  Antiq.  xi'.  in.  1;  War,  it. 

i.  -5;  c.  ix.  sect.  2;  c.  X,  sect  6,  7;  and  c  xi  sect  I. 
Mole,'  the  king's  mule,  Antiq   Tii.  xiv.  5, 
Mundus  (Decius),  ravishea  Paulina,  the  wife  of  Satur- 

riiioc,  Antiq.  xvi  i.  iii.  •&. 
MurcQ*.     See  Marcus.  »,     ,  _, 

Hus  cal  instniments  of  ihe  .lews,  the  Cynara  >aola,and 

C'ymbalum.  described.  Antiq.  vii.  xii.  3. 
M\s'!an  war.  \V:\r,  vii.  IT.  3. 
SljUonus,kjngofT>re,  Against  Apion.  i.  sect  21. 

Sanmah,  an  AmmooitMt,  the  motbirt  «f  lUbobo&m*  Ao- 
tia  viiLviii   l- 
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ya&mah,  danghter  of  Lamech,  Antiq.  1.  il.  Z 

Naaab,  or  Naha^b,  king  of  the  Ammonites,  ABtlq.  tS. 

Ti.  1 ;  hia  war  against  the  Israelites,  tI.  t.  1. 
Nabal.  a  fooliab  maiu  Antiq.  vi.  xiii.  6. 
Naboandelus,  or  ^'abonadius.  or  Baltaaar,  king  of  Bft- 

bylon,  Antiq.  X.  xi.  2;  Against  Apion.  1.  sect.  20. 
N'abolassar.  or  N'abopoll&ssar,  king  of  Babylon,  Against 

Apion,  i.  f^iCl.  19. 
Nauuti>,  Aniiq.  Tiiu  xii)-  8l 

Nebuchodonosor,  or  Nebuehadnexsar,  king  of  Baby!«iL  ' 
Against  Apion,  i.  sect  19:  he  conquers  a  great  part  w 
Syria,  Anttq.  x.  ri.  1 ;  be  lays  a  tax  upon  the  Jews,  ib.; 
he  takes  and  sacks  Jerusalem,  c.  Ti.  sect  3;  and  c.  viii. 
vecLl.&c. ;  his  famous  dream  or  Tisiun.  c.  I(^  sect  3^ 
&cr. :  his  golden  imaee,  sect  3:  he  lives  among  the 
beasts  of  the  6eM,  sect  6;  he  dies.  c.  xi.  sect.  1. 
Nabuzardan,  or  ^iebuzurdan,  plunders  and  bums  the 
temple,  Antiq.  x.  Ttii.  5;  brs  other  memorable  actiona, 
c.  ix.  sect  I. 
Nacebus,  captain  of  the  Arahiaas,  Antiq.  XTi.  ix.  3;  c 

X  ^ect  a 
Nachor,  or  Nahor,  Antiq.  i.  Ti  3. 
N'a'lab.  son  of  Aaroo,  Antiq.  iii.  viji.  1,7. 
Nadab,  king  of  Israel,  after  Jeroboam,  Antiq.  Tiii.  xi.  4« 
Nahum  tbe  prophet.  Aotiq.  ix.  xi.  3;  bis  prophecy  coih* 

cerning  Nineveh, ib. 
Naomi,  Klinielecli's  wife,  Antiq.  t.  ix.  I. 
Nathan,  David's  son,  Anliq,  vii   iii.  3. 
Nathan,  the  prophet,  Antiq.  rii.  it.  4;  c.  Ttt.  sect.  3i  & 

xiv.  sect  4. 
Nations  dispersed,  Antiq.  i.  r.  ) ;  called  hy  new  namea 

by  Ihe  Greeks,  ih. 
Naxarites,  Antiq.  jt.  it.  4;  and  xix.  ti.  I. 
Neapolitans,  Life,  sect  24;  tVar.  ii.  xvi.  2. 
Necliao,  or  Necho,  king  of  Egypt,  Antiq.  x.  tL  1;  he  b 

conquered  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  ih. 
Nehemiuh,  Anliq.  xi.  t.  6;    his  love  to  his   countrr,  ih.  j 
he  exhorts  the  people  to  rebuild  ihc  walls  of  Jerusaiem, 
sect  7;   his  deatti  and  euloi^ium.  sect.  8. 
Nehushta,  m»iber  of  Jehoiachin.  Antiq.  X.  tL  3, 
Net'lian.  or   Kthanan.  Antiq.  Tti.  xii.  2. 
Nergal-aliar^Ter,  Antiq.  x.  viji.  2. 
Nenah,   higli-priesl,  Aotiq.  X.  viii,  €l 
Nerielissor,  kine  «>l  Babylon.  Aeainst  Apion,  i.  lect  Mt 
Nero  made  emperur.  Antiq.  xx.  vtii.  2:    tVar.  ii.  xii  9| 
a  most  cruel   tyrant,   Antiq.   xs.  Tiii.  2;    his  Tial^Bl 
de.«lh.  \^  ar,  iv.  ix.  2. 
Netir,  a  Galilean.  War,  iii.  Tii.  JI. 

Nicanor.  Antiq.  xii.  ii  II ;  c.  v.  sect.  .5;  War.  ilL  Tiii.  % 
&r. :  sent  b>  Demetrius,  aeainst  Judas.  Antiq.  xii.  X| 
4;  defeated  and  kiHrd.  sect.  5. 
Nic.inor,  a  friend  of  Titus,  wounded  with  an  arrow.  War, 

T.  Ti.  2. 
Nicaso,  married  to  Manasses.  Antiq.  xi.  Tit.  2, 
Nicaiise.  or  Nitocris,  queen  of  Kgypi,  Ao'iq.  viiL  tL  2. 
Niceteria,  or  festiTal  fur  the  victory  orer  Nicanor,  Aotiq. 

xii.  X.  h* 
Nico  (the  conqueror),  the  name  of  the  principal  Roman 

baltenng-ram.  War.  t.  vii.  2. 
Nir<(lans  ol  Damascus  'he  JewV  adTorate,  Antiq  xii. 
iii.  2;  and  xvi.  ii.  2;  he  is  sent  to  HeTi)d  by  Augusins 
c.  ix.  sect  4.  his  speech  before  Ao^u^tns  in  lavour  of 
Aichel  -us.  xvii.  ix.  fi:  c.  xi.  sect  3;  "  ar.  ii.  ii.  ti;  he 
exaecerates  Aniip8ter*s  crim«-i,  xvii.  t.  4;  War,  i. 
xxxii.  4;  his  brother  Plol»-iny.  ii.  li.  3. 
Nicer  of  Perea   War.  ii.  xix.  i;    c  xx.  sect  4:  and  iii. 

ii.  I ;  and  iv.  vi.  o;  his  wunderful  escape,  iii.  ii.  3. 
Niglissar.  Aniiq.  t.  xi.  2. 
Nimrod.  or  >ebrode-.  Antiq.  i.  iv.  2.  &c. 
Nisroi'h,  or  Araske.  a  lemi'le  at  Nineveh.  Ant'q.  X.  i.  S. 
N&e,  or  Noah.  Antiq     i.  i'.i.  I;    be    is   "avrd    in   ihe  ark, 
sect  2;   invocates  God   after  Ihe  deluge,  seel.  7;  G"d 
answers  his  pra\er,  s»-ct.  8;  laws  eiven  lo  him.  ih, ;  he 
is  overtaken  with  wine.  c.  vi.  sect  3;  bis  i;enealogy, 
C  iii.  sect  2;  his  death,  sect  9. 
Nomiin.  of  Hdiopolis,  1*  furlong?  from  Memphis,  Ww, 

vii.  X.  & 
Norhiinus  Flaccns'i  letter  to  the  Sardinians,  in  behalf  of 

the  Jews.  Antiq.  xvi.  vi.  fi. 
Norhanus  (another  person)  stain,  Anliq.  xix.  i.  15. 
Nuraenius,  son  of  Aolioclius.  Antiq-  xii,  v.  S. 

Oaths  prevail  with  Saul  above  natural  alTect ion,  Antiq. 

vu  v.  4, 
(iba-iiati.  a  protector  of  the  true  prophets,  Antiq.  viiu 

xiii-  4.  &c. 
Ob<-dir-ooe  to  be  learned  before  men   nndcrtilc  gOTen^ 

nient  Antiq  iv   t.u.  3. 
(Vboda^  king  of  tba  ArabisJUt  Actic  viil  xiii.  A. 
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^ctaTt<s  daughter  of  Claudlni,  War»  ii.  xiL  6. 
'^deas,  hiKh-priest.  *ntiq.  x.  %iii.  3. 
'  Oded  (be  pr'tphet,  Aniiq.  ix.  xii.  i. 
'  Og.  kinp  of  liaslnin,  Aniiq.  it.  v.  .J;  his  iron  bed,  ib. 
Oil   used  id  the  .Irwis»i   oblations,  Antiq.  iil.  iz.  4;  oil 

con<itimed  hy  the  seditious.  War,  ii.   xiii.  6;  oil  prt- 

paied  hy  foreigners  not  used  by  ibe  Jew*,  ^niiq.  xii. 

iii.  I ;  War,  ii.  xxi.  a. 
Olympian,  Herod's  daughter  by  Malthace,  a  Samaritan, 

Antiq.  xvii.  i. ;).  she  is  married  to  Joseph,  the  sun  of 

Herod's  brother,  War,  i.  xxviii.  I. 
Olympius  Jupiter's  image,  Antiq.  xix.  i.  I.  2. 
Olympus  sent  to  Rome,  Aoliq.  xvi.   x.  7,  9;    War,  L 

xxvii.  I. 
Omri,  Ling  onsrael,  Antiq.  viii.  xii.  6. 
On,  tbesonof  Peleth,  Antiq.  iv.  ii.  I. 
Omas,  son  ol  Juddus,  succeeds  in  the  high-priesthood, 

Antiq.  xi.  viii  7. 
Onias,  th»-  son  of  Simon,  mode  high-priestt  Antiq.  xii. 

iv.  1;  ciiisfs  (treat  trouhlfs.  st-ct.  II. 
Onias.  brolhrr  of  Jesus  or  Jason,  made  high-priest.  An. 

tiq.  xii  IV.  I.  ... 

Oiiiasaiid  Doaithens,  two  Jewish  captains,  saved  EgrypI 

from  ruin.  Ajjainst  Apion,  li.  s-rt.  .">. 
OniaN  !»<'n  of  (tnias.  fliv*  into  ERypt,  and  there  desires 

to  build  a  Jewish  tempK  Aniiq.  xiii.  iii.  1,  3;   War,  i. 

i.  I;  and  vii.  X.-i;  his  letter  to  Ptolemy  and  Cleopa- 

t)"a,'Antiq.  xii'.  ui.  1;  their  answer,  necU  1*;  he  buihis 

Ihe'trmple,  ttniau,  sect.3;  that  temple  is  shut  up,  War, 

▼ii.  X-  4.  ,      ■       1.     , 

Onia:"    a  jnst  man,  procures  rain   in   a  famine  by  his 

prayers,  Aniiq.  xiv.  li.  1 ;  he  is  stoned  to  death,  ih. 
Opheliiis,  Antiq.  iiv.  xiii.  A;  War,  i.  xiii.  5. 
Ophir.  Antiq.  i.  vi.  4. 

Opolialsaniuin,  Antiq.  viii.  vi.  fi;  and  xiv.  iv.  I. 
Oracles  ot   the  propliers,  concerninff  the  destruction  of 

Jerusalem,  War,  iv.  vi.  ;i;  c.  X.  sect.?:  and  vi,  ii.  1; 

concerning  a  grral  prince  to  arise  in  Judea,  c.  t.  sect 

4. 
Oreh,  a  kin?  of  Madtan,  Antiq.  v,  vi.  &. 

Orod'es,  Aniiq.  xvi.i    li.  4.  

Oroniift.  or  Ariianali,  the  Jebu^ite,  Antiq.  vii.  iii.  3;  his 

thrashinc  fl'>«r,  c.  xiii.  seel.  4;  wher»-  Isaac  was  to  b« 

oITered.  and  the  temple  was  afterwards  built,  ih. 
Ori.ah,  Antiq.  v.  ix.  I. 

Ori:s,  kineol  Ug^p',  AeainsI  Apion,  i.  sect   t.i 
Osarsiph   (lor   M«.srs),  a  priest  at   Heliopo'is,   Against 

Apl.M,  ..  ^ect. -28,  31. 
Olho  made  emperoT,  War,  iv.  ix.Sj  he  kills  himself,  sect. 

Oxen,  brazen,  the  Jews  forbidden  to  make  them,  Antiq. 
vtii.  vii.  6. 

racorua.  kinz  of  Media.  Antiq,  xx.  iii.  4;    redeems  his 

wife  and  roncuhinfs  from  the  Alans.  W  ar,  vii.  vii.  4. 
Paf.-Tus,  thi-  kin:  of  I'arthia's  son,  pets  possessinn  of 

Svria    Antiq.  xiv.  xiii.  3.  lays  a  plot  to  catch   Hyrc.i- 

pns  and  rha-^aflus.  sec  .  5;   marches  aqaio'-t  the  Jews, 

Wa<-.  i.  xiii    I ;  he  i;*  admi'ted  into  Jerusalem,  sect.  3 ; 

is  Klain  in  bnttl*",  Antiq.  xiv.  xv.  7. 
Pjeliis  (Csesrnnius).  prt-ident  of  Nyria,  War,  vii.  vii.  1 ; 

hi*  exprdition  into  CommaL-enn.  ih. 
Paceants  or  I'etfmala.  at  Titus'  triumph.  War,  Tii.  r.  3. 
Palace  i*t  lUm'-,  Antiq.  xix.  iii.  2. 

Pallas,  Herod's  wifr,  Antiq.  xvii.  i.  3;  War.  i.  xxviii.  4. 
PaHas,  F<rlix's  hroiht-r,  Antiq.  XX.  viiL  9;  War.  ii.  xii.  H. 
Palm  irers  at  Jericho,  very  famous,  Antiq.  ix.  i.  'i;  and 

Kiv.  t».  1. 
Piiunvchis.  tlie  co".cubii!e  of  Archelaus,  War.  i,  xxv.  6. 
PapiriiMS,  Antic;,  xix.  i.  vi.  4. 
Pappus  is  sent  into  Samaria,  by  Antigonus,  Antiq.  xiv. 

XV.  1-2;  W  ai,  i.  xvii.  .b. 
Paratlifte  d*'sci-ih«'il,  Antiq.  i.  i.  3:  a  pensile  paradise,  or 

earden  i»t    Babylin,  Atainst  Apion,  i.  sect.  19. 
Parfn's'  e""d  derds  are  advantajenos  to  their  children, 

Antiq.   viii.  'X.  'i;  hnw  to  be  honoured  by  the  law  ot 

Movs.  ApainM   4pioo,  sect, -27. 
PaflhiJTi*  pnsve'ts  tlif mst-lvrs  ot  Syria,  and  end*^voni  to 

•elite  Anhffonus  in  Judea,   War.  i.  xiii.  I.  &r. ;  their 

expediliiiM  into  Jud<-a,  Antiq.  xiv.  xiii-   3;    they  he. 

■iet;ed  Jerusalem,  iti. .  lh-v  take  the  city  and   leniplH. 

sect.  4;  their  pertidiousness,  sect.  4,  ti;    \*  ar,  i    x  it.  3, 

trr. 
i'a.-sover,  a  Jewirsb  festival,  Antiq.  ii.  xiv.  fi;  and  iii.  x, 

1;    and   xiv.  ii.   I;    and   xiv.  ix.  3;    the  manner  of  its 

celebration,  W:ir.  vi.  ix.  3;  called   the   ff-a^t   of  iinlea- 

T»n' J  h  f.iil.  A    iiq.  X'v.  ii.  I  ,    and  xvii    t'^.^;   W  :ir,  v. 

iii,  I E  on  I  he  1(011 'i-t-n  Hi  diiy  of  Ni-iin,  Antiq    Xi.  4.  N; 

Wj^  T.  ui  1 1  very  numerous  sacritica*  *'    *  (^irerMlf 


and  vast  numbers  eome  tip  to  it,  Antiq.  xrii.  iz.  3| 
War,  ii.  i.  2;  from  the  ninth  hour  to  the  eleventh,  aud 
not  less  than  ten  to  one  paschal  lamh,  vi,  ix.  3;  num- 
ber of  paschal  lambs  in  the  days  of  Cestius,  2o0,  U^ 
ib. 
Paulina  rartsbed  hy  Mundus,  Antiq.  xviii,  iii.  4. 
Paulinos,  a  tribune,  \\  ar,  iii.  vi;i.  I. 

Paulinos  surccfds  Lupus  as  "governor  of  Alexandria.  War, 
vii.  X.  6;  he  plunders  and  shuts  up  the  temple  Onion, 
ib. 
Pausaniaa.  son  of  Cerastes,  murders  Philip  king  of  Alacf^ 

don,  Aniiq.  i,  vtii.  1. 
Peace  and  ^'ood  Jaws  the  greatest  blessings,  Antiq.  vii 

xiv.  % 
Peace,  as  a  goddess,  has  a  tempk  at  Rome,  War,  vii.  t. 

7,  3;  c.  vi,  sect,  a  I.  • 

Pedanius,  \*  ar,  i.  xxvii.  2;  and  vi.  ii.  8, 
Pekah  slays  Pekahiah.  and  succeeds  him,  Antiq.  is.  xi. 
1 :  he  defeats  the  king  of  J  udah,  c.  xii.  lect  1 ;  he  it 
slain  by  Hiwhea.  c    xiii.  sect.  I. 
Pekaiah,  king  of  Israel,  Antiq.  ix.  xi.  1. 
Peleg.  Antiq.  i.  vi.  4. 
Peniiinah,  Antiq.  v    x.  2. 

Pentecost,  a  Jrwisb  fcsiival,  Antiq.  iii,  x.  6i  and  xviL 
I.  2;  whence  it  had  that  r.anie.  War,  ii.  iii.  t;  vast 
numbers  came  to  it,  ih. ;  ihe  priests  tlien  attended  rhe 
temple  in  ihr  night,  vi.  t.  3;  the  Jews  did  not  then 
take  Journeys,  Antiq.  xiii.  viii.  t, 
Perea  entirely  subdued  hy  the  Itomans,  War,  iv.  Tii.  St 

3. 
Pergamen'B  decree  iu  favour  of  the  Jews,  Antiq.  xiv.  x. 

22. 
Perjury'  supposed    by  aome    not   dangerous,  if  done  bj 
necessity,  Antiq.  v.  ii.  12;  dreaded  by  Joshua  and  the 
elders,  c,  i.  sect.  16;  dreaded  ulbo  hy  the  people,  c.  iL 
sect.  xii. 
Persians,  their  seven  principal  families,  Ant:q    xi.  iii.  Ij 
their  kini;  is  watched  during  his  sleep,  SfcT.  4 ;  then 
law  forbade  slraniiers  to  see  their  kint;'s  wives,  c   il- 
feci.  1 ;  seven  men  were  the  interpreters  of  their  laws, 
lb.;  their  royal  robes,  sect.  9. 
PfStitence      >ee  Pla.;ue. 
Pesiiliu*  Cerealis,  the  proconsul,  reduces  the  Germans, 

War.  vii.  iv.  "2. 
Peltna.  the  wife  of  Claudius,  Antiq.  xs.  viii.  1;  War,  il 

XII.  a 
Petronini",  governor  of  Kcvpt.  Antiq.  xv.  ix.  2:  he  tup* 

plies  Herod  willi  corn  in  lime  of  (amine,  ib. 
Pfironiii-i  (piihlius)  is  made  president  of  Syria,  Ant'q. 
xviii.  vii.  2,   is  sent  with  an  army  to  Jerusitlem  hy 
Cains,  to  set  up  hi"*  statue:s  in  the  temple,  c.  ix.  sect.  2, 
JScc;    War,  ii.  X.   1;   his  endeavours  lo  prevent   it,  and 
to  s.-ive  the  Jew*,  with  his  and  their  wonderful  deli- 
verance, ih.i  his  edict  against  the  Duritcs,  Antiq.  xix. 
vi.  3. 
Phtpdra,  Herod's  wife.  Antiq.  xvii.  1.  3. 
Phalian,  Aiuipaler's  brother,  Antiq.  xiv,  ii.  3;  War,  L 

VI.  A. 
Phalan.  f^aviil's  son,  Antiq.  vii.  iii.  .3. 
PiLilii.  son  of  lai'-h,  Antiq.  vi.  xiii.  H.  and  vii.  i.  4. 
I*hanniu.*,  son  of  Samuel,  made  hi^h-piiest,  V\  ar,  ir.  iiL 

8 
Phiiraoh,  denoted  kingio  the  Egyptian  tongue,  Anttq.TL 

viiu  2. 
Pbari-ees,  a  s'-ct  amoni;  the  Jews,  Antiq.  xiii.  x.  5;  and 
xviii.  i,  2;  Wir.  i.  v,  2.    thi-y  envy  lUrcamis,  Antiq. 
xiii.  X.  6;    were  I'ppfsite  to  the  Saddncres    in    their 
principles,  sect,  tj;    their  ureat  aiilhurity,  xvii.  ii.  4| 
especially  in   the   rei^n  of  qoeeii   Alexandra,  xiii.  xvi. 
2;    War,  i.  v.  2;   which  lasted  nine  >ear",  seri.  4;   they 
refuse  the  oaihs  of    allcuiance  to  Coi^ar  and    Herod, 
An'iq.  xvii,  ii.  4;  th'-y  are  fined  for  it,  ib, ;  their  un- 
written trad  tions.  xiii.  v.  9;  c,  x.  sect,  u;  their  mode- 
ration in  inflicting  punishments,  the  common  peoide 
side  with  them,  ib.;  ihey  are  most  skilful  in  th*-  know* 
ledu-e  of -he  law.  1  ife,  «e.t.  3H. 
PtiHniaces,  son  >■(  Miihnduies.  Antiq.  xiv,  i-L  4. 
Pha«aelu».  son  of  Antipaler,  Antiq    xiv.  vii.  3,-  and  xvli, 
i  3;  \*ar,  i.  viii.  H;  his  death,  Antiq.  xiv.  xiiL  10,  aod 
^v.  ii,  1.    Wjr.  i.  xiii.  10. 
Ph;i«aelus.  »on  id  Ht  r.-d,  Anlii-  xvii.  i.  3. 
IMieldas.  Aiitiq.   i.  vi.  0. 

Phelfs,  kiiij  "f  the  I  \r  ans,  Aj.itn'st  ApV  1.  i.  sect.  1(1. 
Pi'eroras,  Aniipater'*  son  by  C\  pios.  Antiq,  xjv.  vii.  3j 
War.  i.  viii.  9;  hHt»*9  Salome's  cioldrrn,  Aiiliq,  xvi.  vii, 
3,  \'  ar.  i.  xxir.  .'t;  makes  Alexander  jeaioUsi  of  hit 
wife  (il:inh\r;i.  u  ith  Her..il  Ins  Ijthei,  Antiq.  x\ i.  viu 
4;    jrovotc^   ileTiiil   ti-  a'^er,  c.  vii.  sect.  3;    lays  tho 

blamti  utH)D  Salumo,  c.  viL  »ect.  b;  vaxtn  into  friea4> 
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ihip  wiTh  Aotip&ter.  xrii.  ii.  4;  U  hated  by  Herod,  c. 
iiU  sect  1 ;  i»  ordered  lo  retire  to  his  tetrarchy,  sect. 
3, 
Pbcror.ts^  wife  pays  tlie  fine  laid  upon  the  Pharisees,  An- 
tiq.  xvii   ii.  A-.  she  associates  with  the  other  cuurt  la- 
dirs,  ib. ;  War,  i.  xxil.  1 ;  Pheroras'  freed-men  charge 
her  Hitli  g>-ttiii?  poison,  Antiq.  ivii,  iv.  1;  she  throws 
lier^elt  down  sturs,  sect.  2;   War,  i.  x«.  5i  her  con- 
ffMioD,  Antiq   xvii.  iv.  -i. 
Phi-leas  rhf  hich-pnest,  Antiq.  x.  viii-  6. 
Philadcipliiia  (Ptolemy),  his    skill  and  industry  about 
mfcli;inic  art?,  Anti'i   xiii.  li.  7;  lie  proposes  problems 
to  itie  seveiity-lwo  iD'erpreters,  sect.  1 1 ;  he  procures 
the  »evpiity-lwo  interpreters  to  translate  the  law,  c  ii. 
eect     1-U. 
Philip,  Hert-d's  son  h^leopatra,  Aniiq.  X7iu  I.  3;  c  ii. 
»ecl- ?:  c.  iv.  srcl.  3;  W  ar,  i.  xxviji.  4;  c  xxxii.  sect 
i;  brother  of  Archelans,  ii    vi.  3;  what  Herod  left  him 
by  his  wil!,  Antiq.  xrii.  viii,  1;  wh.a  Cwaar  f^ve  him, 
c  xi.  I'ert  4 ;  lelrareh  of  Oaulanilis,  and  Tracbuniiis, 
and   Paneas.  r,  Tjii.  sect  I;    c.  ix.  sect  1;    he  dies, 
XTiii.  ic.  6;  hiseulocium,  ib. 
Phihp.  a  Galilean,  War.  iii.  vii.  21. 
Philip,  son  of  Jacimus,  Antiq.  XTJi.  iL  3;  Life,  sect  II, 

■.J*i;  War.  ii.  %v\\.  A;  c,  xx    sect.  I. 
Philip  made  regent  of  S>ria.  during  the  minority  of  £u- 

p.itor,  Antiq.  xii-  ix.  2. 
Ptiilip,  ktr.g  of  Syria,  Antiq.  xiii.  iii.  4;  c  x it.  sect  3. 
|*hilip.  king  01  M.iredun.  is  slain.  Antiq.  xi.  viii.  1. 
Pliilipion,  snn  of  Plolemy.  marries  Alexandra,  the  daugh- 
ter of  AristobuliiA.  Antiq.  xiv.  vii.  4;  he  is  killed  by 
hi^  father,  ih. ;  War,  1.  ix.  2. 
Philistifie-s  their  chirf  lawns  Gaza.  Accaron,  or  Ekrou, 
Asktlon.  Gath,  and  Arotiis  or  Asbdod,  Antiq.  vi.  i.  2; 
r.  xiii.  si-cl.  UK 
Phil",  chief  deputy  of  the  Jews,  to  Caius,  Antiq.  iviiu 

Tin-  1. 
rti)loHipliy  of  the  Jews,  contained  la  the  books  of  their 

law,  Ag.inst  Api  'n,  li.  sect  4. 
Philostephanns.  ^ntiq.  xiii.  xii.  5. 
Phi'ten'*,  son  of  Clusothus,  War,  iv.  it.  B- 
Ptiine.ts,  9<>n  of  Eleaz.tr.  slays  Zimri  and  Coshi,  Antiq. 
IT.  vi.'l2;  leads  the  Israelites  against  the  Midianites, 
c  Tii.  »ect  I:  his  speech  to  the  Jews  beyond  Jordan, 
T.  i.  li'i;    he  is  made  high-priest,  sect  tid:    the  high- 
priesthood  ret'ims  lo  his  family,  Antiq.  viii.  i.  J. 
Phineas.  son  of  Kli.  Antiq.  v.  x.  1 ;  he  uOiciates  aa  high 

priest,  c.  xi.  sect  2;  he  is  slain,  ib. 
PhrAAtes.  kinc  of  the   Parthians,  Antiq.  XT.   li.  2;    his 

death,  xviii.  i.   4. 
Phr:»at  >ce«.  the  son  of  Phraates,  Antiq.  xviii.  ii.  4. 
ptiiil.  or  Pill,  kini;  of  Assyria,  Antiq.  ix.  xi.  1. 
I'hnrim,  or  Piirim,  a  Jewish  festival,  Antiq.  xi.  vi.  13. 
Phnt  llie  planter  of  Libya,  Antiq.  i.  vi.  2. 
Pila'e  (pontics),  the  procurator  of  Judea,  occasions  tu- 
mult? ainuiig  the  Jews,  Antiq.  xviii,  iii.  I;    cauws  a 
great  slaughter  of  them,  sect  1 ;   War,  ii.  ix.  4;  and  of 
the  Samariian*.  Antiq.  xriii.  iv.  1;  he  is  accused  for 
it  and  sf  nt  to  Home,  sect  2. 
IMdash,  Antiq.  i.  vi.  6- 

Pillars  erected  by  the  children  of   Setb  in  the  land  of 

Seriad,  A(>t:q.  i.  ii.  3;  pillars  of  the  Corinthian  order 

in  Solomon's  palace,  viii.  v.  2;   ia  Herod's  temple. 

War,  V.  V.  2. 

Piso.  aovernnr  of  Rome,  Antiq.  xviii  vi.  5. 

Piihnlans,  Antiq.  xif.  vL  I;    c.  vii.  sect  3;  War,  i,  viii. 

3,  6, 9. 
Placidiis's  skirmishes  with  Josephus,  Life,  sect  43,74; 
his  other  actions.  War,  iii.  vi,  1 ;  c.  v  ii.  sect  3,  34  ;  and 
iv   i.  i);  c  vii.  s<*ct.  4. 
Plai,nie.  or  pestilence,  ra^es  among  the  Israelites,  Antiq. 
xti.  XI.  3:  it  reaae-i  upon    I'avid's  repentance,  c.  xiii. 
ser.t.  4;  another  pestilence  in  Judea,  xv.  vii,  7. 
Platn.  Ae:«inst  Apion,  ii.  sect.  :)l:  he  excludes  the  poets 

from  li'S  commonwealth,  sect  36. 
Polemo.  king  of  Cilicia.  Aniiq.  xx.  vii.  5- 
polcmo.  king  of  Pontus,  Antiq.  xix.  viii.  1. 
Polity  01  the  Jews  after  the  captivity,  Aniiq.  xi,  iv.  ft. 
Pollio.  a  Pharisee,  Antiq.  xv.  i.  L 
Pollio,  a  Koman,  Antiq.  xv.  x.  1. 
Pompedius.  Antiq.  xix.  i.  ."ii. 

Pompey  th»-  Great  eoes  through  Syria  to  DamascD%  An- 
tiq. XIV.  iii.  I ;  War,  i.  vi.  4 ;  and  to  Jenisatem,  A  ntiq. 
xiv.  iv,  1 ;  War.  i.  vii.  1 ;  the  city  delivered  up  to  him, 
Antiq.  xiv.  iv.  2:  he  lakes  the  'em pie  by  force,  and  Vills 
abundance  of  the  Jews,  c.  iv.  sect.  2,  3.  4;  W.-ir,  i.  vii. 
4p  &c  :  the  Jew?  .<end  liim  a  ei-ldrn  vine.  Antiq.  xiv. 
iit  1;  he  goes  i>ito  ihe  holy  of  h..lif«,  c.  iv.  s^ct  4. 
Wax,  L  vii.  6;  meddlea  with  ootbiog  in  the  temple,  ib. ^ 


he  hears  the  cause  between  Hyrcanas  and  AriMobnlOft 
Aniiq.  xiv.  iiL  2;  determines  it  in  favour  of  Byrca-  U9, 
and  makes  war  upon  Aristobutus,  sect  3,  &c.;  be  fli«.> 
into  Epirus,  c  viii.  sect.  4. 

Pontius  Pilate.     See  Pilate. 

Poplas,  War,  it  ii.  I. 

Popea,  Nero's  wife,  Antiq.  xx.  rii.  II;  c  xi.  sect  If 
Life.  seci.  3;  a  religious  lady,  and  favoarerof  the  J*w% 
Anttq.  XX.  vitt  IL 

Porciiis  Festus.     See  Festns. 

Present  thin^is,  queen  Alexandra's  care,  more  than  fa^ 
ture,  Antiq,  xiii.  svi.  6. 

Presents  sent  to  Joseph  in  Eeynt,  Antiq.  ii.  vi.  5. 

Priests,  if  maimed,  are  excluded  Innn  the  altar  and  tern* 
pie,  .Antiq.  iii.  xii.  2;  Aea.inst  Apion,  i.  sect  31;  ar< 
Dot  to  marry  several  sorts  of  women,  Antiq.  iii.  xii.  2; 
Aeainst  Apion,  i.  sect.  7;  washed  their  hands  and  feet 
before  they  went  lo  minister,  iii.  6,  2;  succred  one 
another  according  to  their  courses.  Against  Apion,  ii, 
sect  S;  their  allowances,  Antiq.  iii.  tx;  and  iv.  iv.  3; 
their  courses  in  number  twenty-four.vii.  xiv  7;  Against 
Apion,  ii.  sect  7^  are  very  numerous,  ib. ;  two  f;imilies 
Irom  Aaron's  two  sons,  Antiq.  v.  vi.  5:  their  i>lTices 
and  emplovmems  Against  Apion,  ii.  «ect.  7,  21,2?,  23; 
their  sacred  garments,  Antiq.  iii.  vii.  I,  &c.;  War,  v. 
V,  7;  priests  and  Invites  exemoted  from  tax^s  by 
Xerxes,  Antiq.  xt  v.  1 ;  have  places  of  the  greatest 
trust  committed  to  them.  Against  Apirn,  ii.  sect  I**; 
none  but  priests  of  the  po-st^i  ily  of  Aaron,  might  burn 
incense  at  the  temple,  Antiq.  ix.  x.  4.  not  lo  drinlL 
wine  in  their  sacred  garments,  iii.  sit.  2;  priesthood  »' 
mark  of  nubility  among  t^  e  Jews,  l.if^.  s^rt  1. 

Priests  among  Ihe  Egyptians,  only  kept  their  lands  in 
the  days  of  Joseph,  Antiq.  i'.  vii    I. 

Priesthood,  high,  translated  from  one  family  to  another 
Aniiq.  T,  xi.  6;  of  I>nia5,  at  Hehopolis,  xiL  ix.  7;  anil 
xiii.  X.  4;  and  xx.  x.  I:  vacant  ai  Jeru8;»lem  for  f«iir 
years,  xiii.  ii.  3:  diirine  life,  excptine  under  Anlio- 
chus  Kpiphanes,  Aristobulua  and  Herod,  xv.  iii.  1; 
laken  from  Jesus,  and  given  to  Simon  by  Herod,  c.  ix. 
sect  5:  settled  upon  the  family  of  Aarun,  originally^' 
XX.  X.  1.  ' 

Prieiit.  high,  not  to  be  the  son  of  a  captive  woman,  Aotit;. 
xiii,  X.5;  high-priests  went  inio  the  lemple  to  officiate 
on  Sabbath-days,  new  moons,  and  festivals.  War,  xii. 
vii.  3;  were  lo  marry  a  virgin,  and  not  ^o  touch  a  dead 
body,  Antiq.  iiL  xii.  2;  the  high-priest  desired  hy  Saul 
to  prviphecy  for  him.  vi.  vi.  4;  high-priests,  with  the 
prophels  and  sanhedrim,  were  t-i  determine  dtfKcult 
causes  iv.  viii.  14;  several  hi:;h-priests  at  the  same  lime 
in  latter  ages,  \t  a',  iv.  iii.  7;  and  v.  xiii.  I ;  and  vi.  ii, 
2;  to  succeed  by  birth.  Against  Apion,  ii.  srct.  23; 
elected  by  lot  amone  the  seditious,  Antiq.  iv.  iii.  fl; 
they  abolish  the  legnlar  succession,  sect  6:  Herod, 
king  of  Chalcis,  made  the  high-priest  till  his  death, 
XX.  L  3;  a  series  of  the  high-prirsts  from  Aaron  to  th« 
destniclioD  of  the  lemple  hy  Tilus,  xx.  x, :  another 
series  from  the  building  vt  (he  temple  to  the  captivity, 
X.  viii  6;  high-priest's  robes  kept  by  the  Romans,  xx. 
i,  1 ;  where  they  were  laid  np,  xv.  xi.  4;  and  xviii.  iv. 
3;  and  XX.  i.  1;  high-priest's  ornaments  described,  iii. 
vii,  4 ;  War,  v,  v.  7. 
Primogeniture,  its  privileges  sold  hy  Esau,  Antiq.  ii.  L 

Primus  (Antonins),  War,  iv.  ix.  2;  he  marches  agaioit* 

ViieMius,  c.  xi.  sect  2.  '' 

Priscus  (I'yranius),  War,  ii.  xix.  4.  * 

Prisi-tis  shoots  Jonathan  dead  with  a  dart.  War,  vi.  ii.  IflL 
Piivileges  granted  the  Jews    by  Alexander  the  Grea^> 

Ag^iinst  Apion,  ii.  sect  4. 
Problems,  or  riddles,  proposed  by  Sampson  at  his  wed> 

ding,  Antiq.  v    viii,  6. 
Prorulus  (Vilellius),  Antiq.  xix.  vi.  3l 
PropLerifs    concerning  the    destruction  of  Jemsalem, 

War,  IV.  vi.  3:  and  vi.  v.  4, 
Prophecy  of  Isaiah  accomplished,  Antiq.  xiii.  iii.  L 
Prophfcies  of  Jeremiah  and  Ezekiel  reconciled,  Antiq. 

X    V.  1. 
Prophecies  could  not  agree  to  the  events,  it  the  worU 

were  governed  by  chatce,  Antiq.  x.  xi.  2. 
Prophet5,  excepting  Daniel,  chiefly  foretold  calamities 

Antiq.  x.  xi.  7;  how  greatly  to  be  eetet-med,  viiu  xt. 

6. 
Prophets  (false  ones),  suborned  by  the  Jewish  tyrants^   ■ 

War.  vi.  v.  2. 
Proseuchee,  or  houses  of  prayer  among  the  Jews,  Lifie^ 

sf<-t.  54. 
Pros''.*inion  of  the  body,  a  most  heinous  crime,  AtttiQ. 
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froTtdenee  uaerted  against  the  EpleoreuiSi  Antiq.  x. 
zi.  7. 

Prudence  reqnlres  us  to  prcTcnt  the  growing  power  ol 
an  eBemy,  Antiq.  lii.  ii.  1. 

Pwud  ale  zander,  Aiitiq.  xviL  xii.  1,  tec;  War,  iL  Tii.  1, 
«cc. 

Ptolemy.  Ilie  administrator  of  Herod's  kincdom.  Antiq. 
xvL  TiL  2,  4cc. ;  c  viii.  secL5;  c.  x.  bccL  5;  Jjfe,  wcl. 
2a 

Ptolemy,  the  brother  of  Cleopatra,  poisoned  b;  her,  An- 
tiq. XV.  if.  1. 

Ptolemv,  the  brother  of  Nicolaus  of  Damascus,  Antiq. 

XTll.  IX.    1 

Ptolemy  Kpiphanes,  Antiq.  xiJ.  tii.  3;  be  dies,  c  it.  sect. 
II. 

Ptoleroy,  Euergetes,  Philopntor.  or  Eupator.  Antiq.  xiL 
III.  3;  c  iv.  sect.  I :   Ariin^l  Apion,  ii.  sect  &. 

Ptolemv,  the  ton  of  Jamblirus,  Aniiq.  xit.  viiu  1;  War, 
t  is.  :t. 

Plolemy  Lathyru',  Antiq.  xiit.  x.  2;  W.ir,  i.  ir.  2;  he  is 
driven  out  nf  his  kinedon),  Antiq.  xiii.  zii.  1.  &•_-,:  he 
maies  an  alliance  with  Alexandtr,  and  breaks  it,  c. 
xii.  sect  4 ;  his  hold  soldier*  called  Hrcatonioniachi, 
Kcrl.  6;  he  drreats  Alexander's  army,  ib. ;  bis  barbar* 
ous  cruelty,  SfCt.  6. 

Ptolrmv,  son  of  Lazns,  called  Sotnr,  obtains  Etiypt,  after 
the  death  ol  Alexander  the  fiTcat,  Antiq.  x\\.  1;  takes 
Jer.Malem.  and  carries  many  Jews  into  Kgypt,  ib. 

Ptolemy  Philadelphiis,  the  st^ond  kinf;  of  T^pt  of  that 
race.  Antiq.  i.  Pref.  srct.  3;  Aniiq.  xii.  ii.  1;  Against 
Ap'on,  ii.  srct.  4;  be  procures  a  tninslalion  of  the  law 
of  Moses,  by  the  advice  of  Oeraetrms  Phaleru»,  Antiq 
xii.  ii  1,  &c  ;  set5  a  vast  number  ol  Jews  free,  sect.  3; 
sends  a  letter  to  Eleazar  the  hieh-priest,  sect.  4;  bis 
liberal  oblations  and  presents,  sect.  7,  14. 

Ptolemy  Philometer,  Antiq.  xiu  iv.  II;  c.  v.  sect.  2;  xiiL 
iij.  1;  Against  Apioo.  iu  sccL  6;  he  aod  his  queen 
Cleopatra  permit  Onias  to  build  the  temple  Onion, 
Antiq.  XiiL  ill.  1,  &c. ;  be  makes  an  expedition  into 
Syria,  c  iv.  sect  5;  discovers  Alexander  and  Amnio- 
niuB*  plotacainst  htm,  sect.  6;  t^ikes  his  daughter  from 
Alexander,  and  Rives  her  to  Demetrius,  sect  7;  he 
tni^bt  have  put  two  crowns  upon  his  head,  that  of 
Asia,  and  lh;it  of  Fcypt,  ib.;  he  is  wounded,  and  dies 
of  his  wounds,  sect.  9. 

Ptolemy,  son  of  Menneos,  Antiq.  xiiL  xvi.  3;  and  xiv, 
iii.  2;  c.  xii.  sect.  Ij  War,  i.  iv.  8;  c.  xiii.  sect  1; 
prince  of  Chalets,  Antiq.  xiv.  vii.  4;  he  marries  Alex- 
andra, ib. 

Ptolemy,  the  murderer  of  Simon,  the  Marcabee,  Antiq. 
xiii.  vii.  4;  he  murders  John  Hyrcanus's  mother  and 
brother,  c  viii.  sect,  I ;  War,  i.  li.  4. 

Ptolemy  Physcon,  Antiq.  xii.  iv.  11;  and  xiit  ix. ; 
Aeainst  Apion,  li.  sect  5. 

Ptolemy,  War,  i.  L  1. 

Fudens  en|i;ace6  in  a  dnel  with  Jooathao,  and  is  killed. 
War,  vi.  it  10. 

Punishment  of  the  wicked,  a  joyful  sight  to  good  men, 
Antiq.  ix.  vL  6. 

Purple  robes  worn  by  the  Chaldean  kinps,  Antiq.  x.  xi. 
2;  by  the  Persian  kin??,  xi.  lii.  2;  c.  vi.  sect.  10;  Jo- 
seph is  clothed  in  purple  by  Pharaoh,  ii.  v.  7, 

Pygmalion,  king  of  Tyre.  Against  Apion,  i.  sect  1ft. 

Pythian,  or  Apollo's  temple,  built  by  Uerod,  Aotiq.  xvi. 
V.3. 

Qnadratos  (Dmmidius),  president  of  Syria,  Antiq.  xx. 
Ti  2. 

Quails  are  numerous  in  the  Arabian  gulf,  and  fall  upon 
the  camp  of  Israrl.  Antiq.  iii.  i  5.  13. 

Queen  of  Egypt  and  Ethiopia,  comes  to  king  Solomon 
Antiq.  viii.  tL  5;  she  returns  to  her  own  country,  sect. 
6. 

Quintillins  Varus,  president  of  Syria.     Sec  Varus. 

Qnirinius,  or  Cyrenius,  sent  by  Cesar  to  tax  Syria,  An- 
tiq. xvii, 

Rabsaccs  iThemasius).  Antiq.  xi.  iiL  6. 

Rachel,  Lahan's  dauthter,  Antiq.   i.  xix.  7;  she  steals 

away,  and  conceals  her  lather's  idols,  sect  9,  II. 
Ragau.  or  Keu,  son  of  Phaleg,  Antiq.  i,  vL  5. 
Ragmus,  or  Raamah,  Antiq.  i.  vL  2. 
Ra^el.  Moses' fatlier-in-law.  Antiq.  iii.  iii.  1;  bis  advice 

to  Moses  for  the  government  of  the  Israelites,  c.  iv. 
Rahah,  an  inn-keeper  at  Jencho,  Antiq.  v.  i.  2.7;  her 

life  saved,  sect  7. 
Rainbow.  Antiq.  i.  iii.  6. 

Ramesses.  king  »f  Fgypt*  Aeainst  Apion,  i.  sect  15. 
Kapsaces,  or  Rahshaketh,  captain  ol  the  Assyrian  army. 


Antiq.  X.  1. 1 ;  hlA  sp«eeh  to  the  people  of  Jenisalem 

sect.  2. 
Ratbotis,  king  of  Kpypt.  AfralnFt  Apioti,  i.  sect.  16. 
KRthymu.s  or  Rheum,  Antiq.  si.  ii.  1. 
Ratiiinale.  or  breast-plate  of  judgment  of  the  bigb-priei^ 

Antiq,  iii.  v.  7;  c  vm,  sect.  'X 
Raven  sen!  out  of  the  ark,  Antiq.  i,  iii,  5. 
Reha,  kiue  oflhe  MidtanUes,  Antiq   ir.  rii.  1. 
Rfbeka,  daughter  of  Bethiirl,  Antiq.  L  vi,  5j  demanded 

for  a  wife   to    Isaac,    c.  xvi.  sect  I,  &c. ;    she   bear« 

twins,  r,  xviiL  sect  1;    imposes  upon  her  husband 

sect  6. 
Recem,  or  Reketn,  king  of  tbe  .Midianites,  Antiq.  ir.  riii 

Records  of  the  Tynans,  Against  Apion,  i.  sect  17. 

Regulus  (Rmilins),  Antiq.  xix.  i.  3. 

Hehoboam  soccerd*  Solomon,  Aniiq  viii.  viii.  1;  he  give* 
the  people  a  roucb  answer,  sect.  2:  ten  tribes  revolt 
from  him,  sect.  3;  he  builds  and  lorlilies  seven!  towns, 
c.  X.  sect.  1;  he  has  eighteen  wives,  and  thirty  concu- 
binf*5,  il>, ;   he  dies,  sect   4. 

Kemaliah,  Antiq.  i<c.  \i.  1. 

Repentance  cannot  revuke  part  cimes,  Antiq.  ii.  iv.  4. 

Keu,  or  Ragau,  the  son  of  Phaleg,  or  Peteg,  Antiq.  I,  vi. 

Revenues  of  Ctelesyria,  Plicenicia,  Judea,  and  Samaria, 

amounted  to  fiHK)  talents,  Antiq.  xii.  iv.  4. 
Rezen,  kin«  of  Syria.  Antia.  ix.  xii.  I. 
Reznn,  Siloinon's  enemy,  Antiq.  viii.  vii.  6. 
Rhodes,  relieved  by  Herod,  Antiq.  xiv.  xiv.  S. 
Riches,  great  riches  laid  up  in  David's  monument,  An. 

tiq.  vii.  XV.  3. 
Riddles,  or  problems  between  Solomon  and  Hiram,  An- 
tiq. viii.  V.  3;     a  riddle  proposed  by  Samson  at  bii 

wedding,  V.  viii.  6. 
Riphath,  Antiq.  i.  vi.  1. 
Rod  of  Aaron,  Antiq,  ir.  iv.  2. 
Roman  army  described.  War,  iii.  T. 
Roman  senate's  decree  in  favour  of  tbe  Jews,  Antiq.  xiiL 

ix.  2;  and  xiv,  viii.  .5. 
Roxana,  Herod's  daughter  by  Phedra,  Antiq.  xvii.  i.  3| 

War,  i.  xxviii.  4. 
Rubrius  Gallus,  Antiq.  vii.  iv,  3. 
Rue  of  a  pri>dij;ions  magnitude.  War,  vii.  vi.  3. 
Riifus,  Antiq.  xvii.  x.  3;  War,  ii,  iii.  4;  c.  r.  sect  2. 
Rufus  (an  Egyptian),  takes  Eleazer  prisoner,  War,  vii. 

vi.  4. 
Rufus  (Terentins,  or  Tnmus),  takes  Simon  the  son  of 

Gioras,  War,  Tii.  ii.;  he  is  left  with  an  army  at  Jera- 

salem,  after  it  was  taken,  ib. 
Rumah.  or  Iteumah.  Nahor's  concubine,  Anttq.  i.  vi.  5. 
Ruth  gleans  in  Boaz's  beld,  Antiq.  v    ix.  2;  is  married 

by  Biiaz,  and  becomes  the  mother  of  Obed,  tbe  father 

of  Jesse,  sect  4. 

Sabactas,  or  Subtecha,  Antiq.  i.  vi.  2. 

Sabas.  or  Seba,  Antiq.  i.  vi.  i 

Sabathes,  or  Sabrah,  Antiq.  i  vj,  2. 

Sabbath-day  kept  very  strictly  by  the  Essens,  War,  ii, 
viii.  ix.;  Sabbath  according  to  Apion,  so  called  from 
the  Egyptian  word  Sabo,  Again?t  Apion,  ii.  sect.  2. 
Sabbath-day  so  stiperstitiously  observed  by  the  Jews 
that  they  came  to  great  mischiefs  thereby,  Antiq.  xiL 
vi.  2;  War,  i.  vii.  3.-  and  ii.  xvi.  4;  they  are  advised 
by  Matlhias  to  defend  themselves  on  the  Sabbath-.day, 
Antiq.  xii.  vi.  2;  and  by  Jonathan,  xiii.  i.  3;  allowed 
to  repel,  but  not  to  attack  an  enemy  on  that  day,  xiv. 
vi,  2;  and  xviii.  ix.  2;  War,  ii.  xvi.  4;  Antiochus  a 
Jew,  forces  the  Jews  to  break  the  Sabbath-day  at  An-  » 
tioch,  vii.  iii.  3 ;  Sabhath  Jay  spent  in  reading  the  law, 
Antiq.  xvi.  ii.  4;  usliered  in,  and  ended  with  the  sound 
of  a  trumpet,  W  ar,  iv.  ix.  li;  Jews,  on  the  Sabbath- 
day,  dined  at  the  sixth  hour.  Life,  sect  54;  tbe  sedi- 
tious kill  the  Romans  on  the  Sabbath-day,  War,  ii.' 
xvii.  lOi  unlawful  to  travel  tar  on  the  Sabbath-day, 
Antiq  xiii.  viii,  4;  pretended  to  be  unlawful  either  to' 
make  war  or  peace  on  the  Sabbath-day.  War,  iv.  ii. 
3;  not  allowed  by  some  even  in  case  of  necessity,  to 
take  arms  either  on  the  Sabbath-day,  or  tbe  cTcuiiig 
before.  Life,  sert.  32. 

Sabbatic  river.  War,  vii.  v.  I. 

Sabbeus.  Antiq.  xiii.  iii.  4. 

Sabbion.  discovers  Alexander's  designs  to  Herod,  Antiq. 
XV.  iii.  2. 

Sabec,  or  Shobach,  captain  of  the  Syrians,  Antiq.  vii.  vL 
3. 

Sabinns,  Csesar's  steward  in  Jiidea,  Antiq.  xviL  ix.  3j 
War.  ii.  iii.  2;  he  accuses  Archelaus,  Antiq.  XTii.  ix* 
4i  fitlls  heavy  upon  the  Jews,  c.  x.  sect  L 
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t&bion-),  one  of  th«  raardeirn  of  Cftins,  Antiq.  six.  iv. 
3;  he  kills  hirawlf.  Ktrt.  S. 

labinil%  the  brotlirr  of  Vrs|)a8ian,  takes  the  Capitol, War, 
iv.  XL  4;  is  killed  by  Vitellius,  ib. 

iahinoft,  by  birth  b  Syrian,  a  roaa  of  ^reat  Talouft  War, 
Ti.  i.  6. 

labinus  ( Domitinn).  one  oi  the  tribooes.  War,  iit.  vii.  34. 

iabtah,  or  Sabatht-s,  Antiq.  i.  vi.  2. 

iabtechtt,  or  Sab:icia%  Aniiq.  i.  *i   2. 

iacrifice  of  Abel  was  milk,  anJ  the  first!in|f«  of  the  flock. 
Aoliq.  '.  li.  I;  *arritices  v\ ere  either  private  or  public, 
iii.  ix.  1;  eil'irr  alt,  or  pari  only  burnt,  th. ;  how  the 
former  were  oflered.ib. :  how  the  latter,  sect  2;  how 
sin-offfrinKS  wereulTfred.  »ct  3;  thoseof  swine  forbid- 
den, xii  ».  4;  of  tl>o«  that  were  for  recovering  health. 
iii.  ix.  4;  Titus  desires  John  not  to  Irave  otf  the  Jewish 
sacririces  War,  vi.  ii  It  daily  MCrilice,  Antiq,  xi.  iv. 
1 ;  War.  i.  i.  I  i  and  vi.  ii.  1 .-  sacnhces  every  day  for 
Csur's  prosperit>,  ii.  x.  4;  Against  Apion,  ii.  seci.  6; 
omission  tlirreof  the  beginning  ol  the  Jewish  war,  War, 
iuxvii.  2:  offerinesol  foreigner s  usually  received  by  the 
Jews,  sect  3;  the  same  prohibited  by  the  seditioun, 
•ecL  2;  what  parts  "f  sacrifice  were  due  to  the  priesis, 
Anliq.  i*'.  iv.  4;  none  but  Jews  to  overlook  the  sacri- 
fices in  the  temple,  xx.  viii.  II;  sacrilices  not  to  be 
tasted  till  the  oblation  is  over,  xii.  iv.  S:  not  lo  be 
bought  by  the  hire  of  an  harlot,  iv.  viii.  9;  meat-ofier- 
ini;s  joined  tn  bloody  sacriScns  iiL  ix  4;  not  to  be 
abused  to  luxury,  Against  Apion,  ii.  secL  25;  ought  to 
be  entire  and  without  blemish,  Aniiq.  iii.  xii.  2;  of 
what  were  burot-oOerin^s,  c,  viii.  sect.  lU;  animals 
not  offered  till  the  eighth  dav  aflcr  tlietr  birth,  c.  ix. 
sect.  4;  wine  and  oil  resenea  for  sacrifices  consumed 
by  the  seditious,  War,  v.  xiii.  6k. 

Sndduc  a  Pharisee,  stirs  up  a  sedition,  Antiq.  xvtii.  i.  I. 

>adducees  deny  fate,  Antiq.  xiii.  v.  9;  are  contrary  to  the 
Phitrisees.  c  x.  sect,  fi.-  observe  only  the  precepts  of  the 
written  law.  ib. ;  their  opinions.  Ant.q.  xvni.  i.  3; 
War,  ii.  viiL  14:  have  Ibe  rich  men  of  their  aide,  Antiq. 
xiii.  X  6. 

iadoc,  or  Zadok.  bi|;h-priest,  Antiq.  vii.  ii.  2;  c  t.  sect 
4;  c.  X.  sect  4:  r.  xi.  sect  S;  c.  xiv.  sect  4;  and  viii- 
i.  3;  and  x.  viii.  6. 

Etadmch,  or  Shodrach,  Antiq.  xi.  iv.  P. 

Sa^es,  or  wise  inea  amoof;  the  Israelites,  Antiq.  viij.  iL 
6. 

Sal'TOpsio,  dau(;fater  of  Herod,  mamed  to  Pbasael,  An- 
tiq. xviii.  V.  4. 

salathiel,  Zenihabel's  father,  Antiq.  xi.  iii.  10. 

"alatis.  king  of  Kevpt,  Against  Apion,  i.  sect  14. 

sjleph,  Antiq.  i.  vi.  4. 

^atmnna.  or  Zaimana,  captain  of  the  Midianites,  Antiq. 
V.  vi.  5. 

^alman^saar.  or  ^halmanezzer.  fcinc  of  Assyria,  Antiq. 
ix  xiv.  1:  invades  Syria  and  Pbonicia.  ib. ;  carries 
the  ten  tribes  away  into  Media  and  Persia,  ib. 

Salome,  Antipater's  dauchter,  Herod's  sis'er,  Anliq.  xiv. 
vii.  3;  War,  i.  viii.  9;  el'arges  her  husband  Joseph 
wi:h  »du:<ery.  Ant  q.  xv.  iiJ.  9;  and  xvi.  vit  3;  sends 
a  hill  of  d'Vurce  to  her  second  husband  C'oslubarus,  xv. 
Tii.  10;  envies  Herod's  lums  and  their  wives,  xvi.  i.  2; 
C.  iii.  F«^'.  I-  *tr. ;  she  clears  herself,  ib. ;  Herod  forces 
her  ti>  be  married  to  Alexas  xvii.  i.  1;  she  di«rovers 
to  Herod  the  conspiracy  of  Antipater  and  Pheroras,  c. 
ii.  sect  4:  War.  i.  xxix.  1;  what  Herod  left  her  by  hi« 
wilt,  Antiq.  xvii.  viii.  Ij  what  Cesar  gave  ber,  c  xi 
sect  \ 

Salome,  Herod's  dauchter  by  Flpis.  Antiq.  xvii.  i.  3. 

Salome,  erand-dantchter  of  Hrrod  the  (.^reat  »nd  dauch- 
ter of  Herod  Plulip,  by  HerodijS,  Antiq.  xviii.  v.  4;  she 
is  married  to  Philip  the  lefach.  and  afterwards  to  Aris- 
tobulus,  the  grandson  of  Herod,  and  btother  of  Agrippa 
senior,  ih. 

Salt  sown  upon  tb&  ruins  of  a  demolished  town,  Antiq. 
V.  vii.  4. 

Ralt-tax,  and  cron  D-tax,  remitted  to  the  Jews  by  Deme- 
trius, Anliq.  X''\  ii.  ;'. 

tlamacha,  AbenneriR's  dtinghter.  Antiq.  xx.  iL  1. 

Samarallii,  Antiq.  xi\.  xiii.  5;  War,  i.  xiii.  5. 

Sam-iria  built,  Antiq.  viii.  xii.  5;  whence  its  name  was 
derived,  'b  ;  it  is  bvaiejed  by  the  Syrians  and  wond*-r- 
fully  relieved,  ix.  iv,  5;  a  mother  there  eats  her  own 
son  in  a  famine.  stL  4;  is  besieired  a'^rain  by  Hvrcanus, 
suffers  faraine,  is  taken  and  levelled  with  the  ground, 
Antiq   xiii.  X.  2,3;   War,  i.  ii.  7. 

Samaritans,  a  colony  from  Cntha  in  Persia,  Antiq.  ix. 
%iv,  3;  and  X.  ix.  7;  pretended  to  be  the  posterity  ol 
Jo»<?ph.  xi  viii.  >'>:  they  sometimes  doi.y,  and  soine- 
tiocs  profoAF  tbemaelvcs  Jews,  ix.  xiv.  3;  and  xi.  viii. 


6;  and  xii.  r.  5t  tbey  harau  the  Jew*  ait^ef  fitiiae, 
the  bi(;h-priest,  c  iv.  sect.  1 ;  pretend  to  be  SidoatattA, 
c.  T.  sect.  4;  tbeir  temple  upon  Mount  Gerizzim,  xi. 
viii.  7;  they  pollute  the  temple  nf  Jerusalem,  xviii.  ii. 
2;  they  areencmies  to  the  Jews,  xL  iv.  yj  and  xx.  vi.  1; 
ttiey  dispute  with  the  Jews  in  tuM't  about  their  temple, 
xiii.  iii.  4i  Ihey  give  Aotiocbus  the  title  of  a  god,  xiL 
V.  5. 

Samb.ibas.  Antiq.  xi.  iv.  9, 

Samea.*,  Pollio's  disciple,  Antiq.  xiv.  ix.  3:  and  xv.  i.  If 
c.  X.  sect.  4;  his  speech  against  Herod,  xiv.  ix.  4;  bs 
is  honoured  by  Herod,  ib. 

SamRar,  or  Semeaar.  Antiq.  x.  viii.  2. 

SampsiceramuK,  kin^  of  Emesa,  Antiq.  xviii.  t.  4. 

Samson's  birth,  Antiq.  v.  viiL  4;  he  marries  a  woman 
of  the  Philistines  seel.  6;  kills  a  lion,  ib. ;  proposes  a 
riddle  at  his  weddinr,  sect  t>;  burns  the  Philistine's 
com,  sect.  7;  he  is  delivered  np  to  the  Philistines,  sect 
H;  he  slays  litem  with  the  jaw-bone  of  an  ass,  ib. ;  he 
carries  lUe  irate  of  Gaza  away  upon  his  shoulders,  secL 
10;  he  falls  in  lote  with  Delilah,  sect.  11;  be  is  be- 
trayed  by  her.  sect.  11;  he  is  bound,  and  his  eyes  put 
out,  ih. ;  he  pulls  an  house  down  upon  the  Philistines, 
and  slays  three  thousand  of  them,  sect  12. 

Samuel  is  bom  and  consecrated  to  God.  Antiq.  ▼.  x.  3; 
God  calls  to  him,  sect  4;  he  conquers  the  Philistines, 
vi.  ii.  2:  his  sons  prove  very  bad  judges,  c.  iii.  sect.  2; 
he  is  otTended  at  the  people's  demanding  a  king,  sect 
3;  he  tells  the  people  the  manners  of  a  king,  sect,  o; 
c.  iv.  sect.  4;  threatens  Saul  with  the  loss  of  his  king- 
dom, c.  VI.  sect.  2;  anoints  David  to  be  king.  c.  vui. 
sect  2:  he  dies,  c.  xiii.  sect  6;  is  raised  out  of  Hades, 
and  loretells  S;iul's  death,  c.  xiv.  sect  2. 

Sanrtum  sanctonim,  or  doty  of  holies,  Antiq.  iii.  vi.  4. 

Sanhclrim  ut  Jerusalem,  Life,  ^ct.  12:  none  aould  b« 
put  to  death  but  by  the  sanhedrim,  Antiq.  xiv.  ix.  3^ 

Sapban.  or  >haphan,  the  scribe,  Aotiq.  x.  iv.  1. 

Sappinius.  Antiq.  xvi.  viii.  6. 

Sapphoni,  or  Zippora,  Modes'  wife,  Anliq.  iii.  tii.  1, 

Sarui,  or  ■'"arah.  Abraham's  wife,  Antiq.  i.  viii.  I;  she 
goes  with  him  into  l^gypt,  c.  viii.  sect.  1;  the  king  falls 
m  love  with  her.  ih.;  her  death,  c.  xiv.  sect.  1. 

Sardians,  their  decree  in  favour  ol  the  Jews,  Antiq.  xiv. 
X.  H. 

Sarea".  or  Seraiah.  hich-priest,  Antiq.  X.  viii.  5,  6. 

Sarepta,  or  Zarepbalh,  its  widow,  Antiq.  viii.  xiii.  2. 

Sarmatinns  invade  M>8ia,  \\  ar,  vii.  iv.  3. 

Saturnius  (Seotius),  prvsideot  of  Syria,  Antiq.  xvi.  x.  ft( 
c.  xi.  sect  3:  xvii.  i.  ] ;  c.  Hi.  s«ct  2;  and  c.  V.  tect 
2;    "ar.  i.  xxvii.  2. 

Sathrabuzans,  Antiq.  xi,  i.  3:  c.  tv.  sect.  4.  7. 

Saul,  son  of  Ki<-h,  Antiq.  vi.  iv.  1;  seeks  his  father*« 
asses,  and  comes  to  Samuel,  ib.;  dmes  with  Saniuet, 
and  seventy  others,  ib. ;  >amuel  anoiuts  hiin  for  king, 
ib. ;  he  is  actually  made  kiiii;.  M-ct. -j;  he  promises  to 
assist  the  Gileudites,  c.  v.  sect  2:  is  in^tuguraied  iigam, 
srcl.  4;  conquers  the  Pbilisline^.  c.  vi.  sect.:).-  his 
wars  and  laraiU,  sect  A-.  be  makes  war  on  the  Ama- 
lekites.  c  vii.  9*-cl.  1;  spates  Aeaif  aeainst  (vod's  com- 
mand, sect  2:  for  whicb  Samuel  foretells  him  ihe  Insa 
of  his  kiiied'jm.  sect.  4:  his  cruel  order  lor  miifdrnng 
Ahtmelech  and  the  priests,  c  xii.  sect  5,  Ac.;  being 
forsaken  of  God,  he  consults  with  a  necromantic  wo- 
man, c.  xiv.  sec'.  2|  his  death,  sect  7. 

<aul,a  ringleader  of  the  robbers.  Anliq.  xx.  ix.  4. 

Scarus,  nrenident  of  "yria.  Vlar,  i,  vi.  3.  &c. ;  c  vii.  sect. 
7;  and  c.  viii.  sect.  I;  he  rettims  into  Syria,  Anliq. 
XIV.  li.  3;  he  raises  the  siege  of  Jerusalem,  ib  J  his  ex- 
pedition into  Arabia,  c.  v.  sect.  1. 

Scopas,  general  of  Pi<<lemy*s  army,  defeated  by  Antio- 
chus  the  Great.  Antiq.  xii.  iii    I. 

Sea.  The  seventy  interpreters  wash  their  hands  in  the 
sea  before  they  begin  their  translation,  Antiq.  xii.  iL 
12. 

Sea  divided  for  the  Israelites,  Antiq.  it  XTi  L 

Sr-ba,  Antiq   i.  vi.  2. 

Sehas,  the  son  of  Illns,  Anliq.  vii.  xii.  A. 

Sect-*  of  the  Jews,  Anliq.  xiii.  v.  9;  and  xriil.  1,  J,  fte.| 
Life,  sect.  2;  \\\t.  ii.  viii.  2.  $cr. 

Sedecias,  or  Zedekiah,  a  f;«lse  prophet,  Antiq.  viii.  xv.  4. 

Sedeciait.  or  Zf-dekiah.  king  of  Jiidea,  Antiq.  x.  vii.  I, 
&c. ;  revolts  fmm  the  B.-ibylonians.  sect.  3;  calls  for 
Jeremiah's  advice,  serf,  r.;  i^  (Carried  captive  to  Babjr- 
lt>n,  c.  viii.  sect.  2;  his  death,  sect,  7. 

Sedition  amonc  the  prie>ts,  Antiq.  xx  viii.  8;  sedition 
nf  Ciir.ib  and  his  Inllowers,  i».  ii.  1,  &c. :  of  the  Israel- 
itr'S.  Antiq.  iii.  xiv.  J;  i*  quelled  by  Joshua,  ^ect  4t 
sedition  at  Ce^area  between  the  Jews  and  Syrians,  XX. 
ViiL  7. 
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anad  '^nt  to  dfath,  Anitq.  xriit.  tL  fi. 
8t%in.  il»e«crib*.  Antiq.  fit.  IT.  4. 

Klfi.*-,  qi.i-rti  f^l  >yria,  otherwise  Called  Cieopatrfc,  An- 

8^b-iirii«  p«wv^«^«  Syria  afhtr  Itir  dealh  of  Alexander  Ihf 

C,<fA\.  \flH\    xii.  i.i    h'"  is  cjllc(i   Niraii-r    (the   con- 

.'    qiitrror).  c.  iii.  stct  1 ;  hi»  bouuly  towards  the  Jews, 

Seieiicn*  S<>(er,  or  Pliilopater,  noQ  of  Aotiochus  the  Great. 

Antiq.  xii.  IV.  10. 
8e]mi-(i*,  v»n  oi  Antiochua  Grypus  Antiq.  »iiL  xiii.  4; 

hU  deit'h.  ih. 
*Ulla,  nr  ZilLih.  Limrclt'a  wife.  Aniiq.  I.  ii.  3. 
Solium,  or  Sliulltun.  AnliC].  xi.  ix.  I. 
b*m,  ur  Mirm,  Afiiq.  t.  iv.  I .  bi«  posteritf,  c  vi-  »ct  4. 
fiemeear.  or  Sainuar.  Aonq.  x.  Tiii.  :f. 
Semt-i.  I'T  Shrniei.  the  son  of  (»era.  Antiq.  *ii.  is.  4:  c. 

«i.  jLW-t.  2;  and  c  XV.  sect.  1 ;  he  i»  put  to  death  by 
.    Si>liinton,  Tiii.  '.  A. 
S^mrliiis  Antq.  \i.  li.  2. 

*tein(»roiiiii«  (Ca-ii-f,  son  of  Catu^.  Aniiq.  xiii.  il.  2. 
6.  tifh;tr.  t»r  Stirtm-h-r,  ^fiiiq.  t.  w.  I. 
8ciin-..-i»erih  in;*ke9  war  on  Hezekiah,  Antiq.  x.  i.  1 ;  bis 

death,  iwct.  & 
Senate  *if  Koine's  decree  conrerninp  the  Jews,  Antiq.  xii. 

s.  ti;  lh-->  r^-nrvr  tlieir  leairtie  with  the  Jew*,  xiv.  »iii. 

5:  another  decree  of  their*  concerning  the  Jews,  c.  x. 

»eet.  19. 
Sei'pSiin*  hurnt.  Aniiq.  xvii.  i.  9;  taken  by  Jo«ephu», 

I.  fr,  se.-t.  Ii7. 
S-raiah.  hich-priest,  Antiq.  X.  Tit!.  5,  6. 
ft-rvha-uv  Antiq.  xi.  lii.  10. 
Srron,  Rcoeral  of  the  array  of  Coclesyria,  Antiq.  Xii.  TiL 

Serpent  deprived  holh  of  speech  and  feet,  Antiq.  i.  i.  4. 

Krrne.  An'iq.  i.  Tt.  .5. 

Serviluis  ;Piibli«»),  his  letter  to  the  Milesians  in  favour 

of  the  Jews.  Antiq.  xiv.  x.  31. 
Pe^aC      See  Shi*hak. 
Sclh.  ran  of  Adam,  Aniiq.  i.  ii.  3;  his  posterity's  pulars 

in  the  land  of  ^irind.  ih. 
Pelhon.  king  of  Te^pt,  Aeainst  Apion,  l  »ct,  if\ 
Seih.>i>i..  or  bcsostris.  liing  of  Egypt,  Againil  Apion.  i. 

^pventh  day.      f'ee  Sabhalh. 

SeTeniy-tw"  inlerprett-M  sent  hy  Eleazar,  the  hich-pnest, 
with'lhebool.»ol  the  law,  Ahiiq.  xii.  ii.  10;  iheir  arn- 
Tafat  Alexandria,  ih.:  they  bring  with  them  llie  law 
written  upon  parchment  in  eolden  letters,  ib. ;    lh«-y 
wash  in  the  (tea  helore  they  fal  \o  their  work,  sect  Ii; 
they  fini«.h  the  translation  in  seTcnty-iwo  days,  lb. 
Sc\lus  CK*-r,  president  of  Svria.  Aoliq.  xiv.  ix.  2,  4; 
War,  i.  X.  T,  «cc.;  he  is  slain  by  Cecifius  Bassus,  c.  xi. 
sect.  I. 
Shiidrach,  Antiq.  x.  i.  1. 
Shnllnm.  Antiq.  ix.  ix.  1. 
S^ialmaneser.     See  Salmanaiser. 
^hamegar,  son  of  Anatb,  succeeds  Ehud  as  judge,  Aniiq. 

V.  i».  '1. 
Sharezer.  Antiq.  x.  f.  5. 
Sheba.  Antiq.  i.  vi,  2. 
Sberhem,  the  place  of  Josbna's  habitation,  Antiq.  v.  i. 

19.  2H. 
^hechfoiiles  meat  Alexander  the  Great,  Anltq.  XL  Tin. 
i>;  tlieir  tindred  witli  Ra^el,  HJoses"  falber-in-law,  vj. 
Tii.  X 
Shrkel,  a  coin  equal  to  foar  Attic  dracbmiE,  .\ntiq  iii. 

»iii.  3. 
Shriti,  Aniiq.  i.  It.  1 ;  his  posterity,  c.w.  sect.  4. 
Shrmehpr.  king  ot  Zehoim,  Aoliq.  i   ix.  1. 
Stiirld  covered  the  left  eye  in  war,  Antiq.  Tj.  t.  1. 
Shield,  a  token  of  league  belu  een  the  Jews  and  Romans. 

^lltlq.  xiv.  viii.  .\ 
Shimei,  MJii  of  Gera,  Antiq.  viL  ix.  4;  c.  xi.  sert  2;  c. 

xvii.  sect.  I .   put  tu  d«alh  by  Solnnion,  viii.  i.  .5. 
Stiip<  Kent  to  Pontus  and  Thrace  under  Ahaziah,  son  of 

Ahab,  Autiq.  xi.  i  4. 
SbisH;ik,  nr  Sesac.  kinR  of  Egypt,  Antiq.  vii.  v.  3;  and 

viii.  vii.  !^:  o,  X    seel.  3. 
Sihas.  or  Zibah.   Antiq.  vii.  T.  5;    c  iX,  aecL  3;    Saul's 

freed  man,  c.  xi.  sect.  :J. 
S  blwrhai,  the  llittile,  AnUq.  Ti.  xii.  2. 
Siciri',  or  banditti,  flee  to  Alexandria,  ^''ar,  vii.  x.  1; 

e.^nnot  be  forced  to  own  Cjesar  lor  their  lord,  ib. 
Sicbnn,  or  :^iti»o,  king  of  the  Arnontes,  conquered,  An- 
tiq. iv.  V.  1,  &c. 
Pirton,  Antiri.  i    vi,  2.    - 
Si^n^.ippemricg  before  the  dntyct'ivn  of  J*ru>al»m.\V«r 


SilantUiPTCsidCTtt  Af  ffyrfa.  Antiq.  rrtil.  ii.  4. 

^tl -s.  eovemor  of  Tibrrias,  lile.  sect.  17,53. 

Silas,  lyntnr  of  l.yaiasi,  Aniiq.  xiv.  iii.  9. 

.>i!as  an  allendutit  oti  k  n<  Ajrnppa  vnior.  in  l<n  adTer* 

silips.  Autiq.  xviii  vi.  7;  and  xix.  vii.  1.-  Iir  hfCMHiet 

troublesome  to  Ibe  k.iDg,  ib.;  be  is  killed,  c.  viii.  sect, 

3. 
Siltis,  a  Dabylonian.  War,  ii.  xix.  3;  aad  iii.  ii.  4. 
Silo,  a  Itumun  cai'tnifi.  Antiq.  xtv.  xx.   1 — ■> 
HUo.  or  Sliiloh,  a  town  wlieie  llie  tabernacle  was  Oxed, 

Aniiq.  V  i.  lU,  ^1. 
Silva  (FKtviii?),  L'ovcTnor  of  Judea,  War,  vii.  viii.  1;  h* 

besieees  ^luAAda,  wrci.  2,  6. 
Si'ver  of  little  value  in  tiie  days  of  Solomon,  Antiq.  riii. 

vii.  2. 
Siioron.  son  of  Gamali**!.  Uar.  iv.  iii.  9. 
Simun,  !M)n  ol  |{i*elhii!i.  m»de  hi.h-pnest.  Antiq.  xv.  ix.3; 

hisdau«-htermarried  to  llerud,  ib.;  be  is  deprived,  xv^i, 

iv.  2, 
Simon,  Fon  of  Camithi,  madf  hi^h-priest,  Antiq.  xvla. 

li   -2 
Sitmin.  snn  of  Bnethns.  aumamed  Cantheraa,  made  high 

prie^it,  Aniiq.  xix.  vi.  i;  be  is  deprived,  seel.  4. 
Simon,  son  nt  Cathlj*,  \t'af,  iv.  iv.  2. 

Simon  the  Just,  F.ieazir's  brother,  hi^h-priest,  Aoliq.  xiL 

il.  4;  c.  iv.  secL  1. 
Simon,  son  of  Oiiias  the  high-priest,  dies,  Antiq.  XiL  iT. 

10. 
Simon,  the  Pssen.  a  prophrt.  Antiq.  xvii.  xiij,  3, 
Simon,  son  of  tiioras.  War,  ii.  xii.  -1 ;  ond  iv.  ix.  3 :  flghta 
with  Ilie  Zfalois,  iv.  tx.  •>;  conquers  Idnmea.  t;tt\.  7; 
is  made  prisoner,  and  referred  fi»r  the  triumph,  War, 
vii.  2;  is  put  Iti  death  at  the  trinmph,  c.  v.  s»'Cl.  (u 
Simon,  brother  of  Judas  and  Jsnullian.  the  Marcabees, 
beats  the  enemy  in  Galilee,  A  nliq.  xii.  viii.  2;  is  made 
captain  of  Ibe  J»-ws.  r.  x.  s»-ct  <>;  be  make?  a  speech 
1o  them,  xi,i.  VI.  3;  is  made  Iheir  prince,  sect.  3,  4 ;  is 
made   liiub.priesf,  sect.  G;    ^^':ir,  i.  IL  2;    is  killed  by 
Ptolemy  his  son-in-law,  jiecl.  3 
Simon,  son  of  Arjniis,  U  ar.  * .  vi.  1, 
S'mon,  son  of  Di;«iihf««.  Antiq.  xiii.  ix.  2. 
Simon,  captain  of  the  ldurae,ins  at  Jerusalem,  M'ar,  It. 

iv.  \. 
S'mor,  a  lifegnard-man  to  Josephns,  Life,  sect  2& 
S'nion,  of  Jerusalem.  Antiq.  xix.  vii.  4. 
Simon,  a  matpeian,  Antiq.  xx.  vii.  2. 
Simon,  a  Pharisee,  Life,  sect    :18. 
S  m.n  Psclliis,  Jo^ephns's  er.i ndfather,  IJft,  sect.  I. 
Simon,  a  senant  of  Herod,  assumes  the  crown,  Antiq. 

svii.  X.  6. 
Simon,  son  of  Saul,  War,  ii.  xviii.  4. 
S  inon  peisuades  the  peoptt*  to  exrtude  Agrippa  from  tba 

temple,  Aniiq   xix.  vii.  4. 
S'munides  Aerippx  Joseplius*i'  son,  Life,  sect  76. 
Siphar,  the  Ammonite,  Antiq.  vii,  ix.  8 
Sisera,  oppresses  the  Israelites,  Antiq.  v.  v.  1;  is  killed 

by  Jael,  st-ct.  4. 
Sisines,  Aniiq.  xi.  i.  3;  governor  of  Syria  and  Pboenicia. 

c.  iv,  sect.  4,  7 
Slaugblrr,  the  greatest  that  ever  was  in  one  battle,  Ao- 
liq. viii.  xi.  3. 
Sodomites  and  their  associates  conquered  by  the  Assy- 
rians, Antiq.  i.  ix. 
Sodomiies  so  wicked  that  they  are  burnt  with  Sre  from 

heaven,  A  ntiq.  i.  xi 
Sohemus,  telrarch.  Antiq.  xvii.  iii,  2;  Life,  sect.  IL 
Stihemus,  kio^  of  tmesa,  succeeds  bis  brother  Azizus, 

Antiq.  XX.  viii.  4;  War,  vii.  vii.  1, 
Sohemus  of  Iturea,  Aniiq.  xv.  vi.  5;  betrays  Herod's 
secret  order  for  killii>^  Mariamoe,  c.  vii,  sect.  1^  is  put 
to  death  bj  Herod,  sect.  4. 
Solomon,  son  of  Havid,  Antiq.  vii.  iii.  3;  promised  to 
David,  c.  iv.  sect.  4;  born,  c.  vii.  sec4.  4;  anointed 
and  proclaimed  kin?,  c.  xiv.  sect.  5,  anointed  and  pro- 
claimed a  second  time,  sect.  II;  marries  Pharaoti'3 
daughter,  Aniiq.  viii.  ii.  1 ;  determines  the  case  of  two 
barlols  sect.  2;  his  power,  Krandeur,  and  wisdom, 
sect.  3,  &c.;  the  hooks  he  wrote,  seel.  5;  his  letter  to 
Hiram,  king  of  Tyre,  sect.  G;  he  builds  the  temple, 
sect  9;  and  c.  iii.,  his  addresses  to  God  and  the  peo- 
ple after  it  was  built,  r.  iv.  sect.  2,  &c. ;  be  offers  abun- 
dance of  sacritices,  '^cX.  4;  he  builds  himself  a  rojal 
palace,  c.  v.  sect  I,  &r. ;  soUes  the  problems,  proposed 
by  the  king  oI  lyre,  sect.  ;i;  Dius  says  Solomon  could 
not  solve  them  ;ill.  ib. ;  he  fortifie>*  Jerusaleno,  and 
buL  <i9  <i«vern(  townn,  c,  vt,  sect.  \;  JajK  a  tax  OD  the 
remainioE  Canaaniles,  sect.  3,  tils  out  a  fleet  MCt  4; 
hi»  zreai  ncbr-s.  r.  vii.  sect.  2;  his  immoderate  loveof 
women,  sect  0;  his  death,  sect  tk 
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Solymip,  or  Salem,  the  old  name  of  Jenualem,  Antiq. 
Tii.  uL  2. 

Sophonius,  or  Zephaniah,  the  Beeond  priest,  Antiq.  x. 
TiiL  6. 

Sosibius,  of  Tarentum.  Antiq.  ziL  li.  2. 

Sosiu8,a  Bomau  captaiD  in  Judea,  Antiq.  xlr.  XT.9;  c. 
XT!,  scci.  I  ;  joius  wilh  Hercd  at^ainst  Anli.^oniis,  lb. ; 
War.  i.  xvii.  2;  be  take^  Antieonus  prisoner,  and  car- 
ries him  to  AntboD^,  AoUq.  xiv.  xvi.  4;  V\ar,  i.  xtUL 

Souts  of  heroes,  stain  in  war,  supposed  to  be  placed 

amonc  tbe  Atarm  VI  ar,  vL  i.  6. 
Speerb  of  Hen>d  to  his  army,   Antiq.  iv.  w.  3;    to  the 

people,  c.  x>.  sfrcr.   1:  speech  of  Mosex  to  Corah  and 

the  people,  tv.  IL  4,  &c. ;  to  the  people  before  bts  death, 

c.  viii.  sect.  I. 
Spies  sent  by  Moses,  lo  riew  the  land  of  Canaan,  Antiq. 

iiL  xiv.  1.  ficci  hy  Jtishua  to  Jericho,  v.  i.  I;  ibeybho^ 

back  a  faithful  account,  nect.  2. 
Spoils  of  barbarians  reposited  !□  Herod's  temple,  Aottq. 

XV    li.  J, 
Spoils  in  war  to  be  equally  divided  bclwecD  those  that 

fiifht  aod  those  Uial  guard  the  bageas^,  Antiq.  vi.  xit. 

6. 
Stars  suppowd  to  have  tbeiT  virtue  from  the  son  and 

moon.  Anliq    ti.  ii.  'X 
S'ecbiis,  Anliq.  xviii.  vi.  7. 
St'-phanus  Cesar's  servant,  Antiq.  xx.  v. -I;  War,  it. xii. 

2. 
Sterility  of  the  country  is  one  of  the  paoishmenls  for  the 

king's  doing  til,  Antiq.  vii.  ir.  -i, 
Stmtt»n  tyrannizes  over  Ber«a,  Antiq.  xiii.  x(v.  3. 
Suhjects  follow  the  manners  ot  tbeir  princes,  Antiq.  riii, 

X.3. 
8*ini<jb*-r,  or  Shemeber.  king  of  Zeboim,  Antiq.  i.  ix.  1. 
Soi'plicints  in  Svnu,  used  to  come  with  a  halter  about 

their  heads,  Anliq.  viii.  xiv.  4. 
S'<r,  or  Zur,  a  kineof  the  Midinnites,  Antiq.  ir.  vii.  1. 
S>lla,  a  captain  of  king  Agrippa's  life-guards.  Life,  sect. 

7L 
8yMeu%an  Arabian,  first  minister  to  king  Obod us,  An- 
liq. xvi.  vii.  6;   War,  L  xxiv.  6;  c.   xwii.  st-cL   1;    lie 

goes  to  Rome,  xvi.  ix.  ■>:  accuse  flenid  before  Aiiffiis- 

tii-s  seel.  3;  demands  Silome  in  marriage,  c.  vii.  sect. 

6:  is  rrfnsed  because  he  would   not  turn  Jew.  ib,;  is 

charged    wilh  several    murders,  xvii.  iiL   2:   is  accuwrd 

before  Atu'vistus  hy  Nicolaus  of  Damascus,  Aottq.  xvi. 

X.  8;  recei|ed  sentence  of  deith.  sect.  9, 
Sy^edrion,  or  Sanhedrim.     S;  e  Sanhedrim, 
Svrian  comm«ditie",  Anltq,  ii.  iii.  3. 
SyrinnV  hatred  to  the  Jews,  War,  i.  iv.  3;  a  Syrian  Ling 

of  Alesopoumia,  Antiq.  vii.  vL  1. 

Tabernacle  hnilt,  Antiq.  iiL  vi.  1;  its  description,  sect 
2j  its  puriflc.iiion.  c  viiu  sect.  3. 

Tabemiicies  (Fciat  of),  a  creat  festival  of  the  Jews,  An- 
tiq. viii.  iv.  I  i  and  xr.  iiu  3;  celelTated  in  war  by  the 
leave  of  king  Antioi  hus,  xiii  viii  2;  celebrated  for 
fourteen  day*  upon  ilw  dedication  o(  folomoo's  temple, 
viii.  iv.  .5;  Jews  tl>en  carry  boughs  wilh  fruit,  whereby 
Alexander  the  liicli-priest  was  pelted,  xiii.  xiiL5;  Jews 
then  fixf-d  tabernacles  m  ihe  temple.  War,  vi.  v.  3;  it 
is  celebrated  after  the  Babylonian  captivity,  Antiq.  xL 
ir.  1 1  c,  V.  sect.  o. 

Table  ("f  shew  bread),  eolden.  made  hy  Ptolemy,  Antiq. 
xii.  ii.  7,  &r,;  wilti  his  cups,  and  rials,  sect  9. 

Table,  l>elphtc,   Antiq.  iii.  vi.  7. 

Tahle  in  the  curt  of  tbe  priests,  Anliq.  iiL  vj.  7- 

T.ichas  Anl.q.  L  vi.  5. 

Taneanas  Antiq.  xi.  iv.  9. 

Tartan,  a  captain  of  the  Assyrians,  Antiq.  x.  L  1, 

Tears,  natural  signs  of  great  joy  or  sorrow,  Aotiq.  xii. 
ii    10. 

Teba.  Antiq.  i.  vi.  5l 

Temple  built  upon  Mount  Gerizzim,  Anliq.  x.  niL  7; 
and  xiii.  iii.  4;  like  to  that  at  Jerusalem,  xi.  viii.  1. 

Temple  built  by  Herod  near  Paneas,  in  booourof  Augus- 
tns,  Anliq    x'v.  x.  3;   War,  L  xxi.  3. 

Temple  of  the  coMen  calf,  W';ir.  iv.  i.  I. 

Temples  in  Eeypt,  many  and  different,  Antiq.  xiii.  iii.  I. 

Temples  of  the  CaoaanUes  were  to  be  demolished,  An- 
tiq. iv.  viii.  2. 

Temple*  of  foreien  nations  not  to  be  plundered,  nor  their 
donations  tal^eii  awav,  Antiq,  iv.  viii.  10. 

Temple  of  Hercules  and  Astarle,  at  Tjre,  Anliq.  viii  v. 
3 

Temple  of  Demus  and  ihe  Graces  at  Athens,  Aniiq.  xiv. 
viiL  o. 

Temple  of  Belum.  »t  BabyUa^  Ai^tit^,  «-  »«:^  ^  ^^„ 


Temple  bnilt  hy  Herod  at  Samaria,  Antiq.  it.  tUI.  5. 
Temple  (Uerod's)  at  Jerusalem  described,  Antiq.  it.  Ix 

3,6. 
Temple  Onias  in  EgTpt^  built  like  that  at  Jerusalem 

Antiq.  xiL  x.  7  ;  and  xilL  iiL  1, 3;  ex.  secU  4 ;  ant' 

XX.  X. 

lempte  ot  Uiana  at  Elemaia,  Antiq.  xii.  ix.  )  ;  of  Uagon 
at  Ashdud  or  Azotus,  xiiL  iv.  4;  of  Apollo  at  Gaxa,  c. 
xitL  sect.  3. 

Temple  of  Jerusalem  rebuilt  by  Zorobabel,  Antiq,  xi.  i. ; 
c.  iv.  aect  3,  &c.;  xx.  x.:  the  Jews  hindered  in  build- 
ing it,  xL  2;  they  go  on  hy  order  of  U.triun,  c  i».  seel. 
1,  ii-C;  it  is  finished  in  seven  years,  secL?,-  sixty  cu- 
bits  li>wer  than  Solomon's  temple,  xv.  xL  1;  it  is  plun- 
dered by  Antiochos  Eptpbanes,  xiL  v.  4.-  taken  by 
Pompey,  and  its  most  holy  place  seen  by  him,  but 
Without  detriment  thereto,  xiv.  iv.  4;  War,  i.  viL  •»; 
new  built  by  Herud,  Antiq.  xv.  xL  3:  burnt  by  Titus, 
War.  vL  iv.  5,  &c. ;  ntiis  goes  intu  tbe  most  holy  plate, 
sect.  7. 

Temple  of  Solomon  described.  Antiq.  viii.  iii.  2,  icc.t  de- 
dicated by  S'llumon,  sect.  4;  foreigners  could  iito  but  to 
a  certain  partition  wall  in  Herod's  .temple,  xv,  xi.  ^i 
wiinieu  excludrd  the  two  inner  court!),  ib.;  open  to  Sa- 
maritans and  other  nations  for  prayer,  xL  it.  3i  Da- 
vid's armory  in  the  temple,  ix.  viL  2;  tax  out  of  the 
temple  treasure  remitted  by  Demetrius  xiti.  iL  3;  Da- 
niel's proi'hecyuf  Anliucbus'  prufaoaliou  of  tbe  temple 
rulfilled.  xii.  vii.  6. 

Tephetus  of  Garsi.*,  War.  v.  xL  5. 

Temh,  Abruhani*s  father,  Antiq,  L  vi,  S, 

Terebinth,  or  turpentine  tree,  near  Uebron,  soppoaed  a> 
old  a!t  the  world.  War,  iv.  ix.  7.  ^ 

Terentius  or  Turnus  Rufus,  War,  viL  iL 

Teresh.  Antiq.  xL  vL4-  _j 

Teridaleft,  ur  I  indates,  king  of  Armenia,  Antiq.  xx.  IlL 
3;  War,  viL  vii.  7. 

Tero.  an  old  soldier,  Antiq.  xvL  ix.  4,  Sec. ;  War.  Lxxvii. 
-I,  &c  ;  cliari^ed  with  treason  by  Trypho,  Herod's  bar- 
ber. secL  5l 

Tethmosis,  or  Thumosis,  king  of  Egypt,  Against  Apion, 
L  14.  io,  26. 

TetrarcbieK,  Antiq.  xiii.  ir.  9. 

1  hamar.  David's  dauehler,  Anliq.  vii.  iii.  3, 

Thamar,  Absalom's  daughter,  married  to  Aeboboam,  Aa- 
liij.  vu.  X.  3. 

Thuumaslus.  Antiq.  xviii.  vi.  6. 

Tht-atres  erected  at  Jerusalem  by  Herod,  Antiq.  XT.  riil, 
1;   War,  1.  xxi.  8;  at  Ce^area,  Antiq.  it.  ix.  & 

Tliefi.  bow  punished  by  tbe  law  of  Moses,  Antiq.  It. riii. 
27,  &c. 

Thema&ius,  Antiq.  xiiL  iiL  4. 

Theudurus,  sod  of  '''^uo,  Antiq.  xiii.  xiiL  3:  War,  i.  It. 
2. 

Theodosius.  Aotiq.  xiii.  iii.  4. 

1  be«pliilus.  son  of  Ananus  depriTcd  of  tbe  taiglr-priest- 
hoi>d.  Anliq.  xix.  vi.  2. 

Theuphilus,  brother  of  Jonathan,  mad.  higb-pnest.  An* 
tiq.  xviiL  v.  3. 

I'heimus,  a  Roman  ambasiador,  Agaiojt  Apion,  iL  sect 
3. 

Thermu'^a,  Phraataces's  concubine,  and  then  wift,  An- 
tiq. Tvtii.  iL  4 

Theudas,  an  impostor,  Antiq.  xx.  r.  1. 

Theudioo,  brother  of  Doris,  Antipater^s  mother,  Aotiq. 
xvii.  iv.  2, 

Thobel.  or  Tubal  Cain,  Antiq.  L  ii.  1. 

Tholoroy,  son  of  Soheraus.  Antiq.  xiv.  Tiii.  1, 

Thumosis,  or  Tethmosis,  king  ot  Egjpt,  Against  Aptoo, 
i.  sect.  14,  15,  2h. 

Thryeammes,  or  Togarmah,  Antiq.  L  vL  I. 

Tiberius  Alexander,  procurator  of  Judea,  Antiq.  xx.  ▼. 
2. 

Tiberius  Alexander,  governor  of  Alexandra,  War,  iL 
xviiL  7;  and  v.  L  6;  he  brings  Egypt  over  to  Vespa- 
sian, iv.  X.  &. 

Til>erius  the  emperor.  Antiq.  xviii.  ii.  4;  War,  ii.  ix.  2, 
O;  his  dilatory  p'oceediogs,  Antiq.  xviii.  vL  5;  his 
skill  in  astroloey,  sect.  9;  bis  prognostic  of  a  succetaor 
ib.;   his  death,  ib. 

Tibni,  Antiq.  viiL  xiL  5. 

Ttdal,  Antiq.  L  ix. 

Tinlathpileser,  king  of  Assyria,  Antiq.  tx.  xi.  I. 

Tieranes,  king  of  Armenia.  Anliq.  xiii  xvL  4[  and  XT 
iv.  3;  and  xviii.  v.  I;  War,  L  v.  3:  c.  xxriiL  seet.  1. 

Tienanes,  son  of  Alexander  and  Ulapb^ia,  ADtiq.  xvttL 


TimaiiR,  king  of  Firvpt.  Against  Apinn. 
Ti-nidius,  Antfq.  xix.  LA 
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Timius,  A  CTpriot,  Antiq.  xrilL  x.  4. 

Timotheu^  Antiq.  xii.  »iii.  1,  3|  he  i»  pat  to  fligat  by 
Judas,  wet.  4. 

Ttm*,  Antiq.  i    vi.  L 

riri<l*trm  kifiK  of  Armenia,  Antiq.  XT.  hi.  X 

rilhr*  and  ^i^^t-f^iil!>,  fiiTpn  lo  Ihe  Levile*.  Antiq.  it.  iv. 
3;  thrir  ii!f»ea  or  tenth  y\rt%  giTen  lo  the  priests,  sect- 
4.  ihis  law  restored  by  HrzekJab,  ix.  xiti.  3. 

Tiiiiif,  prr«dcnlof  Sjria.  Aniiq.  XtL  ».ii.  f\ 

fltiM  Cesar,  son  of  Vespssian,  teot  to  Alexandn'a.War, 
iii.  ;.  J;  he  brings  a  e^eat  number  of  troop*  to  Vespa- 
•  »i«n,  c  IT,  sect.  2;  bis  piety  towards  bis  father,  c.  »ii. 
»rct.  'ii,  hir  and  Vespasian  taLe  Jolapata,  aecU  31;  his 
mitdness  toJo$ephus,c.  viiLsect.  8,^;  he  issmt  against 
Tahcheae.  c  x.  siect.  1 ;  liis  valour  in  this  expedition. 
aecl.  J;  his  speech  to  the  soldiers,  sect.  4;  lie  takesTa* 
hclieae,  serL  ■^;  he  hi  sent  lo  Kome.  with  king  Aicrippa, 
to  complimeDl  Oalba.  iv.  ix.  i;  the  order  of  his  amiy, 
V.  ii.  I ;  he  arrives  at  Jerusalem,  and  is  exposed  to  preat 
danger,  sect  I,  2;  his  enat  valour,  sect.  2,  5;  his  great 
cotfern  to  aave  Jenisaiem,  c.  ix.  sect,  tf ;  and  the  tem- 
ple, iri.  it  4:  c  iv.  sect  3;  his  speech  to  his  soldiers, 
c  i.  sect.  .5;  he  receives  acclamations  from  the  army. 
c.  vt.  sr-ct  1 .  his  speeches  to  the  Jewish  tyrants,  sect 
8;  he  a-vribes  the  conquest  of  the  city  to  Gi»d,  r.  is. 
seel,  I:  he  thants  the  army  and  distributes  rewards 
Tii  ii.  3i  ;«let>rates  his  father's  and  brother'a  birth, 
days,  c.  iii.  sect.  I;  is  (freatly  moTed  at  tJ)«  <'?htof  the 
rains  of  Jeru»1em,  c  v.  sect  2;  he  makes  preat  shows, 
c.  V.  sect.  I ;  comes  to  Aotioch,  sect.  2;  and  to  Rome, 
sect.  3;  what  perwms  he  carried  with  him  for  the 
tri'impb,  ih. ;  his  approbation  of  Josephus's  history. 
Life,  sect.  05;   his  cenenisi'y  to  Jnsephus,  sect  73h 

Tohias's  sons  eipelied  Jerusalem,  War,  i,  i.  2, 

Tosarmah,  Antiq.  i.  vi.  1. 

1'opiirch:e<«  (three)  or  prefectures,  added  to  Judea,  Antiq. 
xiii.  iv.  9, 

Towrr  of  Bahel,  and  the  Sib)t*s  testimony  coacerniDg  it. 
Ant  q.  L  iv. 

Tfanbnnites  reb'l,  Aniiq.  xvi  ix.l. 

trnditions  of  the  Pliarispes,  onwritten,  Antiq.  viii.  x.  6. 

Tr.ijjin,  captain  dl  the  leuth  leeion.  U  ar.  iiu  vii   31. 

Tr-inalalion  i»f  ihe  law,  made  by  sevenly-Iwo  elders,  Ad- 
I'q.  X'i,  ii.  12;    Against  Apiou,  ii.  ^eCt.  4. 

Treasure  (secret)  kept  in  the  temple  by  some  of  tbe 
piicsis.  Aiitiq.  Xi.  v.  2. 

Tribes  of  Israel,  and  their  portions  of  land  determined  by 
lilt,    An'iq.  T.  i.  22. 

Tribute  paid  out  of  Judea  to  Aniiochiis  Pio",  Antiq.  xiii 
Tni.  3;  Krt-at  men  larm  such  tributes,  xii.  iv.  J;  poll- 
money  p.iid  Ihe  kings  of  Syria  by  the  Jew%  xiii.  ii.  ll; 
ten  ti'ou^and  drachmie  piid  out  of  the  temp'e  to  them, 
ib. :  three  hundred  talents  paid  by  Jonathun  tr  ^Vcme- 
trios  for  tribute-  c.  iv.  sect  9;  Jews  freed  from  pavinij 
such  tribute  h\  Simon  the  Macc->bre,  c  vr,  seel.  6;  high- 
prie^is  iijed  to  pay  twenty  talents  iribiile  to  the  kings 
of  Ecyi't  out  of  their  own  revenm-*,  xii.  17.  I;  pnll- 
mnney  and  rrown-tax.  See.,  forgivt-n  the  principal 
ordff«>(>f  the  Jews  hy  Anli^chus  the<ireat,  C-  iii.  sect  6. 

Triumphal  eate  at  Rurne,  War,  vii.  v.  4. 

Tnumiihal  pomn  described.  War,  vii.  v.  4,  5,  &c. 

Trnpiiies  givr  offence  lo  the  Jews,  Antiq.  xv.  viiL  1. 

Trumppt,  iis  invention  anl  fonn.  Antiq.  iii.  xii.  6. 

Truth  .ind  jnst-ce  complained  lo  be  gone  out  of  the  world, 
A'l'iq.  xvi.  XI.  4. 

Truth  and  arcurary  lo  heohvrv»-d  by  an  historian,  Antiq, 
xiv.  i.  1;  obscrvrd  accordingly  by  Jusephus,  Life,  sect 

Trvpho,  tbe  t>T3nt.  brines  yonnR  Anti'»chn^  b-ick  lo  !*yH^, 
Aniiq.  xiii.  v,  3;  his  i^rridious  brhaviour  lo  the  ^ame 
Aniiochus,  c  vi.  sect.  I:  be  draws  Jofia'han  into  a 
siiar*-,  sect.  I, '2;  he  makes  an  irrtiptioo  into  Judea. 
•rct.  4:  imposes  upon  "^imon,  il>. ;  kills  Jonathan,  sect. 
5;  hf  caus'-s  Aniiochus,  who-*  iruarcian  he  was,  to  he 
killed,  c.  viL  sect  1 ;  h**  is  made  king  hy  the  army,  ib, . 
he  IS  killed  at  Apamia,  sect.  2. 

Tr^pho.  kinc  Hrrud's  hart>er,  Antiq.  xvi.  ix.  6,  &c.; 
W;*r,  i.  xxvii.  5. 

Trvph>.  king  Ptolemy's  darlisg.  Antiq.  xii.  iv.  9. 

T'ih:il.Cain.  Antiq.  i.  it  2. 

Ty.innius  Priscna.  War.  ii.  xix.  4. 

Tvran:iMH,  depntilioD  against  Alexander,  Antiq.  xtL  x. 
h;    \*  ar.  i.  xxvi.  ;J. 

Tvre.  wl»en  built  Anttq.  viii.  i;i.  I. 

Tyre,  oppressed  dy  Marum.  Aniiq.  xiv   xii.  I. 

Tyrp,  besTe^cd  seven  months  by  Alexander  the  Great, 
Antiq   xi.  viii.  4. 

Tj  rf-t  ^  *^ '*^™^  "'^  castle  built  by  Hyrcanus,  Antiq.  xii. 


Tyriaos,  their  pod  Daal,  Antiq.  ix.  vl,  6j  their  aneifol 
records.  Against  Apion,  t  sect  17;  they  beat  the  Assy^ 
rians  at  sea,  Aniiq.  ix.  xiT.  2;  their  temple  of  Jupiter 
Olyropius,  viiL  v.  3;  Agaiut  Apion,  i.  sect  18;  erf 
Hercules,  ib  j  of  Astarie,  ib. 

Valerian,  a  rtenirion.  War,  iii,  ix.  7. 

Valerius  Gratus.  procurator  of  Judea,  Antiq.  xviii.  iii.  % 

Valerius  Asialicus.  Antiq.  xii.  i.  14,20.  ? 

Varo,  president  ol  Syno,  Antiq.  xv.  x.  I.  ■  •     X 

Varus  ((iuintilius),  president  of  Syria,  Antiq^  zrij.  ¥..'9. 
6;  r,  IX.  sect  3;  l.ile,  sect.  II;  W  ar,  i.  xxxi.  5;  And 
ii.  iii.  I ;  he  comes  to  saccoar  !»abinus,  Antiq.  xvii.  x. 
9;  War,  It,  V.  1;  be  puoisbes  tbe  mutineers,  Aoliq. 
xvii.  X.  I,  9,  10 

Vashti,  wife  of  kinp  Artaxerxes,  Antiq.  xL  tL  1. 

Vattnius,  .Antiq.  xix.  i.  13. 

Veils  of  the  labemacle,  Antiq.  iii.  vii.  7. 

Venlidiiis  Bassos,  bribed  by  Antignnus,  Antiq.  xiv.  xIt, 
6;  c.  XV.  wet,  I;  sent  to  ref>el  the  Pjriliians.  War,  i. 
XV.  3:  he  kills  Pacorus  in  battle,  aud  defeats  tbe  Par* 
thians,  Antiq.  xiv.  xv  7. 

Veranius,  Antq.  xix.  iii.  4. 

Vespasian  an3  Titus*s  genemsity  towards  the  Jrwa«  An- 
tiq. xii.  iii.  2;  bis  Wars  in  Judea,  War,  buok  iii.  and  iv. 
at  large. 

Victory  does  not  depend  on  number*,  b'lt  or  »^!('or.  An- 
tiq. i.  X.  1 ;  and  on  piety  townrds  (lod.  Aniiq.  xti.  viu  1. 

VindrX  rehels  aeainst  Nero,  \\  ar,  iv.  Ti:i„  ' 

Vine  (golden)  in  Herod's  temple,  Aniiq.  xt.  xiu.  3^  an- 
other srnl  lo  Home,  xiv,  iii    1. 

Vinicius  (Marcus),  ^nliq.  xii.  i.  14. 

Virtue  its  own  rt-ward,  Antiq.  iv.  viii.  2. 

Vt.l'ics  (rojal),  Aniiq.  vii.  xv.  2. 

Vitellius,  president  of  Syria,  Antiq.  xv.  xi,  4:  War,  vii. 
iv.  2;  lie  is  hii;hly  treated  hv  the  Jews,  Antiq.  xriii. 
iii.  3;  c.  V.  sect  3j  his  exprditton  auainsl  Aretai,  ib. ; 
is  nnlered  by  Tiher>us  to  enter  into  an  alliance  witb 
Art-ibanus,  r.  iv,  sect  4. 

Vilellius  is  made  emperor  aAer  Utho,  War,  iv.  ix.  9;  he 
is  slain,  c.  XI.  sect.  4. 

V^iteliius  Proiiiliis.  Antiq.  xix.  vi.  3. 

Unimidius  Quadratus,  president  of  Syria,  Antiq.  xx.  vi. 

Unexpected  events  the  most  shocking,  Antiq.  v.  ix.  3. 
Unleavrned  bread.     See  Pass.ivrr. 
Voice  heard  m  the  temple,  W';ir,  vi.  v.  3. 
Vologesses,  king  ol  Parthia.  ^nijq.  xx.  iv.  2;  War.  vii. 

V.  '2;  c.  vii.  sert.  3;  he  declares  »ar  agiinst  Izates, 

Aniiq.  xx.  iv.  2. 
Vohimnius.  procurator  of  Syria,  Antiq.  xvi.  ix.  Ij  c.  x4. 

«rt:l;   \iiir.  i.  xxvii.  1.2- 
Vonunes,  Antiq.  xviii.  ii.  A, 
Vow  of  Jephilia  to  saTilice  his  daughter,  neither  lawfol 

nor  acC'-ptable  to  (Jud,  Antiq.  v.  vii.  lO. 
Urrs,  Aniiq.  viii.  li.  3. 
Uriah  slain,  Antiq.  vii.  vii.  I. 
Urias,  high-prifst,  Antiq.  x.  viii.  6. 
Vz,  Antiq.  i.  vi.  4.  ,i. 
Czzah,  smitten  by  (jod,  for  touching  the  ark,  Antiq.  vlL 

iv.  2. 
Uzz'ah,  or  Azariah.  king  of  Judah,  Antiq.  ix.  xi.  3;  his 

acts  and  e;icnmiiim,  c.  i\.  sect.  3;  he  burns  incense  in 

the  temple,  sect,  t;  he  is  smitien  with  the  leprosy  for 

usurpint!  the  priest's  office,  ib. 

War  not  b»*(rnn  with  foreign  natinns  till  ambassadors  ar« 
sent  Aiiliq.  Iv.  Viii.  4l  ;   and   V     ii.  9. 

W<ir  (laws  of)  among  lite  Jews,  Antiq.  iv.  viii.  41,  fitcj 
AESinst   Apion,  ii.  «fCl.  30. 

War  (Jewish),  whence  begun.  War,  it.  xiii.;  c.  xiv,  sect. 
4;  c.  XV.  s«*ct  .i;  c.  xvii.  sect   1.  &C. 

Water  of  Brthlebem,  offered  to  God  by  David,  Antiq.  vii. 
xii  4. 

Water  (spa),     Spe  Sea. 

Witch,  or  necromantic  woman  of  Endor.  comforls  Saut, 
Antiq.  vi.  xiv.  J;  her  euloeium,  sect.  4. 

Womrn's  power,  Antiq.  xi  iii.  ■'>;  their  cunning  in  pre- 
venting accusations,  ii.  v.  5;  their  dress  forbidden  men, 
iv.  vi:i.  43;  forei^'n  women  not  to  be  meddled  witb  hy 
Jews,  xii.  iv.  Hi  when  divorced,  ctnnot  marry  another 
without  their  former  husband's  consent,  xv  vii.  10; 
Persian  women,  or  wives,  not  to  he  seen  by  straigera, 
X,  vL  Ii  Dot  allowed  to  be  witnesses,  iv.  viii.  16. 

Xanlhiru",  the  Syrn.>lacedon:an  name  of  tbe  Jewish 
in  I 'nth  Nisan,  Amiq.  i.  iii.  3;  and  so  elsewhere, 

Xertes  succeeds  Darius,  Aniiq.  xi.  v.  1;  uis  letter  to 
Ezra.  ib. 
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XtIopI.«1«.  t  jCTfi.h  f"'iT»V  »btn  they  c»n1rf  wood  to 
th.  templr  for  Ih.  jacnjo...  War.  u   x^n.  6. 

Year  t«o  bfeinnin(!<  nf  Jrwish  yiuir^  Antiq.  i.  i.  3. 
Y«r'(GJU.)   .  Period  «(  six  hu,.d.ed  common  yran. 

Aotiq.  i-  lii-  9- 
Zabdirl   a  pnnce  of  thf  \n.h,»n.,  Anliq.  xiii.  it.  a  | 

2«h."^.l.,  k.ng  01  i.r..l.  A.l.,.  IX.  I.  3,  h..  d«th,  e.  ^ 
zi'i.a'^.h.'ion  of  Jthoiada,  >  proph.1,  is  «onrf,  Antiq. 

in  the  temple,  ib  ■      i 

7,irharias  son  of  Phnlek,  \» ar.  IV.  IT.  I.     .   ,     ,    ,.      . 
IZ^lrXZo,  Ahaz,  1.  .l.m  b,  M^iah.  AoLq-  -x- 

Z-idw.'"  Sadoc,  bieh-prir.t,  Antiq.  Tii.  «  :   V'.'TnL 

i     \  -   arid  X.  viii.  ^  -  ■    r 

rrilmunna,  .  «pt»m  of  t».e  Mid».oil*^  Anliq.  ▼.  Ti.  o. 

l^rpr.'.  "T  Sar.p.a,  ti.   widoW.  h.b.taUOO,  Antiq. 

Z«!ntli,'»tr.  i».  iii.  9.\3.U:cir..ccLi,tcc,c-. 

ZtU  or  ZMb.  «P««»  •'  ">'  Midi"'*".  *°"*  ^-  "•  *• 


Zcbudah,  moth-r  of  Jehoiakim,  Antiq.  X.  t.  Si 

Zfdrtiuh,  •ftl««P'"pl«-l.*''"<l-«"'-.  »>'-^-      ^  „ 

Zrdf  ki.in,  tiri;  ol  Ju.l.iN,  Aniici.  X.  »n.  4.  »c.;  ht  rerolt 

iroiij  Ihr  Bjl)yl'i"a"\  'fi^'-  ■•'•  calls  l"r  jMfniiaKs  «iJ 

vice,  sect  »>:  l>*  t"  c.rrird  captive  to  Uab>toii.  c.  Tiiu 

sect."  X;  his  lif-ith.  «»»'.'  _.  .     , 

Zebina  (Alrxaiidtr).  kii  e  of  stria.  .»  conqurred  by  An 

tiorhiis  Ui)p»s,  and  dies,  Antiq.  xiii.  ix.  3. 
Zebul,  Antiq.  ▼-  vii.  4. 
Zenit  styled  Cotylas,  tyrant  of  Philadelphia,  AsIk).  Xiu. 

zJnlidJru,  Anliq.  tt.  x.  I,  «tc.i  War,  L»I.  ir.j  hi* 
dealli,  Anliq.  x».  X.  3.  

Zerah,  an  Ethiopian  kin?,  Anliq.  Tlu.  III.  I  j  defeated  bj 
Asa,  K-cl.  I.  2 

Zeruiah,  Anliq.  ri.  xin.  9. 

Z.iiis.  Anliq- xii.  in.  4. 

Ziba,  Siul's  freed-man.  Anliq.  T.u  T.  ». 

Zillub,  Umecli'swiff.  Anliq.  1- 11.  2. 

Zimri.   prince  of  the  Siraeiinites,  Anliq.  IT.  Tk.  10|    tu 


»pt.ech  aeaintt  Mow^s,  seel.  U. 
Iimri  kills  Klih,  Anliq  »iii.  ''''•.••.,*=  "• 
Zipporah,  Mi>»fs'  wile.  Antii).  hi.  '.I.  I. 
Zims  an  Arabian,  Antil).  xni.  xl».  ^ 
Zobi  (nine  oO.  Antiq  viu  tL  1. 
Zoiliis,  a  tyrant.  Antio.  liiL  xii  *•  ,  .    . 
Zorobabet,  Anliq.  xi.  i.  3:  c  in.  iMt  1,  to 
Zur,  kiOi  j(  tbe  Mid!anile»,  Anliq.  i».  nu  1. 


death,  ikb 


THE  END. 
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Popular  Work !      Twelfth  Thousand  Now  Ready ! 

LEWIE,  OR  TIIE~BENDED  TWIG. 

BY  COUSIN  CICELY, 

Author  of  "  Silver  Lake  Stories,"  etc.,  etc. 

One  Volume  I2ino.,       -       ...       -       Price  81.00 

ALDEN  &  BEARDSLEY,  Auburn  and  Rochester  ,  K.  Y 

Puljliihers. 

"  Mother !  thy  gentle  hand  hath  mighty  power, 
For  thou  alone  may'st  train, and  guide,  and  mould 
Plants  that  shall  blossom,  with  an  odor  sweet, 
Or.  like  the  cursed  fig-tree,  wither,  and  beeome 
Vile  cumberers  of  the  ground." 

Brief  Extracts  from  Notices  of  ttii  Pres» 

•  •  ■  A  tale  which  deserves  to  rank  with  "TheWide.WideWorid." 
It  is  wriltan  with  graphic  power,  and  full  of  interest.— //arf^ord  Repui. 

...  Her  writings  are  equal  to  the  best.  She  is  a  second  Fanny 
Fern — Palmyra  Dmoerat. 

•  •  •  It  is  recommended  by  its  excellent  moral  tone  and  iU  whole- 
■eroe  practical  inculcations. — N.    Y.  Tnbvnt. 

•  •  "  Full  of  grace  and  charm,  its  style  and  vivacity  make  it  a  most 
amusing  work.  For  the  intellectual  and  thinking,  it  has  a  deeper  lesson, 
and  while  it  thrills  the  heart,  bids  parents  beware  of  that  weakness  which 
prepares  in  inlancy  the  miserv  of  man.  "  Lewie  "  is  one  of  the  most  pop- 
ular books  now  before  the  public,  and  needs  no  puffing,  as  it  is  selling  by 
thousands. — iV.  Y.  Day  Boole. 

•  •  •  The  moral  of  the  book  is  inestimable.  The  writer  cannot 
"ail  to  be  good,  as  she  so  faithfully  portrays  ihe  evils  which  owe  their  ori- 
gin to  the  criminal  neglect  of  proper  parenul  discipline.— Wuni's  Utr- 
chants'  Magiaine. 

«  •  •  The  plot  is  full  of  dramatic  interest,  yet  entirely  free  from 
eltra»agance  ;  llie  incidents  grow  out  of  the  main  plot  easily  and  natural- 
ly, while  the  sentiment  is  healthy  and  unaffected.  Commend  us  to  more 
writers  like  Cousin  Cicely — books  which  we  can  see  in  the  hands  ol  our 
young  people  without  uneasiness.  Books  which  interest  by  picturing  life 
as  it  is  instead  of  giving  us  galvanized  society.-  National  Democrat. 

•  •  •  A  touching  and  impressive  story  unaffected  in  style  and  ef- 
fective in  plot  — M   Y.  Evangelist. 

•  »  •  The  story  of  the  Governess,  contained  in  this  volume,  is  one 
of  rare  interest. — Highland  Eaglt. 

•  •  *  The  story  is  a  charming  one — the  most  affecting  we  ever 
read. — Jersey  Shore  Rtpublican. 

»  .  •  '-Cousin  Cicely"  is  just  the  person  to  portray  family  scenes. 
•  •  •  Thus  story  will  be  profitable  reading.— Doay  Capital  City  Fact 
ColuTnbus,  Ohio. 

•  •  •  The  contents  ol  the  work  a'e  of  the  first  order,  and  uneicep- 
tionable. — Harford  Daily  Times.- 


•  *  *  L«t  ereiy  ynaih  penue  k,  and  we  promlM  toem  they  wiU 
find  their  hearts  and  lives  improved  by  iU — AdvoctUe,  Baiavia. 

Truth  is  the  basis  of  ihe  work  before  us.  In  it  the  accomplished  aa- 
thoress  lias  done  an  honor  to  her  sex,  and  wc  doubt  not  secured  blessmga 
upon  many  households  by  the  publication  of  this  finished  and  elegaut  lit* 
Vie  volume.  Her  former  labors  have  endeared  ber  to  ckHdrtTu  The 
present  oo«  should  secure  for  her  the  afleclioii  and  gratitude  of  parents.-^ 
iicn  '^o   Coiirifr. 

•  *  *  It  U  lively  without  tnvLalitr.  and  ripiete  with  interest  fro^ 
llie  first  to  the  IasI. — 'Xetc    York  Day  Book. 

•  *  *  Believing  this  work  adipted  to  lead  mothers  lo  rightly  trav 
the  little  shoots  spnnsring  op  around  Uie  parent  tree,  and  to  rcstram  then 
waodenjig  itKlinatious,  we  contuiend  it  to  their  perusal. — Stiuteni. 

Cousin  <  icely  is  gilled  with  rire  powers.  It  is  of  home  incidents  sh« 
writes,  and  in  a  manner  hi^tlv  attractive..  *  *  «  Traees  w  ith  graphu 
force  the  lured  and  pelted  child.  The  vf^lume  is  full  of  instruction  t« 
parents,  and  should  have  a  place  in  every  family  library  — Frovidenu 
Daily  Poit, 

•  •  •  CouFJn  Cicely  is  we!!  known  ind  a  work  from  her  pen  wiU 
meet  with  ready  welcome. — Providence  isuly  Timet. 

•  •  •  Her  works  are  of  decided  ment,  and  should  be  po«Aessed  by 
%.\\.~-Rochtater  Daily  Americoji, 

■  *  •  She  h3»  col  the  hearts  of  pwmts  and  children  tnrough  the 
Silver  l^e  Stones  a ud  Lewie. — RodutUr  Vaily  Democrat. 

•  •  •  The  moT.iI  of  the  siory  is  good,  vcd  the  plot  is  so  touchia|{, 
that  we  cannot  wonder  at  tuc  book's  succe&J  ' — A.  }'.  Commerrial  Adv. 

•  •  •  Apnes.lhe  bister  of  spoiled  Lewie,  is  treated  with  uumotheriy 
injoatice  ;  grows  up  a  ciiaracter  of  uncommon  ovehuess  :  sud,  tiiough 
'•only  a  Govprness,"  marries  splendidly. — .V.  V    Church  JourtuxL 

•  •  •  Ouwuright  iuLcre:>ting  stof).  It  ir  rrowded  Aiih  duoaestic 
pictures,  true  lo  uature.  •  •  "  Xhe  short  **Ji\  <nf Urif-hnly  career  o4 
poor  Lewie,  shows  the  importance  of  properly  m^i.*^iitg  childrca. —  (I'cj- 
tem  JsiUrary  Messei^cr. 

•  *  *  The  descriptionofan  AmAricanhoms  14  Mie  tothe  life.  Ma- 
ny of  the  incidents  ire  truly  alfecling.  •  •  •  Pn£s  •rres  of  remarkable 
beautv  of  exprei^ion  and  sentiment.  We  ci^e  the  ix  U>wiag  as  a  speci- 
men of  vhc  thought  and  »tjle  which  characterizes  the  vvoiX  ■  Itis  str.inge 
how  much  a  human  heart  may  sutfer  and  beat  on  and  reg  \.o  tranquility, 
and  even  cheerfulness  at  last.  It  is  i\  most  merciful  pro\'«'on  oflVovi- 
dence,  that  our  griefs  do  not  ahv.iys  fall  as  heavily  as  they  do  at  fi'st,  else 
how-  could  the  burden  *>(  this  life  of  chancre  Sid  sorrow  be  '>.vne.  Uut 
the  loved  ones  are  not  fi>-gottan  when  t.'ie  tear  i*  dnei.  *nd  *te  «mile  re- 
turns to  the  cheek  ;  thev  tre  remembered,  but  with  less  of  sa.li.ess  and 
gtoom  ill  the  remeinbnni  e  ;  and  at  I(*ni»th.  if  we  cm  think  o'lh^m  as 
fiappv,  it  is  onlv  ^  pleisure  to  recall  them  to  mind.'' — Patri^.  Jackson 
yichigan. 
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Four  Thousand  in  Thirty  Days! 

TWO   ERAS^OF   FRANCE 

BY  HliGW  B&  M0R.I\4AMB^ 

One  volume  12mo.,  {unifoi-m  with.  Lewie  and  Pearl  Fishing,) 

308  pages. 

•4*  In  the  Stories  of  the  Revolution,  the  author  nas  detailed 
the  mournful  history  of  the  "  Dauphin."  and  presented  a  summa- 
ry of  Uic  evidence  so  far  discovered,  in  regard  to  tliat  most  inter- 
esting historical  question — the  identity  of  the  Rev.  Eteazer  ff'il' 
liams  with  Loui^  XFII. 

Uuslio,  Gilt,$l,  Gilt  Edges,  $1J5,  Full  Gilt  Edges  &  Sides,  $1.7§. 

Al.DEN.BEARn.Sl-EV  &  Co.,  Aiihiim,  N.  Y  ,         ^  D,.Mi,j,^m 
WA.N'ZEK,  BEAUU8LEY  i  Co.,  Uccliester,  N.  Y.,  \  ■^«<»"««'* 

NOTICES    OF    THE    PRESS. 

«ir  •'  •  w'c  have  rend  this  volume  with  a  good  degree  of  satisfaction 
and  intprest.  •  •  •  The  s(ml-slirring  events  of  the  incarceration  of  th* 
|i:iiiiihin.  I'rince  Louis  XVM,  his  probable  escape  ihrougli  the  aid  of  the 
friends  of  the  reigning  King,  and  the  evidence  pro  and  con,  relating  to 
the  clainw  of  Hev.  Lleazer  Williams,  now  a  imssionjiry  in  this  country, 
to  be  ttie  identical  person — the  rightful  heir  to  the  throne  of  France,  in 
place  of  the  present  uicumbenl. — Ontario  AJesseitger. 

■  •  "  A  most  interesting  volume.  We  need  but  mention  the  fact 
that  the  author  has  selected  for  his  stories  two  of  ihe  most  important 
periods  in  the  annals  of  France.  To  the  general  reader,  as  well  as  to 
the  scholar,  this  portion  of  French  history  is  confessedly  remarkable  for 
lis  intense  interest. — Si/racitse  Journal. 

•  •  •  The  author  treats  of  the  Williams  Dauphin  question,  and  has 
stated  the  arguments,  and  pronounced  it  "  at  least  highly  probable"  that 
Mr.  W.  is  the  Dauphin.  This  volume  will  be  found  a  very  attractive  one 
to  young  readers,  and  should  have  a  place  in  all  the  libraries  for  youog 
men.—EveniJis  Mirror,  New-  York. 

•  •  •  These  stories  traverse  one  of  the  most  deeply  interesting  pe- 
riods of  French  History.  *  *  A  fine  steel  engraving  of  the  leverend 
gentleman  prefaces  the  volume. —  TVie  Medina  Whig. 

•  *  •  Thrilling  events.  The  revolution  of  1789  stands  distinguished 
for  deep  and  world-wide  interest.  *  •  The  fate  of  the  helpless  infant 
Dauphin  has  excited  the  deepest  emotions  of  the  civilized  world.  What- 
ever relates  to  these  events  is  read  with  interest.  *  *  *  It  is,  there- 
fore, with  peculiar  pleasure  that  we  have  perused  the  late  issue.  Fnlt 
of  startling  incident,  and  withal  bearing  the  stamp  of  truth  on  all  ita 
pages,  it  cannot  fail  to  entertain  and  instruct  him  who  sits  down  to  ita 
perusal.—  LiiTia  Visitor. 
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